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FIne

EngLand’s forward Bukayo saka (L) battles iran’s defender Mi-
lad Mohammadi during their group B match of FiFa World Cup 
Qatar 2022 at the Khalifa international stadium in doha on 
Monday. an early injury to alireza Bieranvand set the tone for a 
6-2 loss for iran in their first FiFa World Cup Qatar 2022 group 
B outing against England on Monday. (AFP) page 13

eNglaNd Thrash iraN 6-2

Sheikha Moza openS  
eaa’S SDG pavilion

HH sheikha Moza bint nasser, Chairperson of 
Education above all (Eaa) Foundation and sdg 
advocate, on Monday launched the sdg Pavilion 
on the sidelines of the FiFa World Cup Qatar 
2022 competition in the Fan Zone at al Bidda 

Park. sheikha Moza attended a discussion on 
the role of sports as means to promote develop-
ment and peace internationally, and the chal-
lenges of meeting the 2030 sustainable devel-
opment goals (sdg). (QNA) page 12

QNa
dOHa

The fifth annual strategic dia-
logue between Qatar and the 
US will kick off in Doha on 
Tuesday. The meeting will be 
chaired by Deputy Prime Min-
ister and Minister of Foreign 
Affairs he Sheikh Mohammed 
bin Abdulrahman Al Thani and 
US Secretary of State Antony 
Blinken.

The dialogue is expected to 
address 12 major issues within 
the framework of the bilateral 
cooperation in politics, econo-
my, culture, education, energy, 
health, mediation and com-
bating terrorism. The issues 
are: regional stability, defense 

cooperation, public health, 
counterterrorism, combat-
ing human trafficking, human 
rights, climate change, energy 
efficiency and independence, 
humanitarian assistance, stra-
tegic investments, economic 
cooperation, and cultural and 
educational exchanges.

The session is expected to 
result in announcement of a 
number of partnerships, in ad-
dition to signing of a number of 
memorandums of understand-
ing (MoUs) and letters of in-
tent.

The strategic dialogue aims 

to discuss ways to enhance 
cooperation between the two 
countries in various fields and 
to develop exceptional bilat-
eral relations that depend on 
common interests and mutual 
respect.

The session will witness an 
exchange of views on regional 
issues. In this context, Qatar 
will affirm its position on the 
need for a political solution to 
regional issues and respect for 
people’s aspirations. It will also 
stress the need to reach a just 
and comprehensive solution to 
the Palestinian issue.

In that context, Advisor to 
the Deputy Prime Minister and 
Minister of Foreign Affairs and 
Spokesperson for the Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs Dr Majed bin 
Mohammed Al Ansari stressed 
that strategic dialogues are a 
milestone in the relations be-
tween both countries and re-
flect the well-established and 
advanced level of partnership 
in all fields. 

he also noted that the cel-
ebration of the 50th anniver-
sary of the establishment of 
diplomatic relations, the clas-
sification of Qatar as a major 
non-NATO ally of the United 
States, and the continuous 
close cooperation between the 
two countries in bilateral, re-
gional and international fields 
serve as evidence of a shared 
commitment to enhance those 
relations.

Qatar-us strategic dialogue 
to kick off in doha today

Dialogue is expected 
to address 12  
major issues 

FiFa has announced that almost 3 million tickets had been sold for FiFa World Cup Qatar 
2022 finals. a FiFa spokesperson said that 2.95 million tickets had been sold as of the 
opening day on sunday. The top purchasing countries are Qatar, the host country, saudi ara-
bia, the United states, Mexico, Britain, the UaE, argentina, France, india and Brazil. Earlier, 
FiFa President gianni infantino revealed that the tournament had helped boost revenues over 
the past four years to a record $7.5 billion. (TNN)

3 mn tickets sold for World Cup finals

Continued on page 8 

Congratulations pour 
in for dazzling Qatar 
2022 opening show

QNa
dOHa

CONgrATUlATIONS continued to pour in for Qa-
tar for the stunning FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 
opening ceremony that dazzled the fans all over the 
world.

his highness the Amir of State of Qatar Sheikh 
Tamim bin hamad Al Thani on Monday received 
a phone call from President of the Arab republic 
of egypt Abdel Fattah el Sisi. During the call, the 
egyptian president congratulated hh the Amir on 
the success of the opening of the FIFA World Cup 
Qatar 2022. The egyptian president praised the 
good organisation and generous hospitality, wish-
ing the Qatari and Arab teams well during the com-
petition.

hh the Amir also received a phone call from 
hh President of UAe Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed 
Al Nahyan.

During the phone call, the UAe president con-
gratulated hh the Amir on the success of the open-
ing of the FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022. his high-
ness praised the good organisation and generous 
hospitality, wishing the Qatari and Arab teams well 
during the competition.

His Highness the amir of state of Qatar sheikh Tamim bin Hamad al 
Thani has sent a cable of condolences to President of the Republic 
of indonesia Joko Widodo, on the victims of the earthquake that hit 
Java district, wishing a speedy recovery for the injured.  at least 162 
people were dead and hundreds more injured after a shallow magni-
tude-5.6 earthquake struck near the indonesian capital, Jakarta, on 
Monday. (QNA)

amir condoles with indonesian 
president over quake deaths

QaTaREnERgy has entered into a 27-year sale and Purchase 
agreement (sPa) with China Petroleum & Chemical Corporation 
(sinopec) for the supply of 4 million tons per annum (MTPa) of 
Lng to China. Under the terms of the sPa, the contracted Lng 
volumes will be supplied from QatarEnergy’s north Field East 
(nFE) Lng expansion project and will be delivered to sinopec’s 
receiving terminals in China. Minister of state for Energy affairs 
and QatarEnergy President and CEO HE saad sherida al Kaabi 
and sinopec Chairman dr Ma yongsheng signed the agreement 
on Monday. al Kaabi said, “We are pleased to enter into this 
agreement, which will further solidify the excellent bilateral rela-
tions between China and Qatar and help meet China’s growing 
energy needs.” (TNN) page 10

Qatarenergy signs 27-yr lNg 
deal with China’s sinopec



Opening match loss notwithstanding, Qatari fans remain upbeat
MERIAM JELLITI 

DOHA

THE defeat of the Qatari team in their opening 
match in the ongoing FIFA World Cup tourna-
ment notwithstanding, Qatari fans remain up-
beat, stressing that the biggest victory was the 
success of the dazzling opening ceremony that 
sent a wonderful image of the Arabs’ ability to 
organise the best sporting events to the world.

Leaving Al Bayt stadium after the match 
on Sunday, Fahad, one of the Qatari fans, said 
with lots of emotion that the next match will be 
better for Al-Annabi.

Fahad said that the Qatari national team 
did not appear at its true level in the opening 
match of the World Cup against Ecuador on 
Sunday, after its defeat with two goals to noth-
ing.

He also said that Al-Annabi appeared at 
better levels in previous tournaments, but 
failed to present an impressive outing at the 
opening match of the World Cup. He, how-

ever, opined that emotional pressure hindered 
the players from showcasing their best perfor-
mance, especially in the offensive aspect.

Al-Annabi fans, who were hoping to wit-
ness their first victory in the World Cup 
tournament, cheered up their national team 

throughout the match as their enthusiasm 
dominated the ambiance from the beginning 
of the match to the end and despite the defeat.

The Qatari fans expressed their joy at Qa-
tar’s success in organising the World Cup.

FIFA Fan Festivals and the Corniche wit-
nessed a large turn out of Qatari and Arab 
fans, who trooped out en masse to watch the 
opening of the first World Cup in the Arab 
world and the Middle East region.

Khalid Al Rumaihi, a staunch football lov-
er, said that the canceled goal, if not diallowed, 
would have motivated the players to be more 
focused and played a stronger counter-offen-
sive game, but that did not happen. 

“We are aware that the defeat will have an 
impact on Al-Annabi’s chances of qualifying, 
but I am certain that the Qatari national team 
are still able to turn the tables in the upcoming 
matches against Senegal and the Netherlands, 
as they no longer have anything to be afraid of, 
and therefore will give their best to showcase 
their true quality and skills,” said Rumaihi.

Aisha Al Sulaiti, another fan, said that the 
biggest victory in the match was the wonder-
ful opening Qatar ceremony presented to the 
world, believing that Al-Annabi has the op-
portunity to catch up in the upcoming matches 
against Senegal and the Netherlands.

Another Qatari fan said that the wonderful 
opening ceremony was enough excitement and 
achievement to make the Qatari fans forget 
the loss against the Ecuadorian national team, 
however hoping that Al-Annabi will be able to 
compensate in the upcoming matches.

“The most important thing for me is the 
beautiful atmosphere that accompanied the 
opening ceremony,” he noted while expressing 
his pride as a Qatari and Arab in organising 
this World Cup.

Despite the state of anxiety that envel-
oped everyone throughout the match and 
the inability of the team to win the match, 
the Qatari fans were proud of their country’s 
ability to organise the World Cup and achieve 
the Arab dream.

World Cup opening 
ceremony is football 
celebration with Arab 
flavour: Al Thawadi

QNA
DOHA

SUPREME Committee of Deliv-
ery and Legacy (SC) Secretary-
General Hassan Al Thawadi has 
underlined that the opening 
ceremony of the FIFA World 
Cup Qatar 2022 was “a football 
celebration of an Arab flavour 
on a global platform”.

Al Thawadi congratulated 
the people of Qatar, the Arab 
world and the wise leadership, 
saying the opening represent-
ed an Arab football celebra-
tion attended by Arab fans and 
marked by an Arab flavour on a 
global platform.

“Today, we are all proud of 
the launch of the first World 
Cup in the Arab world. We wit-
nessed the interaction of fans 
from all over the world, some 
of them wore Arab and Qatari 
clothes, which enriches the ex-
change of cultures. I believe that 
the great and dazzling success 
will be abroad through the ex-
change of cultures among the 
masses, and highlighting Qatar 
and the Arab world in general in 

the most beautiful and splendid 
manner,” he added.

“The first message we send 
to the world today is our abil-
ity to accomplish the impos-
sible on the ground. Nothing 
is impossible for us. As for the 
second message, we address it 
to every skeptic, telling them 
that we have actions, not words. 
I believe that what the world 
saw today through the World 
Cup opening ceremony is the 
best proof and response to these 
skeptics,” Al Thawadi stressed.
He extended thanks to all those 
working on the World Cup.

Satisfied with 
FIFA World Cup 
preparations, 
says Al Khater

QNA
DOHA

FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 CEO Nasser Al 
Khater has expressed his satisfaction that the 
World Cup opening ceremony came in the 
best way.

In his statement, Al Khater said he had 
been waiting for this moment for a long time, 
hoping to satisfy the hopes of everyone.

Al Khater extended his thanks to all the 
teams that worked hard to reach this moment 
and all officials who were behind this World 
Cup vision.

He added that he wishes all the best for 
all the World Cup teams, especially the Qatari 
national team, hoping the fans to have great 
time during their stay in Qatar and have the 
chance to get to know the country’s cultures 
and traditions. He expressed satisfaction with 
all the preparations made so far, hoping that 
the tournament would be a success and excep-
tional as promised.

QNA
DOHA

THE Shura Council held on Monday 
its regular weekly meeting, under the 
chairmanship of Speaker of the Shura 
Council HE Hassan bin Abdullah Al 
Ghanim.

On behalf of the members of 
the Shura Council, the Speaker of 
the Shura Council extended warm-
est congratulations to the Amir HH 
Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani, 
the Father Amir HH Sheikh Hamad 
bin Khalifa Al Thani, and the Qatari 
people, on the occasion of the remark-
able success of the opening ceremony 
of the World Cup Qatar 2022, which 
was held on Sunday at Al Bayt Sta-
dium reflecting a distinguished and 
dazzling organisation, in the presence 
of a number of Their Majesties, Their 
Highnesses, and Excellencies leaders 
of countries and heads of delegations 
of sisterly and friendly countries.

The Shura Council expressed sin-
cere appreciation for the care and 
attention given by HH the Amir to 
the Qatari youth, stressing that the 

remarkable success achieved in the 
opening ceremony, as well as the 
excellence and brilliancy that were 
seen in organising the tournament - 
which will continue until December 
18 - enhances the prestigious position 
that Qatar has reached in the field of 
sports, at the regional and interna-
tional levels.

The Council also expressed its 
highest appreciation for the efforts 
that have been extorted by the Su-
preme Committee for Delivery & 
Legacy (SC) and various sectors in the 
country over the past 12 years; point-
ing out that the cooperation between 
them resulted in the implementation 
of major projects that strengthened 
the infrastructure of the State in sev-
eral areas, created a bright reality for 
the country, and will leave a sustain-
able legacy for successive generations.

The Shura Council also extended 
thanks to leaders of the sisterly and 
friendly countries who attended the 
World Cup opening ceremony along-
side HH the Amir yesterday; welcom-
ing the visitors of the country and 
wishing them a pleasant stay in Doha.

The Shura Council looked forward 
for the tournament to achieve its ob-
jectives by promoting rapprochement 
between peoples, and offering an op-
portunity for civilisations interaction 
and cultural exchange.

The Council also extended thanks 
to parliamentary friends from differ-
ent countries of the world, expressing 
appreciation for their response to the 
invitation to attend the World Cup 
opening and accompanying activities, 
as well as their supportive stances for 
the State of Qatar in hosting the tour-
nament, and their support for the ef-

forts the country has made in organis-
ing, implementing and preparing for 
the tournament.

HE Secretary-General of the Shu-
ra Council Dr. Ahmed bin Nasser Al 
Fadhala read out the agenda of the 
session. The minutes of the previous 
session were ratified, and the Council 
agreed unanimously that the session 
will be confidential.

At the outset of its deliberations, 
the Council discussed the State’s 
draft general budget for the fiscal year 
2023, and the draft law approving the 
budget, with the participation of HE 

Minister of Finance Ali bin Ahmed Al 
Kuwari and a number of the ministry’s 
ranking officials. HE the Minister gave 
a full explanation of the draft budget, 
and answered the questions and en-
quiries of the members of the council.

HE Speaker of Shura Council as 
well as Members of the Shura Council 
extended their thanks to HE Minis-
ter of Finance for the full explanation 
that he provided about the items and 
sectors of the State’s general budget, 
expressing their appreciation for his 
role in strengthening the principle of 
partnership and cooperation between 
the executive and legislative authori-
ties; looking forward to more fruitful 
cooperation in a way that contributes 
to achieving common goals.

The Council also extended thanks 
to the officials of the Ministry of Fi-
nance who attended the session and 
the Financial and Economic Affairs 
Committee meetings, for providing 
explanations and answering the coun-
cil’s inquiries.

At the end of the meeting, the 
Shura Council agreed to complete 
discussing the State’s draft general 
budget for the fiscal year 2023 and 
the draft law approving the budget; 
in addition to reviewing the Financial 
and Economic Affairs Committee’s 
report on the two mentioned drafts, 
in the next meeting.

Shura commends ‘stunning’ World Cup opening
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Fans enjoy various activities being held for the FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 at  
Katara on Monday. (TNN)

FAN ACTIVITIES AT KATARA

HAMAD BIN SUHAIM AL THANI CHAIRMAN
ADEL ALI BIN ALI MANAGING DIRECTOR
DR HASSAN MOHAMMED AL ANSARI EDITOR-IN-CHIEFESTABLISHED SEPTEMBER 3, 2006

Shura Council reviews state’s 
draft general budget for 2023



SANTHOSH CHANDRAN
DOHA

MAROON and white are an 
unlikely paint combination for 
a house in Kerala during the 
FIFA World Cup. Yet, a house 
in this South Indian state 
stands out in the national col-
ours of Qatar.

On its façade is a big poster 
of the Amir of the State of Qatar 
His Highness Sheikh Tamim 
bin Hamad Al Thani, and for 
company, there is Hassan Al 
Haydos, the captain of the Qa-
tari national football team, as 
well as La’eeb — the official 
mascot of Qatar 2022.

The single-storied house is 
in a picturesque Kerala village 
called Enamakkal, located on 

the shores of a fresh water lake 
of the same name, in the dis-
trict of Thrissur.

 The paint job is just one of 
the physical manifestations of 
a curious mix of football pas-
sion and Qatari loyalty that run 
deep in this village.

According to villagers, at 
least one adult from practi-
cally every household — or 600 
out of the total population of 
around 2,000 — is working in 
Qatar. And, much like in every 
Kerala village, football runs in 
the veins of the people here. 
That means, this World Cup is 
doubly special for them.

In fact, maroon and white 
are ubiquitous throughout the 
hamlet — they can be seen on 
flags, boats, t-shirts, and even 

on scarves women wear around 
their necks.

The grand inauguration 
of the FIFA World Cup Qatar 
2022 at Al Bayt Stadium on 
Sunday also marked a formal 
opening of the World Cup cel-
ebrations in Enamakkal. It was 
inaugurated by Kerala’s Minis-
ter for Revenue and Housing K 
Rajan, who represents a fellow 
constituency in the district of 
Thrissur.

A procession after the inau-
guration drew a large number 
of people. As part of the cel-
ebrations, the village commit-
tee has put up a huge screen for 
people to watch the World Cup 
matches live.

Rasheed Khalid, the head of 
a residents’ association in the 

village, told Qatar Tribune that 
the village’s links with Qatar go 
back more than three genera-
tions.

“The younger generations 
probably know more about 
Qatar than our village because 
many of them were born and 
raised in Qatar. So, it’s only 
natural that we feel a strong 
connection to the World Cup 
being held here, and we want 
our family members back 
home to be part of the cel-
ebrations,” he said in Doha, 
explaining the reason behind 
the World Cup celebration in 
Enamakkal.

“We have made wide ar-
rangements back in the village 
for people to watch and enjoy 
the World Cup.”

World Cup Qatar 2022: Maroon 
shines bright in this Kerala village

QNA
DOHA

QATAR national team’s match against Ecuador 
in the FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 opening 
match witnessed an attendance of 67,372 fans 
at Al Bayt Stadium. 

Qatar made its first participation in World 
Cup history, which goes back to 1930. Saad 
Al Sheeb took the championship’s first yellow 
card in the 15th minute. 

Enner Valencia scored the tournament’s 
first two goals in the 16th minute and 31st min-

ute.  Qatar national team received four yellow 
cards for Saad Al Sheeb, Almoez Ali, Karim 
Boudiaf, and Akram Afif. Ecuador’s Moises 
Caicedo and Jason Mendez got yellow cards 
each.

Daniele Orsato of Italy officiated the game. 
The Italian obtained an international license in 
2010.

Qatar had 47 percent of possession to 
53 percent of Ecuador. Qatar’s players were 
caught three times in offside. Both teams made 
15 fouls. Qatar had one corner kick to three for 
Ecuador.

At least one adult from practically every household here is in Qatar, and 
their World Cup celebrations could rival those in any Qatar streets

Mowasalat (Karwa) is supporting the successful delivery of the FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 with its extensive public transport fleet. For the 
World Cup opening, Mowasalat used 1,100 buses for Al Bayt shuttles. The public transport buses ferried 24,098 passengers in 10,146 trips. 
A total of 2,787 buses were used for all services on Sunday, carrying more than 118,805 passengers. Karwa has allocated more than 4,000 
buses, including 850 electric ones. (TNN)
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HUGE TURNOUT FOR WORLD CUP OPENER
Record 67,372 fans throng Al Bayt Stadium 

QNA 
DOHA

AMBASSADOR of the Italian 
Republic to the State of Qatar 
HE Paolo Toschi has said that 
the hosting of the FIFA World 
Cup has been a major step for 
Qatar, both at the internal and 
international levels. 

