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JapaN sTuN GermaNy  
in yet another FiFa  
World Cup upseT

Takuma asano was the hero as Japan came from behind to stun 
four-time champions germany and open their FiFa World Cup 
Qatar 2022 group E campaign with a 2-1 victory on Wednesday. 

germany dominated the opening half at the khalifa international Sta-
dium and went in front through an ilkay gundogan penalty just after 
the half-hour before substitute Ritsu Doan levelled with 15 minutes to 
play. and fellow substitute asano then turned the game on its head 
with seven minutes remaining when he fired into the roof of the ger-
man net to secure a win for the ages on yet another historic day for 
asian football in Qatar. Japan’s maya Yoshida told BeiN Sports: “This 
is the beauty of football, sometimes it happens! Now the spotlight 
is on our side, it’s time to dance.” Japan have claimed their most 
famous result in FiFa World Cup history by coming from behind to beat 
the mighty germans. This was the first time Japan have ever won a 
World Cup match after falling behind. germany’s early exit from the 
World Cup, like in Russia 2018, now looms large. SportS page 1

Darb Al Saai 
events to kick off  
in Umm Salal 
tomorrow (PG 12)
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Cabinet applauds outstanding  
World Cup opening ceremony

QNa
DOHa

The Cabinet has applauded the out-
standing and exceptional success of the 
opening ceremony of the FIFA World 
Cup Qatar 2022 on Sunday, which was 
patronised by his highness the Amir of 
State of Qatar Sheikh Tamim bin ham-
ad Al Thani.

The Cabinet meeting, chaired by 
Prime Minister and Minister of Interior 
he Sheikh Khalid bin Khalifa bin Ab-
dulaziz Al Thani on Wednesday, high-
lighted the important contents of hh 
the Amir’s speech delivered during the 
opening  ceremony, and the dazzling 
preparation and organisation of the his-
toric occasion.

The Cabinet hailed the performanc-
es, which carried messages of deep 
meanings, reflected the bright images 
of the civilizational and cultural herit-
age of the State of Qatar and the Arab 

world, emphasised the human dimen-
sion of sport and its influential role in 
uniting people and spreading a culture 
of peace, tolerance, mutual respect.

The Cabinet said it was proud of the 

wise policy and directives of hh the 
Amir, thanks to which Qatar was able 
to accomplish one milestone after an-
other. 

The Cabinet added that the success-

ful hosting of the FIFA World Cup Qa-
tar 2022 which dazzled the world, adds 
a new and unique chapter to the record 
of achievements that have strengthened 
the state’s position,  its active role in 
bringing about world peace and consol-
idation of the principles of understand-
ing and solidarity between countries 
and peoples.

The Cabinet affirmed that the suc-
cess of the World Cup opening cer-
emony, the wide acclaim and follow-up 
it received from around the world, and 
the success achieved by the tourna-
ment at all levels will remain a source 
of pride for Qatar and its people. The 
Cabinet mentioned the role of youth 
who were behind the achievement with 
their stupendous efforts, thoughts, hard 
and sustained work for over 12 years 
to create an environment conducive to 
organizing the tournament leading to 
an exceptional World Cup tournament 
that honors the Arab nation. page 5

Qatar made remarkable 
progress in workers’  

rights over past years: EU
QNa

BRuSSELS

hIgh Representative of the european 
Union for Foreign Affairs and Security 
Policy Josep Borrell has underscored that 
Qatar has made remarkable progress in 
the workers’ rights over the past years.

In a speech delivered on his behalf 
by european Commissioner for health 
and Food Safety Stella Kyriakides be-
fore the european Parliament, Borrell 
praised the reforms and legislation im-
plemented by Qatar, stating that Qatar 
was the first gulf state to abolish the 
(kafala) sponsorship system and adopt 
a new law that sets a non-discriminato-
ry minimum wage for workers.

The european official pointed out 
that Qatar is at the forefront of ensur-
ing strict control over infrastructure 
projects for the 2022 FIFA World Cup 
Qatar and many other projects.

he pointed out that Qatar’s organi-
zation of the 2022 World Cup contrib-
uted to accelerating the pace of reform-
ing its work system, calling for the need 
to continue encouraging it to achieve 

more progress in this field. 
he affirmed the eU’s readiness to 

support and assist Qatar in the areas of 
human rights, indicating that Qatar has 
always been open and welcoming to co-
operation.

Borrell described the session held by 
the Subcommittee on human Rights of 
the european Parliament last week with 
Minister of Labor he Dr Ali bin Saeed 
bin Smaikh Al Marri as “constructive,” 
explaining that the human rights situa-
tion in Qatar was discussed with great 
openness.

QNa
DOHa

hIS highness the Amir 
of State of Qatar Sheikh 
Tamim bin hamad Al Tha-
ni on Wednesday issued 
Amiri decision No (53) of 
2022, appointing Khalid 
Ali Abdullah Abel as Am-
bassador extraordinary 
and Plenipotentiary to the 
Socialist Republic of Viet-
nam.

hh the Amir also is-
sued Amiri decision No 
(54) of 2022 appointing 
hassan hamza Asad Mo-
hammed hashim as Am-
bassador extraordinary 
and Plenipotentiary to the 
Republic of Uzbekistan. 

The decisions are ef-
fective starting from their 
date of issue, and are to be 
published in the Official 
gazette.

Amir appoints 
ambassadors 
to Vietnam & 
Uzbekistan

Khalid tawalbeh 
DOHa

TUNISIAN Minister of Youth and 
Sports Kamal Daqish has affirmed 
that Qatar has achieved distinction 
in organising this edition of the FIFA 
World Cup Qatar 2022 in an enthusi-
astic atmosphere.

“As for the conduct of the World 
Cup so far, the organisation is excel-
lent, the atmosphere is electrifying. 
I think the State of Qatar has passed 
the challenge for the World Cup,” the 
Tunisian Minister of Youth and Sports 
told Qatar Tribune in an exclusive in-
terview.

The Tunisian minister stressed 
that the cooperation between Tunisia 
and Qatar is historical, especially in 
sports. he stressed that Tunisia and 
Qatar have a joint cooperation agree-
ment in the sports for the year 2022-
2023 and it is in the process of imple-
mentation.

Qatar and Tunisia had previously 
signed a sports agreement on support-

ing investment through the establish-
ment and financing of joint projects 
between the two countries. 

The projects proposed by the Tu-
nisian side will be presented, encour-
aging Qatari companies to invest in 
Tunisia and seeking further coordina-
tion with the investment committee to 
embody the proposed projects on the 
ground. page 2

Qatar overcame all challenges 
to hold this exceptional FIFA 
World Cup: Tunisian minister

High Representative of the eU for Foreign 
Affairs and Security Policy Josep Borrell.

Tunisian Minister of Youth and Sports 
Kamal Daqish.

HamaD international airport and Doha 
international airport have recorded 3,365 
air movements since the start of the FiFa 
World Cup Qatar 2022, thus witnessing a 
significant increase in air traffic in Qatari 
airspace. The ministry of Communications, 
through its Twitter account, said 955 air-
craft movements were recorded at Hia and 
Doha international airport on Wednesday 
alone. (TNN)

huge rise in air movement 
since start of World Cup

Qatar 2022 is Arab 
message of peace 
to world: Lebanese 
minister (PG 3)



Qatar has overcome all challenges to hold this
exceptional World Cup: Tunisian sports minister

KHALID TAWALBEH 
DOHA

TUNISIAN Minister of Youth 
and Sports Kamal Daqish 
has affirmed that Qatar has 
achieved distinction in organ-
ising this edition of the FIFA 
World Cup Qatar in an enthu-
siastic atmosphere.

“As for the conduct of the 
World Cup so far, the organi-
sation is excellent, the atmos-
phere is electrifying. I think 
the State of Qatar has passed 
the challenge for the World 
Cup,” the Tunisian Minister 
of Youth and Sports told Qatar 
Tribune in an exclusive inter-
view.

The Tunisian minister 
stressed that the cooperation 
between Tunisia and Qatar 
is historical, especially in the 
sports fields, He stressed that 
Tunisia and Qatar have a joint 
cooperation agreement in the 
sports field for the year 2022-
2023 and it is in the process of 
implementation.

Qatar and Tunisia had 
previously signed a sports 
agreement on supporting 
investment through the es-
tablishment and financing 

of joint projects between the 
two countries. The projects 
proposed by 
the Tunisian 
side will be 
p r e s e n t e d , 
encouraging 
Qatari compa-
nies to invest 
in Tunisia 
and further 
c o o r d i n a -
tion with the 
i n v e s t m e n t 
c o m m i t t e e 
to embody 
the proposed 
projects on 
the ground.

He said 
it was agreed 
in advance 
between the 
two sides to integrate Tunisian 
competencies in the physical 
education and youth activa-
tion sectors in organising this 
global event (World Cup) with 
the possibility of continuing 
the experiment at the next ma-
jor sports stations to be hosted 
by Qatar.

Tunisian Minister of Youth 
and Sports Kamal Daqish has 
said that the Tunisian national 

team is fully prepared for the 
upcoming confrontations, es-

pecially after 
making several 
preparat ions 
at the physical 
and technical 
level before the 
FIFA World 
Cup Qatar 
2022.

The min-
ister said the 
Tunisian na-
tional team 
has made 
preparations 
both in Tuni-
sia and Saudi 
Arabia. The 
preparations 
were excellent 
and predict 

a good future for Tunisian 
sports and for the Tunisian 
national team.

“We felt that there is 
warmth and rapprochement 
between the members of the 
national team, and this was 
shown during the match 
against the Danish national 
team,” he said.

He said, “The draw in the 
confrontation against Den-

mark was a good start and we 
will build on it, especially as it 
opened the way towards run-
ning, God willing, towards the 
second round and this gave a 
wonderful morale boost to the 
team. We are waiting for the 
next matches and running for 
the second round with impa-
tience”. 

On Tunisian sports, he 
said, “The level of Tunisian 
sports is good, the results 
achieved in individual sports 
confirm that Tunisian sports 
are fine.”

“The biggest proof of this 
is Tunisia’s honorable repre-
sentation in the Olympic and 
world championships and 
games, but the lack of mate-
rial can be considered a matter 
that limits the development of 
other sports, especially team 
sports that consume a lot of 
technical and material equip-
ment and a lot of other possi-
bilities,” he added.

“Now as for the strat-
egy of the Ministry of Youth 
and Sports, God willing, in 
partnership with the Tuni-
sian private sports sector, we 
will overcome these financial 
problems,” he added.

Arabs making history
at FIFA WC Qatar 2022

MERIAM JELLITI
DOHA

AS soon as the referee blew the 
final whistle to announce the 
end of the Argentina-Saudi Ara-
bia World Cup match, the fans 
of the Saudi team broke into 
well-deserved celebrations.

The continued outpouring 
of joy has turned into a spectacle 
in its own right with Saudi fans 
spotted all over the city, adding 
to the festive atmosphere of the 
FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022.

The dramatic Saudi victory 
over Argentina, with the Green 
Falcons coming from behind to 
first equalise the score 1-1, and 
then add the winning goal to 
turn the tables on their much 
vaunted opponents, was indeed 
stuff of tales for posterity.

The fans of the Saudi na-
tional team have created a 
wonderful enthusiastic and 
festive atmosphere in the past 
two days throughout the coun-
try. The sheer number of fans 
celebrating the victory speaks 
of the significance of the vic-
tory. The felt that this victory 
against a team considered one 
of the best in the world was 
not a fluke. The Saudi national 
team played the match in a pro-
fessional manner and deserved 
their win, they said.

Reflecting the support of 
millions of fans and followers 
from different countries of the 
world, a huge number of fans 
flocked to the Corniche area to 
celebrate the victory and en-
courage the other Arab teams 
vying in the tournament to win 
their upcoming matches.

Naser, a fan of the Saudi 
team said: “The match was ex-
citing and splendid, and the 
Saudi team showed great de-
termination and discipline in 
competing with the Argentin-
ian team, especially since op-
ponents had Messi, one of the 
most prominent players in the 
world, in their ranks.”

The Saudi national team 
achieved the dream of all Arabs, 
he added, expressing hope that 

it would reach the advanced 
stages of the tournament and 
hopefully compete in the final.

He described the World Cup 
atmosphere in Qatar as ‘very 
splendid and exciting’, especial-
ly in the fans designated areas, 
where everything necessary was 
provided for to celebrate the 
participating teams.

Mohammad, another Saudi 
fan, pointed out that the match 
was as difficult as any. The Sau-
di team’s victory over its Argen-
tine counterpart was great by 
any yardstick. 

Pointing towards the fans of 
the Saudi team gathered in the 
fans’ areas in Doha’s Corniche 
to celebrate this great victory, 
he expressed hope that the Sau-
di team would reach the final 
stage during World Cup.

Saeed, a Moroccan fan of 
the Saudi team who caught the 
eyes of many at Souq Waqif 
with his big sign saying ‘From 

Morocco and here for all Arabs’, 
expressed great pride at the 
honourable result.

Full enthusiasm and joy, he 
said, “We are looking forward 
to another Arab victory during 
the World Cup, and we are all 
hopeful that the Saudi team will 
achieve a lot more during its up-
coming fixtures.”

For supporters of Saudi Ara-
bia, watching their team’s in-
spired performance on Arab soil 
was an exhilarating experience.

“A day to remember… all Ar-
abs are happy”, he said. “From 
the very beginning of the tour-
nament, I knew that Qatar 2022 
would bring pride to all Arabs. 
Saudi Arabia showed the world 
we can play against the best and 
win. Great performance by the 
Arab teams, the tournament 
in Qatar is a success for every 
Arab and Muslim”, said a Tuni-
sian supporter celebrating with 
Saudi fans.

Katara Tower in Lusail is all glitters for the FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022.

The hosting of the FIFA World Cup is excellent and the atmosphere is electrifying: Kamal Daqish  Tunisian national team is ready for the next challenge

EXCLUSIVE

As for the conduct of the 
World Cup so far, the 
organisation is excellent, 
the atmosphere is 
electrifying. I think the State 
of Qatar has passed the 
challenge for the World Cup
Kamal Daqish

Tunisian Minister of Youth and Sports Kamal Daqish

Msheireb Downtown Doha to 
host special events in support 
of Qatar National Team today

QNA
DOHA

AS the excitement runs through 
the country in celebration of 
football, Msheireb Downtown 
Doha is offering special activa-
tions to show Al Annabi spirit 
and support for the Qatari Na-
tional Team.

The special event reiter-
ates the nation’s confidence in 
our national heroes and shows 
the support of the community 
to Al Annabi Team. The acti-
vations will start at 5pm on 
Thursday at Al Annabi Village 
at Msheireb Museums and 
will continue with street pa-
rades in the Msheireb Down-
town Doha. Visitors and fans 

can gather to cheer for the 
team and create memorable 
experiences.

Maryam Al Jassem, man-
ager of PR and Communication 
at Msheireb Properties, stated: 

“We are excited to share this 
special event in support of our 
national team with fans and 
visitors at the heart of Doha. 
We encourage everyone to 
come and show their Al An-
nabi spirit and celebrate the 
joyous moment together. This 
is our way to demonstrate our 
confidence in our team and to 
celebrate our Nation’s success 
in organizing the biggest event 
in the world.”

Located at the Heritage 
Zone at Msheireb Museums, 
Al Annabi Village is the main 
celebration area for Qatar na-
tional team. Visitors and fans 
can discover various activities 
that bring people together to 
celebrate special moments.

The activations will start at 
5pm on Thursday at Al 
Annabi Village at Msheireb 
Museums and will continue 
with street parades in 
Msheireb Downtown Doha. 
Visitors and fans can gath-
er to cheer for the team 
and create memorable 
experiences
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TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA 

JUST days into the world’s big-
gest sporting event, experts 
from Qatar Foundation looked 
at whether Qatar’s goal of host-
ing the most accessible tourna-
ment in history is on track.

A panel discussion at the 
Host Country Media Centre 
for the FIFA World Cup Qatar 
2022 in Msheireb Downtown 
Doha that included Mark Dyer, 
Accessibility and inclusiv-
ity Strategist at the Supreme 
Committee for Delivery & Leg-
acy, spoke about feedback the 
event has received.

Dyer said, “It is not just 
about going to a match, there 
are lots of other areas that we 
needed to provide for. We’ve 
gone beyond looking at what 
we provide in the stadiums, 
and that creates a challenge 
because the more accessible 
seats we provide in matches, 
the more demand we create 
for us and for the rest of the 
country in terms of accommo-

dation, transportation, and at-
tractions.

“We are seeing a huge 
number of people with dis-
abilities going to places like the 
fan festivals, the Corniche, and 
other areas. So even if you have 
come over here to experience 
the matches, you still have 
places that can offer you calm-
ness and comfort and you still 
can feel integrated and that 
you belong to the experience,” 
Dyer stressed. 

He added: “I feel we are 
getting pretty close to what we 
were expected to deliver. We 
are working closely with many 
people here to understand any 
issues, how we can help in the 
process, and encourage people 
to share their thoughts on their 
experience.”

With Qatar Foundation 
(QF) supporting the delivery of 
a truly accessible tournament, 
experts from the organisation 
reflected on the accessibility 
efforts and initiatives that QF 
has established – from its spe-
cialised schools such as Renad 

Academy and Awsaj Academy, 
to its Ability Friendly Program, 
sensory rooms, audio-descrip-
tive commentary of matches, 
the Accessibility Volunteers 
program, and the Qatar for All 
accessibility guide.

“What we do as an organi-
sation is unlock potential,” said 

Nihal Al-Saleh, Program Man-
ager at QF member Earthna, 
and an accessibility advisor. 

“With added access, we 
have added participation, and 
this is a benefit not only to 
people with disabilities, but 
also for the community as we 
see the transition in the way 

we talk about accessibility. It 
is a journey, and there will be 
things that come up with we 
will address as we go along, but 
it is not the end of the story. It 
started before the World Cup, 
but will continue to go beyond 
that for a fully accessible Qatar 
– and it will make a great case 

study for the world,” added Al-
Saleh. 

The Education City Sta-
dium hosted its first FIFA 
World Cup Qatar 2022 match 
on Tuesday, providing an op-
portunity to reflect on how 
accessible the Education City 
Fan Experience was for fans 
attending the game between 
Denmark and Tunisia.

“We all enjoy football and 
events in different ways, so it 
is important to enable people 
who come from transport hubs 
and as they come to the Metro 
and parking areas – making 
sure they can access the sta-
dium in a safe and comfortable 
way, whether through tactile 
areas for those who may need 
sensory regulation in their way 
to the stadium, or by checking 
access from the mobility per-
spective,” said Brooke Reid, 
Manager of Engagement and 
Activation at Education City, 
Qatar Foundation.

“As things evolve we will 
upgrade our facilities and soft 
skills, and we have worked 
with volunteers to make 
sure they help people as they 
come to the stadium,” Reid 
stressed. 

QNA
BEIRUT

MINISTER of Youth and Sports 
in the Lebanese caretaker gov-
ernment George Kallas has 
praised the FIFA World Cup Qa-
tar 2022, the technical and logis-
tical measures taken by Qatar, 
and the unprecedented security 
and administrative organisation 
internationally in the domain of 
sports, considering this Qatari 
success a message of peace from 
the Arabs to the world.

Kallas stressed that Qatar 
has distinctively succeeded in 
hosting this international sport-
ing event, held for the first time 
in the region, an event covered 
by all major international media 
outlets across all the corners of 
the world.

Kallas added that he had the 
honour of visiting Qatar as part 
of an official delegation headed 
by, Prime Minister of the Leba-
nese caretaker government Na-
jib Mikati, and the Minister of 
Tourism Eng. Walid Nassar, at 
the official invitation to partici-
pate in the opening ceremony 
of the FIFA World Cup Qatar 
2022. 

He said Qatar has succeeded 
in being the first Arab country 
to host the World Cup, achiev-
ing an Arab accomplishment of 
high-level organizational stat-
ure, managing time well, and 
dazzling the world, not only by 
organizing the matches, but also 
the remarkable festivals and ar-
tistic events that accompany the 
opening ceremony, praised by 
major media outlets.

This event which was both 
transmitted from Doha to the 
world, and brought the world to 
Doha, via high quality technolo-
gies and means of modern and 
artistic communication.

He stressed that Qatar has 
already proven via the opening 
ceremony and the great World 
Cup preparations that it is well 
able to organize this exceptional 
event, making it a civilizational 
gathering that carries a call 
for peace through sports, and 
through the politics of build-
ing bridges amongst genera-
tions, cultures and civilizations, 
adding that as such, Qatar has 
proven to the world that Sport is 
capable of bringing peoples to-
gether much more than all polit-
ical and international summits. 

The minister noted in a re-
lated context the attendance of 
numerous leaders in the open-
ing ceremony.

He also referred to the 
sporting, political, economic, 
environmental and other kinds 
of summits and conferences or-
ganized very well by Qatar. 

On the other hand, Kallas 
remarked the mass attendance 
of matches, including by Leba-
nese youth, in this historic in-
ternational sports event which 
is spreading joy from Qatar and 
its stadiums across to the Arab 
World and the entire globe.

Kallas indicated that Qatar’s 
hosting of this World Cup in the 
name of all Arabs is a token of 
peace and civility, despite all that 
the Arab world is going through 
and suffering, stressing that by 
the State of Qatar and the Su-
preme Committee for Delivery 
and Legacy (SC)s hosting of the 
World Cup, they are conveying a 
message to the world that Arab 
countries and societies are ca-
pable of establishing peace, and 
building bridges of convergence 
for sincere dialogue amongst 
peoples, as well as achieving 
civilizational accomplishments 
through sports.

The minister congratulated 
Qatar on this achievement and 
went on to say that the State 
of Qatar always proves that its 
Capital City Doha is a center for 
peace, cultural and sports, with 
a new achievement in its record, 
having succeeded in establish-
ing an interfaith and civiliza-
tional dialogue, for the sake of 
peace among humanity. 

