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Qatar World Cup
is as popular as
ever: FIFA figures

Opening match attracts
more viewers than in
Russia four years ago

Half of viewing audience
in Brazil watch Qatar
versus Ecuador

France’s opening match
attracts largest
audience of the year

Tribune News Network
Doha

His Highness the Amir of State of Qatar Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani met with HM King Felipe VI of the
Kingdom of Spain and the accompanying delegation visiting the country to attend part of the FIFA World Cup
Qatar 2022 matches, at Ritz-Carlton Hotel on Thursday. During the meeting, they discussed the close bilateral
relations between the two countries and the ways to enhance and develop them. (QNA)

AFC president slams
malicious campaigns
against Qatar 2022
Calls to boycott
Qatar 2022 WC
didn’t succeed
despite Western
campaign: French
football chief
QNA
Paris

French Football Federation
President Noel Le Graet said
that Western media campaign
launched against the FIFA
World Cup Qatar 2022 was excessive, adding that they like to
be a little excessive in France
on a lot of issues.
Speaking in an interview
with French radio (RTL), Le
Graet said “I believe there has
been an excessive campaign
against Qatar. But you know,
we like to be a little excessive
in France on a lot of issues.”
“The political side surprised
me a little at times. I believe
this country is what it is. I look
at the football side. It is up to
the politicians to do their job,”
he added.
He believed that there is no
justification for France to show its
dissatisfaction with Qatar, as the
two countries “still sign relatively
big contracts and the two governments get along not so badly.”
He pointed out that the
excessive boycott calls did
not succeed, and the evidence
is that the fan areas are full
of hundreds of people who
came to watch the World Cup
matches.

Doha Metro, Lusail
Tram transport 2.4
million passengers
in four days (PG 3)

QNA
Doha

The President of the Asian
Football Confederation (AFC)
Sheikh Salman bin Ibrahim
Al Khalifa has expressed his
disapproval of the unjust campaigns against the FIFA World
Cup Qatar 2022.
This came in response to
journalists’ questions in Doha
about the smear campaigns
that Qatar has been subjected
to since it won the bid to host
the World Cup tournament.
Concerning the historic
victory of the Saudi team over
Argentina, the AFC President
said that what the Saudi team
presented against Argentina is
an honorable thing. The Saudi
team sprang a beautiful sur-

prise, and we want to see the
team in the round of 16.
The AFC president stressed
that Asian football is strong,
referring in a related context
to the victory of the Japanese
team against the German team.
The Saudis achieved the first
surprise of the tournament by
defeating Argentina 2-1, at Lusail Stadium, in the first round
of the group stage in FIFA
World Cup Qatar 2022.

The FIFA World Cup is proving to be as popular as ever
around the world with preliminary figures for the opening
match of the 2022 tournament
showing an increase in viewership compared to the corresponding match in Russia four
years ago.
For example, the opening
game between Qatar and Ecuador on Sunday, November
20, was watched by an average
of 3.3 million viewers, with a
peak audience of 3.6 million,
in Ecuador. This represented a
109% increase in viewership of
the opening game in the country compared to the highest
ratings in the last 2 editions of
the FIFA World Cup.
In addition, in Brazil the
audience share - the percentage
of people watching at the time was 50% on TV Globo.
The average audience for
the game of 24.36 million was
6% higher than for the opening
game of the 2018 FIFA World
Cup, between hosts Russia and
Saudi Arabia, which was aired
on the same channel (22.86
million viewers).
Meanwhile, in Colombia,
the viewing audience of 5.5 million, with a peak of 6.3 million,
on Caracol TV was better than
any of the six previous World
Cup opening games and represented an audience share of
62.7%.
European audiences were
also higher for the opening
game than in Russia.
In the United Kingdom,

BBC1’s coverage of the game
attracted an average audience
of 6.25 million viewers, representing a 57.5% increase in the
opening match of the previous
World Cup, and an audience
share of 47.1%.
In France, where TF1 broadcast the game, the audience
of 5.05 million was more than
30% than the opening match
in 2018 (3.83 million viewers).
Live coverage of the opening
ceremony was watched by an
average of 4.18 million viewers,
outperforming the rugby union
international between France
and Japan which was aired at
the same time.
In Italy, the opening match
attracted the highest TV audience of the day -- an average of
4.66 million viewers (audience
share 29.5%) and a significant
increase on 2018 when 3.59
million viewers watched the
opening match. In Spain, the
audience was 13% higher than
four years ago.

The broadcast of the Netherlands v Senegal match on
Monday, 21 November attracted a share of 74.5% for Dutch
broadcaster NPO1 and the
audience of 4.16 million was
higher than any programme for
the month of October, and the
highest of the day.
Wales’s first appearance
in the FIFA World Cup since
1958 was broadcast in English
on ITV across the UK and in
Welsh on S4C in Wales.
The match against the
United States attracted strong
audiences with an audience of
7.8 million, with a peak of 12.5
million, in the UK, while taking an audience share of 43%
within Wales.
French broadcaster TF1
had the highest audience of the
year, 12.53 million, with a peak
of 14 million, and an audience
share of 48.1 percent, watch the
world champions begin the defence of their title against Australia.

Record-breaking
Ronaldo fires
Portugal to 3-2
win over Ghana
Cristiano Ronaldo stated his club future “does not matter”
after a “beautiful moment” which saw him etched his name into
the history books as the first man to score in five World Cups
during Portugal’s thrilling 3-2 victory over Ghana on Thursday.
The 37-year-old’s thumping penalty put Fernando Santos’s side
ahead in the Group H encounter at Stadium 974. Ronaldo’s
goal comes on the back of a week when he has dominated the
headlines, conducting an interview that sent shockwaves across
the world of football due to his immense criticism of Manchester
United, with it then announced on Tuesday that a mutual termination of his contract was agreed. “It was a beautiful moment,
my fifth World Cup. We won. We started with a good foot, it’s a
very important win,” he told a press conference. (TNN)
— Sports page 2

'20,000 tweets
per second for
Qatar World Cup'
Elon Musk, owner of Twitter, has said
that the tweet traffic on the global platform about the FIFA World Cup Qatar
2022 on Wednesday reached 20,000
tweets per second. Musk, in a tweet
via his official Twitter account, praised
the team on Twitter, saying that they
did a great job. (TNN)
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Entire country in grip of
football fever: Afnan Afif
Vice-Speaker of the Moroccan House of Advisors Fouad Kadiri has wished Qatar all success
in hosting this edition of the tournament.

Amid celebrations of World
Cup 2022, Qatar star’s sister expresses pride at seeing her brother in action on
the biggest stage of all

Hosting of World Cup
by Qatar historic, says
Moroccan House
vice-speaker

Tribune News Network
Doha

Afnan Afif – sister of Qatar star
Akram – was overwhelmed with
pride when she took her seat at Al
Bayt Stadium during the opening
match to watch her brother represent
Al Annabi in the FIFA World Cup.
Speaking on the day of the match
between Qatar and Ecuador, Afnan
said, “When I woke up this morning
it felt like it was Eid. I was too excited
and woke up even earlier than usual.
The entire country is celebrating –
everyone has caught football fever.”
Watching Akram play – even in
huge arenas like Al Bayt Stadium –
reminds Afnan of her youth.
She said: “I enjoy watching him
play – it reminds me of our childhood.
We’re all super proud of him and confident he can perform at a high level
– hopefully even better than the 2019
Asian Cup. The fact that he is playing
in a World Cup is huge for everyone.”
Although Qatar lost the opening match 2-0, Afnan and family felt
nothing but pride. “Seeing him walk
out, the national anthem, the game –
it was amazing. Hopefully things will
go better in our next matches,” she
said.
The Afifs are a well-known football
family of players, coaches and agents.
Left-winger Akram has represented
Qatar with distinction for many years.
The Al Sadd star was a key member
of the 2019 AFC Asian Cup winning
squad after coming through Aspire
Academy. He was named Asian Footballer of the Year in 2019.
“Football is in our blood and it all

QNA
Doha

Football is in our blood and it all started with my dad, Hassan, who began his journey as a player and later became a coach, said Afnan Afif.

started with my dad, Hassan, who began his journey as a player and later
became a coach,” said Afnan. “Two
of my brothers are also players and
my eldest brother manages their careers. Then there’s me, the youngest
in the family. I’m the youngest female
football coach in Qatar with Al Arabi

Qatar 2022 organisers thank Japanese
fans for tidying up the stadiums
after hosting of matches

women’s team.” Afnan’s football journey began with her father, during his
coaching days.
“Growing up, I remember going
with my dad to Al Markhiya Sports
Club when he was the coach. I was
too young to understand the game or
what was going on – but I used to sit

on the benches and try to understand
the sport,” said Afnan.
“In time, I learned more about
football at school. I remember seeing
my brothers come home with medals
and trophies and I used to ask what
they’re for. I slowly began to understand football and what was going on.
My brother Afif taught me about the
game and Ali and Akram supported
me all the way until I fell in love with
it and became a coach.”
Afnan is also incredibly proud
that Qatar is hosting the first FIFA
World Cup in the Middle East and
Arab world.
She said, “As a Qatari, I am beyond proud of this milestone. This
will go down in the history books –
the fact that an Arab country persevered and was able to host the biggest
sporting event so seamlessly and successfully is a huge achievement.”

Vice-Speaker of the Moroccan House of
Advisors Fouad Kadiri has said that the
hosting FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 by Qatar
is a historic precedent for the country.
He pointed out that Qatar has shown
exemplary commitment to the success of
this major event by ensuring good preparation and optimal readiness for delivering the
best tournament ever.
In statements to Qatar News Agency
(QNA), he expressed pride and honour to
see the State of Qatar as the first Arab
state to host this most prominent global
sporting event.
In a related context, His Excellency
Fouad Kadiri pointed to the keenness of the
Moroccan House of Advisors to cooperate,
coordinate and extend the bridge of the
fruitful communication with the Qatari Shura
Council.
He said that the two councils have wide
parliamentary experience that could serve
the Arab, Islamic and international interests, indicating that the State of Qatar’s
presiding over the Arab Association of
Secretaries General of Parliaments would
enrich the Arab parliamentary experience
and develop it.
He commended the comprehensive renaissance the State of Qatar is witnessing
in various fields, and expressed his thanks
and appreciation to the Shura Council for
the generous invitation he has received
to attend FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022. He
wished the State of Qatar all success in
hosting this edition of the tournament.

Qatar is awesome, say ex-residents

Photos: Shiraz Sithara

Santhosh Chandran
Doha

The organisers of FIFA
World Cup Qatar 2022
have thanked Japanese fans for tidying
up the stadiums after
matches. The fans
were presented with
gifts and were given
a tour of the pavilion
to learn more about
the SC’s commitment
to recycling. Samurai
Blue supporters were
welcomed to the
OneTideQatar Pavilion
by Eng. Bodour Al
Meer, the SC’s Sustainability Executive
Director.

For a large number of former
Qatar residents, FIFA World
Cup Qatar 2022 has come as an
occasion to revisit the country.
Apart from the World Cup,
nostalgia was also a pull factor
for the many professionals and
a few blue collar workers who
came here for the world’s biggest sporting show.
Coming out of the airport,
some of them setting foot on
the Qatari soil after 15 to 20
years, they were stunned by
the transformation the country
has undergone in a short span
of time.
Interacting with Qatar
Tribune, a number of the
former expatriates said that
they could never have imagined from afar that things had
changed so much.
Ravi Jose Thanikkal, a former Indian expatriate, who
is in Qatar after 12 years as a
guest of a long-time friend,
said: “I was amazed to see the
new stadiums and the Doha

For a large number of former Qatar residents, FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 has come as an occasion to
revisit the country.
Metro system.
“Even when I was back in
India I used to hear and read
a lot about the transformation
happening in Qatar, but what
I could never have imagined
what I saw with my eyes after
coming here. As they say, seeing is believing. It’s awesome,”
he said
“I have travelled to many
countries in Europe and Asia, I
haven’t seen such development
anywhere. The transportation
network, the road and metro
links to stadiums and fan zones
are in my opinion unparalleled
anywhere. I believe, now Qatar
should be included the ‘must-

visit’ cities in the world tourism”, Thanikkal added.
Many former expatriates
staying with friends and relatives here, were eagerly waiting for the World Cup to revisit
their old friends and see the
city where they once lived, and
the country which provided
the opportunity for them to
earn and feed their families for
years. “Visiting cities like Pearl
Qatar and Lusail, entertainment and cultural hubs like
Katara and Museum of Islamic
Art, Qatar National Library at
Qatar Foundation Oxygen Park
made me proud of the country
where I lived once.

“Frankly speaking everything has changed except Fanar Tower and Sheraton Hotel.
I am not able to believe this is
the same city where I lived for
more than six years 16 years
ago”, said another expatriate.
A Cuban citizen staying in
a Fan Village Cabin said, “My
schedule will start from Metro
station in the morning. Roaming length and breadth of city
experiencing the Arab hospitality and watching modern
wonders in infrastructure and
art will be on my day’s agenda
tomorrow. FIFA Qatar will
always remain etched in my
memory in golden letters.”
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Doha Metro, Lusail Tram transport
2.4 million passengers in four days
QNA
DOHA

DURING the first four days
of the FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 tournament, Doha
Metro and Lusail Tram transported 2,442,963 passengers
to their destinations, especially towards the tournament
stadiums, recreational spaces,
and fan zones.
Doha Metro scored a record growth with its users
during the first four days of
the tournament, where the total number of the passengers
who were transported via the
tree lines to various terminals and destinations reached
2,351,244 passengers.
In its daily statistics, Qatar Railways Company (Qatar Rail) reported that the
total number of the users of
Lusail Tram reached roughly
91719 passengers during the
same period, which translates the efficiency and capability of the modern transportation networks that were
previously customized by the
state to secure the seamless
and easy transference of the
tournament fans, citizens
and residents.
The total number of metro
users during the tournament
opening on Nov. 20 reached
roughly 544,962 passengers,
where West Bay stations,Souq
Waqif and DECC witnessed a
high turnout, whilst the total
number of users in the next
day reached roughly 529,904
passengers the majority of
them used Msheireb stations,

Souq Waqif and DECC, while
the number of users reached
650,881 passengers last Tuesday. Lusail, DECC and Souq
Waqif stations toped the list
of the most used destinations, with the number reaching 625,497 passengers on
Wednesday.
With regard to Lusail
Tram, the number of metro
users in the first day reached
21906 passengers, 21187 passengers in the second day,
23291 passengers in the third
day and 25335 passengers
yesterday.
To receive substantial
number of visitors and fans,
Qatar Rail intended to increase the hours of operations for the three metro lines:
red, green and gold lines with
the objective of offering safe
movement experience for all.
Since the launch of the
tournament and until this
day, Doha Metro and Lusail
Tram have been contributing to facilitating the transportation of fans between
various stadiums and events
areas, and thus they are the
best means of transportation
to enjoy the tournament and
live its enthusiastic football
atmospheres.
Doha Metro is a sophisticated rail network,and most
of it extends underground
linking the major areas inside
the capital Doha and its vicinities together, while Lusail
Tram is a Tram network that
offers comfortable and suitable means of transportation
inside new Lusail city.

QATARI HOSPITALITY ON DISPLAY

Q

atari hospitality and culture are on
display as a Mexican fan is being
helped by a police officer in Qatar
to wear a traditional head gear. A Qatari
fan helping a Japanese fan to wear the
Ghitra shows the humbleness of Qataris.
Posting a video showing Qatari hospitality, generosity and culture on Twitter,
Asistant Foreign Minister HE Lolwah bint
Rashid Al Khater said, “Most people,
football fans, those who came to enjoy
the FIFA World Cup are not politicised nor
ideologically driven; they don’t need PR
managers for the camera. These people
are open minded, humble enough to
learn about other cultures, so welcome to
Qatar World Cup 2022.”In another video,
she said, “And here is a Qatari fan helping a Japanese fan to wear the Ghitra,
a scene that we see in every corner and
every minute amongst different fans who
come from all sorts of backgrounds and
orientations. People simply want to enjoy
the FIFA World Cup.”

World Cup hosting is inclusive,
creative: Artist Hassan Al Mulla
QNA

SECRETARY-GENERAL of
Arab Inter-Parliamentary Union (AIPU) Fayez Al Shawabkeh has hailed Qatar’s great
efforts to host the FIFA World
Cup Qatar 2022, saying that
the world has witnessed the
country’s great organisation
and unprecedented integrated
preparations for the tournament.
Speaking to QNA, he said
that Qatar’s hosting of the
mega sport event dazzled
the world and reflected the
country’s strong determination to make great multi-field

achievements.
Al Shawabkeh highlighted
the coordination and joint cooperation between the AIPU
and the Shura Council, as an
AIPU member, on various
Arab issues and events.
He added that Qatar’s
chairmanship of the Arab Association of Secretaries General of Parliaments (AASGP)
would contribute to AASGP’s
future efforts, particularly
amid the strong determination
to back the association’s future
activities.

‘Qatar proved capability to
host special edition of WC’

DOHA

QATAR’S hosting of FIFA World
Cup 2022 is inclusive, creative
and diverse, where life in Doha is
morphed into a coloured painting abound with vitality, beauty,
rhythm and joy, Qatari fine artist
Hassan Al Mulla has said, adding
that everyone’s joy is the joy of
the country.
In a special statement to
QNA, Al Mulla said that all
people responded to the call
of the homeland with their different locations, professions
and arts. The prominent sporting event has brought the artists and art audiences closer
together, and new bridges of
dialogue have been extended
between them, he said.
“Everyone is asking me what
did I do for the World Cup, and

Qatar’s preparations
for World Cup dazzled
the world: AIPU chief

the answer is my participation
in Qatar collective art exhibition
organized by Cultural Village
Foundation (Katara) within the
framework of its activities for the
World Cup,” he said.
Al Mulla added that he participates in this exhibition with
eight artworks that inspire the
idea of hosting the tournament

since Qatar has been awarded
the honour of organizing it. He
indicated that he made an artistic formulation for the new
climate in his paintings that
put Doha at the centre of the
world’s attention.
Al Mulla’s art works are characterized by beauty and aesthetics, along with their ability to

capture the scenes through honouring the humanitarian feelings, combining the artistic photography, warmth of emotions
and feelings, and the celebration
of cultural heritage symbols.
The Qatari Fine Arts Exhibition is at the hall of Katara building 19, which will run until December 18.