Speaking to QNA, the Ital-
ian envoy said that the last 12 
years have been dedicated to 
preparing Doha and the whole 
country for the tournament. 

“Qatar’s hosting of the 
tournament was an ambitious 
target that implied radical ur-
ban transformation, fostering 
social changes and developing 
unprecedented capacity build-
ing and management. We can 
say that this global success 
projected Qatar on the world 
stage and many opportunities 
will arise,” he said.

Toschi said that Qatar suc-
ceeded in establishing the link 
between local tradition and a 
global attitude, describing that 
as the key to the success of 
every international event.

“In hosting the first ever 
FIFA World Cup in the Arab 
world, Qatar merged these two 
different aspects with care,” 
the ambassador added.

On bilateral relations be-
tween Qatar and Italy, he 
stressed that his country was 
an important partner to Qatar, 
highlighting the partnerships 
both countries enjoy in many 
fields.

“Friendship between Italy 
and Qatar proved to be sol-
id, with many achievements 
marking its success. Politi-
cal and institutional contacts 
continued to expand. We saw 
a breakthrough on energy with 
the partnership between ENI 
and QatarEnergy in the North 
Field expansion projects,” he 
added. 

Toschi also cited the de-
fence cooperation between 
the two sides, mentioning in 
this regard the participation of 
Italian forces in securing the 
FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022.

He also highlighted the 
growing economic and trade 
ties, as well as both sides’ ef-
forts to enhance cultural coop-
eration. 

“We are working on more 
exciting opportunities of col-
laboration for 2023,” the Am-
bassador said.

The ambassador expressed 
his confidence that Qatar has 
even more ambitious projects 
ahead, adding that Italy is 
ready to play its part to help 
the country reach even higher 
peaks of success in the future.

The Italian Ambassador 
also expressed his country’s 
appreciation for Qatar’s efforts 
in settling crises in different 
areas around the world.

“Italy appreciates how Qa-
tar is promoting unity, as dem-
onstrated by its efforts to me-
diate between opposite Parties 
in many different scenarios in 
Asia, Africa and the Middle 
East,” he added.

FIFA World Cup 
2022 enhanced 
Qatar’s status 
at global level: 
Italian envoy

Qatar’s 
hosting of the 
tournament 

was an ambitious target 
that implied radical 
urban transformation, 
fostering social changes 
and developing 
unprecedented 
capacity building and 
management. We can 
say that this global 
success projected Qatar 
on the world stage and 
many opportunities will 
arises”
— HE Paolo Toschi, 
Italian envoy

Qatar Rail ferries 
566,868 on WC 
opening day
DOHA Metro and Lusail 
Tram carried 544,962, 
and 21,906 passen-
gers, respectively, on 
the World Cup opening 
day. A total of 566,868 
passengers used Qatar 
Rail on the day.

KARWA HELPS IN SUCCESSFUL FIFA  
WORLD CUP QATAR 2022 DELIVERY
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A DREAM 
OPENING

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

T
HE mesmerising opening ceremony of the 
FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 showcased lo-
cal culture and promoted unity, while cel-
ebrating the global passion for football.

For the team behind the show at Al Bayt 
Stadium, it was the culmination of months of 
planning, rehearsals and hard work.

“It was a dream seeing everything come to-
gether so beautifully,” said Shaikha Al Thani, 
Executive Director, Supreme Committee for De-
livery & Legacy (SC). 

“Our vision was to celebrate different cul-
tures while showcasing Qatari heritage. It was 
important to pay tribute to what this tournament 
set out to achieve in the very beginning – which 
was to bring people together and break down so-
cial barriers.”

More than 400 artists took part in the show, 
which was narrated by Academy Award winner 
Morgan Freeman and featured K-Pop sensation 
Jung Kook of Korean supergroup BTS. A host of 
special guests from Qatar also took part in the 
ceremony, including Ghanim Al Muftah, Dana 
and Fahad Al Kubaisi, plus 300 tournament vol-
unteers.

There was also a distinctive contribution 
from His Highness the Amir of State of Qatar 
Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani, and His 
Highness the Father Amir Sheikh Hamad bin 
Khalifa Al Thani.

The ceremony centred on two suspended 
bridges in the middle of the pitch to encompass 
the idea of bridging distances, and began with a 
cinematic video experience. Qatar and the wider 
world were explored through the eyes of a whale 
shark – a native creature that has been a sym-
bolic compass for navigators throughout history.

The eight-act narration culminated with gi-
ant jerseys from all 32 participating nations, 
every mascot in FIFA World Cup history, includ-
ing the Qatar 2022 version, La’eeb, and a huge 

inflatable emblem. Conceived as a joyous and 
contemporary one-of-a-kind spectacle with an 
important unifying message, the ceremony was 
produced by Executive Artistic Director, Ahmed 
Al Baker, CEO of Katara Studios, and Artistic Di-
rector, Anghela Alo.

“It was a beautiful show put together by 
beautiful people,” said Jenni-Lee Van Gelder, 
the SC’s Director of Ceremonies. “Celebrating 
different cultures through football is what makes 
the World Cup special – and with the tourna-

ment coming to this part of the world for the first 
time, we wanted to take the opportunity to de-
liver something truly special.”

“What made this experience so wonderful is 
the fact we brought the entire world together to 
deliver a world-class opening ceremony,” added 
Van Gelder, who previously worked on similar 
ceremonies for the Sydney Olympics and Rugby 
World Cup.

For Nada Al Marrikhi, Ceremonies Opera-
tions Senior Officer, one of the most rewarding 
aspects of working on the project was manag-
ing a cast that embodied the spirit of the perfor-
mance.  

“Working day-in, day-out with artists from 
around the world to celebrate this momentous 
occasion was such a valuable experience. No 
matter where people were from, they whole-
heartedly believe in the power of football to unite 
the world and were eager to be part of the cer-
emony,” said Al Marrikhi.

Early indications suggest billions of fans 
tuned in to watch the opening ceremony, which 
got the 29-day tournament off to the perfect 
start.

“I am extremely proud of the team,” added Al 
Thani, who has spent a decade working for the 
SC. “We were able to create something magical 
that celebrated the entire world, while showcas-
ing the depth and beauty of our culture. The cer-
emony proved to the world that Qatar is capable 
of organising mega sporting events while setting 
new standards for creativity and brilliance.”

Dazzling World 
Cup Qatar 2022 

opening  
ceremony  

wows billions 
of fans across 

the globe



AL THUMAMA STADIUM: 
A source of pride in traditions

The stadium’s unique ring-shaped design depicts the traditional ‘gahfiya’ head cap worn by boys 
and men in Qatar and across the Arab world as a symbol of dignity and independence, and pride 

in the authentic Arab and Islamic traditions

Japanese fans tidy up Al Bayt 
Stadium after opening match

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

JAPANESE fans further cemented their 
reputation as one of the politest sets of 
supporters at World Cups as they were 
filmed tidying up Al Bayt Stadium in Al 
Khor after the Qatar 2022 opener between 
Ecuador and the hosts on Sunday evening.

Bahraini video creator Omar Farooq 
caught the Japanese football fans in ac-
tion after the match ended, saying he was 
“blown away”.

When asked why they were cleaning 
up, one Japanese woman answered: “Jap-
anese never leave rubbish behind, we re-
spect the place.”

Another Japanese man explained that 
they did not clean up “for the cameras,” 
but rather out of respect.

This is not the first time Japanese foot-
ball fans made headlines during the FIFA 
World Cup for their respect, organization, 
and cleanliness.

Fack in 2018, during a Japan match 
against Colombia, people around the 

globe were impressed by the Japanese 
people’s respect for the Russian stadium 
and their readiness to clean up after the 
game.

The fans were ready and equipped 
with large trash bags and went straight 
to sweeping their seats and everything 
around them, leaving the place just as neat 

as they found it.
Similarly, in 2014, Japanese fans did 

the same thing at a Brazil stadium, after 
the Japan National Football team was de-
feated by the Ivory Coast.

This practice is not only part of football 
culture for the fans, it is part of Japanese 
culture.

QNA
DOHA

IN its journey to host the FIFA World Cup 
Qatar 2022, Qatar established eight stadi-
ums that celebrate fans and football in his-
tory, present and future. 

One of Qatar’s World Cup masterpieces 
is “Al Thumama Stadium” whose dynamic 
design celebrates the Qatari and Arab cul-
ture while presenting a new era of architec-
ture.

The unique ring-shaped design depicts 
the traditional ‘gahfiya’ head cap worn by 
boys and men in Qatar and across the Arab 
world as a symbol of dignity and independ-
ence, and pride in the authentic Arab and 
Islamic traditions.

The 40,000-capacity stadium is 12 km 
from the heart of Doha. 

It represents a milestone in celebrating 
the authentic traditions both in its design 
and its name “Al Thumama” which took the 
name of “Thumam”, an indigenous plant.

Al Thumama stadium is a legacy for 
future generations through its durabil-
ity, modern technologies and the materials 
used in construction. 

The stadium was designed by Qatari 
architect Ibrahim Al Jaida, who gave the 
stadium a Qatari symbol in the form of the 
‘gahfiya’ to remain immortal in the minds 
of fans who will come from around the 
world to follow the World Cup on a stadium 
that celebrates the common heritage of Qa-
tar, the Gulf and the Arab region.

Al Thumama Stadium is a distinctive 
architectural masterpiece that appears even 
in the Qatari airspace, prompting the visi-
tor to get a closer look to this distinguished 
landmark.

Al Thumama Stadium af-
firms Qatar’s commit-
ment to effective 

sustainability. The stadium, which was in-
augurated in 2021, is one of the stadiums 
whose seats will be reduced to help coun-
tries without a sports infrastructure.

The stadium was built on an area of 

515,400 square meters, and includes a large 
range of different offices, in addition to 4 
outdoor playgrounds equipped with the lat-
est technology for the purpose of training 
only.

Al Thumama Stadium will benefit the 
community in the first place as a multi-pur-
pose facility, both at the level of buildings 
and at the level of the stadium, which will 
be reduced to 20,000 thousand seats only 
instead of 40,000 seats. After the tourna-
ment, the Stadium will offer a place for 
practicing sports for residents of the area.

The stadium was tested at the level of 
public attendance and operation of the fa-
cility in the final match of HH the Amir Cup 
between Al Sadd and Al Rayyan in October 
2021.

The stadium will host eight World Cup 
matches, starting with Senegal and the 
Netherlands November 21. It will host six 
group-stage matches along with a Round-
of-16 match and one quarter-final.

The stadium is located in an area close 
to the Doha Metro Red Line, which will be 
a major means of transport for the World 
Cup fans.

The environmentally friendly stadium 
received a five-star rating from the Global 
Sustainability Assessment System (GSAS), 
which is administered by the Gulf Organiza-
tion for Research & Development (GORD). 
The prestigious award is considered a mark 
of excellence in sustainability, design, and 
construction.

The stadium offers modern technology 
for the media, as well as a lot of amenities 
for fans with special needs. The stadium 
includes special entrances to the fans with 
special needs and dedicated seats in the 
most distinctive corner of the stadium. The 
stadium also features large spaces for fans 
to cheer and easy access to seats through 
multiple gates.

Al Thumama Stadium has one of the 
largest fan activity spaces, in addition to 
different facilities, multiple halls, workplac-

es for media outlets and rooms 
for ambulance staff. 
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FIREWORKS LIGHT UP AHMAD  
BIN ALI STADIUM

Fireworks illuminate the pitch ahead of the Qatar 2022 World Cup 
Group B football match between USA and Wales at the Ahmad Bin 
Ali Stadium in Al Rayyan on Monday. (AFP)
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MIA turns into a hub of 
WC Qatar 2022 events

KHALID TAWALBEH
DOHA

WITH the long-awaited FIFA World 
Cup Qatar 2022 tournament hav-
ing started, and fans from all over 
making a beeline for the biggest ever 
show of its kind, the Museum of Is-
lamic Art (MIA) has a lot that the visi-
tors would not like to miss.

The Museum, as its name sug-
gests, is a one-of-a-kind repository of 
treasures that shed light on the role 
of Islamic civilisation in human his-
tory and highlight its rich heritage of 
science and values of tolerance, arts, 
and beauty.

It reflects the culture, history 
and creativity of the Islamic nation, 
promotes its sciences and arts, and 
provides entertainment in the most 
magnificent and high-profile forms 
associated with human spiritual, cul-
tural and aesthetic values.

Ahmed Naji, a resident Egyptian 
lawyer, said: “The galleries of the 
Museum of Islamic Art offer visitors 
expanded interpretive content that 
put the works in context. There are a 
number of new resources suitable for 
children, which makes the museum 
more attractive to families and young 
visitors.”

“In the run-up to the World Cup, 
the galleries have been rearranged 
according to historical and cultural 
themes, time periods, and geographi-
cal ranges, in a style that reveals a 
great tradition of Islamic craftsman-
ship,” added Naji.

“The Museum of Islamic Art is 
also introducing a new section on 
Islam in Southeast Asia, focusing on 
the relationship between different 
cultures through exhibitions dealing 
with the trade of goods and exchange 
of ideas across the Islamic world and 
beyond,” Naji explained.

“The improved facilities add to 
the extensive experience. The mu-
seum is able to cater to the needs of 
a larger number of visitors, through 
its reconfigured entrance, cafes, retail 
sites, all in new format,” he added.

“The museum showcases Qatar’s 
international collection of Islamic 
art, which includes items dating back 
some 1,400 years,” he concluded.

Navi Atandra, an Indian engineer 
who lives in Qatar, told the Qatar 
Tribune: “The museums in the coun-
try in a way reflect the contemporary 
Qatari renaissance in diverse fields 
including economic, scientific and 
social, guided by the Qatar National 
Vision 2030.”

“The Museum of Islamic Art, 
which has been designated as a spe-
cial events area for the FIFA World 
Cup Qatar 2022, is sure to attract a 
large number of football fans visiting 
to see the World Cup matches, espe-
cially those interested in Islamic civi-
lisation, its arts and creations,” added 
Atandra.

The museum “stands tall as it 
were, on an artificial island on the 
shore of the Doha Corniche, as a bea-

con in the waters of the Arabian Gulf, 
to guide anyone seeking knowledge”, 
Atandra told the Qatar Tribune.

“It is a platform for interna-
tional dialogue, for building bridges 
between the past and the present… 
between East and West. Housing art 
pieces from three continents of the 
seventh century to present period, it 
is also a new international centre for 
education and creativity,” he said.

Spread over an area of 35,500 
square meters, the museum was 
opened in 2008. It was reopened in 
October 2022 in a new guise, after a 
year-long renovation project to im-
prove its facilities and install the new 
galleries of its permanent collection. 

The year also saw the launch of 
the Flags Square by the Years of Cul-
ture programme, which itself aims to 
deepen understanding between na-
tions and peoples. The Flags Square, 
a new community destination is lo-
cated near the Museum of Islamic 
Art Park. It is a new gathering space, 
a site for festivals, celebrations and 
other events.

Natasha Aalagova, a Russian 
World Cup fan who is here with her 
family, said: “this place fascinates 
you with its variety of items on dis-
play ranging from manuscripts and 

ceramic work, to objects made of 
metal, glass, ivory, wood and precious 
stones, from to distant past, and from 
different places ranging from India to 
Spain to the Middle East”.

“The programme of the Museum 
of Islamic Art for the World Cup has 
many educational activities for chil-
dren and families, which makes it a 
vital part of society,” according to 
Saleh Al-Omoush, researcher of Is-
lamic history.

“These exhibitions also highlight 
in a new and more visitor-friendly 
way, a variety of Islamic art artefacts, 
including carpets, textiles, manu-
scripts, ceramics, wood, ivory, metal-
work, stone, glass, coming from areas 
as far apart as Spain and North Africa 
to the Far East, and from the earliest 
period of Islam to the twentieth cen-
tury,” added Al-Omoush.

“The third floor takes visitors 
across the Islamic world from the 
Mediterranean Sea in the west to the 
Indian Ocean in the east, focusing 
on the arts and societies between the 
eleventh and nineteenth centuries,” 
said Al-Omoush.

The newly established “Fam-
ily Track” is a key component in the 
renovation work witnessed by the 
museum. The use of modern technol-
ogies, interactive displays, and multi- 
sensory applications gives visitors, 
children as well as adults a distinctive 
experience.

Qatar Airways celebrates
historic opening of FIFA’s
extraordinary World Cup

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

THE FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 is 
officially under way and Qatar Air-
ways, as the official airline of the jour-
ney, is marking the month-long tour-
nament with special football-themed 
experiences at the stadiums and at fan 
zones across the country.

World-class sports infrastructure, 
a five-star airport expansion and a 
host of fun-filled tourist attractions 
and cultural experiences also await 
the 1.5 million fans expected to attend 
the event.

Qatar Airways Group Chief Ex-
ecutive, Akbar Al Baker, said: “The 
countdown is complete, and after 
more than a decade, our dream of 
bringing the world together has truly 
come alive. We have witnessed a spec-
tacular opening ceremony, one that is 
truly worthy of honouring the greatest 
show on Earth.

“We have 63 more matches ahead 
of us and I am sure every single one of 
them will be an unforgettable experi-
ence. We are excited to give the world 
a taste of Arab hospitality and share 
our passion for connecting the world 
through travel and sport.”

The World’s Best Airline recently 
launched a FIFA World Cup campaign 
anthem on board flights arriving in 
Qatar and dedicated it to fans every-
where.  “C.H.A.M.P.I.O.N.S.” sung 
by internationally acclaimed singer 
Cheb Khaled and superstar DJ Rodge 
has already received millions of views 
across the airline’s official channels.

For the duration of the tourna-

ment, the Qatar Airways fleet is car-
rying the FIFA World Cup decal on 
120 aircraft. The specially-branded 
aircraft include 48 B777s, 31 B787s, 
21 A320s, 12 A330s, and eight A380s. 
Three specially-branded Boeing 777 
aircraft are hand-painted in FIFA 
World Cup Qatar 2022 livery.

Upon arriving to any of the eight 
stadiums on match day, guests are in-
vited to enjoy various interactive and 
family-friendly games at Qatar Air-
ways’ stands.

Football fans staying in Qatar dur-
ing the tournament are invited to visit 
the Qatar Airways Skyhouse, located 
at the FIFA Fan Festival at Al Bidda 
Park which is situated along Doha’s 
beautiful Corniche. The Skyhouse has 
a zipline experience, a Neymar Jr. 
interactive challenge, a swing photo 
booth and a QVerse virtual tour of Qa-
tar Airways’ award-winning business 
class. Global music acts and local art-
ists will be also be joining the line up 
to entertain fans at the fan zone.

Qatar Airways has also partnered 
with social media platform 433 ‘The 
Home of Football’ for the duration of 
the tournament, and will be broad-
casting post-match analysis featuring 
football legends.

In 2017, Qatar Airways announced 
its partnership with FIFA as the Of-
ficial Airline. The alliance has gone 
on to connect and unite fans globally, 
with The World’s Best Airline also 
sponsoring numerous football tour-
naments such as the FIFA Confedera-
tions Cup 2017, the 2018 FIFA World 
Cup Russia, the FIFA Club World Cup, 
and the FIFA Women’s World Cup.

