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Amir to inAugurAte World Cup QAtAr 2022 todAy

His Highness the Amir of state of Qatar sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani will inaugurate on sunday 
evening at Al Bayt stadium the opening ceremony of the FiFA World Cup Qatar 2022 in the presence 
of a number of Their Majesties, Highnesses, and Excellencies Heads of states and Heads of  
Delegations of brotherly and friendly countries.

QNA
DOHa

FIFA President Gianni Infan-
tino has expressed his con-
fidence that the FIFA World 
Cup Qatar 2022, which kicks 
off on Sunday, will be the best 
in the history of the World 
Cup.

In a press conference at 
Qatar National Convention 
Center on Saturday, Infan-
tino said the International 
Federation and Qatar want to 
present an exceptional tour-
nament, which will make the 
world feel proud of football. 
He stressed that the State of 
Qatar has prepared optimally 
for the event.

“We welcome everyone 
to the World Cup. We would 
like to emphasize that Qatar 
welcomes everyone regard-
less of their race, religion, ori-
entation or beliefs. This is the 
official position of Qatar and 
FIFA, and fans from all over 
the world will live in Qatar an 
ideal experience,” Infantino 

said.
He said, “Qatar has prop-

erly prepared to welcome eve-
ryone, and we feel the great 
happiness shown by those 
who are here to attend the 
World Cup.” 

The FIFA chief spoke 
about the criticisms leveled 
at FIFA and Qatar during 
the last period regarding 
many matters.  These  criti-
cisms, however, are unfair 
and do not contain facts. He 

emphasized  that FIFA does 
not succumb to pressure and 
does not act on the criticisms 
levelled by some media out-
lets.

Regarding the rights of 
workers, he said it is unfair 
that the world does not see 
the great progress and clear 
development that the State of 
Qatar has made in this field. 
It is true that it took time, 
just as it happened in Europe 
earlier. It took Switzerland, 

for decades to become a role 
model on labor rights or hu-
man rights in general. Qatar 
has changed many laws and 
regulations in order to ad-
dress some of the problems 
related to the workers issue.

“We have been taught 
many lessons from Europe-
ans and the Western world. 
I am European. For what we 
have been doing for 3,000 
years around the world, we 
should be apologizing for the 
next 3,000 years before giv-
ing moral lessons,” Infantino 
added.

“If Europe really care 
about the destiny of these 
people, they can create le-
gal channels - like Qatar 
did - where a number of 
these workers can come to 
Europe to work. Give them 
some future, some hope. 
I have difficulties under-
standing the criticism. We 
have to invest in help-
ing these people, in 
education and to give 
them a better future 
and more hope. We 
should all educate 
ourselves, many 
things are not per-
fect but reform and 
change take time.”

Qatar 2022 will be the best 
World Cup: FIFA chief

Infantino hails 
Qatar’s labour 
reforms, says 
criticisms levelled  
at Qatar unfair

KhAlid TAwAlbeh
DOHa

THE biggest sporting event 
on earth is all set for the big 
kick-off on Sunday, with 
hosts Qatar taking on Ec-
uador at the magnificent Al 
Bayt Stadium at 7pm. 

The Qatar national 
team has left no stone 
unturned to make this a 
memorable World Cup 
debut. 

“Our morale is very 
high,” Cap-

tain Hassan 
Al Haydos 
told Qatar 
Tribune in 
an ex-
clusive  
i n t e r -

v i e w 
on the 

eve of the 
World Cup.

A l 
H a y d o s 
s t r e s s e d 
that every-
one in the 
n a t i o n a l 

team will strive to 
honour Qatari 

football at the 
FIFA World Cup 
Qatar 2022. 
He called on 

the fans to sup-
port the national 
team during the 

matches it will 
play in the World 
Cup, which will be 
a great incentive 
for the players to 
deliver their best.

Al Haydos said 
the national team 
will do its best to 
give an outstand-
ing performance to 

bring cheer on the 
faces of the fans.

On the preparations of 
the national team for the 
World Cup, Al Haydos said 
the national team is ready in 
all respects. 

“We are waiting impa-
tiently for the whistle, a mo-
ment we have been waiting 
for a long time. And now we 
are just hours away from 
the big kick-off,” Al Haydos 
said. SporTS pAge 2

our morale is very 
high: Al Haydos

We welcome everyone to the World Cup. We 
would like to emphasize that Qatar welcomes 
everyone regardless of their race, religion, 

orientation or beliefs. this is the official opinion of Qatar 
and FIFA, and fans from all over the world will live in Qatar 
an ideal experience.”
—Gianni Infantino, FIFA President

Fan festival kicks off in grand style
THE organisers of the FiFa 

World Cup Qatar 2022 on 
Saturday officially inaugurated 
the FiFa Fan Festival in al Bidda 
Park and on the Doha Corniche, 
in the presence of a large 
crowd, along with some football 
legends.

among the legends who 
attended the opening of the 
FiFa Festival for fans were the 
Spanish iker Casillas, the Brazil-
ian duo Roberto Carlos and 
Cafu, as well as the French trio 
Yuri Djorkaeff, David Trezeguet, 
Marcel Desailly, and others.

gianni infantino, President 
of the international Federation 

of Football associations (FiFa),  
in a speech during the opening 

ceremony of the FiFa Fan Fes-
tival  welcomed all fans of the 

world in Qatar,  invited them to 
enjoy the atmosphere of the 
exceptional tournament that 
will start tomorrow (Sunday) 
and the atmosphere of the 
activities that started today in 
al Bidda Park and on the Doha 
Corniche.

infantino said, “We are 
proud of all the fans from all 
over the world, because thanks 
to them, the world now gathers 
here in Qatar.” 

He concluded his speech 
by saying, “Welcome to you in 
Qatar,” and then announced the 
opening of the festival’s activi-
ties. (QNA) pAge 12

raffles doha and luxury 
Fairmont doha Hotels  
open for FiFA guests

THE ultra-luxury Raffles 
Doha and luxury Fairmont 
Doha – which herald the en-
try of the aspirational Raf-
fles Hotels & Resorts and 
Fairmont Hotels & Resorts 
brands to Qatar –are now 
open exclusively for the 
FiFa World Cup Qatar 2022 
guests and ViP delegations. 
The dual-branded five-star properties, housed within Katara tow-
ers, have welcomed their first guests while supporting the nation’s 
historic FiFa World Cup Qatar 2022 by delivering exemplary service 
and truly exceptional experiences in both hotels. pAge 7
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The Deputy Amir HH Sheikh Abdullah bin Hamad Al Thani led the well-wishers to welcome President of 
the Peoples Democratic Republic of Algeria Abdelmadjid Tebboune upon his arrival and the accompany-
ing delegation on Saturday evening in Doha, to attend the opening ceremony of the FIFA World Cup Qatar 
2022, which takes place on Sunday at Al Bayt Stadium. The Algerian president and the accompanying 
delegation were also welcomed upon arrival by Minister of State HE Sheikh Fahad bin Faisal Al Thani, 
Ambassador of the State of Qatar to Algeria HE Abdulaziz Ali Al Naama, and Ambassador of Algeria to 
Qatar HE Mustafa Boutoura. (QNA)

DEPUTY AMIR LEADS WELL-WISHERS 
TO WELCOME ALGERIAN PRESIDENT

UK pavilion at World Cup opened
QNA
DOHA

THE United Kingdom opened 
its pavilion ‘The Garden of 
GREAT’ participating in the 
activities accompanying the 
FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022, 
near the Museum of Islamic 
Art on the Doha Corniche.

