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Amir opens World Cup Qatar 2022

Extraordinary!
From Qatar, from an
Arab country, I welcome everyone to
the World Cup 2022.
I wish all the participating teams a
magnificent football
performance, high
sportsmanship, and
a time full of joy, excitement and delight
for you all. And let
there be days that are
inspiring with goodness and hope.”
Vinay Nayudu

After continuous
effort and hard
work that lasted
12 years, today
we are proudly
witnessing the
launch of the
FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022. We
welcome our guests from all over
the world, wishing all the participating teams the best of
luck and the fans to spend
enjoyable times.

Doha

His Highness the Amir of State of Qatar Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani patronised the opening of the FIFA
World Cup Qatar 2022 at Al Bayt Stadium on Sunday evening.
HH the Amir declared the opening
of the tournament saying, “From Qatar, from an Arab country, I welcome
everyone to the World Cup 2022.”
“We have worked hard, along
with many people, to make it one of
the most successful tournaments. We
have exerted all efforts and invested
for the good of all humanity. Finally,
we have reached the opening day, the
day that you have been eagerly waiting for.”
HH the Amir added, “Starting
from this evening, and for a period of
twenty-eight days, we will follow, and
with us the whole world, God willing,
the great football festival, in this spacious ambience for human and civilized communication.”
People of different races, nationalities, faiths and orientations will gather here in Qatar, and around screens
on all continents to share the same
exciting moments.
How beautiful it is for people to
put aside what divides them in order
to celebrate their diversity and what
brings them together at the same time.

“I wish all the participating teams
a magnificent football performance,
high sportsmanship, and a time full of
joy, excitement and delight for you all.
And let there be days that are inspiring with goodness and hope,” HH the
Amir added.
“Welcome and good luck to all.
The opening ceremony was attended by His Highness the Father
Amir Sheikh Hamad bin Khalifa Al
Thani, HH Personal Representative of
HH the Amir Sheikh Jassim bin Hamad Al Thani, HH Sheikh Abdullah bin
Khalifa Al Thani, HH Sheikh Mohammed bin Khalifa Al Thani, HE Sheikh
Jassim bin Khalifa Al Thani, Prime
Minister and Minister of Interior HE
Sheikh Khalid bin Khalifa bin Abdulaziz Al Thani, Speaker of the Shura

FANFARE!
More than 60,000 fans
gathered in the fan zone
in Al Bidda Park to watch
the opening match of the
FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022
between Qatar and Ecuador on Sunday. The FIFA
Fan Festival will be open
throughout the tournament.
It will show every World
Cup match live on giant
screens. (TNN) page 11

Council HE Hassan bin Abdullah Al
Ghanim, and a number of sheikhs and
ministers.
The opening ceremony was attended by leaders of sisterly and friendly
countries, heads of delegations and
Olympic committees and federations,
and heads of the diplomatic missions
accredited to the State, senior sports
officials, and a large crowd of the fans.
The ceremony began with cultural
performances presenting important
aspects of the history of the State of
Qatar and the Arab countries in celebrating and honoring the guests, in a
symbolic sign of Qatar welcoming fans
from around the world.
The ceremony also included videos about the marine and terrestrial
culture that distinguished the inhabitants of the Arabian Peninsula, and
their communication with the world
through the sea.
Cultural and artistic shows highlighting the values of respect, acquaintance and learning from differences between peoples were also
presented during the ceremony, in an
invitation to converge cultures, spread
love and goodness among people
during the tournament; in addition
to performances welcoming Qatar’s
guests, fans and qualified teams, and
other performances about important
moments in the history of football and
peoples’ passion for it. page 2

Qatar fall to
Ecuador on
World Cup
debut

Making their FIFA World Cup debut,
and perhaps overcome by the occasion, Felix Sanchez’s Asian champions
Qatar slipped to a 2-0 defeat at the
hands of Ecuador in their Group A
opener at Al Bayt Stadium.

Sports page 1
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Amir opens FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022

The Amir His Highness Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani patronised the opening of the FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 at Al Bayt Stadium on Sunday evening. HH the Amir announced the opening of the tournament saying, “From Qatar, from an Arab country, I welcome everyone to the World Cup 2022.” The
opening ceremony was attended by the Father Amir His Highness Sheikh Hamad bin Khalifa Al Thani and HH Personal Representative of HH the Amir
Sheikh Jassim bin Hamad Al Thani, among others. (QNA)

QATAR 2022 KICKS
OFF IN STYLE

VINAY NAYUDU

A

DOHA

SLEEK and visually-striking
28-minute FIFA World Cup
Qatar 2022 opening ceremony show merging tradition,
times and the spirit of football
(themed on gathering for all mankind, bridging differences through
humanity, respect and inclusion)
wowed a packed Bedouin-tent inspired Al Bayt Stadium and television audiences all round the world
on Sunday evening.
Exactly at 5.42pm Doha Time,
Brazilian football legend Cafu

brought the FIFA World Cup trophy out.
The opening ceremony show
began a gripping and graphic visual
presentation of Arabic and sea life
with famous whale sharks of Qatar then unfolded highlighting the
Bedouin lifestyle and the legend of
storytelling in this part of the world.
It showed the Arabic culture its bond
with the desert and the sea.
Hollywood star Morgan Freeman made an appearance delivering
a message of hope, unity and tolerance as hundreds of dancers and
musicians took to the stage. “This is
all so new that I came to know at all,”

he spoke as backdrop images highlighted civilizations.
This was followed by Qatari YouTuber Ghanim Al Muftah and Qatari
singer Dana Al Fardan accompanied
by two Qatari women, voyagers and
camels making a gripping traditional presentation.
Spectators were then treated to
Qatar’s traditional Al Ardha sword
dance. Performers with football
jerseys and flags of the 32 qualified
teams then took centre stage to the
sound of drums.
Modern music regaled with
the main act featuring a performance of ‘Dreamers’ – a hit single

on the FIFA World Cup Official
Soundtrack – by celebrated South
Korean pop star Jung Kook of BTS
band and Qatari singer Fahad Al
Kubaisi. “Look who we are, we are
the dreamers... we make it happen,” they sang. Old football world
cup-related hits ‘Aa le aa le on dos
tres’ and ‘Waka waka, This time for
Africa’ were also played.
A past video footage of the Father Amir HH Sheikh Hamad bin
Khalifa Al Thani playing football
in the barren lands of the desert
in Qatar were shown inviting big
cheers. The Father Amir then autographed a t-shirt to show his ap-

preciation.
Earlier, FIFA in a statement just
hours ahead of the kick-off of the
opening match between hosts Qatar and Ecuador, said: “The theme
of the opening ceremony is a gathering for all mankind, bridging differences through humanity, respect
and inclusion. Football allows us to
come together as one tribe and the
earth is the tent in which we all live.”
Mascots of all previous world
cups came alive at the end of the
short ceremony as La’eeb – Qatar
World Cup mascot soared high signaling the arrival of FIFA World Cup
2022 to Qatar.
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Beautiful game
enthralls fans

FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 kicked off with a dazzling ceremony on
Sunday as fans soaked in the sporting spirit across the country.
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Deputy Amir leads well-wishers to
welcome world leaders

QNA
DOHA

THE Deputy Amir His Highness Sheikh Abdullah bin Hamad Al
Thani led the well-wishers to welcome world leaders to Doha on
Sunday to attend the opening ceremony of the FIFA World Cup
Qatar 2022 at Al Bayt Stadium.
HH the Deputy Amir welcomed HM King Abdullah II bin
Hussein of Jordan and his accompanying delegation. HM King
of Jordan is accompanied by HRH Crown Prince Hussein bin Abdullah II and a number of ministers.
HH the Deputy Amir also led well-wishers to welcome representative of the Amir of Kuwait Crown Prince Sheikh Mishal Al
Ahmad Al Jaber Al Sabah. They were also welcomed by Minister
of Sports and Youth HE Salah bin Ghanem Al Ali and Ambassador of Kuwait to Qatar HE Khaled Badr Al Mutairi.
HH the Deputy Amir led well-wishers to welcome Vice-President and Prime Minister of the United Arab Emirates and Ruler
of Dubai HH Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum and his
accompanying delegation.
The vice-president and prime minister of the United Arab
Emirates and ruler of Dubai and his accompanying delegation
were also welcomed by Minister of Sports and Youth HE Salah
bin Ghanem Al Ali.
HH the Deputy Amir also welcomed President of Egypt Abdel Fattah El Sisi and his accompanying delegation. The Egyptian
president and his accompanying delegation were also welcomed
by Minister of Sports and Youth HE Salah bin Ghanem Al Ali, Ambassador of Egypt to Qatar HE Amr Kamal El-Din El-Sherbiny.

Shura speaker meets parliamentary delegations, officials

QNA
DOHA

SPEAKER of the Shura Council HE Hassan bin Abdullah Al Ghanim on Sunday
held meeting with several speakers of
parliamentary councils and parliamentary officials, who came to the country to
attend the FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022
opening ceremony.
The meeting included Chairman of
Shura Council of Oman Sheikh Khalid
bin Hilal Al Mawali, Speaker of the National Council of Palestine Rawhi Fattouh, President of the Inter-Parliamentary Union Duarte Pacheco, Head of
Parliamentary Group at the Council of
the Nation (Upper House) of Algeria
Saed Arous, President of the France-Gulf
States Friendship Group at the French
Senate Olivier Cadic and Inter-Parliamentary Union Senior Adviser Mokhtar
Omar.

At the beginning of the meeting, the
speaker of the Shura Council welcomed
the country’s guests, thanking them for
their participation in this global sporting
event, which among its objectives, seeks
to foster rapprochement among peoples
and deepen the bonds of fraternity and
friendship.
For their part, speakers of parliamentary councils thanked Qatar’s government

and people for the generous welcome,
good reception and generosity, lauding
the renaissance being witnessed by Qatar.
They stressed that they were impressed by the preparations and facilities
the ground to host the tournament.
During the meeting, they discussed a
range of topics related to the parliamentary action and ways to promote the parliamentary relations.
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Father Amir, Sheikha Moza attend World Cup opening

His Highness the Father Amir Sheikh Hamad bin Khalifa Al Thani, Her Highness Sheikha Moza bint Nasser, Chairperson of the Qatar Foundation, HH Personal Representative of HH the
Amir Sheikh Jassim bin Hamad Al Thani, and Vice Chairperson and CEO of Qatar Foundation (QF) HE Sheikha Hind bint Hamad Al Thani attended the opening ceremony of the FIFA World
Cup Qatar 2022 on Sunday. (TNN)

MINISTER OF CULTURE MEETS FIRST MINISTER OF WALES

talabat launches electric bikes
pilot in Qatar to cut emissions

Ebikes
TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

Minister of Culture HE Sheikh Abdulrahman bin Hamad Al Thani on Sunday met with
First Minister of Wales in the United Kingdom, Mark Drakeford, who is currently visiting Doha to attend the opening ceremony of the FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022. During
the meeting, they reviewed aspects of joint cultural cooperation between the two
countries. (QNA)

MoCI recalls BMW 740i Saloon,
i7 xDrive 60 Saloon 2022 model
TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

THE Ministry of Commerce and Industry (MoCI), in cooperation with Al
Fardan Automobiles, Qatar’s BMW
dealership, has announced the recall of
BMW 740i Saloon and 760i xDrive Saloon, 2022 model, as an error in light
software causes it not to work properly.
The ministry said the recall campaign comes within the framework of
its ongoing efforts to protect consumers
and ensure that car dealers follow up on
vehicle defects and repairs.
The ministry said that it will coordi-

nate with the dealer to follow up on the
maintenance and repair works and will
communicate with customers to ensure
that the necessary repairs are carried
out.
The ministry urged all customers to
report any violations to its Consumer Protection and Anti-Commercial Fraud Department, which processes complaints,
inquiries and suggestions through Call
Center: 16001, email: info@moci.gov.qa,
Twitter @MOCIQATAR, Instagram MOCIQATAR and - The Ministry of Commerce and Industry’s mobile application
available on iPhone and Android devices
MOCI_QATAR

TALABAT, the region’s leading local tech platform, on Sunday announced the launch of an electric
bikes pilot in Qatar, in collaboration with EV specialists Rotor Mobility.
This announcement reiterates
the company’s ongoing commitment to implementing solutions
that contribute in building a more
sustainable delivery system across
the region by reducing delivery
emissions.
This latest initiative builds on
the company’s commitment to the
Qatar National 2030 Vision for
sustainability, promoting dynamic
economic growth underpinned
by sustainable environmental
footprint. Using Rotor Mobility’s
industry leading solutions from
VMOTO, the pilot testing includes
set-up of a temporary ‘hot swap’
battery charging station and an application for fleet tracking, allowing talabat to bypass traditional
EV range anxiety.
The ‘smart battery’ condition
reporting technology as well as automotive industry standard CANBUS and IoT systems make VMOTO the leader in this sector, and a
B2B centred partner for delivery
service platforms.
Commenting on the announcement, Francisco Miguel De Sousa,
managing director of talabat Qatar, said: “We are proud to embark
on this exciting new journey with

our partners and lead at the forefront towards redefining the delivery ecosystem in Qatar. This pilot
test of electric bikes is the perfect
next step for us as a brand, towards exploring environmentallyfriendly, reliable and affordable

This announcement reiterates
the company’s ongoing commitment to implementing solutions that contribute in building a more sustainable delivery system across the region
by reducing delivery emissions
delivery operations that support
Qatar National Vision 2030 for a
sustainable future. As the demand
for online and q-commerce services continues to grow, we envision
a bright future for electric vehicles
in Qatar and recognise our own responsibility in driving this positive
change.”
Yousef Bazian, founder of
ESG Solutions and Rotor Mobility
Qatar, said: “As our DNA is 100
percent electric, we are proud to
support talabat on this journey.
Using our innovative solutions,
talabat is able to offset emissions
and costs while meeting the mileage needs of their services. This
puts them firmly ahead, driving
the evolution towards a more sustainable and cleaner delivery ecosystem in line with Qatar National
Vision 2030.”

Commenting on the project,
Demetrios Melekos from US Heritage Powersports and Jumla Automotive said, “The opportunity to
work with talabat Qatar is a best
case scenario that we as the regional manufacturer of VMOTO
products could have hoped for.
Together, we will evaluate the real
world application of EV alternatives to petrol powered internal
combustion engine (ICE) vehicles.
To have the expertise of the talabat
team scrutinising the performance
of our vehicles is valuable research
and development. Starting in the
first quarter of 2023, we anticipate
production of VMOTO in the Qatar
Free Zone.”
talabat already implements
industry leading sustainability
standards in line with the Qatar
National Vision 2030, which has
further underlined its commitment to creating a positive impact
and playing an active role by mapping its yearly carbon footprint
in Qatar. The organisation also
launched several sustainability
focused pilot projects, including
its autonomous delivery robots
‘talabot’ in Qatar Foundation and
Msheireb district, delivery by electric scooters at different events,
such as Lusail Outdoor Cinema, as
well as exploring drone delivery as
part of its vision for the future of
delivery in the region.
Customers can download the
talabat application through the
iOS App Store, Google Playstore
and Huawei App Gallery.
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ICC plans reception for
Indian dignitaries on
visit for WC matches
SANTHOSH CHANDRAN
DOHA

THE Indian Cultural Centre
(ICC), the umbrella organisation of the Indian community
in Qatar that functions under
the aegis of the Indian embassy
in Doha, will organise a reception for dignitaries from the
country arriving for the FIFA
World Cup. The dignitaries
include India’s popular sports
personalities and political and
cultural leaders.
Speaking to Qatar Tribune,
ICC President PN Baburajan
said, “We are expecting a large
number of prominent personalities from different Indian
states at the World Cup. The
ICC will hold a reception for all
of them in association with the
concerned ICC-affiliated social
and cultural organisations.”
Baburajan, who has been
active in many sports-related
events in Qatar said, “After
the 2006 Asian Games, Qatar

has hosted many international
sports tournaments, but this
is the biggest of them all. It’s a
proud moment for every person
living in Qatar as the FIFA World
Cup carnival is right here. Everyone living here is eager to witness
this historic football tournament
either with a physical ticket or
through electronic means.
“Fan zones, corporate staff
areas, schools and various
sports arenas are all ready to
welcome the quadrennial football carnival of the world. More
than 50,000 volunteers are
there at their assigned venues.
All kinds of security systems
are in place. Qatar, a melting
pot of different cultures, welcomes FIFA without any compromise with state-of-the-art
facilities. Hundreds of artistes
from the Indian community
have trained in various places
and are ready to welcome tens
of thousands of people who
come to the stadiums”, the ICC
president said.

