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QNB, the Official Middle East 
and Africa Supporter of the 
FIFA World Cup 2022, has or-
ganised a rich programme of 
events and activities for foot-
ball fans at Lusail Stadium to 
celebrate the FIFA World Cup 
Qatar 2022.

The Bank hosted an exclu-
sive entertainment programme 
packed with exciting entertain-
ment for residents and visitors 
coming to Qatar from all over 
the world to embark on an 
experience of a lifetime. The 
programme includes a range 
of football competitions and 
activities to continue rising en-
thusiasm and football passion. 

Tik Tok star Khaby Lame, 
who is the world’s most fol-
lowed person on the social 
media platform and the QNB 
Group’s Official FIFA World 
Cup 2022 Brand Ambassador, 
made a special appearance in 
the iconic stadium during the 
historic game of the Saudi na-
tional team against Argentina, 
bringing joy to   
   football fans.

Lame’s participation was 
marked by joyful moments 
where football fans imitated 
his famous signature hand ges-
ture and took souvenir photos 
with him to capture these spe-
cial moments.

QNB also shared the joy of 
the Saudi fans at Lusail Sta-
dium after their historic World 
Cup win over Argentina.

The entertainment activi-
ties come as part of the bank’s 
celebration of the first-ever 
World Cup in the Arab world 
and the Middle East, and its 
keenness to provide a unique 
opportunity for fans inspired by 
the passion of the tournament.

QNB Group Communica-
tions General Manager Heba 
Ali Al Tamimi said, “QNB has 
designed a high-energy enter-
tainment programme creating 
memorable moments and un-
forgettable experiences for fans 
throughout the FIFA World 

Cup Qatar 2022. We look for-
ward to welcoming fans from 
across the globe in the QNB 
booth for a celebration of the 
beautiful game through our 

various activities and games.”
QNB Group, currently 

ranked as the most valuable 
bank brand in the Middle East 
and Africa, is proud to be the 

Official Middle East and Africa 
Supporter of the FIFA World 
Cup 2022.

Through its subsidiaries 
and associate companies, the 

Group extends to more than 
30 countries across three con-
tinents providing a compre-
hensive range of advanced 
products and services. The 

total number of employees 
is 27,000 operating through 
1000 locations, with an ATM 
network of more than 4,700 
machines.
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KEEpING pace with the exceptionally 
enthusiastic atmosphere the ongoing 
FIFA World Cup 2022 has created 
in Qatar, QIIB organised a sporting 
event including a live telecast on a 
giant screen of the match between 
Spain and Costa Rica in the group 
stage matches on Wednesday.

The event, which took place at 
the Sharq Village, was attended by 
QIIB Chairman Sheikh Khalid bin 
Thani bin Abdullah Al Thani, board 
of directors, board members, and the 
chief executive officer. The event was 
also attended by QIIB customers, em-
ployees, and media persons.

In a statement issued on the oc-
casion, Sheikh Khalid said, “We are 
committed to celebrating, support-
ing, and interacting with the most 
important global event with all our 
capabilities, whether at the level of 
institutions or individuals.

“QIIB has always been a pioneer 
in supporting sports and contribut-
ing to sporting events and the values 
that they represent, which include 
human and cultural interaction, 
openness to the experiences of other 
peoples, and belief in the power of 
sport and its ability to bridge coun-
tries and peoples.”

He said, “We have intended to 
hold this event today in this place to 
experience being at the heart of the 
event, literally. As you are aware, 
Stadium 974 is only a few hundred 
meters away from our event, and the 
largest FIFA fan zone, Doha Corniche, 
is just a few meters away. We hope 
that the participants enjoy this event 

and all the other sporting events, in-
cluding matches and the accompany-
ing celebrations and festivities.”

