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BRILLIANT BRAZIL  
UNVEIL THEIR MAGIC

Five-time champions begin campaign with 2-0 drubbing of Serbia
Vinay nayudu

Doha

The atmosphere at the Lusail 
Stadium on Thursday night 
was simply electric. Bathed in 
canary yellow and packed with 
90,000 spectators, the bowl-
shaped stadium then came 
aglow with one of the finest 
goals seen at FIFA World Cup 
Qatar 2022 as Brazil’s forward 
Richarlison unleashed an ac-
robatic bicycle kick to subdue 
their rivals Serbia with a sec-
ond goal in the Group G match.

Pandemonium broke in the 
Brazil camp as Richarlison was 
mobbed by his teammates and 
the bench with the entire sta-
dium on their feet.

Brazil coach Tite hugged his 
coaching staff tight in delight, 
indicating his boys are here to 
display their beautiful football 
in legendary fashion.

The brilliance of Brazil was 
much expected but the way the 
Selecao began their campaign, 
it was only fitting that the game 
was held at the maximum ca-
pacity Lusail Stadium. Rich-
arlison had three touches to 
the ball inside the penalty area 
and on the fabulous evening he 
scored two goals of them in the 
62nd and 73rd minutes.

he had scored the opening 
goal with a one touch clearance 
after Brazil players broke into 
the ‘D’ and after Vinicius Jun-
ior’s effort was parried. Richarli-
son grabbed the chance right in 
front of the goal leaving Serbia 
goalkeeper and players stunned.

While Serbia looked like 
holding good against the 
mighty Brazilians till the break, 
Brazil’s chemistry came alive 
after many of their shots had 
flown past the target.

Serbia - who were without 
injured winger Filip Kostic and 
threatened sporadically - had 

defended stoutly up until then, 
although they were fortunate 
that Alex Sandro’s earlier shot 
from distance rattled the post.

But they could do nothing 
about Richarlison’s second as 
the Tottenham hotspur striker 
flicked up Vinicius Junior’s 
cross and produced an acro-
batic finish into the corner of 
the net. Casemiro later clipped 
the bar.

Neymar, two goals behind 
Pele’s Brazil record of 77, was part 
of a very attacking line-up chosen 

by Tite but if anything they got 
in each other’s way initially and 
Neymar played too deep.

The fantastic match 
summed up another great day 
of football at the Qatar World 
Cup which earlier saw Cristiano 
Ronaldo making the record of 
becoming the first man to score 
at five FIFA World Cups as Por-
tugal beat Ghana 3-2. 

Switzerland edged Cam-
eroon 1-0 while South Korea 
held Uruguay to a goalless 
draw.

Brazil’s forward Richarlison unleashes an acrobatic goal for Brazil during the FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 Group G match against Serbia at the Lusail Stadium on Thursday night. (aFP)

Players of Brazil celebrate with the crowd after defeating Serbia 2-0 in 
their FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 Group G match at the Lusail Stadium 
in Lusail on Thursday night. (aFP)

Brazil’s Richarlison (L) celebrates with teammates after scoring his 
team’s first goal during the FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 Group G match 
against Serbia at the Lusail Stadium in Lusail on Thursday night. (aFP)
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Cristiano ronaldo became 
the first man to score at five 
World Cups in Portugal’s 3-2 
win against Ghana in their 
Group H opener in Qatar on 
thursday.

Portugal now lead the 
group ahead of south Korea 
and Uruguay, who played out 
a goalless draw in the earlier 
game. Ghana sit bottom.

ronaldo, who had a goal 
ruled out in the first half, has 
now scored in the 2006, 2010, 
2014, 2018 and 2022 editions 
of the tournament.

the win also meant Portu-
gal started the World Cup with 
a triumph for the first time 
since 2006 in Germany.

Portugal dominated in 
the first half but were largely 
harmless and only broke the 
deadlock in the 65th minute. 
in what possibly looked like a 
dive, ronaldo fell down inside 
the box, was awarded a penalty 
and didn’t miss his chance to 
write history.

Ghana - who were well-or-
ganized throughout the game 
- saw Mohammed Kudus from 

distance force Diogo Costa to 
make a superb save, but scored 
the first goal for an african na-
tion in Qatar shortly after as 
they levelled through andre 
ayew in the 73rd.

But the celebrations of the 
Ghanaian fans didn’t last long 
as João Felix put Portugal back 
in the lead just five minutes later 
and rafael Leão added a third in 
the 80th, while osman Bukari’s 
effort for Ghana cut the deficit. 
in stoppage time, inaki Wil-
liams had the chance to equal-
ize after the Portugal keeper let 
go of the ball inside the box with 
Williams behind him.

But he slipped at the crucial 
moment and the Portuguese 
defence cleared the ball.

ronaldo, who was visibly 

emotional during the national 
anthem, was substituted off 
and gave instructions to his 
team-mates from the bench 
during the final minutes.

“the 3-2 made no sense,” 
Portugal coach Fernando san-
tos said. His side were “very 
organized” in the first half and 
had “a good” second half, but 
then “we conceded goals that 
came out of nowhere.” 

He added: “these are an 
important three points. i 
wasn’t interested in a draw. 
one more victory and we can 
move ahead.” 

Defender raphael Guer-
reiro remarked: “We’re on 
a good path to becoming 
world champions.”

In playing at his fifth FIFa 
World Cup, he joined Lothar 
Matthaus, antonio Carbajal, 
Rafa Marquez, Gianluigi 
Buffon, andres Guardado, 
Guillermo ochoa and Lionel 
Messi in achieving this dis-
tinction. Should CR7, as 
expected, play in all three 
of Portugal’s group-stage 
matches, he will enter 
the competition’s list of 

top-ten appearance 
holders.

But Ronaldo has 
never been 

interested in 
joining a club. 
he wants to 
strike out 
alone as, 
arguably, 
the game’s 
greatest 
of all time 

and, as 
such, 24 No-
vember 2022 
will remain a 

momentous date 
for him.

It is the date on 
which he became 

the first and only 
man to score at five 

separate editions of 
the game’s greatest tour-

nament, opening the scor-
ing for Portugal in a thrilling 
3-2 win over Ghana. as yet 
another record falls to the 
highest-scoring man in the 
history of international foot-
ball, FIFa+ looks at his route 
to World Cup immortality.

The road To 
ronaldo’s 
World Cup 

reCord

Ghana coach upset with Portugal penalty call
dpa
Doha 

GHana coach otto addo has 
strongly criticized the awarding 
of a penalty which allowed Por-
tugal to open the scoring in their 
3-2 World Cup win on thurs-
day. Cristiano ronaldo won the 
penalty and converted it to be-
come the first man to score at 
five World Cups, but addo felt 
his defender Mohammed salisu 
had touched the ball first.

