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Call it magic or miracle, 
Saudi Arabia made 
history by turning the 
footballing world up-

side down with an explosive 
2-1 victory over Argentina in 
a Group C match of the FIFA 
World Cup Qatar 2022 at the 
80,000-capacity Lusail Sta-
dium on Tuesday.

One of the biggest upsets 
in World Cup history, the 
Green Falcons’ triumph sent 
shockwaves across the globe. 
For Argentina it was a terrible 
Tuesday. The co-favourites 
of the tournament were left 
stunned by the first defeat for 
Argentina in the World Cup 
opener since famously los-
ing 1-0 to Cameroon in 1990. 
It also ended their unbeaten 
36-games streak.

Amazingly, riding on 
a penalty strike goal from 
Messi, Argentina had held 
on to their 1-0 lead until the 
break before Saudi Arabia hit 
back. And, it was an incred-
ible five-minute spell in the 
second half that saw Saleh Al 
Shehri and Salem Al Dawsari 
turn the game on its head as  
Saudi Arabia went 2-1 up 
by the 53-minute mark be-
fore withstanding an Ar-
gentina onslaught and  
secure the greatest result in 
their history.

Up with the lead, Saudi 
Arabia held on with a super 
display of tactics, off-side 
traps and great goalkeep-
ing of Saudi Mohammed Al 

Owais that saw the brave side 
emerge as heroes.

Although for Argentina, 
some of their scoring shots 
were ruled out by perfect VAR 
technology. 

For the Saudis, it was also 
a maiden triumph in any of 
their World Cup openers and 
their first-ever win against the 
South American side. A wa-
tershed moment for the first 
World Cup of the Middle East 
and the Arab region.

Messi broke the deadlock 
for Argentina from the spot 
in the 10th minute as his team 
seemed to have the game un-

der control as they targeted a 
record-equalling 37th inter-
national match unbeaten. 

But they were soon frus-
trated as Messi and Lautaro 
Martinez, twice, were tricked 
by a strong Saudi defensive 
line and saw their goals ruled 
out for offside.

Argentina were rattled in 
the 48th minute when Saleh 
Al Shehri, Saudi’s top scorer 
in qualifying, beat a sleepy de-
fence with a brilliant left foot 
strike through went through 
to the right corner.

Messi and his teammates 
were once again astonished 

when Salem Al Dawsari  
took a rebound and curled 
the ball with a solid right foot  
kick which rocketed into the 
far right corner to fire Saudi 
Arabia - ranked 51 in the 
world - into the lead. The 
goal sent the stadium into a  
frenzy as a sea of green leapt 
in joy.

The livened up contest 
continued to enthrall as Saudi 
keeper Mohammed Al Owais 
made fantastic saves to deny 
Nicolas Tagliafico from close 
range and a late Messi header.

Abdulelah Al Amri was 
also a key to the win as he pre-

vented an Argentina equalizer 
by clearing the ball off the line 
in added time.

The eight minutes of stop-
page time indicated by the 
referee turned into an extra 
14 minutes played after Sau-
di defender Yasser Shahrani 
went down after being hit by 
Al Owais’ knee.

There was a lot of concern, 
but the player signalled he 
was alright as he was carried 
off on the stretcher.

The late drama and the 
extra minutes, however, were 
not enough for Argentina to 
find a late equalizer in one of 
the competition’s biggest ever 
shocks - matching Argentina’s 
1990 defeat as holders and 
then-champions France los-
ing to Senegal in 2002.

Harve Renard, the 
56-year-old Frenchman and 
coach of Saudi Arabia, must 
be credited for his masterful 
tactics in achieving this result.

Argentina had 70% pos-
session to Saudi Arabia’s 
30%, with six yellow cards 

shown, including the impres-
sive Al Owais. Argentina had 
seven corner kicks to one for 
their opponent, and the Sau-
dis committed 21 fouls in the 
game. The Messi-led team 
had four shots on goal, while 
the Saudis converted their 
two chances to earn a memo-
rable victory over the two-
time world champions.

Argentina are now argu-
ably the victims of the biggest 
shock in World Cup history, 
up there with England’s loss 
to the United States in 1950 
and West Germany losing to 
Algeria in 1982.

Saudi Arabia now play Po-
land on Saturday, and Mexico 
next Wednesday with great 
hopes of qualifying for the 
Round of 16.

If Argentina need some-
thing to cling to, it is that 
they reached the final follow-
ing that opening defeat 42 
years ago. They meet Mexico 
on Saturday, and Poland next 
Wednesday. 
(inputs agencies)
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Saudi Arabia magic floors Argentina at electric Lusail Stadium in front of 88,012 spectators

Saudi Arabia’s Salem Al Dawsari (No. 10) celebrates 
scoring his team’s second goal during the FIFA World 
Cup Qatar 2022 Group C match against Argentina at 
the Lusail Stadium on Tuesday. (aFp)

Saudi Arabia’s forward #11 Saleh Al Shehri shoots to score his team’s first goal during the FIFA World Cup 
Qatar 2022 Group C match against Argentina at the Lusail Stadium on Tuesday. (aFp)

Argentina suffered the biggest shock in World Cup 
history, following England’s loss to the United States in 

1950, and West Germany losing to Algeria in 1982.

For Saudi Arabia, it was a maiden triumph in any of their 
World Cup openers and their first ever win against the 

South American side.

Saudi Arabia are the first non-European 
team to beat Argentina at the World Cup 

since Cameroon in 1990.

Argentina S Arabia

1 2
Lionel Messi 10’ (P); Saleh Al Shehri 48’, Salem Al Dawsari 53’

SCORELINE

&HISTORIC



Saeed al Owairan de-
scribed his swashbuck-
ling goal against Bel-
gium at USa 1994 as “a 

Saudi miracle.” and it was. The 
attacking midfielder hotfooted 
across the Robert F. Kennedy 
Memorial Stadium, slaloming 
past opponents from inside 
his own half into Belgium’s 
penalty area, before slamming 
the ball into the roof of a net 
guarded by no less than Michel 
Preud’homme, who would win 
the Lev Yashin award at that 
very tournament.

It is, astonishingly, no 
longer top of the list of Saudi 
miracles. Today, a 90-minute 
supernatural occurrence de-
throned 10 seconds of genius.

Saudi arabia went into 
their Group C opener as the 
immeasurable underdogs. ar-
gentina had gone 36 games 

unbeaten and needed just one 
more to equal Italy’s world re-
cord. With a backline that had 
kept 13 clean sheets in its last 
15 internationals, and an at-
tack featuring angel di Maria, 
Lautaro Martinez and Lionel 

Messi, that was a given. Fur-
thermore, asian sides had been 
overwhelmed in their first two 
outings at Qatar 2022, with ec-
uador cruising to victory over 
the hosts and england thrash-
ing Iran 6-2.

and it seemed a question 
not of the outcome, but of how 
many argentina would win 
by in the early stages. Lionel 
Messi put them 1-0 up from 
the spot after 10 minutes, and 
Lionel Scaloni’s side had three 

goals disallowed for offside.
The Saudis, however, didn’t 

let their heads drop. Whatever 
coach Herve Renard said at 
half-time, it sent them out op-
timistic. expectant even. Saleh 
al Shehri, within minutes, 

equalised. Soon after, having 
magically kept the ball from 
three argentinians, Salem al 
dawsari made it 2-1.

Thereafter it was down to 
defensive heroics. ali al Bu-
laihi and Hassan al Tambakti 
were rocks at the heart of the 
rearguard. Goalkeeper Mo-
hammed al Owais made sev-
eral outstanding saves. 

The final whistle sounded 
and Saudi arabia had pulled 
off one of the greatest upsets in 
World Cup history – one that 
gives them a great chance of 
reaching the knockout phase 
for the first time since 1994.

Italy’s world record had 
been preserved. Saeed al 
Owairan’s distinction had been 
lost. Not that he will care in 
the slightest. Today was not 
only the Green Falcons’ zenith, 
but every Saudi football fan’s 
proudest moment. (FiFa.com)

The moTher 
Saudi Arabia’s goalkeeper 
Mohammed Al Owais and 
teammates celebrate at the 
end of their Group C FIFA World 
Cup Qatar 2022 match against 
Argentina at the Lusail Stadium 
on Tuesday. (aFP)

‘No excuses’ - Messi shocked after 
Argentina suffer Saudi defeat

STATS Perform/dPA

LIONeL Messi says argentina 
have “no excuses” after they 
fell to a hugely disappointing 
2-1 loss to Saudi arabia in their 
World Cup opener at Lusail 
Stadium on Tuesday.

“There are no excuses,” 
Messi told reporters in a post-
match news conference.

“It’s a very hard blow for eve-
ryone, we didn’t expect to start 
like this. We are going to be more 
united than ever. This group is 
strong and they have shown it.