Kallas hoped that these 
current Qatari achievements 
and celebrations, enjoyed by 
the world, shall be a beginning 
of great Arab successes on the 
sporting, artistic and cultural 
arenas.

Is Qatar hosting the most accessible FIFA WC?

World Cup opening conveyed honourable 
Qatari image, Arab culture: Event director

QNA 
DOHA 

QATARI film director and supervisor of 
the opening ceremony of the FIFA World 
Cup Qatar 2022, CEO of Katara Studios 
Ahmed Al Baker has said that the success 
of the opening ceremony of the tourna-
ment came in the culmination of the efforts 
made by the State of Qatar over 12 years in 
preparation for hosting the world’s largest 
sporting event. 

In a statement to QNA, Al Baker 
stressed that the opening ceremony culmi-
nated the Qatari achievements, which are 
per se, a practical response and vivid refu-
tation to the skepticism and smear cam-
paigns unleashed against the capabilities 
of Qatar and Arabs in general of organising 
this global event. He added that the pres-
entation of an honourable image for the 
Qatari and Arab culture came as a result 
of the confidence of Qatar’s leadership in 
its youth, in addition to the confidence of 
the Supreme Committee for Delivery and 
Legacy in the abilities of the Qatari innova-
tive artists. FIFA’s support and the efforts 
made by the Arab crews and cadres, along 
with the Qatari and foreign teams also 
played a big part.

He indicated that such confidence was 
the best appreciation for Qatar’s efforts and 
was a catalyst for the innovation and feel-
ing of the significant responsibility vested 

in Qatar, adding that he is really proud of 
this accomplishment, which enables him 
to overcome the challenges, in terms of or-
ganisation, harmonisation and focusing on 
the vital messages and artistic issues, the 
most important of which is the conveyance 
of credible messages to the world from Qa-
tar to keep pace with the ambitions of the 
current generations, the global masses, in 
addition to highlighting the Qatari culture 
and Arab heritage and keeping abreast of 
the prominent sporting event.

Al Baker pointed out that the decision 
entails the importance of accompanying 

the spectators throughout the opening 
ceremony in a trip of scenes and feelings, 
starting from geography from the sea to 
the land and directly to the event scene at 
Al Bayt Stadium and formulate Qatar’s call 
to the world and the message of co-exist-
ence, acquaintance and shared respect.

Supervisor of the opening ceremony of 
the FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 explained 
that the elements of this message have 
flagged up the role of Qatar’s beliefs and 
cultures and confirmed the promotion of 
values of acquaintance and coexistence, as 
well as the celebration of the songs of na-
tions through which Qatar has expressed 
its unity through enthusiasm and positive 
energy manifested by the football compe-
tition, where the ceremony has been an 
invitation to co-existence and celebration 
of the masses, along with the states partici-
pating in the tournament.

He outlined the efforts made by the 
contributors in the success of this enor-
mous work which was co-produced by 
Katara Studios, along with a work team of 
Qatari, Arab, and foreign producers, indi-
cating that the success that has been made 
in directing the opening ceremony of the 
Arab Cup 2021 granted them the trust of 
responsibility to count on the Qatari cadre, 
confirming that he is proud of this confi-
dence through which he felt that he had ac-
complished the required mission in fulfill-
ment of the Arab masses’ aspirations.

Qatar World Cup is 
Arab message of 
peace to the world: 
Lebanese minister
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Experts from QF and the SC address participants during a panel discussion. 

FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 mascot La’eeb was 
prominently highlighted during the opening 
ceremony of the tournament in Doha. 

ENTERTAINMENT UNLIMITED AT KATARA 

Various activities being held at Katara as part of the FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 enthrall visitors

Experts from Qatar Foundation and SC share 
insights from the tournament’s first matches

Qatar has 
proven to 
the world 

that sports is capable 
of bringing peoples 
together much more 
than all political and 
international summits.”
— George Kallas
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QATAR 2022: 
FLAGS   
FLY HIGH

Thirty-two heritage boats raising the 
flags of the countries participating in 
the FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 sail 
towards the Doha Corniche and the 
beach of the MIA Park from Katara.

‘Football has the power to change the 
way we feel about an entire culture’

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

GENERATION Amazing 
Foundation’s GOAL 22 pro-
gramme hosted Kely Nas-
cimento-DeLuca, the eldest 
daughter of Brazilian foot-
ball legend Pelé, in a session 
titled ‘The Untapped Power 
of the Beautiful Game’, 
where she spoke about the 
role of sport in empowering 
societies and bridging gen-
der gaps.

“After my father joined 
the New York Cosmo Club, 
we moved from our home in 
Brazil to the United States, 
and we discovered that not 
many people were not aware 
of our culture. But the game 
of football allowed me to 
travel the world and take my 
culture everywhere,” Nasci-
mento-DeLuca said.

She highlighted that to-

day, with the spread of social 
media, it is amazing to see 
how sports can change the 
way people feel about an en-
tire culture.

During her talk, Nasci-
mento-DeLuca also touched 
upon the issues of gender 
gap, and how closing it can 
help in building better socie-
ties. 

But how does sport help 
close the gender gap? 

According to Nascimen-
to-DeLuca, there is a link 
between sustainable devel-
opment and sport, and when 
girls participate in sports, 
preconceived attitudes 
about what a girl can do be-
gin to change.

For Nascimento-DeLu-
ca, football is not just a game 
– it has an incredibly power-
ful impact on society devel-
opment. 

N a s c i m e n t o - D e L u c a 

stated that FIFA’s expecta-
tions for the FIFA World Cup 
Qatar 2022 to be watched 
by about 5 billion viewers 
around the world indicate 
the great responsibility of 
the host country to make the 
most of this massive event in 
addressing global and local 
problems, and tp promote 

development through sport.
“This Foundation set the 

bar for what needs to be, I 
think, a blueprint to be fol-
lowed by all host nations. 
But the question here is how 
will your nation leverage the 
power of this beautiful game 
to address sustainable de-
velopment goals and to con-

tribute to the fight for the 
survival of our planet?”

Nascimento-DeLuca’s 
message to the youth of the 
Amazing Generation Foun-
dation was to raise their 
voices. She said: “How 
wonderful it is to witness 
in your life the World Cup 
being held in Qatar and in 
the Middle East for the first 
time.

“I believe in your gen-
eration as the first truly to 
wholeheartedly embrace 
their moral compass and 
make decisions with it. 

“You represent 32 coun-
tries in the tournament, and 
this means that you will wit-
ness this tournament be-
ing held in your country, 
so, raise your voice and tell 
the world about this unique 
experience in Qatar, and to 
start making the change im-
measurable.”

During a GOAL 22 programme 
session at QF’s Education City, 
football legend Pele’s daughter 
Kely Nascimento-DeLuca spoke 
of sport having the power to 
change perceptions, especially 
of girls and women
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Cabinet okays decree on 
Ashghal deal for Al Wakra, 
Al Wukair sewage project

MoCI recalls 2022 model
of Mercedes-Benz GLC

AJ+ wins Lone Star Emmy award

QNA 
DOHA

THE Cabinet, at a meeting chaired 
by Prime Minister and Minister 
of Interior HE Sheikh Khalid bin 
Khalifa bin Abdulaziz Al Thani on 
Wednesday, approved a draft de-
cree approving the Public Works 
Authority (Ashghal) agreement for 
Al Wakra and Al Wukair Sewage 
Treatment Works project. 

This project was proposed in 
partnership between the public 
and private sectors.

The Cabinet also approved a 
draft decision by the Minister of 
Communications and Information 
Technology to specify the corre-

spondence system service fees for 
the semi-governmental and pri-
vate sectors.

The Cabinet approved the re-
newal of the membership of the 
chairman and members of the 
Grievance Committee of the Qa-
tar Financial Markets Authority 
(QFMA).

The Grievance Committee of 
QFMA, which is headed by a chair-
man, who is a chief of the Court of 
Appeals, along with two Court of 
Appeals judges as well as two oth-
ers having experience in the secu-
rities field as its members, is com-
petent to decide on the grievances 
concerning the penal decisions is-
sued by the QFMA.

The Cabinet also took the nec-
essary measures to ratify a memo-
randum of understanding for co-
operation in the fields of youth and 
sports between the governments of 
Qatar and the Eastern Republic of 
Uruguay.

The Cabinet then reviewed and 
took the appropriate decisions on a 
draft Amiri decisions to reorganise 
some public bodies, institutions 
and government agencies; the out-
comes of the 8th Meeting of min-
isters responsible of Islamic affairs 
and endowments in the Gulf Coop-
eration Council (GCC) countries; 
and a report on the meetings of the 
opening week of the 77th session of 
the UN General Assembly.

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

THE Ministry of Commerce and Indus-
try (MoCI), in cooperation with Nasser 
Bin Khaled Automobiles, Qatar’s Mer-
cedes-Benz dealership, has announced 
the recall of Mercedes-Benz GLC, 2022 
model, due to a possible damage in the 
air bellows of the ball joint of the upper 
transverse control arm at the front axle 
that will lead to the ingress of the water 
particles and dirt into the ball joint. The 
ministry said the recall campaign comes 

within the framework of its ongoing ef-
forts to protect consumers and ensure 
that car dealers follow up on vehicle de-
fects and repairs.

The ministry said that it will coordi-
nate with the dealer to follow up on the 
maintenance and repair works and will 
communicate with customers to ensure 
that the necessary repairs are carried out. 

The ministry urged all customers to 
report any violations to its Consumer 
Protection and Anti-Commercial Fraud 
Department, which processes com-
plaints, inquiries and suggestions.

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA 

AJ+ won a Lone Star Emmy for its video 
‘What It’s Really Like To Be Caught By 
Border Patrol’ in the category of Public 
Affairs Programmes. 

The story, filmed in McAllen, Texas, 
and part of Direct From’s Policing the 
Border series, features the experiences 
of immigrants who have been victims of 
harassment, mistreatment and serious 
human right violations by the US Cus-
toms and Border Protection. 

The team received unprecedented ac-
cess after spending eight weeks communi-
cating with Border Patrol. They rode along 
with agents for seven hours, starting with 
their first arrests at 5am to capture and tell 
the story.

This is the second regional Emmy 
award won by the series. The first one was 
a 2022 Michigan Regional Emmy for the 
story ‘The Racist Border You Don’t Hear 
About’.

Commenting on Direct From’s 
multi-awarded series, Senior Producer 
Kate Elston said, “AJ+ Direct From 

is honoured to be awarded a second 
Emmy for our series on US Customs 
and Border Protection, an institution 
that operates with impunity from the 
Rio Grande Valley to the Canadian bor-
der.

 Since 2010, at least 245 people have 
died as a result of an encounter with a 
border agent, and there are countless 
more reports of mistreatment, harass-
ment and neglect every year. This award 
gives us at Direct From the determina-
tion to keep elevating voices that are dis-
missed by the powerful institutions that 
claim to protect us.”
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Win $100,000 in Qatar 
Tourism and SC social 
media competition

QetaiFAN Beach Fest 
attracts football fans

Q-Chem hosts blood donation drive to save lives

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

QATAR Tourism (QT) and 
the Supreme Committee for 
Delivery & Legacy (SC) on 
Wednesday announced a new 
joint social media competi-
tion calling upon the coun-
try’s visitors to share their 
#UltimateQatarExperience. 

As Qatar is welcoming 
more than one million visi-
tors for the FIFA World Cup, 
the competition encourages 
tourists to showcase their ex-
periences while visiting the 
country. 

For a chance to win a 
$100,000 prize, visitors sim-
ply need to upload pictures 
and videos to their social 
media channels, using the @
VisitQatar and #UltimateQa-
tarExperience tags. 

Three different prize 
values are open to entrants 
-  $100,000, $50,000 and 
$30,000 - that each include 
a three-night stay at a five-
star hotel, return flights from 
Qatar Airways and two tickets 
to a once-in a lifetime experi-

ence. 
Commenting on the com-

petition, Haya Al Noaimi, 
Marketing and Promotions 
Sector at Qatar Tourism, said: 
“The #UltimateQatarExperi-
ence competition will build on 
the excitement in the air, and 
which will give the country’s 
millions of visitors a chance 
to showcase their experience. 
As we welcome the world, we 
look forward to seeing Qatar’s 
abundant natural beauty and 
host of unforgettable experi-
ences represented in such in-
ventive ways.”

Fatma Al Nuaimi, SC’s 
Communications and Media 
executive director, said: “We 
are pleased to collaborate 
with Qatar Tourism for this 
exciting competition, which 
is sure to attract thousands of 
entries from the many fans. 
We look forward to seeing the 
amazing experiences fans en-
joy during the tournament.”

The competition closes on 
December 2, 2022.  Winners 
will be notified via their social 
media channels and have 48 
hours to claim their prize.

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

WITH the FIFA World Cup 
now well under way, the Qe-
taiFAN Beach Fest is moving 
full speed ahead, welcoming 
fans from around the world 
and announcing fresh updates. 

The month-long festival on 
the beachfront in Lusail prom-
ises to be a great success, unit-
ing people through the interna-
tional languages of music and 
football.

From Thursday, November 
24, the festival will offer free 
admission to the General Ad-
missions Area, enabling all visi-
tors to enjoy the beach, music, 
activities and food and beverag-
es facilities, as well as watching 
live games on the giant screens. 

Access to the front stage 
area during special music per-
formances at the main stage 
will be priced at $65 and ad-
mission to the VIP area will 
be priced at $100, including 
complimentary food from 4pm 
to 1am, or $200 for the main 
stage terrace access. Tickets are 
available through Q-Tickets on 
www.q-tickets.com.

The festival’s formal open-
ing will take place on Thursday, 
November 24. Fans will be able 
to enjoy the live streaming of 
that day’s games - Switzerland 
versus Cameroon, Uruguay 
versus Korea Republic, Por-
tugal versus Ghana and Brazil 
versus Serbia - which will be 
followed by the performance of 
French Montana and continu-
ing the party until 4am. 

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

QATAR Chemical Company 
Ltd. (Q-Chem) held a success-
ful blood donation drive in Ras 
Laffan (RLOC), Q-Chem head-
quarters, and Mesaieed, in co-
ordination with Hamad Medical 
Corporation (HMC) Blood Do-
nation Unit.

All employees, contractors 
and the company leadership 
team showed up to support and 
contribute to the blood drive, ex-
emplifying great character and 
their commitment to giving back 
to the community.

Q-Chem healthcare person-
nel worked with the medical team 
from HMC to facilitate the event. 

The fully equipped blood dona-
tion bus went to all Q-Chem loca-
tions to provide the opportunity 
to as many as possible. The initia-
tive has successfully contributed 
to the vital blood stocks in Qatar.

All employees had a great op-
portunity to experience the pow-

er of donating to a noble cause. 
The Hamad Hospital nurses 
worked tirelessly and diligently 
to accommodate all volunteers.

A total of 139 units of blood 
were collected from all the par-
ticipants, including people from 
different companies in Amwal 

Tower, Q-Chem headquarters. 
Q-Chem reached out to its neigh-
bours as part of community out-
reach and engaged them in this 
humanitarian drive. 

The blood donation cam-
paign is an annual commitment 
for Q-Chem. 

The company has devel-
oped a strong CSR strategy and 
is committed to initiatives that 
help build a healthy society, 
give back to the community and 
forge strong bonds. It’s part of Q-
Chem’s corporate social respon-
sibility strategy (CSR) and an 
essential part of its core values.
You too can save a life through 
this donation drive by visiting the 
HMC Blood Donor Center dur-
ing weekdays from 8am to 9pm.

DFI to screen films in MENASA Spotlight of Doha Film Experience

Audi Qatar donates QR100,000 
to support Qatar Cancer Society

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

DOHA Film Institute (DFI) is 
celebrating the Qatar-MENASA 
(Middle East, North Africa and 
South Asia) Year of Culture 2022 
with a showcase of exceptional 
films from across the region as 
part of its MENASA Spotlight at 
the Doha Film Experience. 

Showing at the Museum of 
Islamic Art Auditorium from 
December 4 to 8, 2022, the films 
present the greatest and latest 
independent voices in MENASA 
cinema. 

Fatma Hassan Alremaihi, 
chief executive office of the 
Doha Film Institute, said: “Qa-
tar has a deep history of mean-
ingful cultural exchange with 
the MENASA region, including 
continuing support for emerg-
ing voices in cinema from the 
region.  The Year of Culture, 
a unique initiative by Qatar 
Museums, plays a key role in 
promoting dynamic cultural 

exchange in Qatar and paying 
tribute to our international re-
lationships. In this special year 
of hosting the FIFA World Cup 
Qatar 2022, we are excited to 
add a dimension to the celebra-
tions with the MENASA Spot-
light as an enriching cinematic 
experience for all.”

The special showcase of 
MENASA films will commence 
with the screening of DFI-
supported House in the Fields 

(Morocco, Qatar/2017) by Tala 
Hadid, that charts the isolated 
rural Amazigh community liv-
ing in the Atlas Mountains. The 
screening is on Sunday, Decem-
ber 4 at 7:30pm. 

The Wild Pear Tree (Tur-
key, France, Bulgaria, Germany, 
Bosnia and Herzegovina, Qa-
tar/2018) by Nuri Bilge Ceylan, 
a DFI-supported film, will be 
screened on Monday, December 
5 at 7:30pm. 

Oscar winner, The Sales-
man (Iran, France/2016) by 
Asghar Farhadi will be screened 
on Tuesday, December 6 at 7:30 
PM. 

DFI-supported Beauty and 
the Dogs (Tunisia, France, Swe-
den, Norway, Lebanon, Qatar, 
Switzerland/2017) by Kaouther 
Ben Hania screens on Wednes-
day, December 7 at 7:30pm. 

The final feature narrative 
to be screened on Thursday, 

December 8 at 7:30pm is Elia 
Suleiman’s It Must be Heaven 
(France, Qatar, Germany, Can-
ada, Turkey, Palestine/2019) 
supported by DFI. 

A captivating programme 
of short films from Palestine 
screens on December 7 from 
5pm with award-winning titles 
of Maradona’s Legs (Germa-
ny, Palestine / 2019) by Firas 
Khoury; DFI supported titles 
The Present (Palestine, Qatar 

/ 2019) by Farah Nabulsi and 
Under the Lemon Tree (Qatar, 
Palestine / 2020) by Noor Al 
Asswad; Ismail (Jordan, Pales-
tine, UK, Qatar / 2013) by Nora 
Alsharif and Refuge (Qatar / 
2019) by Maha Essid. 

A range of captivating short 
films will also be screened as 
part of the programme on De-
cember 8 from 5pm. These in-
clude Brotherhood (Canada, Tu-
nisia, Qatar, Sweden/2018) by 
Meryam Joobeur; Lori - Melan-
choly of my Mother’s Lullabies 
(Nepal, Hong Kong/2022) by 
Abinash Bikram Shah ; As Time 
Passes (USA/2022) by Jamil 
McGinnis; Under Her Skin (Qa-
tar, France, Algeria/2020) by 
Meriem Mesraoua; Tomorrow 
My Love (India/2021) by Gitan-
jali Rao; I am Afraid to Forget 
Your Face (Egypt, France, Qa-
tar, Belgium/2020) by Sameh 
Alaa and How My Grandmother 
Became a Chair (Germany, Leb-
anon, Qatar/2020) by Nicolas 
Fattouh.

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

AUDI Qatar recently donated 
QR100,000 to Qatar Cancer 
Society (QCS) in support of 
the Breast Cancer Awareness 
Month.

The donation is in line with 
Audi Qatar’s corporate social 
responsibility initiative to raise 
awareness of the disease in the 
country, with a percentage of 
the profits of cars sold in Octo-
ber donated to the organisation 
to assist in fighting and finding a 
cure for cancer.

“We are once again hon-
oured to partner with the Qatar 
Cancer Society,” said Ahmed 
Shariefi, managing director of 
Audi Qatar. “Our goal is to con-
tinue to contribute to finding a 
cure for the disease and provid-
ing even the biggest possible joy 
to those experiencing and af-
fected by the hardships of this 

disease.”
This marks the fifth year 

Audi Qatar has been associated 
with the Qatar Cancer Society in 
the efforts to raise awareness of 
the disease in the country. 

Audi Qatar also participated 
in a Gala dinner organised by 
the Qatar Cancer Society and 
supported by providing vehicles 

to transport guests to and from 
the event.

“We express our gratitude 
for the generous donation by 
Audi Qatar in the field of chari-
table and humanitarian work, 
especially in the health sec-
tor, and for the support for the 
awareness campaign by the Qa-
tar Cancer Society,” said Mona 

Ashkanani, general manager of 
Qatar Cancer Society. 

“Working with our part-
ners, such as Audi, will make 
the mission to prevent and curb 
the burden of cancer in Qatar 
an easier one by educating the 
community and supporting, em-
powering and advocating for the 
people living with cancer, and 
engaging professional develop-
ment and scientific research in 
the field of cancer. Since its in-
ception in 1997, Qatar Cancer 
Society has strived not to have a 
single patient on the waiting list 
for support,” added Ashkanani.

Qatar Cancer Society aims 
to make Qatar a leader in can-
cer prevention and seeks meth-
ods to control the disease in 
the country. Through its work, 
it also supports, empowers and 
advocates for individuals living 
with cancer and engages in pro-
fessional development and can-
cer research.

