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EMBRACE TRAVEL, EXPERIENCE A NEW JOURNEY.
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Maghrib:  4:45 pm     
Isha:  6:15 pm

HigH : 31°C
LOW : 23°C

hAze

his highness the Amir of State of Qatar Sheikh Tamim bin hamad Al Thani met with President of the 
Republic of Liberia George Weah and his accompanying delegation, who are visiting Qatar to attend part 
of the FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 matches, at Thumama Stadium on Sunday. During the meeting, they 
discussed bilateral relations and the ways to enhance and develop them. (QNA)

aMir Meets president of liberia Sheikha Moza attendS launch of 
‘one Million and one’ caMpaign

hh Sheikha Moza bint Nasser, Chairperson of Qatar Foundation, on Sunday attended Street Child United's 
launch of 'One Million and One', a global campaign to secure birth registrations for one million and one 
children living in street situations worldwide. he Sheikha hind bint hamad Al Thani, Vice Chairperson and 
CeO of Qatar Foundation, partner organisations and supporters attended the campaign launch at the 
education City. (QNA) page 6

Satyendra pathak
DOHa

It’s been a spectacular FIFA World Cup so 
far and everything Qatar has done has creat-
ed an environment that is so safe that people 
can come, make memories, and learn about 
the culture of different countries that are 
participating in the tournament, Ambassa-
dor of the United states of America to Qatar 
HE timmy t Davis has said.

“It is not that fans from across the 
world who are here will learn about the 
people and culture of Qatar only, there are 
also people from 31 other countries that 
are playing in the tournament. so it’s a 
very good chance to know the people and 
culture of different countries. so every day 
there are opportunities to expand Ameri-
cans’ view of the world,” the Us envoy told 
Qatar tribune on the sidelines of the in-
augural ceremony of the annual ‘Discover 
America Festival’ organised by the Lulu 
Group at its newly opened hypermarket at 
the Pearl Island.

the Us envoy continued,  “I am really 
enjoying the tournament, very satisfied 
and happy not only with what is happen-
ing inside the stadiums but also the actions 
that we are seeing outside.”

talking about the fifth annual strategic 
dialogue between Qatar and the United 
states of America that kicked off in Doha 

recently, he said, “Our strategic dialogue 
with Qatar is a model not just for the re-
gion but for the entire world. When talked 
during the workshops on this strategic 
dialogue about trade and commerce, we 
are talking about the opportunities, we are 
talking about Qatari priorities, and how we 
can support them. We are going to identify 
the ways in which we can encourage in-
vestments in both countries.”

“Whenever we talk about the strategic 
dialogue between the Us and Qatar, I am 
always impressed by Qatar National Vision 
2030. It looks like almost a decade now 
where Qatar wants to be and we want to 
be part of this vision. Our focus is on trade 
and commerce. the two countries need to 
look beyond energy cooperation and we 
got to build partnerships on the levels of 
small and medium enterprises, we got to 
build on people-to-people. the more our 
people are engaged there are better chanc-
es that we create greater opportunities that 
we don’t see now,” he said.

About agreements signed as part of the 
strategic dialogue, the Us envoy said, “Cur-
rently, I don’t have anything to announce 
but I think we will see a lot happening in 
the first quarter of 2023 and a lot about the 
strategic dialogue.” page 2

a spectacular fifa world Cup 
Qatar 2022 so far: us envoy

everything Qatar has done has 
created an environment that 
is so safe so that people can 

come, make memories, and learn about 
the culture of different countries that are 
participating in the tournament”
—HE Timmy T Davis, US ambassador

tHE Ministry of Education and Higher Edu-
cation (MEHE) has announced the results of 
the general secondary certificate for the end 
of the first academic class of the academic 
year 2022-2023. Director of students Assess-
ment Department at MEHE Khalifa saad Al 
Derham said that the ministry will embark 
on issuing the certificates in Arabic and Eng-
lish languages starting from tuesday, stating 
that 14,367 of male and female students have 
taken the tests at the end of the first class of 
the general secondary certificate at the public 
schools (Day & adult education), along with 
the private schools that pursue the national 
criteria during the period from Nov 6 to 16, 
2022. (QNA)

Morocco  
Stun BelgiuM

MOrOCCO deservedly beat a poor Belgium 2-0 to blow World Cup 
group F wide open on Sunday as yet another unexpected result 
hit Qatar 2022. Substitute abdelhamid Sabiri sent in a free-kick 
from out wide on 73 minutes and goalkeeper Thibaut Courtois 
allowed the ball to sneak under his body at the near post under 
pressure from romain Saiss. it was very similar to the end of the 
first half when Morocco thought they had taken the lead through 
Hakim Ziyech’s free-kick. But after a video review, the referee 
decided the offside Saiss was interfering in play as he moved to 
head the ball in front of Courtois. Zakaria aboukhlal added Mo-
rocco’s second in stoppage time to send the the throngs of fans 
wild in al Thumama Stadium. Morocco, who drew 0-0 with Croatia 
in their first game, had not won a World Cup match since 1998 
and are now in real contention for the last 16 having only previ-
ously managed the feat in 1986. (DPA) SportS page 1

Results of secondary 
certificate for end  
of first academic class 
2022-23 announced

HiS Highness the amir of State of Qatar Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad al 
Thani received a phone call from President of the islamic republic of 
iran Dr Ebrahim raisi on Sunday. During the phone call, the iranian 
president congratulated HH the amir on the kick-start of the FiFa 
World Cup Qatar 2022, and praised the good organisation, express-
ing his best wishes to the participating teams in the tournament. 
The phone call also touched on the bilateral relations and aspects 
of promoting them in various areas of cooperation, in addition to the 
most prominent developments of common concern. (QNA)

Iran president greets Amir 
on grand World Cup opening

'Die Mannschaft' keep 
last 16 hopes alive
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We respect Arab culture, say fans
MeriaM Jelliti 

Doha 

A number of foreign fans who came 
to Qatar to attend the World Cup said 
they have great respect for the Arab 
culture and they came to Qatar because 
they trust it as one of the safest coun-
tries in the world. Several fans who 
spoke to Qatar Tribune stressed that 
they have found love and respect in 
Qatar, the first Arab and Muslim coun-
try to host the FIFA World Cup.

A group of fans from Spain visiting 
the Boulevard street in Lusail shared 
about their week in Qatar which was 
filled with new discovery and excite-
ment. They praised the Qatari efforts 
and spoke about their experience start-
ing with their visit to mosques in Qatar 
and their respect for the Arab culture.

Louis Raya, who was among the  
Spanish group said, “We came to 
watch football and have fun, not to dis-
cuss how others should live their lives. 
We heard many crazy comments, but 
nothing made sense that’s why we de-
cided to see for ourselves and to expe-
rience the culture of this country. And 
we found love and respect, and every-
one here is understanding, kind, and 
very hospitable”.

Raya added, “We heard many 
things about the country’s culture, 
customs, and traditions, and we must 
respect them, and nothing is more 
beautiful than respect. The gathering 
of people of different races, it is amaz-
ing because they are from all over the 

world”.
The fans confirmed that they spent 

an exciting time with the tour guide, 
who spoke to them a lot about Islamic 
culture, noting that they had received 
gifts that were educational including 
cultural books.

During the tour at the very lively 
Lusail, a Croatian family was spot-
ted who said they’ve come to live the 
World Cup’s sensations, especially 
since it is the first time that it is being 
organised in a Middle Eastern country. 

The English-speaking daughter, Ella 
Adowa said, “What attracted us is the 
diversity of cultures and languages in 
Qatar, and I believe that the country 
has succeeded in organising the World 
Cup”.

Commenting about other groups  
which planned to boycott the event, 
Adowa stressed that sport was cre-
ated to unite people and for enjoyment 
only. She stressed that it is necessary 
to respect the culture and laws of every 
country, and that misinformation in 
some countries only sowed confusion.

One loud group of Argentina fans 
also shared their thoughts about their 
first time visiting Qatar and how much 
they admire the traditional costume.

Expressing his joy in being able to 
attend the World Cup, Paula who came 
all the way from Buenos Aires praised 
the diversity he’s seen during his stay 
in Qatar. “I have never felt so much 
peace in one place and I am extremely 
impressed with the stadiums and the 
amount of details and attention they 
have paid in creating all of this,” he 
noted.

The Argentinian group said they 
did not think for a moment to boycott 
the tournament, adding that organis-
ing it in an Arab Gulf country is one of 
the most important motives for com-
ing and getting to know the country’s 
culture, language, customs and tradi-
tions, which also made them feel at 
home. “The goal here is to enjoy the 
ball and support the teams,” they said.

 

Satyendra Pathak
Doha

I
T’S been a spectacular FIFA 
World Cup so far and everything 
that Qatar has done has created 
an environment that is so safe 
so that people can come, make 

memories, and learn about the cul-
tures of different countries that are 
participating in the tournament, 
Ambassador of the United States of 
America to Qatar HE Timmy T Davis 
has said.

“It is not that fans from across 
the world who are here will learn 
about the people and culture of Qa-
tar only, there are also people from 
31 other countries that are playing 
in the tournament. So it’s a very 
good chance to know the people 
and cultures of different countries. 
So every day there are opportuni-
ties to expand Americans’ view of 
the world,” the US envoy told Qa-
tar Tribune on the sidelines of the 
inaugural ceremony of the annual 
‘Discover America Festival’ organ-
ised by the Lulu Group at its newly 
opened hypermarket at the Pearl 
Island.

The US envoy continued, “I am 
really enjoying the tournament, very 
satisfied and happy not only with 
what is happening inside the stadi-
ums but also the actions that we are 
seeing outside.”

Talking about the fifth annual 
strategic dialogue between Qatar 
and the US that kicked off in Doha 
recently, he said, “Our strategic 
dialogue with Qatar is a model not 
just for the region but for the en-

tire world. When talked during the 
workshops on this strategic dia-
logue about trade and commerce, 
we are talking about the opportu-
nities, we are talking about Qatari 
priorities, and how we can support 
them. We are going to identify the 
ways in which we can encourage in-
vestments in both countries.”

“Whenever we talk about the 
strategic dialogue between the US 

and Qatar, I am always impressed by 
Qatar National Vision 2030. It looks 
like almost a decade now where Qa-
tar wants to be and we want to be 
part of this vision. Our focus is on 
trade and commerce. The two coun-
tries need to look beyond energy co-
operation and we got to build part-
nerships on the levels of small and 
medium enterprises, we got to build 
on people-to-people. The more our 

people are engaged there are better 
chances that we create greater op-
portunities that we don’t see now,” 
he said.

About agreements signed as part 
of the strategic dialogue, the US en-
voy said, “Currently, I don’t have 
anything to announce but I think we 
will see a lot happening in the first 
quarter of 2023 and a lot about the 
strategic dialogue.”

The Qatar-US Strategic Dialogue 
addresses several issues of mutual 
interest, including regional stabil-
ity, defense cooperation, public 
health, counterterrorism, combating 
human trafficking, human rights, 
climate change, energy efficiency, 
humanitarian assistance, strategic 
investments, economic coopera-
tion, and cultural and educational 
exchanges.

Speaking about the ‘Discover 
America Festival’ festival, the US 
ambassador said, “The trade rela-
tions between Qatar and the US are 
absolutely fantastic. We want that 
relationship to help build a strong 
foundation. We are working through 
Lulu Hypermarket today not only to 
bring regular products but also or-
ganic products and fresh meat in a 
bid to promote US products in Qa-
tar.”

He said that this festival is an ex-
ample of providing support to build 
the trade foundation between two 
countries.

“Discover America Festival is 
very important to us as it is showcas-
ing US foods, vegetables, and meat 
contributing greatly to promoting 
US products in Qatar. The festival 
is also introducing American cui-
sines and traditional foods including 
chickens and barbeques,” the envoy 
said.

He said that the festival is dis-
playing a wide range of products 
from all over the US from fresh 
fruits, vegetables, dairy products, 
and processed foods.

“Under the festival, Lulu Hyper-
markets are offering organic fruits 
and vegetables and vegan products 
giving opportunities to consum-
ers to try massive ranges of healthy 
foods,” he said.

It’s been a spectacular FIFa 
World cup so Far: us envoy
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A record 88,966 people attended the match between Argentina and Mexico 
at the Lusail Stadium on Saturday.

RecoRd attendance

hamad bin suhaim al thani chairman
adel ali bin ali managing director
dr hassan mohammed al ansari editor-in-chiefEstablishEd sEptEmbEr 3, 2006

I am really enjoying 
the tournament, 
very satisfied and 

happy not only with what 
is happening inside the 
stadiums but also the actions 
that we are seeing outside”
— HE Timmy T Davis

Our strategic dialogue 
with Qatar is a model 
not just for the region 

but for the entire world. When 
talked during the workshops 
on this strategic dialogue 
about trade and commerce, 
we are talking about the 
opportunities, we are talking 
about Qatari priorities, and 
how we can support them. We 
are going to identify the ways 
in which we can encourage 
investments in both countries”
— HE Timmy T Davis

Everything Qatar has done 
has created an environ-
ment that is so safe so 
that people can come, 
make memories, and learn 
about the culture of dif-
ferent countries that are 
participating in the tourna-
ment: Timmy T Davis
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MATCH Hospitality to host 1,000 frontline healthcare
workers as hospitality guests at FIFA WC Qatar 2022
TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK

QATAR

WITH the FIFA World Cup Qa-
tar 2022 now well under way, 
MATCH Hospitality – in col-
laboration with the Ministry of 
Public Health – has announced 
their plan to host 1,000 front-
line healthcare professionals as 
guests of the Official Hospitality 
Programme.

Dubbed ‘Frontline First’, the 
initiative is a gesture of thanks 
to the frontline healthcare 
workers for their efforts dur-
ing the COVID-19 pandemic, 
and in helping prepare to host 
a safe FIFA World Cup. Quali-
fying healthcare workers have 
been identified and will enjoy a 
match with hospitality as guests 
at what is gearing up to be the 
most successful and spectacular 
hospitality programme in sport-
ing history.

Announcing this initiative, 
Jaime Byrom, executive chair-
man of MATCH Hospitality, 
said: “The collective efforts of 
the State of Qatar, FIFA, the 
Supreme Committee, MATCH 
Hospitality and other stakehold-
ers are focused on and commit-

ted to delivering a warm, hospi-
table and safe FIFA World Cup 
experience for spectators from 
all over the world attending this 
historic event.

“Following the onset of the 
COVID-19 pandemic, the global 
healthcare sector came under 
immense pressure to limit the 
spread and socio-economic im-
pact of the virus. We all owe a 
debt of gratitude to the tireless 
and heroic endeavours of the 
frontline healthcare profession-

als who helped us navigate this 
global health crisis. We are look-
ing forward to hosting some of 
these heroes to a FIFA World 
Cup Qatar 2022 match, to ‘Ex-
perience First’ as our honoured 
guests of the Official Hospitality 
Programme.

“The goal of MATCH Hos-
pitality’s Frontline First guest 
programme is to acknowledge 
the frontline healthcare profes-
sionals’ dedication to mitigating 
the damage of the COVID-19 

virus. Qatar safely welcoming 
fans from all over the world 
would not have been possible 
without the commitment from 
the Qatar health authorities and 
the contribution and sacrifices 
of Qatar’s frontline healthcare 
professionals.

 “The Frontline First guest 
programme is a thank you to 
these heroes for their role in 
our collective mission to deliv-
er an amazing FIFA World Cup 
Qatar 2022.”

Minister of Public Health 
HE Dr Hanan Mohamed Al 
Kuwari welcomed the initia-
tive. “We are truly grateful of 
this warm and generous initia-
tive by MATCH Hospitality. The 
COVID-19 pandemic pressured 
our health systems to unprec-
edented extremes. Delivering 
a safe hosting environment is 
mission critical to the success 
of the FIFA World Cup Qatar 
2022, and the Qatar’s frontline 
healthcare professionals have 

played a vital role in making this 
possible,” she said.

The qualifying healthcare 
professionals are selected by 
way of a random draw by the 
MoPH and receive invitations 
from MATCH Hospitality to at-
tend a number of Group Match-
es including Qatar v Senegal at 
Al-Thumama Stadium, Qatar v 
Netherlands at Al-Bayt Stadium 
and Germany v Costa Rica at Al-
Bayt Stadium, and France v Tu-
nisia at Education City Stadium.

‘WC Qatar is wonderful, allegations 
against host country are misleading’

QNA
DOHA

SECOND Vice President of the Repub-
lic of Costa Rica and Minister of Sports 
Mary Munive Angermuller has ex-
pressed her appreciation for the excep-
tional arrangements and preparations 
by the State of Qatar for the FIFA World 
Cup Qatar 2022, describing them as 
“wonderful and beautiful”.

In an interview with QNA, Anger-
muller said the FIFA World Cup Qatar 
2022 made it possible to meet various 
nationalities and cultures on the land of 
Qatar and learn at the same time about 
the culture and civilization of Qatar, 
its architecture, museums, and tradi-
tional clothing and food, adding that 
the tournament also made it possible 
to examine the country’s renaissance, 
its advanced infrastructure, the hospi-
tality and generosity of its people and 
its respect for others. She stressed that 
everyone is now living this unique ex-
perience of the Qatar World Cup, which 
has become a source of happiness and 
joy for those who attend it or watch its 
various activities.

The Second Vice President of the 
Republic of Costa Rica denounced the 
organised smear campaigns that Qatar 
has been subjected to since it won the 
bid to host the World Cup, describing 
them as misleading, irresponsible and 
baseless allegations, adding, in a related 
context, that she believe that irrespon-
sible journalism exists everywhere and 
her country Costa Rica is no exception. 
She explained that they encountered 
complications with the press, which 
might not perform its journalistic role 
as it should, and they have suffered 
from it, explaining that such press 
might be behind this false information 
against Qatar.

She confirmed that her arrival and 
presence in Qatar, her awareness of 
people’s lifestyle, and the respect and 
hospitality they provide to their guests, 
revealed to her the falsity of those cam-

paigns and the incorrect information 
they broadcast and spread. Angermul-
ler stressed that Qatar’s unique and 
exceptional World Cup experience de-
serves to be conveyed to others to tell 
them: come and see the truth for your-
self; try this cultural sharing that is dif-
ferent from what you are used to and 
enjoy the game and the atmosphere of 
Qatar, which is very wonderful.

She added that the truth is that the 
mere presence in the State of Qatar to 
be part of the 32 countries participating 
in the FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 and 
the ability to raise the flag of the country 
in this far part of the World and sing our 
national anthem among large numbers 
of different nationalities is a great honor 
for any athlete, especially for us as rep-
resentatives of our government. She 
warned that the fake media campaigns 
against Qatar and the Qatar World Cup 
are intended primarily to detract from 
the real goal of the World Cup, which 
is to unite everyone to enjoy this global 
football event.

She emphasized the great impor-
tance of this edition of the World Cup, 
which is being held in the Middle East 
for the first time, especially in terms of 
introducing this strategic region of the 
world and promoting openness and cul-
tural communication between the peo-
ple of the region and the people of the 
whole world, pointing out that without 
the Qatar World Cup, all these crowds 
of masses and fans would not have 
come to the region and Qatar in particu-
lar to see for themselves and verify the 
falsity of the media and refute its allega-
tions, and experience at the same time 
openness and cultural exchange. She 
said Costa Rica was no exception, and 
they are really happy to come to Qatar, 
explaining that their delegation con-
sists of about two thousand people who 
came to get to know this region of the 
world, which would not have been pos-

sible without the World Cup in Qatar.
Angermuller hailed the relations 

between Qatar and the Republic of 
Costa Rica. She said the relations be-
gan strongly after 2010, noting that the 
Qatari embassy in the capital, San Jose, 
was the first embassy of a Middle East-
ern country there.

She explained that during her visit 
to Doha, she met with a number of of-
ficials and expressed to them her coun-
try’s thanks and gratitude for the assis-
tance provided by Qatar to confront the 
disaster of Hurricane Otto that struck 
Costa Rica in 2016, in addition to the 
medical aid and vaccinations that Qa-
tar provided to Costa Rica with the 
outbreak of the COVID-19 pandemic, 
which enabled Costa Rica to control the 
pandemic. She affirmed that Costa Rica 
is grateful to Qatar for all that and will 
never forget it.