Expressing his good wishes to the 
Qatari team for the upcoming match-
es, he said, “I wish good luck to the Al 
Annabi team in its upcoming match-
es. All the particulars of Qatar’s par-
ticipation in the World Cup, starting 
from the meticulous organisation to 
the warm welcoming of fans and to 
the national team’s preparations, are 
part of the picture that integrates to 
form a beautiful painting throughout 
our beloved country.”

He said, “We are confident that 
FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 will 

be the best-ever world cup tourna-
ment. Certainly, we applaud the tre-
mendous efforts exerted by all the 
organisers of the tournament, and 
salute the efforts of everyone who 
contributed to reaching this mo-
ment that represents pride for every 
Qatari and every Arab, because Qa-
tar’s success is a success for all.”

Talking to Qatar Tribune on the 
sidelines of the event, QIIB Chief 
Executive Officer Dr Abdulbasit 
Ahmed Al Shaibei said, “It is amaz-
ing to see how the world is reacting 
to FIFA World Cup 2022 happening 
in Qatar. The whole world is talking 
about us. As one of the leading banks 

in Qatar, QIIB would like to be part 
of this success.”

“I have personally watched some 
of the matches in the stadiums and 
was quite amazed to see the facili-
ties. I am quite optimistic that this 
world cup will be a huge success,” he 
said. 

Shaibei said, “In these moments 
of joy and celebration, we would like 
to express our special thanks to Visa 
International. We are holding this 
event today in partnership with Visa, 
and in fact, this is a strategic partner-
ship. FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 has 
demonstrated its importance, as a lot 
of campaigns were geared to engage 

our customers in the World Cup and 
satisfy the passion of football fans by 
watching this exceptional event by all 
measures.”

Shaibei said, “Alike other stake-
holders of the banking sector in Qa-
tar, QIIB participates in providing 
all possible facilities and services in 
order to carry out its duty in deliv-
ering a successful FIFA World Cup 
Qatar 2022 event, which has proved 
to be an exceptional and unique edi-
tion, in the opinion of fair-minded 
and neutral individuals, in view of 
the facilities provided and impres-
sive organisational capabilities 
shown by Qatar.”

Qatar World Cup will be the best-ever: QIIB chairman

QNB holds exclusive events for 
FIFA WC fans at Lusail Stadium
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The Bank hosted an exclusive entertainment programme packed with exciting entertainment for residents and visitors coming to Qatar from all over the world to embark on an                       
experience of a lifetime. The programme includes a range of football competitions and activities to continue rising enthusiasm and football passion.

QIIB Chairman Sheikh Khalid bin Thani bin Abdullah Al Thani and QIIB Chief Executive Officer Dr Abdulbasit Ahmed Al Shaibei at the QIIB event in Doha on Wednesday. 
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Qatar is gearing up for a FIFa World Cup 
equity market boom as the country’s stock 
exchange is all set to benefit hugely from the 
upcoming massive event.

With over $4bn of foreign inflows in the 
first ten months of this year alone, equity mar-
ket experts say that Qatar’s stock market, like 
most of the previous FIFa World Cup host 
markets, has outperformed peers in the run-
up to the mega event and is expected to con-
tinue along similar lines in the year after the 
tournament.

Historically, equity markets of FIFa World 
Cup host countries have, on average, outper-
formed peers. the average MSCI country stock 
market index of host nations of the previous 
seven FIFa World Cups, excluding outlier Bra-
zil, grew by 21.8 percent in the year leading up 
to the World Cup and by 13.4 percent in the 
year after, compared to the MSCI World Index 
average growth of 4.3 percent and 9.5 percent 
respectively.

Brazil’s MSCI Index was an outlier and de-
clined by 34 percent in the year after the final 
match in 2014. that drop was on account of 
domestic economic conditions, a political cri-
sis, and high inflation prevalent at the time, 
analysts say.