(From left) FIFA Qatar Marketing Relations Director Hassan Rabea Al
Kuwari, ICC President PN Baburajan and Qatar Tourism Chief Operating
Officer Berthold Trenkel at the office of the Supreme Committee for
Delivery & Legacy, in Doha, recently.

Sharing World Cup 2022
joys with IDPs, refugees
Qatar Charity, in
conjunction with the
FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022, supervises
fan zones in camps
for refugees and IDPs
TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

THE ‘Qatar FIFA 2022 for All:
Celebrating Football with Refugees and Displaced people’
initiative has kicked off, in conjunction with the FIFA World
Cup Qatar 2022.
The initiative aims to share
the joy of the World Cup with
refugees and internally displaced
persons (IDPs) living in camps
and allow them to watch the
matches and events by setting
up fan zones in several countries.
Qatar Charity supervises
the fan zones in the camps of
six countries, which are Jordan, Syria, Sudan, Kenya,
Bangladesh, and Somalia.
To alleviate the suffering
The fan zones aim to alleviate
the suffering of the refugees
and IDPs, give them hope for
a better life, restore normalcy
to their lives, contribute to
building positive relations between refugees and their host
communities, and enhance
social cohesion through entertainment and cultural programmes.

Lusail Boulevard, Flag Plaza and
Corniche turn platforms for fans
to stage football, cultural shows

Scenes of celebrations at Lusail Boulevard (PHOTOS: PRAJI THANAYAN)
SANTHOSH CHANDRAN
DOHA

GLIMPSES of cultures of different countries were seen at
the Doha Corniche as fans from
all over the world hold celebrations and take out processions
to cheer their favourite sides
and drum up support for them.
The shows, organised by
different expatriate communities, reflect the art, culture and
music of their respective countries and communities.
Apart from those who are
part of the shows at Flag Plaza
or different parts of the Corniche Road, there are crowds
of onlookers who get entertainment and education, learning
about the cultures and traditions of different countries.
While African communities highlighted their musical
instruments and drums, communities from Asian countries
showcased and performed
their own music and danced in
their traditional costumes.
Speaking to Qatar Tribune,
a visitor from Morocco said,
“From the day I arrived, I have
never missed the Lusail Boulevard celebrations.”
“Qatar has a considerable

population of Asian and African expatriates. Every community is using this opportunity
to showcase its unique cultural
heritage to an international audience,” he commented.
The Lusail Boulevard,
where traffic is restricted, has
become a staging ground for a
variety of cultural shows and a
haven for pedestrians enjoying
those shows.
Flag Plaza is the other plat-
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form for global football and
cultural shows. Each fan group,
whether supporting Brazil, Argentina, or Germany, also highlighted the Qatari flag along with
their own symbols and flags.
An Indian expatriate group
was seen playing a variety of
traditional drums in a procession. One of the members of the
group said, “We have brought
a number of musical instruments from India to add greater authenticity to our show and
make it special. After all being
part of this historic FIFA World
cup is once-in-a lifetime opportunity for many of us.”
While the festivities related
to FIFA will shift to the stadiums and fan zones in coming
days, the Corniche Road and
Flag Plaza will remain crowded as the special huge screen
showing the event is installed
close by.

The fan zones will have
live broadcasts of the World
Cup matches daily and will
hold sports and entertainment activities for children and
youth, in addition to distributing sportswear, footballs, and
meals to the refugees and DPs,
encouraging the families to attend the event, and holding two
singing concerts and virtual
tournaments.
“This initiative aims to
share the joy of the Qatar
World Cup 2022 with the
IDPs, refugees, and vulnerable communities, and highlight their issues and conditions, based on our belief that
sport is the right of everyone,
and its role in the peace and
development of all communities,” said Nawaf Abdullah Al
Hammadi, CEO’s Assistant
for International Operations
and Programmes at Qatar
Charity.
He also emphasised the
importance of sport as more
than just a recreational activity for the IDPs and refugees,
noting its ability to provide
an opportunity for integration, protection, development,
growth, and psychological
support.
In addition to Qatar Charity, the initiative is being participated in by many bodies, including the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs, the Qatar Fund for Development, the Supreme Committee for Delivery and Legacy
(SC), the Qatar Red Crescent
Society (QRCS), and beINSPORTS.
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‘Qatar has an
ideal working
environment’

Most important
international labour
unions, labour
figures, and organisations are unanimous in
their praise for Qatar’s
landmark reforms
that will be a model for
others to follow

Qatar’s labour reforms that have resulted in tangible positive changes in the work
environment have garnered huge praise from most important international unions
and labour figures. International organisations have called for the generalisation of
the Qatari experience in the region to protect workers’ rights. Qatar has adopted a
sustainable approach to developing and updating legislation and laws and improving
the work environment, stressing that improvements to the work environment came
within Qatar Vision 2030, while the hosting of FIFA Qatar World Cup 2022 contributed
to expediting the pace of Labour legislation. Qatar has hosted, over the past years,
hundreds of delegations from international labour organisations to see the corporeality of labour environment in it, praising the role played by these delegations in conveying the truth to the world public opinion.

“The State of Qatar has made big
progress (abolishment of the kafala
system, introduction of minimum wages,
heat protection measures…) in a
relatively short time. It needs to be said
as we don’t see that often. Recognizing
progress does not mean that the job is
done. Now we need a period of
consolidation during which institutions in
charge of the implementation and the
inspection need to be developed. Both,
Qatar and the ILO are willing to continue
working beyond the FIFA World Cup. The
improvement that we have seen in Qatar
is unique in the region.”
Gilbert F Houngbo, Director
General of the International Labour
Organization (ILO)

“Delighted to have spoken to ILO
Director General, Gilbert F
Houngbo, to congratulate him on
his new mandate in a vital role for
the benefit of workers worldwide.
We have made significant
progress in recent years through
our collaboration together on the
conditions of workers in Qatar and
I am looking forward to more
formalized cooperation between
our institutions on a global scale,
having also spoke to the Labour
Minister of Qatar HE Dr Ali bin
Smaikh Al Marri, I am confident
that we (ILO, Qatar and FIFA) can
make further progress.”
FIFA President Gianni Infantino
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“The football World Cup was undoubtedly
an opportunity to accelerate change, and
these reforms can constitute a good
example to be extended to all other
countries that in the future will host major
sport events. We welcome the efforts
made so far must be sustained to prepare
Qatar’s economy and society for future
challenges and to ensure that the quality
of working conditions receives the
long-term investment it needs. The
ongoing reform process can also be of
great help and a possible point of
reference for other countries in the
region.”
Luca Visentini, Secretary
General of the European Trade Union
Confederation

gloBal Praise For
Qatar’s laBoUr
reForms

Since 2018, many reforms have been
adopted with the impetus of the Qatar
National Human Rights Committee and the
action of the Minister of Labour, Dr Ali Al
Marri. These include the abolition of the
Kafala system, workers’ mobility, the
introduction of the minimum wage, workplace
health and safety mechanisms, the creation
of a social fund, the establishment of
collective bargaining arrangements, and
more. These reforms are important, but they
need to be correctly implemented, evaluated
and followed up, which is why we welcome the
International Labour Organisation’s
engagement as a partner in implementing
these reforms.”

“We said in 2015 there should be no
World Cup without workers’ rights. We
launched an International Labour
Organization (ILO) complaint against Qatar
in 2016 which forced authorities to reform
its labour laws and over better living
conditions and an improved minimum
wage. The relationship between the
organization and the Doha authorities had
gone from worst enemies to valuable
friends in a 10-year turnaround. The claims
that more than 6,000 workers had died on
construction sites in Qatar since work on
the World Cup began were a myth. I can
honestly say my advice to fans is to go to
the World Cup and have fun.

Maria Arena, Chair of the European
Parliament’s Subcommittee on Human Rights

Sharan Burrow, General Secretary
ITUC

“Qatar has established several best practice
initiatives such as the elimination of exit visas;
freedom to change employers, which have led
to the progressive reform of the Kafala
sponsorship system; instituted a national
minimum wage payment that includes
accommodation and feeding and those who opt
out of company accommodation and feeding
provisions have the option of being paid in lieu.
The reforms have also delivered improved
health and safety requirements in construction
sites and anywhere temperature exceeds a
certain degree; signing of labour contracts in a
designated location (Qatar Visa Centres) before
migrant workers departure to avoid
discrepancies upon arrival in Qatar, and the
establishment of workers representative
council.
The African Trade Union

“BWI has been able to make
significant improvements to the
situation of migrant workers in
Qatar. The joint inspection on the
World Cup construction sites have
helped prevent accidents and the
labour reforms will have a lasting
legacy beyond the World Cup.
Migrant workers are treated now
with more respect and their
contribution recognized. There has
been real progress.”
Dietmar Schafers, BWI Deputy
President

“Qatar has been working during the past
years to open more dialogue prospects
with the international organisations and
international partners, which helped in
strengthening the mutual confidence. We
have witnessed various brainstorm
meetings devoted to optimising the
business environment in Qatar and this
ultimately took place. Qatar has managed
to make great accomplishment in
partnership with all, particularly at the
level of governments, employers and
workers, considering what happened in
Qatar is a triumph for these parties. It was
a journey of ten years, but at the end was
a successful story where the business
community, together with the government
of Qatar and the workers, has managed to
have a different situation. ”
Roberto Suarez Santos, Secretary-General of the International Organization of
Employers (IOE)
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‘Qatar honored all
its commitments
for hosting WC’
QNA
DOHA

SPEAKER of Shura Council
HE Hassan bin Abdullah Al
Ghanim has said that Qatar
has honoured all the commitments it made 12 years
ago to host an exceptional
World Cup edition, thanks
to the wise leadership’s directives. He said Qatar continues its achievements in
successfully hosting major
sporting events.
In remarks to the Qatar News Agency (QNA),
the Speaker said Qatar was
reaping the rewards of 12
years of work. He pointed
out that the dream of the
Father Amir HH Sheikh
Hamad bin Khalifa Al Thani
came true during the rule of
the Amir HH Sheikh Tamim
bin Hamad Al Thani.
He said the country will
continue with its achievements under the leadership
of HH the Amir, proving

Shura Council
Speaker pointed
out that the dream
of the Father Amir
HH Sheikh Hamad
bin Khalifa Al Thani
came true during the
rule of the Amir HH
Sheikh Tamim bin
Hamad Al Thani
to the world that its the
region’s beating heart and
that its a destination that
welcomes everyone.
The Shura Council
speaker stressed that Qatar
was and continues to be a
hospitable country, adding
that tolerance a key principle engrained in it by its
religion, and Arab authenticity deep-rooted in its
people.

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 21, 2022

Years of sound planning,
work pays off: Attiyah
Deputy PM welcomes
everyone in Qatar to
enjoy the World Cup
and live a new and
unique experience
during the tournament
QNA
DOHA

DEPUTY Prime Minister and
Minister of State for Defence
Affairs HE Dr Khalid bin Mohammed Al Attiyah has affirmed that the FIFA World
Cup Qatar 2022 represents the
harvest of more than 10 years
of sound planning, effort and
hard work.
The Deputy PM said Qatar
has worked during the past
years to organise a unique
edition of the World Cup, and
today it reaps the efforts of
more than 10 years of hard
work, planning and facing
challenges.
Dr Al Attiyah added that
the Qatari citizens, with their

full faith in God and their full
confidence in their government, were able to see the results of the great efforts and
contributions made during the
past years.
The Deputy PM also expressed his happiness and
pride that the FIFA World
Cup Qatar 2022 coincided
with the celebration of the
National Day of the State of
Qatar, adding that Qatar was
able to combine two important events, one of which is
the National Day (December
18) and the other global event
(FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022),
this entitlement, whose signs
of achievement and success
seem to be close, and would
not have been achieved with
wishes, but rather by diligent
work and proper planning.
The Deputy PM thanked
everyone who contributed to
this global event.
Dr Al Attiyah welcomed
everyone in Qatar to enjoy the
FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022
and live a new and unique experience in this tournament.

Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of State for Defence Affairs HE Dr
Khalid bin Mohammed Al Attiyah

Doha resident
releases World
Cup fan song

‘Yallah Yallah Qatar’
The song, which is available in both Arabic and English, has a
fine blend of Western and Indian music flavours that invites
everyone to join in on the fun
IKOLI VICTOR
DOHA

“YALLAH Yallah Qatar,” a beautiful fan song
for the FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022, was
recently released by Saira Joyce Mascarenhas.
In Arabic, Yallah Yallah means “Let’s Go”.
The song, which is available in both Arabic
and English, has a fine blend of Western and
Indian music flavours that invites everyone to
join in on the fun. The phrase “Let’s Go Qatar”
in the song’s title and lyrics has a deeper
meaning.
Saira, the song’s lyricist, told Qatar
Tribune about the song’s inspiration. “When
it was announced that Qatar had won the bid
to host the FIFA World Cup, I was inspired
to perform a song in their honour. This song
pays tribute to Qatar while also congratulating
the country on hosting the FIFA World Cup
in 2022. Without Jacksal Lional Pinto, Shawn
Kenith Crasto, Sharon Asiligwa, Joseph
Fernandes, and Cletus Mendonsa, I would not
have been able to complete this song.”
“I’ve worked very hard on the song to be
at an international level,” she said of the song.
This song is very meaningful to me. Get up
and let it go, it’s time to show the world, take a
step and roar, ‘Yallah Yallah Qatar’. I’ve taken
a step toward making a roar, and I want my
song to be known all over the world.”
Saira Joyce Mascarenhas provided the

When it was announced that Qatar
had won the bid to host the FIFA World
Cup, I was inspired to perform a song
in their honour. This song pays tribute
to Qatar while also congratulating the
country on hosting the FIFA World Cup
in 2022
— Saira Jayce Mascarenhas
main vocals for the song, which was released
on November 17, 2022. “LiG” did the Hindi
rap, and “Deepak Hanson Pinto,” “Havenatik,”
and “Shuelace” did the music composition and
production.
“The song was recorded, mixed, and mastered by Vinayak Pawar (Sound Ideaz studios
Mumbai), and the cinematographer is Shishir
Shetty,” she explained. Joy D costa was instrumental in the videography. My entire team is
from India.”
Saira, who has lived in Qatar for 27 years,

Saira Joyce Mascarenhas provided the main vocals for the song, which was released on November 17,
2022.
said she has seen significant growth in the
country and praised Qatar’s Amir, His Highness Sheikh Tamin bin Hamad Al Thani, for
hosting the World Cup.
“I have seen Qatar grow dramatically,
and the growth is unrivalled. Congratulations
to the Amir of Qatar, and I am proud to say
that I have witnessed significant changes in
this country. The streets and buildings are
stunning, and there is no other country as
beautiful as Qatar. I’d also like to congratulate
everyone who has submitted a song for the
World Cup 2022.”
Saira added that the Qatar World Cup
2022 has brought joy to all Qataris and

people around the world. I cordially invite
all international fans to come and enjoy this
beautiful country as well as the FIFA World
Cup 2022.
Netizens have praised the song. On Thursday, the official video was released.
“Joyce, Joy, and team.. superb international level,” a YouTube user commented.
“Wow, that’s such culturally inclusive
beautiful music,” another Youtuber said.
Another reviewer called the song “awesome and excellent.”
The song was released on Joyce Mascarenhas Music’s YouTube channel and received
over 6,000 views in three days.
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Wales minister launches
Giant Bucket Hat
installation for World Cup
Tribune News Network
Doha

The First Minister of Wales,
Rt Hon Mark Drakeford MS,
on Sunday officially launched a
giant bucket hat installation in
Qatar to mark the launch of the
nation’s campaign at the World
Cup. This is Wales’ first appearance at a World Cup since
1958, establishing the nation’s
position on a global stage.
The larger-than-life bucket
hat, an iconic symbol for Welsh
football representing the team’s
incredible progress in the game
and its fans’ passion and spirit,
was developed and designed in
collaboration with the Football
Association of Wales, to celebrate the momentous occasion
for the nation.
The First Minister, Rt Hon
Mark Drakeford MS, said:
“Back in 2016 our manager
Chris Coleman challenged the
squad and us as a nation to
‘Dare to Dream’ about what
could happen at the European
Championship.
“No one thought we’d get
to the semi-final, but we did.

