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Les Bleus storm into Round of 16 with thrilling win over Denmark
DPA
Doha

Kylian Mbappe scored a brace 
as France ended a title holders’ 
World Cup curse by becoming 
the first team to qualify for the 
knock-out rounds in Qatar with 
a 2-1 victory over Denmark on 
Saturday.

Paris Saint-Germain star 
Mbappe broke the deadlock in 
the 61st minute after a one-two 
with defender Theo Hernandez 
and grabbed an 86th-minute 
winner with a goalmouth volley 
off antoine Griezmann’s cross 
for now three goals at the tour-
nament.

Denmark got a temporary 
equalizer from andreas Chris-
tensen’s header off a corner 
kick in the 68th minute of a 
lively encounter at 974 Stadium 
in Doha.

The three title holders 
ahead of France’s 2018 success 
– italy, Spain and Germany - 
had all gone out in the group 
stage of the next edition.

So had France themselves 
as 1998 champions, their fate 
in 2002 sealed in a 2-0 defeat 
against Denmark who had held 
them 0-0 in 2018 and beaten 
them twice in this year’s na-
tions league.

France, who beat austral-
ia 4-1 in their opener, have a 
maximum six points in Group 
D ahead of their final game 
Wednesday against Tunisia, 
who lost 1-0 to australia from 
Mitch Duke’s stunning 23rd-
minute header earlier in the 
day.

australia have three points 
ahead of their final game against 
Denmark who like Tunisia have 
one, with all three now fighting 
to join France in the knock-outs 
in the group finale.

“i’m very happy with the 
way my players have respond-
ed,” France coach Didier Des-
champs told broadcasters TF1. 

“We are sure to be qualified 
after two games. it brings peace 
of mind.

“We have a strong and solid 
group of players who want to 
do great things.” les Bleus at-
tacked with might from the 
kick-off and Denmark goal-
keeper Kasper Schmeichel 
tipped a dangerous header 
from adrien Rabiot over the bar 
and Jules Kounde had a shot 
blocked by Christensen.

Schmeichel was also on 
his guard against a tight-angle 
effort from Griezmann and 
Mbappe then blazed over, but 
in-between Denmark had their 
first chance with andreas Cor-
nelius shooting wide right.

France finally broke 
through with a fine attacking 

move just after the hour. Mbap-
pe raced down the left, found 
Hernandez who laid the ball 
back to him to fire into the net 
from some eight metres out.

The lead was deserved but 
lasted only seven minutes. The 
Danes won a corner from Chris-
tian Eriksen which was headed 
on at the near post by Joachim 
andersen to Christensen who 
nodded past Hugo 
lloris for 1-1.

Denmark now 
wanted more and 
lloris needed to 
save from Jesper 
lindström while 
on the other 
end aurelien 
Tchouameni’s 
goal-bound 
header went 
wide off 
d e f e n d e r 
J o a k i m 
Maehle, and 
an artistic 
effort from 
Rabiot went 
high.

But France 

finally succeeded when Mbap-
pe snicked behind a defender 
to volley Griezmann’s swinging 
cross home and send les Bleus 
through and join Zinedine Zi-
dane on 31 goals for their coun-
try.

“it’s a great victory,” Griez-
mann said. “We knew it was go-
ing to be a complicated game. 
We had lost twice in the na-
tions league. We did a lot of 
work together. 

“We knew it was going to be 
a tough game.

Everyone made an excep-
tional effort tonight. We 

are very happy.
Denmark de-
fender Vic-

tor nelsson 
said: “Right 
now i’m 

very disap-
pointed with 

the late goal. it 
is unacceptable 

to let in a goal so 
late in the game ... 
We need to win 
over australia on 
Wednesday.” 

France are 
aiming to  

emulate Brazil 
and Italy to win 

consecutive FIFA 
World Cup  

titles

I’m very happy with the way  
my players have responded.  
We are sure to be qualified 
after two games. It brings 

peace of mind.

France coach  
Didier Deschamps

France’s forward Kylian Mbappe celebrates scoring his team’s second goal during the FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 Group D match against Denmark at the Stadium 974 in Doha on Saturday. (aFP)

France’s forward Kylian Mbappe scores his team’s second goal past 
Denmark’s Kasper Schmeichel at Stadium 974 on Saturday. (aFP)

Denmark’s defender #06 Andreas Christensen (2nd-L) scores his team’s 
first goal during the FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 Group D match against 
France at the Stadium 974 in Doha on Saturday. (aFP)

SCORELINE
France  Denmark

2 1
Kylian Mbappe 61’, 86’; Andreas Christensen 68’

MBAPPE MAKES 
DEFENDING CHAMPIONS 
FRANCE ROCK
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A LioneL Messi-fired and 
inspired Argentina kept them-
selves alive in FiFA World Cup 
Qatar 2022 with a resounding 
2-0 win over Mexico at the 
Lusail stadium on saturday 
night.

After a shock 2-1 loss to 
saudi Arabia in their opening 
match, a defeat would have 
meant Argentina saying good-
bye to the competition before 
the knock-out stages.

But, in a game in which 
both sides lacked goal chances 
and when none of the teams 
looked close to scoring, top 
star Messi came up with a 
spark of brilliance. The seven-
time Ballon d’or winner broke 
the deadlock in the 64th min-
ute after receiving the ball 
from Angel Di Maria outside 
the box and unleashing a pow-
erful strike.

it was then Messi who took 
the corner-kick that ended up 
with enzo Fernandez, who 
curled his effort into the top 
corner for a stunning goal in 
the 87th.

Messi now has as many 
World Cup goals as Argentina 
great Diego Maradona, with 
eight, and only Gabriel Batis-
tuta (10) scored more for the 
Albiceleste at the competition.

“it was a very difficult game, 
Mexico played well,” Messi told 
FiFA after the game. 

“in the second half, we re-
turned to our form, we played 
like Argentina. We’ve made it 
and that’s what matters.” 

Ahead of the crucial game, 
Argentina players asked fans to 

trust them and Messi said that 
“against Poland, they have to 
trust us again. We can’t make 
any mistakes.” 

“We can’t give up now, we 
have only finals ahead,” he said.

The first half saw a com-
bined total of only four efforts 

on goal and the first one came 
from Mexico in the ninth min-
ute. Andres Guardado whipped 
a free-kick and Cesar Montes 
flicked the ball wide of the back 
post. on the brink of half-time, 
Alexis Vegas took a flawless 
free-kick, but Argentina keeper 

emiliano Martinez made a su-
perb defence.

The second half didn’t bring 
any offensive improvements, 
but when none of the teams 
looked close to scoring, Messi 
produced a moment of magic 
to make the breakthrough.

With one touch, he con-
trolled the ball he received 
from Di Maria, and with the 
second, he delivered a mighty 
shot with his left foot, giving 
Mexican keeper Guillermo 
ochoa no chance.

Mexico were not able to be 
a real threat for the equalizer, 
and Fernandez sealed the win 
for Argentina by picking up 
Messi’s corner, leaving a cou-
ple of defenders behind and 
netting a stunner.

MESSI-INSPIRED ARGENTINA 
BEAT MEXICO TO STAY ALIVE
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FIFA experts praise Japan and Saudi Arabia, say football is evolving
Agencies

Doha

The upset wins of Japan 
against Germany and saudi 
Arabia over Argentina at the 
World Cup are no real surprise 
because football is evolving, ac-
cording to a members of FiFA’s 
Technical study Group (TsG) 
at the tournament in Qatar.

Looking at Japan’s win, 
their former coach Alberto 
Zaccheroni told reporters at a 
performance presentation after 
the first round of group games 
on saturday that “football has 
further developed.

“They have improved phys-
ically. Many Japanese play in 
Germany, they are profiting 
from that,” the italian said.

sunday oliseh, a former ni-
geria star who joins Zaccheroni 
and five other former greats 
including Arsene Wenger and 
Jurgen Klinsmann on the TsG, 
labelled saudi Arabia’s success 
over Argentina “the best game 
of their history.” 

The TsG said that five in-
stead of three substitutions - and 
the tournament played in the 
middle of the european season 
and not at the end of it - helped 
teams to press their opponents 
for longer periods in the game 
because players are fresher.

Counter pressing after los-
ing the ball was a key aspect of 
the first 16 games, with Argen-
tina, spain, england, Denmark 
and Germany the teams to get 
back the ball quicker than other 
teams.

The TsG also said that there 
have been far more goals after 

crosses in Qatar after the first 
matchday in all groups than 
four years ago in Russia, with 
14 this time around compared 
to three in 2018.

At the FiFA World Cup 
Qatar 2022, FiFA’s Technical 
study Group (TsG) will pro-
vide cutting-edge analysis of 

all 64 matches. FiFA’s Direc-
tor of Global Football Develop-
ment Arsene Wenger not only 
has a more comprehensive set 
of tools at his disposal than in 
previous tournaments, but he 
also has a team of world foot-
ball experts alongside him.

After the first round of six-

teen group stage matches featur-
ing all 32 participating teams, 
Alberto Zaccheroni was joined 
by sunday oliseh, Faryd Faryd 
Mondragon on and Chris Loxs-
ton, head of FiFA’s Performance 
and Trend Analysis Group at the 
media briefing in Doha. 

Loxston introduced three 

trends that had so far emerged: 
the use of long balls to avoid 
high pressure; counter-press-
ing with multiple players, and 
an increase in the number of 
goals from crosses.

on the first theme, Mon-
dragon emphasised the impor-
tance of the goalkeeper, with 
teams trying to win the ball 
back as high up the field as pos-
sible. 

“The goalkeeper has to 
know how to keep the ball 
away, to avoid all risks,” said 
the former Colombia goalkeep-
er, who played in three FiFA 
World Cups. 

“if you have good players, 
you can immediately launch a 
counter-attack, or an offensive 
action.

“With this trend, we’ve seen 
that the goalkeeper is often in-
volved in starting moves, even 
if we shouldn’t forget his main 
function is to prevent goals. 
But there is a difference be-
tween involving the goalkeeper 
in building from the back and 
asking him to initiate play in a 
situation where the team is fac-
ing high pressure. in this case, 
long balls are necessary. it is up 
to the goalkeeper to interpret 
the situation and decide when 
to play long, or when to build 
from his defence.”