“We play the ball and then 
there is contact. i don’t know 
what they did, if the video ref-
eree was asleep. the fact that 
they don’t even look at this 

scene is madness,” the former 
Bundesliga player told report-
ers.

“it was a wrong decision.” 
addo added: “i asked if i could 
have a quick word with the ref-
eree after the game. i got the 
answer that he was in a meet-
ing and this was not possible. 
it would have been nice if he 
could have had a few minutes 
for the coach.” 

Portugal coach Fernando 
santos retorted: “if the video 
referee thought there was 
something wrong, he would 
have intervened. He didn’t. so 
i guess there was nothing to 
see.”
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Cristiano Ronaldo has 
become the first man to 
score at five FIFA World 

Cups. Here’s a look at 
how he got there

Ghana’s coach Otto Addo looks on from the touchline during the FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 Group H match 
between Portugal and Ghana at Stadium 974 in Doha on Thursday. (aFP)

Appearances: 4 Goals: 1Appearances: 6 Goals: 1 Appearances: 3 Goals: 1 Appearances: 4 Goals: 4 Appearances to date: 1 Goals: 1

World Cup reCord ‘mAkes me very proud’: ronAldo 

Germany 2006 south Africa 2010 Brazil 2014 russia 2018 Qatar 2022

CR7 Feat
● Cristiano first made 
his World Cup mark at 
Germany 2006.

● At the age of 37, the 
portuguese has now 
become a record-break-
er at the global finals.

● simply by taking to 
the field tonight at 
stadium 974, Cristiano 
ronaldo claimed 
membership of  
an elite club.

It was a beautiful 
moment. My fifth World 
Cup, we won. That was 
very important. The 
world record is 
something that makes 
me very proud.
Cristiano Ronaldo

Portugal’s forward #07 Cristiano 
Ronaldo celebrates after scoring 
his team’s first goal from the 
penalty spot as a banner depict-
ing Argentine forward Lionel 
Messi is seen at the back during 
the FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 
Group H match between Portu-
gal and Ghana at Stadium 974 
on Thursday. (aFP)

ronAldo 
mAkES hiStory 
AS PortuGAl 
bEAt GhAnA 3-2

doha: Portugal star Cristiano Ronaldo 
spoke of his immense pride after becom-
ing the first man to score at five World 
Cups in a 3-2 win over Ghana on Thursday.
The 37-year-old won and converted a pen-
alty to open the scoring, although Ghana 
felt it was not a spot-kick and some 
pundits thought he dived.
“It was a beautiful moment. My fifth World 

Cup, we won. That was very important. 
The world record is something that makes 
me very proud,” he told reporters.
Ronaldo is now without a club after part-
ing ways with Manchester United this 
week following his criticism of the club in 
a television interview.
“This week we closed the chapter. The 
rest doesn’t matter,” he said. (dpA)

GhanaPortugal
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Cristiano Ronaldo 65’ (P), Joao Felix 78’, Rafael Leao 80’ Andre Ayew 73’, Osman Bukari 89’



‘Don’t focus on Son’: South Korea boss Bento
DPA
Doha 

South Korea coach Paulo 
Bento was pleased with his 
side’s performance in their 
goalless draw with uruguay 
and urged supporters not to 
focus too much on the fitness 
of star striker Son heung-min.

tottenham forward Son’s 
availability was in doubt un-
til just before kick-off due to a 
fractured eye socket sustained 
earlier this month but - aided 
by a facemask - he played the 
full game, producing occasion-
al flashes in a largely subdued 
display.

his ineffectiveness was 
replicated by the other attack-
ing stars on show - uruguay’s 
strikeforce of Darwin Nunez 
and Luis Suarez also failing to 
make any meaningful impact 
in a drab encounter in World 
Cup Group h.

uruguay came closest to 
finding a winner with both 
Diego Godin and Federico Val-
verde hitting the woodwork, 

the latter in the closing min-
utes.

of Son, Bento said: “Son is 
a player that up until his injury 
had continuous rhythm. And 
then, in one of the last games 
in the Champions League, he 
had a serious injury and was 
inactive for a long period of 

time. he was only reintegrated 
in the last few days.

“After the injury, it’s natu-
ral that it will take him some 
time to re-adapt.

“But overall, I thought our 
team had a good performance 
and we focus too much on one 
player. We, as coaches, value 

all the elements of the team.” 
Bento was particularly pleased 
that his side were able to match 
uruguay’s levels of aggression, 
adding: “that was definitely 
one of the positives. We knew 
our opponent played intense 
football and we needed to up 
our game and we managed to 
do that in the first half, in par-
ticular.

“of course, our perfor-
mance diminished in the 
second half, but we tried to 
maintain that level of aggres-
sion.” uruguay boss Diego 
Alonso fended off criticism of 
his team’s cautious approach, 
pointing out his starting team 
was full of attacking intent.

“We had three forwards 
on the pitch, three midfielders 
that score goals and full-backs 
that like to get forward,” he 
said.

“In the first 20 minutes, we 
could not pressure South Ko-
rea and we had to adjust. After 
that, the second half was differ-
ent and we were better. I liked 
a lot of things the players did.”

South Korea’s Portuguese coach Paulo Bento. (aFP)

Uruguay hit the post twice and South Korea missed one fine opportunity, but 
neither side did enough to win in the fourth goalless draw of the tournament

The frusTraTion
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UrUgUay denied twice by woodwork

DPA
Doha 

Former champions Uruguay were de-
nied by the post twice as they were held 
0-0 by South Korea in the teams’ World 
Cup opener on Thursday.

Diego Godin’s header shortly before 
the interval and Federico Valverde’s 
89th-minute blast hit the left upright.

South Korea will meanwhile rue miss-
ing their best chance from the completely 
unmarked Hwang Ui Jo in the 37th, 
and their talisman Son Heung min then 
aimed wide in the closing stages.

The fourth stalemate of the Qatar 
tournament sees both sides on one point 
in Group H, with Cristiano ronaldo’s 
Portugal meeting Ghana in the other 
game on Thursday.

“I always want to win but we didn’t 
take our chances. But both sides will be 
happy to share the points,” Son told Ger-
man broadcaster ZDF.

Son was able to play with a face mask 
after suffering an eye socket fracture re-
cently while playing for his english club 
Tottenham Hotspur.

“The injury was not too severe,” Son 
said. “The World Cup is a dream for a 
footballer. I am very happy to play for my 
country and I am very proud and enjoy it 
a lot.” Godin said: “It was dif- ficult to 
get into the game, we 
had no clear chance 
and had to 

fight our way in. South Korea gave us lit-
tle space and we were not precise enough. 
It shows that the World Cup is very bal-
anced.” There was only a place on the 
bench at first for Uruguay veteran striker 
edinson Cavani. He eventually replaced 
Luis Suarez, who had started up front 
with Darwin Nunez, in the second half.

The South Americans came close 
shortly before the break when captain 
Godin headed a cross from the right 
against the post.

