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Qatar has announced  $20 mil-
lion contributions in support of a 
humanitarian programme “Grain 
from Ukraine”, which aims at help-
ing african countries to get Ukrain-
ian grain exports.

this came in a speech de-
livered via video conference by 
Deputy Prime Minister and Min-
ister of Foreign affairs HE Sheikh 
Mohammed bin abdulrahman al 
thani before a ceremony to launch 
the programme in Ukrainian capi-
tal city of Kiev.

at the beginning of the speech, 
the FM conveyed the greetings of 
His Highness the amir of State of 
Qatar Sheikh tamim bin Hamad al 
thani, coupled with his best wishes 
that the ceremony and the pro-

gramme would be a success. the 
FM expressed his sincere thanks 
and appreciation to President of 
Ukraine Volodymyr Zelensky for 

the kind invitation.
the FM said Qatar welcomed 

programmes and projects that will 
enhance and improve food security 

and  develop sustainable solutions 
to enhance countries’ resilience. 

He welcomed in this regard 
Ukraine’s initiative to launch the 
humanitarian program “Grain 
from Ukraine”  to help african 
countries obtain Ukrainian grain 
exports.

Sheikh Mohammed affirmed 
Qatar’s commitment as a reliable 
international partner to support 
collective initiatives and multilat-
eral international action, in order 
to ensure an effective Qatari con-
tribution alongside international 
partners in addressing challenges 
that represent a collective threat 
to humanity, and is a test for all 
in achieving the aspirations of the 
peoples.

the FM noted that the current 
challenges in the world under-
score the urgent need to enhance 
interdependence and integration 
between countries, pointing out 
that those who are marginalised 
and the most vulnerable groups 
in various societies bear the most 
severe consequences of these chal-
lenges.

Qatar pledges $20 mn for humanitarian 
programme to help African countries

What the world is facing 
today demands urgent 
need for continued 
support for food-insecure 
people, says FM

KarWa, Qatar’s official transport service 
provider, has recorded a significant growth in 
its operations during the first six days of the 
FiFa World Cup Qatar 2022. With an increase 
in the number of users of its multiple sized 
buses, Karwa transported approximately 
940,513 passengers, during the period 
November 20 to 25. The increase reflects the 
success of the company’s operational plans 
and its advanced preparations for the World 
Cup, as well as its ability to ensure smooth 
and easy mobility of the international football 
fans, citizens, residents and others between 
various destinations throughout nationwide 
stations network. pAge 3

Karwa buses ferry 
more than 940,000  
people in six days

French duo cycle 7,000km for World Cup
TribuNe News NeTwork

DOHa

FrEncHMEn Gabriel Martin and Mehdi Bala-
missa arrived in Qatar for the FIFa World cup 
after a ‘life-changing’ 7,000km cycle ride from 
Paris to Doha.

It took the duo three months to ride from 
the Stade de France to Lusail Stadium – where 
they hope France will retain the World cup on 
December 18.

Speaking on their arrival in Lusail just 
days before the tournament began, Martin 
said, “It’s amazing to be here outside Lusail 
Stadium, where we hope France will win the 
World cup for the third time – after claiming 
their first title at the Stade de France in 1998. 
It’s been a life-changing journey that took us 
to some amazing places like Istanbul, Petra 
and Jerusalem.”

Martin, a content producer, said: “It was not 
an easy journey. We faced many mechanical is-

sues with our bicycles and had to battle injury 
and fatigue – but those hardships made com-
pleting the journey even more special.”

the pair came up with the idea to ride to 
Doha after travelling from France to Italy for 
a UEFa nations League match last year. En-
couraged by their experience, the duo decided 
to ride all the way to Qatar for the first FIFa 
World cup in the Middle East and arab world.

Documentary filmmaker Balamissa said, 
“We love football – and we also love riding 
our bicycles. We know they offer a great way 
to travel because you can cover great distances 
and take your time to enjoy your surroundings. 
It was a long trip – but thanks to the strength 
of our legs, we created memories that will last 
a lifetime.”

riding over mountains in turkey and across 
the arabian desert were particularly memora-
ble, said Balamissa.

We welcome Ukraine's initiative to launch the 'Grain 
from Ukraine' humanitarian programme as an initiative 
to help African countries obtain Ukrainian food 

exports. We are pleased to announce Qatar's contribution to the 
programme with an amount of $20 million.”
— He Sheikh Mohammed bin Abdulrahman Al Thani

Continued on page 7 

Continued on page 3 

a Lionel Messi-inspired argentina kept them-
selves alive in FiFa World Cup Qatar 2022 with 
a resounding 2-0 win over Mexico at the Lusail 
Stadium on Saturday night. after a shock 2-1 
loss to Saudi arabia in their opening match, 
a defeat would have meant argentina saying 
goodbye to the competition before the knock-
out stages. But, in a game in which both sides 
lacked goal chances, top star Messi came up 
with a spark of brilliance. The seven-time Bal-
lon d’Or winner broke the deadlock in the 64th 
minute after receiving the ball from angel Di 
Maria outside the box and unleashing a power-
ful strike. sporTs pAge 2

Messi magic inspires 
Argentina to 2-0  
win over Mexico

FreNCH President emmanuel 
Macron has praised the ef-
forts made by Qatar to make 
the FiFa World Cup a success. 
in a tweet, Macron said, “The 
football World Cup is being 
held for the first time in the 
arab region, and witnessed 
tangible changes. The State of 
Qatar has made distinguished 
efforts to make the event a 
success, and continues to do 
so, and it can count on our 
support.” “in a world facing 
a series of crises, it is our 
duty to preserve the spirit 
of sports, as it is a space 
for people to converge on 
universal values,” the French 
president added. (QNA)

macron praises 
Qatar’s efforts  
to make world 
Cup a success
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mbAppe brAce fires 
frAnce into lAst 16

KyLiaN Mbappe scored twice to send champions France into the last 16 
of the World Cup as they beat Denmark 2-1 in their group D clash at the 
974 Stadium on Saturday, making them first side to qualify for the knockout 
stage. France top the group on six points, three ahead of australia, who beat 
Tunisia 1-0 earlier in the day, with the Danes and the Tunisians on one point 
each. France take on Tunisia and Denmark meet Socceroos in the final round 
on Wednesday. a tight, tense first half saw France enjoy the better chances 
as adrien rabiot went close with a header and the Danes were forced into 
a number of last-ditch blocks to keep their clean sheet intact. it was not to 
last and Mbappe put the French ahead in the 61st minute, crowning a superb 
high-speed French counter with a bouncing first-time finish from Theo Hernan-
dez’s clever pull-back. always a danger from set pieces, andreas Christensen 
put the Danes level seven minutes later, stealing in behind the defence and 
stooping to head home. The game looked set to end in a stalemate until 
Mbappe popped up in the 86th minute at the far post to cushion home an 
antoine griezmann cross from close range to restore the lead to send the 
travelling French fans into raptures. sporTs pAge 1



Love of the game brings world to Qatar
MERIAM JELLITI 

DOHA 

TO find Palestinian flags 
raised in some of the stadiums 
during a match of the ongo-
ing World Cup, in an effort 
to highlight the issue by tak-
ing advantage of the biggest 
sporting tournament in histo-
ry, was expected. That was so 
in many other sporting events 
here too, including the Arab 
Cup last year.

The strong presence of 
Palestinians was reflected in 
the number of their flags and 
keffiyeh seen among crowds 
not only inside the stadiums 
where the matches are being 
played, but also at other events 
being held all over Qatar.

The Palestinian flag and 
keffiyeh have been seen not 
only among Arab fans and 
supporters, but also among 
many non-Arab sections of 
the crowds. Guests of other 
nationalities were seen rais-
ing the Palestinian flag, wear-
ing the keffiyeh and singing 
Palestinian songs. Some Eu-
ropean fans insisted on rais-
ing the Palestinian flag prov-
ing that Palestine remains in 
the heart of this global event.

Like many of his com-

patriots to be found all over 
Qatar, Palestinian Fouad Sle-
man, a resident of Riyadh, 
was spotted exploring Souq 
Waqif, holding the Palestin-
ian flag in his hand. “In the 
Middle East, we always watch 
football. Football is life for 
us. I am here because this is a 
good opportunity to be part of 
the event which is very close 
to our hearts”, he said.

“I think everyone in the 
entire region is happy for Qa-
tar to be hosting the World 
Cup. All previous editions of 
the tournament were hosted 
in far off countries and it 
wasn’t always easy for people 
of the region to go and enjoy 
the event. We feel this time 
the World Cup has come to 
our home”, stressed Fouad.

The 28 year-old Palestin-
ian proudly wore the Brazil-

ian national team’s jersey 
while holding the Palestinian 
flag. He was accompanied by 
a group of friends who shared 
his sentiments and wore simi-
lar attire.

Whatever Fouad and his 
friends might say, the col-
ours most popular in Doha 
this week seem to be blue and 
white, the colours of the Ar-
gentinian team’s jersey. And 
almost all fans donning the 
blue-and-white jersey have 
Messi’s name printed on the 
back. Not only does this show 
the star player’s popularity, 
but also the diversity of fans 
and supporters gathered in on 
place to enjoy their favourite 
game and support their most 
liked teams and players.

“We are from Kerala of 
southern India,” one of a 
group of Argentina fans told 

us. “India is not in the tour-
nament, but we have always 
loved Argentina. We enjoy 
watching Messi. We are here 
to enjoy the game and support 
Argentina in the World Cup.”

A short distance away, was 
Ahmed, another fan of the 
game. But unlike the group 
supporting the South Ameri-
can team, he roots for the 
four Arab teams participating 
in the tournament. “Proud to 
witness the spectacular per-
formance of the Arabs during 
this World Cup, I wish Egypt 
was also present but since that 
did not happen I will be cheer-
ing for the Arabs”, he said.

Unlike these committed 
fans, there are thousands of 
other football lovers who are 
just enjoying themselves. 
Their presence proves that 
one doesn’t need to be pas-
sionate about a team to enjoy 
the World Cup. Being in Qa-
tar and soaking in the once-
in-a-lifetime experience is 
their good enough for them. 
So, amidst all the criticism of 
the Qatar 2022 World Cup, 
the tournament has without 
doubt proved to be an oppor-
tunity for all to enjoy one of 
the biggest sporting events in 
the world for the first time.

WHALE WATCHING HAS A 
NEW ADDRESS!

Lusail Boulevard is home to the 30-metre Al Nehem art installa-
tion, designed by the one and only Marco Balich. The art installation 
pays homage to and raises awareness about one of the largest 
endangered animals in the world - the Whale Shark.

QNA
DOHA

THE CEO of FIFA World Cup 
Qatar 2022, Nasser Al Khater, 
has praised the festive atmos-
phere that Qatar is experiencing 
during its hosting of the World 
Cup.

In his exclusive remarks to 
QNA, Al Khater said that during 
the first week of the tournament 
they sensed the extent of satis-
faction and positive interaction 
from match-attending fans, 
whether citizens, residents, or 
foreigners. 

He indicated that the large 
fans’ attendance at the stadiums 
during the matches held so far 
affirms the huge success of the 
tournament, In addition to the 
ease of mobility, which is seen as 
a positive indicator during this 
World Cup edition, as there are 
no traffic congestions, as well as 
the smooth stadiums’ entering, 
which show positive indicators 
from an organisational point 
of view. He said that across the 
country, especially in tourist at-
traction areas like Souq Waqif, 
Msheireb, Corniche, Katara, 
and Lusail, everyone is living an 
enjoyable experience, describ-
ing the World Cup atmosphere 
as a vibrant festive football at-
mosphere.

The CEO of FIFA World Cup 
Qatar 2022 pointed out that the 
first round matches witnessed 
some surprises, such as Saudi 
Arabia’s victory over Argentina 
and Japan’s over Germany. 

In this regard, he said, “We 
are watching a high level of foot-
ball, and we hope for the conti-
nuity of this success and that the 

tournament will be exceptional 
as promised.”

Al Khater added that they 
have always said that their re-
sponse to the skeptics of Qatar’s 
hosting of the World Cup will be 
on the ground, and indeed the 
response came through the ex-
ceptional hosting, which was ac-
claimed by everyone and forced 
the negative tone of western me-
dias towards Qatar to change, 
through the presence of various 
media and reports in Doha and 
their positive response regard-
ing Qatar and the level of or-
ganization.

He pointed out that Brazil-

Serbia match witnessed the 
largest fan attendance in the 
FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 
so far, noting that there were a 
large number of other World 
Cup records, which is another 
indicator of success.

The CEO of FIFA World 
Cup Qatar 2022 explained that 
the announced World Cup sta-
diums’ capacity is in line with 
FIFA requirements, as the ac-
tual capacity of the stadiums ex-
ceed those numbers. 

He gave an example with 
Lusail Stadium’s capacity, say-

ing it is 94,000 seats, but since 
some seats block the cameras’ 
vision, the capacity was reduced. 
He added that there are other 
stadiums with an announced ca-
pacity of 40,000 spectators, but 
their actual capacity can reach 
47,000. He also said that at-
tendance varies from one match 
to the other and reaches a larger 
number of those announced be-
fore.

Al Khater said they hope to 
meet fans’ expectations and that 
is their ultimate goal during this 
World Cup.

Country experiencing a 
vibrant, festive football 
atmosphere: Al Khater
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Qatar’s fans cheer during the Qatar 2022 World Cup Group A football match between Qatar and Ecuador at 
the Al-Bayt Stadium in Al Khor, north of Doha on Sunday last. (AFP)

CEO of FIFA World Cup Qatar 
2022, Nasser Al Khater A Mexico supporter gives a thumbs-up ahead of the Qatar 2022 World 

Cup Group C football match between Mexico and Poland at Stadium 
974 in Doha on Tuesday.  (AFP)

The large attendance 
of fans at the stadiums 
during the matches 
held so far affirms the 
huge success of the 
tournament

QNA
DOHA

THE FIFA World Cup Qatar 
2022 has become the desti-
nation of world leaders since 
its opening, which indicates 
that this edition of the World 
Cup will be the first in the his-
tory to see such influx of world 
leaders.

The opening day saw the 
presence of HM King Abdul-
lah II of Jordan, HE President 
of the People’s Democratic 
Republic of Algeria Abdelm-
adjid Tebboune, HE President 
of the Arab Republic of Egypt 
Abdel Fattah El-Sisi, HE Presi-
dent of the State of Palestine 
Mahmoud Abbas and HE Pres-
ident of the Republic of Turkey 
Recep Tayyip Erdogan.

The opening ceremony also 
witnessed the participation of 
HRH Prince Mohammed bin 
Salman bin Abdulaziz Al Saud, 
Crown Prince and Prime Min-
ister of the Kingdom of Saudi 
Arabia; HH Sheikh Mishaal 
Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, 
representative of HH the Emir 
of the State of Kuwait, Crown 
Prince of the State of Kuwait; 
and HRH Prince Al-Hussein bin 
Abdullah II, Crown Prince of the 
Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan; 
HH Sheikh Mohammed bin 
Rashid Al Maktoum, Vice Presi-
dent and Prime Minister of the 
United Arab Emirates and Ruler 
of Dubai; HH Sheikh Hamdan 
bin Mohammed Al Maktoum, 
Crown Prince of Dubai; and HH 
Sayyid Theyazin bin Haitham Al 
Said, Minister of Culture, Sports 
and Youth representing His 
Majesty the Sultan of Oman; 
and HE Head of the Caretaker 
Government of the Lebanese 
Republic Najib Mikati.

HE President of the Re-
public of Senegal Macky Sall, 
HE President of the Republic 
of Rwanda Paul Kagame, HE 
President of the Republic of 
Liberia George Weah, HE, Vice 
President of the Republic of 
Ecuador Alfredo Borreiro, HE 
Secretary-General of the Unit-
ed Nations Antonio Guterres 
and President of the Inter-
national Olympic Committee 

Thomas Bach also attended the 
opening ceremony along with 
HE Assistant to the President 
of the Russian Federation Igor 
Levitin, HE Vice-President of 
the Republic of India Jagdeep 
Dhankhar, HE Vice-President 
of the Republic of Venezuela, 
Dr. Delcy Eloina Rodriguez, 
and HE President of the Re-
public of Djibouti Ismail Omar 
Guelleh.

It did not stop at the open-
ing ceremony, as a number of 
leaders came to the State of 
Qatar last week, most notably 
HM King Felipe VI of Spain, 
HE President of the Republic of 

Ghana Nana Akufo, and HE the 
Second Vice President of Costa 
Rica Mary Munive.

This presence of world lead-
ers at the World Cup events 
and matches demonstrates the 
great status and friendship re-
lations that the State of Qatar 
enjoys with many countries of 
the world, as well as the great 
capabilities that the country 
has provided for the most im-
portant world championship in 
football, which prompted the 
leaders to look closely at those 
capabilities.

At this rate of leaders’ com-
ing to Doha, the FIFA World 
Cup Qatar 2022 is expected to 
be the first tournament in his-
tory to witness this number of 
world leaders, which confirms 
the great success of this edi-
tion.

A galaxy of leaders
visit Qatar for 2022
World Cup matches

This presence of world leaders 
demonstrates the great status 
and friendship relations that the 
State of Qatar enjoys with many 
countries of the world,



QNA
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THE FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 has 
attained a major success in public at-
tendance, according to Executive Di-
rector of the Communications Depart-
ment of the Supreme Committee for 
Delivery and Legacy (SC) Fatima Al 
Nuaimi.

She said the Brazil-Serbia match, 
which was held on Thursday at Lu-
sail Stadium and ended with Brazil 
winning 2-0, set a record of spectator 
numbers in Qatar.

Since its official opening on No-
vember 20, the tournament has seen 
a great turnout of matches and ac-
companying events, according to Al 
Nuaimi.

The football fans from around the 
world have lived a recreational and 
cultural programme full of special ac-
tivities and events, directed to all fam-
ily members, during the FIFA World 
Cup Qatar 2022, she said.

She pointing out that the entertain-
ment events accompanying the World 
Cup had begun before the opening.

The Entertainment Events Pro-
gramme is being presented in many 
venues around the country. The main 
events contain large screens to stream 
matches in several areas in Doha and 
across the country.

The Executive Director of the 
Communications of SC noted that the 
tournament attracted spectators from 
all countries of the world, including 
those who were previously talking 

about boycotting the tournament.
She explained that the tournament 

has achieved high numbers in terms 
of television viewing in its early stages 

compared to previous tournaments, 
and these numbers are expected to 
grow with the progress in the stages of 
the tournament.

Fatima Al Nuaimi stressed that 
since Qatar was announced as the 
organizer of the tournament, it has 
declared that this honor is for all Arab 
world and its success is a pride for all 
Arabs, not just for Qatar Hosting the 
FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 has been 
an ideal opportunity to change stereo-
types about Qatar and the Arab region 
in general, Al Nuaimi said pointing 
that many of the World Cup spectators 
are visiting an Arab state for the first 
time.

The Executive Director of the 
Communication of SC announced that 
all tickets for the remaining matches at 
the 2022 Qatar World Cup have been 
sold out especially after fans from 
around the world watched the dazzling 
opening of the tournament.

Record attendance in stadiums: Al Nuaimi

Karwa buses ferry over 
940,000 people in 6 days

QNA 
DOHA 

MOWASALAT Company ‘Karwa’, the 
official provider of transport services 
in the State of Qatar, recorded a signif-
icant growth in its operations during 
the first six days of the FIFA World 
Cup Qatar 2022, as it witnessed an 
increase in the number of users of its 
buses of various sizes, transporting 
approximately 940,513 passengers, 
during the period from November 20 
to 25.

The increase reflects the success 
of the company’s operational plans 
and its advance preparations for the 
World Cup, in addition to its ability to 
ensure smooth and easy movement of 
football fans, citizens, residents and 
others to various destinations and the 
general network of its stations, which 
are spread throughout the country.

This increase also reflects the ef-
fectiveness and success of radical 
solutions in solving the challenges 
of public transport, by providing a 
sustainable way for individuals, that 
contributes to accelerating the pace 
of comprehensive development, at 
various levels, given that transporta-
tion is a basic requirement and a ma-
jor support for the national economy.

Passenger traffic via Karwa buses 
has grown significantly, supported by 
the volume of visitors and the public 
flocking to the Qatari capital, Doha, 
to follow the competitions of the first 
World Cup to be held in the Arab 
world, and the accompanying events, 
as the various stations witnessed a 
turnout by users, accompanied by an 
increasing demand for bus services.