Angermuller underlined that the 
Costa Rican government, which formed 
6 months ago, will continue the path of 
close relations with Qatar, noting that 
Costa Rica enjoys environmental and 
cultural richness and looks forward to 
exchanging experiences with Qatar and 
continuing to strengthen bilateral rela-
tions between the two countries.

Regarding Costa Rica’s participa-
tion in this edition of the World Cup, HE 
Second Vice President of the Republic 
of Costa Rica and Minister of Sports 
expressed shock and frustration due to 
the harsh defeat of the Costa Rican team 
in its first match against Spain, which it 
lost by 7 goals, but she saw no problem 
in falling, as the important thing is to get 
up again and continue progressing. She 
stressed that they are with the team and 
hoped that they appear in a better form 
in the next two matches against Japan 
and Germany, emphasizing that just be-
ing in Qatar among 32 teams and 200 
delegations of FIFA participating the 
tournament is considered a great honor.

Katara Blue Mosque:
A big attraction for
non-Muslim visitors

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

AMONG the many attractions at the 
Cultural Village Foundation (Ka-
tara), the Great Katara Mosque (Blue 
Mosque) has always been a centre 
of attraction. Even the non-Muslim 
foreigners are so curious that many 
of them enter the courtyard of the 
mosque and take souvenir photos.

The Katara has seen thousands of 
visitors each day, having lined up hun-
dreds of art, culture and entertainment 
activities coinciding with FIFA World 
Cup Qatar 2022.

The Katara has set up a lounge near 
the mosque which also has a sign put 
up which says: “Ask me about women 
in Qatar”. At the lunge, foreign women 
visitors can sit and drink tea and cof-
fee, and learn about social life in Qatar 
with a number of volunteers answering 
their queries.

Volunteer Umm Ahmed said: 
“The aim of preparing this place near 
the mosque is to introduce foreigners 
to the Qatari culture of clothing, food 
and drink, customs and traditions, and 
most of their questions are about so-
cial relations of the Qatari family and 
marriage traditions. Their social ques-

tions are mostly on the life of a Muslim 
based on Islamic values. Many of the 
visitors admit that their view of Islam 
and Muslims was tainted by a lot of un-
justified prejudice, but being in Qatar 
has helped change their views a hun-
dred and eighty degrees.”

At the entrance to the mosque, 
there are employees and preachers 
from the Qatar Guests Center for 
Introducing Islam of the Eid Chari-
table Foundation. They receive non-
Muslims and answer their questions 
and inquiries about the mosque. 
They also organize their entry to the 
mosque after prayers for people to 
get to know the inside atmosphere of 
a mosque.

Muhammad Saber, supervisor of 
the Department of Introducing Islam 
at the Qatar Guests Center, said that 
the centre offers the “mosque tour-
ism” event for non-Muslim foreigners, 
given that the mosque is the entrance 
to Islamic culture, and by answering 
visitors’ inquiries they can reach the 
correct picture of Islam. There are vol-
unteers who speak between 8 and 10 
languages, enabling them to interact 
with the visitors and introduce them 
to our Islamic culture, of which the 
mosque is the backbone.

Second Vice President of 
the Republic of Costa Rica 
and Minister of Sports Mary 
Munive Angermuller has 
said that everyone is now 
living this unique experi-
ence of the Qatar World 
Cup, which has become a 
source of happiness and 
joy for those who attend it 
or watch it



KHALID TAWALBEH
DOHA

FRIDA Kahlo-The Immersive 
Biography welcomes everyday 
visitors at Msheireb Museum’s 
Bin Jelmood House in the her-
itage zone of Msheireb Down-
town Doha.

The immersive experience is 
a journey through the life story 
of Frida Kahlo, one of the world’s 
most iconic artists. Accompanied 
by a unique collection of pho-
tographs capturing known and 
unknown moments of the artist’s 
life using video mapping tech-
nique, it creates a memorable 
experience for visitors by trans-
porting them into Frida’s world.

The theme explored in the 
experience is Frida Kahlo’s dif-
ficult life which was marked 
by prolonged illness and great 

passions.
Frida Kahlo was able to 

transform her immobility into 
opportunities and her suffer-
ings into works of art full of en-
ergy. The stories of her passion 
for art, Mexico, and tormented 
love for Diego Rivera, the com-
panion of her lifetime is told 
through an immersive creative 
medium.

Frida Kahlo was a Mexican 
painter, born on 6 July 1907, 
known for her many portraits, 
self-portraits, and works in-
spired by the nature and arte-
facts of Mexico. Inspired by the 
country’s popular culture, she 
employed a unique art style to 
explore questions of identity, 
post-colonialism, class, and 
race in Mexican society.

In 1925 Kahlo was involved 
in a bus accident, which so se-
riously injured her that she 
had to undergo more than 30 
medical operations in her life-

time. During her slow recovery, 
Kahlo taught herself to paint.

Her paintings often had 
strong autobiographical ele-
ments and mixed realism with 

fantasy. Kahlo has been de-
scribed as a surrealist or magi-
cal realist. She is known for 
painting about her experience 
of chronic pain. Her paintings 
were displayed in Paris and 
Mexico. She passed away on 13 
July 1954, and is still consid-
ered as one of the most famous 
artists in the world.

Hosted in the heart of 
downtown Doha, Frida Kahlo 
- The Immersive Biography 
is part of the cultural, art and 
entertainment activities host-
ed in Msheireb Downtown 
Doha as part of the World 
Cup activities. The slogan of 
the campaign, ‘Your World in 
a Downtown’, is a message to 
all visitors to come to discover 
Qatari culture and heritage in 
every aspect of the smart and 
sustainable city.

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

HE’S dressed in red and white, 
he’s hidden in the crowd, and 
he’s calling on football fans to 
find him. Heinz is becoming the 
most searched-for name of the 
season thanks to unlikely hero, 
Thomas Heinz, who is current-
ly in Doha, attending the most 
sought-after matches, and min-
gling with fans while wearing a 
jersey with his name on it.

Why are people trying to find 
him? Because Thomas Heinz is 
offering exclusive merchandise 
along with a grand prize worth 
QR10,000 to those who man-
age to spot him in the crowd – a 
stunt reminiscent of the classic 
‘Where’s Waldo?’ series that’s 
transforming Doha into a giant 
treasure hunt for visitors.

Thomas Heinz was ap-
proached by Heinz Arabia to 
attend football’s biggest event 
on behalf of the brand through 

this cheeky yet impactful stunt 
that’s successfully getting the 
Heinz name inside the stadium 
and around the premises. 

Rather than spending on 
traditional advertising, Heinz 
Arabia turned to the social 
community and found one of 
thousands of people named 
Heinz who can represent the 
iconic brand and hijack the 
football conversation.

From an ordinary life in 
Hamburg, Germany, Thomas 
Heinz has become a human 
billboard for Heinz Arabia and 
has found himself at the centre 
of arguably the biggest non-
advertising advertising stunt of 
the season.

Thomas Heinz has stated “I 
never thought my name would 
go viral. I mean, I’ve been re-
ferred to as Heinz Ketchup 
pretty often as a joke. But this… 
this is really something else. 
This is real. It’s a once in a life-
time kind of experience.”

Peep into Kahlo’s life at Msheireb Museum

Qatar holds a position of prestige 
on global civil aviation map: CAA

QNA
DOHA

THE success of the civil avia-
tion sector in fully preparing 
for the requirements of the 
FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022, 
has been affirmed by Moham-
med Faleh Al Hajri, in charge 
of managing Civil Aviation Au-
thority (CAA).

He also pointed out that 
the country was able to con-
firm its prestigious position in 
the world of aviation, through 
its presence in all international 
forums related to the civil avia-
tion sector.

Al Hajri indicated that im-
portant and comprehensive 
development plans for the Qa-
tari airspace were implemented 
after Qatar won the bid to host 
the FIFA World Cup. This in-
cluded the arrangements to 
handle the large expected travel 
movements. He also noted the 
increase in departure and arriv-
al routes, the modernisation of 
all air navigation systems and 
technologies, and the intensive 
training of the workforce.

He said that it is expected 
that the capacity of Hamad In-
ternational Airport (HIA) after 
the completion of the expan-
sion project, will reach 58 mil-
lion passengers annually. The 
project came in line with the 
operational intensity require-
ments during the FIFA World 
Cup Qatar 2022.

All procedures related to 
providing the best air naviga-
tion services during the World 
Cup period to ensure smooth 
aircraft movement in accord-
ance with the highest security 
and safety standards for all 
flights during this event, had 
been approved well in time, he 
said. More than 6,000 aircraft 
movements were recorded in 
the first week of the tourna-
ment, he added.

He noted that weather and 
climate data are being pro-
vided to fans and concerned 
parties through 46 meteorol-
ogy stations, including eight 
at the World Cup stadiums. All 
of them are equipped with the 
state-of-the-art technologies.

Regarding support for the 
expansion plans of Qatar Air-
ways, Mohammed Faleh Al 
Hajri said that the Authority has 
already signed a number of air 
transport agreements and plans 
to sign more to enhance the 
march of the State of Qatar’s air 
transport sector. This is meant 
to support the operational net-
work of Qatar Airways as well as 
its efforts to fly to all important 
tourist spots, and also to expand 
its network of destinations.

About the Authority’s ef-
forts to support the develop-
ment of civil aviation in de-
veloping countries, Al Hajri 
stressed that the State of Qatar 
has contributed in this field 
with a package of initiatives, the 
most important of which was 
Qatar’s contribution of $1 mil-
lion to ICAO’s campaign “No 

Country Left Behind”. He also 
reminded about the “Qatar-Af-
rican Cooperation Programme” 
in the field of human resources 
development for civil aviation 
in the African continent, which 
aims to raise the efficiency of 
human resources in the Afri-
can continent and consolidate 
frameworks of cooperation 
with civil aviation authorities 
in African countries.

He also referred to the con-
tribution of $100,000 to the 
ICAO initiative related to train-
ing courses for gender equality 
in the field of civil aviation, to 
train female cadres in least de-
veloped countries.

Regarding Qatar winning 
the membership of the ICAO 
Council, Mohammed Faleh 
Al Hajri, in charge of manag-
ing Civil Aviation Authority 
(CAA), said that it was a his-
toric achievement, which fol-
lows a series of other great 
achievements made by the civil 

aviation system in the State 
of Qatar. It also represents an 
affirmation of the pivotal role 
played by the State of Qatar in 
the field of civil aviation indus-
try worldwide and its contribu-
tions in this field.

He stressed Qatar’s constant 
keenness to fulfil its obligations 
towards the International Civil 
Aviation Organisation, par-
ticipate actively in all the initia-
tives it launched to advance the 
international civil aviation sec-
tor and strengthen the aviation 
system in other countries, and 
strive towards achieving any 
cooperation that would con-
tribute to reaching a high and 
developed level of international 
civil aviation.

The establishment of the 
Doha Flight Information Region 
(FIR) is also considered the be-
ginning of a new and very im-
portant phase for the local civil 
aviation industry, he said. It will 
benefit the local civil aviation in-

dustry greatly and in many ways 
like addition of new air routes, 
increased capacity of the aircraft 
waiting area in the air, increased 
search and rescue area in ac-
cordance with the FIR’s new 
dimensions besides other ben-
efits. These in turn, will reflect 
positively on the regional avia-
tion sector and further enhance 
air safety by improving the op-
erational efficiency in the entire 
region, he said.

Its strategic location has 
made the State of Qatar a major 
centre for global transit move-
ment, he said, attracting major 
international airlines. Having 
the best airport in the world ac-
cording to Skytrax ratings is an 
added attraction.

On cooperation between 
the Authority and ICAO, he in-
dicated that there is a strategic 
partnership with the Interna-
tional Civil Aviation Organisa-
tion through joint work and 
exchange of experiences in all 
fields. The State of Qatar con-
tinues its permanent support 
for the plans and programmes 
of the organisation to help 
it achieve its goals including 
those on a sustainable future 
for the aviation sector.

He pointed out that State of 
Qatar had signed 174 air trans-
port agreements with various 
countries of the world, a number 
of them recently on the sidelines 
of the ICAO Council’s meet-
ings, such as the final agreement 
with Seychelles, and the final 
agreement with Suriname and 
Barbados in the Caribbean. A 
memorandum of understanding 
(MoU) was also signed with the 
Dominican Republic in air cargo 
flights between the two coun-
tries, he added.

On the comprehensive air 
transport agreement with the 
European Union, he praised the 
agreement, as it opens promis-
ing future horizons for coop-
eration and partnerships in the 
fields of aviation, and also guar-
antees increased travel between 
the State of Qatar and the Euro-
pean Union countries.

One of the most important 
achievements of this agree-
ment is that it has paved the 
way for increased operations 
to major cities in Europe. It 
has also secured many gains 
for Qatar Airways. At the same 
time, this agreement provides 
the opportunity for any car-
rier from the European Union 
to operate flights to Doha. This 
reflects positively on the travel 
sector and creates various op-
tions for the consumer by pro-
viding a large number of flights 
to various European destina-
tions, he added.

Mohammed Faleh Al Hajri 
stressed that the agreement 
contributes to enhancing the 
process of trade, economic 
and cultural exchange with 
Europe, increasing the rates of 
air freight traffic and advanc-
ing the operational business 
of travel and tourism offices as 
well as air freight offices. 

Real-life version of ‘Where’s 
Waldo?’ on streets of Doha

The establishment of the Doha Flight Information Region (FIR) is also 
considered the beginning of a new and very important phase for the 
local civil aviation industry, said Mohammed Faleh Al Hajri, in charge of 
managing Civil Aviation Authority (CAA).

Japanese television star in 
action with Costa Rica fans
Japanese television star Seiya strikes some duelling poses with 
Costa Rica fans at Doha Corniche! Costa Rica have beaten Japan 
1-0 in the second-round Group stage match at the Ahmad Bin Ali 
Stadium on Sunday afternoon.
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mourns 
Engineer Mahmoud Ahmad Amer 

CEO and Founder of Ideal Solutions 
who passed away on Saturday 

(November 26, 2022)

Condolences will be received from men and  
women for three days 

From 4 pm until 10 pm 
The condolence tent for men is located at Fereej 

Kulaib, next to the American School

Women can offer condolences at his daughter’s 
house in Al Sadd, opposite Dari Mart

For information: 59959900

May Allah bless the departed soul with eternal peace  
and grant him the highest place in Heaven

CONDOLENCES

05Monday, November 28, 2022
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Sheikha Moza attends Street Child United’s 
‘One Million and One’ campaign launch

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

STREET Child United on Sunday offi-
cially launched ‘One Million and One’, 
a global campaign to secure birth reg-
istrations for one million and one chil-
dren living in street situations world-
wide.

In front of a select audience that 
included Her Highness Sheikha 
Moza bint Nasser, chairperson of Qa-
tar Foundation, and Her Excellency 
Sheikha Hind bint Hamad Al Thani, 
vice-chairperson and CEO of Qatar 
Foundation, partner organisations and 
supporters, John Wroe, co-founder 
and CEO of Street Child United (SCU) 
announced the legacy initiative fol-
lowing the success of the recent Street 
Child World Cup delivered in partner-
ship with Qatar Foundation. 

The campaign, which will run be-
tween the FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 
and the FIFA World Cup 2026 in North 
America, will be a collaboration of ef-
forts and include several milestones 
along the course of the four years, in-

cluding the Street Child Cricket World 
Cup 2023, India; the Street Child 
Games 2024, Paris and the Street Child 
World Cup 2026, North America.

Explaining the ambitious initiative, 
John Wroe said, “It is estimated one 
billion people don’t have an identity, 
over half of whom are children. Chil-
dren who are deprived of their basic 
human rights, children who are with-

out access to basic services - education, 
healthcare, and social care, children 
who, without legal identification like 
a birth certificate, are essentially in-
visible. How do we change this? Birth 
registration.

“‘One million and one’ is by far our 
most ambitious legacy campaign to 
date, but we believe with the support 
of our partners we can fulfil this game-

changing movement and give every 
child the right to live the life they truly 
deserve.”

Street Child United, alongside part-
ners Consortium for Street Children, 
Toybox, Muslim Hands and a further 
50 non-profit organisations working 
directly with street-connected young 
people in country, will work together to 
achieve this goal. 

The campaign will also be support-
ed by an official documentary piece 
that will be released on the Interna-
tional Day of Street Children on April 
12, 2023, at an exclusive premier in 
New York, supported by a story series 
that will share the inspiring voices of 
children behind the goal.

QF’s commitment to supporting 
Street Child United saw it host the 
Street Child World Cup 2022 at Educa-
tion City in October, bringing together 
28 teams from 25 countries for an 
eight-day event. Alongside the football 
tournament, participants joined art 
workshops and child-friendly congress 
sessions to bring to light some of the 
adversities faced by vulnerable youth.

Environment ministry showcases 
Qatar’s wildlife in Darb Al Saai

Deputy PM, Jordanian 
counterpart review ties

QNA 
DOHA

THE Ministry of Environment 
and Climate Change (MECC) is 
participating in this year’s Darb 
Al Saai activities with a distin-
guished pavilion as part of cel-
ebrations of the Qatar National 
Day under the slogan ‘Our Unity 
Source of Our Strength’.

The ministry’s events during 
the whole period of the celebra-
tions will run until Sunday, De-
cember 18, 2022.

The MECC’s participation in 
Darb Al Saai comes under the 

event ‘Nurseries’, where MECC’s 
pavilion includes four sections 
of wildlife nurseries that contain 
wild trees and plants, while oth-
er sections contain Arabian oryx, 
gazelles, ostriches, houbara bus-
tards, rabbits and wild reptiles.

Display screens were allo-
cated to showcase MECC’s ef-
forts in conserving the Qatari 
environment and developing the 
wildlife, and for the first time, 
MECC is participating in Darb Al 
Saai with distinguished events in 
cooperation with Qatar Scientific 
Club with an initiative to reuse 
the plastic materials through 

providing an electric scooter that 
collects plastic bottles from the 
public to be further utilised in 
the recycling process.

Commenting on the occa-
sion, Director of the Public Re-
lations Department at MECC 
Farhoud Hadi Al Hajri said that 
what distinguishes the partici-
pation in Darb Al Saai this year, 
is that it coincides with Qatar’s 
hosting of the FIFA World Cup 
Qatar 2022, adding that MECC 
seeks to introduce the public to 
its role and its efforts in organis-
ing a sustainable environmental 
tournament through the eco-

friendly sporting facilities during 
this event.

He called on the public to 
visit the ministry’s pavilion in 
Darb Al Saai and have a glimpse 
of the most prominent tourist 
and environmental landmarks 
in Qatar, including the distin-
guished biodiversity the country 
enjoys.

He confirmed that MECC’s 
pavilion offers several competi-
tions and recreational sections to 
the public throughout the entire 
period of the celebrations, in ad-
dition to organising daily aware-
ness and cultural workshops.

QNA 
DOHA

DEPUTY Prime Minister and 
Minister of Foreign Affairs HE 
Sheikh Mohammed bin Abdul-
rahman Al Thani on Sunday met 
with Deputy Prime Minister and 
Minister of Foreign Affairs and 
Expatriates of Jordan Dr Ayman 
Al Safadi, who is visiting Doha 
to attend some of the matches of 
the FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022.

The meeting reviewed rela-
tions between the two countries 

and the developments in the re-
gion, in addition to a host of top-
ics of mutual interest.

During the meeting, the 
Jordanian deputy prime min-
ister congratulated Qatar on its 
success in organising the World 
Cup.

For his part, the deputy 
prime minister and minister of 
foreign affairs expressed Qatar’s 
appreciation to Jordan for its 
cooperation with Qatar and its 
support for the success of the 
tournament.

Qatar Fashion United by CR Runway set to attract 150 designers

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

QATAR Creates and CR Runway 
on Sunday announced details 
for the world’s biggest fashion 
show, Qatar Fashion United by 
CR Runway, taking place be-
tween the semifinal and final 
matches at the FIFA World Cup 
Qatar 2022 on December 16. 

Highlighting the intersec-
tion of fashion, culture, music 
and sports, this history-making 
global showcase will feature 
works by more than 150 design-
ers from six continents and 50 
countries presented in front of 
25,000 spectators at the centre 
of the Ras Abu Aboud 974 Sta-
dium. 

To be held under the auspic-
es of Qatar Creates — the year-
round movement that curates, 
promotes and celebrates the di-
versity of the country’s cultural 
activities — the epic fashion 
show and cultural gathering will 
put a global spotlight on the con-
nections among fashion, sport 
and music that bind people and 

communities together across 
cultures. 