After the first round of sixteen group stage matches featuring all 32 participating teams, Alberto Zaccheroni was joined by Sunday Oliseh, Faryd 
Mondragon and Chris Loxston, Head of FIFA’s Performance and Trend Analysis Group at a media briefing in Doha.

Lionel Messi celebrates on the pitch after Argentina beat Mexico 2-0 in the FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 Group C match at the Lusail Stadium on Saturday night. (aFP)

Argentina’s midfielder Enzo Fernandez fires in his team’s second goal 
against Mexico at the Lusail Stadium on Saturday night. (aFP)

The Messi goal
The assist was supplied by another argentina 
stalwart in the 126-cap angel Di Maria. Messi 
controlled the pass from his long-time oppo, 
roughly 22 yards from goal. Mexico, perhaps not 
fully switched on to the danger, were slow to close 
the seven-times FIFa Ballon d’or winner and how 
they will regret their hesitation.
Mexico goalkeeper Guillermo ochoa was hitherto 
unbeaten in Qatar. The strike, then, needed to be 
true and accurate – and Messi’s crisp shot met 
both criteria, scooting inside ochoa’s left post. 
The unthinkable prospect of Messi’s attempt to 
win a first World Cup going south after two 
matches was banished with one swipe of the 
most famous left foot on the planet.

It was a very difficult 
game, Mexico played well. 
In the second half, we 
returned to our form, we 
played like Argentina. 
We’ve made it and that’s 
what matters. We can’t 
give up now, we have only 
finals ahead.
Lionel Messi

SCORELINE
Argentina  Mexico

2 0
Lionel Messi 64’, Enzo Fernandez 87’
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Saudi arabia failed to 
follow up their famous 
win over argentina with 
another scalp as they 

unluckily lost 2-0 to Poland 
in Group C on Saturday, with 
Robert Lewandowski scoring 
his first World Cup goal.

Piotr Zielinski blasted into 
the roof of the net on 39 min-
utes after good work by FiFa 
world player of the year Le-
wandowski, who finally broke 
his duck at age 34 when he 
robbed abdulelah al Malki to 
slot home on 82 minutes.

The Saudis had a chance to 
hit back at 1-0 when Krystian 
Bielik was adjudged to have 
fouled Saleh al Shehri in the 

box on video review.
But Wojciech Szczesny 

expertly saved Salem al daw-
sari’s spot-kick and got straight 
back up to somehow tip over 
Mohammed al Burayk’s shot.

“You have to be efficient but 
we weren’t,” said Saudi coach 
Herve Renard. “But i am very 
proud of my players. We are 
not finished yet.”  

Poland, who drew 0-0 with 
Mexico in their opener, were 
more attacking in their ap-
proach after bringing arkadi-
usz Milik in from the start.

They dropped back in the 
second half but Milik did hit 
the bar with a diving header 
before Lewandowski struck the 
post.

The Saudis, who are seek-
ing only a second qualification 
for the last 16 after 1994, bat-
tled hard and created several 
other good opportunities but 
were slowed down by a series 
of minor injuries in a niggling 
but enthralling game.

Szczesny also got in their 
way more than once, saving 
well with his knees from al 
dawsari in the second half.

Saudi arabia could have be-

come the first team in Qatar to 
secure their spot in the last 16 
with a victory.

Bookmakers would have 
offered big odds on that before 
their surprise 2-1 triumph over 
Lionel Messi’s argentina. in 
truth the Green Falcons were 
good value for at least a draw 
against Poland and will go into 
the final group game with Mex-
ico on Wednesday with hope.

Poland have twice finished 
third at a men’s World Cup but 
have not been to the last 16 
since 1986.

Their record scorer Lewan-
dowski helped his side move 
closer to their dream after 
shrugging off his penalty miss 
against Mexico with a typically 
industrious display, which fi-
nally resulted in a goal at his 

second World Cup.
The emotion of the occa-

sion clearly got to the Barce-
lona star, who had tears in his 
eyes.

“Now he has the goal and 
the assist, that says everything 
about him and his character,” 
Poland right back Matty Cash 
said before hailing his goal-
keeper Szczesny too.

“He showed why he has 
been playing at the top level 
for so long and made the differ-
ence. Simply fantastic.” 

argentina face Mexico later 
on Saturday in the other group 
game, with next opponents Po-
land top on four points for now. 
defeat would mean a shock 
elimination for much-fancied 
argentina.

Poland, who drew 
0-0 with Mexico  
in their opener, 
were more 
attacking in their 
approach after 
bringing  
Arkadiusz Milik  
in from the start

Lewandowski explains emotion of breakthrough World Cup goal
STaTS perform/dpa

Doha 

RoBeRT Lewandowski broke 
his World Cup duck on Sat-
urday and explained his emo-
tional celebration was due to 
the possibility of this being his 
last finals.

This is only Lewandowski’s 
second World Cup with Po-
land, but he is now 34 years 
old and did not score a single 
goal at Russia 2018.

That barren run contin-
ued in the opening match 
against Mexico, in 
which the Barce-
lona forward saw 
a penalty saved.

But Lewan-
dowski assist-
ed Piotr Zie-
l i n s k i ’ s 

s t r i k e 
a g a i n s t 
S a u d i 
a r a -
bia and 
grabbed 
the sec-
ond him-
self in a 
vital 2-0 

win to move 
P o l a n d 
top of 
Group C.

The for-
mer Bayern 

Munich man was clearly over-
come with emotion as he em-
braced his team-mates.

“The older i get, the more 
emotional i get,” Lewandowski 

said. “i’m aware when it comes 
to the World Cup, it might be 
my last one.” 

He added: “When you play 
for the national team, you have 
to focus on the results, but 
some part of my identity also 
wanted me to have good statis-
tics.

“i always wanted to score at 
the World Cup, and this dream 

came true.” Poland coach Cz-
eslaw Michniewicz said of Le-
wandowski’s emotion: “i was 
not surprised, because i know 
how deeply he lived the last 
match.

The whole team supported 
him a lot. Michniewicz added 
“one player will not win the 
match alone,” but that was an 
assessment Herve Renard disa-

greed with, as the Saudi arabia 
coach attributed Poland’s vic-
tory to Wojciech Szczesny.

a penalty save from Salem 
al-dawsari at 1-0 kept Poland 
in front in a game Saudi arabia 
controlled for long periods.

despite the result, Renard 
is not giving up hope, saying: 
“We are still alive, so we’ll play 
until the last second of our 
World Cup. if that’s next time 
or another time, we won’t give 
up.” Saudi arabia are second 
in the pool, a point behind Po-
land, ahead of argentina play-
ing Mexico later on Saturday.
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Poland’s forward Robert 
Lewandowski celebrates 
scoring during the match 
against Saudi Arabia on 
Saturday. (aFP)

 The older I get, the 
more emotional I get. When 
you play for the national 
team, you have to focus on 
the results, but some part 
of my identity also wanted 
me to have good statistics. 
I always wanted to score at 
the World Cup, and this 
dream came true.

ROBERT LEWANDOWSKI

 Group C  p  W  D   L GF  GA  GD  pts

poland 2 1 1 0 2 0 2 4

Argentina 2 1 0 1 2 1 1 3

Saudi  2 1 0 1 2 3 -1 3

Mexico 2 0 1 1 0 2 -2 1

Poland’s defender Matthew Cash 
blocks Saudi Arabia’s forward Fi-
ras Al Buraikan’s shot during their 
FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 Group 
C match played at the Education 
City Stadium on Saturday. (aFP)

SCorELINE
poland Saudi Arabia

2 0
Piotr Zielinski 39’,
Robert Lewandowski 82’

 He showed why he has 
been playing at the top level for 
so long and made the 
difference. Simply fantastic.

Poland’s Matty Cash hailing 
Poaland goalkeeper  
Szczesny

saudi arabia 
denied by CLiniCaL

PoLand

Poland’s Robert Lewandowski scores his team’s second goal past Saudi Arabia’s goalkeeper Mohammed Al 
Owais at the Education City Stadium on Saturday. (aFP)
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Which side needs what to qualify? Permutations explained

Who needs what to 
make it through to 
the Round of 16 at 
the FIFA World Cup 

Qatar 2022? And who could 
soon be on their way home?
FIFA+ analyses key scenarios 
going forward.

Group A
Ecuador-Senegal (29 November, 
18:00 local time)
Netherlands-Qatar (29 Novem-
ber, 18:00 local time)
Netherlands need to win or 
draw to qualify. They will still 
qualify if they lose, provided 
Ecuador beat Senegal.
Ecuador need to win or draw to 
qualify. They remain in conten-
tion to qualify if they lose and 
Qatar beat Netherlands.
Senegal need to win to qualify 
but remain in contention if they 
draw and Qatar beat Nether-
lands.
Qatar are eliminated.

Group B
Wales-England (29 November, 
22:00 local time)
IR Iran-USA (29 November, 
22:00 local time)
England will qualify with a win 
or draw.
Depending on goal difference, 
the Three Lions could also 
make it through in defeat.
Wales must win to have any 
chance of progressing.
IR Iran are guaranteed to pro-
gress if they beat USA.
A draw will also take the Irani-
ans through provided Wales do 
not beat England (in which case 

goal difference will come into 
play).
For USA, it’s simple: win and 
they are through. Lose or draw 
and they will be heading home.

Group C
Poland-Saudi Arabia (26 Novem-
ber, 16:00 local time) 
Argentina-Mexico(26 November, 
22:00 local time) 
Argentina stay in contention.
Poland top group after win over 
Saudi Arabia.
Saudi Arabia are at third place 
with three points.
Mexico with a draw and one 
loss also stay alive. 