Educational visual panels 
installed across the country 
reflect the Qatari culture and 
adherence to educational 
principles and teachings to the 
FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 
guests.

EDUCATIONAL VISUAL PANELS REFLECT RICH QATARI CULTURE
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AL Rayyan Tourism Investment 
Company (ARTIC) and Element 
Hotels, part of Marriott Bonvoy’s 
extraordinary portfolio of 30 
leading brands, on Monday an-
nounced the opening of Element 
City Center Doha, marking the 
brand’s debut in Qatar. 

Element Hotels is designed 
for today’s energetic and active 
traveller who seeks to maintain 
a balanced daily routine while on 
the road. 

Offering many of the com-
forts of home, Element City 
Center Doha will cater to those 
looking to stay for both short and 
long-term. The hotel is located in 
the vibrant West Bay area and is 
within easy access to key busi-
ness and financial districts, and 
destination hubs, including the 
Doha Exhibition Convention 
Center and the City Center Mall. 

Sheikh Mohammed bin 
Faisal Al Thani, vice-chairman 
of Al Rayyan Tourism Invest-
ment Company, said: “We are 
delighted to bring the Element 
by Westin brand to Doha, fur-
ther expanding our offering in 
the local market and building on 
our relationship with Marriott 
International to continue enrich-
ing the hospitality sector both lo-
cally and internationally.”

Tarek El Sayed, managing 
director and CEO of ARTIC, 
said: “We are excited to launch 
Element City Center Doha, 
which is the first serviced apart-
ment tower within our local in-
vestment portfolio and our first 
property to implement sustaina-
ble construction processes with-
in its design. The interior design 
incorporates key energy effi-
ciency considerations in keeping 

with wider sustainable building 
trends. In addition, buildings 
have been developed using du-
rable materials and products in 
order to lower the amount of re-
quired maintenance, ultimately 
reducing our properties’ carbon 
footprints. 

“In this project, ARTIC was 

able to combine both its exten-
sive experience in real estate de-
velopment and its relations with 
prominent operators in the hos-
pitality sector to offer the local 
market a distinctive residential 
experience combining quality 
architectural design and the fin-
est hotel services.”

He added, “The property will 
bear the Marriott International 
owned ‘Element by Westin’ 
brand, which is well-known for 
its modern and environmentally 
friendly approach. We are con-
fident that guests who choose 
to stay in Element City Center 
Doha will enjoy the modern de-
sign of the building, world-class 
facilities and central location. At 
ARTIC, we will continue to strive 
to bring everything that is new 
and distinctive to the local hos-
pitality sector.”

“We are excited to introduce 
Element by Westin to Qatar and 
strengthen our relationship with 
ARTIC,” said Safak Guvenc, area 
vice-president, Gulf, Levant & 
Turkey. “As the needs of travel, 
work and leisure have evolved, 
Element City Center Doha will 
be able to cater to guests with a 
range of work and life demands.”

Inspired by nature and with 
a bright design aesthetic, Ele-
ment City Center Doha features 
streamlined furnishings in light 
natural tones with touches of 
greenery. The hotel’s relaxed 
and enriching atmosphere to-
gether with its ergonomic de-
sign, quiet nooks and sun filled 

spaces evoke a feeling of comfort 
and home. 

Sandra Schulze-Potgieter, 
vice-president – Premium and 
Select Brands, Europe, Middle 
East & Africa, Marriott Inter-
national, said: “Element Hotels 
provide a balanced approach to 
living and travel, and the debut 
of Element City Center Doha 
comes at a time when travellers 
to Qatar are increasingly seeking 
out accommodation that offers 
a flexible environment to live, 
work and connect.”

Element City Center Doha 
features a collection of 283 
thoughtfully designed studios, 
one-, two- and three-bedroom 
apartments, and penthouses, 
making the property an ide-
al place for business travel-
lers, longer staying guests and 
holidaymakers. Each spacious 
apartment features a signature 
Heavenly bed, a spa-inspired 
bathroom, oversized closets and 
a fully equipped kitchen. 

Guests opting for a one-bed-
room apartment can enjoy the 
privacy of a separate living and 
sleeping area, accommodating 
up to three guests. In addition 
to a signature Heavenly bed, 

convertible sofa bed and tran-
quil bathroom, the apartment 
offers a fully equipped modern 
kitchenette and large working 
area for guests choosing to work 
remotely. The two-bedroom 
apartments can accommodate 
up to five guests, and feature a 
spacious kitchenette, two bath-
rooms and spacious living and 
dining areas. 

The expansive 245-square-
metre two and three-bedroom 
penthouses, located on the 41st 
floor, have floor to ceiling win-
dows with unobstructed views of 
the stunning Arabian Gulf, spa-
cious bedrooms, separate living 
and dining rooms, and a terrace 
with an outdoor Jacuzzi.

The hotel’s complimentary 
healthy Rise breakfast offers 
morning staples, including low-
fat options and fruit smoothies, 
while the Restore Grab & Go 
stocks a wide variety of fresh 
ingredients and on-the-go 
meals, from wholesome salads 
and sandwiches to yoghurt and 
snacks. Doha Baking Company, 
located on the lobby level, of-
fers freshly baked bread, pas-
tries, home-made ice cream and 
freshly brewed coffee, while the 
all-day restaurant, Pasta Fresca, 
serves lunch and dinner, includ-
ing authentic hand-made pasta. 
At WISE Bar, guests can unwind 
and watch sports games. 

For those looking to relax 
and recharge, guests can enjoy 
the indoor pool and Element 
Fitness Center, which features 
state-of-the-art cardio machines, 
strength-training equipment, 
and is open to guests 24-hours 
a day. 

Guests can plan a seam-
less meeting with eight meeting 
rooms equipped with state-of-
the-art audio-visual facilities.

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

REGIONAL Director of Grand 
Hypermarket Qatar Ashraf 
Chirakkal recently inaugurated 
in, Grand Express Hypermar-
ket, the eighth outlet of the 
Grand chain in Qatar, in Al 
Aziziya area in the presence of 
CEO Shareef BC, General Man-
ager Ajith Kumar and Chief 
Operations Officer David Ford.

Speaking at the event, 
Chirkkal said the launch of 
the outlet comes ahead of the 
FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 as 
a boon to consumers living in 
Aziziya area. 

He praised the Amir His 
Highness Sheikh Tamim bin 
Hamad Al Thani and the gov-
ernment of Qatar for initiatives 
that are rapidly expanding the 
country’s real estate footprint 
sustainably.

“I am honoured to launch 
Grand Express Al Aziziya, 

Grand’s eighth hypermarket in 
Qatar. This reaffirms Qatar’s 
rapid economic growth. Grand 
Qatar regional teams have 
done Qatar proud by match-
ing international retail and 
hygiene standards which they 
continue to uphold post-COV-
ID-19 pandemic and welcom-
ing FIFA World Cup football 
fans,” he said. 

Chirkkal said Grand Hyper-
market Qatar will open three 
more outlets within the next six 
months – one Mall and three 
Express outlets. 

“These outlets will create 
new jobs for citizens and resi-
dents in Qatar,” he added.

In his address, Shareef BC 
said, “The launch of our eighth 
hypermarket in Qatar is the re-
sult of the diligent work of our 
team. With the support of the 
relevant ministries, customers 
and municipal authority, we 
were able to achieve the growth 
and success.”

“Grand Express Al Aziziya 
will serve citizens and resi-
dents in this part of Qatar 
and the attraction to shoppers 
would be a wide range of prod-
ucts at competitive prices,” he 
added.

Grand Hypermarkets Qa-
tar General Manager Ajith 
Kumar said, “One feature of 
Grand Hypermarket new-
est outlet is that it gives local 
entrepreneurs, manufactur-
ers and producers one more 
sprawling retail space to dis-
play and market their prod-
ucts to consumers in Qatar. 
This hypermarket will give a 
big boost to local businesses as 
well as regional and interna-
tional brands.”

Abdulla, a resident of Al 
Aziziya, said: “A new hyper-
market in this locality will be 
convenient for people living 
here because this would spare 
us the trouble of travelling to 
Doha city for shopping.”

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

THE Ministry of Commerce 
and Industry (MoCI), in coop-
eration with Al Fardan Auto-
mobiles, Qatar’s BMW dealer-
ship, has announced the recall 
of BMW 760i xDrive Saloon, 
2022 model, due to missing 
first aid supplies.

The ministry said the recall 
campaign comes within the 

framework of its ongoing ef-
forts to protect consumers and 
ensure that car dealers follow 
up on vehicle defects and re-
pairs.

The ministry said that it will 
coordinate with the dealer to 
follow up on the maintenance 
and repair works and will com-
municate with customers to en-
sure that the necessary repairs 
are carried out. 

The ministry urged all cus-

tomers to report any violations 
to its Consumer Protection 
and Anti-Commercial Fraud 
Department, which processes 
complaints, inquiries and sug-
gestions through Call Center: 
16001, email: info@moci.gov.
qa, Twitter @MOCIQATAR, 
Instagram MOCIQATAR and 
the ministry’s mobile applica-
tion available on iPhone and 
Android devices MOCI_QA-
TAR

Element City Center Doha – ARTIC 
opens fully serviced apartment tower

Cold conditions: QC responds to
urgent appeal from Syrian family

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

WITH the increasing cold of 
winter in the camps for the dis-
placed inside Syria, the dilapi-
dated tent of Umm Hussein and 
her orphaned children fell. She 
did not find shelter for herself 
and her five children, so she sat 
in the open air. 

This family’s suffering would 
be prolonged if Qatar Charity did 
not intervene urgently and pro-
vided them with an alternative 
shelter in a time that took less 
than 24 hours.The story of this 
woman and her orphaned chil-
dren was urgently received by 
the Qatar Charity teams, which 
are closely following the situa-
tion of the displaced inside Syria, 
as part of the ‘Warm Hearts’ 
campaign and under the slogan 
‘Don’t wait for winter to come’.

The teams moved to the 
Zaytoun camp near Azaz, where 
this woman lives, and a tent 
was installed for this family and 
equipped with all winter sup-
plies, and winter clothes were 
provided to her children within 
one day.

Umm Hussein said, “After 
I lost my tent, I sent a call to 
charitable people and there were 
those who delivered this call to 
Qatar Charity, and they imme-
diately responded to the call and 
they quickly installed a new tent 
for me and my children. I can-
not describe my joy and the joy 
of my children, and I hope that 
everyone who lost their tent in 
this cold will be helped because 
I went through this very difficult 
situation. Thank you to the good 
people in Qatar and thank you to 
Qatar Charity for what they have 
done.

The campaign aims to sup-
port the good people in Qatar, 
reaching more than 1.2 million 
displaced people, refugees and 
needy families in areas of crises, 
disasters and poor communities 
in 15 countries around the world, 
as well as launching an initiative 
for rapid intervention in emer-
gencies, an initiative for the el-
derly and assistance to workers. 

Qatar Charity urged phi-
lanthropists to continue sup-
porting the campaign to reach 
the largest possible number of 
needy groups across the world 
and mitigate the severity of the 
dangers of winter on them and 
their families. Donation options 
are in cash or by requesting a 
mobile collection representative 
or via the website www.qchar-
ity.org, as well as through Qatar 
Charity collectors and donation 
funds in commercial complexes.

Grand Express – Grand 
Hypermarket opens its
8th outlet in Al Aziziya

MoCI recalls BMW i7 xDrive 60 Saloon, 2022 model
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Element City Center Doha exterior

Tarek M. El Sayed, managing 
director and CEO

Sheikh Mohammed bin Faisal 
Al Thani

Element City Center Doha indoor pool



DR Al Ansari mentioned that these dia-
logues also demonstrate the concept of 
joint coordination on regional and global 
issues, and enhance bilateral cooperation 
in the fields of health, humanitarian as-
sistance, international development, hu-
man rights, regional cooperation and cli-
mate change, as well as trade, investment, 
culture and education. 

He also expressed his full confidence 
that the outcomes of the fifth session of 
the strategic dialogue will contribute to 
reinforcing long-term cooperation, in-
cluding continuous coordination to bring 
peace and stability to the region.

Dr Al Ansari also noted the coinci-
dence of the strategic dialogue with the 
FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022, praising the 
close cooperation between Qatar and the 
US to ensure a safe and successful tourna-
ment. 

He added that the two sides recently 
have had in-depth discussions on cyber-
security, law enforcement training, public 
relations, and human rights.

Al Ansari stressed that Qatar and the 
US share a common interest in combat-
ing human trafficking and promoting 
labour rights, pointing to the US Depart-

ment of States’ recognition of Assistant 
Undersecretary of Labor Mohammed Al 
Obaidly as a Trafficking in Persons (TIP) 
Report Hero as evidence of the progress 
made by the State of Qatar on this issue.

Dr Al Ansari also complimented the 
strong security partnership between the 
two countries, including cooperation in 
law enforcement, aviation, border secu-
rity, countering violent extremism, coun-
tering terrorism and countering financing 
of terrorism. He reaffirmed the commit-
ment of Qatar to provide $75 million over 
five years and implement efforts to sup-
port the work of the United Nations Of-
fice on countering terrorism.

Al Ansari also indicated that relations 
between Qatar and the US have been es-
tablished through various institutions 
throughout different periods of time, 
stressing that the distinguished partner-
ship shown by the two countries in dealing 
with the Afghanistan issue, especially on 
relocation efforts, clearly reflects the high 
level of these well-established relations.

Al Ansari also said that Qatar consid-
ers the US its strongest ally and its most 
important partner in many fields. He ex-
pressed his confidence that the close stra-
tegic cooperation will continue between 
the two countries on various issues.
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Amir’s speech at WC opening has messages full
of noble human meanings: Turkish ambassador

QNA
DOHA

AMBASSADOR of Turkey to Qatar HE Dr 
Mustafa Goksu has praised the messages 
included in the speech of the Amir HH 
Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani at the 
opening ceremony of the FIFA World Cup 
Qatar 2022 at Al Bayt Stadium on Sunday.

The Turkish ambassador said, in a 
statement on Monday, that the speech of 
HH the Amir at the opening ceremony of 
the FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 carried 
many direct messages, full of noble hu-
man meanings.

He also stressed that the ceremony 
at Al-Bayt Stadium on Sunday presented 
humanitarian and civilized messages that 
promote rapprochement between peoples 
and cultures around the world.

Dr Goksu said that Qatar fascinated 

the world and viewers from all over the 
world through the legendary opening cer-
emony of the FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 
which brought together the ‘fragrance’ 
of the East with a distinctive Qatari fla-
vour as well as its dazzling performances, 
meanings and sublime values that focused 

on unity, coexistence, mutual respect and 
other common values between peoples.

He added that Qatar dazzled the world 
and fulfilled its promise to present the 
best version in the history of the World 
Cup, and it presents an honourable model 
in organizing international tournaments 
and confirms the ability of the Islamic 
world to organize such major events.

He also noted that the presence of 
President of Turkey Recep Tayyip Er-
dogan at the opening ceremony with a 
large delegation of Turkish ministers and 
officials was a sincere message of support 
for the sisterly and friendly State of Qatar 
on this historic day.

The ambassador added that Turkey 
is still with Qatar side by side in organis-
ing this event with all its capabilities, and 
will remain with Qatar until the end of the 
World Cup. Ambassador of Turkey to Qatar HE Dr Mustafa Goksu

Over 3.5 billion viewers 
to tune in to broadcast
coverage of Qatar 2022

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

THE Communications Regulatory 
Authority (CRA) has granted all 
broadcasting and media rights hold-
ers the radio spectrum that enables 
more than 3.5 billion expected view-
ers to tune in to unique official broad-
cast coverage of the FIFA World Cup 
Qatar 2022 on television, digital plat-
forms and public screens.

The tournament’s spectrum 
management service provider, CRA, 
has engaged with 120 media right 
holders’ licensees and media agen-
cies over the previous few months in 
addition to 59 of host country broad-
casters, other non-right holders’ me-
dia agencies, press and photogra-
phy. Additionally, the CRA assigned 
more than 2,900 radio frequencies 
to all parties.

CRA also provided the spectrum 
requirements of crucial sectors in the 
country, such as the military, secu-
rity, commercial and other sectors, 
in-turn benefiting the International 
Federation of Association Football 
(FIFA) and its contractors, Service 
Providers, commercial affiliates and 
broadcasters.

CRA has met FIFA’s spectrum 
requirements to enable the use of 
Football Technology & Innovation, 
which will play an essential role in 
managing and analyzing the match-
es. Among these technologies is the 

semi-automated offside technology, 
which will be used as a technology 
adopted by FIFA for the first time in 
the history of the World Cup to help 
determine offside cases.

In addition, Video Assistant 
Referee (VAR) technology will be 
used for the second time in the his-
tory of the World Cup, and Goal-
Line Technology (GLT) will be 
used for the third time ever. Fur-
thermore, the live player and ball 
tracking technology will be used in 
the tournament, in addition to wire-
less communication technology be-
tween referees, all of which require 
their own radio frequencies that 

have been assigned by CRA to be 
used exclusively for the FIFA World 
Cup Qatar 2022.

All matters pertaining to the 
usage of the radio spectrum in Qa-
tar are governed and managed by 
CRA. CRA is the responsible author-
ity for developing a comprehensive 
spectrum plan for the FIFA World 
Cup Qatar 2022 in accordance with 
Decree-Law No. (34) of 2006, Prom-
ulgating the Telecommunications 
Law amended by Law No. (17) of 
2017, and the Telecommunications 
By-Law. This responsibility comes 
in the context of the Guarantee pro-
vided by the Government of Qatar to 
FIFA to support Qatar’s proposal to 
host this event.

Telecom service providers ease SIM
allocation process for FIFA WC fans

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

THE telecom Service Providers, Oore-
doo Qatar QPSC and Vodafone Qa-
tar PQSC, have cooperated with the 
Communications Regulatory Author-
ity (CRA) to amend the registration 
process for getting a prepaid mobile 
SIM card, with the aim of facilitating 
telecom services for the FIFA World 
Cup Qatar 2022 fans while maintain-
ing regulatory requirements.

The updated process enables 
fans to apply for a SIM card online 
through the digital channels of the 
telecom Service Providers, Ooredoo 
Qatar and Vodafone Qatar, and verify 
their identity digitally by using the 
‘Hayya’ card as an identification doc-
ument of the applicant. That enables 
applicants, based on their preference, 
to instantly get an embedded-SIM (e-
SIM) card without the need to visit 
the retail outlets of the telecom Ser-
vice Providers or get a physical SIM 
card from their retail outlets in Qatar.

According to the process, each 

fan can obtain two cards. Also, minor 
fans under the age of 18 can obtain 
two cards with the consent of their 
parents. Fans can activate e-SIM and 
physical SIM cards when arriving in 
Qatar. Service Providers will discon-
nect the cards automatically once the 
fans’ ‘Hayya’ cards expire. Fans can 
also request to terminate the service 
before that based on their desire.

“CRA is keen to effectively regu-
late the Information and Communi-
cations Technology (ICT) sector in a 
way that contributes to its develop-
ment and benefits all stakeholders, 
whether Service Providers or telecom 

consumers, especially concerning the 
FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022. CRA 
has been keen to ensure that the tel-
ecom Service Providers provide high-
quality services that effectively meet 
the needs of consumers,” said Amel 
Salem Al-Hanawi, director of Con-
sumer Affairs Department, CRA.

