
Morocco produced the latest Qatar 2022 surprise beating Belgium to 
boost hopes of reaching knockout rounds for the first time since 1986
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Morocco deserv-
edly beat a poor 
Belgium 2-0 to 
blow World cup 

Group F wide open on Sunday 
as yet another unexpected re-
sult hit Qatar 2022.

Substitute Abdelhamid 
Sabiri sent in a free-kick from 
out wide on 73 minutes and 
goalkeeper Thibaut courtois 
allowed the ball to sneak under 
his body at the near post under 
pressure from romain Saiss.

It was very similar to the 
end of the first half when Mo-
rocco thought they had taken 
the lead through Hakim Zi-

yech’s free-kick. But after a vid-
eo review, the referee decided 
the offside Saiss was interfer-
ing in play as he moved to head 
the ball in front of courtois.

Zakaria Aboukhlal added 
Morocco’s second in stoppage 
time to send the the throngs of 
fans wild in Al Thumama Sta-
dium.

Belgium, ranked second 
in the world, had won eight 
World cup group stage games 
in a row and another would 
have put them in the last 16.

Morocco, who drew 0-0 
with croatia in their first game, 
had not won a World cup 
match since 1998 and are now 
in real contention for the last 
16 having only previously man-
aged the feat in 1986. It was 
just their third win in 18 World 
cup games and surely their 
greatest.

M o r o c c o 
coach Walid 
regragui was 
only in his fifth 
game in 

charge.
Bayern Munich full back 

Noussair Mazraoui, who re-
covered from a knock to play, 
said: “The game was unbeliev-
able. We have won as a team, 
defended as a team, fought 
as a team. It is a good day for 
all Moroccans in the world.” 
canada, Morocco’s next op-
ponents, are facing croatia on 
Sunday.

Belgium were no more 
flowing than the very fortunate 
1-0 win over canada in their 
opener, with striker romelu 
Lukaku having to come on late 
on to try to find a goal despite 
not being fully fit.

“It is a difficult result be-
cause the first goal affected 

a lot the outcome,” Belgium 
coach roberto Martinez said. 

“It was a dead ball situation 
and from that point we couldn’t 
get our game going.

“I think we had good mo-
ments but we couldn’t get clear 
chances.” 

Martinez brought Borussia 
Dortmund duo Thorgan Haz-
ard and Thomas Meunier as 
well as Amadou onana into the 
starting line-up. But onana saw 
another booking in an error-
strewn display and will miss 
the croatia game on Thursday, 
while the other changes made 
no difference.

Morocco were forced into a 
late alteration just before kick-
off, with goalkeeper Monir El-

Kajoui entering the fray and 
impressing after Yassine Bou-
nou appeared to have an eye 
problem.

Kevin De Bruyne, oddly 
anonymous against the cana-
dians, was a bit more involved 
but still not himself as the 2018 
third-placed side showed very 
little initiative.

Enterprising Morocco ar-
guably had the best opportuni-
ty of the first half when Achraf 
Hakimi charged down the wing 
but fired wide.

Noisy Morocco fans 

were upset with the offside call 
on half-time but it looked cor-
rect, even if it initially spared 
courtois’ blushes after he let 

the ball creep 
in having 
been superb 

against can-
ada.

aTLaS LIonS 
maKe a bIG roar

The north Africans are 
superbly disciplined and, 
with a game against 
Canada to come, they 
will believe in their 
chances of going further 
after their first victory at 
the World Cup since 
beating Scotland 3-0 in 
1998. Morocco have now 
gone six games without 
conceding.

dark horse make it a 
‘big day for morocco’

Morocco’s coach Walid Regragui reacts at the end of FIFA World Cup 
Qatar 2022 Group F match between Belgium and Morocco at the Al 
Thumama Stadium in Doha on Sunday. (aFP)

Morocco’s defender Romain Ghanem Saiss (L) and defender Noussair 
Mazraoui celebrate their team’s second goal at the  Al Thumama  
Stadium in Doha on Sunday. (aFP)

Morocco’s Zakaria Aboukhlal celebrates 
scoring his team’s second goal during 

 It’s going 
to be even 
tougher when 
we get to the 
knockout stage, but 
we have matched 
two of the best 
teams in the 
world.

Morocco coach 
Regragui

KhAlID TAwAlbeh 
Doha

SEEN as the dark horse among 
Arab teams at the FIFA World 
cup Qatar 2022, Morocco 
produced a golden surprise 
as they shocked Belgium 2-0 
at the Al Thumama Stadium 

on Sunday.
A overwhelmed Atlas Lions 

coach Walid regragui reacted 
to the Moroccan victory saying 
he had no words to describe 
the joy. In a televised state-
ment after the match, regragui 
said, “I am happy not for me, 
but because I have pleased the 
people of Morocco, who have 
been waiting for this victory 
since the 1998 French World 
cup.”

Morocco did not 
field an unwell 

g o a l k e e p e r 
Yassine Bono 
but preferred 
Mohammadi 
in his place.

r e g r a g u i 
s a i d t h e 

victory would not have been 
possible with the support of 
fans. 

Goal scorer Sabiri said: 
“This is a big day for Morocco. 
We tried to give everything to 
win this match.”

“This is a significant and 
historic day in Moroccan foot-
ball, congratulations to us. 
Qualification is not yet decided, 
we have to be careful and calm 
against canada, this opportu-
nity should not be wasted,” he 
said.

“I am happy with the per-
formance, the fight and the 
spirit that the players showed. 
It was not an easy match,” he 
said.

While Sabiri’s successful 
shot at the net came off a free 
kick in the 73rd minute, Zaka-
ria Aboukhlal added the second 
goal in the 93rd minute of the 
match.

The defeat to Morocco puts 
the chances of Belgium advanc-
ing to the next round in jeop-
ardy. They meet 2018 finalists 
croatia in their final group 
game.

SCORELINE
Belgium Morocco

0 2
Abdelhamid Sabiri 73’,  
Zakaria Aboukhlal 90+2’
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‘The ball was pure’ said Maradona, and 
so is Qatar’s FIFA World Cup 2022 show

Vinay nayudu

One of the most leg-
endary statements 
the great Diego 
Maradona made 

during his lifetime was when 
he said, “The ball was pure” 
indicating that the football 
he played was pious and away 
from all off-the-field contro-
versies that surrounded him.

As the ongoing FIFA 
World Cup 2022 saw fans ob-
serving Maradona’s second 
death anniversary recalling 
his heroics on the field, it is 
significant in many ways what 
the Argentinian legend em-
phasized upon is also synony-
mous with the 22nd edition of 
the World Cup being held in 
Qatar.

Unfortunately, the con-
stant focus of the western 
media has been on issues ex-
traneous to the game only to 
tarnish Qatar’s image. Unable 
to fathom the exceptional or-
ganizing abilities of this small 
Arab nation to host several 
high-profile sporting events, 
they have been shifting goal 
posts to launch some attack 
or the other ever since Qatar 
won the hosting bid.

From crying foul about 
Qatar’s summer heat, even 
though the World Cup is be-
ing held in Qatar’s winter (eu-
ropean summer as many call 
it), they moved to whether 
the stadiums would be half 
empty, to spectators leaving 
early, to unsubstantiated hu-
man rights violations, to cul-
ture issues.

none has held water as 
fans from all over the world 
are in Qatar and have been 
speaking highly of the hosts’ 
organizational abilities, com-
fort and ease of commuting, 
the world class stadiums and 
the friendliness and cosmo-
politan nature of the people.

In 2019, when Qatar 
staged the world athletics 
championships, western me-
dia kept harping about how 
many people would be at the 
stadium. The championships 
saw full houses on the final 
three days and local hero Mu-
taz Barshim went on to claim 
the high jump gold.

And now, stadiums are 
overflowing, the matches  
are exciting and some ex-
traordinary. To top it all the  
sporting extravaganza began 
with an outstanding opening 
ceremony.

The Asian and Arab teams’ 

standout performances also 
underline the fact that foot-
ball knows no boundaries. 
The realisation is dawning on 
the world that the FIFA World 
Cup cannot be the domain of 
any particular region of the 
globe but for all.

Saudi Arabia surprised 
Argentina and Japan shocked 
Germany in their opening 
group matches, Iran beat 

Wales, and Morocco shocked 
the ‘Golden Generation’ Bel-
gium. The shocks on the play-
ing field have been more ex-
plosive than the channelized 
media attacks. Yet again, a re-
minder that the ball rules over 
everything else.

Meanwhile, off-the-field 
remarks of former players and 
coaches are creating needless 
rancour. 

The latest being former 
Germany star Jurgen Klins-
mann trying to ‘calm things 
down’ after suggesting Iran 
of having “worked the ref-
eree.” Much earlier they said 
ecuador players were bribed 
to lose – a claim the match 
showed was completely fab-
ricated.

Sadly, the western media 
still can’t have enough of it. 