Group D
Tunisia-Australia (26 November, 
13:00 local time) 
France-Denmark (26 November, 
19:00 local time) 
A win would see France into the 
Round of 16.
A defeat would knock Australia 
out.
Denmark and Tunisia can nei-
ther qualify nor be eliminated 
on Matchday 2.
Group E
Spain-Germany(27 November, 
22:00 local time)
Japan-Costa Rica (27 Novem-
ber, 13:00 local time)
A win would see Spain through 

if Costa Rica fail to win against 
Japan.
A win would send Japan through 
if Germany fail to win against 
Spain.
If Germany lose, they would 
no longer be able to qualify if 
Costa Rica fail to win against 
Japan.
If Costa Rica lose, they would 
no longer be able to qualify 
if Germany fail to win against 
Spain.

Group F
Belgium-Morocco (27 Novem-
ber, 16:00 local time)
Croatia-Canada (27 November, 

19:00 local time) 
A win would see Belgium into 
the Round of 16.
A defeat would send Canada 
out.
Morocco and Croatia can nei-
ther qualify nor be eliminated 
on Matchday 2.  

Group G
Cameroon-Serbia (28 Novem-
ber, 13:00 local time)
Brazil-Switzerland(28 November, 
19:00 local time)
A defeat would knock Serbia 
out if Brazil fail to win against 
Switzerland.
A win would Brazil see through 

if Cameroon fail to win against 
Serbia.
A defeat would knock Cameroon 
out if Switzerland fail to win 
against Brazil.
A win would see Switzerland 
through if Serbia fail to win 
against Cameroon.

Group H
Korea Republic-Ghana (28 No-
vember, 16:00 local time)
Portugal-Uruguay (28 November, 
22:00 local time)
A win would see Portugal into 
the Round of 16.
A defeat would put Ghana out.
Uruguay and Korea Republic 
can neither qualify nor be elimi-
nated on Matchday 2.

Tiebreaker information
If two or more teams in the 
same group are equal on 
points after the completion of 
the group stage, the following 
criteria, in the order below, shall 
be applied to determine the 
ranking:
• Step 1:
(a) greatest number of points 
obtained in all group matches;
(b) superior goal difference in 
all group matches;
(c) greatest number of goals 
scored in all group matches.

• Step 2:
If two or more teams in the 
same group are equal on 
the basis of the above three 
criteria, their rankings will be 
determined as follows:
(d) greatest number of points 
obtained in the group matches 
between the teams concerned;
(e) superior goal difference 
resulting from the group 
matches between the teams 
concerned;
(f) greatest number of goals 
scored in all group matches 
between the teams concerned;
(g) highest team conduct score 
relating to the number of yel-
low and red cards obtained;
(h) drawing of lots by FIFA.

Lionel Messi’s Argentina may still need to do more ---- to ensure progress into the Round of 16 at FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022. (AFP)

France have qualified; 
Portugal, Belgium, Saudi 
Arabia and England are 
all well placed to 
advance

A defeat for Germany 
against Spain would all 
but eliminate the 2014 
champions

STATS Perform/dPA/TNN
DohA

Diego Maradona should have 
a day of celebration dedicated 
to him at every World Cup, ac-
cording to FiFA president gi-
anni infantino.

The iconic Argentinian died 
at the age of 60 on November 
25, 2020 after suffering a car-
diac arrest.

Paying tribute during the 
Qatar World Cup at an event to 
mark the second anniversary 
of Maradona’s death, infan-
tino said the mercurial figure 
should be remembered at each 
subsequent tournament for his 
significant impact on football.

“Diego is immortal, he is 

with us,” infantino said. “We 
not only need to pay tribute 
but to celebrate also Diego. i 
would like that from now on, 
at every World Cup we would 
take one day to celebrate Diego 
Armando Maradona, because 
he made so many people fall in 
love with our sport, football.

“i am italian and an inter 
supporter. i am not Argentin-
ian nor a Napoli supporter, and 
of course Diego made inter and 
italy cry many times, but we 
love him.

“i am proud because after 
our arrival to football, mine 
and Alejandro [Dominguez, 
CoNMeBoL president], Diego 
came back to be with us at the 
World Cup in Russia, and per-

sonally i had the chance to 
speak to him many times and 
start a friendship, and it was 
then when i realized his depth.

“Diego was a great leader 
in Argentina, South America 
and in all the world. We need 
to keep celebrating him. i feel 

great emotion, we would have 
liked him to be here at this 
World Cup, but he is in all our 
hearts.” 

At Argentina’s press con-
ference ahead of their crucial 
group C encounter with Mex-
ico, head coach Lionel Scaloni 

also acknowledged the anni-
versary of Maradona’s death, 
saying: “it’s a very sad day for 
everyone, tomorrow we will 
hope to bring some joy for Die-
go if he is looking down on us.

“every time we see an image 
of him, it’s unbelievable that 
he’s not here with us. Tomor-
row hopefully will be a happy 
day for all of us.” 

The Albiceleste were sur-
prisingly beaten 2-1 in their 
opening World Cup clash 
against Saudi Arabia, and 
striker Lautaro Martinez reiter-
ated Scaloni’s comment that he 
and his team-mates will look to 
honour Maradona by securing 
a better result against Mexico.

“This is a very special day,” 

the inter forward said. “We 
have him in our minds as Ar-
gentinians but he was a very 
important player for everyone 
in global football, not just us.

Meanwhile, hordes of Ar-
gentina fans in Qatar were seen 
observing Maradona’s second 
death anniversary wearing 
Maradona t-shirts and unveil-
ing Maradona life-size banners 
through the day. They also sang 
and danced in Maradona’s re-
membrance late into the night 
at several places in Doha.

“Argentina will emerge 
stronger in the next game and 
the great Maradona’s blessings 
will be with our team,” said and 
Argentinian fan from among one 
of the many visiting groups.

EvEry World Cup should havE a 
Maradona day: FIFa ChIEF InFantIno

Fans of Argentina’s Diego Maradona cheer as they pay tribute on the second anniversary of Maradona’s death at 
a fan zone devoted to the Argentine at Doha’s international airport on Friday. Maradona died of a heart attack on 
November 25, 2020 at the age of 60, setting off a wave of deep mourning across the football world. (AFP)

 Diego is immortal, he is with us. We not only 
need to pay tribute but to celebrate also Diego. I 
would like that from now on, at every World Cup 
we would take one day to celebrate Diego 
Armando Maradona, because he made so many 
people fall in love with our sport, football.
FIFA President Gianni Infantino

FIFA President Gianni Infantino talks during a tribute ceremony to late football star Diego Maradona on the 2nd an-
niversary of his death at the Conmebol fan zone “Tree of dreams” during the FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 in Doha, 
on Friday. The ceremony was attended by fomer Argentine World Champions of the World Cup ‘78 and ‘86. (AFP)
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Tunisia now need a must-win against France
Khalid Tawalbeh

DOHA

AustrAliA scored a dif-
ficult victory against tuni-
sia in the second round of 
the group stage in the FiFA 
World Cup Qatar 2022 at the 
Education City stadium on 
saturday. 

the win for the socceroos 
was only its third victory at 
the World Cup, the first com-
ing against Japan in 2006 
World Cup and the second 
against serbia four years 
later.

tunisia did not look the 
same side which managed a 
goalless draw against Den-
mark in the first round. Con-
fusion and inability to take 
possession of the ball charac-
terised the first few minutes 
of the game with the defend-

ers committing mistakes, 
making the Australians ap-
pear a better and stronger 
set of players, especially in 
duels.

the Australians avenged 
their loss to tunisia (2-0) at 
the Confederations Cup in 
2005, taking their tally to 3 
points which has put them 
in second place Group D. 
tunisia is in third place with 
a lone point ahead of the 
France-Denmark encounter.

Mitchell Duke, the striker 
of the Australian national 
team, managed to score the 
only goal of the match in the 
23rd minute, after a brilliant 

cross from Aziz Behich.
the tunisians tried to 

equalise more than once, 
the first time by Mohamed 
Drager in the 40th minute af-
ter a pass from Essam Jebali 
which was eventually defend-
ed by their opponents. in the 
second attempt, Youssef Ma-
sakni failed to convert a cross 
from Essam Jebali. 

the third attempt was 
in the 65th minute, when 
Youssef Msakni took a pow-
erful shot from outside the 
penalty area. in the 85th 
minute, Montaser talbi 
tried again from outside the 
penalty area, only to be put 
away by goalkeeper Matthew 
ryan.

After this game, tunisia 
will need a must-win against 
France for an outside chance 
to qualify for the round of 16.

Mitchell Duke sends a 
clever feathered header 
on Craig Goodwin’s  
deflected cross....

... the ball brushes past 
the hand of Tunisia’s  
Aymen Dahmen...

... and finds the back of 
the net to plunge the 
Tunisia fans in despair

A Tunisia fan in disbelief at Al Janoub 
Stadium in Al Wakrah on Saturday. 
(AFP)

Duke special 
for australia

Heartbreak for tunisia

DPA
Al WAkrAh

Mitch Duke’s superb header 
breathed life into Australia’s World 
cup campaign and sealed a 1-0 win 
over tunisia in their second Group 
D game on Saturday.

Duke headed in a deflected cross 
with aplomb on 23 minutes, cleverly 
flicking the ball into the far corner.

“i’m going to start crying be-
cause it is such a big moment,” Duke 
said. “We try to not get caught up 
it in though because the job is not 
done. honestly it’s the best moment 
in my life, in my football career.

“We’ve made so many sacrifices 
to be here. A huge shift by the lads.

it is time to make more history 
for Australia.” Australia lost their 
opener 4-1 to holders France but 
have now given themselves a chance 
of reaching the last 16 for only the 
second time when they take on Den-
mark on Wednesday. France meet 
the Danes later Saturday.

Right back Fran Karacic started 
in place of the injured Nathaniel At-
kinson for the Socceroos while Naim 
Sliti was the only new name in the 
tunisia team from the opening 0-0 
draw with Denmark.

the North Africans got forward 
occasionally, with Mohamed Dräger 

having an effort superbly blocked by 
the relentless harry Souttar before 
being replaced at the break.

A change in formation made the 
Eagles of carthage more of a threat, 
but they now risk going out given 
their final group game is against 
France.

tunisia have never escaped the 
group stage at a World cup.