While 2022 remains an extraordinary year 
with global stock markets bearing the brunt 
of central banks across the world hiking in-
terest rates and turning off the supply of easy 
money - started during the pandemic - as they 
attempt to fight inflation, Qatar’s stock market 
has not been immune either.

the QSE Index, which measures the 20 
largest and most liquid stocks in Qatar, appre-
ciated as much as 24.7 percent from the start 
of 2022 to april 11, 2022, but then declined to 
almost flattish territory in late June and was 
again up by 12.1 percent year to date on Sep-
tember 05, 2022.

While that may not seem a lot, it still puts 
the QSE Index as a relative outperformer 
among most major regional and global mar-
kets in the first eight months of this year, as 
per the latest data available.

“While the country has been preparing 
for the World Cup for more than a decade, to 
focus on a short period of stock performance 
won’t be a fair reflection. If we look at the per-
formance of Qatar’s stock market in the last 
five years, when the pace of World Cup prepa-
rations and development work really acceler-
ated, Qatar’s stock market is up more than 50 
percent. In the same period, the broad index of 
emerging market equity is down more than 20 
percent, while the global equity indices are up 
around 15 to 18 percent. this shows that Qatar 
has outperformed very strongly in the last five 
years compared to other regional and global 
markets,” akber Khan, senior director of asset 
management at Doha-based al rayan Invest-
ment, said.

‘Show off a developed Qatar’
Since 2010 when Qatar won the rights to 

host the world cup, the state has spent more 
than $300bn to upgrade its infrastructure in-
cluding the Doha Metro, thousands of kilome-
tres of local roads and highways, a new port, 
a new airport, and even a new city as well as 
boosting its oil and gas facilities.

“this has really pulled forward numerous 
medium-term development projects which 
would have been completed by the end of this 
decade but are already finished to show off a 
developed Qatar during the World Cup,” Khan 
added.

World Cup’s gains on the Qatar Stock Ex-
change (QSE) are expected to carry into the 
next year as well, primarily from construction, 
real estate, tourism, and retail spending that 
trickles down to the exchange-listed compa-
nies and the broader economy as a whole.

“Specifically, Qatar’s objective is to use 

the event as a springboard to showcase its 
offerings, and hopefully boost international 
tourist arrivals from 2.1 million in 2019 to 
6 million per year by 2030,” said Saugata 
Sarkar, head of research at QNB Financial 
Services (QNBFS).

Qatari equities are already in an invest-
ment sweet spot benefiting from unique 
tailwinds. adding to high oil and gas prices, 
significant net foreign investment flows given 
Qatar’s status as a safe haven, the upcoming 
World Cup, there’s also the expansion of its 
LNG facilities that the country has under-
taken which will nearly double its gas output, 
catapulting it to the pole position.

“We believe that these drivers could be 
largely priced into the market but should pro-
vide the QSE Index with high-quality catalysts 
that help grow or stabilise the market despite 
the overall prevalent global risk-off backdrop,” 
Sarkar said.

“While we cannot rule out near-term 
volatility in the market, we continue to re-
main bullish longer-term on Qatari stocks 
given their defensive characteristics backed 
by their strong fundamentals. Net-net, we ex-
pect strong results from Qatari companies in 
2022 largely driven by the FIFa World Cup,” 
he added.

the spoiler will be the war in Ukraine, he 
cautioned, which is keeping both Qatari and 
global indices volatile.

However, what works in Qatar’s favour as 
the world deals with the possibility of a reces-
sion is the fact that the country’s economic 
growth is tied to its gas production.

With new demand coming from Europe 
because of the Ukraine war and the fact that 
Qatar is the “lowest-cost” producer, “it is bet-
ter prepared to absorb the negative impact a 
recession may have on energy prices,” said 
Mohsin Mujtaba, director, of product and de-
velopment, QSE. that will also be attractive 
to foreign investors as they look to rebalance 
their portfolios in the face of a global slow-
down, he added.

Mujtaba said, “Qatar Stock Exchange has 
by far outperformed global markets during the 
last two decades underpinned by economic 
growth on the back of LNG expansion, infra-
structure investment, and hosting of global 
sporting events.”

today, Qatar is home to the largest LNG 
producer in the world, the largest bank in 
the middle east, the best airline in the 
world, the best airport in the world, and 
host to the biggest sporting event in the 
world in 2022.