Created by the UK Govern-
ment’s GREAT campaign, the 
garden celebrates UK crea-
tivity and diversity, inviting 
visitors to see a different side 
of the UK through a series of 
immersive installations, show-
casing UK music, design, fash-
ion and food. 

The garden aims to inspire 

international audiences to vis-
it, study, invest and trade with 
the UK.

Visitors to The Garden of 
GREAT can experience the 
very best of the UK - from ice 
cream crafted by Michelin 
starred chef Vineet Bhatia, to 
flowers scented by Jo Malone 
CBE, and murals by Wing Lo, 
street artist of Europe’s tallest 
painted artwork.

British Ambassador to Qa-
tar HE Jonathan Wilks said, 
“This garden is a great state-
ment of what the UK stands for 
in the 21st century. Reflecting 
our diversity both ancient and 
modern and the creativity of our 
designers, artists, engineers and 

technologists. I invite every-
body in Doha during the World 
Cup to visit us on the Corniche 
near the Museum of Islamic Art 
and as our motto goes to “See 
Things Differently”.

The Garden of GREAT 
will also host cultural perfor-
mances and activities as part 
of the British Council’s annual 
UK Festival which explores 
the theme of Sport for Good. 
The festival runs from 23-29 
November and looks to bring 
to life the strong and ongoing 
relationship between the UK 
and Qatar through a range of 
cultural events and activities 
including music, art and pho-
tography.



QNA
DOHA

M
INISTER of Municipality HE 
Dr Abdullah bin Abdulaziz 
bin Turki Al Subaei has un-
derlined that all sectors and 
municipalities affiliated with 

the ministry all set to support Qatar’s 
hosting of the FIFA World Cup Qatar 
2022, and to contribute, alongside 
various concerned authorities in the 
country, to the success of this major 
global event that is being held for the 
first time in the Middle East.

The minister said that the Minis-
try of Municipality had coordinated 
early with the Supreme Committee 
for Delivery & Legacy (SC) and other 
authorities to prepare the general 
plans related to the role of the min-
istry in the World Cup activities, the 
most importantly were providing 110 
specialized equipment, 6,295 plastic 
containers of different types and siz-
es, 1,676 temporary and permanent 
employment, 311 vehicles (equipment 
and cars), and 3 emergency mobile 
transfer stations for waste collection 
next to the World Cup stadiums for 
general cleaning and recycling ser-
vices.

The minister added that work 
over the past period focused on com-
pleting all parks before the start of the 
World Cup, which included the parks 
of East Ras Abo Aboud, Umm El Se-
neem, Rawdet Al Khail, Al Khor, and 
the Panda Park. His Excellency add-
ed that work is currently underway 
to complete Dahl Al Hamam Park, 
Barzan Olympic Park, and Al Wakra 
Park. In addition, the planting of one 
million trees was approached in coop-
eration with many government agen-
cies and civil society.

He said there has been a signifi-
cant jump in the number of public 
parks in Qatar, as the number in-
creased to 148 parks in 2022, af-
ter it was 56 parks in 2010, with an 
increase of 164%. Moreover, green 
spaces increased to more than 43 
million square meters in 2022, af-
ter it was about 2.616 million square 
meters in 2010. The per capita share 
of green space increased by about 16 
times, as it rose to about 16 square 

meters in the current year compared 
to less than one square meter in 2010.

He said the Ministry increased 
its inventory of all tools and supplies 
for the municipal affairs sector, and 
increased the number of inspectors 
and the number of inspection tours 
for public control, in addition to in-
creasing the number of inspectors 
(23 additional inspectors) and the 
number of inspection tours for health 
control of food facilities. 8 operating 
rooms have been activated in differ-
ent municipalities to keep pace with 
activities World Cup to ensure the 
appropriate flow of technical services 
and public services through the vari-
ous municipalities. In addition, a plan 
has been drawn up to establish, equip 
and operate an operations center to 
enhance the level of cybersecurity.

With regard to cosmetic works, the 
Minister of Municipality confirmed 
that the ministry has maintained 300 
buildings, demolished 287 properties 
that need demolition works, carried 
out beautification works of nearly 23 
km of building facades, installed 85 
kiosks and 370 units of temporary 
bathrooms, and rehabilitate  8 free 
public beaches as a first stage, to be 
activated in November.

He noted that the Ministry, in 
partnership with the Ministry of 
Commerce and Industry, worked 
to provide food security needs, and 
opened the quarries of Hamad Port 
and Ruwais Port to accommodate a 
larger number of consignments.

He added that the Ministry pre-
pared the suitable sites for stadiums, 
fan areas and training areas, explain-
ing that, in cooperation and coordina-
tion with the concerned authorities 
in the country, governmental land 
has been allocated for the benefit of 
the Supreme Committee for Delivery 
and Legacy to meet the requirements 
and needs of the World Cup, which 
includes uses Sports, and non-sports 
uses such as transportation sites, fan 
villages, accommodation, housing, 
and others.

The minister expressed his pride 
in hosting the FIFA World Cup Qatar 
2022, wishing success for the tourna-
ment to be the best in the history of 
the World Cup.

We cooperate with all to ensure 
success of World Cup: Al Subaei

The FIFA chief said, “This one-sided moral 
lesson is just hypocrisy. I wonder why no-
one recognises the progress made here since 
2016.There have been discussions with the 
Director-General of the International Labor 
Organization directly, who also confirmed 
the progress that has been made regarding 
the workers file, and there is a monitoring 
system as well, as it suffices to say that a per-
manent office of the International Labor Or-
ganization is here in Qatar.”

Regarding the demands for financial 
compensation for the workers, Infantino 
said, “Qatar is a sovereign state, and a state 
that operates in an institutional manner, 
and therefore there are legal frameworks 
for any matter that may happen. Qatar has 
established a fund to support workers, and 
an amount of no less than $350 million has 
been allocated to workers on the form of 
compensation, the equation of wage differ-
ences, and all things confirm the great keen-
ness to give workers their full rights.” 

