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Morocco’s coach Walid Regragui addresses a press conference at the Qatar National Convention

Center (QNCC) in Doha on Tuesday. (AFP)

KHALID TAWALBEH
DOHA

N the eve of their World Cup opener

against Croatia, the Moroccan na-

tional football team were a confident

lot despite being aware that their

opponents were the runners-up in
the previous edition of the tournament.

“We are eagerly awaiting the whistle. We
have prepared ourselves strongly for this im-
portant confrontation,” Moroccan coach Walid
Regragui said at a press conference on Tuesday.

Regragui said Croatia had some special play-
ers like their captain Luka Modric, the Spanish
Real Madrid midfielder. But the Moroccan side
is formidable too.

The coach underscored the importance of
Hakim Ziyach, who plays for Chelsea. “The Mo-
roccan national team needs Hakim Ziyach in to-
morrow’s match, and I am glad that he is back
to the national team and everyone in Morocco
is waiting for what he will offer to his country”.

He said: “We also have many big players
like Sofian Boufal, Nasir Mazraoui and Ashraf
Hakimi.”

Morocco defender Romain Saiss highlighted
the need to play with great caution against a team
like Croatia. “It’s different when we talk about
the World Cup, and undoubtedly we play under
pressure and we have some injuries that were not
good for us, but we have a lot of determination.”

He said the team’s morale is high. “The
opening match of the World Cup is very impor-

Morocco’s midfielder Hakim Ziyech takes part in a training session at the Al Duhail SC Stadium in Doha
on Tuesday, on the eve of the Qatar 2022 World Cup Group F match against Croatia. (AFP)
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Croatia’s Luka Modric gives a press conference at the Qatar National Convention

Center (QNCC) in Doha on Tuesday. (AFP)

PA MEDIA/DPA
LONDON

tant and we will work to deliver a performance
that satisfies the Moroccan fans”.
Both Regragui and Saiss praised the

Saudi team for their his- U K A
toric victory Modric
against Ar- feels Croa-
gentina. tia  must

Saiss be ready to
said he write a new chapter in
had sent a their World Cup his-
short mes- tory in Qatar.

Zlatko Dalic’s side
reached the final four
years ago, where
they were beaten by
France.

While Croa-
tia - who knocked
England out in the

semi-finals - may
not have been one

sage to Saudi
coach Renard
before the
match, wishing
him success. “I
am happy with
what he has al-
ready achieved,
and we hope that
we will be able to

follow this path ver c.in 1990 in of the pre-tour-

and snatch an im- o meetings |\ o et only 0‘;‘; n ) TropYs nament favour-

portant victory to- Pw¥‘°“ countries e of t\Yt"ees :ﬁe( 52-2 draW ites in Russia,
i

morrow”.

Morocco is par-
ticipating in| the
World Cup for the
sixth time, and the
second in a row. They will aim to re-
peat the performance in 1986 when they reached
the round of 16 and go further.

Morocco are in Group F with Belgium, Can-
ada, and Croatia.

e se“}““{,‘ﬁ pena they arrived in
Qatar with a re-
newed level of expecta-
tion on the back of an impressive Na-
tions League campaign.

Croatia open their Group F match against
Morocco at Al Bayt Stadium in Al Khor on
Wednesday.

Real Madrid midfielder Modric wants the
squad to focus on delivering the required perfor-

Croatia’s players take part in a training session at the Al Erssal training site in Doha on Tuesday, on the eve
of the Qatar 2022 World Cup Group F match against Morocco. (AFP)

mance on the biggest stage once again.

“What we went through in 2018 was an un-
forgettable experience, indelible in our minds,”
said the Croatia captain, who collected the Gold-
en Ball award in Russia for the tournament’s
best player.

“We will continue speaking of it and having
recollections for the rest of our lives, but we need
to put it aside now. We have to focus on what is
ahead of us.

“Many players that were at the Russia World
Cup are not here, new players have come, quality
young players with fresh energy. This is a new
tournament and we have to look at it that way.

“We are expected to play our hearts out,
to give our best and to leave the last atom of
strength on the pitch.

“If this means we get good results, then
great - if not, we have to keep our heads high
knowing we gave our best.” Modric, 37, ac-
cepts he is likely to be playing in his last World
Cup, and comes into the showpiece tourna-
ment after helping Real Madrid win another
Champions League crown. “I would like us
to play a great tournament as a team and me
as an individual player, that is the only thing
I have on my mind,” the former Tottenham
midfielder said.