That’s what’s great about football – anything can happen at
the World Cup.”
The launch of the installation kickstarts the Gŵyl Cymru
Festival at the tournament, a
programme of more than 200
events across Cymru and the
world as part of a 10-day celebration of creativity to support
Wales during the team’s campaign in Qatar.
The programme will project
Wales’ values and secure a positive legacy from the country’s
first World Cup campaign in 64
years, highlighting the nation’s
art, culture and music.
Wales’ ‘Lleisiau Cymru’
ambassador, Colin Jackson
CBE, alongside FAW ambassadors Ian Rush MBE and
Jess Fishlock, were also in attendance at the launch. Each
ambassador is present in Qatar to act as influential voices
for the nation.
Colin Jackson said: “It was
really good to be at the launch
of the bucket hat today – it’s
a little slice of Wales that will
encourage people to investigate
our nation.

‘Qatar 2022 will be
best World Cup yet’

FIFA president pledges to make football truly global and inclusive
Tribune News Network

F

Doha

IFA President Gianni Infantino has said that the
FIFA World Cup Qatar
2022 will be the best edition yet, with players at
peak strength having not had
to play a full season before
challenging for honours in the
globe’s biggest sporting event.
In an exclusive interview
with beIN SPORTS conducted
by leading Presenter Mohammed Saadon Al Kuwari, the
FIFA chief said, “We are all very
excited for the World Cup to kick
off. It will be the best World Cup.
Everything is ready – everything
is geared up, the teams are here.
Players come without having
played an entire season. They
come at peak strength, and so
we should see a fantastic World
Cup.”
During the interview with
beIN – the Official Broadcaster
of the FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 for the Middle East
and North Africa (MENA) and
France – the FIFA President was
bullish about the tournament’s
prospects.
“I have never seen a country
which is so focused on an event
and so prepared for an event like
Qatar,” he said.
Infantino said the 2022
tournament had particular importance for being the first to be
held in the Arab world.
“There are hundreds of millions of Arabs in the world and
99.9% of these are football fans.

FIFA President Gianni Infantino gives an interview to beIN SPORTS conducted by leading Presenter Mohammed Saadon Al Kuwari.

I have never seen a country
which is so focused on an
event and so prepared for an
event like Qatar.”
— Gianni Infantino, FIFA President
So to bring football to this region
brings a lot of pride and is crucial. [Fans] will come here and
experience a country that is very
Arab, but also very welcoming.
It is a celebration and an enrichment of culture. The Arab world
is presenting itself to the world
and this is something only the
World Cup can bring,” he con-

tinued.
He also explained that the
tournament would be a unifier
of people.
“Football unites the world.
This is the one and only topic
everyone can agree with. Everyone is a fan of football –local
teams, national teams or one
in Europe. […] This element of

uniting 5 billion people, 2/3 of
the world population, watching the same event – will have
a great impact in today’s world.
We have hardly anything that
brings us together anymore, but
football unites.”
Looking ahead, the FIFA
president pledged to make football global and inclusive.
“My promise is to continue
to work hard to make football
truly global, so it has the same
value globally as it does in Europe. We need to bring it up
and create good teams, competitions, and investment all
over the world and raise the
global level of football for girls
and boys. We will do that in the
next four years,” he concluded.

FIFA Fan festival: Fun unlimited
Festival to host
thousands of
fans during the
FIFA World Cup
Qatar 2022

Tribune News Network
Doha

More than 60,000 fans
gathered at the fan zone in Al
Bidda Park to watch the opening match of the FIFA World
Cup match between Qatar and
Ecuador. The FIFA Fan Festival
was officially opened at Al
Bidda Park on the eve of the
first FIFA World Cup in the Middle East and Arab world.
The FIFA Fan Festival will
be open throughout the tournament. It will show every FIFA
World Cup match live on giant
screens, host world-famous
artists and feature a range of
food and beverage options.
More information and the full
programme are available on
FIFA+.
Hassan Al Thawadi, Secretary General, Supreme Committee for Delivery & Legacy,
said: “The FIFA Fan Festival
represents everything that is
unique, memorable and special
about Qatar’s FIFA World Cup.
Every day during the tournament, thousands of fans from
across the globe will gather
here to meet and enjoy topclass football – all in a stunning setting which features the
beautiful Doha Corniche as the
backdrop.”
Speaking during the event,
FIFA President, Gianni Infantino,
said: “This place will be the
heart of the FIFA World Cup
Qatar 2022. We are proud
that you are here. The world is
united in Doha for this World

More than 60,000 fans gathered in the fan zone in Al Bidda Park to watch
the match between the Qatari team and its Ecuadorean counterpart on
Sunday
Cup and this is thanks to you.
This is where you will celebrate
every night between now and
the 18th of December.”
The FIFA Fan Festival will
feature:
 Live broadcasts of every
match on giant screens, with
views of Doha’s futuristic skyline in the background
 Concerts starring top
global and local music artistes
and live works by internationally
acclaimed performance artistes

 A food court offering
unique culinary experiences
featuring local cuisine and
international delicacies
 Football matches featuring FIFA Legends and interactive physical and digital football
gaming stations for fans of all
ages
 A Fans Cup featuring all
32 qualified nations for Qatar
2022
 Innovative sponsor activations, as well as an official

FIFA Store with licensed FIFA
World Cup™ products
To access the FIFA Fan
Festival, fans must show their
Hayya Card, a mandatory
requirement for FIFA World Cup
ticket holders. The Hayya Card
provides access to stadiums –
with a valid match ticket – and
the FIFA Fan Festival, as well as
free public transport during the
tournament. For international
fans, the Hayya Card also acts
as an entry permit to Qatar dur-

ing the tournament.
FIFA Fan Festival opening
times:
November 20: 4 PM to 2 AM
November 21-29: 11 AM to
2 AM
November 30 to December 18:
4 PM to 2 AM
Transport
 Al Bidda Park is close to
three Doha Metro stations:
 West Bay Qatar Energy

(Red Line)
 Al Bidda (Red & Green
Lines)
 Corniche (Red Line) –
exit from Corniche only, the
station is closed for entrance
 Dedicated shuttle buses
will transport fans between the
FIFA Fan Festival and stadiums.
 Taxi and ride-hail drop
off/pick-up locations are available.
 Fans can also walk to Al
Bidda Park from the Corniche.
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News
in brief
Turkish airstrikes hit Kurdish posts in
Syria and Iraq
BEIRUT: At least 31 people were killed after Turkish airstrikes hit
Kurdish posts in north-eastern Syria, a war monitor said on Sunday. At least 40 were injured or have gone missing, and some of
them are in serious condition, it added.
The Turkish Defence Ministry confirmed early Sunday it had
carried out airstrikes on Kurdish militant bases in northern Syria
and northern Iraq. The attacks targeted the bases of the Kurdistan Workers Party (PKK) and the Syrian Kurdish YPG militia,
the ministry added in a statement. The Syrian Observatory for
Human Rights said 25 airstrikes hit areas under the control of
the Kurdish-led Syrian Democratic Forces (SDF) in the countryside of Kobane and Aleppo, among other areas. It added that
Turkey renewed its shelling early on Sunday on Kurdish areas
in the countryside of Kobane. The Britain-based monitor, which
documents Syria’s 11-year-old civil war, reported that Syrian
army positions had also been hit, with both SDF and Syrian army
soldiers among those killed. (DPA)

Witnesses report brutal crackdown on
protests in Iran’s north-west

Egypt’s Foreign Minister Sameh Shukri (C), delivers a speech during the closing session of the COP27 climate conference, at the Sharm el-Sheikh
International Convention Centre in Egypt’s Red Sea resort city of the same name, on Sunday.

COP27 agrees climate
compensation fund as EU
slams overall outcome

The agreement is
seen as a big win for
low-income countries
often impacted by
climate change.
DPA
EGYPT

NEGOTIATORS at a global
climate conference in Egypt
yesterday agreed to create a
long-sought fund to compensate countries most vulnerable
to the worst effects of climate
change, as the two-week event
wrapped up on Sunday.
However, the UN-led talks
faced a barrage of criticism for
failing to agree new milestones
on the reduction of climatedamaging fossil fuels, as part of
efforts to limit global temperature increases to 1.5 degrees
Celsius above pre-industrial
times.
The payment of reparations
to poorer countries for damage
caused by climate change was
one of the thorniest issues at the
two-week conference.
The agreement is seen as a
big win for low-income countries that often bear the impacts
of climate change, although

they have contributed the least
to causing it.
The approval of the funding
came at a final plenary session
and drew applause from delegates.
No sums were agreed on,
however, nor who should pay
in. These issues are to be settled
at a later date.
The conference, known as
COP27, saw delegates ratify a final declaration during a session
that ran into the early hours of
Sunday in Egypt’s coastal resort
of Sharm el-Sheikh.
The decision to create the
climate damage fund drew instant praise. UN chief António
Guterres said it was an important step towards justice.
“I welcome the decision to
establish a loss-and-damage
fund and to operationalise it in
the coming period,” he said in
a video recording posted on his
Twitter account.
“Clearly this will not be
enough, but it is a much-needed
political signal to rebuild broken trust,” he added.
UN Climate Change Executive Secretary Simon Stiell
called the COP27 outcome “historic.” Egypt’s Foreign Minister
Sameh Shoukry, the conference’s president, told delegates
the outcome was a testament to
the fact that “multilateral diplo-

macy still works.”
However, European Commission chief Ursula von der
Leyen, one of the European Union’s top officials, was critical of
the outcome.
“COP27 has kept alive the
goal of 1.5C. Unfortunately
however, it has not delivered on
a commitment by the world’s
major emitters to phase down
fossil fuels, nor new commitments on climate mitigation,”
von der Leyen said in a statement. “We have treated some
of the symptoms but not cured
the patient from its fever,” she
added.
German Environment Minister Steffi Lemke, a Green
politician, said, “The result of
the COP27 overall falls short of
what is necessary. That is extremely bitter.” In the final declaration, nearly 200 countries
reaffirmed an earlier decision
to phase out coal, a climateharming fossil fuel. However,
no mention was made of oil and
gas in the document.
The omission comes despite
calls from several countries
and pro-enviroment activists to
phase out the use of all fossil fuels that produce large amounts
of heat-trapping carbon dioxide. The use of fossil fuels was
a bone of contention at the twoweek conference, and activists

expressed disappointment at
the failure to set new phase-out
goals.
Others praised the creation
of the loss and damages fund,
however.
It was an “important” step
for rebuilding trust with vulnerable countries, the president
of environmental think tank
World Resources Institute, Ani
Dasgupta, said.
“In a historic breakthrough,
wealthy nations have finally
agreed to create a fund to aid
vulnerable countries that are
reeling from devastating climate damages,” Dasgupta said.
It was a “lifeline” for poor families whose homes and livelihoods are destroyed, he added.
Developing countries have
long pressed for the creation of
a financial mechanism to address climate-induced harm in
low-income countries.
The decision to set up the
fund was a “landmark,” according to the Climate Action
Network (CAN), a grouping of
NGOs.
“This is a first step in a
process to rectify the systemic
injustice to billions of people,
particularly in the Global South,
who are the least responsible
but are on the frontlines of the
climate crisis,” CAN said in a
statement.

‘Over 8,300 civilians killed in Ukraine war’
IAEA reports powerful explosions at the
Zaporizhzhya nuclear power plant.
DPA
KIEV/GENEVA

MORE than 8,300 civilians
have been killed so far in Russia’s war against Ukraine, investigators in Kiev said on Sunday.
Among them were 437 children, said Attorney General
Andriy Kostin, according to a
report by the Ukrainian news
agency UNIAN on Sunday.
More than 11,000 people
were injured in the war, which
has lasted almost nine months.
According to Kostin, the actual number of victims is likely
to be higher because Ukrainian
authorities do not yet have access to some areas occupied by
Russia.
In the liberated regions,
Ukrainian troops continue to
find bodies and evidence of suspected atrocities.

The Ukrainian authorities
have so far registered more than
45,000 war crimes, with 216
people reported as suspected
war criminals, including 17
Russian prisoners of war, it has
been revealed. Twelve of the 60
accused were convicted.
Meanwhile the Ukrainian
nuclear power plant at Zaporizhzhya has been rocked by
several powerful explosions, the
International Atomic Energy
Agency (IAEA) said on Sunday.
IAEA experts on the ground
had reported dozens of impacts
on and near the site of Europe’s
largest nuclear facility, the
agency said in a statement.
The incidents on Saturday
and Sunday “abruptly” ended a
period of relative calm at the facility, IAEA chief Rafael Grossi
said according to the statement.
IAEA experts saw some of

A Ukrainian rescue service member and a soldier inspect the area as
black smoke rises from an oil reserve in Kherson on Sunday.
the explosions from their windows, the agency said.
The plant’s management
reported damage to some buildings, systems and equipment.
So far, however, the damage
had not affected nuclear safety
and nobody was injured.
“Whoever is behind this, it
must stop immediately,” Grossi
said in the IAEA statement. “As

I have said many times before,
you’re playing with fire!” The
IAEA chief appealed once again
to both sides to establish a safe
zone around the facility where
no attacks and fighting takes
place. The nuclear plant has
repeatedly come under fire in
heavy fighting in recent months.
Ukraine and Russia blame each
other.

TEHRAN: Iranian police and security forces responded violently
to protests in the Kurdish city of Mahabad in north-western Iran
late on Saturday, according to eyewitness reports, arriving in
tanks and firing indiscriminately at demonstrators. The electricity in the city was also cut off for a short time, according to the
reports.
The situation escalated and numerous residents were
injured, according to the witnesses. It was unclear whether there
were fatalities. The pro-government news agency Tasnim gave a
different account of the situation, stating that “armed terrorists”
had set fire to private houses and public facilities on Saturday
night, throwing the entire city and its inhabitants into panic.
Several leaders of the alleged terrorist groups were arrested,
Tasnim said, citing local security authorities. Meanwhile, media
reported that the Iranian judiciary had opened investigations
against several well-known figures from politics, film and sport.
Two former lawmakers, five actresses and a football coach were
summoned for questioning, accused of making “provocative and
offensive” comments about officials on social media. Support
for the protests shaking Iran’s political system is being treated
by the judiciary as a threat to national security. The wave of
political unrest was triggered by the death in custody of a young
Kurdish-Iranian woman, Mahsa Amini, in September. (DPA)

Russia has struck deal with Iran to
manufacture drones: Report
WASHINGTON: Russia has struck a deal with Tehran to manufacture “hundreds” of Iranian drones for its war in Ukraine, according to a report by the Washington Post, citing US and Western
intelligence sources. The two sides are working to begin production in the coming months, under a deal reached in early November, the US-based newspaper reported on Saturday.
Russia has already used hundreds of Iranian-made
Shahed-136 drones. They can fly several hundred kilometres,
circle over a target area and then descend with their explosive
load. Moscow has denied the use of the so-called kamikaze
drones, while Iran admitted earlier this month that it had supplied drones to Russia. The Russian military is using the drones
for attacks on Ukraine’s energy infrastructure. Producing their
own would allow Moscow to further multiply such attacks. Tehran is currently handing over “designs and key components” for
Moscow to begin production, the Washington Post wrote, citing
three government officials who were familiar with intelligence
findings known to US and other Western security services. (DPA)

Malaysia elections lead to hung
parliament with no clear victor
KUALA LUMPUR: Parliamentary elections in Malaysia on Saturday
have led to a hung parliament, indicating no end to the country’s
long-running political crisis after no coalition won a simple majority.
The southeast Asian country has had three different prime ministers in the last four years. It was unclear on Sunday who would
emerge as the new premier, with coalition talks now due. (DPA)

Twitter restores account of former
US president Donald Trump
DPA
WASHINGTON

SOCIAL media company Twitter has restored the account of
former US president Donald
Trump, new owner Elon Musk
said on Saturday.
Musk held a poll on the social media platform, asking users whether Trump’s account
should be reinstated.
Some 15 million users responded, with 51.8 percent voting yes.
“The people have spoken.
Trump will be reinstated. Vox
Populi, Vox Dei,” Musk tweeted, using a Latin phrase meaning “the voice of the people, the
voice of God”.
It is unclear whether Trump
will begin using Twitter again,
having created his own platform called Truth Social.
“Vote now with positivity,
but don’t worry, we aren’t going anywhere.
Truth Social is special!”
Trump posted on Truth Social
while Musk’s poll was active.
Trump was suspended
from Twitter in January 2021,

It is unclear whether Trump
will begin using Twitter
again, having created his
own platform called Truth
Social. Some 15 million
users responded in the poll
held by Musk, with 51.8
percent voting ‘yes’.
two days after pro-Trump rioters stormed the US Capitol
Building, halting a joint session
of Congress and leading to the
death of five people.
On Tuesday, he launched a
bid to regain the White House
in 2024.