“I want to thank the Supreme 
Committee for Delivery & Legacy 
for their coordination efforts and 
to thank Ooredoo Qatar and Voda-
fone Qatar for their cooperation and 
keenness to provide innovative tel-
ecom services that contribute to the 
success of the FIFA World Cup Qa-
tar 2022, improving the experience 
of telecom consumers in the State 
of Qatar, and reducing carbon foot-
prints,” she added.

Qatar expects 1.2 million visitors 
for the FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022, 
so to meet the expected needs, CRA 
has assigned around 3 million mobile 
numbers and about 40,000 fixed-line 
numbers to telecom Service Provid-
ers to be used by visitors and organ-
izers of the tournament.

Netherlands fans cheer up during the Qatar 2022 World Cup Group-A football match 
between Senegal and the Netherlands at Al-Thumama Stadium in Doha on Monday. (AFP)

Qatar dazzled the world and fulfilled its 
promise to present the best version in 
the history of the World Cup. It 
presents an honourable model in 
organising international tournaments 
and confirms the ability of the Islamic 
world to organise such major events
Dr Mustafa Goksu

CELEBRATION UNBRIDLED

Amel Salem Al-Hanawi, director of 
Consumer Affairs Department, CRA

CRA enables Football
Tech & innovation
CRA has met FIFA’s spectrum 
requirements to enable the use of 
Football Technology & Innovation, 
which will play an essential role in 
managing and analyzing the 
matches. Among these 
technologies is the semi-automat-
ed offside technology, which will 
be used as a technology adopted 
by FIFA for the first time in the 
history of the World Cup to help 
determine offside cases.

The updated process enables 
fans to apply for a SIM card 
online through the digital chan-
nels of the telecom Service 
Providers, Ooredoo Qatar and 
Vodafone Qatar, and verify their 
identity digitally by using the 
‘Hayya’ card as an identification 
document of the applicant

‘Strategic dialogue will 
contribute to bringing 
peace, stability in region’
Continued from page 1 



NATO allies may lift target to 
spend 2% of output on defence 

AGENCIES 

NATO allies may decide to 
aim to spend more on defence 
than their current target of 
2 percent of national output 
when they meet for their next 
summit in Vilnius in July 
2023, the chief of the alliance 
said on Monday.

“I expect that, in one way 
or another, even though per-
haps the 2 percent will be 
kept, it will be kept more as 
a kind of floor than a ceil-
ing for defence spending,” 
NATO Secretary-General Jens 
Stoltenberg said during a visit 
to Spain.

“These are negotiations 

that will go on, but I’m abso-
lutely confident that the am-
bitions will be increased in 
one way or another - because 
everyone now sees the need 
for investing more,” he added.

In response to Russia’s an-
nexation of Ukraine’s Crimea 
peninsula in 2014, NATO 
leaders pledged to reverse 
the trend of declining defence 
budgets, with allies agreeing 

to spend at least 2 percent of 
economic output on defence 
from 2024.

Since Russia’s invasion of 
Ukraine in February this year, 
many allies have increased 
their military spending.

“I cannot tell you exactly 

what our allies will agree 
when it comes to formulating 
the pledge for defence spend-
ing for the next decade or so... 
but I expect that it’ll be an 
even stronger commitment to 
increasing defence spending,” 
Stoltenberg said.

Since Russia’s invasion of 
Ukraine in February this 
year, many allies have 
increased their military 
spending. 

DPA 
JAKARTA 

AT least 162 people are dead 
and hundreds more injured 
after a shallow magnitude-5.6 
earthquake struck near the In-
donesian capital, Jakarta, on 
Monday, an official said.

Videos posted on social 
media and television footage 
showed widespread devastation 
in Cianjur, the community hit 
worst, with cracked roads and 
houses reduced to rubble.

“It is with regret that I con-
vey this bad news. One hundred 
and sixty-two people died and 

326 were injured, mostly with 
broken bones,” Governor Rid-
wan Kamil told reporters.

More than 13,000 peo-
ple were displaced and 2,000 
homes were badly damaged, he 
said.

Earlier in the day, the Na-
tional Disaster Management 
Agency said 25 people were still 
trapped under the rubble in 
Cianjur’s Cugenang area.

Cianjur district chief Her-
man Suherman said at least 40 
of the dead were children who 

were hit by collapsed buildings.
Earlier he said that some ar-

eas remained isolated because 
of landslides.

“Injured victims remain 
untreated in hospitals because 
there are not enough health 
workers.” Metro TV showed 
scores of people lying outside 
the Sayang General Hospital in 
Cianjur, some attached to intra-
venous drips.

Suharyanto, the head of the 
National Disaster Management 
Agency, said most of the victims 

were hit by debris from their 
collapsed homes.

“Many people died because 
their homes were unable to 
withstand the quake,” he said.

Suharyanto said casualties 
could have been much higher 
if the quake had happened at 
night. “It happened during the 
day and many people were not 
at home,” said Suharyanto, who 
goes by one name.

Mobile phone video foot-
age showed residents scream-
ing while holding little children 

who were badly injured.
“Help! There are injured 

people here,” a man shouted.
“My house! My house is 

gone!” said a weeping woman in 
television footage as she stood 
outside her collapsed home in 
Cianjur. The quake struck at 
1:21 pm (0621 GMT) with the 
epicentre 10 kilometres south-
west of Cianjur, the National 
Meteorological, Geophysical 
and Climatological Agency said.

There was no threat of a tsu-
nami, it said. 

At least 162 killed, hundreds 
injured after Indonesia quake

A man stands beside damaged houses following an earthquake in Cianjur on Monday.  

The 5.6-magnitude earthquake swayed 
high-rise buildings in Jakarta, prompting 
residents and workers to rush out in panic. 

Israeli forces kill Palestinian student
AGENCIES 

A Palestinian high-school stu-
dent has been shot dead while 
he was reportedly on his way to 
school, during a raid by Israeli 
forces on the northern occupied 
West Bank city of Jenin.

Relatives confirmed to Al 
Jazeera that the man killed 
on Monday was Mahmoud al-
Saadi. The Palestinian Ministry 
of Health told Al Jazeera that 
he was 18 years old, and said he 
was shot in the stomach.

At least four other Palestin-
ians were wounded after being 
shot, according to the ministry 
and local journalists.

The Palestinian Ministry of 
Education mourned al-Saadi in 
a statement on Monday. It said 
he was a student at the Farhat 
Hashad Boys Secondary School 
in Jenin and that he had been 
killed on his way to school.

Local journalist Mujahed 
al-Saadi told Al Jazeera that the 
teen was his distant relative and 
that witnesses he spoke to con-
firmed that he was killed while 
standing on the street headed to 
the classroom.

“He was headed out of the 
camp. He was surprised by the 
army, and the army shot him 
moments before they pulled out 

[of the camp],” Mujahed told Al 
Jazeera. The Israeli army said 
in a statement that they had re-
turned fire during an operation 
to arrest nine wanted Palestin-
ians.

“During the activity, shots 
were fired, and charges were 
thrown at the forces in the area, 
the fighters shot at suspects who 
shot at them,” the statement 
said.

The Palestinian foreign af-
fairs ministry described the kill-
ing as a ” field execution” and 
a “heinous crime,” adding that 
it is “part of the daily series of 
killings against our people, with 

cover and approval at the Israeli 
political level.” It said it holds 
the “Israeli government fully 
and directly responsible for this 
crime,” and called on “the inter-
national community to provide 
international protection for our 
people.” Mujahed told Al Ja-
zeera that Mahmoud was shot 
on the street adjacent to the 
one where Al Jazeera journal-
ist Shireen Abu Akleh was shot 
dead on May 11 while she was 
covering an Israeli army raid on 
the Jenin refugee camp. 

Dozens of Israeli armoured 
jeeps raided Jenin and its refu-
gee camp on Monday, just be-

fore 8am (05:00 GMT). The 
raid lasted about an hour.

In the camp, Israeli forces 
besieged the home of a wanted 
Palestinian man, Rateb al-Bali, 
while his family, including his 
children, were inside, and tar-
geted the house with bullets and 
missiles. “The army targeted 
the home with Energa gre-
nades and bullets,” continued 
Mujahed, noting that no family 
members were injured. Al-Bali, 
who escaped unhurt, eventually 
emerged from the house with 
his father and handed himself 
over to the Israeli army.

Israeli forces have been car-
rying out near-daily raids, ar-
rests and killings in the north-
ern West Bank cities of Jenin 
and Nablus, where Palestinian 
armed resistance is growing.

Across the West Bank, how-
ever, Israeli forces have for dec-
ades regularly carried out raids 
into Palestinian cities and vil-
lages, often leading to injuries or 
killings of unarmed Palestinians. 
This year marks the highest num-
ber of Palestinians killed by Is-
rael in the West Bank since 2006. 
Since the start of 2022, Israeli 
forces have killed at least 199 Pal-
estinians, including 47 children, 
in the West Bank, occupied East 
Jerusalem and the Gaza Strip.

Palestinian mourners carry the body of a youth who was reportedly killed 
during a raid by Israeli forces on Monday in the West Bank city of Jenin.
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MADRID/KIEV: Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky has 
stressed the need for unity among democratic NATO countries 
against the Russian invasion of his country.

“I call on them to do everything to ensure that our commu-
nity is never weakened,” he said in a video address to a plenary 
session of the NATO Parliamentary Assembly in Madrid on 
Monday, according to simultaneous translation.

Zelensky reiterated his country’s desire to become a mem-
ber of the EU and NATO.

The consequences of the Russian attacks for the Ukrainian 
civilian population are so severe that Russia should be branded 
a “terrorist state” by all parliaments, Zelenksy said.

Founded in 1955, the NATO Parliamentary Assembly is not 
a formal body of the defence alliance, but a legally independent 
association of the parliaments of the member states and as-
sociated countries. (DPA)

Zelensky calls for unity among NATo countries

News 
in brief

Sunak insists Britain not seeking 
realignment with EU laws

LONDON: Britain will not realign its laws with those of the Euro-
pean Union, British Prime Minister Rishi Sunak insisted on Mon-
day as his government seeks to sink speculation it is weighing 
up a Swiss-style relationship with Brussels. The prime minister 
said he voted for and continues to believe in Brexit, pointing to 
opportunities to control migration and strike new trade deals.

Sunak’s comments follow a report that his government is 
considering putting Britain on the road to closer ties with the 
European Union, which alarmed Brexiteers. Both Downing Street 
and senior ministers have sought to play down the suggestion. 
Speaking at the Confederation of British Industry (CBI) annual 
conference in Birmingham, Sunak said he wished to be “un-
equivocal” that Britain “will not pursue any relationship with 
Europe that relies on alignment with EU laws” under his stew-
ardship. “I voted for Brexit, I believe in Brexit and I know that 
Brexit can deliver, and is already delivering, enormous benefits 
and opportunities for the country - migration being an immediate 
one where we have proper control of our borders and are able to 
have a conversation with the country about the type of migration 
that we want and need,” he said. “We weren’t able to do that 
inside the European Union, at least now we are in control of it. 
When it comes to trade, it means that we can open up our coun-
try to the world’s fastest-growing markets,” he added. (DPA)

Kremlin says no plans for second 
mobilisation of troops

MOSCOW: The Kremlin has addressed the widespread fear of a 
second wave of mobilisation of reservists for the war in Ukraine, 
with spokesman Dmitry Peskov saying on Monday there are “no 
discussions” on this in the Kremlin, Russian news agencies re-
ported. Russia previously reported it completed its mobilisation 
of 300,000 reservists at the end of October. Around 82,000 
men were already deployed to the front lines in early November. 
The others were training for combat in Russia. In the earlier an-
nouncement, Defence Minister Sergei Shoigu already said anoth-
er draft was not planned. The mobilisation triggered mass panic 
in Russia, with hundreds of thousands of people fleeing abroad, 
at least temporarily. Many travelled to neighbouring Kazakhstan 
or Georgia. Others went into hiding in their own country to avoid 
being drafted. (DPA)

Wounded survivors of an earthquake are being treated in the yard of a hospital in Cianjur on Monday. 

The quake caused high-rise buildings in Jakarta to sway, 
prompting residents and office workers to rush out in panic.

Indonesia sits on the Pacific Ring of Fire, an area noted for fre-
quent earthquakes and volcanic eruptions.

NATO Secretary General Jens Stoltenberg (C) attends NATO Parliamen-
tary Assembly annual session held in Madrid on Monday. 



Tribune news neTwork
Doha 

QatarEnErgy has entered 
into a 27-year Sale and Pur-
chase agreement (SPa) with 
China Petroleum & Chemical 
Corporation (Sinopec) for the 
supply of 4 million tons per an-
num (MtPa) of Lng to China.

Under the terms of the SPa, 
the contracted Lng volumes 
will be supplied from QatarEn-
ergy’s north Field East (nFE) 
Lng expansion project and 
will be delivered to Sinopec’s 
receiving terminals in China.

Minister of State for Energy 
affairs and QatarEnergy Presi-
dent and CEO HE Saad Sherida 
al Kaabi and Sinopec Chair-
man Dr Ma yongsheng signed 
the agreement on Monday dur-
ing a hybrid (virtual and physi-
cal) ceremony.

Joining Minister Kaabi at 
QatarEnergy’s headquarters in 
Doha were senior executives 
from both companies, while Dr 
Ma and other high-level Sin-
opec executives participated 
virtually from Beijing.

In his remarks at the sign-
ing ceremony, Kaabi said, “We 
are pleased to enter into this 
agreement, which will further 
solidify the excellent bilateral 
relations between China and 
Qatar and help meet China’s 
growing energy needs. In addi-
tion, it opens a new and exciting 
chapter in our relationship with 
Sinopec, one that is very special 

and spans a number of different 
areas, and which we are excited 
about further growing and ex-
panding into the 2050s.”

Kaabi said, “this is the first 
long-term SPa from the nFE 
project to be announced, and 
marks the longest gas supply 
agreement in the history of the 
Lng industry.”

Kaabi concluded his re-
marks by expressing his thanks 
and appreciation to the work-
ing teams from Sinopec, Qa-
tarEnergy, and Qatargas, for 
their dedication and sincere 
efforts to conclude the SPa and 

gratitude to the leadership of 
His Highness the amir Sheikh 
tamim bin Hamad al thani for 
his unwavering support to Qa-
tar’s energy sector.

On his part, the Sinopec 
chairman said, “the signing of 
the long-term Lng SPa with 
QatarEnergy is a milestone and 
an important part of the inte-
grated cooperation between 
the two sides on the nFE pro-
ject. Qatar is the world’s largest 
Lng supplier, and China is the 
world’s largest Lng importer. 
the two countries share inher-
ent complementarities and a 

good foundation for energy 
cooperation. the friendly and 
close ties between the two coun-
tries have created a good envi-
ronment for us to constantly 
deepen cooperation. Sinopec at-
taches great importance to the 
cooperation with QatarEnergy, 
which we regard as a strategic, 
long-term, and all-round part-
ner, and we are expecting more 
cooperation fruits to come.”

Sinopec has been always 
committed to the development 
of green and clean energy. Our 
integrated cooperation with Qa-
tarEnergy on the nFE project 

could not only meet the needs 
of the Chinese market but also 
reflect Sinopec’s commitment 
to a low-carbon, green, safe, 
responsible, and sustainable 
development path.”

the agreement is the sec-
ond Lng SPa between Qatar-
Energy and Sinopec, follow-
ing the 10-year SPa signed in 
March 2021 for the supply of 2 
MtPa to China.

the SPa is also the first 
long-term Lng offtake agree-
ment from the nFE Expansion 
project and comes on the heels 
of QatarEnergy’s conclusion of 

the formation of eight interna-
tional partnership agreements 
for the north Field East and 
north Field South (nFS) pro-
jects, which are expected to 
come online in 2026 and 2027, 
respectively.

QatarEnergy has also con-
cluded construction contracts 
and long-term time charter 
agreements for 60 Lng carri-
ers as part of its historic Lng 
shipbuilding program in sup-
port of both the nFE and nFS 
expansion projects, with the 
number expected to grow to al-
most 100 in the future.

Tribune news neTwork
Doha

QnB group has entered into a 
joint venture agreement with 
ajlan & Bros Holding to col-
laborate and grow the digital 
banking opportunity in Saudi 
arabia.

QnB group Chief Execu-
tive Officer abdulla Mubarak 
al Khalifa and ajlan & Bros 
Holding Chairman ajlan Bin 
abdulaziz alajlan, signed the        
agreement.

ajlan & Bros Holding Depu-
ty group CEO ajlan Mohamed 
alajlan and a number of senior 
management representatives 
from both sides attended the 
signing as well.

this agreement came as 
part of both groups’ strate-
gic plan to grow their digital 
banking presence and invest-
ments in Saudi arabia.

Both sides have al-

ready initiated steps to ob-
tain the required regulatory                              
approvals.

It is worth mentioning that 
ajlan & Bros Holding is one of 

the largest retailers and man-
ufacturers in the Saudi mar-
ket, with its brand recognized 
and present in more than 15 
countries across the world.

QNB Group ties up with
Ajlan & Bros to develop 
digital banking in Saudi

QatarEnergy signs 27-year 4 mtpa 
LNG deal with China’s Sinopec

Tribune news neTwork
Doha

QIIB Chairman Sheikh Dr 
Khalid thani al thani re-
ceived in his Majlis this morn-
ing rt Hon Mark Drakeford, 
First Minister of Wales, for a 
business breakfast.

the meeting was attended 
by Councillor ali ahmed, who 
represents Cathays Ward of 
Cardiff Council and the del-
egation accompanying him.

the meeting was also at-
tended by QIIB Vice Chairman 
rashid nasser al Kaabi, QIIB 
Board Member ali abdullatif 
al Misnad, QIIB CEO abdul-
basit ahmed al Shaibei, and 
Qatar Islamic Insurance CEO 
ali Ibrahim al abdulghani.

rt Hon Mark Drakeford 
expressed his happiness with 
the meeting, and his happi-
ness for visiting the State of 
Qatar, which comes on the 
occasion of the opening of the 
FIFa World Cup Qatar 2022, 
in which the Welsh national 
team is competing.

During the meeting, they 
discussed investment oppor-
tunities and ways to enhance 
business cooperation between 
the two sides, especially since 
there is solid ground and 
broad cooperation between 
Qatari and Welsh companies 
that can be built upon and fur-
ther strengthened.

Sheikh Khalid stressed 
that the historical relationship 
between Qatar and the United 
Kingdom supports the direc-
tions of the Qatari and Welsh 
business sectors to develop 
cooperation and carry out 
joint initiatives and projects 
that will bring great benefits to 
both sides.

QIIB chairman holds 
trade talks with First 
Minister of Wales

tuESday, NovEmbEr 22, 2022

Qatar University 
honours GWC paGE 11

Minister of State for Energy Affairs and QatarEnergy President and CEO HE Saad Sherida Al Kaabi and Sinopec Chairman MA Yongsheng signed the agreement on Monday during a hybrid ceremony.

QNB Group Chief Executive Officer Abdulla Mubarak Al Khalifa and Ajlan & Holding Chairman Ajlan Bin 
Abdulaziz Alajlan with senior officials from both companies at the agreement signing ceremony.