The daily statistics confirm the 
company’s success in operating its 
bus fleet and doubling its capacity, 
by increasing the number of work-
ing hours, to be around the clock, 
and supporting maintenance teams 
with additional cadres, to provide a 
quick response when necessary, as 
well as conducting this maintenance 
on time, in order to ensure that the 
safety and readiness of buses, ensur-

ing the regularity and reliability of 
service throughout the championship 
period, with the same efficiency.

Karwa reported that about 
118,805 passengers were transported 
on the opening day of the tourna-
ment, on November 20, via 2,787 
buses, to all destinations and sta-
tions, while the total number of users 
jumped, on Monday, November 21, to 
about 123,906 passengers., they were 
transported by 2,354 buses.

The number of users continued to 
rise, recording a remarkable growth, 
on Tuesday, November 22, to reach 
145,914 passengers, through 2,621 
buses, to return and then record a 
new number, on Wednesday, No-
vember 23, by transporting approxi-
mately 181,210 passengers, on board 

via 2,841 buses.
On Thursday, November 24, the 

company registered 177,883 users, 
who were transported by 3,397 bus-
es. The company was not satisfied 
with this limit, as it achieved another 
quantum leap, unprecedented in 
terms of its daily operations, after it 
broke a new record, with the number 
of passengers who were estimated 
on Friday, November 25, at about 
192,795 passengers, who were trans-
ported by 3,227 buses.

The company invites the World 
Cup fans to take advantage of the 
rapid transit bus service for the stadi-
ums, located in the main champion-
ship bus centres, in addition to pre-
planning the trip, with the need to 
leave enough time for transportation.

Karwa’s operations are run con-
tinuously daily at the highest levels of 
efficiency, as all its buses are subject 
to round-the-clock maintenance, to 
ensure the safety and comfort of pas-
sengers, and to secure their transpor-
tation to various destinations and fan 
areas.

Karwa’s fleet includes taxis, lim-
ousines, mass transit buses, and bus-
es. The company has recently intro-
duced buses that run on compressed 
natural gas, in order to benefit from 
its national resources.
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Since its official opening on November 20, the tournament has 
seen a great turnout of matches and accompanying events

METRO? This way! Viral sensation ‘The Metro Man’, Abu Baker Abbas, was a 
special guest at last night’s match between #ENG & #USA at Al Bayt Stadium.  
Qatar2022 organisers thanked him for his special contribution to transport opera-
tions during the FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022!

QATAR 2022 ORGANISERS THANK 
VIRAL SENSATION METRO MAN

Smooth transportation gives fans enjoyable experience: SC official
QNA 
DOHA 

MOBILITY Operations Direc-
tor at the Supreme Committee 
for Delivery and Legacy (SC) 
Eng. Thani Al Zarraa has at-
tributed the ease and smooth-
ness of mobility and use of 
transportation means by the 
fans visiting Qatar for the FIFA 
World Cup Qatar 2022, to the 
great cooperation between the 
SC and its partners to provide a 
comfortable and enjoyable ex-
perience for football fans dur-
ing the World Cup.

SC’s Director of Mobility 
Operations told QNA that the 
tournament has seen many 
records at all levels, and is 
witnessing a large spectator 

attendance in all its matches. 
Fans use all means of trans-
portation in an easy and acces-
sible way, Al Zarraa said point-
ing that no jams or stampedes, 
has been reported thanks to 
the readiness of the transport 
authorities in the country. The 
transportation infrastructure 
in Qatar has seen a great devel-

opment over the past years, to 
ensure the efficiency of mobility 
during the FIFA World Cup Qa-
tar 2022, he explained.

Al Zarraa revealed that 
more than 3,000 buses are 
working to move fans and visi-
tors from their places of resi-
dence to stadiums and event 
venues during the World Cup.

He said  the SC cooperated 
with its partners to find integrat-
ed transportation solutions dur-
ing the World Cup, including the 
Doha metro network, highways, 
electric buses, and the light tram 
network connected to the metro, 
in line with the objectives of Qa-
tar National Vision 2030.

Cooperation with partners, 
including the Public Works Au-
thority (Ashghal), Qatar Rail 

Company (Qatar Rail), and the 
Ministry of Transportation has 
facilitated transportation to 
and from stadiums, fans’ resi-
dences, and attractions in the 
country, he asserted.

FIFA World Cup Qatar 
2022 fans rely mainly on bus-
es, the Doha Metro, the light 
tram network and taxis to get 
around Qatar during tourna-
ment days. The metro lines 
form the main artery of the 
transport systems during the 
World Championships, as five 
of the eight World Cup stadi-
ums are directly connected to 
the metro stations, while the 
rest of the stadiums are con-
nected to a range of transport 
services, including metro sta-
tions and shuttle busses.

Qatar has always been one of the first 
countries to respond to global crises: FM

THE FM added that the mounting chal-
lenges facing global food security and the 
stability of energy supplies to millions of 
people around the world as a result of 
the ongoing war in Ukraine, and the risks 
related to malnutrition and famine due to 
the disruption of production and supply 
chains, require unprecedented international 
attention, continuous cooperation and a 
clear order of priorities, foremost of which 
is the humanitarian aspect.

He said Qatar has called since the be-
ginning of the war in Ukraine for a speedy 
peaceful solution, noting that it welcomed 
the Black Sea initiative to transport grain, 
out of Qatar’s consistent policy of coopera-
tion and partnership with the international 
community, and within the framework of its 
continuous efforts to promote international 
peace and security.

He said that Qatar has always been 
one of the first countries to respond to 
global crises, including the food security 
crisis, as it was keen to redouble its efforts 
to respond to this crisis within a coordina-
tion framework and in cooperation with 
partners in the international community. 
His Excellency pointed out in this context 
that it launched an initiative to establish 
the Global Dryland Alliance, which aims to 
achieve food security in countries suffering 
from drought, and Qatar Fund for Develop-
ment responded to emergency humanitar-
ian needs in the Horn of Africa by pledging 
$12 million to help rural communities 
achieve food security and build resilience, 
and the Fund made a total financial con-
tribution of $90 million to the World Food 
Program to meet the critical food security 
needs in Yemen. Moreover, Qatar contrib-
uted $5 million to the Ukrainian Ministry 
of Health to provide ambulances and other 
medical equipment.

Fans cheer for the Qatar team Al Anabi during the tournament.  

Continued from page 1 

Mowasalat is keeping fans in a relaxed and cruising mode - from 
the ship to Doha and back. (TNN)

KEEPING FANS ON CRUISING MODE

Eng. Thani Al Zarraa 



PAGE 4 | NAtioN sunday, november 27, 2022

Let’s ceLebrate 
the beautifuL 

game together!

FIFa World Cup Qatar 2022 has brought 
together fans from all over the world. Fans 

from different countries are seen 
celebrating the beautiful game together and 

this is the beauty of the game.
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Qatar’s hosting success has set 
new standards for future mega 
sporting events: Bosnian Dy PM 

Ministry of Culture 
in new world record 
bid with ‘Ball Story’ 

Tree of Dreams welcomes visitors 
at Al Sikka International Festival

QNA
DOHA

DEPUTY Prime Minister and 
Minister of Foreign Affairs 
of Bosnia and Herzegovina 
HE Dr. Bisera Turkovic has 
stressed that the State of Qa-
tar did an amazing work to 
welcome the world during the 
FIFA World Cup 2022 and 
succeeded in establishing an 
incredible and excellent infra-
structure, indicating that the 
FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 
has set new standards for fu-
ture sporting mega events.

In her remarks to Qa-
tar News Agency (QNA), she 
pointed out that Qatar’s host-
ing of such global event will 
inspire generations of young 
people to come to embrace 
one another and to create a 
more tolerant world. 

“The whole world was 
watching the Al Bayt Stadium 
for the opening ceremony. I 
am happy that I was present 
as Deputy Prime Minister and 
Minister of Foreign Affairs of 
Bosnia and Herzegovina, from 
the Western Balkans and a 
European country. The open-
ing was a great global event 
for the first time to be held in 
an Arab country. Qatar has 
emerged into a modern, pros-
perous state, whose citizens 
enjoy opportunities and secu-
rity, thanks to the wise leader-
ship of HH the Amir, follow-

ing the footsteps of HH the 
Father Amir,” she said.

HE Minister of Foreign Af-
fairs of Bosnia and Herzego-
vina stressed the need to de-
velop the culture of tolerance 
and respect, as highlighted 
during the World Cup open-
ing ceremony. “This is the first 
World Cup taking place in an 
Arab country and in a Middle 
Eastern country. It is a great 
chance for people to get to 
know a different culture and 
to learn about one great reli-
gion in the world,” she said.

“The more we know the 
better chance we have for 
progress and stability in the 
world. Qatar offers an open 
hand to all who want to come 
and witness what the Qatari 
nation achieved in such a 
short period of time, offering 
unity of basic values and ap-
preciation for difference with 
full respect of their own cul-
ture and religion,” she added.

Dr. Turkovic indicated that 
previous World Cup hosting 
countries were not subjected 
to smear campaigns as Qatar 
was, saying: “Other countries 
did not receive such scrutiny 
when hosting global sport-
ing events, even though those 
countries had many more 
things that could be criticised.” 
She explained that Qatar once 
again stresses that there is 
more that can unite people 
rather than divide them, and 

as sports are a healthy part 
of societies, it should remain 
clear from political influence, 
struggle to dominate, and im-
position of bad habits such as 
alcohol and drugs.

The Bosnian official ex-
pressed her happiness that a 
Bosnian folklore group was 
present to take part in the 
world cup festivities at Katara 
Cultural Village for this truly 
global event.

She also pointed out that 
there are strong fields of co-
operation between Bosnia and 
the State of Qatar, including 
political, economic, and cul-
tural cooperation that is based 
on friendship and fraternity. 
This has been maintained 
through the exchange of vis-
its between officials of the two 
countries at the highest levels 
and documented by the sign-
ing of many agreements and 
bilateral cooperation proto-
cols. She expressed her hope 
to see economic cooperation 
expansion during the coming 
period in all sectors.

She added that the govern-
ment of Bosnia and Herzego-
vina has been working hard to 
attract public and private in-
vestment from Qatar through 
greater connectivity between 
the two countries, enabling di-
rect flights with Qatar Airways, 
and increasing rights and se-
curity for Qataris in ownership 
of the real estate in Bosnia.

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

THE CONMEBOL – Tree of Dreams or-
ganised by the organisation for soccer 
in South America in collaboration with 
Msheireb Properties, which documents 
the history and achievements of foot-
ball in the Latin continent, is welcom-
ing visitors and fans from all around the 
world. 

Located in Sikkat Al-Wadi at 
Msheireb Downtown Doha, it is one of 
the many activities of the Sikkat Alwad 
International Festival which features 
shows, exhibitions, and events that 
adds a cultural taste to football.

It features three experiences: Player 
Gallery, Player Experience, and Best 
Tournaments. It reflects the roots of 
South American football, from the Ma-
racanã to the potrero pitches of the bar-
rios and encapsulates a distinct South 
American spirit in football found no-
where else. Visitors can explore a tree 
inspired by the roots of soccer in the 
South American region. 

From the Maracanã stadium to the 
popular neighbourhood playgrounds, 
the tree provides life to the barrios that 
surround it, connecting South Ameri-
can football’s past, present and future. 

The experience displays images, 
photos and information about the best 
players in the continent including Pele 
and Maradona who are always football 
icons. Fans have the opportunity to cap-
ture memorable photos of trophies and 
cups that the states of the federation 
have won, and also show their skills in a 
dedicated playing area.

The football federation of South 
America, CONMEBOL, oversees organ-
ising football competitions including 
Copa America and Copa Libertadores 
cup. It was founded on 9 July 1916 to 
unite sports in the South American con-
tinent.

The activations in Msheireb Down-
town Doha continue to charm visitors 
and fans offering them a holistic experi-
ence that adds glamour to football.

The CONMEBOL – Tree of Dreams 
opens from 9 AM until midnight during 
the World Cup tournament.

QNA
DOHA

THE Ministry of Culture on 
Saturday launched at the City 
Centre mall in Doha a huge 
plastic artwork ‘Ball Story’ by 
artist Emad Salehi, in prepa-
ration for its display at Qatar 
University on December 7, with 
the aim of setting a new record 
in the Guinness Book.

The inauguration included 
a video presentation and a re-
view of the main features of the 
9,600-metre-long work, which 
tells the story of the World Cup 
from its inception in 1930 until 
the World Cup Qatar 2022.

Director of the Department 
of Culture and Arts at the Min-
istry of Culture Maryam Yassin 
Al Hammadi confirmed that 
the launch of the work comes 
within the framework of the 
Ministry of Culture’s keenness 
to support creativity, respond 

to distinctive initiatives that are 
related to lofty goals, and spon-
sor experiments that enhance 
the link between science and 
work. She explained that artist 
Emad Salehi embodies in his 
work a complete stage of Qatari 
achievement stretching from 
2012 to 2022.

In a statement to QNA, the 
artist Emad Salehi noted that 
the painting “Ball Story” tells 
the history of the World Cup 
from its inception in 1930 un-
til the World Cup 2022, which 
combines culture, history and 
sports and embodies the land-
marks and icons of all the World 

Cup tournaments in Qatar.
Sheikh Khalid bin Faisal bin 

Qassim Al Thani, a member of 
the board of directors at Al Fais-
al Holding, said that Al Faisal 
Holding is pleased to support 
the artistic work of artist Emad 
Salehi, which will enrich the art 
scene in Qatar, which is inter-
nationally known for its interest 
in art and art exhibitions, and 
the City Center Doha complex’s 
hosting of this great work is an 
addition to the art scene in the 
State of Qatar, especially during 
this special period, which is wit-
nessing the holding of the World 
Cup competitions.

This is the first 
World Cup taking 
place in an Arab 

country and in a Middle 
Eastern country. It is a great 
chance for people to get to 
know a different culture and 
to learn about one great 
religion in the world.
— HE Dr. Bisera Turkovi, 
Deputy Prime Minister and 
Minister of Foreign Affairs of 
Bosnia and Herzegovina 9,600-metre-long 

work tells the story of 
the World Cup from 
its inception in 1930 
until Qatar 2022

A large number of fans of the Saudi National Team watch their team in action at the Saudi House.

SAUDI FANS WATCH WORLD CUP AT SAUDI HOUSE

The work is expected to set a new record in the Guinness Book.

Visitors can explore a tree inspired by the roots of soccer in the South American region. 
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Baladna delegation visits Algeria to 
deliberate over major dairy project

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

A delegation from Baladna Food In-
dustries visited the El Beyadh province 
of Algeria to discuss the possibility of 
launching a large-scale dairy invest-
ment project in the region. 

The Baladna delegation, which 
was accompanied by officials from 
the Ministry of Agriculture, visited a 
model farm in the Bougtob area of Al-
geria’s western province, where plans 
were presented for the establishment 
of a milk production and cow breed-
ing project that can prove to be a huge 
asset for Algeria’s periodic milk supply 
crisis. 

The planned project area covers 
over 10,000 hectares. Depending on 
the results of the feasibility reports on 
soil and climate, the project is expected 
to launch at the beginning of next year. 

Commenting on the visit, Piet Hi-
larides, Baladna CEO, said: “The visit 
to the pilot farm in Bougtob was one 
of the most important steps in our dis-
cussion about dairy production and 
cow breeding in the region. This is a 
very encouraging relationship as Alge-
ria is a promising market with growing 
needs and Baladna is well-equipped 

to create a successful partnership that 
will support the country’s journey to-
wards dairy self-sufficiency.”

The successful launch of this pro-
ject could help reduce Algeria’s milk 
powder imports, which currently 
amount to $1.4 billion annually and ex-
tend the bilateral relations in the agri-
culture sector, helping Baladna expand 
its presence in the Pan-Arab market.  

Driven by excellence and high-
quality standard products, Baladna is 
a trusted milk, dairy, juice and food 
brand in Qatar. Committed to bringing 
fresh and nutritious food choices to its 
consumers, the brand has progressive 

product research and innovation, aim-
ing toward a healthier and more sus-
tainable future. 

Baladna Farm is located in Al Khor, 
Qatar, spanning across an expansive 
2.6 million square metres. of land, 
where Baladna houses over 24,000 
Holstein cows. The farm is open to the 
public and features the region’s most 
advanced rotary milking parlour, a res-
taurant, a carefully manicured garden, 
a children’s play area, and a petting zoo. 
Baladna Food Industries has grown to 
be Qatar’s largest locally owned food 
and dairy supplier achieving 100% self-
sufficiency in milk and dairy.

Tawfeeq Travel wins 
two titles at Arabian 
Travel Awards 2022

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA 

THE annual Arabian Travel Awards 
returned once again to confer pres-
tigious titles on the crème de la crème 
of the travel, tourism and hospitality 
industry. 

The ATA 2022, held at Le Méri-
dien Dubai, was a splendid night of 
festivities where organisations from 
across the region gathered to celebrate 
the awardees. Qatar’s Tawfeeq Travel 
once again took home the title of Best 
Travel Agency in Qatar, as well as the 
title of Fastest Growing Destination 
Management Company in Qatar. 

Awarded by the public through in-
ternet-based voting, these titles high-
light that Tawfeeq Travel remains the 
people’s most trusted travel advisor 
for both outbound and inbound tour-
ism. 

The Tawfeeq Group’s wide range 
of services not only covers crafting the 
perfect holiday packages for any sort 
of experience, whether it’s a unique 
destination or popular one, or budget 
travel or ultra-luxury getaways but it 
has also emerged as a leader in help-
ing shape Qatar as a premier leisure 
and business destination.

The organisation prides itself on 
its dedicated, multicultural team that 
works tirelessly to ensure that the 
highest standard of service is con-
stantly met. 

Rehan Ali Syed, CEO for Tawfeeq 
Travel Group, said: “These awards are 
a reflection of the trust that our clients 
have in us and of the unrelenting ef-
forts of our brilliant employees who 
uphold that trust every day. We will 
return from this ceremony more mo-
tivated than ever to continue on this 
path of delivering nothing but the best 
to our customers.

“Such values and high standards 
of service are more important than 
ever in this post pandemic era. People 
have waited a long time to get their 
much-deserved breaks and also to 
conduct business as normal.” 

San Jeet, director of the Arabian 
Travel Awards, said: “Our awards this 
year are very special as they recognise 
the untiring efforts of the industry ex-
perts. This year, as the borders open, 
the travel, tourism and hospitality 
experts were able to restore to levels 
enjoyed pre-pandemic time. Most 
had to redefine the way forward in the 
post-COVID era as we can confidently 
call it.”

Qatar Museums, University of Wales Trinity Saint David 
carry out archaeological excavation in North Qatar area

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

JOINT excavations by Qatar 
Museums (QM) and the Uni-
versity of Wales Trinity Saint 
David (UWTSD) have begun at 
two archaeological sites in the 
north of Qatar. 

The Landscapes of Faith 
project is working at Ain Mu-
hammad and Mesaika, both 
dating to the early Islamic 
period, and occupied during 
between the 7th and 9th cen-
turies CE. They archaeological 
sites are close to Qatar’s UN-
ESCO World Heritage Site, Al 
Zubarah. 

Qatar Museums is organis-
ing three public open days on 
December 3 and 10 between 
8am and 12pm, when the ar-
chaeological team welcomes 
visitors to two archaeological 
sites. For registration or ques-
tions, contact infoheritage@
qm.org.qa.

Qatar has an unusually 
high number of sites of the ear-
ly Islamic period, mostly scat-
tered throughout the deserts 
of the north, but also found in 
central and southern Qatar. 

Qatar Museums’ Head of 
Excavation and Site Manage-
ment Dr Ferhan Sakal said, 
“There are at least 20 such sites 
and the number is probably 

higher as we continue to dis-
cover more of them. Murwab 
is the most well-known among 
them, but there are many oth-
ers, some of which are and ex-

tremely well preserved.”
Director of the project, 

Qatar Museums’ Dr Robert 
Carter, said, “No other country 
in the region has as many sites 

of this period in such a concen-
trated area, and we know very 
little about how the inhabit-
ants lived. The project is called 
Landscapes of Faith because 

before the acceptance of Is-
lam, Qatar was well-known as 
a centre for Christianity, and 
the sites we are targeting may 
show the final process of con-
version from one faith to the 
other. At least one appears to 

show a mosque, and others 
may contain churches.” 

Director of the UWTSD 
team Dr Andrew Petersen said, 
“This is a unique opportunity 
to investigate daily life and be-
lief in the Arabian Peninsula 
during the first centuries of Is-
lam. Qatar has the potential to 
show the lives of the first Mus-
lims in amazing detail.”