He announced the launch of the FIFA 
World Cup Qatar 2022 Legacy Fund, where 
there will be a wide scope for investment 
by everyone in this fund, which will be con-
cerned with education in the world in the first 
place, especially the education of children in 
order to build a better future for peoples. He 
pointed out that FIFA signed an agreement 
with India, where there are 25 million chil-
dren in the early stages of education to sup-
port them and provide an ideal educational 
experience. He thanked the State of Qatar for 
its contribution to this fund, which will also 
work in coordination with the International 
Labor Organization in order to pay great at-
tention to workers to improve their lives. 

The FIFA President criticized the way 
many Western media outlets deal with Qa-
tar, pointing out that everyone is present in 
Qatar for the success of the most prominent 
football event that takes place once every 
four years.

He said that he is sure that the FIFA 
World Cup Qatar 2022 will be the best 
version, and he is proud of everyone who 
worked hard to make this global football 
event a success. He pointed out that the criti-
cisms leveled at Qatar were unfair.

He added that the Europeans should 
apologize to the people before giving lessons. 

Many European institutions work in Qa-
tar and make financial profits, and the criti-
cisms leveled are unfair, and Europe is un-
able to provide the support Qatar provided 
in the workers issue.

Infantino pointed out that the conditions 
for workers in the State of Qatar are better 
than those of immigrants in Europe. He said 
that many international institutions have rec-
ognized that labor rights standards in Qatar 
are similar to labour rights standards in Eu-
rope.

The FIFA president went on saying, “As 
FIFA president I have to focus on football, 
but I had to clarify many things. Let the par-
ticipants in the tournament focus on football 
and the fans to enjoy the event that only oc-
curs once every four years.” 

He explained that all the decisions taken 
regarding the FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 
came in partnership between Qatar and the 
International Football Association (FIFA). 

He pointed out that many people invest 
more in the FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 
than in previous editions, and that FIFA 
profits increased from television broadcast-
ing during Qatar’s hosting of the World Cup, 
as broadcasting rights for the 22nd edition 
of the World Cup increased by $200 million 
compared to previous tournaments.

This one-sided 
moral lesson is 
just hypocrisy, 
says FIFA chief
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Third MSC floating hotel arrives in Doha

PRIME MINISTER VISITS QASR AL HUKUM

Prime Minister and Minister of Interior HE Sheikh Khalid bin Khalifa bin Abdulaziz Al Thani paid a visit to Qasr Al Hukum at the Amiri Diwan on Saturday. The PM started the visit from the Qasr Al Hukum visitor 
center in Msheireb. The PM then toured Qasr Al Hukum, during which he learned about the phases that the palace houses, and listened to an explanation about each phase, which tells and introduces the history of 
the Rulers of the State of Qatar and the stages of development of Qasr Al Hukum. (QNA)

QNA
DOHA

THE MSC Opera, the third cruise 
ship to serve as a “floating hotel” 
during the FIFA World Cup Qatar 
2022, has arrived at Doha Port.

MSC Opera will join MSC 
World Europa and MSC Poesia 
which arrived at Doha Port earlier, 
to offer a luxurious hospitality ex-
perience to fans of the FIFA World 
Cup Qatar 2022.

MSC Opera is a modern float-
ing hotel offers luxurious services 
to World Cup fans with a variety 
of room options ranging from tra-
ditional cabins overlooking the sea 
to rooms with balconies and luxury 
suites, in addition to multiple din-

ing possibilities and programs and 
entertainment for all ages.

At 275m in length and 32m in 
width, the 13-deck MSC Opera can 

accommodate nearly 2,679 people 
with 1,075 rooms.

Floating hotels are one of sev-
eral facilities provided by the State 

of Qatar for fans of the FIFA World 
Cup Qatar 2022, offering multiple 
booking and accommodation op-
tions throughout the tournament, 
including apartments, villas, fan 
villages and usual hotels.

Chairman of Qatar Tourism 
and Qatar Airways Group Chief 
Executive Akbar Al Baker affirmed 
in statements that offering accom-
modation and recreational services 
on board floating hotels reflects the 
strenuous efforts exerted to organ-
ise the best World Cup in history. 
According to the estimates of the 
MSC Cruises Group, the capac-
ity of the three cruise ships reach 
10,000 beds, and reservations for 
the first week of the World Cup 
have reached 100 percent.

Continued from page 1 
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Health sector fully prepared for World Cup: Minister
TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK

DOHA

THE Ministry of Public Health 
(MoPH) and the World Health 
Organization (WHO), in col-
laboration with FIFA and the 
Supreme Committee for Deliv-
ery & Legacy (SC), held the first 
‘Walk the Talk Doha: Health for 
all Challenge’. 

Minister of Public Health 
HE Dr Hanan Mohamed Al 
Kuwari was joined at the event 
by Dr Tedros Adhanom Ghe-
breyesus, director general of the 
WHO; HE Hassan Al Thawadi, 
secretary general of the SC; Fat-
ma Samour, secretary general of 
FIFA; and Dr Ahmed Al-Mand-
hari, WHO regional director for 
the Eastern Mediterranean. 

A host of elite athletes were 
also in attendance, including 
Mutaz Barshim, Qatar’s dou-
ble Olympic Gold Medal high 
jump champion; Fares Ibrahim, 
Qatar’s Olympic Gold Medal 
weightlifting champion; and 
Didier Drogba, WHO Sport for 
Health Ambassador and former 

FIFA World Cup footballer.  
Speaking at the event, Min-

ister of Public Health HE Dr. 
Hanan Mohamed Al Kuwari 
affirmed the readiness of the 
health sector to provide all 
health and treatment services 
to local and visiting fans during 
FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 
in various event sites, fan ar-
eas, matches and other sites 
related to the tournament. The 
National Healthcare Incident 

Command Center is in constant 
coordination with the various 
relevant authorities in the coun-
try, in anticipation of any poten-
tial emergency, she said.

“Regular exercise and activ-
ity, including walking, not only 
support good physical health, 
but also our mental health and 
wellbeing. I am delighted to 
have partnered with WHO, 
FIFA and SC to bring the Walk 
the Talk initiative to Doha for 

the first time. I would like to 
extend my thanks and appre-
ciation to everyone who took 
part in Walk the Talk Doha and 
helped to make this a true cel-
ebration of health.”

More than 3.500 people 
took part in Walk the Talk 
Doha, which was organized 
as part of the Sport for Health 
partnership between MoPH, 
WHO, FIFA and SC. The event 
began at Al Bidda Park and of-

fered participants the choice of 
two routes, 3 and 5 kilometres, 
taking in key Doha landmarks, 
including the Corniche area and 
the FIFA World Cup countdown 
clock.

Dr Tedros Adhanom Ghe-
breyesus said: “The Walk the 
Talk series is about bringing 
people together, to promote the 
importance of health for all, and 
enjoy the benefits of sport and 
physical activity.”