CULTURE MINISTER MEETS SOUTH KOREAN COUNTERPART

Minister of Culture HE Sheikh Abdulrahman bin Hamad Al Thani met with Minister of Culture, Sports and Tourism of South Korea Park Bo-gyoon 
and his accompanying delegation in Doha on Wednesday. During the meeting, they discussed aspects of joint cultural cooperation between the two 
countries. (QNA)

Maradona’s Legs A still from House in the Fields Salesman
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This fascinating architectural masterpiece with the beauty of its 
interlocking curved discs gives a voice to Qatar to introduce its rich 

heritage and culture, express the aspirations of its people, and 
enhance its cultural vision at the international level 

F
ROM the first sight while exploring this 
safe country on your way from Hamad 
International Airport (HIA) to the heart 
of downtown Doha all the way through 
the Corniche, you will be enchanted by a 

giant desert rose.
This fascinating architectural masterpiece, 

with the beauty of its interlocking curved discs, 
is the National Museum of Qatar, which is in-
spired by the country’s history and geological 
nature. It is a monument to the ancient past of 
Qatar and the Gulf region.

With the FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 
under way, the National Museum of Qatar is 
considered one of the most important destina-
tions and attractions that visitors to Qatar and 
football fans from all over the world can visit to 
enjoy the beauty of its historical treasures and 
explore Qatar’s heritage and past.

The National Museum of Qatar, which was 
inaugurated by the Amir His Highness Sheikh 
Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani, on March 27 in 
2019, presents a unique interactive experience 
that illustrate the development of life in Qatar, 
through an architectural masterpiece designed 
by international architect Jean Nouvel.

The National Museum of Qatar was built 
around the old palace of Sheikh Abdullah bin 
Jassim Al Thani (1880-1957), the son of the 
Founder of the modern State of Qatar. It is an 
old palace that has been restored, and was pre-
viously used as a residence for the ruling fam-
ily and the seat of the government, and later 
turned into the old Qatar National Museum.

Architect Nouvel, winner of the Pritzker 
Prize for Architecture, was inspired by the re-
gion’s distinctive natural crystal formations 
known as the ‘desert rose’, which 
appears in arid coastal regions and 
forms through the interaction of 
wind, sea spray and sand over thou-
sands of years.

The paint of the concrete surface 
of the museum goes well with the Qa-
tari desert environment, as it takes 
a colour similar to sand, so that the 
building appears as if it grew out of 
the earth.

Curved, interlocking discs that 
provide natural shadows are one of 
the design elements that enabled the 
Museum to win the Leadership in 
Energy and Environmental Design 
LED Gold Class Certification, and the 
GSAS Four Star Certification, mak-
ing it the first national museum in 
the world to achieve these advanced 
classifications.

In March 2020, the National Mu-
seum of Qatar won two prestigious 
awards in the sixth edition of the 
“Leading Cultural Destinations Net-
work” awards known as the “Oscar of 
Museums” at a ceremony held in the 
German capital, Berlin. It became the 
only organization to win two awards 
out of all the international cultural 
bodies participating in the event.

The interactive museum, with an 
amazing design, spread over an area 
of 40,000 square metres, tells the 
geological formation of the Qatar Peninsula 
through natural history and prehistory to our 
modern era, giving its visitors of different cul-
tures a rich experience to explore its immer-
sive environment and learn about Qatar’s past, 
present and future.

After crossing the main gate of the muse-
um, the visitor feels that he is in an amazing 
journey through time that summarises mil-
lions of years of intertwined heritage and cul-

tures through 11 galleries that extend over 1.5 
kilometers in a winding path that ends in the 
ancient historic palace of Sheikh Abdullah bin 
Jassim Al Thani.

Each hall is distinguished by its unique 
characteristics and integrated environment, as 
each one tells a chapter of the story of Qatar 
through a distinctive mixture of different me-
diums ranging from music, poetry, historical 
narratives, evocative aromas and artworks de-

signed specifically for display in the museum, 
in addition to the artistic films that are shown 
on the walls of the halls.

The galleries also contain an amazing collec-
tion of antiques, including the famous Baroda 
Carpet made of pearls, which was commissioned 
in 1865, embroidered with more than 1.5 million 
high-quality Gulf pearls and decorated with em-
eralds, diamonds and rubies, along with manu-
scripts, documents, photos, jewels and costumes. 

The museum gives a voice to Qatar to in-
troduce its rich heritage and culture, express 
the aspirations of its people and enhance its 
cultural vision at the international level. It 
also represents a center for discovery, creativ-
ity and community interaction, and a platform 
rich with diverse educational opportunities.

Similar to the design of the Museum that 
was inspired by nature, the design of the gift 
shop, which was done by the Japanese design-
er Koichi Takada, comes from Dahl Al-Misfir 
(Cave of Light) located in the heart of the State 
of Qatar. This design embodies Takada’s vision 
of the relationship between people and nature 
through a beautiful design of honey-coloured 
curved and interlocking wood pieces. The 
shop’s interior is made up of 40,000 wooden 
pieces assembled by hand like “jigsaw puzzles” 
by Italian carpenter Claudio Devoto and his 
team of craftsmen.

The gift shop at the National Museum of 
Qatar offers a wide range of carefully designed 
exclusive gifts, most of which are inspired by 
the history, heritage and culture of Qatar.

The National Museum of Qatar pays great 
attention to people with special needs, as it 
provides advanced sensory, visual and audio 
technologies, texts written in Braille, and prac-
tical activities that help them learn about the 
Museum’s contents. It also provides its blind 
visitors with specialized tours, assistive tech-
nology technologies, and audio guide devices.

The museum offers workshops, tours and 
programs specifically designed for people with 
learning disabilities. These tours include visits 
to family exhibitions and exposure to the muse-
um’s wide range of sensory and tactile elements.

The Museum is distinguished by its 
geographical location, located within a 
ring of diverse and converging tour-
ist places. For example, it is a short 
walking distance from the Museum of 
Islamic Art and the central waterfront 
promenade on the Doha Corniche, and 
the large traditional market “Souk Wa-
qif”, the Msheireb district in the heart 
of Doha, and much more.

It is easy to reach the Museum, 
especially by using the metro and get-
ting off at the National Museum sta-
tion within the “Golden Line”, or by 
private transportation, or by taxis avail-
able through the widely used “Karwa”, 
“Uber” and “Careem” applications. The 
distance between the museum and 
Hamad International Airport is about 
15 minutes. Football fans and guests of 
Qatar during the World Cup can enjoy 
the experience of visiting the Museum 
before heading to the stadiums to watch 
their favorite matches. For example, 
the “Golden Line” metro track connects 
the very close stations between two 
World Cup stadiums: Stadium 974 and 
Khalifa International Stadium.

Metrolink buses transport fans 
from bus stations to stadiums and 
drop them off within a few minutes’ 
walk from the stadiums.Through its 
website, the National Museum of Qa-
tar offers multiple options for book-

ing tickets. The general admission ticket to the 
Museum includes entry to its permanent exhi-
bitions, while entry to temporary special exhibi-
tions requires the purchase of separate tickets.

The Museum encourages its visitors to ex-
plore the story of Qatar and its people through 
its diverse and immersive experiences. It opens 
its doors to the public from Saturday to Thurs-
day from 9:00 to 19:00. On Friday, the Museum 
opens from 13:30 to 19:00. 

NATIONAL MUSEUM OF QATAR:    
A Desert Rose Documenting History



TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

THE ‘FIFA Qatar 2022 for All: 
Sharing the Joy of Refugees 
and Displaced Persons’ ini-
tiative launched by the State of 
Qatar has been praised by gov-
ernmental and local authori-
ties in many countries where 
Qatar Charity is supervising its 
implementation in cooperation 
with its partners.

The initiative, which was 
launched in conjunction with 
the Qatar World Cup 2022, 
aims to share the joy with the 
refugees and the displaced per-
sons inside the camps and al-
low them to watch the matches 
and enjoy the various World 
Cup activities in the camps of 
six countries: Jordan, Bangla-
desh, Sudan, Somalia, north-
ern Syria  and Kenya.

Somalia
In the Shbilli camp, the larg-
est camp for the displaced in 
Somalia, the Undersecretary 
of the Ministry of Sports and 
Youth in the Najal region, 
Saeed Hassan, shared with the 
displaced the joy of inaugu-
rating the fans’ area. He said: 
“We came here to share the joy 
of the displaced and refugees 
watching the World Cup, and 
I hope that this event will be a 
starting point for social cohe-
sion among the camp’s resi-
dents, adding that holding this 
great event in State of Qatar is 
a source of pride for Muslims 
and Arabs.”

For his part, Abdul Karim 
Adam Hussein, Social Affairs 
Officer of the Municipality of 
Jarowi, said: “This event con-

tributes to improving the psy-
chological state of the drought-
affected displaced people in 
the local community, and en-
hancing social care for them 
throughout the event, which 
lasts an entire month.”

Syrian interior
In northern Syria, the fans’ ar-
eas in the Al-Kaiba camp in the 
Al-Rai area had a remarkable 
presence of the displaced, with 
the participation of the Turkish 
Disaster and Emergency Man-
agement Coordinator (AFAD) 
in the city of Al-Rai. Niazi 
Demir, expressed his thanks 
to the State of Qatar and Qatar 
Charity for this initiative.

He said, “This initiative 
has a great impact, as more 
than 2,000 people who live in 
the camp are unable to partici-
pate or hold any social event. 
Thanks to the State of Qatar, 
and this initiative, this camp 
has become a special place to 
watch the matches and events 
of the 2022 World Cup and en-
joy them.”

Bangladesh
In the Bhasan Char camps, 
more than 6,000 Rohingya ref-
ugees, in addition to orphaned 

children sponsored by Qatar 
Charity in Bangladesh, enjoyed 
watching the 2022 FIFA World 
Cup matches.

The opening ceremony of 
the fans’ area in Bhasan Char 
camp was attended by many 
camp officials who expressed 
their gratitude to the State of 
Qatar and Qatar Charity. Tariq 
Al-Islam, a government official 
in the camp, said in his open-
ing speech: “The effort of Qatar 
Charity and other organisa-
tions is commendable, and I 
hope the refugees will enjoy 
the month-long even in a fun 
sports atmosphere.”

Darfur- Sudan
In Darfur, the fan zones were 
inaugurated in a sporting and 
cultural atmosphere with the 
participation of the displaced 
from the camps (Abu Shouk, 
Zamzam, and Abuja), in the 
presence of the Minister of 
Youth and Sports and several 
government officials.

Tajuddin Ibrahim Al-Taher, 
Commissioner for Voluntary 
Return and Resettlement in the 

Darfur state, thanked the State 
of Qatar for this initiative and 
described the establishment 
of areas for fans as a brilliant 
gesture by the organisers, and 
it will have a good impact and 
a great impact on the souls of 
the displaced and the citizens 
of North Darfur.

In addition to Qatar Char-
ity, several entities, the Minis-
try of Foreign Affairs, the Qatar 
Fund for Development, the Qa-
tar Red Crescent, the Supreme 
Committee for Delivery and 
Legacy, the Supreme Commit-
tee for Delivery and Legacy, 
and beIN Sports Network, are 
participating in organising the 
“FIFA Qatar 2022 for All: Shar-
ing the Joy of Refugees and 
Displaced” initiative.

‘FIFA Qatar 2022 for All’ 
initiative garners praise
n  Launched in 
conjunction with the 
Qatar World Cup 
2022, the initiative 
shares the World Cup 
joys with refugees 
and IDPs in six 
countries

QNA
DOHA

THE success of the State of Qa-
tar in embodying the dream of 
hosting the FIFA World Cup 
Qatar 2022 continues to im-
press the world as an inspiring 
experience worthy of apprecia-
tion, not only at the Arab level, 
but also at the global level.

Qatar’s successful hosting 
of the World Cup is not only 
acclaimed by football fans who 
flocked to Doha in thousands to 
attend the tournament, but also 
by senior international officials 
who witnessed an exceptional 
organisation that affirms Qatar’s 
fulfilment of its promises and 
reflects its pride in its authentic 
Arab and Islamic principles, as 
well as its belief in the ability of 
sports, particularly football, to 
bring people together.

In this context, Australian 
Minister of Sports Anika Wells, 
who attended the opening cer-
emony of the FIFA World Cup 
Qatar 2022 at Al Bayt Stadium, 
praised the all round progress 
that Qatar has made since win-
ning the honour of hosting the 
tournament, including legisla-
tion and reforms in the field of 
human rights.

In an interview with the 
CNN, the Minister noted that 
one of the most important les-
sons she had learnt during her 
talks with Qatari officials about 
their experience in organising 
the World Cup, especially since 
her country is set to host the 
FIFA Women’s World Cup next 
year, is “unifying the world 
with its different cultures and 
values in one place.” 

US Under Secretary of State 
for Public Diplomacy and Pub-
lic Affairs Elizabeth Allen ac-
knowledged the great progress 
made by the State of Qatar in 
the field of workers’ rights, as 
well as its commitment to im-
proving and developing it.

In an exclusive interview 
with the American Al-Hurra 
TV, Allen emphasised the im-
portance of focusing on the 
values of sport and its ability to 

bring together people from dif-
ferent countries of the world; 
pointing to the excellent atmos-
phere that dominated USA’s 
match against Wales, which 
was attended by several minis-
ters, as well as the US Secretary 
of State Anthony Blinken.

On the other hand, the US 
Under Secretary of State for 
Public Diplomacy and Public 
Affairs stressed the impor-
tance of the strategic dialogue 
between the United States and 
the State of Qatar, which was 
held between the two sides in 
conjunction with the World 
Cup, noting that it provides an 
opportunity to enhance cultur-
al and academic cooperation 
and student exchange.

In turn, Anil Shilin, a re-
searcher at the Quincy Institute 
in Washington, said in an in-
terview with the American Al-
Hurra TV that the convening the 
fifth Qatar-US Strategic Dialogue 
in conjunction with the World 
Cup is considered a support for 
Qatar’s efforts to host the FIFA 
World Cup Qatar 2022.

The opening ceremony of 
the FIFA World Cup Qatar 
2022 continues to attract more 
admiration and respect for its 
impressive organisation and its 
lofty messages sent by the State 
of Qatar on this global occasion.

In this context, Moroc-
co Coach Hicham El Idrissi 
praised the selection of the 
young Qatari Ghanem Muham-
mad Al Muftah, who is an in-
spiring personality to Arab and 
Gulf youth and sends a mes-
sage that perseverance, hard 
work and faith must bear fruit.

El Idrissi told Moroccan TV 
MEDI 1 that choosing to recite 
verses from the Holy Quran at 
the beginning of the ceremony 
also sent a beautiful message 
that we give examples and les-
sons to the West, not the other 
way around.

In this regard, the Moroc-
can coach affirmed that the 
State of Qatar fulfilled today 
what it had promised and has 
reached what it aspired to.

Qatar’s resounding 
World Cup 2022 
success receives 
worldwide acclaim

SANTHOSH CHANDRAN
DOHA

THE FIFA World Cup Qatar 
2022 has transformed popu-
lar tourist spots in Qatar into a 
photographers’ delight. 

One can spot professional 
photographers, as well as am-
ateurs, from all over the world 
on the rock-paved streets and 
narrow alleys of Souq Waqif, 
as well as on the beautiful 
premises of the Cultural Vil-
lage Foundation (Katara). Al 
Wakra is another favourite lo-
cation for photographers.

An amateur Indian pho-
tographer told Qatar Tribune: 
“The beautifully lit-up Ka-
tara, combined with pleasant 
weather conditions, makes 
photography easier. The 
World Cup is also a rare op-
portunity to meet people from 
different parts of the world. 
Donning diverse costumes, 
they also highlight the culture 
of their countries.”

The football fans are also 
not reluctant to pose for pho-
tographs. “They are not at all 
shy and are ready to spend 
time with photographers for 
better frames. FIFA World 
Cup is an opportunity to con-
nect peoples. By posting and 
sharing photos on social me-

dia pages, I’m connecting 
more and more people across 
the world,” an amateur pho-
tographer said.

A large number of visitors 
find Souq Waqif in Doha and 
Al Wakra  comfortable loca-
tions for gathering, dining, 
shopping and chatting. Souq 
Waqif is also a favourite desti-
nation for shopping for spices 
and perfumes.  

Restaurants and shops are 
decorated with the flags of the 
countries participating in the 
World Cup, as the event pro-
vides good business to shops 

that sell nuts, Arabic sweets, 
antiques, etc. 

A salesman at an antique 
shop said, “Now, Souq Waqif is 
a ‘global street’; the entire world 
has gathered at a single spot. 
The visitors from Europe are 
particularly interested in leather 
products, spices and sweets. The 

celebratory vibes and the fra-
grance of spices and perfumes 
attract visitors to the Souq.”  

An expatriate and a senior 
employee at Qatar Energy said, 
“Souq Waqif is the most hap-
pening place in Doha. Roam-
ing around the rock-paved 
streets and narrow corridors 
of the spice and cloth market is 
a unique experience. Now, it’s 
an opportunity to meet people 
from different walks of life and 
different parts of the world.”

Shutterbugs can’t get enough of Qatar in their cameras
From Souq Waqif to Katara, professional 
photographers and amateurs can be seen 
clicking away the many picturesque sights

The World Cup is also a rare opportunity to meet people from dif-
ferent parts of the world who are donning diverse costumes from 
traditional to trendy to quirky. PHOTOS: AFSAL ABDULLA
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Britain sending helicopters to 
Ukraine ‘for first time’ in war

DPA 
LONDON

The British Ministry of De-
fence has announced it will 
send helicopters to Ukraine for 
the first time since the war be-
gan.

Defence Secretary Ben Wal-
lace said it will be the first time 
piloted aircraft were sent to the 
war-torn nation since Russia’s 
invasion.

According to the BBC, three 
former Sea King helicopters 
will be provided. The first of 
which has already arrived in 
Ukraine.

Wallace, who made the an-
nouncement from Oslo where 
he is meeting allies to discuss 
ongoing military support for 
Kiev, added that Britain will 
also send an additional 10,000 
artillery rounds.

It comes after Prime Minis-
ter Rishi Sunak used a visit to 
the Ukrainian capital to set out 
a new £50m ($59.5m) package 
of defence aid which included 
125 anti-aircraft guns and 
equipment to counter Iranian-

supplied drones.
During a visit to Norway, 

Wallace said: “Our support for 
Ukraine is unwavering. These 
additional artillery rounds will 

help Ukraine to secure the land 
it has reclaimed from Russia 
in recent weeks.” The Royal 
Navy provided six weeks’ train-
ing on Sea Kings in Britain for 
Ukraine’s armed forces and 
engineers, the Ministry of De-
fence said.

The fresh support follows a 
commitment to provide 1,000 
surface-to-air missiles and 125 
anti-aircraft guns.

Wallace is in Norway meet-
ing allied defence ministers on 
the hMS Queen elizabeth air-
craft carrier.

The fresh support follows a 
commitment to provide 
about 1,000 surface-to-air 
missiles and 125 anti-air-
craft guns. 

Boy, 6, survives two 
days under rubble after 
Indonesian quake

DPA 
JAKARTA 

A 6-year-old boy was rescued 
from rubble two days after a 
magnitude-5.6 earthquake 
devastated a district in Indo-
nesia’s West Java province, 
leaving at least 271 dead, a 
rescue official said Wednes-
day.

The boy, named Azka, was 
found alive under the ruins of 
a house in the Nagrek village 
of Cianjur district on Wednes-
day morning, about 40 hours 
after Monday’s quake, said 
Aman Riyanto, a fireman who 
took part in the rescue.

“he was still breathing. 

Thank God he was safe and 
immediately received treat-
ment,” Riyanto said.

Many of those killed in 
the disaster were children at-
tending religious classes in 
mosques after school, officials 
said.

The National Disaster 
Management Agency said the 
death toll rose to 271 after 
three more bodies were found 
on Wednesday.

The number of people 
listed as missing dropped to 
40, from 151 a day earlier, said 
agency head Suharyanto.

“Our focus is to find those 
still missing for the next three 
days,” he told reporters.

More than 1,000 people 
were injured and 58,000 dis-
placed after the quake, which 
unleashed landslides that bur-
ied homes and people alike, 
according to the agency.

More than 2,300 buildings 
and homes were damaged, 
with many reduced to rubble.

The quake struck at 1:21 pm 
(0621 GMT) with the epicen-
tre 10 kilometres south-west 

of Cianjur, the National Me-
teorological, Geophysical and 
Climatological Agency said.

The quake caused high-
rise buildings in Jakarta to 
sway, prompting residents 
and office workers to rush out 
in panic.

Indonesia sits on the Pacif-
ic Ring of Fire, an area noted 
for frequent earthquakes and 
volcanic eruptions.

More than 1,000 people were injured and 
58,000 displaced after the quake. 

Residents move to a safer place after a 3.9-magnitude aftershock in 
Cugenang, Cianjur on Wednesday, following a 5.6-magnitude earth-
quake that hit the area on November 21.
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ANKARA:  At least 80 people were injured when a 5.9-magnitude 
earthquake rattled western Turkey early on Wednesday, state 
news channel TRT reported. One person was seriously injured 
after jumping out of a window in panic, broadcaster CNN Türk 
reported. The epicentre was located in the Black Sea province 
of Düzce, disaster control authority AFAD said, but tremors 
could be felt as far away as Istanbul, some 200 kilometres from 
Düzce, and Ankara at around 4 am (0100 GMT). The quake was 
followed by at least 100 aftershocks, according to AFAD. The 
US Geological Survey recorded the magnitude as 6.1, while the 
European-Mediterranean Seismological Centre (EMSC) spoke of 
a magnitude-6 quake. The mayor of Düzce, Faruk Özlü, told CNN 
Türk that panic had broken out among citizens, but so far there 
were no reports of casualties or of anyone seriously injured. 
There has so far also been no significant damage to buildings, 
Özlü said. AFAD announced it was interrupting power supply 
in the region for control purposes and urged people to remain 
calm. Turkey lies on both the Eurasian and the African tectonic 
plate, which makes it a hotspot for seismic activity. One of the 
most serious quakes of the past years occurred in October 
2020 in the city of Izmir on the Aegean Sea, in which more than 
100 people died. In November 1999, a 6.3-magnitude quake 
killed about 900 people in the Düzce region. In September of 
the same year, a particularly strong quake with a magnitude of 
7.4 claimed the lives of more than 17,100 people in the region 
around the industrial city of Izmit, about 130 kilometres away.
Experts also expect a strong quake for Turkey’s largest city Istan-
bul in the near future. 