PRESIDENT of the National
Assembly of the Republic of Djibouti Mohamed
Ali Houmed praised on
Wednesday the good organisation of the FIFA World
Cup Qatar 2022.
He told Qatar News
Agency that the State of Qatar
proved it is capable of hosting
a special edition of the competition, in addition to the many
achievements that has made
the country a model to follow.
Mohamed Ali Houmed
affirmed the strength of parliamentary relations between
the two countries, noting

that both sides are constantly
working on enhancing joint
efforts, coordination, cooperation in many regional and international issues. (QNA)
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‘The atmosphere here in Qatar is marvellous’
Mexico legend Luis Hernandez is enjoying the early stages of the first FIFA World Cup in the Middle East and Arab world
TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

MEXICO legend Luis Hernandez is
enjoying the festive atmosphere at
the FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022.
Football’s showpiece event has
provided plenty of excitement so far
– plus a host of surprising results.
Fans from across the globe are
enjoying the matches, along with
the vast array of entertainment and
cultural events taking place across
the country.
Hernandez, who appeared in
two editions of the tournament
and famously scored four goals at
France ’98, expects the excitement
to build over the coming weeks.
Your thoughts on the atmosphere at Qatar 2022?
So far, the atmosphere has been
very good. In fact, I think it has
been marvellous, both at the stadiums and around the country. We
are seeing the best that Qatar has to
offer.
How important is this tournament for the Middle East
and Arab world?
It’s very important for Qatar’s
profile and development as this is

Mexico legend Luis Hernandez says football’s showpiece event has provided plenty of excitement so far – plus a host of surprising results.
the first time an Arab country is
hosting the World Cup. I hope by
the end of the tournament, we will
be able to tell a positive story about
Qatar and the region to everyone
living around the world.
What activations and events
have you visited so far?
I’ve been to some events since
arriving and I’m looking forward

to engaging with many more during my time here. The atmosphere
everywhere is very festive. Everyone is so excited. I’ve also taken
part in other events during my time
as an ambassador, including working with children to boost football
and sport. It’s important to increase sporting participation among
young people.

FOOTBALL UNITES THE WORLD!

What do you think of Mexico’s chances at this World
Cup?
There is always a possibility for
Mexico to win the World Cup, and it
would be great if the team was able
to win the title, but I think it will be
very challenging this time. It would
be good to reach the latter stages
– like we did previously when we
made it to the quarter-finals.

Other than keeping a close
eye on Mexico, which other
teams are you looking forward
to seeing at this World Cup?
I’m interested in seeing how
Brazil and France play in this tournament, as well as England, who
played well in their opening match
against Iran. I think these teams
have a lot of potential to go far in
this competition.

AL NAHDA QATARI LADIES GROUP PERFORMS AT QATAR 2022 STADIUMS

‘Qatar is compact, but massive
with its actions and abilities’
TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

Fans from different nationalities celebrate the game of football during the FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022.

QATAR is buzzing with football
fever and while top-class matches take place in eight state-ofthe-art stadiums, a host of entertainment activations are wowing
fans across the country.
One of many performers taking part in this festival of football
are the Al Nahda Ladies Group,
which consists of 24 women and
specialises in traditional Qatari
dance performances. The group
was established five years ago
and aims to showcase the country’s culture and heritage.
After their performance at Al
Bayt Stadium ahead of the opening match between Qatar and
Ecuador, group leader Lulwa Al
Muhannadi discussed her pride
at participating in the first FIFA
World Cup in the Middle East
and Arab world with SC.org.
Tell us about Al Nahda
Ladies Group.
We specialise in traditional
Qatari dance performances.
Most of our dances are inspired
by Qatari folklore and our goal is
to showcase our heritage to the
world. We perform various different dances, including the art
of Al Khamari, Al Samri, Al Daza
and wheat grinding.
How did the group start?
We became an independent
group after performing at Souq
Waqif five years ago. We then
started performing in various
areas around the country. We
performed during Eid festivals
and the FIFA Trophy Tour. We
enjoy performing live – the energy is incredible – and this is
what makes us want to keep performing.
How has your World
Cup experience been so far?
This mega-event is historic
for Qatar. It is an incredible
milestone. Qatar is compact in
size, but massive with its actions
and abilities.
We really loved the opening ceremony! It carried a great
message to the whole world. We
hope our edition of the tournament brings fans of all nationalities together and unifies them
in a country where everyone is
welcome.
What has been your favourite part of the tourna-

ment so far?
Seeing the different cultural
performances from other countries has been amazing. I love
being able to learn about other
cultures, especially through the
Cultural Activation programme,
which has enabled us to experience a multicultural festival and
perform at multiple stadiums
during the tournament.
How much are you enjoying performing at the
tournament?
It feels amazing to be able
to represent my country during
the first FIFA World Cup in the
Middle East and Arab world. It
is a huge honour, because we are

able to accurately showcase our
traditions from back in the old
days to the entire world.
I am looking forward to representing my country at the various stadiums. It is wonderful to
showcase our heritage in front
of so many people from so many
different countries.
What are you most looking forward to during the
tournament?
I am just so proud that Qatar is hosting the biggest football
event and is more than ready to
welcome the world. I am supporting Al Annabi all the way
and hope they can win despite
the opening game!
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Quick read
Amir sends greetings to new Malaysian PM

THE Amir His Highness Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani sent a
cable of congratulations to Anwar Ibrahim on his appointment as
the new prime minister of Malaysia. (QNA)
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Ministry of Environment reintroduces
many animal species to Sealine Reserve

Deputy Amir congratulates new Malaysian PM

THE Deputy Amir His Highness Sheikh Abdullah bin Hamad Al
Thani sent a cable of congratulations to Anwar Ibrahim on his
appointment as prime minister of Malaysia. (QNA)

PM sends greetings to new Malaysian PM

PRIME Minister and Minister of Interior HE Sheikh Khalid bin Khalifa bin Abdulaziz Al Thani sent a cable of congratulations to Anwar
Ibrahim on his appointment as prime minister of Malaysia. (QNA)

Shura Council speaker meets British parliamentarians

SPEAKER of the Shura Council HE Hassan bin Abdullah Al
Ghanim met with Member of Parliament for North East Hampshire Ranil Jayawardena and Member of the House of Lords
of the United Kingdom Baroness Sayeeda Warsi in Doha on
Thursday. During the meeting, they discussed a number of
topics pertaining to the promotion of the cooperation between
Qatar and United Kingdom in the parliamentary field. The British parliamentarians expressed their great admiration for the
renaissance and progress Qatar is witnessing in various fields,
praising the distinguished organisation of FIFA World Cup Qatar
2022. The meeting was attended by several members of the
Shura Council. (QNA)

QNA
DOHA

Qatar, South Korea discuss parliamentary relations

CHAIRMAN of the Qatari-Korean Parliamentary Friendship Group
in the Shura Council HE Ahmad bin Hitmi Al Hitmi on Thursday
met with Chairman of the Culture, Sports and Tourism Committee in the National Assembly of the Republic of Korea Hong
Ihkpyo and Member of the National Assembly of the Republic of
Korea Ryu Ho-jeong. During the meeting, they discussed parliamentarian relations between the two countries and ways to
enhance them. The two Korean parliamentarians praised Qatar’s
efforts in organising the exceptional FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022,
affirming that these sporting events contribute to cultural communication and enhance the rapprochement between peoples.
(QNA)

Amiri Guard commander meets Bangladeshi chief of staff
AMIRI Guard Commander Lieutenant-General staff Hazza bin
Khalil Al Shahwani met with Chief of Army Staff of Bangladesh
General SM Shafiuddin Ahmed on Thursday. During the meeting,
they exchanged views on issues of common interest in the military field and ways to enhance them. A number of senior officers
of the Amiri Guard attended the meeting. (QNA)

Somali PM meets Qatar’s ambassador

PRIME Minister of Somalia Hamza Abdi Barre met with Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of Qatar to Somalia HE Dr
Abdullah bin Salem Al Nuaimi. During the meeting, they reviewed
bilateral relations between the two countries. The Somali prime
minister thanked Qatar for supporting the developmental projects in his country, congratulating Qatar for the successful hosting of FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022. (QNA)

PHCC’s Al Mashaf Health
Center becomes 9th centre
to offer urgent care services
TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

THE Primary Health Care Corporation (PHCC) has added
Urgent Care Services to Al
Mashaf Health Center, bringing the total number of health
centres providing this service
to nine.
The health centres that
provide Urgent Care Services
24 hours a day, seven days
a week are Al Ruwais, Umm
Slal, Muaither, Al Gharrafa, Al
Sheehaniya, Abu Baker, Rawdat Al Khail, Al Kaaban and
Al Mashaf, the ninth state-ofthe-art health centre that has
recently opened.
PHCC stated that its clinical teams at 30 health centres
are ready to provide medical
care to children aged five years
and above who have urgent but
non-emergency medical conditions. This include a respiratory tract infection, mild fever,

throat pain or ear pain. Parents
can take their children, without
a prior appointment, to their
registered health centre between 7am and 11pm, or to any
of PHCC’s nine Urgent Care
Units, open 24 hours a day,
seven days a week.
PHCC’s Urgent Care Units
provide round the clock care
for patients with non-threatening medical needs under
primary care, such as minor
burns, sprains, severe headache or earache, high fever,
dehydration and dizziness.
Parents can take their children
to any PHCC Urgent Care Unit,
regardless of which health centre they are registered at.
PHCC is keen to achieve the
National Primary Health Care
Strategy, which is committed
to enabling the patient to obtain high-quality and fast primary healthcare services, thus
achieving high level of patient
and visitor satisfaction.

THE Ministry of Environment and Climate Change has reintroduced a number of animal species into the Sealine Reserve in order
to enrich wildlife and biodiversity. This also comes as part of the
efforts to prepare the reserve for welcoming World Cup visitors.
The step was taken in the presence of Minister of Environment
and Climate Change HE Sheikh Dr Faleh bin Nasser bin Ahmed
bin Ali Al Thani. The move aims to display some of the wildlife
available in Sealine and Khor Al Adaid, as part of the Ministry of
Environment and Climate Change’s strategy.
The ministry has rehabilitated the reserve by dividing it into
two areas and making a fence between the vegetation area and the
animal wildlife area, in order to protect the vegetation from external influences. The ministry also built a platform 4 metres high
next to the wall of the reserve from the western side to enable visitors to see the animals and take pictures.

Qatar Creates, Best Buddies Qatar, Qatar Cycling
Federation set to host fundraising cycling event
TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

IN the spirit of FIFA World
Cup sustainability and inclusion, Qatar Creates, in partnership with Best Buddies Qatar
and Qatar Cycling Federation,
sponsored by Qatar Investment Authority, will host the
Best Buddies Challenge Qatar
2022, a disabilities awareness
and fundraising cycling event
on December 15.
Taking place at Lusail Multipurpose Hall, the two-phased
cycling event will gather proceeds to be donated to the Al
Shafallah Center for Persons
with Disabilities.
Supported by Her Excellency Sheikha Al Mayassa bint
Hamad Al Thani, Best Buddies
aligns itself with global cycling
meets where professional cyclers and local enthusiasts unite
to race towards a common goal.
Beginning at 7am, the event will
feature two competitions, a 60km ticketed race which is open
to the local cycling community
and the public, and a 5-km race
with the exclusive participation
of celebrities and VIPs.
Commenting on the event,
Her Excellency Sheikha Al Mayassa said, “In this momentous
year, we are delighted to bring

the Best Buddies cycling event to
Qatar to raise valuable funds and
reinforce our commitment to the
inclusion and wellbeing of people
living with disabilities across the
country. As a community, we are
committed to improving the lives
of people living with disabilities
and continue to seek meaningful
ways to engage in this important
conversation through new spaces
for dialogue and support for the
incredible work of organisations

such as the Al Shafallah Center
for Persons with Disabilities.”
“Best Buddies is honoured
to partner with Qatar Creates,
Qatar Investment Authority
and Qatar Cycling Federation
to host the organisation’s inaugural Best Buddies Challenge
Qatar in partnership with our
friends from Shafallah,” said
Anthony Kennedy Shriver,
founder, chairman and CEO of
Best Buddies International.

“The two organisations’
exemplary efforts to promote
social inclusion and the empowerment of individuals with disabilities throughout the country
has undoubtedly changed lives
for the better and continues to
create an even greater awareness to the special abilities people with intellectual and developmental disabilities possess.
It is my hope that this initiative,
and future shared endeavours,
will continue to bring attention
to the organisation’s mission
of friendship and inclusion for
people with disabilities in Qatar
and globally,” he added.
Best Buddies ticket registrations opened on November
24, 2022 and can be purchased
exclusively on the Best Buddies
Challenge Qatar website. Local
and international audiences can
also enrich their cultural experience during the FIFA World Cup
Qatar 2022 with the One Pass.
Launched as a gateway to
arts and culture for all residents
and visitors, One Pass is Qatar
Creates’ premier product, offering pass holders access to over
350 events and experiences,
including art and cultural exhibitions, museums, live events,
festivals, theatre and musicals,
throughout November and December 2022.

Sidra Medicine welcomes Ecuador’s V-P
SIDRA Medicine welcomed Vice-President of
Ecuador Alfredo Borrero,
his wife Lucía Pazmiño
Salvador and their accompanying delegation on
Thursday. Borrero, who
is also a neurosurgeon,
toured several parts of
the hospital, including the
neurosurgery ward and
epilepsy monitoring unit.
He was accompanied by
Managing Director and
Member of the Board of
Governors of Sidra Medicine Mohammed Khalid Al
Mana and Division Chiefs
Dr Ian Pople (Neurosurgery) and Dr Johnny Awwad (Women’s). (TNN)

VP of Ecuador Alfredo Borrero visits Sidra Medicine.

VP of Ecuador Alfredo Borrero at Sidra Medicine.
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We are strongly behind Al Annabi, Qatari fans roar with high hope

MASSIVE SHOW OF SUPPORT

MERIAM JELLITI
DOHA

F

ILLED with passion and enthusiasm,
hundreds of Qatari supporters took over
Msheireb on Thursday and gathered at Al
Annabi Village and marched through the
downtown area in an energetic ambience
cheering and chanting in support of their national team.
Qataris came together to show solidarity
with and express belief in the ability of the Qatari team Al Annabi stars to shine in the ongoing World Cup, promising to stand strong
behind the team in the upcoming matches in
order to give the players the much-needed motivation and moral support to perform at the
best levels and bring honour to their country.
“It is our duty to support our team and this
will be a motivation for the players, hopefully
the emotional pressure of the first game will be
lifted. I believe our team has a better knowledge now of handling a strong teams and play
in front of a large audience, and they no longer
have the fear of playing such big matches,”
said Jassem Al Sulaiti, one of Al Annabi’s supporters.
Jassem expressed great confidence that Al
Annabi will return stronger and better against
Senegal in the next match, especially that the

Qatari team is used to facing big teams and
challenges such as what happened in the Copa
America when the Qatari national team faced
many international teams and performed excellently regardless of the results.

Another fan spotted with drums chanting
eagerly for Qatar said, “We have trust in Al Annabi and its stars, the Asian champions, and
we believe they will return stronger in the next
two matches against Senegal and the Nether-

lands. The team is highly capable of winning
the next two matches, and we are aware that
the players are in need of support at this time
which is why we will continue to stand behind
our team no matter what.”
He added, “The World Cup gathers the
elite football players and teams, and we are
ready to show the world that Qatari football
has reached high levels, losing is not the end,
and the players must be supported better than
before in order to make a strong comeback in
the tournament. This is the spectators’ time to
give the team the needed moral support at this
important moment.”
The atmosphere at Msheireb was very special and undoubtedly full of excitement and
joy, fans of all nationalities, not only Qataris,
joined the festive spirit to motivate Qatari
team in their next matches during the tournament.
One of the upbeat fans is Hamad from Saudi Arabia who said his only wish after Saudi’s
great victory is to witness another great victory
achieved by Qatar national team.
“If Al Annabi play with focus and without
pressure, they will perform better, similar to
what we are used to seeing in the last tournaments. We have great hope in the players to
make the Qatari fans happy with their performance,” he said.