By then they should have been a goal 
down but Hwang incredibly fired over the 
bar from some eight metres while com-
pletely unmarked off Kim moon Hwan’s 
cross from the right in the 37th.

There was some anxiety on the South 
Korean bench when Son was hit on the 
foot by martin Caceres, who was booked 
for the offence, but the forward was able 
to play on.

Uruguay became more lively after Ca-
vani came on with just little over 20 min-
utes left - and he soon had a shot blocked 
and just failed to connect with a cross-
shot from Nunez.

Uruguay had beaten South Korea 1-0 
in their first World Cup meeting in 1990 
and they almost stole victory again when 
real madrid midfielder Valverde’s long-
range blast hit the left post in the 89th.

However, it could have also gone the 
other way when a minute later Uruguay 

goalkeeper Sergio rochet gifted South 
Korea the ball but Son aimed 

inches right - much to the 
dismay of their big num-

ber of fans on hand in 
Doha.

“It felt like a 
home game, it was 
unbelievable sup-

port. I am very grate-
ful that we have such 

amazing support,” Son 
said.

Diego Godin’s 
header shortly 

before the inter-
val and Federico 
Valverde’s 89th-
minute blast hit 
the left upright, 

as the South 
Americans were 

held to a 0-0 
draw by South 
Korea in their 

opening World 
Cup Group H 

game.

I always want to win but 
we didn’t take our chanc-
es. But both sides will be 
happy to share the points.
— Diego Godin

It was  
difficult to get 
into the game, 

we had no clear 
chance and had 
to fight our way 
in. South Korea 

gave us little 
space and we 

were not  
precise enough. 

It shows that 
the World Cup is 

very balanced.
— Diego Godin

Group H  P  W  D   L GF  GA  GD  Pts

Portugal 1 1 0 0 3 2 1 3

South Korea 1 0 1 0 0 0 0 1

Uruguay 1 0 1 0 0 0 0 1

Ghana 1 0 0 1 2 3 -1 0

South KoreaUruguay
SCORELINE
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‘i know what you always 
write’: france’s Thuram

DPA
Doha 

FrANCe striker 
Marcus thuram only 
gave extremely short 
answers to questions 
at a hastily curtailed 
news conference 
on thursday as he 
played mind games 
with journalists.

the 25-year-old, 
a late call-up to the 
holders’ squad, an-
swered each question 
with a friendly smile 
but no real substance 
ahead of their second 
group game against 
Denmark on Saturday.

When asked why he was so quiet, the Borussia Mönchenglad-
bach forward said: “Because I know what you always write.” When 
he answered the next question with at least a little more detail, 
thuram inquired: “Was that long enough?” he only became seri-
ous when talking about his father and 1998 World Cup winner 
Lilian thuram.

“It’s no problem for me to talk about him. I love him, he is my 
father.” After about 15 minutes, the press officer ended the news 
conference abruptly.



LCSC launches Lusail Karting for World Cup fans
Tribune news neTwork

Doha

With its long record of host-
ing events like F1 and Mo-
toGP, the Lusail Circuit Sports 
Club (LCSC) has always been 
a frontrunner for handling 
major sport activities in Qatar 
and the region, keen to always 
overdeliver on its promises 
with each passing year. As 
Qatar hosts the FiFA World 
Cup 2022, LCSC offers its 
due contribution to spice up 
the overall tournament-phase 
experience for both residents 
and visitors from across the 
globe.

LCSC’s karting track is 
easily the largest in Qatar and 
it hosts some of the most ad-
vanced go-kart models in the 
world which can reach daunting 
levels of speed, so whether fans 
are seeking a quick adrenaline 
rush or looking for something 
to do before the next match 
they want to watch kicks-off, 

Lusail karting: Mondial edition 
the event will run five days a 
week during the FiFA World 
Cup Qatar 2022 till the 18th 
of December, Wednesday to 
Sunday from 4 PM to 10 PM.

to avoid large queues and 
ensure a seamless experience, 
karting bookings will be acces-
sible via a newly implement-
ed pre-registration system 
through which all relevant 
personal data will be collected 
online. the new system does 
not allow for online bookings 
or payments with onsite book-
ing operating on a “first-come 
– first-served” basis, and so 
those looking to reserve their 
spot for a particular session 
are advised to arrive early at 
the venue. 

it serves to note that LCSC 
is collaborating with Qatar 
Motor & Motorcycle Federa-
tion (QMMF), FORMULA 1 
and MotoGP to offer visitors 
the chance to catch a glimpse 
of the F1 show car  and two 

MotoGP bikes displayed at the 
stand at Al Corniche Activa-
tion every day 10 AM – 12 AM, 
in addition to enjoying a spec-
tacular  E-sports Experience.

On this occasion, CEO of 
QMMF and LCSC Managing 
Director  Amro Al hamad, said: 
“Each and every organization in 
Qatar is contributing towards 
delivering an extraordinary fan 
experience. i would like to take 
this opportunity to encourage 
spectators to visit our stand at 
the Corniche Activation, where 
gamers and racing fans can en-
joy an exciting experience and 
play E-sports experience.”

he added: “Five days a 
week of thrill and excitement 
during the FiFA World Cup Qa-
tar 2022 instead of 2, in a venue 
situated between the two iconic 
stadiums of Al Bait and Lusail is 
what we promise fans who will 
enjoy unforgettable moments.”

For more information 
about pre-registration, visit: 
https://karting.lcsc.qa

As Qatar hosts the FIFA World Cup 2022, LCSC offers its due contribution to spice up the overall tourna-
ment-phase experience for both residents and visitors from across the globe.

dpa
al Wakrah 

BREEL Embolo scored 
the 1-0 winner against 
his birth country Came-
roon to give Switzerland 

a winning start into the World 
Cup on thursday.

Monaco forward Embolo fin-
ished off a fine attacking move 
completely unmarked in the 
48th minute of the opening game 
in Group G but kept his celebra-
tion to a minimum out of respect 
for his original homeland.

Embolo, 25, was born in 
Cameroon’s capital of Yaounde 
but moved to Switzerland with 
his family and received Swiss 
citizenship shortly after his 18th 
birthday.

Cameroon had missed three 
first-rate chances before the 
break as the 1990 quarter-final-
ists suffered an eighth straight 
World Cup defeat.

“i am extremely proud. it is a 
dream. the first World Cup goal 
and then against Cameroon. i am 
extremely proud for myself and 
my family,” Embolo told Swiss 
broadcasters SRF.

Like in 2018, Switzerland’s 
other two opponents in the group 
are record champions Brazil and 
Serbia who meet later thursday.

the Swiss advanced four 
years ago along with Brazil but 
had a hard time at first against 
a firm Cameroon defence, 
with Arsenal’s Granit Xhaka 
and company lacking ideas to 
break it down.