The unprecedented scale of 
the catwalk will present tomor-
row’s design talents, including 
21 Qatar-based brands and more 
from the MENA region, who will 
share the stage with the most ac-
claimed and internationally rec-
ognised icons in fashion. 

The event will feature show-
stopping performances by in-
ternational superstars, includ-
ing DJ Snake, Kadim Al Sahir, 
Khaled, Nancy Ajram, Ozuna, 
Zakes Bantwini, and more. 

Comprising four uniquely 
designed and highly choreo-
graphed runway presentations, 
the show will feature an Opening 
Act with national ambassadors 
representing the 32 countries 
in the World Cup, all sporting 
customised jerseys. Immedi-
ately following, two local Qatari 
brands - Aliya Al Obaidly and 
Harlienz - have collaborated to 
put on a special performance en-
titled ‘Where the Sand Touches 
the Sea’ that is inspired by Qa-
tar’s traditional practices of pearl 

diving which will feature a con-
temporary rendition of the Gulf 
folk song ‘Tob Tob ya Bahar’ by 
Qatari composer Hala Al Emadi 
that will be performed by Dana. 

Act 2, ‘The Fashion World 
Tour’, will be a grand celebra-
tion showcasing exceptional 
works from designers from six 
continents. Act 3 and the finale, 
‘One Night in Qatar’, will be an 
extravaganza of haute couture 
and eveningwear created exclu-
sively by international designers 
and brands for Qatar Fashion 
United by CR Runway. 

Throughout the event, 21 
Qatar-based brands presented 
by M7 – Qatar’s creative hub for 

entrepreneurship in fashion, de-
sign and technology – will par-
ticipate in the event.

Qatar Fashion United by CR 
Runway positions local and re-
gional designers alongside some 
of the most internationally rec-
ognised brands in fashion at one 
of the most sought-after plat-
forms in the industry. The event 
will put a spotlight on the next 
generation of designers, many 
of whom will stage their collec-
tion in a global fashion show for 
the first time. 

The Qatar-based brands par-
ticipating in the event are 1309, 
Aldukan, Aliya Al Obaidly, Tam-
ader Alsultan, Drizzle, Ghada 

Al Buainain, Hairaat, Hamadis, 
Harlienz, Kaltham’s Pavilion, 
Lorenaa Michelle, Maryam Al 
Darwish, Mhefhef, Muna Saad, 
Naila Al Thani, Trzi, TIIYA, 
WAAD Designs, WADHA, Wit 
Noiz, and Yasmin Mansour.

Qatar Fashion United by 
CR Runway will raise funds in 
support of Education Above 
All, a not-for-profit organisa-
tion chaired by Her Highness 
Sheikha Moza bint Nasser and 
Her Excellency Sheikha Al Ma-
yassa bint Hamad bin Khalifa Al 
Thani that provides educational 
opportunities to underserved 
children and youth and empow-
ers women to become active 

members of their communities. 
All proceeds from ticket sales 
will benefit the cause.

“It is a singular historic event 
for Qatar to host this FIFA World 
Cup, the first to be held in any 
Arab nation, and only the most 
spectacular celebration of fashion 
and culture can match this great 
occasion,” said Sheikha Mayassa, 
chairperson of Qatar Museums. 
“Just as the World Cup brings 
together people from across the 
entire globe for the excitement 
of high athletic achievement, so 
will Qatar Fashion United by CR 
Runway be electrifying audienc-
es here in Doha and everywhere 
with the splendor of this unprec-
edented creative gathering.” 

Qatar Fashion United by 
CR Runway was conceived by 
Sheikha Mayassa, curated by the 
French editor and visionary styl-
ist Carine Roitfeld and directed 
by CR Runway CEO Vladimir 
Restoin Roitfeld. This will be 
the third edition of CR Runway, 
following CR Runway x Luisavi-
aroma in Florence in 2019 and 
the CR Runway x AmfAR virtual 
show to fight against COVID-19 
in 2020.

For information to purchase 
tickets for Qatar Fashion United 
by CR Runway or the Qatar Cre-
ates One Pass, please visit www.
qacreates.com.  

•	 Event	to	showcase	21	Qatar-based	brands	and	
more	from	MENA	region	

•	 All	proceeds	to	benefit	the	Education	Above	All



TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

IN a bid to create an unforget-
table experience for World Cup 
visitors to Qatar, several new 
languages have been added 
to the free Qatari Phrasebook 
app developed by QF partner 
Georgetown University in Qa-
tar’s (GU-Q) Arabic language 
programme. 

With the newest update, the 
smartphone app now offers na-
tive speakers of English, French, 
Hindi, Spanish, Filipino, Urdu, 
Nepali, Chinese and Turkish 
access to both the written and 
spoken form of more than 1,700 
common Arabic words and 
phrases in the Qatari dialect.

“For the app, we specifically 
focused on the dialect spoken 
in Qatar, making it easier for 
visitors, tourists and even Arabic 
speakers from across the region 
to interact and engage with lo-
cals in Qatar in a truly authentic 
way,” said app creator and Ara-
bic language instructor at GU-Q 
Hany Fazza. “We hope that by 
learning a new language, visitors 
to Qatar can become a part of the 
community and to see Qatar in a 
whole new way.” 

The Qatari Phrasebook app 
also works offline and is divided 
into different commonly refer-
enced topics to encourage users 
to order food, ask for directions, 
talk about the weather or just of-
fer a warm greeting to the people 
they meet at the much antici-

pated and history-making tour-
nament. 

Qatari GU-Q students lent 
their voices for the audio pro-
nunciation guide and contribut-
ed to the list of authentic words 
and phrases they use with their 
friends and in their communi-
ties.

“I believe this is the first 
time a dedicated phrasebook has 
been offered to World Cup visi-
tors to help them navigate a for-
eign language so they don’t have 
to depend on translation web-
sites,” said Fazza. “These web-
sites are very limited because 
direct translations don’t always 
convey meaning, which can lead 
to misunderstandings and mis-
communication,” he added

This isn’t the first time the 
app played an important role in 
Qatar’s sports sector, said Fazza. 
“We’ve already collaborated with 
QF to provide language training 
for sporting event volunteers us-
ing the app. 

QNA 
DOHA

SPEAKER of the Shura Coun-
cil HE Hassan bin Abdullah Al 
Ghanim held a meeting with a 
number of parliamentary offi-
cials on Sunday.

The Shura Speaker met 
with Chairman of Libya’s 
High Council of State Khalid 
Al Mishri, President of Bra-
zil’s Chamber of Deputies Ar-

thur Cesar, Deputy Speaker 
of Jordan’s Council of Repre-
sentatives Haitham Ziyadin, 
Deputy Speaker of Rwandan 
Parliament Mussa Fazil, Chair-
man of the Libyan-Qatari 
Parliamentary Friendship 
Group in the Libyan Parlia-
ment Issa Al Araibi, Chairman 
of the Jordanian-Qatari Par-
liamentary Friendship Group 
in the Jordanian Council of 
Representatives Madallah Al 

Tarawneh and Chairman of the 
Moroccan-Qatari Parliamen-
tary Friendship Group in the 
Moroccan Parliament Najwa 
Koukouss.

During the meeting, the vis-
iting parliamentarians praised 
the outstanding organisation 
of the FIFA World Cup Qatar 
2022 and Qatar’s advanced 
infrastructure, stressing that 
Qatar has proven its ability to 
organise an exceptional tour-

nament and succeeded in cre-
ating the right atmosphere 
for this football festival, and 
achieving its goals in promot-
ing communication and rap-
prochement between nations.

The meeting also reviewed 
a host of issues related to par-
liamentary work and the ways 
to strengthen parliamentary 
relations. A number of mem-
bers and officials of the Shura 
Council attended the meeting.

Shura speaker welcomes  
parliamentary delegations

Qatar Museums invites QID holders to experience 
Qatar’s art and cultural offerings free of charge

Ministry recalls Porsche Macan S and Macan Turbo 
2014-18 models & Mercedes-Benz GLS 2021 model

Qatar Charity distributes relief aid 
to flood-affected people in Yemen

GU-Q professor’s 
Qatari language app 
inspires visitors to 
see Qatar in new way

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

THE Ministry of Commerce and 
Industry (MoCI), in cooperation 
with Porsche Centre Doha Al-
Boraq Automobiles, Qatar’s Por-
sche dealership, has announced 
the recall Porsche Macan S and 
Macan Turbo, 2014-2018 mod-
els, as affected vehicles do not 
conform with the manufactur-
er’s specifications for fuel con-
sumption and CO2 emissions.
The recall covered 193 cars.

The ministry, in cooperation 
with Nasser Bin Khaled Auto-

mobiles, Qatar’s Mercedes-Benz 
dealership, has announced the 
recall of Mercedes-Benz GLS, 
2021 model, as the coding of the 
instrument cluster control unit 
does not correspond with the 
latest series production configu-
ration possibly causing transfer 
case maintenance not to appear.

The ministry said the re-
call campaign comes within the 
framework of its ongoing efforts 
to protect consumers and ensure 
that car dealers follow up on ve-
hicle defects and repairs.The 
ministry said that it will coordi-
nate with the dealer to follow up 

on the maintenance and repair 
works and will communicate 
with customers to ensure that the 
necessary repairs are carried out. 

The Ministry urged all cus-
tomers to report any violations 
to its Consumer Protection 
and Anti-Commercial Fraud 
Department, which processes 
complaints, inquiries and sug-
gestions through Call Center: 
16001, email: info@moci.gov.
qa, Twitter @MOCIQATAR, 
Instagram MOCIQATAR and 
the ministry’s mobile applica-
tion available on iPhone and 
Android devices MOCI_QATAR

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

QATAR Charity (QC) has pro-
vided relief aid to people af-
fected by the floods and rain in 
Yemen’s Dhamar Governorate 
to meet their urgent needs and 
alleviate their suffering. 

The aid included food 
packages, which benefited 815 
families of internally displaced 
persons (IDPs) and people af-
fected by the heavy rains in the 
Jahran and Dawran districts 
and the Dhamar city. Two shel-
ter projects are expected to be 
implemented for the affected 
soon.

The beneficiaries expressed 

their happiness with this assis-
tance, thanking the benefactors 
of Qatar and Qatar Charity for 
providing the humanitarian aid 
they desperately need. 

Muhammad Ali, one of the 
affected, said that the roof of 
his house collapsed because of 
the rain, causing him to lose 
all his furniture, and his house 
became uninhabitable, adding 
that one of his relatives shel-
tered him in a room where he 
lives with his children. 

He thanked the benefactors 
and Qatar Charity for provid-
ing the aid. 

Fathia Sinan Saleh said that 
her house was cracked due to 
the heavy rains and she could 

not repair it, indicating that 
she has eight children and her 
husband is unemployed. 

She expressed her happi-
ness with the food aid from Qa-
tar Charity.

The rains and flood that 
hit the Dhamar Governorate 
caused huge human and mate-
rial damage. About 626 houses 
were damaged, either com-
pletely collapsed or partially 
damaged, and the number of 
affected people reached nearly 
4,000 in villages and IDPs 
camps. 

The rains sank the tents 
and water entered the IDPs 
camps, which caused the loss 
of everything they had.

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

QATAR Museums has an-
nounced that entry to all mu-
seums will be available free 
of charge to Qatar ID holders 
from November 27, and invited 

members of the community to 
experience the very best of the 
country’s art and cultural offer-
ings, with free admission to a 
number of ongoing exhibitions.

With the exception of M7’s 
Valentino Forever exhibition, 
residents of Qatar will have 

free access to Qatar’s extensive 
portfolio of galleries and mu-
seums at no charge, including 
National Museum of Qatar, the 
Museum of Islamic Art and the 
3-2-1 Qatar Olympic & Sports 
Museum.  

Qatar’s plethora of muse-

ums and gallery spaces are at 
the centre of Doha’s thriving 
cultural landscape. From tra-
ditional Islamic craft and his-
torical objects to modern and 
contemporary art, this diverse 
network has a vast amount to 
offer.
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Fans from different countries  
celebrate football during the FIFA 

World Cup Qatar 2022.

UNITED BY 
 THE POWER OF  
FOOTBALL

Qatar fulfilled its promise to host exceptional WC: Leaders
QNA 
DOHA 

QATAR’S impressive success 
in hosting the FIFA World Cup 
Qatar 2022 continues to grab 
the attention of senior political 
and sports officials worldwide, 
who affirmed that Qatar ful-
filled all promises to organise an 
exceptional and unprecedented 
World Cup, hailing the achieve-
ments as the best response to 
suspicious campaigns intended 
to disparage Qatar’s capabili-
ties.

Former Russian Minister of 
Sports Vitaly Mutko said that 
Qatar fulfilled all promises it 
made while submitting for its 
World Cup bid in 2010, hailing 
Qatar’s adherence to its ethics 
while throwing its full weight 
behind hosing a high-profes-
sional championship.

Speaking to Russian press, 
Mutko said that Qatar’s perfor-
mance since the kick-off of the 
tournament on November 20 
clearly reflects its full prepared-
ness, expressing his admiration 

for the stadiums that it con-
structed and the atmosphere of 
the first-ever World Cup to be 
held in an Arab country.

“The atmosphere in Qatar is 
very good, but those who do not 

want to see the World Cup held 
in other places, and envy Qatar 
for that...,” he said, lambasting 
the campaigns targeting Qatar’s 
World Cup bid.

“The development in Qatar 
shows that it is worthy of this 
prominent sporting merit, and 
fans are very happy with foot-
ball, which has taken centre 
stage,” Mutko added.

President of the Colombian 
Football Federation Ramon 
Jesurun said sports need to be 
separated from politics, stress-
ing the need to respect the pri-
vacy of the World Cup hosting 
country.

Football celebrations should 
distance themselves from all 
issues that have nothing to do 
with the World Cup or football 
itself, Jesurun told Colombia’s 
Blu Radio, adding that the 
World Cup is held every four 

years, and other matters should 
be excluded.

Asian Football Confedera-
tion (AFC)’s accredited lecturer 
Alisher Nikimbayev hailed this 
World Cup as the best in the 
championship history, stressing 
that it is being held in one of the 
safest countries in the world.

Speaking to Russia’s sport-
express newspaper, Nikim-
bayev said that HH the Amir 
Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al-
Thani is a great sports fan, and 
enthusiastic about attending 
many sporting events.

He added that Qatar’s good 
World Cup hosting enabled all 
fans, journalists and media pro-
fessionals to watch the largest 
number of matches, which did 
not happen in other tourna-
ments, and will not be repeated 
in any other country hosting the 
World Cup.

Nikimbayev dismissed as 
lies the claims that free tickets 
were given to fans, stressing 
that he, despite being a lecturer 
at the Qatar Football Associa-
tion, did not get any discount for 
any match ticket he purchased.

In this context, a Washing-
ton Post report highlighted the 
innovative and unprecedented 
solutions presented by the State 
of Qatar to host the World Cup, 
including building the 974 Sta-
dium with shipping containers, 
which is supposed to be dis-
mantled after the event in Qatar 
and sent to another country.

“Building a temporary sta-
dium is great; the Qataris deal 
with issues more than others,” 
the report cited visiting associ-
ate professor of political science 
and international relations at 
Georgetown University in Qa-
tar, Danyel Reiche, as saying.



North Korea’s Kim says ‘ultimate 
goal’ is having most powerful force

DPA 
SEOUL 

STRONGMAN Kim Jong Un 
has said that North Korea’s 
“ultimate goal” is having the 
world’s strongest nuclear force.

State media on Sunday 
cited Kim as saying that build-
ing a nuclear force to protect 
North Korea and its people is 
“the greatest and most impor-
tant revolutionary cause, and 
its ultimate goal is to possess 
the world’s most powerful stra-
tegic force, the absolute force 
unprecedented in the century.” 
Kim made the comments on 
Saturday as he promoted doz-
ens of officials involved in the 
recent test of a “Hwasong-17,” 
a new type of intercontinental 
ballistic missile (ICBM), which 
he referred to as “the world’s 
strongest strategic weapon.” 
The officials and scientists 
“made a wonderful leap for-
ward in the development of the 
technology of mounting nuclear 
warheads on ballistic missiles,” 
demonstrating to the world “the 
firm resolution, decisive execu-
tive ability, great potentials and 

the confident, ever-victorious 
future of our state advancing 
towards the goal of building the 
world’s strongest army,” Kim 
said.

North Korea’s most recent 
launch of an ICBM earlier this 

month was met with interna-
tional criticism.

Missiles with the capability 
to travel more than 5,500 kilo-
metres are counted as ICBMs. 
UN resolutions prohibit North 
Korea from testing ICBMs and 
other ballistic missiles that, de-
pending on their design, can be 
armed with a nuclear warhead.

Nuclear-armed North Ko-
rea is currently testing missiles 
at an unusually high frequency. 
Observers fear that Pyongyang’s 
first nuclear test in years is im-
minent.

UN resolutions prohibit 
North Korea from testing 
ICBMs and ballistic missiles 
that can be armed with a 
nuclear warhead. 

DPA 
BEIJING 

HUNDREDS of young people 
took to the streets of Beijing 
and Shanghai over the week-
end to demonstrate against 
the Chinese government’s 
strict coronavirus contain-
ment measures in the largest 
protests seen in the country for 
decades.

Demonstrators shouted, 
among other things: “Down 
with the Communist party! 
Down with [President] Xi Jin-
ping!” in videos shared online.

There was also footage 
showing several people being 
taken away by the police.

The protests, highly unu-
sual in the Communist-ruled 
country with more than 1.4 bil-
lion inhabitants, were appar-
ently triggered by anger over a 
deadly fire that broke out in a 
residential building in Ürüm-
qi in which at least 10 people 
were killed earlier in the week.

Several residents said on 
social media that the restric-
tions had hampered rescue ef-
forts, with some people strug-
gling to escape the burning 

building due to locked doors.
Some also left their apart-

ments too late, or not at all, 
out of fear of violating the lock-
down restrictions, according to 
reports.

Large parts of the Xinjiang 
region and its capital, Ürümqi, 
have been under lockdown for 
more than 100 days.

Hundreds of students gath-
ered on the campus of Beijing’s 
Tsinghua Universty, Xi’s alma 
mater. Video footage showed 
them holding up blank sheets 
of paper.

“If we do not speak up out 
of fear, we will disappoint our 
people,” a young woman said, 
adding she would regret it for 
the rest of her life.

Those around her respond-

ed that she should not be fear-
ful.

Residents in Beijing broke 
down fences cordoning off 
their homes, calling for an end 
to lockdowns. Wuhan, Chong-
qing and Ürümqi also saw pro-
tests. China is currently see-
ing its highest COVID-19 case 
numbers since the beginning of 
the pandemic. On Sunday, the 
health commission in Beijing 
reported a record number of 
more than 39,000 new cases.

Extensive restrictions on 
movement are currently in 
place in multiple cities with 
more than 1 million inhabit-
ants, such as Beijing, the se-
verely affected southern Chi-
nese city of Guangzhou and 
Chongqing.

Biggest mass protests in 
China for decades target 
Xi and COVID-19 policy

Police and people are seen during some clashes in Shanghai on Sunday, where protests against China’s zero-COVID policy took place the night 
before following a deadly fire in Urumqi, the capital of the Xinjiang region. 

Large parts of the 
Xinjiang region and 
its capital, Ürümqi, 
have been under 
lockdown for more 
than 100 days.

European party leader urges ‘solidarity’ 
in accommodating Ukrainian refugees

DPA 
BERLIN 

THE leader of the European 
People’s Party (EPP) in the Eu-
ropean Parliament, Manfred 
Weber, is calling for more Eu-
ropean solidarity in accommo-
dating Ukrainian refugees.

“If more Ukrainians are 
forced to flee over the winter 
because of Russian bombard-
ments and attacks, then West-
ern Europe must take on more 
responsibility,” Weber told 
Germany’s Bild am Sonntag 
newspaper.

It was an “unprecedented 
challenge” that had to be met 
with “solidarity,” the German 
politician was cited as saying.

According to the UN refu-
gee agency, some 7.9 million 
people from Ukraine have so 
far sought protection abroad 
because of the war since it be-

gan on February 24.
Of these, just over 1 million 

had registered in Germany, ac-
cording to the Interior Minis-
try.