Qatar’s trade balance
surplus surges 85.6%
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QNB hosts series of events to make
FIFA World Cup memorable for fans
Tribune News Network
Doha

QNB, the official supporter of the FIFA
World Cup 2022 in the Middle East
and Africa, continues to present a rich
programme of activities and events in
conjunction with the FIFA World Cup
Qatar 2022, which officially kicked off
at the iconic Al Bayt Stadium on Sunday evening.
The bank will be hosting a series
of entertainment and football-centric
activities in Al Bidda Park, Lusail Stadium, and Al Bayt Stadium throughout the tournament, which opens its
doors daily to thousands of fans from
across the globe, providing them with
a rich entertainment and sports programme that includes family fun and
entertainment for the children.
The entertainment activities accompanying the World Cup will continue until the end of the tournament
on December 18, as the Bank promises
football fans an amazing experience.
Through its social media channels, QNB organises daily contests
that offer to football fans from across
countries a unique opportunity to live
the enthusiasm and passion of the
game by testing their football knowledge through easy football quiz questions, providing the chance for all to
win fantastic prizes.
Many followers of the bank’s accounts via Instagram won tickets to
attend matches of the FIFA World
Cup Qatar 2022 and other FIFA Football World Cup gifts.
QNB is also participating in the
FIFA Fan Festival, which officially
opened at Al Bidda Park on the eve
of the World Cup, to bring together
football fans to enjoy endless entertainment in a World Cup atmosphere.
In order to bring joy to the highest number of the public, the bank has
distributed FIFA gifts in a number of
its branches in the malls, which got
the most out of customers’ appreciation while they carried out their daily
banking transactions in a joyful atmosphere.
Commenting on the matter, QNB

The bank is hosting a series of entertainment and football-centric activities in Al Bidda Park, Lusail Stadium, and Al Bayt Stadium throughout the tournament, which opens its doors
daily to thousands of fans from across the globe, providing them with a rich entertainment and sports programme that includes family fun and entertainment for the children.
Group Communications General
Manager Heba Ali Al Tamimi said,
“QNB Group is proud to be part of
this historic edition of the FIFA World
Cup, from the moment Qatar won the
honor of hosting the tournament, up
to this historic moment and dreamcome-true moment as Qatar kicks off

the first-ever World Cup in the Arab
world.
“We are keen to enhance the international presence of our brand and
share its values that carry a lot of passion and determination in order to
provide the best banking experience
to our customers.”

QNB Group, currently ranked as
the most valuable bank brand in the
Middle East and Africa, is proud to
be the Official Middle East and Africa
Supporter of the FIFA World Cup
2022.
Through its subsidiaries and associate companies, the Group ex-

QNB partners with talabat to
launch free delivery campaign
Partnership aimed at enriching customers’ experience during the FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022
Tribune News Network
Doha

QNB, the largest financial institution in the Middle East
and Africa, announced the
launch of an awesome campaign for QNB Visa credit
cardholders in collaboration
with talabat, the largest online
food delivering company in
the Middle East, to enjoy free
delivery service on talabat app,
during the FIFA World Cup
Qatar 2022.
The offer will provide QNB
Visa credit cardholders with
a unique opportunity to enjoy
free delivery on a variety of
exciting order options suitable
for any budget at over 3,000
restaurants and stores in Qatar. QNB credit cardholders can
avail of the free delivery with no
minimum spend between 20
November and 18 D e c e m b e r
2022.
Commenting on the partnership, QNB Group General
Manager Retail Adel Ali Al
Malki said, “We are always
pleased to celebrate such momentous occasions with our
customers and we strive to continuously enrich their banking experience. This exclusive
offer allows QNB Visa credit
cardholders to enjoy a unique
opportunity to celebrate the
long-awaited tournament with
their friends and family and
cheer for their favourite team,
while they will continue to en-

The offer will provide QNB Visa credit cardholders with a unique opportunity to enjoy free delivery on a
variety of exciting order options suitable for any budget at over 3,000 restaurants and stores in Qatar.
joy a unique lifestyle thanks to
QNB Life Rewards Program.”
Francisco Miguel de Sousa,
managing director of talabat
Qatar said, “Our partnership
with QNB provides us with a
new way to celebrate with citizens and residents during the
exciting weeks ahead for the

World Cup. We have no doubt
that customers will enjoy this
free-delivery offer when ordering their favorite meals,
groceries, festival merchandise and much more across the
talabat app.”
QNB customers continue
to enjoy the Life Rewards pro-

gram, a loyalty programme
that rewards nearly all banking
transactions, while customers can select a wide range of
choices to redeem them instantly, through over 1,200
QNB exclusive partners’ shops,
internet or mobile banking, or
QNB ATM.

tends to more than 30 countries
across three continents providing a
comprehensive range of advanced
products and services. The total
number of employees is 27,000 operating through 1000 locations, with
an ATM network of more than 4,700
machines.

Qatar’s IPI increases
4.9% in September
QNA
Doha

The Industrial Production
Index (IPI) Qatar in September reached 102.4 points, a
decrease of 3.2 percent compared to the previous month
and an increase of 4.9 percent
when compared to the corresponding month in 2021,
Planning and Statistics Authority (PSA) said in a report
released on Sunday
The index of the mining sector showed a decrease
of 2.8 percent compared to
the previous month (August
2022), because of the increase
in the quantities of ‘crude
oil petroleum, and natural
gas’ with the same percentage, while “Other mining
and quarrying” increased by
2.1 percent.
When compared to the
corresponding month of the
previous year (September
2021), the IPI of Mining increased by 5.5 percent.
The index of the manufacturing sector showed a
decrease of 5.3 percent compared to the previous month
(August 2022). The decrease
included ‘manufacture of basic metals’ by 9.5 percent,
followed by ‘manufacture of
chemicals and chemical products’ by 6.4 percent, ‘manufacture of rubber and plastics products’ by 5.2 percent,
‘manufacture of refined petroleum products’ by 2.8 percent,
‘printing and reproduction of
recorded media by 1.9 percent
and ‘manufacture of beverages’ by 0.7 percent.

However, an increase of 2.8
percent was recorded in the
‘manufacture of cement and
other non-metallic mineral
products’ and ‘manufacture of
food products’ by 1.6 percent.
On the other hand, in
terms of annual change, compared to September 2021, an
increase of 1.2 percent was
recorded, and that due to the
increase in the ‘manufacture
of refined petroleum products’
by 15.2 percent, followed by
‘manufacture of food products’ by 7 percent, ‘manufacture of chemicals and chemical products’ by 5.5 percent,
and ‘manufacture of beverages’ by 3.4 percent.
However, a decrease was
recorded in ‘manufacture of
basic metals’ by 19 percent,
‘manufacture of cement and
other non-metallic mineral
products’ by 10.8 percent,
printing and reproduction of
recorded media by 9.1 percent, and ‘manufacture of rubber and plastics products’ by
2.4 percent.
A decrease of 3.2 percent
was noticed in the production
of ‘electricity’ between September 2022 and the previous
month (August 2022). Compared with a corresponding
month (September 2021), an
increase of 10.5 percent was
recorded.
An increase of 1.5 percent
was noticed in the production
of ‘water’ between September
2022 and the previous month
(August 2022). Compared
with the corresponding month
(September 2021), an increase
of 33.9 percent was recorded.
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Qatar’s trade balance
surplus surges 85.6%
in 3rd quarter of 2022
Asia was the principal destination of Qatar’s exports during the third quarter of current year
Minister of State and QFZA Chairman HE Ahmad bin Mohammed Al Sayed

QFZA chairman
stresses investment
promotion during
FIFA World Cup
QNA
Doha

Minister of State and Qatar
Free Zones Authority (QFZA)
Chairman HE Ahmad bin Mohammed Al Sayed has stressed
that the QFZA is intensifying
cooperation with all concerned
agencies in Qatar to make the
hosting of the FIFA World Cup
Qatar 2022 a success.
In an exclusive statement to
Qatar News Agency (QNA), he
said that the QFZA is investing
in this global event, held for the
first time in the Middle East and
the Arab world, to promote the
unique investment opportunities available in the State of Qatar and work to attract regional
and international companies to
invest in the free zones.
The QFZA also seeks to
boost long-term partnerships
between local and foreign investors to enhance added values
and the knowledge transfer, to
create more promising opportunities that require technical
skills, within the framework of
the authority’s long-term strategy aimed at boosting the economic diversification objectives
in the country in line with Qatar
National Vision 2030, he said.
He said that the QFZA takes
advantage of this unique global
event to introduce the world to
the unique advantages offered
by free zones in Qatar, and the
promising growth opportunities they create for international and local companies by providing advanced infrastructure
and superstructures. Creating
infrastructures in accordance
with the highest international
standards, and linking them to
global markets, and providing a
suitable environment for living
and working in Qatar, in addition to providing integrated
services that enable investors to
manage their businesses from
within the country and launch
them to the countries of the region and the world.
He stressed that the QFZA,
since its activities kicked off
in 2019, managed to boost its
position as a global business
destination and provide investors worldwide with an environment conducive to their
business and opportunities for
growth.

He said that the free zones
in Qatar were developed in line
with the highest international
standards, by providing innovative solutions that create a
global competitive advantage
for partners and provide many
growth opportunities that benefit investors in strategic sectors.
The QFZA chairman also
highlighted the top-notch facilities and infrastructure that
take into account environmental factors and sustainability requirements, boost talents and
skills, and allow full ownership
by foreigners, tax exemptions,
and partnership opportunities
with Qatari authorities and
the private sector, in addition
to benefiting from investment
funds that help companies develop their business and expand globally.
The QFZA also managed to
attract international companies
in many strategic and promising economic sectors, including
emerging technology, logistics
and trade, manufacturing and
consumer products, marine
services, biomedical sciences,
food and agricultural technology, and others, he said.
As part of its construction of fan villages, he said the
QFZA backed the design and
hosting of the largest fan village in Ras Bufontas Free Zone
with a capacity of 4,620 cabins
along with a variety of public
and recreational facilities and
restaurants.
Located near the Doha
Metro, football fans will be
allowed a quick access to stadiums, tourist areas and the
FIFA Fan Festival, His Excellency said, highlighting that the
village was constructed, under
the supervision of the Supreme
Committee for Delivery and
Legacy (SC), to accommodate
visitors from all over the world,
and allow them to stay near
Doha, the areas where World
Cup matches will be played and
the football venues.
He reaffirmed that the
QFZA and the companies based
threw their full weight behind
backing the country’s efforts in
hosting an exceptional and successful event by all standards, to
help citizens, residents, visitors
and all fans worldwide to watch
an impressive World Cup.

QNA
Doha

Qatar recorded a merchandise trade balance surplus, the
difference between total exports and imports of QR 107.3
billion in the third quarter of
2022, up from QR57.8 billion
in the third quarter of 2021, an
increase of 85.6 percent.
According to the ‘Quarterly
Foreign Merchandise Trade
Statistics, Q3 2022 State of
Qatar’ issued by the Planning
and Statistics Authority (PSA),
the value of Qatar’s total exports including exports of domestic goods and re-exports
amounted to QR138.8 billion,
an increase of QR56.2 billion
(68 percent) compared to the
third quarter of 2021 which
amounted to total exports of
QR 82.6 billion. This shows
an increase of nearly QR12.8
billion, or 10.2 percent, compared to the second quarter of
2022.
The Q3 2022 year-on-year
(Y-o-Y) increase in total exports was mainly due to higher
exports of mineral fuels, lubricants, and related materials
by QR54.2 billion (77.1 percent), chemicals and related
products by QR1 billion (13.2
percent), manufactured goods
classified chiefly by material
by QR0.6 billion (36.6 percent), miscellaneous manufactured articles by QR 0.4 billion
(184.2 percent).
On the other hand, decreases were recorded mainly
in Machinery and Transport
Equipment by QR 0.03 billion

The value of Qatar’s total exports including exports of domestic goods and re-exports amounted to QR138.8
billion in the third quarter of 2022.
(1.6 percent), and food and
live animals by QR 0.002 billion (7.7 percent).
The value of Qatar’s imports in the third quarter of
2022 was QR31.5 billion, an
increase of QR6.7 billion (27.1
percent) compared to the third
quarter of 2021 imports of
QR24.8 billion. It increased by
nearly QR4.1 billion, 15 percent, compared to the second
quarter of 2022.
The Q3 2022 (Y-o-Y) increase in imports values is

mainly due to increases in
miscellaneous manufactured
articles by QR 1.9 billion
(44.8 percent), machinery and
transport equipment by QR 1.6
billion (16.2 percent), food and
live animals by QR1.3 billion
(56 percent), manufactured
goods classified chiefly by material by QR0.8 billion (21.3
percent), chemicals and related products by QR 0.7 billion
(26.9 percent), mineral fuels,
lubricants and related materials by QR 0.3 billion (142.7

percent). On other hand, no
significant decrease was recorded in the third quarter of
2022.
During Q3 of 2022, Asia
was the principal destination
of Qatar’s exports and the first
origin of Qatar’s imports, representing 60.5 percent and
40.1 percent respectively, followed by the European Union,
accounting for 28.1 percent
and 26.4 percent respectively,
and GCC, with 8.3 percent and
6.2 percent respectively.

Boeing: Air cargo traffic to double in
the next 20 years as demand grows
Agencies
New York

Boeing, one of the world’s
biggest aviation companies,
has projected that air cargo
traffic will double in the next
two decades as the industry
shifts its focus to evolving demand following the coronavirus pandemic.
The expansion will be supported by a 57 per cent growth in
the global freighter fleet, which
would put it at 3,600 aircraft,
and will require about 2,800
new and converted freighters
for growth and replacement
until 2041, the Virginia-based
company said in its World Air
Cargo Forecast on Friday.
A third of deliveries will be
new jets, while the remainder
will come from conversions,
giving carriers the ability to in-

The expansion in air cargo traffic will be supported by a 57 percent growth
in the global freighter fleet.
crease their flexibility in existing
and emerging markets, it said.
“While the air cargo market is returning to a more normal pace after historic demand
in the last two years, structural
factors including express network growth, evolving supply

chain strategies and new cargomarket entrants are driving
sustained freighter demand,”
said Darren Hulst, Boeing’s
vice president of commercial
marketing.
“In the global transportation network, air freighters will

continue to be a critical enabler
to move high-value goods, in
increased volume across expanding markets.”
Air cargo was a rare bright
spot for airlines during the
travel-starved years of the
pandemic, prompting many to
convert older passenger jets to
freighters and to invest in new
cargo planes.
Strong e-commerce demand and the slower return
of passenger flights with cargo
belly capacity drove airlines
to snap up freighters during
the pandemic.
Global air cargo demand
in September fell 10.6 per
cent from the same month in
2021, but continued to remain
near pre-pandemic levels, the
International Air Transport
Association said in its latest
monthly update.

‘India remains a bright spot among strong global headwinds’
Agencies
New Delhi

There are two ways to look at
it. If one is determined to show
a negative picture, the choice is
obvious – India’s merchandise
exports in October 2022 fell
16.6 percent at $29.78 billion
as compared to $35.73 billion
in October 2021.
But, trade also comprises
services, one of the strengths
of New India, which believes
in its demographic dividend.
And why to leave services when
analysing trade performance?
When both goods and services

are combined, India’s total exports in October 2022 jumped
over 4 percent at $58.36 billion
at a time when the entire world,
including advanced economies,
are facing major headwinds.
Now, take the performance for the first seven
months of the current financial year (2022-23). According to provisional official data,
India’s merchandise (goods)
exports was $263.35 billion in
April-October 2022 compared
to $233.98 billion in AprilOctober 2021, an over 12.55%
jump. Services exports also
estimated to surge more than

31.4% from $138.01 billion in
April-October 2021 to $181.39
billion in April-October 2022.
(The latest official data also
clarifies that for the services
sector, it is an estimation for
October 2022, which would be
revised based on RBI’s subsequent release.)
The official data estimated
overall exports (merchandise and services combined)
in April-October 2022 at
$444.74 billion, a growth of
19.56% over the same period
last year. This is not a small
achievement vis-à-vis the
global trade environment.