At least 80 injured after magnitude-5.9 
quake strikes western Turkey

News 
in brief

Seven killed in Virginia Walmart 
store shooting
WASHINGTON: Seven people were killed in a shooting at a 
Walmart supermarket in Chesapeake, Virginia, Tuesday night, 
reports quoting local police said. The gunman opened fire target-
ing the staff at the store in a break room before killing himself, 
Chesapeake police said. The assailant is believed to be an 
employee or former employee of the store, CNN quoted a law 
enforcement official as saying. The incident occurred at 10:12 
pm (0312 GMT on Wednesday) as the store was nearing closing 
time. At least five victims of the shooting were being treated for 
their injuries at Sentara General Hospital in Norfolk.
THIS is the latest incident in a spate of mass shootings in 
the United States. Five people were killed and 17 others were 
wounded in a shooting at an LGBTQ club in Colorado Saturday.
TUESDAy’S attack was the second shooting in a Walmart store. 
Three years ago, a gunman had opened fire at a Walmart store 
in El Paso, Texas, killing 23 people. There have been 606 mass 
shootings in 37 US states this year, and 36 of them were 
deadly, according to Gun Violence Archive (GVA), which tracks 
gun violence in the country. (DPA)

Turkey says it has attacked 471 targets 
in offensive against Kurds

ISTANBUL:  Turkey’s armed forces have attacked 471 targets 
since the beginning of the latest military offensive in northern 
Iraq and Syria. A total of “254 terrorists have been neutralised,” 
Turkish Defence Minister Hulusi Akar said on Wednesday. “The 
operation will continue with attacks from the air and with land-
based guns,” Akar added. He gave no details about possible 
civilian casualties. The details of the attacks and the number of 
casualties could not be independently verified. Since Saturday 
night, Turkey has been carrying out airstrikes on the Syrian Kurd-
ish militia the People’s Defence Units (yPG) in northern Syria 
and on the outlawed Kurdistan Workers’ Party (PKK) in northern 
Iraq. Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan has signalled that 
his country will launch ground offensives to follow up on recent 
airstrikes on Kurdish positions in Syria and Iraq. The Turkish 
government has linked its airstrikes to an attack on Istanbul’s 
Istiklal shopping street over a week ago. It sees the yPG and 
the PKK as the masterminds behind the attack, but both have 
denied this. The investigation is still ongoing, the exact circum-
stances of the attack are unclear. (DPA)

deaths, blackouts as cities 
are pounded in Ukraine

AGENCIES 

RUSSIAN attacks in Kyiv have 
killed at least four people and 
cut water and power supplies 
in the capital, according to 
Ukrainian authorities.

Raids across the nation 
have also knocked out the pow-
er in several other cities, and 
caused blackouts in Moldova.

The european Parliament 
labels Russia a state sponsor of 
terrorism.

An overnight Russian 
rocket attack struck a hospital 
maternity ward in Vilniansk, 
near Zaporizhzhia city, killing 
a newborn baby, says Ukraine.

Anton Gerashchenko, an 
adviser to the minister of inter-
nal affairs of Ukraine, tweeted 
that the death toll due to the 
recent attacks in Kyiv has 
reached four.

Gerashchenko said, “4 dead 
and 21 wounded after a Rus-
sian rocket hit a residential 
building in Vyshhorod, Kyiv 
suburb. Terrorists.” 

The european Parliament’s 
website was hit by a cyberat-
tack hours after lawmakers 
designated Russia as a “state 
sponsor of terrorism”. 

european Parliament 
spokesman Jaume Duch said 
in a tweet, “The availability of 
@europarl_eN website is cur-
rently impacted from outside 
due to high levels of external 
network traffic. This traffic 
is related to a DDOS attack 
(Distributed Denial of Service) 
event.” 

The european Parliament 
has declared Russia a “state 
sponsor of terrorism”, saying 

Moscow’s “deliberate attacks 
and atrocities” in Ukraine vio-
late human rights and interna-
tional humanitarian laws. 

european lawmakers 
passed the resolution on 
Wednesday with 494 members 
voting in favour, 58 against and 
44 abstaining.

“The deliberate attacks and 
atrocities carried out by the 
Russian Federation against the 
civilian population of Ukraine, 

the destruction of civilian in-
frastructure and other serious 
violations of human rights and 
international humanitarian 
law amount to acts of terror,” 
the resolution said.

however, the move is large-
ly symbolic as the european 
Union has no legal framework 
to back it up.

Ukrainian President Volo-
dymyr Zelenskyy welcomed the 
vote, saying, “Russia must be 
isolated at all levels and held 
accountable.” Zelenskyy urged 
the United States and other 
countries to follow suit as he 
accused Moscow of targeting 
civilians, an allegation Russia 
denies.

The eU, US and United 
Kingdom have already imposed 
unprecedented sanctions on 
Russia over its war in Ukraine.

But US Secretary of State 
Antony Blinken has so far re-
fused to place Russia on a “ter-
rorism” list despite resolutions 
in both chambers of Congress 
urging him to do so.

Currently, the US State 
Department considers Cuba, 
North Korea, Iran and Syria as 
“state sponsors of terrorism”, 
meaning they are subject to a 
defence export ban and finan-
cial restrictions.

Four eU members – Lithu-
ania, Latvia, estonia and Po-
land – have so far designated 
Russia as a “state sponsor of 
terrorism”, according to the 
european Parliamentary Re-
search Service.

The European 
Parliament yesterday 
declared Russia a 
“state sponsor of 
terrorism”. 

Rescuers clear debris of the destroyed two-storey maternity building 
in the town of Vilnyansk, southern Zaporizhzhia region, on Wednesday, 
amid the Russian invasion of Ukraine.

Thieves steal gold treasure worth 
millions from Bavarian museum
The cache of 450 gold 
coins was discovered 
in Manching, a town 
near Ingolstadt, in 
1999. The discovery 
was the largest Celtic 
gold find in the last 
century.

DPA 
AUGSBURG 

BURGLARS that broke into a 
museum in the Upper Bavar-
ian town of Manching made 
off with gold treasure from 
the Celtic period worth several 
million euros.

The thieves broke into the 
Celts and Romans Museum 
during the night between 
Monday and Tuesday and 
stole the gold, Bavarian police 

reported.
The cache of 450 gold coins 

was discovered in Manching, a 
town near Ingolstadt, in 1999. 
The discovery was the larg-
est Celtic gold find in the last 
century. It has been on public 
display since 2006.

The area was once the 

site of a large Celtic settle-
ment known as the Oppidum 
of Manching. Archaeologists 
continue to actively explore 
the area and the Bavarian of-
fice for historical preservation 
considers it among the most 
important archaeological sites 
north of the Alps.

A policeman fixes a barrier tape on Wednesday in the exhibition room of 
the Celtic and Roman museum in Manching, southern Germany, where a 
hoard of Celtic coins was on display before the treasure was stolen. 

Bomb attack by 
dutch army in 

afghanistan was 
unlawful, court rules

DPA 
THE HAGUE 

A bomb attack by the Dutch 
army on a residential building 
in Afghanistan in 2007 that 
killed 20 people was unlawful, 
a court in The hague ruled on 
Wednesday.

The court ordered the state 
to pay damages to the families 
of the victims. The court up-
held a complaint by four rela-
tives.

In 2007, Dutch units 
bombed a housing complex in 
Uruzgan province in the fight 
against the Taliban, although 
it was known that citizens lived 
there. The Netherlands had 
claimed that it was a military 
target.

In the court’s opinion there 
was insufficient evidence that 
the Taliban had also used the 
building for military purpos-
es. The state can still appeal 
against the verdict.



Tribune news neTwork
Doha

QNB, the Official Middle East 
and Africa Supporter of the 
FIFA World Cup 2022, has or-
ganised a rich programme of 
events and activities for foot-
ball fans at Lusail Stadium to 
celebrate the FIFA World Cup 
Qatar 2022.

The Bank hosted an exclu-
sive entertainment programme 
packed with exciting entertain-
ment for residents and visitors 
coming to Qatar from all over 
the world to embark on an 
experience of a lifetime. The 
programme includes a range 
of football competitions and 
activities to continue rising en-
thusiasm and football passion. 

Tik Tok star Khaby Lame, 
who is the world’s most fol-
lowed person on the social 
media platform and the QNB 
Group’s Official FIFA World 
Cup 2022 Brand Ambassador, 
made a special appearance in 
the iconic stadium during the 
historic game of the Saudi na-
tional team against Argentina, 
bringing joy to   
   football fans.

Lame’s participation was 
marked by joyful moments 
where football fans imitated 
his famous signature hand ges-
ture and took souvenir photos 
with him to capture these spe-
cial moments.

QNB also shared the joy of 
the Saudi fans at Lusail Sta-
dium after their historic World 
Cup win over Argentina.

The entertainment activi-
ties come as part of the bank’s 
celebration of the first-ever 
World Cup in the Arab world 
and the Middle East, and its 
keenness to provide a unique 
opportunity for fans inspired by 
the passion of the tournament.

QNB Group Communica-
tions General Manager Heba 
Ali Al Tamimi said, “QNB has 
designed a high-energy enter-
tainment programme creating 
memorable moments and un-
forgettable experiences for fans 
throughout the FIFA World 

Cup Qatar 2022. We look for-
ward to welcoming fans from 
across the globe in the QNB 
booth for a celebration of the 
beautiful game through our 

various activities and games.”
QNB Group, currently 

ranked as the most valuable 
bank brand in the Middle East 
and Africa, is proud to be the 

Official Middle East and Africa 
Supporter of the FIFA World 
Cup 2022.

Through its subsidiaries 
and associate companies, the 

Group extends to more than 
30 countries across three con-
tinents providing a compre-
hensive range of advanced 
products and services. The 

total number of employees 
is 27,000 operating through 
1000 locations, with an ATM 
network of more than 4,700 
machines.

saTyendra PaThak 
Doha 

KEEpING pace with the exceptionally 
enthusiastic atmosphere the ongoing 
FIFA World Cup 2022 has created 
in Qatar, QIIB organised a sporting 
event including a live telecast on a 
giant screen of the match between 
Spain and Costa Rica in the group 
stage matches on Wednesday.

The event, which took place at 
the Sharq Village, was attended by 
QIIB Chairman Sheikh Khalid bin 
Thani bin Abdullah Al Thani, board 
of directors, board members, and the 
chief executive officer. The event was 
also attended by QIIB customers, em-
ployees, and media persons.

In a statement issued on the oc-
casion, Sheikh Khalid said, “We are 
committed to celebrating, support-
ing, and interacting with the most 
important global event with all our 
capabilities, whether at the level of 
institutions or individuals.

“QIIB has always been a pioneer 
in supporting sports and contribut-
ing to sporting events and the values 
that they represent, which include 
human and cultural interaction, 
openness to the experiences of other 
peoples, and belief in the power of 
sport and its ability to bridge coun-
tries and peoples.”

He said, “We have intended to 
hold this event today in this place to 
experience being at the heart of the 
event, literally. As you are aware, 
Stadium 974 is only a few hundred 
meters away from our event, and the 
largest FIFA fan zone, Doha Corniche, 
is just a few meters away. We hope 
that the participants enjoy this event 

and all the other sporting events, in-
cluding matches and the accompany-
ing celebrations and festivities.”

Expressing his good wishes to the 
Qatari team for the upcoming match-
es, he said, “I wish good luck to the Al 
Annabi team in its upcoming match-
es. All the particulars of Qatar’s par-
ticipation in the World Cup, starting 
from the meticulous organisation to 
the warm welcoming of fans and to 
the national team’s preparations, are 
part of the picture that integrates to 
form a beautiful painting throughout 
our beloved country.”

He said, “We are confident that 
FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 will 

be the best-ever world cup tourna-
ment. Certainly, we applaud the tre-
mendous efforts exerted by all the 
organisers of the tournament, and 
salute the efforts of everyone who 
contributed to reaching this mo-
ment that represents pride for every 
Qatari and every Arab, because Qa-
tar’s success is a success for all.”

Talking to Qatar Tribune on the 
sidelines of the event, QIIB Chief 
Executive Officer Dr Abdulbasit 
Ahmed Al Shaibei said, “It is amaz-
ing to see how the world is reacting 
to FIFA World Cup 2022 happening 
in Qatar. The whole world is talking 
about us. As one of the leading banks 

in Qatar, QIIB would like to be part 
of this success.”

“I have personally watched some 
of the matches in the stadiums and 
was quite amazed to see the facili-
ties. I am quite optimistic that this 
world cup will be a huge success,” he 
said. 

Shaibei said, “In these moments 
of joy and celebration, we would like 
to express our special thanks to Visa 
International. We are holding this 
event today in partnership with Visa, 
and in fact, this is a strategic partner-
ship. FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 has 
demonstrated its importance, as a lot 
of campaigns were geared to engage 

our customers in the World Cup and 
satisfy the passion of football fans by 
watching this exceptional event by all 
measures.”

Shaibei said, “Alike other stake-
holders of the banking sector in Qa-
tar, QIIB participates in providing 
all possible facilities and services in 
order to carry out its duty in deliv-
ering a successful FIFA World Cup 
Qatar 2022 event, which has proved 
to be an exceptional and unique edi-
tion, in the opinion of fair-minded 
and neutral individuals, in view of 
the facilities provided and impres-
sive organisational capabilities 
shown by Qatar.”

Qatar World Cup will be the best-ever: QIIB chairman

QNB holds exclusive events for 
FIFA WC fans at Lusail Stadium
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Qatar’s equity 
market set to 
benefit hugely 
from hosting of 
FIFA World 
Cup: Experts 
pAge 11

The Bank hosted an exclusive entertainment programme packed with exciting entertainment for residents and visitors coming to Qatar from all over the world to embark on an                       
experience of a lifetime. The programme includes a range of football competitions and activities to continue rising enthusiasm and football passion.

QIIB Chairman Sheikh Khalid bin Thani bin Abdullah Al Thani and QIIB Chief Executive Officer Dr Abdulbasit Ahmed Al Shaibei at the QIIB event in Doha on Wednesday. 



Satyendra Pathak
Doha

Qatar is gearing up for a FIFa World Cup 
equity market boom as the country’s stock 
exchange is all set to benefit hugely from the 
upcoming massive event.

With over $4bn of foreign inflows in the 
first ten months of this year alone, equity mar-
ket experts say that Qatar’s stock market, like 
most of the previous FIFa World Cup host 
markets, has outperformed peers in the run-
up to the mega event and is expected to con-
tinue along similar lines in the year after the 
tournament.

Historically, equity markets of FIFa World 
Cup host countries have, on average, outper-
formed peers. the average MSCI country stock 
market index of host nations of the previous 
seven FIFa World Cups, excluding outlier Bra-
zil, grew by 21.8 percent in the year leading up 
to the World Cup and by 13.4 percent in the 
year after, compared to the MSCI World Index 
average growth of 4.3 percent and 9.5 percent 
respectively.

Brazil’s MSCI Index was an outlier and de-
clined by 34 percent in the year after the final 
match in 2014. that drop was on account of 
domestic economic conditions, a political cri-
sis, and high inflation prevalent at the time, 
analysts say.

While 2022 remains an extraordinary year 
with global stock markets bearing the brunt 
of central banks across the world hiking in-
terest rates and turning off the supply of easy 
money - started during the pandemic - as they 
attempt to fight inflation, Qatar’s stock market 
has not been immune either.

the QSE Index, which measures the 20 
largest and most liquid stocks in Qatar, appre-
ciated as much as 24.7 percent from the start 
of 2022 to april 11, 2022, but then declined to 
almost flattish territory in late June and was 
again up by 12.1 percent year to date on Sep-
tember 05, 2022.

While that may not seem a lot, it still puts 
the QSE Index as a relative outperformer 
among most major regional and global mar-
kets in the first eight months of this year, as 
per the latest data available.

“While the country has been preparing 
for the World Cup for more than a decade, to 
focus on a short period of stock performance 
won’t be a fair reflection. If we look at the per-
formance of Qatar’s stock market in the last 
five years, when the pace of World Cup prepa-
rations and development work really acceler-
ated, Qatar’s stock market is up more than 50 
percent. In the same period, the broad index of 
emerging market equity is down more than 20 
percent, while the global equity indices are up 
around 15 to 18 percent. this shows that Qatar 
has outperformed very strongly in the last five 
years compared to other regional and global 
markets,” akber Khan, senior director of asset 
management at Doha-based al rayan Invest-
ment, said.

‘Show off a developed Qatar’
Since 2010 when Qatar won the rights to 

host the world cup, the state has spent more 
than $300bn to upgrade its infrastructure in-
cluding the Doha Metro, thousands of kilome-
tres of local roads and highways, a new port, 
a new airport, and even a new city as well as 
boosting its oil and gas facilities.

“this has really pulled forward numerous 
medium-term development projects which 
would have been completed by the end of this 
decade but are already finished to show off a 
developed Qatar during the World Cup,” Khan 
added.

World Cup’s gains on the Qatar Stock Ex-
change (QSE) are expected to carry into the 
next year as well, primarily from construction, 
real estate, tourism, and retail spending that 
trickles down to the exchange-listed compa-
nies and the broader economy as a whole.

“Specifically, Qatar’s objective is to use 

the event as a springboard to showcase its 
offerings, and hopefully boost international 
tourist arrivals from 2.1 million in 2019 to 
6 million per year by 2030,” said Saugata 
Sarkar, head of research at QNB Financial 
Services (QNBFS).

Qatari equities are already in an invest-
ment sweet spot benefiting from unique 
tailwinds. adding to high oil and gas prices, 
significant net foreign investment flows given 
Qatar’s status as a safe haven, the upcoming 
World Cup, there’s also the expansion of its 
LNG facilities that the country has under-
taken which will nearly double its gas output, 
catapulting it to the pole position.

“We believe that these drivers could be 
largely priced into the market but should pro-
vide the QSE Index with high-quality catalysts 
that help grow or stabilise the market despite 
the overall prevalent global risk-off backdrop,” 
Sarkar said.

“While we cannot rule out near-term 
volatility in the market, we continue to re-
main bullish longer-term on Qatari stocks 
given their defensive characteristics backed 
by their strong fundamentals. Net-net, we ex-
pect strong results from Qatari companies in 
2022 largely driven by the FIFa World Cup,” 
he added.

the spoiler will be the war in Ukraine, he 
cautioned, which is keeping both Qatari and 
global indices volatile.

However, what works in Qatar’s favour as 
the world deals with the possibility of a reces-
sion is the fact that the country’s economic 
growth is tied to its gas production.

With new demand coming from Europe 
because of the Ukraine war and the fact that 
Qatar is the “lowest-cost” producer, “it is bet-
ter prepared to absorb the negative impact a 
recession may have on energy prices,” said 
Mohsin Mujtaba, director, of product and de-
velopment, QSE. that will also be attractive 
to foreign investors as they look to rebalance 
their portfolios in the face of a global slow-
down, he added.

Mujtaba said, “Qatar Stock Exchange has 
by far outperformed global markets during the 
last two decades underpinned by economic 
growth on the back of LNG expansion, infra-
structure investment, and hosting of global 
sporting events.”

today, Qatar is home to the largest LNG 
producer in the world, the largest bank in 
the middle east, the best airline in the 
world, the best airport in the world, and 
host to the biggest sporting event in the 
world in 2022.

Historically, he said, “World cup 
host countries have provided re-
turns of 35-45 percent (except for 
Brazil) during the three years win-
dow around the world cup event. 
Qatar is halfway through this pe-
riod and follows the same trend 

providing around 22 percent return.”
the Qatari market has gained around 22 

percent during the last three years, while the 
average daily traded value (aDtV) more than 
doubled during the same period.

In addition, he said, “During the first three 
quarters of 2022, foreign investment inflows 
at QSE have been more than the previous 
three years combined.”

“High oil and gas prices, significant net 
foreign investment flows given Qatar’s status 
as an investment safe-haven, the upcoming 
FIFa World Cup Qatar 2022 and game-chang-
ing LNG expansion provide meaningful driv-
ers for the QSE in 2022,” Mujtaba said.

Going forward, he said, “Qatar’s huge LNG 
expansion plan will drive overall demand and 
growth for the investment case into the stock 
market. the LNG expansion will see Qatar’s 
overall LNG output increase by 64 percent to 
reach 126 million tons per annum (MtPa), 
from the current 77 MtPa. Qatar exported an 
estimated 80.2 million tons of LNG in 2021.”

Highlighting the ESG advantage of Qatar’s 
stock market, Muj- taba said, “LNG pro-
duces 40 percent less carbon di-
oxide (CO2) than c o a l 
and 30 percent less 
than oil, which 
makes it the 
cleanest of 
the fossil 
fuels pro-
viding QSE 
a natural 
ESG ad-
vantage 
c o m -
p a r e d 
to the 
re-

gion.”
“With excessive budget and trade sur-

pluses, the government spending in Qatar is 
expected to continue and on the back of la-
bour reforms already achieved provide a com-
petitive environment to attract global talent in 
other economic sectors providing the impetus 
for non-hydrocarbon growth,” he said.

Long-term impact
according to regional equity experts, the 

projects initiated by the government of Qa-
tar to host FIFa 2022 will have a long-term 
impact on listed companies across various              
sectors.

MENa BDSwiss CEO Daniel takieddine 
said in an email said while the hundreds of 
thousands of visitors coming for the short 
period of time during which the matches 
will be held will have an immediate impact, 
“more lasting consequences on the economy 
and financial markets in the country could 
be recorded. the widely followed event could 
draw attention from individuals and compa-
nies alike to Qatar as a tourism spot and as 
an investment destination boosting inflows of         
capital.”