France (about 119,000), It-
aly (about 173,000) and Spain 
(about 154,000) have regis-
tered considerably fewer refu-
gees, according to the UNHCR.

Poland further east has 
taken in the most, with more 
than 1.5 million people from 
Ukraine.

EU Commissioner for 
Home Affairs Ylva Johansson 
told the same newspaper that 
“member states that still have 
capacity are clearly increasing 
their efforts to help member 
states that are at capacity.” 
Russian strikes on Ukraine’s 
energy infrastructure have 
brought serious fears of a win-
ter without proper heating or 
electricity.

Some 7.9 million people from Ukraine have 
so far sought protection abroad because of 
the war since it began on February 24.  

People walk at the border crossing between Poland and Ukraine, after 
Russian President Vladimir Putin authorised a military operation in 
eastern Ukraine, in Medyka, Poland. 
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ROME: Rescue workers have recovered the bodies of two women 
and a young girl who were swept away in heavy rain and high winds 
on the island of Ischia off the city of Naples, the local prefecture 
reported on Sunday. The girl was between five and six years old. 
The storm hit the island, which lies about 15 kilometres from the 
mainland, early on Saturday morning and caused heavy damage, 
especially in the coastal towns of Casamicciola and Lacco Ameno on 
the north of the island. Rescue workers continued to search for nine 
missing people late on Sunday, with divers checking vehicles washed 
into the sea for bodies. In Rome, Pope Francis offered prayers for 
the people on the island of some 60,000 residents, which is popular 
with tourists. The prefectural authorities in Naples corrected earlier 
information on the number of injured, reporting four hurt, one of 
them seriously. An earlier report put the number of injured at 13. The 
prefecture reported that 167 people had been taken to safety in a 
hotel. A special commissioner is to be provided with €2m ($2m) for 
reconstruction. The region is seen as susceptible to landslides, and 
allegations were being made on Sunday that too little had been done 
in the recent past to guard against events of this kind. (DPA)

Three dead as search continues after 
storm hits Italian island

News 
in brief

Camilla appoints ‘Queen’s companions’ 
and first equerry
LONDON: The women who will support Britain’s Queen Consort 
as she carries out her key official and state duties have been 
announced by Buckingham Palace. Camilla, 75, is to have six 
Queen’s companions, not traditional ladies-in-waiting, in addition 
to her private secretary and deputy private secretary, Buckingham 
Palace said. They are Camilla’s trusted friends Sarah Troughton, 
Jane von Westenholz and Fiona, the Marchioness of Lansdowne, 
who is a professional interior designer, Lady Katharine Brooke 
and Baroness Carlyn Chisholm, who is now a non-affiliated peer. 
The sixth is Camilla’s close friend Lady Sarah Keswick, whose 
husband, Sir Chips Keswick, retired as Arsenal chairman in 2020 
after spending 15 years on the board at the north London football 
club, according to Tatler. Major Ollie Plunket, of The Rifles, has 
been appointed Camilla’s equerry. It is believed his role is to look 
after her diary and accompany her at official events. (DPA)

At least 9 dead in Taliban attack on 
Afghan village prompted by local rivalry

Rome police hold Bosnian couple for 
abusing daughter, 14

ISLAMABAD: At least nine people, including three children, have 
been killed after Taliban forces attacked a village in the provincial 
capital of Afghanistan’s Daikundi province about two days ago, a 
tribal elder told dpa on Sunday. Another two people were wounded 
and four detained by the Taliban forces, according to the source 
who did not wish to be named for security reasons. Earlier, UN 
children’s agency UNICEF said that the children killed in the attack 
were aged between 1 and 14 years old. A legal dispute between 
two rival groups in the ethnic Hazara province is said to be the 
root cause of the Taliban attack on Siwak Shibar village. The 
Taliban authorities on Saturday said that those killed were armed 
rebels and denied that children were among the dead. Taliban 
government deputy spokesman Bilal Karimi claimed that the men 
were killed after they refused to surrender their weapons. Accord-
ing to Karimi, a Taliban member was also killed and two others 
wounded during the incident. (DPA)

ROME: A Bosnian husband and wife have been arrested in Rome 
on suspicion of physically abusing and enslaving their 14-year-old 
daughter, forcing her to beg outside a supermarket, police in the 
Italian capital reported on Sunday. The girl had also been offered 
in marriage to a man she did not know in exchange for money, they 
said. According to the police report, the girl had been subjected to 
beating, deprived of food and verbally abused. The father, aged 41, 
is being held in custody, while his wife, aged 36, is under house 
arrest. The girl went to a police station in October to report the 
abuse. In tears, she revealed that she had been subjected to the 
abuse for years. She was immediately placed in care. (DPA)



Satyendra Pathak
Doha

The bounty of America is on display 
at the LuLu hypermarket’s popular 
annual ‘Discover America’ festival, 
which was inaugurated by the Ambas-
sador of the United States of America 
to Qatar his excellency Timmy T Da-
vis at the LuLu hypermarket in LuLu 
Mall, Giardino, The Pearl Island,                                                                 
on Sunday.

The festival, which runs across all 
LuLu hypermarkets in the region till 
December 4, is a celebration of the va-
riety and bounty of American products 
available at LuLu.

As part of the festival, Lulu hy-
permarkets across Qatar are offering 
great deals on American fresh fruits 
and veg, chilled products, cheeses, 
sauces, the best cuts of meat, a wide 
range of breakfast cereals, ice cream, 
coffee, cake mixes, fruit juice syrups, 
and condiments.

More than 5,000 American prod-
ucts are featured including 700 all-
new product lines. This year over 36 
new brands representing 700 new 
items have been added to the growing 
list of American FMCG items in the 
store.

On the opening day of the festival, 
the popular Lulu kitchens filled the 
aisles with specialty hot foods fragrant 
with American flavoursome smells.

earlier the US envoy was warmly 
received by Lulu Group International 
Director Dr Mohamed Althaf and oth-
er senior management members of the 
hypermarket.

The inaugural ceremony was also 
attended by UDC President & CeO 
Ibrahim Jassim Al Othman, Qatar 
Cool CeO Yasser Al Jaidah, and other 
distinguished guests from the US em-
bassy, US Commercial Service, Ameri-
can Chamber of Commerce, USDA Of-
fice of Agricultural Affairs, American 
Women’s Association, and many other 
dignitaries from various organisations 
operating in Qatar.

Inaugurating the festival, the US 
ambassador said, “The trade rela-
tions between Qatar and the US are 
absolutely fantastic. We want that 
relationship to grow into building a 
strong foundation. We are working 
through Lulu hypermarket today 
not only to bring regular products 
but also organic products and fresh 
meat in a bid to promote US prod-
ucts in Qatar.”

he said that this festival is an 
example of providing support to 
build the trade foundation between                         
two countries.

“Discover America Festival is very 
important to us as it is showcasing 
US foods, vegetables, and meat con-
tributing greatly to promoting US 
products in Qatar. The festival is also 
introducing American cuisines and 
traditional foods including chickens 
and barbeques,” the envoy said.

he said that the festival is dis-

playing a wide range of products 
from all over the US from fresh 
fruits, vegetables, dairy products, 
and processed foods. 

“Under the festival, Lulu hyper-
markets are offering organic fruits 
and vegetables and vegan products 
giving opportunities to consumers to 
try massive ranges of healthy foods,” 
the US envoy said.

Talking to media persons on the 
occasion, Althaf said, “Lulu Group 
organizes ‘Discover America Festival’ 

every year as part of its efforts to pro-
mote agricultural traditions and food 
habits of the US in Qatar.”

he said that the festival, which is 
also being held at the newly opened 
Lulu hypermarket at Giardino, The 
Pearl Island, will attract a large num-
ber of fans of FIFA World Cup Qatar 
2022 and will be vital in promoting 
US products.

‘’The festival is getting more popu-
lar year by year in Qatar attracting a 
huge number of customers. To en-

hance the import of food products from 
the US, Lulu Group is expanding its ex-
port distribution center named Y Inter-
national USA in New Jersey in the US. 
Now we are looking for a bigger facility 
to meet the growing business. Soon we 
will be able to shift to a new fully auto-
mated facility,” said Althaf.

The unique ‘Discover America’ 
Festival launched in partnership with 
the US embassy in Doha is a great 
way to explore the popularity of prod-
ucts that represent the new tastes that 

America has introduced to the world, 
and this has added more delight to its 
shoppers on the occasion of the FIFA 
World Cup Qatar 2022.

Other than the export distribution 
center in the US, Lulu Group has set 
up many comprehensive and well-
established international networks of 
sourcing offices and export distribu-
tion centers in 22 countries across the 
world. These export distribution cent-
ers regularly cater to the requirements 
of all Lulu outlets. 

tribune newS network
Doha 

QNB, the Official Middle east 
and Africa Supporter of the 
FIFA World Cup 2022 an-
nounced the participation of a 
number of students from Qa-
tar Banking Studies and Busi-
ness Administration Secondary 
School as volunteers to sell the 
commemorative banknotes for 
the World Cup.

Selected students had a 
unique opportunity to sell the 
commemorative banknotes in a 
number of QNB branches dur-
ing the month-long tournament.

This initiative comes as part 
of the Group’s efforts to cel-
ebrate the first FIFA World Cup 
2022 in the Middle east and the 
Arab world, and it reflects its 
keenness to make this unprece-
dented historic event a success.

It also provides access to 
volunteers opportunities for 
better outcomes for youth and 
their community within the 

bank’s vision to promote youth 
volunteerism as one of the im-
portant pillars deeply rooted in 
its strategy.

QNB General Manager 
Group human Capital and 
School Board Member Abdul-
lah Nasser Al Khalifa said, “We 

are very happy to welcome 
students of the Qatar Banking 
Studies and Business Admin-
istration Secondary School to 
join this initiative aimed at 
supporting the efforts exerted 
by QNB to introduce the Qatar 
2022 commemorative bank-

notes to the public. Featuring 
the most important stadiums 
of the historic tournament, we 
hope that these banknotes will 
deliver a legacy to continue be-
yond the World Cup.”

QNB Group General Man-
ager of Retail Banking Ser-

vices Adel Ali Al Malki said, 
“This initiative comes as part 
of the Group’s celebration of 
the commemorative coins and 
banknotes launched on the oc-
casion of the FIFA World Cup 
Qatar 2022, reflecting the iden-
tity and legacy of Qatar and its 

football history. It also con-
firms our keenness to enhance 
the role of the banking sector, 
led by the Qatar Central Bank, 
which spares no effort to make 
the first World Cup in the Arab 
world and the Middle east un-
forgettable.”

QNB provides opportunity for students
to sell FIFA commemorative banknotes

Lulu hosts ‘Discover America’ fest
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Ambassador of the United States of America to Qatar His Excellency Timmy T Davis and Lulu Group International Director Dr Mohamed Althaf inaugurate the ‘Discover America’ 
festival at the LuLu Hypermarket in LuLu Mall, Giardino, The Pearl Island, on Sunday. The inaugural ceremony was also attended by UDC President & CEO Ibrahim Jassim Al Oth-
man, Qatar Cool CEO Yasser Al Jaidah, and other distinguished guests from the US Embassy, US Commercial Service, American Chamber of Commerce, USDA Office of Agricul-
tural Affairs, American Women’s Association, and many other dignitaries from various organisations operating in Qatar.

Selected students had a unique opportunity to sell the commemorative banknotes in a number of QNB branches during the month-long tournament.

More than 5,000 American products, including 700 all-new product lines representing 36 brands , are on display as part of the ongoing festival         

As part of the festival, Lulu hypermarkets across Qatar are offering great deals on American fresh fruits and veg, chilled products, cheeses, sauces, the best cuts of meat, a wide 
range of breakfast cereals, ice cream, coffee, cake mixes, fruit juice syrups, and condiments.
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Qatar’s merchandise trade 
balance, which represents the 
difference between total ex-
ports and imports, recorded a 
surplus of Qr 25.1 billion ($6.8 
billion) in October this year, 
an increase of Qr3.9 billion, 
or 18.5 percent year-on-year, 
compared to the same month 
last year. It decreased by ap-
proximately Qr6 billion, or 
19.2 percent, compared to sep-
tember this year.

according to Planning and 
statistics authority, the value 
of total Qatari exports that in-
cludes exports of local origin 
and re-exports during Octo-
ber this year amounted to ap-
proximately Qr38 billion, an 
increase of 26.3 percent, com-
pared to the same month last 
year, and a decrease of 10.3 
percent compared to septem-

ber this year.
On the other hand, the 

value of merchandise im-
ports increased to about Qr 
12.9 billion, an increase of 45 
percent compared to October 
2021, and an increase of 14.3 
percent compared to septem-
ber 2022.

With regard to the value 
of exports last October, com-
pared to the same month of 
2021, the value of exports 
of ‘oil gases and other gase-
ous hydrocarbons’ that rep-
resent liquefied natural gas, 
condensate, propane, butane, 
and others increased to reach 
about Qr25.5 billion, or 35.2 
percent.

“Petroleum oils and oils ob-
tained from bituminous min-
eral raw materials” reached 
approximately Qr5.4 billion, 
or 33.2 percent, and the value 
of exports of “oil oils and oils 
obtained from non-crude bi-

tuminous mineral materials” 
decreased to about 2.2 billion 
riyals, or 28.8 percent.

China ranks first in the 
destination countries for the 
exports of Qatar, during the 
month of October, with a value 
of approximately Qr5.6 bil-
lion, or 14.8 percent, of the to-
tal value of Qatari exports, fol-
lowed by India, with a value of 
approximately Qr4.63 billion, 
or 12.2 percent of the total val-
ue of exports. India is followed 
by south Korea, with a value of 
approximately Qr 4.61 billion, 
or 12.1 percent.

In October 2022, the 
United state of america was 
the leading country of origin 
of Qatar’s imports with about 
Qr2.2 billion, a share of 17 
percent of all imports, followed 
by China with almost Qr2.1 
billion, a share of 16.2 percent, 
and Germany with Qr0.7 bil-
lion, a share of  5.5 percent. 

China ranks first in the destination countries for the exports of Qatar

Qatar registers trade 
surplus of QR25.1 bn
in October 2022: PSA

QnA 
Doha 

all eyes are turned to the decision of the Us 
Federal reserve Board (FrB) after the state-
ments made by its chairman Jerome Powell that 
it is possible for the rates to ultimately increase 
to higher than officials’ anticipations in septem-
ber.  However, the report published last Wednes-
day gave more accurate overview indicating that 
rates will ultimately reach their peak at the level 
that has never been anticipated before.

the official of FrB underscored earlier this 
month that the central bank must slow down 
the pace of interest rate increases in pursuit of 
mitigating the risk of excessive tightening, which 
indicates they tend to turn into a 50 basis point 
hike in December.

the investors predicted that FrB is poised to 
raise the interest rates by 50 basis points, when 
the board convenes on December 13-14, to peak 
at 5 percent by mid-2023, while the chairman 
of FrB will have an opportunity to impact these 
projections in his speech in Washington sched-
uled to be held on November 30, 2022.

In this context, Economist Bashir al Kahlout 
anticipated that FrB might return to reverse its 
policies and conduct reductions on the interest 
rates to ensure the preservation of the Us and 
global economies to never slip into a state of 
chronic recession.

In a statement to Qatar News agency al 
Kahlout said it is logical for FrB to pursue its 
policy in halting the wave of escalation of inter-
est rates on the dollar, which was projected to 
witness a final round next December at a rate 
of 0.25 percent, due to the approaching winter 
season and the intensification of the cold wave in 
Ukraine and western European states, with the 
disruption of power plants in Ukraine, pointing 
out that businessmen, along with the banking 
sector are anticipating the approach of the end 
of the current period where inflation and interest 
rates have dramatically risen at the level that has 
never been witnessed before in many years.

He underlined that such a thing is dem-
onstrated in raising the key interest rate many 
times this year by FrB with a total of 3.75 per-
cent, adding that such a thing did not of course 
emerge from a vacuum, but it was due to the 
accelerating consequences arising from the 
russian-Ukraine war manifested in the power-
ful spike of oil and gas prices to extremely high 
levels.

On the other hand, the Economist abdullah 
al raisi predicted stability in inflation next year, 
where he confirmed to (QNa) that increasing the 
interest rates is not the solution to the global in-
flation problem, but the solution entails the seri-
ous monitoring and control of prices, in addition 
to holding those responsible for increasing the 
prices at the individual and corporate levels ac-

countable.
He pointed to the inaction and negligence of 

the responsible entities at the international level 
in managing this inflation, who are authorized to 
take serious actions in this regard, expressing his 
optimism that growth will be logical in the trade 
and industrial sector in 2023, noting the exist-
ence of global breakthroughs with the reduction 
in political tensions, and the situation between 
russia and Ukraine, which makes the global fi-
nancial markets somewhat stable.

Forecasts by the world’s major investment 
banks indicated that global economic growth 
would slow further in 2023, after a year ravaged 
by the russian war in Ukraine and high infla-
tion, which caused one of the fastest cycles of 
monetary policy tightening in recent times.

FrB and the Bank of England are working to 
fight inflation by using the interest rate, where 
all expectations indicate that FrB will raise the 
interest until it reaches 5 percent.

FrB has already raised interest rates by 
3.75 basis points this year, since the first hike in 
March, and this has fueled fears of a recession 
even as the FrB is expected to moderate the pace 
of increases.

the high-interest rate squarely affects eco-
nomic activity, as the high-interest rate leads to 
an increase in the cost of business and thus an 
increase in the cost, which causes great harm 
to companies, in order to expand their business 
and investments, companies begin to lay off 
their workers in order to reduce the cost and this 
will lead to an economic downturn.

the main cause of inflation is the disruption 
in the supply chain, which came as a result of the 
COVID-19 pandemic, along with the cessation of 
economic activity in all world countries, because 
the return of economic life to pre-pandemic level 
will help restore the global economy to balance.

Reduction in interest rates needed 
to ensure economic growth: Experts

Tribune news neTwork
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WItHIN the framework of QIIB’s 
role in spreading the principles of Is-
lamic banking and economics, QIIB 
provided sponsorship for the Islamic 
Finance Conference that was recently 
held at Harvard University under 
the theme “Waqf and Philanthropic 
Foundations: shared Values for so-
cio-Economic Development”.

the conference was held in aca-
demic partnership with the College 
of Islamic studies at Hamad Bin 
Khalifa University.

Expressing appreciation and grat-
itude for this support and sponsor-
ship, Prof Dr recep senturk, Dean 
of the College of Islamic studies at 
Hamad Bin Khalifa University, hand-
ed a commemorative shield to Dr 
abdulbasit ahmed al shaibei, CEO 
of QIIB, in the presence of Dr syed 
Nazim ali, Director of the Center for 
Islamic Economics and Finance at 
Hamad Bin Khalifa University and 
Omar abdulaziz al Meer, head of 
Business Development and alterna-
tive Channels sector at QIIB.

the conference, which is held an-
nually and gathers mainly Muslim 
alumni of Harvard University and ex-
perts from all over the world, focuses 
on the discussion of subjects related 
to ethical trading and the social as-
pect of Islamic finance by the stu-
dents, academics and professionals.

the conference also discusses sev-
eral subjects related to entrepreneur-
ship, the role of the Islamic world in 
establishing start-ups, the potential 
advantages for Muslim businessmen 
in global markets, the role of multilat-
eral institutions in promoting Islamic 
finance, and many other subjects.

Commenting on the bank’s spon-
sorship of the conference, shaibei 
said, “QIIB is a pioneering bank with 
a recognised position locally and in-

ternationally. We have long been 
committed to exercising efforts to 
expand Islamic banking on a regional 
and global level. We believe that it is 
our duty to work on strengthening 
the principles of Islamic banking and 
reinforcing the experience of Islamic 
banks everywhere, wherever our ca-
pabilities allow that.”

He said, “the Islamic Finance 
Conference at Harvard University is 
an exceptional annual opportunity to 
introduce Islamic finance, as the pan-
el sessions engage specialists, stake-
holders and followers concerned with 
the various aspects of Islamic banking 
and economics, which establish prac-
tical steps on the ground that help ex-
pand Islamic economics and finance 
culture from various aspects.”