HT on Thursday reported
that its merchandise exports
to seven out of its 10 top trading partners – the US, the
United Arab Emirates, China,
Bangladesh, the UK, Saudi
Arabia and Hong Kong – contracted year-on-year by 26
percent, 18 percent, 47.5 percent, 52.5 percent, 22 percent,
20 percent and 23.6 percent,
respectively in October as
their economies are slowing
down due to massive global
headwinds.
India is indeed a bright
spot, as its imports are expanding on contrary to other

major economies because of
strong domestic demands,
particularly for raw materials.
According to the latest official
data, India’s overall imports
in April-October 2022 are estimated to be $543.26 billion,
exhibiting a positive growth
of 33.8 percent over the same
period last year.
India is certainly above the
global average in all counts.
It is certainly a bright spot
at a time when major global
economies are slowing down.
This has been acknowledged
by global institutions. According to a World Trade Organi-

sation’s (WTO) projection,
the global merchandise trade
growth is expected to be 3.5
percent in 2022 and only 1
percent in 2023. Although
India’s share in global trade
is very low, a global demand
slump will hit India’s exports.
So far, India has performed well and going ahead,
it will improve its performance because of two reasons
– the top political leadership
believes in converting challenges into opportunities and
India’s current policy matrix is agile, flexible and well
calibrated.
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SHEIKHA MOZA MEETS UN CHIEF, WHO DIRECTOR-GENERAL

Her Highness Sheikha Moza bint Nasser, Chairperson of Education Above All Foundation and UN Sustainable Development
Goals (SDG) advocate, met on Sunday with Antonio Guterres, secretary-general of the United Nations, at the Sustainable
Development Goals Pavilion at the Al Bidda FIFA Fan Festival. During their meeting, they discussed topics of mutual interests
including Financing Education, reaching the SDG goals, and protecting education in times of conflict. Sheikha Moza toured
the site of the SDG Pavilion, including the tent designed by the late Architect Zaha Hadid and a sculpture garden which
included various artworks related to the 17 SDG goals. The pavilion will officially open Monday. (HHOPL/AR AL BAKER)

SHEIKHA JOWAHER MEETS CONSORTS OF LEADERS

Her Highness Sheikha Moza bint Nasser, Chairperson of Education Above All Foundation
and Qatar Foundation, met on Sunday with Dr Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus, DirectorGeneral of the World Health Organisation (WHO). During the meeting they discussed
nutrition of young people, mental health of displaced peoples and ongoing collaborations between the World Innovation Summit for Health (WISH) and the WHO.

FM MEETS EUROPEAN COMMISSION V-P
Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign Affairs HE Sheikh Mohammed bin Abdulrahman Al-Thani
met on Sunday with Vice-President of the European Commission for Promoting our European Way of
Life Margaritis Schinas. During the meeting, they discussed the relations of cooperation between Qatar
and the EU, especially in the area of fostering the partnership in security, social and cultural sectors and
the latest preparations to host FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022. The meeting addressed the efforts of Qatar
in the field of overhauling the labour laws and the legislations enacted by the state to safeguard the
rights of labourers. Vice-President of the European Commission lauded the preparations made Qatar to
make the major global football event a success. (QNA)

HH Consort of HH the Amir Sheikha Jowaher bint Hamad bin Suhaim Al Thani met with consorts of Their
Majesties, Highnesses and Excellencies leaders of sisterly and friendly countries at the opening ceremony
of the FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 at Al Bayt Stadium on Sunday evening. Sheikha Jowaher exchanged
views with consorts of Their Majesties, Highnesses and Excellencies on several topics, and welcomed
them to Qatar, wishing them a good stay. (QNA)

Dhow festival introduces
Football helps develop societies,
maritime heritage to public spread peace: Indonesian envoy
QNA
DOHA

THE Katara 12th Traditional
Dhow Festival, which kicked off
on Saturday, will continue until
December 18 at the Katara beach
esplanade with the participation
of Qatar along with eight sisterly
and friendly countries, including
Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, Sultanate
of Oman, Iraq, Yemen, India,
Turkey and Tanzania. The launch
of the festival came as part of Katara’s activities accompanying
the FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022.
The festival began with a
journey led by Al Sardal Saif
Al Sulaiti, in which 32 heritage
boats participated, and they left
Katara Beach, raising the flags of
the countries participating in the
FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 to
sail towards the Doha Corniche
and the beach of the MIA Park.
In his statement on this occasion, General Manager of Katara
Cultural Village Foundation Dr
Khalid Ibrahim Al Sulaiti said
that the 12th edition of Katara
Traditional Dhow Festival will
be exceptional and premium, because it coincides with the launch
of World Cup competitions.
He added that the festival
intends to offer different details
through its various sections that
would enrich the visitor’s information concerning the ancient
life in gulf countries generally, in

KHALID TAWALBEH
DOHA

addition to reviving traditional
marine sports through various
competitions.
For his part, Jihad Al Jaidah,
a member of the organizing committee of the Traditional Dhow
Festival, said the most important feature that distinguishes
the 12th edition of the Katara
Traditional Dhow Festival is the
period of time that lasts a month
instead of five days or a week as
it was in previous years, and its
activities continue until 1 am for
the first time. Competitions were

avoided in this version because
the organizing committee decided that culture and heritage
in Qatar should reach the fans of
the FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022.
The festival includes 50
pavilions for the participating
countries, which vary between
exhibitions of marine heritage
holdings and others for handicrafts and professions to introduce 43 handicrafts from the
marine heritage, in addition to
the marine competitions and
workshops.

AMBASSADOR of Indonesia to Qatar HE Ridwan
Hassan has highlighted the close and historical bilateral relations between Indonesia and Qatar, on
the occasion of Qatar’s hosting of the FIFA World
Cup 2022.
During an interview with Qatar Tribune, the
ambassador said that Qatar since winning the honour to host the World Cup 2022 had been preparing
well for this moment.
He said: “Qatar is the first Arab and Middle
Eastern country to host the FIFA World Cup, and
it has made very good preparations physically and
technically, and has done its best to make this edition [of the tournament] the best.”
“Qatar has also gone through many changes in
the labour and human rights sectors, as well as in
the infrastructure field during the last 12 years,” the
ambassador added.
The ambassador stressed that football plays
a great role in developing societies and spreading
peace. On the cultural side, the ambassador emphasized that a lot of cultural events that support the
process of building relationships and communication between peoples are happening these days in
Qatar.
The ambassador underlined the great role Indonesia has been playing culturally and politically
alongside Qatar. “We have now 22,000 Indonesian
residents in Qatar, and we don’t even know the exact number of people coming to Qatar as fans of the
World Cup. Our community has been a big supporter of Qatar’s preparations for this moment.”
He continued: “This edition of the World Cup is
unique, as it is being held on Arab Muslim soil. Besides, Qatar is a small country and stadiums are close

Ambassador of Indonesia to Qatar HE Ridwan Hassan with the reporter
to one another, so fans can easily move from one stadium to another to watch more than a match a day.
“Al Hamdullilah, I had the opportunity to visit
the stadiums. I visited Al Bayt stadium during the
Arab Cup with a group of ambassadors. We also had
the chance to visit Lusail stadium. They are good facilities. Qatar has also ensured easy mobility for fans
during the World Cup tournament.”
“Next year is very important for us, because
we will be hosting a great sport event -- FIFA U-20
World Cup Indonesia 2023. So, we can learn a lot
from Qatar’s hosting of this very important sporting
event,” the ambassador added.
The Indonesian ambassador reiterated that
Indonesia and Qatar enjoy very good bilateral relationship, through continuous mutual visits as well
as cultural and political cooperation. “We have cooperated in the Afghanistan peace process and we
have very good cooperation in trade,” he said.
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Amir hosts reception for leaders of countries & heads
of delegations attending FIFA WC Qatar 2022 opening
QNA
Doha

His Highness the Amir of
State of Qatar Sheikh Tamim
bin Hamad Al Thani held on
Sunday evening a reception
ceremony for Their Majesties, Excellencies and Highnesses leaders of sisterly and
friendly nations, and heads
of delegations participating
in the FIFA World Cup Qatar
2022 opening ceremony at Al
Bayt Stadium.
The reception ceremony
was attended by Personal
Representative of HH the
Amir HH Sheikh Jassim bin
Hamad Al-Thani.
It was attended by HM
King Abdullah II bin Hussein
of Jordan, President of Algeria Abdelmadjid Tebboune,
President of Egypt Abdel Fattah El Sisi, President of Palestine Mahmoud Abbas and
President of Turkey Recep
Tayyip Erdogan.
The ceremony was also attended by HRH Crown Prince

and Prime Minister of Saudi
Arabia Prince Mohammed
bin Salman bin Abdulaziz Al
Saud, representative of HH
the Amir of Kuwait Crown
Prince HH Sheikh Mishal AlAhmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah,
HRH Crown Prince of Jordan
Hussein bin Abdullah II, Vice
President and Prime Minis-

ter of the UAE and Ruler of
Dubai HH Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum,
Crown Prince of Dubai HH
Sheikh Hamdan bin Mohammed Al Maktoum, Minister
of Culture, Youth and Sports
of the Sultanate of Oman and
Representative of HM the
Sultan of Oman HH Theya-

zin bin Haitham Al Said, and
Caretaker Prime Minister of
Lebanon Najib Mikati.
The reception was also attended by President of Senegal Macky Sall, President of
Rwanda Paul Kagame, President of Liberia George Weah,
Vice-President of Ecuador Alfredo Borrero, UN Secretary-

General Antonio Guterres,
President of the International
Olympic Committee Thomas
Bach, Aide to the President
of Russia Igor Levitin, Vice
President of India Jagdeep
Dhankhar, Vice President
Venezuela Delcy Eloina Rodriguez. The ceremony was
also attended by FIFA Presi-

dent Gianni Infantino.
HH the Amir discussed
with dignitaries a number of topics pertaining to
the FIFA World Cup Qatar
2022. HH the Amir welcomed them in Qatar, wishing them a good stay and the
participating teams well in
the competition.

Amir participates in FIFA Executive Summit

His Highness the Amir of
State of Qatar Sheikh Tamim
bin Hamad Al Thani participated in the Executive
Summit of the International
Federation of Football As-

sociations (FIFA), chaired
by President of FIFA Gianni
Infantino, at Fairmont Doha
Hotel on Sunday.
At the beginning of the
summit, a film recounting the

glimpses of the history of the
FIFA World Cup tournaments
was screened, after which President of FIFA Gianni Infantino
in a speech welcomed the attendees and congratulated Qa-

tar for hosting the World Cup.
HH the Amir delivered a
speech in which he welcomed
the FIFA officials, heads of national football federations and
legends of the game, wishing

them success in the work of the
summit.
After that, HH the Amir
received a souvenir from Infantino, on the occasion of the summit. The summit was attended

by HH Personal Representative
of HH the Amir Sheikh Jassim
bin Hamad Al Thani, in addition to several senior officials in
the country and national football federations. (QNA)
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Valencia brace makes
Ecuador fly high at Al Bayt

At their fourth World
Cup, Ecuador are
dreaming of surpassing
their previous best
showing at the finals
when they reached
the last 16 in 2006
Ikoli Victor
Doha

After a scintillating opening
ceremony of the FIFA World
Cup Qatar 2022, Ecuador defeated hosts Qatar 2-0 in the
opening match of the biggest
football showpiece at the Al
Bayt Stadium on Sunday.
Qatar, competing in their
first FIFA World Cup, had
home fans cheering from start
to finish, but the South Americans, competing for the fourth
time, entered the game as favourites. Qatar were hoping to
follow in the footsteps of Senegal, who won their first game
in the tournament in 2002, defeating defending champions
France 1-0. But it was not to be.
“Obviously this was not
what we were hoping for,” Qatar’s coach Felix Sanchez said
of Sunday’s curtain raiser for
the tournament.
“There is no excuse, I want
to congratulate our opponents
Ecuador. There is a lot of room
for improvement.
“We did not play at our best
level. Maybe the responsibility
and the nerves got the better of
us. We just have to let go and
forget about it and be more
competitive. We can do it.”
Only three minutes into the
game, Ecuador captain Enner
Valencia scored on a goalkeeper error by Saad Al Sheeb, who
failed to punch a simple ball
inside his box away from danger. Following a VAR review,
however, the goal was ruled
out. But the relief for Qatar was
shortlived.
Ecuador maintained their
dominance, despite the fact
that they didn’t have any clear
chances since Valencia thought
he had put them ahead.
Soon enough, Valencia
scored from the penalty spot
in the 16th minute after being
brought down inside the box by
goalkeeper Saad Al Sheeb, who
was then booked. The striker
waited for the keeper to jump
before slotting it into the far
right post. It was a nightmare
start to the World Cup for the
Al Sadd goalkeeper.
Things were becoming too
tight for the Qatari midfield to
coordinate passes and attack,
resulting in striker Almoez Ali
receiving a yellow card for a
foul on Valencia in the 22nd
minute, the second card to a
Qatari after Al Sheeb’s earlier
caution resulting in the penalty.
After Karim Boudiaf was
dispossessed, Ecuador’s Caicedo made a good run into Qatar’s half and released teammate Felix Torres wide on the
right flank, whipping a fine
cross into the box that evaded
everyone including Estrada but
arrived at the head of Valencia.
The Fenerbahce striker
headed the ball with perfection to beat Al Sheeb in the 31st
minute for his second of the
match.
Valencia’s brace increased
his World Cup goal tally to five,
making him his country’s highest goal scorer in the tourna-

Ecuador’s forward 13 Enner Valencia (C) scores his team’s second goal past Qatar’s defender Homam Ahmed during the FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 Group A opening match at the Al Bayt
Stadium on Sunday. Ecuador won 2-0. (AFP)

SCORELINE

Qatar

0

		

We managed to score a
couple of quick goals which
helped us to get control of the
game and win the three points
... We think we can go very far
and perform well.
Ecuador players celebrate with their supporters after they won the FIFA World Cup 2022 Group A opening
match against Qatar at the Al Bayt Stadium on Sunday. (AFP)

Football fans of Ecuador celebrate in the streets after defeating Qatar in the opening match of FIFA World
Cup 2022 in Quito, Ecuador, on Sunday. (AFP)

Enner Valencia of Ecuador
ment history, surpassing Agustin Delgado’s three goals.
“I dreamt so many times
about winning this opening
match. This was a dream that I
managed to score and help my
team get the three points,” Valencia said later.
“We managed to score a
couple of quick goals which
helped us to get control of the
game and win the three points
... We think we can go very far
and perform well.”
Qatar nearly cut the deficit
before the break, but Almoez
Ali headed wide from six yards
after Hassan Al Haydos curled
a brilliant first-time cross from
the right flank.
Ecuador went into the
break with a two-goal lead,
leaving Qatar with the option of
chasing the game in the second
half after a tense start.
Despite his nervousness, Al
Sheeb made a save to deny Ro-

|

Ecuador

2

Enner Valencia
16’ (P), 31’

mario Ibarra after Bassam Al
Rawi gave possession to Mendez.
As the game wore on, Qatar’s midfield and attack line
failed to deliver, forcing coach
Felix Sanchez to substitute captain Haydos for Mohammed
Waad and Almoez for fellow
striker Mohammed Muntari.
Muntari’s first contribution was a first-time volley that
nearly resulted in a goal for the
hosts, but his effort rippled the
roof of the net in the dying minutes of the game.
Between the two halves,
there were only eleven shots,
with Qatar taking five and Ecuador taking six. Ecuador had
53% of the possession, while
Qatar had 47%.
At their fourth World Cup,
Ecuador are dreaming of surpassing their best ever previous
showing at the finals when they
reached the last 16 in 2006.
Coach Gustavo Alfaro will
be happy that his players put
aside the furore over defender
Byron Castillo, who was left at
home to avoid further controversy after they faced possible
expulsion in a complaint by
Chile over his nationality status.
On Friday, Qatar will face
African champions Senegal,
while Ecuador will face the
Netherlands.
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SPECTACULAR DAY 1

Maroon shone bright at the Al Bayt Stadium on Sunday
evening as a cheering throng bore witness to history being made.
The Arab world’s first-ever World Cup got off to a spectacular
start as hosts Qatar took on Ecuador in a packed stadium
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Group B: England vs Iran (4pm) Khalifa International Stadium

Queiroz hoping
for Iran’s fighting

to get

spirit

past England
In Qatar, Iran’s dream is to reach the group stage for the
first time in their World Cup history
Vinay Nayudu

T

Doha

wo key facts stand
out as hopeful as ever
England take on Iran
in their opening Group
B match of the FIFA World
Cup Qatar at the Khalifa International Stadium on Monday. One: England haven’t
won in their past six competitive matches going into the
game against Iran; Two: Iran
are playing in their third successive World Cup (out of five
appearances) but have never
progressed beyond the group
stage.
But England seem to have
more worries for now than
Iran. Gareth Southgate’s side
will be without defender Kyle
Walker and midfielder James
Maddision and given the criticism the manager has faced
about the team in the recent
past, he will really need his
team to make a telling start to
their campaign.
Wales and USA are the other teams in the group and the
former too are eager to take on
the battle adding to the jostle
for the Round of 16.