Several questions will be 
tackled by the project, includ-
ing why Qatar has such a high 
concentration of such sites, 
what were the lifestyles and 
economic activities of the peo-
ple who occupied them, how 
were they connected to the out-
side world and how inhabitants 
survived in the harsh environ-
ment of the Qatari desert? 

Excavations will continue 
until December 17 with the 
team returning for further 
work in 2023. The Landscapes 
of Faith is expected to be a five-
year project involving several 
other institutions.

‘Landscapes of Faith’ 
project undertakes 
new archaeological 

investigations

Walls, arch and plastered basin at the Ain Muhammad 

Pottery with handle.

Project Director Robert Carter at Ain Muhammad Archaeologists work at the Ain Muhammad site.

Site tents in background as archaeologist Dalaa 
Kuzbari surveys the Ain Muhammad site.

Decorated glass bowl fragment of 8th or 9th century CE.

Assorted broken pottery of 8th or 9th century CE.

Archaeologist Stephen Porter at 
Ain Muhammad site.

HEALTH MINISTER MEETS CUBAN COUNTERPART

Minister of Pub-
lic Health HE Dr 
Hanan Moham-
med Al Kuwari 
met with Minister 
of Public Health 
of Cuba Dr Jose 
Angel Portal 
Miranda in Doha 
on Saturday. Dur-
ing the meeting, 
they reviewed the 
relations between 
the two countries 
and the ways of 
enhancing them in 
the health fields. 
(QNA)
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WC will make Qatar’s young 
generation stronger: expert

SanthoSh Chandran 
DOHA

The ‘life skills’ gained by the 
younger generation in Qatar during 
the hosting of the FIFA World Qatar 
2022 will make them adept to take 
on challenges and lead the nation 
to a better future, says Dr M Suresh 
Babu, an Indian educationalist. 
‘Life skill’, he notes, is an important 
factor in the transformation of indi-
viduals.

“We cannot manage everything 
with academic brilliance. The life 
skills earned by the young genera-
tion by facing multiple challenges 
make them stronger and confident 
in their journey to the future. The 
research and experience that have 
been made and taken up by Qatar to 
organise FIFA World Cup will be an 
asset that will help the young gen-
eration to take their nation to new 
heights,” says Dr M Suresh Babu, 
a trainer at the Central Board of 
Secondary education (CBSe), the 
national-level board of education in 
India. 

Babu is in Doha to watch FIFA 
World Cup matches as well as its 
infrastructure. “In an effort to learn 
how Qatar makes the World Cup a 
success, I have watched matches 
almost in all stadiums here. The 
state-of-the-art stadiums have been 
equipped with modern facilities, 
while also following Qatar’s herit-
age in their design.”

“As part of experiencing the 
transportation network here, I opt-
ed for different modes of transpor-

tation to access the stadiums. The 
coordination between road and 
rail networks felt excellent. The 
completion of the beautiful metro 
rail network within a short span 
to time is unbelievable. The ‘life 
skills’ the young generation of Qa-
taris gained through these projects 
will be a source of energy for them 
to meet their targets in future,” 

says Babu, who provides training 
for teaching faculty and students 
in India.

On the social aspect of the 
World Cup in Qatar, Suresh Babu 
adds, “Qatar has proved that sports 
will create positive spirit and bring 
people together. The global event 
has made Arab hospitality an ever-
green memory in my life.”

Fans, families enjoy free match 
screening at QF’s oxygen Park

tribune newS network
DOHA

FAnS and their families come to-
gether at education City’s Oxygen 
Park every day to watch the World 
Cup matches on giant screens. 

The event, which is open to all 
and does not require a hayya Card 
to enter, boasts a range of food 
stalls and engaging activities de-
signed to be enjoyed by the whole 
family. 

every game of the FIFA World 
Cup Qatar 2022 will be screened at 
Oxygen Park, except the matches 
that fall on days when the educa-
tion City Stadium is hosting games. 

The full schedule and guid-
ance on how to access education 
City – with visitors being advised 
to use public transport – can 
be found at www.qf.org.qa/wc-
screenings

The event, which is open to all 
and doesn’t require a Hayya 
Card to enter, boasts a range of 
food stalls and engaging activi-
ties designed to be enjoyed by 
the whole family 

Dr M Suresh Babu

Adventurers arrive to a
warm welcome in Doha
“We were pedalling for four weeks in the 
desert and it was completely fascinat-
ing. Just listening to myself describe the 
journey sounds unbelievable – but the 
welcome and hospitality we experienced 
along the way made it worthwhile. It has 
been mind-blowing.”

Martin and Balamissa are the latest 
intrepid adventurers to complete ex-
treme journeys to Qatar for the World 
Cup. Saudi adventurer Abdullah Al 
Salmi walked 1,600km from Jeddah 
to Doha in 55 days while Argentinean 
quartet – Lucas Ledezma, Leandro 
Pighi, Silvio Gatti and Matias Vercesi 
– cycled to Qatar from South Africa, a 
journey of 10,000km in 177 days.

“even though we knew Doha and 
the World Cup were our final destina-
tion, we refused to get excited until we 
crossed the border,” said Balamissa. 
“We knew the journey would be diffi-
cult – but this amazing reception is very 
emotional for us.”

France got their World Cup cam-
paign off to the perfect start with a 4-1 
win against Australia at Al Janoub Sta-
dium. They will play their second Group 
D fixture against Denmark today at Sta-
dium 974, followed by a match against 
Tunisia on november 30 at education 
City Stadium.

Continued from page 1 



Hayya Card, a key turning point in measures aimed at supporting fans, offers broader benefits for the card holders.  
The most important advantage given to Hayya Card holders is access to the eight stadiums of the World Cup and free 

access to public transportation, including buses, the Doha Metro and the tram

HAYYA CARD: Exclusive gateway  
to FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022

QATAR has made huge efforts over 
the past 12 years for hosting an ex-
ceptional and historic FIFA World 
Cup in 2022 that is currently under 
way. 

These efforts paid attention to 
all details to provide comfort to fans 
from all over the world. Among these 
efforts was the Supreme Committee 
for Delivery and Legacy’s (SC) launch 
of the digital Hayya Card, a key turn-
ing point in measures aimed at sup-
porting international and local fans.

Apart from Russia 2018, all pre-
vious world cups saw fans undergo-
ing arduous experiences. After book-
ing match tickets, they had to apply 
for entry visas to the host countries, 
and then book their accommodation. 
They also suffered greatly to move 
between cities in the hosting coun-
tries, as well as attending events and 
recreational activities held on the 
sidelines of the tournament.

In Russia 2018, the introduction 
of Fan ID gave international fans 
a visa-free entry and free access to 
public transportation on match days. 

Hence, Qatar adopted Hayya 
Card, which is similar to the Fan ID 
but offers greater and broader ben-
efits for the card holders.

The Russian authorities demand-
ed that fans carry Fan ID during the 
tournament as identification papers, 

and every ticket holder in the 2018 
World Cup was required to carry this 
document in order to enter the sta-
diums and use trains, metro or buses 
on match days freely. The Fan ID 
proved successful in 2018 World Cup 
and benefited more than two million 
football fans who flocked to Russia 
from all over the world.

The SC announced the launch 
of the Hayya Card program, as an 
exclusive entry document to attend 

the FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 
matches. 

The program offers local and in-
ternational fans with a many great 
advantages during the champion-
ship.

The most important advantage 
given to Hayya Card holders is access 
to the eight stadiums of the World 
Cup and free access to public trans-
portation, including buses, the Doha 
Metro and the tram, as well as other 
features that are constantly added to 
it. 

The card has been developed with 
several special options regarding the 
registration process, and features 
that allow the fans to enter tourist 
places, transportation and stadiums, 
as well as attending a number of 
events and activities associated with 
the tournament.

Ticketed fans can register for the 
Hayya Card through the website por-
tal: Qatar2022.qa/ar, and the Hayya 
to Qatar 2022 App that can be down-
loaded on iOS and Android devices.

Speaking at a press conference to 
announce Hayya Card launch, Repre-
sentative of Security and Safety Oper-
ations Committee of FIFA World Cup 
Qatar 2022 Mohamed Al Kuwari said 
that the committee is working with its 
local, regional and international part-
ners to ensure a safe experience for 
fans during the World Cup. 

He said the committee will spare 
no effort to take any measure that 
would enhance the security and safe-
ty of fans and all those in the country 
with the highest security standards.

Al Kuwari stressed that the 
Hayya Card will be mandatory for 
all fans to enter the country and the 
tournament stadiums during the 
tournament.

He highlighted the many advan-
tages the card offers compared to 
previous sporting events, such as the 
several special options regarding the 
registration process, noting that eve-
ryone will notice the difference in the 
method of registration, as it became 
very easy and simple.

The Hayya Card enables fans to 
book their accommodation during 
the World Cup. 

International fans can also book 
their accommodation through the 
official host country platform, which 
provides various options, including 
housing units, villas, floating hotels, 
and others.

He added that the per night 
rental price for some apartments 
does not exceed $80 dollars, while 
booking some rooms in floating ho-
tels, which include restaurants and 
provide many recreational activities, 
cost about $180 dollars per night.

Hayya card holders will be pro-
vided multiple entry visas to Kingdom 
of Saudi Arabia, the UAE, the Sultan-
ate of Oman and Jordan, without the 
need for prior approval.  The four 
countries will offer international fans 
with recreational programmes and 
activities and will operate daily flights 
to Doha during the World Cup period. 

Hayya card holders will be 
provided multiple entry visas 
to Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, 
the UAE, the Sultanate of 
Oman and Jordan, without 
the need for prior approval. 
The four countries will offer 
international fans with 
recreational programmes and 
activities and will operate 
daily flights to Doha during 
the World Cup period. 
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AGENCIES 

EUROPEAN leaders pledge 
their support to Ukraine on the 
90th anniversary of the start of 
the Holodomor famine.

Russia “will pay” for a Sovi-
et-era famine that left millions 
of Ukrainians dead during the 
winter of 1932-33 and “answer 
for today’s crimes”, said the 
head of Ukraine’s presidential 
administration Andriy Yermak.

Ukraine is working to re-
store electricity and water ser-
vices after a recent pummelling 
by Russian military strikes that 
vastly damaged infrastructure.

Ukraine’s President Volody-
myr Zelenskyy said more than 
six million households in the 
country were still affected by 
power cuts.

Permanent Representative 
of Ukraine Mission to the UN 
Sergiy Kyslytsya honoured the 
victims of the Holodomor, say-
ing the suffering and death in 
Ukraine by Russia is “innumer-

able”. He added that Russia’s 
aggression “only makes our na-
tion stronger”.

President of the European 
Parliament Roberta Metsola ex-
pressed her support for Ukraine 
on the anniversary of Holodo-
mor. She drew parallels between 
the current war in Ukraine and 
the famine 90 years ago, say-
ing “Ukrainians are once again 
fighting to preserve their lives”.

Belgium’s Prime Minister 
Alexander De Croo shared his 
support of Zelenskyy’s initia-
tive, Grain from Ukraine.

He wrote on Twitter that 
Belgium supports “Ukraine to 
take Ukrainian grain to world 
markets, especially to countries 
with severe food insecurity”.

Zelenskyy hosted a sum-
mit in Kyiv to promote its 
“Grain from Ukraine” initiative.  
Zelenskyy said Kyiv had raised 
around $150m from more than 
20 countries and the European 
Union to export grain to coun-
tries most vulnerable to famine.  

EU leaders show support to 
Kyiv on famine anniversary

AGENCIES

THE United States military has 
reported two rocket attacks tar-
geting its patrol base in north-
eastern Syria, but said there 
were no injuries to its forces.

In a statement, the US Cen-
tral Command (CENTCOM) 
said the attacks “targeted coa-
lition forces” at its base in al-
Shaddadi in Syria late on Fri-
day.

“The attack resulted in no 
injuries or damage to the base 
of coalition property.” It did not 
say who was behind the rocket 
fire.

The attacks come as tensions 
escalate on the Syria-Turkey 
border with the Turkish military 
launching a wave of deadly air 
raids on Kurdish forces in both 
Syria and Iraq in retaliation 
for a bombing in Istanbul on 
November 13. Ankara blames 
the banned Kurdistan Workers 
Party (PKK) and the YPG Kurd-
ish forces for the attack, but they 
deny any involvement.

There have also been rocket 
attacks from Syria that have 
killed civilians in Turkey.

The US – for which the YPG-
dominated Syrian Democratic 
Forces (SDF) has been a key ally 
in the fight against ISIL (ISIS) 
group – has been urging de-es-
calation.

CENTCOM said on Friday 
that the SDF visited the origin 
site of the attacks and found a 
third unfired rocket.

“Attacks of this kind place 
coalition forces and the civilian 
populace at risk and undermine 
the hard-earned stability and se-
curity of Syria and the region,” 
said Colonel Joe Buccino, a 
spokesman for CENTCOM.

DPA 
ROME 

ONE woman is dead and 10 others are 
missing after violent storms and flooding 
in the Italian Mediterranean island of 
Ischia. The landslide triggered by heavy 
rains on the Italian holiday island has 
dragged cars into the sea, caused houses 
to collapse, left dozens stranded and sev-
eral missing.

The prefecture in Naples announced 
on Saturday that eight people previously 
listed as missing, including a child, had 
surfaced and were safe.

“It’s a tragedy,” a civil defence official 
said.

A violent storm hit the island with a 
population of just over 60,000 early on 
Saturday. The coastal town of Casamicci-
ola in the north was particularly affected.

Mudslides damaged houses where 
some of the missing people are believed 
to be located.

According to the fire brigade, two 
people were rescued from a car that was 

swept into the sea. A total of 70 firefight-
ers were deployed.

Videos from the fire brigade showed 
demolished cars and streets flooded with 
debris and earth.

Rescue workers said they were strug-
gling to reach people on the island.

“The situation is very complicated,” 

Interior Minister Matteo Piantedosi told 
TV channel Rainews24.

Italian authorities sent specialists, 
vehicles and other reinforcements to Is-
chia from Naples. The military sent heli-
copters to assist.

Around 200 residents were to be 
evacuated from their homes, according 

to Piantedosi. Many people in the region 
had no electricity, and schools, cemeter-
ies and parks remained closed.

Italian Prime Minister Giorgia Melo-
ni thanked the rescue workers for their 
efforts, according to her office in Rome, 
adding that she was in touch with the lo-
cal authorities.

One dead, several missing after landslides on Italian island

US military 
reports rocket 
attacks on its 
patrol base in 
Syria: Official

Rescuers help an injured person following a landslide on the Italian holiday island of Ischia, Italy, on Saturday. (L) Debris are seen on the 
street, following a landslide on the Italian holiday island of Ischia, Italy, yesterday. (R)

AGENCIES 

A fire that killed 10 people in 
China’s Xinjiang region has 
sparked anger at the zero-
COVID policy as Beijing faces 
increasing public disapproval 
over its hardline approach 
to stopping the spread of the 
coronavirus.

On Thursday night, 10 
people were killed and nine 
injured after a fire in a resi-
dential building in the north-
west region’s capital Urumqi, 
the state news agency Xinhua 
reported.

Chinese and overseas so-
cial media posts which have 
emerged since Friday claimed 
rescue attempts were ham-
pered because of COVID lock-
downs, and that residents 
could not escape in time.

China’s COVID policy 
has led to public frustration 
and some videos appeared to 
show crowds of people pro-
testing against the policy in 
the streets of Urumqi, follow-
ing demonstrations in other 
cities.

China has put the vast 
Xinjiang region, home to 10 
million Uighurs, under some 
of the country’s longest lock-
downs, with many of Urum-
qi’s four million residents 
barred from leaving their 
homes for as long as 100 days.

While the rest of the world 
is living with COVID-19, Chi-
na has stuck with a strict “ze-
ro-COVID” strategy that relies 

on snap lockdowns, mass test-
ing, lengthy quarantines, and 
border controls to stamp out 
the virus wherever it pops up.

Videos of the protests have 
been circulating online. One 
showed people in a plaza sing-
ing China’s national anthem 
with its lyric: “Rise up, those 
who refuse to be slaves!”, 
while others shouted they 
wanted to be released from 
lockdowns.

Another video shows 
dozens of people marching 
through a neighbourhood in 
the east of the city, shouting 
the same slogan before con-

fronting a line of hazmat-clad 
officials and security person-
nel.

Posts on the Chinese so-
cial media platform Weibo 
said rescue vehicles were un-
able to get past electric cars to 
get to the residential building 
which was on fire. 

Rescue workers and resi-
dents were unable to move 
the cars which had not been 
charged because of the lock-
downs.

City fire and rescue chief 
Li Wensheng said “a lack of 
parking spaces and a large 
number of private vehicles 

parked on both sides” caused 
rescue efforts to be delayed, 
state broadcaster CCTV re-
ported.

Urumqi police said in a 
Friday post on Weibo they de-
tained a woman for “spread-
ing online rumours” relating 
to the number of casualties 
from the blaze.

Urumqi Mayor Maimaiti-
ming Kade issued a rare for-
mal apology but denied alle-
gations online, including that 
residents’ doors were sealed 
shut with iron wiring.

“Some residents’ ability 
to rescue themselves was too 
weak … and they failed to es-
cape in time,” Wensheng said.

But social media posts 
showed many residents were 
locked in their homes because 
of COVID-19 controls.

China on Friday reported 
more than 32,000 infections 
in the past 24 hours, up from 
more than 31,000 reported on 
Thursday. The vast majority 
of the cases have been asymp-
tomatic.

The numbers on Thurs-
day and Friday surpassed a 
previous record set in April of 
just under 30,000 cases. That 
surge resulted in the commer-
cial hub of Shanghai, home 
to 25 million people, being 
placed under lockdown which 
lasted for two months.

The newest wave has been 
accompanied by restrictions 
which have slowly tightened 
across the country.

China’s COVID-19 protests 
erupt after deadly fire
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Belgium’s Prime Minister Alexander De Croo (L) exchanges documents 
with Ukraine’s President Volodymyr Zelensky as he attends his first visit 
in Ukraine since Russia invaded, in Kyiv, on Saturday. 

Security personnel guard an entrance to a residential area under lock-
down due to COVID-19 coronavirus restrictions in Beijing on Saturday. 

At least three killed, 11 wounded 
in Brazil twin school shootings

AGENCIES 

AT least three people were killed and 11 
wounded after a former student opened 
fire at two schools in the southeastern 
Brazilian state of Espirito Santo, police 
said.

The alleged shooter was identified 
as a 16-year-old who wore military-style 
camouflage attire with Nazi symbols, the 
authorities said of the twin attacks that 
took place at 10am (13:00 GMT) on Fri-
day in the town of Aracruz, 80km north 
of state capital Vitoria.

He first fired on teachers at his for-
mer school, a public primary and sec-
ondary school, killing two people and 
injuring nine.

The shooter then went to a private 
school on the same street, where he 
killed an adolescent girl and wounded 
two people, officials said.

The teenager has been arrested, 
Espirito Santo Governor Renato Casa-
grande confirmed.

“He was a student at (the first) 
school until June, a 16-year-old minor. 
His family then transferred him to an-

other school. We have information he 
was undergoing psychiatric treatment,” 
Casagrande told a press conference.

Two guns were used in the attack by 
the teenager, who is the son of a military 
police officer. Both firearms were regis-

tered to his father.
Security camera footage broadcast 

on Brazilian media showed the shooter 
running into the school, rushing down 
the corridors with a semi-automatic 
weapon and firing shots. Police are in-

vestigating any potential links to ex-
tremist groups as he had a swastika on 
his fatigues.

The lives of some of the injured re-
mained at risk, the governor said, as he 
declared three days of mourning in the 
state.

School shootings are uncommon in 
Brazil, but have witnessed an uptick in 
recent years.

Twelve children were killed in 2011, 
when a man opened fire at his former el-
ementary school in Realengo, a suburb 
of Rio de Janeiro, and then killed him-
self.

In 2019, two former students shot 
dead eight people at a high school in Su-
zano, outside Sao Paulo, then also took 
their own lives.

President-elect Luiz Inacio Lula da 
Silva described the shootings as an “ab-
surd tragedy”.

Lula, who was president from 2003 
to 2010, will take office on January 1 
after defeating far-right President Jair 
Bolsonaro in last month’s elections.

He has severely criticised Bolsona-
ro’s relaxation of gun-control laws.

A police officer stands guard as locals gather outside the police station where the perpetra-
tor of two school shootings is being held in Aracruz, Espirito Santo State, Brazil, on Saturday. 

The attacks come as 
tensions escalate on 
the Syria-Turkey 
border. 