With France President em-
maneul Macron and French 
Football President noel Le 
Graet applauding Qatar’s 
FIFA World Cup show, re-
ports said, “Le Graet has gone 
against the grain in europe by 
defending World Cup hosts 
Qatar.”

“Against the grain” – by 
their own admittance they 
have adopted a wrong stance 

of being myopic and unfairly 
critical only to suit their own 
agendas.

But as Maradona said, 
it will be the football on the 
pitch that will decide the 
eventual triumph and Qatar 
will go down in history as the 
first nation to have hosted a 
fabulous first FIFA World Cup 
in the Middle east and Arab 
region.

Saudi Arabia’s midfielder Mohamed Kanno shakes hands with Argentina’s Lionel Messi after his team beat 
Argentina in the FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 Group C match at the Lusail Stadium on November 22. (AFP)

General view of the presentation ahead of one of the FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 matches in Doha on Saturday. (AFP)

A visually-striking and beautiful opening ceremony for FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 has been 
lauded and was admired by a worldwide audience.

Germany’s players react after conceding the first goal to Japan in their Group E match of FIFA World Cup 
Qatar 2022 at the Khalifa International Stadium in Doha on November 23. (AFP)

Argentina supporters hold cut-out pictures of football legend Diego Maradona ahead of 
the Argentina-Mexico match at the Lusail Stadium on Saturday. (AFP)

As Maradona said, it will  
be the football on the  
pitch that will decide the  
eventual triumph and Qatar 
will go down in history as 
the first nation to have 
hosted a fabulous first FIFA 
World Cup in the Middle 
East and Arab region.



DPA/FIFA
Al Khor

Werder Bremen top scorer 
Niclas Fullkrug rescued a 1-1 
draw for Germany against 
Group e leaders Spain and 
kept their hopes of advancing 
to the World Cup last 16 alive.

Füllkrug’s equalizer in 
the 83rd cancelled out Alvaro 
Morata’s opener for Spain ear-
lier in the second half.

The Germans had found 
the net in the 39th minute, but 
Antonio rüdiger’s header was 
ruled out for offside. It was 
Spain who then broke the dead-
lock with substitute Morata.

He received a pass from 
Jordi Alba in the penalty box 
and a late Niklas Süle couldn’t 
do anything to avoid his great 
finish. Marco Asensio then 
missed the chance of putting 
the game to bed with his effort 
going over the bar.

Germany were set for a 
second consecutive defeat in 
Qatar, after a shock 2-1 loss to 
Japan in the opening match. 
But Fullkrug, who’s playing 

his first-ever World Cup, came 
from the bench to the rescue 
with a fine turn and finish.

The result keeps Germany 
bottom of Group e with a point 
and needing a win against 
Costa rica on Thursday, but 
they will be also relying on the 
result of the matchup between 
Japan and Spain to advance to 
the knock-out stages.

Fullkrug, who made a 

goalscoring Germany debut 
against Oman only 11 days 
ago, crashed an unstoppable 
strike past Unai Simon to earn 
a fully-merited point for Hansi 
Flick’s team.

Spain created the better of 
the early openings, dani Olmo 
thumping the bar, via a vital 
touch from Manuel Neuer, and 
Alba rippling the side netting 
with an effort from distance.

Antonio rudiger thought 
he’d scored six minutes before 
the break but the Germany 
centre-back’s celebrations 
were halted by an offside flag.

Spain broke through when 

the predatory Morata darted 
in front of Nilkas Skula at the 
front post to apply a decisive 
touch to Alba’s fizzing cross. 
Marco Asensio skied an at-
tempt as Spain tried to put the 

game to bed. And Germany 
responded, Jamal Musiala 
forcing Simon into a fine one-
handed stop, before Fullkrug 
beat the Spain goalkeeper with 
an unstoppable drive.

Fullkrug rescues point 
and last 16 hopes For
germany against spain
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tod introduces new sports package - daily passes offering unlimited 24 hours streaming
TrIbune news neTwork

DohA

OWING to popular demand, TOd, 
the emerging sports and entertain-
ment streaming app for the MeNA 
region, has come up with an innova-
tive one-day access pass to all of its 
premium and exclusive sports hosted 
on the platform. Viewers can pur-
chase the package for a $10 payment 
and follow their favourite teams and 
matches happening on any given day. 

TOd is one of the first platforms 
to introduce this kind of access to 
sports streaming for MeNA view-
ers. The platform holds the lead-
ing streaming rights for the region, 
including matches from the FIFA 
World Cup Qatar 2022, davis Cup, 
UeFA Women’s Champions League, 
Big Bash League (cricket), Australia 
Vs england OdI Series, Mixed Mar-
tial Arts, and rugby Sevens, to name 
a few upcoming tournaments. 

As a promotional feature, TOd 
will be offering a 30% discount on its 
daily Passes to Hayya Card holders. 

Commenting on the launch of its 
daily Passes, John Paul Mckerlie, VP 
Marketing and Sales at TOd, said, 

“In today’s day and age, people seek 
the flexibility of paying only for what 
they wish to watch. It is  even more 
true for sports streaming, where loy-
alty and fanbase are often associated 
with a player, team, or tournament. 
By introducing “daily Passes” TOd 
is offering viewers the choice to sub-
scribe only to the matches they wish 
to watch on a given day. This has two 
fold benefits: it extends viewers’ op-

tions to choose a premium Hd view-
ing experience according to their in-
terests, and secondly, it reduces their 
need to catch a live match through 
unsecure channels that compromise 
their data and security.”

In addition to the newly intro-
duced daily Passes, TOd offers three 
more subscription packages at the 
moment. Its “TOd Theatre” package 
offers viewers exclusive and premi-

um entertainment content, including 
TOd Originals, latest Western, Ara-
bic, and Turkish blockbusters, and 
live channels and shows. Meanwhile, 
the “TOd Total” subscription ex-
tends access to its sports and enter-
tainment portfolio. For FIFA World 
Cup fans, TOd, the official streaming 
platform for MeNA, has introduced 
“TOd Tickets” offering subscribers 
a “World Cup Only” viewing experi-

ence for a one time payment of $80. 
TOd can be streamed across 

MeNA on iOS and Android devices, 
including most of the leading smart 
TVs such as Apple, Samsung, Sony, 
LG, HiSense, to name a few. Its app 
can be downloaded from the app-
store or playstore, and can be linked 
to up to 5 devices, with pin protection 
enabled personalisation options. Its 
packages can be viewed at www.tod.
tv/en/promo.

Live sport
● At $10 - Daily Passes to offer 
viewers unlimited access to 
sports streaming for 24 hours.

● The package allows fans to 
catch their favourite teams for a 
day across exclusive football, 
cricket, padel, MMA 
tournaments.

● Hayya Card users can avail a 
special 30% discount on the  
Daily Passes. 

Key Moment
Coach Flick watched luis Enrique introduce Morata to 
telling effect and responded with a notable play of his 
own. The Germany coach didn’t pursue the obvious route 
in pursuit of an equaliser to revive his team’s World Cup 
hopes, either. off came Thomas Muller, scorer of 10 
goals in four World Cups and a champion in 2014. In the 
Bayern Munich workhorse’s place came Niclas Fullkrug, 
nearing his 30th birthday and making only his third 
national team appearance following a debut this month. It 
was a huge call from Flick, one he’d have likely been 
reminded about for years to come in the event of a 
defeat. Fullkrug wasn’t quite as quick to the party as 
Morata, who struck eight minutes after his introduction.

SCORELINE
Spain Germany

1 1
Alvaro Morata 62’  Niclas Fullkrug 83’

Germany’s players celebrate with Niclas Fullkrug 
after he scored the equalizer against Spain during 
their FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 Group E match at 
the Al Bayt Stadium on Sunday. (AFP)

Spain’s forward #07 Alvaro Morata scores his team’s opening goal during the FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 
Group E match against Germany at the Al Bayt Stadium on Sunday. (AFP)
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Costa Rica rebounded from a 7-0 
thrashing by spain with a 1-0 win over 
Japan as the Qatar World Cup served 
up another surprise on sunday.

Japan gave the ball away cheaply 
in the final third and Keysher Fuller 
curled in the winner on 81 minutes, 
but goalkeeper shuichi Gonda should 
have done better.

Japan’s strangely insipid perfor-
mance followed their heroics in beat-
ing Germany 2-1 in their opener.

their defeat means Germany will 
still be in contention even if they lose 
to spain later sunday.

a win for Japan would have put 
them on the cusp of qualification for 
the last 16 but they failed to create any 
meaningful chances.

Yuki soma’s wayward free-kick 
was arguably the closest Japan came.

Costa Rice are not out of the last 
16 picture either after their battling 
display, surviving a late onslaught 
from Japan to prevail.

“We did it for ourselves. We needed 
that a lot,” Costa Rica’s Celso Borges 
told German broadcasters ZDF. “they 
are a good team, also against Germa-
ny. We cannot give less than what we 
gave today.

“It’s tough to lose 7-0 in the first 
match. It’s very difficult to come back. 