Iran’s seasoned coach Carlos Queiroz believes a fighting
spirit is key if his side are to
stand a chance against England.
Having faced the challenges
of Spain, Portugal and Morocco back in 2018, walking away
with four points and finishing
third in the group, Queiroz’s
young Iran side back then are
four years more experienced
now and look more capable of
navigating the challenges presented in the current group
stage.
“As was the case in 2014
and 2018, our expectation is
the same, said Queiroz. “To
play every game trying to win,
to play good football, create entertainment for the fans. This
is our goal and game by game,
if we play as we want starting
with this difficult game against
England, we can get the number of points that give us a possibility to be in the next round.
That is a dream.”
After a superb qualifying campaign that saw them
concede just four goals in 10
games, Queiroz’s charges’ latest set of preparation matches
saw them narrowly edge Nica-

ragua thanks to a Mehdi Torabi strike, yet they fell short

Iran supporters pose outside of
the FIFA Fan Festival at Al Bidda
park in Doha on Sunday. (AFP)

As was the case in 2014
and 2018, our expectation is
the same. To play every
game trying to win, to play
good football, create
entertainment for the fans.
Iran coach Carlos Queiroz

Iran’s Portuguese coach Carlos Queiroz attends a press conference at the Qatar National Convention Center
(QNCC) in Doha on Sunday, on the eve of their FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 match against England. (AFP)
against Tunisia, a 2-0 loss in
which they managed to give 45
minute run outs for all players.
“England are one of the
best teams in the world. They
are a serious candidate to be
in the final, to win medals and
even to be world champions.
They reached a wonderful position last time out by being in
the semi-final.
“We can only be at the level
of effort of England to produce
a good game. We need to play
every moment of the game with
a unique spirit and a fighting
mentality.”
Having been in charge for
an eight-year reign that included the 2014 and 2018 FIFA
World Cups, the Portuguese
tactician only took charge of
Team Melli for a second stint
last September following spells
in charge of Colombia and
Egypt.
If there was is defining feature of Iran under Queiroz, it
would be their impenetrable
defence.
Prior to the 3-0 defeat that
spelled the end of his first reign,
Queiroz’s Iran did not concede
a single goal in five AFC Asian
Cup matches. In fact, his record
in international competitions
with Team Melli reads 10 clean

sheets in 16 matches
Under Queiroz, Iran lineup in a 4-3-3 formation with
Saeed Ezatolahi anchoring the
midfield, either partnered with
a second defensive-minded
midfielder or with two boxto-box players supporting in
both phases of play. The trio of
Alireza Jahanbakhsh, Sardar
Azmoun and Taremi often bear
the attacking burden with fullbacks rarely asked to charge
into attacking areas.
The attacking trio of Jahanbakhsh, Azmoun and Taremi
are Iran’s most valuable assets,
but beyond them, a number
of players will be crucial for
Team Melli in a tournament
where they will have to endure
extended spells of opposition
pressing.
Iran goalkeeper Alireza
Beiranvand is primed to repeat
his 2018 heroics which saw him
save a Cristiano Ronaldo penalty while captain Ehsan Hajsafi
is one of Queiroz’s most loyal
lieutenants and his experience
and flexibility will see him play
a crucial role whether he starts
at left-back, central midfield or
left wing.
Should Iran need an impact
sub, Queiroz can turn to the
likes of Saman Ghoddos, Ka-

rim Ansarifard or Vahid Amiri,
with at least one of them set
to start on the bench in each
match.
England have had a stable
base to build on since 2016
with Gareth Southgate at the
helm, reaching the semi-final
stage of the Russia World Cup
in 2018 but ultimately finishing in fourth place, then taking a proverbial step further in
reaching the UEFA European
Championships 2020 final but
lost out to Italy.
“We are in the middle of an
economic recession and life has
been difficult for a lot of our
people,” said Southgate.
“We want them to enjoy
their football and have a journey with the team that brings
some real happiness. We are all
hoping to focus on the football
now. It has been a complicated
build up with issues discussed
for the last 12 months and beyond that for us.
“This is the biggest moment
of our players’ careers to play in
a World Cup.”
Indeed, for even as England
fans and followers back home
clamour over Qatar World Cup,
they would need to be wary of
their dangerous opponents.
(inputs AFC)


Defence the doubt as England get set
Questions about leaky defence provide main concern for England as they look to launch another long tournament run
Fifa
Doha

Questions about a suddenly leaky defence provide
the main concern for England
as they look to launch another
long tournament run, starting
against Iran.
It was Steven Gerrard this
week who summed up a question occupying the minds of
many who follow England’s
national team. “I think the
big challenge for England is
whether we can find the right
personnel and find the right
partnerships in defence,” said
the former England captain.
Since Gareth Southgate’s
men secured their place at their
seventh successive FIFA World
Cup, the form and fitness of
Southgate’s favoured lieutenants in the backline has become
a matter of concern.
England conceded just
three goals in qualifying. By
contrast, in their current sixmatch winless run – their worst
sequence since 1993 – they
have kept just one clean sheet.
Harry Maguire is a particular
cause for concern. Named in
UEFA’s Team of the Tournament at EURO 2020, he has
lost his place in Manchester
United’s starting XI and made
errors before two of Germany’s
goals in September’s 3-3 Wembley draw.
Maguire has been one of
three defensive mainstays in
England’s major tournaments
under Southgate: he, John

Stones and Kyle Walker featured in every game that mattered at Russia 2018. At EURO
2020, Southgate included him
in his squad despite an ankle
problem, and Maguire rewarded that faith by playing alongside Stones and Walker in five
consecutive matches as England finished runners-up.
Yet Matthew Upson, the
former England centre-back,
sees a dilemma now for the
manager between “players
who can be relied upon” and
“whoever is in form”. Speaking to FIFA+, he elaborates:
“Those performances that
Harry Maguire put in in Russia
are four years ago and a lot has
happened since then.
“A midfield player can get
caught on the ball and there are
still two layers to go through.
But with a centre-back or goalkeeper those errors through
not being sharp or confident
enough are more glaring.
There’s bigger pressure when
you’re not in good form.”
Of the squad’s other possible central defenders, Southgate said on the eve of the Iran
fixture that Walker was unlikely to be risked for this first
fixture even if the Manchester
City man has been progressing
well in his recovery after groin
surgery (with Stones, incidentally, filling his full-back berth
for their club). Upson sees other options for Southgate, starting with Eric Dier – a key figure in Russia but left out of the
EURO – who featured in both

England’s forward Harry Kane (2nd L) and England’s coach Gareth
Southgate (2nd R) give a press conference at the Qatar National
Convention Centre (QNCC) in Doha on Sunday, on the eve of their
FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 Group B match against Iran. (AFP)
of September’s UEFA Nations
League games.
“I look at the last few games
and Dier has been one of the
most consistent performers in
terms of how well he uses the
ball,” says Upson, a member
of England’s back line at South
Africa 2020, who is here in Qatar as an analyst for BBC Radio
5 Live and BBC Sounds. “If he
[Southgate] uses a three Dier
is comfortable playing in the
middle of that three.”
Southgate, when announcing his squad, said he had gone
for “more experienced defend-

ers”. Yet Upson likes the look
of Arsenal’s Ben White as a
potential alternative as the
right-sided centre-back, citing
the “versatility and mobility”
he would bring in Walker’s absence. “He is playing in a team
top of the Premier League and
doing well and is quick across
the ground.” (On the flipside he
has only four caps and just one
England appearance in a back
three.)
Whether Southgate does
stick with a three – as in both
September fixtures – is a moot
point too. In Russia, England

Look, our challenge is to give our supporters a
tournament that’s memorable.
England manager Gareth Southgate

succeeded with a 3-5-2 structure. At the EURO, he took a
more flexible approach starting with a 4-3-3 but switching
to a three against Germany in
the round of 16 and Italy in the
final (when Luke Shaw, the left
wing-back, scored a goal set up
by a cross from Kieran Trippier, his counterpart on the
right).
Speaking to the media in
September, Southgate said that
“the defenders that are playing
well are playing in back threes”
yet some good judges anticipate that against Iran, England will revert to a 4-3-3 with
Southgate putting his faith in
Stones and Maguire as his centre-back pairing.
The thinking goes that,
with Iran sitting deep, 4-3-3 is
a more adventurous formation.
However, Upson offers a
different viewpoint. “A lot of
people think you can’t play a
back three against Iran but it
can be very positive, especially
if you have a midfield player
like Declan Rice who is very
able to drop into the centreback area, wide areas. He is
very instinctively good at reading those positions so you can
afford to push high up the pitch
and play wing-backs who are
very attacking.”
With the attacking thrust
of Jude Bellingham alongside
Rice, the middle of the field is a
source of optimism, as Gerrard
also vouched. It is the defence
which holds the doubts as England seek a winning start for

Fact file
England have not won in
their past six competitive
matches going into the
game against Iran
Iran are playing in their third
successive World Cup and
have qualified five times
overall, but have never progressed from the group
stage
England have contested 16
World Cups but have won
the tournament just once, in
1966
Iran scored 49 goals and
conceded eight in Asian
qualifying, winning 14 or
their 18 matches to reach
Qatar
Iran won the Asian Cup
three times in a row, from
1968-1976
England won eight of their
10 qualifying matches, scoring 39 times and conceding
only three goals
Previous meetings: England
and Iran have never played
each other in a competitive
match
the third tournament running
under Southgate.
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Van Dijk

Amazing

to captain
my country:
Virgil van Dijk reveals his pride at
leading the Netherlands at Qatar
2022; reveals desire to “achieve
something beautiful” and lauds
teammates Frenkie de Jong and
Memphis Depay
It’s amazing. It’s something I’ve been looking
forward to for so long. It was a huge disappointment to
miss out of the last World Cup. It was a very difficult time
for me and for all the Dutch people. So it feels amazing to
finally be going to the World Cup. It’s a boyhood dream to
represent your country in the World Cup. In my case it’s
extra special because I get to captain the team. I hope we
can achieve something special..
Virgil van Dijk

H

e’s the rock who
astonishingly went 65
games without being
dribbled past in the
superstar-stacked Premier
League; the defender who
was a few votes shy of belying
positional politics and denying
Lionel Messi another The Best
FIFA Men’s Player award; the
man Michael Owen championed above Bobby Moore,
Franz Beckenbauer, Daniel
Passarella, Franco Baresi,
Marcel Desailly and Fabio
Cannavaro and named the
best centre-back in football
history. Yet 31-year-old Virgil
van Dijk has never played in a
major international competition. That is, finally, about to
change. The Liverpool No 4 is
set to captain the Netherlands
at the FIFA World Cup Qatar
2022.
Van Dijk tells FIFA he’s bursting with pride over that, and
discusses the quality of
Frenkie de Jong and Memphis Depay, and the Oranje’s
desire to “achieve something
special”.
You tore your ACL in October
2020, which caused you to
miss the start of Qatar 2022
qualifying and the UEFA
EURO. How difficult was
that?
It was very difficult. We’d
worked really hard to get to
the European Championship
and I got injured at a critical
time. I worked as hard as I
could to be able to recover
and rejoin the national team
in time. Unfortunately it
wasn’t possible. Liverpool
weren’t doing well either. You
want to help. I felt powerless,

which sucks. I first reported
back for national-team duty
for some important World Cup
qualifiers in September 2021.
We knew we had to give it our
all, we did, and fortunately we
managed to make it to the
World Cup.
Since your return, the Netherlands are unbeaten…
That is true, but it isn’t just
me. I understand that I have
a lot of influence within the
squad, because I’m the captain and play in an important
position which can influence
the way the team plays a lot,
through leadership and organisation. But in the end we have
to win games together. I think
we have an amazing team
with a lot of quality.
How does it feel to be set to
play in your first World Cup?
It’s amazing. It’s something
I’ve been looking forward to
for so long. It was a huge
disappointment to miss out of
the last World Cup. It was a
very difficult time for me and
for all the Dutch people. So
it feels amazing to finally be
going to the World Cup. It’s a
boyhood dream to represent
your country in the World Cup.
In my case it’s extra special
because I get to captain the
team. I hope we can achieve
something special.
How proud does it make you
feel to captain the Netherlands?
Very proud. I don’t think I can
put into words how proud
it makes me to captain my
country, because it’s so special to me. For me, as a young
even think
boy, I didn’t

about playing for the Dutch
national team one day. It was
a dream, but I never thought it
was realistic. So to make my
debut for the national team in
2015 was very special, but to
be made captain when Ronald
Koeman was our coach was
extra special. It’s something
that I enjoy so much and try
not to take for granted.
what do you think of your
coach Louis van Gaal?
He has a lot of qualities.
I think he is special in the
way he communicates. He’s
very honest and straight to
the point, and I think that it
is working out for us. I don’t
have a bad word to say about
him. I like it when someone is
very direct and to the point,
while still remaining respectful, because that is the most
important thing. He goes all
out to make sure that we are
all on the same wavelength.
During his career he been
through a lot and worked with
incredible players, so he has a
lot of experience he can pass
on. We can all learn a lot from
him.
What do you think of your
Group A opponents?
A World Cup is never going to
be easy. It doesn’t matter who
you have to play against. But
I think Senegal is going to be
the toughest match-up of the
three. Ecuador are also very
tough opponents and they
play differently to other teams.
Every match will be a new
challenge and it’s not going to
be easy.

player you’d like to face at
Qatar 2022?
I’d certainly like to play
against Brazil.
How important is Memphis
Depay to the team?
Very important. Firstly because of the goals he scores,
the assists he provides, his
ability to keep the ball, the
way he links up with players
around him and all the hard
work he puts in. He’s just an
excellent player. He’s not just
an important factor on the
pitch, but also off it. With his
personality, other players look
up to him and listen to him,
which is a great asset for us.
He’s one of the most important players in the squad.
But ultimately a player has
to deliver on the pitch, and
Memphis certainly does.
What about the midfield duo
of Frenkie de Jong and Davy
Klaassen…
They have different qualities,
but I think they really complement each other. I think that
Frenkie is one of the best
midfielders of the world. He’s
excellent with the ball, but he
also works really hard and has
tremendous stamina. Just like
Memphis, I think he’s one of
the most important players
in our squad. Hopefully he
can be at his best in Qatar
and can inspire us to some
great results. As for Davy, he’s
come up with goals at very
important moments. Hopefully
he can continue doing that.

Is there a particular team or

Netherland’s defender Virgil van Dijk (C) takes a break during training at Qatar University training site in Doha on Sunday. (AFP)

Senegal coach says task sans Mane ‘a great challenge’
dpa
Al Ruwais (Qatar)

Senegal face “a great challenge” at the World Cup without their injured top star Sadio
Mane, coach Aliou Cisse has
said.
“It is a shame for Sadio and
the team,” Cisse said on the eve
of their first game on Monday
against the Netherlands that
Mané’s absence.
“It is a big challenge for
us because all coaches build
their teams around their best
player.” Senegal captain Mané
helped the nation win a first Africa Cup of Nations title earlier
in the year and was named African Player of the Year.
But he misses the World
Cup with a right fibula injury
he sustained while playing for
his club Bayern Munich earlier
in the month and underwent
surgery on Thursday.
Cissé said he would not
change tactics in the wake of
Mané’s injury and still expects
the team to do well due to their
experience from the 2018 tournament and the continental
title which “give us lots of confidence.”
The coach said that Mane’s
injury dominated the headlines
lately beyond Senegal as “people around and the whole football family is saddened.
“He is the second best player in the world, he represents

the African continent as well as
Senegal. I received phone calls
from around the world saying
they are very sad,” Cisse said.
Senegal are not intimidated by the strong Dutch as
they have won their two previous openers at a World Cup,

in 2002 an upset over then
title holders France and 2018
against Poland.
Their other two opponents
in Group A are hosts Qatar and
Ecuador who play the opening
match of the tournament later
Sunday.

It is a big
challenge for us
because all coaches
build their teams around
their best player.
Senegal coach Aliou Cisse
on Sadio Mane’s injury
and absence

Fact file
Netherlands are unbeaten in
their last 15 matches.
The Netherlands’ last defeat
was against the Czech
Republic in the last 16
at Euro 2020.
The Dutch are three times
runners-up but failed to
qualify for Russia 2018.
Senegal are one of three
African countries to reach a
World Cup quarter-final.