QNB Group Chief Executive Officer Abdulla Mubarak Al Khalifa and Ajlan 
& Holding Chairman Ajlan Bin Abdulaziz Alajlan signed the agreement. QIIB Chairman Sheikh Dr Khalid Thani Al Thani received in his Maj-

lis this morning Rt Hon Mark Drakeford, First Minister of Wales, for 
a business breakfast. The meeting was also attended by QIIB Vice 
Chairman Rashid Nasser Al Kaabi, QIIB Board Member Ali Abdullatif 
Al Misnad, QIIB CEO Abdulbasit Ahmed Al Shaibei, and Qatar Islamic 
Insurance CEO Ali Ibrahim Al Abdulghani.

To be supplied from QatarEnergy’s NFE expansion project, the deal  marks the longest gas supply agreement in the history of the LNG industry
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Qatar Islamic Bank (QIB), 
Qatar’s leading digital bank, 
has announced that it is con-
tinuing its Misk account draw 
for the 6th consecutive year, 
with the largest value of prizes 
in Qatar, offering Misk ac-
count holders additional cash 
prizes and opportunities to 
win.

QIB’s Misk account is a 
unique savings account that 
offers customers exceptional 
features and benefits and gives 
them the opportunity to win 
weekly and monthly prizes, as 
well as grand prizes quarterly. 
Like a regular savings account, 
customers have the freedom to 
deposit and withdraw money 
from the account at their con-
venience.

to be eligible for the priz-
es, customers should main-
tain a minimum monthly bal-
ance of Qr10,000, and every 
Qr10,000 saved equals one 
entry in the draw.

running from November 
17, 2022, until November 16, 
2023, the number of monthly 
prizes of the new edition has 
doubled this year from two to 
four, each winning Qr50,000 
for a total of 48 monthly win-
ners. the Grand Prize will 
be offered to four lucky mil-
lionaires, each one winning 
a prize of Qr1 million every 
three months in addition to 15 
winners to receive Qr10,000 

each, every week.
this increases the ac-

counts’ prize pool to Qr14.2 
million compared to last year’s 
Qr13 million, with the addi-
tion of Qr1.2 million to re-
ward a total of 832 winners 
among QIB’s customers.

Commenting on the launch 
of the new edition, QIB’s Gen-
eral Manager – Personal Bank-
ing Group D anand said, “Our 
Misk account provides the 
largest prize pool for a draw or 
savings accounts in Qatar. QIB 
is keen to maintain this com-
petitive edge to ensure new 
and existing customers keep 
saving with us.”

“For the past five years, 
Misk has recorded substan-

tial growth and an immensely 
positive response from our 
customers. We aim to keep the 
product revitalized in the com-
ing years to continue present-
ing unique rewards and oppor-
tunities to our customers.”

QIB has been constantly 
acknowledged for the excel-
lence of its banking experi-
ence and offerings, receiving 
several prestigious awards for 
its digital innovation and ex-
cellent services and solutions, 
including Best Performing 
Bank in Qatar 2022, Best Bank 
in Qatar 2022, Best Islamic 
Bank the Year in Qatar 2022, 
World’s Best Islamic Financial 
Institution 2022, Best Bank 
for Digital Solutions in Qatar 

2022. these awards and the 
bank’s growing service range 
reflect QIB’s continuous ef-
forts to develop its existing 
product suite and create in-
novative products, services, 
and solutions to meet the fast-
changing financial needs and 
preferences of its customers 
  in Qatar.

Existing and new QIB cus-
tomers can open a Misk ac-
count easily through the QIB 
Mobile app. Customers will 
receive a debit card, become 
eligible to request a credit card 
for the first year against their 
Misk account balance, receive 
profits on their savings, and 
have the chance to frequently 
win cash prizes.

Qatar Islamic Bank concludes the 5th edition of its Misk Account draw and announces the 
launch of a new edition with more prizes and opportunities to win for the bank’s customers 

QIB continues to reward 
Misk account holders 
with more cash prizes

Tribune news neTwork
Doha

GWC was recognised as the 
‘Employer of Continuous Col-
laboration’ by Qatar University 
(QU) in acknowledgment of 
their partnership and the role 
GWC has played in supporting 
the University’s endeavours.

the award was presented 
by Qatar University Presi-
dent Dr Hassan bin rashid al 
Derham and was received by 
Hamad Mohammed r M abu-
qaba al Marri – Hr Director 
on behalf of GWC.

Speaking about the award 
and what it meant to GWC, 
Hamad Mohammed al Marri 
remarked that GWC has al-
ways been committed to inter-
acting with students and guid-
ing them, as the leaders of the 
future. the company takes its 
role in supporting Qatar Vision 
2030 and the economy very se-
riously.

Partnerships such as this 
play a critical role in giving 
students a glimpse of real-
world challenges and what can 
be done to overcome them. 
this award is a recognition of 
the role that companies, such 
as the GWC, play in fostering 
innovation and promoting tal-
ent.

this collaboration gives 
students an opportunity to 
connect the dots between the-
ory and reality.

GWC, the leading provider 
of integrated logistics solu-
tions in Qatar, caters to both 
the largest and most influential 
companies in Qatar, as well as 
small and medium enterprises, 
providing them with world-
class turnkey solutions cus-
tomized to their specific needs.

It has developed these so-
lutions while gaining nearly 
twenty years of experience 
in the local and international 
markets.

Qatar University 
honours GWC

Tribune news neTwork
Doha 

Qatar Business Incubation 
Center (QBIC), a Qatar Devel-
opment Bank (QDB) incubator 
and one of the largest business 
incubators in the MENa re-
gion, concluded the 16th wave 
of the Lean Startup Program 
(LSP), and graduated the par-
ticipants of the 4th wave of the 
Lean Coach Program (LCP), 
with a Selection Day event that 
featured the top-performing 
venture. Selection Day is con-
sidered a culmination of the 
efforts dedicated by emerging 
local startups and entrepre-
neurs, aiming to benefit from 
QBIC’s incubation support.

the number of applicants 
for this year’s LSP amounted 
to 374, of which 65 startups 
qualified for the program. Out 
of these, 15 startups made it to 
the Selection Day, and pitched 
their innovative business ide-
as. the selection process came 
to an end with 11 of this wave’s 
startups being chosen for incu-
bation at QBIC. two of the se-
lected startups emerged from 
Ooredoo’s Digital & Beyond 
Incubator, which is operated 
by QBIC.

this year, the participat-
ing cohort showed tremen-
dous potential, even before 
the programme started; over 
half of the participants had 
a minimum viable product 
(MVP), or a defined business 
model. the wave also included 
11 winners from the most re-
cent QBIC Hackathon, some 
of which made it all the way to 
Selection Day.

the startups in this wave 
operated in various fields, 

namely Edutech, e-commerce, 
software-as-a-service (SaaS), 
enterprise-to-enterprise pro-
ject solutions, and Sportstech.

as for the LCP, the num-
ber of applicants amounted to 
307, of which 21 were accepted. 
this wave graduated 12 certi-
fied coaches, ready to provide 
support that caters to budding 
entrepreneurs and their growth 
needs.

During Selection Day, the 
companies chosen by the com-
mittee received an investment 
of Qr250,000, in addition to 
the benefits of one-year incu-
bation with QBIC, including: 
mentorship and training, of-
fice space, access to the various 
programs, funding, and net-
working opportunities, while 

the coaches who successfully 
completed the LCP obtained 
QBIC-accredited certificates.

QDB Executive Director 
of advisory and Incubation 
Ibrahim abdulaziz al Mannai 
said, “We are very proud of the 
business ideas brought forth by 
this wave’s entrepreneurs, who 
have shown remarkable com-
mitment. the support we pro-
vide at QBIC to entrepreneurs 
and their startup ventures does 
not stop here; it rather contin-
ues through several incubation 
programs and support services 
throughout different stages of 
their journey, helping us con-
tribute further to the diversifi-
cation of the local economy.”

QBIC supports entrepre-
neurship in Qatar through sev-

eral programs that cater to all 
growth stages of a company. It 
also provides a number of spe-
cialised programmes to pro-
mote economic diversification, 
through various partnerships, 
such as the partnership with 
Ooredoo in Digital & Beyond, 
which seeks to boost the num-
ber of tech-focused startups in 
Qatar.

Moreover, the specialized 
programs include the QBIC 
Hackathon, which supports 
and provides solutions for digi-
tal transformation, manufac-
turing industries, and sports 
technology, to name a few. ad-
ditionally, QBIC offers a range 
of specialized lean programs 
for entrepreneurs to start and 
grow their businesses.

QBIC concludes LSP, LCP 
with Selection Day event

This year, the participating cohort showed tremendous potential. Even before the programme started, over 
half of the participants had a minimum viable product or a defined business model. 
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tHE Planning and Statistics 
authority (PSa) has released 
the quarterly Import Unit 
Value Index (IMVUI) for the 
third quarter of 2022 based 
on 2013. the IMVUI of the 
third quarter reached 101.24 
points showing a decrease of 
0.83 percent when compared 
to the second quarter of 2022. 

Compared to the third 
quarter of 2021, a decrease 
of 0.49 percent has been 
recorded in the general in-
dex (IMUVI) of this quarter. 
IMUVI contains ten main 
groups classified based on 
Standard International trade                                 
Classification. 

Compared with the second 
quarter of 2022, the IMUVI 
showed that there were eight 
main groups, where respec-
tive indices in this month have 
decreased namely ‘Beverages 
and tobacco’ by 7.31 percent, 
followed by ‘manufactured 
goods classified chiefly by ma-
terial’ by 3.81 percent, ‘chem-
icals and related products’ by 
1.32 percent, ‘miscellaneous 
manufactured articles’ by 1.12 
percent, “food and live ani-
mals” by 1.07 percent, ‘animal 
and vegetable oils, fats and 
waxes’ by 1 percent, ‘mineral 
fuels, lubricants, and related 
materials’ by 0.33 percent, 
and ‘machinery and transport 
equipment’ by 0. 15 percent.

an increase has been 
recorded in “crude materi-
als, inedible, except fuels’ by 
5.25 percent. No change is 

noticed in ‘commodities and 
transactions not classified                                            
elsewhere in SItC”. 

a comparison of the IM-
UVI of the third quarter of 
2022 with the IMVUI of the 
same quarter in 2021 shows a 
decrease has been recorded in 
the general index (IMUVI) by 
0.49 percent. this Y-o-Y value 
decreases primarily due to the 

unite value drop in five groups 
namely “manufactured goods 
classified chiefly by material’ 
by 1.85 percent, followed by 
‘mineral fuels, lubricants and 
related materials by 1.81 per-
cent, ‘beverages and tobacco’ 
by 1.05 percent, ‘food and 
live animals by 0.82 percent 
and ‘machinery and transport 
equipment by 0.59 percent. 

an increase has been 
shown in three groups namely 
“crude materials, inedible, 
except fuels’ by 1.26 percent, 
followed by ‘chemicals and 
related products by 0.74 
percent, and ‘miscellaneous 
manufactured articles’ by 
0.39 percent. 

No change is noticed in 
‘animal and vegetable oils, 
fats and waxes’ and ‘com-
modities and transactions not 
classified elsewhere in SItC”.

ImUvI decreases 
by 0.49% in third 
quarter of 2022

The award was presented by Qatar University President Dr Hassan bin 
Rashid Al Derham and was received by Hamad Mohammed R M Abu-
qaba Al Marri – HR Director on behalf of GWC.

Compared with the second 
quarter of 2022, the IMUVI 
showed that there were 
eight main groups, where 
respective indices in this 
month have decreased



Sheikha Moza opens EAA’s SDG Pavilion

QNA
DOHA

HH Sheikha Moza bint 
Nasser, Chairperson of Edu-
cation Above All (EAA) Foun-
dation and SDG Advocate, on 
Monday launched the SDG 
Pavilion on the sidelines of 
the FIFA World Cup Qatar 
2022 in the Fan Zone at Al 
Bidda Park.

Sheikha Moza attended 
a discussion on the role of 
sports as means to promote 
development and peace inter-
nationally, and the challenges 
of reaching the 2030 Sus-
tainable Development Goals 
(SDG).

The discussion was at-

tended by President of 
Rwanda Paul Kagame, 
President of Senegal Macky 
Sall, President of the Is-
lamic Development Bank 
Dr Mohummed Sulaiman Al 
Jasser; Director-General of 
the World Health Organi-
zation Dr Tedros Adhanom 
Ghebreyesus; Minister of 
International Development 
and Minister responsible for 
the Pacific Economic Devel-
opment Agency of Canada 
Harjit Sajjan; and SDG Ad-
vocate Kailash Satyarthi.

Meanwhile, the Education 
Above All officially launched 
the “Scoring for the Goals” 
campaign which calls for uni-
ty and solidarity to achieve 

the Sustainable Development 
Goals on the sidelines of the 
FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022. 

The campaign will fea-
ture many activities that will 
be organized in cooperation 
with QF partners such as 
UNICEF, UNESCO and UN-
HCR. The campaign includes 
live music performances, 
dialogue with world leaders, 
art installations, and football 
workshops.

Attendees at today’s 
launch included HE Sheikha 
Al Mayassa bint Hamad Al 
Thani, the Vice Chairperson 
of EAA, and high-level repre-
sentatives from Canada, Li-
beria, Mexico and the United 
Kingdom.

Katara exhibition highlights 
notable historical moments
from Qatar’s football history

QNA
DOHA

THE Football, Fine Art & 
Collectibles Exhibition, be-
ing held in Building 18 of the 
Cultural Village Foundation 
(Katara) until December 18, 
highlights important histori-
cal moments in the world of 
football in Qatar and the 
world through works of art, 
photographs and historical 
collectibles related to football.

The exhibition is held in 
three halls as part of the Ka-
tara’s activities accompanying 
the FIFA World Cup Qatar 
2022. The first hall displays 
25 photos of players from five 
Arab countries whose teams 
participated in the FIFA Arab 
Cup Qatar 2021, which was 
held in Doha last year, name-
ly: Algeria, Morocco, Sudan, 
Qatar and Lebanon. The sec-
ond hall displays drawings of 
the most important moments 
in the history of Qatari foot-
ball, which are pictures cho-
sen by Rashid Muftah Al Su-
laiti, editor-in-chief of Al-Saqr 
magazine.

A third hall displays sports 
gear belonging to previous 
World Cup editions, which in-
clude t-shirts worn by players 
in previous World Cup tour-
naments, old publications 
that covered the World Cup in 
previous tournaments, as well 
as medals, footballs and tick-
ets, all of which belong to dif-
ferent historical eras related 
to the World Cup.

Rashid Muftah Al Sulaiti 
said in a statement to Qatar 

News Agency (QNA) that the 
exhibition includes historical 
pictures about the past of Qa-
tari football and the partici-
pation of the Qatari team in 
world championships and its 
many victories in the history 
of world sports. He said the 
exhibition aims to introduce 
the fans of the FIFA World 
Cup Qatar 2022, and the 
guests of Qatar, to the history 
of Qatari football by display-
ing a set of pictures that trans-
late historical moments re-
corded in the Qatari memory, 
and before that the regional 
and global football history.

Dr Khaled Al Meer, an 
amateur collector, said in a 
statement to QNA that the 
sports collection hall includes 
shirts that represent defin-

ing moments in the history of 
sports.

The exhibition brings to-
gether a collection of shirts 
belonging to Arab and foreign 
players who participated in 
the World Cup, and each shirt 
carries a special story.

Katara’s activities accom-
panying the FIFA World Cup 
Qatar 2022 will continue un-
til December 18, and include 
51 main events, with more 
than 300 sub-events, and the 
participation of 22 countries. 
Organised in cooperation 
with a number of ministries 
and governmental and pri-
vate institutions, these events 
include festivals, parties, ex-
hibitions, live performances 
and various musical events.

The Cultural Village Foundation (Katara), one of the epicentres of the activities accompanying the FIFA World 
Cup Qatar 2022, has been brimming with events for the last several days. The ongoing events include Street 
Art Festival and Traditional Dhow Festival, in addition to several exhibitions highlighting history of football 
game and much more. Take a look at the events from yesterday (TNN)

A PERFECT SPOT FOR ENTERTAINMENT
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Any shackles attached to Ga-
reth Southgate’s England have 
well and truly been thrown off.

An imperious England 
dominated every minute of this 
game, with a flash of magic and 
a penalty from Mehdi Taremi 
punctuating an an otherwise 
perfect display.

Critics of Southgate’s cau-
tious approach with England 
will have been delighted to 
see the Three Lions in an un-
stoppable attacking flow, all 
sparked by a deft header from 
Jude Bellingham.

Bukayo Saka made Eng-
land’s lead comfortable with 
a thumping strike as the ball 
dropped to him from a cor-
ner, before Raheem Sterling 
stabbed in a volley. Saka’s sec-
ond was answered by Taremi’s 
electric strike, but Iran were 
swept away as Rashford and 
Grealish completed the drub-
bing.

A late penalty, converted by 
Taremi, closed the show.

An early injury to Alireza 
Bieranvand set the tone for 
for the loss for Iran. England, 
clearly the superior side, capi-
talised on Iran’s early misfor-
tune.

England took the attacking 
initiative early on, with Harry 
Kane slicing a shot from the 
edge of the area which forced 
Bieranvand into a flying save, 
one which resulted in a clash 
of heads between the Iranian 
keeper and center-back Majid 

Hosseini. 
A lengthy stop ensued, with 

Bieranvand ultimately substi-
tuted for Hossein Hosseini as 
he couldn’t continue playing. 

A little under half an hour 
of play had gone when England 
threatened again, this time 
through Arsenal winger Bu-
kayo Saka who dinked a shot 
goalwards, which was met by a 
well positioned Hosseini. 

Minutes later, Saka and 
Mason Mount combined for 
the latter to get a clear shot at 
goal, but the Chelsea man hit 
the side-netting. 

As Gareth Southgate’s men 
upped the ante, Harry Magu-
ire rose highest to meet a cor-
ner under little challenge and 
managed to hit the crossbar; a 
pretext for the following cor-
ner which was converted by 
Jude Bellingham who headed 
past Hossein Hosseini, un-
der minimal pressure from 

centre-back Majid Hosseini to 
make it 1-0. 

Saka added a second close 
to half-time when a corner 
was flown into the area, head-
ed down by Maguire into the 
young Englishman’s path leav-
ing him to volley home. 

Two minutes later and deep 
into first-half stoppage time, 
Raheem Sterling added Eng-
land’s third after a blistering 
counter-attack that featured 
Bellingham and Kane, who 
crossed the ball into the Chel-
sea forward’s path leaving him 
to smash past Hosseini un-
marked.

Well into the second half, 
Sterling was played in on goal 
by Kane and with nothing be-
tween the Iranian goalkeeper 
and the former Manchester 
City and Liverpool FC man, 
Majid Hosseini flew into a chal-
lenge to clear the ball away.

Saka added his second of 
the night when played through 
by Sterling, eventually danc-
ing around the Iranian defence 
before slotting home low past 
Hossein Hosseini, stretching 
the English lead to four goals. 

Team Melli pulled one back 
at the 65th minute through an 
intelligent piece of play that 
started from a throw-in, with 
Ali Gholizadeh picking Mehdi 
Taremi out behind the English 
defence, the FC Porto striker 
didn’t miss from close to the six 
yard box.  

In less than two minutes 
on the pitch, Marcus Rashford 
added England’s fifth of the 
night after receiving an excel-

lent pass from Kane and scored 
a carbon copy of Saka’s second 
goal - cutting inside and firing 
low towards the bottom corner 

of Hosseini’s goal. 
A sixth goal was added on 

the 90th for England by Jack 
Grealish, in another quick 
counter-attack when another 
substitute – Callum Wilson 
– ran down the right and self-
lessly passed to the unmarked 
Manchester City winger who 
put it past Hossein Hosseini.