“This is a situation that we 
did not have to go through in 
a long time. Now we have to 
show that this is a real group.

“Things happen for a rea-
son. We have to prepare for 
what’s coming, we have to 
win and it depends on us.” after 
Messi converted from the spot 
to put argentina 1-0 up after 
just 10 minutes, Lionel Scalo-
ni’s men remarkably saw three 
goals chalked off for offside be-
fore half-time as Saudi arabia 
employed a bravely high line.

Messi complimented Herve 

Renard’s side for their defend-
ing, but conceded argentina 
could have done more to break 
through. He  said: “We knew 
that [Saudi] arabia is a team 
with good players, that moves 
the ball well and that advances 
the [defensive] line a lot.

“We had worked on it, but 
that’s why we had many goals 
ruled out. Perhaps we did not 
find the right moment to avoid 

falling into the trap.” 
The defeat ended a run 

of 36 matches unbeaten, and 
Messi feels La albiceleste need 
to get the fundamentals right to 
bounce back and salvage their 
World Cup campaign which is 
personal fifth and last.

Messi added. “It’s up to us 
to correct what we did wrong, 
[and] try to get back to the base 
of who we are.” 
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Argentina’s forward Lionel Messi is tackled by Saudi Arabia’s defender 
Hassan Altambakti during their FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 at the 
Lusail Stadium on Tuesday. (AFP)

Confidence and faith reasons for 
our historic win: Coach renard

KhAlid TAwAlbeh 
DOHA

SaUdI arabia coach Herve 
Renard, while congratulating 
his team on the historic victory 
against tournament favourites 
argentina on Tuesday, said the 
win was important considering 
that it came in their first outing 
at the FIFa World Qatar 2022.

“They created history 
through this victory which will 
remain in the minds for a long 
time,” he said at a post-match 
press conference.

Renard said he had reposed 
full faith in his players during 
their training. There was also 
no pressure put on them by the 
officials before the tournament. 

The Frenchman said, “We 
celebrated for twenty minutes, 
and this is enough from my 
personal point of view because 
we are facing other challenges.”

The coach said: “I really 
didn’t like the performance in 
the first half, we were falling 
back a lot, and we also didn’t 
put pressure on the opponents, 
we conceded a goal and there 

were goals cancelled with the 
help of VaR but if the argen-
tines had scored a second goal, 
they might have finished the 
match.”

Goalkeeper Mohammed al 
Owais, who was crowned best 
player of the match, credited 
team effort for the win. “I was 
not the only one who made the 
precious victory possible. The 
whole team made great efforts 
for the three points, which will 

be a great motivation to con-
tinue to perform well and reach 
the second round.”

al Owais was all praise for 
the fighting spirit shown by all 
the players in the team. He said 
they believed in their ability to 
return in the second half and 
turn the tables.”

Striker Saleh al Shehri, who 
scored the equalizer, thanked 
the Saudi people and the arab 
fans for the victory.”

Saudi Arabia’s French coach Herve Renard during the match. 

Saudi miracleSof

argentina, victims of one of the biggest shocks in World cup history, are up there with 
England’s loss to the United States in 1950 and West Germany losing to algeria in 1982

Saudi arabia went into their opener unfancied; 
argentina had gone 36 games unbeaten
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France 0-1 Senegal,   Korea / Japan
This upset came in the opening match of the tournament. 
Though deprived of the services of the injured Zinedine Zidane, 
defending world champions France looked to have an even 
stronger side than the one that had lifted the world title on 
home soil four years previously. Les Bleus were also reigning 
European champions, having won the continental title in 2000. 
As for Senegal, this was their first ever World Cup finals match.

argentina 0-1 cameroon,  Italy
While the world expected Diego Maradona and his 
team-mates to put on a show in the opening match 
in Milan, the defending champions never got into 
gear and went down to a side making only their sec-
ond World Cup appearance.

Korea republic 2-1 italy, 
Korea,  Japan
This Round of 16 tie was Korea Republic’s first 
in six appearances. The Italy line-up was packed 
with star players from the world’s strongest 
league at the time.

italy 0-1 coSta rica, Brazil
Costa Rica were seen as rank outsiders in a 
group containing three former world champi-
ons. Defying expectations, the Costa Ricans 
kicked off with a win over Uruguay in their 
opening game and then showed it was no ac-
cident by overcoming for Italy in their second 
match.

england 0-1 uSa, Brazil
England had a big reputation at the time as 
the inventors of the game, while USA had 
little or no footballing tradition to speak of, 
despite placing third at the inaugural World 
Cup in 1930.
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Korea DPR were tournament newcomers and Italy 
two-time champions. This surprise win, which came 
in the final round of group matches, knocked the 
Italians out of the competition.

W germany 1-2 algeria,  Spain
Two-time world champions West Germany were one 
of the tournament favourites. For debutants Alge-
ria, this was their first ever World Cup match.

argentina 1-2 S arabia, Qatar
Colossal. Argentina began Qatar 2022 as the 
second favourites to lift the trophy behind Brazil. 
Furthermore, the first two Asian teams to play at 
this competition were beaten soundly, with Ecua-
dor cruising to victory over the hosts and England 
thumping IR Iran 6-2. And when Lionel Messi, 
Lautaro Martinez and Co went 1-0 up, it seemed 
more a question of how many they’d win by rather 
than what the result would be.

brazil 1-2 norWay, France
The Norwegians’ comeback came in the last 
match in Group A, with Brazil having won 
their first two matches and Norway drawn 
theirs. It was only the Scandinavians’ second 
victory in a World Cup match.

e germany 1-0 W germany, 
Germany 
This was East Germany’s World Cup debut, while 
their western neighbours were established World 
Cup heavyweights and were aiming to win a sec-
ond world title, this time on home soil.

Spain 2-3 nigeria, France
Nigeria were playing in only their second 
World Cup. Though they had made a good 
impression in their first, four years earlier, 
when they reached the Round of 16, they 
were not expected to trouble a strong 
Spain side featuring the likes of Fernando 
Hierro, Raul and Luis Enrique.

The  
greaTesT 
FIFa World Cup  
upseTs

In its near 100-year  
history, the FIFa World 
Cup has seen many 
shock results, with  
several unfancied teams 
pulling off unlikely wins 
against illustrious  
opponents.



Lewandowski denied first goal  
in Mexico-Poland stalemate

FIFA.COM

RobeRt Lewandowski was denied a 
first World Cup goal when Guillermo 
ochoa saved the striker’s second-half 
penalty to earn Mexico a deserved 
share of the spoils against Poland on 
tuesday.

barcelona player Lewandows-
ki’s effort from 12 yards was one of 
only two attempts on target from 
the Poles. the Central Americans 
were the more progressive team, but 
similarly short on clear opportuni-
ties. Wojcieh Szczesny in Poland’s 
goal readjusted his footing to repel 
a deflected edson Alvarez shot and 
Alexis Vega skied a late strike from 
distance.

Poland had their golden chance 
when Lewandowski was impeded in 
the box by Hector Moreno, as the 
pair grappled in pursuit of a forward 
ball. Referee Chris beath awarded 
the penalty after a VAR check but 
following a wait nearing four min-
utes Lewandowski saw his attempt 
to ochoa’s left parried away by the 
veteran goalkeeper.

Poland’s record scorer Lewan-
dowski has 76 international goals 
but his wait for a World Cup strike 

extends to a fifth game and his  
team’s meeting with Saudi Arabia on 
Sunday.

Key moment
Unquestionably the penalty stop 
from ochoa that prevented Poland 
burgling all three points against a 
game Mexico team.

Lewandowski showed no out-

ward sign of butterflies as he respot-
ted the ball during an extended wait 
to take his kick. the attempt was 
accurately placed but Lewandowski 
will probably concede he could have 
done with applying more power. 
ochoa, at his fifth World Cup and 
ever-present in Mexico’s campaigns 
in brazil and Russia, was equal to the 

strike.
the 37-year-old sprang to his 

left to save and add another clean 
sheet to a CV that features World 
Cup shutouts against brazil and 
Germany. More importantly, ochoa 
banked his team a vital point in ad-
vance of Group C fixtures against 
Argentina and tuesday’s headline 

makers, Saudi Arabia.
ochoa’s penalty save from Rob-

ert Lewandowski is the first one to be 
saved by a Mexican goalkeeper (ex-
cluding shootouts) since oscar bon-
figlio denied Argentina’s Fernando 
Paternoster in 1930.

ochoa was declared player of the 
match.

Mexico’s goalkeeper Guillermo Ochoa stops a penalty kick by Poland’s forward Robert Lewandowski during the Qatar 2022 World Cup Group C football match between Mexico and Poland at Stadium 974 in Doha on 
Tuesday. (AFP)
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Poland will support ‘emotional’ Lewandowski: Coach Michniewicz
STATS PerFOrM/dPA

DohA 

tHe Poland squad will sup-
port an “emotional” Robert 
Lewandowski following his 
penalty miss in tuesday’s goal-
less World Cup clash against 
Mexico.