Oliver Kent, managing director at Dubai-
based ZK Sports & Entertainment, said he 
looks at the world cup as “just the start of a se-
ries of large-scale events that will draw visitors 
in large numbers, boosting the tourism sector 
over the longer term” citing a Formula 1 race 
and the 2023 asia Cup that the country will 
host next year.

While clearly, the main beneficiaries will 
be the hospitality industry including the ho-
tels, malls, shops, and retail, akbar said, a 
number of small and mid-cap companies that 
won contracts over the last several years as 
suppliers to larger firms that the government 
has given out will equally benefit.

“this actually is unique to Qatar because 
previous world cups and probably the sub-
sequent world cups have been in countries 
which are much larger where the impact of 
one or two million people visiting a country 
with hundreds of millions of population will 
be much diluted versus coming to a popula-
tion of 3 million. the visitors that are coming 
will be in a very concentrated area so the im-
pact will be all the greater compared to other 
host countries,” akber said.

“It is not just Qatar that will benefit, it is 
also the regional countries that will benefit 
from the World Cup. Listed companies across 

Gulf countries in a large number of sectors 
including transport, and hospitality in 

particular will benefit. So, the region-
al impact of the world cup will also 

be very, very significant,” he said.

Qatar’s equity market set to benefit hugely 
from hosting of FIFA World Cup: Experts
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MENA BDSwiss CEO Daniel Takieddine ZK Sports & Entertainment MD Oliver Kent
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Deputy Prime Minister and 
Minister of Foreign Affairs 
HE Sheikh Mohammed bin 
Abdulrahman Al Thani met 
on Wednesday with Minister 
of Foreign Affairs, European 
Affairs and Foreign Trade 
and the Federal Cultural 
Institutions in the Kingdom of 
Belgium Hadja Lahbib, who is 
currently visiting the country 
to attend the FIFA World Cup 
Qatar 2022. The meeting 
reviewed bilateral coopera-
tion, particularly in  energy, 
and Qatar’s efforts in the field 
of human rights, in addition to 
developments in the Middle 
East and Afghanistan, and 
the latest of the nuclear talks. 
(QNA)

Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign Affairs HE Sheikh Mohammed bin Abdulrahman Al Thani 
met on Wednesday with Second Vice President of the Republic of Costa Rica and Minister of Sports 
Mary Munive Angermuller, who is visiting the country to attend the FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022. During 
the meeting, they discussed bilateral relations between the two countries, especially in the cultural field, 
and Qatar’s distinguished hosting of the FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022. (QNA)

Fan Zones: 
Where all fans
live football

MERIAM JELLITI
DOHA 

THE millions of football fans who have 
arrived in Qatar from all over the world 
to watch the FIFA World Cup Qatar 
2022 matches are experiencing an out-
standing sporting atmosphere in the 
host country.

The Fan Zones at Al Bidda, Souq 
Waqif and the Corniche, are the most 
sought-after destinations for football 
fans to enjoy and live the celebration. 
The fans  are of the opinion that Qatar 
has portrayed the honourable image of 
the Arab and Islamic world by hosting 
the World Cup.

A group of England supporters spot-
ted at the Corniche said that the mo-
ment they set foot at Hamad Interna-
tional Airport they knew they are in for 
a whole new level of a World Cup. Ja-
cob, one of the English supporters, said 
he was impressed by the fact that the 
stadiums, Fan Zones and all tourist des-
tinations are close to one another. This 
has helped him tour the country better 
and enjoy as many events as possible 
while getting a closer look at the Qatari 
culture.

“The successful organisation and 
distribution of events at several loca-
tions, taking into account the facilita-
tion of access to and exit from all World 
Cup stadiums, is impressive. The venues 
are accessible by free-of-charge metro 
service and it has greatly facilitated the 
movement of fans,” he explained 

Al Bidda and Souq Waqif reflect 
one-of-a-kind image of this version of 

the World Cup, where tens of thousands 
of fans flock to enjoy the football vibe 
and the events being held on the side-
lines of the tournament.

Arab supporters are seen engaging 
in group cheering, each one is wear-
ing the jersey representing his country.  
“The development of Qatar in all fields 
is incredible, and the tolerance of the 
Qatari people and the way they are en-
gaging with us and cheering up our team 
are heartwarming. The Qatari hospitali-
ty and the preservation of their customs, 
traditions and national identity are seen 
clearly everywhere. I find it a very hon-
ourable aspect of all Arabs,” said Sami, a 
Tunisian supporter, who said he’s never 
missed a day without coming to Souq 
Waqif and show support to his team.

Al Bidda is also witnessing a great 
turnout of guests and fans of the World 
Cup. The varied activities on the main 
stage include musical shows, Arabic 
songs, international music and DJs 
throughout the day. 

During this daily festive atmosphere, 
fans were spotted happily engaging 
with their friends and families. Many 
of them have embraced the culture in 
their own way by wearing ‘ghutras’ and 
headscarves in the colours of the flags of 
their countries, in addition to their team 
jerseys, chanting songs to support their 
teams.

The festival seem to have a harmo-
nious and joyful spirit, as beyond all 
cultural differences and backgrounds, 
football is the common and solo way for 
people to get together and celebrate in 
one spirit.

Darb Al Saai events to kick 
off in Umm Salal tomorrow

QNA
DOHA

DARB Al Saai activities to mark Qa-
tar National Day, which is celebrated 
on December 18 each year, will kick 
off on Friday under the slogan ‘Our 
Unity is the Source of Our Strength’ 
on its permanent venue in Umm 
Salal Mohamad.

The 24-day event will offer a 
plethora of cultural, heritage and ar-
tistic activities along with a host of 
seminars, poetry evenings, theatrical 
performances and visual arts that re-
flect the Qatari culture, heritage and 
the national identity.

The Ministry of Culture prepared 
about 4,500 cultural and heritage 
activities under more than 191 main 
events. There will be more than 96 
daily cultural and artistic activities 
including 24 seminars, six poetry re-
citals and nine theatrical shows from 
November 25 to December 18.

The Theater Affairs Center, Mu-
sic Affairs Center, Visual Art Center, 
Qatar Poetry Center ‘Diwan Al Arab’, 
Qatari Media Center, Qatari Forum 
for Authors, Qatar Photography 
Center and other ministry-linked 
centres will participate in the event.

The Organizing Committee for 

the Qatar National Day 2022 cel-
ebrations said in a statement that 
the cultural and heritage events are 
in line with its national vision aimed 
at boosting the participation of all 
society members, visitors and guests 
of the State of Qatar in the National 
Day celebrations, highlighting the 
country’s history and heritage, and 
keeping pace with the FIFA World 
Cup Qatar 2022 currently being held 
in Doha.

Based on the important role of 
theatre in supporting the cultural 
and artistic movement in Qatar, the 
Theater Affairs Center is holding a 
number of activities including plays 
and operettas that affirms the high-
level cultural and artistic character of 
this year’s exceptional National Day 
celebrations.

The Theater Affairs Center’s first 
play, which documents the Qatari 
marine heritage, will be held in Al 
Bidda area in Darb Al Saai from No-
vember 25 to 27. The centre will also 
play an operetta from December 12 
to 14 that documents aspects of the 
heritage of Qatari traditional houses. 
There will also be a couple of other 
operettas from December 15 to17 per-
formed at Darb Al Saai Theater.

There will also be a couple of 

plays at a puppet theatre, in addition 
to daily puppet-making workshops 
for children of all ages and all family 
members. The workshops teach the 
children puppet-making with simple 
materials available at home, as well 
as colouring and decorating them. 
Participants will also be trained on 
how to maneuver them.

Darb Al Saai permanent venue 
is located on an area of 150,000sqm 
in Umm Salal Mohamad. It is well-
equipped with services and public 
facilities that provide rest and safety 
for visitors and participants, and 
boost their experience. The new loca-
tion is conveniently accessible from 
three major roads and the Doha 
Metro through the Green Lines Old 
Rayyan Station, and also includes a 
huge parking lot than can accommo-
date around 3,500 cars. The parking 
is also connected to seven main gates 
and five service gates for entry, which 
highly improves traffic flow.

The Organizing Committee for 
the National Day celebrations seeks 
to enhance the experience of visi-
tors and guests of the State of Qatar 
in Darb Al Saai, with a rich plethora 
of events and activities that highlight 
the Qatari culture and authentic her-
itage.

FM MEETS BELGIAN COUNTERPART, SECOND V-P OF COSTA RICA



Vinay nayudu
Doha

The FIFA World Cup 
Qatar 2022 has truly 
come alive with Japan 
upstaging giants Ger-

many with a come from behind 
2-1 victory in their Group e 
opener at the Khalifa Interna-
tional Stadium on Wednesday.

Japan became the second 
Asian team in consecutive two 
days following Saudi Arabia’s 
upset of Argentina on Tuesday 
to stamp their superiority on 
the World Cup.

“Germany are among the 
favourites,” former Germany 
coach Joachim Loew had stat-
ed before the match, perhaps 
undermining the Samurai Blue 
capabilities. Many, in fact, also 
did with Germany leading 1-0 
at half time after Ilkay Gun-
dogan scored off a ‘controver-
sial’ penalty in the 33rd minute.

The hardworking-as-ever 
Japan staged comebacks re-
peatedly raiding the rival cita-
del and trying to make good of 
the rebounds. In the 75th min-
ute, forward Ritsu Doan capi-
talized on a fine rebound inside 
the box to level the scores.

The threat loomed large for 
Germany and the fear turned 
into reality just eight minutes 
later (83’) as Takuma Asano 
scored from an acute angle 
from the right for spectators at 
the stadium to erupt into a mix 
of celebration and wonder.

Coming in as a substitute 
Asano, who now has two goals 
in four Japan caps, immediately 
ran over to the photographers 
in the corner of the stadium in 
sheer delight and even before 
the ball could fall from the roof 
of the goal net and many could 
realise that it had gone in.

A frantic Germany tried 
hard till the end of a frenetic and 
exciting seven minutes of added 
time but to no avail as Japan 
reigned supreme in the clash.

Speaking immediately af-
ter the match, Japan’s captain 
Maya Yoshida expressed his 
delight but in typical Japa-
nese tradition chose to stay 
grounded. “This is the beauty 
of football, sometimes it hap-
pens! Now the spotlight is on 
our side, it’s time to dance.

“But we have to be humble. 
We saw what Saudi Arabia did 
yesterday. Today we worked 
hard to win, so we are very 
happy,” he said.

Asked about ‘Japan’s Mes-
si’, midfielder Takefusa Kubo, 
Yoshida said, “he had a difficult 
time last year, was struggling 
after an injury and was under 
pressure. But he made it good 
today. I am happy for him.”

With Asian teams making 
their mark on the biggest stage 
of football (there are five Asian 
nations at this World Cup), 
Saudi Arabia and Japan’s vic-
tory have set the tournament 
on fire early on. 

“We are representing Ja-
pan but at the time we are rep-
resenting Asia,” said Yoshida, 
“We have supporters from all 
over Asia and we are grateful.”

how does Japan look to the 
tournament ahead? “We go into 
the next match and hopefully 
the next round and make histo-
ry for Japan,” stressed Yoshida.

Japan went top in Group e 
which also features Spain and 
Costa Rica who were set to meet 
later in the day. Germany are last 
for now after losing their opener 
as in 2018 - 1-0 against Mexico - 
when they went on to exit in the 
group stage as title holders.

Goalkeeper Manuel Neuer 
said: “The wasted chances and 
not good defending cost us. We 

didn’t have the patience at the 
back in the second half. We 
should have played better and 
with better confidence up front.”

Germany survived a big 
early scare when Gündogan lost 
the ball in midfield and Daizen 
Maeda slotted home. But the 
offside flag went up, and there 
was another let-off after Nico 
Schlotterbeck lost possession.

Germany soon gained con-
trol, with Bayern Munich’s 
gifted teenager Jamal Musiala 
seeing plenty of the ball but it 
took a 33rd-minute penalty for 

them to take the lead.
Joshua Kimmich chipped 

the ball across the defence to 
the completely unmarked left 
back David Raum, who was 
then clipped by goalkeeper 
Shuichi Gonda, allowing Gün-
dogan to convert from the 
spot by sending the keeper the 
wrong way.

A second goal from Kai 
havertz on the stroke of half-
time was disallowed for offside 
and Gündogan fired against the 
outside right post on the hour.

But Japan started to sense 

their chances and 
became more ag-
gressive in the Ger-
man half but the lat-
ter could have wrapped up 
matters in the 70th when sub-
stitute Jonas hofmann and 
twice Serge Gnabry were 
denied by Gonda.

Neuer made a huge 
save against Junya Ito 
with hiroki Sakai firing 
over on the rebound 
but three minutes 
later Doan smashed 
home after Neuer had 
palmed away a sharp 
cross from the left into his 
path.

In the 83rd, Asano took up 
a long ball, and with Schlotter-
beck not challenging him deci-
sively, he fired high into the net 
at the near post.

“This is a huge disappoint-
ment,” Neuer said. “We made 
the opponent strong. The final 
desire made the difference. 
Japan believed they could win 
while we thought we could pre-
serve the lead.” 

Germany now face an up-
hill battle against Spain on 
Sunday and Costa Rica next 
Thursday to stay in the tour-
nament as forward Thomas 
Müller conceded: “We wanted 
to ease the pressure with a vic-
tory.”

Interestingly, just before 
the match, one of the two pan-
das Thuraya and Suhail, gifted 
by China to Qatar especially 
on the occasion of FIFA World 
Cup 2022, had picked Japan as 
the winner. 

Some television experts 
even wondered how a panda 
would know exactly! But then 
they admitted that they have 
been proved wrong. For the re-
cord, the panda had also picked 
ecuador as winner against Qa-
tar for the inaugural game.

True to themselves, 
hundreds of Samurai 

Blue fans in Qatar 
have already 

impressed one 
and all with 
their impec-

cable behavior 
and discipline. Just 

like at the 2022 World 
Cup (hosted by South Korea 
and Japan), their fans leave 
the stadium picking up litter 
around them.

Wednesay at the Khal-
ifa International Stadium 
in Doha it was no different 
after the match even as 
the Japan fans rejoiced 
in what was a fantastic 
win. 

 (inputs DPA)
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We knew that we had to 

defend better. That’s why I 
changed the

system. The players knew 
immediately what I meant 

and how they should
react. We have celebrated a 

great victory but it 
continues. We will prepare 
as well for the next game.

Japan coach  
Hajime Moriyasu

Japan’s coach Hajime Moriyasu 
celebrates his team’s victory in 
Doha on Wednesday. (aFP)

Four-time winners Germany had 
finished bottom of their group in 

Russia in 2018

Japan have claimed their most famous 
result in FIFA World Cup history by coming 
from behind to beat the mighty Germans

This is the first time Japan 
have ever won a World Cup 

match after falling behind

Germany’s early exit from the 
World Cup, like at Russia 2018, 

looms large

blue Samurai jolt Germany 2-1 in comeback victory

Germany’s players react after 
conceding a second goal to 
Japan’s Takumo Asano during the 
FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 Group 
E match between Germany and 
Japan at the Khalifa International 
Stadium in Doha on Wednesday. 
(aFP) 

Japan’s defender and captain 
Maya Yoshida reacts after his 
team won the FIFA World Cup Qa-
tar 2022 Group E match against 
Germany at the Khalifa Interna-
tional Stadium on 
Wednesday. (aFP)

Japan’s forward Takuma Asano 
celebrates his team’s victory 
against Germany at the Khalifa 
International Stadium on 
Wednesday. (aFP)

Germany’s midfielder 07 Kai 
Havertz (L) reacts as Japan’s play-
ers celebrate their first goal 
at the Khalifa International 
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Ritsu Dosan 75’, Takuma Asano 83’ Ilkay Gundogan 33’

SCORELINE

12



PAGE 2 | SPortS thursday, November 24, 2022

   Is thIs 
 AsIA’s 
 tIme 

Tribune news neTwork
Doha

I
n the first FIFA World Cup in Asia 
in 20 years, the first two big shocks 
of the tournament have come from 
Asian teams — Saudi Arabia and Ja-
pan.

Japan notched a stunning upset at the Khal-
ifa International Stadium as they came from 
behind to beat giants Germany 2-1 on Wednes-
day. Japan’s players admitted that Wednesday’s 
memorable victory over Germany was inspired 
by Saudi Arabia’s shock win over Argentina the 
day before. 

Saudi Arabia did the unthinkable by stun-
ning Lionel Messi-led Argentina 2-1 at the Lu-
sail Stadium on Tuesday.

So, is this the rise of the unusual 
Asian heavyweights? Asian Football Con-
federation President Sheikh Salman 
bin Ibrahim Al Khalifa sure thinks so. 
“This is indeed Asia’s time and there is no better 
way to underline this celebration than with the 
qualification of a record six teams at the FIFA 
World Cup for the first time in our history,” 
he had said before the World Cup kicked off in 
Doha on Sunday.

He was referring to Saudi Arabia, 
Iran, Australia, South Korea and Ja-
pan, who have booked their spot in the 
tournament, alongside hosts Qatar. 
The six teams can take strength from the fact 
that the last time Asia hosted the tournament 
back in 2002, South Korea reached the semi-
finals while Japan made it to the Round of 16.

With the prospects still intact — or at least 
alive — here is a closer look at the six Asian 
teams.

Japan
With their stunning win against Germany, 

Japan are supremely confident on the road 
ahead despite being placed in the so-called 
‘Group of Death’ along with another European 
heavyweight Spain, and Costa Rica. Almost 
three decades ago, Japan came within seconds 
of qualifying for their first World Cup, only to 
concede a stoppage-time equaliser to Iraq which 
sent South Korea through instead. 

Japan finished their first-round qualify-
ing journey of Qatar 2022 with 46 goals from 
just eight matches and in the second round, it 
was once again their attackers who guaranteed 
their seven consecutive FIFA World Cup ap-
pearances. The Blue Samurai did slump to de-
feats against Oman and Saudi Arabia but with 
the duo of Takumi Minamino and Yuya Osako 

scoring 10 goals each over the two rounds, it was 
easy sailing for Hajime Moriyasu’s side.  

Saudi Arabia
Like Japan, unheralded Saudi Arabia 

notched one of the biggest shocks in World Cup 
history on Tuesday with a 2-1 win over Lionel 
Messi’s Argentina. The Green Falcons are an-
other side that cruised through the qualifying 
process with just one loss in two rounds. Salem 
Al Dawsari and Saleh Al Shehri top-scored with 
seven goals. Drawn in Group C with Mexico and 
Poland, there is an outside chance for the Asian 
giants to reach the next stage. This is the sixth 
appearance for the top Asian side in the FIFA 
World Cup.

South Korea
Son Heung-min and Co had a relatively easy 

journey to the FIFA World Cup 2022 with five 
wins out of the six games in the first round and 
just one loss in the second round. The Totten-
ham superstar led his team by example as he 
was the top-scorer with six goals but it will be 
tough for them to qualify for the FIFA World 
Cup 2022 Round of 16 from a group featuring 
Portugal, Uruguay and Ghana.

Iran
They were a bit lacklustre in their Group B 

opener as England breezed past them 6-2 at the 
Khalifa International Stadium on Monday. This 
is Iran’s sixth appearance in the World Cup and 
with Wales and the United States in their group, 
their task to reach the playoffs is cut out.

Australia
The Socceroos unfortunately went down 1-4 
to defending champions France in their open-
ing game of the FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 
at the Al Janoub Stadium on Wednesday 
morning. They had the longest road to the 
World Cup as they defeated Peru on penal-
ties in the inter-confederation playoff. Al-
though their qualifying campaign started on 
a superb note, with them topping their first-
round group with absolute ease, things will 
not be easy for the Socceroos as they ace dark 
horses Denmark and Tunisia in Group D. 
 
Qatar

Making their FIFA World Cup debut, 
and perhaps overcome by the occasion, Felix 
Sanchez’s Asian champions Qatar suffered a 0-2 
defeat at the hands of Ecuador in their Group 
A opener at Al Bayt Stadium. Placed in Group 
A along with Senegal and netherlands, the road 
ahead is going to be tough for Al Annabi.

Asia’s biggest contingent at the global 
showpiece has taken the honours with  
stunning upsets pulled off by Japan and 

Saudi Arabia

Japan’s ritsu Doan scored the 
equaliser before Takuma Asano 
scored an 83rd-minute winner as 
Japan stunned four-time world 
champions Germany 2-1 on 
Wednesday.

Saudi Arabia’s saleh Al shehri 
cancelled out an early Lionel 
Messi penalty before Salem Al 
Dawsari hit a stunning winner to 
sink red-hot favourites Argentina 
on Tuesday.



‘I’m worried 
about my team’

DPA
Doha 

Costa Rica coach Luis Fernando 
suárez has concerns about the men-
tal state of his players after their 7-0 
thrashing by spain in their first World 
Cup group match.

“I have to work with this result 
and think very carefully about what 
I say to my players to lift their spir-
its,” he told a news conference on 
Wednesday.

their two remaining Group E 
games are against Japan and Ger-
many.

“I’m really worried that my team 
can’t come to terms with this terrible 
result,” the 62-year-old added at Do-
ha’s al-thumama stadium.
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Absolute  
dominAnce
La Roja were in scintillating form as 
they put seven unanswered goals 

past an outclassed Costa Rica team

Agencies

spaIn thrashed Costa Rica 7-0 for 
their biggest ever winning margin 
at a World Cup, helped by two goals 
by Ferran torres and strikes by five 
other players to send a resounding 
message to the rest of the teams in 
Qatar.

spain have kicked off their Qa-
tar 2022 campaign with the nation’s 
biggest-ever FIFa World Cup win, 
thrashing Costa Rica 7-0.

no fewer that six separate play-
ers found the net for La Roja, with 
Ferran torres bagging a brace and 
Gavi becoming the third-youngest 
scorer in the tournament’s history.