“What we will do and what we will win, we
will see, but we have great faith in our abilities.”
Croatia coach Dalic will not underestimate Mo-
rocco as they look to follow Saudi Arabia’s shock
win over Argentina and Tunisia’s battling goal-
less draw with Denmark.
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Wales’ forward Gareth Bale celebrates scoring during the FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 match against US at the Ahmad Bin Ali Stadium on Monday. (AFP)

Wales captain Bale would trade Worid
Cup goal for US win after draw

DPA
BERLIN

GARETH Bale says it is “in-
credible” to be a World Cup
goalscorer but admits he would
trade his strike for three points
after earning a late 1-1 draw
against the United States.

The Wales captain rescued a
point for his side with his 82nd-
minute penalty after he was
fouled by Walker Zimmerman,
cancelling out Timothy Weah’s
first-half opener in Qatar.

It meant the spoils were

shared at Ahmad bin Ali Sta-
dium in Al Rayyan, with Rob
Page’s side picking up a point
in their first World Cup match
since 1958, to sit joint-second
in Group B.

Speaking afterwards, Bale
- who now has 41 goals in 109
appearances for his country
- acknowledged he was always
going to take the crucial spot-
kick, but says he would have
rather not scored and still won.

“[Tt was] always me,” he
told ITV Sport on penalty du-
ties. “[I had] no doubts in my

‘ ‘ [It is] incredible. But I'd rather have had the three
points, to be honest. [It was] not a good first half. They
played really well and we were poor.

Gareth Bale of Wales

head. I feel like I have to step
up, and I'm happy to do so.

“[Tt is] incredible. But
I'd rather have had the three
points, to be honest. [It was]
not a good first half. They
played really well and we were
poor.

Wales fans relishing their time
at FIFA World Cup in Qatar

VINAY NAYUDU
DOHA

WALES’ fans have been thrilled
to watch their team play at the
FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 —
their first World Cup in 64 years.

The Gareth Bale-powered
team, however, were held to a
1-1 draw by the US at the Ah-
mad Bin Ali Stadium on Mon-
day forcing them to share points
in their first World Cup match
since 1958 and to sit joint-sec-
ond in Group B.

That didn’t seem to mat-
ter much to the fans, who have
travelled all the way to Qatar to
watch the games live at the state-
of-the-art stadiums.

A quartet of such fans was
relishing a sumptuous dinner
post match at a Nepali restau-
rant in Al Muntazah when Qatar
Tribune caught up with them.

Quinn Avion, Kwiw En-
divor, Steve Davies and Steve
Hamwall were warm and cor-
dial on sharing their views on
the match and their impres-
sions about hosts Qatar.

“It was nice at the stadium
but we felt it could've been
somewhat more livelier for us,
but it’s amazing to be here. It
was a long, long time for us not
having to play in a World Cup.

“Even during the qualifiers
we didn’t know we’d be at the
Qatar World Cup, so it an amaz-
ing feeling,” they said in unison.

“We went to a pre-match
party and from there straight
to the match and then we came
here and it is very nice food
and at a very reasonable price.
We were really hungry after
the game and we are living just

Wales fans enjoying dinner at the restaurant in Al Muntazah after
Wales’ FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 opening round match agains the
US on Monday.

‘ ‘ We've found the Qatari people to be very warm, nice
and friendly. The western media has been severely critical of
Qatar but we have to say the people in Qatar have been very
welcoming. It's the same wherever you go, it's the people

what makes a country.

Wales fans in Doha

round the corner over here,”
they added.

The four fans are in Qatar
only for a week. “We came here
for the first two games of Wales,
so we've watched the US match
and now we waiting for the Iran
clash. Then we go back home.
We are not bothered about Eng-
land.” They quipped.

Asked what if Wales pro-
gresses in the tournament? “If
Wales makes the second round,
I'll come then!” said Steve.

About their impressions on
being in Qatar, they said, “It’s
nice in Qatar though we haven’t
seen much. But we've found the

Qatari people to be very warm,
nice and friendly.

“The western media has
been severely critical of Qatar
but we have to say the govern-
ment of Qatar and people are
very welcoming. It’s the same
wherever you go, it’s the people
what makes a country. It’s not
the FIFA or others involved but
the people that you see day to day
but for us it has all been so good,
so far,” the Welsh fans said.

“Ultimately football will
rule as it always does and leave
all controversies behind. We
wish for the next World Cup to
be in Wales!”

“But a greattalk by the
manager at half-time changed
a few things around and the
boys came out fighting, like we
always do. It showed character,
we will go again.”

Having struggled with fit-
ness issues over the past year,

including limited game-time at
club level with Los Angeles FC,
there were question marks over
how much involvement Bale
would have against the USA.

But the former Real Madrid
forward played the full match,
including a lengthy helping of
additional timein the second
half, which left him bemused.

“I was a little bit tired to-
wards the end,” he added.

“T can’t believe it was nine
minutes added on - I don’t know
where that came from. But we
have to dig deep for our country.”