He said “the cooperation with 
Hamad Bin Khalifa University is 
long-standing through which we are 
engaged in many initiatives with the 
university regarding Islamic bank-
ing. Our practical experience in this 
regard is to enrich the solid academic 
experience of the University; hence 
our mutual cooperation in Harvard 
Islamic Finance Conference consti-
tutes a bright step for having an aca-
demic and practical framework at the 
same time, in addition to being held 
at a country with a leading economy 
worldwide, which is the Us economy.”

shaibei said, “QIIB will contin-
ue its role in supporting initiatives 
aimed at promoting Islamic banking 
in the world, based on the model and 
experience of QIIB, which extends for 
more than thirty years, and through 
which QIIB managed to establish its 
presence in the local market, gained 
a broad base of customers, and pro-
moted the bank to become one of the 
highest credit rated banks in the mar-
ket. as a result of our efforts, we have 
a reputation that extends from the lo-
cal market to the regional and inter-
national markets, and works accord-

ing to periodic and strategic plans to 
achieve further growth and success.”

On the margin of handing over the 
honorary shield, recep senturk said, 
“We thank QIIB for its support of this 
conference, which facilitates our mis-
sion to highlight the importance of 
philanthropic work and waqf in Is-
lamic civilisation and Muslims’ vision 
and experience in serving people. the 
conference brought together a large 
number of academics and representa-
tives of philanthropic foundations in 
the United states, in addition to many 
entrepreneurs in the field of philan-
thropic work. 

“Many attendees of the conference 
provided new ideas for philanthropic 
work. For example, one foundation 
offered the idea of providing finan-
cial support to the students without 
imposing interest, and another foun-
dation presented the idea of provid-
ing psychological support from zakat 
funds and other initiatives”.

He said, “We noticed that the at-

tendees, Muslims, and non-Muslims, 
have welcomed the subject of the 
conference. at the College of Islamic 
studies, we are pleased to share as-
pects related to Islamic sciences with 
a well-established american univer-
sity, and clarify ideas about how Mus-
lims look at different challenges, es-
pecially the issue of endowments and 
philanthropic works, which constitute 
one of the basic initiatives to support 
the needy in many areas”.

He said, “the Harvard Islamic Fi-
nance Conference has been ongoing 
for more than 25 years. this is a great 
achievement that deserves praise. We 
are pleased to take part in this confer-
ence that is held annually, with the 
support of QIIB. In fact, this confer-
ence contributes to shedding light on 
the Islamic economy in its various 
fields, in a way that enhances an in-
ternational trend based on an Islamic 
vision and benefits the Islamic nation 
and the entire world.”

For his part, syed Nazim ali said, 

“First, we would like to thank sheikh 
Dr. Khalid bin thani bin abdullah 
al-thani, chairman of the board of 
directors of QIIB, for supporting the 
conference. It is noteworthy that QIIB 
had previously supported the confer-
ence in 2014, and at that edition, we 
were pleased that His Excellency de-
livered a keynote speech at the confer-
ence. We also thank Dr al-shaibei for 
his support, and in turn, attended the 
aforementioned conference and wit-
nessed the event on the ground and 
his presence enriched the conference.”

He said, “It is our pleasure to have 
QIIB’s support and sponsorship of the 
official Islamic Finance Conference at 
Harvard University, which has been 
initiated since 1997. We recently cel-
ebrated the 25th silver Jubilee Year of 
the 2022 edition for which QIIB pro-
vided the sponsorship.”

He said, “the conference has 
contributed to turning the subject of 
Islamic finance into an academic sub-
ject and has created an international 
and effective platform for spreading 
the culture of this model of financing 
all over the world, including the Unit-
ed states. Moreover, the conference 
engaged students and faculty mem-
bers, which constitutes an effective 
platform for spreading knowledge 
and culture of Islamic finance.”

With regard to the subject of the 
conference entitled “Waqf and Philan-
thropic Foundations: shared Values 
for socio-Economic Development”, 
ali said, “this subject is discussed at 
the right conference and at the right 
time. We invited different religious 
groups to attend and contribute to the 
discussion. all the attendees showed 
great respect to the dissertations pre-
sented during the conference, which 
also witnessed the invitation of suc-
cessful companies to tell their success 
stories and how their services were 
reflected in the local communities in 
which they serve.”

QIIB sponsors conference on Islamic Finance at Harvard

Economist Bashir Al Kahlout 

In October 2022, the United State of America was the leading country of origin of Qatar’s imports with about 
QR2.2 billion, a share of 17 percent of total imports.
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Prof Dr Recep Senturk, Dean of the College of Islamic Studies at Hamad Bin Khalifa 
University, handed a commemorative shield to QIIB CEO Dr Abdulbasit Ahmed Al Shaibei 
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Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign Affairs HE Sheikh Mohammed bin Abdulrahman Al-Thani 
met with Chairman of the US Senate Foreign Relations Committee Senator Bob Menendez, who is cur-
rently visiting the country to attend the FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022. During the meeting, they discussed 
bilateral relations, the ways to support and enhance them in all fields, and the regional and international 
developments, especially in Afghanistan, Lebanon and Libya and issues of common concerns. Senator 
Bob Menendez congratulated Qatar on its successful organization of the FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022, and 
expressed his thanks for the warm reception and generous hosting. (QNA)

WC fans throng The Pearl to
enjoy dazzling shows, music

SANTHOSH CHANDRAN
DOHA

QATAR’S fascinating man-
made island, The Pearl 
Qatar, has been one of the 
most crowded locations 
during the FIFA World Cup 
2022 days. A number of 
events, including music and 
dance performances, being 
hosted as part of the World 
Cup celebrations, make the 
island vibrant and colour-
ful, attracting foreigners as 
well as residents and locals 
to the island.

Tastefully decorated 
shopping centres, bou-
tiques, restaurants that 
serve delicious food and 
Venice-like waterways add 
beauty to the island.

A Japanese football fan, 
who stays with a resident at 
The Pearl, said, “The water-
front residence at The Pearl 
is one of the best that I have 
seen in my life. The calm, 
quiet and beautiful island 
offers comfortable stay and 

awesome events. While vis-
iting the island, I also learnt 
that this beautiful city is a 
tribute to Qatar’s rich his-
tory of pearling.”

Medina Centrale at The 
Pearl offers a Mediterranean 
ambience with a mixture of 
public plazas, gardens, cano-
pies and the piazza, serving 
as the hub of the festivities. 

A Doha resident said, 
“The Pearl offers something 

more than football. The 
night here is fantastic with 
pleasant weather, the vibe 
of football, and music and 
dance performances. It’s 
indeed a lifetime memory 
for me.”

The island was built at 
one of Qatar’s former pearl-
diving sites and has been a 
visitors’ paradise due to its 
beautiful beach, luxury ho-
tels and shopping centres.

Challenge 22 winners 
install solar panels at
Al Thumama Stadium

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

FANS attending FIFA World 
Cup matches at Al Thumama 
Stadium are able to charge 
their devices at a state-of-the-
art solar-powered charging sta-
tion installed by Challenge 22 
winners SunPave.

The innovative solution 
was recently installed in the 
stadium precinct after SunPave 
won the Challenge 22 innova-
tion award – a programme de-
livered by the Supreme Com-
mittee for Delivery & Legacy 
(SC) with the  of supporting 
businesses and entrepreneurs 
who could boost the fan experi-
ence during Qatar 2022.

A special feature of the Sun-
Pave PV tiles is the fact they 
can be waaimlked on by pedes-
trians without affecting their 
ability to generate clean en-
ergy. The tiles are anti-scratch, 
anti-slip and anti-glare. They 
are capable of orientating to-
wards the sun and have high 
mechanical strength. During 
the tournament, the tiles are 
expected to generate a peak of 
8 KW of clean electricity. 

SunPave Co-Founder Eng. 
Mohammed Al Gammal said: 
“We are delighted to have in-
stalled the panels in the sta-
dium precinct and are proud to 
see fans using them during the 
World Cup.

“We believe our product 
has many advantages. By cre-
ating solar panels people can 
walk on, we can utilise vast 

spaces around the country to 
generate electric power.”

The SunPave panels are 
also modular – meaning they 
can fit into any space. They 
are able to withstand the 
same weight as a regular pav-
ing stone and are designed to 
cool down during the summer 
months in order to help them 
operate, while being compliant 
with electrical, mechanical and 
civil safety standards.

“The story of a modern 
city is often a competition be-
tween energy and space,” said 
Al Gammal. “We need energy 
to power our lives and, as cities 
grow, we have less space. The 

problem with conventional so-
lar panels is that the space they 
occupy becomes virtually un-
usable. With SunPave, we can 
utilise the strength of the sun 
without sacrificing space.”

SunPave tiles can also be 
used on walls and rooftops, and 
have in-built thermal manage-
ment systems for hot climates.

Khalifa Al Mana, manager 
of Al Thumama Stadium, said: 
“The installation of SunPave 
tiles in our precinct reflects our 
commitment to sustainability 
and the environment. We are 
proud to feature Challenge 22 
winners at our stadium and 
help bring their concept to life.”

FM MEETS TOP US OFFICIAL

SunPave’s state-of-the-art technology will power charging station at WC venue

Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of State for Defence Affairs HE Dr Khalid bin Mohammed Al Attiyah 
met with Italian Defence Minister Guido Crosetto, who is currently visiting the country. The meeting dis-
cussed aspects of military cooperations between the two sides and means of enhancing and developing 
them. Attiyah hosted a dinner banquet in honour of the Italian minister and the delegation accompany-
ing him. Senior officers at Qatar Armed Forces attended the meeting and the dinner banquet. (QNA)

Argentine singer Andres Ciro Martinez rocks Katara amphitheatre
QNA
DOHA

IN keeping with the prevailing 
enthusiastic atmosphere that 
has brought sports and art 
together, the Cultural Village 
Foundation (Katara), in co-
operation with the Argentine 
Embassy in Qatar, organised 
an impressive concert by Ar-
gentine singer and musician 
Andres Ciro Martinez and his 
band at the Katara amphithea-
tre on Sunday evening. 

It was attended by an audi-
ence of different nationalities, 
including a large number of 
fans of the Argentine national 
football team.

Martinez presented songs 
of rock and pop music. He is 
considered the most famous 
Argentine singer in South 

America. He has famously 
performed at various theatres 
and stadiums throughout Lat-
in America and Europe.

Meanwhile, the Gulf Folk 
Food Pavilions at the Ma-
rine Cafe by the Katara beach 

promenade at the 12th Ka-
tara Traditional Dhow Festival 
continues to attract the ad-
miration of FIFA World Cup 
Qatar fans of Arab and foreign 
nationalities. The food on of-
fer at these stores is varied and 

includes the most famous Qa-
tari and Gulf cuisine such as 
Machboos, Harees, porridge, 
grilled fish and tandoori with 
meat and biryani, in addition 
to other specialities, such as 
Balalit, Luqaimat, regag bread 

and samosas.
Since the launch of the 

Katara’s activities accompany-
ing the FIFA World Cup Qatar 
2022, the popular food outlets 
have been catering to a large 
number of people while in-

troducing them to the various 
tastes and culture. There is a 
huge rush each evening as all 
visitors to the cafes overlook-
ing the sea are keen to savour 
these delicious dishes. 

 (PHOTOGRAPHS BY AKHIL VIJAYAN)

ATTIYAH MEETS ITALIAN MINISTER



Morocco produced the latest Qatar 2022 surprise beating Belgium to 
boost hopes of reaching knockout rounds for the first time since 1986
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Morocco deserv-
edly beat a poor 
Belgium 2-0 to 
blow World cup 

Group F wide open on Sunday 
as yet another unexpected re-
sult hit Qatar 2022.

Substitute Abdelhamid 
Sabiri sent in a free-kick from 
out wide on 73 minutes and 
goalkeeper Thibaut courtois 
allowed the ball to sneak under 
his body at the near post under 
pressure from romain Saiss.

It was very similar to the 
end of the first half when Mo-
rocco thought they had taken 
the lead through Hakim Zi-

yech’s free-kick. But after a vid-
eo review, the referee decided 
the offside Saiss was interfer-
ing in play as he moved to head 
the ball in front of courtois.

Zakaria Aboukhlal added 
Morocco’s second in stoppage 
time to send the the throngs of 
fans wild in Al Thumama Sta-
dium.

Belgium, ranked second 
in the world, had won eight 
World cup group stage games 
in a row and another would 
have put them in the last 16.

Morocco, who drew 0-0 
with croatia in their first game, 
had not won a World cup 
match since 1998 and are now 
in real contention for the last 
16 having only previously man-
aged the feat in 1986. It was 
just their third win in 18 World 
cup games and surely their 
greatest.

M o r o c c o 
coach Walid 
regragui was 
only in his fifth 
game in 

charge.
Bayern Munich full back 

Noussair Mazraoui, who re-
covered from a knock to play, 
said: “The game was unbeliev-
able. We have won as a team, 
defended as a team, fought 
as a team. It is a good day for 
all Moroccans in the world.” 
canada, Morocco’s next op-
ponents, are facing croatia on 
Sunday.

Belgium were no more 
flowing than the very fortunate 
1-0 win over canada in their 
opener, with striker romelu 
Lukaku having to come on late 
on to try to find a goal despite 
not being fully fit.

“It is a difficult result be-
cause the first goal affected 

a lot the outcome,” Belgium 
coach roberto Martinez said. 

“It was a dead ball situation 
and from that point we couldn’t 
get our game going.

“I think we had good mo-
ments but we couldn’t get clear 
chances.” 

Martinez brought Borussia 
Dortmund duo Thorgan Haz-
ard and Thomas Meunier as 
well as Amadou onana into the 
starting line-up. But onana saw 
another booking in an error-
strewn display and will miss 
the croatia game on Thursday, 
while the other changes made 
no difference.

Morocco were forced into a 
late alteration just before kick-
off, with goalkeeper Monir El-

Kajoui entering the fray and 
impressing after Yassine Bou-
nou appeared to have an eye 
problem.

Kevin De Bruyne, oddly 
anonymous against the cana-
dians, was a bit more involved 
but still not himself as the 2018 
third-placed side showed very 
little initiative.

Enterprising Morocco ar-
guably had the best opportuni-
ty of the first half when Achraf 
Hakimi charged down the wing 
but fired wide.

Noisy Morocco fans 

were upset with the offside call 
on half-time but it looked cor-
rect, even if it initially spared 
courtois’ blushes after he let 

the ball creep 
in having 
been superb 

against can-
ada.

aTLaS LIonS 
maKe a bIG roar

The north Africans are 
superbly disciplined and, 
with a game against 
Canada to come, they 
will believe in their 
chances of going further 
after their first victory at 
the World Cup since 
beating Scotland 3-0 in 
1998. Morocco have now 
gone six games without 
conceding.

dark horse make it a 
‘big day for morocco’

Morocco’s coach Walid Regragui reacts at the end of FIFA World Cup 
Qatar 2022 Group F match between Belgium and Morocco at the Al 
Thumama Stadium in Doha on Sunday. (aFP)

Morocco’s defender Romain Ghanem Saiss (L) and defender Noussair 
Mazraoui celebrate their team’s second goal at the  Al Thumama  
Stadium in Doha on Sunday. (aFP)

Morocco’s Zakaria Aboukhlal celebrates 
scoring his team’s second goal during 

 It’s going 
to be even 
tougher when 
we get to the 
knockout stage, but 
we have matched 
two of the best 
teams in the 
world.

Morocco coach 
Regragui

KhAlID TAwAlbeh 
Doha

SEEN as the dark horse among 
Arab teams at the FIFA World 
cup Qatar 2022, Morocco 
produced a golden surprise 
as they shocked Belgium 2-0 
at the Al Thumama Stadium 

on Sunday.
A overwhelmed Atlas Lions 

coach Walid regragui reacted 
to the Moroccan victory saying 
he had no words to describe 
the joy. In a televised state-
ment after the match, regragui 
said, “I am happy not for me, 
but because I have pleased the 
people of Morocco, who have 
been waiting for this victory 
since the 1998 French World 
cup.”

Morocco did not 
field an unwell 

g o a l k e e p e r 
Yassine Bono 
but preferred 
Mohammadi 
in his place.

r e g r a g u i 
s a i d t h e 

victory would not have been 
possible with the support of 
fans. 

Goal scorer Sabiri said: 
“This is a big day for Morocco. 
We tried to give everything to 
win this match.”

“This is a significant and 
historic day in Moroccan foot-
ball, congratulations to us. 
Qualification is not yet decided, 
we have to be careful and calm 
against canada, this opportu-
nity should not be wasted,” he 
said.

“I am happy with the per-
formance, the fight and the 
spirit that the players showed. 
It was not an easy match,” he 
said.

While Sabiri’s successful 
shot at the net came off a free 
kick in the 73rd minute, Zaka-
ria Aboukhlal added the second 
goal in the 93rd minute of the 
match.

The defeat to Morocco puts 
the chances of Belgium advanc-
ing to the next round in jeop-
ardy. They meet 2018 finalists 
croatia in their final group 
game.

SCORELINE
Belgium Morocco

0 2
Abdelhamid Sabiri 73’,  
Zakaria Aboukhlal 90+2’
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‘The ball was pure’ said Maradona, and 
so is Qatar’s FIFA World Cup 2022 show

Vinay nayudu

One of the most leg-
endary statements 
the great Diego 
Maradona made 

during his lifetime was when 
he said, “The ball was pure” 
indicating that the football 
he played was pious and away 
from all off-the-field contro-
versies that surrounded him.

As the ongoing FIFA 
World Cup 2022 saw fans ob-
serving Maradona’s second 
death anniversary recalling 
his heroics on the field, it is 
significant in many ways what 
the Argentinian legend em-
phasized upon is also synony-
mous with the 22nd edition of 
the World Cup being held in 
Qatar.

Unfortunately, the con-
stant focus of the western 
media has been on issues ex-
traneous to the game only to 
tarnish Qatar’s image. Unable 
to fathom the exceptional or-
ganizing abilities of this small 
Arab nation to host several 
high-profile sporting events, 
they have been shifting goal 
posts to launch some attack 
or the other ever since Qatar 
won the hosting bid.

From crying foul about 
Qatar’s summer heat, even 
though the World Cup is be-
ing held in Qatar’s winter (eu-
ropean summer as many call 
it), they moved to whether 
the stadiums would be half 
empty, to spectators leaving 
early, to unsubstantiated hu-
man rights violations, to cul-
ture issues.

none has held water as 
fans from all over the world 
are in Qatar and have been 
speaking highly of the hosts’ 
organizational abilities, com-
fort and ease of commuting, 
the world class stadiums and 
the friendliness and cosmo-
politan nature of the people.

In 2019, when Qatar 
staged the world athletics 
championships, western me-
dia kept harping about how 
many people would be at the 
stadium. The championships 
saw full houses on the final 
three days and local hero Mu-
taz Barshim went on to claim 
the high jump gold.

And now, stadiums are 
overflowing, the matches  
are exciting and some ex-
traordinary. To top it all the  
sporting extravaganza began 
with an outstanding opening 
ceremony.

The Asian and Arab teams’ 

standout performances also 
underline the fact that foot-
ball knows no boundaries. 
The realisation is dawning on 
the world that the FIFA World 
Cup cannot be the domain of 
any particular region of the 
globe but for all.

Saudi Arabia surprised 
Argentina and Japan shocked 
Germany in their opening 
group matches, Iran beat 

Wales, and Morocco shocked 
the ‘Golden Generation’ Bel-
gium. The shocks on the play-
ing field have been more ex-
plosive than the channelized 
media attacks. Yet again, a re-
minder that the ball rules over 
everything else.

Meanwhile, off-the-field 
remarks of former players and 
coaches are creating needless 
rancour. 

The latest being former 
Germany star Jurgen Klins-
mann trying to ‘calm things 
down’ after suggesting Iran 
of having “worked the ref-
eree.” Much earlier they said 
ecuador players were bribed 
to lose – a claim the match 
showed was completely fab-
ricated.

Sadly, the western media 
still can’t have enough of it. 

With France President em-
maneul Macron and French 
Football President noel Le 
Graet applauding Qatar’s 
FIFA World Cup show, re-
ports said, “Le Graet has gone 
against the grain in europe by 
defending World Cup hosts 
Qatar.”

“Against the grain” – by 
their own admittance they 
have adopted a wrong stance 

of being myopic and unfairly 
critical only to suit their own 
agendas.

But as Maradona said, 
it will be the football on the 
pitch that will decide the 
eventual triumph and Qatar 
will go down in history as the 
first nation to have hosted a 
fabulous first FIFA World Cup 
in the Middle east and Arab 
region.