And it was this year’s Afri-
ca Cup of Nations semi-fi-
nalists Cameroon who 
created the first tell-
ing chances against 
a Swiss team that 
had only let in 
two goals 
in qualify-
ing for 

the Qatar tournament ahead of 
italy who were then ousted in the 
play-offs.

in the 10th, Bryan Mbeumo 
took up a long ball but was de-
nied by goalkeeper Yann Som-
mer and Karl toko-Ekambi fired 
over on the rebound.

Shortly afterwards, in-form 
Eric Maxim Choupo-Moting also 

failed to beat Sommer, 
who was playing 

his first game af-
ter a weeks-long 
ankle injury, as 
Manuel Akanji 

raced back 
to put pres-
sure on the 
striker.

t h e 
Swiss finally 

broke down Cameroon’s defence 
with a fast attacking move short-
ly after the restart which saw the 
ball come to Xherdan Shaqiri on 
the right wing and Embolo had 
acres of space in the middle to 
fire home Shaqiri’s low cross for 
a 1-0 lead.

Monaco forward Embolo finished off a fine attacking move in 48th minute of the opening game in Group G but kept his celebration to a minimum 
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Switzerland’s midfielder Xherdan 
Shaqiri (left) celebrates the goal 
against Cameroon. (aFP)

To keep sports fans up-to-speed with the mega-event

Switzerland Cameroon

1 0
Breel Embolo 48’ 

SCORELINE

Embolo gives Swiss World Cup win 
against birth country Cameroon

FIFA World 
Cup Qatar 

WINNING 
START

Switzerland’s forward #07 Breel Embolo celebrates scoring during the FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 Group G match against Cameroon at the Al Janoub Stadium on Thursday. (AFP)

 GROup G  p  W  D   L GF  GA  GD  pts

Brazil 1 1 0 0 2 0 2 3

Switzerland 1 1 0 0 1 0 1 3

Cameroon 1 0 0 1 0 1 -1 0

Serbia 1 0 0 1 0 2 -2 0
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IKOLI VICTOR
DOHA

Gareth Bale will become 
the most capped men’s player 
in Welsh football history, and 
he wants to make it special by 
leading Wales to a World Cup 
victory over Iran on Friday in 
a crucial second World Cup 
match. a win for the red Dev-
ils would significantly improve 
their chances of progressing to 
the next round.

Bale, a former real Madrid 
winger, is set to surpass Chris 
Gunter, who will be among the 
substitutes for Friday’s game, 
and win his 110th cap at Doha’s 
ahmad Bin ali Stadium.

Speaking to the media, the 
33-year-old said, “It’s an amaz-
ing achievement, it’s an hon-
our to represent my country so 
many times,” said Bale.

“But it’s more important 
that we try and get the victory. 
hopefully we can and it’ll make 
it even more special.

“It will be a difficult game 
versus Iran - they are a very 
good team. they are here for a 
reason, but of course we believe 
we can beat them.”

asked about resting Bale 
against Iran during his own 
pre-match press conference, 
Wales manager robert Page 
said, “Good luck not picking 
him.”

Page insisted Bale was 
ready for Wales’ second group 
game, despite the fact that the 
player himself admitted that 
such an energy-sapping match 
to begin with was not ideal due 
to the short turnaround in fix-
tures.

Bale said: “I’m feeling OK, 

obviously it took a few days be-
fore I could feel my legs again. 
But we are professionals, we 
try to recover and do the best 
we can. Playing 104 minutes, 
or whatever it was, isn’t ideal 
when you’ve got a game four 
days later.”

Wales cannot afford to start 
slowly against Iran, whom they 
must defeat if they are to have 
a realistic chance of making the 
last 16, with Group B favour-
ites and early leaders england 
coming up in their third and 
final group game on tuesday.

“Iran will be looking for a 
reaction to a disappointing de-
feat,” Page said.

“I believe they would 
have looked at the 
schedule and deter-
mined that england 
was a free game for 
them. that’s why I 
believe the manager 
changed the shape 
for that game. the 
formation he chooses 
should not surprise 
us. Both teams 
must win.”

as Page 
points out, this 
is also a crucial 
match for Iran, 
who will almost 
certainly be elimi-
nated from the group 
stage if they suffer 
their second defeat.

the Welsh boss now has 
a full squad to choose 
from after allen was 
cleared to train with the 
main group.

“Joe got through 
his fitness test, so 
that’s good news. 

he’s fit and raring to go,” said 
Page.“We were all concerned 
about him because of the ex-
tent of the injury.

“he kept breaking down. 
We had to meet targets along 
the way and they’ve met every 
target. Last week they pushed 
him to 100 percent. It was a 
gamble. If he’d have broken 
down he would have been com-
pletely out of the tournament.”

Bale is set to 
surpass Gunter, 
who will be among 
the substitutes for 
Friday’s game

player
IKOLI VCITOR

DOHA

Iran coach Carlos Queiroz 
is looking forward to Friday’s 
match against Wales after their 
opening-game thrashing by 
england.

Iran was defeated 6-2 by 
england in their first game, and 
anything less than a complete 
victory will spell doom for Iran.

Queiroz told a press con-
ference, “everyone knows that 
our first game did not go as 
planned, but the World Cup be-
gins today for us. We have two 
games scheduled. We only have 
six points to fight for.”

On the status of goalkeeper 
alireza Beiranvand who has 
been sidelined due to concus-
sion protocols following a col-
lision with teammate Majid 
hosseini in Monday’s game, 
Queiroz said: “Day by day, test 
by test, everything is moving 
all right and we are happy with 
that situation but, due to the 
fact that he was involved in an 
incident that is related to con-
cussion, there is a medical pro-
tocol that we need to respect.

“there is no way to move 
around the protocol. he will 
not play tomorrow, but he will 
be ready for the last game.”

Meanwhile, Iran’s top 
striker Mehdi taremi said the 
players were not under any 
pressure after refusing to sing 
the national anthem d u r -
ing their game 
against eng-
land.

“I said 
that I don’t 
want to talk 
about politi-
cal issues, but 
I can give you a very short 
sentence in response to your 
question because I respect 
you,” taremi, who scored 
both Iran goals against 
england, said.

“no, we are not under 
any pressure. the fact is 
that we have come here to 

play football. not only us, 
but all the players who are 
present in Qatar have come 
here to play football.

“I cannot change any-
thing; thousands of other 

people like me cannot change 
anything.”

When asked if he had a 
message for the Iranian pro-
testers, taremi, speaking 
through an interpreter, replied: 
“Whatever I say here will have 
no effect anywhere. Sorry, I’m 
not going to elaborate on what 
was reported.”

Queiroz said he had no 
problem with political ques-
tions, but that Iran was be-
ing asked more than their fair 
share.

“You asked if I think it’s 
fair that they sometimes ask us 
questions,” Iran’s Portuguese 
coach responded.