Ben Davies had little doubt
Bale would succeed from the
penalty spot, while the Wales
defender looked ahead to Fri-
day’s clash with Iran, who were
smashed 6-2 by England ear-
lier on Monday.

“We had faith in Gareth, of
course, he’s our penalty taker
and we wouldn’t have it any
other way,” Tottenham centre-
back Davies said.

“England played well to-
day, so we won’t underestimate
Iran, we know it will be a tough
game for sure.”

Hisense partners with TOD to provide
access to FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

THE Official Sponsor of FIFA
World Cup Qatar 2022 TM
and the global consumer elec-
tronics and whitegoods manu-
facturer, Hisense has signed a
partnership agreement with
the official streaming platform
TOD, beIN Media Group’s sub-
scription-based  over-the-top
(OTT) platform for the MENA
region to offer a complimen-
tary TOD subscription provid-
ing access to FIFA World Cup
2022 matches — live, high-
lights, behind the scenes and
more to those buying selected
Hisense TV models.

The subscription is on of-
fer until the year end to buyers
of Hisense Laser TV, ULED
TV and other selected models
in the MENA region.

Hisense and TOD aim to
provide their customers with
superior viewing experienc-
es from the comfort of their
homes. TOD will be available
in the VIDAA OS, eliminating
the hassle of downloading the
TOD app or casting it from a
mobile or laptop. Hisense TVs
are perfect for watching FIFA
live matches with state-of-
the-art technology, Quantum
dot, Pure colors, sports mode
features on ULED TVs or sta-
dium-like thrills on the 100-
inch Laser TV.

“Through this partner-
ship, we are again deliver-
ing on our goals of giving the
best possible experience to
our customers,” said Jason
Ou, President, Hisense, Mid-
dle East and Africa. “With the
FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022

BUY ~ GET

in full swing, the timing of this
partnership is perfect for any
football enthusiast looking to
get the most out of their new
TVs. With tens of thousands
of hours of content and access
to every match, this partner-
ship represents one of the best
viewing experiences on the
market.”

John-Paul McKerlie, VP
for Marketing and Sales at
TOD added: “As the FIFA
World Cup 2022 comes to the
region for the first time, pro-
viding our subscribers with
access and an unparalleled
viewing experience is essen-
tial. Partnering with Hisense
has catapulted our offering
and will be a springboard to

further strengthening our
viewing leadership in the
MENA region.”

Customers who buy select
Hisense models in the pro-
motional period can get their
access code to complimentary
TOD subscription by calling
the Hisense Customer Care.
From the TOD app, the cus-
tomer clicks on ‘Subscribe’
that directs you to a page to
enter this voucher code. Apply
the code, following the next
process as stated on the app

by creating an account and
you can enjoy the FIFA live
matches.

Hisense has ambitious
plans to elevate its brand
awareness across the region.
An Official Sponsor for a sec-
ond successive FIFA World
Cup, the brand is offering an
innovative product line-up
and exciting FIFA campaigns.
Hisense is here to highlight
that it is the ‘Perfect Match’
for entertainment as well as
a brand dedicated to creating
homes with not only smart but
also healthy technology for its
users.

Meanwhile, TOD subscrib-
ers can connect up to five de-
vices, including streaming of
two simultaneously on cer-
tain packages and supports
popular smartphones and big
screens, enabling content en-
joyment anytime anywhere.
The platform is also available
across web, Android, and i0S
devices. Its interactive design
for sports buffs comes with
OPTA integration, with live
stats updates during matches
and automated match high-
lights enabling viewers who
have missed the kick-off to
“watch from start”.
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Australia supporters’ initial delight quickly faded and made Fans of Argentina all over the world were in for a rude shock after
way for disappointment as France came back from behind and they were stunned by the less-fancied Saudi Arabia 1-2 in Qatar
drubbed the Socceroos 4-1 at the Al-Janoub Stadium in Al Wakrah on Tuesday. (AFP)

on Tuesday. (AFP)

TABLES
TURNED

There was something for both Tunisian and Danish fans with the
Carthage Eagles’ hard-won goalless draw against Denmark in
Qatar on Tuesday.

France supporters were cIearIy elated at the Al-Janoub Stadium in Saudi Arabia fans are ecstatlc after their team’s sensational win
Al Wakrah on Tuesday. over Lionel Messi's Argentina in Qatar on Tuesday. (AFP)

Fayza Mbappe the mother of France’s coach Didier
France’s forward #10 Kylian Deschamps’ wife Claude
Mbappe, at the Al-Janoub Deschamps at the Al Janoub
Stadium Stadium

Missed chances were rued after Poland vs Mxico ended 0-0 at Stadium 974
in Doha on Tuesday.