Australia midfielder Aaron 
Mooy popped up everywhere in a 
commanding performance and went 
close with rasping drive in the sec-
ond half as their opponents left gaps 
at the back.

tunisia kept pushing until the 
end but without creating a really 
good opportunity.

it was just a third World cup 
win and first since 2010 for Graham 
Arnold’s side, who would have been 
out with a defeat. Australia reached 
the last 16 only once in 2006 and 
produced just one previous World 
cup clean sheet in 1974.

“i’m just hugely proud of the 
boys. they’ve shown that great Aus-
sie fighting spirit tonight,” Arnold 
said before adding a note of caution 
with last 16 qualification still on the 
line.

“i said to the boys, yes we have 
achieved one win but it means noth-
ing.”

now focus on denmark: australia boss arnold
STaTS Perform/dPa

Al-WAkrAH

CoACh Graham Arnold wants 
his Australia players to swiftly 
forget their 1-0 World Cup win 
over tunisia and turn their at-
tention to securing qualifica-
tion for the knockout stage 
against Denmark.

Mitchell Duke scored the 
only goal, glancing home Craig 
Goodwin’s deflected cross in 
the 23rd minute, before the 
socceroos withstood some con-
certed tunisia pressure to se-
cure their first win at a World 
Cup in 12 years and first clean 
sheet since 1974.

the win moves Australia 
on to three points and with re-
newed hope of advancing out of 
Group D. Next up on Wednes-
day is a clash with the Danes 
and that has already become 
the focus of Arnold’s attention.

Asked about his approach 
to that game, he said: “We’ve 
got to see what the result is 
tonight [between France and 
Denmark] but nothing will 
change, we’ll focus on ourselves 
and getting ourselves right.

“i am very proud but we’ve 

achieved nothing. We can talk 
after about one win and that it 
hasn’t been done for 12 years 
and all that stuff.

“We are here to go as far 
as we can go. i don’t want the 
players sitting up all night look-
ing at social media, we need 
to recover well and get ready 
for Denmark.” the goal was 
a special moment for Duke 
and he celebrated by making 
a J sign with his fingers to son 
Jaxson, who was watching on 
from the stands. television im-

ages showed his son replying in 
kind.

Duke said: “i spoke to my 
son and told him i was go-
ing to score - you have to have 
that belief that you are going to 
score in every match.

i told my son that i was go-
ing to share that moment with 
him.” the 31-year-old, who 
plays in Japan with second di-
vision side Fagiano okayama, 
was reunited with Jaxson and 
daughter Chloe at the start of 
November and admitted it was 

difficult being apart from his 
family.

“Definitely, when the final 
whistle went and i was inter-
viewed by tV, i was trying to 
hold back the tears,” he added. 
“i have been on my own a lot 
over the last couple of years 
and there has been a lot of sac-
rifice. it’s the best feeling in the 
world.” tunisia must now beat 
defending champions France 
on Wednesday and hope other 
results go their way if they are 
to go through.

Coach Jalel Kadri be-
moaned his side’s lack of cut-
ting edge but insisted all was 
not lost.

he said: “During the first 
half, we did not perform the 
way we wanted to, Australia led 
us into playing a style we did 
not like.

“they dominated the game, 
created one chance and scored 
and unfortunately we could not 
equalize. We changed tactics 
two or three times in the sec-
ond half and created four or 
five chances but we were not 
clinical enough. they were very 
efficient in converting their 
chance.”

Australia’s coach Graham Arnold addresses a press conference in Doha 
on Saturday. (AFP)

Tunisia did not look the 
same side which managed 
a goalless draw against 
Denmark in the first round

australia 
record a 
crucial win 
– their first 
in the World 
Cup since 
2010 – to 
keep their  
qualification 
chances 
alive

 Group D  p  W  D   L GF  GA  GD  pts

France 2 2 0 0 6 2 4 6

Australia 2 1 1 1 2 4 -2 3

Denmark 2 0 1 1 1 2 -1 1

Tunisia 2 0 1 1 0 1 -1 1

The  
unreal 
header

AustraliaTunisia

SCorELINE

10
Mitch Duke 23’



dpa
doha

Cristiano ronaldo has been 
touted as a “total genius” for 
winning Portugal’s controver-
sial penalty in the 3-2 victory 
over Ghana in the World Cup 
by a FiFa member.

the 37-year-old tucked 
home Portugal’s opening goal 
from the spot to become the 
first player to score in five sepa-
rate World Cup tournaments, 
though the decision to award 
the penalty left Ghana furious.

However, a FiFa member 
has suggested that the award-
ing of the penalty was down to 
the play of ronaldo, who was 
deemed to have been fouled by 
Ghana’s Mohammed salisu.

in a briefing in Doha, 
FiFa technical study group 
(tsG) member sunday oliseh 
declared forwards were “get-
ting smarter” and believes it 
was ronaldo’s intelligence 
that led to the awarding of the 

spot-kick.
“Maybe the strikers are get-

ting smarter?” he said, per the 
BBC.

“the ronaldo penalty, peo-
ple can say what they want 
about him, but the smartness 
to wait for that second, to touch 
the ball, continue his leg and 
then get the contact. that is to-
tal genius.

“Let’s give strikers the com-
pliment for getting smarter. 
Var is also a major reason 
why this [more penalties being 
awarded] is happening.

referees can look at it three 
or four times.” nine penal-
ties have been awarded in the 
first 20 games of the World 
Cup, seven of which have been 
scored - the exceptions being 
Poland’s robert Lewandowski 
and Canada’s alphonso Davies.

that figure is on track to 
beat the total number of penal-
ties at the 2018 World Cup in 
russia, where 20 were awarded 
across the 64 matches.

Stalwart Busquets joins elite World Cup club

Ronaldo a ‘total 
genius’ for winning 
Portugal penalty  
against Ghana: FIFA

fifa.com

as sergio Busquets trotted on to the 
turf of Qatar’s al thumama stadium 
against Costa rica on Wednesday, he 
joined an exclusive FiFa World Cup 
club. the spain midfielder became 
just the eighth player in the history 
of this tournament to lift the trophy 
and return to play at the finals fully 
12 years later.

the 36-year-old, who continues to 
dummy and dictate at the base of La 
roja’s engine room, joins some true 
legends in achieving this distinction.

Thierry Henry (France)
Until this week, France’s joint all-

time record scorer was the most re-
cent inductee into the club. a former 
team-mate of Busquets at Barcelona, 
Henry tasted World Cup glory with 
France on home soil back in 1998 
– scoring three times as Les Bleus 
lifted the trophy.

He returned to the global stage 
in 2002 and 2006 before captaining 

raymond Domenech’s side in south 
africa 2010 as France crashed out at 
the group stage.

Cafu & Ronaldo (Brazil)
When Brazil successfully hunt-

ed down their fourth World Cup 
in 1994, the likes of romario, Be-
beto and Dunga were joined by two 
emerging stars in the shape of Cafu 
and a 17-year-old ronaldo.

the pair played supporting 
roles in the Usa but starred in 1998 
and 2002 as the south americans 
reached three consecutive finals, 
winning the showpiece match in Ja-
pan/Korea thanks to a brace from o 
Fenômeno.

they returned for a last hurrah at 
Germany 2006, with Cafu captain-
ing the side and ronaldo leading the 
line, but were edged out by France in 
the quarter-finals.

the adidas Golden Boot was first 
awarded to the top goalscorer of the 
tournament in 1982 under the name 
Golden shoe. it was renamed Golden 

Boot in 2010. runners-up are award-
ed the adidas silver Boot and adidas 
Bronze Boot awards respectively.

Franco Baresi and Dan-
iele Massaro (Italy)

italy took a stellar squad to spain 
’82, headlined by veteran goalkeeper 

Dino Zoff and master goal scorer Pao-
lo rossi. But among these established 
superstars were the fresh faces of 
Franco Baresi and Daniele Massaro.

Gli azzurri defeated Germany in 
the showpiece match and the pair 
would enjoy trophy-laden careers 
with aC Milan thereafter before 
heading to Usa ’94 as integral parts 
of another star-studded italian side. 
But their national careers wouldn’t 
end as well as they began, with the 
pair both missing penalties in the 
shootout – along with roberto Bag-
gio – on that fateful day in Pasadena.

Pele (Brazil)
at sweden 1958, the world wit-

nessed its first glimpse of the super-
natural teenager Edson arantes do 
nascimento – better known as Pele. 
the 17-year-old Brazilian scooped 
the Best Young Player award, as 
well as the Jules rimet trophy, after 
scoring a brace in the final.

Brazil repeated the feat in 1962, 

but Pele vowed never to play at the 
finals again after the seleção crashed 
out of the 1966 tournament, only to 
change his mind ahead of Mexico 
1970 and return for a final swansong. 
there, he claimed his third and final 
World Cup to become the first, and 
only, player to win the tournament 
three times - and twelve years apart.

William Martinez  
(Uruguay)

the club’s founding member was 
William Martinez, a Uruguayan de-
fender who won trophies aplenty in 
his homeland and took that golden 
touch to the national side at Brazil 
1950.

He may not have entered the 
field as La Celeste won their second 
World Cup, the first to be decided by 
a ‘round-robin’ format, but he took 
part in Chile 1962 as the wise head 
of Juan Corazzo’s squad, when the 
south americans fell at the group 
stage.

Sergio Busquets (left) 

Wales’ progress 
hangs by a thread

Khalid Tawalbeh
doha

aFtEr a listless performance 
against iran losing 0-2 to iran, 
Wales captain and the former 
real Madrid striker Gareth 
Bale said he did not want to 
dwell on the defeat much be-
cause time does not allow it. 

the Welsh take on the Eng-
lish in the Group B match on 
Wednesday with their chanc-
es of progressing to the next 
round hanging by a thread.

“We did not understand 
what happened, but in the end 
it cannot be said that we are 
satisfied with the level at which 
we played,” Bale said, adding 
his team were feeling frustrat-
ed after the loss to iran at the 
ahmed Bin ali stadium.

“We apologize to the fans 

who were present at the stadi-
um and those who were watch-
ing on the  screens in Wales 
and all over the world,” he said.