We created 
a bubble 

for our-
selves, 
w e 
kept 

away from negative comments, bad 
vibes. In that we have to thank the 
coaching staff because they did great 
in creating a good environment for us.” 
Japan surprisingly made five changes 
to the team that beat Germany.

Ritsu Doan, who scored as a sub-
stitute in that game, was an obvious 
candidate to come in but few fans ex-
pected such a big overhaul.

Costa Rica had two new faces in 
Kendall Waston und Gerson torres.

the Central americans defended 
in numbers with Japan dominating 
without carving them open in a largely 
chanceless first half.

the Japanese were cautious, pos-
sibly happy with a point in the hope 
spain beat the Germans, but it was an 
odd display from a side who should 
have been full of confidence after 
beating Hansi Flick’s men.

they upped the tempo after the 
break as takuma asano, who scored 
the winner against Germany, was 
brought on in a double half-time 
change.

But Costa Rica remained comfort-
able sitting back, with soma looking 
like the only Japan player who might 
break the deadlock, despite two more 
substitutes being brought on to try to 
force an opening.

But Japan never threatened de-
spite some pinball in the box and they 
were stunned when Costa Rica netted 
with their first shot on target.

Japan had three chances to clear 
the ball before Fuller found space to 
curl his shot. Gonda got both hands 
to the ball but had mistimed his jump 
and it went in.

It means Japan and Costa Rica 
both have three points going into the 
final group matches when the Blue 
samurai face spain on thursday and 
Costa Rica tackle Germany.

Japan’s Doan could not explain 
what went wrong.

“I dont know, we tried everything, 
we prepared everything but it was a 

difficult game,” he said. “We were 
not in top form, I think last 

game was better when we 
played against Germa-

ny but still the next 
game will come so 

we have to look 
forward to the 
next game.”

Costa Rica can ‘still dream’ after 
late World Cup win against Japan

Costa Rica beat 
strangely subdued 

Japan to give  
Germany hope

STATS Perform/DPA
BeRlin

Costa Rica coach Luis Fernando suarez 
is relieved his team can “still dream” after 
they sealed a vital 1-0 win against Japan at 
the World Cup on sunday.

Coming off the back of a 7-0 thrash-
ing at the hands of spain in their opening 
game, Keysher Fuller’s 81st-minute strike 
against the run of play at ahmad bin ali 
stadium handed Costa Rica a win that 
gives them a chance of advancing to the 
knockout stage in Qatar.

Los ticos became the first team to 
concede seven goals in a game and then 
win their next match at the World Cup 
since Paraguay in 1958 (lost 7-3 to France, 
won 3-2 against scotland).

Head coach suarez said he did not 
want to discuss “tactics or technical as-
pects” of the win as he praised his team at 
his post-match press conference.

“I believe the main thing was our abil-
ity to do such amazing things,” he said. 
“I’m not going to talk about tactical or 
technical aspects, today I need to value 

and appreciate what they have done to get 
this result.

“We had to face many challenges but 
we firmly believed and wanted to be 100 
per cent committed for our country to 
play well against a strong opponent like 
Japan.

“We are alive [in the group], that is the 
main thing and no-one can forget about 
us yet. We can still dream.” Fuller was 
the hero, with his goal the only shot Costa 

Rica have had on target in the tournament 
so far, and the 28-year-old added: “the 
main thing was to keep ourselves alive 
and to win, and we managed to do so.

“We were in pain after the spain de-
feat, but now we took a weight off our 
shoulders. We are a group that wants to 
achieve great things.” Japan struggled to 
reproduce the form that saw them shock 
Germany in their opening game in Qatar, 
but the samurai Blue still dominated large 
parts of the game, having 13 shots to Costa 
Rica’s four.

Head coach Hajime Moriyasu was left 
disappointed but stated in his press con-
ference that his team will go into their 
final Group E clash against spain with 
confidence.

“It wasn’t a bad match,” he insisted. 
“In the second half we were trying to con-
trol the game and if we could have had 
total control, we would have won, but it 
didn’t happen.

“We beat Germany but that does not 
mean we will beat spain. Both countries 
are World Cup winners, we have a lot of 
respect for them.”
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Costa Rica’s players celebrate after the winning the Qatar 2022 World 
Cup Group E match against Japan at the Ahmad Bin Ali Stadium in  
Al Rayyan on Sunday. (AFP)

Fu
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er
 

stuns

Japan

Costa Rica coach Luis Fernando Suarez

Japan Costa Rica

0 1
Keysher Fuller 81’

SCORELINE
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Alphonso Davies scored 
Canada’s first World Cup goal 
but John herdman’s team 
are out of the FIFA World 
Cup Qatar 2022 after 2018 
runners-up Croatia recovered 
from conceding in the second 
minute for an ultimately com-
fortable victory.

Bayern Munich star Davies 
barrelled into the box to plant 
a firm header past Dominik 
livakovic following Tajon Bu-
chanan’s teasing delivery from 
the right. 

Andrej Kramaric had the 
ball in the net after 26 min-
utes but the effort was ruled 
out due to creator Marko 
livaja straying offside in the 
build-up. There was nothing 
wrong with Kramaric’s next 
strike, a crisp 36th-minute 
finish across goalkeeper Milan 
Borjan after Ivan perisic’s re-
verse pass released the striker 
on the left of the penalty area.

Croatia completed the 
turnaround 60 seconds before 
half-time. Josip Juranovic 
burst forwards from right-
back to feed livaja, who prod-
ded the ball out of his feet 
before firing into the bottom 
corner from 20 yards.

Canada substitute Jona-
than osorio shot narrowly 
wide shortly after half-time. 
But Croatia had gained almost 
complete control and deserv-
edly stretched their lead when 
Kramaric controlled perisic’s 
lovely floated pass from wide 
on the left to cut inside and 
curl beyond Brojan for his sec-
ond goal. lovro Majer came 
off the bench to complete the 
scoring deep into stoppage 
time following a slip from Can-
ada defender Kamal Miller.

Croatia were up against it 
from the second minute after 

conceding to Alphonso Davies 
and would have wondered if 
it wasn’t their day when Kra-
maric had a ‘goal’ scratched 
off for offside against livaja.

The shape and the mood 
of the contest spun, however, 
when Kramaric – who clearly 
has his eye in – defeated Milan 
Borjan with a clean strike into 
the far corner to cap a sweep-
ing passing move. Canada 
were noticeably rocked by the 
blow and found themselves 
trailing 2-1 before they’d had 
a chance to clear their heads. 

Coach herdman’s side 
would have liked their chances 
of either preserving or adding 
to their lead if they’d kept their 
noses in front until half-time.

And the longer the game 
went at 1-0, the runners-up 
four years ago, Croatia, would 
have feared their name join-
ing Argentina, Germany and 
Belgium among the victims of 
major upsets in Qatar. 

Kramaric’s classy finish, 
however, turned the contest 
conclusively in the European 
team’s favour and nipped the 

prospect of another shock in 
the bud. 

Croatia moved to four 
points in Group F, tied on 
points with Morocco who 
shocked Belgium, the third-
place finishers from four years 
ago, 2-0 earlier sunday. 

Belgium have three points 
and are under big pressure 
going into their final game 
Thursday against Croatia 
while Morocco face the Cana-
dians who on zero points join 
hosts Qatar in a group stage 
exit.

Alphonso Davies produced explosive start for Canada   
Croatia hit back to lead before half-time

Kramaric brace helps
croatia beat and eliminate
canada at World cup

Canada’s English coach John Herdman (centre) applauds Croatia after 
the Qatar 2022 World Cup Group F football match between Croatia and 
Canada at the Khalifa International Stadium on Sunday. (AFP)

Croatia’s midfielder Lovro Majer (right) scores his team’s fourth goal 
past Canada’s goalkeeper Milan Borjan (left) at the Khalifa International 
Stadium on Sunday. (AFP)

Canada’s forward Alphonso Davies (left) celebrates scoring his team’s first goal past Croatia’s goalkeeper 
Dominik Livakovic during the Qatar 2022 World Cup Group F football match at the Khalifa International 
Stadium on Sunday. (AFP)

Croatia Canada

4 1
Croatia: Kramaric 36’, 70’, Livaja 44’, Majer 94’  Canada: Davies 2’

SCORELINE

Fans of Croatia celebrate after the team defeated Canada 4-1 in the Qatar 2022 World Cup Group F football 
match at the Khalifa International Stadium on Sunday. (AFP)

Croatia’s forward 
Andrej Kramaric 
shoots and scores 
his team’s third 
goal against Can-
ada at the Khalifa 
International Sta-
dium on Sunday. 
(Afp)



Messi reportedly close to agreement with Inter Miami
STATS Perform/dPA 

LioneL Messi is close to an 
agreement to join MLS fran-
chise inter Miami at the end 
of the 2022-23 european sea-
son, according to a report in 
The Times.