Lewandowski saw his 
chance of a first World Cup goal 
dashed when his 58th-minute 
penalty was repelled by Guiller-
mo ochoa - one of the few mo-
ments of note in an otherwise 
drab affair at Stadium 974.

the barcelona striker car-
ries the weight of Poland’s 
hopes on his shoulders and 
coach Czeslaw Michniewicz 
admitted he was upset in the 
dressing room afterwards.

Michniewicz said: “I sym-
pathise with him. I know how 
a captain who misses a penalty 
feels. He was very emotional 

about it - we have a monitor in 
the dressing room and Robert 
watched the replays. He has 
to process it himself, he knows 
how to deal with these situa-
tions. As a squad we will help 
him and we know he will help 
us in the future.

“Great players miss penal-
ties - Socrates, Zico, [Michel] 
Platini, [Diego] Maradona 
among others, it’s football. It’s 
a pity as I know how much he 
wanted to score a goal at the 
World Cup. I hope the follow-
ing opportunities will be trans-
lated into goals.” 

overall, Michniewicz was 
satisfied with a point with the 
dynamic of Group C altered 
following Saudi Arabia’s stun-
ning defeat of Argentina earlier 
in the day. He added: “It was a 
very difficult game with tricky 
opponents. the result did not 
reduce the chance of qualifying 

for either us or Mexico. It’s eas-
ier if you win your first match 
but it was important not to lose.

“I remember we lost our 
first game in Russia [at the 
2018 World Cup] and it was 
very difficult afterwards. eve-
rything is still in our hands.” 

Asked if the Argentina result 
would alter his approach to Sat-
urday’s now-crucial clash with 
Lionel Scaloni’s men, Mexico 
boss tata Martino replied: “In 
theory, I would say not.

“We must play our football 
and this result doesn’t change 
our mentality. We need to play 
an intelligent game, and also 
understand who we are facing. 
We need to remember we are 
playing against one of the main 
candidates to win the World 
Cup. I also don’t think they will 
change. even if they had won 
today, they would want to win 
their second game.”

Poland face Saudi Arabia next on  
Saturday when Mexico meet Argentina

Poland’s forward Robert Lewandowski (left) fights for the ball with Mexico’s midfielder Edson Alvarez during the Qatar 2022 
World Cup Group C football match between Mexico and Poland at Stadium 974 in Doha on Tuesday. (AFP)

Mexican workers and football fans watch 
the Qatar 2022 World Cup Group C  
football match between Mexico and 
Poland on TV at La Merced market in 
Mexico City on Tuesday. (AFP)

Poland’s coach Czeslaw Michniewicz shouts instructions to his players from the touchline during the FIFA 
World Cup Qatar 2022 Group C match against Mexico at Stadium 974 in Doha on Tuesday. (AFP)

Mexico Poland

0 0
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Doha (Dpa)

Mason Mount admits Eng-
land must improve defensively 
if they are to go deep into the 
World Cup.

While many were toasting 
the attacking display as Eng-
land secured a 6-2 victory over 
Iran in their opening Group B 
fixture, shipping two goals an-
noyed manager Gareth south-
gate.

Mehdi Taremi’s brace, a 
powerful finish and a last-gasp 
penalty, prevented the Three 
Lions from achieving their 
biggest ever World Cup win 
and Mount believes conceding 
twice in the knockout rounds 
could see England going home 
early.

“I think you could see the 
way we moved with the ball 
and the combinations that we 
played with is something we 
worked on during the previ-
ous five days we were here,” he 
said.

“But you see things about 
us needing to be more attacking 
but in the major tournaments 
you cannot afford to concede 
goals. That is when you - going 
further - start losing games.

“so you have to focus on 
that. That is what we have been 
doing as well. How defensively 
solid we can be.

“To score six goals is amaz-
ing but to concede two is not 
what we want to do and some-
thing we will look at going into 
the next game.” England’s scin-
tillating performance came af-
ter a run of six games without 
a win heading into the World 
Cup.

It was a period of form 
which saw southgate come in 
for widespread criticism for 
the first time since his appoint-
ment in 2016.

But Mount hailed the de-
sire of the squad to begin their 
World Cup campaign with a 
victory and put a poor spell be-
hind them.

“The last six games I don’t 
think we’ve had a win, so go-
ing into the game you can 
have that thought in your 
head, that we need to get an 
early goal or else it could be a 
difficult one,” added the Chel-
sea midfielder.

“But the way that we’ve 
trained over the last couple of 
days, the focus of this group 
and the desire to go out there 
and perform today was top 
class from all the boys.

“The way we started the 
game on that high press and 
the way we played with the ball 
really set the tone for the game.

“To get that early goal, it 
helps confidence-wise, and 
then to get two more in the first 
half.

“We know that the next 
game is going to be huge. It’s 
the Usa, they are a top team, 
I know a few of their players 
so it’s a game that you want 
to play in and it’s a game that 
you’re very excited for.”

Mount makes case for England’s defence
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THE first goalless draw at the 
FIFa World Cup 2022 came 
courtesy of Denmark, one of 
the fancied sides of the tourna-
ment, and Tunisia. an enthral-
ling fixture granted chances 
to both sides to take all three 
points, but ultimately there 
would be no victor.

Tunisia coach Jalel Kadri 
after his side was roared on by 
a fanatical support, said: “We 
know the crowd is very im-
portant for us. It’s always very 
important mentally, it gives 
us a great lift, and I’m looking 
forward to seeing the fans con-
tinue to do that. It really helped 
us in terms of our game. Tacti-
cally we played very well, and 
we deserved the draw and we 
played very well.

“We played against a pow-
erhouse of the tournament. We 
saw that our team performed 
very well. I should commend 
my players. Maybe we just 
lacked a bit of efficacy on the 
ground. We should have capi-
talised on the chances to have a 
better result.”

Denmark coach Kasper 
Hjumland, said the occasion 
was perfect but they couldn’t 
get a win.  

“They made an atmosphere 
that was perfect for them. But 
we were prepared, and I can-
not say that was the reason for 
the performance, my players 
have played in much tougher 
[environments]. We never said 
Tunisia would be a game that 
was easy to win, but we defi-
nitely had an aim of win-
ning this one because 
we knew a result in 
this game would 
have helped us.

“now it 
could be 
complicated. 
It’s one point 
each, now 
we have two 
great games. 
We’re look-
ing forward to 
France, we can’t 
wait to get started,” 
he said.

The best chances of the 
first half fell to the Tunisians 
- Mohamed Drager’s heavily 

deflected shot almost dipped in 
and Kasper schmeichel pulled 
off an excellent save to deny Is-

sam Jebali – but it was in the 
second half where the golden 
chance fell.

as andreas Christensen 
rose to head a corner goal-
wards, andreas Cornelius 

dived for the ball. 
Whether the outcome 

would have been different had 
he led with his foot rather than 
his head it cannot be known, 
but with it seeming like an 
opening goal was certain it 
was the striker who ended up 
across the goal line rather than 
the ball. Jesper Lindstrom’s 
late, swirling cross-come-shot 
proved the final unsuccessful 
sight of goal.

Key Moment: No  
last-gasp penalty

When the referee ran over to 
the VaR screen for a last-min-
ute penalty check, the Tuni-
sians held their breath, expect-
ing the worst. Montassar Talbi 
had possibly handled the ball – 
the Danes had called for it, but 
nobody could tell in real time 
– and awaited his fate.

This game, which had en-
tertained but not found its 
route to a winner, was offer-
ing a last chance for victory. 
However, the Mexican referee 
waved away the claim and the 
two sides shared the spoils.

goallESS DRaW aS DEnmaRk fail  
to hit StRiDE againSt tUniSia

Denmark and Tunisia 
served up the first 

goalless draw of FIFA 
World Cup Qatar 2022 
in an exciting match in 
which either side could 
have snatched the win

Denmark’s forward Andreas Cornelius heads the ball during the FIFA World Cup Qatar 
2022 Group D match against Tunisia at the Education City Stadium on Tuesday. (aFP)

England’s midfielder Mason Mount (left) heads the ball past Iran’s midfielder Ali Gholizadeh during the FIFA World 
Cup Qatar 2022 Group B match against Iran at the Khalifa International Stadium in Doha on Monday. (aFP)

The 19-year-old Han-
nibal Mejbri became 

just the second teenager 
to play for Tunisia in a FIFA 
World Cup match following 

Yasin Chikhaoui v Saudi 
Arabia (14/06/2006).