“It’s your right to ask those 
questions, but as a normal citi-
zen of the world, I find it strange 
that you don’t ask the same 
questions of other coaches and 
national teams, knowing that 
they have so many problems at 
home and cause so many prob-
lems all over the world.”

World Cup 
begins today 
for us, says 
iran coach

Key 
game for 

Iran 

Group B: Wales vs Iran (1 pm) Ahmed Bin Ali Stadium

Welsh players take part in a training session at Al Sadd SC on Thursday.

Iran’s Portuguese head coach 
Carlos Queiroz attends a press  
conference at the Qatar National 
Convention Center (QNCC) in Doha 
on Thursday. (AFP)

 Group B  p  W  D   L GF  GA  GD  pts

England 1 1 0 0 6 2 4 3

Wales 1 0 1 0 1 1 0 1

uSA 1 0 1 0 1 1 0 1

Iran 1 0 0 1 2 6 -4 0

Iran’s forward #20 Sardar Azmoun takes part in a training 
session at the Al Rayyan training facility on Thursday. (AFP)

bale to
beCome Wales’
most Capped

It will be a difficult game versus 
Iran - they are a very good 
team. They are here for a 
reason, but of course we 
believe we can beat them

Gareth Bale

Wales’ forward Gareth Bale addresses a press conference at the Qatar National Convention Center (QNCC) in Doha on Thursday. (AFP)
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DOHA 

IT’S time to put controversies 
aside and focus on the World 
Cup, Netherlands coach Louis 
Van Gaal said on Thursday as 
his team prepared to meet Ec-
uador in a contest that could 
decide top spot in Group A.

Germany’s players pro-
tested against FIFA’s decision 
on Wednesday by covering 
their mouths before kickoff as 
a symbolic gesture and then 
went out and lost 2-1 to Japan.

Van Gaal said he did not 
know if the protest contributed 
to Germany’s shock defeat only 
that he was not going to take 
the chance of anything 
distracting his men 
against Ecuador.

“No,” Van 
Gaal said when 
asked if his 
team were 
planning any 
protest. “We 
put a full stop 
after all the po-
litical issues past 
Thursday.

“We have this purpose 
and we’re not going to have 
that tarnished by the actions 
of FIFA or whichever other or-
ganization.

“But I’ve already responded 
… I think that’s enough.”

The Netherlands might not 
have the standout stars they 
had at the 2014 World Cup, but 
Louis van Gaal thinks the over-
all quality of his squad in Qatar 
is better.

Van Gaal, who was in typi-
cally good humour as he pre-
viewed the Netherlands’ game 
against Ecuador, led the Dutch 
to the semi-finals eight years 
ago.

Memphis Depay, Daley 
Blind and Stefan de Vrij are the 
only players who featured in 

Van Gaal’s squad in 2014, with 
the rest of the Oranje’s selec-
tion in Qatar being World Cup 
debutants.

Although their squad lacks 
the leading lights of Robin van 
Persie, Wesley Sneijder and Ar-
jen Robben that Van Gaal had 
at his disposal in Brazil, the 
Netherlands coach thinks his 
squad of 2022 has more to of-
fer across the board.

With Germany and Argen-
tina losing their first matches, 
there is the possibility of the 
draw opening up, and Van Gaal 
sees no reason why his team 
cannot capitalize.

“I didn’t see all the matches, 
but the fact that Germany and 

Argentina lost is some-
what telling, but I al-

ways say it’s easier 
to defend than 
it is attack,” he 
said in a press 
conference.

“I heard 
that Germany 
missed a lot of 

chances and then 
they lose.
This has got to do 

with team discipline. This is 
why I say this group is great.

“They’re the ones who have 
to put it into practice, execute 
my instructions for 90 min-
utes. If they don’t perform as 
well, you put in the next player 
who will do his utmost.

Depay only featured as a 
substitute against Senegal on 
Monday, with the Barcelona 
forward recovering from an 
injury and lack of game time at 
club level.

Van Gaal is unsure if the 
28-year-old will be fit to start 
against Ecuador.

“With Memphis, he was 
training in Amsterdam and 
that was individual,” he added. 
“Now he needs to train with the 
team.

IT’S TIME TO 
FOCUS ON 
WC: V GAAL

Van Gaal  
unsure if the 
28-year-old  

Memphis Depay  
will be fit to start 

against  
Ecuador

Ecuador have nothing to lose against Netherlands: Alfaro

Netherlands’ World 
Cup squad is better
than the one in 
2014, claims coach

AGENCIES
DOHA

ECUADOR head coach Gustavo Al-
faro said on Thursday that his team 
will have nothing to lose against the 
Netherlands when the teams meet in 
World Cup Group A.

The Netherlands, who have been 
runners-up at three World Cups, are 
firm favorites going into Friday’s 
match at Khalifa stadium in Doha 
and received a confidence boost with 
a 2-0 win over Senegal in their open-
ing game on Monday.

But Ecuador will provide stern 
opposition, having also begun their 
campaign with a 2-0 victory in the 
tournament opener against hosts 
Qatar on Sunday.

“The match puts us in a place 
where we have everything to win and 
nothing to lose,” Alfaro told a news 
conference. “Nobody knows what 
will happen. But I’m very confident 
based on what my team has shown.”

One concern for Alfaro will be 
the fitness of Enner Valencia, who 

suffered an ankle injury after scor-
ing both of Ecuador’s goals against 
Qatar.

The 33-year-old Fenerbahce for-
ward has been unable to train with 

the main squad and will be given un-
til the last minute to prove his fitness.

“He’s as tough as they come but 
we’ll see how he is this afternoon,” 
Alfaro said. “The exams show that 

he doesn’t have a significant injury 
and if it’s up to him he’ll play like he 
always does when we need him. We 
hope that he responds well [to treat-
ment] today and that he can play 
from the beginning.”

Valencia became Ecuador’s re-
cord World Cup goalscorer with five 
goals, courtesy of a first-half dou-
ble in a one-sided Group A opener 
against the hosts on Sunday.

The striker had an early goal con-
tentiously disallowed by the VAR at 
Al Bayt Stadium before opening the 
scoring from the penalty spot after 
he was brought down by Qatar goal-
keeper Saad Al Sheeb.

Ecuador’s leading all-time goals-
corer found the back of the net again 
with a powerful header as La Tri 
dominated the game in Al Khor.

There was concern when Valen-
cia sustained a knee injury late in the 
first half and although he was able to 
continue, the skipper was withdrawn 
15 minutes from time.

Alfaro allayed concerns over the 
33-year-old’s condition ahead of the 

clash with the Oranje at Khalifa In-
ternational Stadium in Al Rayyan on 
Friday and praised the captain for si-
lencing his critics.

“He is the all-time top scorer for 
Ecuador, he is going through tough 
times, he was questioned at times in 
Ecuador,” said Alfaro.

“He managed to score, which 
means a lot to him. Four or five play-
ers took a few blows, but nothing se-
rious.