The Argentina superstar 
is out of contract with Paris 
Saint-Germain at the end of 
the campaign and has been 
continually linked with a re-
turn to Barcelona, whom he 
left in 2021, but The Times re-
ports Messi will instead move 
to MLS.

inter Miami are said to be 
‘confident’ Messi will sign fol-
lowing the conclusion of the 
World Cup in Qatar, where he 
has scored in both of Argen-
tina’s group stage matches, 
though he would not move 
until the conclusion of PSG’s 
season.

Co-owned by David Beck-
ham, inter Miami will report-
edly make Messi the highest-
paid player in MLS history 
and they are considering fur-
ther additions to complement 
his arrival.

Luis Suarez and Cesc Fa-
bregas, Messi’s former team-
mates at Barcelona, are spe-
cifically named as options, 
the former having enjoyed a 
brief second stint Uruguayan 
side nacional earlier this year 
while Fabregas is in the italian 
second tier with Como.

A move for Messi would 
occur midway through the 
MLS season, which begins in 
February, and would provide 
a huge boost to north Ameri-
can soccer ahead of the World 
Cup in 2026, which the US 
will host alongside Canada 

and Mexico.

‘Another World Cup start-
ed for Argentina today’ 
earlier on Saturday, Messi 
said Argentina’s World Cup 
campaign has now truly start-
ed after inspiring his side to a 
2-0 win over Mexico at FiFA 
World Cup Qatar 2022.

Following a shock 2-1 loss 
to Saudi Arabia in their open-
ing Group C match, Argentina 
entered Saturday’s clash with 
Mexico knowing defeat would 

see them unable to advance.
Messi is glad to have re-

sponded to the defeat against 
Saudi Arabia but stressed 
there is still plenty of work 
for his side to do if they are to 
reach the knockout stages.

“Another World Cup start-
ed for us today,” he said.

“There were many factors 
behind the [Saudi Arabia] de-
feat, such as players playing 
at a first World Cup and the 
schedule.

“These are not excuses, but 

we knew we had to win today. 
We had to play the way we did 
because Mexico performed 
well and have a great coach.

“We calmed down a lot 
more in the second half and 
got the goal we needed. We 
can’t give up now; we have 
finals from this point on and 
can’t make a mistake.” 

Messi was also on target 
against Saudi Arabia and has 
now scored in six successive 
appearances for Argentina, 
making this his joint-best ever 

run for his national team.
The seven-time Ballon d’or 

winner took his goals tally in 
the competition to eight, put-
ting him level with Diego Mara-
dona and behind only Gabriel 
Batistuta (10) for Argentina.

He is both the youngest 
(18 years, 357 days v Serbia in 
2006) and oldest (35y, 155d 
v Mexico) player to score and 
assist in a single World Cup 
game since such records be-
gan (1966).

“He showed that in the 

space of 30 seconds or so he can 
be very harmful,” said Mexico 
head coach Gerardo Martino, 
who previously managed Messi 
for club and country.

“They found Messi on his 
own and he scored from dis-
tance. He didn’t find space 
often, but i understand a 
goal changes the perspective 
of what’s happened over the 
game.”  

Argentina’s tense win 
was played out in front of a 
crowd of 88,966, with that 
the highest for a men’s World 
Cup match since the 1994 fi-
nal at California’s Rose Bowl 
(94,194).

The match was far from 
a classic, the nine shots pro-
duced by both sides combined 
being the lowest tally in a 
World Cup game since 1966.

But head coach Scaloni is 
glad his side did what was re-
quired of them to stay in the 
hunt for a third world crown 
on the back of lifting the Copa 
America last year.

“We knew this would be 
a tough game,” he said. “The 
first half wasn’t good from ei-
ther side. We made some ad-
justments at half-time to get 
Lionel more space.  “We were 
able to have players in the 
middle of the pitch winning 
duels and then you know what 
happened. our number 10 
scored the goal and does what 
he does best.

“Messi should enjoy this 
World Cup, and the fans too. 
But we still have another game 
and must keep our feet on the 
ground, stay humble and work 
hard.  “Just like when we won 
the Copa America, we’ll go 
again tomorrow.”
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Argentina’s forward Lionel Messi (R) and Argentina’s midfielder Rodrigo De Paul during a training session at the Qatar University in Doha on 
Sunday, ahead of their FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 match against Poland to be held on November 30. (AFP)

Canada land first davis Cup 
title by beating australia
STATS Perform/dPA

FeLix Auger-Aliassime and 
Denis Shapovalov steered 
Canada to Davis Cup glory in 
Sunday’s final against Aus-
tralia in Malaga, earning the 
country their first title in the 
competition.

Canada were runners-up 
three years ago in Madrid, when 
a 19-year-old Auger-Aliassime 
and 20-year-old Shapovalov 
lost their respective singles 
clashes with Roberto Bautista 
Agut and Rafael nadal.

Three years older and 
three years wiser, this time 
the Canadians dominated the 
trophy match at the expense of 
28-time champions Australia.

Shapovalov got Canada off 
to a flying start by crushing 
Thanasi Kokkinakis 6-2 6-4, 
setting up the chance for Au-
ger-Aliassime to clinch victory 
without the need for the contest 
to go down to a doubles decider.

World number six Auger-
Aliassime made no mistake as 
he fended off Alex de Minaur 
6-3 6-4, adding Davis Cup glory 
to the four singles titles he has 
gathered this year.

Auger-Aliassime saved 
three break points in the sixth 
game of the second set, from 
0-40, when a trailing De Min-
aur was looking to hit back. He 
then sealed Canada’s victory 

minutes later with a forehand 
into the corner that his oppo-
nent could only return out of 
court, before being mobbed by 
team-mates.

each of Auger-Aliassime’s 
2022 titles came at indoor hard 
court events, and he has thrived 
again in those conditions this 
week, winning all three of his 
singles rubbers and a doubles 
tussle on Saturday against it-

aly alongside the experienced 
Vasek Pospisil.

The Canadian pair got 
the job done just minutes be-
fore kick-off time in their coun-
try’s World Cup game against 
Croatia.

“The emotions are hard 
to describe,” said Auger-Ali-
assime. “All of us here, we’ve 
dreamt of this moment.

“These guys around me, ex-

cept Vasek, he’s a little bit older 
than me, we grew up together 
from the ages of seven, eight 
years old in Canada dreaming 
about being on this stage, win-
ning these types of matches, 
winning a Davis Cup.

“it’s really a dream come 
true, for me personally and 
i think for all the team. it was 
a great moment for myself and 
the country.”

Canada’s team holds the trophy after winning the Davis Cup tennis tournament at the Martin Carpena sports-
hall, in Malaga, Spain, on Sunday. (AFP)

NemANjA Gudelj has defended the challenge on Neymar that may 
have led Brazil’s star man to sustain his ankle injury in the victory 
over Serbia. Paris Saint-Germain forward Neymar limped off in the 
80th minute of the Seleção’s 2-0 triumph on Thursday, having been 
subjected to nine fouls - more than any other player during the open-
ing round of group games. Neymar, who suffered what has been 
described as a lateral ligament injury to his right ankle, shared an up-
date on his official Instagram account on Saturday, including photos 
of his heavily swollen foot.

Gudelj received a yellow card for his 49th-minute challenge - and 
was substituted eight minutes later - but the midfielder insists he 
had no intention of injuring his opponent. “I didn’t feel like I tackled 
him very hard myself,” Gudelj told Dutch newspaper De Telegraaf. “I 
tried not to hit him hard and certainly not on his ankle. I think he got 
injured during another action, because he played on for a while. 
“I felt I had no choice because Neymar is deadly when he enters 
the penalty area. It was a necessary foul in my opinion, but one that 
eventually cost me a substitution.” Serbia suffered their eighth World 
Cup defeat since 2006 after going down against Brazil, with only Aus-
tralia losing on more occasions at the finals during this span (nine). 
Dragan Stojkovic’s side can reignite their last-16 hopes with victory 
over Cameroon on monday, before their Group G campaign concludes 
against Switzerland four days later.