Tribune news neTwork
Doha

IconIc Al Bayt Stadium lo-
cated in Al Khor city was the 
scene of rich sports and enter-
tainment programme organ-
ised by QnB, the official Mid-
dle East and Africa Supporter 
of the FIFA World cup 2022 to 
celebrate the ongoing football 
tournament.

The activities organised at 
the QnB booth in Al Bayt Sta-
dium- the second largest World 
cup stadium in Qatar, which 
hosted the stunning opening 
ceremony of the tournament- 
brought together football fans 
to share enthusiasm and pas-
sion for the game.

QnB’s continued enter-
tainment programme comes 
as part of the bank’s keenness 

to provide a unique experience 
for football fans from residents 
and visitors to celebrate the 
passion of football in a unique 
atmosphere.

Enthusiastic fans from all 
over the world flocked in big 
numbers to participate in the 
football competitions and activ-
ities organised by the bank and 
took souvenir photos alongside 
the poster of Brazilian soccer 

star neymar Jr, QnB Group’s 
Global Brand Ambassador.

QnB Group communica-
tions General Manager Heba 
Ali Al Tamimi said, “The enter-
tainment programme organised 
by QnB to celebrate the FIFA 
World cup Qatar 2022 is wit-
nessing success and a turnout 
that far exceeded our expecta-
tions. We are very pleased to 
see the enthusiastic participa-

tion of football fans in the vari-
ous events and activities, and we 
promise them more fun and ex-
citement throughout the tourna-
ment hosted by the State of Qa-
tar for the first time in the Arab 
world and the Middle East.”

QnB Group, currently 
ranked as the most valuable 
bank brand in the Middle East 
and Africa, is the official Mid-
dle East and Africa Supporter 

of the FIFA World cup 2022.
Through its subsidiaries 

and associate companies, the 
Group extends to more than 30 
countries across three conti-
nents providing a comprehen-
sive range of advanced prod-
ucts and services. The total 
number of employees is 27,000 
operating through 1000 loca-
tions, with an ATM network of 
more than 4,700 machines.

Tribune news neTwork
Doha

THE total value of private sector 
exports exceeded QR26 billion 
in the first nine months of 2022, 
an increase of 24.4 percent, 
compared to QR20.9 billion in 
the same period last year.

According to the quarterly 
report issued today by Qatar 
chamber, exports value of pri-
vate sector during the third 
quarter of 2022 (July-Sep-
tember) amounted to QR 9.38 
billion compared to QR 5.96 
billion in the same period last 
year, representing a 58 percent 
growth on an annual basis.

on a quarterly basis, the 
private sector exports increased 
by 5.2 percent, compared to QR 
8.92 billion in the second quar-
ter of the same year.

The report shows that the 
growth of private sector ex-
ports from QR7.7 billion in the 
first quarter of 2022, QR8.9 
billion in the second quarter 
to QR9.38 billion in the third 
quarter clearly confirms the 
ongoing improvement of the 
private sector’s performance 
and its ability to return to its 

levels before the coVID-19 
pandemic.

According to the type of 
certificate of origin issued by 
the Qatar chamber, the report 
shows that the value of exports 

through the general model 
amounted to QR5.71 billion, an 
increase of 61 percent, followed 
by the Unified Gcc model which 
is estimated at QR 2.31 billion, 
an increase by 43.1 percent.

The GSP model amounted 
to QR877 million, recording an 
increase of 112 percent, while 
exports through the Unified 
Arab model which amounted 
to QR239 million showed a de-
crease of 1.2 percent. Exports 
through the Singapore model 
amounted to QR227 million, 
an increase of 69.5 percent on 
a y-on-y basis.

The report shows that the 
Asian countries excluding Gcc 
and Arab countries were at the 
top of economic blocs that re-
ceived exports of the private 
sector during the third quar-
ter of 2022 that amounted to 
QR3.37 billion with a share of 
36 percent of the total exports; 
followed by the EU which re-
ceived exports amounted to QR 
2.9 billion or a share of 31 per-
cent of the total value.

The Gcc states group came 
third with exports totaling QR 
2.38 billion, representing 25.4 
percent of the total value.

According to the report, 
oman was at the top of the 
countries of destination of pri-
vate sector exports with close 
to QR1.506 billion or 16.1 per-
cent of the total exports.

Private sector exports 
rise 24.4% to QR26 bn 
in first nine months of
2022: Qatar Chamber

QNB holds World Cup events at iconic Al Bayt Stadium

Tribune news neTwork
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QIIB chairman and Qatari 
Businessmen Association 
Vice chairman Sheikh Dr 
Khalid bin Thani bin Ab-
dullah Al Thani received 
Hussein Memic, Minister of 
Tourism and Youth Affairs 
of Serbia during his visit to                    
the country.

on the occasion of this 
visit, Sheikh Khalid hosted 
a lunch, which was attended 
by the Serbian Minister of 
Tourism along with Anis 
Buhik, State secretary and 
the deputy of the Minister of 
construction, transport and 
infrastructure and Rasim 
Ljacic, the former Serbian 
Minister of Tourism and 

communications.
The meeting was also at-

tended by QIIB cEo Dr Ab-
dubasit Ahmed Al Shaibei 
and a number of guests.

The Serbian minister 
while attending the match 
of his country’s team against 
Brazil, which was held at 
Lusail Stadium, accom-
panied by Sheikh Khalid, 
complimented Qatar for the 
impressive organisation of 
the World cup in Qatar and 
expressed his admiration 
for the design of the stadi-
ums and the urban renais-
sance in the State of Qatar 
and wished success for his 
country and the Qatar na-
tional team and wished suc-
cess for this distinguished                          
tournament.

QIIB chairman meets 
with Serbian Minister

Sunday, novembeR 27, 2022

2023 FJ Cruiser ‘Final  
Edition’ available now in 
Qatar Page 11

Tribune news neTwork
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QATAR Insurance Group (QIc), the lead-
ing insurer in Qatar and MEnA region on 
Thursday signed a memorandum of un-
derstanding (MoU) with Qatar Finance 
and Business Academy (QFBA).

The agreement outlines QIc’s con-
tribution towards supporting QFBA’s 
‘Kawader Malia’ programme for three 
years; an initiative designed to prepare 
future business leaders, and decision 
makers of Qatar’s financial and banking 
services sector by bridging the perfor-
mance gap between “the academic and 
the professional” for fresh graduates of 
both genders within the spectrum of the 
financial industry.

The MoU, which was signed by QIc 
Group Acting chief Administrative of-
ficer Rashid Al Buainain and QFBA Di-
rector of Professional Training Majed 
Abdulaziz Al Khulaifi, reinforces the mu-
tual commitment of both entities to de-

veloping and fostering Qatar’s national 
human capital.

Speaking about the signing, Buainain 
said, “We believe that a well-trained and 
qualified youth are the building blocks 
of a prosperous and developed society. 
Therefore, we are delighted to be able 
to support the ‘Kawader’ programme 

and in turn solidify national efforts to 
qualify young Qataris in the financial 
and banking sector and to reiterate our 
commitment to supporting “Qatar na-
tional Vision 2023” which entails pre-
paring Qatari students to take on the 
world’s challenges and become tomor-
row’s innovators, entrepreneurs, and                               
professionals”.

Khulaifi said, “We are proud to sign 
this agreement with the Qatar Insur-
ance Group QIc. This provides vast op-
portunities for training and development 
programs for Qatari talents through vari-
ous specialized training courses which 
are specially designed to meet the needs 
of Qatari graduates in the Finance and 
Business sector through the national 
Development Program “Kawader Ma-
lia” and other professional development 
programs. There is no doubt that this 
agreement reflects the QIc’s priorities 
in the sustainable development of Qatari 
talents, thus, reflected in supporting the 
economic development of the country.”

QIC sponsors QFBA’s ‘Kawader Malia’ for three years

The activities organised at the QNB booth in Al Bayt Stadium, the second largest World Cup stadium in Qatar, brought together football fans from across the world to share enthusiasm and passion for the game.

QIIB Chairman Dr Khalid bin Thani bin Abdullah Al Thani with                 
Hussein Memic, Minister of Tourism and Youth Affairs of Serbia. 

QIC Group Acting Chief Administrative Officer Rashid Al Buainain and QFBA 
Professional Training Director Majed Abdulaziz Al Khulaifi signed agreement.
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OIL prices fell 2 percent on 
Friday in thin market liquid-
ity, closing a week marked by 
worries about Chinese demand 
and haggling over a Western 
price cap on Russian oil.

Brent crude futures settled 
down $1.71 to trade at $83.63 
a barrel, and West Texas In-
termediate crude futures were 
down $1.66 at $76.28 a barrel. 
Brent ended the week down 
4.6 percent, while WTI fell  4.7 
percent.

Both contracts’ market 
structure implies current de-
mand is softening, with back-
wardation, defined by front-
month prices trading above 
contracts for later delivery, 
having weakened markedly in 
recent sessions.

China, the world’s top oil 
importer, on Friday reported a 
new daily record for COVID-19 
infections, as cities across the 
country continued to enforce 
mobility restrictions and other 
curbs to control outbreaks. 
This is starting to hit fuel de-
mand, with traffic drifting 
down and implied oil demand 
around 1 million barrels per 
day lower than average.

Meanwhile, G7 and Eu-
ropean Union diplomats 
have been discussing a Rus-
sian oil price cap between 
$65 and $70 a barrel, but an 

agreement has still not been 
reached. A meeting of Euro-
pean Union government rep-
resentatives, scheduled for 
Friday evening to discuss the 
proposal, was canceled, EU 
diplomats said.

Asian spot liquefied natu-
ral gas (LNG) prices rose last 
week for the first time since 
September and hit a 7-week 
high, tracking European gas 
prices on cooler weather 
forecasts and after Gazprom 
threatened to further reduce 
gas flows to Europe.

The average LNG price was 
$31 per million British thermal 
units (mmBtu), up $5.5, or 
21.6 percent, from the previ-
ous week, industry sources es-
timated. Last week Asian rates 
traded up with a significant 
jump midweek on the back of 
the news of the price cap and 
upward pressure on European 

pricing, analysts said.
EU energy ministers failed 

to agree on a gas price cap on 
Thursday, and postponed the 
adoption of other European 
Commission proposals, such 
as joint gas purchasing and 
fast-tracking renewable per-
mits, to a meeting slated for 
December 13.

Europe’s overall position 
remains fairly healthy with a 
substantial backlog of around 
28 vessels waiting for offshore 
Europe to deliver. US natural 
gas futures fell 28 cents to 
settle at $7.02 on Friday on 
the upcoming expiration of 
the front-month contract and 
forecasts for less cold weather 
over the next two weeks.

However, solid gains earli-
er in the week still led the mar-
ket to its third-biggest weekly 
gain. The contract rose more 
than 11 percent last week.

Asia spot LNG hits seven-week high, tracking EU prices, says report 

Oil prices decline 
2% as Chinese 
demand worries 
continue to linger

Al Attiyah Weekly Energy Market Review
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AAB showcased the Final Edition of 
FJ Cruiser 2023. The vehicle is avail-
able in Toyota main Showroom in Al 
Abdulghani tower in old Airport area 
and in Toyota City Center Showroom.

With just 1,000 units Worldwide 
available, the Final Edition comes 
with several unique features and gives 
off-road adventurers a unique op-
portunity to own a piece of motoring 
history. The FJ Cruiser is set to be 
discontinued in December 2022, after 
more than 15 years as one of the re-
gion’s most popular SUVs.

Inspired by almost half a century 
of tough off-road performance from 
the legendary FJ40 4×4 utility vehicle, 
the FJ Cruiser was developed as a ca-
pable SUV aimed specifically at driv-
ers looking to push the limits. 

Launched in 2007, the model was 
hailed as an instant classic by custom-
ers and critics alike, particularly in 
the Middle East where it has gained 
an enthusiastic following among 
off-roaders. The 2023 Final Edition 
adopts a single tone select beige color 
for the exterior, upholstery, and cent-
er cluster trim, creating a distinctive 
sense of modernity. 

Further adding to the vehicle’s 
rugged appeal, a special black coat-
ing has been applied extensively 
throughout the exterior, including the 
blacked-out grill, bumpers, exterior 

mirrors, door handles, and spare tire 
cover. 17-inch aluminum wheels and 
side steps are also included, while a 
Final Edition badge indicating the ve-
hicle’s unique number underlines the 
limited edition’s exclusivity.

The FJ Cruiser rides into the sun-
set leaving lasting memories of one of 
the most iconic SUVs in Toyota’s rich 
history. The vehicle’s winning combi-
nation of off-road capabilities, style, 

and performance make it equally at 
home during desert adventures or 
everyday activities and provides a 
comfortable and dependable experi-
ence for drivers and passengers, wher-
ever their journeys may lead.”

Although the model will be dis-
continued, the excitement of off-road 
capabilities lives on with other adven-
ture-ready Toyota vehicles such as the 
iconic Land Cruiser, GR Sport Vari-

ant, and Prado.
Powered by a DOHC, 4-liter V6 

engine that incorporates dual inde-
pendent Variable Valve Timing with 
intelligence, the 2023 FJ Cruiser is 
capable of producing 270 horsepower 
and 380 N m of peak torque. It is also 
equipped with a wide range of driver 
assistant features such as Active Trac-
tion Control (A-TRAC), Crawl Con-
trol, Vehicle Stability Control (VSC) 

with an off switch, and electronically 
controlled locking rear differential. In 
addition to stellar all-terrain perfor-
mance, drivers enjoy greater peace of 
mind thanks to Toyota’s world-class 
safety features.

The FJ Cruiser’s legendary sta-
tus as one of the most unique Toyota 
SUVs and proven durability through-
out the years will live on in the hearts 
of its owners and the Toyota family.

2023 FJ Cruiser ‘Final Edition’ available now in Qatar
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Inspired by almost half a century of tough off-road performance from the legendary FJ40 4×4 utility vehicle, the FJ Cruiser was developed as a capable SUV aimed specifically at 
drivers looking to push the limits. 

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA 

THE Qatar National Bank 
(QNB) has said that weak sup-
ply and demand factors would 
negatively impact growth 
in the UK, highlighting the 
country’s latest significant 
fluctuations despite its repu-
tation for sound economic 
management.

QNB’s weekly report said 
that the mini-budget was 
the main error committed by 
Liz Truss, who set a new re-
cord as the shortest-serving                            
prime minister.

The Truss’ mini-budget, 
from a policy formation per-
spective, attempted to make 
major policy changes and in-
cluded a wider fiscal deficit 
due to unfunded tax cuts, the                      
report said.

The report highlighted the 
financial markets’ powerful 
interaction with the sharp de-
preciation in the value of the 
Pound Sterling, with a sharp 
rise in revenues of British 
government bonds, adding 
that the Bank of England had 
to intervene to protect retire-
ment funds from bankruptcy, 
with its debt-financed posi-
tions having assumed that 
senior bond yields would re-
main low.

As a result, Liz Truss 
stepped down and Rishi Su-
nak assumed the post on Oc-
tober 25 in a country facing 
four economic headwinds - 
the tightened fiscal policy, the 
tightened monetary policy, the 
energy crisis that is develop-
ing in Europe, in addition to 
a shortage in employment due 
to Brexit, the report noted.

The report highlighted 
Sunak’s announcement of a 
significant tightening of fiscal 
policy, effectively reversing 
all of the changes in Truss’s 
policy. Sunak along with his 
adviser, Jeremy Hunt, are 
seeking to secure a total of 50 
billion pounds through tax in-
creases and spending cuts to 
balance the books.

It also highlighted that the 
Bank of England has to raise 
interest rates aggressively to 
rein in inflation. The increase 
of 75 basis points in November 
is likely to be followed by ad-

ditional increases of 50 basis 
points in both Dec. and Feb., 
which will push interest rates 
to more than four percent in 
2023. This tightening of mon-
etary policy will coincide with 
the corresponding tightening 
of fiscal policy.

Brexit gave the UK greater 
flexibility in policies, allowing 
it to be more proactive in re-
sponding to the crisis, includ-
ing through faster implemen-
tation of support measures for 
households and companies 
compared to European Union 
countries. However, rising en-
ergy prices and a drain on gov-
ernment finances continue to 
be a headwind to the econom-
ic outlook, the report added.

The report added that the 

supply side of the UK econo-
my remains constrained by 
the labor shortage, which is 
one of the repercussions of the 
UK’s decision to leave the EU.

The UK’s agricultural, 
manufacturing and services 
sectors were accustomed to 
the abundance of low-cost la-
bor that came from countries 
in central and eastern Europe. 
But that changed with Brexit 
and the exclusion of the UK 
from the EU’s policy on the 
free labor movement.

The report concluded that 
PM Sunak is leading a coun-
try that is currently exposed 
to many economic uncertain-
ties that will continue to dis-
rupt supply and demand at the              
same time.

UK growth impacted 
by weaker supply and 
demand factors: QNB

The QNB headquarters in Doha.
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TWELVE years ago, organising 
the World Cup in Qatar was a 
dream, but today, it has become 
a reality. Qatar has prioritised 
three main files in its journey 
to preparing for the World 
Cup - stadiums, heritage and 
sustainability - to organise an 
exceptional tournament at the 
highest levels.

Away from the exciting 
competitions and sensational 
matches of the World Cup, a 
question appears on the horizon 
- how does Qatar look like dur-
ing this global event at a time 
when the attention of the whole 
world has turned towards it.

It is evident that Doha and 
all Qatari cities have embraced 
the World Cup ambiance and 
welcomed fans from all over the 
world. Qatari cities have turned 
into major arenas of all that is  
related to the World Cup 2022 
and have become a stage for all 
its activities and celebrations.

A cross section of football 
followers and professionals 
have stressed that the FIFA 
World Cup Qatar 2022 will be 
fondly remembered as a catalyst 

to promote Arab heritage.
On the streets of Qatar, you 

will find the most famous You-
Tube content makers, ‘YouTu-
bers’, walking around with their 
cameras and monitoring every 
big and small thing to convey to 
their millions of followers.

One of the YouTubers, Rod-
rigo from Argentina, who’s vis-
iting Qatar for the first time and 
on a mission to capture as much 
contents as possible and share 
them with the world, praised 
the work and dedication he had 
seen in Qatar during the World 
Cup.

He said, “This is my first 
time visiting Doha but from I’ve 
done my research and I can say 
that it has turned into an excep-
tional city. I’ve never expected 
Qatar to be so beautiful. Qataris 
have definitely achieved an un-
precedented success in the his-
tory of football with the prepa-
rations it provided to the world 
during hosting of the FIFA 
World Cup Qatar 2022.”

Rodrigo added that Qatar, 
with its distinctive imprint, will 
leave a cultural and human leg-
acy for the Arabs and the world, 
stressing that hosting such a 
successful international event 

will place Qatar and the region 
at the forefront of global atten-
tion from now on.

Mubarak Mustafa, a former 
Qatar national team player and 
former player of Al Arabi club, 
said: “We have shown the world 
what football means to us Qa-
taris and we have introduced 
Qatar’s football history to the 
world.”

Mustafa also expressed 
pride to see Qatar’s football 
achievements and to witness his 
country not only taking part in 
the World Cup but hosting and 
organising the biggest sport 
event in the world. “What we 
are witnessing today is a dream 
coming true,” he said.

Mustafa also confirmed that 
the arrangements made by Qa-
tar to organise the first World 
Cup in the Arab region reflect 
an unprecedented achievement 
in the history of football tourna-
ments. Mustafa, who has rich 
and long sports experience, 
said that Qatar is experiencing 
a football celebration that is 
the most expensive in the world 
and perfection is what proudly 
makes Qatar 2022 the most 
expensive and most exquisite 
World Cup in the world.

Responding to a question 
about their assessment of the 
atmosphere of  World Cup 
2022, a group of Tunisian fans 
spotted at the crowded Souq 
Waqif stressed the exceptional 
importance of the Qatar World 
Cup 2022, saying that it con-
stitutes a memorable moment 
in the history of the World Cup 
tournaments, for the first time 
in the history of the Arab and 
Islamic region. 