Fans from all over the world flock to Katara
Thousands attend
cultural shows,
exhibitions, events
and dhow festival
TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK

QNA

DOHA

FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022
fans and international visitors
are continuing to enjoy amazing evenings at the Katara Cultural Village, which has lined
up several activities with distinguished artistic and technical
organisation.
Katara is witnessing daily
an influx of thousands of World
Cup fans and guests from different countries who visit the
Cultural Village from early
morning until in the night to
experience a wonderful atmosphere, exceptional evenings
and unique nights of thrill and
excitement.
Dr. Khalid bin Ibrahim AlSulaiti, director general of the
Cultural Village Foundation,
Katara, has inaugurated a number of exhibitions within the
Katara activities accompanying the Qatar World Cup 2022,
including the Katara International Ceramics Exhibition, the
Stamp Museum exhibition.
The Katara International
Ceramics Exhibition in Building 13 has the participation of
32 artists from 12 countries and
18 artworks.
A big draw with international visitors is the World Cup
Postage Stamps Exhibition
at the Postal Stamp Museum
headquarters in Building 22.
The exhibition contains more
than 340 stamp plates (each

Qatar presents
bright image to
Arabs with its
stunning hosting
of World Cup:
Jordan minister
AMMAN

plate contains five stamps
on average) from all over the
world, including 280 plates
that include all World Cup
championships since the first
tournament held in 1930 until
now. The exhibition also includes a distinguished and rare
collection of World Cup collectibles and various memorabilia
displayed for the first time with
the participation of amateurs.
The amateurs include Qatari
amateur Dr. Khaled Al-Meir,
American amateur Ken Gilbert,

Brazilian Paulo Duke, and Italian Matthew Melodia, each with
their rare collections. Among
the collectibles related to the
World Cup from its inception in
1930 until the seventies of the
last century is the official medal
for the World Cup’s first edition, in addition to souvenirs of
silver and gold coins, prints and
clothing.
The exhibition of plastic art,
football and collectibles will be
held throughout three halls in
Building 18. It includes pictures

of players from Arab teams: Dr.
Khaled El-Mir, Captain Pilot
Ismail El-Meir, and Eng. Mohamed Youssef Lari.
Cultural events, folkloric
shows, cultural and sports exhibitions have attracted large
numbers of visitors, both citizens and residents, as well as
World Cup fans from various
Arab and foreign nationalities,
who came to the Cultural Village to get acquainted with its
facilities, discover landmarks,
and enjoy its various cultural,

heritage and artistic activities and performances. These
objects and activities that introduce them to new worlds of
knowledge, entertainment and
discovery, as well as Qatari,
Arab and Islamic culture and
heritage.
Meanwhile, the 12th edition
of the Katara Traditional Dhow
Festival, which continues until December 18, witnessed an
increased turnout. Visitors enjoyed its activities and various
pavilions from nine participating nations showcasing maritime history and associated culture in addition to folk arts that
present the heritage of marine
singing and paintings rich in
heritage.
The illuminated fountain
at Al-Hikma Square at Katara
is also a big attraction where
shows are presented combining
music and dancing water with
the reflection of psychedelic
lights with their cheerful colours and charming shapes reflecting on the buildings of the
surrounding cultural district.

QATAR has made a great effort
to make the FIFA World Cup
Qatar 2022 one of the most successful global tournaments, Jordan’s Minister of Government
Communications and Government Spokesperson Faisal Al
Shboul has said.
Al Shboul said, in a statement to (QNA), that Qatar’s
hosting of the FIFA World Cup
Qatar 2022 will contribute to
present a bright image of the
Arab person, his pride in his
civilization, and his ability to
play distinguished and influential roles.
He added that the Arabs
are proud of the success of the
State of Qatar in organizing this
tournament, this global event
that visits the Arab region for
the first time, noting that Qatar
presented itself in the best image to the world through this
wonderful organization.
Al Shboul pointed out that
the opening ceremony clearly
expressed the message of rapprochement between all peoples, and overcoming differences, by spreading human values
and respect among peoples.
He also stressed that Jordan has always expressed its
support for Qatar, and its readiness to provide all possible
support for the success of this
global event.
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Ukraine, Russia swap 50 POWs
The swap raises to
1,269 the total
number Ukrainian
prisoners of war
recovered from the
Russian side.

DPA
BERLIN

AGENCIES
RUSSIA and Ukraine carried out the latest in a series
of prisoner of war exchanges
on Thursday, with both sides
handing over 50 people, officials in Kyiv and Moscow said.
Russia’s defence ministry
said Ukraine had released 50
Russian soldiers who had been
captured.
Andriy Yermak, head of
the Ukrainian presidential administration, said on Telegram
that Ukraine received 48 soldiers and two officers, among
them marines, infantrymen,
border guards and members of
the territorial defence.
“We have managed to bring
back 19 defenders of Mari-

Ukrainian prisoners of war (POWs) pose after a swap, amid Russia’s attack on Ukraine, in Zaporizhzhia region, Ukraine on Thursday.
upol... as well as 15 prisoners
(of war) from the Chornobyl
nuclear power plant and seven
from Zmiiny Island,” Yermak
said.

Denis Pushilin, the Moscow-backed head of the part of
Ukraine’s Donetsk region that
is under Russian control, said
earlier that a prisoner swap with

Kyiv was taking place, involving
50 prisoners on each side.
The swap raises to 1,269 the
total number Ukrainian prisoners of war recovered from

Pakistan picks General Asim Munir as
new army chief amid political turmoil
DPA
ISLAMABAD

PAKISTAN’S prime minister
on Thursday appointed a new
chief for the nation’s powerful
army amid a period of political
turmoil that has worsened the
country’s ailing economy devastated by this year’s historic
floods.
General Asim Munir, who
had previously led the country’s intelligence services, would
replace outgoing army chief
Qamar Javed Bajwa next week
after formal approval by the
president.
Munir, who was removed as
spy chief prematurely and unceremoniously by ousted prime
minister Imran Khan, was chosen by the country’s Cabinet, a
statement by the prime minister’s office said.
Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif, who replaced Khan
after his ouster through a noconfidence vote in April, picked

Pakistan’s Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif (R) is shown meeting with the
nomination of the next Pakistan’s army Chief General Syed Asim Munir
(L) at the Prime Minister House in Islamabad in this handout photograph released on Thursday.
Munir out of the top six generals eligible to become the army
chief.
The army chief wields unprecedented powers in Paki-

US Senate to hold hearing
in aftermath of Taylor Swift
Ticketmaster chaos
DPA
LOS ANGELES

A US Senate special committee
will hold a hearing to examine
the lack of competition in the
ticketing industry, after thousands of Taylor Swift fans were
left disappointed by online vendors.
It comes after reports of significant service failures and delays on the Ticketmaster website
that left fans unable to purchase
tickets for the pop megastar’s
Eras Tour last Thursday.
The company eventually
cancelled the general sale to buy
tickets for the US leg of Swift’s
tour, citing “insufficient ticket
inventory” to meet “extraordinarily high demands.” General ticket sales were planned
to open the next morning on
Friday following the verified
fan presale, before Ticketmaster
cancelled the public sale altogether.
Senator Amy Klobuchar
said the incident had made the
problem in ticketing markets
“painfully obvious” as she and
fellow Senator Mike Lee announced plans for the hearing.
The pair are chairwoman
and ranking member of the Senate Judiciary Subcommittee on
Competition Policy, Antitrust,
and Consumer Rights, respec-

Climate activists
briefly shut down
Berlin’s main
airport: Official

tively. “Last week, the competition problem in ticketing markets was made painfully obvious
when Ticketmaster’s website
failed hundreds of thousands of
fans hoping to purchase concert
tickets,” Klobuchar said.
“The high fees, site disruptions and cancellations that customers experienced shows how
Ticketmaster’s dominant market position means the company does not face any pressure
to continually innovate and improve. That’s why we will hold a
hearing on how consolidation in
the live entertainment and ticketing industry harms customers
and artists alike.
“When there is no competition to incentivise better
services and fair prices, we all
suffer the consequences.” She
later added on Twitter that the
issue went “way beyond Taylor
Swift.”
Lee added: “American consumers deserve the benefit of
competition in every market,
from grocery chains to concert
venues. I look forward to exercising our Subcommittee’s
oversight authority to ensure
that anticompetitive mergers
and exclusionary conduct are
not crippling an entertainment
industry already struggling to
recover from pandemic lockdowns.”

stan, a country that was ruled
by generals for decades directly;
they controlled the diplomacy,
politics and economy indirectly
even when civilian rulers were

in power. The move comes as
Khan announced that he would
resume his march on the capital
Islamabad this weekend, weeks
after he was shot in the leg at a
political rally aimed at forcing
the government to call fresh
elections.
Khan had proposed that the
current army chief should continue until the new government
comes into power after the fresh
election.
It is believed Khan would
not accept the appointment and
continue his march in a move
likely to deepen the country’s
economic crisis.
Pakistan’s economy is faced
with a dual crises of a current
account deficit and fiscal imbalance and has been bailed out
by the International Monetary
Fund (IMF).
The crises were worsened by
historic floods this summer that
killed more than 2,000 people
and inflicted estimated losses of
$30bn.

the Russian side, according to
the Ukrainian authorities, with
71 swapped earlier this week.
The swaps have taken place in
general on a one-for-one basis.

LAST Generation climate activists briefly shut down Berlin’s
main airport on Thursday after
gaining access to the runways,
an airport spokesman said.
Berlin’s airport briefly
halted take-offs and landings
after climate protesters broke
through the airfield’s security
perimetre.
The activists livestreamed
their protest on Twitter, showing some gluing themselves to
the ground and others cycling
around the site of the BER airport to the south of the German
capital.
The activists appear to have
entered the site from both the
northern and the southern side
during the late afternoon.
The footage on Twitter
showed them cutting through a
fence. They then held up banners and explained their protest.

EU reports 238,000 premature
deaths in 2020 due to air pollution
DPA
COPENHAGEN

AT least 238,000 people in the
European Union died prematurely in 2020 due to exposure
to airborne pollutants despite
an improvement in air quality,
according to new data released
by the European Environment
Agency (EEA) on Thursday.
Analysis by the agency
showed that air pollution is
“the largest environmental
health risk in Europe and significantly impacts the health
of the European population,
particularly in urban areas,”
despite declining emissions of
all key air pollutants in the EU.
According to the EEA’s latest estimates, at least 238,000
people died prematurely in
the bloc in 2020 due to exposure to fine particulate matter
(PM2.5), with about 96 percent of the urban population
exposed to levels above World
Health Organization guidelines.
Nitrogen dioxide pollution
meanwhile led to 49,000 early

deaths and exposure to ozone
to 24,000, the agency added.
The number of premature deaths from exposure to
PM2.5, however, dropped by
45 percent from 2005 to 2020.
“If this trend continues, the

About 96% of the urban
population was exposed to
levels above the World
Health Organization guidelines. Nitrogen dioxide pollution meanwhile led to
49,000 early deaths and
exposure to ozone to
24,000.
EU is expected to deliver on
the zero pollution action plan
target of a 55 percent reduction
in premature deaths by 2030,”
the EEA said in the report.
“Nevertheless, further efforts will be needed to meet the
zero pollution vision for 2050
of reducing air pollution to levels no longer considered harmful to health.”

Britain’s biggest fraud sting takes down
site with 200,000 victims, says official
Of 10 million fraudulent calls made, 40
percent were in the United States, 35 percent
were in Britain and the rest were spread
across a number of countries.
DPA
LONDON

BRITAIN’S biggest ever fraud
sting has brought down a
phone number spoofing site
used by criminals to scam
thousands of victims out of
millions of pounds.
Members of British law
enforcement were part of
a global operation to bring
down ispoof.cc, a website described by police as an online
fraud shop.
They worked with Dutch
law enforcement who managed to tap the website’s servers in the Netherlands to secretly listen to phone calls.
At one point as many as
20 people every minute were
being targeted by callers using technology bought from
the site.
Criminals, who found out
about the site from adverts
posted on channels on encrypted messaging app Telegram, used it to buy technology that allowed them to mask
their phone number.

This meant they could
trick victims into thinking
they were being contacted by
their bank and persuade them
to pass on personal details
that allowed the fraudsters to
steal cash.
One victim lost £3m
($3.6m) and the average loss
among the 4,785 people who
have reported being targeted
to Action Fraud is £10,000.
There are thought to be
many more potential victims.
Of 10 million fraudulent
calls made, 40 percent were in
the United States, 35 percent
were in Britain and the rest
were spread across a number
of countries.
Around 70,000 British
phone numbers called by
criminals who used the site
will be alerted by the Metropolitan Police via text message on Thursday and Friday
and asked to contact the force.
Metropolitan Police Commissioner Mark Rowley acknowledged it is “slightly
bizarre” that potential fraud
victims will now be contact-

The ispoof website
ed about the crime by text,
but encouraged people to go
through the official police
website if contacted.
So far 120 arrests have
been made - 103 in London
and 17 outside the capital.
These include alleged site
administrator Teejay Fletcher, 35, who was arrested
in east London earlier this
month and is facing criminal
charges.
Police said Fletcher, who
is alleged to be a member of
an organised crime group,
was living a “lavish” lifestyle.
The site is said to have
made more than £3m profit.
Rowley said the number
of potential UK victims is “extraordinary”, adding: “What
we are doing here is trying
to industrialise our response
to the organised criminals’

industrialisation of the problem.” Ispoof was created in
December 2020 and at its
peak had 59,000 users, allowing them to pay for the criminal software using Bitcoin,
with charges ranging from
£150 to £5,000 per month.
British police began investigating the site in June 2021,
opting for ispoof as the largest
criminal site that was based in
the country.
Detective Superintendent
Helen Rance, who leads on
cyber crime for the Met, said:
“By taking down ispoof we
have prevented further offences and stopped fraudsters
targeting future victims.
“Our message to criminals
who have used this website is
we have your details and are
working hard to locate you,
regardless of where you are.”
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2021 saw five women killed per
hour by family or partners: UN
DPA
NEW YORK

Security guards in personal protective equipments (PPE) are seen at a residential compound under lockdown due to COVID-19 coronavirus restrictions in Beijing on Thursday.

Rising COVID-19 infections are
largely paralysing cities in China

China’s economy has
been suffering under
Beijing’s zero-COVID
approach.
DPA

BEIJING

A record wave of COVID-19 infections has sparked further restrictions for the population in
China, with the health commission in Beijing reporting more
than 31,000 new cases nationwide on Thursday.
While the number is not ex-

ceptionally high in comparison
to the international landscape,
it is the largest increase in cases
in China since the chaos of the
early days of the pandemic.
China continues to pursue
a strict zero-COVID strategy
of lockdowns, daily mass testing, strict monitoring, contacttracing and forced quarantine.
Nevertheless, the number of
new infections has risen sharply again, especially in recent
weeks, triggering increasing
levels of restrictions.
The Chinese government
had recently relaxed some

COVID-19 rules, including a
reduction in the duration of
the quarantine period required
when entering China from 10
to eight days. But there can be
no question of a lasting relaxation.
New measures have recently been imposed in almost
all major cities, including the
capital, where schools, kindergartens and shops are closed
and residents have been asked
to stay home if possible.
Increasingly,
residential
complexes are also being completely sealed off.

In the particularly hard-hit
southern Chinese metropolis
of Guangzhou, which has seen
violent protests against the
COVID-19 measures, several
districts are in total lockdown.
Shanghai, meanwhile, announced that travellers coming
to the city will not be allowed to
go to restaurants or shops for
five days.
China’s economy has been
suffering under Beijing’s zeroCOVID approach, which demands that any outbreaks of
the virus are clamped down on
immediately.

Anwar sworn in as Malaysia’s PM
After 25-year struggle
for reform, the 75-yearold veteran politician
took his oath of office
yesterday.
AGENCIES
Anwar Ibrahim has been
sworn in as Malaysia’s 10th
prime minister, marking an incredible comeback for a man
who was first lined up for the
job in the boom years of the
1990s before he was suddenly
sacked and jailed.
After 25-year struggle for
reform, the 75-year-old veteran
politician took the oath of office
in front of King Sultan Abdullah Sultan Ahmad Shah at the
palace in Kuala Lumpur shortly
after 5pm (09:00 GMT) on
Thursday afternoon, hours after
he had been named to the top
job by the monarch.
King Sultan Abdullah had
taken control of the process of
forming a new government after
Anwar’s Pakatan Harapan (PH)
coalition won the most seats in

Malaysia’s newly appointed prime minister Anwar Ibrahim (C) with his
wife Wan Azizah waves as they arrive ahead of his address at a gathering in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia on Thursday.
the weekend’s election, but not
the 112 seat parliamentary majority necessary to form a government.
PH and the rival conservative Malay-Muslim Perikatan
Nasional (PN) coalition under
former Prime Minister Muhyiddin Yassin, which had the second-highest number of seats,

both began negotiations to form
a government, wooing smaller
coalitions in the Borneo states
of Sabah and Sarawak as well as
Barisan Nasional (BN), the alliance that dominated Malaysia
for some 60 years before its historic defeat in the last elections
in 2018.
With neither able to make a

breakthrough, the king met Anwar and Muhyiddin, as well as
newly elected members of parliament to canvas their views on
who should lead the new government.
After a meeting of the royal
households on Thursday, Anwar was announced as the
leader because the king was
convinced he had the support of
the majority of Malaysia’s 222
members of parliament.
There are “no absolute winners and no absolute losers,”
King Sultan Abdullah said in the
statement, urging all politicians
to work together for the benefit
of the country.
Following his inauguration,
Anwar said he would shoulder
the duties entrusted to him with
“utmost humility”.
“With my team, I will carry
out this heavy responsibility
based on the people’s aspirations,” he said in a Twitter post.
“It is a long time coming
for Anwar,” Asrul Hadi Abdullah Sani, the deputy managing
director at consultancy BGA
Malaysia, told Al Jazeera. “All
his struggles and campaigns
for reform are now vindicated.”

Each hour in 2021 saw an
average of five women or girls
killed by a partner or family
member in their own homes,
according to a new UN report.
Around 56 percent of all
murders of women and girls,
45,000 out of 81,000, were
committed by partners or
family members in 2021, according to the report published on Wednesday by the
UN agencies UNODC and
UN Women, which deal with
crime and women respectively.
For murders of men, the
figure was 11 percent.
Overall, the “alarmingly
high” number of murders of
women and girls had hardly

changed in recent years, the
report continued.
Moreover, there may be a
high number of unreported
cases.
The UN agencies called for

Around 56 percent of all
murders of women and girls,
45,000 out of 81,000, were
committed by partners or
family members in 2021.
better protection of women
and girls. “We need a concerted effort of action by society
that fulfills the rights of women and girls to feel and be safe
- at home, on the streets and
everywhere,” said UN Women
director Sima Bahous.