Denmark Tunisia

0 0

SCORELINE

Tunisia’s forward Naim Sliti (L) fights for the ball with Denmark’s defender Rasmus Kristensen during the FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 Group D match at the Education City Stadium on 
Tuesday. (aFP)



qna
Doha

Japan coach, Hajime Mori-
yasu, confirmed that his goal is 
to beat Germany today in their 
first match in Group E of the 
2022 FIFa World Cup Qatar.

“We have prepared well for 
all the tournament matches 
in which we seek to go far by 
achieving the best results,” 
Moriyasu said in the match’s 
press conference, which was 
held today at Qatar national 
Convention Center, adding 
that tomorrow’s match against 
Germany is “difficult.” 

He pointed out that the 
Japanese national team plays 
all the matches of the tourna-
ment, considering each match 
an “early final”, so the goal is 
to win, starting from today’s 
match against Germany, espe-
cially since the Japanese squad 
includes 7 players who play in 
the German League.

The Japanese national 
team coach continued: “Our 
group is difficult, but we have 
players capable of achieving 
good results, and I invite the 
asian fans present in Qatar to 
come to support us tomorrow, 
expressing his confidence in 
his team.

He added that the Japanese 
national team seeks to achieve 
the first victory for an asian 
team to prove to the world the 
ability of asian teams to com-
pete and provide high-level 
matches to change the history 
of the World Cup.

For his part, Maya Yoshida, 
the Japan national team play-
er, said: “We seek to present 
the best level tomorrow against 
the German national team, 

which we know well”.
Germany and Japan will 

meet at Khalifa International 
Stadium in the opening match-
es of Group E, which also in-
cludes Spain and Costa Rica.

bundesliga 
influences
japan squad

We want to beat  Germany and we 
need the support of Asian fans: 

Japanese Coach

Favourites Germany all set for opening clash against Japan
agency

Doha

GERManY and Japan square 
off in a Group Stage match for 
the Qatar 2022 World Cup. 
This game will take place on 
november 23, 2022, at 8:00 
a.m. at Khalifa International 
Stadium in al Rayyan (ET). 
Germans are dangerous, but 
Japanese are wiser. Here is 
all of the specific information 
about the potential lineups for 
this World Cup game.

Germany are favourites 
due to their current squad 
of top players, the major-
ity of whom play in Germany, 
though a few also play in Eng-
land and Spain.

Japan lost a recent game 
against Canada that exposed 
some holes in the defensive 
line, but a recent win against 
United States 2-0 during the 
Kirin Challenge Cup was an-

other of Japan’s strong results 
in 2022 against ‘big teams’.

Germany probable lineup
Germany aren’t playing as 

strong as before, during 2022 
they drew five games and won 
just three, including a 0-1 loss 

against Hungary.
Thomas Müller is the key 

player to score the goals, he 
has 118 caps and 44 goals, but 
Serge Gnabry will be at Mul-
ler’s side to prevent all the 
responsibility from falling on 

Muller’s shoulders.
This is the likely Germa-

ny’s lineup for this game: Ma-
nuel neuer, antonio Rüdiger, 
Matthias Ginter, niklas Süle, 
Lukas Klostermann, Joshua 
Kimmich, Leon Goretzka, 
Mario Götze, İlkay Gündoğan, 
Thomas Müller, Serge Gnabry.

Japan probable lineup
Japan didn’t have to make 

a big effort during the asians 
qualifiers, but they used the 
Kirin Challenge Cup to play 
some friendly games against 
big teams and the results 
were good, the only losses 
were against Brazil and Tuni-
sia. They won against Ghana, 
United States, paraguay.

Gaku Shibasaki will be the 
playmaker in the midfield, he 
has 60 caps and 3 goals play-
ing for Japan. Takuma asano 
is the top Japanese forward 
with 37 caps and 7 goals.

This is the likely Japan’s 

lineup for this game: Eiji Ka-
washima, Yuto nagatomo, 
Maya Yoshida, Hiroki Sakai, 
Takehiro Tomiyasu, Wataru 

Endo, Gaku Shibasaki, Ta-
kumi Minamino, Hidemasa 
Morita, Takuma asano, ayase 
Ueda.
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Germany’s head coach Hans-Dieter Flick (left) and Germany’s midfielder Joshua Kimmich ahead of a press conference at the Qatar National 
Convention Center (QNCC) in Doha on Tuesday. (aFP)

Japan’s  players take part in a training session at the Al Sadd SC train-
ing grounds in Doha on Tuesday. (aFP)

Germany belong among the 
World Cup favourites: Loew

dpa
Berlin

FORMER coach 
Joachim Loew be-
lieves Germany are 
playing good football 

and are once again one of the 
favourites for glory at the Qa-
tar World Cup.

Germany were dumped 
out in the group stage as hold-
ers in Russia four years ago 
and were beaten in the last 16 
at last year’s European Cham-
pionship by England as Löw 
stepped down after 15 years.

“Germany are definitely 
one of the co-favourites for the 
title, that’s how optimistic I 
am,” the 2014 World Cup-win-
ning coach told Germany’s Ex-
press newspaper on Tuesday.

“The team is high quality, 
the results were mostly good, 
as well as their way of play-
ing football.” Löw does not 
believe that the debate about 
the banned One Love captain’s 
armband will affect the team 
when they open their 2022 
campaign against Japan on 
Wednesday.

“They won’t be distracted 
by other things or get caught 
up in discussions. What counts 
now is the sport,” added the 
62-year-old.

He said he is “constantly 
in contact” with current coach 
Hansi Flick, who was his as-
sistant in run to the 2014 title 
in Brazil and succeeded him in 
the role last year.

Löw plans to travel to Qa-
tar after the group stage to 
watch some matches, he as-
sumes including Germany. 
“Hopefully, I’ll also see some 

inspiring German games then. 
I am one of the team’s and 
Hansi Flick’s biggest fans,” he 
remarked.

Low revealed that he is in 
constant contact with Ger-
many’s current professional 
football coach and his former 
assistant Hansi Flick, noting 
in this context that Flick has 
been by his side for 8 years 

and knows what is important 
in such a tournament and 
what could make the differ-
ence. It is noteworthy that 
Joachim Low was the man-
ager of the Germany national 
team from 2006 until 2021, 
as he led Germany to victory 
at the FIFa World Cup Brazil 
2014, after having won the fi-
nal match against argentina. 

Key Stats
  Making their 20th World Cup 

appearance, Germany have 
won the title four times. 
after a surprise 1954 victory 
over favourites hungary, they 
lifted the trophy as West 
Germany in 1974 and again 
in 1990 before their triumph 
at Brazil 2014. 

  Japan did not play at a 
World Cup finals until 1998 
but have qualified for all six 
editions since then, reaching 
the round of 16 three times. 

  Germany crashed out in the 
opening stage as defending 
champions at the last World 

Cup, finishing bottom of their 
group after losses to Mexico 
and South Korea. 

  Japan lost 3-2 to Belgium in 
the last 16 in russia four 
years ago, giving up a two-
goal lead and going out of 
the tournament to an injury 
time winner. 

  Previous meetings: Germany 
and Japan have met twice 
in friendly internationals. 
Germany won the first 3-0 in 
Yokohama in 2004, while the 
second, a warm-up for the 
2006 World Cup in leverkus-
en, ended in a 2-2 draw.

We have prepared well for 
all the tournament 
matches in which we seek 
to go far by achieving the 
best results . Our group is 
difficult, but we have 
players capable of 
achieving good results, 
and I invite the Asian fans 
present in Qatar to come 
to support us tomorrow.
Japan coach  
Hajime Moriyasu

Japan’s head coach Hajime  
Moriyasu during the 2022 Qatar 
World Cup Asian Qualifiers. (aFP)

Former Germany coach Joachim Loew. (aFP)

Group E: Germany vs Japan (4pm) Khalifa International Stadium
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Costa Rica goalkeeper Navas fit to  
face Spain in World Cup opener

STATS Perform/dPA
berlin

Keylor Navas will be fit to 
face Spain in Wednesday’s 
World Cup Group e opener, 
Costa rica assistant coach 
ronald Gomez said. Paris 
Saint-Germain goalkeeper Na-
vas has not featured for Chris-
tophe Galtier’s side in ligue 1 
this season, acting as deputy to 
Italy’s Gianluigi Donnarumma.

A lower-back issue for Na-
vas raised fears the 35-year-
old would not recover in time 
for Qatar, before Costa rica’s 
sole World Cup warm-up game 
scheduled for Thursday against 
Iran was cancelled.

The former real Madrid 
keeper will still be capable 
of featuring against Spain, 
though, according to luis 
Fernando Suarez’s assistant 
Gomez.

“He has had some pain 
in his back, but it is already 
solved, so we now expect him 
to play the matches and of-
fer what he has always given 
to us, which is reliability and 
good management of games,” 
Gomez said on Saturday.