Dani olmo started the goal 
spree when he dinked the ball over 
Keylor navas after 10 minutes, hav-
ing shown wonderful close control 
to fashion the shooting position. 
Marco asensio doubled the lead 
soon after, spinning the ball into 
the far corner from Jordi alba’s pin-
point cross.

torres joined the part with a 
penalty on the half-hour mark be-
fore adding a second early in the 
second half after capitalising on 
some confusion between navas and 
Bryan oviedo.

Gavi then made it five with a 
stunning strike, and if Costa Rica 
felt it couldn’t get any worse at this 
stage, they were to be sorely disap-
pointed. stoppage-time efforts from 
Carlos soler and alvaro Morata 
rubbed salt in tico wounds and put 
a spectacular seal on a statement 
win for the spanish.

Gavi had made history simply by 
taking to the field, becoming – at 18 

years and 110 days – the youngest 
spanish player ever to take part in 
the beautiful game’s greatest com-
petition.

But when he found the net with 
the pick of his team’s seven goals – a 
volley executed with typically flaw-
less technique – it left him behind 
only two men, Manuel Rosas (18 
years, 93 days) and the great pele 
(17 years, 239 days), on the World 
Cup’s all-time list of youngest 
marksmen.

there have only six more re-
sounding World Cup wins than 
spain’s demolition of Costa Rica. 
there have been three 8-0s, two 
9-0s and the biggest victory of all: 
Hungary’s 10-0 trouncing of El sal-
vador in 1982.

spain were mindful of the shock 
defeats suffered by argentina and 
Group E rivals Germany against 
lower opposition in their opening 
matches and they tormented Costa 
Rica from the start, going 3-0 up af-
ter little more than 30 minutes. Dani 
olmo got the goals flowing in the 11th 
minute when he exchanged passes 
with Gavi and chipped Costa Rica 
goalkeeper Keylor navas. ten min-
utes later, Marco asensio timed a run 
into the box perfectly to connect pow-
erfully with a Jordi alba cross.

torres stroked home his penalty 
in the 31st minute and the Barce-
lona winger claimed his second in 
the 54th when he took advantage of 
hesitant defending. Gavi, the young-
est player to represent spain at a 
World Cup, struck with a perfectly 
hit volley in the 74th minute before 
substitutes Carlos soler and alvaro 
Morata rounded off a totally one-
sided encounter.

Spain’s forward #11 
Ferran Torres scores 
his team’s third goal 
from the penalty 
spot. (aFP)

PA MeDiA/DPA
Doha

spaIn boss Luis Enrique pre-
dicted Gavi will be “one of the 
stars of world football” after the 
teenager became the youngest 
World Cup goalscorer since pele 
64 years ago.

Gavi scored spain’s fifth goal 
in a 7-0 thrashing of Costa Rica 
- La Roja’s biggest-ever World 
Cup victory.

the Barcelona midfielder’s 
World Cup goal, a brilliant vol-
ley with the outside of the foot 
which went in off a post, came at 
the age of 18 years and 110 days.

pele scored against Wales in 
a 1958 quarter-final at the age of 
17 years and 249 days.

Enrique said: “Gavi is a 
unique player. He is 18 but he 
has the personality of an experi-
enced player.

“He’s a boy who needs a lit-
tle bit of calm sometimes. But 
we are happy to have him in the 
team and he’s going to be one of 
the stars of world football.” Gavi 
became spain’s youngest goals-
corer when he scored against the 
Czech Republic before his 18th 
birthday in June.

He is now spain’s 
youngest scorer at a World 
Cup.

Ferran torres, with 
a brace, Dani olmo, 
Marco asensio, Carlos 
soler and alvaro Mor-
ata were also on tar-
get as Costa Rica were 
crushed.

“We don’t have 
one striker who scores 
many goals,” Enrique 
said. “But we have lots 
of players who score 
goals and I have never 
been worried about the lack of 
goals.

“We are always the highest 
scorers in competitions.

“this was a very special game 
for us and we wanted to start 
the competition in the best way 
possible. We don’t start well (in 
tournaments). We almost never 
win the first game, but we have 

managed to break that.” spain 
play Germany - surprise 2-1 los-
ers to Japan - on sunday and 
could effectively put the four-
time winners out of the tourna-
ment.

asked about that 
possibility, Enrique 
said: “I don’t want 
to speculate on 
that. Germany is 
an amazing team.

“We have to be 
calm, even 
t h o u g h 
w e 

have had a big victory.
“I don’t think they had one 

chance. We dominated from 
the first minute and we created 
spaces to have good chances.”

Gavi tipped to be ‘one of the stars of 
world football’ by enrique

Spain’s midfielder #09 Gavi (L) celebrates scoring his team’s fifth goal against 
Costa Rica at the Al Thumama Stadium in Doha on Wednesday. (aFP)

spain coach shifts focus to Germany
QnA
Doha

spaIn coach Luis Enrique ex-
pressed happiness for his side’s 
7-0 victory over Costa Rica on 
Wednesday evening.

speaking at the post-match 
press conference, the spanish 
manager said was the match was 
great and that his side sought a 
good start in the tournament un-
like their previous tournaments.

the rout was associated with a 
great performance from the play-
ers, Enrique said.

He added that his objective 
was to improve the performance 
of the players and qualify for the 
last-16, stressing that many play-
ers were able to score, not just the 
strikers.

Commenting on their next 

game against Germany, Enrique 
said the match would be tough for 
both sides and that it needs great 
efforts and concentration.

Spain coach Luis Enrique

Costa RicaSpain

Dani Olmo 11’ Marco Asensio 21’ Ferran Torres 31’ (P), 54’ Gavi 74’
Carlos Soler 90’ Álvaro Morata 90+2’

SCORELINE
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Tough 
game 

for  
croaTia 

Regragui satisfied with Morocco’s tactics against Croatia
Khalid Tawalbeh

DOHA

Moroccan coach Walid regragui 
said his team felt as if they were play-
ing at home when they faced croatia 
at the al Bayt Stadium on Wednes-
day.

The support from the fans was 
great. “I am proud of playing the 
World cup for the first time on arab 
soil. Qatar has achieved great success 
and honour in hosting the event.”

about the team’s performance 
during the match with croatia, re-
gragui said, “We had a fighting spirit, 
we always wanted to be in possession 
of the ball and exploit spaces in the 
back to cause surprise.”

“We dealt in an ideal way with 
the croatian national team in tactical 
terms,” he said.

Morocco and croatia had a goal-
less draw, with the two teams sharing 
a point each.

regragui pointed out that croatia 
was a big team and the runner-up in 
the previous edition in russia 2018 
and included great players such as 

Luka Modric . “I think the draw was 
very good against an opponent of this 
type.”

He commented: “Possession is 

not everything in football, in the 
match between Saudi arabia and ar-
gentina, the possession was with the 
argentinians but it was the Saudis 

who came out victorious, because it 
was more efficient both in creating 
opportunities and using them.”

regragui said that his team 

played hard and in such a way to dent 
the opposition’s effectiveness and 
prevent them from creating clear op-
portunities. “We tried taking posses-
sion of the ball in order to carry out 
counterattacks, and we succeeded 
many times, but we did not succeed 
in scoring.”

The coach said his players have 
started preparing for the next match 
and are determined to make an hon-
ourable appearance in the tourna-
ment. 

at the al Bayt stadium, thou-
sands of Moroccan fans thronged 
the stands to watch the atlas Lions 
in a game with few chances for both 
teams to score. Some attempts were 
ineffective, and Moroccan goalkeep-
er Yassine Bono excelled in counter-
ing nikola Vlasic’s shot, and Luka 
Modric shot over the crossbar before 
the end of the first half.

Morocco’s closest attempts were 
in the second half, but goalkeeper 
Dominik levakovic blocked nous-
sair Mazraoui’s header, followed by 
ashraf Hakimi’s powerful shot after 
a free kick.

Morocco’s coach Walid Regragui gestures on the touchline during the Qatar 2022 World Cup Group F football match between 
Morocco and Croatia at the Al Bayt Stadium in Al Khor on Wednesday. (AFP)

dpa 
Al KHOr, QAtAr 

Luka Modric’s croatia had a frus-
trating start into the Qatar World 
cup on Wednesday when the 2018 
runners-up were held to a goalless 
draw by stubborn Morocco.

chances were sparse with real 
Madrid’s Modric among those com-
ing closest in the opening match in 
Group F which also features Belgium 
and canada who meet later in the 
day. “It was a tough game, especially 
in the first 15 minutes. We did it bet-
ter in the second half,” Modric said.

The atlas Lions contained croa-
tia well for most of the game but also 
failed to manage a breakthrough in 
al khor.

a long-distance attempt from 
Ivan Perisic went over the crossbar 
before croatia came closest just be-
fore intermission. nikola Vlasic was 
denied by goalkeeper Yassine Bou-
nou from close range after a fast 
move, and then Modric who came 

blazing high from the edge of the 
area.

The 37-year-old Modric and his 
team also lacked ideas in the second 
half and their goalkeeper Dominik 
Livakovic had to palm away a fierce 
but not very accurate free-kick from 
Paris Saint-Germain defender achraf 
Hakimi in the 65th.

chelsea winger Hakim Ziyech, 
back in the Morocco squad under 
new coach Walid regragui, also 
failed to make a decisive impact.

Team-mate noussair Mazraoui 
had to be replaced with what ap-
peared to be a hip injury in what 
could be another player hurt at the 
World cup for club side Bayern Mu-
nich.

The final score marked the third 
0-0 of the tournament which is al-
ready two more than at the entire 
2018 event where croatia were only 
stopped at the last hurdle - with 
Modric hoping for similar success 
this time around despite the early 
setback.

“I believe things will get better 
as the tournament progresses. of 
course we have big ambitions but 
the first goal is to survive the group 
stage. Then we can become a danger-
ous opponent,” Modric said.

Morocco’s coach shrugged off re-
marks that they were too negative.

“We played like a European team. 
We managed to create chances and 
in fact we played in a balanced way, 
a solid way, and it was difficult for 
croatia,” he said.

A long-distance attempt 
from Ivan Perisic went over 
the crossbar before Croatia 
came closest just before 
intermission. Nikola Vlasic 
was denied by goalkeeper 
Yassine Bounou from close 
range after a fast move, and 
then Modric who came blaz-
ing high from the edge of the 
area. The Atlas Lions con-
tained Croatia well for most 
of the game but also failed to 
manage a breakthrough in  
Al Khor

croatia held 0-0 by morocco in  
stuttering start for 2018 runners-up
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Croatia’s midfielder Luka Modric (left) and Morocco’s midfielder Azzedine Ounahi fight 
for the ball during the Qatar 2022 World Cup Group F football match at the Al Bayt 
Stadium in Al Khor on Wednesday. (AFP)

I believe things will get better as 
the tournament progresses. Of 
course we have big ambitions but 
the first goal is to survive the group 
stage. Then we can become a 
dangerous opponent
Luka Modric

Morocco’s goalkeeper Yassine Bounou grabs the ball during the Qatar 2022 World Cup Group F football match between Morocco and Croatia at the Al-Bayt Stadium in Al 
Khor on Wednesday. (AFP)
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Saudi Arabia’s renard not 
dwelling on ‘crazy’ win

AFC
Doha

Saudi arabia’s French coach 
Herve Renard warned his play-
ers not to celebrate for too long 
after their “totally crazy” 2-1 
win against argentina in their 
FiFa World Cup Qatar 2022 
Group C opener on Tuesday.

The Saudis bounced back 
from conceding an early Lionel 
Messi penalty to produce one 
of the great FiFa World Cup 
shocks thanks to a Saleh al 
Shehri equaliser and a sublime 
Salem al dawsari winner at the 
Lusail Stadium.

“all the stars in the sky 
were aligned for us, but don’t 
forget argentina are still a fan-
tastic team,” said Renard.

“This is football, sometimes 
totally crazy things can hap-
pen,” added the French coach, 
who previously led Zambia and 
the ivory Coast to africa Cup of 
Nations glory.

“We needed to get this re-
sult, it will be one for the (his-
tory) books, but as a coach i’m 
always asking for more from 
my players, so let’s stay hum-
ble.”

al Shehri said the team had 
never doubted they could top-
ple the two-time champions.

“We don’t care about the 
other team, if you believe in 
yourself you can achieve any-
thing,” he said.

as for enjoying the mo-
ment, Renard was eager to 
look ahead to the Saudis’ next 
Group C matches against Po-

land and Mexico.
“(We can) just have a good 

celebration during 20 minutes 
and that’s all, there are still two 
more games.

“When you come to the 
World Cup, you need to believe 
in yourself, anything can hap-
pen in football.”

However, Renard said he 
was not entirely happy with 
his team, despite the stunning 
upset.

“Tactically we were not 
good in the first half. Our block 

was compact but our pressure 
on the centre-backs and (de-
fensive midfielder) Leandro 
Paredes was not enough,” said 
the 54-year-old.

“if we had conceded a sec-
ond goal at that time, the game 
would have been finished.

“during half-time i wasn’t 
happy because the pressure 
wasn’t good enough, the deter-
mination wasn’t good enough 
and when you come to the 
World Cup, you need to give 
everything. We can’t play as we 

did in the first half.”
and Renard said it would 

have been no surprise if argen-
tina had taken his side lightly.

“Sometimes the opposition 
does not have the best motiva-
tion, it’s normal, it also hap-
pened to us when playing lower 
teams.”

He added: “Some people 
don’t understand but you can 
imagine that when you’re play-
ing against Saudi arabia, the 
motivation is not the same as 
playing against Brazil.”

Saudi Arabia’s French coach Herve Renard gives instructions to his players during the FIFA World Cup Qatar 
2022 Group C match against Argentina at the Lusail Stadium on Tuesday. (aFP)

AgenCies
Doha

MiCHy Batshuayi scored the 
only goal as Belgium opened 
their FiFa World Cup Qa-
tar 2022 campaign with a 
hard-fought and, in truth, ill-
deserved win over Canada on 
Wednesday night.

The 2018 bronze medal-
ists spent much of this Group 
F encounter on the back foot, 
pinned back by an adventurous 
and energetic side that man-
aged over 21 efforts on goal 
to their illustrious opponents’ 
nine.

Of Canada’s many chanc-
es, the best came - and went 
- when they were awarded an 
early penalty for a yannick 
Carrasco handball, spotted by a 
VaR review. Star man alphon-
so davies stepped up in search 
of his country’s first FiFa 
World Cup goal but 
his spot kick was 
weak and un-
convincing, 
a l l o w i n g 
T h i b a u t 
Courtois 
to make a 
comfort-
able save.

T h e 
s i g n i fi -
cance of 
that miss 
was reinforced 
just before the in-
terval, when Batshuayi raced 
through on to a speculative 
punt forward and lashed a 
left-foot shot beyond the help-
less Milan Borjan.

if we expected 
that would settle 

Belgium nerves 
and allow the 
world’s No2-
ranked team 
to show 
their class, 
we were 
wrong. John 

H e r d m a n ’ s 
u n d e r d o g s 

remained the 
dominant force in a 

goalless second half and, 
while they emerged pointless, 
the Canucks served notice 
that they’re here in Qatar to 
go toe-to-toe with the heavy-
weights.

Key moment
davies’ rise has been the stuff 
of fairy tales. But the man 
standing between Canada’s tal-
isman and place in his nation’s 
sporting folklore just happens 
to be one of the best penalty-
stoppers in the game. Courtois 
had saved five of the last nine 
spot kicks he had faced and 
duly made that six from ten by 
guessing right and pushing the 
ball to safety. (Fifa.com)

Belgium’s forward #23 Michy Batshuayi scores his team’s opening goal during the FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 Group F match against Canada at the Ahmad Bin Ali Stadium on Wednesday. (aFP)

Lukaku-Less BeLgium edge courageous 
canadians 1-0 for opening win

al shahrani to undergo surgery
AFC
Doha

Saudi arabia left-back yasser 
al Shahrani will undergo sur-
gery in Riyadh after suffering 
a head injury during his side’s 
historic 2-1 FiFa World Cup 
Qatar 2022 victory over argen-
tina on Tuesday.

al Shahrani was injured in 
the head, chest and abdomen 
following a clash with Saudi 
arabia goalkeeper Mohammed 
al Owais.

The Saudi arabian Football 
Federation said al Shahrani’s 
condition was stable and that 
he would undergo surgery on 
Wednesday.

at 
39 years 

and 288 days, 
atiba Hutchinson 
of canada became 
the second-oldest 

outfield player 
to play at the 

World Cup 

Saudi Arabia’s defender Yasser Al Shahrani being stretchered off after a 
collision during the FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 Group C match between 
Argentina and Saudi Arabia at the Lusail Stadium on Tuesday. (aFP)

London:  World Cup pundit Nadia Nadim has revealed she was forced 
off air on Tuesday after learning that her mother had been hit by a truck 
and killed. Former Manchester City forward Nadim was part of British 
network ITV’s coverage of the goalless draw between Denmark and 
Tunisia that afternoon. But the 34-year-old Denmark international was 
absent from the panel at the final whistle, with host Mark Pougatch tell-
ing viewers that she had been forced to leave. on Wednesday, Nadim 
revealed the tragic news on Twitter. She said: “(on) Tuesday morning my 
mother was killed by a truck. She was on her way back from the gym. 
Words cannot describe what I’m feeling. I have lost the most important 
person in my life and it happened so sudden and unexpected. She was 
only 57. Life is unfair and I don’t understand why her and why this way. I 
love you and I will see you again.” an ITV spokesman said: “Everyone at 
ITV, those working with Nadia in Qatar, and the wider company, is deeply 
shocked and saddened by this tragic news. We have offered Nadia our 
support and our thoughts are with her and those closest to her at this 
incredibly difficult time.” (PA Media/DPA)

British TV pundit leaves broadcast after mother dies

Belgium’s Michy Batshuayi celebrates scoring during the FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 Group F match against 
Canada at the Ahmad Bin Ali Stadium on Wednesday. (aFP)

scoreline 
Belgium 1 Canada 0
Michy Batshuayi 44’

How the game went

● Belgium hang on to get 
all three points and finish 
the night on top of Group F

● Batshuayi’s winner proved 
to be the difference as  
he filled admirably for 
injured Lukaku
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The beauTy  of 
The beauTiful 

Game



AGENCIESDOHA

Switzerland’S opening world 
Cup game against Cameroon ap-
pears to be a must-win opportunity 
in a difficult group. with Brazil 
and Serbia also in Group G, tak-
ing three points in the early after-
noon heat on thursday looks like a 
must-win for each team.

Cameroon’s task is made more 
difficult by their recent world Cup 
form, having been swept aside 
in three straight losses in each of 
their previous two appearances, in 
2014 and 2010.

during that time, the indomi-
table lions have scored fewer goals 
as a team on the world’s biggest 
stage than a single Swiss player, 
Xherdan Shaqiri.

Since his world Cup debut as a 
teenager in 2010, the score has been 4-3 
in Shaqiri’s favour. Shaqiri, now 31 and 
playing in the MlS with the Chicago 
Fire, returns to the tournament 
for the fourth time as a play-
maker, equaling a Swiss record. 
in-form Monaco forward 
Breel embolo is more likely 
to score.

Cameroon’s star for-
ward eric Maxim Choupo-
Moting, 33, arrives in 
his third world Cup in 
good form for Bay-
ern Munich and 
looking for his first 
career world Cup 
goal.

C h o u p o -
Moting’s 11 goals in all 
competitions this season have helped 
Bayern reclaim first place in the Bun-
desliga following the departure of 
robert lewandowski. Cameroon and 
Switzerland both have solid results at 

their continental champion-
ships in the last 18 months, al-
beit under different coaches.

last year, the Swiss ended 
a streak of being eliminated in 
the round of 16 in major tour-
naments by defeating France 
on penalties after a 3-3 tie.

after losing another 
shootout to Spain in the quar-
terfinals, coach Vladimir Pet-
kovic capitalized on his rising 
reputation seven years after 
joining Bordeaux. within a few 
months, he was fired.

Murat Yakin, a 49-cap cen-
tral defender, was hired after 
previously coaching a Swiss 
second-tier club. He made an 
immediate impression by lead-
ing the team to first place in a 
world Cup qualifying group, 

ahead of european champion italy. 
Cameroon began the year by reaching 
the semifinals of the african Cup of 
nations, losing on penalties to egypt, 
before firing Portuguese coach toni 

Conceiço.
Cameroon’s greatest player and 

now federation president, Sam-
uel eto’o, turned to his 

long-time former team-
mate rigobert Song, 

who had a patchy 
record of success 
coaching within 
the national team 
setup.

Cameroon last 
won a world Cup 
game 20 years ago 
in Japan against 
Saudi arabia, 
with Song as cap-

tain and eto’o scor-
ing the only goal.

switzerland  
gear up  for  

cameroon challenge 
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Group G: Switzerland vs Cameroon (1 pm) Al Janoub Stadium

Shaqiri returns to the World Cup for the fourth time, 
equaling Swiss record; Eric Maxim Choupo-Moting 

of Cameroon arrives in his third edition

‘swiss world cup 
team best ever’

agencies
DOHA

Switzerland manager Mu-
rat Yakin said on wednesday 
that the current national team 
is the “best that ever existed” 
and that the country is deter-
mined to advance to the world 
Cup finals in Qatar.

Switzerland, who face 
Cameroon in their first match 
on thursday, have advanced 
from the group stage in three 
of their last four tournaments, 
missing out only in 2010.

Yakin, who took over 
as coach after Switzerland 
reached the euro 2020 quar-
terfinals last year, predicted 
that the country would have its 
best world Cup performance 
in Qatar, where they will also 
face Brazil and Serbia in Group 
G. 