News
in brief
More than 400 civilians murdered in
Kherson: Ukrainian prosecutors
KIEV: The bodies of more than 400 civilians murdered during
the Russian occupation have been recovered in the southern
Kherson region, Ukrainian state prosecutor Andriy Kostin says.
“The bodies of 432 civilians who were murdered have been
found,” Kostin said during a television interview, without providing any more detailed information.
In addition, nine rooms described as torture chambers have
been found by the 12 investigation teams working in the heavily
mined area recently recovered by Ukrainian forces. (DPA)

Turkey shells Kurdish posts in Syria for
6th consecutive day
BEIRUT: Turkish artillery shelling continued on Thursday for the
sixth consecutive day targeting posts of Kurdish militias in northeast Syria, a monitoring group reported. The Syrian Observatory
for Human Rights added that 13 attacks were mounted by heavy
artillery on areas manned by the Kurdish-led Syrian Democratic
Forces (SDF) near the north-eastern province of al-Hassakeh. “So
far no airstrikes or drone attacks have been registered,” Rami
Abdel Rahman, the observatory head, told dpa. According to SDF
figures, since midnight on November 19 Turkey has launched at
least 47 airstrikes, 20 drone attacks along with 3,761 attacks
by artillery, mortars and tank shelling. On Wednesday, Turkish
President Recep Tayyip Erdogan said his country’s military offensive in neighbouring northern Iraq and Syria is just starting. Turkey
has been carrying out airstrikes on the Syrian Kurdish militia
the People’s Defence Units (YPG) in northern Syria and on the
outlawed Kurdistan Workers’ Party (PKK) in northern Iraq since
Saturday night. The Turkish government has linked its airstrikes to
an attack on Istanbul’s Istiklal shopping street more than a week
ago. It regards the YPG and the PKK as the masterminds behind
the attack, but both have denied involvement. Investigations are
still ongoing, and the exact circumstances of the attack are as yet
unclear. Turkish officials have said their forces have attacked 471
targets since the beginning of the latest military offensive, while a
total of “254 terrorists have been neutralised”. (DPA)

Brazil court rejects challenge to election
result by Bolsonaro party
BUENOS AIRES: Brazil’s Supreme Electoral Court has rejected
a request by the party of outgoing President Jair Bolsonaro to
review the results of last month’s elections. Bolsonaro’s Liberal
Party (PL) had not presented any evidence to support its claim of
alleged electoral fraud, said court president Alexandre de Moraes
on Wednesday. He also imposed a fine of 23 million reais ($4.3m)
on the petitioners, saying they had maliciously and irresponsibly
wanted to trigger a legal dispute. Far-right incumbent Bolsonaro
was narrowly defeated by left-wing challenger Luiz Inácio Lula da
Silva in a October 30 run-off. Lula received 50.9 percent of votes
while Bolsonaro garnered 49.1 percent. So far, Bolsonaro has not
explicitly acknowledged his defeat, though Vice President Hamilton Mourão did a few days after the run-off. Mourão also said he
believed there was no electoral fraud.

Water and power largely restored in Kiev, other areas see progress
DPA
KIEV

Just a day after nationwide
Russian missile attacks, Ukraine
restored the water supply in its
capital Kiev on Thursday while
the municipal services seemed
to struggle to completely restore
crucial electricity supplies.
After the major attacks on
Ukrainian infrastructure the
day before, the water supply in
the capital city of 3 million people had completely collapsed
due to power outages.
The district heating system
also failed in many parts of the
city, along with electricity, internet and mobile phone networks.
On Thursday afternoon,

some parts of Kiev were still
without power.
The deputy head of the president’s office, Kyrylo Tymoshenko, had an upbeat message. “In
fact, all areas of Ukraine have
been supplied with electricity,”
Tymoshenko told Ukrainian television on Thursday.
But he did not specify how
many Ukrainians actually have
electricity again.
At the height of the outages,
70 percent of the capital was
without electricity, Mayor Vitali
Klitschko wrote on Telegram
earlier.
The municipal services have
been working flat out to repair
the damage, but Kiev’s power
supply also depends on the sta-

bility of the entire energy system in Ukraine, the mayor said.
The Russian military fired
about 70 missiles and drones
at Ukraine on Wednesday, according to Kiev. As in previous
attacks, the targets were mainly
objects in the energy sector. After the Ukrainian nuclear power
plants were shut down as a result of the attacks, there were
power cuts across the country.
The neighbouring former
Soviet republic of Moldova also
continued to be without electricity in the morning. The energy networks of the two countries
are closely linked.
The new commander of
Russian troops in Ukraine, General Sergei Surovikin, gained

notoriety for attacking civilian
targets to weaken his opponents
during his deployment in Syria
a few years earlier.
After his recent appointment in Ukraine, attacks on the
country’s critical infrastructure
have become an important part
of Russian warfare in the now
nine-month-old armed conflict.
Russia invaded Ukraine on
February 24 and has wreaked
havoc and destruction on many
places since then. Tens of thousands of people have been
killed. An end to the war, which
Moscow initially hoped to win
quickly, is not in sight.
The Kremlin openly admits
that Russian attacks are hitting
Ukrainian civilians hard.

Local residents queue in line for access to a water pump in a park to
fill plastic bottles in Kyiv, on Thursday, amid the Russian invasion of
Ukraine.
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Qatar’s CEOs upbeat about positive
growth in 2022: KPMG Qatar survey
Satyendra Pathak
Doha

Qatar’s strategic investments and
planning have enabled it to withstand external economic shocks while
maintaining a resilient economy with
sustainable growth that has averaged
more than 5 percent of GDP growth
since 2009, Investment Promotion
Agency Qatar (IPA Qatar) CEO Sheikh
Ali Alwaleed Al Thani has been quoted as saying by KPMG Qatar.
The KPMG 2022 CEO Outlook
surveyed Qatar’s CEOs on their 3-year
outlook on the business and economic
landscapes.
Despite geopolitical and economic
challenges, Qatar’s economic confidence over the next three years is 80
percent. As companies continue to
navigate the changing landscape resulting from the COVID-19 pandemic, 92 percent of Qatar’s CEOs expect
positive growth expectations in 2022
compared to 88 percent in 2021.
In a report released as part of the
KPMG 2022 CEO Outlook Survey,
Sheikh Ali said, “Qatar’s economic
diversification and business attraction efforts, as guided by the 2030
National Vision, have substantially
strengthened the country’s economic
prospects. The legacy of the FIFA
World Cup Qatar 2022 by raising the
country’s profile and spillover effects
on non-hydrocarbon industries such
as real estate, hospitality, sports, and
healthcare will help Qatar maintain
long-term sustainable growth and
create a wealth of opportunities for
foreign investors.
“The hydrocarbon sector is also
expected to continue to support the
nation’s economy, particularly with
the North Field Expansion. These are
reflected in the positive long-term
growth projections for Qatar by the
IMF and World Bank, indicating Qatar’s strong long-term development
prospects.”
While confidence is up over the
next 3 years, CEOs anticipate challenges in the shorter term. One out
of 10 (12 percent) CEOs believe a recession will happen over the next 12
months, but two out of five (16 percent) feel it will be mild and short and
20 percent have plans in place to deal
with it.
In spite of short-term recession
fears, the increased confidence CEOs
have for the longer term indicates
they feel well-prepared to navigate
their businesses through turbulent
times.
In fact, when asked about their
confidence in the resiliency of the Qatar economy over the next six months
— a period likely to be fraught with
uncertainty and constant change —
92 percent still had a positive outlook.
While CEOs may be resilient,
they’re also realistic about the chal-

The legacy of the FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 by raising the country’s profile and spillover effects on non-hydrocarbon industries will
help Qatar maintain long-term sustainable growth and create a wealth of opportunities for foreign investors.

Investment Promotion Agency Qatar CEO
Sheikh Ali Alwaleed Al Thani

Qatar Islamic Bank Chief Executive Officer
Bassel Gamal

Gopal Balasubramaniam, Partner, Head
of Audit KPMG in Qatar

lenges ahead. Seventy-two percent
of CEOs believe a recession will upend anticipated growth over the next
three years, and three-quarters (80
percent) also believe a recession will
make post-pandemic recovery harder. Fifty-two percent of CEOs predict a recession will impact company
earnings by up to 10 percent over the
next 12 months.
Compared to 2019 and 2020,
CEOs are better prepared to weather
short-term challenges with resiliency
measures in place, while still anticipating long-term growth. The top
three steps include: boosting productivity (60 percent), managing costs
(36 percent), and reconsidering digi-

tal transformation strategies (52 percent).
Pandemic fatigue and economic
factors including the threat of rising
interest rates and inflation top the list
of most pressing concerns for CEOs
today at 28 percent and 12 percent,
respectively.
“As we look to the next three
years, risks are more interconnected
than ever. Emerging technology rises
in rank as the top risk and greatest
threat to organizational growth. Supply chain/operational, regulatory, and
reputational concerns also jumped
into the top five,” the report said.
“The buoyancy of Qatar’s economy
is largely driven by the country’s con-

tinuous focus on LNG investments
where the operating model helps the
country to generate huge cash flows.
Since renewables have not grown in
the last few years at the expected levels, the demand for fossil fuels will
continue and hence Qatar’s focus on
LNG expansion is expected to put the
country in a very strong position for
at least the next three decades, fueling
CEO’s optimism over their long-term
growth prospects,” Gopal Balasubramaniam, Partner, Head of Audit
KPMG in Qatar, said.
CEOs indicate that geopolitical
uncertainties will continue to impact
their strategies and supply chains
over the next three years. In fact, 96

percent of CEOs have adjusted or plan
to adjust their risk management procedures considering geopolitical risk,
and 44 percent of CEOs will be increasing measures to adapt to geopolitical issues to achieve their growth
objectives.
With geopolitics a key agenda
item in 2022, CEOs need to be knowledgeable on the subject and how to
navigate the risks. It’s important to
make a geopolitical risk assessment
part of their overall strategy.
Qatar Islamic Bank (QIB) CEO
Bassel Gamal says that the global
economic environment remains uncertain, characterised by a number
of challenges including elevated inflation and tightening of monetary
policy.
This imposes imported risks and
challenges to GCC economies. Similarly, to other GCC countries, there is
a positive sentiment in Qatar due to
the high oil and gas prices as well as
the government’s commitment to invest in the new phase of growth and to
further diversify the economy.
In fact, Qatar’s economy is expected to grow by 3.5 percent this year
and 3.2 percent next year, making it
the fastest-growing economy in the
GCC in 2023.
“Qatar’s economy is evolving, becoming more diversified. During the
last few years, as the country has been
preparing for the World Cup and creating a first-class infrastructure, the
focus has been on lending to government projects, but the private sector
is growing in strength, and there’s a
determination to become a regional
leader in education, healthcare, entertainment, and tourism,” Gamal
said.
Over the next 3 years, M&A and
Strategic alliances remain high despite economic concerns, with 60
percent of CEOs expressing a moderate appetite and 16 percent a high
appetite. 80 percent of CEOs see the
greatest impact over the next three
years from structuring capital allocation, partnerships, alliances, and
M&A strategy.
With increasing interest rates
and borrowing costs, rapid Innovation will be the key to staying competitive, the report said, deal makers
may be taking a much sharper pencil
to the numbers and focusing on value
creation to unlock and track the deal
value, every step of the way.
“The increased investment interest in Qatar creates an opportunity
for Family businesses to consider
strategic alliances and partnerships to
support their growth ambitions and
capture greater market share. Family governance still poses a challenge
in family businesses given the nonlinear growth in families compared to
businesses, Yacoub Hobeika, Partner,
Audit, KPMG in Qatar, said.

QC hosts workshop on certificate mechanism for food dispatches
Tribune News Network
Doha

Qatar Chamber, in cooperation with the Ministry of Public
Health (MoPH), recently hosted a workshop on the mechanisms for issuing conformity
certificates for food dispatches.
The workshop comes as
part of the Ministry’s initiative ‘Third Party: Pre-Shipment Food Inspection on Food
Dispatches in the Country
of Origin’.
It touched on introducing
the initiative and its application mechanisms, as well as
the challenges that companies
may face during the issuance of
such certificates.
The workshop was attended by Qatar Chamber’s
assistant director-general for
Government Relations and
Committees Affairs Ali Bu
Sherbak al-Mansouri and Dr
Nasr Hassanein from the Food
Safety Department at the Ministry of Public Health.
For his part, Hassanein said
that this workshop comes with-

in the cooperation between the
Ministry and the Chamber to
inform the private sector representatives and importers on
the initiative’s developments,
indicating that this system
has already been successfully
implemented with one of the
shipments from a neighbouring country and that it will be
evaluated according to the results of the actual conformity.
Hassanein also said that
the initiative aims to streamline the flow of incoming shipments during the FIFA World
Cup, and to avoid costs of the
re-export process, noting that
three companies were approved after they fulfilled all
requirements, and there are
other requests under study.
It is noteworthy that this
initiative is optional and aims
to issue the required verification certificates for imported
food products by a third party
in the country of origin before they are shipped for export to ensure modern food
safety measures. It also aims
to ensure the smooth flow of

The workshop was attended by Qatar Chamber’s assistant director-general for Government Relations and Committees Affairs Ali Bu Sherbak
al-Mansouri and Dr Nasr Hassanein from the Food Safety Department at the Ministry of Public Health.
products by matching them
in the country of origin and
easing control procedures at

entry ports.
In a statement, the Chamber said that this initiative

is optional for private sector
companies and aims at enhancing the public-private

partnership and keeping pace
with recent global trends in
food control.
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Qatar to add 12.6K housing units in
fourth quarter of 2022: ValuStrat
Satyendra Pathak
Doha

Approximately
12,600
units are in the pipeline to be
added to Qatar’s housing market in the fourth quarter of
2022, ValuStrat has said in a
report published recently.
According to ValuStrat’s
Qatar Real Estate MarkeQ3 Review report, Almost 72 percent
of this additional supply will
come from two master projects
in Al Wukair.
Residential stock exceeded
310,700 units in Qatar with the
addition of 600 homes during
the third quarter of 2022. The
report said that new additions
during the quarter included
low-rise residential projects in
The Pearl, Lusail, Duhail, Al
Wakrah, Old Ghanim, Al Sadd
and Umm Ghuwailina.
Ezdan Real Estate launched
Al Janoub Gardens this quarter, projected to add 2,368 fully
furnished apartments once
completed by the end of 2022,
it said.
In the third quarter of
2022, ValuStrat Price Index
(VPI) – Residential increased
to 65.3 points. The index grew
by 0.8 percent over the previous quarter, recovering back to
a level last seen in Q3 2021. The
VPI is a valuation-based price
index with a base of 100 points
as of the first quarter of 2016.
The apartment market appreciated 0.9 percent compared to the previous quarter.
Units in The Pearl and West
Bay Lagoon saw capital gains
of 1.6 percent and 2.2 percent
QoQ, respectively. Conversely,
prices of apartments in Lusail
declined by 0.5 percent compared to Q2 2022.
Like the apartment market,
the report said, the villa market
also grew 0.7 percent this quarter, indicating a slight market
recovery.
This growth is mainly attributed to units in Muaither
and Al Khor, whose capital values increased by 3 percent and
2.9 percent. Similarly, villas
in Ain Khaled, Al Thumama,
Onaiza, Al Khairtiyat, Umm
Salal Ali, and Al Wakra also exhibited gains of up to 0.8 percent. Old Airport and Duhail
were the only areas whose capital values receded 0.6 percent
and 0.2 percent.
Villas in The Pearl, West
Bay Lagoon & Al Waab showed
no price movement this
			
quarter. Gross yields
for residential units exhibited
an increase of 6.5 percent this
quarter. Apartments recorded
9.6 percent whilst villas accounted for 5 percent. Price-torent ratio averaged 17.5 years
for residential units.