“We played too carefully in the second half [against Brazil] and 
showed too much respect,” Gudelj added. “We collapsed, so we 
certainly asked for a goal against a team with as much quality up front 
as Brazil. We have faith in ourselves and hope. Of course, you can lose 
a game against Brazil, because they really have an excellent team. We 
just need to win two games now. So, we’re going full steam ahead, with  
attacking football - the way we like to play.” (STATS Perform/DPA)

Gudelj defends Neymar challenge:  
‘I tried not to hit him hard’

GermAN football federation 
(DFB) president Bernd Neuen-
dorf doesn’t want to give FIFA 
president Gianni Infantino the 
silent treatment, despite recent 
rows between both federations. 
Neuendorf said there’s always 
conflict but “that doesn’t mean 
that we won’t talk to each other 
in the future. That would also be 
unprofessional,” he told the ma-
genta TV portal on Sunday. The 
DFB president said he’s “quite 
open to continue the dialogue” 
with FIFA and Infantino. Shortly 
before the start of the World 
Cup, DFB said it would not nomi-
nate Infantino for the upcoming 
FIFA presidential elections next 
year. The current federation 
boss, however, is the only candi-
date in the race. (DPA)

German football body 
boss doesn’t want to stop 
dialogue with FIFA

 Quick read

rOry mcIlroy thinks he may have 
given Tiger Woods COVID-19 on 
the eve of the Open Champion-
ship after the pair played at a 
charity event beforehand. The 
Northern Irishman, who claimed 
a third Fedex Cup this year, has 
forged a close bond over the 
years with the American, one 
strengthened by their shared 
views on the LIV Golf breakaway 
this season. While several of 
their rivals warmed up at the 
Scottish Open for this year’s 
Open, mcIlroy and Woods played 
at a fundraising event hosted 
by jP mcmanus at Adare manor. 
mcIlroy has revealed he played at 
St Andrews while battling COV-
ID-19 - and that he fears he gave 
it to Woods after the two dined 
together. (STATS Perform/DPA)

McIlroy feared he gave 
Woods CoVID-19 on eve 
of open Championship

Saudi arabia captain al Faraj ruled out for remainder of World Cup
SAUDi Arabia captain Salman 
Al Faraj has been ruled out for 
the remainder of the World 
Cup through injury.

The Al Hilal defender in-
jured his leg in Tuesday’s shock 
2-1 win over Argentina and left 
the stadium on crutches.

Al Faraj did not feature in 
Saudi Arabia’s 2-0 loss to Po-

land in their second Group C 
contest on Saturday and will 
play no further part in their 
Qatar 2022 campaign.

A Saudi statement con-
firmed the news on Sunday and 
added Al Faraj, who has been 
capped 71 times for his coun-
try, will undergo a full recovery 
programme.

Saudi Arabia are also 
without Yasser Al Shahrani 
after he underwent emergen-
cy surgery following a hor-
ror collision with team-mate 
Mohammed Al owais against 
Argentina.

Herve Renard’s side face 
Mexico in their final group 
match and will advance to the 

last 16 if they win, while a draw 
will be enough should Poland 
defeat Argentina.

Should Saudi Arabia draw 
and Argentina beat Poland, it 
will then come down to goal 
difference to determine who 
progresses to the knockout 
stage.
(STATS Perform/DPA)
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Fans relish 
come rain 
or shine
Day five of the FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 had four 
matches — Japan vs Costa Rica, Belgium vs  
Morocco, Croatia vs Canada and Spain vs  
Germany. Fans of each team made their mark in the  
stadiums and on the streets as the Arab world’s first 
ever World Cup offered the spectators an enjoyable 
experience. Jubilation, heartbreak and  
consolation soon followed as Morocco stunned 
Belgium 2-0, Costa Rica beat Japan 1-0, Croatia 
drowned Canada 4-1 and Spain drew with Germany.
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Rabat erupts in joy, Brussels in ire as Morocco upstage Belgium
DPA

BRUSSELS 

POLICE had to use water can-
non to subdue fans in Brus-
sels on Sunday after the mood 
turned sour following the Bel-
gium’s 2-0 loss to Morocco in 
the football World Cup in Qatar.

About 100 officers had to 
respond after the crowd began 
destroying public property and 
throwing objects at the offic-
ers, according to the Belga news 
agency.

The police took to Twitter to 
urge people to leave Boulevard 
du Midi and adjoining streets 
in the city’s centre. “The police 
have already responded force-
fully. I therefore advise all fans 
against coming to the city cen-

tre,” tweeted Brussels Mayor 
Philippe Close.

He issued an order to ar-

rest troublemakers. Police also 
requested a partial shutdown 
of public transport in the city 

centre, transport authorities 
tweeted.

The Belgian mood was in 

sharp contrast to that of Mo-
rocco, where people spilled 
into the streets of Rabat for 

spontaneous celebrations, ac-
cording to a dpa reporter on 
the scene. There was dancing, 
singing and waving of Moroc-
can flags, while drivers honked 
their horns as they drove 
through the streets.

“The Moroccan side had an 
historic triumph against Bel-
gium,” ran a story on the Ana Al 
Khabar news website. 

Broadcaster 2M praised 
Abdelhamid Sabiri and Zakaria 
Aboukhlal, whose goals secured 
the victory.

Both teams still have a 
chance of advancing to the last 
16 depending on how their fi-
nal group stage match, with 
Belgium set to play Croatia and 
Morocco set to play Canada, on 
Thursday turns out.

Moroccan football fans celebrate in Rabat after their country’s win 
over Belgium. (AFP)

Electric scooters burn on the sideline of a live broadcast of the World 
Cup match between Belgium and Morocco in Brussels on Sunday. (AFP)

  GROUP H  P  W  D   L GF  GA  GD  Pts
Portugal 1 1 0 0 3 2 1 3
S Korea 1 0 1 0 0 0 0 1
Uruguay 1 0 1 0 0 0 0 1
Ghana 1 0 0 1 2 3 -1 0

 GROUP G  P  W  D   L GF  GA  GD  Pts

Brazil 1 1 0 0 2 0 2 3

Switzerland 1 1 0 0 1 0 1 3

Cameroon 1 0 0 1 0 1 -1 0

Serbia 1 0 0 1 0 2 -2 0

 GROUP A  P  W  D   L GF  GA  GD  Pts

NED 2 1 1 0 3 1  2 4

Ecuador 2 1 1 0 3 2  1 4

Senegal 2 1 0 1 3 3  0 3

Qatar 2 0 0 2 1 5  -4 0

 GROUP B  P  W  D   L GF  GA  GD  Pts

England 2 1 1 0 6 2 4 4

Iran 2 1 0 1 4 6 -2 3

USA 2 0 2 0 1 1 0 2

Wales 2 0 1 1 1 3 -2 1

 GROUP C  P  W  D   L GF  GA  GD  Pts

Poland 2 1 1 0 2 0 2 4

Argentina  2 1 0 1 3 2 1 3

Saudi 2 1 0 1 2 3 -1 3

Mexico 2 0 1 1 0 2 -2 1

 GROUP E  P  W  D   L GF  GA  GD  Pts

Spain 2 1 1 0 8 1 7 4

Japan 2 1 0 1 2 2 0 3

Costa Rica 2 1 0 1 1 7 -6 3

Germany 2 0 1 1 2 3 -1 1

 GROUP D  P  W  D   L GF  GA  GD  Pts

France 2 2 0 0 6 2 4 6

Australia 2 1 0 1 2 4 -2 3

Denmark 2 0 1 1 1 2 -1 1

Tunisia 2 0 1 1 0 1 -1 1

 GROUP F  P  W  D   L GF  GA  GD  Pts

Croatia 2 1 1 0 4 1 3 4

Morocco 2 1 1 0 2 0 2 4

Belgium 2 1 0 1 1 2 -1 3

Canada 2 0 0 2 1 5 -4 0

MORROCAN 
BLISS,  

BELGIAN BLUES
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The president of the Cam-
eroon Football Federation 
Samuel eto’o took to social 
media to give his predictions 
for the FIFA World Cup before 
the tournament kicked off, with 
the former Indomitable Lions 
legend saying that Africa would 
be front and centre and tipping 
a rather unexpected final be-
tween his own Cameroon and 
Walid Regragui’s Morocco.

Was this merely a way of 
provoking a reaction or did he 
really believe in what he said? 
either way, the one-time Bar-
celona striker captured the 
boundless optimism and ambi-
tion of Cameroon at this World 
Cup that even a 1-0 opening-
match loss to the Swiss has 
done little to dampen.

“We’ve got work to do and 
there are still six points up for 
grabs,” said a defiant Nico-
las Nkoulou after the final 
whistle against Swit-
zerland. 

“We’re going 
to take on board 
what happened 
during this game 
and come back 
all guns blazing 
for the remaining 
matches.”

When they 
emerged from the 
team bus at the Al Janoub 
Stadium on Thursday, the 
Cameroon squad were already a 
tight-knit group, singing, danc-
ing, clapping in rhythm and 
reminding everyone 
that the World Cup 
is first and foremost 
a celebration of the 
beautiful game. 
And while they 
were not celebrat-
ing after losing their 
tournament opener, 
Cameroon were by 
far and away the 
least downhearted 
of the teams who 
came up short in 
their first match.

G e o r g e s -
Kevin Nkoudou, 

for example, was all smiles in 
the mixed zone. Whilst he was 
obviously not delighted with the 

result, he has the necessary 
lucidity to analyse what 

had happened. 
Despite the de-

feat, there were 
plenty of posi-
tives to be taken 
out of the game 
for Cameroon 
in their build-up 

play and he was 
also magnanimous 

enough to be happy for 
his friend Breel embolo.
“We wanted to play a high 

line and press them, win the ball 
back and get forward quickly,” 
added team-mate Jean-Pierre 

Nsame, who was an unused 
substitute but was al-
ready looking 

ahead as to how to improve his 
team’s game.