Taremi added his second of 
the game from the spot 12 min-
utes into stoppage time to cut 
the deficit, opting to go down 
the left and sending Jordan 
Pickford the wrong way.

Carlos Quieroz’s Team Mel-
li face Wales on Friday, before 
they take on the United States 
in eight days’ time.
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Supplement 
Sponsored by

thrown down 
the gauntlet 
by thrashing iran

Southgate’s men romped to a 6-2 victory over Iran in their opening 
game, setting the pace for other World Cup favourites

England’s midfielder Jude Bellingham celebrates scoring his team’s first goal with teammate midfielder  
Mason Mount during the FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 Group B match between England and Iran at the Khalifa 
International Stadium in Doha on Monday. (aFP)

Iran’s goalkeeper Alireza Beiran-
vand (bottom) waits to receive 
medical attention after a collision 
at the Khalifa International Sta-
dium in Doha on Monday. (aFP)

England’s forward Bukayo Saka (R) scores during the FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 Group B match against Iran at the Khalifa International Stadium in Doha on Monday. (aFP)

   I can’t describe  
the feeling, it is amazing.  
I am so happy and so
proud. We got the win as 
well so it is a really special 
day. There was a lot of talk 
and speculation about our 
form but we showed 
everyone how much  
quality we have and  
what we can do.

Bukayo Saka

england

England Iran

6 2
Jude Bellingham 35’, Bukaya Saka 43’, 
62’, Raheem Sterling 45+1’, Marcus 
Rashford 71’ Jack Grealish 89’

SCORELINE

Mehdi Taremi 65’, 90+13’ (P)



FIFA
DOHA

The intrepid England pair of 
Jude Bellingham and Bukayo 
Saka carved out their own 
slices of FIFA World Cup 

history in a comprehensive victory 
for Gareth Southgate’s team over 
Iran on Monday.

Midfielder Bellingham head-
ed home England’s opening 
goal on 35 minutes to enter the 
record books as his national 
side’s second youngest World 
Cup scorer, at the age of 19 
years and 145 days.

Saka, the forward 
from Arsenal, needed 
only eight minutes 
to join Bellingham 
among England’s 
three young-
est World Cup 
marksmen. The 
player, aged 21y 
77d, struck a 
bouncing ball 
into the roof of 
the net from 14 
yards to displace 
Dele Alli from 
the metaphori-
cal podium.

Saka add-
ed his second 
and his team’s 
fourth when 
he slotted home 
a tidy finish 17 
minutes after the 
restart, duly seiz-
ing another piece 
of history as the 
youngest player to 
hit a World Cup dou-
ble for England.

Manager Southgate 
selected Borussia Dort-
mund’s Bellingham – 
the third youngest play-
er to start a World Cup 
fixture for England be-
hind Michael Owen (18y 
194d) in 1998 and Luke 
Shaw (18y 347d) at Brazil 
2014 – ahead of the more 
seasoned Jordan Henderson 
and recently-stricken Kalvin 
Phillips. Saka, meanwhile, re-
ceived the nod over Manches-
ter City magician Phil Foden. 
And both men definitively jus-
tified their coach’s faith.

The inclusion of the two 
headline-makers – both 
making World Cup debuts – 
amounted to the only chang-
es Southgate made from his 
team that began the final 
of last year’s UEFA Euro 
against Italy. Kyle Walker of 
Manchester City was not fit 
enough to start against IR 
Iran following a groin issue. 
Phillips is similarly recover-
ing from a shoulder problem.

Owen is the youngest 
player to score for England at 
a World Cup after the striker’s 
goal against Romania at France 
’98 when he was 18y 190d.

Dele, who has 37 England 
caps, was formerly the Three 
Lions’ second youngest World 

C u p 
s c o r e r , 

the at-
t a c k i n g 

m i d fi e l d e r 
striking in the 

Russia 2018 
q u a r t e r - fi n a l 

against Sweden at 
the age of 22y 87d.

Context over the 
scale of Bellingham and 

Saka’s achievements is pro-
vided by the identity of the 

man who previously occupied 
third place on England’s list of 

youngest World Cup scorers. Jim-
my Greaves was 22y 102d on the 

day he scored against Argentina in 
the FIFA World Cup Chile 1962.

Marcus Rashford replaced Saka 
after 71 minutes against IR Iran and 
duly stroked home England’s fifth, 
restoring a four-goal advantage after 
Mehdi Terami’s consolation effort.

Another substitute, Jack Greal-
ish, scored in the final minute of nor-
mal time and Terami completed his 
own double with a penalty deep into 
time added on.

This was only the second inci-
dence of England scoring six in a 

World Cup match, adding to a 6-1 
victory over Panama in Russia four 
years ago.

England’s third goal before 
half-time – scored by Raheem 
Sterling, the only player in 
Southgate’s squad partici-
pating in his third World 

Cup – meant the Three Li-
ons hit an opening game treble 

for the first time since defeating 
France in 1982.

USA are England’s next oppo-
nents on Friday, while Iran contin-
ue their Group B campaign against 
Wales on the same day.

Coach Queiroz criticises Iran supporters after England rout
STATS PERFORM/DPA 

CARLOS Queiroz criticised 
Iran’s supporters after his team 
were thrashed 6-2 by England in 
their World Cup opener, advising 
those who “aren’t ready to sup-
port the team” to “stay home”.

Monday’s Group B game was 
played out in a highly charged 
atmosphere, as Iran’s players 
refused to sing their national 
anthem in an apparent show of 
solidarity with anti-government 
protestors in their country.

At his post-match press con-
ference, Queiroz called for Iran’s 
fans to offer his players their un-
conditional backing, character-
ising sections of their support as 

“teachers” and “moralists”.
But it was unclear which 

section of the supporters he was 
aiming his criticism at.

“Please, the teachers, the 
moralists, let the kids play the 
game. These kids only want to 
play the game,” Queiroz said.

“I hope the players of Eng-
land and Wales and United 
States praise them for having 
the courage to play the game. 
They are here to bring pride and 
happiness to the people.

“You don’t know what the 
kids have been experiencing 
behind the scenes just because 
they want to play football. 
Whatever they [the players] say, 
they [critics] want to kill them.

“I love the game and don’t 
want the players to do some-
thing that isn’t loyal to the game 
that is about the entertainment, 
joy and pride. Everyone knows 
the present circumstances of the 
environment of my players is 
not the best environment. They 
are human beings, they are kids.

“They only have one dream, 
to play for the country, to play 
for the people and I am very 
proud of the way they stand up 
and keep fighting.  I am very 
proud of what they did but of 
course in 2014 and 2018 we had 
full support of the fans. You saw 
what happened today, the fans 
who aren’t ready to support the 
team should stay home.”
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England’s forward #17 Bukayo Saka celebrates scoring his team’s second goal 
during the FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 Group B match against Iran at the Khalifa 
International Stadium in Doha on Monday. (AFP)

Iran’s Portuguese coach Carlos 
Queiroz shouts instructions during 
Iran’s match on Monday. (AFP)

Iran supporters cheer during the FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 Group B 
match between England and Iran at the Khalifa International Stadium 
in Doha on Monday. (AFP)

   It was a really good start 
to the World Cup campaign. Full 
credit to the boys. It’s never easy 
getting off to a winning start at a 
major tournament, and to score 
six goals shows we’re in a really 
good place. There’s still a lot of 
work to do and a long way to 
go. But overall, [it was] really 
pleasing. Congrats to Jude for his 
first England goal, no better place 
to do it. Bukayo [was] on fire with 
two great finishes. Everyone out 
there today did their country 
proud. We move onto the next 
one now. Let’s keep it going for 
the next game.

England captain Harry Kane

Bellingham and Saka
create England World Cup history
Young stars

 
Bellingham 

and Saka follow 
Owen’s lead, have 

become the second 
and third youngest 

goalscorers for 
England in 
World Cup 

history

Thrilling duo conclusively justify selection 
with record-breaking scoring feats

England’s midfield-
er Jude Belling-
ham celebrates 
at the Khalifa 
International  
Stadium in Doha 
on Monday. (AFP)

Young stars Bellingham and Saka create England World Cup history



DPA
DOHA 

MIDFIELDERS Cody Gakpo 
and Davy Klaassen scored late 
goals to give the Netherlands 
a 2-0 victory over Senegal 
in their opening World Cup 
Group A game on Monday.

The two sets of colourful 
fans created a decent atmos-
phere at Al Thumama Stadium 
in Doha, but neither side could 
break the deadlock until Gak-
po’s late run allowed him to 
meet Frenkie de Jong’s cross 

before goalkeeper Edouard 
Mendy on 84 minutes.

The keeper then could only 
palm away a Memphis Depay 
effort deep in stoppage time 
and Klaassen netted.

Ecuador beat hosts Qatar 
with the same 2-0 scoreline in 
the first Group A game, and 
opening match of the tourna-
ment, on Sunday. The next 
games in the group are on Fri-
day when the Dutch meet Ec-
uador and Senegal face Qatar.

“We were not careful 
enough on the ball, I think we 
can do much better,” Gakpo 
told Dutch broadcasters NOS. 
“We were strong though when 

they had posses-
sion. We have to 

analyse things well 
and take the good 

points into the next game.” 
Senegal have more injury 
worries after watching mid-
fielder Cheikhou Kouyate be-
ing stretchered off having al-
ready lost star Sadio Mané for 
the tournament due to a knee 
problem. Abdou Diallo also 
looked to have a knock.

Netherlands coach Louis 
van Gaal handed an interna-
tional debut to goalkeeper 
Andries Noppert in a show of 
faith having refused to say who 
would start in goal in the run-
up. In the end the 28-year-old 
Heerenveen stopper had little 
to do except for one second-
half save.

Captain Virgil van Dijk 
had been due to wear a multi-

coloured One Love captain’s 
armband to support the LGBT 
(lesbian, gay, bisexual and 
transgender) community, 
which recognizes the rainbow 
flag as a symbol.

But like England’s Harry 
Kane earlier in the day, he re-
lented and wore a monotone 
FIFA-approved armband after 
the threat of sporting sanctions 
from the governing body. FIFA 
does not allow political mes-
sages and same sex relation-
ships are illegal in Qatar.

The Netherlands, who fin-
ished third in 2014 in Van 
Gaal’s second of three stints 
in charge, started brightly but 
without creating any really 
clear-cut opportunities in the 
first half.

Daley Blind headed wide 
and De Jong was then guilty 
of trying to walk the ball into 
the net for the three-times run-
ners-up.

African champions Senegal 
also had their moments, espe-
cially in a livelier first half, but 
again the final pass was lacking 
as the 2002 quarter-finalists 
arguably missed the big match 

experience of Bayern Munich’s 
Mané.

Van Dijk headed over in the 
second period as the crowd and 
players lost their energy.

But slightly out the blue, 
Gakpo made the difference 
from De Jong’s clever cross 
from deep.

Then at the end of nine 
minutes of stoppage time due 
to Kouyate’s injury, substitute 
Klaassen struck when Mendy 
could have done better.
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Netherlands’ players celebrate with fans after their 2-0 win over Senegal in Group A of FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 at the Al Thumama Stadium in Doha on Monday. (AFP)

Netherlands’ midfielder Davy Klaassen (L) celebrates scoring past Sen-
egal’s goalkeeper Edouard Mendy during Group A match of FIFA World 
Cup Qatar 2022 at the Al Thumama Stadium in Doha on Monday. (AFP)

Netherlands’ forward Cody Gakpo 
rejoices after scoring the opening 
goal at the Al Thumama Stadium 
in Doha on Monday. (AFP)

Senegal supporters cheer during the of FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 Group A match between Netherlands 
and Senegal at the Al Thumama Stadium in Doha on Monday. (AFP)

NetherlandsSenegal

Cody Gapko 84’, Davy Klaassen 90+9’

SCORELINE

We were not careful enough 
on the ball, I think we can  
do much better.
Cody Gakpo of  
The Netherlands

KLAASSEN GOALS GIVE 
NETHERLANDS 2-0 WIN

OVER SENEGAL

LATE GAKPO &

20



dpa
Doha

Captain Gareth Bale con-
verted a late penalty as Wales 
salvaged a 1-1 draw with the 
United States in their return to 
the World Cup after 64 years.

Former Real Madrid player 
Bale, who is now at US club Los 
angeles FC, fired the spot kick 
into the top right corner in the 
82nd minute of the Group B 
match in al Rayyan after being 
brought down by Walker Zim-
mermann.

Wales were awarded for an 
improved second half perfor-
mance after the US had taken 
a 36th-minute lead from Lille 
winger timothy Weah, the son 
of former World player of the 
Year George Weah who is now 
president of Liberia, off a su-
perb pass from Christian pulisic.

the US, which had missed 
the 2018 tournament, had al-
ready come close early on when 
Wales defender Joe Rodan 
dangerously headed a cross 
right at his goalkeeper Wayne 
Hennessey from point blank 
range and Josh Sargent was 
denied by the outside left post 
seconds later.

Wales, playing in their sec-
ond World Cup after a 1958 de-
but, stepped up their game after 
the break. Ben Davies’ diving 
header in the 64th was tipped 
over the bar by goalkeeper Matt 
turner and Kieffer Moore nod-
ded just high off the ensuing cor-
ner kick - before superstar Bale 
himself stepped up to clinch the 
draw from the spot.

Group B continues on Fri-
day when the US face leaders 
England, who thrashed iran 
6-2 earlier Monday, and Wales 
meet iran.

Bale rescues Wales in 1-1 with US in 
World Cup return after 64 years
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 Wales’ forward Gareth Bale celebrates scoring his team’s equaliseer against USA in their FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 Group B match at the Ahmad Bin Ali Stadium on Monday. (aFP)

Wales’ forward Gareth Bale (L) celebrates with teammates at the Ahmad Bin Ali Stadium on Monday. (aFP)

USA’s forward Timothy Weah celebrates scoring. (aFP)

USA’s players celebrate their opening goal during the Qatar 2022 World Cup 
Group B against Wales at the Ahmad Bin Ali Stadium on Monday. (aFP)

Wales’ midfielder Aaron Ramsey applauds the fans at the Ahmad Bin Ali Stadium on Monday. (aFP)

A USA supporter waves a US flag during FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 
Group B match between USA and Wales at the Ahmad Bin Ali Stadium 
on Monday. (aFP)

USA WALES

Timothy Weah 36’;  Gareth Bale 82’ (P)

SCORELINE

1 1



PAGE 5 | SPortS tuesday, November 22, 2022

Gritty tunisia ready to take Qatar 2022 test
Agencies

Doha

The North Africans do not 
boast household names that 
your average football fan would 
be familiar with. Instead, Tuni-
sia relies on intangibles to com-
pensate for a supposed lack of 
talent on paper.

“Grinta” (Italian for grit) 
has become the national team’s 
ethos and it perfectly encap-
sulates the underdog spirit the 
Tunisians embody on the pitch.

historically, they have em-
ployed those intangibles to 
trigger trailblazing accomplish-
ments at the World Cup. For 
instance, Tunisia made history 
in 1978 by defeating Mexico 3-1 
in the first match of the group 
stages, becoming the first Af-
rican or Arab country to win a 
match at a World Cup.

Unfortunately, subsequent 
appearances at the tournament 
failed to live up to those stand-
ards that Tarek Dhiab’s golden 
generation set in Argentina. In 
fact, of the five African repre-
sentatives in Qatar, Tunisia are 
the only ones that have never 
managed to get past the group 
stages.

Supporters of the Carthage 
eagles, who will be numerous 
in Qatar, understand that they 
are, once again, not favoured to 
qualify for the knockout stages. 

Notwithstanding, coach Jalel 
Kadri’s men will not curb their 
ambition and they will be a 
tough challenge for Denmark, 
Austria and France in Group D.

Dating back to 2019, Tu-
nisia has conceded about half 
a goal per game over a span 
of more than 50 matches. The 
team’s strengths are in their 
disciplined midfield. Aïssa Laï-
douni and ellyes Skhiri anchor 
the middle of the pitch in hold-
ing roles and are more than 
capable of cleanly distributing 
possession to more capable at-
tacking players.

Wahbi Khazri, Naim Sli-
ti and Youssef Msakni 
compose an excel-
lent attacking 
front line with 
boatloads of 
experience.

After an il-
lustrious club 
career back 
home with es-
perance de Tu-
nis, he bucked all 
expectations by re-
fusing a move to europe in 
2013, and preferring to instead 
make the Qatar Stars League 

his home.
In the decade since 
his transfer, the Tu-

nisian maestro 
has gone on to 
become one of 
the best play-
ers to ever 
grace the pitch 
in Qatar. Prior 

to the World 
Cup in 2018, 

Msakni suffered a 
debilitating knee in-

jury that ruled him out of the 
competition. Four years later, 
his career trajectory has come 

full circle and “the ferret”, as 
he is known in Tunisia, seems 
ready to put a bow on his career 
by finally helping his nation to 
the knockout stages.

Msakni, in particular, will 
feel that Qatar 2022 could be the 
crowning moment of his career.

Yet, if Tunisia’s midfield is 
a clear strength, there are clear 
question marks regarding the 
team’s goalkeeping. Aymen 
Dahmen, the 25-year-old CS 
Sfaxien netminder, has done 
an OK job throughout this 
calendar year, but Tunisian 
goalkeepers have been notori-
ous for producing embarrass-
ing mistakes in recent major 
tournaments, and Dahmen’s 
inexperience on this stage may 
unnerve supporters.

Tunisia also lack an out-
and-out target man. Khazri has 

deputised as a striker over the 
last three years, but the former 
Sunderland winger does not 
have the size to challenge cen-
tre-halves in the air.

The final and most prob-
lematic uncertainty with regard 
to the Tunisian national team is 
coach Kadri, who will be one of 
two coaches in Qatar that have 
never played a kick of senior 
football in the first division in 
any country (Canada’s John 
herdman is the other).

Kadri is seen as a limited 
manager that will accommo-
date the experienced players 
in his squad, take instruction 
from higher-ups in the federa-
tion, and ultimately fail to im-
plement the kind of game plans 
Tunisia would need to upset 
the european heavyweights in 
their group. (Aljazeera.com)
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ChrISTIAN eriksen’s love for football 
brings joy to Kasper hjulmand, who 
believes Denmark must set out to win 
the World Cup.

eriksen suffered a cardiac arrest 
during Denmark’s first game of euro 
2020 against Finland in Copenhagen 
last year.

Denmark’s players shielded their 
team-mate from the eyes of the crowd 
and cameras as eriksen received emer-
gency medical treatment.

The midfielder made an incredible 
recovery and six months later returned 
to action when he signed for Brentford, 
having been unable to play for Inter af-
ter having a cardioverter defibrillator 
device fitted.

eriksen was superb for the Bees 
and earned a move to Manchester 

United, where he has made a strong 
start to the season and is back to spear-
head Denmark’s bid to go deep into the 
World Cup.

“Before the euros, before every-
thing happened with Christian I said 
he was the heart and heartbeat of the 
team,” hjulmand said in a press con-
ference.

“When he plays he has a fantastic 
way of taking the rhythm of the game, 
feeling and controlling the game with 
his passing, intelligence, his vision and 
also his work ethic.

“It’s great to have Christian back. 
he’s a fantastic player but an even bet-
ter person and on and off the pitch he 
gives us so much.