Residential stock exceeded 310,700 units in Qatar with the addition of 600 homes during the third quarter of 2022. New additions during the quarter included low-rise residential
projects in The Pearl, Lusail, Duhail, Al Wakrah, Old Ghanim, Al Sadd and Umm Ghuwailina.
Transaction volumes witnessed substantial declines this
quarter, down 44 percent QoQ
and 39 percent YoY.
The median transacted ticket size for houses was QR2.6
million, up by 6 percent QoQ,
but 1.9 percent lower than in
the third quarter of 2021.
Al Wakra, Muaither, and Al
Khor had the highest volume
of transactions of residential
houses during the third quarter
of 2022. As many as 41 transactions for residential buildings
were recorded as of the third
quarter of 2022, with 50 percent concentrated in Fereej Bin
Mahmoud, Umm Ghuwailina,
and Old Airport.
Value and volume of transactions in The Pearl and Al
Qassar surged by 11.6 percent
and 4.6 percent in the year to
the third quarter of 2022.
As per the report, upward
pressure on leasing rates continued with the median asking
rents up 5.2 percent QoQ and
15 percent YoY.
“We have observed landlords pre-leasing their units for
January 2023, quoting rents 10
percent lower than the average asking rent of comparable
units during the third quarter
of 2022. The median listed rent
for apartments grew by 5 percent QoQ and 16.4 percent YoY
with median rent for 2-bedroom apartments experiencing

the highest quarterly increase
of up to 9 percent,” the report
said.
Three-bedroom villas experienced the highest increase in
median rent of 9 percent QoQ
compared to other bedroom
types. A minimum contract of 2
years, with up to 5 percent discount on average rent, is commonplace.
About the office supply during the third quarter of 2022,
the report said, “The total office stock was estimated to be
nearly 5.8 million sq m GLA
including an additional 70,000
sq m GLA added this quarter.”
Al Janoub Square in Al
Wakrah and Concord Qatar’s
new office building in Rawdat
Al Khail, among other projects,
was completed this quarter; the
two projects added 12,400 sq m
GLA to the total supply.
Nearly 1.5 million sq m
GLA is in the pipeline till 2023;
800,000 sq m GLA is expected
till the end of 2022 while the
rest is due to be completed during 2023, it said.
According to the report, the
third quarter of 2022 experienced a trend reversal as the
citywide median asking rent
for offices increased quarterly
for the first time since 2016. It
is 1.4 percent higher than the
previous quarter but lower by
2.7 percent YoY.
Median asking rents for of-

fices in West Bay, Lusail, and
Salwa Road grew up to 2.9 percent, with Salwa Road increasing the most (to QR 70 per sq
m). However, rates for offices
along Grand Hamad Street and
C/D Ring Road fell by 1.5 percent & 2.7 percent, respectively.
Despite improvements in
office sector performance due
to nearing FIFA 2022 World
Cup, medium-term rental rates
are projected to decline due to
o expected demand/supply gap
expansion.
About retail supply in the
third quarter of 2022, the report said, “Retail stock of shopping centres stood at 2.1 million
sq m, the same as the previous
quarter. Almost 363,000 sq m
GLA is in the pipeline till 2023;
this includes Printemps in the
Doha Oasis Project (Musheireb) and the Giardino Mall (The
Pearl)
While Lusail Commercial
Boulevard, a 1.3 sq km avenue boasting 760,000 sq m
of retail, office and residential space, was inaugurated
in early November 2022, the
report said, Barwa Real Estate projects, Madinatna and
Barahat Al Janoub in Al Wakra
launched retail shops for leasing this quarter, adding approximately 14,000 sq m GLA
to the total supply.
Carrefour unveiled its 10th
branch in Qatar: a 2,700 sq m

store in Lagoona Mall and Aura
group announced 36 F&B outlets across Lusail Boulevard, Al
Maha Island, and Hamad International Airport.
Median monthly mall rents
were reduced to QR210 per sq
m, recording a 2.3 percent decrease both quarterly and annually.
The median monthly asking rent for street retail within
Doha fell to QR156 per sq m,
down 3.7 percent QoQ and 2.5
percent lower compared to the
third quarter of 2021.
Similarly, the median
monthly asking rent for street
retail outside Doha municipality receded to QR148 per sq m,
down by 2.6 percent compared
to both the previous quarter
and last year.
In anticipation of the FIFA
World Cup 2022, there has
been a significant increase in
demand and supply of retail,
especially in the F&B sector.
However, with supply currently outstripping demand
there is now a downward pressure on leasing rates, the report
said. About the hospitality
supply, the report said, “Qatar tourism, total hospitality
stock was estimated at 30,467
keys (22,652 hotel keys and
7,815 hotel apartments), 2.7
percent greater than the first
half of 2021.
Notable hospitality addi-

tions during the third quarter of 2022 include St Regis
Marsa Arabia Island in The
Pearl (207 apartments & 245
residences), Rixos Gulf Hotel
in Ras Bu Abboud (250 keys),
and the Waldorf Astoria in Lusail (203 suites and 110 deluxe
apartments).
Pipeline supply for the remainder of 2022 consists of
7,670 keys, including Velero
Hotel in Lusail, Andaz Hotel in
West Bay, and Rixos Qetaifan
Island North Doha in Lusail.
As of August 2022, total
foreign arrivals jumped to
1,023,912 visitors, 410 percent
greater than the same period
in 2021, the report said adding that tourists from Asia and
GCC countries accounted for
68 percent of total foreign arrivals.
As per STR data, hotel
bookings are reported to rise
ahead of World Cup 2022 with
occupancies expected to average 70 percent from November
20 to December 18, 2022.
Average hotel/hotel apartment occupancy excluding
keys used for quarantine was
55 percent, which is 6 percent
lower than in the same period
in 2021.
In the third quarter of
2022, the report said, the Average Daily Rate (ADR) for hotels and hotel apartments was
QR456, up 11.2 percent YoY.

Performance of Qatari stocks expected to improve in Q4: Expert
Tribune News Network
Doha

Financial analyst Ahmed Aql said
on Thursday he expects the performance of Qatari stocks to improve in
the final quarter of 2022, pushed by
forecast economic growth of 5.2 percent and fiscal surpluses.
Aql told QNA said that the recession threat looming over many international economies is nowhere to
be found in Qatar, something that
should enhance the country’s stock
performance, despite the impact of
rising interest rates on hot money
that leaves financial markets when
rates rise.
He noted that a 4-5 percent rate is
a real headwind on equities, as they
raise the required return on equities.
He said that the market needs attractive profits and dividends, but maintained that this was difficult given
many companies will want to reinvest
their profits for the long term.
Meanwhile, the main index of the
Qatar Stock Exchange (QSE) declined

345.79 points, or 2.8 percent, during
the week to close at 11,867.24 points.
Market capitalisation decreased by
2.2 percent to reach QR663.4 billion
(bn) compared with QR678.6bn at
the end of the previous trading week.
Of the 46 traded companies, 39
ended the week lower, 6 ended higher
and one remained unchanged. Mannai Corporation (MCCS) was the
worst-performing stock for the week,
moving down 7.9 percent. Meanwhile, Estithmar Holding was the
best-performing stock for the week,
gaining 13.6 percent.
Qatar Islamic Bank (QIB), Industries Qatar (IQ), and Ooredoo were
the primary contributors to the weekly index decline. QIBK and IQCD removed 107.20 and 73.50 points from
the index, respectively. Further, ORDS
knocked off another 33.68 points.
The traded value during the
week went up 0.8 percent to reach
QR2,096.2 million from QR2,079.1
million in the prior trading week.
QNB Group (QNBK) was the topvalue traded stock during the

The QSE building in Doha. Foreign institutions turned slightly bullish, closing the week
with net buying of QR4 million against net selling of QR45.8 million in the previous week.
week with a total traded value of
QR353.2 million.

Traded volume increased 15.9 percent to 606.9 million shares compared

to 523.5 million shares in the prior trading week. The number of transactions
decreased 2 percent to 70,621 against
72,079 in the prior week. Estithmar
Holding was the top volume traded
stock during the week with a total traded volume of 86.3 million shares.
Foreign institutions turned slightly bullish, ending the week with net
buying of QR4 million against net selling of QR45.8 million in the previous
week. Qatari institutions remained
bearish with a net selling of QR71.2
million against net selling of QR12.1
million in the week before. Foreign
retail investors ended the week with
net buying of QR26.8 million against
net buying of QR36.1 million in the
prior week. Qatari retail investors remained bullish with a net buying of
QR40.4 million against a net buying
of QR21.8 million the week before.
According to an estimate by QNB
Financial Services (QNBFS), As of
Thursday, foreign institutions were
net buyers of Qatari stocks worth
$4.36 billion since the start of this financial year.
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India’s GDP growth may
average 6.3% between
2021 and 2030, says S&P
This will help India pip Japan and Germany to become the third-largest economy: S&P report
Agencies
New Delhi

The S&P Global Market Intelligence has projected India’s
real gross domestic product
(GDP) growth to average 6.3
per cent annually between financial years 2021 and 2030,
enabling it to overtake Japan
and Germany to become the
world’s third-largest economy
in nominal US dollar terms.
Real income per capita is
projected to achieve significant average growth of 5.3 per
cent, with Indian households
becoming the greatest spenders among G20 economies, the
firm said in a report, assuming
continued structural reforms,
including trade and financial
liberalisation, infrastructure
and human capital investment,
and labour market reform.
“Progress is likely to be
piecemeal: Although the current government has a parliamentary majority to pass
legislation, trade unions are
strong, comprise millions of
members in sectors highlighted for liberalisation, and have
routinely opposed policies that
they claim threaten job security
and increase the influence of
big business,” the firm, earlier
known as IHS Markit, said in
the report.
The Union government has
not been able to implement the
four labour codes despite notifying them two years ago, due
to opposition from states and
labour unions.
“To circumvent stakeholder opposition, the thrust
of economic policy will be to

India’s real income per capita is projected to achieve significant average growth of 5.3 percent, with Indian
households becoming the greatest spenders among G20 economies.
make India structurally more
self-reliant. Doing so serves
three goals: reducing import
dependency, providing the labour force with suitable employment opportunities, and
creating a more viable market
for domestic and foreign investors,” the report said.
The S&P report said the
government was banking on
production-linked
incentive
(PLI) schemes as tools to make
the Indian economy more
export-driven and more interlinked in global supply chains.
“A greater share in global value
chains would also contribute to

India’s goals of improving leverage in multilateral negotiations and gaining advantage in
its competition with mainland
China,” it added.
India’s manufacturing exports have struggled to gain
global market share, while the
share of manufacturing in India’s GDP declined from 17
per cent in FY09 to 14 percent
in FY21.
S&P said India’s ambition
to increase its economic power
was unlikely to be limited to
encouraging foreign investor
participation.
“We are seeing, in effect, a

promotion of ‘national champions’ — a handful of India-based
conglomerates that the government is seeking to position
as competitors to companies
from mainland China, Europe,
Japan, South Korea, and the
United States. The government
is likely to actively advocate
that foreign investors participate in joint ventures in India
with these national champions. This is particularly likely
in strategic sectors, such as
defense and semiconductors
and in PLIS for renewable energy, electronics, and mining,”
it said.

EU’s natural gas cap
‘unlikely’ to have major
impact on short-term
prices, says Rystad
Agencies
New York

The EU’s proposed natural gas
price cap is “unlikely” to have a
significant effect on short-term
prices, Rystad Energy said in a
report on Thursday.
The current proposal is to
cap the price of Dutch TTF gas
futures, the benchmark European contract, at €275 ($287)
per megawatt-hour (MWh) for
month-ahead derivatives.
“Market participants are
against the idea, given it would
interfere with the liberalised
market and could jeopardise
the financial stability of various
European regions,” the Norwaybased consultancy said.
Several countries, including
France and Spain, have rejected
the European Commission’s
proposal for a temporary gas
price cap and are preparing a response before an extraordinary
energy council session in Brussels on Thursday.
European gas prices are rising again over fears of further
curtailment of exports by Russia
as cold weather approaches.
Russia’s state-owned producer Gazprom has said it will
reduce the supply of gas entering Ukraine at the Sudzha entry
point from November 28 if an
imbalance in volumes delivered
through Ukraine to Moldova
persists.
The Ukraine transit route is
one of two pipelines still moving
gas from Russia to Europe after
the Nord Stream 1 pipeline supply was suspended indefinitely
in September.
“The impact on prices
would likely be muted given that
the market has largely factored
in the risk that Russian flows
to Europe could drop to zero,”
Rystad said. But this could mean

that Europe may have to start
withdrawing gas from storage,
which is nearly 95 per cent full,
the consultancy said.
Europe’s liquefied natural
gas regasification capacity is at
about 90 per cent utilisation as
the region continues to import
high volumes, said Rystad.
The continent has boosted
its LNG imports from the US
and Gulf countries following
Russia’s invasion of Ukraine.
To resolve existing bottlenecks,
several EU countries are increasing their LNG imports capacity by pumping more money
into building new terminals.
The current strains on gas
supply have led to energy shortages in several parts of the developing world that rely on imported gas, notably Pakistan and
Bangladesh. Major growth markets for gas, such as India and
China, have sharply reduced
their LNG imports in 2022.
This week, China, the world’s
largest energy consumer and
top buyer of crude oil, signed a
27-year deal with QatarEnergy
for four million tonnes per annum of LNG. Chinese importers
are opting to secure a supplier
for the “mid to long term” amid
tight supply and increasing volatility in prices, Rystad said.
The share of contracted volumes in China’s LNG imports
has risen to more than 80 per
cent this year, compared with
about 60 per cent in 2021.
Last week, Japan and Thailand signed a preliminary agreement to share LNG during severe shortages.
Spot LNG prices in Asia have
slightly rebounded to $29.2 per
million British thermal units,
up 5 per cent from the previous
week as high inventory levels
limit the region’s buying interest, Rystad said.

Global tourism ‘on track’ to reach 65 percent
of pre-COVID levels by end of year: UNWTO
Agencies
New York

The global tourism industry
is on track to reach 65 per cent
of pre-pandemic levels of international visitors by the end
of this year as the sector, led
by Europe, recovers from the
worst crisis in its history.
The industry could bring
in $1.2 trillion to $1.3 trillion
in tourism revenue this year,
a 60 per cent to 70 per cent
increase over 2021, according
to the latest data from the UN
World Tourism Organisation
(UNWTO). This year’s revenue forecast is 70 per cent to
80 per cent of the $1.8 trillion
the global industry generated
in 2019.
In the first nine months of
2022, an estimated 700 million tourists travelled internationally, more than double
the number for the same period last year, the UN tourism
body said.
This represents 63 percent
of 2019 levels, putting the sector on course to reach 65 percent of its pre-pandemic levels
by the end of this year.
“Results were boosted by
strong pent-up demand, improved confidence levels and
the lifting of restrictions in an
increasing number of destinations,” the report said.
International travel rebounded strongly between
July and September, four
months after the start of the
Russia-Ukraine war, and after widespread easing of entry
requirements for the first time
since March 2020, which improved consumer confidence
in long-haul travel.

In the first nine months of 2022, an estimated 700 million tourists travelled internationally, more than double the number for the same period last year.
An estimated 340 million
international arrivals were
recorded in the third quarter
of 2022 alone, almost half of
the 700 million people that
travelled during the first nine
months of the year, according
to the UNWTO.
In the race to bring tourism-dependent
economies
back to pre-pandemic levels of
international visitors, Europe
is leading the way, according
to the UN data.

Europe is driving the rebound in international tourism, welcoming 477 million
international arrivals in the
January-September period,
or 68 percent of the world’s
700 million tourists. This is
a recovery of 81 per cent of
its tourist arrivals before the
COVID-19 pandemic hit, the
report said.
This was more than double
the number of visitors to Europe in 2021, with the nine-

month results boosted by
strong intra-regional demand
and travel from the US.
“Europe saw particularly
robust performance in Q3,
when arrivals reached almost
90 per cent of 2019 levels,” the
tourism body said.
After Europe on the list of
fastest recovering regions of
the world this year is the Middle East.
The Middle East region’s
international arrivals more

than tripled year on year in
the January to September period, climbing to 77 percent of
its pre-pandemic levels, the
UNWTO said.
Africa and the Americas
also recorded strong growth
compared with 2021, reaching
63 per cent and 66 per cent of
2019 levels, respectively.
In Asia and the Pacific,
international arrivals more
than tripled in the first nine
months of 2022, reflecting the

opening of many destinations,
including Japan at the end
of September. But arrivals in
Asia and the Pacific were still
83 per cent below 2019 levels.
China, meanwhile, a key
source market for the region,
remains largely closed because
of its strict Covid policies.
Destinations reporting arrivals above pre-pandemic
levels in the nine months
through September include
Albania, Ethiopia, Honduras,
Andorra, Puerto Rico, Dominican Republic, Colombia, El
Salvador and Iceland, the UN
body said.
In September, tourist arrivals surpassed pre-pandemic
levels in the Middle East (3 per
cent over 2019) and the Caribbean (1 percent over 2019).
Markets reporting strong
spending in the first six to nine
months of 2022 were Germany, Belgium, Italy, the US,
Qatar, India and Saudi Arabia.
The UN body warned,
however, that the tough macroeconomic
environment
points to a softening in the
pace of recovery in international travel.
The challenging economic
conditions globally, including
persistently high inflation and
soaring energy prices, aggravated by the Russia-Ukraine
war, could affect the pace of the
travel industry’s recovery in the
fourth quarter of 2022 and into
2023, the UN body said.
The latest survey among
the UNWTO panel of tourism
experts shows a downgrade in
confidence levels for the last
four months of 2022, reflecting more “cautious optimism”,
it said.
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Qatar shares knowledge with
hosts of next FIFA World Cup
The Generation Amazing Foundation hosted delegates from Canada, Mexico and the US on the sidelines of this year’s tournament

QNA
DOHA

A FLAGSHIP FIFA World Cup
Qatar 2022 legacy programme
-- the Generation Amazing
Foundation -- hosted delegates
from Canada, Mexico and the
US, which are hosting the next
FIFA World Cup 2026, during
the Generation Amazing Youth
Festival, which was held on the
sidelines of this year’s tournament.
The event was attended by
Vice Chairperson and CEO of
Qatar Foundation HE Sheikha
Hind bint Hamad Al Thani,
Minister of Sports and Youth
HE Salah bin Ghanem Al Ali,

US Secretary of State Antony
Blinken, Mexico’s Secretary of
Foreign Affairs Marcelo Ebrard,
Canada’s Minister of International Development Harjit Sajjan, and Secretary General of
the Supreme Committee for
Delivery and Legacy (SC) and
Chairman of the Generation
Amazing Foundation Hassan Al
Thawadi.
In this year’s Generation
Amazing Youth Festival, the
foundation shared its learnings
obtained over the past years.
During the festival, 30 young
people met delegates from Canada, Mexico, and the US within
an inclusive activation, which
teaches key life skills through

football, including teamwork
and leadership.
The event marked the conclusion of this year’s festival,
with Generation Amazing passing on its learnings to the next
FIFA World Cup organizers and
outlining how the project had
positively impacted more than 1
million people globally over the
past 12 years.
“Of all the programmes
that have launched out of this
World Cup, and arguably previous World Cups, the Generation Amazing Foundation is the
one that has had the strongest
global impact. We strived for a
Qatar 2022 legacy that extends
beyond the pitch, one that cre-

PRESIDENTS OF GHANA AND PORTUGAL STRESS
IMPORTANCE OF GLOBAL EDUCATION BEFORE
THEIR TEAMS FACED OFF AT QATAR WC 2022

ates a positive footprint on peoples lives and communities, ultimately contributing to a better
future for all,” said Al Thawadi.
“In utilizing football to
advance the UN Sustainable
Development Goals, such as
inclusivity and gender equality,
with youth-focused initiatives
globally, Generation Amazing
delivers on this legacy beyond
the 29 days of the tournament
and equips future generations
with the skills they need to boost
their futures,” he added.
More than 300 students
took part in this year’s Generation Amazing Youth Festival,
each representing a competing
nation in Qatar 2022.