“What happened can only 
be described as very disap-
pointing. We played with a 
high spirit throughout the first 
half … i don’t know what hap-
pened in the last minutes.”

iran collected three pre-

cious points to temporarily 
occupy the second place in the 
group behind England on goal 
difference, ahead of England’s 
match against the United 
states. Wales have a lone point.

Wales goalkeeper Hennis 
Wayne received a red card in 
the 86th minute after a clash 
with iranian striker Mehdi 
taremi.

after several attempts, iran 
scored their first goal with a 
powerful shot from substitute 
defender rouzbeh Cheshmi in 
the eighth minute of extra time 
in the second half. a quick sec-
ond counter-attack ensued in 
the eleventh minute with ram-
in rezaian coming up trumps.

iran had lost their first 
match to England by six goals 
to two, its biggest loss in the 
history of the World Cup, while 

Wales tied with the Usa, both 
scoring a goal each.

iran’s starting lineup did 
not include goalkeeper alireza 
Beiranvand who suffered a 
concussion during their match 
against England. 

He was ruled out of the 
match according to FiFa pro-
tocol followed in the event of 
any player suffering a concus-
sion. Manager Carlos Queiroz 
fielded syed Hossein Hosseini 
in alireza’s place. He also made 
other changes to the squad, 
notably including Bayer Lev-
erkusen striker sardar azmoun 
at the expense of Feyenoord 
rotterdam player alireza Ja-
hanbakhsh.

rouzbeh Cheshmi said it 
was “the solidarity between the 
team members” that helped 
them win the game.

Iran’s defender Morteza Pouraliganji (left) fights for the ball with Wales’ forward Gareth Bale during the Qatar 2022 World Cup Group B football 
match at the Ahmad Bin Ali Stadium on Friday. (aFP)
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We did not understand what 
happened, but in the end it 
cannot be said that we are 
satisfied with the level at 
which we played
– Gareth Bale

Portugal’s forward Cristiano Ronaldo collides with Ghana’s goalkeeper 
Lawrence Ati Zigi during the Qatar 2022 World Cup Group H football 
match between Portugal and Ghana at Stadium 974 recently. (aFP)

doha: Netherlands World Cup captain Virgil van dijk hit back at stiff 
criticism from dutch great Marco van Basten, retorting: “I don’t think 
he’s ever positive.” a World Cup draw against Ecuador on Friday was 
not a result the Netherlands were looking for, with the 1-1 outcome 
meaning Louis van Gaal’s team missed a chance to nail down a last-
16 place with a game to spare.

Late goals earned them victory over Senegal on matchday one, 
and the dutch should have no trouble in getting a point against 
eliminated hosts Qatar next Tuesday to make sure of a spot in the 
knock-out rounds. 

But letting Cody Gakpo’s sixth-minute opener against Ecuador be 
cancelled out by Enner Valencia’s leveller early in the second half left 
former striker Van Basten unimpressed, particularly with the oranje 
skipper. (dpa)

Dutch captain Van Dijk snaps back after Van 
Basten jibe

 Quick read
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Tribune news neTwork
Tangier (Morocco)

Recommitted to the posi-
tive values of sport, two Am-
bassadors of Save the dream, 
Sheikh Fahad Al thani, and 
Nuno delgado, called on youth 
leaders from the islamic World 
to use the power of sport to 
promote peace, tolerance, and 
inter-cultural dialogue.

this took place during the 
second edition of the Leader-
ship training in Peace and 
Security (LtiPS) Programme 
organized in tangier, mo-
rocco, from 24-26 November 
by the educational, Scientific 
and cultural organization 
(iceSco), at the presence of 
over 150 youth leaders and 
peace ambassadors.

Sheikh Fahad Bin Khalid 
Al thani, the first professional 
boxer in the history of Qatar 

and President of the Qatar Box-
ing Federation, said: “Since 
childhood, muhammad Ali has 
represented a great source of 
inspiration. His example has 
provided me with a constant 
guidance to overcome obstacles 
and break down barriers.  

“it all starts by believing in 
yourself. then, sport will make 
the difference and accompany 
you across different phases of 
your life.”

A judoka who won Por-

tugal’s first medal at the at 
the 2000 Summer olympics, 
in Sydney, Australia, Nuno 
delgado, said: ”Sport has the 
unique power to break down 
barriers of all kinds – geo-
graphical, political, religious 
and cultural. 

“i believe in the capacity of 
sport to generate opportuni-
ties where there is despair and 
to foster a new generation of 
leaders inspired by its values.”

in the same hours, another 

sport legend, tegla Loroupe, 
took part on behalf of Save the 
dream in the Podcast series 
“Power of the Pitch”, as a part of 
the “Going to extremes” Podcast 
produced by the doha-based 
UNoct’s international Hub on 
Behavioural insights to counter 
terrorism (Bi Hub).

Loroupe, a former mara-
thon world record-holder, who 
led the ioc Refugee olympic 
team to the olympic Games 
Rio 2016, shared her personal 
experience as an athlete and 
peace-maker.  

“As ceo of Save the dream, 
i feel so proud to see our Am-
bassadors, such important ath-
letes and professionals, talking 
on our behalf as a movement of 
people and organizations who 
believe in the power of sport to 
build more fair and inclusive 
societies,” massimiliano mon-
tanari said.

Youth Leadership Forum: ‘Save the Dream’ ambassadors 
Sheikh Fahad, Delgado emphasize on inter-cultural dialogue

Sheikh Fahad Al 
Thani, president of Qa-
tar Boxing Federation.

Tegla Loroupe, a for-
mer marathon world 
record-holder.

Judoka Nuno Delgado, 
who won Portugal’s 1st 
medal at 2000 Olympics.

The Ibrahim Saeed Al Malki-trained Silaiyli was ridden to victory by jockey Faleh Bughanaim to claim the Al Rakayat Cup (Thoroughbred Handicap 
75-95) in the 2nd Al Uqda Meeting of the Qatar Racing & Equestrian Club (QREC) at Al Uqda Racecourse on Saturday.

AL rAKAYAt CUP For SILAIYLI  

Queiroz hails Iran players’ 
mental resilience

AFC
Doha

iRAN head coach carlos Quei-
roz praised his team’s mental 
resilience after their 2-0 win 
over Wales in Group B of the 
FiFA World cup Qatar 2022 
on Friday.

Stoppage time goals by 
Rouzbeh cheshmi and Ramin 
Rezaeian saw iran bounce back 
fabulously from their opening 
6-2 defeat to england.

the win means a draw for 
iran against the United States 
on tuesday will  seal their place 
in the knockout stage for the 
first time with the Americans 
on two points following their 
goalless stalemate with eng-
land on Friday. 

“i think it was a wonderful 
day for us - we’re back to foot-
ball and i don’t have the words 
to say thank you to our play-
ers,” said Queiroz, who is lead-
ing iran at a third straight FiFA 
World cup.

“this was an opportunity to 
rebound... to get back to cred-
ibility, to show the football we 
have inside our souls and in 
our minds.”

cheshmi, whose goal in the 
98th minute sparked scenes of 
delirium among the iran play-
ers, said the “solidarity” of the 
team enabled them to win.

Rezaeian scored three min-
utes later to make sure of the 
three points and spark celebra-
tions on and off the pitch at the 
Ahmad bin Ali Stadium.

Iran’s Portuguese coach Carlos Queiroz on Friday. (aFP)

AFC
Doha

QAtAR head coach Felix 
Sanchez described the 
FiFA World cup 2022 
as a ‘great World cup’ 
in the wake of his side’s 
3-1 loss against Sen-
egal - and subsequent 
elimination - in Group 
A at Al thumama Sta-
dium.

mohammed 
muntari scored 
Qatar’s first 
ever goal in the 
tournament, but 
it proved to be 
the only bright 

light with each of Boulaye dia, 
Famara diedhiou and Bamba 
dieng all striking as the Afri-
can champions came out with 
the win, although they had to 
withstand a barrage of Qatari 
attacks when they were 2-0 up.

Qatar’s elimination was 
confirmed later on Friday 
following a 1-1 draw be-
tween Netherlands and 
ecuador. 

“We are aware of how 
tough this competition is, we wanted to go far but we have 

some limitations in our coun-
try,” said Sanchez., who led Qa-
tar to the 2019 AFc Asian cup 
title. 

“We play in a local league, 
but we have made a great ef-

fort. expectations were to give 
good performances and or-
ganise a good World cup. We 
wanted to show what we can 
do on the pitch. most of the op-
ponents are ahead of us but the 
players performed very well. 
Some moments we managed to 
compete.”

Qatar made a nervy start to 
the tournament in an opening-
day defeat to ecuador but put 
up more of a fight against Sen-
egal.

the hosts refused to lie 
down when Senegal scored 
either side of half-time and 
pulled a goal back through sub-
stitute muntari to set up a dra-
matic finale.

Senegal nipped the come-
back in the bud with a third 
goal six minutes later, but 
Sanchez was pleased with his 
team’s fighting spirit.“We want 
this to be a great World cup at 
all levels. that’s what we are 
experiencing – a great World 
cup, full stadiums and good 
matches. We are very happy 
with the attendance. i think 
they really supported us and 
we’re very proud of our fans 
who came here to show their 
support through the game.

“it’s our first World cup 
participation. if we could take 
part in it again, great.”

With a tie pitting Qatar 
against the Netherlands com-

ing up on tuesday, a game 
which will be Qatar’s first FiFA 
World cup test against eu-
ropean opposition, Sanchez 
remained optimistic that his 
team can still deliver.

“We have a very tough game 
ahead of us,” Sanchez said. “We 
intend to be competitive. We 
cannot miss a chance like this 
to play against the Netherlands, 
so our plan, the goal is to play a 
good game. We will be facing a 
team that hopes to go far in the 
World cup. the key here is this 
country has a goal in mind. the 
World cup will finish, but foot-
ball will continue here.

“We want to keep develop-
ing talent, keep competing.” 

SAnChEz: QAtAr wILL ContInUE 
to ProGrESS dESPItE ExIt

 We wanted to show 
what we can do on the pitch. 
Most of the opponents are 
ahead of us but the players 
performed very well. Some 
moments we managed to 
compete.