“Enner will play against the 
Netherlands, there is no doubt about 
that.”

Alfaro praised the work of his 
counterpart Louis van Gaal, who he 
credited for transforming the Neth-
erlands’ fortunes after replacing 
Frank de Boer as a manager in Au-
gust last year.

“They are a well-organized team 
with a lot of individual talent - play-
ers that can decide a game on their 
own,” he said. “When you play 
against a great time [like the Neth-
erlands] you have to be switched on, 
both physically and mentally.

Ecuador’s Argentinian coach Gustavo Alfaro addresses a press conference at the 
Qatar National Convention Center (QNCC) in Doha on Thursday. (AFP)

Coach hugs reporter
AGENCIES

NETHERLANDS coach Louis Van Gaal was taken by 
surprise at a World Cup news conference Thursday 
when a Senegalese reporter told the Dutchman he was 
a longtime admirer.

“I don’t have any question for you. It’s just an op-
portunity to tell you I’m a fan since 3 years old,” Papa 
Mahmoud Gueye said. “I love you.”

The 71-year-old Van Gaal, sometimes viewed as a 
stern-faced, taciturn and obdurate figure in soccer, 
broke into a huge smile before responding.

“I’m going to give you a big hug after this, because 
I like that you say this and I mean that seriously,” Van 
Gaal said through an interpreter. “Because people don’t 
often say this to me. So we’ll give each other a big hug 
afterward.”

Van Gaal kept his word, moving down from the 
stage and beckoning the reporter with his hand to join 
him in a warm embrace. The 28-year-old Gueye works 
for Senegalese publication Taggat.sn.

Netherlands’ players including 
defender Virgil van Dijk (centre on 
left photo) and Netherlands’ forward 
Steven Bergwijn (L) take part in a 
training session at Qatar Universty in 
Doha on Thursday. (AFP)
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Netherlands have been runners-up at three World Cups and are 

competing in their 11th finals.

They finished top of their World Cup qualifying group and are 

unbeaten in 16 games since their elimination at the last European 

Championship by the Czech Republic.

Netherlands began their Group A campaign with a 2-0 victory 

over African champions Senegal.

Ecuador are playing in their fourth World Cup with aspirations 

to surpass their previous best performance when they reached the 

last 16 in Germany in 2006.

Ecuador secured South America’s last automatic qualifying 

spot by coming fourth in a perennially tough group, winning seven 

games and scoring 27 goals in the 18-match slog.

Ecuador handed a first ever defeat to a World Cup host when 

they beat Qatar 2-0 in their opening Group A game. 

Previous meetings:

 The two nations have only played each other twice, both in 

friendlies. The Dutch won 1-0 in 2006 and they drew 1-1 in 2014.

Key Stats

Group A: Netherlands vs Ecuador (7 pm) Khalifa International Stadium

Netherlands coach Louis Van Gaal



IkolI VIctor
Doha

T
he United States face england in 
their second match of the FIFA 
World Cup Qatar 2022 group stage 
match at the Al Bayt Stadium on 
Friday. The United States enter the 

match as underdogs to england, who thrashed 
Iran in their opening match. A loss will almost 
certainly end the US’ chances of progressing. 
They desperately need an impressive result after 
giving up their lead against Wales to settle for a 
1-1 draw.

US coach Gregg Berhalter admits that the eng-
lish team are formidable, but he is confident that 
the USMNT can pose a threat to the Three Lions. 

“We believe there are areas we can exploit and 
harm them,” he told a press conference.

“When it comes to england, they finished fourth 
in the 2018 World Cup and second in euro 2020. 
These are the tangible items to which you cannot 
point. We’re not there yet,” Greg said in response 
to a question about the current crop of American 
players.  “We need to use this World Cup to estab-
lish ourselves and then hopefully move to the next 
World Cup and do the same,” he said.

US captain Tyler Adams said his teammates 
are relishing their underdog status as they look to 
pull off another World Cup upset against england.

Leeds midfielder Adams, on the other hand, 
believes the Americans are unfazed by the pros-
pect of facing a team he considers to be one of the 
tournament favourites.

“I think england are currently one of the fa-
vourites to win the World Cup,” Adams said.

“I think that in a lot of games people say we’re 
the underdogs. But we carry that with pride. It 
doesn’t mean anything to us to be underdogs, or 
to be favourites. That being said, when we step on 
the field against england we have to be prepared 
or else a win is not possible.”

Adams added that Friday’s game is a chance to 
accelerate a positive shift in how American soccer 
is perceived around the world.

“It’s a huge opportunity to fast track the im-
pact that we can have,” Adams said. “These are 
the games where it’s a high pressure, privileged 
moment to step on the field against some of these 
guys... When you get a result in a game like this 
people start to respect Americans a little bit more.”

“We have to stay disciplined and do what we 
do every single day, train well, perform in the 
games and show up. We know that our quality 
can show and our determination can show,” he 
said.

Despite his optimism – and the United States’ 
previous success in defeating england in the 1950 
World Cup – Adams recognises the significance of 
a victory. “I believe it’s a tremendous opportunity 
to accelerate the impact we can have,” he said.

Drawing parallels between his job and that 
of england manager Gareth Southgate, the 

US coach stated, “When he first took over 
his job, it was very much similar to the 

one I first took over, trying to reshape 
the identity of the team, refocus, 
working on the younger group of 
players, so in that case very simi-
lar.” 

“But, based on recent events, 
the pressure in the english me-

dia has been tremendous, and 
I believe this is different. 

These guys give me a hard 
time every now and 

then, but not to the ex-
tent that Southgate 
does. he’s done an 
excellent job with 
this team, and 
they’re a formi-
dable opponent, 
so it’ll be a tough 
game for us.”

‘US Can hUrt  
England’
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Group B: England vs USA (10 pm) Al Bayt Stadium

US coach Gregg Berhalter admits the 
English are formidable, but he is  

confident his side can pose a threat 

England manager Gareth Southgate 
in no mood to be carried away by 

the side’s 6-2 trouncing of Iran 

‘Won’t takE  
US lightly’

IkolI VIctor
Doha

A
FTer a relatively easy opener 
against Iran, england manager 
Gareth Southgate warned that he 
expects a different level of opposi-
tion from the United States when 

the two teams meet in a crucial group match 
on Friday. 

“I think today’s game will be very different 
to the first match,” said Southgate.

“They are a team that press the ball really 
well and who have, with respect, probably a 
level of players that have more experience of 
playing in top-level european leagues.”

“In terms of today’s game, it’s not going to 
be the pattern of the previous one.”

Southgate stated that he would not 
get carried away after england’s con-
vincing victory on Monday, the larg-
est margin for the english team.

“We’re good at talking highly 
of ourselves as a nation and on 
the basis of very little evidence,” 
he added. “What we’ve got to do is 
perform on the field.”