Walk the Talk Doha was 
supported by a range of organi-
zations, each helping to make 
the event a celebration of sport 
for health: Al Bidda Park and the 
Private Engineering Office; the 
UHC Partnership; 3-2-1 Qatar 
Olympic and Sports Museum; 
Qatar Tennis Federation; Qatar 
Rugby Federation; Qatar Cancer 
Society; Qatar Olympic Com-
mittee; and Weill Cornell Medi-
cine-Qatar’s Sahtak Awalan.  

Karwa to operate massive bus fleet to serve World Cup fans
QNA
DOHA

WITH the imminent start of the 
FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022, 
Mowasalat (Karwa) has intensi-
fied its operational preparations 
for the World Cup 2022, mobi-
lising its fleet and specialised 
technical teams to ensure a com-
fortable and smooth transporta-
tion experience for the World 
Cup fans.

The company said that 
about 4,000 buses will be oper-
ated during the tournament, of 
which about 3,000 are dedicated 
to transporting fans, including 
more than 800 fully electric bus-
es that operate with zero carbon 
emissions.

This is in line with modern, 
comfortable and environmen-
tally friendly transportation so-
lutions, establishing ‘Karwa’ as a 
real legacy that keeps pace with 
the sustainable development 
projects that the State of Qatar 
seeks for the post-tournament.

In response to Qatar News 
Agency (QNA) questions, Mo-
wasalat company (Karwa), add-
ed that transportation services 
during the World Cup period in-
clude transportation to and from 
metro stations and tournament 
stadiums, transportation to and 
from “park and move” stops, and 
transportation service from the 
main residences in and to Doha, 

in addition to the shuttle bus ser-
vice dedicated to linking Hamad 
and Doha International Airports 
with the stadiums and central 
Doha, as well as the express bus 
service to the stadiums, which 
will provide fans with transporta-
tion between all venues for sport-
ing events.

The company explained that 
in addition to Karwa fleet, Metro 

Link services will operate on 43 
tracks to serve 23 metro sta-
tions, to transport passengers 
to and from metro stations as 
usual and according to service 
request rates. There are approx-
imately 248 buses dedicated to 
Metro Link services, including 
90 electric zero-emission buses, 
and will operate all days of the 
week, taking into account flex-

ibility and meeting transporta-
tion services for fans and guests 
of Qatar, which will enhance 
Karwa’s position as a convenient 
national carrier that provides 
easy and disciplined transporta-
tion services.

Mowasalat pointed out that 
in order to provide more oppor-
tunities for fans and visitors to 
Qatar and meet their needs, it 

has allocated a round-the-clock 
transportation service from 
Abu Samra border crossing to 
Al Messila Station in central 
Doha, in addition to the readi-
ness of more than 76 bus stations 
dedicated to the event, in central 
Doha and the Corniche.

In the same context, Chief 
Executive Officer of Operations 
at Mowasalat Ahmed Hassan Al 
Obaidly said in a press confer-
ence held by the organizers of 
the FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022, 
that hundreds of buses will be 
operated, and that 25 percent 
of them will be environmentally 
friendly and fully electric, with a 
legacy in transforming transpor-
tation into an environmentally 
friendly system.

He referred to the develop-
ment and operation of the pub-
lic transport network from four 
in the morning to eleven in the 
evening, in addition to Metro 
Link services, and Metro Express 
services from six in the morning 
to twelve in the afternoon.

Qatar 2022 workers meet their 
favourite FIFA World Cup stars

QNA
DOHA

WORKERS who helped build 
FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 
infrastructure met with play-
ers and coaches from the USA, 
England, the Netherlands and 
Argentina during special com-
munity events organised by the 
Supreme Committee for Deliv-
ery & Legacy (SC).

Titled ‘Team 360’, the ses-
sions helped build excitement 
for the tournament among local 
workers. They were organized 
by the SCs Workers Welfare & 
Labour Rights Department to 
honour workers for their contri-
bution to the tournament which 
is the first FIFA World Cup to 
be held in the Middle East and 
Arab world. Workers who play 
amateur football or have previ-
ously taken part in the Work-
ers Cup were also organized by 
the SC volunteered to take part 
in the sessions. The SCs social 
and human legacy programme, 
Generation Amazing, facili-

tated the activities, which uti-
lized football to promote unity, 
teamwork and leadership. The 
sessions were delivered in a fun 
way, each culminating with a 
penalty shoot-out involving the 
workers and players.

Secretary General of SC 
and Chairman of Q22 Hassan 
Al Thawadi said: “Our workers 
have played an immense role 
in the delivery of this historic 
tournament and this event is 
just one way of paying a small 
thank you to some of our staff. 
The health, safety and welfare of 
our employees has been our top 
priority and one of the main leg-
acies from this tournament will 
be the enhancement of workers’ 
rights in Qatar, the region and 
globally. This legacy showcases 
the power of hosting the first 
FIFA World Cup in our region.” 

Ahmad Bin Ali Stadium 
worker Jimmy Serwane said: 
“The activity was stunning. It 
was one of the best moments 
of my life. I have met one of the 
best players, Virgil van Dijk.”

Uzair Murtaza, a worker 
at Al Bidda Tower, said: “I feel 
happy to get our reward for our 
hard work. I love England and I 
really like Harry Kane and Ra-
heem Sterling. I had an oppor-
tunity to meet the stars.” 

England defender Eric Dier 
said: “It was a very nice experi-
ence. Obviously, we know how 
much effort they have put in to 
be able to have the World Cup 
here. It was nice to come and 
speak to them, and share our 
love for football.”

Netherlands goalkeeper 
Remko Pasveer said: “It was 
a really good meeting. We en-
joyed it as a team. I think the 
guys also enjoyed it. We saw a 
lot of joy.” 

Midfielder Yunus Musah 
was one of six USA players who 
took part. He said: “When I got 
the opportunity, I really wanted 
to come and see who helped 
build Qatar for the World Cup. 
To see and play with them was 
very special I’m really glad they 
enjoyed it.”

Giant screen showcases
Qatar’s attractions at MIA

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

QATAR Museums (QM) is 
showcasing the best of Qatar 
through a giant screen installed 
on the grounds of the Museum 
of Islamic Art. The screen, 
called The SKYLINE, is located 
at one of Doha’s busiest inter-
sections and is Qatar’s larg-
est digital screen, providing a 
unique opportunity to promote 
events and activities taking 
place across the city.

The digital showcase is 
made possible through a col-
laboration with Elan Decaux, 
the joint venture between the 
ELAN Group, the entertain-
ment and media market leader 
in Qatar, and JCDecaux, the 
number one outdoor advertis-

ing company worldwide. Elan 
Decaux is dedicated to deliver-
ing the best OOH advertising 
solutions and services in Qatar 
through technological inno-
vation and design in its three 
areas of business: Street Furni-
ture, Large Format and Shop-
ping Malls.