As they search for their first 
World Cup win since 2002, 
Cameroon have an unflagging 
sense of optimism, and they are 
one of the rare squads capable 
of giving off positive vibes even 
when the going gets tough. 

Coach Rigobert 
Song encapsu-
lated this mind-
set in his post-
match press 
conference, opt-
ing to look 

to the future rather than dwell-
ing on the defeat they had just 
suffered.

“The second game’s where 
we’re going to come into our 
own, I reckon,” he said of their 
clash with Serbia on Monday. “I 
think my players will show a dif-
ferent side to themselves”.

When they return to the Al 
Janoub Stadium, Andre-Frank 
Zambo Anguissa and his fel-
low Lions will no doubt be as 
positive and enthusiastic as 
they were when they got off the 
bus before the opening match, 
buoyed by their seemingly nev-
er-ending reserves of hope. Af-
ter all, for decades now on the 
world’s biggest stage, the Cam-
eroon motto has been ‘never say 
die’.

Meanwhile, the Serbia team 
should have Filip Kostic avail-
able for their second group 
stage match against Cameroon 
on Monday, after he missed the 
game against Brazil due to a 
thigh injury.

“he has shown that he’s 
ready to play. Whether he will 
play, I don’t know yet, but he’s 
fit,” coach Dragan Stojkovic 
said.
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Whatever the FIFA World Cup might throw at them, Cameroon seem to be one of 
the most positive-thinking teams at the tournament

African 
challenge 

Group G: Cameroon vs serbia (1 pm), al Janoub stadium

Serbia’s defender Strahinja Pavlovic takes part in a training session at 
the Al Arabi SC Training Facilities on Sunday. (AFP)

Serbia’s coach Dragan Stojkovic attends a press conference at the 
Qatar National Convention Center on Sunday. (AFP)

Cameroon’s coach Rigobert Song attends a press conference at the 
Qatar National Convention Center (QNCC) on Sunday. (AFP)

Key stats
 Cameroon and Serbia are looking for their first points 
of the tournament after suffering opening-round defeats to 
Switzerland and Brazil respectively. 
 Serbia have lost nine of their last 11 World Cup games, 
last beating Costa Rica 1-0 in the 2018 group stage. 
 Cameroon have not qualified for the knockout phase 
since their quarter-final appearance in 1990 and are without 
a win at the finals since 2002, after missing out in 2018 
and losing all of their group stage games in 2010 and 2014. 
 Serbia have exited the tournament in the group stage in 
each of their last three appearances - 2006 (as Serbia & 
Montenegro), 2010 and 2014. 
 Serbia are aiming to qualify for the knockout round for the 
first time since 1998, when they competed as Yugoslavia. 
 
Previous meetings: 
 Serbia beat Cameroon 4-3 in their only previous meeting in 
a friendly in 2010

 The second game’s where we’re going to 
come into our own, I reckon. I think my players 
will show a different side to themselves

Cameroon’s coach Rigobert Song

optiMistic caMeroon
ready to show a 
differentside

Cameroon’s forward Jerome 
Ngom Mbekeli (left) and 
defender Olivier Mbaizo (centre) 
take part in a training session at 
the Al Sailiya SC recently. (AFP)

As they search for  
their first World Cup win 
since 2002, Cameroon 
have an unflagging sense of  
optimism



agencies
 doha 

This appears to be a must-win 
game for south Korea and Ghana 
if they are to have any realistic 
hopes of reaching the knockout 
stage of the competition, but that 
may only add to the pressure.

Ghana was defeated by 
Portugal in a five-goal 

thriller in their Group 
h opener, while 

south Korea’s 
first game 

was a 
goalless 

d r a w 
with 

Uruguay.
But this showdown looks 

more likely to be a tense affair 
like south Korea’s curtain-raiser 
than littered with entertainment 
reminiscent of Ghana’s gung-ho 
game with the Portuguese.

head coach Paulo Bento will 
be hoping that Napoli defender 
Min-Jae Kim will be fit in time 
for the game, but 12 clean sheets 
in their last 19 international 
matches demonstrates their 
dominance.

stopping a Uruguayan attack 
led by Luis suarez, Darwin Nun-
ez, and Edinson Cavani is no easy 
task, and Ghana lacks the same 
quality, relying primarily on Ath-
letic Bilbao’s inaki Williams, who 
has yet to score for his country, 
and promising Ajax youngster 

Mohammed Kudus.
speaking at a press confer-

ence on sunday, the Portu-
guese Bento said: “i said 

earlier i do not feel any 
pressure, i never did 
and never will.”

“During the first 
game, we had a chance 

of at least ensuring a 
third-place finish. in the sec-

ond game, we will keep this op-
portunity... we will enter the 
field with a focus on a win. “i 

don’t feel any pressure what-
soever. i would love the 

players to feel the way 
i do, but i know they 
come from a different 
culture... We will have 
a difficult game but we 
are able to do well.”

After a miser-
able showing at the 
Cup of Nations this 
year, when they were 
dumped out in the 
group stage with only 
one point, Ghana are 
hoping for a better 
performance in Qa-
tar. “We have great 
and utmost respect 
for a great team in 
Ghana and the play-

ers who compete at a very high 
level,” Bento said of Otto Addo’s 
side.

“For our strategy, we have to 
try to be ourselves. We are very 
well aware of the skills and how 
good Ghana are, this will be a 
match where in some moments 
we will have the capacity to con-
trol the game.

“They have skilled players 
from a technical standpoint and 
they are also very quick in attack. 
We want to control the game, 
and also the moments when they 
are in attack.”

Despite their defensive tenac-
ity, the Taegeuk Warriors were 
unable to maximise their attack-
ing talents and failed to force a 
single save from Uruguay goal-
keeper sergio Rochet.

heung Min-son is south 
Korea’s chief creator, but he was 
frequently isolated on the wing 
against the Uruguayans, and you 
get the sense that if they are to 
succeed, it is on him to deliver.

A MUST-WIN MATCH 
FOR KOREA, GHANA
South Korea coach Bento feels no 
pressure ahead of Ghana match
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South Korea’s Portuguese coach Paulo Bento (left) and player Hwang 
In-beom at a press conference in Doha on Sunday. (AFP)

South Korea’s 
midfielder Son 
Heung-min 
takes part of a 
training session 
at the Al Egla 
Training Site 5 in 
Doha on Sunday. 
(AFP)

South Korea’s players take part in a training session at the Al Egla Training Site 5 in Doha on Sunday. (AFP)

Group H: SoutH Korea vS GHana (4pm) at education city Stadium

I don’t feel any pressure 
whatsoever. I would love 
the players to feel the 
way I do, but I know they 
come from a different 
culture... We will have a 
difficult game but we 
are able to do well.

We have great and 
utmost respect for a 
great team in Ghana 
and the players who 
compete at a very high 
level

Ghana coach Addo always expected Son to make the grade
DPa
doha

GhANA coach Otto Addo al-
ways anticipated son heung 
Min would go on to have a great 
career, as he hailed the south 
Korea captain’s character and 
discipline.

Korea face Ghana in their 
second World Cup Group h 
match on Monday.

While Korea drew 0-0 with 
Uruguay in their opener, in a 
game that saw only one shot on 
target, Ghana lost 3-2 to Portu-
gal in a thriller at stadium 974.

son recovered from an eye 
injury to feature in Korea’s open-
ing game in Qatar, though the 
Tottenham forward is having to 
wear a protective facemask.

And Addo, who worked with 
son during his stint as a coach 
of hamburg’s youth team be-
tween 2009 and 2015, said he 
identified the attacker’s potential 
early on.

“We will try to stop every 
attacker. We did it well against 
Portugal, mostly,” Addo said in a 
press conference on sunday.

“son is a very good player, 
operates between the lines and 
has a very good shot. i had the 
pleasure to have him [when i 
was] under-19 coach at ham-
burg.

“Very good character, he’s 
hard working, i really like his 

character, he is very, very disci-
plined, he became so good be-
cause he worked so hard for it.

“This is what i hope for him, 
and expected. You can’t predict 
everything, especially in youth 
players but i saw something in 

him, so i proposed him to the 
first team squad.

“For sure, he did well there 
and has had a great career. i al-
ways wish him all the best, ex-
cept for tomorrow.

“i am happy for him that 

he’s healthy again, or that he can 
play at least. We will stop him 
together as a team. This is what 
we tried to do against Portugal. 
it’s always about closing gaps, 
closing spaces and we do that 
together as a team.” Defeat at 

Education City stadium would 
condemn Ghana to an early exit, 
though a victory might lift them 
as high as second in the group by 
the end of the day, depending on 
the outcome of Portugal’s meet-
ing with Uruguay.

Korea would move top of 
Group h with a win, and coach 
Paulo Bento is confident son, 
who had just one attempt in the 
draw with Uruguay, will be fully 
firing.