Saudi Arabia’s midfielder Mohamed Kanno shakes hands with Argentina’s Lionel Messi after his team beat 
Argentina in the FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 Group C match at the Lusail Stadium on November 22. (AFP)

General view of the presentation ahead of one of the FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 matches in Doha on Saturday. (AFP)

A visually-striking and beautiful opening ceremony for FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 has been 
lauded and was admired by a worldwide audience.

Germany’s players react after conceding the first goal to Japan in their Group E match of FIFA World Cup 
Qatar 2022 at the Khalifa International Stadium in Doha on November 23. (AFP)

Argentina supporters hold cut-out pictures of football legend Diego Maradona ahead of 
the Argentina-Mexico match at the Lusail Stadium on Saturday. (AFP)

As Maradona said, it will  
be the football on the  
pitch that will decide the  
eventual triumph and Qatar 
will go down in history as 
the first nation to have 
hosted a fabulous first FIFA 
World Cup in the Middle 
East and Arab region.
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Werder Bremen top scorer 
Niclas Fullkrug rescued a 1-1 
draw for Germany against 
Group e leaders Spain and 
kept their hopes of advancing 
to the World Cup last 16 alive.

Füllkrug’s equalizer in 
the 83rd cancelled out Alvaro 
Morata’s opener for Spain ear-
lier in the second half.

The Germans had found 
the net in the 39th minute, but 
Antonio rüdiger’s header was 
ruled out for offside. It was 
Spain who then broke the dead-
lock with substitute Morata.

He received a pass from 
Jordi Alba in the penalty box 
and a late Niklas Süle couldn’t 
do anything to avoid his great 
finish. Marco Asensio then 
missed the chance of putting 
the game to bed with his effort 
going over the bar.

Germany were set for a 
second consecutive defeat in 
Qatar, after a shock 2-1 loss to 
Japan in the opening match. 
But Fullkrug, who’s playing 

his first-ever World Cup, came 
from the bench to the rescue 
with a fine turn and finish.

The result keeps Germany 
bottom of Group e with a point 
and needing a win against 
Costa rica on Thursday, but 
they will be also relying on the 
result of the matchup between 
Japan and Spain to advance to 
the knock-out stages.

Fullkrug, who made a 

goalscoring Germany debut 
against Oman only 11 days 
ago, crashed an unstoppable 
strike past Unai Simon to earn 
a fully-merited point for Hansi 
Flick’s team.

Spain created the better of 
the early openings, dani Olmo 
thumping the bar, via a vital 
touch from Manuel Neuer, and 
Alba rippling the side netting 
with an effort from distance.

Antonio rudiger thought 
he’d scored six minutes before 
the break but the Germany 
centre-back’s celebrations 
were halted by an offside flag.

Spain broke through when 

the predatory Morata darted 
in front of Nilkas Skula at the 
front post to apply a decisive 
touch to Alba’s fizzing cross. 
Marco Asensio skied an at-
tempt as Spain tried to put the 

game to bed. And Germany 
responded, Jamal Musiala 
forcing Simon into a fine one-
handed stop, before Fullkrug 
beat the Spain goalkeeper with 
an unstoppable drive.

Fullkrug rescues point 
and last 16 hopes For
germany against spain
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tod introduces new sports package - daily passes offering unlimited 24 hours streaming
TrIbune news neTwork

DohA

OWING to popular demand, TOd, 
the emerging sports and entertain-
ment streaming app for the MeNA 
region, has come up with an innova-
tive one-day access pass to all of its 
premium and exclusive sports hosted 
on the platform. Viewers can pur-
chase the package for a $10 payment 
and follow their favourite teams and 
matches happening on any given day. 

TOd is one of the first platforms 
to introduce this kind of access to 
sports streaming for MeNA view-
ers. The platform holds the lead-
ing streaming rights for the region, 
including matches from the FIFA 
World Cup Qatar 2022, davis Cup, 
UeFA Women’s Champions League, 
Big Bash League (cricket), Australia 
Vs england OdI Series, Mixed Mar-
tial Arts, and rugby Sevens, to name 
a few upcoming tournaments. 

As a promotional feature, TOd 
will be offering a 30% discount on its 
daily Passes to Hayya Card holders. 

Commenting on the launch of its 
daily Passes, John Paul Mckerlie, VP 
Marketing and Sales at TOd, said, 

“In today’s day and age, people seek 
the flexibility of paying only for what 
they wish to watch. It is  even more 
true for sports streaming, where loy-
alty and fanbase are often associated 
with a player, team, or tournament. 
By introducing “daily Passes” TOd 
is offering viewers the choice to sub-
scribe only to the matches they wish 
to watch on a given day. This has two 
fold benefits: it extends viewers’ op-

tions to choose a premium Hd view-
ing experience according to their in-
terests, and secondly, it reduces their 
need to catch a live match through 
unsecure channels that compromise 
their data and security.”

In addition to the newly intro-
duced daily Passes, TOd offers three 
more subscription packages at the 
moment. Its “TOd Theatre” package 
offers viewers exclusive and premi-

um entertainment content, including 
TOd Originals, latest Western, Ara-
bic, and Turkish blockbusters, and 
live channels and shows. Meanwhile, 
the “TOd Total” subscription ex-
tends access to its sports and enter-
tainment portfolio. For FIFA World 
Cup fans, TOd, the official streaming 
platform for MeNA, has introduced 
“TOd Tickets” offering subscribers 
a “World Cup Only” viewing experi-

ence for a one time payment of $80. 
TOd can be streamed across 

MeNA on iOS and Android devices, 
including most of the leading smart 
TVs such as Apple, Samsung, Sony, 
LG, HiSense, to name a few. Its app 
can be downloaded from the app-
store or playstore, and can be linked 
to up to 5 devices, with pin protection 
enabled personalisation options. Its 
packages can be viewed at www.tod.
tv/en/promo.

Live sport
● At $10 - Daily Passes to offer 
viewers unlimited access to 
sports streaming for 24 hours.

● The package allows fans to 
catch their favourite teams for a 
day across exclusive football, 
cricket, padel, MMA 
tournaments.

● Hayya Card users can avail a 
special 30% discount on the  
Daily Passes. 

Key Moment
Coach Flick watched luis Enrique introduce Morata to 
telling effect and responded with a notable play of his 
own. The Germany coach didn’t pursue the obvious route 
in pursuit of an equaliser to revive his team’s World Cup 
hopes, either. off came Thomas Muller, scorer of 10 
goals in four World Cups and a champion in 2014. In the 
Bayern Munich workhorse’s place came Niclas Fullkrug, 
nearing his 30th birthday and making only his third 
national team appearance following a debut this month. It 
was a huge call from Flick, one he’d have likely been 
reminded about for years to come in the event of a 
defeat. Fullkrug wasn’t quite as quick to the party as 
Morata, who struck eight minutes after his introduction.

SCORELINE
Spain Germany

1 1
Alvaro Morata 62’  Niclas Fullkrug 83’

Germany’s players celebrate with Niclas Fullkrug 
after he scored the equalizer against Spain during 
their FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 Group E match at 
the Al Bayt Stadium on Sunday. (AFP)

Spain’s forward #07 Alvaro Morata scores his team’s opening goal during the FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 
Group E match against Germany at the Al Bayt Stadium on Sunday. (AFP)
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Costa Rica rebounded from a 7-0 
thrashing by spain with a 1-0 win over 
Japan as the Qatar World Cup served 
up another surprise on sunday.

Japan gave the ball away cheaply 
in the final third and Keysher Fuller 
curled in the winner on 81 minutes, 
but goalkeeper shuichi Gonda should 
have done better.

Japan’s strangely insipid perfor-
mance followed their heroics in beat-
ing Germany 2-1 in their opener.

their defeat means Germany will 
still be in contention even if they lose 
to spain later sunday.

a win for Japan would have put 
them on the cusp of qualification for 
the last 16 but they failed to create any 
meaningful chances.

Yuki soma’s wayward free-kick 
was arguably the closest Japan came.

Costa Rice are not out of the last 
16 picture either after their battling 
display, surviving a late onslaught 
from Japan to prevail.

“We did it for ourselves. We needed 
that a lot,” Costa Rica’s Celso Borges 
told German broadcasters ZDF. “they 
are a good team, also against Germa-
ny. We cannot give less than what we 
gave today.

“It’s tough to lose 7-0 in the first 
match. It’s very difficult to come back. 

We created 
a bubble 

for our-
selves, 
w e 
kept 

away from negative comments, bad 
vibes. In that we have to thank the 
coaching staff because they did great 
in creating a good environment for us.” 
Japan surprisingly made five changes 
to the team that beat Germany.

Ritsu Doan, who scored as a sub-
stitute in that game, was an obvious 
candidate to come in but few fans ex-
pected such a big overhaul.

Costa Rica had two new faces in 
Kendall Waston und Gerson torres.

the Central americans defended 
in numbers with Japan dominating 
without carving them open in a largely 
chanceless first half.

the Japanese were cautious, pos-
sibly happy with a point in the hope 
spain beat the Germans, but it was an 
odd display from a side who should 
have been full of confidence after 
beating Hansi Flick’s men.

they upped the tempo after the 
break as takuma asano, who scored 
the winner against Germany, was 
brought on in a double half-time 
change.

But Costa Rica remained comfort-
able sitting back, with soma looking 
like the only Japan player who might 
break the deadlock, despite two more 
substitutes being brought on to try to 
force an opening.

But Japan never threatened de-
spite some pinball in the box and they 
were stunned when Costa Rica netted 
with their first shot on target.

Japan had three chances to clear 
the ball before Fuller found space to 
curl his shot. Gonda got both hands 
to the ball but had mistimed his jump 
and it went in.

It means Japan and Costa Rica 
both have three points going into the 
final group matches when the Blue 
samurai face spain on thursday and 
Costa Rica tackle Germany.

Japan’s Doan could not explain 
what went wrong.

“I dont know, we tried everything, 
we prepared everything but it was a 

difficult game,” he said. “We were 
not in top form, I think last 

game was better when we 
played against Germa-

ny but still the next 
game will come so 

we have to look 
forward to the 
next game.”

Costa Rica can ‘still dream’ after 
late World Cup win against Japan

Costa Rica beat 
strangely subdued 

Japan to give  
Germany hope

STATS Perform/DPA
BeRlin

Costa Rica coach Luis Fernando suarez 
is relieved his team can “still dream” after 
they sealed a vital 1-0 win against Japan at 
the World Cup on sunday.

Coming off the back of a 7-0 thrash-
ing at the hands of spain in their opening 
game, Keysher Fuller’s 81st-minute strike 
against the run of play at ahmad bin ali 
stadium handed Costa Rica a win that 
gives them a chance of advancing to the 
knockout stage in Qatar.

Los ticos became the first team to 
concede seven goals in a game and then 
win their next match at the World Cup 
since Paraguay in 1958 (lost 7-3 to France, 
won 3-2 against scotland).

Head coach suarez said he did not 
want to discuss “tactics or technical as-
pects” of the win as he praised his team at 
his post-match press conference.

“I believe the main thing was our abil-
ity to do such amazing things,” he said. 
“I’m not going to talk about tactical or 
technical aspects, today I need to value 

and appreciate what they have done to get 
this result.

“We had to face many challenges but 
we firmly believed and wanted to be 100 
per cent committed for our country to 
play well against a strong opponent like 
Japan.

“We are alive [in the group], that is the 
main thing and no-one can forget about 
us yet. We can still dream.” Fuller was 
the hero, with his goal the only shot Costa 

Rica have had on target in the tournament 
so far, and the 28-year-old added: “the 
main thing was to keep ourselves alive 
and to win, and we managed to do so.

“We were in pain after the spain de-
feat, but now we took a weight off our 
shoulders. We are a group that wants to 
achieve great things.” Japan struggled to 
reproduce the form that saw them shock 
Germany in their opening game in Qatar, 
but the samurai Blue still dominated large 
parts of the game, having 13 shots to Costa 
Rica’s four.

Head coach Hajime Moriyasu was left 
disappointed but stated in his press con-
ference that his team will go into their 
final Group E clash against spain with 
confidence.

“It wasn’t a bad match,” he insisted. 
“In the second half we were trying to con-
trol the game and if we could have had 
total control, we would have won, but it 
didn’t happen.

“We beat Germany but that does not 
mean we will beat spain. Both countries 
are World Cup winners, we have a lot of 
respect for them.”
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Costa Rica’s players celebrate after the winning the Qatar 2022 World 
Cup Group E match against Japan at the Ahmad Bin Ali Stadium in  
Al Rayyan on Sunday. (AFP)
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Costa Rica coach Luis Fernando Suarez

Japan Costa Rica

0 1
Keysher Fuller 81’
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Alphonso Davies scored 
Canada’s first World Cup goal 
but John herdman’s team 
are out of the FIFA World 
Cup Qatar 2022 after 2018 
runners-up Croatia recovered 
from conceding in the second 
minute for an ultimately com-
fortable victory.

Bayern Munich star Davies 
barrelled into the box to plant 
a firm header past Dominik 
livakovic following Tajon Bu-
chanan’s teasing delivery from 
the right. 

Andrej Kramaric had the 
ball in the net after 26 min-
utes but the effort was ruled 
out due to creator Marko 
livaja straying offside in the 
build-up. There was nothing 
wrong with Kramaric’s next 
strike, a crisp 36th-minute 
finish across goalkeeper Milan 
Borjan after Ivan perisic’s re-
verse pass released the striker 
on the left of the penalty area.

Croatia completed the 
turnaround 60 seconds before 
half-time. Josip Juranovic 
burst forwards from right-
back to feed livaja, who prod-
ded the ball out of his feet 
before firing into the bottom 
corner from 20 yards.

Canada substitute Jona-
than osorio shot narrowly 
wide shortly after half-time. 
But Croatia had gained almost 
complete control and deserv-
edly stretched their lead when 
Kramaric controlled perisic’s 
lovely floated pass from wide 
on the left to cut inside and 
curl beyond Brojan for his sec-
ond goal. lovro Majer came 
off the bench to complete the 
scoring deep into stoppage 
time following a slip from Can-
ada defender Kamal Miller.

Croatia were up against it 
from the second minute after 

conceding to Alphonso Davies 
and would have wondered if 
it wasn’t their day when Kra-
maric had a ‘goal’ scratched 
off for offside against livaja.

The shape and the mood 
of the contest spun, however, 
when Kramaric – who clearly 
has his eye in – defeated Milan 
Borjan with a clean strike into 
the far corner to cap a sweep-
ing passing move. Canada 
were noticeably rocked by the 
blow and found themselves 
trailing 2-1 before they’d had 
a chance to clear their heads. 

Coach herdman’s side 
would have liked their chances 
of either preserving or adding 
to their lead if they’d kept their 
noses in front until half-time.

And the longer the game 
went at 1-0, the runners-up 
four years ago, Croatia, would 
have feared their name join-
ing Argentina, Germany and 
Belgium among the victims of 
major upsets in Qatar. 

Kramaric’s classy finish, 
however, turned the contest 
conclusively in the European 
team’s favour and nipped the 

prospect of another shock in 
the bud. 

Croatia moved to four 
points in Group F, tied on 
points with Morocco who 
shocked Belgium, the third-
place finishers from four years 
ago, 2-0 earlier sunday. 

Belgium have three points 
and are under big pressure 
going into their final game 
Thursday against Croatia 
while Morocco face the Cana-
dians who on zero points join 
hosts Qatar in a group stage 
exit.

Alphonso Davies produced explosive start for Canada   
Croatia hit back to lead before half-time

Kramaric brace helps
croatia beat and eliminate
canada at World cup

Canada’s English coach John Herdman (centre) applauds Croatia after 
the Qatar 2022 World Cup Group F football match between Croatia and 
Canada at the Khalifa International Stadium on Sunday. (AFP)

Croatia’s midfielder Lovro Majer (right) scores his team’s fourth goal 
past Canada’s goalkeeper Milan Borjan (left) at the Khalifa International 
Stadium on Sunday. (AFP)

Canada’s forward Alphonso Davies (left) celebrates scoring his team’s first goal past Croatia’s goalkeeper 
Dominik Livakovic during the Qatar 2022 World Cup Group F football match at the Khalifa International 
Stadium on Sunday. (AFP)

Croatia Canada

4 1
Croatia: Kramaric 36’, 70’, Livaja 44’, Majer 94’  Canada: Davies 2’

SCORELINE

Fans of Croatia celebrate after the team defeated Canada 4-1 in the Qatar 2022 World Cup Group F football 
match at the Khalifa International Stadium on Sunday. (AFP)

Croatia’s forward 
Andrej Kramaric 
shoots and scores 
his team’s third 
goal against Can-
ada at the Khalifa 
International Sta-
dium on Sunday. 
(Afp)



Messi reportedly close to agreement with Inter Miami
STATS Perform/dPA 

LioneL Messi is close to an 
agreement to join MLS fran-
chise inter Miami at the end 
of the 2022-23 european sea-
son, according to a report in 
The Times.

The Argentina superstar 
is out of contract with Paris 
Saint-Germain at the end of 
the campaign and has been 
continually linked with a re-
turn to Barcelona, whom he 
left in 2021, but The Times re-
ports Messi will instead move 
to MLS.

inter Miami are said to be 
‘confident’ Messi will sign fol-
lowing the conclusion of the 
World Cup in Qatar, where he 
has scored in both of Argen-
tina’s group stage matches, 
though he would not move 
until the conclusion of PSG’s 
season.

Co-owned by David Beck-
ham, inter Miami will report-
edly make Messi the highest-
paid player in MLS history 
and they are considering fur-
ther additions to complement 
his arrival.

Luis Suarez and Cesc Fa-
bregas, Messi’s former team-
mates at Barcelona, are spe-
cifically named as options, 
the former having enjoyed a 
brief second stint Uruguayan 
side nacional earlier this year 
while Fabregas is in the italian 
second tier with Como.

A move for Messi would 
occur midway through the 
MLS season, which begins in 
February, and would provide 
a huge boost to north Ameri-
can soccer ahead of the World 
Cup in 2026, which the US 
will host alongside Canada 

and Mexico.

‘Another World Cup start-
ed for Argentina today’ 
earlier on Saturday, Messi 
said Argentina’s World Cup 
campaign has now truly start-
ed after inspiring his side to a 
2-0 win over Mexico at FiFA 
World Cup Qatar 2022.

Following a shock 2-1 loss 
to Saudi Arabia in their open-
ing Group C match, Argentina 
entered Saturday’s clash with 
Mexico knowing defeat would 

see them unable to advance.
Messi is glad to have re-

sponded to the defeat against 
Saudi Arabia but stressed 
there is still plenty of work 
for his side to do if they are to 
reach the knockout stages.

“Another World Cup start-
ed for us today,” he said.

“There were many factors 
behind the [Saudi Arabia] de-
feat, such as players playing 
at a first World Cup and the 
schedule.

“These are not excuses, but 

we knew we had to win today. 
We had to play the way we did 
because Mexico performed 
well and have a great coach.

“We calmed down a lot 
more in the second half and 
got the goal we needed. We 
can’t give up now; we have 
finals from this point on and 
can’t make a mistake.” 

Messi was also on target 
against Saudi Arabia and has 
now scored in six successive 
appearances for Argentina, 
making this his joint-best ever 

run for his national team.
The seven-time Ballon d’or 

winner took his goals tally in 
the competition to eight, put-
ting him level with Diego Mara-
dona and behind only Gabriel 
Batistuta (10) for Argentina.

He is both the youngest 
(18 years, 357 days v Serbia in 
2006) and oldest (35y, 155d 
v Mexico) player to score and 
assist in a single World Cup 
game since such records be-
gan (1966).

“He showed that in the 

space of 30 seconds or so he can 
be very harmful,” said Mexico 
head coach Gerardo Martino, 
who previously managed Messi 
for club and country.

“They found Messi on his 
own and he scored from dis-
tance. He didn’t find space 
often, but i understand a 
goal changes the perspective 
of what’s happened over the 
game.”  

Argentina’s tense win 
was played out in front of a 
crowd of 88,966, with that 
the highest for a men’s World 
Cup match since the 1994 fi-
nal at California’s Rose Bowl 
(94,194).

The match was far from 
a classic, the nine shots pro-
duced by both sides combined 
being the lowest tally in a 
World Cup game since 1966.