The experienced coach Su-
arez will go to a third edition of 
FIFA’s top competition with a 
different nation, but has come 
under some scrutiny for select-
ing 37-year-old Bryan ruiz.

Gomez assured ruiz was 
selected on merit, though, after 
doubts were cast on the choice 
to pick Costa rica’s second-
most capped player.

“everybody knows him. We 
all know what Bryan represents 
to this national team and our 
football history,” Gomez add-
ed.  “He deserves to be here, 
he’s earned it, it is not a gift 
from our coach. 

Costa Rica’s goalkeeper Keylor 
Navas (left) controls the ball 
during a training session at the 
Al Ahli SC Stadium in Doha on 
Tuesday. (AFP)

QNA
DohA

THe Spanish football national 
team will meet tomorrow its 
Costa rican counterpart at 
the start of their campaign in 
Group e of the FIFA World Cup 
Qatar 2022, which started last 
Sunday and ends next Decem-
ber 18.

The two teams enter today’s 
match with the ambition of 
winning and securing their first 
points in their first confronta-
tion in the history of the World 
Cup, with both teams hav-
ing met previously in friendly 
matches three times.

The Spanish national team 
hopes to shine and restore the 
memories of “South Africa”, 
in which it won its first title in 
the World Cup in 2010. on the 
other hand, the Costa rica na-
tional team seeks to obtain a 
new achievement that exceeds 
what it achieved in the 2014 
FIFA World Cup Brazil eight 
years ago, when it reached 
the quarter-finals, in the best 
achievement in the history of 
its participation in the World 
Cup finals.

After its exit from the group 
stage in the 2014 FIFA World 
Cup Brazil, and the second 
round in the 2018 FIFA World 
Cup russia, Spain is partici-
pating in the FIFA World Cup 
Qatar 2022, in an attempt to 
restore spirit, prove itself, and 
strengthen its single World Cup 
title by gaining a second one, 
during its 16th participation in 
the World Cup.

Spain, which left the 2018 
FIFA World Cup russia in the 
second round after losing a 
penalty shootout to the host 
country, will try to bring back 
the successes of South Africa 
2010, by a generation of young 

players and other experienced 
players, led by Coach luis en-
rique.

Spain, the seventh in the 
world according to the FIFA 
classification issued last octo-
ber, will face Germany on No-
vember 27, at Al Bayt Stadium 
in an expected confrontation, 
which may largely determine 
the identity of the team that will 
lead in that group. Spain will 
then face Japan in the conclu-
sion of group stage matches on 
December 1, at Khalifa Interna-
tional Stadium.

Although coach luis en-
rique has not yet announced 
the final Spanish squad for the 
World Cup, the most promi-
nent players who may make an 
appearance are David de Gea, 
Sergio Busquets, Jorge Mero-
dio, Jordi Alba, Alvaro Morata, 
Cesar Azpilicueta, Dani olmo, 
Pedri and Daniel Carvajal.

The Spanish national team 
will stay at the Qatar University 

Campus and will train on Qatar 
University No 3 training site.

For his part, the task of the 
31st-ranked Costa rican na-
tional team, which is partici-
pating for the 6th time in the 
World Cup finals and the third 
in a row, will not be easy after it 
was drawn into Group e along-
side Spain, Germany and Ja-
pan, where it will face Japan at 
Ahmad Bin Ali Stadium on No-
vember 27, before it concludes 
the campaign in the group stage 
by facing Germany at Al Bayt 
Stadium on December 1.

Costa rica qualified in the 
2014 FIFA World Cup Brazil to 
the second stage after being in a 
group that included Italy, eng-
land and Uruguay at the time, 
to defeat Japan in the round 
of sixteen, before losing in the 
quarterfinals to the Netherlands 
via penalty kicks. However, Cos-
ta rica’s participation in 2018 
FIFA World Cup russia was not 
to expectations, Where the team 

got eliminated at the group 

Spain’s players attend a training session at the Qatar University Training ground in Doha on Tuesday, on the eve of their Qatar 2022 World Cup match against Costa Rica. (AFP)

Spain aim to reclaim loSt glory  
aS they await coSta rica

QNA
DohA

THe Costa rica national 
team’s coach, Colombian luis 
Fernando Suarez, did not 
hide his desire to win against 
the Spanish national team 
on Wednesday, in their first 
meeting in the FIFA World 
Cup Qatar 2022, for the Group 
e competitions that also in-
clude Germany and Japan.

He added in a statement 
today during the pre-match 
press conference:  “It is logical 
to say that it will be a difficult 
confrontation, and we have to 
be at the top of our level and 
play with great concentration 
throughout the 90 minutes.”

Suarez continued by say-
ing “everyone is very excited 
to show the distinguished 
level after the strong prepara-
tions that we went through, 
we hope to achieve a positive 
result in tomorrow’s meeting, 
especially since we have done 
a great job in defense, and 
we will rely on our offensive 
strength, we will not change 
our style, but we will try to 
change the way of playing in 
accordance with the nature of 
the competing team, and the 
most important thing is to be 
at the top of focus.”

The 62-year-old Costa ri-
can coach indicated that the 
Spanish national team plays 
with a high tactic and cannot 
be deceived, and it must fol-
low a style of play that enables 
the Costa rican national team 

to stop the Spanish danger, es-
pecially in the midfield.

He concluded: “The start-
ing line-up that will compete 
in tomorrow’s confrontation 
has not been decided, and 
there are some things that we 
will finish today, and we look 
forward to winning, and if we 
do our best, we can achieve 
that, and we believe in our ca-
pabilities, and we want to be 
world champions and we have 
the desire for that.”

For his part, the Costa ri-
can national team midfielder, 
Bryan ruiz, confirmed his 
confidence in the ability of all 
players to achieve a positive 
result against the Spanish na-
tional team tomorrow.

The 37-year-old added:  

“our confrontation against 
Spain is important for us and 
determines the national team’s 
path to pass through to the 
round of sixteen, and we have 
to play with great courage and 
have the ability to outperform 
the Spanish national team.”

He concluded his remarks: 
“We are waiting for the start-
ing whistle in order to enter 
the competitions tomorrow, 
and everyone is ready for this 
confrontation. We have many 
distinguished players in addi-
tion to the presence of veteran 
goalkeeper, Keylor Navas, 
whose presence is important 
and has great experience and 
constitutes an additional force 
that gives us great confidence 
on the field.”

We believe in our abilities: 
Costa Rica coach Suarez

Costa Rica’s Colombian coach, Luis Fernando Suarez, speaks to the 
media ahead of their match against Spain. (AFP)

azpilicueta wouldn’t swap any Chelsea 
trophy for World Cup win with spain
STATS Perform/dPA

berlin

CeSAr Azpilicueta says he 
would not swap any of his Chel-
sea trophies for a World Cup title 
with Spain.

Azpilicueta has lifted nine 
trophies with Chelsea since 
signing for them in 2012, and 
the Blues’ Club World Cup win 
in February this year means the 
defender has won every club 
prize possible with the london 
outfit.

In contrast, the 33-year-old 
is yet to taste glory with his in-
ternational side, having made 
his debut after their World Cup 
triumph in 2010 and the euro-
pean Championship successes of 
2008 and 2012.

Spain have not returned to a 
final since that 2012 victory, but 
Azpilicueta revealed he would 
not trade any of his club titles 

for a World Cup win, telling 
reporters: “Why would I swap 
any trophies? “I want to get an-
other one, this one [the World 

Cup] if I can. “I made my debut 
for Spain against Uruguay here 
in Qatar, in Doha, in 2013, so it 
would be a good story for me to 
win the World Cup here.  “We 
have a brilliant opportunity. We 
have an amazing group, we can 
play our football and after that 
it’s a tournament where you can-
not make any mistakes.” Spain 
get their World Cup campaign 
underway against Costa rica 
on Wednesday, before going on 
to face Germany and Japan in 
Group e.

Spain’s defender Cesar Azpili-
cueta attends press conference at 
the Qatar University training site 
in Doha recently. (AFP)

Group E: Spain vs Costa Rica (7pm) Al Thumama Stadium

Key Stats
 Spain are now one of the dominant forces of the world game, 
recently having won the european Championships in 2008 and 
2012 as well as the World Cup in 2010.  
 between november 2006 and June 2009 Spain enjoyed a 
record-equalling 35 match unbeaten run which included a 15 
game winning streak.  
 Spain won six out of their eight 2022 World Cup qualifying 
games, losing 2-1 in Sweden and drawing 1-1 at home to Greece.  
 Costa rica are the third most successful ConCACAF nation and 
have qualified for three World Cup finals.  
 Costa rica have failed to win their last six matches at the 
World Cup (in regular time).  
 Costa rica have won two (v Uzbekistan and nigeria) and drawn 
one (v Korea republic) pre-World Cup friendlies.  