Ahmad Musa Al Namla, 
CEO of Qatar Museums, said: 
“With so many events tak-
ing place alongside a major 
sporting event, FIFA world 
Cup Qatar 2022, we can now 
showcase to all residents and 
visitors the best of what Qatar 
has to offer through The Sky-
line screen.”

Meanwhile, ELAN Decaux 
Managing Director Omar El 
Shaarani shared, “We are de-
lighted to have signed this 

partnership with QM and IN-Q 
Enterprises, expanding our 
presence in Doha thanks to a 
state-of-the-art digital asset. 
The Skyline with its unmatched 
impressive size and format, will 
be the unique digital screen on 
the must-see Corniche. It will 
bring a new animated expe-
rience of entertainment and 
engagement for the greatest 
benefit of the city, people, ad-
vertisers and their brands.”

The collaboration enables a 
wide range of communication 
that reaches people who are 
travelling to work or enjoying 
their leisure time and tourists 
arriving from the airport.  It 
ensures an unparalleled level 
of coverage, frequency and 
prolonged dwell-time for ad-
vertisements.

The screen, called The SKYLINE, is located at one of Doha’s busiest intersections and is Qatar’s largest digital 
screen, providing a unique opportunity to promote events and activities taking place across the city.
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IHOP inaugurates new franchise 
outlet in Gulf Mall Gharaffa area

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

IHOP celebrated the opening of 
its latest franchise location in 
Doha recently. 

Located at the Gulf Mall on 
Al Shammal Road, the new res-
taurant serves up the brand’s 
world-famous Buttermilk Pan-
cakes and familiar comfort foods 
all day long, leaving guests with 
a smile on their face. Since 1958, 
IHOP has been the place where 
people connect over breakfast, 
enjoy study breaks, grab a bite 
before or after sporting events, 
and so much more. 

IHOP has seen millions of 
smiles over the years in their 
restaurants and continues to 
be a space to enjoy special mo-
ments with family and friends.

To further commemorate 
its arrival in the Gulf Mall in 
Gharaffa area, Eagles Landing 
International Restaurants in-
vites guests in for an affordable, 
everyday dining experience 
with warm and friendly service. 
Guests of all ages can enjoy a 

wide variety of breakfast, lunch 
and dinner items, including 
IHOP’s World-famous pan-
cakes, breakfast combos, ome-
lettes, burgers, and more for 
dine-in, takeout and delivery. 

“We are thrilled to bring 
IHOP back to Qatar at the Gulf 
Mall to serve the brand’s famil-
iar favourites to members of our 

community,” said Mohamed 
Makawi, CEO of Eagles Land-
ing International Restaurants, 
an IHOP franchisee. “IHOP’s 
casual atmosphere, beautifully 
designed interior and exterior, 
and family-friendly fare will be 
a welcomed addition to the area 
and a space for guests of all ages 
to come together.”

The new restaurant – locat-
ed at Al Gharafa Al Rayan, Gulf 
Mall, Gate 7, Doha, Qatar – is 
open for breakfast, lunch and 
dinner daily from 10 AM until 
12 AM. 

For more than 63 years, 
IHOP has been a leader, inno-
vator and expert in all things 
breakfast, any time of day. The 

chain offers fresh, made-to-
order breakfast options, a wide 
selection of popular lunch and 
dinner items, including Ulti-
mate Steakburgers. 

IHOP restaurants offer 
guests an affordable, everyday 
dining experience with warm 
and friendly service. As of Sep-
tember 30, 2021, there are 1,750 

IHOP restaurants around the 
world, including restaurants 
in all 50 states and the District 
of Columbia, Puerto Rico, and 
Guam as well as Canada, Ec-
uador, India, Mexico, Pakistan, 
Panama, and Peru. IHOP res-
taurants are franchised by af-
filiates of Glendale, California-
based Dine Brands Global, Inc.

Qatar-based Tawfeeq Holidays 
wins big on world travel stage

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

THE World Travel Awards (WTA), 
an annual event that crowns the stars 
in the travel, tourism and hospitality 
industries held its Grand Tour in a 
spectacular ceremony at the opulent 
Al Bustan Palace in Muscat, Oman, 
recently. 

At the grand night of festivities, 
winners of the Tour’s regional cer-
emonies came to compete for the 
prestigious world titles. Having al-
ready bagged four regional titles at 
the WTA Middle East held in Lon-
don, Tawfeeq Holidays headed to the 
global stage and won big. 

With over a decade of excellence 
in travel management under its belt, 
Qatar’s leading travel management 
company was crowned in two cat-

egories – ‘World’s Leading Cultural 
Destination Management Company’ 
and ‘World’s Leading Independent 
Destination Management Compa-
ny’. These titles, awarded by a global 
voting audience, highlight travellers’ 
faith in Tawfeeq Holidays as the go-
to source for crafting the perfect va-
cation in vibrant and mesmerising 
Qatar. Tawfeeq Holidays prides itself 
on its dedicated, multicultural team 
that works to offer full-fledged visa 
support, premium deals at luxury 
hotels, creative adventure pursuits, 
all-inclusive product packages as 
well as MICE solutions. 

Rehan Ali Syed, CEO for Tawfeeq 
Travel Group, said: “The awards we 
won today are a global recognition of 
the efforts of all our employees. It is 
also a reflection of the trust and be-
lief that our stakeholders, customers, 

partners and principals put in us. We 
are extremely honoured and excited 
to recognised on this esteemed plat-
form and motivated to deliver noth-
ing but the best to our customers.” 

Post pandemic, the travel and 
tourism industry is making its come-
back in a major way. With these lau-
rels under its belt, the Qatar-based 
brand is proving itself as a leader in 
setting new benchmarks and higher 
standards of service. 

Graham Cooke, founder of the 
WTA, echoed these sentiments in 
his speech at the festivities, saying: 
“You have been recognised by our 
global voting audience as the leaders 
of tourism excellence. I know that 
your commitment to becoming the 
very best will in turn serve to drive 
up standards across the industry and 
will raise the collective benchmark.”

Rüya Restaurant coming to 
W Doha to delight guests

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

DOHA’S food and beverages (F&B) scene 
is set to get a major boost with the opening 
of a seasonal Rüya Pop Up restaurant from 
the internationally renowned Dogus Res-
taurant Entertainment and Management 
group at the luxury lifestyle W Doha.

The 98-seat Rüya Pop Up on the hotel’s 
29th floor, which will open today, Novem-
ber 20, will have stunning views of West 
Bay and the beach, and give diners and 
football fans the chance to sample sophis-
ticated, contemporary Anatolian dishes set 
to be a big draw when the permanent bold, 
bright and beautiful Rüya opens at W Doha 
in first quarter of next year.