Denmark went on to reach the 
semi-finals of the european Champi-
onship without eriksen, losing to eng-
land.

They face Tunisia in their open-

ing match on Tuesday, with France 
and Australia their other opponents in 
Group D.

Asked by Stats Perform what tar-
gets Denmark had set for the tour-
nament, hjulmand replied: “I’m not 
very good at goal-setting like that. Our 
dream is to win something.

“So when you go into a tournament 
I think this group of players has the 
quality to win, and I mean win every-
thing.

“Are we the favourites? No. I think 
still we have something to improve in 
our squad, our game, but we can beat 
everyone on the day.

“We have a very strong self-con-
fidence, a very good group of players 
working well together and the best way 
of winning is to dream big and actually 
say that we go into a tournament to win 
it and then focus what’s right in front  
of you.”

Denmark’s midfielder Christian Eriksen (centre) and 
teammates take part in a training session at the  

Al Sailiya SC Training Site in Doha on Monday, on the 
eve of their FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 Group D match 

against Tunisia. (aFP)

 Denmark qualified for the World Cup by winning 

nine of 10 matches and conceding only three goals

  Tunisia have failed to reach the knock out stage in 

their five previous World Cup appearances

  In their five World Cup appearances, the Danes 

were knocked out at the group stage only once. Their 

best result was a quarter-final appearance at the 1998 

World Cup in France

 Tunisia have won only two of 15 matches at the 

World Cup

 Denmark held 2018 World Cup champions France 

to a 0-0 draw in the group stage of that tournament

Previous meetings 

 The teams have never previously met at the World 

Cup. Their last match was in 2002, when Denmark de-

feated Tunisia 2-1 in a friendly

GROUP D: Denmark vs Tunisia (4PM), Education City Stadium

EriksEn’s 
‘lovE for thE gamE’  
inspiring 

as Denmark dream big
Key Stats

Tunisia’s players take part in a training session at Al Egla facility in Doha on Monday, on the eve of their FIFA 
World Cup Qatar 2022 Group D match against Denmark. (aFP)

Tunisia’s midfielder Hannibal Mejbri  during training session at Al Egla 
facility in Doha on Monday, on the eve of their FIFA World Cup Qatar 
2022 Group D match against Denmark. (aFP)

The North Africans 
are hoping to progress 

beyond the first round of 
the World Cup for  

the first time in their 
history
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Poland goalkeeper 
Wojciech Szczesny 
believes Robert le-
wandowski is ready to 

inspire his country at a World 
Cup which may be the last for 
many of the team.

They open their Group C 
campaign against Mexico on 
Tuesday. Poland twice finished 
third in 1974 and 1982 but have 
not got out of the group stage 
in their last three World Cups.

The Qatar tournament is 
“definitely very important for 
the world footballer of the year. 
I see him very motivated,” Szc-
zesny said on Monday.

“nobody has any doubt that 
he is one of the best players in 
the world. He would like to un-
derline his ambitions here.” 

Szczesny, 32, thinks this 
will be his last World Cup and it 
is also likely to be lewandows-
ki’s last hurrah on the world 
stage at the age of 34. He wants 
a strong start from Poland. 

“This is my last World Cup, 
maybe for others as well. It 
would be nice to have a success 
to remember.” Coach Czeslaw 
Michniewicz must also face 
Saudi arabia and argentina in 
the group.

“They are all strong oppo-
nents, everyone wants to pro-
gress,” he said.

“Sixteen teams have to go 
home. We don’t want to be one 
of the 16 teams that have to go 
home. We want to stay.”

lewandowski remains one 
of world football’s elite marks-
men after scoring 18 goals in all 
competitions this season - only 
Erling Haaland (23) and Kylian 
Mbappe (19) have more in Eu-
rope’s top five leagues.

The Barcelona forward 
is also Poland’s all-time top 
scorer with 76 strikes in 134 
appearances, though he is yet 
to find the net at a World Cup.

Poland failed to qualify in 
2010 and 2014 before scoring 

just two goals at Russia 2018 
amid a group-stage exit - and 
lewandowski is out to right the 
wrongs of previous disappoint-
ment.

“I think about the last World 
Cup for sure,” the 34-year-old 
told BBC Radio 5 live.

“To score at a World Cup 
would be a huge dream and 
I’m going to do everything 
for this dream. I hope in this 
World Cup it will happen.” The 
striker contributed to 13 goals 
in Poland’s World Cup quali-
fication campaign (nine goals, 
four assists) - more than twice 
as many as any of his interna-
tional team-mates.

Poland will hope to cast 
aside their poor record in Mon-
day’s opener against Mexico, 
having only started one of their 
eight previous World Cup cam-
paigns with a win (d3 
l4), beating argen-
tina 3-2 in 1974.

a meeting be-
tween two famil-
iar foes will follow 
in Group C on novem-
ber 30 as lewandowski faces 
Blaugrana legend lionel Messi 
with argentina.

“I will be happy to have this 
opportunity to play against ar-
gentina and Messi - he changed 
football forever,” the former 

Bayern Munich forward added.
“I am glad for everything I 

have achieved and these mem-
ories for the World Cup, so now 
is the time to enjoy.”

Mexico veteran Ochoa hopes to 
take young team far in Qatar

dpa 
Doha

VETERan goalkeeper Guillermo 
ochoa wants to use his experience 

to lead a young Mexican team 
as far as possible at 
the World Cup.

“ W e 
have a lot of 

young players with 
us who have no World 

Cup experience. Part of my 
job here is to exude calmness 

every day. at your first World Cup 
you are nervous and excited,” the 

37-year-old told reporters on Mon-
day.

“I have to help my team-mates 
find their emotional balance.” Mexico 

begin their campaign in Qatar against 
Poland on Tuesday and boast a team in-

cluding many 2021 olympic bronze med-
allists. ochoa said he felt “honoured and 
privileged” to be playing his fifth World 
Cup. “It’s not easy to make it. There are 
great players who have never had the 
chance to play in a single World Cup.” In 

each of their past seven World Cup appear-
ances, Mexico have been eliminated in the 
round of 16. But coach Gerardo Martino is 
concentrating fully on the Poland clash.

“The first game can decide the rest of 
the tournament,” he said.

Mexico must also take on argentina 
and Saudi arabia in Group C.

Mexico’s goalkeeper Guillermo Ochoa addresses a press conference at the Qatar National  
Convention Center (QNCC) in Doha, on Monday. (afp)
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Poland’s forward Robert Lewandowski takes part in a training session at the Al Kharaitiyat SC Training Site 
on Monday, on the eve of their FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 match against Mexico. (afp)

Poland’s goalkeeper Wojciech Szczesny gives a press conference at the 
Qatar National Convention Center (QNCC) in Doha on Monday. (afp)

SzczeSny
SeeS a motivated 
LewandowSki

PoLand’S

Mexico-Poland
 Mexico missed out 

on the top spot in the 
CoNCaCaf World Cup 
qualifiers to Canada only 
by goal difference.

 Mexico are 
competing at their 
17th World Cup and 
their eighth in a row, 

but they have been 

eliminated in the last-16 at every 
edition since 1994.
 poland are competing at 

their ninth World Cup and are look-
ing to improve on their 2018 run 
when they finished bottom of their 
group.
 polish striker Robert Lewan-

dowski scored nine goals in the 
World Cup qualifiers and he has 
been in fine form for his new club 

Barcelona this season, netting 18 
times in 19 games in all competi-
tions.

Previous meetings:
 Mexico and poland have 

played each other nine times, with 
both teams winning three games 
each and three ending in draws.
 poland have not beaten 

Mexico since 1978, the only time 
the teams met at a World Cup.

   To score at a World 
Cup would be a huge dream 
and I’m going to do 
everything for this dream. I 
hope in this World Cup it will 
happen

Lewandowski

Group C: MexiCo vs poland (7pM) stadiuM 974

Key stats
 Mexico 
missed out 
on top spot in 
the CoNCaCaf 
World Cup quali-
fiers to Canada only 
by goal difference
 Mexico are compet-
ing at their 17th World 
Cup and their eighth in 
a row, but they have been 
eliminated in the last-16 at 
every edition since 1994
 poland are competing at their 
ninth World Cup and are looking 
to improve on their 2018 run when 
they finished bottom of their group 
 polish striker Robert Lewandowski 
scored nine goals in the World Cup 
qualifiers and he has been in fine 
form for his new club Barcelona this 
season, netting 18 times in 19 games 
in all competitions 

Previous meetings 
 Mexico and poland have played 
each other nine times, with both 
teams winning three games each and 
three ending in draws.
 poland have not beaten Mexico 
since 1978, the only time the teams 
met at a World Cup.
 The last time they played each 
other was in November 2017 when 
Raul Jimenez scored in a 1-0 win 
for Mexico

Mexico’s forward 
Rogelio Funes Mori 
(left) and defender 
Nestor Araujo (right) 
take part in a train-
ing session at Khor 
SC Training Site in 
Al Khor on Monday. 
(afp)
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CoaCh Graham arnold has 
refused to mention the names 
of France’s star players, includ-
ing Kylian Mbappe, ahead of 
australia’s clash against the 
World Cup holders.

The Socceroos meet Les 
Bleus for the second succes-
sive finals, with Paul Pogba’s 
deflected late strike sealing a 
narrow 2-1 win for Didier De-
schamps’ side in Russia four 
years ago.

australia head into their 
Group D opener having failed 
to register a clean sheet in 10 
previous World Cup matches 
against European nations, 
with their only clean sheet at 
the finals against any opposi-
tion coming in a goalless draw 
against Chile in 1974.

But arnold, who was the 
Socceroos’ assistant to Pim 
Verbeek at the 2010 tourna-
ment in South africa, has tried 

to ease the pressure on his 
players.

“It’s not being disrespectful 
at all, but I’ve hardly mentioned 
the word France,” he said. “and 
I’ve hardly mentioned any of 
the players’ names because the 
players know who they are.

“It’s one against one, it’s 10 
blue shirts against 10 yellow 
shirts, and it’s a fight. That’s 
what it is.” 

Mat Ryan, who is set to be-
come the first australia goal-
keeper to appear at three World 
Cups, was between the sticks 
for that 2-1 defeat in 2018.

But despite the reverse, the 
Socceroos captain believes the 
experience will serve his side 
well four years later.

“[We] felt like we almost 
got a great result there against 
France, and we felt were quite 
unlucky,” he reflected.

“Something that I learned 
that day, you’ve got to have the 
right amount of respect for the 
opposition, but don’t be in awe 
of them or be overwhelmed too 
much.

“We’re playing some very 
good players in a good team, 
but we’re all human out there, 
and we’ve got a real good 
chance to win.”
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Australia coach Arnold won’t mention Mbappe and 
others ahead of his team’s clash with Les Bleus

Australia’s coach Graham Arnold 
gives a press conference at the 
Qatar National Convention Center 
(QNCC) in Doha on Monday, on the 
eve of their FIFA World Cup Qatar 
2022 match against France. (AFP)
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DIDIER Deschamps has asked 
for “more understanding” as 
France adjust to their latest in-
juries, but Les Bleus intend to 
go “full steam ahead” with the 
same objectives as before.

France were already with-
out Paul Pogba and N’Golo 
Kante for the World Cup and 
lost Christopher Nkunku and 
Karim Benzema on the eve of 
the tournament.

Deschamps’ defending 
world champions head into 
their opener against australia 
on Tuesday with uncertainty 
around much of their line-up, 
although the coach has “no 
worries at all” about Eduardo 
Camavinga’s fitness and con-
firmed Raphael Varane is fit to 
start.

asked on Monday if France 
would have to reconsider their 
approach to the finals, Des-
champs disagreed, although he 
asked the assembled media for 
their support.

“It is full steam ahead with 
the team we have available to 
us,” he said. “Less ambition 
and less desire to do everything 
to get to the end? I don’t think 
so. But if we could have more 
understanding from the media, 
if you could cut us a little more 
slack, that would be great.

“But we know what is asked 
of us. We are not counting 
our chickens before they are 
hatched, we know our three op-
ponents ahead of us.

“We know australia very 
well, but you haven’t asked 
me anything about australia. 
That’s perfect.” Despite their 
difficulties, Deschamps says 
France have “no apprehension” 
and “no anxiety,” even with the 
past three World Cup holders 
exiting in the first round.

“This is based on statistics, 
probability, facts, but I think 
each team has undergone their 
own journey to get where they 

are today,” he said.
“It is up to us to have a 

squad that is aware of the ob-
jective of the first game. We’re 
not going to think about what 
could have been.

“What is important is to 
focus on the first game against 
australia.

Everything before is on the 
sideline now.

“There is analysis that can 
be made, do with them what 
you will, but we will be ready 
for tomorrow.” In the absence 
of Benzema, Kylian Mbappe is 
set to have an even more prom-
inent role, having starred in 
France’s Russia 2018 success.

“[Mbappe] played an im-
portant role four years ago on 
the pitch,” Deschamps said. 
“he was very mature at the time 

and is even more mature now 
because of what’s gone on over 
the course of the past four years. 
There’s been more global recog-
nition, more responsibility. 

“obviously he has what 
it takes to stand out from the 
crowd, to score; his aura is sec-
ond to none. This was the case 
four years ago, it still is the case 
now.” according to captain hugo 
Lloris, Mbappe is “involved, re-
laxed, concentrated, focused.” 

Lloris was also asked about 
the oneLove captain’s arm-
band - a campaign that pro-
motes “inclusion and sends a 
message against discrimination 
of any kind.” The France skip-
per had already confirmed he 
would not be wearing the arm-
band, and it emerged shortly 
after his news conference other 
countries were backing out of 
the campaign following the 
threat of FIFa sanctions.

“FIFa is organizing this 
competition,” Lloris said. “It is 
therefore up to FIFa to put into 
place a regulatory framework.

“as players, we’re here to 
play football and represent 
our teams to the best we can 
on a sporting front. I would 
prefer to stay in my box. I am a 
player and a competitor of this 
competition.”

France’s coach Didier Deschamps gives a press conference at the Qatar 
National Convention Center (QNCC) in Doha on Monday, on the eve of 
their FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 match against Australia. (aFP)

Australia’s teammates take part in a training session at the Aspire Zone Training site in Doha on Monday, on 
the eve of their FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 match against France. (aFP)

France’s forward Marcus Thuram (C-R) jokes with France’s forward Kylian Mbappe (C-L) during a training 
session at the Jassim Bin Hamad Stadium in Doha on on Monday, on the eve of their FIFA World Cup Qatar 
2022 match against Australia. (aFP)

   It is full steam 
ahead with the team we 
have available to us. Less 
ambition and less desire to 
do everything to get to the 
end? I don’t think so.

France coach  
Didier Deschamps

despite Benzema injury Blow: deschamps

full steam 
ahead

FrAncE

Group A: Senegal vs Netherlands (7pm) Al Thumama Stadium

Key Stats
 The last meeting encounter the two teams 

was also in their opening game of the last World 
Cup in Russia. France won 2-1.
 France have only won of their last six match-

es, losing three.
 France have won the World Cup twice, in 

1998 and 2018, from 16 participations. Their 
1998 title was followed by a first-round exit in 
2002 - a first since the 1978 edition.
 Didier Deschamps’s team are without two 

of their top midfielders, with Paul Pogba and Ngolo 
Kante having been ruled out injured.
 australia are playing at a sixth edition of the 

World Cup finals and a fifth in a row. Their best 

finish was their only visit to the round of 16 at the 
2006 World Cup, when they lost to Italy.
 The Socceroos qualified for Qatar in an 

inter-continental playoff against Peru decided by a 
penalty shootout in Doha in June.
 australia’s last World Cup finals victory 

came in South africa in 2010, when they beat 
Serbia 2-1 in Nelspruit with goals from Tim Cahill 
and Brett holman. 
Previous meetings:
 The teams have met once at the World 

Cup, when France won 2-1 courtesy of a late aziz 
Behich own goal in the opening game of the group 
phase in Kazan four years ago
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Playing against Korea’s Son does not worry me: Uruguay’s Rochet

Agencies

UrUgUay goalkeeper Sergio 
rochet insists he has no fear 
about facing Korea republic’s 
masked warrior Son Heung-
min at the World Cup.

rochet is set to come face 
to face with the Tottenham 
striker when Uruguay begin 
their Qatar 2022 campaign on 
Thursday.

Son was the joint golden 
Boot winner in the English 

Premier League last season, 
matching Mohamed Salah’s 
haul of 23 goals.

a fractured eye socket inju-
ry came as a jolt to 30-year-old 
Son ahead of the World Cup, 
but he was fit enough to be se-
lected by coach Paulo Bento.

Now, Son is set to lead the 
Korean attack, almost certain-

ly in the face mask he has been 
wearing in training, with his 
world-class ability set to pose a 
threat to Uruguay’s rearguard.

rochet said: “you are pre-
pared for everything, not only 
for Son. We know that the best 
players are in the national 
teams. 

“He has shown that he is at 

a very high level and one has 
been looking at him for a long 
time, studying him, respecting 
him, but trusting in what one 
does.

“One thinks that he is go-
ing to play. He does not worry 
me anymore. If he is not there, 
another one will enter in his 
place and he will be good, too.”

Uruguay must also face 
Portugal and ghana in group 
H, with rochet facing a chal-
lenge of keeping out the likes 
of Cristiano ronaldo and Inaki 
Williams.

Much has been made of 
Uruguay’s attacking strengths, 
with the likes of Darwin Nunez 
and veterans Luis Suarez and 
Edinson Cavani in their ranks.

rochet, however, says the 
defence is also of a high cali-
bre as the two-time champions 
plot a deep run, saying: “We 
are all at a very good level, and 
whoever has to play will do so 
in the best way.”

Uruguay play Korea re-
public on 24 November.

Uruguay’s goalkeeper Sergio Rochet gives a press conference at  
Al Erssal Training Site in Doha. (AFP)

Ronaldo feels 
‘bulletpRoof’

Uruguay’s goalkeeper Sergio Rochet takes part in a training session at 
the Al Erssal training centre in Doha. (AFP)

STATS Perform/dPA
Berlin

Cristiano ronaldo is moti-
vated by the millions of people 
who look up to him ahead of the 
World Cup, as he dismissed criti-
cism of his inflammatory inter-
view with Piers Morgan.

the conversation with Mor-
gan, broadcast on talktV, aired 
in full last week, with ronaldo 
seemingly doing his utmost to 
bring his second spell at Man-
chester United to an end.

among a wide range of topics, 
ronaldo discussed how he felt 
“betrayed” by the club and how 
he did not respect manager Erik 
ten Hag - he even aimed a swipe 
at former team-mate Wayne 
rooney.

ronaldo is seemingly head-
ing for a January exit, though for 
now his focus is on leading Por-
tugal in Qatar. their campaign in 
the gulf nation starts on thurs-
day against Ghana.

in a press conference at Por-
tugal’s training base on Monday, 
ronaldo said: “there are mil-
lions of people who like me. that 
is what motivates me. there is no 
money to pay for that. the joy of 
the children.

“i don’t have to worry what 

others think. i talk when i want 
to.

staff, players, everyone 
knows me, they know what i 
think, they’ve known me since i 
was 11, they won’t be influenced 
by what [the critics] say.” ron-
aldo, who is sure his interview 
will not derail Portugal’s chances 
of success, also hit out at the me-
dia for asking his national team-
mates to discuss his situation, 
after ruben neves’ press confer-
ence on sunday was dominated 
by the topic.