“i think that we are seeing 
the best Swiss national team 
that has ever existed,” Yakin 
told a news conference. “we 
have improved a lot and now 

we want to write history. we 
are not only here to participate. 
we are here to win and we want 
to get to the next round.”

Captain Granit Xhaka, the 
arsenal midfielder, was hesi-
tant to describe the squad in 
the same way, saying it would 

not be fair to the 2018 Swiss 
team that was eliminated by 
Sweden in the round of 16.

He said, however, the Swiss 
team now was younger than it 
was four years ago and maybe 
“a little more hungry” to go far 
in the tournament.

Cameroon Football 
Federation president 
and former football star 
Samuel Eto’O takes part 
in a training session at 
the Al Sailiya SC in Doha 
on Wednesday. (AFP)

Switzerland’s defender Eray Comert (left) and Breel Embolo take part in a training session at the Univer-
sity of Doha training facilities in Doha on Wednesday. (AFP)

Key Stats
 Three-time quarter-finalists, Switzerland are competing in their 12th FIFA World Cup and this
    is their fifth in a row, which represents their best-ever sequence of qualifications
 Switzerland have not lost their opening match in their last five World Cup appearances
 Switzerland have successfully qualified from their group in four of their last five appearances
    at the FIFA World Cup
 Cameroon have made more appearances at the FIFA World Cup than any other African nation;
    their qualification for Qatar 2022 extends their record to eight participations.
 Vincent Aboubakar, Nicolas Nkoulou and Eric Maxim Choupo-Moting are the only members 
    of the Cameroon squad with previous World Cup experience

Cameroon’s forward Eric Maxim 
Choupo-Moting takes part in 
a training session in Doha on 
Wednesday. (AFP)

Switzerland’s coach Murat Yakin at a press conference in Doha on 
Wednesday. (AFP)

No distractions, Cameroon 
ready and focused: Song

agencies
DOHA

CoaCH rigobert Song stated 
that his underdog eight-time 
world Cup campaigners are 
prepared and focused for the 
big task at the world Cup, as 
he predicted that Cameroon 
would be the latest world Cup 
surprise.

Cameroon is competing 
in their eighth world Cup, 
but the 1990 quarterfinalists 
are no longer a force — they 
are ranked 43rd and only just 
missed out on a place in Qa-
tar.

their most recent world 
Cup triumph came in 2002, 
and they will be heavy under-
dogs in Group G, which in-
cludes the higher-ranked trio 
of Brazil, Serbia, and Switzer-
land.

However, Saudi arabia 
stunned lionel Messi’s ar-
gentina 2-1 on tuesday, and 
Japan came from behind to 
defeat Germany by the same 
scoreline the next day.

Former international de-

fender and captain Song said 
that was proof Cameroon 
could pull off a surprise of 
their own, beginning against 
Switzerland on thursday.

“we have seen surprises 
already at this world Cup, we 
respect our opponents, but it 
is on the pitch that you are 
going to see who is stronger,” 
said the 46-year-old, a Cam-
eroon football legend known 
fondly as “Big Chief”.

“rankings go out the win-
dow when you are on a foot-
ball pitch.”

Song, a former liverpool 
defender who was only made 
Cameroon coach in March, 
said his men had been able 
to prepare for the world Cup 
without the distractions of the 
past.

“we are very calm and 
pleased that the mistakes of 
the past have not been repeat-
ed,” he said.

“we have had no dis-
putes about wages or money 
— things have changed at the 
football federation now that 
(former striker) Samuel eto’o 
is president.

“He’s a hard worker, there 
every day to make sure the 
players are as prepared as 
possible.

“Hopefully this time we 
are calm, ready and focused.”

Song played at four world 
Cups and hopes that he can 
use that experience to help 
his squad cope with the pres-
sure in Qatar, especially the 
younger players.

Cameroon’s coach Rigobert Song 
attends a press conference at the 
Qatar National Convention Center 
(QNCC) in Doha. (AFP)

Switzerland’s  
midfielder Xherdan 
Shaqiri takes part in 
a training session
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Son Heung-min is comfortable 
having to wear a protective mask 
in order to play against Uruguay, 
with South Korea coach Paulo 
Bento confident his star player is 
fit. Tottenham forward Son sus-
tained a fractured eye socket in 
Spurs’ clash with Marseille at the 
start of november, casting doubt 
over his participation in Qatar.

However, he was named in 
Bento’s squad and has returned 
to training wearing a mask in or-
der to shield the injury from fur-
ther damage.

Korea open their Group H 
campaign against Uruguay on 
Thursday, and Bento has confi-
dence that Son has fully recov-
ered, though conceded there is 
an element of risk.

“Sonny can play, yes. He 
will be able to play,” Bento said. 
“I think the fact that he would 
be wearing a mask is not an in-
convenience for him, it’s rather 
natural. “We will see how it will 
be. our hope is that he will feel 
comfortable to the greatest ex-
tent possible, and we will use the 
best strategy so he can feel at ease 
during the game.

“He knows and we know that 
we cannot rule out any risks.” Son 
is Korea’s joint-leading World 
Cup goalscorer, having scored 

three times in the competition, 
and he is aiming to become only 
the second player from the na-
tion to score in three separate 
editions of the tournament after 
Park Ji-sung. While Korea are 
heavily reliant on Son to lead 
their attack, Uruguay are blessed 
with three exceptional forwards 
in the form of veteran campaign-
ers Luis Suarez and Edinson Ca-
vani, along with Liverpool striker 
Darwin nunez.

“With our strikers, our plan 
is to put a good performance in 
the first game, that’s for sure. We 
are very much excited with what 
we can produce,” said Uruguay 
coach Diego Alonso.

“We have peace of mind be-
cause we have goalscoring op-
portunities, flexibility not only 
with our strikers, we are good 
defensively and this will make us 
a very competitive team.” While 
Alonso would not apply extra 
pressure on his team, captain 
Diego Godin says Uruguayan 
players always have “big shoes to 
fill”. “The qualification round had 
ups and downs but we achieved 
our goal,” he said.

“The World Cup is an objec-
tive but it is still far away, but this 
history and this shirt requires us 
to win. We have very big shoes 
to fill when we are representing 
our country.” Korea boss Bento, 
meanwhile, also stressed that Su-

arez, Cavani and nunez are not 
the only players his team have 
to worry about at Education City 
Stadium.

“I would say Federico Val-
verde is a fantastic player,” he re-
plied when asked about the Real 
Madrid midfielder.  “Together 
with [Kevin] De Bruyne he’s one 
of the best midfielders in the 
world, a player who can actually 
win the game.

“Collectively they are very 
strong, and we have to cope with 
the power they have as well as 
the individual skill sets.”

Bento confident star 
player Son is fully fit 

to face Uruguay
Agency

doha

URUGUAy’S head coach, 
Diego Alonso, has stated that 
the country’s star player, Luis 
Suarez, is fit enough to play in 
the country’s first World Cup 
match against South Korea on 
Thursday.

“He is as fit as other 
players, he is ready for the 
game,” said Alonso, adding 
the 35-year-old striker was 
enjoying the atmosphere of 

attending another edition of 
the World Cup tournament.

However, he admitted 
that he had not yet decided 
on the starters against South 
Korea.

“With our strikers, our 
plan is to put a good perfor-
mance in the first game. We 
are very much excited about 
what we can produce,” said 
Alonso.

“We have peace of mind 
because we have goalscoring 
opportunities, flexibility not 
only with our strikers, we are 
good defensively and this will 
make us a very competitive 
team,” he added.

Coached in China’s Super 
League club in 2017, Alonso 
replaced oscar Tabarez last 
november. Speaking of the 
others’ opinion that he had 
little experience at the World 
Cup level, Alonso said every-
one is entitled to have their 
view but he needed to focus 
on the game with the whole 
team, particularly the open-
ing game.

A video went viral on the 
internet recently that each 
player of the country’s 26-
man squad was unveiled by 
his hometown folks. Speak-
ing of which, Alonso admit-

ted it was a great opportunity 
to promote Uruguay, as well 
as a strong single to showcase 
the bond between players and 
their people.

“The video was an ex-
traordinary work, and we are 
also promoting the country 
through the clip,” said Alon-
so.

Diego Godin, the 36-year-
old veteran as well as cap-
tain of the team, told the 
same press conference that 
he made a huge effort to 
deal with pain through dif-
ficult situations and now got 
ready to put on the shirt for 
his fourth consecutive FIFA 
World Cup journey.

“We qualified for a new 
World Cup. My teammate 
on this boat with a common 
dream that we all share with 
the idea to win. And we have 
dreams and then realized, we 
will be coming out there to 
compete from the very first 
match,” said Godin.

The match is set to take 
place at the Education City 
Stadium, with the game kick-
ing off at 4 p.m. local time on 
Thursday.

The two teams are joined 
in Group H by Portugal and 
Ghana. 

Suarez is ready for 
World Cup match: 

Coach Alonso

Group H: Uruguay vs South Korea (4 pm) Education City Stadium

South Korean players during a training sessio at Al Egla Training Site 5 in Doha on Wednesday on the eve 
of the Qatar 2022 World Cup match against Uruguay. (aFP)

Uruguay’s players take part in a training session at Al Erssal in Doha on Wednesday on the eve of the Qatar 
2022 World Cup match against South Korea. (aFP)

Uruguay’s Luis Suarez (right) takes part in a training session at Al Erssal in Doha on Wednesday. (aFP)South Korea’s Son Heung-min during a training session at Al Egla Training Site 5 in Doha on Wednesday. (aFP)

Key Stats
 Quarter-finalists in 2018, Uruguay have only failed to 

qualify for the knockout stage in one of their last six World 
Cup appearances
 Fernando Muslera, Martín Cáceres, Luis Suárez, diego 

Godín and Edinson Cavani are all featuring at their fourth 
World Cup, a feat only previously achieved by one Uruguayan 
player – Pedro Rocha (1962-1974)
 Korea Republic have featured at the FIFa World Cup 

on more occasions than any other asian nation, and Qatar 
2022 will be their 11th participation since they made their 
debut in 1954.
 Qualification for the 2022 finals has extended Korea 

Republic’s impressive run of successive FIFa World Cup ap-
pearances to ten in a row, every edition since 1986, which is 
a record for a country who have never lifted the trophy

the fact that 
Son will be 
wearing a 
mask is not an 
inconvenience 
for him, but 
rather natural, 
according to 
Korea boss

Uruguay 
captain 
Diego Godin 
says his 
teammates 
share a 
common 
dream of 
winning 



Agencies
Doha

“Our fOcus is 100 per cent 
on national team,” says Bruno 
fernandes cristiano ronaldo’s 
Manchester united exit was 
confirmed late last night Por-
tugal open their Qatar 2022 
campaign against Ghana on 
Thursday

cristiano ronaldo and his 
Portugal team-mates will not 
be distracted from their fIfA 
World cup™ mission by the 
storm of events surrounding 
the player’s future. This was the 
robust message from Portugal 
coach fernando santos and 
midfielder Bruno fernandes on 
the eve of their opening Qatar 
2022 fixture against Ghana.

The timing of ronaldo’s exit 
from Manchester united – con-
firmed late on Tuesday night – 
has dominated the news agen-
da around the Portugal camp 
but inside it both fernandes, 
his team-mate at Old Trafford 
until now, and santos insisted 

that the focus was on the World 
cup and nothing else.

speaking at Portugal’s 
pre-match press conference 
in Doha, fernandes said: “I 
haven’t discussed anything 
with cristiano ronaldo. It’s a 
personal matter that he is deal-
ing with. Our focus is 100 per 
cent on the national team.”

As for the impact on his 
own relationship with ronaldo, 
the united player said: “I don’t 
feel uncomfortable with what 
is happening with cristiano. It 
was a privilege to play with him 
in the national team and at club 
level. cristiano is a role model 
for me.

“The World cup means a lot for cristiano ronaldo,” fer-
nandes added. “I’m sure he is 
focused on this competition. 
We usually create a lot of noise 
around things that are going on 
but I am sure cristiano is fo-
cused.”

Portugal coach santos of-
fered a similar message, say-
ing: “I am not bothered about 
what is happening with cris-
tiano. It hasn’t been discussed 
in training or when we are to-
gether. There hasn’t been any 
conversation. Not even from 
him. I don’t know what they 
talk about with each other in 
their rooms.”

santos cited the example of 
russia 2018 when a number of 
Portugal players faced uncer-

tainty over their club futures. 
“[It] was very challenging for 
many players in terms of con-
tracts. six or seven of them 
came to russia without a club.”

for ronaldo this will be his 
fifth World cup finals tourna-
ment and the 37-year-old has 
made more appearance in the 
competition – 17 – than any 
other Portuguese player. With 
seven goals to his name, mean-
while, he needs just two more 
to equal the great Eusebio’s 
national-team record of nine 
World cup strikes.

The news of the end of ron-
aldo’s second spell at Old Traf-
ford broke less than 48 hours 
before Portugal kick off their 
Group H campaign against 

Ghana. “following conversa-
tions with Manchester united 
we have mutually agreed to end 
our contract early,” the player 
said in a post on Twitter.

In a message on the united 
website, the club said: “cris-
tiano ronaldo is to leave Man-
chester united by mutual agree-
ment, with immediate effect. 
The club thanks him for his im-
mense contribution across two 
spells at Old Trafford, scoring 
145 goals in 346 appearances, 
and wishes him and his family 
well for the future.”

In his press conference, 
santos also highlighted his re-
spect for Ghana while underlin-
ing Portugal’s ambition to win 
this World cup.

“Ghana are a super organ-
ised team, quick in transition 
and attack,” he said. “Ghana’s 
team have got great players and 
they have our respect. Of course 
we have the ambition to win the 
World cup. We have the dream, 
the vision and the capabilities 
to fight for this.”

We can beat every team in our group: ghana coach addo
dpA
Doha

Ghana coach Otto Addo has 
his sights set on the World cup 
knockout rounds for the first 
time in 12 years.

The Black stars reached the 
quarter-finals in 2010 in a best 
ever World cup showing and 
Otto sees no reason why that 
cannot be repeated or even bet-
tered. No African side has ever 
made the last four.

“We hope to make it to the 
last 16. We have a good squad 
and can beat anyone in our 
group,” Addo told dpa ahead 
of Thursday’s opening match 
against Portugal in Doha.

“All players are in 100% 
condition. There are no inju-

ries. We can play tomorrow,” 
he said exuding in confidence. 

uruguay - who controver-
sially beat Ghana in that 2010 
last-eight clash and south Ko-
rea are their other group oppo-
nents. Ghana beat switzerland 
2-0 in a World cup warm-up 
last week.

The Ghanaians, who failed 
to qualify for russia 2018, 
will be relying on a number of 
players born outside of Ghana 
in Qatar such as Bilbao-born 
Iñaki Williams.

Hamburg-born Addo said: 
“We have many new people, 
also because they have changed 
nationalities. so it is impor-
tant that we grow together as a 
team and that the players get to 
know my ideas.”

Ghana’s head coach Otto Addo attends a training session at Aspire 
training zone in Doha on Wednesday, on the eve of their FIFA World Cup 
Qatar 2022 match against Portugal. (aFP)
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Ghana’s defender Alexander Djiku (R front) takes part in a training ses-
sion at Aspire training zone in Doha on Wednesday on the eve of their 
FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 match against Portugal. (aFP)

Portugal’s star forward Cristiano Ronaldo during a training session at Al Shahania SC, on the eve of their FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 Group H 
match against Portugal. (aFP)

Portugal’s coach Fernando Santos (L) and Portugal’s midfielder Bruno 
Fernandes address the media on Wednesday on the eve of their FIFA 
World Cup Qatar 2022 Group H match against Portugal. (aFP)

Group H: Portugal vs Ghana (7 pm) Stadium 974

Portugal need just one goal to reach the landmark of 50 
goals scored at the World Cup.

Portugal have won three and drawn one of their last four 
World Cup matches against African opposition.

Cristiano Ronaldo is featuring for a record-equalling fifth 
time at the World Cup.

Ghana’s appearance at Qatar 2022 means they have quali-
fied for four out of five World Cups since making their final 
competition debut in 2006.

Ghana have only failed to score in two of their last 11 World 
Cup matches.

 Key Facts

 The World Cup means a lot for Cristiano Ronaldo. I’m 
sure he is focused on this competition. We usually create a 
lot of noise around things that are going on but I am sure 
Cristiano is focused.

Portugal coach Fernando Santos

portugal  
focus stays 
firm ahead of 
GhaNa clash



dpa 
Berlin 

Bayern Munich on Wednes-
day reacted shocked to the se-
vere knee injury their France 
defender Lucas Hernandez 
suffered at the World Cup and 
pledged their full support.

Hernandez ruptured the 
cruciate ligament in his right 
knee early in the holder’s 4-1 
win over australia at the Qatar 
tournament on Tuesday and 
will be out for months and pos-
sibly even for the rest of the 
season. He was replaced by his 
brother Theo.

“Of course, we were all 
shocked and very sorry to hear 
that,” Munich board member 
for sport Hasan Salihamidzic 
said in a statement by the Bun-
desliga champions.

“But Lucas is a fighter and 
will make a strong comeback. 
He’ll now leave Doha very soon, 
come to us, then have surgery 
and start his rehab in Munich, 
where he’ll be given every pos-
sible support.” 

Munich chief executive 
Oliver Kahn tweeted: “Lucas’ 
injury is a big blow for us. But 
we know him: He is one of the 
international top players with 
the strongest will. Lucas is a 
top professional and will give 
everything to come back even 
stronger. FC Bayern stands by 
your side!” 

Hernandez has had injury 
problems before and had only 
returned to action just before 
the World Cup after seven 

weeks on the sidelines with a 
groin injury.

He is the latest Bayern star 
out injured lately. Senegal’s Sa-
dio Mane missed the World Cup 
after having to undergo surgery 
on a fibula injury sustained ear-
lier in the month and is not like-
ly to be fit again when the Bun-
desliga resumes in mid-January.

Morocco and Bayern de-
fender noussair Mazraoui also 
came off in Wednesday’s 0-0 
draw with Croatia with a hip 
problem.

Hernandez suffered his in-
jury in the ninth minute of the 
game when he tried in vain to 
prevent Mathew Leckie from 
crossing to Craig Goodwin for 
australia’s opening goal.

France coach Didier Des-
champs had even before the 
final diagnosis labelled Hernan-
dez’s injury “the big black spot 
tonight” and two-time scorer 
Olivier Giroud added that “we 
want to dedicate this match to 
him [Hernandez] because we 
are losing another colleague in 
this competition.” 

It was later confirmed that 
Hernandez would face a lengthy 
rehabilitation. France have been 
rocked by several injuries with 
Karim Benzema, Christopher 
nkunku, Paul Pogba, n’Golo 
Kante and Presnel Kimpembe 
all ruled out of the World Cup 
before Les Bleus had played in 
Qatar.

“Like the whole group, play-
ers and staff, I am extremely 
sorry for Lucas,” Deschamps 
said.

Bayern Munich 
‘shocked’ by 

Hernandez injury 
at World Cup

Ceferin lauds FIFA World Cup Qatar’s classy opening ceremony
Tribune news neTwork

DOHA

UeFa president aleksander Ceferin 
believes Qatar has already underlined 
why it is a worthy host nation in the 
early stages of the FIFa World Cup 
Qatar 2022. 

after a decade of build-up and an-
ticipation, the FIFa World Cup Qatar 
2022 got underway with a spectacu-
lar opening ceremony at al Bayt Sta-
dium, its design inspired by a Bedouin 
tent - one of the main foundations of 
arabian culture and hospitality. 

after the emir HH Sheikh Tamim 
bin Hamad al Thani, declared the 
tournament officially ‘open’, the focus 
immediately switched to the month-
long action set to unfold across the 
arabian Gulf state, which is the first 
country in the arab world to host FI-
Fa’s quadrennial showpiece.

With more than $200 billion 
spent in sporting infrastructure for 

the tournament, seven new stadiums 
have been built specifically for this 
World Cup, including the 60,000-
seat al Bayt Stadium north of Doha, 
with Ceferin revealing he has only 
heard positive feedback from teams 

participating in the event.
Speaking exclusively to beIn 

SPOrTS, Ceferin said: “The open-
ing ceremony was impressive, it was 
a great show in a great new stadium. 
It was a great start to the World Cup. 
all the teams I speak with, and all the 

presidents of the european Federa-
tions, are very happy with how they 
are placed here. everything is great.”

Ceferin also insisted that Qatar, 
home to three million people, is con-
stantly evolving and improving: “The 
infrastructure is impressive and the 
fact that things have changed too [in 
Qatar] means hosting a competition 
with all the world looking at you helps 
your development. It’s great to host 
a competition like this as you can do 
many things from it. I’ve been in foot-
ball 11 years and debates in football 
never end. Facts are important, not 
debates.”

Meanwhile, Ceferin reinforced 
european Club association Chairman 
nasser al Khelaifi’s recent message 
that european football must remain 
united amid fresh talk of a breakaway 
Super League being introduced.

“We have many priorities, but 
the most important thing is we keep 
the european sports model and the 

model of the competitions we have,” 
Ceferin explained. 

“We must keep the ‘[Champions 
League] slogan: ‘earn it’ on the pitch, 
but what I would like to say is we don’t 
have the crises of the last three years 
anymore. We had COVID, we had this 
crazy idea of Super League, we had 
the UeFa european Championships 
in 11 countries with COVID, and in the 
end the [russia and Ukraine conflict] 
started. So, I hope we have calmer 
days in the future. 

“We are working close together, 
we are almost one. We think about 
every topic concerning club football 
and our co-operation with the chair-
man nasser al Khelaifi is fantastic,” 
added Cerefin. 

“I have so many challenges that 
we would need another interview to 
tell you everything. I can say that we 
at UeFa work for the good of football 
and we’ll do that in the future. There’s 
no compromise on that.”