“We know we’ll be playing a 
highly motivated team, but we’ve 
got huge respect for our oppo-
nents, we know a lot of them from 
our league and we know the quality 
and athleticism they have,” the eng-
land coach said.

“The risk for us is that we think be-
cause we played well the other day we 
can just go through to the next game. 
“We’ve got to find that reset button to 
have the same psychology and determi-
nation. So I don’t think we will be under-
estimating the USA team at all.”

Southgate said it would be a “brave de-
cision” to leave harry Kane out of england’s 
starting lineup against the United States after 
confirming the striker had passed a fitness 
test.

In england’s 6-2 win over Iran on Mon-
day, Kane was injured by a sloppy challenge by 
Morteza Pouraliganji. 

“harry’s good,” he said. “he came 
through training, no problems, so it would 
be a brave decision to leave him out of the 
starting team.”

Southgate also has immense respect 
for US coach Gregg Berhalter, who has 
sought advice from the england boss 
on several occasions.

“I’ve enjoyed my interactions with 
Gregg. I’ve learned a lot from him. 
They have progressed a lot under him, 
as I expected.”

harry Maguire, one of Southgate’s 
dependable players, will win his 50th 
cap against the US on Friday, and while 
the Manchester United defender has 
been the target of criticism almost since 
his debut, Southgate had nothing but 
praise for him. 

“We wanted to build our team to 
have the capability to play from the back 

and harry and John Stones, who have played 
the majority of the matches across the last five 
years, have provided an incredible platform to 
build on.

“We won’t appreciate what stability that’s 
given us in possession until they’re not there. 
And that’s the start point, as they also defend 
well and fight for each other.”

Southgate said, “It’s great for harry to get 
this 50th cap, it’s well deserved. he’s played a 
major part of us getting two big tournament 
performances and we all want this to be the 
third.”

The Manchester United defender was 
questioned about his fitness and relevance 

to both club and country, 
but he remained 

unfazed, say-
ing, “I have 

great belief 
in myself 
on the 
training 
p i t c h , 
I give 
my all, I 
give my 
best.”

Key Stats
England have a predictably excellent record against the USa 

and have won eight of the 11 matches played between the two 
teams, as opposed to the USa’s two victories.
The USa are winless in their last five matches against England 

in all competitions, with their previous victory against the Three 
Lions coming by a 1-0 margin in 1993.
England have failed to defeat the USa at the FIFa World Cup 

so far and have suffered one defeat and one draw in their two 
games so far.

Harry’s good. He came through training, no problems, so it would be 
a brave decision to leave him out of the starting team. I think 
(Friday’s) game will be very different to the first match. (The US) are 
a team that press the ball really well and who have, with respect, 
probably a level of player that has more experience of playing in 
top-level European leagues.

— England manager Gareth Southgate

england captain Kane fit for US clash after all-clear
PA MedIA/dPA

aL Khor

GAreTh Southgate said it would 
be a “brave decision” to leave har-
ry Kane out of his england starting 
line-up against the United States af-
ter confirming the striker had come 
through training with a clean bill of 
health.

Kane suffered a knock after a 
clumsy challenge by Morteza Poura-
liganji in england’s 6-2 World Cup 

win against Iran on Monday - the 
Three Lions’ biggest ever win at the 
start of a major tournament.

The Tottenham striker, who has 
a history of ankle problems, did play 
on for 25 minutes but was seen limp-
ing after the game and went for a 
precautionary scan.

however, Kane has returned to 
training without issue and South-
gate suggested his captain will fea-
ture from the start on Friday.

“harry’s good,” he said. “he 

came through training, no problems, 
so it would be a brave decision to 
leave him out of the starting team.” 
Southgate warned he expects a dif-
ferent level of opposition from the 
Americans after england enjoyed a 
relatively easy opener against Iran.

“I think (Friday’s) game will be 
very different to the first match,” 
added Southgate.

“They are a team that press the 
ball really well and who have, with 
respect, probably a level of player 

that has more experience of playing 
in top-level european leagues.

“In terms of (Friday’s) game, it’s 
not going to be the pattern of the 
previous one.” Southgate said he 
would not be getting carried away 
following Monday’s convincing vic-
tory.

“We’re good at talking highly of 
ourselves as a nation and on the ba-
sis of very little evidence,” he added. 
“What we’ve got to do is perform on 
the field.”

Harry Kane
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Vinay nayudu
Doha

Much like an entire nation, 
even though small in size, 
hosts Qatar are eager for their 
national team to bring on their 
game when they face Senegal 
in their crucial Group A clash 
of FIFA World cup Qatar 
2022 at the Al Thumama Sta-
dium on Friday.

The Al Annabi are capable 
of a much better display has 
been the common refrain and 
not without a reason. The 2019 
Asian cup champions have an 
attacking line up with play-
ers who can hold their own. 
having made their World cup 
debut they would now need 
to overcome their nerves and 
show the steel.

Their long time coach Felix 
Sanchez too is eager and called 
for his boys to bring on their “A 
Game”.

Addressing the media on 
the eve of the clash against 
Senegal, Sanchez said, “We 
hope that now we are free from 
all the pressure that we had in 
the opening match. I hope we 
can compete and bring our ‘A 
Game’ and show that we can 
be more competitive than we 
were the other day. We are 
playing a very high-level team 
so we need to prove ourselves, 
play our game and see what 
happens.”

Performance under pres-

sure matters and Sanchez 
wants his team to prove its 
mettle. 

“The curtain raiser wasn’t 
what we expected,” he said. 
“Maybe we felt a bit over-
whelmed by the responsibility. 
We were nervous as well. In 
this World cup, for any mo-
ment you are not performing 
well, you will be punished. In 
our profession, footballers and 
coaches are always feeling the 
expectation of performing well 
especially in a World cup.

“We want to play our best 
game, achieve our best level. 
Then the outcome of this game 
is in our hands.”

Exuding confidence and as-
suring fans was Qatar defender 
Ismail Mohamad. “The last 
match is history now,” he said. 
“I think we are starting a fresh 
page with the team and prepar-
ing for the next match.

“I do think that the team is 
on the right path. I think that in 
the next match we will be bet-
ter prepared and we will give it 
our all.”

Mohamad said Qatar has 
taken inspiration from shock 
wins for Saudi Arabia, who beat 
Argentina, and Japan, who 
beat Germany. “It goes without 
saying that those teams, espe-
cially Saudi Arabia, are making 
us a little bit jealous and moti-
vating us to perform as well as 
they have. 

“We want to give it our all 
tomorrow,” he stressed.

Qatar in their first World 
cup appearance fell to a 0-2 
defeat in their opener against 
Ecuador. 

Senegal too have lost 0-2 to 
the Netherlands, thus it’s now a 
level field and a do-or-die affair 
for both the African and Asian 
champions. 