But head coach Scaloni is 
glad his side did what was re-
quired of them to stay in the 
hunt for a third world crown 
on the back of lifting the Copa 
America last year.

“We knew this would be 
a tough game,” he said. “The 
first half wasn’t good from ei-
ther side. We made some ad-
justments at half-time to get 
Lionel more space.  “We were 
able to have players in the 
middle of the pitch winning 
duels and then you know what 
happened. our number 10 
scored the goal and does what 
he does best.

“Messi should enjoy this 
World Cup, and the fans too. 
But we still have another game 
and must keep our feet on the 
ground, stay humble and work 
hard.  “Just like when we won 
the Copa America, we’ll go 
again tomorrow.”
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Argentina’s forward Lionel Messi (R) and Argentina’s midfielder Rodrigo De Paul during a training session at the Qatar University in Doha on 
Sunday, ahead of their FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 match against Poland to be held on November 30. (AFP)

Canada land first davis Cup 
title by beating australia
STATS Perform/dPA

FeLix Auger-Aliassime and 
Denis Shapovalov steered 
Canada to Davis Cup glory in 
Sunday’s final against Aus-
tralia in Malaga, earning the 
country their first title in the 
competition.

Canada were runners-up 
three years ago in Madrid, when 
a 19-year-old Auger-Aliassime 
and 20-year-old Shapovalov 
lost their respective singles 
clashes with Roberto Bautista 
Agut and Rafael nadal.

Three years older and 
three years wiser, this time 
the Canadians dominated the 
trophy match at the expense of 
28-time champions Australia.

Shapovalov got Canada off 
to a flying start by crushing 
Thanasi Kokkinakis 6-2 6-4, 
setting up the chance for Au-
ger-Aliassime to clinch victory 
without the need for the contest 
to go down to a doubles decider.

World number six Auger-
Aliassime made no mistake as 
he fended off Alex de Minaur 
6-3 6-4, adding Davis Cup glory 
to the four singles titles he has 
gathered this year.

Auger-Aliassime saved 
three break points in the sixth 
game of the second set, from 
0-40, when a trailing De Min-
aur was looking to hit back. He 
then sealed Canada’s victory 

minutes later with a forehand 
into the corner that his oppo-
nent could only return out of 
court, before being mobbed by 
team-mates.

each of Auger-Aliassime’s 
2022 titles came at indoor hard 
court events, and he has thrived 
again in those conditions this 
week, winning all three of his 
singles rubbers and a doubles 
tussle on Saturday against it-

aly alongside the experienced 
Vasek Pospisil.

The Canadian pair got 
the job done just minutes be-
fore kick-off time in their coun-
try’s World Cup game against 
Croatia.

“The emotions are hard 
to describe,” said Auger-Ali-
assime. “All of us here, we’ve 
dreamt of this moment.

“These guys around me, ex-

cept Vasek, he’s a little bit older 
than me, we grew up together 
from the ages of seven, eight 
years old in Canada dreaming 
about being on this stage, win-
ning these types of matches, 
winning a Davis Cup.

“it’s really a dream come 
true, for me personally and 
i think for all the team. it was 
a great moment for myself and 
the country.”

Canada’s team holds the trophy after winning the Davis Cup tennis tournament at the Martin Carpena sports-
hall, in Malaga, Spain, on Sunday. (AFP)

NemANjA Gudelj has defended the challenge on Neymar that may 
have led Brazil’s star man to sustain his ankle injury in the victory 
over Serbia. Paris Saint-Germain forward Neymar limped off in the 
80th minute of the Seleção’s 2-0 triumph on Thursday, having been 
subjected to nine fouls - more than any other player during the open-
ing round of group games. Neymar, who suffered what has been 
described as a lateral ligament injury to his right ankle, shared an up-
date on his official Instagram account on Saturday, including photos 
of his heavily swollen foot.

Gudelj received a yellow card for his 49th-minute challenge - and 
was substituted eight minutes later - but the midfielder insists he 
had no intention of injuring his opponent. “I didn’t feel like I tackled 
him very hard myself,” Gudelj told Dutch newspaper De Telegraaf. “I 
tried not to hit him hard and certainly not on his ankle. I think he got 
injured during another action, because he played on for a while. 
“I felt I had no choice because Neymar is deadly when he enters 
the penalty area. It was a necessary foul in my opinion, but one that 
eventually cost me a substitution.” Serbia suffered their eighth World 
Cup defeat since 2006 after going down against Brazil, with only Aus-
tralia losing on more occasions at the finals during this span (nine). 
Dragan Stojkovic’s side can reignite their last-16 hopes with victory 
over Cameroon on monday, before their Group G campaign concludes 
against Switzerland four days later.

“We played too carefully in the second half [against Brazil] and 
showed too much respect,” Gudelj added. “We collapsed, so we 
certainly asked for a goal against a team with as much quality up front 
as Brazil. We have faith in ourselves and hope. Of course, you can lose 
a game against Brazil, because they really have an excellent team. We 
just need to win two games now. So, we’re going full steam ahead, with  
attacking football - the way we like to play.” (STATS Perform/DPA)

Gudelj defends Neymar challenge:  
‘I tried not to hit him hard’

GermAN football federation 
(DFB) president Bernd Neuen-
dorf doesn’t want to give FIFA 
president Gianni Infantino the 
silent treatment, despite recent 
rows between both federations. 
Neuendorf said there’s always 
conflict but “that doesn’t mean 
that we won’t talk to each other 
in the future. That would also be 
unprofessional,” he told the ma-
genta TV portal on Sunday. The 
DFB president said he’s “quite 
open to continue the dialogue” 
with FIFA and Infantino. Shortly 
before the start of the World 
Cup, DFB said it would not nomi-
nate Infantino for the upcoming 
FIFA presidential elections next 
year. The current federation 
boss, however, is the only candi-
date in the race. (DPA)

German football body 
boss doesn’t want to stop 
dialogue with FIFA

 Quick read

rOry mcIlroy thinks he may have 
given Tiger Woods COVID-19 on 
the eve of the Open Champion-
ship after the pair played at a 
charity event beforehand. The 
Northern Irishman, who claimed 
a third Fedex Cup this year, has 
forged a close bond over the 
years with the American, one 
strengthened by their shared 
views on the LIV Golf breakaway 
this season. While several of 
their rivals warmed up at the 
Scottish Open for this year’s 
Open, mcIlroy and Woods played 
at a fundraising event hosted 
by jP mcmanus at Adare manor. 
mcIlroy has revealed he played at 
St Andrews while battling COV-
ID-19 - and that he fears he gave 
it to Woods after the two dined 
together. (STATS Perform/DPA)

McIlroy feared he gave 
Woods CoVID-19 on eve 
of open Championship

Saudi arabia captain al Faraj ruled out for remainder of World Cup
SAUDi Arabia captain Salman 
Al Faraj has been ruled out for 
the remainder of the World 
Cup through injury.

The Al Hilal defender in-
jured his leg in Tuesday’s shock 
2-1 win over Argentina and left 
the stadium on crutches.

Al Faraj did not feature in 
Saudi Arabia’s 2-0 loss to Po-

land in their second Group C 
contest on Saturday and will 
play no further part in their 
Qatar 2022 campaign.

A Saudi statement con-
firmed the news on Sunday and 
added Al Faraj, who has been 
capped 71 times for his coun-
try, will undergo a full recovery 
programme.

Saudi Arabia are also 
without Yasser Al Shahrani 
after he underwent emergen-
cy surgery following a hor-
ror collision with team-mate 
Mohammed Al owais against 
Argentina.

Herve Renard’s side face 
Mexico in their final group 
match and will advance to the 

last 16 if they win, while a draw 
will be enough should Poland 
defeat Argentina.

Should Saudi Arabia draw 
and Argentina beat Poland, it 
will then come down to goal 
difference to determine who 
progresses to the knockout 
stage.
(STATS Perform/DPA)
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Fans relish 
come rain 
or shine
Day five of the FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 had four 
matches — Japan vs Costa Rica, Belgium vs  
Morocco, Croatia vs Canada and Spain vs  
Germany. Fans of each team made their mark in the  
stadiums and on the streets as the Arab world’s first 
ever World Cup offered the spectators an enjoyable 
experience. Jubilation, heartbreak and  
consolation soon followed as Morocco stunned 
Belgium 2-0, Costa Rica beat Japan 1-0, Croatia 
drowned Canada 4-1 and Spain drew with Germany.
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Rabat erupts in joy, Brussels in ire as Morocco upstage Belgium
DPA

BRUSSELS 

POLICE had to use water can-
non to subdue fans in Brus-
sels on Sunday after the mood 
turned sour following the Bel-
gium’s 2-0 loss to Morocco in 
the football World Cup in Qatar.

About 100 officers had to 
respond after the crowd began 
destroying public property and 
throwing objects at the offic-
ers, according to the Belga news 
agency.

The police took to Twitter to 
urge people to leave Boulevard 
du Midi and adjoining streets 
in the city’s centre. “The police 
have already responded force-
fully. I therefore advise all fans 
against coming to the city cen-

tre,” tweeted Brussels Mayor 
Philippe Close.

He issued an order to ar-

rest troublemakers. Police also 
requested a partial shutdown 
of public transport in the city 

centre, transport authorities 
tweeted.

The Belgian mood was in 

sharp contrast to that of Mo-
rocco, where people spilled 
into the streets of Rabat for 

spontaneous celebrations, ac-
cording to a dpa reporter on 
the scene. There was dancing, 
singing and waving of Moroc-
can flags, while drivers honked 
their horns as they drove 
through the streets.

“The Moroccan side had an 
historic triumph against Bel-
gium,” ran a story on the Ana Al 
Khabar news website. 

Broadcaster 2M praised 
Abdelhamid Sabiri and Zakaria 
Aboukhlal, whose goals secured 
the victory.

Both teams still have a 
chance of advancing to the last 
16 depending on how their fi-
nal group stage match, with 
Belgium set to play Croatia and 
Morocco set to play Canada, on 
Thursday turns out.

Moroccan football fans celebrate in Rabat after their country’s win 
over Belgium. (AFP)

Electric scooters burn on the sideline of a live broadcast of the World 
Cup match between Belgium and Morocco in Brussels on Sunday. (AFP)

  GROUP H  P  W  D   L GF  GA  GD  Pts
Portugal 1 1 0 0 3 2 1 3
S Korea 1 0 1 0 0 0 0 1
Uruguay 1 0 1 0 0 0 0 1
Ghana 1 0 0 1 2 3 -1 0

 GROUP G  P  W  D   L GF  GA  GD  Pts

Brazil 1 1 0 0 2 0 2 3

Switzerland 1 1 0 0 1 0 1 3

Cameroon 1 0 0 1 0 1 -1 0

Serbia 1 0 0 1 0 2 -2 0

 GROUP A  P  W  D   L GF  GA  GD  Pts

NED 2 1 1 0 3 1  2 4

Ecuador 2 1 1 0 3 2  1 4

Senegal 2 1 0 1 3 3  0 3

Qatar 2 0 0 2 1 5  -4 0

 GROUP B  P  W  D   L GF  GA  GD  Pts

England 2 1 1 0 6 2 4 4

Iran 2 1 0 1 4 6 -2 3

USA 2 0 2 0 1 1 0 2

Wales 2 0 1 1 1 3 -2 1

 GROUP C  P  W  D   L GF  GA  GD  Pts

Poland 2 1 1 0 2 0 2 4

Argentina  2 1 0 1 3 2 1 3

Saudi 2 1 0 1 2 3 -1 3

Mexico 2 0 1 1 0 2 -2 1

 GROUP E  P  W  D   L GF  GA  GD  Pts

Spain 2 1 1 0 8 1 7 4

Japan 2 1 0 1 2 2 0 3

Costa Rica 2 1 0 1 1 7 -6 3

Germany 2 0 1 1 2 3 -1 1

 GROUP D  P  W  D   L GF  GA  GD  Pts

France 2 2 0 0 6 2 4 6

Australia 2 1 0 1 2 4 -2 3

Denmark 2 0 1 1 1 2 -1 1

Tunisia 2 0 1 1 0 1 -1 1

 GROUP F  P  W  D   L GF  GA  GD  Pts

Croatia 2 1 1 0 4 1 3 4

Morocco 2 1 1 0 2 0 2 4

Belgium 2 1 0 1 1 2 -1 3

Canada 2 0 0 2 1 5 -4 0

MORROCAN 
BLISS,  

BELGIAN BLUES
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The president of the Cam-
eroon Football Federation 
Samuel eto’o took to social 
media to give his predictions 
for the FIFA World Cup before 
the tournament kicked off, with 
the former Indomitable Lions 
legend saying that Africa would 
be front and centre and tipping 
a rather unexpected final be-
tween his own Cameroon and 
Walid Regragui’s Morocco.

Was this merely a way of 
provoking a reaction or did he 
really believe in what he said? 
either way, the one-time Bar-
celona striker captured the 
boundless optimism and ambi-
tion of Cameroon at this World 
Cup that even a 1-0 opening-
match loss to the Swiss has 
done little to dampen.

“We’ve got work to do and 
there are still six points up for 
grabs,” said a defiant Nico-
las Nkoulou after the final 
whistle against Swit-
zerland. 

“We’re going 
to take on board 
what happened 
during this game 
and come back 
all guns blazing 
for the remaining 
matches.”

When they 
emerged from the 
team bus at the Al Janoub 
Stadium on Thursday, the 
Cameroon squad were already a 
tight-knit group, singing, danc-
ing, clapping in rhythm and 
reminding everyone 
that the World Cup 
is first and foremost 
a celebration of the 
beautiful game. 
And while they 
were not celebrat-
ing after losing their 
tournament opener, 
Cameroon were by 
far and away the 
least downhearted 
of the teams who 
came up short in 
their first match.

G e o r g e s -
Kevin Nkoudou, 

for example, was all smiles in 
the mixed zone. Whilst he was 
obviously not delighted with the 

result, he has the necessary 
lucidity to analyse what 

had happened. 
Despite the de-

feat, there were 
plenty of posi-
tives to be taken 
out of the game 
for Cameroon 
in their build-up 

play and he was 
also magnanimous 

enough to be happy for 
his friend Breel embolo.
“We wanted to play a high 

line and press them, win the ball 
back and get forward quickly,” 
added team-mate Jean-Pierre 

Nsame, who was an unused 
substitute but was al-
ready looking 

ahead as to how to improve his 
team’s game.

As they search for their first 
World Cup win since 2002, 
Cameroon have an unflagging 
sense of optimism, and they are 
one of the rare squads capable 
of giving off positive vibes even 
when the going gets tough. 

Coach Rigobert 
Song encapsu-
lated this mind-
set in his post-
match press 
conference, opt-
ing to look 

to the future rather than dwell-
ing on the defeat they had just 
suffered.

“The second game’s where 
we’re going to come into our 
own, I reckon,” he said of their 
clash with Serbia on Monday. “I 
think my players will show a dif-
ferent side to themselves”.

When they return to the Al 
Janoub Stadium, Andre-Frank 
Zambo Anguissa and his fel-
low Lions will no doubt be as 
positive and enthusiastic as 
they were when they got off the 
bus before the opening match, 
buoyed by their seemingly nev-
er-ending reserves of hope. Af-
ter all, for decades now on the 
world’s biggest stage, the Cam-
eroon motto has been ‘never say 
die’.

Meanwhile, the Serbia team 
should have Filip Kostic avail-
able for their second group 
stage match against Cameroon 
on Monday, after he missed the 
game against Brazil due to a 
thigh injury.

“he has shown that he’s 
ready to play. Whether he will 
play, I don’t know yet, but he’s 
fit,” coach Dragan Stojkovic 
said.
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Whatever the FIFA World Cup might throw at them, Cameroon seem to be one of 
the most positive-thinking teams at the tournament

African 
challenge 

Group G: Cameroon vs serbia (1 pm), al Janoub stadium

Serbia’s defender Strahinja Pavlovic takes part in a training session at 
the Al Arabi SC Training Facilities on Sunday. (AFP)

Serbia’s coach Dragan Stojkovic attends a press conference at the 
Qatar National Convention Center on Sunday. (AFP)

Cameroon’s coach Rigobert Song attends a press conference at the 
Qatar National Convention Center (QNCC) on Sunday. (AFP)

Key stats
 Cameroon and Serbia are looking for their first points 
of the tournament after suffering opening-round defeats to 
Switzerland and Brazil respectively. 
 Serbia have lost nine of their last 11 World Cup games, 
last beating Costa Rica 1-0 in the 2018 group stage. 
 Cameroon have not qualified for the knockout phase 
since their quarter-final appearance in 1990 and are without 
a win at the finals since 2002, after missing out in 2018 
and losing all of their group stage games in 2010 and 2014. 
 Serbia have exited the tournament in the group stage in 
each of their last three appearances - 2006 (as Serbia & 
Montenegro), 2010 and 2014. 
 Serbia are aiming to qualify for the knockout round for the 
first time since 1998, when they competed as Yugoslavia. 
 
Previous meetings: 
 Serbia beat Cameroon 4-3 in their only previous meeting in 
a friendly in 2010

 The second game’s where we’re going to 
come into our own, I reckon. I think my players 
will show a different side to themselves

Cameroon’s coach Rigobert Song

optiMistic caMeroon
ready to show a 
differentside

Cameroon’s forward Jerome 
Ngom Mbekeli (left) and 
defender Olivier Mbaizo (centre) 
take part in a training session at 
the Al Sailiya SC recently. (AFP)

As they search for  
their first World Cup win 
since 2002, Cameroon 
have an unflagging sense of  
optimism
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This appears to be a must-win 
game for south Korea and Ghana 
if they are to have any realistic 
hopes of reaching the knockout 
stage of the competition, but that 
may only add to the pressure.

Ghana was defeated by 
Portugal in a five-goal 

thriller in their Group 
h opener, while 

south Korea’s 
first game 

was a 
goalless 

d r a w 
with 

Uruguay.
But this showdown looks 

more likely to be a tense affair 
like south Korea’s curtain-raiser 
than littered with entertainment 
reminiscent of Ghana’s gung-ho 
game with the Portuguese.

head coach Paulo Bento will 
be hoping that Napoli defender 
Min-Jae Kim will be fit in time 
for the game, but 12 clean sheets 
in their last 19 international 
matches demonstrates their 
dominance.

stopping a Uruguayan attack 
led by Luis suarez, Darwin Nun-
ez, and Edinson Cavani is no easy 
task, and Ghana lacks the same 
quality, relying primarily on Ath-
letic Bilbao’s inaki Williams, who 
has yet to score for his country, 
and promising Ajax youngster 

Mohammed Kudus.
speaking at a press confer-

ence on sunday, the Portu-
guese Bento said: “i said 

earlier i do not feel any 
pressure, i never did 
and never will.”

“During the first 
game, we had a chance 

of at least ensuring a 
third-place finish. in the sec-

ond game, we will keep this op-
portunity... we will enter the 
field with a focus on a win. “i 

don’t feel any pressure what-
soever. i would love the 

players to feel the way 
i do, but i know they 
come from a different 
culture... We will have 
a difficult game but we 
are able to do well.”

After a miser-
able showing at the 
Cup of Nations this 
year, when they were 
dumped out in the 
group stage with only 
one point, Ghana are 
hoping for a better 
performance in Qa-
tar. “We have great 
and utmost respect 
for a great team in 
Ghana and the play-

ers who compete at a very high 
level,” Bento said of Otto Addo’s 
side.

“For our strategy, we have to 
try to be ourselves. We are very 
well aware of the skills and how 
good Ghana are, this will be a 
match where in some moments 
we will have the capacity to con-
trol the game.

“They have skilled players 
from a technical standpoint and 
they are also very quick in attack. 
We want to control the game, 
and also the moments when they 
are in attack.”

Despite their defensive tenac-
ity, the Taegeuk Warriors were 
unable to maximise their attack-
ing talents and failed to force a 
single save from Uruguay goal-
keeper sergio Rochet.

heung Min-son is south 
Korea’s chief creator, but he was 
frequently isolated on the wing 
against the Uruguayans, and you 
get the sense that if they are to 
succeed, it is on him to deliver.