“This is the most popular 
tournament in the world, and 
for the first time in its history, 
the whole world will learn about 
the heritage and culture of the 
Arabs, values of tolerance, peace 
and security,” one of them said.
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Expos, street art, Amazing Bubbles
show enchant audiences at Katara

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA 

THE activities accompanying 
the FIFA World Cup 2022 at 
the Cultural Village Founda-
tion (Katara) take visitors on 
a daily tour of joy, excitement 
and surprises. They can ex-
plore the art and culture as well 
as the authenticity of Qatari 
heritage at various exhibitions 
and activities that highlight the 

sport of football.
The exhibitions being host-

ed by Katara include ‘Football, 
Fine Art and Collectibles’ ex-
hibition, ‘World Cup Postage 
Stamps’ exhibition, and ‘Sports 
Caricature Exhibition’. This is 
in addition to artistic, musical 
and theatrical shows and herit-
age performances presented at 
the Katara Traditional Dhow 
Festival, which embodies Arab 
maritime heritage.

Besides, the Street Art 
Festival presents a set of vis-
ual activities rich in creativity 
and aesthetic values that di-
rectly reach the hearts of the 
audience.

It’s a unique opportunity 
for artistes to perform freely-  
individually or collectively-  in 
front of thousands of visitors 
and tourists. These include 
open shows that are not limited 
to a specific art, such as free 

drawing, puppet shows, acro-
batics, dancing, singing and 
playing music.

Katara’s exciting per-
formances and exceptional 
atmosphere, which are pre-
sented by the musical foun-
tain shows with their reflec-
tive lights, vibrant colours and 
melody techniques, have also 
been key attractions. These 
happy and special moments 
are captured by the visitors 

through video clips and mem-
orable photographs.

The ‘Photograph Corner’ 
allows World Cup fans to par-
ticipate in an interactive photo 
session that gives them unfor-
gettable moments to cherish 
their visit to Qatar.

The audiences at Katara 
were also treated to the won-
derful international show, 
‘Amazing Bubbles’, held at 
Al-Hikma Square on two days 

in the evening. The show pre-
sented various events per-
formed by a group of artistes 
in distinctive clothes that at-
tracted the attention of chil-
dren and inspired their world 
of imagination. The show was 
also distinguished by a strik-
ing alternation between the 
exciting theatrical perfor-
mance and the enthusiastic 
music with a frequent rhythm, 
serving as a tale.

WC 2022 to be fondly remembered for promoting Arab heritage
It is evident that Doha and 
all Qatari cities have 
embraced the World Cup 
ambiance and welcomed 
fans from all over the world. 
Qatari cities have turned 
into major arenas of all that 
is  related to the World Cup 
2022 and have become a 
stage for all its activities and 
celebrations
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Les Bleus storm into Round of 16 with thrilling win over Denmark
DPA
Doha

Kylian Mbappe scored a brace 
as France ended a title holders’ 
World Cup curse by becoming 
the first team to qualify for the 
knock-out rounds in Qatar with 
a 2-1 victory over Denmark on 
Saturday.

Paris Saint-Germain star 
Mbappe broke the deadlock in 
the 61st minute after a one-two 
with defender Theo Hernandez 
and grabbed an 86th-minute 
winner with a goalmouth volley 
off antoine Griezmann’s cross 
for now three goals at the tour-
nament.

Denmark got a temporary 
equalizer from andreas Chris-
tensen’s header off a corner 
kick in the 68th minute of a 
lively encounter at 974 Stadium 
in Doha.

The three title holders 
ahead of France’s 2018 success 
– italy, Spain and Germany - 
had all gone out in the group 
stage of the next edition.

So had France themselves 
as 1998 champions, their fate 
in 2002 sealed in a 2-0 defeat 
against Denmark who had held 
them 0-0 in 2018 and beaten 
them twice in this year’s na-
tions league.

France, who beat austral-
ia 4-1 in their opener, have a 
maximum six points in Group 
D ahead of their final game 
Wednesday against Tunisia, 
who lost 1-0 to australia from 
Mitch Duke’s stunning 23rd-
minute header earlier in the 
day.

australia have three points 
ahead of their final game against 
Denmark who like Tunisia have 
one, with all three now fighting 
to join France in the knock-outs 
in the group finale.

“i’m very happy with the 
way my players have respond-
ed,” France coach Didier Des-
champs told broadcasters TF1. 

“We are sure to be qualified 
after two games. it brings peace 
of mind.

“We have a strong and solid 
group of players who want to 
do great things.” les Bleus at-
tacked with might from the 
kick-off and Denmark goal-
keeper Kasper Schmeichel 
tipped a dangerous header 
from adrien Rabiot over the bar 
and Jules Kounde had a shot 
blocked by Christensen.

Schmeichel was also on 
his guard against a tight-angle 
effort from Griezmann and 
Mbappe then blazed over, but 
in-between Denmark had their 
first chance with andreas Cor-
nelius shooting wide right.

France finally broke 
through with a fine attacking 

move just after the hour. Mbap-
pe raced down the left, found 
Hernandez who laid the ball 
back to him to fire into the net 
from some eight metres out.

The lead was deserved but 
lasted only seven minutes. The 
Danes won a corner from Chris-
tian Eriksen which was headed 
on at the near post by Joachim 
andersen to Christensen who 
nodded past Hugo 
lloris for 1-1.

Denmark now 
wanted more and 
lloris needed to 
save from Jesper 
lindström while 
on the other 
end aurelien 
Tchouameni’s 
goal-bound 
header went 
wide off 
d e f e n d e r 
J o a k i m 
Maehle, and 
an artistic 
effort from 
Rabiot went 
high.

But France 

finally succeeded when Mbap-
pe snicked behind a defender 
to volley Griezmann’s swinging 
cross home and send les Bleus 
through and join Zinedine Zi-
dane on 31 goals for their coun-
try.

“it’s a great victory,” Griez-
mann said. “We knew it was go-
ing to be a complicated game. 
We had lost twice in the na-
tions league. We did a lot of 
work together. 

“We knew it was going to be 
a tough game.

Everyone made an excep-
tional effort tonight. We 

are very happy.
Denmark de-
fender Vic-

tor nelsson 
said: “Right 
now i’m 

very disap-
pointed with 

the late goal. it 
is unacceptable 

to let in a goal so 
late in the game ... 
We need to win 
over australia on 
Wednesday.” 

France are 
aiming to  

emulate Brazil 
and Italy to win 

consecutive FIFA 
World Cup  

titles

I’m very happy with the way  
my players have responded.  
We are sure to be qualified 
after two games. It brings 

peace of mind.

France coach  
Didier Deschamps

France’s forward Kylian Mbappe celebrates scoring his team’s second goal during the FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 Group D match against Denmark at the Stadium 974 in Doha on Saturday. (aFP)

France’s forward Kylian Mbappe scores his team’s second goal past 
Denmark’s Kasper Schmeichel at Stadium 974 on Saturday. (aFP)

Denmark’s defender #06 Andreas Christensen (2nd-L) scores his team’s 
first goal during the FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 Group D match against 
France at the Stadium 974 in Doha on Saturday. (aFP)

SCORELINE
France  Denmark

2 1
Kylian Mbappe 61’, 86’; Andreas Christensen 68’

MBAPPE MAKES 
DEFENDING CHAMPIONS 
FRANCE ROCK



Agencies 
Doha 

A LioneL Messi-fired and 
inspired Argentina kept them-
selves alive in FiFA World Cup 
Qatar 2022 with a resounding 
2-0 win over Mexico at the 
Lusail stadium on saturday 
night.

After a shock 2-1 loss to 
saudi Arabia in their opening 
match, a defeat would have 
meant Argentina saying good-
bye to the competition before 
the knock-out stages.

But, in a game in which 
both sides lacked goal chances 
and when none of the teams 
looked close to scoring, top 
star Messi came up with a 
spark of brilliance. The seven-
time Ballon d’or winner broke 
the deadlock in the 64th min-
ute after receiving the ball 
from Angel Di Maria outside 
the box and unleashing a pow-
erful strike.

it was then Messi who took 
the corner-kick that ended up 
with enzo Fernandez, who 
curled his effort into the top 
corner for a stunning goal in 
the 87th.

Messi now has as many 
World Cup goals as Argentina 
great Diego Maradona, with 
eight, and only Gabriel Batis-
tuta (10) scored more for the 
Albiceleste at the competition.

“it was a very difficult game, 
Mexico played well,” Messi told 
FiFA after the game. 

“in the second half, we re-
turned to our form, we played 
like Argentina. We’ve made it 
and that’s what matters.” 

Ahead of the crucial game, 
Argentina players asked fans to 

trust them and Messi said that 
“against Poland, they have to 
trust us again. We can’t make 
any mistakes.” 

“We can’t give up now, we 
have only finals ahead,” he said.

The first half saw a com-
bined total of only four efforts 

on goal and the first one came 
from Mexico in the ninth min-
ute. Andres Guardado whipped 
a free-kick and Cesar Montes 
flicked the ball wide of the back 
post. on the brink of half-time, 
Alexis Vegas took a flawless 
free-kick, but Argentina keeper 

emiliano Martinez made a su-
perb defence.

The second half didn’t bring 
any offensive improvements, 
but when none of the teams 
looked close to scoring, Messi 
produced a moment of magic 
to make the breakthrough.

With one touch, he con-
trolled the ball he received 
from Di Maria, and with the 
second, he delivered a mighty 
shot with his left foot, giving 
Mexican keeper Guillermo 
ochoa no chance.

Mexico were not able to be 
a real threat for the equalizer, 
and Fernandez sealed the win 
for Argentina by picking up 
Messi’s corner, leaving a cou-
ple of defenders behind and 
netting a stunner.

MESSI-INSPIRED ARGENTINA 
BEAT MEXICO TO STAY ALIVE
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FIFA experts praise Japan and Saudi Arabia, say football is evolving
Agencies

Doha

The upset wins of Japan 
against Germany and saudi 
Arabia over Argentina at the 
World Cup are no real surprise 
because football is evolving, ac-
cording to a members of FiFA’s 
Technical study Group (TsG) 
at the tournament in Qatar.

Looking at Japan’s win, 
their former coach Alberto 
Zaccheroni told reporters at a 
performance presentation after 
the first round of group games 
on saturday that “football has 
further developed.

“They have improved phys-
ically. Many Japanese play in 
Germany, they are profiting 
from that,” the italian said.

sunday oliseh, a former ni-
geria star who joins Zaccheroni 
and five other former greats 
including Arsene Wenger and 
Jurgen Klinsmann on the TsG, 
labelled saudi Arabia’s success 
over Argentina “the best game 
of their history.” 

The TsG said that five in-
stead of three substitutions - and 
the tournament played in the 
middle of the european season 
and not at the end of it - helped 
teams to press their opponents 
for longer periods in the game 
because players are fresher.

Counter pressing after los-
ing the ball was a key aspect of 
the first 16 games, with Argen-
tina, spain, england, Denmark 
and Germany the teams to get 
back the ball quicker than other 
teams.

The TsG also said that there 
have been far more goals after 

crosses in Qatar after the first 
matchday in all groups than 
four years ago in Russia, with 
14 this time around compared 
to three in 2018.

At the FiFA World Cup 
Qatar 2022, FiFA’s Technical 
study Group (TsG) will pro-
vide cutting-edge analysis of 

all 64 matches. FiFA’s Direc-
tor of Global Football Develop-
ment Arsene Wenger not only 
has a more comprehensive set 
of tools at his disposal than in 
previous tournaments, but he 
also has a team of world foot-
ball experts alongside him.

After the first round of six-

teen group stage matches featur-
ing all 32 participating teams, 
Alberto Zaccheroni was joined 
by sunday oliseh, Faryd Faryd 
Mondragon on and Chris Loxs-
ton, head of FiFA’s Performance 
and Trend Analysis Group at the 
media briefing in Doha. 

Loxston introduced three 

trends that had so far emerged: 
the use of long balls to avoid 
high pressure; counter-press-
ing with multiple players, and 
an increase in the number of 
goals from crosses.

on the first theme, Mon-
dragon emphasised the impor-
tance of the goalkeeper, with 
teams trying to win the ball 
back as high up the field as pos-
sible. 

“The goalkeeper has to 
know how to keep the ball 
away, to avoid all risks,” said 
the former Colombia goalkeep-
er, who played in three FiFA 
World Cups. 

“if you have good players, 
you can immediately launch a 
counter-attack, or an offensive 
action.

“With this trend, we’ve seen 
that the goalkeeper is often in-
volved in starting moves, even 
if we shouldn’t forget his main 
function is to prevent goals. 
But there is a difference be-
tween involving the goalkeeper 
in building from the back and 
asking him to initiate play in a 
situation where the team is fac-
ing high pressure. in this case, 
long balls are necessary. it is up 
to the goalkeeper to interpret 
the situation and decide when 
to play long, or when to build 
from his defence.”

After the first round of sixteen group stage matches featuring all 32 participating teams, Alberto Zaccheroni was joined by Sunday Oliseh, Faryd 
Mondragon and Chris Loxston, Head of FIFA’s Performance and Trend Analysis Group at a media briefing in Doha.

Lionel Messi celebrates on the pitch after Argentina beat Mexico 2-0 in the FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 Group C match at the Lusail Stadium on Saturday night. (aFP)

Argentina’s midfielder Enzo Fernandez fires in his team’s second goal 
against Mexico at the Lusail Stadium on Saturday night. (aFP)

The Messi goal
The assist was supplied by another argentina 
stalwart in the 126-cap angel Di Maria. Messi 
controlled the pass from his long-time oppo, 
roughly 22 yards from goal. Mexico, perhaps not 
fully switched on to the danger, were slow to close 
the seven-times FIFa Ballon d’or winner and how 
they will regret their hesitation.
Mexico goalkeeper Guillermo ochoa was hitherto 
unbeaten in Qatar. The strike, then, needed to be 
true and accurate – and Messi’s crisp shot met 
both criteria, scooting inside ochoa’s left post. 
The unthinkable prospect of Messi’s attempt to 
win a first World Cup going south after two 
matches was banished with one swipe of the 
most famous left foot on the planet.

It was a very difficult 
game, Mexico played well. 
In the second half, we 
returned to our form, we 
played like Argentina. 
We’ve made it and that’s 
what matters. We can’t 
give up now, we have only 
finals ahead.
Lionel Messi

SCORELINE
Argentina  Mexico

2 0
Lionel Messi 64’, Enzo Fernandez 87’



dpa
Doha 

Saudi arabia failed to 
follow up their famous 
win over argentina with 
another scalp as they 

unluckily lost 2-0 to Poland 
in Group C on Saturday, with 
Robert Lewandowski scoring 
his first World Cup goal.

Piotr Zielinski blasted into 
the roof of the net on 39 min-
utes after good work by FiFa 
world player of the year Le-
wandowski, who finally broke 
his duck at age 34 when he 
robbed abdulelah al Malki to 
slot home on 82 minutes.

The Saudis had a chance to 
hit back at 1-0 when Krystian 
Bielik was adjudged to have 
fouled Saleh al Shehri in the 

box on video review.
But Wojciech Szczesny 

expertly saved Salem al daw-
sari’s spot-kick and got straight 
back up to somehow tip over 
Mohammed al Burayk’s shot.

“You have to be efficient but 
we weren’t,” said Saudi coach 
Herve Renard. “But i am very 
proud of my players. We are 
not finished yet.”  

Poland, who drew 0-0 with 
Mexico in their opener, were 
more attacking in their ap-
proach after bringing arkadi-
usz Milik in from the start.

They dropped back in the 
second half but Milik did hit 
the bar with a diving header 
before Lewandowski struck the 
post.

The Saudis, who are seek-
ing only a second qualification 
for the last 16 after 1994, bat-
tled hard and created several 
other good opportunities but 
were slowed down by a series 
of minor injuries in a niggling 
but enthralling game.

Szczesny also got in their 
way more than once, saving 
well with his knees from al 
dawsari in the second half.

Saudi arabia could have be-

come the first team in Qatar to 
secure their spot in the last 16 
with a victory.

Bookmakers would have 
offered big odds on that before 
their surprise 2-1 triumph over 
Lionel Messi’s argentina. in 
truth the Green Falcons were 
good value for at least a draw 
against Poland and will go into 
the final group game with Mex-
ico on Wednesday with hope.

Poland have twice finished 
third at a men’s World Cup but 
have not been to the last 16 
since 1986.

Their record scorer Lewan-
dowski helped his side move 
closer to their dream after 
shrugging off his penalty miss 
against Mexico with a typically 
industrious display, which fi-
nally resulted in a goal at his 

second World Cup.
The emotion of the occa-

sion clearly got to the Barce-
lona star, who had tears in his 
eyes.

“Now he has the goal and 
the assist, that says everything 
about him and his character,” 
Poland right back Matty Cash 
said before hailing his goal-
keeper Szczesny too.

“He showed why he has 
been playing at the top level 
for so long and made the differ-
ence. Simply fantastic.” 

argentina face Mexico later 
on Saturday in the other group 
game, with next opponents Po-
land top on four points for now. 
defeat would mean a shock 
elimination for much-fancied 
argentina.

Poland, who drew 
0-0 with Mexico  
in their opener, 
were more 
attacking in their 
approach after 
bringing  
Arkadiusz Milik  
in from the start

Lewandowski explains emotion of breakthrough World Cup goal
STaTS perform/dpa

Doha 

RoBeRT Lewandowski broke 
his World Cup duck on Sat-
urday and explained his emo-
tional celebration was due to 
the possibility of this being his 
last finals.

This is only Lewandowski’s 
second World Cup with Po-
land, but he is now 34 years 
old and did not score a single 
goal at Russia 2018.

That barren run contin-
ued in the opening match 
against Mexico, in 
which the Barce-
lona forward saw 
a penalty saved.

But Lewan-
dowski assist-
ed Piotr Zie-
l i n s k i ’ s 

s t r i k e 
a g a i n s t 
S a u d i 
a r a -
bia and 
grabbed 
the sec-
ond him-
self in a 
vital 2-0 

win to move 
P o l a n d 
top of 
Group C.

The for-
mer Bayern 

Munich man was clearly over-
come with emotion as he em-
braced his team-mates.

“The older i get, the more 
emotional i get,” Lewandowski 

said. “i’m aware when it comes 
to the World Cup, it might be 
my last one.” 

He added: “When you play 
for the national team, you have 
to focus on the results, but 
some part of my identity also 
wanted me to have good statis-
tics.

“i always wanted to score at 
the World Cup, and this dream 

came true.” Poland coach Cz-
eslaw Michniewicz said of Le-
wandowski’s emotion: “i was 
not surprised, because i know 
how deeply he lived the last 
match.

The whole team supported 
him a lot. Michniewicz added 
“one player will not win the 
match alone,” but that was an 
assessment Herve Renard disa-

greed with, as the Saudi arabia 
coach attributed Poland’s vic-
tory to Wojciech Szczesny.

a penalty save from Salem 
al-dawsari at 1-0 kept Poland 
in front in a game Saudi arabia 
controlled for long periods.

despite the result, Renard 
is not giving up hope, saying: 
“We are still alive, so we’ll play 
until the last second of our 
World Cup. if that’s next time 
or another time, we won’t give 
up.” Saudi arabia are second 
in the pool, a point behind Po-
land, ahead of argentina play-
ing Mexico later on Saturday.
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Poland’s forward Robert 
Lewandowski celebrates 
scoring during the match 
against Saudi Arabia on 
Saturday. (aFP)

 The older I get, the 
more emotional I get. When 
you play for the national 
team, you have to focus on 
the results, but some part 
of my identity also wanted 
me to have good statistics. 
I always wanted to score at 
the World Cup, and this 
dream came true.

ROBERT LEWANDOWSKI

 Group C  p  W  D   L GF  GA  GD  pts

poland 2 1 1 0 2 0 2 4

Argentina 2 1 0 1 2 1 1 3

Saudi  2 1 0 1 2 3 -1 3

Mexico 2 0 1 1 0 2 -2 1

Poland’s defender Matthew Cash 
blocks Saudi Arabia’s forward Fi-
ras Al Buraikan’s shot during their 
FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 Group 
C match played at the Education 
City Stadium on Saturday. (aFP)

SCorELINE
poland Saudi Arabia

2 0
Piotr Zielinski 39’,
Robert Lewandowski 82’

 He showed why he has 
been playing at the top level for 
so long and made the 
difference. Simply fantastic.

Poland’s Matty Cash hailing 
Poaland goalkeeper  
Szczesny

saudi arabia 
denied by CLiniCaL

PoLand

Poland’s Robert Lewandowski scores his team’s second goal past Saudi Arabia’s goalkeeper Mohammed Al 
Owais at the Education City Stadium on Saturday. (aFP)
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Which side needs what to qualify? Permutations explained

Who needs what to 
make it through to 
the Round of 16 at 
the FIFA World Cup 

Qatar 2022? And who could 
soon be on their way home?
FIFA+ analyses key scenarios 
going forward.