This year’s Generation
Amazing Youth Festival promoted women leaders in sport,
diversity and mutual respect
between genders. It provided an
opportunity for people to connect and demonstrate support
for youth empowerment. The
festival also showcased Goal 22
- a year-long student exchange
programme which champions
sustainable development.
Strategic partners included the Ministry of Sports and
Youth, Ministry of Education
and Higher Education, Qatar
Football Association, Qatar
Foundation, Qatar Museums,
FIFA Foundation and UNESCO. Sponsors included Qa-

tar Airways, Visit Qatar, Qatar
Fund for Development, Qetaifan Projects, QLM Insurance,
SDIsports and Hublot.
Generation Amazing delivers sport for development
programs in alignment with
the United Nations Sustainable
Development Goals and Qatar
National Vision 2030 to promote
sustainability, inclusion and
gender equality. It utilizes the
power of football to teach key life
skills, including communication,
leadership, teamwork and compassion - particularly in communities in need. Since 2010,
Generation Amazing has implemented programs in 41 countries
with a range of partners.

KATARA ART EXHIBITIONS:

It’s football inside and out!
QNA
DOHA

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

THE Presidents of Portugal and Ghana have
stressed the importance of education hours
before their national teams faced off on the
pitch at the FIFA World Cup Qatar 2020.
Following their comments, President
Marcelo Rebelo de Sousa and President Nana
Akufo-Addo exchanged jerseys at an event
hosted by Education Above All Foundation
inside the FIFA Fan Festival.
“The right of access to education is the vital thing that makes the difference. When we
speak of equality and inclusive education we
speak of the future and a long term vision,”
said President Rebelo de Sousa.
For his part, the Ghanaian president said,
“It’s important that the concepts of access and

quality be taken right through the education
ladder. So, yes, education above all.”
Both presidents also stressed the importance of the digital ongoing revolution, with the
need for better education in those fields, such
as STEM, as well as the energetic revolution.
Presidents Akufo-Addo and Rebelo de
Sousa also exchanged jerseys, a symbolic act
showing that only through working together
in partnership to bring about inclusive access
to education.
The presidential dialogue was part of Education Above All’s Scoring 4 the Goals campaign which is being held on the sidelines of
the FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 tournament.
The campaign aims to raise awareness for the
UN’s Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs),
the global blueprint for prosperity and peace
for all.

AT the Cultural Village Foundation (Katara) the arts
speak the language of football
through a wide range of exhibitions, including ‘First Football
World Cup’ exhibition and ‘8
Stadiums, 8 Champions, One
dream: Qatar 2022’ exhibition, that continue attracting
the FIFA World Cup Qatar
2022 fans in the halls 1 and 2
at building 47. The exhibitions,
organised within the Katara
events to celebrate FIFA World
Cup Qatar 2022, will run until
November 28.
The ‘First Football World
Cup’ exhibition, organised by
Katara in cooperation with the
Embassy of Uruguay in Qatar,
documents the preparations
made to organise the first FIFA
World Cup tournament. The
expo depicts the construction
and equipping of the Estadio
Centenario stadium that witnessed the first match of the
tournament, as well as the
personalities who attended the
inaugural event. It also has the
photograph of a poster that was
used to promote the first World
Cup. The original poster is kept
in Estadio Centenario Football
Museum.
In addition, the exhibition,
which includes 61 photos, presents photographs of the stadi-

ums that hosted the first edition
of the World Cup, and a poster
that was provided by the official broadcasting service of the
World Cup to the radio listeners.
Uruguay was granted the
honour to host 1930 FIFA
World Cup in recognition of
its triumphs in 1924 and 1928
Summer Olympics.
The inauguration of Estadio Centenario stadium co-

incided with the centenary of
Uruguay’s Constitution as an
independent state. The construction of the stadiums was
also an opportunity to demonstrate the prosperity of Uruguay to the rest of the world.
The pictures were captured
by the Advertising and Information Office of Montevideo
and are part of the collection of
the historical episodes of Montevideo Center of Photography
for the period 1860-1990.
The ‘8 Stadiums, 8 Champions, One dream: Qatar 2022’
Exhibition includes 17 unique
pieces of art and eight paintings by Lily Quintero with the
theme of football. Lily Quintero
believes football carries beautiful meanings that are popular
around the world and it is a
language of communication
among peoples.

Supplement
Sponsored by

friday, November 25, 2022

BRILLIANT BRAZIL
UNVEIL THEIR MAGIC

Brazil’s forward Richarlison unleashes an acrobatic goal for Brazil during the FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 Group G match against Serbia at the Lusail Stadium on Thursday night. (AFP)

Five-time champions begin campaign with 2-0 drubbing of Serbia
Vinay Nayudu
Doha

The atmosphere at the Lusail
Stadium on Thursday night
was simply electric. Bathed in
canary yellow and packed with
90,000 spectators, the bowlshaped stadium then came
aglow with one of the finest
goals seen at FIFA World Cup
Qatar 2022 as Brazil’s forward
Richarlison unleashed an acrobatic bicycle kick to subdue
their rivals Serbia with a second goal in the Group G match.
Pandemonium broke in the
Brazil camp as Richarlison was
mobbed by his teammates and
the bench with the entire stadium on their feet.
Brazil coach Tite hugged his
coaching staff tight in delight,
indicating his boys are here to
display their beautiful football
in legendary fashion.
The brilliance of Brazil was
much expected but the way the
Selecao began their campaign,
it was only fitting that the game
was held at the maximum capacity Lusail Stadium. Richarlison had three touches to
the ball inside the penalty area
and on the fabulous evening he
scored two goals of them in the
62nd and 73rd minutes.
He had scored the opening
goal with a one touch clearance
after Brazil players broke into
the ‘D’ and after Vinicius Junior’s effort was parried. Richarlison grabbed the chance right in
front of the goal leaving Serbia
goalkeeper and players stunned.
While Serbia looked like
holding good against the
mighty Brazilians till the break,
Brazil’s chemistry came alive
after many of their shots had
flown past the target.
Serbia - who were without
injured winger Filip Kostic and
threatened sporadically - had

Brazil’s Richarlison (L) celebrates with teammates after scoring his
team’s first goal during the FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 Group G match
against Serbia at the Lusail Stadium in Lusail on Thursday night. (AFP)

SCORELINE
Brazil

2

Serbia

0

Richarlison 62’, 73’
defended stoutly up until then,
although they were fortunate
that Alex Sandro’s earlier shot
from distance rattled the post.
But they could do nothing
about Richarlison’s second as
the Tottenham Hotspur striker
flicked up Vinicius Junior’s
cross and produced an acrobatic finish into the corner of
the net. Casemiro later clipped
the bar.
Neymar, two goals behind
Pele’s Brazil record of 77, was part
of a very attacking line-up chosen

by Tite but if anything they got
in each other’s way initially and
Neymar played too deep.
The
fantastic
match
summed up another great day
of football at the Qatar World
Cup which earlier saw Cristiano
Ronaldo making the record of
becoming the first man to score
at five FIFA World Cups as Portugal beat Ghana 3-2.
Switzerland edged Cameroon 1-0 while South Korea
held Uruguay to a goalless
draw.

Players of Brazil celebrate with the crowd after defeating Serbia 2-0 in
their FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 Group G match at the Lusail Stadium
in Lusail on Thursday night. (AFP)
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Germany 2006

South Africa 2010

Brazil 2014

Russia 2018

Qatar 2022

Appearances: 6 Goals: 1

Appearances: 4 Goals: 1

Appearances: 3 Goals: 1

Appearances: 4 Goals: 4

Appearances to date: 1 Goals: 1

Ronaldo

The road to
Ronaldo’s
World Cup
record

makes history

Cristiano Ronaldo has
become the first man to
score at five FIFA World
Cups. Here’s a look at
how he got there

as Portugal
beat Ghana 3-2
SCORELINE

dpa
Doha

Cristiano Ronaldo became
the first man to score at five
World Cups in Portugal’s 3-2
win against Ghana in their
Group H opener in Qatar on
Thursday.
Portugal now lead the
group ahead of South Korea
and Uruguay, who played out
a goalless draw in the earlier
game. Ghana sit bottom.
Ronaldo, who had a goal
ruled out in the first half, has
now scored in the 2006, 2010,
2014, 2018 and 2022 editions
of the tournament.
The win also meant Portugal started the World Cup with
a triumph for the first time
since 2006 in Germany.
Portugal dominated in
the first half but were largely
harmless and only broke the
deadlock in the 65th minute.
In what possibly looked like a
dive, Ronaldo fell down inside
the box, was awarded a penalty
and didn’t miss his chance to
write history.
Ghana - who were well-organized throughout the game
- saw Mohammed Kudus from

In playing at his fifth FIFA
World Cup, he joined Lothar
Matthaus, Antonio Carbajal,
Rafa Marquez, Gianluigi
Buffon, Andres Guardado,
Guillermo Ochoa and Lionel
Messi in achieving this distinction. Should CR7, as
expected, play in all three
of Portugal’s group-stage
matches, he will enter
the competition’s list of
top-ten appearance
holders.
But Ronaldo has
never been
interested in
joining a club.
He wants to
strike out
alone as,
arguably,
the game’s
greatest
of all time
and, as
such, 24 November 2022
will remain a
momentous date
for him.
It is the date on
which he became
the first and only
man to score at five
separate editions of
the game’s greatest tournament, opening the scoring for Portugal in a thrilling
3-2 win over Ghana. As yet
another record falls to the
highest-scoring man in the
history of international football, FIFA+ looks at his route
to World Cup immortality.

Portugal

Ghana

3

2

Cristiano Ronaldo 65’ (P), Joao Felix 78’, Rafael Leao 80’

distance force Diogo Costa to
make a superb save, but scored
the first goal for an African nation in Qatar shortly after as
they levelled through Andre
Ayew in the 73rd.
But the celebrations of the
Ghanaian fans didn’t last long
as João Felix put Portugal back
in the lead just five minutes later
and Rafael Leão added a third in
the 80th, while Osman Bukari’s
effort for Ghana cut the deficit.
In stoppage time, Inaki Williams had the chance to equalize after the Portugal keeper let
go of the ball inside the box with
Williams behind him.
But he slipped at the crucial
moment and the Portuguese
defence cleared the ball.
Ronaldo, who was visibly

Andre Ayew 73’, Osman Bukari 89’

emotional during the national
anthem, was substituted off
and gave instructions to his
team-mates from the bench
during the final minutes.
“The 3-2 made no sense,”
Portugal coach Fernando Santos said. His side were “very
organized” in the first half and
had “a good” second half, but
then “we conceded goals that
came out of nowhere.”
He added: “These are an
important three points. I
wasn’t interested in a draw.
One more victory and we can
move ahead.”
Defender Raphael Guerreiro remarked: “We’re on
a good path to becoming
world champions.”

World Cup record ‘makes me very proud’: Ronaldo
Doha: Portugal star Cristiano Ronaldo
spoke of his immense pride after becoming the first man to score at five World
Cups in a 3-2 win over Ghana on Thursday.
The 37-year-old won and converted a penalty to open the scoring, although Ghana
felt it was not a spot-kick and some
pundits thought he dived.
“It was a beautiful moment. My fifth World

Cup, we won. That was very important.
The world record is something that makes
me very proud,” he told reporters.
Ronaldo is now without a club after parting ways with Manchester United this
week following his criticism of the club in
a television interview.
“This week we closed the chapter. The
rest doesn’t matter,” he said. (DPA)

Portugal’s forward #07 Cristiano
Ronaldo celebrates after scoring
his team’s first goal from the
penalty spot as a banner depicting Argentine forward Lionel
Messi is seen at the back during
the FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022
Group H match between Portugal and Ghana at Stadium 974
on Thursday. (AFP)

Ghana coach upset with Portugal penalty call
DPA
Doha

Ghana coach Otto Addo has
strongly criticized the awarding
of a penalty which allowed Portugal to open the scoring in their
3-2 World Cup win on Thursday. Cristiano Ronaldo won the
penalty and converted it to become the first man to score at
five World Cups, but Addo felt
his defender Mohammed Salisu
had touched the ball first.
“We play the ball and then
there is contact. I don’t know
what they did, if the video referee was asleep. The fact that
they don’t even look at this

scene is madness,” the former
Bundesliga player told reporters.
“It was a wrong decision.”
Addo added: “I asked if I could
have a quick word with the referee after the game. I got the
answer that he was in a meeting and this was not possible.
It would have been nice if he
could have had a few minutes
for the coach.”
Portugal coach Fernando
Santos retorted: “If the video
referee thought there was
something wrong, he would
have intervened. He didn’t. So
I guess there was nothing to
see.”

CR7 Feat
● Cristiano first made
his World Cup mark at
Germany 2006.
● At the age of 37, the
Portuguese has now
become a record-breaker at the global finals.
● Simply by taking to
the field tonight at
Stadium 974, Cristiano
Ronaldo claimed
membership of
an elite club.

It was a beautiful
moment. My fifth World
Cup, we won. That was
very important. The
world record is
something that makes
me very proud.
Cristiano Ronaldo
Ghana’s coach Otto Addo looks on from the touchline during the FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 Group H match
between Portugal and Ghana at Stadium 974 in Doha on Thursday. (AFP)
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Uruguay denied twice by woodwork

Uruguay

The frustration

South Korea

0

0

Uruguay hit the post twice and South Korea missed one fine opportunity, but
neither side did enough to win in the fourth goalless draw of the tournament
DPA
Doha

Former champions Uruguay were denied by the post twice as they were held
0-0 by South Korea in the teams’ World
Cup opener on Thursday.
Diego Godin’s header shortly before
the interval and Federico Valverde’s
89th-minute blast hit the left upright.
South Korea will meanwhile rue missing their best chance from the completely
unmarked Hwang Ui Jo in the 37th,
and their talisman Son Heung Min then
aimed wide in the closing stages.
The fourth stalemate of the Qatar
tournament sees both sides on one point
in Group H, with Cristiano Ronaldo’s
Portugal meeting Ghana in the other
game on Thursday.
“I always want to win but we didn’t
take our chances. But both sides will be
happy to share the points,” Son told German broadcaster ZDF.
Son was able to play with a face mask
after suffering an eye socket fracture recently while playing for his English club
Tottenham Hotspur.
“The injury was not too severe,” Son
said. “The World Cup is a dream for a
footballer. I am very happy to play for my
country and I am very proud and enjoy it
a lot.” Godin said: “It was dif- ficult to
get into the game, we
had no clear chance
and had to

fight our way in. South Korea gave us little space and we were not precise enough.
It shows that the World Cup is very balanced.” There was only a place on the
bench at first for Uruguay veteran striker
Edinson Cavani. He eventually replaced
Luis Suarez, who had started up front
with Darwin Nunez, in the second half.
The South Americans came close
shortly before the break when captain
Godin headed a cross from the right
against the post.
By then they should have been a goal
down but Hwang incredibly fired over the
bar from some eight metres while completely unmarked off Kim Moon Hwan’s
cross from the right in the 37th.
There was some anxiety on the South
Korean bench when Son was hit on the
foot by Martin Caceres, who was booked
for the offence, but the forward was able
to play on.
Uruguay became more lively after Cavani came on with just little over 20 minutes left - and he soon had a shot blocked
and just failed to connect with a crossshot from Nunez.
Uruguay had beaten South Korea 1-0
in their first World Cup meeting in 1990
and they almost stole victory again when
Real Madrid midfielder Valverde’s longrange blast hit the left post in the 89th.
However, it could have also gone the
other way when a minute later Uruguay
goalkeeper Sergio Rochet gifted South
Korea the ball but Son aimed
inches right - much to the
dismay of their big number of fans on hand in
Doha.
“It felt like a
home game, it was
unbelievable
support. I am very grateful that we have such
amazing support,” Son
said.

Diego Godin’s
header shortly
before the interval and Federico
Valverde’s 89thminute blast hit
the left upright,
as the South
Americans were
held to a 0-0
draw by South
Korea in their
opening World
Cup Group H
game.