(TOP RIGHT) Senegal’s coach Aliou Cisse attends a press conference
at the Qatar National Convention Center (QNCC) in Doha on Sunday, on
the eve of their FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 Group A match against the
Netherlands. (AFP)

Senegal were unbeaten
in their last four warm-up
matches before the
tournament.
Previous meetings: The
teams have never previously
met at the World Cup.
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Bale right where he wants

to be ahead of Wales’
historic World Cup return

USA’s forward Christian Pulisic (C) takes part in a training session
at the Al Gharafa Training Site on Saturday. (AFP)

USA’s aim is to
fight to win the
World Cup: Pulisic

C

hristian Pulisic discusses how having
players at big European clubs has benefitted USA, their supporters and
targets for Qatar 2022

good job of motivating the players. In that sense I think he
does a great job. He creates a
really good environment for us
to want to go out to compete
and win together.

Don’t count Christian Pulisic
among the masses expectation-shrinking. Pressure, after
all, is something this kid from
Hershey relishes.
As an 11-year-old, he had a
trial at Chelsea. He moved to
Germany at 15. He made his
USA debut at 17. He captained
his country at just 20. He has
welcomed comparisons to
Luis Figo and Eden Hazard,
and being tipped to outrank
Landon Donovan and become
the greatest American player of
all time. Being called ‘Captain
America’ and ‘The Lebron
James of Soccer’ is something
that makes him swell with
pride rather than tremble with
fear.
Naturally then, Pulisic is shooting for the stars at the FIFA
World Cup Qatar 2022.
He spoke to FIFA+ about USA’s
targets, the coaching of Gregg
Berhalter and the supporters.

How much of an advantage
is it to have so many players
based at big European clubs
such as Arsenal, Borussia
Dortmund, Chelsea, Juventus
and Milan?
It’s great to have so many guys
playing at the highest level in
Europe. Look at where we’re at
as a country now. You compare
that to a couple of years ago.
We have a bunch of players at
top clubs. That’s only going to
make us better and make our
team stronger.

After missing out on Russia
2018, how motivated were
you to make it to Qatar 2022?
Christian Pulisic: I was motivated the first time around (for
2018). But missing that World
Cup gave me a little bit of an
extra push, remembering that
moment, just missing out, being so close. It definitely gave
me some motivation to make
sure we did the job this time
round. We got the job done,
it was a big accomplishment.
Now we’re really excited for the
World Cup.

What is USA’s aim at Qatar
2022?
The team’s aims are to go and
compete with the best teams
in the world and to fight to
win the tournament. It’s never
going to be easy of course,
but I think if we play the way

So too are the US supporters.
What are the American Outlaws and the other fans like?
The American Outlaws and all
the other US supporters have
been fantastic. Especially the
ones who travel… they want
to be with us throughout this
whole process, they trust us.
They mean a lot and they help
the sport grow in America as
well.
What’s Gregg Berhalter like
as a coach?
Gregg is a really good playercoach. The guys really want
to play for him, push for him,
work hard and play hard as a
team. I think he does a really

USA have one of the youngest
squads at Qatar 2022. What
do you think of this?
I think it’s a positive. We have
a lot of hungry players who really just want to push and get
better. Most of us have grown
up together and played in the
youth national teams. We know
each other well. I think it’s a
really good balance.

Stat Facts
Wales are playing in the
World Cup finals for the first
time in 64 years, while the
U.S. return after failing to
qualify for the 2018 edition.

I’m right where I want to be, I’m here. I’m ready to go, says the star
STATS Perform/dpa
Wales captain Gareth Bale is
right where he wants to be
ahead of leading his country
into their second ever World
Cup campaign.
Rob Page’s team face the
United States on Monday in
what is Wales’ first World Cup
match since a quarter-final loss
to Brazil in 1958.
Brazil great Pele scored his
first goal for the Selecao in that
match, becoming the competition’s youngest goalscorer (17
years and 239 days) - a record
that stands heading into the
2022 edition of the tournament.
Bale comes into the World
Cup on the back of coming off
the bench to net Los Angeles
FC’s extra-time equaliser in
the MLS Cup, which finished
3-3 against the Philadelphia
Union, with LAFC winning on
penalties.
After that match in October, the former Real Madrid
forward revealed he was still
not at 100 per cent fitness,
though at a press conference in
Doha on Sunday, Bale put any
concerns over his condition to
bed.
“I’m right where I want to
be, I’m here,” he said. “It’s the
night before the first game and
I’m ready to go.
“We’ve all been training
hard the last week, adapting to
the heat, the time zones and we
have no excuses now - we’ve
put all the hard work in and
now it’s game time.
“Hopefully we can step up
and deliver what needs to be
delivered.” Bale is Wales’ record goalscorer in major international tournaments, having
played a big part in his side’s
run to the semi-finals of
Euro 2016 and the
last 16 of Euro
2020, when he
captained
the team.
“It’s

Wales’ forward Gareth Bale attends a press conference at the Qatar
National Convention Center (QNCC) in Doha on Sunday, on the eve of
the FIFA World Qatar 2022 match between the USA and Wales. (AFP)

We’ve all been
training the last week, adapting to the time zones and we
have no excuses now - we’ve
put all the hard work and
now it’s game time.
Gareth Bale
an incredible feeling, one
as a kid you dream of, but
to actually be in the team
that achieves it is an honour to do it for our
country,” Bale said
of playing at a
World Cup.
“It’s going
to be a fun
time for
us, one
we want
to enjoy
and have
fun like
we always
do as a national team.
“We’re in
our own little bubble here,
but we get sent
links and videos
in our WhatsApp
group of what’s going
on back home.
“We can see
the tensions building.
They’re
wearing their
bucket hats

The last time Wales played in
the World Cup, in 1958, they
reached the quarter-finals,
suffering a 1-0 defeat to
eventual champions Brazil as
Pele scored the winner.
The U.S. reached the final 16
in their last appearance in
2014, suffering a 2-1 defeat
to Belgium.
Wales qualified for the Qatar
World Cup beating Ukraine
1-0 in a playoff final after a
2-1 victory over Austria in the
last four.

USA’s Christian Pulisic (L) and DeAndre Yedlin (R) stand on the
ground during a familiarization visit at the Ahmad Bin Ali Stadium,
ahead of their FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 opening clash against
Wales on Monday. (AFP)

more and the shirts are out.
We can feel the love and we’re
going to try to do them proud.
We’re doing it for our country.
“Every World Cup [I’ve
seen], there’s never been a
Wales flag. For the youngsters
now, to have Wales in the
World Cup will be an incredible
experience to have.” Bale’s sentiment was echoed by manage
Page, who said: “I’ve spent the
last week with them. They’re
ready, absolutely ready, I won’t
need to fire them up.
“We’ve got a gameplan,
we’ve done a lot of analysis.
They’ve waited a long time for
it. It’s been a difficult process to
get here, with the emotions we
had to manage in the Ukraine
[play-off] game.
“I thought the lads showed
true class on that day as well,
showed they can manage emotions - it’ll be no different.”
Page also confirmed influential midfielder Joe Allen, a
major fitness doubt ahead of
the tournament, will play no
part against the US after failing
to fully recover from a hamstring injury.

Moore’s long road to World Cup with Wales
The Wales forward has spent
his career toiling up and down
the divisions but is finally at his
peak and defences at the World
Cup best be prepared
Some 831 players have
made it to the FIFA World Cup
Qatar 2022 but very few have
had to fight for their place there
quite like Kieffer Moore.
The Wales striker, who is
set to lead the line against USA
on Monday in the nation’s first
World Cup match for 64 years,
has played for no less than 12
clubs in a 10-year career, taking him from England’s nonleague system, via Norway, all
the way to the Premier League.
Moore’s journey contrasts
with that of some of his Wales
team-mates such as Gareth
Bale and Aaron Ramsey but
he is immensely proud of the
route he has taken.
“I slowly made my way up,
slowly made my way down and
slowly made my way back up
again,” said Moore, now in the

Premier League with Bournemouth. “I spent a lot of time in
non-league. My path has been
very different to a lot of players. It
has been a very special journey.”
Moore, who at 6 ft 5 is one of
the tallest players at the World
Cup, began his career in 2012
with semi-professional Truro
City in the sixth level of English
football. Despite being only 20
in a physically demanding and
unforgiving league, he scored
13 goals in 22 games.
“He was a specimen. He

Kieffer Moore of Wales.

was ripped, he worked in a gym
at the time and he was in unbelievable shape,” former Truro
team-mate Stewart Yetton told
FIFA+. “It’s easy to get bullied
at that level but he was physically dominating at that age.
It’s quite easy for some talented
youngsters to believe their own
hype but he wasn’t like that, he
was very grounded.
“He was someone who
would get his head down, listen
and work hard. You could see
that was ingrained in him. You

need a bit of luck in football but
I’m not surprised by where he
is now, he had something a little bit different.”
Moore’s performances for
Truro and then Dorchester
Town led to him climbing four
divisions up the football pyramid to sign for Yeovil Town in
the Championship in 2013 but
he departed in 2015. He went
to try his luck with Viking in
the Norwegian top flight but his
season abroad was a disappointment and soon he was back in
non-professional football.
“Before that point of returning, I was thinking, ‘I don’t
really know where I go from
here.’ I knew I had to go to a
team where I had to shine. For
me, personally, going away and
not experiencing great times
and being away from my family, it re-lit the fire in my belly
that I wanted to get everything
out of football,” Moore told
Wales Online. (Fifa.com)
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Neves: Ronaldo will
be ‘phenomenal’
No controversy in
dressing room,
insists Neves

Portugal’s forward Cristiano
Ronaldo (R) and Portugal’s
defender Ruben Dias take
part in a training session at
Shahaniya Sports Club in Al
Samriya, on Sunday. (AFP)

STATS Perform/dpa
Doha

Cristiano Ronaldo will be “phenomenal” at the World Cup as long as Portugal
meet expectations as a collective, according to his teammate Ruben Neves.
Ronaldo has been at the centre of a
media storm over the past week after he
took part in an astonishing interview with
broadcaster Piers Morgan.
During the one-on-one, Ronaldo was
largely scathing of Manchester United,
criticising the board, young players and
manager, Erik ten Hag.
United confirmed on Thursday they
have dealt with the matter, though they
did not disclose what punishment had
been handed out to Ronaldo.
He was then reported as being ill
when absent for Portugal’s pre-World
Cup friendly with Nigeria on Thursday,
but he returned to training two days later.
Despite the hysteria surrounding the
37-year-old, Neves insists Portugal - and
Ronaldo - are looking good ahead of their
World Cup opener against Ghana on
Thursday.
“From what I’ve seen in training, he’s
in great shape,” Neves told reporters at
Portugal’s training base.
“[Ronaldo’s interview] is not at all a
subject that concerns us. We know perfectly well that our collective must work
very well to highlight individuals.
“And with Cristiano it’s no different.
If we’re good, we know that Cristiano is
going to be phenomenal.” After Ronaldo
joined up with the Portugal squad in the
wake of his controversial interview, a video of him greeting his United colleague
Bruno Fernandes was perceived to depict
some hostility from the latter.
The clip turned out to be from a longer
video published by the Portuguese Football Federation (FPF), with Fernandes
adamant they were sharing a joke that
had been misconstrued.
Neves supported this claim, dismissing the idea of controversy entering the
dressing room.
“There is no controversy in the locker
room,” he continued. “It is impossible for
us to discuss these controversies since
they do not exist in the locker room.
“These are more controversies outside and on social media rather than in
the locker room.
“Everything has been said. We are
100 per cent focused on the World Cup.
We have a great atmosphere in the team,
we are concentrating on that.”

Fernandes says he
has no problem with
team-mate Ronaldo
STATS Perform/dpa
Berlin

Bruno Fernandes says he has
“no problem” with Cristiano
Ronaldo following his Manchester United and Portugal
team-mate’s explosive interview.
Ronaldo told TalkTV he felt
betrayed by United and spoke
of how his relationship with
manager Erik ten Hag has broken down, also criticizing club
owners the Glazer family.
Footage emerged of Fernandes seemingly giving Ronaldo a frosty reception when
they reported for international
duty ahead of the World Cup in
Qatar this week.
United defender Raphael
Varane stated that the Ronaldo
saga had “obviously affected”
the club.

Yet Fernandes says he has
no issue with the forward as
Portugal prepare to face Ghana
in their first match of the tournament next Thursday.
The midfielder told Sky
Sports: “I didn’t read the interview so I’m okay with that. As I
said before, now (the focus) is
the national team, it’s Portugal.
“You don’t have many
chances to play a World Cup Cristiano did really well playing
five times, this will be his fifth
time - so everyone is ready for
that, everyone wants to give
their best for the team.” Fernandes added: “This is the national team, Manchester United will be my focus after the
World Cup.” “I have no problem with anyone. I’ll do my job.
You have to control yourself,
give your best and that’s it.”

Portugal’s midfielder Bruno Fernandes (L) takes part in a training
session at Shahaniya Sports Club in Al Samriya. (AFP)

Man United start ‘appropriate
steps’ after Ronaldo interview
PA Media/dpa
London

Manchester United have
“initiated appropriate steps”
following Cristiano Ronaldo’s
explosive interview with Piers
Morgan which has left his future at the club in doubt.
The second part of the
90-minute interview aired on
TalkTV on Thursday evening.
Ronaldo used his conversation
with Morgan to say he does not
respect United manager Erik
ten Hag and to claim that senior figures at the club are trying
to force him out of Old Trafford.

A club statement on Friday said: “Manchester United
has this morning initiated appropriate steps in response
to Cristiano Ronaldo’s recent
media interview. We will not
be making further comment
until this process reaches its
conclusion.”
Legal experts have said
Ronaldo’s unauthorized interview, released as top-flight
football goes on hiatus for the
World Cup, is likely to constitute a breach of contract, which
could allow United the option of cancelling his contract
should they so wish.

Rooney snubs Ronaldo Japan put German friendships in deep freeze
in favour of Messi, Kane
Agencies

Agencies
Former England forward
Wayne Rooney was quizzed on
how he would manage Lionel
Messi, Cristiano Ronaldo and
Harry Kane if he were making an all-star squad call for
the current World Cup, and
ultimately decided to leave out
his former Manchester United
team-mate.
“That’s a tough one... I’d
have to start Messi, I’d bench
Kane and leave Ronaldo out,”
he said on JioCinema. “He’s
not playing for his club, so...”
This is the first time
Rooney spoke on television
after Ronaldo’s explosive
interview to Piers Morgan,
where he had castigated his
former Manchester United
teammates Gary Neville and
Wayne Rooney.
While Rooney had criticised Ronaldo’s attitude after
Man United’s game against
Tottenham Hotspur where he
left the dugout before fulltime, which received a fiery
response from the Portuguese,
in his interview.
“I don’t know why he
criticises me so badly... probably because he finished his
career and I’m still playing at
high level,” Ronaldo said in an
interview with The Sun.

Ex-England striker Wayne Rooney
says he would start Messi, drop
Ronaldo and bench Kane
Rooney is England’s highest international goalscorer
so far, with 53 goals. For the
FIFA World Cup 2022, the
former Manchester United
forward is one of the three
pundits on Sports18, alongside Robert Pires and Sol
Campbell.
On the opening day of the
pre-match show, Rooney was
asked the unnerving question
to pick and choose between
Messi, Kane and Ronaldo.
After a grin, the 37-yearold replied that he would start
the Argentine, bench the Tottenham Hotspur striker and
drop his former teammate
at the Old Trafford stadium,
Cristiano Ronaldo.

Eight of Japan’s FIFA World
Cup Qatar 2022 squad play in
the Bundesliga but forward Ritsu Doan said that friendships
are on hold when they meet
Germany in their opening game
in Qatar.
Japan start their Group E
campaign against the Germans
on Wednesday and both teams
are likely to come up against
some familiar faces from their
club sides.
Doan could square off
against Freiburg teammates
Matthias Ginter and Christian
Gunter, while Japan’s Eintracht Frankfurt forward Daichi
Kamada could be reunited with
Mario Gotze and Kevin Trapp.
Doan, who joined Freiburg
from PSV Eindhoven in the
summer, said relationships will
go out the window when they
step onto the pitch in Doha.
“I don’t contact them when
I’m here. I spoke with them before I left Germany,” said the
24-year-old.
“Of course I’m happy to
play against them but we’re not
friends any more until the new
year. I will give everything for
my country.” Doan believes Japan have “a big chance” of progressing from a tough Group
E that also includes Spain and
Costa Rica.
He thinks inside knowledge

Japanese player Ritsu Doan, who play in the Bundesliga, could square off against his Freiburg teammates
Matthias Ginter and Christian Gunter when Japan meet Germany in their opening game in Qatar.
can give them the edge over
Germany, and teammate Yuto
Nagatomo said the Bundesligabased players have not been
slow to share their information.
“You don’t even have to ask
- in the canteen or on the bus,
you’re getting information from
everywhere,” said Nagatomo.
“I’ve seen a lot of videos, so

many that I don’t even need to
watch any more because it’s all
there in my head.” Kamada has
emerged as a key player for Japan in recent months and has
burnished his reputation with
Frankfurt, scoring seven league
goals this season.
Doan described his teammate as “an important player”

and said Japan have no reason to
feel inferior against the Germans.
“Germany have many players from Bayern, and we play
against Bayern, so I know the
individual quality from them,”
said Doan. “Of course everyone
knows they are good but I think
we should play with confidence
and believe in ourselves.”
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Football legends Ruud Gullit (centre) and Nigel De Jong (right)

De Jong and Gullit
laud Qatar’s sporting
culture, growing
football infrastructure
Tribune News Network
Doha

Bringing balance and
lived experience to the beIN
SPORTS MAX studios this
weekend, football legends
Ruud Gullit and Nigel De Jong
provided a passionate explanation as to why they believe
Qatar deserves to host the ongoing FIFA World Cup Qatar

2022 and dismissed persistent
claims that the country lacks
love for the beautiful game.
During Saturday night’s
World Cup Welcome show,
the two former Netherlands
internationals were asked
by beIN SPORTS presenter
Richard Keys about Qatar’s
hosting merits ahead of Sunday’s opening match between
the Gulf state and Ecuador.