Qatar coach Felix Sanchez

Qatar’s Spanish coach 
Felix Sanchez during the 
FIFA World Cup Qatar 
2022 Group A match 
against Senegal. 

Qatar’s forward Mohammed Muntari (L) celebrates 
with defender Pedro Miguel after scoring his team’s 
first goal during the FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 Group 
A match against Senegal at the Al Thumama Stadium 
in Doha on Friday. (AFP)



Qatar 2022: 
Something 
for everyone
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dpa 
London

Japan boss Hajime Mori-
yasu encouraged his players 
to quickly “forget” their open-
ing win against Germany and 
focus on Sunday’s Group E 
encounter with Costa Rica.

Wednesday’s victory was 
one of the most surprising 
results from the first round 
of group-stage games, with 
Japan upsetting the four-time 
World Cup winners 2-1.

While Moriyasu repeated 
his view that the match was 
an “historic victory” for Ja-
pan, he insisted now was not 
the time for reminiscing.

He said: “[Germany] is 
one of the best powerhouses 
in the football community, 
so I consider that this is an 
achievement of Japan and our 
players were wonderful, so 
I’m really proud of them play-
ing like that.

“However, the win doesn’t 
really promise a win for us 
tomorrow and our opponents 
are different, so of course we 
need to play differently, oth-
erwise we won’t win. 

“The past achievement 
needs to be forgotten, as 
there’s no time for compla-
cency and we will focus on to-
morrow’s match.” 

Japan are hoping to ad-
vance to the round of 16 for 
the fourth time in seven ap-
pearances in the World Cup 
finals. Their best ever finish 
was ninth, in both 2002 and 
2010.

Moriyasu revealed Japan 
“wants to build its own style 
by also learning from other 
countries”, and their most 
influential teachers may well 
be the country they beat on 
Wednesday as seven mem-
bers of the Samurai Blue play 
in the Bundesliga, while ao 
Tanaka plies his trade in the 
German second tier.

Costa Rica, meanwhile, 
are looking to regroup after 
Spain handed them a heavy 
7-0 defeat in their opener and 
face an uphill - though not 
mathematically impossible - 

battle to advance.
Former arsenal forward 

Joel Campbell said: “as long 
as we have the possibility to 
progress we will need to leave 
everything on the 
pitch.

“It won’t 
be easy of 
course, but 
we are very 
excited be-
cause we can 
still progress 
to the next 
phase and we 
need to fight 
for that. We will 
bring our a-game 
tomorrow.”

Japan are hoping to advance to the round of 16 for the fourth time in seven appearances in the World Cup finals

Moriyasu wants no complacency 
from Japan against Costa Rica

Japan’s sakai a doubt for Costa rica clash
dpa
doha 

Japan full back Hiroki Sakai is still suffering 
from a thigh problem and is a doubt for Sunday’s 
World Cup game against Costa Rica.

Japan beat Germany in their Group E opener 
and now have the chance to seal last 16 qualifi-
cation if results go their way. “I don’t feel that 
bad, but the final decision has to be made by the 
coach. I will talk to the coach, the team and the 
doctor,” Sakai said. He added that he wanted to 
play, but “an injury is an injury.” Sakai was sub-
stituted in the 75th minute against the Germans.

Group E: Japan vs Costa riCa (1pm) at ahmad Bin ali stadium 

Costa Rica’s Colombian coach Luis Fernando Suarez (left) and forward Joel Campbell attend a press confer-
ence in Doha on Saturday. (aFP)

Japan’s players take part in a training session at Al Sadd SC on Saturday. (aFP) Costa Rica’s goalkeeper Keylor Navas (right) takes part in a training session at the Al Ahli SC training camp 
on Saturday. (aFP)

The past achievement 
needs to be forgotten, 

as there’s no time 
for complacency 
and we will focus 
on tomorrow’s 
match

Hajime Moriyasu

Key stats
 Japan stunned Germany 2-1 in their opening game, regis-

tering their first win over the four-times world champions, while 
Costa Rica were hammered 7-0 by Spain
 Japan are playing in their seventh successive World Cup, 

having started that run at France in 1998
 Costa Rica are playing at a third successive World Cup 

for the first time
 Japan’s Eiji Kawashima and Yuto nagatomo are both 

appearing at their fourth World Cup. Yoshikatsu Kawaguchi and 
Seigo narazaki were the only two Japanese players who had 
previously appeared at four.

Previous meetings:
 The teams have met five times, all in international 

friendlies, with Japan winning four games and the other ending 
in a draw

 Group d  p  W  d   l GF  Ga  Gd  pts

spain 1 1 0 0 7 0 7 3

Japan 1 1 0 0 2 1 1 3

Germany 1 0 0 1 1 2 -1 0

Costa rica 1 0 0 1 0 7 -7 0

Costa Rica are looking 
to regroup after Spain 
handed them a heavy 
7-0 defeat in their 
opener and face an 
uphill - though not 
mathematically impos-
sible - battle to 
advance.

Japan’s defender Hiroki Sakai reacts in pain during 
the match against Germany.  (aFP)

dpa 
aL KhoR

KIERan Trippier understands 
why England fans jeered the 
team following their goalless 
draw with the United States but 
insists they will be ready for a 
“battle” against Wales.

Having started their World 
Cup campaign with a 6-2 
thrashing of Iran, England re-
gressed in Friday’s meeting with 

the US, who were the better side 
in a Group B meeting which 
ended in stalemate.

Gareth Southgate’s side are 
still firm favourites to advance 
into the round of 16 but a tepid 
display, with just one meaning-
ful shot on target, left support-
ers unhappy and boos were 
heard inside the al Bayt Stadi-
um at full-time.

“Of course the fans want to 
see goals and to win matches,” 

said Trippier when asked about 
the mixed reaction.

“But all I can say to that is 
that the commitment from the 
boys is there, we give 100 per-
cent in every single game.

“Of course we understand 
the frustration because we 
didn’t win the game but we gave 
everything, a point is a good re-
sult.

“The one thing about my 
team-mates and myself is we 

give everything, as soon as we 
cross that white line, we give 
everything to win.

“Unfortunately, we didn’t 
win but it’s a good point - we 
kept a clean sheet, it is a good 
point for us in the group and we 
just move on now, focus on the 
next game.” England’s third and 
final group game comes against 
neighbours Wales on Tuesday 
evening, with Rob page’s men 
all-but eliminated having lost to 

Iran and drawn with the United 
States. England top Group B 
heading into the final game and 
know progress is assured so 
long as they avoid a 4-0 loss on 
Tuesday.

But Trippier admits there is 
an extra bite to the meeting in al 
Rayyan and that England will be 
raring to go as he backed South-
gate’s young stars to shine.

“The motivation is there, 
England v Wales is a massive 

game,” added the newcastle 
full-back.

“So all we can do now is re-
cover, review the game where 
we could have done better of 
course and get ready for the 
next battle.

“Every single team in our 
group are in the top 20. So you 
can’t underestimate any team, 
you have to give respect and we 
certainly do to Iran, USa and 
Wales.

Trippier understands frustration but says US draw was ‘good point’



Khalid Tawalbeh
DOHA

Morocco continued prepar-
ing for its second match in the 
FIFA World cup Qatar 2022 
against Belgium at the Al Thu-
mama Stadium on Sunday.

The Atlas Lions went 
through closed training ses-
sions under the watchful 
eyes of Walid regragui, who 
worked with the team to fine-
tune technique and tactics.

The Moroccans, who are 
participating in the World cup 
for the sixth time, share second 
place in the group standings 
with croatia with one point. 

Belgium, who beat canada 
1-0, are looking for their third 
victory at the World cup fi-
nals, since its debut 1970 in 
Mexico.

The possibility of 
Moroccan Noussair 
Mazraoui’s partic-
ipation in Sun-
day’s match is 
remote. The 
25-year-old 
suffered a hip 
injury in the 
opening game 
against croatia.

“ M a z r a o u i 
will also miss train-
ing today. But I hope 
we will have him back tomor-
row,” regragui said on Satur-
day.

“We still have 24 hours be-
fore the match. We will decide 
that tomorrow morning and 
we will also have to weigh up 
how big a risk we will take.” 

Mazraoui, signed from Ajax 
Amsterdam in the close sea-
son, is the fifth Bayern player 
to suffer an injury before or 
during the World cup in Qatar. 

Bouna Sarr and Sadio 
Mané (both Senegal) missed 
the tournament completely.

Morocco will be hoping for 

a positive result against the 
Belgians in Sunday’s second 
match. 

The encounter will be a 
revenge match of sorts with 
the Moroccans awaiting their 
chance to make amends against 
Belgium, who won against 
them with a free goal at the 
1994 World cup in the USA.

Morocco’s first victory in 
the World cup came in 1986 in 
Mexico, when they beat Portu-
gal 3-1, before waiting 12 years 
to achieve their second victory, 
when they trounced Scotland 
3-0 in 1998 in France.

Belgium hopes for a win to 
reach the round of 16 after they 
narrowly overcame canada in 
their first match. 

Hakeem Ziyach, who plays 
in the midfield for chelsea, 
will lead the line, while Ashraf 

Hakimi is a sure starter after 
recovering from a mi-

nor muscle injury.
Belgian coach 

roberto Martinez 
admitted that 
his team did not 
play well against 
canada, but took 
comfort from the 

three points they 
notched up from 

the game. 
“Winning when you 

do not play well does not hap-
pen by chance. We should 
have shown a different side in 
our game, we defended really 
well.”

Morocco aim for their 
third victory in the premier 
football tournament. In 17 
World cup meetings so far, 
they have two wins, six draws 
and nine defeats. 

Interestingly, the two vic-
tories came at the expense of 
two European teams, Portugal 
in 1986 and Scotland 12 years 
later. 

— With DPA inPuts

Will 
Morocco  
bE thE dark 

horsE?

The 
participation of 
injured Nousair 

Mazraoui in today’s 
match seems 

unlikely

Morocco have got incredible belief, says Belgium coach

Regragui is hoping that  
his side can spring a  

surprise although they’re 
considered underdogs

agencies

BELgIUM head coach rob-
erto Martinez has said that 
Morocco have got incredible 
belief ahead of their group F 
encounter in the 2022 FIFA 
World cup.