Group A
Ecuador-Senegal (29 November, 
18:00 local time)
Netherlands-Qatar (29 Novem-
ber, 18:00 local time)
Netherlands need to win or 
draw to qualify. They will still 
qualify if they lose, provided 
Ecuador beat Senegal.
Ecuador need to win or draw to 
qualify. They remain in conten-
tion to qualify if they lose and 
Qatar beat Netherlands.
Senegal need to win to qualify 
but remain in contention if they 
draw and Qatar beat Nether-
lands.
Qatar are eliminated.

Group B
Wales-England (29 November, 
22:00 local time)
IR Iran-USA (29 November, 
22:00 local time)
England will qualify with a win 
or draw.
Depending on goal difference, 
the Three Lions could also 
make it through in defeat.
Wales must win to have any 
chance of progressing.
IR Iran are guaranteed to pro-
gress if they beat USA.
A draw will also take the Irani-
ans through provided Wales do 
not beat England (in which case 

goal difference will come into 
play).
For USA, it’s simple: win and 
they are through. Lose or draw 
and they will be heading home.

Group C
Poland-Saudi Arabia (26 Novem-
ber, 16:00 local time) 
Argentina-Mexico(26 November, 
22:00 local time) 
Argentina stay in contention.
Poland top group after win over 
Saudi Arabia.
Saudi Arabia are at third place 
with three points.
Mexico with a draw and one 
loss also stay alive. 

Group D
Tunisia-Australia (26 November, 
13:00 local time) 
France-Denmark (26 November, 
19:00 local time) 
A win would see France into the 
Round of 16.
A defeat would knock Australia 
out.
Denmark and Tunisia can nei-
ther qualify nor be eliminated 
on Matchday 2.
Group E
Spain-Germany(27 November, 
22:00 local time)
Japan-Costa Rica (27 Novem-
ber, 13:00 local time)
A win would see Spain through 

if Costa Rica fail to win against 
Japan.
A win would send Japan through 
if Germany fail to win against 
Spain.
If Germany lose, they would 
no longer be able to qualify if 
Costa Rica fail to win against 
Japan.
If Costa Rica lose, they would 
no longer be able to qualify 
if Germany fail to win against 
Spain.

Group F
Belgium-Morocco (27 Novem-
ber, 16:00 local time)
Croatia-Canada (27 November, 

19:00 local time) 
A win would see Belgium into 
the Round of 16.
A defeat would send Canada 
out.
Morocco and Croatia can nei-
ther qualify nor be eliminated 
on Matchday 2.  

Group G
Cameroon-Serbia (28 Novem-
ber, 13:00 local time)
Brazil-Switzerland(28 November, 
19:00 local time)
A defeat would knock Serbia 
out if Brazil fail to win against 
Switzerland.
A win would Brazil see through 

if Cameroon fail to win against 
Serbia.
A defeat would knock Cameroon 
out if Switzerland fail to win 
against Brazil.
A win would see Switzerland 
through if Serbia fail to win 
against Cameroon.

Group H
Korea Republic-Ghana (28 No-
vember, 16:00 local time)
Portugal-Uruguay (28 November, 
22:00 local time)
A win would see Portugal into 
the Round of 16.
A defeat would put Ghana out.
Uruguay and Korea Republic 
can neither qualify nor be elimi-
nated on Matchday 2.

Tiebreaker information
If two or more teams in the 
same group are equal on 
points after the completion of 
the group stage, the following 
criteria, in the order below, shall 
be applied to determine the 
ranking:
• Step 1:
(a) greatest number of points 
obtained in all group matches;
(b) superior goal difference in 
all group matches;
(c) greatest number of goals 
scored in all group matches.

• Step 2:
If two or more teams in the 
same group are equal on 
the basis of the above three 
criteria, their rankings will be 
determined as follows:
(d) greatest number of points 
obtained in the group matches 
between the teams concerned;
(e) superior goal difference 
resulting from the group 
matches between the teams 
concerned;
(f) greatest number of goals 
scored in all group matches 
between the teams concerned;
(g) highest team conduct score 
relating to the number of yel-
low and red cards obtained;
(h) drawing of lots by FIFA.

Lionel Messi’s Argentina may still need to do more ---- to ensure progress into the Round of 16 at FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022. (AFP)

France have qualified; 
Portugal, Belgium, Saudi 
Arabia and England are 
all well placed to 
advance

A defeat for Germany 
against Spain would all 
but eliminate the 2014 
champions

STATS Perform/dPA/TNN
DohA

Diego Maradona should have 
a day of celebration dedicated 
to him at every World Cup, ac-
cording to FiFA president gi-
anni infantino.

The iconic Argentinian died 
at the age of 60 on November 
25, 2020 after suffering a car-
diac arrest.

Paying tribute during the 
Qatar World Cup at an event to 
mark the second anniversary 
of Maradona’s death, infan-
tino said the mercurial figure 
should be remembered at each 
subsequent tournament for his 
significant impact on football.

“Diego is immortal, he is 

with us,” infantino said. “We 
not only need to pay tribute 
but to celebrate also Diego. i 
would like that from now on, 
at every World Cup we would 
take one day to celebrate Diego 
Armando Maradona, because 
he made so many people fall in 
love with our sport, football.

“i am italian and an inter 
supporter. i am not Argentin-
ian nor a Napoli supporter, and 
of course Diego made inter and 
italy cry many times, but we 
love him.

“i am proud because after 
our arrival to football, mine 
and Alejandro [Dominguez, 
CoNMeBoL president], Diego 
came back to be with us at the 
World Cup in Russia, and per-

sonally i had the chance to 
speak to him many times and 
start a friendship, and it was 
then when i realized his depth.

“Diego was a great leader 
in Argentina, South America 
and in all the world. We need 
to keep celebrating him. i feel 

great emotion, we would have 
liked him to be here at this 
World Cup, but he is in all our 
hearts.” 

At Argentina’s press con-
ference ahead of their crucial 
group C encounter with Mex-
ico, head coach Lionel Scaloni 

also acknowledged the anni-
versary of Maradona’s death, 
saying: “it’s a very sad day for 
everyone, tomorrow we will 
hope to bring some joy for Die-
go if he is looking down on us.

“every time we see an image 
of him, it’s unbelievable that 
he’s not here with us. Tomor-
row hopefully will be a happy 
day for all of us.” 

The Albiceleste were sur-
prisingly beaten 2-1 in their 
opening World Cup clash 
against Saudi Arabia, and 
striker Lautaro Martinez reiter-
ated Scaloni’s comment that he 
and his team-mates will look to 
honour Maradona by securing 
a better result against Mexico.

“This is a very special day,” 

the inter forward said. “We 
have him in our minds as Ar-
gentinians but he was a very 
important player for everyone 
in global football, not just us.

Meanwhile, hordes of Ar-
gentina fans in Qatar were seen 
observing Maradona’s second 
death anniversary wearing 
Maradona t-shirts and unveil-
ing Maradona life-size banners 
through the day. They also sang 
and danced in Maradona’s re-
membrance late into the night 
at several places in Doha.

“Argentina will emerge 
stronger in the next game and 
the great Maradona’s blessings 
will be with our team,” said and 
Argentinian fan from among one 
of the many visiting groups.

EvEry World Cup should havE a 
Maradona day: FIFa ChIEF InFantIno

Fans of Argentina’s Diego Maradona cheer as they pay tribute on the second anniversary of Maradona’s death at 
a fan zone devoted to the Argentine at Doha’s international airport on Friday. Maradona died of a heart attack on 
November 25, 2020 at the age of 60, setting off a wave of deep mourning across the football world. (AFP)

 Diego is immortal, he is with us. We not only 
need to pay tribute but to celebrate also Diego. I 
would like that from now on, at every World Cup 
we would take one day to celebrate Diego 
Armando Maradona, because he made so many 
people fall in love with our sport, football.
FIFA President Gianni Infantino

FIFA President Gianni Infantino talks during a tribute ceremony to late football star Diego Maradona on the 2nd an-
niversary of his death at the Conmebol fan zone “Tree of dreams” during the FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 in Doha, 
on Friday. The ceremony was attended by fomer Argentine World Champions of the World Cup ‘78 and ‘86. (AFP)
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Tunisia now need a must-win against France
Khalid Tawalbeh

DOHA

AustrAliA scored a dif-
ficult victory against tuni-
sia in the second round of 
the group stage in the FiFA 
World Cup Qatar 2022 at the 
Education City stadium on 
saturday. 

the win for the socceroos 
was only its third victory at 
the World Cup, the first com-
ing against Japan in 2006 
World Cup and the second 
against serbia four years 
later.

tunisia did not look the 
same side which managed a 
goalless draw against Den-
mark in the first round. Con-
fusion and inability to take 
possession of the ball charac-
terised the first few minutes 
of the game with the defend-

ers committing mistakes, 
making the Australians ap-
pear a better and stronger 
set of players, especially in 
duels.

the Australians avenged 
their loss to tunisia (2-0) at 
the Confederations Cup in 
2005, taking their tally to 3 
points which has put them 
in second place Group D. 
tunisia is in third place with 
a lone point ahead of the 
France-Denmark encounter.

Mitchell Duke, the striker 
of the Australian national 
team, managed to score the 
only goal of the match in the 
23rd minute, after a brilliant 

cross from Aziz Behich.
the tunisians tried to 

equalise more than once, 
the first time by Mohamed 
Drager in the 40th minute af-
ter a pass from Essam Jebali 
which was eventually defend-
ed by their opponents. in the 
second attempt, Youssef Ma-
sakni failed to convert a cross 
from Essam Jebali. 

the third attempt was 
in the 65th minute, when 
Youssef Msakni took a pow-
erful shot from outside the 
penalty area. in the 85th 
minute, Montaser talbi 
tried again from outside the 
penalty area, only to be put 
away by goalkeeper Matthew 
ryan.

After this game, tunisia 
will need a must-win against 
France for an outside chance 
to qualify for the round of 16.

Mitchell Duke sends a 
clever feathered header 
on Craig Goodwin’s  
deflected cross....

... the ball brushes past 
the hand of Tunisia’s  
Aymen Dahmen...

... and finds the back of 
the net to plunge the 
Tunisia fans in despair

A Tunisia fan in disbelief at Al Janoub 
Stadium in Al Wakrah on Saturday. 
(AFP)

Duke special 
for australia

Heartbreak for tunisia

DPA
Al WAkrAh

Mitch Duke’s superb header 
breathed life into Australia’s World 
cup campaign and sealed a 1-0 win 
over tunisia in their second Group 
D game on Saturday.

Duke headed in a deflected cross 
with aplomb on 23 minutes, cleverly 
flicking the ball into the far corner.

“i’m going to start crying be-
cause it is such a big moment,” Duke 
said. “We try to not get caught up 
it in though because the job is not 
done. honestly it’s the best moment 
in my life, in my football career.

“We’ve made so many sacrifices 
to be here. A huge shift by the lads.

it is time to make more history 
for Australia.” Australia lost their 
opener 4-1 to holders France but 
have now given themselves a chance 
of reaching the last 16 for only the 
second time when they take on Den-
mark on Wednesday. France meet 
the Danes later Saturday.

Right back Fran Karacic started 
in place of the injured Nathaniel At-
kinson for the Socceroos while Naim 
Sliti was the only new name in the 
tunisia team from the opening 0-0 
draw with Denmark.

the North Africans got forward 
occasionally, with Mohamed Dräger 

having an effort superbly blocked by 
the relentless harry Souttar before 
being replaced at the break.

A change in formation made the 
Eagles of carthage more of a threat, 
but they now risk going out given 
their final group game is against 
France.

tunisia have never escaped the 
group stage at a World cup.

Australia midfielder Aaron 
Mooy popped up everywhere in a 
commanding performance and went 
close with rasping drive in the sec-
ond half as their opponents left gaps 
at the back.

tunisia kept pushing until the 
end but without creating a really 
good opportunity.

it was just a third World cup 
win and first since 2010 for Graham 
Arnold’s side, who would have been 
out with a defeat. Australia reached 
the last 16 only once in 2006 and 
produced just one previous World 
cup clean sheet in 1974.

“i’m just hugely proud of the 
boys. they’ve shown that great Aus-
sie fighting spirit tonight,” Arnold 
said before adding a note of caution 
with last 16 qualification still on the 
line.

“i said to the boys, yes we have 
achieved one win but it means noth-
ing.”

now focus on denmark: australia boss arnold
STaTS Perform/dPa

Al-WAkrAH

CoACh Graham Arnold wants 
his Australia players to swiftly 
forget their 1-0 World Cup win 
over tunisia and turn their at-
tention to securing qualifica-
tion for the knockout stage 
against Denmark.

Mitchell Duke scored the 
only goal, glancing home Craig 
Goodwin’s deflected cross in 
the 23rd minute, before the 
socceroos withstood some con-
certed tunisia pressure to se-
cure their first win at a World 
Cup in 12 years and first clean 
sheet since 1974.

the win moves Australia 
on to three points and with re-
newed hope of advancing out of 
Group D. Next up on Wednes-
day is a clash with the Danes 
and that has already become 
the focus of Arnold’s attention.

Asked about his approach 
to that game, he said: “We’ve 
got to see what the result is 
tonight [between France and 
Denmark] but nothing will 
change, we’ll focus on ourselves 
and getting ourselves right.

“i am very proud but we’ve 

achieved nothing. We can talk 
after about one win and that it 
hasn’t been done for 12 years 
and all that stuff.

“We are here to go as far 
as we can go. i don’t want the 
players sitting up all night look-
ing at social media, we need 
to recover well and get ready 
for Denmark.” the goal was 
a special moment for Duke 
and he celebrated by making 
a J sign with his fingers to son 
Jaxson, who was watching on 
from the stands. television im-

ages showed his son replying in 
kind.

Duke said: “i spoke to my 
son and told him i was go-
ing to score - you have to have 
that belief that you are going to 
score in every match.

i told my son that i was go-
ing to share that moment with 
him.” the 31-year-old, who 
plays in Japan with second di-
vision side Fagiano okayama, 
was reunited with Jaxson and 
daughter Chloe at the start of 
November and admitted it was 

difficult being apart from his 
family.

“Definitely, when the final 
whistle went and i was inter-
viewed by tV, i was trying to 
hold back the tears,” he added. 
“i have been on my own a lot 
over the last couple of years 
and there has been a lot of sac-
rifice. it’s the best feeling in the 
world.” tunisia must now beat 
defending champions France 
on Wednesday and hope other 
results go their way if they are 
to go through.

Coach Jalel Kadri be-
moaned his side’s lack of cut-
ting edge but insisted all was 
not lost.

he said: “During the first 
half, we did not perform the 
way we wanted to, Australia led 
us into playing a style we did 
not like.

“they dominated the game, 
created one chance and scored 
and unfortunately we could not 
equalize. We changed tactics 
two or three times in the sec-
ond half and created four or 
five chances but we were not 
clinical enough. they were very 
efficient in converting their 
chance.”

Australia’s coach Graham Arnold addresses a press conference in Doha 
on Saturday. (AFP)

Tunisia did not look the 
same side which managed 
a goalless draw against 
Denmark in the first round

australia 
record a 
crucial win 
– their first 
in the World 
Cup since 
2010 – to 
keep their  
qualification 
chances 
alive

 Group D  p  W  D   L GF  GA  GD  pts

France 2 2 0 0 6 2 4 6

Australia 2 1 1 1 2 4 -2 3

Denmark 2 0 1 1 1 2 -1 1

Tunisia 2 0 1 1 0 1 -1 1

The  
unreal 
header

AustraliaTunisia

SCorELINE

10
Mitch Duke 23’



dpa
doha

Cristiano ronaldo has been 
touted as a “total genius” for 
winning Portugal’s controver-
sial penalty in the 3-2 victory 
over Ghana in the World Cup 
by a FiFa member.

the 37-year-old tucked 
home Portugal’s opening goal 
from the spot to become the 
first player to score in five sepa-
rate World Cup tournaments, 
though the decision to award 
the penalty left Ghana furious.

However, a FiFa member 
has suggested that the award-
ing of the penalty was down to 
the play of ronaldo, who was 
deemed to have been fouled by 
Ghana’s Mohammed salisu.

in a briefing in Doha, 
FiFa technical study group 
(tsG) member sunday oliseh 
declared forwards were “get-
ting smarter” and believes it 
was ronaldo’s intelligence 
that led to the awarding of the 

spot-kick.
“Maybe the strikers are get-

ting smarter?” he said, per the 
BBC.

“the ronaldo penalty, peo-
ple can say what they want 
about him, but the smartness 
to wait for that second, to touch 
the ball, continue his leg and 
then get the contact. that is to-
tal genius.

“Let’s give strikers the com-
pliment for getting smarter. 
Var is also a major reason 
why this [more penalties being 
awarded] is happening.

referees can look at it three 
or four times.” nine penal-
ties have been awarded in the 
first 20 games of the World 
Cup, seven of which have been 
scored - the exceptions being 
Poland’s robert Lewandowski 
and Canada’s alphonso Davies.

that figure is on track to 
beat the total number of penal-
ties at the 2018 World Cup in 
russia, where 20 were awarded 
across the 64 matches.

Stalwart Busquets joins elite World Cup club

Ronaldo a ‘total 
genius’ for winning 
Portugal penalty  
against Ghana: FIFA

fifa.com

as sergio Busquets trotted on to the 
turf of Qatar’s al thumama stadium 
against Costa rica on Wednesday, he 
joined an exclusive FiFa World Cup 
club. the spain midfielder became 
just the eighth player in the history 
of this tournament to lift the trophy 
and return to play at the finals fully 
12 years later.

the 36-year-old, who continues to 
dummy and dictate at the base of La 
roja’s engine room, joins some true 
legends in achieving this distinction.

Thierry Henry (France)
Until this week, France’s joint all-

time record scorer was the most re-
cent inductee into the club. a former 
team-mate of Busquets at Barcelona, 
Henry tasted World Cup glory with 
France on home soil back in 1998 
– scoring three times as Les Bleus 
lifted the trophy.

He returned to the global stage 
in 2002 and 2006 before captaining 

raymond Domenech’s side in south 
africa 2010 as France crashed out at 
the group stage.

Cafu & Ronaldo (Brazil)
When Brazil successfully hunt-

ed down their fourth World Cup 
in 1994, the likes of romario, Be-
beto and Dunga were joined by two 
emerging stars in the shape of Cafu 
and a 17-year-old ronaldo.

the pair played supporting 
roles in the Usa but starred in 1998 
and 2002 as the south americans 
reached three consecutive finals, 
winning the showpiece match in Ja-
pan/Korea thanks to a brace from o 
Fenômeno.

they returned for a last hurrah at 
Germany 2006, with Cafu captain-
ing the side and ronaldo leading the 
line, but were edged out by France in 
the quarter-finals.

the adidas Golden Boot was first 
awarded to the top goalscorer of the 
tournament in 1982 under the name 
Golden shoe. it was renamed Golden 

Boot in 2010. runners-up are award-
ed the adidas silver Boot and adidas 
Bronze Boot awards respectively.

Franco Baresi and Dan-
iele Massaro (Italy)

italy took a stellar squad to spain 
’82, headlined by veteran goalkeeper 

Dino Zoff and master goal scorer Pao-
lo rossi. But among these established 
superstars were the fresh faces of 
Franco Baresi and Daniele Massaro.

Gli azzurri defeated Germany in 
the showpiece match and the pair 
would enjoy trophy-laden careers 
with aC Milan thereafter before 
heading to Usa ’94 as integral parts 
of another star-studded italian side. 
But their national careers wouldn’t 
end as well as they began, with the 
pair both missing penalties in the 
shootout – along with roberto Bag-
gio – on that fateful day in Pasadena.

Pele (Brazil)
at sweden 1958, the world wit-

nessed its first glimpse of the super-
natural teenager Edson arantes do 
nascimento – better known as Pele. 
the 17-year-old Brazilian scooped 
the Best Young Player award, as 
well as the Jules rimet trophy, after 
scoring a brace in the final.

Brazil repeated the feat in 1962, 

but Pele vowed never to play at the 
finals again after the seleção crashed 
out of the 1966 tournament, only to 
change his mind ahead of Mexico 
1970 and return for a final swansong. 
there, he claimed his third and final 
World Cup to become the first, and 
only, player to win the tournament 
three times - and twelve years apart.

William Martinez  
(Uruguay)

the club’s founding member was 
William Martinez, a Uruguayan de-
fender who won trophies aplenty in 
his homeland and took that golden 
touch to the national side at Brazil 
1950.