Aleksander Ceferin

Deschamps defends choice to 
substitute Giroud in France win

dpa 
DOHA 

DIDIer Deschamps has de-
fended his decision to substi-
tute Olivier Giroud in France’s 
World Cup win over australia, 
delaying his bid to become 
France’s all-time leading goals-
corer outright.

Giroud equalled Thierry 
Henry’s record of 51 goals for 
France with a brace on Tues-
day, helping Les Bleus fight 
back to post a 4-1 win in their 
Group D contest.

However, the striker was 
replaced by Marcus Thuram in 
the closing stages, meaning he 
will have to wait until Satur-
day’s meeting with Denmark 
for another chance to seize the 
record for himself.  

Deschamps was defen-
sive when asked why he with-
drew Giroud in his post-match 
press conference, responding: 
“Would you like to take my 
place and be the coach?  “Ol-
ivier Giroud did what he does 
best, he scored goals. you have 
to manage a lot of things as a 
coach.

“We have another match 
in four days and we’d already 
scored four goals, so sometimes 
it’s good to give someone else a 
chance and give him a rest.

“you tend to talk about re-
cords a lot, he tends to focus 
on what he does on the pitch.  

“He was very effective tonight, 
which is great for him, he’s use-
ful with the way he links up 
with the other attackers in our 
team.” as well as claiming a 
slice of France history, Giroud - 
aged 36 years and 53 days - be-
came the second-oldest player 
to score a World Cup brace, af-
ter roger Milla did so twice at 
the 1990 tournament when 38 
years old.

France initially looked un-

likely to make a positive start to 
their World Cup defence, with 
adrien rabiot having to cancel 
out Craig Goodwin’s opener be-
fore Giroud took centre stage.

Deschamps was pleased 
with Les Bleus’ response to go-
ing behind after witnessing oth-
er sides fail to fight back in the 
tournament’s opening round of 
fixtures.

“I think we began the match 
well, we linked up well in the 

first few minutes but we let in 
a goal which we should have 
avoided,” Deschamps said.

“It was tough, but in the sec-
ond half we showed a lot more 
confidence, we created a lot 
more chances and scored four 
goals, so of course that is good. 
We could have scored more, but 
it’s a very good beginning.

“The first match is always 
vital, so I have to congratulate 
the team.

We saw some earlier games 
where teams were unable to re-
spond, but we did. We showed 
strength of character.” Tuesday 
began with one of the greatest 
upsets in World Cup history as 
Saudi arabia beat argentina 
2-1, but Deschamps said that 
surprise result had no bearing 
on France’s approach.

“The players saw that 
match, but you have to focus on 
the opponent that’s in front of 
you,” he added.
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ronaldo handed two-game ban 
and fine over Everton fan incident

dpa 
lOnDOn

CrISTIanO ronaldo has 
been banned for two match-
es and handed a £50,000 
($59,868.75) fine by the Foot-
ball association (Fa) for hitting 
a mobile phone out of a fan’s 
hand at everton.

The 37-year-old, who is 
now a free agent following his 
release from Manchester Unit-
ed on Tuesday, had the alterca-
tion with the 14-year-old boy 
after a 1-0 defeat at Goodison 
Park on april 9, and was cau-
tioned by Merseyside Police.

The Fa also charged the 
Portugal forward with improp-
er conduct and an independent 
panel has handed down a sus-
pension and hefty fine.

The ban will be transferred 
when ronaldo joins a new club 
in any country, but does not 
count in the World Cup.

a statement from the Fa 
read: “Cristiano ronaldo has 
been suspended for two match-
es, fined £50,000 and warned 
as to his future conduct for a 

breach of Fa rule e3.
“The forward admitted 

that his conduct after the final 
whistle of the Premier League 
game between Manchester 
United FC and everton FC on 
Saturday 9 april 2022 was im-
proper.

“an independent regula-

tory commission found that 
his conduct was both improper 
and violent during a subse-
quent hearing, and imposed 
these sanctions.” 

ronaldo had accepted the 
Fa charge but requested a per-
sonal hearing in a bid to try to 
avoid a suspension.

During the independent 
hearing, held over Microsoft 
Teams on november 8, ron-
aldo claimed he had “legitimate 
concern. for his own physi-
cal safety and well-being and 
leaving the field of play” after 
approaching the tunnel where 
everton fans were congregat-
ing.

However, the panel re-
jected the claim, citing it was 
an “act born of frustration and 
annoyance rather than fear or 
concern for his well-being.” 
The panel also rejected the 
Fa’s submission that ronaldo 
should be banned for three 
games.

If and when ronaldo serves 
the suspension remains to be 
seen following his exit from Old 
Trafford on Tuesday, which 
leaves him currently without a 
club.

The ban will carry over if 
he joins another team under 
the jurisdiction of the Fa and 
it will also be transferred to a 
new association, meaning he 
must serve a two-game domes-
tic sanction.

File photo of Cristiano Ronaldo. (Afp)

France’s coach Didier Deschamps shouts instructions to his players 
from the touchline during the Qatar 2022 World Cup Group D football 
match between France and Australia at the Al Janoub Stadium in Al 
Wakrah on Tuesday. (Afp)

beIN interview
Speaking exclusively to bein 
SpOrTS, Ceferin said, ‘The 
opening ceremony was impressive, 
it was a great show in a great new 
stadium. it was a great start to the 
World Cup. All the teams i speak 
with, and all the presidents of the 
european federations, are very 
happy with how they are placed 
here. everything is great’

France’s defender Theo Hernandez (left) is tackled by Australia’s mid-
fielder Aaron Mooy during the Qatar 2022 World Cup Group D football 
match between France and Australia at the Al Janoub Stadium in Al 
Wakrah on Tuesday. (Afp)

Deschamps was defensive 
when asked why he  
withdrew Giroud in his 
post-match press  
conference, responding: 
‘Would you like to take my 
place and be the coach?  
‘Olivier Giroud did what he 
does best, he scored goals. 
You have to manage a lot 
of things as a coach’



Agencies
Doha

Winger Filip Kostic is in dan-
ger of missing Serbia’s World 
Cup opener against Brazil on 
Thursday due to a thigh injury. 
“We already have 99% of the 
line-up in mind. But what i can 
say is that there is still a big ques-
tion mark over Kostic,” Serbia 
coach Dragan Stojkovic told a 
news conference on Wednesday.

The Juventus player has 
only done running practice in 
Qatar so far.

Stojkovic considers the 
group with Brazil, Switzerland 
and Cameroon “the most dif-
ficult of the whole World Cup. 
We Serbians are not happy 
with this draw.”

The 57-year-old, who was 
a star of the former Yugoslavia 
team at the 1990 World Cup, 
also said of the Brazil clash: “it 
will be a tough game. An ex-
tremely difficult game. But the 
game starts 0-0. And we

are not afraid of anyone in 
the world. not even of Brazil.

“Brazil is a great team. For 
me it’s a golden generation 
at the moment and we expect 
of course a difficult game but 
we must focus on our football 
and try to be good opponents.” 
stressed Stojkovic. Serbia failed 
to make it out of their group 
four years ago after losing 2-0 
to Brazil in their final match.

This time, however, they are 
potentially dangerous dark hors-
es in Qatar after topping their 
qualifying group ahead of Por-
tugal and most recently winning 
their nations League section.

ranked 21st in the FiFA 
rankings, Serbia do however 
come into their opening match 
in group g with concerns sur-

rounding the fitness of a key 
player in the shape of Kostic.

“it is a huge question mark 

as to whether he is going to join 
us because he got an injury in 
his last game with Juventus,” 

said Stojkovic adding that 
striker Aleksandar Mitrovic is 
expected to play.

Serbia ‘afraid of none’ but  
Kostic’s fitness a worry
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BrAziL must take advantage 
of having neymar in his “best 
mode” at the World Cup, ac-
cording to captain Thiago Silva.

neymar heads into the 
Qatar tournament in supreme 
form. He has directly con-
tributed to 26 goals for Paris 
Saint-germain, scoring 15 and 
setting up a further 11 this sea-
son.

His tally of goal involve-
ments is the joint-most in the 
top-five european leagues, 
along with erling Haaland (23 
goals, three assists) and club-
mate Lionel Messi (12 goals, 14 
assists).

With 75 international goals 
to his name, neymar needs just 
three more to overtake Pele 
and become Brazil’s all-time 
leading scorer.

neymar’s injury in the 
quarter-finals of Brazil’s home 
World Cup in 2014 is often 
cited as a major factor in the 
7-1 thrashing by germany that 
followed in the last four, while 
he struggled to carry the team 

in russia four years later, with 
the Selecao losing to Belgium 
in the quarter-finals.

But with Vinicius Junior, 
richarlison, gabriel Jesus, 
rodrygo and raphinha sup-
porting neymar in attack, Silva 

believes Brazil have to make 
their attacking quality count.

“neymar has a good level 
for this competition,” Silva said 
in a press conference ahead of 
Brazil’s clash with Serbia on 
Thursday.

“now, without injury or 
worry, we see a better neymar. 
Best of all, he is humble.

“Our group has welcomed 
all of our colleagues and in my 
opinion they will make neymar 
even more at ease.

“We will share our respon-
sibilities as players and that will 
help us move forward. i think 
we need to take advantage of 
this best neymar mode.” 

it has been 20 years since 
Brazil won their fifth World 
Cup, and Silva - who was cap-
tain in 2014 but not in russia 
- believes that only serves as 
extra inspiration.

“The 2002 win is a great 
inspiration for all of us,” he ex-
plained.

“We have images of all the 
World Cups we have won and 
that’s a source of inspiration 
and motivation so we can con-
tinue making history.

“We know it’s up to us. i 
know those who could lift the 
World Cup in the past have had 
beautiful stories. it makes me 
even more motivated to honour 
our jersey.” 

Silva believes the blend of 
youth and experience in Tite’s 
squad is ideal, as the 38-year-
old claimed his experience of 
captaining Brazil in their dis-
appointing campaign on home 
soil has only benefitted his own 
development.

He said: “nowadays i am 
better prepared. Sometimes we 
need to learn the hard way.

“Our coaches can tell us but 
in the end we are the ones who 
need to learn from our experi-
ences. i am calm, i am at ease, 
having the trust of all my col-
leagues.

“i’m now enjoying the best 
version of Thiago Silva. i think 
i’m living the best moments of 
my career.”

(L-R) Brazil’s defender Marquinhos, forward Neymar and defender Thiago Silva take part in a training session at the Al Arabi SC Stadium in Doha 
on Wednesday on the eve of their FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 match against Serbia. (aFP)

Brazil need to capitalise on ‘Best 
mode’ of neymar, says silva

england optimistic Kane will 
be fit to face the us on Friday

PA mediA/dPA
al Wakrah

engLAnD are optimistic that 
Harry Kane will be fit to face 
the United States, with goal-
keeper Jordan Pickford con-
firming the skipper was “fine” 
and trained with team-mates.

The 29-year-old went down 
gripping his right foot in pain 
after being caught by a poor 
Morteza Pouraliganji challenge 
shortly after half-time in Mon-
day’s 6-2 group B win against 
iran.

Kane played on until the 
75th minute but was seen leav-
ing england’s World Cup open-
er with a slight limp and his 
right ankle lightly strapped.

The Football Association 
remained tight-lipped about 
Kane’s fitness on Tuesday, but 
it is understood the striker re-
ceived the all-clear on Wednes-
day after undergoing a scan.

Kane, adidas golden Boot 
winner at the last FiFA World 
Cup, went off after 75 minutes 
and was reportedly seen with 

light strapping on the ankle. 
However, a scan has revealed 
no damage and he will be avail-
able to face USA on Friday, said 
a FiFA release.

Teammates were optimistic 
that Kane will be fine and Pick-
ford allayed concerns when 
speaking at Al Wakrah Sports 
Complex base on Wednesday.

“i think he is good, prob-
ably just a little bit sore,” the 
Three Lions goalkeeper said.

“i’m sure he is fine, he was 
out on the grass with us today 
which is good. He is our cap-
tain.” 

The development is a boost 
for england, whose manager 
gareth Southgate had down-
played concerns over the is-
sue immediately after the iran 
game. “i think Harry’s fine,” 
the manager said.

“i mean, it obviously looked 
a bad tackle but he carried on in 
the game and we took him off, 
really, because we felt it was 
a moment we could do that.” 
Pickford is confident england 
would have the strength in 
depth to cope should their re-
cord goalscorer miss out.

“everyone will take their 
chance,” he added. “When 
Harry went off, Callum (Wil-
son) came on and got an assist.

“everyone is training very 
hard. Obviously Harry is an 
unbelievable player, he’s the 
leader and the captain.”

Our group has welcomed all 
of our colleagues and in my 
opinion they will make 
Neymar even more at ease. 
We will share our 
responsibilities as players 
and that will help us move 
forward. I think we need to 
take advantage of this best 
Neymar mode.
Brazil’s Thiago Silva

Serbia’s coach Dragan Stojkovic leads a training session of his team at Al Arabi SC in Doha on on Wednesday 
on the eve of their FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 match against Brazil. (aFP)

Serbia’s coach Dragan Stojkovic (L) and Serbia’s forward Dusan Tadic address a press conference at the Qa-
tar National Convention Center (QNCC) in Doha on Wednesday on the eve of their FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 
match against Brazil. (aFP)

England’s forward Harry Kane (L) and Iran’s defender Morteza Pourali-
ganji collide during their FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 Group B match at 
the Khalifa International Stadium in Doha on Monday. (aFP)

The Football Association 
remained tight-lipped 
about Kane’s fitness on 
Tuesday, but it is under-
stood the striker has 
received the all-clear

Coach Stojkovic 
says Serbia 

should focus on 
their football



Brazil stars want World Cup triumph for ‘Father’ Tite farewell
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No matter the outcome 
for Brazil at Qatar 
2022, coach Tite will 
leave the post he has 

occupied since September 2016 
when the tournament finishes. 
The hope for both Tite and his 
players is that they have seven 
matches left together; specifi-
cally that they reach the final in 
Lusail Stadium on 18 December.

Brazil begin their campaign 
at the final venue, against Serbia, 
on Thursday and have subse-
quent Group G encounters with 
Cameroon and Switzerland.

Born Adenor Leonardo 
Bacchi, the 61-year-old Tite 
kicked off his impressive Se-
leção tenure with a 3-0 defeat 
of Ecuador in Quito in the 

qualifiers for Russia 2018. That 
was the first of the 57 wins the 
South Americans have record-
ed in his 76 games in charge. 
Title has lost only five matches 
during his six-year tenure.

That record reveals exactly 
why Tite has been entrusted to 
oversee successive 
World Cup cam-
paigns, the first 
Brazil coach 
to have that 
honour since 
Mario Zagallo 
tried to de-
fend 

the title won in Mexico in 1970 
at the German tournament 
four years later.

So what is the secret to 
Tite’s success? The simple an-
swer to that is an inherent de-
sire to keep pushing his team 
for improvement, regardless 
of their impressive results. The 
pace at which Tite’s team plays 
is essential to that sustained 
development. 

Tite’s Selecao like to 
stretch the play and probe 
down the flanks, giving influ-
ential attacker Neymar more 

space in which to roam 
in the middle of the 
pitch. Equally, the 
Brazilians are ef-
fective in the press, 

making the most 
of their speed and 
agility to harry and 
close opposing play-

ers, as soon as possession is 
conceded. The team works as 
one to shut down space and 
prevent the opposition from 
playing the ball forwards. They 
boast a rich blend of talent and 
a system that maximises the 
team’s breadth of attributes.

While these factors were 
instrumental to their serene 
qualification, another crucial 
ingredient in this successful 
side is the human touch pro-
vided by the man the players 
call The Professor, a common 
nickname for coaches in Brazil.

Raphinha, while speaking og 
Tite, said: “First of all, I want 
to thank him for being the first 
coach to give me a chance with 
the national team and for bring-
ing me here to Qatar. I wouldn’t 
be here without him. He’s 
become very important for me, 
not just for what he passes on to 
me whenever I’m with A Seleção, 
but for what I can take away with 
me to my club. He’s given me a 
lot of confidence and the tools I 
need to keep those confidence 
levels as high as possible.”
(Fifa.com)

Giants Brazil ready to hit 
Qatar World Cup turf

Vinay nayudu
DoHA

FivE time champions Bra-
zil made their dazzling first 
eye-catching FiFA World Cup 
Qatar 2022 appearance the 
moment they touched down 
at the Hamad international 
Airport in Doha just four days 
ago wearing dapper light grey 
suits. They seemed like a team 
possessed walking behind their 
coach Tite.

Brazil were also the last of 
the teams to arrive for the 2022 
football extravaganza on the 
day of the inaugural match.

on Wednesday, they none-
theless seemed set to take on 
Serbia in their opening Group 
G match at the Lusail Stadium 
at 10 pm on Thursday in search 
of their stupendous sixth 
World Cup title. The group has 

Cameroon and Switzerland as 
the other teams.

Touted as favourites, Brazil 
as a team has been enjoying ex-
cellent form. They had an out-
standing qualifying campaign, 
as they went unbeaten to fin-
ish top of the South American 
qualifying group. 

Yet, the fact that Brazil did 
not win the trophy they virtu-
ally owned with five titles in 
2018 does weigh heavy. The 
Selecao were knocked out by 
Belgium in the quarter-finals 
in Russia. And their last World 
Cup triumph was 20 years ago 
inspired by the attacking tri-
umvirate of Ronaldo, Rivaldo 
and Ronaldinho.

The class of 2022 are tak-
ing the 2002 triumph as inspi-
ration to weave their magic in 
Qatar in quest of a golden sixth.

They have Neymar, the 
world’s most expensive player, 
who lines up for his third World 
Cup in fine form for his French 
club Paris Saint-Germain. The 
30-year-old has scored 13 goals 
with 11 assists in 19 games in 
Ligue 1 and the Champions 
League.

They also have vinicius 

Junior, Gabriel Jesus, Alisson, 
Thiago Silva, Militao, Richar-
lison, Dani Alves, Fabinho and 
Casemiro which makes them 
strong contenders.

But while much is expected 
of them, Brazil have no prob-
lem being the favourites, stated 
their coach Tite at a media in-
teraction ahead of their clash 
with Serbia. 

“The pressure is natural. 
Brazil have the biggest history 
in soccer and with that legacy 
always comes the pressure. We 
have some of the players that 
call the biggest media attention 
in the world so we take it natu-
rally, it’s our dream winning a 
World Cup. Pressure is inevita-

ble,” said the 61-year-old.
Tite also brushed aside re-

minders of Brazil not having 
won the trophy in the last 20 
years. “in Russia (2018) we only 
had two years to fix the team 
and i came to the rescue. Now it 
is different because i had the op-
portunity the build the team the 
way i wanted,” Tite said.

“That’s why my feeling to-
day is completely different than 
four years ago. i’m not that 
nervous because all the work 
has been done.”

A smart tactician, Tite kept 
the cards close to his chest 
about the team selection.

His reputation as a defen-
sive coach means there has 

been much speculation over his 
picks for the match against Ser-
bia, with the biggest question 
mark surrounding vinicius Jr.

The 22-year-old scored 
Real Madrid’s winner in the 
Champions League final 
against Liverpool and finished 
eighth in the Ballon d’or last 
month, elevating him to world-
class level in his fifth season 
with the La Liga side.

“We have three models and 
we will adapt accordingly with 
each opponent we face. All the 
players know that,” Tite said.

“Me as a coach, i need to 
have the capacity to bring out 
the best characteristics of each 
player.

“vinicius is one of the play-
ers up-front who have made 
their case playing at the high-
est level with their clubs. Now 
is my job to fit them in my 
scheme.”

Given the upset results Ar-
gentina and Germany suffered 
against Saudi Arabia and Ja-
pan respectively, Tite would 
need to be wary of Serbia.

A rollicking start shall put 
Brazil on the path of another 
dream run.

Tite-coached 
Brazil are chasing 

their 6th World 
Cup trophy

Brazil’s coach Tite (L) and Brazil’s defender Thiago Silva address the media 
at the Qatar National Convention Center (QNCC) in Doha on Wednesday on 
the eve of their FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 match against Serbia. (AFP)

 Tite’s like a father to us. He’s always treated us well 
and has created a warm and welcoming environment with 
the national team. He’s one of those people who gives you 
praise… but who’s not afraid to give you some home truths.

Richarlison

Brazil’s players 
during train-
ing session 
at Al Arabi 
SC stadium 
in Doha on 
Wednesday on 
the eve of their 
FIFA World Cup 
Qatar 2022 
match against 
Serbia. (AFP)

Brazil have won the 
World Cup five times 
and are pre-tourna-
ment favourites to 
win a record-extend-
ing sixth title.

Brazil have played in 
every World Cup 
since 1930 but they 
have not reached the 
final since they last 
won the title in 2002.

Neymar was Brazil’s 
top scorer in the 
World Cup qualifiers 
with eight goals as 
they qualified for the 
tournament without 
losing a single game.

Aleksandar Mitrovic, 
Serbia’s all-time top 
scorer with 50 goals, 
also netted eight 
times in the World 
Cup qualifiers but is 
an injury doubt for 
the group opener.

Serbia were also 
unbeaten in their 
qualifying campaign 
where they topped 
the group with a 
90th-minute winner 
from Mitrovic against 
Portugal in their final 
game to seal auto-
matic qualification.

Serbia have never 
gone past the group 
stage since they split 
from Montenegro in 
2006. 
Previous meetings:

 Brazil and Serbia 
also met each other 
in the group stage of 
the 2018 World Cup, 
with the South 
American team win-
ning 2-0 after 
Paulinho and Thiago 
Silva scored.

They have met each 
other only one other 
time previously with 
Brazil winning 1-0 in 
a friendly in 2014.

 Fact file

Brazil’s coach Tite on arrival at the 
Hamad International Airport in Doha 
on November 19, 2022, (AFP)

Group G: Brazil vs serBia (10pm) lusail stadium