Inspired by second generation restau-
rateur Umut Özkanca’s Istanbul heritage, 
Rüya, which means ‘dream’ in Turkish, 
gives lunch and dinner guests a taste of 
classics meet contemporary dishes from all 
seven Anatolian regions, stretching from 
the Mediterranean to the Black Sea. 

“We are truly excited to bring the warm-
est of Anatolian hospitality to Qatar at this 
important time in the country’s history of 
hosting world-class events,” said Umut. 
“Our guests can look forward to a menu 
featuring Anatolian classics with a contem-
porary and fresh twist, for which my father, 
Rasim Özkanca has been an essential in-
fluence. Highlights include a variety of the 
classic Lahmacun and Pide, as well as sig-
nature dishes such as Levrek, Börek, Çıtır 
Kalamar and Mantarli Keşkek.”

“We have taken traditions and authen-
tic experiences, and interpreted modern 
details for the Doha audience. We are de-
termined to provide memorable meals and 
gatherings for our guests and to welcome 
everyone to experience a new concept in 
Qatar,” added Umut. 

Born in Istanbul, Rüya’s founder and 
owner, Umut Özkanca, was introduced to 
the art of hospitality during his formative 
years, spending much of his time in his 

family-run restaurants. His father Rasim 
Özkanca is one of Turkey’s most revered 
hospitality pioneers and Rüya is a culmi-
nation of father and son’s desire to elevate 
Turkish cuisine on the global stage, posi-
tioning it on a par with French, Italian and 
Japanese gastronomy.

“Much like Qatar, Rüya is the place 
where traditions meet modern day life,” 
explained W Doha’s General Manager 
Wassim Daageh. “It is a contemporary 
and shared dining concept which will open 
guests’ minds to the fresh flavours of Anato-
lian cuisine and transport them to Turkey.”

“Work is progressing well on our per-
manent Rüya Doha, which will be a vibrant 
fusion of a restaurant, lounge and bar expe-
rience. We are delighted to expand our cu-
linary portfolio and introduce this award-
winning restaurant in Qatar. To say we’re 
excited would be an understatement,” he 
added.

Winners of the Tour’s regional ceremonies came to compete for the prestigious world titles at the grand night of festivities.



TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
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‘THE Age of Modern Architecture in 
Qatar’ exhibition, which highlights 
Qatar’s iconic architectural land-
scape, recently opened its doors at 
M7, the design and innovation hub 
located in Msheireb Downtown 
Doha. 

HE Sheikha Al Mayassa bint 
Hamad bin Khalifa Al Thani, chair-
person of Qatar Museums, attended 
the opening. 

Sponsored by Qatar Tourism, 
the exhibition features striking 
black and white imagery of Qatar’s 
architectural wonders by award-
winning artist Joel Tjintjelaar. Cur-
rently live, the exhibition is free-of-
charge and on show until January 
21, 2023.  

Commissioned by Qatar Tour-
ism, Tjintjelaar is a fine-art pho-
tographer from the Netherlands 
specialised in black and white pho-
tography. 

He believes that one of the ob-
jectives of art is to evoke a universal 
subjectivity. Tjintjelaar establishes 

a relationship with isolated subjects 
to reveal their true potential. By 
focusing on the subject, the artist 
presents an advanced and sophis-
ticated style of portraiture. This 
expressive language simultaneously 
offers a record of the architecture, 
the architects behind the impres-
sive creations, Qatar and of the art-
ist himself. 

‘The Age of Modern Architec-
ture in Qatar’ exhibition at M7 
showcases some of Qatar’s most 
iconic and grand architectural de-
signs, such as the Museum of Is-
lamic Art, Qatar National Library, 
Raffles Doha and Fairmont Doha, 
Doha Tower, National Museum of 
Qatar and Al Janoub Stadium, and 
transforms these objects that con-
tribute to Qatar’s identity into the 
subject of photography. 

Commenting on the exhibition 
launch, Berthold Trenkel, chief op-
erating officer at Qatar Tourism, 
said: “Qatar is known for creat-
ing incredible architectural works 
that become pieces of art in their 
own right. This exhibition presents 
unique angles and views through 

which visitors can experience the 
very best of Qatar’s modern archi-
tecture.”

He added, “By visiting the exhi-
bition, residents and the millions of 
guests who will be in Doha will have 
the opportunity to explore some of 
Qatar’s most prized attractions that 
are nearby, whether it’s the Msheir-
eb Museums, the Doha Corniche, or 
the traditional Souq Waqif.”

Maha Al Sulaiti, M7 director, 
said: “We are honoured to host 
‘The Age of Modern Architecture 
in Qatar’ and spotlight the work of 
Joel Tjintjelaar at M7. Through his 
work, this exhibition magnifies Qa-
tar’s architectural gems and provide 
a unique window to the world espe-
cially ahead of the FIFA World Cup 
2022”. 

Tjintjelaar’s work has been pub-
lished in leading photography mag-
azines since 2009 and displayed in 
galleries and exhibitions worldwide 
since 2013. 

He has won multiple prizes at 
the prestigious International Pho-
tography Awards, along with other 
commendations.

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA 

ON the eve of the FIFA World Cup Qa-
tar 2022, the World Health Organization 
(WHO), the Ministry of Public Health 
(MoPH) of Qatar and FIFA launched a 
new digital app designed to help increase 
physical activity and improve the health 
and wellbeing of millions of young people.  

The app was launched by Minister of 
Public Health HE Dr Hanan Mohamed Al 
Kuwari at the ‘Walk the Talk-Health for All 
Challenge’ being held for the first time in 
Qatar. 

The three- and five-kilometre walks 
were organised to engage people of all ages 
and abilities, and to promote the benefits 
of physical activity. 

 “Qatar is proud to launch this impor-
tant innovation for children on eve of the 
FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022,” said Dr Ku-
wari. “We are committed to doing as much 
as possible to increase physical activity and 
build the health of young people in Qatar 
and around the world. The COVID-19 pan-
demic has impacted so hard on young peo-
ple, limiting physical education and school 
sports. So, it is vital we invest in promoting 
physical activity and leverage digital tech-
nologies to provide new and fun ways to be 
active.” 

“Regular physical activity has major, 
lifelong benefits for physical and men-
tal health, and is essential for the healthy 
development of children,” said Dr Tedros 
Adhanom Ghebreyesus, WHO director-
general. “Digital innovations can be pow-
erful tools to reach young people and get 
them moving, especially children who 
might not play sports regularly. WHO is 
proud to launch GenMove with Qatar, and 
we hope it will help to get more kids in-
volved in physical activity, which is good 
for every family and community.”