Historically, he said, “World cup 
host countries have provided re-
turns of 35-45 percent (except for 
Brazil) during the three years win-
dow around the world cup event. 
Qatar is halfway through this pe-
riod and follows the same trend 

providing around 22 percent return.”
the Qatari market has gained around 22 

percent during the last three years, while the 
average daily traded value (aDtV) more than 
doubled during the same period.

In addition, he said, “During the first three 
quarters of 2022, foreign investment inflows 
at QSE have been more than the previous 
three years combined.”

“High oil and gas prices, significant net 
foreign investment flows given Qatar’s status 
as an investment safe-haven, the upcoming 
FIFa World Cup Qatar 2022 and game-chang-
ing LNG expansion provide meaningful driv-
ers for the QSE in 2022,” Mujtaba said.

Going forward, he said, “Qatar’s huge LNG 
expansion plan will drive overall demand and 
growth for the investment case into the stock 
market. the LNG expansion will see Qatar’s 
overall LNG output increase by 64 percent to 
reach 126 million tons per annum (MtPa), 
from the current 77 MtPa. Qatar exported an 
estimated 80.2 million tons of LNG in 2021.”

Highlighting the ESG advantage of Qatar’s 
stock market, Muj- taba said, “LNG pro-
duces 40 percent less carbon di-
oxide (CO2) than c o a l 
and 30 percent less 
than oil, which 
makes it the 
cleanest of 
the fossil 
fuels pro-
viding QSE 
a natural 
ESG ad-
vantage 
c o m -
p a r e d 
to the 
re-

gion.”
“With excessive budget and trade sur-

pluses, the government spending in Qatar is 
expected to continue and on the back of la-
bour reforms already achieved provide a com-
petitive environment to attract global talent in 
other economic sectors providing the impetus 
for non-hydrocarbon growth,” he said.

Long-term impact
according to regional equity experts, the 

projects initiated by the government of Qa-
tar to host FIFa 2022 will have a long-term 
impact on listed companies across various              
sectors.

MENa BDSwiss CEO Daniel takieddine 
said in an email said while the hundreds of 
thousands of visitors coming for the short 
period of time during which the matches 
will be held will have an immediate impact, 
“more lasting consequences on the economy 
and financial markets in the country could 
be recorded. the widely followed event could 
draw attention from individuals and compa-
nies alike to Qatar as a tourism spot and as 
an investment destination boosting inflows of         
capital.”

Oliver Kent, managing director at Dubai-
based ZK Sports & Entertainment, said he 
looks at the world cup as “just the start of a se-
ries of large-scale events that will draw visitors 
in large numbers, boosting the tourism sector 
over the longer term” citing a Formula 1 race 
and the 2023 asia Cup that the country will 
host next year.

While clearly, the main beneficiaries will 
be the hospitality industry including the ho-
tels, malls, shops, and retail, akbar said, a 
number of small and mid-cap companies that 
won contracts over the last several years as 
suppliers to larger firms that the government 
has given out will equally benefit.

“this actually is unique to Qatar because 
previous world cups and probably the sub-
sequent world cups have been in countries 
which are much larger where the impact of 
one or two million people visiting a country 
with hundreds of millions of population will 
be much diluted versus coming to a popula-
tion of 3 million. the visitors that are coming 
will be in a very concentrated area so the im-
pact will be all the greater compared to other 
host countries,” akber said.

“It is not just Qatar that will benefit, it is 
also the regional countries that will benefit 
from the World Cup. Listed companies across 

Gulf countries in a large number of sectors 
including transport, and hospitality in 

particular will benefit. So, the region-
al impact of the world cup will also 

be very, very significant,” he said.

Qatar’s equity market set to benefit hugely 
from hosting of FIFA World Cup: Experts
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