Previous meetings:  
The two countries have met only three times, all in friendly games. 
Spain won two of them -- 2-1 in 2015 and 5-0 two years later -- 
and one match ended in a 2-2 draw (2011). 

 OWhy would I swap any 
trophies? I want to get another 
one, this one [the World Cup] if 
I can. 

Spain defender  
Cesar Azpilicueta.



Giroud scored a 
brace to join 

Thierry Henry on 
a record 51 France 
goals, and Adrien 

Rabiot and 
superstar Kylian 
Mbappe scored 

the others for 2018 
champions after 

Australia had 
taken an early 
surprise lead
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DPA
Al WAkrAh

Olivier Giroud made history 
for France as they overcame an 
early scare to trounce Australia 
4-1 for a perfect start into their 
World Cup title defence.

Giroud scored a brace to 
join Thierry Henry on a re-

cord 51 France goals, and 
Adrien rabiot and superstar 
Kylian Mbappe got the oth-
ers for the 2018 champions 
after Australia had taken an 
early surprise lead from Craig 
Goodwin in their opening 
Group D match.

The last three title holders 
italy, Spain and Germany had 

gone out in the group stage of 
the next tournament, so had 
France themselves in 2002 as 
1998 winners, - and their worst 
fears seemed to come true nine 
minutes into the game when 
Goodwin fired the Socceroos 
ahead into the roof of the net at 
the far post off Matthew leck-
ie’s cross.

it added to les Bleus’ woes 
that defender lucas Hernan-
dez injured himself trying to 
stop leckie and limped off - 
the latest casualty for the team 
already without midfielders 
N’Golo Kante and Paul Pogba 
as well as forwards Karim Ben-
zema and Christopher Nkunku 
in Qatar.

But France gained control 
and turned the match around 
within five minutes when in 
the 27th rabiot headed home 
a cross from Theo Fernandez - 
who had replaced his brother - 
and then set up veteran Giroud 
to tap home for 2-1.

les Bleus were lucky when 
Australia’s Jackson irvine 

headed against the outside post 
on the stroke of half-time, but 
the lively Mbappe then nodded 
the third in the 68th and his 
cross found Giroud four min-
utes later in what eventually 
was a comfortable win for the 
favourites - a few hours after 
Saudi Arabia had shocked Ar-
gentina 2-1.

France’s forward Olivier Giroud (C) celebrates scoring his team’s fourth goal during the FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 Group D match against Australia at the Al Janoub Stadium on Tuesday. (AFP)

France Floor australia 4-1  
as Giroud makes history

netherlands ‘will assess depay’ after senegal cameo: van Gaal 
DPA 

Berlin 

COACH louis van Gaal says 
the Netherlands will assess 
Memphis Depay’s fitness fol-
lowing his cameo in their vic-
tory over Senegal.

The Oranje marked their 
return to the World Cup finals 
with a 2-0 win over the Africa 
Cup of Nations champions, 
with late goals from Cody 
Gakpo and Davy Klaassen 
sealing the points in Group A.

Depay began the game on 
the bench due to an ongo-
ing hamstring issue, but was 
introduced for the final 28 
minutes at the Al Thumama 
Stadium and the Barcelona 
forward will hope to feature 
against ecuador on Friday.

“We had agreed before 
the game that he would play 
about half an hour,” van Gaal 
said of Depay, who has been 

limited to just two laliga ap-
pearances this season.  

“With ecuador, he will 
want to play, but i have to 
assess his form after this 
game. i never thought we 
would lose and, with the en-
try of Depay, i wanted to have 
more chances to score. He is a 
player who can make the dif-
ference.” 

van Gaal oversaw his 

38th victory in charge of the 
Netherlands, the most by 
any manager in history, and 
praised the displays of Gakpo 
and goalkeeper Andries Nop-
pert, who registered a clean 
sheet on his senior interna-
tional debut.

But the head coach is seek-
ing an improvement from his 
players as the tournament 
progresses.

“Gakpo was decisive, i left 
him inside because he knows 
how to score goals and is very 
agile,” he added. “Senegal 
had three chances, but we 
have a goalkeeper who knows 
his stuff between the posts.

“We didn’t play very well, 
too many times we gave them 
the ball and the chance to 
score. We had to be more 
compact. We can only im-
prove, there was probably 
some tension between the 
players.”

Netherlands’ coach Louis Van Gaal gives instructions to his players from the touchline during the Qatar 2022 
World Cup Group A football match between Senegal and the Netherlands at the Al Thumama Stadium in 
Doha on Monday. (AFP)

Van Gaal oversaw his 38th  
victory in charge of the 
Netherlands, the most by 
any manager in history, and 
praised the displays of 
Gakpo and goalkeeper 
Andries Noppert, who reg-
istered a clean sheet on 
his senior international 
debut

France’s forward Kylian Mbappe (R) fights for the ball with Australia’s defender Harry 
Souttar at the Al Janoub Stadium on Tuesday. (AFP)

France players celebrate with supporters after winning the FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 
Group D match against Australia at the Al Janoub Stadium on Tuesday. (AFP)



B
ack in the World cup for just the second time and the first time in 
36 years, underdog canada will head into their opener against 
second-ranked Belgium 100% fit and with nothing to lose, 
coach John Herdman said on Tuesday.

canada had been hit with a number of injury con-
cerns in the run-up to Wednesday’s match at ahmad Bin ali Sta-
dium, including questions of whether alphonso Davies had recov-
ered from a hamstring strain that had taken the dynamic Bayern 
Munich left back out of action in early November.

Davies, who will play on the wing for canada, only joined 
his team mates on Friday after staying back in Germany for 
treatment.

Herdman had said Davies would be assessed when 
he arrived in Doha and on Tuesday pronounced the 
22-year-old good to go.

“When you speak to a player you have to look into 
their eyes and get a sense of what they want and how 
far they are willing to push,” Herdman said at his pre-
match press conference.

“You’ve got to ask the question, if not the first game 
what’s the risk, what’s the second game risk but at the 
end of the day Phonzie is fit now.

“He’s ready to go, he’s flying in training yesterday, 
enjoying himself.

“canada is in the position now where we can field 
our strongest team. Everyone has came through well.

“It’s exciting times now, the dark clouds have 
shifted, this is our last training session where we 
will all be 100%.”

Herdman also confirmed first choice goal-
keeper Milan Borjan and midfielder Stephen 
Eustaquio were also over nagging injuries.

With Maxime crepeau already ruled out 
with a broken leg suffered in the MLS cup fi-
nal, canada was facing a crisis in goal if Bor-
jan, who has been bothered by an abdomen 
niggle, was unable to play leaving Herdman 
to choose from inexperienced backups in 
Dayne St. clair and the uncapped James 
Pantemis.

“It’s been a great journey to get here 
(we’ve been) gritty and resilient and hope-
fully that’s what you will see from us this 
tournament,” said Herdman, whose other 
Group F opponents include 2018 finalists cro-
atia and Morocco. “coming into a game like this 
we don’t have a great amount to lose.”

‘NothiNg to 
lose, 100% fit’
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Group F: Belgium vs Canada (10 pm) Ahmad Bin Ali Stadium

Canada coach says pressure good 
as The Reds set to make first WC 

appearance in 36 years

Belgium coach says his side  
should be wary of a team that has 

nothing to lose

‘that’s very 
daNgerous’

B
ELGIuM coach Roberto Martinez on Tuesday said his 
side have “huge respect” for canada who will be playing 
their first World cup game for 36 years when the teams 
meet in Qatar.

Martinez’s side finished third in Russia four years ago 
and will be heavy favourites against canada, playing at the finals for 

the first time since 1986, on Wednesday.
Belgium faced a similar proposition in 2018 when they beat 

tournament debutants Panama 3-0 in their opening game 
with three second-half goals.

“We have huge respect for what canada have achieved 
because when you finish top of the (qualifying) group 
ahead of national teams such as united States and Mexi-
co, it’s something with substance, it’s not a coincidence,” 
Martinez told a pre-match press conference.

“That’s a very dangerous situation, when you’re 
playing a team with nothing to lose. We saw that with 
Panama for 50 minutes, and we have to match that 
enthusiasm.” Belgium, ranked second in the world 
behind Brazil, played a warm-up friendly against 
Egypt last week in kuwait but lost 2-1.

“The friendly was important for us and we took 
that game almost as a competitive training session,” 
said Martinez.

“I think it was a very good starting point.
“It’s good sometimes to feel like we’re not there 

yet. It was a wake-up for us. Probably that defeat will 
speed up the process.” captain Eden Hazard has 
also struggled for game time at Real Madrid due to 
struggles with form and fitness.

But veteran defender Jan Vertonghen said 
Belgium would be ready, despite the unusual 

build-up to the first World cup played midway 
through the European club season.