Group H
I always want to win but
we didn’t take our chances. But both sides will be
happy to share the points.
— Diego Godin

Portugal

It was
difficult to get
into the game,
we had no clear
chance and had
to fight our way
in. South Korea
gave us little
space and we
were not
precise enough.
It shows that
the World Cup is
very balanced.
— Diego Godin
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‘Don’t focus on Son’: South Korea boss Bento ‘I know what you always
DPA
Doha

South Korea coach Paulo
Bento was pleased with his
side’s performance in their
goalless draw with Uruguay
and urged supporters not to
focus too much on the fitness
of star striker Son Heung-min.
Tottenham forward Son’s
availability was in doubt until just before kick-off due to a
fractured eye socket sustained
earlier this month but - aided
by a facemask - he played the
full game, producing occasional flashes in a largely subdued
display.
His ineffectiveness was
replicated by the other attacking stars on show - Uruguay’s
strikeforce of Darwin Nunez
and Luis Suarez also failing to
make any meaningful impact
in a drab encounter in World
Cup Group H.
Uruguay came closest to
finding a winner with both
Diego Godin and Federico Valverde hitting the woodwork,

South Korea’s Portuguese coach Paulo Bento. (AFP)
the latter in the closing minutes.
Of Son, Bento said: “Son is
a player that up until his injury
had continuous rhythm. And
then, in one of the last games
in the Champions League, he
had a serious injury and was
inactive for a long period of

time. He was only reintegrated
in the last few days.
“After the injury, it’s natural that it will take him some
time to re-adapt.
“But overall, I thought our
team had a good performance
and we focus too much on one
player. We, as coaches, value

all the elements of the team.”
Bento was particularly pleased
that his side were able to match
Uruguay’s levels of aggression,
adding: “That was definitely
one of the positives. We knew
our opponent played intense
football and we needed to up
our game and we managed to
do that in the first half, in particular.
“Of course, our performance diminished in the
second half, but we tried to
maintain that level of aggression.” Uruguay boss Diego
Alonso fended off criticism of
his team’s cautious approach,
pointing out his starting team
was full of attacking intent.
“We had three forwards
on the pitch, three midfielders
that score goals and full-backs
that like to get forward,” he
said.
“In the first 20 minutes, we
could not pressure South Korea and we had to adjust. After
that, the second half was different and we were better. I liked
a lot of things the players did.”

write’: France’s Thuram
DPA
Doha

France
striker
Marcus Thuram only
gave extremely short
answers to questions
at a hastily curtailed
news
conference
on Thursday as he
played mind games
with journalists.
The 25-year-old,
a late call-up to the
holders’ squad, answered each question
with a friendly smile
but no real substance
ahead of their second
group game against
Denmark on Saturday.
When asked why he was so quiet, the Borussia Mönchengladbach forward said: “Because I know what you always write.” When
he answered the next question with at least a little more detail,
Thuram inquired: “Was that long enough?” He only became serious when talking about his father and 1998 World Cup winner
Lilian Thuram.
“It’s no problem for me to talk about him. I love him, he is my
father.” After about 15 minutes, the press officer ended the news
conference abruptly.
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FIFA World
Cup Qatar

WINNING
START
Switzerland’s forward #07 Breel Embolo celebrates scoring during the FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 Group G match against Cameroon at the Al Janoub Stadium on Thursday. (AFP)

Embolo gives Swiss World Cup win
against birth country Cameroon
Monaco forward Embolo finished off a fine attacking move in 48th minute of the opening game in Group G but kept his celebration to a minimum
dpa

B

Al Wakrah

reel Embolo scored
the 1-0 winner against
his birth country Cameroon to give Switzerland
a winning start into the World
Cup on Thursday.
Monaco forward Embolo finished off a fine attacking move
completely unmarked in the
48th minute of the opening game
in Group G but kept his celebration to a minimum out of respect
for his original homeland.
Embolo, 25, was born in
Cameroon’s capital of Yaounde
but moved to Switzerland with
his family and received Swiss
citizenship shortly after his 18th
birthday.
Cameroon had missed three
first-rate chances before the
break as the 1990 quarter-finalists suffered an eighth straight
World Cup defeat.

“I am extremely proud. It is a
dream. The first World Cup goal
and then against Cameroon. I am
extremely proud for myself and
my family,” Embolo told Swiss
broadcasters SRF.
Like in 2018, Switzerland’s
other two opponents in the group
are record champions Brazil and
Serbia who meet later Thursday.
The Swiss advanced four
years ago along with Brazil but
had a hard time at first against
a firm Cameroon defence,
with Arsenal’s Granit Xhaka
and company lacking ideas to
break it down.
And it was this year’s Africa Cup of Nations semi-finalists Cameroon who
created the first telling chances against
a Swiss team that
had only let in
two goals
in qualifying
for

the Qatar tournament ahead of
Italy who were then ousted in the
play-offs.
In the 10th, Bryan Mbeumo
took up a long ball but was denied by goalkeeper Yann Sommer and Karl Toko-Ekambi fired
over on the rebound.
Shortly afterwards, in-form
Eric Maxim Choupo-Moting also
failed to beat Sommer,
who was playing
his first game after a weeks-long
ankle injury, as
Manuel Akanji
raced back
to put pressure on the
striker.
T h e
Swiss finally

Group G

Brazil

Switzerland
Cameroon
Serbia

broke down Cameroon’s defence
with a fast attacking move shortly after the restart which saw the
ball come to Xherdan Shaqiri on
the right wing and Embolo had
acres of space in the middle to
fire home Shaqiri’s low cross for
a 1-0 lead.
Switzerland’s midfielder Xherdan
Shaqiri (left) celebrates the goal
against Cameroon. (AFP)
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Switzerland

1

Cameroon

0

Breel Embolo 48’

LCSC launches Lusail Karting for World Cup fans
Tribune News Network
Doha

With its long record of hosting events like F1 and MotoGP, the Lusail Circuit Sports
Club (LCSC) has always been
a frontrunner for handling
major sport activities in Qatar
and the region, keen to always
overdeliver on its promises
with each passing year. As
Qatar hosts the FIFA World
Cup 2022, LCSC offers its
due contribution to spice up
the overall tournament-phase
experience for both residents
and visitors from across the
globe.
LCSC’s karting track is
easily the largest in Qatar and
it hosts some of the most advanced go-kart models in the
world which can reach daunting
levels of speed, so whether fans
are seeking a quick adrenaline
rush or looking for something
to do before the next match
they want to watch kicks-off,

Lusail Karting: Mondial Edition

The event will run five days a
week during the FIFA World
Cup Qatar 2022 till the 18th
of December, Wednesday to
Sunday from 4 PM to 10 PM.
To avoid large queues and
ensure a seamless experience,
karting bookings will be accessible via a newly implemented pre-registration system
through which all relevant
personal data will be collected
online. The new system does
not allow for online bookings
or payments with onsite booking operating on a “first-come
– first-served” basis, and so
those looking to reserve their
spot for a particular session
are advised to arrive early at
the venue.
It serves to note that LCSC
is collaborating with Qatar
Motor & Motorcycle Federation (QMMF), FORMULA 1
and MotoGP to offer visitors
the chance to catch a glimpse
of the F1 show car and two

MotoGP bikes displayed at the
stand at Al Corniche Activation every day 10 AM – 12 AM,
in addition to enjoying a spectacular E-sports Experience.
On this occasion, CEO of
QMMF and LCSC Managing
Director Amro Al Hamad, said:
“Each and every organization in
Qatar is contributing towards
delivering an extraordinary fan
experience. I would like to take
this opportunity to encourage
spectators to visit our stand at
the Corniche Activation, where
gamers and racing fans can enjoy an exciting experience and
play E-sports experience.”
He added: “Five days a
week of thrill and excitement
during the FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 instead of 2, in a venue
situated between the two iconic
stadiums of Al Bait and Lusail is
what we promise fans who will
enjoy unforgettable moments.”
For more information
about pre-registration, visit:
https://karting.lcsc.qa

To keep sports fans up-to-speed with the mega-event

As Qatar hosts the FIFA World Cup 2022, LCSC offers its due contribution to spice up the overall tournament-phase experience for both residents and visitors from across the globe.
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Group B: Wales vs Iran (1 pm) Ahmed Bin Ali Stadium

Bale
to
become Wales’
most capped

player
IKOLI VICTOR
DOHA

Gareth Bale will become
the most capped men’s player
in Welsh football history, and
he wants to make it special by
leading Wales to a World Cup
victory over Iran on Friday in
a crucial second World Cup
match. A win for the Red Devils would significantly improve
their chances of progressing to
the next round.
Bale, a former Real Madrid
winger, is set to surpass Chris
Gunter, who will be among the
substitutes for Friday’s game,
and win his 110th cap at Doha’s
Ahmad Bin Ali Stadium.
Speaking to the media, the
33-year-old said, “It’s an amazing achievement, it’s an honour to represent my country so
many times,” said Bale.
“But it’s more important
that we try and get the victory.
Hopefully we can and it’ll make
it even more special.
“It will be a difficult game
versus Iran - they are a very
good team. They are here for a
reason, but of course we believe
we can beat them.”
Asked about resting Bale
against Iran during his own
pre-match press conference,
Wales manager Robert Page
said, “Good luck not picking
him.”
Page insisted Bale was
ready for Wales’ second group
game, despite the fact that the
player himself admitted that
such an energy-sapping match
to begin with was not ideal due
to the short turnaround in fixtures.
Bale said: “I’m feeling OK,

obviously it took a few days before I could feel my legs again.
But we are professionals, we
try to recover and do the best
we can. Playing 104 minutes,
or whatever it was, isn’t ideal
when you’ve got a game four
days later.”
Wales cannot afford to start
slowly against Iran, whom they
must defeat if they are to have
a realistic chance of making the
last 16, with Group B favourites and early leaders England
coming up in their third and
final group game on Tuesday.
“Iran will be looking for a
reaction to a disappointing defeat,” Page said.
“I believe they would
have looked at the
schedule and determined that England
was a free game for
them. That’s why I
believe the manager
changed the shape
for that game. The
formation he chooses
should not surprise
us. Both teams
must win.”
As
Page
points out, this
is also a crucial
match for Iran,
who will almost
certainly be eliminated from the group
stage if they suffer
their second defeat.
The Welsh boss now has
a full squad to choose
from after Allen was
cleared to train with the
main group.
“Joe got through
his fitness test, so
that’s good news.

Group B

P W D L GF GA GD 	Pts

Wales

1 0 1 0 1

England
USA

Iran

1 1 0 0 6

2

1 0 1 0 1

1

1 0 0 1

2

4

3

0

1

1

0

6

-4

1

0
Iran’s Portuguese head coach
Carlos Queiroz attends a press
conference at the Qatar National
Convention Center (QNCC) in Doha
on Thursday. (AFP)

Bale is set to
surpass Gunter,
who will be among
the substitutes for
Friday’s game
He’s fit and raring to go,” said
Page.“We were all concerned
about him because of the extent of the injury.
“He kept breaking down.
We had to meet targets along
the way and they’ve met every
target. Last week they pushed
him to 100 percent. It was a
gamble. If he’d have broken
down he would have been completely out of the tournament.”

World Cup
begins today
for us, says
Iran coach
Welsh players take part in a training session at Al Sadd SC on Thursday.

Iran’s forward #20 Sardar Azmoun takes part in a training
session at the Al Rayyan training facility on Thursday. (AFP)

Wales’ forward Gareth Bale addresses a press conference at the Qatar National Convention Center (QNCC) in Doha on Thursday. (AFP)

It will be a difficult game versus
Iran - they are a very good
team. They are here for a
reason, but of course we
believe we can beat them
Gareth Bale

IKOLI VCITOR
DOHA

Iran coach Carlos Queiroz
is looking forward to Friday’s
match against Wales after their
opening-game thrashing by
England.
Iran was defeated 6-2 by
England in their first game, and
anything less than a complete
victory will spell doom for Iran.
Queiroz told a press conference, “Everyone knows that
our first game did not go as
planned, but the World Cup begins today for us. We have two
games scheduled. We only have
six points to fight for.”
On the status of goalkeeper
Alireza Beiranvand who has
been sidelined due to concussion protocols following a collision with teammate Majid
Hosseini in Monday’s game,
Queiroz said: “Day by day, test
by test, everything is moving
all right and we are happy with
that situation but, due to the
fact that he was involved in an
incident that is related to concussion, there is a medical protocol that we need to respect.
“There is no way to move
around the protocol. He will
not play tomorrow, but he will
be ready for the last game.”
Meanwhile, Iran’s top
striker Mehdi Taremi said the
players were not under any
pressure after refusing to sing
the national anthem d u r ing their game
against England.
Key
“I
said game for
that I don’t
Iran
want to talk
about political issues, but
I can give you a very short
sentence in response to your
question because I respect
you,” Taremi, who scored
both Iran goals against
England, said.
“No, we are not under
any pressure. The fact is
that we have come here to
play football. Not only us,
but all the players who are
present in Qatar have come
here to play football.
“I cannot change anything; thousands of other
people like me cannot change
anything.”
When asked if he had a
message for the Iranian protesters, Taremi, speaking
through an interpreter, replied:
“Whatever I say here will have
no effect anywhere. Sorry, I’m
not going to elaborate on what
was reported.”
Queiroz said he had no
problem with political questions, but that Iran was being asked more than their fair
share.
“You asked if I think it’s
fair that they sometimes ask us
questions,” Iran’s Portuguese
coach responded.
“It’s your right to ask those
questions, but as a normal citizen of the world, I find it strange
that you don’t ask the same
questions of other coaches and
national teams, knowing that
they have so many problems at
home and cause so many problems all over the world.”
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Group A: Netherlands vs Ecuador (7 pm) Khalifa International Stadium

Ecuador have nothing to lose against Netherlands: Alfaro
AGENCIES
DOHA

ECUADOR head coach Gustavo Alfaro said on Thursday that his team
will have nothing to lose against the
Netherlands when the teams meet in
World Cup Group A.
The Netherlands, who have been
runners-up at three World Cups, are
firm favorites going into Friday’s
match at Khalifa stadium in Doha
and received a confidence boost with
a 2-0 win over Senegal in their opening game on Monday.
But Ecuador will provide stern
opposition, having also begun their
campaign with a 2-0 victory in the
tournament opener against hosts
Qatar on Sunday.
“The match puts us in a place
where we have everything to win and
nothing to lose,” Alfaro told a news
conference. “Nobody knows what
will happen. But I’m very confident
based on what my team has shown.”
One concern for Alfaro will be
the fitness of Enner Valencia, who

Ecuador’s Argentinian coach Gustavo Alfaro addresses a press conference at the
Qatar National Convention Center (QNCC) in Doha on Thursday. (AFP)
suffered an ankle injury after scoring both of Ecuador’s goals against
Qatar.
The 33-year-old Fenerbahce forward has been unable to train with

the main squad and will be given until the last minute to prove his fitness.
“He’s as tough as they come but
we’ll see how he is this afternoon,”
Alfaro said. “The exams show that

he doesn’t have a significant injury
and if it’s up to him he’ll play like he
always does when we need him. We
hope that he responds well [to treatment] today and that he can play
from the beginning.”
Valencia became Ecuador’s record World Cup goalscorer with five
goals, courtesy of a first-half double in a one-sided Group A opener
against the hosts on Sunday.
The striker had an early goal contentiously disallowed by the VAR at
Al Bayt Stadium before opening the
scoring from the penalty spot after
he was brought down by Qatar goalkeeper Saad Al Sheeb.
Ecuador’s leading all-time goalscorer found the back of the net again
with a powerful header as La Tri
dominated the game in Al Khor.
There was concern when Valencia sustained a knee injury late in the
first half and although he was able to
continue, the skipper was withdrawn
15 minutes from time.
Alfaro allayed concerns over the
33-year-old’s condition ahead of the

IT’S TIME TO
FOCUS ON
WC: V GAAL

are
ups and
World C
e
re
th
at
d are
ners-up
roup an
een run
b
e
v
a
h
lifying glast European
a
s
u
.
d
q
n
ls
a
p
a
rl
u
n
Nethein their 11th fif their World C ination at the
ry
ng
po
elim
2-0 victo
competihey finished toes since their lic.
n with a
b
ig
u
a
p
T in 16 gam
p
e
R
m
n
p A ca
Czech
irations
unbeateionship by the gan their Grou
with aspched the
p
u
e
p
C
b
l.
m
d
s
a
a
rl
a
d
g
Ch
Wo
ene
rlan
ey re
Nethen champions Sg in their four thance when th
a
in
rm
y
ic
o
ing
fr
la
rf
A
p
e
r
p
ove
c qualify
best
or are
utomatiinning seven
a
Ecuadtheir previous006.
t
s
la
2
ss
ca’s
p, w
to surpain Germany in d South Ameriially tough grou g.
hen
last 16 cuador secure in a perenn 18-match sloorld Cup host w
W
E ming four th oals in the
a
to
e.
co
efeat
7g
spot by and scoring 2 d a first ever dg Group A gam
e
s
in
d
e
n
n
e
m
a
ga
or h
eir op
in
EcuaQdatar 2-0 in th
ice, both
t
a
e
b
other tw1-1 in 2014.
h
c
a
they
e
d
gs: e only playe d they drew
v
an
s meetin
Previou two nations han 1-0 in 2006
o
e
w
h
T
h

utc
s. The D
friendlie

ats
Key St

Netherlands’ World
Cup squad is better
than the one in
2014, claims coach

Van Gaal’s squad in 2014, with
the rest of the Oranje’s selection in Qatar being World Cup
IT’S time to put controversies debutants.
aside and focus on the World
Although their squad lacks
Cup, Netherlands coach Louis the leading lights of Robin van
Van Gaal said on Thursday as Persie, Wesley Sneijder and Arhis team prepared to meet Ec- jen Robben that Van Gaal had
uador in a contest that could at his disposal in Brazil, the
decide top spot in Group A.
Netherlands coach thinks his
Germany’s players pro- squad of 2022 has more to oftested against FIFA’s decision fer across the board.
on Wednesday by covering
With Germany and Argentheir mouths before kickoff as tina losing their first matches,
a symbolic gesture and then there is the possibility of the
went out and lost 2-1 to Japan. draw opening up, and Van Gaal
Van Gaal said he did not sees no reason why his team
know if the protest contributed cannot capitalize.
to Germany’s shock defeat only
“I didn’t see all the matches,
that he was not going to take but the fact that Germany and
the chance of anything
Argentina lost is somedistracting his men
what telling, but I alagainst Ecuador.
ways say it’s easier
Van Gaal
“No,”
Van
to defend than
unsure if the
Gaal said when
it is attack,” he
28-year-old
asked if his
said in a press
team
were
conference.
Memphis Depay
planning any
heard
will be fit to start that“I Germany
protest.
“We
against
put a full stop
missed a lot of
after all the pochances and then
Ecuador
litical issues past
they lose.
Thursday.
This has got to do
“We have this purpose
with team discipline. This is
and we’re not going to have why I say this group is great.
that tarnished by the actions
“They’re the ones who have
of FIFA or whichever other or- to put it into practice, execute
ganization.
my instructions for 90 min“But I’ve already responded utes. If they don’t perform as
… I think that’s enough.”
well, you put in the next player
The Netherlands might not who will do his utmost.
have the standout stars they
Depay only featured as a
had at the 2014 World Cup, but substitute against Senegal on
Louis van Gaal thinks the over- Monday, with the Barcelona
all quality of his squad in Qatar forward recovering from an
is better.
injury and lack of game time at
Van Gaal, who was in typi- club level.
cally good humour as he preVan Gaal is unsure if the
viewed the Netherlands’ game 28-year-old will be fit to start
against Ecuador, led the Dutch against Ecuador.
to the semi-finals eight years
“With Memphis, he was
ago.
training in Amsterdam and
Memphis Depay, Daley that was individual,” he added.
Blind and Stefan de Vrij are the “Now he needs to train with the
only players who featured in team.
AGENCIES/DPA
DOHA

Netherlands coach Louis Van Gaal

Coach hugs reporter
AGENCIES
NETHERLANDS coach Louis Van Gaal was taken by
surprise at a World Cup news conference Thursday
when a Senegalese reporter told the Dutchman he was
a longtime admirer.
“I don’t have any question for you. It’s just an opportunity to tell you I’m a fan since 3 years old,” Papa
Mahmoud Gueye said. “I love you.”
The 71-year-old Van Gaal, sometimes viewed as a
stern-faced, taciturn and obdurate figure in soccer,
broke into a huge smile before responding.
“I’m going to give you a big hug after this, because
I like that you say this and I mean that seriously,” Van
Gaal said through an interpreter. “Because people don’t
often say this to me. So we’ll give each other a big hug
afterward.”
Van Gaal kept his word, moving down from the
stage and beckoning the reporter with his hand to join
him in a warm embrace. The 28-year-old Gueye works
for Senegalese publication Taggat.sn.

clash with the Oranje at Khalifa International Stadium in Al Rayyan on
Friday and praised the captain for silencing his critics.
“He is the all-time top scorer for
Ecuador, he is going through tough
times, he was questioned at times in
Ecuador,” said Alfaro.
“He managed to score, which
means a lot to him. Four or five players took a few blows, but nothing serious.
“Enner will play against the
Netherlands, there is no doubt about
that.”
Alfaro praised the work of his
counterpart Louis van Gaal, who he
credited for transforming the Netherlands’ fortunes after replacing
Frank de Boer as a manager in August last year.
“They are a well-organized team
with a lot of individual talent - players that can decide a game on their
own,” he said. “When you play
against a great time [like the Netherlands] you have to be switched on,
both physically and mentally.