De Jong, a tough-tackling
midfielder who played in the
World Cup final against Spain
in 2010, has been based in Qatar since 2018 when he moved
to the Qatari Stars League
(QSL) and said he has noticed
an evolution of the sports culture in his five years in the
Emirate.
“They have the culture here
and when I was playing, you

could sense, especially with
the locals, that they are really
interested in sports and want
to do well in sports,” said De
Jong, who played for Al Ahli
and Al Shahania following a
decorated career that included
silverware-laden spells with
Ajax and Manchester City.
“When I came here, I have
to be honest, I also had my
doubts about the country, but
I opened myself up, in the
sense of, whether I am willing to understand the culture.

World Cup finalist De Jong,
who played in Qatari Stars
League, says Western critics
must step out of their
bubble and experience the
country for themselves

Am I willing to understand the
sporting culture that exists
here? For me, to see that and
see the next five years of development country- and sportswise – and also football-wise
– has been a massive journey.”
Gullit, a two-time European Cup winner with AC
Milan and winner of the 1988
European with Holland, has
worked at beIN for 10 years
as an in-studio analyst. When
asked by Keys if Qatar deserves to host the World Cup,
the Dutchman was unequivocal.
“The World Cup is for the
world so if you only do it in
Europe, it is not a World Cup
anymore. They said the same
thing when South Africa got
it and they had a wonderful
tournament. It has also been
in Asia – Japan and South
Korea. There are always issues at certain tournaments,”
said Gullit, who led a bid for
Belgium and the Netherlands
to host the 2018 World Cup
that was eventually awarded
to Russia.
“Everybody deserves a
World Cup. The only thing Qatar can do now is just show how
wonderful this tournament is
going to be and then it will all
be over. I have been here and
a lot of things have changed in
this country. Every country in
the world has issues and every
country tries to be better.”
De Jong, after highlighting the footballing culture and
infrastructure that has been
developed in Qatar over the

past decade – which includes
the first-class, globally lauded
Aspire Academy – urged critics to do what he did: educate
themselves before passing
comment.
“The [Asian Cup] win that
Qatar had in 2019 gave a massive boost,” he said. “They also
have a fantastic academy here
called the Aspire Academy
where they develop young talents into the national team.
Many stars from around the
world also come here for their
rehab when they are injured.
The main issue that we have
right now is communication –
and also the willingness to understand each other’s cultures.
“If you are not a world traveller, you have a closed mindset. You are in a bubble in the
UK or Belgium or Germany or
whatever. You are closed off,
so you only understand the
Western and European mindset. You have to open yourself
up and then you can have a
discussion about whether you
like it: Yes or no. But at least
see it, experience it, then make
your mind up.”
Gullit and De Jong are just
two of the star-studded lineup of pundits providing expert
analysis for beIN SPORTS
during the FIFA World Cup
Qatar 2022. As the tournament’s official broadcaster in
24 countries across MENA
and France, beIN is playing a
central role in showcasing Qatar and its historic tournament
throughout the month-long
showcase.

FIFA earns record $7.5 bn Verstappen
ends
superb
F1
revenue for Qatar WC
year with win at
Abu Dhabi GP
dpa
Abu Dhabi

FIFA chief Gianni Infantino at a press conference in Doha on Saturday. On Sunday, FIFA revealed that it had earned a record $7.5 billion in earnings
during the current World Cup cycle. (AFP)
Agencies
Doha

FIFA has earned an unprecedented $7.5bn in revenue
through four years of commercial deals tied to the 2022
World Cup in Qatar, the governing body of football says.
The earnings, which FIFA
revealed on Sunday to officials from more than 200 of
its member nations, are $1 bn
more than what the organisation pulled in from the previous
World Cup cycle leading up to
the 2018 event in Russia.
The extra income was
buoyed by commercial deals
with this year’s hosts. Qatar Energy joined as a top-tier sponsor, and new third-tier sponsors include Qatari bank QNB
and telecommunications firm

Ooredoo. FIFA also added second-tier sponsor deals this year
from financial platform crypto.
com and blockchain provider
Algorand, its first new American sponsor in more than a
decade.
Key broadcast deals for
this year’s World Cup
were signed during Sepp Blatter’s
presidency
in
two-tournament
deals for the
Russia and Qatar events. They
included deals
with Fox in the
United States and
Qatari
broadcaster
BeIN Sports from 2011.
FIFA pays for host countries’ organising committees,
prize money, travel and ac-

commodation for teams and
support staff. It also pays for a
legacy fund to help develop the
sport in the host country after
the World Cup circus has left
town.
The winners of the Qatar
World Cup will receive
$44 million out of a
total prize pot of
$440 million.
FIFA organises
its
accounts in
four-year cycles around
each World
Cup. For the
2015-18
cycle
leading up to the
Russia World Cup, the
governing body brought in $6.4
bn. It has used that cash to help
member bodies through uncer-

Fifa
sees
revenue
boost

tainty in 2020 when national
team football and World Cup
qualifying games were almost
entirely shut down.
The organisation’s revenues
are likely to approach $10 bn
for the next four years, thanks
to a new financial strategy for
women’s football and the expanded 2026 World Cup in the
US, Canada and Mexico, which
will see 48 teams compete for
the first time, up from the present 32.
FIFA has an almost blank
slate for the 2026 edition with
top-tier sponsors Coca-Cola,
Adidas and Wanda the only
deals currently extended. Separate sponsor deals for women’s
football are being signed for the
2023 World Cup in Australia
and New Zealand. (aljazeera.
com)

Formula One world champion Max Verstappen finished
his superb year with a victory at
the season-ending Abu Dhabi
Grand Prix on Sunday.
The Dutchman beat Charles
Leclerc of Ferrari, who started
the season as a possible title
contender.
The Monegasque, however,
had to settle for the runner-up
position in the standings, which
he secured in Abu Dhabi by finishing ahead of Verstappen’s
team-mate Sergio Perez, who
completed the podium in third.
Leclerc’s result and Carlos
Sainz in the other Ferrari in
fourth secured second place in
the constructors’ standings for
the famed Italian team.
Verstappen held on to his
lead at the start despite initial
pressure from Perez and was
quick to open a comfortable gap
at the front, not being bothered
for the rest of the race.
“Was a good race, all about
tyre management. Incredible to
win again here and 15th win of
the season,” said Verstappen,
who had already secured the record for most F1 wins in one season at the Mexican Grand Prix.
“It’s been really enjoyable to
achieve something like this this
year, I know it will be hard to
replicate but it is good motivation to try and do the same next
year,” he said.
Perez, meanwhile, was left
to battle with Leclerc, who put
up an incredible performance
to complete the race with a onestop strategy, while the Red Bull
man pitted twice.
“I knew the only way to beat
Checo was with a different strategy. I really hope next year we
can do a step forward to fight
for the championship,” Leclerc
said, calling his effort “a perfect
race.”
He started the year leading
a Ferrari one-two in the opener
Bahrain Grand Prix, but saw his
season jeopardized due to sev-

Vettel’s last
F1 race

The day was marked by the
farewell of four-time world
champion Sebastian Vettel,
who announced his
retirement earlier this year.
The German driver finished
10th and in the points with
his Aston Martin

Max Verstappen
eral mistakes by his team and
reliability issues with the car.
The day was marked by
the farewell of four-time world
champion Sebastian Vettel, who
announced his retirement earlier this year. The German driver
finished 10th and in the points
with his Aston Martin.
“I’m sure I’m going to miss
this more than I can think of. I
don’t have much more to say, I
feel empty, it’s been a big weekend,” Vettel said.
“These last two years have
been disappointing to me from
a sporting point of view but big
for me in my life,” he added.
Drivers paid tribute to Vettel throughout the race weekend, which included a guard of
honour before the race.
Eight-time world champions Mercedes ended a disappointing season with frustrating
race. While George Russell was
fifth after receiving a five-second penalty for an incident in
the pits, Lewis Hamilton had to
retire with two laps to go due to
technical issues.
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‘The hot phase starts now’: Germany excited ahead of their kick-off
dpa
Al Shamal

Germany’s forward Serge Gnabry

Germany only start their
World Cup campaign on
Wednesday against Japan, but
the team can already feel the
excitement ahead of the opening ceremony in Qatar on Saturday.
“You can hardly wait for it
to start. We’re all a bit more
tense,” winger Serge Gnabry told a news conference.
“We’re very excited.”
Defender Thilo Kehrer
echoed the remarks of his
team-mate: “You can feel the
tension. The hot phase starts
now.”
Gnabry said the intensity
of the training sessions, which
have been mostly held without the presence of the media,
is now even higher amid a

Germany’s coach Hans-Dieter Flick (C) speaks to his players during a training session at Al Shamal Stadium in Al Shamal, (AFP)
fierce battle for a spot in the
starting line-up.
“The preparation has been
good. I hope we can go into
our first game with a lot of

energy,” the Bayern Munich
winger said.
Gnabry is expected to have
a place among the 11 players
to start the game against Ja-

pan, while Kehrer is an option
for the right-back position.
“I trust him (coach Hansi
Flick) a lot. We’ve known each
other for ages and he knows

what he has in me,” Gnabry
said, but stressing “I have no
idea who will be on the pitch
on Wednesday.”

‘Big blow,’ but France
opt against replacing
injured Benzema
STATS Perform/dpa

France’s forward Karim Benzema (C) with France’s defender Raphael Varane during a training session next to France;s head coach Guy Stephan (L)
at the Jassim Bin Hamad Stadium in Doha on Saturday. (AFP)

Thigh injury rules out
France star Benzema
Deschamps disappointed, having already lost Paul Pogba and Ngolo Kante
Agencies
Doha

France striker Karim Benzema has been ruled out of the
FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 after picking up a thigh injury in
training.
The news is a huge blow
to the holders, who had been
hoping the Real Madrid striker
would be able to cap a dazzling
year in which he fired Real
Madrid to glory in the UEFA
Champions League and La Liga.
Benzema wrote on Instagram: “In my life I have never
given up but tonight I have to
think about the team, as I have
always done, so reason tells me
to leave my place to someone
who can help our group make a
good World Cup. Thank you for

all your messages of support.”
The 34-year-old has been
struggling with injuries this
season and yesterday’s training was the first full session in
which he had taken part since
joining up with Les Bleus’
squad.
Coach Didier Deschamps
expressed his disappointment
at this latest injury blow, having already lost key men such
as Paul Pogba and Ngolo Kante.
“I am extremely sad for
Karim who made this World
Cup a major goal,” Deschamps
said. “Despite this new setback,
I have full confidence in my
group. We will do everything
to meet the immense challenge
that awaits us.”
The French Football Federation said: “The whole team

shares Karim’s sadness and
wishes him a speedy recovery.”
It said an MRI scan confirmed the injury, which requires “a three-week recovery
period”.
Deschamps told French television network TF1 on Sunday
that he would not be naming a
replacement for Benzema.
France play Australia on
22 November, Denmark on 26
November and Tunisia on 30
November in Group D.
The 2018 World Cup winners have lost several key players through injury.
Midfielders Paul Pogba
and N’Golo Kante were not included in the original 26-man
squad.
Defender Presnel Kimpembe withdrew on Monday af-

ter failing to recover from a
hamstring problem - he was
replaced by Axel Disasi - and
on Wednesday forward Christopher Nkunku was ruled out
after limping out of training.
Randal Kolo Muani was called
up as a replacement.
Defender Raphael Varane
is aiming to be fit after missing
Manchester United’s past five
matches.
United forward Anthony
Martial is an option to replace
Benzema, who had been struggling with a thigh problem
since October and has played
less than half an hour in Real’s
past six games.
Saturday’s was his first
full training session since the
World Cup squad came together last week.

‘Cruel blow’ as Martin Boyle leaves Australia’s squad
PA Media/dpa
London

Hibernian winger Martin Boyle will miss Australia’s
World Cup campaign due to a
knee injury.
Boyle sat out Hibs’ final
three games before the World
Cup break with the problem but
had hoped to be available in Qatar.

Boyle sat out Hibs’ final
three games before the
World Cup break
Australia confirmed on Sunday, however, that he has withdrawn from the squad.
Melbourne City winger
Marco Tilio has been called up
to replace Boyle ahead of the
Socceroos’ opening World Cup

fixture against France on Tuesday.
Head coach Graham Arnold
told Australia’s website: “We all
feel for Martin and it is a cruel
blow for him on the eve of the
World Cup.
“He has been an integral
part of our journey to get to
Qatar and we thank him for
everything he has given the Socceroos during this campaign.

“We also thank his club, who
have done everything possible
from their end to try and help.
He will be back and we can’t
wait to see him in the green and
gold again next year.”
Australia’s forward Martin Boyle
(L) talks with Australia’s defender
Milos Degenek as they attend
a training session at the Aspire
Academy in Doha on Sunday. (AFP)

France will not call up a
replacement for Karim Benzema after the Ballon d’Or
winner was ruled out of the
World Cup with a thigh injury, head coach Didier Deschamps has confirmed.
Deschamps’ side are
looking to become the first
team to retain the trophy
since Brazil in 1962, but
they have suffered several
injury blows ahead of the
tournament in Qatar.
Having already seen
midfielders Paul Pogba
and N’Golo Kante ruled
out, France lost Presnel
Kimpembe and Christopher
Nkunku after naming their
26-man squad for the competition, but the most severe blow was still to come
as Benzema was forced to
leave their camp after failing to complete Saturday’s
training session.
With Benzema facing
three weeks on the sidelines,
reports suggested France
would decide whether to
call up another attacker on
Sunday, but Deschamps is
content with his existing options.
“It’s obviously a big
blow. Karim had done everything, so had we. He was
in the session and with an
almost innocuous gesture,
he felt muscle pain on the
other leg,” Deschamps told
Telefoot.
“The exams unfortunately confirmed too much
damage compared to the
deadlines that await us.
“Will he be replaced?
No. We have seven to eight
attacking players.”
Alongside 2018 World
Cup winners Kylian Mbappe, Antoine Griezmann, Olivier Giroud and Ousmane
Dembele, France can call
upon Kingsley Coman, Randal Kolo Muani and Marcus
Thuram as attacking options.
Benzema has endured
a frustrating season, miss-

It’s obviously a big blow.
Karim had done
everything, so had we.
He was in the session
and with an almost
innocuous gesture, he
felt muscle pain on the
other leg. The exams
unfortunately confirmed
too much damage
compared to the
deadlines that await us.
Will he be replaced? No.
We have seven to eight
attacking players.
Head coach Didier
Deschamps
ing several of Real Madrid’s games after sustaining a knee injury in
September before being
plagued by muscle fatigue
in the build-up to the World
Cup.
Deschamps
insists
France’s
medical
staff
should not shoulder the
blame for his latest injury,
adding: “I know that you are
looking for controversy, but
everything has been done
[for Benzema to be fit].
“We had already lost
Christopher, but we have a
goal, the group knows very
well what awaits us. We
have a quality group. I am
convinced of it, I have confidence in them.”
Deschamps offered a
more positive update on the
fitness of Raphael Varane,
saying the Manchester United defender “will be available” for Tuesday’s Group D
opener against Australia.
Varane had been a
doubt for the tournament
after suffering a leg injury
in the Red Devils’ Premier
League draw with Chelsea
last month, but he completed his first collective
training session since meeting up with Les Bleus on
Saturday.