“it was because he was re-

cently injured and he was also 
adapting, trying to get used to 
wearing the mask,” Bento said of 
son’s performance against Uru-
guay. “he needed to feel at ease 
with his team-mates and the op-
ponents. 

From his viewpoint, i think 
the second game will be differ-
ent, he’s been able to play 90 
minutes.”

Ghana’s coach Otto Addo (left) and player Daniel Amartey at a press 
conference in Doha on Sunday. (AFP)

Ghana’s forward Inaki Williams (centre) and teammates take part in a training session at Aspire training 
zone in Doha on Sunday. (AFP)

“We will try to stop every 
attacker. We did it well 
against Portugal, mostly,” 
Addo said at a press con-
ference on Sunday.

Key Stats
 South Korea are the 
only asian country to have 
reached the semi-finals of 
the World Cup, when they 
were co-hosts in 2002, while 
Ghana share the distinction 
of being one of three african 
countries to have gone fur-
thest at the World Cup when 
they got to the quarter-finals 
in 2010. 
 South Korea have been 
to more World Cups than 
any other asian country with 
their trip to Qatar their 11th 
appearance, since the first 
in 1954. The last 10 have 
all been consecutive, since 
1986. 
 South Korea have met 
african opposition at the 
World Cup on three oc-
casions - beating Togo in 
2006, drawing with Nigeria 
in 2010 and losing to alge-
ria in 2014. Ghana’s only 

asian opponent at a World 
Cup finals tournament was 
australia in 2010, which 
ended in a 1-1 draw. 
 Ghana made their first 
World Cup appearance in 
2006 and are now compet-
ing at the finals for a fourth 
time. The Black Stars had 
won four africa Cup of Na-
tions titles before they quali-
fied for their first World Cup. 

Previous meetings:  
Ghana have a 4-3 edge 
over South Korea in the win 
count of their past seven 
head-to-head clashes, all in 
friendly internationals. The 
two countries first met in 
1982 in Kuala Lumpur, Ma-
laysia and last clashed in a 
friendly in the U.S. ahead of 
the 2014 Brazil World Cup, 
which Ghana won 4-0 with a 
hattrick from Jordan ayew.

 Son is a very good 
player, operates between the 
lines and has a very good 
shot. I had the pleasure to 
have him (when I was) 
under-19 coach at Hamburg 
Otto Addo
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Cristiano ronaldo has the personal-
ity to handle any pressure that comes 
with being Portugal’s leading man, says 
Fernando santos. ronaldo, the record 
goalscorer in the history of interna-
tional football, came into the World 
Cup with his future uncertain, after an 

inflammatory interview with Piers Mor-
gan.

the 37-year-old has since left Man-
chester United and is playing as a free 
agent for the first time in his career.

ronaldo scored Portugal’s opener in 
their 3-2 win over Ghana on thursday, 

becoming the first male player to 
score at five separate World Cup 

finals in the process.
and santos 
shrugged off the sug-

gestion Portugal 
place too much 

pressure on their 
captain’s shoul-
ders. “We have 
players that 
are more vis-
ible than oth-
ers and they 
need to deal 
with that, with 
the high pri-
ority and 
pressure,” 
santos said 
in a press 
conference 
ahead of 
Portugal’s 
s e c o n d 
G r o u p 
H game 
a g a i n s t 
Uruguay.

“ t h e y 
express them-

selves in one particular 
way. there are players 
who are more extroverted, 
those more introverted, 
the most important thing 
is they play as a group, 
play together as one team.

“as far as Cristiano 
is concerned, i’ve known 
him for many years, since 
he was 19, we have other 
players that share the 
same personality.

“Little by little he has 
gained more experience, 
and understands this pres-
sure, but we also take into 

account other players, not only Cristiano 
ronaldo.” 

another experienced campaigner in 
santos’ squad is ronaldo’s former real 
Madrid club-mate Pepe, with the 
39-year-old centre-back potentially 
in line to feature against Uruguay 
after Danilo suffered three broken 
ribs in training, according to a 
Portuguese federation statement. 
“He’s a monster, Pepe is a mon-
ster,” santos said of the defender. 
“someone who has a huge role, 
there’s no doubt.” 

ronaldo started with 

Joao Felix in a front two against Ghana, 
though santos also has Milan star rafael 
Leao, who scored with his first touch after 
coming on a substitute, to call on.

asked if he would consider 
starting the trio together, 
santos replied: “of course 
it’s possible, we did not come 
here with labels of one, two 
or three starters. “We will 
line them up according to 
our needs, i’m serious about 

it. We have choices, and 
no player will be ex-

cluded, but we 
should not address 
this with an indi-
vidual perspective, 
but as a collective.

dpa
Berlin

UrUGUay midfielder rodrigo 
Bentancur says his team enjoy 
thriving when they feel like they 
are out of the spotlight, ahead of 
a World Cup reunion with Por-
tugal on Monday.

Four years on from their 
last-16 encounter in russia, 
which La Celeste won 2-1 thanks 
to an Edinson Cavani brace, the 
pair will meet in a crucial Group 
H clash at the Lusail iconic sta-
dium.

Portugal headed into that 
2018 showdown as favourites - 
and are tipped for success again 
this time around, having opened 
with victory over Ghana while 
Uruguay were held to a goalless 
draw by south Korea.  But mid-
fielder Bentancur says his side 
are happy to fly under the radar 
and quietly go about their busi-
ness.

“i think it will be a different 
game,” he said. 

“Football has evolved. now, 
we play with more intensity. We 

will bring our a-game, we can 
do lots of things to hurt them.

“We always deeply respect 
our opponent. if not so many 
things are being written about 
Uruguay, then that is good for 
us.” tottenham’s Bentancur is 
set for a reunion with former 
Juventus team-
mate Cristiano 
ronaldo for 
the first time 
since the Por-
tugal captain’s 
controversial exit 
from Manchester 
United.

“With Cris-
tiano, i 

haven’t had the chance to talk to 
him,” he added.

“the last match we spoke 
at was when we saw each other 
in London, when we played 
against Manchester United.

“But we have a very good 
relationship between the two 
of us. He’s a great person 

and a great player. 
i’m sure i will 

greet him, we 
will talk to 
each other, 
and we will 
hug each 
other.”

Uruguay content to thrive in shadows ahead of Portugal clash

Uruguay’s midfielder Giorgian De Arrascaeta (centre) and teammates take part in a training session at the Al 
Erssal training grounds in Doha on Sunday. (AFP)

Uruguay’s midfielder Rodrigo Bentancur 
at a press conference at the Qatar Na-
tional Convention Center (QNCC) in Doha 

Portugal’s defender Pepe (centre) and teammates take part in a training session at Al 
Shahania SC in Al Samriya on Sunday. (aFP)

GrouP H: PortuGAl vS uruGuAy (10 Pm) At luSAil StAdium

Portugal’s coach Fernando 
Santos attends a team 
training session at Al 
Shahania SC.

Uruguay’s coach Diego Alonso at 
a press conference at the Qa-
tar National Convention Center 
(QNCC) in Doha on Sunday. (AFP)

ronaldo not weighed  
down by PortUgal PressUre

Key Stats
 Portugal made their World Cup debut in 
england in 1966, knocking out champi-
ons Brazil, reaching the semi-finals and 
finishing in third place - their best result 
so  r. 
 Portugal’s veteran striker Cristiano 
ronaldo is the leading scorer in the history 
of men’s international football, with 118 
goals for his nation.
 Portugal began their Group h campaign 
with a thrilling 3-2 win over Ghana where 
ronaldo became the first player to score in 
five World Cups.
 Double World Cup winners Uruguay 
won the inaugural tournament in their 
capital Montevideo in 1930 and lifted it 
again in 1950 by upsetting hosts Brazil.
 Uruguay finished third behind Brazil 

and argentina in South america’s qualifi-
ers, veteran forward luis Suarez top-
scoring with eight goals.
 Uruguay drew 0-0 with South Korea in 
their opening Group h game.

Previous meetings: 
 Portugal and Uruguay have played 
each other three times, with one win 
each - including the South americans’ 
victory at the 2018 World Cup - and a 
draw. 
 Portugal and Uruguay have played 
each other three times, with one win 
each - including the South americans’ 
victory at the 2018 World Cup - and a 
draw.

We always deeply respect 
our opponent. If not so many 
things are being written 
about Uruguay, then that is 
good for us.
Uruguay midfielder Rodrigo 
Bentancur

The 39-year-old 
defender Pepe is to 
replace Danilo 
Pereira in  
the starting XI to face 
Uruguay today
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Brazil will be with-
out their star forward 
Neymar for the sec-
ond World Cup group 

stage match against Switzer-
land owing to an ankle injury, 
the Brazilian federation (CBF) 
said on Friday.