What is also to Qatar’s ad-
vantage is that all their play-
ers are fit unlike Senegal who, 
besides the absence of Sadio 
Mane, now might miss duo 
cheikhou Kouyate and Abdou 
Diallo who were taken off in-
jured against the Netherlands.

Senegal coach Aliou cisse, 
however, is sure that his team 
will live up to the challenge. 
“We had other difficult games 
in the past,” said cisse.

“I am not planning to do 
any revolutionary changes, we 
are optimistic and expecting 
that Diallo and Kouyaté will 
be ready for tomorrow despite 
picking up knocks and leaving 
the match against the Neth-
erlands early.

“Mendy is doing very 
well. he has my full trust.”

Qatar captain has-
san Al haydos, attacking 
forwards Almoez 
Ali and Akram 
Afif, homam 
Al Amin, de-
fender Ab-

delkarim hassan could be the 
key and dazzle if they can find 
the rhythm and balance to their 
attack and defence.

Qatar players are also used 
to the African flair and play 
style which should make the 
Qatar-Senegal exciting.

Stage fright over, time for 
Qatar to show the world that 
they belong at this level – the 
result notwithstanding.

Sanchez SayS we muSt bring on 
our ‘a game’ aS qatar face Senegal

Afif’s emotional Senegal reunion without friend Abdou

ThuWuNNA Stadium 
in Yangon, Myanmar. 
Akram Afif rises highest 

to head home what proved to be 
the winner in a tense final be-
tween Qatar and DPR Korea’s 
u19 sides. 

Felix Sanchez’s men are 
crowned Asian champions for 
the first time at that level.

With the trophy held aloft, 
gold medals proudly worn and 
a place at the FIFA u20 World 
cup New Zealand 2015 sealed, 
Qatar’s number 5 and num-
ber 10 shared in a moment of 
reflection on the pitch, and a 
promise to keep going and re-
peat this achievement at senior 
level.

Little did Afif, the match 

winner, and his closest friend 
Serigne Abdou know about 
what lay ahead.
Abdou’s Senegalese 
connection
At the Waikato Stadium in 
hamilton, New Zealand, there 
were mixed emotions for Ab-
dou as he lined up for his coun-
try of birth, Qatar, in the last 
game of their u20 World cup 
campaign against his ancestral 
homeland Senegal. 

Elimination at the group 
stage had already been con-
firmed following defeats to co-
lombia and Portugal.

Qatar took the lead but Sen-
egal turned it around with As-
pire Academy graduate Moussa 

Wague scoring the winner for 
Senegal. It was disappoint-
ment for the Qataris, but Ab-
dou knew it was a step towards 
being at the FIFA World cup 
seven years later, perhaps play-
ing against Senegal again.
“May God have mercy on you”

however, a few weeks after 
the returning from New Zea-
land, the young defender was 
diagnosed with brain cancer. 
Months of chemotherapy and 

other treatments between Ger-
many and Qatar followed and, 
by October of 2015, he was 
back in Doha, in recovery mode 
and already talking about re-
turning to his beloved game for 
the 2015-16 season.

One year on, Abdou re-
lapsed. Afif, then playing his 
football at Spanish side Sport-
ing Gijon, tweeted a prayer for 
the health of his fellow Aspire 
Academy graduate. Two days 

later, the sad news arrived. Ab-
dou did not make it to his 22nd 
birthday.

“We belong to God and to 
him we shall return. Serigne 
Abdou passed away… May God 
have mercy on you,” tweeted 
Afif, reciting the traditional 
Muslim mourning prayer for 
his childhood friend, who was 
gone much too soon.

“I miss you, my brother.”
At the Zayed Sports city Sta-

dium in Abu Dhabi, with seven 
minutes to go to the final whis-
tle, Afif slots home from the pen-
alty spot for Qatar’s third goal of 
the night. It was their 19th of a 
historic AFc Asian cup cam-
paign, and the goal that cement-
ed a 3-1 final victory over record 
champions Japan.

Afif and fellow AFc u-19 
champion from 2014 Almoez 
Ali were the talismanic force 
behind the triumph, the former 
registering a competition re-
cord ten assists and the latter a 

record nine goals to take home 
the top scorer award.

Now, it’s the Al Thumama 
Stadium in Doha, where Qatar 
will face Senegal once again. 
This time, at the FIFA World 
cup. A dream come true for 
Afif and six of his teammates 
who were present on that even-
ing in hamilton. In spirit, Ab-
dou makes his reunion with 
Senegal.

With the trophy held aloft, 
gold medals proudly worn and 
a place in this history books 
sealed, Qatar’s number 11 
slipped into a quiet corner, re-
flecting on the promise of five 
years ago.

he Tweeted: “Serigne 
Abdo, it was our dream to be 
Asian champions one day, and 
today I want to tell you that we 
brought the Asian cup to you, 
my brother. This trophy and 
the gold medal are for you. I 
miss you, my brother. May God 
have mercy on you” (Fifa.com)Akram Afif and Serigne Abdou.

Qatar’s Aspire Generation faced Senegal at the FIFA U20 
World Cup New Zealand 2015, but seven years later,  
they will be without late teammate Serigne Abdou

Qatar’s Spanish coach Felix Sanchez (L) and Qatar’s Ismaiel Moham-
med address the media at QNCC on Thursday on the eve of their 

FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 match against Senegal. (aFP)

Senegal’s players including goalkeeper Edouard Mendy (C) take part 
in a training session at Duhail SC training facilities on Thursday, on the 
eve of their FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 match against Qatar. (aFP)

Hopefully we can play freely 
and without pressure and be 
better than what happened 
in the first game, this team 
have a point to prove.
Qatar coach Felix Sanchez

Qatar players take part in a training 
session at the Aspire Training site 
in Doha on Thursday on the eve of 
their FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 
match against Senegal. (aFP)

Key Stats
 Both teams lost their first 
game, with Qatar falling 2-0 
to Ecuador for the first ever 
loss by a host country in the 
opening match and Senegal 
to Netherlands by the same 
score. 
 The game in al Thumama 
stadium will be a meeting 
between the current asian 
and african champions. 
 Regional governing bod-
ies CaF and the aFC have 
previously organised two 
intercontinental tournaments 
together, one for the conti-
nents’ club sides and the 
other for national teams. 
 Senegal shocked the 
world by reaching the quar-

ter-finals 20 years ago on 
their first World Cup appear-
ance in Japan and South 
Korea. a 16-year wait to 
return to the finals followed 
but at Russia 2018 their 
hearts were broken as they 
were eliminated in the group 
stage by Japan on a fair play 
tiebreaker. 
 Qatar hope to avoid 
becoming the fourth World 
Cup hosts eliminated in the 
first round at the finals after 
Switzerland, Chile and South 
africa in 1954, 1962 and 
2010 respectively. 
Previous meetings: 
 This will be the first meet-
ing between the two sides.

Group A: Qatar 
vs Senegal (4pm) 
Al Thumama 
Stadium