“(Normally) you can close your season 
with your club and then have time to work 

with your (national) team, a team you 
don’t work with too much, and get a 

feel for the tournament,” he said.
“Lots of teams have not 

played together since Sep-
tember and that is not good.

“Things are entirely dif-
ferent but the World cup tro-
phy is the same and that’s the 

main thing.”

Belgium’s 
goalkeep-
er Thibaut 
Courtois 
takes 
part in a 
training 
session at 
the Salwa 
Training 
Site in 
Salwa 
Beach on 
Tuesday. 
(AFP)

Belgium’s midfielder Axel Witsel in training with his teammates. (AFP)Canada’s midfielders Ismael Kone (C) and Samuel Piette (R) take part in training. (AFP)

Key Stats
 Canada return to the World Cup for just the second time and first since 1986.
 Canada have never scored in a World Cup.
 Belgium appeared in the first World Cup in 1930 and have qualified a total of 14 times.
 Romelu Lukaku is Belgium’s World Cup all-time leading top scorer with five goals.
 Belgium’s Thibaut Courtois claimed the Yashin Trophy as best goalkeeper in 2022. He also won
     the Golden Glove Award as the top goalkeeper at the 2018 World Cup.

Previous meetings:
 Belgium beat Canada 2-0 in their only previous meeting, in June, 1989.

I would say we have even more experience 
than in 2018. Now time will tell if we are 
stronger or weaker than in 2018. It’s true 
that in 2018, we had an extraordinary run. 

We were all really, collectively, and individually, on top. 
And that’s what we want to reproduce here. After that, 
as I said, it’s a different World Cup from the others.
— Belgium’s midfielder Axel Witsel

Canada’s forward 
Alphonso Davies 
takes part in a 
training session at 
the Umm Salal SC 
training site in Doha 
on Tuesday. (AFP)
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Khalid Tawalbeh
Doha

O
n the eve of their World Cup opener 
against Croatia, the Moroccan na-
tional football team were a confident 
lot despite being aware that their 
opponents were the runners-up in 

the previous edition of the tournament.
“We are eagerly awaiting the whistle. We 

have prepared ourselves strongly for this im-
portant confrontation,” Moroccan coach Walid 
Regragui said at a press conference on Tuesday.

Regragui said Croatia had some special play-
ers like their captain Luka Modric, the Spanish 
Real Madrid midfielder. But the Moroccan side 
is formidable too.

The coach underscored the importance of 
Hakim Ziyach, who plays for Chelsea. “The Mo-
roccan national team needs Hakim Ziyach in to-
morrow’s match, and I am glad that he is back 
to the national team and everyone in Morocco 
is waiting for what he will offer to his country”.

He said: “We also have many big players 
like Sofian Boufal, nasir Mazraoui and Ashraf 
Hakimi.”

Morocco defender Romain Saïss highlighted 
the need to play with great caution against a team 
like Croatia. “It’s different when we talk about 
the World Cup, and undoubtedly we play under 
pressure and we have some injuries that were not 
good for us, but we have a lot of determination.”

He said the team’s morale is high. “The 
opening match of the World Cup is very impor-

tant and we will work to deliver a performance 
that satisfies the Moroccan fans”.

Both Regragui and Saiss praised the 
Saudi team for their his-
toric victory 
against Ar-
gentina.

S a ï s s 
said he 
had sent a 
short mes-
sage to Saudi 
coach Renard 
before the 
match, wishing 
him success. “I 
am happy with 
what he has al-
ready achieved, 
and we hope that 
we will be able to 
follow this path 
and snatch an im-
portant victory to-
morrow”.

Morocco is par-
ticipating in the 
World Cup for the 
sixth time, and the 
second in a row. They will aim to re-
peat the performance in 1986 when they reached 
the round of 16 and go further.

Morocco are in Group F with Belgium, Can-
ada, and Croatia.

A confident 
Morocco all 

set for opener

Pa Media/dPa
LonDon

L
u k A 
M o d r i c 
feels Croa-
tia must 
be ready to 

write a new chapter in 
their World Cup his-
tory in Qatar.

Zlatko Dalic’s side 
reached the final four 
years ago, where 
they were beaten by 
France.

While Croa-
tia - who knocked 
England out in the 
semi-finals - may 
not have been one 
of the pre-tour-
nament favour-
ites in Russia, 
they arrived in 
Qatar with a re-

newed level of expecta-
tion on the back of an impressive na-

tions League campaign.
Croatia open their Group F match against 

Morocco at Al Bayt Stadium in Al khor on 
Wednesday.

Real Madrid midfielder Modric wants the 
squad to focus on delivering the required perfor-

mance on the biggest stage once again.
“What we went through in 2018 was an un-

forgettable experience, indelible in our minds,” 
said the Croatia captain, who collected the Gold-
en Ball award in Russia for the tournament’s 
best player.

“We will continue speaking of it and having 
recollections for the rest of our lives, but we need 
to put it aside now. We have to focus on what is 
ahead of us.

“Many players that were at the Russia World 
Cup are not here, new players have come, quality 
young players with fresh energy. This is a new 
tournament and we have to look at it that way.

“We are expected to play our hearts out, 
to give our best and to leave the last atom of 
strength on the pitch.

“If this means we get good results, then 
great - if not, we have to keep our heads high 
knowing we gave our best.” Modric, 37, ac-
cepts he is likely to be playing in his last World 
Cup, and comes into the showpiece tourna-
ment after helping Real Madrid win another 
Champions League crown. “I would like us 
to play a great tournament as a team and me 
as an individual player, that is the only thing 
I have on my mind,” the former Tottenham 
midfielder said.

“What we will do and what we will win, we 
will see, but we have great faith in our abilities.” 
Croatia coach Dalic will not underestimate Mo-
rocco as they look to follow Saudi Arabia’s shock 
win over Argentina and Tunisia’s battling goal-
less draw with Denmark.

‘Croatia must 
turn the page  

after 2018 WC’

Group F: Morocco vs Croatia (1 pm) Al Bayt Stadium

Key Stats

 Croatia have qualified for all but one World Cup 

since independence and reached the semi-finals on their 

debut in 1998, losing out to winners France. Croatia 

reached the final in 2018 but were beaten by France

 Morocco have reached six World Cups but have not 

left the group stage in 36 years

 With about 3.9 million people as of last year, Croa-

tia is the smallest country by population to reach a World 

Cup final since 1950

 To get to the 2018 final, Croatia were the first team 

at a World Cup to come from behind in three successive 

knockout round matches, all of which went to extra time, 

with two settled by penalties

 In qualifying for their six World Cups, Morocco have 

lost only four matches and had a perfect record of wins in 

every game to reach Qatar

Previous meetings:

 The two countries have met only once, in 1996 in 

Casablanca in the semi-finals of the hassan II Trophy, 

with Croatia winning 7-6 on penalties after a 2-2 draw

Morocco’s midfielder Hakim Ziyech takes part in a training session at the Al Duhail SC Stadium in Doha 
on Tuesday, on the eve of the Qatar 2022 World Cup Group F match against Croatia. (aFP)

Croatia’s players take part in a training session at the Al Erssal training site in Doha on Tuesday, on the eve 
of the Qatar 2022 World Cup Group F match against Morocco. (aFP)

Walid Regragui 
is banking on his 

side’s exhaus-
tive preparations 
to snatch an im-

portant victory 
today

Skipper Luka 
Modric wants 
squad to focus 
on delivering 
on the biggest 
stage once 
again

Croatia’s Luka Modric gives a press conference at the Qatar National Convention 
Center (QNCC) in Doha on Tuesday. (aFP)

Morocco’s coach Walid Regragui addresses a press conference at the Qatar National Convention 
Center (QNCC) in Doha on Tuesday. (aFP)

V



Vinay nayudu
Doha

Wales’ fans have been thrilled 
to watch their team play at the 
FIFa World Cup Qatar 2022 – 
their first World Cup in 64 years. 

The Gareth Bale-powered 
team, however, were held to a 
1-1 draw by the Us at the ah-
mad Bin ali stadium on Mon-
day forcing them to share points 
in their first World Cup match 
since 1958 and to sit joint-sec-
ond in Group B.

That didn’t seem to mat-
ter much to the fans, who have 
travelled all the way to Qatar to 
watch the games live at the state-
of-the-art stadiums.

a quartet of such fans was 
relishing a sumptuous dinner 
post match at a Nepali restau-
rant in al Muntazah when Qatar 
Tribune caught up with them.

Quinn avion, Kwiw en-
divor, steve Davies and steve 
Hamwall were warm and cor-
dial on sharing their views on 
the match and their impres-
sions about hosts Qatar.

“It was nice at the stadium 
but we felt it could’ve been 
somewhat more livelier for us, 
but it’s amazing to be here. It 
was a long, long time for us not 
having to play in a World Cup. 