GenMove, Season1 is a games app 
that uses advanced movement tracking 
combined with artificial intelligence (AI) 
technology to provide eight to 15-year-olds 
with a vigorous video game experience. 
The games call for a range of different 

movements that develop different physi-
cal skills and are suitable for all levels of 
fitness.

GenMove games are built around 
popular sports such as football and in-
volve actions such as jumping, reaching 
and kicking to build kids’ confidence and 
enjoyment of moving. The games can be 
played inside or outside and need only a 
mobile phone or tablet (IOS or Android) 
and a small space to get children active.  

Alisson Becker, WHO goodwill ambas-
sador for Health Promotion and Brazil na-
tional goalkeeper, said: “I love GenMove. 
Technology opens the world for every-
body, but sometimes it can make you stay 
seated for too much time. So, the GenMove 
platform helps you with that. At the same 
time, you can have fun with your kids, or 
themselves alone, and be doing something 
healthy.”

WHO recommends all children and 
adolescents get an average of 60 minutes 
of moderate-intensity aerobic physical 
activity per day, including activities that 
strengthen muscles and bones at least 
three times a week. Yet, more than 80 
percent of adolescents do not meet these 
recommendations and it is estimated that 
children and adolescents can spend more 
than eight hours of their waking day being 
sedentary and inactive, a behaviour asso-
ciated with poor fitness, weight gain and 
reduced sleep.  

“The cost to the public health care sys-
tems of physical inactivity is very high,” 
said Dr Fiona Bull, head of the Physical 
Activity Unit at WHO. “Therefore, getting 
children to enjoy being active and build 
habits into every day is critical to prevent-
ing future noncommunicable diseases, 
such as heart disease, overweight and 
obesity, hypertension, diabetes and many 
cancers.”

GenMove is being teamed up with a 
complementary football themed FIFA 
campaign – ‘Bring the Moves’ – which en-
courages young people to share their goal-
celebration moves online and generate a 
following of active young people through-
out the World Cup.

‘The Age of Modern Architecture 
in Qatar’ exhibition highlights 

Qatar’s iconic landscape

WHO, MoPH and FIFA release 
digital app to improve physical 
activity, help get children moving

Raffles and Fairmont make their debut in Qatar

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

THE ultra-luxury Raffles 
Doha and luxury Fairmont 
Doha, which herald the entry 
of the aspirational Raffles Ho-
tels & Resorts and Fairmont 
Hotels & Resorts brands to 
Qatar, are now open exclu-
sively for FIFA World Cup 
Qatar 2022 guests and VIP 
delegation.

The dual-branded five-star 
properties, housed within Ka-
tara towers, have welcomed 
their first guests while sup-
porting the nation’s historic 
FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 
by delivering exemplary ser-
vice and truly exceptional ex-
periences in both hotels.

Seven outstanding food 
and beverage outlets and res-
taurants have opened to the 
public, four located within 
Raffles Doha and three in 
Fairmont Doha. Through ad-
vanced reservation only, non-
stay guests can now book to 
enjoy next-generation gastro-
nomic experiences at Raffles 
Doha’s Alba, which is the first 
overseas outpost for the  cel-
ebrated restaurant by three-
star Michelin chef Enrico 
Crippa;  L’Artisan, which cel-
ebrates the art of modern din-
ing for breakfast, lunch and 
dinner; Blue Cigar, a lounge 
which boasts 6,000 literary 
classics, including some first 
edition classics as well as 
bespoke cigar collection; as 
well as Malaki Lounge, which 
spans the atrium lounge and 

ground floor and is the perfect 
venue for afternoon tea.

Diners can head to Fair-
mont Doha to savour the 
progressive Indian cuisine at 
Masala Library, the concept 

by restaurateur, television 
host and author Jiggs Kalra, 
and Latin American cuisine 
of Vaya, a vibrant restau-
rant with open kitchens and 
interactive service stations 

and where south American-
inspired dishes and drinks are 
prepared table-side. 

Guests can also choose to 
visit Dôme, a stylish chic Tea 
lounge that is the perfect place 

for afternoon tea and French-
inspired bites and sips.

Raffles Doha, an opulent 
132-key ultra-luxury property 
and Qatar’s only all-suite ho-
tel, offers an awe-inspiring 

suite experience and décor, 
paired with views of the Doha 
skyline.  Each suite experience 
is enhanced with personalised 
butler service, bespoke amen-
ities including an exclusive 
scent from Frederic Malle, a 
gallery wall with a collection 
of curated books and an in-
suite boutique. 

Raffles Doha furthermore 
features the marvelous Ka-
tara Hall, a dazzling space at 
the heart of the hotel which 
set new aspirations for lavish 
events, with 22-metre-high 
ceilings, making it the largest 
ballroom with daylight in the 
country. 

The hotel also has ad-
vanced beauty and wellbeing 
offers with nine spa and fit-
ness suites, each equipped 
with their own state-of-the-
art treatment rooms and 
some offering private outdoor 
terraces and plunge pools. 

The luxurious Fairmont 
Doha contains 270 rooms, 
92 suites, four themed suites 
and one presidential suite, all 
inspired by the interiors of 
luxury yachts along with an 
exclusive lifestyle hotel floor, 
Fairmont Gold, which is a 
privileged hotel-within-a-ho-
tel experience. 

Featuring gold mosaic 
wall tiling and rich wood pan-
elling, the rooms present an 
outstanding visual spectacle, 
spacious layout and incorpo-
ration of elements inspired by 
Qatari design, which boast a 
separate guest bathroom and 
a large furnished terrace of-
fering panoramic coastline 
views.  

Raffles Doha and Fair-
mont Doha will welcome 
guest room reservations post-
FIFA World Cup 2022.

The stunning Fairmont 
Doha opens its doors to cul-
tural connoisseurs and ad-
venturous travellers with 
heartfelt service in supremely 
glamorous surroundings.
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Fairmont Suite Living Room

Vaya at Fairmont Doha Malaki Lounge by Raffles Doha

Raffles Suite Living Dining Room

•	 The hotels officially 
open for FIFA guests 
and VIP delegation

•	 Restaurants open to 
public by reservation 
only

HE Sheikha Al Mayassa at the exhibition. HE Sheikha Al Mayassa at the exhibition.
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On the evening of December 2, 2010, Joseph Blat-
ter, the former president of the International Foot-
ball Association (FIFA), announced that Qatar had 
won the honour of hosting the 2022 World Cup, in 
a scene that will not be forgotten by football fans 
in the Arab world and across the world. This was 
the first time that an Arab Middle Eastern country 
had succeeded in winning the honour of hosting 
this event.

Since that night, the dream began, and after 
more than 4,380 nights, the dream comes true, 
when Italian Daniele Orsato’s whistle sounds on 
Sunday evening, announcing the start of the open-
ing match of the FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022.