“Please, don’t ask players 
about me. ask about the World 
Cup, i’m bulletproof, i have an 
armoured mind,” he said.

“i have no doubt that this re-
cent episode, that interview, and 
other episodes with other play-
ers that happen sometimes, can 
sometimes shake the player but 
won’t shake the team.

ronaldo also explained that 
frosty exchanges with Bruno Fer-
nandes and Joao Cancelo were 
simply jokes.

“i made a joke with Bruno, 
with whom i have an excellent 
relationship,” ronaldo added.

“His flight was delayed and i 
asked if he had come by boat. it 
was a joke, as it was with Joao 
Cancelo.” 

Uruguay goalkeeper 
Sergio Rochet says he 
does not fear playing 
against Korea 
Republic’s Son as they 
look to progress from 
a difficult group

Five iconic players who made FIFA World Cup their own
Agencies

FrOM Pele to Miroslav Klose, 
here are five players who domi-
nated World Cups and stood 
out from the rest.

Pele (Brazil)
Edson arantes do Nasci-

mento, popularly known as 
Pele, is among the most deco-
rated players in the history of 
football. He made his football 
debut for Santos FC in 1956 
when he was 15 against Corin-
thians.

The ‘Black Pearl’, since 
making the debut for his na-
tional side Brazil in 1957, has 
featured in four FIFa World 
Cups, winning three of them. 
In the 14 matches that he 
played for Brazil at the World 
Cup, Pele netted 12 goals, 
which puts him fifth in the list 
of top goalscorers in the quad-

rennial tournament’s history.
Sixteen-year old Pele 

caught the eye of everyone 
right from his maiden World 
Cup run (1958), where he 
scored a hat-trick in the semi-
final before netting a brace in 
the final to help Brazil lift the 
World Cup. By the end of his 
career, Pelé had won three 
FIFa World Cups with the Se-
lecao, the most by any player.

Diego Maradona (Argen-
tina)

Famous for his World Cup 
exploits and the ‘hand of god’ 
incident, Diego Maradona is 
almost synonymous with foot-
ball. In his time with the ar-
gentine national team, Mara-
dona participated in the 1982, 
1986, 1990, and 1994 World 
Cups and eventually went on 
to score eight goals while pro-
viding seven assists.

Maradona had his fair 
share of misadventures but 
the goal against England in the 
1986 WC quarterfinal was the 
most controversial of all and 
gave birth to the ‘hand of god’ 
phenomenon. Maradona went 

on to score two goals against 
England, including one with 
his hand, which the referee 
thought was a headed goal and 
argentina won the match 2-1 
and eventually the World Cup 
that year.

Paolo Rossi (Italy)
Former Juventus and Mi-

lan player Paolo rossi is re-
garded as one of the best for-
wards of all time. The Italian 
was fondly known for his he-
roics in his national side’s title 
winning run in 1982 in which 
he scored six goals, clinching 
the golden boot,  but his jour-
ney there was nothing short of 
a fairytale.

In 1980, the striker was 
banned from football for his 
involvement in betting but 
his sentence was cut short to 
two seasons before Juventus 
signed him in 1982 and he was 
eventually drafted in Italy’s 
‘82 WC squad.

Roberto Baggio (Italy)
although he is one of the 

most prominent goalscorers 
for Italy, Baggio’s name will 
often be associated with the 

1994 World Cup final where he 
missed the decisive penalty in 
the shootouts against Brazil. 
He scored 27 goals in 56 ap-
pearances for Italy from 1988 
to 2004 and is also the only 
Italian to score in three differ-
ent World Cups. Baggio played 
his final international match in 
april 2004 in a friendly match 
against Spain. 

Miroslav Klose (Germany)
Having participated in four 

FIFa World Cup editions, Mi-
roslav Klose can safely be called 
a World Cup juggernaut. Nick-
named ‘ Salto(somersault)-
Klose’, he has played 24 World 
Cup matches and is second on 
the list of players with most 
WC appearances, just behind 
germany’s Lothar Matthaus.

Klose has scored 71 goals 
in 137 games and is germany’s 
all-time leading scorer. 

Nicknamed ‘Salto (somersault) Klose,’ Miroslav Klose has played 25 
World Cup matches for Germany. 

Canada hurting 
ahead of WC 

opener against 
No. 2 belgium

Agencies

CaNaDa coach John Herdman 
had a bleak medical update Sat-
urday with goalkeeper Milan 
Borjan and midfielder Stephen 
Eustaquio joining star alphon-
so Davies as question marks for 
the World Cup opener against 
No. 2 Belgium.

Davies arrived in Qatar on 
Friday evening after receiv-
ing treatment back at Bayern 
Munich for a hamstring strain 
suffered Nov. 6 in a Bundesliga 
game at Hertha Berlin. While 
Bayern said Davies’ participa-
tion in Qatar was “not at risk,” 
he has not played since.

“My mission is to make 
sure he plays at this World Cup, 
it’s a childhood dream for him,” 
said Herdman. “and not to put 
him in a position where he’s 
unsafe.”

“But I have to say Belgium’s 
another level, we haven’t faced 
a team of that level since we 
played against Brazil [a 3-2 
loss in 2008]. So you need 
players like alphonso, whether 
that’s starting, [coming] off the 
bench,” he added. “So we’re do-
ing everything we can.”

Herdman said Eustaquio, 
perhaps Canada’s most influ-
ential midfielder, is “day by 
day” dealing with soreness 
from a muscle issue suffered in 
training earlier this week.

“It’s another calculation. 
It’s an algorithm we’re trying to 
process now of is he hitting his 
markers?” said Herdman. “It 
really is mathematics — of what 
he can tolerate now through 
these next three training days 
to show that he’s ready to start.
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the 2022 World Cup celebrations are not contained within 
just Qatar. From Iran to us, the cheer refuses to die down

Celebrations
know no bounds

Iranian fans watch the Qatar 2022 World Cup Group 
B football match between England and Iran, on a gi-
ant screen at Tehran book garden in Iran’s capital on 
Monday. (AFP)

Wales fans at the 4TheFans Fan Park react during a 
screening of the FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 Group 
B soccer match between USA and Wales.  
(PA Wire/dPA)

Lusail Towers are lit up in 
green in support of the 
Saudi national team on 
Monday evening, ahead 
of their World Cup opener 
against Argentina at the 
Lusail Stadium on Tuesday.

Spain fans 
in Qatar on 
Monday

Iranian fans watch the 
Qatar 2022 World Cup 
Group B football match 
between England and 
Iran, on a giant screen 
at Tehran book garden 
in Iran’s capital on 
Monday. (AFP)

Soccer fans carry posters of 
Argentina team players to  
celebrate the Qatar 2022 FIFA 
World Cup football tournament, 
along a street in Kolkata on  
Monday. (AFP)
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ExcitEmEnt 
in all huEs
Day two of the FIFA World Cup Qatar 
2022 had three matches — England vs 
Iran, Senegal vs Netherlands, and USA 
vs Wales. Fans of each team made their 
mark in the stadiums and on the streets 
as the Arab world’s first ever World Cup 
offered the spectators an enjoyable expe-
rience. Jubilation, heartbreak and conso-
lation soon followed as England drubbed 
Iran 6-2, Netherlands beat Senegal 2-0 
and Wales drew with US 1-1. 



Sweating it out: green falconS train hard to avoid 2018 opener fiaSco
Saudi Arabia will take on Argentina in their World 
Cup opener at the Lusail Stadium on Tuesday 
in what would be a tough match. Saudi Arabia 
held the honour of opening the 2018 World Cup 
against hosts Russia, but the 5-0 defeat was a 
forgettable affair for the Green Falcons, who will 
be striving to prevent a repeat. On Monday,  
Saudi Arabia conducted a training session at  
the Sealine Training Site in Sealine.
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Saudi Arabia’s goalkeeper Mohammed Al Owais catches the ball as 
goalkeepers take part in a training session at the Sealine Training 
Site in Sealine, south of Doha, on Monday. (pics: AFp)

Saudi Arabia’s midfielder Nawaf Al Abed takes part in the training session.

Goalkeeper Mohammed Al Owais (C) and Nawaf Al Aqidi (2nd R)  in 
action.

Khalid Tawalbeh
DohA

The head coach of the Saudi 
national football team, herve 
Renard, said his players were 
all excited ahead of their first 
match of the FIFA World Cup 
Qatar 2022 against Argentina 
on Tuesday.

The Frenchman said they 
were aware of the challenges in 
the tournament but the players 
had the belief and the determi-
nation to overcome them.

Renard told a press confer-
ence that the Saudi national 
team had not come to Qatar 
for a picnic, but had come with 
the aim of making their coun-
trymen proud of their national 
team and express their love for 
hosts Qatar.

“The players are very enthu-
siastic about making a great 
beginning against Argentina in 
their confrontation tomorrow,” 
he said.

“The Argentine national 
team is a contender to win the 
tournament. They are definitely 
a strong team, but participating 
in the World Cup means you 
have to always face the strong-
est teams,” Renard said.

he said that the Saudi side 
had put in a great effort for a 
long time to make their pres-
ence felt in World Cup Qatar 
2022.

“We have a lot of players who 
have already participated in the 
2018 World Cup and we have 
no problem with goalkeeping, 
we have a high fighting spirit. 
Salman Al Faraj is ready and 
training normally,”he added.

“Messi is a football legend, he 
is the best passer in the French 
league and his level is special, 

but we must also focus on the 
rest of the players,” he said.

For his part, Saudi player 
Abdulelah al Maliki reiterated 
that his teammates are enthusi-
astic about taking on the Argen-
tinians and give an honourable 
fight.  

The team’s preparations 
were a result of a thought-
ful program developed by the 
technical staff. “I hope to play 
a good match, we have no ex-
cuses, we are getting used to 
the weather in Qatar, and we 
are ready to play at any time, 
noon or night.”

“We want to play Argentina 
now, given the enthusiasm and 
the collective spirit of our na-
tional team players,” he said.

“Argentina are one of the 
best teams in the world in the 
last two years, but the Saudi 
team have great public support, 
and this gives the Greens the 
opportunity to perform hon-
ourably,” Al Maliki said. “We 
hope to play at such a level that 
will delight the fans.”

‘No picNic’: 
Saudi ExudE  
coNfidENcE
Coach renard says 
the team will make 
its presence felt

Saudi Arabia’s 
defender Sultan Al 
Ghanam trains to 
control the ball.

The Argentine national 
team is a contender to 
win the tournament. They 
are definitely a strong 
team, but participating in 
the World Cup means you 
have to always face the 
strongest teams.
— Coach Herve Renard

Saudi Arabia’s French coach 
Herve Renard (L) looks on  
as forward Saleh Al Shehri 
(R) takes part in a training  
session at the Sealine  
Training Site in Sealine,  
on Monday, on the eve of the 
FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 
Group C match against 
Argentina. (AFp)
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A
RGENTINA need no in-
troduction. This is the last 
World Cup for Lionel Messi. 
Lifting the Copa America, 
his first major prize with his 

country, has also lifted some of the pres-
sure on one of the best players the world 
has ever seen. 

The World Cup is the one major trophy 
the Argentinian has never had his hands on. 
But La Albiceleste is on a 36-match unbeaten 
run. They will face Saudi Arabia the second-
lowest-ranked team in the tournament in 
their opening World Cup fixture.

It seems like an ideal chance for Messi to 
push his international goals tally toward a cen-
tury — he currently has 91 — in what’s surely a 
forlorn attempt to catch the leading men’s mark 
of 117, owned by great rival Cristiano Ronaldo.

How Argentina coach Lionel Scaloni treats 
Messi for this game, in particular, being staged 
in the 80,000-seat Lusail Iconic Stadium, might 
be instructive given the captain’s fitness has been 

managed heading into the 
World Cup.

Messi trained 
individually on 

Friday and 
S a t u r -

d a y 

because of 
what the Argentina 

soccer federation described as “mus-
cle overload.” That raises doubts over whether 
Messi will play the full 90 minutes against Saudi 
Arabia.

Not that he should be needed that long.
The Saudis might have come through Asian 

qualifying relatively comfortably, but they tend 
to struggle on soccer’s highest stage, reaching the 
last 16 only once in their five appearances at the 

World Cup.
They started the 2018 tournament 
with a 5-0 loss to Russia, the host na-

tion.
Though he might lack the 

pace and stamina he once 
had, Messi has modified 
his game and remains a 
matchwinner thanks in 
great part to his ageless 
left foot. Scaloni has 
come up with a system 
that frees him of all re-
sponsibility bar the need 

to create, a role he fulfils 
as his side’s main provider 

and most decisive player.
With Angel Di Maria on 

the other side of attack, there 
is real trickery and movement 

for the Saudi defense to handle, 
and an impressive mix of 

youth and experience. 
There are no real 

concerns among 
the South 

Americans and 
they feel like 

a real team. In 
this aspect at 

least, Saudi Ara-
bia can more than 

match the two-
time winners.

A r g e n t i n i a n 

hopes will be higher than they have been for 
many a year when they run out at the FIFA 
World Cup Qatar 2022.

Seven years after coming up just short at 
Brazil 2014, the legendary Messi gained a signifi-
cant measure of consolation by winning the Copa 
America. La Pulga (‘The Flea’) will now go in 
search of the biggest title of them all as the icon 
of a rejuvenated side and still one of the best 
players in the world, despite the passage of time 
and the fact he is now midway through his 30s.

Four years ago, following their last-16 elim-
ination at the hands of France at Russia 2018, 
the outlook was bleak for a side that had to re-
place the generation that finished runners-up 
at Brazil 2014 and embark on a transitional 
period, the duration and outcome of which 
were shrouded in uncertainty. Doubts about 
the players brought in to replace the old 
breed only seemed to be confirmed in the 
months after Russia 2018, with several 
well-known and experienced coaches turn-

ing down the Argentina job.
One man who did not rule himself out was Li-

onel Scaloni, who eventually took on the impos-
sible task and began to make things happen, 
overhauling the squad and building a side 
and a squad that rallied around the figure-
head, Lionel Messi. Scaloni had found 
new men for each position and given 
them time to bed in.  

With one of the best play-
ers of all time still leading the 
way, a coach who has his 
feet firmly on the ground 
and has grown in stat-
ure during his tenure, 
and a pool of players 
ready to give their 
all for their hero, Ar-
gentina are sure to 
be one of the favour-
ites at the world fi-
nals later this year.

HIGH HOPES

‘Messi Pullavoor episode’ delights Doha, Argentina fans
VINAY NAYUDU

DOHA

A 
FORTNIGHT ago, and much 
ahead of the kickoff to the 
FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022, 
you would’ve been forgiven 
in Doha if you thought you 

were in Argentina or Brazil! Such 
has been the football fever and cra-
ziness of the football fans.

Yet, one of the most discussed 
topic among all fans, especially 
from Argentina, has been about 
the recent ‘spinal injury rules out 
Messi’ video which went viral after 
a huge cutout being put up by fans 
in Pullavoor, Kerala, fell off while 
being erected.

Surely, pictures and videos of 
Messi, Ronaldo and Neymar and 
cutouts in Pullavoor by a river have 
reached every corner of the foot-
balling world. 

While Argentinian, Mexican 
and English fans have been de-
scending on Doha the last few days, 
the Messi, Neymar and Ronaldo 

calls have been reverberating here 
for long. 

Fan parades at the Corniche 
(the marine drive here) has seen a 
mad rush of fans celebrating Lionel 
Messi from Maradona-land Argen-
tina. Some of these have been im-
promptu and evening walkers by 
the sea have been taken by surprise.

Then, there was the arrival of 
four cyclists, who pedalled all the 
way from Buenos Aires and arrived 
in Doha via the Abu Samra Saudi 
border. They were given a boister-
ous welcome by Argentina fans in 
Qatar.  The quartet – an author, a 
teacher, a travel agent and a content 
producer -- had been on the road 

for 177 days and covered 10,000km 
journey crossing 15 countries to 
reach their destination.

“We began this journey in May 
and every day was an incredible ad-
venture since then,” said Lucas Le-
dezma, a physical education teach-
er. “People throughout Africa and 
the Middle East opened their doors 
to us. And now this incredible wel-
come in Qatar.” 

“We’re here to inspire people – 
to tell everyone that you can do the 
impossible,” said Matias Vercesi, a 
content creator from Cordoba.

This was followed by the Indian 
community of expats who thronged 
the Corniche and Katara beach 
promenade to express their love for 
Messi.

Much earlier at the Bollywood 
Music Festival night  - which in-
cluded India singer Sunidhi Chau-
han and Pakistan’s sufi vocalist Ra-
hat Fateh Ali Khan -- at the 80,000 
capacity Lusail Stdium (venue for 
World Cup 2022 final), local Ar-
gentina fans were ecstatic. Among 

them was Nishat Mohammed. “I 
am just waiting for Argentina to 
play,” he said showing on his mo-
bile phone his ticket for the match. 
“I can’t believe my luck that I would 
actually be getting to see Messi and 
Argentina play.” 

And now as hours close in on 
Argentina’s opening match against 
Saudi Arabia at the Lusail Stadium 
on Tuesday afternoon, hordes of 
fans from Argentina have swarmed 
Qatar painting the small country in 
the light blue wave. “Hey, are you 
from that place where they didn’t 
keep Messi straight,” screamed a 
lady with laughter.

Souq Waqif in Doha (a famous 
bazaar with a mix of tradition and 
modernity) was flocked by Argen-
tina fans on Monday afternoon 
chanting songs supporting the Al-
bicelestes.

So not just Qatar, an entire 
world would be on their feet when 
Lionel Messi and Argentina take 
to the field in their opening match 
against Saudi Arabia on Tuesday.
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Key Stats

 Argentina are playing in the World Cup finals for 

the 18th time, while Saudi Arabia are playing for the sixth 

time and second in a row.

 Argentina won the title twice in 1978 and 1986, 

and also finished runner-up twice in Italy 1990 and Brazil 

eight years ago.

 Argentina reached the final 16 in their last appear-

ance in 2018, before losing 4-3 to the eventual champi-

ons France.
 Argentina were crowned champions of Copa Ameri-

ca last year beating hosts Brazil at the famous Maracana 

stadium.
 Saudi Arabia lost 5-0 to hosts Russia in the open-

ing game in 2018 then 1-0 to Uruguay before beating 

Egypt 2-1 in their final game of the group stage.

Previous meetings:

 Argentina and Saudi Arabia have played each other 

four times, with Argentina winning once in their third 

meeting during the Confederations Cup on 1992. Their 

last meeting ended 0-0 in a 2012 friendly.

Bidding for their third title, Argentina and Messi  
are in Qatar as genuine title contenders

Saudi ready  
for its hardest 
opening game

Saudi Arabia’s sixth World Cup kicks off 
on Tuesday with probably the hardest 
opening game the team has ever had.
Few believe the clash with Argentina, a 

team that has genuine ambitions of lifting 
the trophy next month, is a chance for three 
points but for Herve Renard and his play-

ers it is an opportunity to show that the 
Green Falcons have come a long way since 
2018 and the 5-0 defeat at the hands of 
Russia in Moscow.

Saudi Arabia have lost four of their 
five World Cup opening games and have 
been unlucky to start 2022 with what 

could be the toughest of all.
But this is a different Saudi Arabia 

now, certainly to the one that took the 
field in Russia’s capital. Renard 

has been in charge for more 
than three years and there 

have been some major 
improvements.

Group C: Argentina vs Saudi Arabia (1 pm) Lusail Stadium