A MUST-WIN MATCH 
FOR KOREA, GHANA
South Korea coach Bento feels no 
pressure ahead of Ghana match
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South Korea’s Portuguese coach Paulo Bento (left) and player Hwang 
In-beom at a press conference in Doha on Sunday. (AFP)

South Korea’s 
midfielder Son 
Heung-min 
takes part of a 
training session 
at the Al Egla 
Training Site 5 in 
Doha on Sunday. 
(AFP)

South Korea’s players take part in a training session at the Al Egla Training Site 5 in Doha on Sunday. (AFP)

Group H: SoutH Korea vS GHana (4pm) at education city Stadium

I don’t feel any pressure 
whatsoever. I would love 
the players to feel the 
way I do, but I know they 
come from a different 
culture... We will have a 
difficult game but we 
are able to do well.

We have great and 
utmost respect for a 
great team in Ghana 
and the players who 
compete at a very high 
level

Ghana coach Addo always expected Son to make the grade
DPa
doha

GhANA coach Otto Addo al-
ways anticipated son heung 
Min would go on to have a great 
career, as he hailed the south 
Korea captain’s character and 
discipline.

Korea face Ghana in their 
second World Cup Group h 
match on Monday.

While Korea drew 0-0 with 
Uruguay in their opener, in a 
game that saw only one shot on 
target, Ghana lost 3-2 to Portu-
gal in a thriller at stadium 974.

son recovered from an eye 
injury to feature in Korea’s open-
ing game in Qatar, though the 
Tottenham forward is having to 
wear a protective facemask.

And Addo, who worked with 
son during his stint as a coach 
of hamburg’s youth team be-
tween 2009 and 2015, said he 
identified the attacker’s potential 
early on.

“We will try to stop every 
attacker. We did it well against 
Portugal, mostly,” Addo said in a 
press conference on sunday.

“son is a very good player, 
operates between the lines and 
has a very good shot. i had the 
pleasure to have him [when i 
was] under-19 coach at ham-
burg.

“Very good character, he’s 
hard working, i really like his 

character, he is very, very disci-
plined, he became so good be-
cause he worked so hard for it.

“This is what i hope for him, 
and expected. You can’t predict 
everything, especially in youth 
players but i saw something in 

him, so i proposed him to the 
first team squad.

“For sure, he did well there 
and has had a great career. i al-
ways wish him all the best, ex-
cept for tomorrow.

“i am happy for him that 

he’s healthy again, or that he can 
play at least. We will stop him 
together as a team. This is what 
we tried to do against Portugal. 
it’s always about closing gaps, 
closing spaces and we do that 
together as a team.” Defeat at 

Education City stadium would 
condemn Ghana to an early exit, 
though a victory might lift them 
as high as second in the group by 
the end of the day, depending on 
the outcome of Portugal’s meet-
ing with Uruguay.

Korea would move top of 
Group h with a win, and coach 
Paulo Bento is confident son, 
who had just one attempt in the 
draw with Uruguay, will be fully 
firing.

“it was because he was re-

cently injured and he was also 
adapting, trying to get used to 
wearing the mask,” Bento said of 
son’s performance against Uru-
guay. “he needed to feel at ease 
with his team-mates and the op-
ponents. 

From his viewpoint, i think 
the second game will be differ-
ent, he’s been able to play 90 
minutes.”

Ghana’s coach Otto Addo (left) and player Daniel Amartey at a press 
conference in Doha on Sunday. (AFP)

Ghana’s forward Inaki Williams (centre) and teammates take part in a training session at Aspire training 
zone in Doha on Sunday. (AFP)

“We will try to stop every 
attacker. We did it well 
against Portugal, mostly,” 
Addo said at a press con-
ference on Sunday.

Key Stats
 South Korea are the 
only asian country to have 
reached the semi-finals of 
the World Cup, when they 
were co-hosts in 2002, while 
Ghana share the distinction 
of being one of three african 
countries to have gone fur-
thest at the World Cup when 
they got to the quarter-finals 
in 2010. 
 South Korea have been 
to more World Cups than 
any other asian country with 
their trip to Qatar their 11th 
appearance, since the first 
in 1954. The last 10 have 
all been consecutive, since 
1986. 
 South Korea have met 
african opposition at the 
World Cup on three oc-
casions - beating Togo in 
2006, drawing with Nigeria 
in 2010 and losing to alge-
ria in 2014. Ghana’s only 

asian opponent at a World 
Cup finals tournament was 
australia in 2010, which 
ended in a 1-1 draw. 
 Ghana made their first 
World Cup appearance in 
2006 and are now compet-
ing at the finals for a fourth 
time. The Black Stars had 
won four africa Cup of Na-
tions titles before they quali-
fied for their first World Cup. 

Previous meetings:  
Ghana have a 4-3 edge 
over South Korea in the win 
count of their past seven 
head-to-head clashes, all in 
friendly internationals. The 
two countries first met in 
1982 in Kuala Lumpur, Ma-
laysia and last clashed in a 
friendly in the U.S. ahead of 
the 2014 Brazil World Cup, 
which Ghana won 4-0 with a 
hattrick from Jordan ayew.

 Son is a very good 
player, operates between the 
lines and has a very good 
shot. I had the pleasure to 
have him (when I was) 
under-19 coach at Hamburg 
Otto Addo
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Cristiano ronaldo has the personal-
ity to handle any pressure that comes 
with being Portugal’s leading man, says 
Fernando santos. ronaldo, the record 
goalscorer in the history of interna-
tional football, came into the World 
Cup with his future uncertain, after an 

inflammatory interview with Piers Mor-
gan.

the 37-year-old has since left Man-
chester United and is playing as a free 
agent for the first time in his career.

ronaldo scored Portugal’s opener in 
their 3-2 win over Ghana on thursday, 

becoming the first male player to 
score at five separate World Cup 

finals in the process.
and santos 
shrugged off the sug-

gestion Portugal 
place too much 

pressure on their 
captain’s shoul-
ders. “We have 
players that 
are more vis-
ible than oth-
ers and they 
need to deal 
with that, with 
the high pri-
ority and 
pressure,” 
santos said 
in a press 
conference 
ahead of 
Portugal’s 
s e c o n d 
G r o u p 
H game 
a g a i n s t 
Uruguay.

“ t h e y 
express them-

selves in one particular 
way. there are players 
who are more extroverted, 
those more introverted, 
the most important thing 
is they play as a group, 
play together as one team.

“as far as Cristiano 
is concerned, i’ve known 
him for many years, since 
he was 19, we have other 
players that share the 
same personality.

“Little by little he has 
gained more experience, 
and understands this pres-
sure, but we also take into 

account other players, not only Cristiano 
ronaldo.” 

another experienced campaigner in 
santos’ squad is ronaldo’s former real 
Madrid club-mate Pepe, with the 
39-year-old centre-back potentially 
in line to feature against Uruguay 
after Danilo suffered three broken 
ribs in training, according to a 
Portuguese federation statement. 
“He’s a monster, Pepe is a mon-
ster,” santos said of the defender. 
“someone who has a huge role, 
there’s no doubt.” 

ronaldo started with 

Joao Felix in a front two against Ghana, 
though santos also has Milan star rafael 
Leao, who scored with his first touch after 
coming on a substitute, to call on.

asked if he would consider 
starting the trio together, 
santos replied: “of course 
it’s possible, we did not come 
here with labels of one, two 
or three starters. “We will 
line them up according to 
our needs, i’m serious about 

it. We have choices, and 
no player will be ex-

cluded, but we 
should not address 
this with an indi-
vidual perspective, 
but as a collective.

dpa
Berlin

UrUGUay midfielder rodrigo 
Bentancur says his team enjoy 
thriving when they feel like they 
are out of the spotlight, ahead of 
a World Cup reunion with Por-
tugal on Monday.

Four years on from their 
last-16 encounter in russia, 
which La Celeste won 2-1 thanks 
to an Edinson Cavani brace, the 
pair will meet in a crucial Group 
H clash at the Lusail iconic sta-
dium.

Portugal headed into that 
2018 showdown as favourites - 
and are tipped for success again 
this time around, having opened 
with victory over Ghana while 
Uruguay were held to a goalless 
draw by south Korea.  But mid-
fielder Bentancur says his side 
are happy to fly under the radar 
and quietly go about their busi-
ness.

“i think it will be a different 
game,” he said. 

“Football has evolved. now, 
we play with more intensity. We 

will bring our a-game, we can 
do lots of things to hurt them.

“We always deeply respect 
our opponent. if not so many 
things are being written about 
Uruguay, then that is good for 
us.” tottenham’s Bentancur is 
set for a reunion with former 
Juventus team-
mate Cristiano 
ronaldo for 
the first time 
since the Por-
tugal captain’s 
controversial exit 
from Manchester 
United.

“With Cris-
tiano, i 

haven’t had the chance to talk to 
him,” he added.

“the last match we spoke 
at was when we saw each other 
in London, when we played 
against Manchester United.

“But we have a very good 
relationship between the two 
of us. He’s a great person 

and a great player. 
i’m sure i will 

greet him, we 
will talk to 
each other, 
and we will 
hug each 
other.”

Uruguay content to thrive in shadows ahead of Portugal clash

Uruguay’s midfielder Giorgian De Arrascaeta (centre) and teammates take part in a training session at the Al 
Erssal training grounds in Doha on Sunday. (AFP)

Uruguay’s midfielder Rodrigo Bentancur 
at a press conference at the Qatar Na-
tional Convention Center (QNCC) in Doha 

Portugal’s defender Pepe (centre) and teammates take part in a training session at Al 
Shahania SC in Al Samriya on Sunday. (aFP)

GrouP H: PortuGAl vS uruGuAy (10 Pm) At luSAil StAdium

Portugal’s coach Fernando 
Santos attends a team 
training session at Al 
Shahania SC.

Uruguay’s coach Diego Alonso at 
a press conference at the Qa-
tar National Convention Center 
(QNCC) in Doha on Sunday. (AFP)

ronaldo not weighed  
down by PortUgal PressUre

Key Stats
 Portugal made their World Cup debut in 
england in 1966, knocking out champi-
ons Brazil, reaching the semi-finals and 
finishing in third place - their best result 
so  r. 
 Portugal’s veteran striker Cristiano 
ronaldo is the leading scorer in the history 
of men’s international football, with 118 
goals for his nation.
 Portugal began their Group h campaign 
with a thrilling 3-2 win over Ghana where 
ronaldo became the first player to score in 
five World Cups.
 Double World Cup winners Uruguay 
won the inaugural tournament in their 
capital Montevideo in 1930 and lifted it 
again in 1950 by upsetting hosts Brazil.
 Uruguay finished third behind Brazil 

and argentina in South america’s qualifi-
ers, veteran forward luis Suarez top-
scoring with eight goals.
 Uruguay drew 0-0 with South Korea in 
their opening Group h game.

Previous meetings: 
 Portugal and Uruguay have played 
each other three times, with one win 
each - including the South americans’ 
victory at the 2018 World Cup - and a 
draw. 
 Portugal and Uruguay have played 
each other three times, with one win 
each - including the South americans’ 
victory at the 2018 World Cup - and a 
draw.

We always deeply respect 
our opponent. If not so many 
things are being written 
about Uruguay, then that is 
good for us.
Uruguay midfielder Rodrigo 
Bentancur

The 39-year-old 
defender Pepe is to 
replace Danilo 
Pereira in  
the starting XI to face 
Uruguay today
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Brazil will be with-
out their star forward 
Neymar for the sec-
ond World Cup group 

stage match against Switzer-
land owing to an ankle injury, 
the Brazilian federation (CBF) 
said on Friday.

Neymar suffered the right 
ankle injury during Thurs-
day’s opening 2-0 victory 
against Serbia and left the 

pitch in the 79th minute. in 
2019, the same injury ruled 
the player out of the Copa 
america.

right back Danilo will 
also miss the Switzerland 
game, the CBF said, mak-
ing way for veteran Daniel 

alves.
“We can already say we 

won’t have both players for 
our next game,” team doc-
tor rodrigo lasmar said.

lasmar said after ex-
aminations that Neymar had 

suffered ligament damage. 
Both players will now undergo 
extensive physiotherapy in a 
bid to be fit in time for the rest 
of the competition.

“it’s very important for us 
to remain calm,” lasmar said.

The spotlight was already 
shining brightly on No. 9 rich-
arlison after a stellar, scissor-
kick shot for his second goal 
against the Serbs.

Earlier, several media re-
ports in Brazil said Neymar 

and Danilo are also to miss the 
final group stage game against 
Cameroon on December 2, but 
that was not confirmed by the 
CBF.

record five-time winners 
Brazil are among the top fa-
vourites to lift the trophy on 
December 18 at the Qatar 
tournament.

Coach Tite said the Brazil 
camp was “confident that Ney-
mar will continue playing in 
the World Cup” as he revealed 
that their star had played on 
for several minutes with the 
injury to help his team.

Neymar meanwhile early 
Friday sent out an instagram 
post which seemed to suggest 
he believes he can play further 
games at the World Cup.

He posted a pic-
ture of a book page 
with the headline 
“Have Belief” in 
his instagram 
story.

“That is to 
believe that 
e v e r y t h i n g 
will be good 
despite chaos. 
it is the certainty 
that the best is yet 
to come. it is the un-
derstanding that everything 
has its time,” the text in Portu-
guese said.

He also said in another 
instagram post he was happy 
with the team’s start.

“Tough game, but it was 
important to win. Congratula-
tions team, first step taken... 6 
more to go,” he said, referring 
to the number of matches left 
including the final.

Neymar is yet to win the 
World Cup. at the 2014 tour-
nament in Brazil he was in-
jured in the quarter-final 
match against Colombia and 
in his absence Brazil crashed 
to a historic 7-1 semi-final de-
feat against Germany.

Brazil and Switzerland 
each have three points in 
Group G so far, with Brazil sit-
ting in first place with a goal 
differential of +2.

Tite said he had decided on 
his lineup but would not share 
it ahead of Monday evening. 
Serbia faces Cameroon earlier 
in the day.

Brazil ready 
for swiss But 
without Neymar

I made a mistake: Brazil coach Tite on Neymar injury
STATS Perform/DPA

Berlin 

Brazilcoach Tite conceded 
he made a mistake in not re-
alising earlier that Neymar 
had sustained an ankle injury 
in their World Cup win over 
Serbia.

Neymar hobbled off 
in the 80th minute of 
the Selecao’s 2-0 win on 
Thursday, having suf-
fered what has been 
described as a lateral 
ligament injury to 
his right ankle.

The Paris Saint-
Germain star shared an 
update on his official 
instagram account 

on Saturday, including photos 
of his heavily swollen foot.

Tite said in his post-match 
press conference that he was 
confident Neymar, as well as 

Danilo, who also suffered an 
injury against Serbia, would 
still be able to feature in Qa-
tar.

However, at his pre-match 
media conference ahead of 
Brazil’s second Group G game, 
against Switzerland, Tite said 
he could have handled his star 
man better.

“i made a mistake,” he 
said. “i did not realise and i 
want to publicly acknowledge 
this.

“He was injured, i didn’t 
see that he had an injury, we 
didn’t get that information.

“He tried to continue to 
play until he told us he was 
feeling his ankle, because 
right then he had the ability to 
try to push with the team, he 
participated in the goals.

“i hadn’t seen he had an 
injury, it was 10 minutes and 
it was not malicious, it was ac-

cidental.” 
Neymar was fouled nine 

times against Serbia and has 
been the subject of heavy 
treatment during his previous 
two World Cup appearances.

across the 2014 and 2018 
World Cups combined, Ney-
mar was fouled a leading 44 
times - or once every 21 min-
utes, more often than any oth-
er player impeded on at least 
25 occasions.

“if we want to celebrate the 
football we have to pay atten-
tion to the fouls, because they 
focus on specific players,” Tite 
said. “This is a fact and it has 

to be stopped.” Tite remains, 
however, confident that Ney-
mar and Danilo will both re-
turn before Brazil’s campaign 
in Qatar is over.

“That’s my opinion,” he 
said. “Medically i am not in a 
position to speak but i do have 
the medical reports.

“i can continue to say that 
not only about Neymar but 
also about Danilo. Both situa-
tions have changed, but we do 
believe both will be available 
to play.

When it was put to him 
that even without Neymar 
Brazil remain favourites to 
win the World Cup, Tite re-
plied: “Neymar is an extraor-
dinary talent, but we are also 
relying on our other players as 
well.

“There are other players. 
an assist from Vinicius [Jun-
ior], or creativity when finish-
ing a play from richarlison, a 
header from Pedro, a chance 
for Gabriel Jesus, raphinha, 
they have this ability.”

Brazil’s coach Tite attends a 
press conference in Doha on 
Sunday. (aFP)

swiss coach 
yakin: Brazil 

inspired me to 
play football 

AgencieS

SWiTzErlaND coach 
Murat Yakin said Sunday 
his side would not be over-
awed by Brazil ahead of 
their World Cup clash in 
Qatar, admitting the five-
time champions inspired 
him to play the game.

Both teams won their 
opening Group G matches 
and the winner of Mon-
day’s game could qualify 
for the knockout rounds, 

depending on the re-
sult of the earlier 

match between 
Cameroon and 
Serbia.

“Person-
ally, i have 
been look-
ing forward 
to this clash 

since the draw 
came out,” Yakin, 

a former Swiss in-
ternational, said on the 

eve of the match.
“Since my childhood, i 

spoke at length about Bra-
zil -- maybe that’s why i 
became a footballer.

“Of course, we are re-
ally looking forward to it. 
it’s great to play against big 
names and to show what 
we have.”

Yakin said his side had 
not changed their prepara-
tions for the game despite 
the absence of Brazil talis-
man Neymar, who is in-
jured.

“They have enough 
quality to compensate,” he 
said.

“Each and every one 
is super skilled, even the 
center backs and goalkeep-
er,” Switzerland coach Mu-
rat Yakin said Sunday, de-
scribing the Brazil players. 
“They are here to get the 
title. That’s almost a must 
for them.”

Tough team
Some of Europe’s best 

teams have found the Swiss 
a tough out in the past 18 
months.

Switzerland beat Por-
tugal and Spain in the Na-
tions league this year. last 
year, the Swiss eliminated 
world champion France 
in the European Champi-
onship and advanced to 
Qatar by finishing above 
Euro 2020 winner italy in 
their World Cup qualifying 
group.

“We’ve been challenged 
by great teams and we’ve 
been able to score,” said 
forward Xherdan Shaqiri, 
who is playing in his fourth 
World Cup, a Swiss record. 
“if we score a goal i think 
we can completely change 
the game.”

Shaqiri laid on the 
pass for Breel Embolo to 
score the only goal in a 
1-0 win against Cameroon 
that opened the group on 
Thursday. The Swiss did 
just enough to take the 
three points against its  
expected weakest  
opponent.

Switzerland will be 
without Noah Okafor, the 
Salzburg forward who has 
been a favored speedy op-
tion from the bench late in 
games.
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Group G: Brazil vs Switzerland (7 pm) at Stadium 974 

Switzerland’s coach Murat 
Yakin addresses a press confer-
ence in Doha on Sunday. (aFP)

 I made a mistake. I did 
not realise and I want to 
publicly acknowledge this. He 
was injured, I didn’t see that he 
had an injury, we didn’t get that 
information.

Brazil coach Tite

Key Stats
Brazil, unbeaten in qualify-
ing for Qatar, have won the 
World Cup five times and are 
favourites to win a record-
extending sixth title. 
Switzerland have reached 

the knockout stage in three 
of their last four World 
Cups -- in 2006, 2014 and 
2018 -- but crashed out at 

the group stage in 2010. 
Brazil have played in every 
World Cup since 1930 but 
have not reached the final 
since they last won the title 
in 2002.
Switzerland were unbeaten 
through qualifying, topping a 

group that included european 
champions italy.  
 
Previous meetings: 
Monday’s match will be 
the third time Brazil will have 
played Switzerland at the 
World Cup. 
The teams last met in the 
group stage of the 2018 
World Cup in russia, where 
they drew 1-1. They also drew 
2-2 at the 1950 World Cup. 
in nine matches against 
Switzerland, Brazil have re-
corded three wins, four draws 
and two losses. 

Neymar limps off the field with a 
swollen ankle at the end of Brazil’s 
Thursday match against Serbia. (AFP)

In 
Neymar’s 

absence, Brazil 
crashed to a his-

toric 7-1 semi-final 
defeat against 

Germany in 
2014 WC We can 

already say we 
won’t have 
{Neymar and 
Danilo] for our 
next game.
Brazil team doctor 
Rodrigo Lasmar