He may not have entered the 
field as La Celeste won their second 
World Cup, the first to be decided by 
a ‘round-robin’ format, but he took 
part in Chile 1962 as the wise head 
of Juan Corazzo’s squad, when the 
south americans fell at the group 
stage.

Sergio Busquets (left) 

Wales’ progress 
hangs by a thread

Khalid Tawalbeh
doha

aFtEr a listless performance 
against iran losing 0-2 to iran, 
Wales captain and the former 
real Madrid striker Gareth 
Bale said he did not want to 
dwell on the defeat much be-
cause time does not allow it. 

the Welsh take on the Eng-
lish in the Group B match on 
Wednesday with their chanc-
es of progressing to the next 
round hanging by a thread.

“We did not understand 
what happened, but in the end 
it cannot be said that we are 
satisfied with the level at which 
we played,” Bale said, adding 
his team were feeling frustrat-
ed after the loss to iran at the 
ahmed Bin ali stadium.

“We apologize to the fans 

who were present at the stadi-
um and those who were watch-
ing on the  screens in Wales 
and all over the world,” he said.

“What happened can only 
be described as very disap-
pointing. We played with a 
high spirit throughout the first 
half … i don’t know what hap-
pened in the last minutes.”

iran collected three pre-

cious points to temporarily 
occupy the second place in the 
group behind England on goal 
difference, ahead of England’s 
match against the United 
states. Wales have a lone point.

Wales goalkeeper Hennis 
Wayne received a red card in 
the 86th minute after a clash 
with iranian striker Mehdi 
taremi.

after several attempts, iran 
scored their first goal with a 
powerful shot from substitute 
defender rouzbeh Cheshmi in 
the eighth minute of extra time 
in the second half. a quick sec-
ond counter-attack ensued in 
the eleventh minute with ram-
in rezaian coming up trumps.

iran had lost their first 
match to England by six goals 
to two, its biggest loss in the 
history of the World Cup, while 

Wales tied with the Usa, both 
scoring a goal each.

iran’s starting lineup did 
not include goalkeeper alireza 
Beiranvand who suffered a 
concussion during their match 
against England. 

He was ruled out of the 
match according to FiFa pro-
tocol followed in the event of 
any player suffering a concus-
sion. Manager Carlos Queiroz 
fielded syed Hossein Hosseini 
in alireza’s place. He also made 
other changes to the squad, 
notably including Bayer Lev-
erkusen striker sardar azmoun 
at the expense of Feyenoord 
rotterdam player alireza Ja-
hanbakhsh.

rouzbeh Cheshmi said it 
was “the solidarity between the 
team members” that helped 
them win the game.

Iran’s defender Morteza Pouraliganji (left) fights for the ball with Wales’ forward Gareth Bale during the Qatar 2022 World Cup Group B football 
match at the Ahmad Bin Ali Stadium on Friday. (aFP)
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We did not understand what 
happened, but in the end it 
cannot be said that we are 
satisfied with the level at 
which we played
– Gareth Bale

Portugal’s forward Cristiano Ronaldo collides with Ghana’s goalkeeper 
Lawrence Ati Zigi during the Qatar 2022 World Cup Group H football 
match between Portugal and Ghana at Stadium 974 recently. (aFP)

doha: Netherlands World Cup captain Virgil van dijk hit back at stiff 
criticism from dutch great Marco van Basten, retorting: “I don’t think 
he’s ever positive.” a World Cup draw against Ecuador on Friday was 
not a result the Netherlands were looking for, with the 1-1 outcome 
meaning Louis van Gaal’s team missed a chance to nail down a last-
16 place with a game to spare.

Late goals earned them victory over Senegal on matchday one, 
and the dutch should have no trouble in getting a point against 
eliminated hosts Qatar next Tuesday to make sure of a spot in the 
knock-out rounds. 

But letting Cody Gakpo’s sixth-minute opener against Ecuador be 
cancelled out by Enner Valencia’s leveller early in the second half left 
former striker Van Basten unimpressed, particularly with the oranje 
skipper. (dpa)

Dutch captain Van Dijk snaps back after Van 
Basten jibe

 Quick read
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Tribune news neTwork
Tangier (Morocco)

Recommitted to the posi-
tive values of sport, two Am-
bassadors of Save the dream, 
Sheikh Fahad Al thani, and 
Nuno delgado, called on youth 
leaders from the islamic World 
to use the power of sport to 
promote peace, tolerance, and 
inter-cultural dialogue.

this took place during the 
second edition of the Leader-
ship training in Peace and 
Security (LtiPS) Programme 
organized in tangier, mo-
rocco, from 24-26 November 
by the educational, Scientific 
and cultural organization 
(iceSco), at the presence of 
over 150 youth leaders and 
peace ambassadors.

Sheikh Fahad Bin Khalid 
Al thani, the first professional 
boxer in the history of Qatar 

and President of the Qatar Box-
ing Federation, said: “Since 
childhood, muhammad Ali has 
represented a great source of 
inspiration. His example has 
provided me with a constant 
guidance to overcome obstacles 
and break down barriers.  

“it all starts by believing in 
yourself. then, sport will make 
the difference and accompany 
you across different phases of 
your life.”

A judoka who won Por-

tugal’s first medal at the at 
the 2000 Summer olympics, 
in Sydney, Australia, Nuno 
delgado, said: ”Sport has the 
unique power to break down 
barriers of all kinds – geo-
graphical, political, religious 
and cultural. 

“i believe in the capacity of 
sport to generate opportuni-
ties where there is despair and 
to foster a new generation of 
leaders inspired by its values.”

in the same hours, another 

sport legend, tegla Loroupe, 
took part on behalf of Save the 
dream in the Podcast series 
“Power of the Pitch”, as a part of 
the “Going to extremes” Podcast 
produced by the doha-based 
UNoct’s international Hub on 
Behavioural insights to counter 
terrorism (Bi Hub).

Loroupe, a former mara-
thon world record-holder, who 
led the ioc Refugee olympic 
team to the olympic Games 
Rio 2016, shared her personal 
experience as an athlete and 
peace-maker.  

“As ceo of Save the dream, 
i feel so proud to see our Am-
bassadors, such important ath-
letes and professionals, talking 
on our behalf as a movement of 
people and organizations who 
believe in the power of sport to 
build more fair and inclusive 
societies,” massimiliano mon-
tanari said.

Youth Leadership Forum: ‘Save the Dream’ ambassadors 
Sheikh Fahad, Delgado emphasize on inter-cultural dialogue

Sheikh Fahad Al 
Thani, president of Qa-
tar Boxing Federation.

Tegla Loroupe, a for-
mer marathon world 
record-holder.

Judoka Nuno Delgado, 
who won Portugal’s 1st 
medal at 2000 Olympics.

The Ibrahim Saeed Al Malki-trained Silaiyli was ridden to victory by jockey Faleh Bughanaim to claim the Al Rakayat Cup (Thoroughbred Handicap 
75-95) in the 2nd Al Uqda Meeting of the Qatar Racing & Equestrian Club (QREC) at Al Uqda Racecourse on Saturday.

AL rAKAYAt CUP For SILAIYLI  

Queiroz hails Iran players’ 
mental resilience

AFC
Doha

iRAN head coach carlos Quei-
roz praised his team’s mental 
resilience after their 2-0 win 
over Wales in Group B of the 
FiFA World cup Qatar 2022 
on Friday.

Stoppage time goals by 
Rouzbeh cheshmi and Ramin 
Rezaeian saw iran bounce back 
fabulously from their opening 
6-2 defeat to england.

the win means a draw for 
iran against the United States 
on tuesday will  seal their place 
in the knockout stage for the 
first time with the Americans 
on two points following their 
goalless stalemate with eng-
land on Friday. 

“i think it was a wonderful 
day for us - we’re back to foot-
ball and i don’t have the words 
to say thank you to our play-
ers,” said Queiroz, who is lead-
ing iran at a third straight FiFA 
World cup.

“this was an opportunity to 
rebound... to get back to cred-
ibility, to show the football we 
have inside our souls and in 
our minds.”

cheshmi, whose goal in the 
98th minute sparked scenes of 
delirium among the iran play-
ers, said the “solidarity” of the 
team enabled them to win.

Rezaeian scored three min-
utes later to make sure of the 
three points and spark celebra-
tions on and off the pitch at the 
Ahmad bin Ali Stadium.

Iran’s Portuguese coach Carlos Queiroz on Friday. (aFP)

AFC
Doha

QAtAR head coach Felix 
Sanchez described the 
FiFA World cup 2022 
as a ‘great World cup’ 
in the wake of his side’s 
3-1 loss against Sen-
egal - and subsequent 
elimination - in Group 
A at Al thumama Sta-
dium.

mohammed 
muntari scored 
Qatar’s first 
ever goal in the 
tournament, but 
it proved to be 
the only bright 

light with each of Boulaye dia, 
Famara diedhiou and Bamba 
dieng all striking as the Afri-
can champions came out with 
the win, although they had to 
withstand a barrage of Qatari 
attacks when they were 2-0 up.

Qatar’s elimination was 
confirmed later on Friday 
following a 1-1 draw be-
tween Netherlands and 
ecuador. 

“We are aware of how 
tough this competition is, we wanted to go far but we have 

some limitations in our coun-
try,” said Sanchez., who led Qa-
tar to the 2019 AFc Asian cup 
title. 

“We play in a local league, 
but we have made a great ef-

fort. expectations were to give 
good performances and or-
ganise a good World cup. We 
wanted to show what we can 
do on the pitch. most of the op-
ponents are ahead of us but the 
players performed very well. 
Some moments we managed to 
compete.”

Qatar made a nervy start to 
the tournament in an opening-
day defeat to ecuador but put 
up more of a fight against Sen-
egal.

the hosts refused to lie 
down when Senegal scored 
either side of half-time and 
pulled a goal back through sub-
stitute muntari to set up a dra-
matic finale.

Senegal nipped the come-
back in the bud with a third 
goal six minutes later, but 
Sanchez was pleased with his 
team’s fighting spirit.“We want 
this to be a great World cup at 
all levels. that’s what we are 
experiencing – a great World 
cup, full stadiums and good 
matches. We are very happy 
with the attendance. i think 
they really supported us and 
we’re very proud of our fans 
who came here to show their 
support through the game.

“it’s our first World cup 
participation. if we could take 
part in it again, great.”

With a tie pitting Qatar 
against the Netherlands com-

ing up on tuesday, a game 
which will be Qatar’s first FiFA 
World cup test against eu-
ropean opposition, Sanchez 
remained optimistic that his 
team can still deliver.

“We have a very tough game 
ahead of us,” Sanchez said. “We 
intend to be competitive. We 
cannot miss a chance like this 
to play against the Netherlands, 
so our plan, the goal is to play a 
good game. We will be facing a 
team that hopes to go far in the 
World cup. the key here is this 
country has a goal in mind. the 
World cup will finish, but foot-
ball will continue here.

“We want to keep develop-
ing talent, keep competing.” 

SAnChEz: QAtAr wILL ContInUE 
to ProGrESS dESPItE ExIt

 We wanted to show 
what we can do on the pitch. 
Most of the opponents are 
ahead of us but the players 
performed very well. Some 
moments we managed to 
compete.

Qatar coach Felix Sanchez

Qatar’s Spanish coach 
Felix Sanchez during the 
FIFA World Cup Qatar 
2022 Group A match 
against Senegal. 

Qatar’s forward Mohammed Muntari (L) celebrates 
with defender Pedro Miguel after scoring his team’s 
first goal during the FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 Group 
A match against Senegal at the Al Thumama Stadium 
in Doha on Friday. (AFP)



Qatar 2022: 
Something 
for everyone
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dpa 
London

Japan boss Hajime Mori-
yasu encouraged his players 
to quickly “forget” their open-
ing win against Germany and 
focus on Sunday’s Group E 
encounter with Costa Rica.

Wednesday’s victory was 
one of the most surprising 
results from the first round 
of group-stage games, with 
Japan upsetting the four-time 
World Cup winners 2-1.

While Moriyasu repeated 
his view that the match was 
an “historic victory” for Ja-
pan, he insisted now was not 
the time for reminiscing.

He said: “[Germany] is 
one of the best powerhouses 
in the football community, 
so I consider that this is an 
achievement of Japan and our 
players were wonderful, so 
I’m really proud of them play-
ing like that.

“However, the win doesn’t 
really promise a win for us 
tomorrow and our opponents 
are different, so of course we 
need to play differently, oth-
erwise we won’t win. 

“The past achievement 
needs to be forgotten, as 
there’s no time for compla-
cency and we will focus on to-
morrow’s match.” 

Japan are hoping to ad-
vance to the round of 16 for 
the fourth time in seven ap-
pearances in the World Cup 
finals. Their best ever finish 
was ninth, in both 2002 and 
2010.

Moriyasu revealed Japan 
“wants to build its own style 
by also learning from other 
countries”, and their most 
influential teachers may well 
be the country they beat on 
Wednesday as seven mem-
bers of the Samurai Blue play 
in the Bundesliga, while ao 
Tanaka plies his trade in the 
German second tier.

Costa Rica, meanwhile, 
are looking to regroup after 
Spain handed them a heavy 
7-0 defeat in their opener and 
face an uphill - though not 
mathematically impossible - 

battle to advance.
Former arsenal forward 

Joel Campbell said: “as long 
as we have the possibility to 
progress we will need to leave 
everything on the 
pitch.

“It won’t 
be easy of 
course, but 
we are very 
excited be-
cause we can 
still progress 
to the next 
phase and we 
need to fight 
for that. We will 
bring our a-game 
tomorrow.”

Japan are hoping to advance to the round of 16 for the fourth time in seven appearances in the World Cup finals

Moriyasu wants no complacency 
from Japan against Costa Rica

Japan’s sakai a doubt for Costa rica clash
dpa
doha 

Japan full back Hiroki Sakai is still suffering 
from a thigh problem and is a doubt for Sunday’s 
World Cup game against Costa Rica.

Japan beat Germany in their Group E opener 
and now have the chance to seal last 16 qualifi-
cation if results go their way. “I don’t feel that 
bad, but the final decision has to be made by the 
coach. I will talk to the coach, the team and the 
doctor,” Sakai said. He added that he wanted to 
play, but “an injury is an injury.” Sakai was sub-
stituted in the 75th minute against the Germans.

Group E: Japan vs Costa riCa (1pm) at ahmad Bin ali stadium 

Costa Rica’s Colombian coach Luis Fernando Suarez (left) and forward Joel Campbell attend a press confer-
ence in Doha on Saturday. (aFP)

Japan’s players take part in a training session at Al Sadd SC on Saturday. (aFP) Costa Rica’s goalkeeper Keylor Navas (right) takes part in a training session at the Al Ahli SC training camp 
on Saturday. (aFP)

The past achievement 
needs to be forgotten, 

as there’s no time 
for complacency 
and we will focus 
on tomorrow’s 
match

Hajime Moriyasu

Key stats
 Japan stunned Germany 2-1 in their opening game, regis-

tering their first win over the four-times world champions, while 
Costa Rica were hammered 7-0 by Spain
 Japan are playing in their seventh successive World Cup, 

having started that run at France in 1998
 Costa Rica are playing at a third successive World Cup 

for the first time
 Japan’s Eiji Kawashima and Yuto nagatomo are both 

appearing at their fourth World Cup. Yoshikatsu Kawaguchi and 
Seigo narazaki were the only two Japanese players who had 
previously appeared at four.

Previous meetings:
 The teams have met five times, all in international 

friendlies, with Japan winning four games and the other ending 
in a draw

 Group d  p  W  d   l GF  Ga  Gd  pts

spain 1 1 0 0 7 0 7 3

Japan 1 1 0 0 2 1 1 3

Germany 1 0 0 1 1 2 -1 0

Costa rica 1 0 0 1 0 7 -7 0

Costa Rica are looking 
to regroup after Spain 
handed them a heavy 
7-0 defeat in their 
opener and face an 
uphill - though not 
mathematically impos-
sible - battle to 
advance.

Japan’s defender Hiroki Sakai reacts in pain during 
the match against Germany.  (aFP)

dpa 
aL KhoR

KIERan Trippier understands 
why England fans jeered the 
team following their goalless 
draw with the United States but 
insists they will be ready for a 
“battle” against Wales.

Having started their World 
Cup campaign with a 6-2 
thrashing of Iran, England re-
gressed in Friday’s meeting with 

the US, who were the better side 
in a Group B meeting which 
ended in stalemate.

Gareth Southgate’s side are 
still firm favourites to advance 
into the round of 16 but a tepid 
display, with just one meaning-
ful shot on target, left support-
ers unhappy and boos were 
heard inside the al Bayt Stadi-
um at full-time.

“Of course the fans want to 
see goals and to win matches,” 

said Trippier when asked about 
the mixed reaction.

“But all I can say to that is 
that the commitment from the 
boys is there, we give 100 per-
cent in every single game.

“Of course we understand 
the frustration because we 
didn’t win the game but we gave 
everything, a point is a good re-
sult.

“The one thing about my 
team-mates and myself is we 

give everything, as soon as we 
cross that white line, we give 
everything to win.

“Unfortunately, we didn’t 
win but it’s a good point - we 
kept a clean sheet, it is a good 
point for us in the group and we 
just move on now, focus on the 
next game.” England’s third and 
final group game comes against 
neighbours Wales on Tuesday 
evening, with Rob page’s men 
all-but eliminated having lost to 

Iran and drawn with the United 
States. England top Group B 
heading into the final game and 
know progress is assured so 
long as they avoid a 4-0 loss on 
Tuesday.

But Trippier admits there is 
an extra bite to the meeting in al 
Rayyan and that England will be 
raring to go as he backed South-
gate’s young stars to shine.

“The motivation is there, 
England v Wales is a massive 

game,” added the newcastle 
full-back.

“So all we can do now is re-
cover, review the game where 
we could have done better of 
course and get ready for the 
next battle.

“Every single team in our 
group are in the top 20. So you 
can’t underestimate any team, 
you have to give respect and we 
certainly do to Iran, USa and 
Wales.

Trippier understands frustration but says US draw was ‘good point’



Khalid Tawalbeh
DOHA

Morocco continued prepar-
ing for its second match in the 
FIFA World cup Qatar 2022 
against Belgium at the Al Thu-
mama Stadium on Sunday.

The Atlas Lions went 
through closed training ses-
sions under the watchful 
eyes of Walid regragui, who 
worked with the team to fine-
tune technique and tactics.

The Moroccans, who are 
participating in the World cup 
for the sixth time, share second 
place in the group standings 
with croatia with one point. 

Belgium, who beat canada 
1-0, are looking for their third 
victory at the World cup fi-
nals, since its debut 1970 in 
Mexico.

The possibility of 
Moroccan Noussair 
Mazraoui’s partic-
ipation in Sun-
day’s match is 
remote. The 
25-year-old 
suffered a hip 
injury in the 
opening game 
against croatia.

“ M a z r a o u i 
will also miss train-
ing today. But I hope 
we will have him back tomor-
row,” regragui said on Satur-
day.

“We still have 24 hours be-
fore the match. We will decide 
that tomorrow morning and 
we will also have to weigh up 
how big a risk we will take.” 

Mazraoui, signed from Ajax 
Amsterdam in the close sea-
son, is the fifth Bayern player 
to suffer an injury before or 
during the World cup in Qatar. 

Bouna Sarr and Sadio 
Mané (both Senegal) missed 
the tournament completely.

Morocco will be hoping for 

a positive result against the 
Belgians in Sunday’s second 
match. 

The encounter will be a 
revenge match of sorts with 
the Moroccans awaiting their 
chance to make amends against 
Belgium, who won against 
them with a free goal at the 
1994 World cup in the USA.

Morocco’s first victory in 
the World cup came in 1986 in 
Mexico, when they beat Portu-
gal 3-1, before waiting 12 years 
to achieve their second victory, 
when they trounced Scotland 
3-0 in 1998 in France.

Belgium hopes for a win to 
reach the round of 16 after they 
narrowly overcame canada in 
their first match. 

Hakeem Ziyach, who plays 
in the midfield for chelsea, 
will lead the line, while Ashraf 

Hakimi is a sure starter after 
recovering from a mi-

nor muscle injury.
Belgian coach 

roberto Martinez 
admitted that 
his team did not 
play well against 
canada, but took 
comfort from the 

three points they 
notched up from 

the game. 
“Winning when you 

do not play well does not hap-
pen by chance. We should 
have shown a different side in 
our game, we defended really 
well.”

Morocco aim for their 
third victory in the premier 
football tournament. In 17 
World cup meetings so far, 
they have two wins, six draws 
and nine defeats. 