Neymar suffered the right 
ankle injury during Thurs-
day’s opening 2-0 victory 
against Serbia and left the 

pitch in the 79th minute. in 
2019, the same injury ruled 
the player out of the Copa 
america.

right back Danilo will 
also miss the Switzerland 
game, the CBF said, mak-
ing way for veteran Daniel 

alves.
“We can already say we 

won’t have both players for 
our next game,” team doc-
tor rodrigo lasmar said.

lasmar said after ex-
aminations that Neymar had 

suffered ligament damage. 
Both players will now undergo 
extensive physiotherapy in a 
bid to be fit in time for the rest 
of the competition.

“it’s very important for us 
to remain calm,” lasmar said.

The spotlight was already 
shining brightly on No. 9 rich-
arlison after a stellar, scissor-
kick shot for his second goal 
against the Serbs.

Earlier, several media re-
ports in Brazil said Neymar 

and Danilo are also to miss the 
final group stage game against 
Cameroon on December 2, but 
that was not confirmed by the 
CBF.

record five-time winners 
Brazil are among the top fa-
vourites to lift the trophy on 
December 18 at the Qatar 
tournament.

Coach Tite said the Brazil 
camp was “confident that Ney-
mar will continue playing in 
the World Cup” as he revealed 
that their star had played on 
for several minutes with the 
injury to help his team.

Neymar meanwhile early 
Friday sent out an instagram 
post which seemed to suggest 
he believes he can play further 
games at the World Cup.

He posted a pic-
ture of a book page 
with the headline 
“Have Belief” in 
his instagram 
story.

“That is to 
believe that 
e v e r y t h i n g 
will be good 
despite chaos. 
it is the certainty 
that the best is yet 
to come. it is the un-
derstanding that everything 
has its time,” the text in Portu-
guese said.

He also said in another 
instagram post he was happy 
with the team’s start.

“Tough game, but it was 
important to win. Congratula-
tions team, first step taken... 6 
more to go,” he said, referring 
to the number of matches left 
including the final.

Neymar is yet to win the 
World Cup. at the 2014 tour-
nament in Brazil he was in-
jured in the quarter-final 
match against Colombia and 
in his absence Brazil crashed 
to a historic 7-1 semi-final de-
feat against Germany.

Brazil and Switzerland 
each have three points in 
Group G so far, with Brazil sit-
ting in first place with a goal 
differential of +2.

Tite said he had decided on 
his lineup but would not share 
it ahead of Monday evening. 
Serbia faces Cameroon earlier 
in the day.

Brazil ready 
for swiss But 
without Neymar

I made a mistake: Brazil coach Tite on Neymar injury
STATS Perform/DPA

Berlin 

Brazilcoach Tite conceded 
he made a mistake in not re-
alising earlier that Neymar 
had sustained an ankle injury 
in their World Cup win over 
Serbia.

Neymar hobbled off 
in the 80th minute of 
the Selecao’s 2-0 win on 
Thursday, having suf-
fered what has been 
described as a lateral 
ligament injury to 
his right ankle.

The Paris Saint-
Germain star shared an 
update on his official 
instagram account 

on Saturday, including photos 
of his heavily swollen foot.

Tite said in his post-match 
press conference that he was 
confident Neymar, as well as 

Danilo, who also suffered an 
injury against Serbia, would 
still be able to feature in Qa-
tar.

However, at his pre-match 
media conference ahead of 
Brazil’s second Group G game, 
against Switzerland, Tite said 
he could have handled his star 
man better.

“i made a mistake,” he 
said. “i did not realise and i 
want to publicly acknowledge 
this.

“He was injured, i didn’t 
see that he had an injury, we 
didn’t get that information.

“He tried to continue to 
play until he told us he was 
feeling his ankle, because 
right then he had the ability to 
try to push with the team, he 
participated in the goals.

“i hadn’t seen he had an 
injury, it was 10 minutes and 
it was not malicious, it was ac-

cidental.” 
Neymar was fouled nine 

times against Serbia and has 
been the subject of heavy 
treatment during his previous 
two World Cup appearances.

across the 2014 and 2018 
World Cups combined, Ney-
mar was fouled a leading 44 
times - or once every 21 min-
utes, more often than any oth-
er player impeded on at least 
25 occasions.

“if we want to celebrate the 
football we have to pay atten-
tion to the fouls, because they 
focus on specific players,” Tite 
said. “This is a fact and it has 

to be stopped.” Tite remains, 
however, confident that Ney-
mar and Danilo will both re-
turn before Brazil’s campaign 
in Qatar is over.

“That’s my opinion,” he 
said. “Medically i am not in a 
position to speak but i do have 
the medical reports.

“i can continue to say that 
not only about Neymar but 
also about Danilo. Both situa-
tions have changed, but we do 
believe both will be available 
to play.

When it was put to him 
that even without Neymar 
Brazil remain favourites to 
win the World Cup, Tite re-
plied: “Neymar is an extraor-
dinary talent, but we are also 
relying on our other players as 
well.

“There are other players. 
an assist from Vinicius [Jun-
ior], or creativity when finish-
ing a play from richarlison, a 
header from Pedro, a chance 
for Gabriel Jesus, raphinha, 
they have this ability.”

Brazil’s coach Tite attends a 
press conference in Doha on 
Sunday. (aFP)

swiss coach 
yakin: Brazil 

inspired me to 
play football 

AgencieS

SWiTzErlaND coach 
Murat Yakin said Sunday 
his side would not be over-
awed by Brazil ahead of 
their World Cup clash in 
Qatar, admitting the five-
time champions inspired 
him to play the game.

Both teams won their 
opening Group G matches 
and the winner of Mon-
day’s game could qualify 
for the knockout rounds, 

depending on the re-
sult of the earlier 

match between 
Cameroon and 
Serbia.

“Person-
ally, i have 
been look-
ing forward 
to this clash 

since the draw 
came out,” Yakin, 

a former Swiss in-
ternational, said on the 

eve of the match.
“Since my childhood, i 

spoke at length about Bra-
zil -- maybe that’s why i 
became a footballer.

“Of course, we are re-
ally looking forward to it. 
it’s great to play against big 
names and to show what 
we have.”

Yakin said his side had 
not changed their prepara-
tions for the game despite 
the absence of Brazil talis-
man Neymar, who is in-
jured.

“They have enough 
quality to compensate,” he 
said.

“Each and every one 
is super skilled, even the 
center backs and goalkeep-
er,” Switzerland coach Mu-
rat Yakin said Sunday, de-
scribing the Brazil players. 
“They are here to get the 
title. That’s almost a must 
for them.”

Tough team
Some of Europe’s best 

teams have found the Swiss 
a tough out in the past 18 
months.

Switzerland beat Por-
tugal and Spain in the Na-
tions league this year. last 
year, the Swiss eliminated 
world champion France 
in the European Champi-
onship and advanced to 
Qatar by finishing above 
Euro 2020 winner italy in 
their World Cup qualifying 
group.

“We’ve been challenged 
by great teams and we’ve 
been able to score,” said 
forward Xherdan Shaqiri, 
who is playing in his fourth 
World Cup, a Swiss record. 
“if we score a goal i think 
we can completely change 
the game.”

Shaqiri laid on the 
pass for Breel Embolo to 
score the only goal in a 
1-0 win against Cameroon 
that opened the group on 
Thursday. The Swiss did 
just enough to take the 
three points against its  
expected weakest  
opponent.

Switzerland will be 
without Noah Okafor, the 
Salzburg forward who has 
been a favored speedy op-
tion from the bench late in 
games.
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Group G: Brazil vs Switzerland (7 pm) at Stadium 974 

Switzerland’s coach Murat 
Yakin addresses a press confer-
ence in Doha on Sunday. (aFP)

 I made a mistake. I did 
not realise and I want to 
publicly acknowledge this. He 
was injured, I didn’t see that he 
had an injury, we didn’t get that 
information.

Brazil coach Tite

Key Stats
Brazil, unbeaten in qualify-
ing for Qatar, have won the 
World Cup five times and are 
favourites to win a record-
extending sixth title. 
Switzerland have reached 

the knockout stage in three 
of their last four World 
Cups -- in 2006, 2014 and 
2018 -- but crashed out at 

the group stage in 2010. 
Brazil have played in every 
World Cup since 1930 but 
have not reached the final 
since they last won the title 
in 2002.
Switzerland were unbeaten 
through qualifying, topping a 

group that included european 
champions italy.  
 
Previous meetings: 
Monday’s match will be 
the third time Brazil will have 
played Switzerland at the 
World Cup. 
The teams last met in the 
group stage of the 2018 
World Cup in russia, where 
they drew 1-1. They also drew 
2-2 at the 1950 World Cup. 
in nine matches against 
Switzerland, Brazil have re-
corded three wins, four draws 
and two losses. 

Neymar limps off the field with a 
swollen ankle at the end of Brazil’s 
Thursday match against Serbia. (AFP)

In 
Neymar’s 

absence, Brazil 
crashed to a his-

toric 7-1 semi-final 
defeat against 

Germany in 
2014 WC We can 

already say we 
won’t have 
{Neymar and 
Danilo] for our 
next game.
Brazil team doctor 
Rodrigo Lasmar