Speaking ahead of their 
match, Martinez showered 
praise on Morocco, saying 
their team has got incred-
ible belief and play eye to eye 
against any opponent.

“Emotionally, this team 
plays eye to eye against any-
one. It’s got an incredible be-
lief. I think the coach Walid 
(Walid regragui) is trans-
mitting that to the players. I 
think Morocco will bring that 
sort of game, eye to eye, they 
believe in their strengths, we 
believe in our strengths. It’s 
two teams who build on their 
attacking qualities,” said Mar-
tinez.

The former Everton man-

ager shed light on star striker 
romelu Lukaku’s injury, say-
ing he is training well but 
doesn’t expect him to feature 
against Morocco.

“He’s ahead of what he 

should be. He’s trained twice 
now with the group and the 
signs are very good. We need 
to see how he reacts today and 
then he’s going to have an-
other training session. I don’t 

expect him to be involved 
tomorrow unless something 
goes extremely well today and 
it could be a little bit of an ad-
aptation to be with the group, 
100 per cent not to start,” 
Martinez added.

He spoke about Belgium’s 
close 1-0 win against canada, 
insisting their performance 
wasn’t up to the mark.

“I think against canada, 
in the first half we were very, 
very below par. In the second 
half there was an improve-
ment and it’s important that 
we use our players to help 
the team, depending how the 
game goes (against Morocco). 
If you ask me the game tomor-
row is all about controlling 
the game and being ourselves 
from the first second until the 
90th minute,” said Martinez.

Belgium have been drawn 
alongside Morocco, canada 
and croatia in the group-stage 
of the FIFA World cup in  
Qatar.

Belgium’s Spanish coach Roberto Martinez addresses a press  
conference in Doha on Saturday. (AFP)

Regragui sees nothing wrong with African team displays
agencies

Morocco coach Walid re-
gragui has defended African 
teams following criticism over 
their defensive display at the 
World cup. 

He said the African teams 
have learnt their lessons after 
playing expansively in previ-
ous World cup tournaments 
and all that matters now is 
qualifying from the group.

“As staff, we want to 
change African mentalities a 
bit,” regragui said in his pre-
match conference ahead of 
Morocco’s match with Bel-
gium on Sunday.

“Before, as Africans, we 
played spectacular matches in 

the World cup, but we were 
eliminated in the first round. 
Today, I think that Tunisia 
[who lost 1-0 on Saturday], us 
and even Senegal yesterday 
[Friday] proved that you can 
lose the first match but stay in 
the race.”

“The goal is to go to the 
second round. I know some 
people will be mad at me be-
cause they want a show. But it 
is Saudi Arabia who have three 
points and not Argentina. We 
want to qualify, no matter 
how.”

“The most important thing 
is to make our country proud. 
Already, we have done better 
than in 2018 by snatching a 
point. We will try to take as 

many points as possible to 
qualify.”

“Tomorrow [Sunday], we 
will be solid, we will try to 
pose problems and make Af-
rica proud, since we represent 
it. The most important thing 
today is that Africa passes the 
group. We have to prove that 
we are capable of passing. It 
requires a European state of 
mind. If we pass the group, I 

think we will be very danger-
ous.”

African teams have scored 
five goals in Qatar so far, 
following ghana’s 3-2 loss to 
Portugal in their group opener 
and Senegal’s 3-1 win against 
Qatar on matchday two. 

Morocco have an oppor-
tunity to change that when 
they take on 2018 semi-final-
ists Belgium on Sunday, hav-
ing held croatia to a goalless 
draw in their opening  
match.

The Atlas Lions are chas-
ing only their third World 
cup win in what is their sixth 
appearance at the tournament, 
having won in the 1986 and 
1998 editions. 
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Key Stats

Group F: Belgium vs Morocco (4 pm) at Al Thumama Stadium

Morocco’s 
coach Walid 
Regragui

Belgium striker Romelu Lukaku will to start on Sunday’s World Cup game 
with Morocco but is making good progress after a thigh injury. (AFP)

The Atlas Lions are chasing 
only their third World Cup 
win in what is their sixth 
appearance at the tourna-
ment having won in the 
1986 and 1998 editions

Between them, the two countries have managed just a sin-

gle goal at the World Cup so far after Michy Batshuayi finished off 

a long punt upfield to hand Belgium an unconvincing 1-0 win over 

Canada on Wednesday after Morocco had played out a 0-0 draw 

with Croatia earlier in the day.

Belgium took over at the top of the FIFA rankings in Septem-

ber 2018, not long after finishing third at the World Cup in Rus-

sia, and stayed top for over three years until March, when Brazil 

replaced them at the summit.

Axel Witsel made his debut and Jan Vertonghen was win-

ning only his seventh cap when Morocco upset Belgium 4-1 in 

a friendly in Brussels in March 2008. Both have now won more 

than 100 caps each and should feature on Sunday.

Morocco have four Belgian-born players in their squad, with 

Bilal El Khannouss and Anass Zaroury both playing for Belgium at 

youth level before switching allegiance. Selim Amallah and Ilias 

Chair are the other two. 

Previous meetings:  

Belgium and Morocco first met at the 1994 World Cup in Orlando 

with the Belgians emerging 1-0 winners in a group game, then 

played a friendly in Liege five years later, which Belgium won 4-0. 

In 2008, Morocco won 4-1 in another friendly in Brussels.
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Canada’s head coach John 
Herdman said that his team 
will need to perform in the 
must-win encounter against 
2018 World Cup finalist Croa-
tia for a realistic chance of 
qualifying for the knockout 
stage of the World Cup 22 at 
the Khalifa International sta-
dium on saturday.

In Group F, Croatia and 
Morocco are tied for first place, 
with Belgium leading the way 
with three points and Canada 
trailing with none. all four 
teams are still in contention to 
advance to the knockout stage.

Herdman said at a press 
conference at the QnCC on 
saturday, “Our team is ready 
to go, and it will be one of the 
defining moments for Canada 
in this world cup. It’s one of 
those games where we have to 
perform well to stay in the tour-
nament, and I’m really looking 
forward to it.” 

“We’ve been waiting 36 
years to get here. There is no 
need for inspiration. We’re 
playing Croatia in the World 
Cup, against players like Luka 
Modric. What a moment.”

“We are in a really clear 
bright place, and anyone who 
knows how I operate knows I 
am on mission, next task, train-
ing sessions, meetings, and I 
am loving the experience.”

In response to his remarks, 
a Croatian tabloid ran a full-
page photo of a naked Herd-
man with maple leaves cov-
ering his mouth and private 
parts. 

Herdman, who had previ-
ously admitted that his fervent 
remarks had not been par-
ticularly respectful of Croatia, 
laughed off the Croatian tab-
loid story on sunday. “My wife 
is coming after you. she wishes 
she had that guy,” he grinned. 
“I’ve got a little more of a stom-
ach than that.”

at the press conference 
with Hederman, Canadian 
midfielder stephen Eustaquio 
said about the match, “It will 
be a very hard game, but it is 
the kind of game we want to 
play, we have been waiting for 
this moment in our lives, we 
are ready.”

Canada, who impressed 
against FIFa’s second-ranked 
side Belgium, is confident of 
matching the Modricc-Kovacic 
and Brozovic connection and 
presenting a new challenge.

“It was exciting at times to 
play Bermuda, and now we’re 
here.”

“I think we were underdogs 
in this group before the tourna-
ment, but we outplayed Bel-
gium, so anything can happen 
in this group,” Eustaquio said.

Provoked Croatian coach 
dalic described the Canadians 
as a “serious team” in their first 
World Cup appearance in 36 
years.

“They covered a lot of dis-
tance (against Belgium) and 
showed great effort and ener-
gy...we have to be cautious.

“If you look at the tour-
nament, many of the teams 
that were underdogs are now 
great...you cannot enjoy the 
glory of the past, we have to be 
at our best.”

Croatian winger Ivan Peri-
sic said Canada’s performance 
against Belgium was sur-
prising and urged his team 
to be more aggressive.

 “We have to be very 
fast and adopt an aggres-
sive attitude, be energetic 
and if we play our game we 
will have a positive perfor-
mance and outcome,” the 
Tottenham Hotspur player 
said.

Canada, competing in 
their second World Cup, hope 
to score their first goal in the 
tournament’s history. They 
qualified for the tournament in 
1986, but were eliminated 
in the group stage with 
no wins and no 
goals.

Croatia’s midfielder Luka Modric (L) takes part in a training session at Al Erssal in Doha on Saturday, on the eve of their FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 match against Canada. (AFP)

It’S do-or-dIE for CAnAdA 
AGAInSt CroAtIA In GrouP CrOaTIa were dealt a scare 

when attacker nikola Vlasic 
had to leave the draw with 
Morocco at halftime due to 
discomfort, but the West Ham 
United man has not suffered a 
serious injury and has been put 
through his paces in training.

Whether Vlasic is ready to 
start again is another question, 
so Mario Pasalic or Mislav Or-
sic could force their way into 
the attack here, with andrej 
Kramaric expected to hold his 
spot despite pressure from 
Marko Livaja.

dalic has no other injury 
concerns to deal with ahead 
of sunday’s game, in which 
rennes midfielder Lovro Majer 
will most likely be called upon 
from the bench, with Luka 
Modric, Marcelo Brozovic, and 
Mateo Kovacic seemingly set to 
start again.

Meanwhile, Canada’s star 
man davies recovered from 
a hamstring injury to start in 
their opening loss to Belgium, 
where Milan Borjan and ste-
phen Eustaquio were also giv-
en the go-ahead to play despite 
previous concerns about their 
fitness.

Herdman have no new con-
cerns to report from match-
day one and should keep any 
changes to a minimum given 
the manner of his side’s perfor-
mance, but Cyle Larin should 
feel in with a strong chance of 
replacing Junior Hoilett in the 
attack.

atiba Hutchinson is set to 
win his 100th cap for Canada 
this weekend, making him the 
first player from his country 
to do so, but if his 39-year-old 
legs need a rest, Ismael Kone 
and Jonathan Osorio are ready 
to step in.