Interestingly, the two vic-
tories came at the expense of 
two European teams, Portugal 
in 1986 and Scotland 12 years 
later. 

— With DPA inPuts

Will 
Morocco  
bE thE dark 

horsE?

The 
participation of 
injured Nousair 

Mazraoui in today’s 
match seems 

unlikely

Morocco have got incredible belief, says Belgium coach

Regragui is hoping that  
his side can spring a  

surprise although they’re 
considered underdogs

agencies

BELgIUM head coach rob-
erto Martinez has said that 
Morocco have got incredible 
belief ahead of their group F 
encounter in the 2022 FIFA 
World cup.

Speaking ahead of their 
match, Martinez showered 
praise on Morocco, saying 
their team has got incred-
ible belief and play eye to eye 
against any opponent.

“Emotionally, this team 
plays eye to eye against any-
one. It’s got an incredible be-
lief. I think the coach Walid 
(Walid regragui) is trans-
mitting that to the players. I 
think Morocco will bring that 
sort of game, eye to eye, they 
believe in their strengths, we 
believe in our strengths. It’s 
two teams who build on their 
attacking qualities,” said Mar-
tinez.

The former Everton man-

ager shed light on star striker 
romelu Lukaku’s injury, say-
ing he is training well but 
doesn’t expect him to feature 
against Morocco.

“He’s ahead of what he 

should be. He’s trained twice 
now with the group and the 
signs are very good. We need 
to see how he reacts today and 
then he’s going to have an-
other training session. I don’t 

expect him to be involved 
tomorrow unless something 
goes extremely well today and 
it could be a little bit of an ad-
aptation to be with the group, 
100 per cent not to start,” 
Martinez added.

He spoke about Belgium’s 
close 1-0 win against canada, 
insisting their performance 
wasn’t up to the mark.

“I think against canada, 
in the first half we were very, 
very below par. In the second 
half there was an improve-
ment and it’s important that 
we use our players to help 
the team, depending how the 
game goes (against Morocco). 
If you ask me the game tomor-
row is all about controlling 
the game and being ourselves 
from the first second until the 
90th minute,” said Martinez.

Belgium have been drawn 
alongside Morocco, canada 
and croatia in the group-stage 
of the FIFA World cup in  
Qatar.

Belgium’s Spanish coach Roberto Martinez addresses a press  
conference in Doha on Saturday. (AFP)

Regragui sees nothing wrong with African team displays
agencies

Morocco coach Walid re-
gragui has defended African 
teams following criticism over 
their defensive display at the 
World cup. 

He said the African teams 
have learnt their lessons after 
playing expansively in previ-
ous World cup tournaments 
and all that matters now is 
qualifying from the group.

“As staff, we want to 
change African mentalities a 
bit,” regragui said in his pre-
match conference ahead of 
Morocco’s match with Bel-
gium on Sunday.

“Before, as Africans, we 
played spectacular matches in 

the World cup, but we were 
eliminated in the first round. 
Today, I think that Tunisia 
[who lost 1-0 on Saturday], us 
and even Senegal yesterday 
[Friday] proved that you can 
lose the first match but stay in 
the race.”

“The goal is to go to the 
second round. I know some 
people will be mad at me be-
cause they want a show. But it 
is Saudi Arabia who have three 
points and not Argentina. We 
want to qualify, no matter 
how.”

“The most important thing 
is to make our country proud. 
Already, we have done better 
than in 2018 by snatching a 
point. We will try to take as 

many points as possible to 
qualify.”

“Tomorrow [Sunday], we 
will be solid, we will try to 
pose problems and make Af-
rica proud, since we represent 
it. The most important thing 
today is that Africa passes the 
group. We have to prove that 
we are capable of passing. It 
requires a European state of 
mind. If we pass the group, I 

think we will be very danger-
ous.”

African teams have scored 
five goals in Qatar so far, 
following ghana’s 3-2 loss to 
Portugal in their group opener 
and Senegal’s 3-1 win against 
Qatar on matchday two. 

Morocco have an oppor-
tunity to change that when 
they take on 2018 semi-final-
ists Belgium on Sunday, hav-
ing held croatia to a goalless 
draw in their opening  
match.

The Atlas Lions are chas-
ing only their third World 
cup win in what is their sixth 
appearance at the tournament, 
having won in the 1986 and 
1998 editions. 
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Key Stats

Group F: Belgium vs Morocco (4 pm) at Al Thumama Stadium

Morocco’s 
coach Walid 
Regragui

Belgium striker Romelu Lukaku will to start on Sunday’s World Cup game 
with Morocco but is making good progress after a thigh injury. (AFP)

The Atlas Lions are chasing 
only their third World Cup 
win in what is their sixth 
appearance at the tourna-
ment having won in the 
1986 and 1998 editions

Between them, the two countries have managed just a sin-

gle goal at the World Cup so far after Michy Batshuayi finished off 

a long punt upfield to hand Belgium an unconvincing 1-0 win over 

Canada on Wednesday after Morocco had played out a 0-0 draw 

with Croatia earlier in the day.

Belgium took over at the top of the FIFA rankings in Septem-

ber 2018, not long after finishing third at the World Cup in Rus-

sia, and stayed top for over three years until March, when Brazil 

replaced them at the summit.

Axel Witsel made his debut and Jan Vertonghen was win-

ning only his seventh cap when Morocco upset Belgium 4-1 in 

a friendly in Brussels in March 2008. Both have now won more 

than 100 caps each and should feature on Sunday.

Morocco have four Belgian-born players in their squad, with 

Bilal El Khannouss and Anass Zaroury both playing for Belgium at 

youth level before switching allegiance. Selim Amallah and Ilias 

Chair are the other two. 

Previous meetings:  

Belgium and Morocco first met at the 1994 World Cup in Orlando 

with the Belgians emerging 1-0 winners in a group game, then 

played a friendly in Liege five years later, which Belgium won 4-0. 

In 2008, Morocco won 4-1 in another friendly in Brussels.
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IKOLI VCITOR
DOHA

 
Canada’s head coach John 
Herdman said that his team 
will need to perform in the 
must-win encounter against 
2018 World Cup finalist Croa-
tia for a realistic chance of 
qualifying for the knockout 
stage of the World Cup 22 at 
the Khalifa International sta-
dium on saturday.

In Group F, Croatia and 
Morocco are tied for first place, 
with Belgium leading the way 
with three points and Canada 
trailing with none. all four 
teams are still in contention to 
advance to the knockout stage.

Herdman said at a press 
conference at the QnCC on 
saturday, “Our team is ready 
to go, and it will be one of the 
defining moments for Canada 
in this world cup. It’s one of 
those games where we have to 
perform well to stay in the tour-
nament, and I’m really looking 
forward to it.” 

“We’ve been waiting 36 
years to get here. There is no 
need for inspiration. We’re 
playing Croatia in the World 
Cup, against players like Luka 
Modric. What a moment.”

“We are in a really clear 
bright place, and anyone who 
knows how I operate knows I 
am on mission, next task, train-
ing sessions, meetings, and I 
am loving the experience.”

In response to his remarks, 
a Croatian tabloid ran a full-
page photo of a naked Herd-
man with maple leaves cov-
ering his mouth and private 
parts. 

Herdman, who had previ-
ously admitted that his fervent 
remarks had not been par-
ticularly respectful of Croatia, 
laughed off the Croatian tab-
loid story on sunday. “My wife 
is coming after you. she wishes 
she had that guy,” he grinned. 
“I’ve got a little more of a stom-
ach than that.”

at the press conference 
with Hederman, Canadian 
midfielder stephen Eustaquio 
said about the match, “It will 
be a very hard game, but it is 
the kind of game we want to 
play, we have been waiting for 
this moment in our lives, we 
are ready.”

Canada, who impressed 
against FIFa’s second-ranked 
side Belgium, is confident of 
matching the Modricc-Kovacic 
and Brozovic connection and 
presenting a new challenge.

“It was exciting at times to 
play Bermuda, and now we’re 
here.”

“I think we were underdogs 
in this group before the tourna-
ment, but we outplayed Bel-
gium, so anything can happen 
in this group,” Eustaquio said.

Provoked Croatian coach 
dalic described the Canadians 
as a “serious team” in their first 
World Cup appearance in 36 
years.

“They covered a lot of dis-
tance (against Belgium) and 
showed great effort and ener-
gy...we have to be cautious.

“If you look at the tour-
nament, many of the teams 
that were underdogs are now 
great...you cannot enjoy the 
glory of the past, we have to be 
at our best.”

Croatian winger Ivan Peri-
sic said Canada’s performance 
against Belgium was sur-
prising and urged his team 
to be more aggressive.

 “We have to be very 
fast and adopt an aggres-
sive attitude, be energetic 
and if we play our game we 
will have a positive perfor-
mance and outcome,” the 
Tottenham Hotspur player 
said.

Canada, competing in 
their second World Cup, hope 
to score their first goal in the 
tournament’s history. They 
qualified for the tournament in 
1986, but were eliminated 
in the group stage with 
no wins and no 
goals.

Croatia’s midfielder Luka Modric (L) takes part in a training session at Al Erssal in Doha on Saturday, on the eve of their FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 match against Canada. (AFP)

It’S do-or-dIE for CAnAdA 
AGAInSt CroAtIA In GrouP CrOaTIa were dealt a scare 

when attacker nikola Vlasic 
had to leave the draw with 
Morocco at halftime due to 
discomfort, but the West Ham 
United man has not suffered a 
serious injury and has been put 
through his paces in training.

Whether Vlasic is ready to 
start again is another question, 
so Mario Pasalic or Mislav Or-
sic could force their way into 
the attack here, with andrej 
Kramaric expected to hold his 
spot despite pressure from 
Marko Livaja.

dalic has no other injury 
concerns to deal with ahead 
of sunday’s game, in which 
rennes midfielder Lovro Majer 
will most likely be called upon 
from the bench, with Luka 
Modric, Marcelo Brozovic, and 
Mateo Kovacic seemingly set to 
start again.

Meanwhile, Canada’s star 
man davies recovered from 
a hamstring injury to start in 
their opening loss to Belgium, 
where Milan Borjan and ste-
phen Eustaquio were also giv-
en the go-ahead to play despite 
previous concerns about their 
fitness.

Herdman have no new con-
cerns to report from match-
day one and should keep any 
changes to a minimum given 
the manner of his side’s perfor-
mance, but Cyle Larin should 
feel in with a strong chance of 
replacing Junior Hoilett in the 
attack.

atiba Hutchinson is set to 
win his 100th cap for Canada 
this weekend, making him the 
first player from his country 
to do so, but if his 39-year-old 
legs need a rest, Ismael Kone 
and Jonathan Osorio are ready 
to step in.

Croatia possible starting 
lineup:
Livakovic; Juranovic, Lovren, 
Gvardiol, sosa; Modric, Brozo-
vic, Kovacic; Pasalic, Kramaric, 
Perisic

Canada possible starting 
lineup: 
Borjan; Laryea, Johnston, Vito-
ria, Miller, davies; Buchanan, 
Hutchinson, Eustaquio, Larin; 
david

Croatia, 
Canada 

team 
updates

Croatia’s midfielder Nikola Vlasic (left) shoots but fails to score as Mo-
rocco’s defender Nayef Aguerd defends during the FIFA World Cup Qatar 
2022 Group F match at the Al-Bayt Stadium in Al Khor recently. (AFP)

Canada’s forward Alphonso Davies runs with the ball as Belgium’s 
midfielder Youri Tielemans falls during the FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 
Group F match at the Ahmad Bin Ali Stadium, recently. (AFP)

Canada’s English coach John Herdman 
at a press conference at the QNCC in 
Doha on Saturday. (AFP)

Canada’s midfielder Ismael Kone takes part in a training session at the Umm Salal SC in Doha on Saturday. (AFP)

Croatia’s coach Zlatko Dalic at-
tends a press conference at the 
Qatar National Convention Center. 

Croatia’s players take part in a training session at Al Erssal in Doha on 
Saturday. (AFP)

Group F: Croatia vs 
Canada (7pm) at 

Khalifa International 
Stadium

We have to be 
very fast and 

adopt an 
aggressive 

attitude: Croatia’s 
Perisic

GrouP f

We’ve been waiting 36 years 
to get here. There is no need 
for inspiration. We’re playing 
Croatia in the World Cup, 
against players like Luka 
Modric. What a moment.
Canada coach John Herdman 

Key Stats
 Croatia reached the semi-
finals in their debut at the 
World Cup finals in 1998. 
They featured in the final at 
the last edition of the tour-
nament in 2018 but fell to 
France 4-2. 
 Canada have never scored 
at a men’s World Cup. In their 
first appearance at the finals 
in 1986, they crashed out at 
the group stage both goal-

less and scoreless. 
 To reach the 2018 final, 
Croatia were the first team 
at a World Cup to come from 
behind in three successive 
knockout round matches. 
 Canada topped the 
CONCACAF qualifying table, 
scoring more and conceding 
fewer goals than any other 
team. 
Previous meetings:
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G
ermany’s players 
are ready to deliver 
against spain on 
sunday in a crunch 
game for World 

Cup survival, coach Hansi Flick 
has vowed.

The four-time world cham-
pions crashed to a 2-1 opening 
defeat against Japan and will 
be out in the group stage for the 
second straight time if they lose 
against spain and Japan don’t 
against Costa rica a few hours 
earlier.

“Tomorrow we will see a 
team that knows what is at stake and that will give 
its all so that we have the door open to the last 16 
on the final matchday,” Flick told a news confer-
ence saturday. “We need conviction, especially 
against spain.

“I am convinced of what we are doing and the 
way we play football. We are convinced that the 
team has the quality to put that into practice.” 
Germany have not beaten the 2010 World Cup 
winners spain at a major tournament since 1988, 
and lost their last game against them 6-0 in the 
2020 nations League.

a loss to the spaniards would see Germany 
eliminated if Japan avoid defeat against Costa 
rica in sunday’s other Group e game.

Flick however is confident that Germany have 

the talent to reignite their 
World Cup campaign against 

a spanish side that destroyed 
Costa rica 7-0 in their first game.

“We have a team that has 
quality, that can implement the 
things (we are working on), and 
we are very positive about it,” 
Flick said.

“We need to arrive with cour-
age and with faith in our quality 
for this game against spain.”

spain started the Qatar tour-
nament with a 7-0 rout of Costa 
rica and Flick acknowledged 
that Luis enrique’s team has 
“fantastic quality.” Germany 
were wasteful up front against 
Japan and also sloppy in defence 

which allowed Japan to turn the match around in 
the later stages.

There was some finger-pointing after the 
game, followed by a clear-the-air meeting with 
all 26 players and Flick.

“We addressed things clearly,” Flick said. 
“It’s important that we know what we did badly, 
that’s what everyone took away. at the end of the 
day it’s about getting the team ready for a tough 
game.” 

Flick is expected to reshuffle his team and 
will hope to have winger Leroy sane available. 
The Bayern player missed the game against Ja-
pan due to a knee injury, but completed the final 
training session on saturday evening with the 
other 25 players.

Key Stats
Spain were World Cup winners in 2010 - their one success to date - while Germany have won the trophy four 

times, most recently in 2014 in Brazil.
Spain thrashed Germany 6-0 in their last meeting in November 2020 in the UEFa Nations League.
Spain will qualify for the knockout stage with a win. Defeat for Germany would mean elimination if Japan take 

at least a point from their match against Costa Rica.
Germany failed to clear the group stage at the last World Cup in Russia in 2018 when they lost matches to 

Mexico and South Korea. It was their earliest exit in the competition in decades. 
Previous meetings: 
The two sides have met 25 times previously, with Germany winning on nine occasions, Spain on eight and 

eight draws.

Of course [Germany] are under pressure because they need to 
win after the loss against Japan, but we know Germany is one of 
the best national teams in the world and you cannot put them 
down after one game. It will be a final for them. They need to 
win to have a possibility to be in the next round, but if we win 
we will be through also, so we will go for the win.

— Spain’s striker Dani Olmo

German coach attends pre-match presser alone, risks fine
ikoli Victor

Doha

rIskInG a fine, German 
coach Hansi Flick attended the 
pre-match press conference 
between Germany and spain 
alone, without a team player, 
at the main media Centre of 
the FIFa World Cup Qatar 
2022 at QnCC on saturday

Teams are required to at-
tend pre-match events with at 

least one player and their head 
coach, and failure to do so can 
result in a fine.

Germany is based at the 
Zulal Wellnes resort in Qa-
tar’s northwestern region 
near al ruwais, a distance of 
more than three hours for a 
combined trip, which means 
that any player attending a 
press conference will be away 
from training for about three 
hours.

Due to the importance 
of sunday’s game, Flick was 
understandably reluctant to 
jeopardise the team’s prepa-
rations by allowing a player to 
attend, even if it meant a fine 
for the German Football as-
sociation (DFB).

“I came by myself to the 
press conference because 
we didn’t want any player 
to spend almost three hours 
driving. We don’t expect any 

player to drive for so long. It’s 
a long drive,” he said.

“It’s a very important 
match, so everyone, all 26 
players are important [for 
training], that’s why we didn’t 
want to take a player with us. 
They should now prepare for 
the training.

“I think we could have 
done [the press conference] 
in our media centre as well, 
that is really good, it would 

have been better. But we have 
to accept this.”

meanwhile, the German 
tactician dismissed the no-
tion that the team’s defeat to 
the Blue samurai was caused 
by their moral stance on One 
Love campaign.

When asked if this was the 
case ahead of sunday’s crucial 
match against spain, Flick 
was blunt. “no,” he said after 
a long pause. “Certainly not.”

I came by myself to the 
press conference because 
we didn’t want any player to 
spend almost three hours 
driving.

— German coach Hansi  
Flick

ikoli Victor
Doha

A
s both european heavyweights clash 
in a crucial match at the al Thuma-
ma stadium on sunday, spain coach 
Luis enrique has warned that four-
time World Cup winners Germany 

are capable of battling their way back from ad-
versity.

Germany suffered a shock 1-2 defeat against 
Japan and are fighting for life in the tourna-
ment, whereas spain decimated Costa rica 7-0 
in a victory that seemed to declare their bid for 
a second World Cup title. If Japan draw or beat 
Costa rica earlier on sunday, Germany could 
be eliminated from the World Cup at the group 
stage for the second time in a row, following 
their humiliating exit in russia in 2018.

“you look at Germany’s shirt and you see 
four stars,” the former Barcelona manager said 
at a press conference on saturday at the main 
media Centre. “I played against them in the 
World Cup in 1994, and their physical strength 
was unrivalled. at the time, there was a signifi-
cant difference. In football terms, spain is now 
on a par with any other team. In fact, I believe 
we are ahead of them in the FIFa rankings.”

“They are a team that always attacks, they 
want to be in the opposition’s half, they’re the 
national team that’s most like spain. If anyone 
knows how to compete it is Germany. If anyone 
can turn it around, it’s them. They have lots 
of players who are world class, their history 
is there. They will want to control, dominate, 

have the ball, and that’s a lovely challenge for 
us because we have the same aims. But we have 
the conviction that we can beat them.”

enrique drew parallels between the Ger-
mans and his spanish team, saying: “Without 
a doubt, they are the most similar to spain in 
terms of dominating and controlling the game. 
That is an excellent challenge for us. I believe it 
will be a free game.”

“a big win like that creates confidence, but 
we can’t go into the game overconfident,” en-
rique said of spain’s attacking abilities and free 
goal scoring abilities.

There’s no doubt that the Germans will be 
more daring in their attempt to breach spain’s 
defence, but they must also be cautious not to 
expose their own defence.

“Will Germany be more dangerous because 
they require a win more urgently? In football, 
you never know,” he said

at the same press conference, striker Dani 
Olmo said that spain would not be distracted 
by their opponents’ high stakes and would go 
for the win that would qualify them for the 
knockout phase with a game to spare.

“Of course they are under pressure because 
they need to win after the loss against Japan, 
but we know Germany is one of the best na-
tional teams in the world and you cannot put 
them down after one game,” Olmo, who plays 
his club football in Germany for Leipzig, said.

“It will be a final for them. They need to win 
to have a possibility to be in the next round, but 
if we win we will be through also, so we will go 
for the win.”

‘An excellent 

chAllenge  
for us’

‘Knows whAt   
is At  

stAKe’

Group E: Spain vs Germany (10 pm) at Al Bayt Stadium

Spain coach 
Luis enrique has 
warned that  
four-time World 
Cup winners  
Germany are  
capable of  
fighting back

German coach 
Hansi Flick is 
confident his 
side have the 

talent to reignite 
their World Cup 

campaign