Netherlands’ players including
defender Virgil van Dijk (centre on
left photo) and Netherlands’ forward
Steven Bergwijn (L) take part in a
training session at Qatar Universty in
Doha on Thursday. (AFP)
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Group B: England vs USA (10 pm) Al Bayt Stadium

‘US Can hurt
England’

US coach Gregg Berhalter admits the
English are formidable, but he is
confident his side can pose a threat
Ikoli Victor
Doha

he United States face England in
their second match of the FIFA
World Cup Qatar 2022 group stage
match at the Al Bayt Stadium on
Friday. The United States enter the
match as underdogs to England, who thrashed
Iran in their opening match. A loss will almost
certainly end the US’ chances of progressing.
They desperately need an impressive result after
giving up their lead against Wales to settle for a
1-1 draw.
US coach Gregg Berhalter admits that the English team are formidable, but he is confident that
the USMNT can pose a threat to the Three Lions.

T

“We believe there are areas we can exploit and
harm them,” he told a press conference.
“When it comes to England, they finished fourth
in the 2018 World Cup and second in Euro 2020.
These are the tangible items to which you cannot
point. We’re not there yet,” Greg said in response
to a question about the current crop of American
players. “We need to use this World Cup to establish ourselves and then hopefully move to the next
World Cup and do the same,” he said.
US captain Tyler Adams said his teammates
are relishing their underdog status as they look to
pull off another World Cup upset against England.
Leeds midfielder Adams, on the other hand,
believes the Americans are unfazed by the prospect of facing a team he considers to be one of the
tournament favourites.
“I think England are currently one of the favourites to win the World Cup,” Adams said.
“I think that in a lot of games people say we’re
the underdogs. But we carry that with pride. It
doesn’t mean anything to us to be underdogs, or
to be favourites. That being said, when we step on
the field against England we have to be prepared
or else a win is not possible.”
Adams added that Friday’s game is a chance to
accelerate a positive shift in how American soccer
is perceived around the world.
“It’s a huge opportunity to fast track the impact that we can have,” Adams said. “These are
the games where it’s a high pressure, privileged
moment to step on the field against some of these
guys... When you get a result in a game like this
people start to respect Americans a little bit more.”
“We have to stay disciplined and do what we
do every single day, train well, perform in the
games and show up. We know that our quality
can show and our determination can show,” he
said.
Despite his optimism – and the United States’
previous success in defeating England in the 1950
World Cup – Adams recognises the significance of
a victory. “I believe it’s a tremendous opportunity
to accelerate the impact we can have,” he said.
Drawing parallels between his job and that
of England manager Gareth Southgate, the
US coach stated, “When he first took over
his job, it was very much similar to the
one I first took over, trying to reshape
the identity of the team, refocus,
working on the younger group of
players, so in that case very similar.”
“But, based on recent events,
the pressure in the English media has been tremendous, and
I believe this is different.
These guys give me a hard
time every now and
then, but not to the extent that Southgate
does. He’s done an
excellent job with
this team, and
they’re a formidable opponent,
so it’ll be a tough
game for us.”

Key Stats

England have a predictably excellent record against the USA
and have won eight of the 11 matches played between the two
teams, as opposed to the USA’s two victories.
The USA are winless in their last five matches against England
in all competitions, with their previous victory against the Three
Lions coming by a 1-0 margin in 1993.
England have failed to defeat the USA at the FIFA World Cup
so far and have suffered one defeat and one draw in their two
games so far.

‘Won’t take
US lightly’

England manager Gareth Southgate
in no mood to be carried away by
the side’s 6-2 trouncing of Iran
Ikoli Victor
Doha

fter a relatively easy opener
against Iran, England manager
Gareth Southgate warned that he
expects a different level of opposition from the United States when
the two teams meet in a crucial group match
on Friday.
“I think today’s game will be very different
to the first match,” said Southgate.
“They are a team that press the ball really
well and who have, with respect, probably a
level of players that have more experience of
playing in top-level European leagues.”
“In terms of today’s game, it’s not going to
be the pattern of the previous one.”
Southgate stated that he would not
get carried away after England’s convincing victory on Monday, the largest margin for the English team.
“We’re good at talking highly
of ourselves as a nation and on
the basis of very little evidence,”
he added. “What we’ve got to do is
perform on the field.”
“We know we’ll be playing a
highly motivated team, but we’ve
got huge respect for our opponents, we know a lot of them from
our league and we know the quality
and athleticism they have,” the England coach said.
“The risk for us is that we think because we played well the other day we
can just go through to the next game.
“We’ve got to find that reset button to
have the same psychology and determination. So I don’t think we will be underestimating the USA team at all.”
Southgate said it would be a “brave decision” to leave Harry Kane out of England’s
starting lineup against the United States after
confirming the striker had passed a fitness
test.
In England’s 6-2 win over Iran on Monday, Kane was injured by a sloppy challenge by
Morteza Pouraliganji.
“Harry’s good,” he said. “He came
through training, no problems, so it would
be a brave decision to leave him out of the
starting team.”
Southgate also has immense respect
for US coach Gregg Berhalter, who has
sought advice from the England boss
on several occasions.
“I’ve enjoyed my interactions with
Gregg. I’ve learned a lot from him.
They have progressed a lot under him,
as I expected.”
Harry Maguire, one of Southgate’s
dependable players, will win his 50th
cap against the US on Friday, and while
the Manchester United defender has
been the target of criticism almost since
his debut, Southgate had nothing but
praise for him.
“We wanted to build our team to
have the capability to play from the back

A

and Harry and John Stones, who have played
the majority of the matches across the last five
years, have provided an incredible platform to
build on.
“We won’t appreciate what stability that’s
given us in possession until they’re not there.
And that’s the start point, as they also defend
well and fight for each other.”
Southgate said, “It’s great for Harry to get
this 50th cap, it’s well deserved. He’s played a
major part of us getting two big tournament
performances and we all want this to be the
third.”
The Manchester United defender was
questioned about his fitness and relevance
to both club and country,
but he remained
unfazed,
saying, “I have
great belief
in myself
on
the
training
pitch,
I give
my all, I
give my
best.”

Harry’s good. He came through training, no problems, so it would be
a brave decision to leave him out of the starting team. I think
(Friday’s) game will be very different to the first match. (The US) are
a team that press the ball really well and who have, with respect,
probably a level of player that has more experience of playing in
top-level European leagues.
— England manager Gareth Southgate

England captain Kane fit for US clash after all-clear
PA Media/dpa
Al Khor

Gareth Southgate said it would
be a “brave decision” to leave Harry Kane out of his England starting
line-up against the United States after confirming the striker had come
through training with a clean bill of
health.
Kane suffered a knock after a
clumsy challenge by Morteza Pouraliganji in England’s 6-2 World Cup

win against Iran on Monday - the
Three Lions’ biggest ever win at the
start of a major tournament.
The Tottenham striker, who has
a history of ankle problems, did play
on for 25 minutes but was seen limping after the game and went for a
precautionary scan.
However, Kane has returned to
training without issue and Southgate suggested his captain will feature from the start on Friday.
“Harry’s good,” he said. “He

came through training, no problems,
so it would be a brave decision to
leave him out of the starting team.”
Southgate warned he expects a different level of opposition from the
Americans after England enjoyed a
relatively easy opener against Iran.
“I think (Friday’s) game will be
very different to the first match,”
added Southgate.
“They are a team that press the
ball really well and who have, with
respect, probably a level of player

that has more experience of playing
in top-level European leagues.
“In terms of (Friday’s) game, it’s
not going to be the pattern of the
previous one.” Southgate said he
would not be getting carried away
following Monday’s convincing victory.
“We’re good at talking highly of
ourselves as a nation and on the basis of very little evidence,” he added.
“What we’ve got to do is perform on
the field.”

Harry Kane
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Group A: Qatar
vs Senegal (4pm)
Al Thumama
Stadium

Qatar players take part in a training
session at the Aspire Training site
in Doha on Thursday on the eve of
their FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022
match against Senegal. (AFP)

Sanchez says we must bring on
our ‘a game’ as qatar face senegal
Vinay Nayudu
Doha

Much like an entire nation,
even though small in size,
hosts Qatar are eager for their
national team to bring on their
game when they face Senegal
in their crucial Group A clash
of FIFA World Cup Qatar
2022 at the Al Thumama Stadium on Friday.
The Al Annabi are capable
of a much better display has
been the common refrain and
not without a reason. The 2019
Asian Cup champions have an
attacking line up with players who can hold their own.
Having made their World Cup
debut they would now need
to overcome their nerves and
show the steel.
Their long time coach Felix
Sanchez too is eager and called
for his boys to bring on their “A
Game”.
Addressing the media on
the eve of the clash against
Senegal, Sanchez said, “We
hope that now we are free from
all the pressure that we had in
the opening match. I hope we
can compete and bring our ‘A
Game’ and show that we can
be more competitive than we
were the other day. We are
playing a very high-level team
so we need to prove ourselves,
play our game and see what
happens.”
Performance under pres-

sure matters and Sanchez
wants his team to prove its
mettle.
“The curtain raiser wasn’t
what we expected,” he said.
“Maybe we felt a bit overwhelmed by the responsibility.
We were nervous as well. In
this World Cup, for any moment you are not performing
well, you will be punished. In
our profession, footballers and
coaches are always feeling the
expectation of performing well
especially in a World Cup.
“We want to play our best
game, achieve our best level.
Then the outcome of this game
is in our hands.”
Exuding confidence and assuring fans was Qatar defender
Ismail Mohamad. “The last
match is history now,” he said.
“I think we are starting a fresh
page with the team and preparing for the next match.
“I do think that the team is
on the right path. I think that in
the next match we will be better prepared and we will give it
our all.”
Mohamad said Qatar has
taken inspiration from shock
wins for Saudi Arabia, who beat
Argentina, and Japan, who
beat Germany. “It goes without
saying that those teams, especially Saudi Arabia, are making
us a little bit jealous and motivating us to perform as well as
they have.

“We want to give it our all
tomorrow,” he stressed.
Qatar in their first World
Cup appearance fell to a 0-2
defeat in their opener against
Ecuador.
Senegal too have lost 0-2 to
the Netherlands, thus it’s now a
level field and a do-or-die affair
for both the African and Asian
champions.
What is also to Qatar’s advantage is that all their players are fit unlike Senegal who,
besides the absence of Sadio
Mane, now might miss duo
Cheikhou Kouyate and Abdou
Diallo who were taken off injured against the Netherlands.
Senegal Coach Aliou Cisse,
however, is sure that his team
will live up to the challenge.
“We had other difficult games
in the past,” said Cisse.
“I am not planning to do
any revolutionary changes, we
are optimistic and expecting
that Diallo and Kouyaté will
be ready for tomorrow despite
picking up knocks and leaving
the match against the Netherlands early.
“Mendy is doing very
well. He has my full trust.”
Qatar captain Hassan Al Haydos, attacking
forwards Almoez
Ali and Akram
Afif, Homam
Al Amin, defender Ab-

delkarim Hassan could be the
key and dazzle if they can find
the rhythm and balance to their
attack and defence.
Qatar players are also used
to the African flair and play
style which should make the
Qatar-Senegal exciting.
Stage fright over, time for
Qatar to show the world that
they belong at this level – the
result notwithstanding.

Senegal’s players including goalkeeper Edouard Mendy (C) take part
in a training session at Duhail SC training facilities on Thursday, on the
eve of their FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 match against Qatar. (AFP)

Key Stats
Hopefully we can play freely
and without pressure and be
better than what happened
in the first game, this team
have a point to prove.
Qatar coach Felix Sanchez

 Both teams lost their first
game, with Qatar falling 2-0
to Ecuador for the first ever
loss by a host country in the
opening match and Senegal
to Netherlands by the same
score.
 The game in Al Thumama
stadium will be a meeting
between the current Asian
and African champions.
 Regional governing bodies CAF and the AFC have
previously organised two
intercontinental tournaments
together, one for the continents’ club sides and the
other for national teams.
 Senegal shocked the
world by reaching the quar-

ter-finals 20 years ago on
their first World Cup appearance in Japan and South
Korea. A 16-year wait to
return to the finals followed
but at Russia 2018 their
hearts were broken as they
were eliminated in the group
stage by Japan on a fair play
tiebreaker.
 Qatar hope to avoid
becoming the fourth World
Cup hosts eliminated in the
first round at the finals after
Switzerland, Chile and South
Africa in 1954, 1962 and
2010 respectively.
Previous meetings:
 This will be the first meeting between the two sides.

Qatar’s Spanish coach Felix Sanchez (L) and Qatar’s Ismaiel Mohammed address the media at QNCC on Thursday on the eve of their
FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 match against Senegal. (AFP)

Afif’s emotional Senegal reunion without friend Abdou
Qatar’s Aspire Generation faced Senegal at the FIFA U20
World Cup New Zealand 2015, but seven years later,
they will be without late teammate Serigne Abdou

T

huwunna
Stadium
in Yangon, Myanmar.
Akram Afif rises highest
to head home what proved to be
the winner in a tense final between Qatar and DPR Korea’s
U19 sides.
Felix Sanchez’s men are
crowned Asian champions for
the first time at that level.
With the trophy held aloft,
gold medals proudly worn and
a place at the FIFA U20 World
Cup New Zealand 2015 sealed,
Qatar’s number 5 and number 10 shared in a moment of
reflection on the pitch, and a
promise to keep going and repeat this achievement at senior
level.
Little did Afif, the match

winner, and his closest friend
Serigne Abdou know about
what lay ahead.

Abdou’s Senegalese
connection

At the Waikato Stadium in
Hamilton, New Zealand, there
were mixed emotions for Abdou as he lined up for his country of birth, Qatar, in the last
game of their U20 World Cup
campaign against his ancestral
homeland Senegal.
Elimination at the group
stage had already been confirmed following defeats to Colombia and Portugal.
Qatar took the lead but Senegal turned it around with Aspire Academy graduate Moussa

Wague scoring the winner for
Senegal. It was disappointment for the Qataris, but Abdou knew it was a step towards
being at the FIFA World Cup
seven years later, perhaps playing against Senegal again.
“May God have mercy on you”
However, a few weeks after
the returning from New Zealand, the young defender was
diagnosed with brain cancer.
Months of chemotherapy and

Akram Afif and Serigne Abdou.

other treatments between Germany and Qatar followed and,
by October of 2015, he was
back in Doha, in recovery mode
and already talking about returning to his beloved game for
the 2015-16 season.
One year on, Abdou relapsed. Afif, then playing his
football at Spanish side Sporting Gijon, tweeted a prayer for
the health of his fellow Aspire
Academy graduate. Two days

later, the sad news arrived. Abdou did not make it to his 22nd
birthday.
“We belong to God and to
Him we shall return. Serigne
Abdou passed away… May God
have mercy on you,” tweeted
Afif, reciting the traditional
Muslim mourning prayer for
his childhood friend, who was
gone much too soon.
“I miss you, my brother.”
At the Zayed Sports City Stadium in Abu Dhabi, with seven
minutes to go to the final whistle, Afif slots home from the penalty spot for Qatar’s third goal of
the night. It was their 19th of a
historic AFC Asian Cup campaign, and the goal that cemented a 3-1 final victory over record
champions Japan.
Afif and fellow AFC U-19
champion from 2014 Almoez
Ali were the talismanic force
behind the triumph, the former
registering a competition record ten assists and the latter a

record nine goals to take home
the top scorer award.
Now, it’s the Al Thumama
Stadium in Doha, where Qatar
will face Senegal once again.
This time, at the FIFA World
Cup. A dream come true for
Afif and six of his teammates
who were present on that evening in Hamilton. In spirit, Abdou makes his reunion with
Senegal.
With the trophy held aloft,
gold medals proudly worn and
a place in this history books
sealed, Qatar’s number 11
slipped into a quiet corner, reflecting on the promise of five
years ago.
He Tweeted: “Serigne
Abdo, it was our dream to be
Asian champions one day, and
today I want to tell you that we
brought the Asian Cup to you,
my brother. This trophy and
the gold medal are for you. I
miss you, my brother. May God
have mercy on you” (Fifa.com)