Croatia possible starting 
lineup:
Livakovic; Juranovic, Lovren, 
Gvardiol, sosa; Modric, Brozo-
vic, Kovacic; Pasalic, Kramaric, 
Perisic

Canada possible starting 
lineup: 
Borjan; Laryea, Johnston, Vito-
ria, Miller, davies; Buchanan, 
Hutchinson, Eustaquio, Larin; 
david

Croatia, 
Canada 

team 
updates

Croatia’s midfielder Nikola Vlasic (left) shoots but fails to score as Mo-
rocco’s defender Nayef Aguerd defends during the FIFA World Cup Qatar 
2022 Group F match at the Al-Bayt Stadium in Al Khor recently. (AFP)

Canada’s forward Alphonso Davies runs with the ball as Belgium’s 
midfielder Youri Tielemans falls during the FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 
Group F match at the Ahmad Bin Ali Stadium, recently. (AFP)

Canada’s English coach John Herdman 
at a press conference at the QNCC in 
Doha on Saturday. (AFP)

Canada’s midfielder Ismael Kone takes part in a training session at the Umm Salal SC in Doha on Saturday. (AFP)

Croatia’s coach Zlatko Dalic at-
tends a press conference at the 
Qatar National Convention Center. 

Croatia’s players take part in a training session at Al Erssal in Doha on 
Saturday. (AFP)

Group F: Croatia vs 
Canada (7pm) at 

Khalifa International 
Stadium

We have to be 
very fast and 

adopt an 
aggressive 

attitude: Croatia’s 
Perisic

GrouP f

We’ve been waiting 36 years 
to get here. There is no need 
for inspiration. We’re playing 
Croatia in the World Cup, 
against players like Luka 
Modric. What a moment.
Canada coach John Herdman 

Key Stats
 Croatia reached the semi-
finals in their debut at the 
World Cup finals in 1998. 
They featured in the final at 
the last edition of the tour-
nament in 2018 but fell to 
France 4-2. 
 Canada have never scored 
at a men’s World Cup. In their 
first appearance at the finals 
in 1986, they crashed out at 
the group stage both goal-

less and scoreless. 
 To reach the 2018 final, 
Croatia were the first team 
at a World Cup to come from 
behind in three successive 
knockout round matches. 
 Canada topped the 
CONCACAF qualifying table, 
scoring more and conceding 
fewer goals than any other 
team. 
Previous meetings:
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G
ermany’s players 
are ready to deliver 
against spain on 
sunday in a crunch 
game for World 

Cup survival, coach Hansi Flick 
has vowed.

The four-time world cham-
pions crashed to a 2-1 opening 
defeat against Japan and will 
be out in the group stage for the 
second straight time if they lose 
against spain and Japan don’t 
against Costa rica a few hours 
earlier.

“Tomorrow we will see a 
team that knows what is at stake and that will give 
its all so that we have the door open to the last 16 
on the final matchday,” Flick told a news confer-
ence saturday. “We need conviction, especially 
against spain.

“I am convinced of what we are doing and the 
way we play football. We are convinced that the 
team has the quality to put that into practice.” 
Germany have not beaten the 2010 World Cup 
winners spain at a major tournament since 1988, 
and lost their last game against them 6-0 in the 
2020 nations League.

a loss to the spaniards would see Germany 
eliminated if Japan avoid defeat against Costa 
rica in sunday’s other Group e game.

Flick however is confident that Germany have 

the talent to reignite their 
World Cup campaign against 

a spanish side that destroyed 
Costa rica 7-0 in their first game.

“We have a team that has 
quality, that can implement the 
things (we are working on), and 
we are very positive about it,” 
Flick said.

“We need to arrive with cour-
age and with faith in our quality 
for this game against spain.”

spain started the Qatar tour-
nament with a 7-0 rout of Costa 
rica and Flick acknowledged 
that Luis enrique’s team has 
“fantastic quality.” Germany 
were wasteful up front against 
Japan and also sloppy in defence 

which allowed Japan to turn the match around in 
the later stages.

There was some finger-pointing after the 
game, followed by a clear-the-air meeting with 
all 26 players and Flick.

“We addressed things clearly,” Flick said. 
“It’s important that we know what we did badly, 
that’s what everyone took away. at the end of the 
day it’s about getting the team ready for a tough 
game.” 

Flick is expected to reshuffle his team and 
will hope to have winger Leroy sane available. 
The Bayern player missed the game against Ja-
pan due to a knee injury, but completed the final 
training session on saturday evening with the 
other 25 players.

Key Stats
Spain were World Cup winners in 2010 - their one success to date - while Germany have won the trophy four 

times, most recently in 2014 in Brazil.
Spain thrashed Germany 6-0 in their last meeting in November 2020 in the UEFa Nations League.
Spain will qualify for the knockout stage with a win. Defeat for Germany would mean elimination if Japan take 

at least a point from their match against Costa Rica.
Germany failed to clear the group stage at the last World Cup in Russia in 2018 when they lost matches to 

Mexico and South Korea. It was their earliest exit in the competition in decades. 
Previous meetings: 
The two sides have met 25 times previously, with Germany winning on nine occasions, Spain on eight and 

eight draws.

Of course [Germany] are under pressure because they need to 
win after the loss against Japan, but we know Germany is one of 
the best national teams in the world and you cannot put them 
down after one game. It will be a final for them. They need to 
win to have a possibility to be in the next round, but if we win 
we will be through also, so we will go for the win.

— Spain’s striker Dani Olmo

German coach attends pre-match presser alone, risks fine
ikoli Victor

Doha

rIskInG a fine, German 
coach Hansi Flick attended the 
pre-match press conference 
between Germany and spain 
alone, without a team player, 
at the main media Centre of 
the FIFa World Cup Qatar 
2022 at QnCC on saturday

Teams are required to at-
tend pre-match events with at 

least one player and their head 
coach, and failure to do so can 
result in a fine.

Germany is based at the 
Zulal Wellnes resort in Qa-
tar’s northwestern region 
near al ruwais, a distance of 
more than three hours for a 
combined trip, which means 
that any player attending a 
press conference will be away 
from training for about three 
hours.

Due to the importance 
of sunday’s game, Flick was 
understandably reluctant to 
jeopardise the team’s prepa-
rations by allowing a player to 
attend, even if it meant a fine 
for the German Football as-
sociation (DFB).

“I came by myself to the 
press conference because 
we didn’t want any player 
to spend almost three hours 
driving. We don’t expect any 

player to drive for so long. It’s 
a long drive,” he said.

“It’s a very important 
match, so everyone, all 26 
players are important [for 
training], that’s why we didn’t 
want to take a player with us. 
They should now prepare for 
the training.

“I think we could have 
done [the press conference] 
in our media centre as well, 
that is really good, it would 

have been better. But we have 
to accept this.”

meanwhile, the German 
tactician dismissed the no-
tion that the team’s defeat to 
the Blue samurai was caused 
by their moral stance on One 
Love campaign.

When asked if this was the 
case ahead of sunday’s crucial 
match against spain, Flick 
was blunt. “no,” he said after 
a long pause. “Certainly not.”

I came by myself to the 
press conference because 
we didn’t want any player to 
spend almost three hours 
driving.

— German coach Hansi  
Flick

ikoli Victor
Doha

A
s both european heavyweights clash 
in a crucial match at the al Thuma-
ma stadium on sunday, spain coach 
Luis enrique has warned that four-
time World Cup winners Germany 

are capable of battling their way back from ad-
versity.

Germany suffered a shock 1-2 defeat against 
Japan and are fighting for life in the tourna-
ment, whereas spain decimated Costa rica 7-0 
in a victory that seemed to declare their bid for 
a second World Cup title. If Japan draw or beat 
Costa rica earlier on sunday, Germany could 
be eliminated from the World Cup at the group 
stage for the second time in a row, following 
their humiliating exit in russia in 2018.

“you look at Germany’s shirt and you see 
four stars,” the former Barcelona manager said 
at a press conference on saturday at the main 
media Centre. “I played against them in the 
World Cup in 1994, and their physical strength 
was unrivalled. at the time, there was a signifi-
cant difference. In football terms, spain is now 
on a par with any other team. In fact, I believe 
we are ahead of them in the FIFa rankings.”

“They are a team that always attacks, they 
want to be in the opposition’s half, they’re the 
national team that’s most like spain. If anyone 
knows how to compete it is Germany. If anyone 
can turn it around, it’s them. They have lots 
of players who are world class, their history 
is there. They will want to control, dominate, 

have the ball, and that’s a lovely challenge for 
us because we have the same aims. But we have 
the conviction that we can beat them.”

enrique drew parallels between the Ger-
mans and his spanish team, saying: “Without 
a doubt, they are the most similar to spain in 
terms of dominating and controlling the game. 
That is an excellent challenge for us. I believe it 
will be a free game.”

“a big win like that creates confidence, but 
we can’t go into the game overconfident,” en-
rique said of spain’s attacking abilities and free 
goal scoring abilities.

There’s no doubt that the Germans will be 
more daring in their attempt to breach spain’s 
defence, but they must also be cautious not to 
expose their own defence.

“Will Germany be more dangerous because 
they require a win more urgently? In football, 
you never know,” he said

at the same press conference, striker Dani 
Olmo said that spain would not be distracted 
by their opponents’ high stakes and would go 
for the win that would qualify them for the 
knockout phase with a game to spare.

“Of course they are under pressure because 
they need to win after the loss against Japan, 
but we know Germany is one of the best na-
tional teams in the world and you cannot put 
them down after one game,” Olmo, who plays 
his club football in Germany for Leipzig, said.

“It will be a final for them. They need to win 
to have a possibility to be in the next round, but 
if we win we will be through also, so we will go 
for the win.”

‘An excellent 

chAllenge  
for us’

‘Knows whAt   
is At  

stAKe’

Group E: Spain vs Germany (10 pm) at Al Bayt Stadium

Spain coach 
Luis enrique has 
warned that  
four-time World 
Cup winners  
Germany are  
capable of  
fighting back

German coach 
Hansi Flick is 
confident his 
side have the 

talent to reignite 
their World Cup 

campaign