“even during the qualifiers 
we didn’t know we’d be at the 
Qatar World Cup, so it an amaz-
ing feeling,” they said in unison.

“We went to a pre-match 
party and from there straight 
to the match and then we came 
here and it is very nice food 
and at a very reasonable price. 
We were really hungry after 
the game and we are living just 

round the corner over here,” 
they added.

The four fans are in Qatar 
only for a week. “We came here 
for the first two games of Wales, 
so we’ve watched the Us match 
and now we waiting for the Iran 
clash. Then we go back home. 
We are not bothered about eng-
land.” They quipped.

asked what if Wales pro-
gresses in the tournament? “If 
Wales makes the second round, 
I’ll come then!” said steve.

about their impressions on 
being in Qatar, they said, “It’s 
nice in Qatar though we haven’t 
seen much. But we’ve found the 

Qatari people to be very warm, 
nice and friendly. 

“The western media has 
been severely critical of Qatar 
but we have to say the govern-
ment of Qatar and people are 
very welcoming. It’s the same 
wherever you go, it’s the people 
what makes a country. It’s not 
the FIFa or others involved but 
the people that you see day to day 
but for us it has all been so good, 
so far,” the Welsh fans said.

“Ultimately football will 
rule as it always does and leave 
all controversies behind. We 
wish for the next World Cup to 
be in Wales!”
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Wales fans relishing their time 
at FIFA World Cup in Qatar

dPa
Berlin 

GareTH Bale says it is “in-
credible” to be a World Cup 
goalscorer but admits he would 
trade his strike for three points 
after earning a late 1-1 draw 
against the United states.

The Wales captain rescued a 
point for his side with his 82nd-
minute penalty after he was 
fouled by Walker Zimmerman, 
cancelling out Timothy Weah’s 
first-half opener in Qatar.

It meant the spoils were 

shared at ahmad bin ali sta-
dium in al rayyan, with rob 
Page’s side picking up a point 
in their first World Cup match 
since 1958, to sit joint-second 
in Group B.

speaking afterwards, Bale 
- who now has 41 goals in 109 
appearances for his country 
- acknowledged he was always 
going to take the crucial spot-
kick, but says he would have 
rather not scored and still won.

“[It was] always me,” he 
told ITV sport on penalty du-
ties. “[I had] no doubts in my 

head. I feel like I have to step 
up, and I’m happy to do so.

“[It is] incredible. But 
I’d rather have had the three 
points, to be honest. [It was] 
not a good first half. They 
played really well and we were 
poor.

“But a great talk by the 
manager at half-time changed 
a few things around and the 
boys came out fighting, like we 
always do. It showed character, 
we will go again.” 

Having struggled with fit-
ness issues over the past year, 

including limited game-time at 
club level with los angeles FC, 
there were question marks over 
how much involvement Bale 
would have against the Usa.

But the former real Madrid 
forward played the full match, 
including a lengthy helping of 
additional time in the second 
half, which left him bemused.

“I was a little bit tired to-
wards the end,” he added. 

“I can’t believe it was nine 
minutes added on - I don’t know 
where that came from. But we 
have to dig deep for our country.” 

Ben Davies had little doubt 
Bale would succeed from the 
penalty spot, while the Wales 
defender looked ahead to Fri-
day’s clash with Iran, who were 
smashed 6-2 by england ear-
lier on Monday.

“We had faith in Gareth, of 
course, he’s our penalty taker 
and we wouldn’t have it any 
other way,” Tottenham centre-
back Davies said.

“england played well to-
day, so we won’t underestimate 
Iran, we know it will be a tough 
game for sure.”

Wales’ forward Gareth Bale celebrates scoring during the FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 match against US at the Ahmad Bin Ali Stadium on Monday. (aFP)

Wales captain Bale would trade World 
Cup goal for US win after draw

Tribune news neTwork
Doha

THe Official sponsor of FIFa 
World Cup Qatar 2022 TM 
and the global consumer elec-
tronics and whitegoods manu-
facturer, Hisense has signed a 
partnership agreement with 
the official streaming platform 
TOD, beIN Media Group’s sub-
scription-based over-the-top 
(OTT) platform for the MeNa 
region to offer a complimen-
tary TOD subscription provid-
ing access to FIFa World Cup 
2022 matches – live, high-
lights, behind the scenes and 
more to those buying selected 
Hisense TV models. 

The subscription is on of-
fer until the year end to buyers 
of Hisense laser TV, UleD 
TV and other selected models 
in the MeNa region.

Hisense and TOD aim to 
provide their customers with 
superior viewing experienc-
es from the comfort of their 
homes. TOD will be available 
in the VIDaa Os, eliminating 
the hassle of downloading the 
TOD app or casting it from a 
mobile or laptop. Hisense TVs 
are perfect for watching FIFa 
live matches with state-of-
the-art technology, Quantum 
dot, Pure colors, sports mode 
features on UleD TVs or sta-
dium-like thrills on the 100-
inch laser TV. 

“Through this partner-
ship, we are again deliver-
ing on our goals of giving the 
best possible experience to 
our customers,” said Jason 
Ou, President, Hisense, Mid-
dle east and africa. “With the 
FIFa World Cup Qatar 2022 

in full swing, the timing of this 
partnership is perfect for any 
football enthusiast looking to 
get the most out of their new 
TVs. With tens of thousands 
of hours of content and access 
to every match, this partner-
ship represents one of the best 
viewing experiences on the 
market.”

John-Paul McKerlie, VP 
for Marketing and sales at 
TOD added: “as the FIFa 
World Cup 2022 comes to the 
region for the first time, pro-
viding our subscribers with 
access and an unparalleled 
viewing experience is essen-
tial. Partnering with Hisense 
has catapulted our offering 
and will be a springboard to 
further strengthening our 
viewing leadership in the 
MeNa region.”

Customers who buy select 
Hisense models in the pro-
motional period can get their 
access code to complimentary 
TOD subscription by calling 
the Hisense Customer Care. 
From the TOD app, the cus-
tomer clicks on ‘subscribe’ 
that directs you to a page to 
enter this voucher code. apply 
the code, following the next 
process as stated on the app 

by creating an account and 
you can enjoy the FIFa live 
matches. 

Hisense has ambitious 
plans to elevate its brand 
awareness across the region. 
an Official sponsor for a sec-
ond successive FIFa World 
Cup, the brand is offering an 
innovative product line-up 
and exciting FIFa campaigns. 
Hisense is here to highlight 
that it is the ‘Perfect Match’ 
for entertainment as well as 
a brand dedicated to creating 
homes with not only smart but 
also healthy technology for its 
users.

Meanwhile, TOD subscrib-
ers can connect up to five de-
vices, including streaming of 
two simultaneously on cer-
tain packages and supports 
popular smartphones and big 
screens, enabling content en-
joyment anytime anywhere. 
The platform is also available 
across web, android, and iOs 
devices. Its interactive design 
for sports buffs comes with 
OPTa integration, with live 
stats updates during matches 
and automated match high-
lights enabling viewers who 
have missed the kick-off to 
“watch from start”.

Hisense partners with TOD to provide 
access to FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022

 [It is] incredible. But I’d rather have had the three 
points, to be honest. [It was] not a good first half. They 
played really well and we were poor.

Gareth Bale of Wales

Wales fans enjoying dinner at the restaurant in Al Muntazah after 
Wales’ FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 opening round match agains the 
 US on Monday.

 We’ve found the Qatari people to be very warm, nice 
and friendly. The western media has been severely critical of 
Qatar but we have to say the people in Qatar have been very 
welcoming. It’s the same wherever you go, it’s the people 
what makes a country. 

Wales fans in Doha



There was something for both Tunisian and Danish fans with the 
Carthage Eagles’ hard-won goalless draw against Denmark in 
Qatar on Tuesday.

Fans of Argentina all over the world were in for a rude shock after 
they were stunned by the less-fancied Saudi Arabia 1-2 in Qatar 
on Tuesday. (AFP)

Australia supporters’ initial delight quickly faded and made 
way for disappointment as France came back from behind and 
drubbed the Socceroos 4-1 at the Al-Janoub Stadium in Al Wakrah 
on Tuesday. (AFP)

Saudi Arabia fans are ecstatic after their team’s sensational win 
over Lionel Messi’s Argentina in Qatar on Tuesday. (AFP)

France supporters were clearly elated at the Al-Janoub Stadium in 
Al Wakrah on Tuesday.

Fayza Mbappe, the mother of 
France’s forward #10 Kylian 
Mbappe, at the Al-Janoub 
Stadium

France’s coach Didier  
Deschamps’ wife Claude 
Deschamps at the Al Janoub 
Stadium

Missed chances were rued after Poland vs Mexico ended 0-0 at Stadium 974 
in Doha on Tuesday.
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