A dream was born 12 years ago, but when 
dreams are entrusted to Qatari hands and minds, 
trust that they will come true to the fullest and 
most wonderfully than the imagination itself.

The journey of realizing the dream of hosting 
the World Cup finals was full of details and hard 
work, since the first day of Qatar’s announcement 
of its desire to host the World Cup, Qatar promised 
the world sophisticated stadiums where the most 
important football tournament matches would be 
held. Rather, the promise came with a challenge, 
which is that the stadiums will be at the highest 
level reached by stadium technology in the world 
and with the finest designs in building sports facil-
ities. Qatar believed in its promise.. It provided the 
world with 8 impressive stadiums with modern 
technology, eco-friendly and sustainable heritage.

The establishment and development of the 
World Cup stadiums was accompanied by a revo-
lution in the field of infrastructure modernisation 
in every inch of the land of Qatar, sea and land 
ports, an airport that is the best in the world, elec-
tricity and communications, health and educa-
tional facilities, tourism and entertainment facili-
ties and many more that surprise the visitor, and 
even the resident of Qatar. 

In the road sector, the world has been amazed 
by the amount of achievement of roads, bridges 
and tunnels that exceeds any imagination, and in 
record time, and in light of challenges that are the 
greatest of their kind.

With every grain of sand transferred to an in-
frastructure project or World Cup equipment, Qa-
tar emphasized in the first place that its projects 
conform to environmental specifications and be 
carbon-neutral and eco-friendly.

The journey of the Qatari dream was not an 
easy thing. Without the culture of the people and 
their support for their goals, nothing would have 
been achieved. Building the human being is the 
optimal investment in which Qatar succeeded 
along with building the World Cup equipment and 
requirements.

The Qatari sports fans did not depend on Qa-
tar winning the honor of organizing the World 
Cup, rather, it was fueled for winning more Gulf, 
Asian and Arab titles. During the years of realizing 
the dream, Qatari football witnessed dreams that 
come true every year and titles are achieved and 
harvested on every occasion.

When Qatar harnessed its financial capa-
bilities to achieve the dream of the World Cup, it 
was aware from the first moment that what it will 
spend will bring success and brilliance, and it has 
confirmed throughout the years of preparation for 
the tournament that it will be an exceptional tour-
nament in everything and has succeeded in that, 
according to everyone’s testimony.

Hours before the start of the FIFA World Cup 
Qatar 2022, Qatar is turning the page of prepara-
tion to open a page in the history with the main 
title “How the dream become a reality?”. 

In the field of infrastructure, Qatar, since it 
won the honor of hosting the World Cup, has 
turned into a huge workshop to implement new 
projects in this sector that serve the World Cup 
and be a legacy for future generations through a 
comprehensive vision that meets the standards 
of hosting major sporting events and at the same 
time achieves the goals of Qatar’s national Vision 
2030.

Over the past years, Qatar has implemented 
infrastructure projects that included all vital sec-
tors such as sports facilities, stadiums, roads, 
hotels, communications, transportation, health 
and other projects that will bear witness to the de-
velopment achieved by Qatar in a short period of 
time.

According to official data, Qatar has spent 
about $220 billion on infrastructure projects, an 
amount that does not include building stadiums 
and sports facilities for the World Cup only, but 
covers all infrastructure projects in the country, 
including roads, hotels, sports facilities, health fa-
cilities and other expenses that cover all sectors in 
the country.

In previous statements by officials of the Su-
preme Committee for Delivery and Legacy, as well 
as state officials, they confirmed that the World 
Cup in Qatar is more than just a sporting event, 
as hosting the tournament for the first time in the 
Middle East was a base for launching and accel-
erating giant projects, a large percentage of which 

are infrastructure projects. They are also projects 
that future generations will benefit from for dec-
ades, and not just projects that serve the World 
Cup only.

The spending of Qatar on infrastructure pro-
jects was carefully studied and described by many 
analysts and economists as a philosophy in the 
right direction, as all these infrastructure projects 
aim to bring about a qualitative leap in economic 
and tourism development in Qatar, and an ele-
ment of attraction for foreign investment that 
contributes to support strengthening the national 
economy.

Over the past years, Qatar has managed to 
build more than 100 new hotels within a luxury 
hotel chain, bringing the total number of rooms 
in the country to more than 30,000 hotel rooms. 
The metro network “Doha Metro” has been com-
pleted, which includes about 38 stations covering 
all important locations in the country.

Qatar has accomplished pioneering infra-
structure projects in the field of commu-
nications and digital transformation 
over the past years, making the 
FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 the 
first edition of the World Cup to 
rely entirely on 5G technologies, 
while the speed of internet data 
downloads in stadiums will be 
among the fastest in the World 
Cup tournaments. The World 
Cup in Qatar will also be one of 
the first tournaments to use the 
best and latest digital technologies 
at all.

In the State of Qatar’s hosting of 
the World Cup, many infrastructure 
projects were established in the health 
sector, which in recent years has at-
tained advanced global centers thanks to 
modern facilities and medical technolo-
gies used, as the number of public hos-
pitals in the State of Qatar reached 10, in 
addition to specialized medical centers, 
while the number of primary health cent-
ers reached 30 health centers distributed 
throughout the State of Qatar.

not far from the capital, Doha, Lusail 
City is the biggest witness to the infrastruc-
ture projects completed by Qatar. It is a 
completely new city and is considered one 
of the largest digital cities in the world. 
The city includes all vital facilities, in ad-
dition to hosting Lusail Stadium, where 
the World Cup final will be held.

Qatar has also developed, in its 
hosting of the World 
C u p , 

the city of Msheireb Downtown Doha, which is a 
fully digital city and bears witness to the strong 
achievements in the journey to host the World 
Cup, as the city includes thousands of housing 
units as well as commercial, recreational and vital 
facilities. Qatar also built the Pearl Island project, 
which are artificial islands and a city full of luxury 
of modern life.

Qatar has recently opened several tourism, 
entertainment and residential projects, which are 
considered a large part of the infrastructure com-
pleted in the journey of hosting the World Cup, the 
first tournament in the Middle East, the Arab and 
the Islamic world.

In the field of roads, and with the aim of pro-
moting a healthy lifestyle, Ashghal has imple-
mented 2,131 km of pedestrian and bicycle tracks 
in most of the local road and highway projects. 
These paths are connected to all stadiums hosting 
the World Cup, in addition to the construction of 

more than 16 bridges and five pedestrian tun-
nels.

 Traffic safety procedures and 
conditions are taken into consider-

ation when designing these lanes; 
It is designed to make it safe 
when entering traffic junctions 
along the road.

Pedestrian and bicycle 
tracks also connects between 
the stadiums hosting the FIFA 
World Cup Qatar 2022 and fan 
zones, as well as their residential 
areas, and tourist areas known as 

attractions.
These routes also connect to 

bus stations, metro stations, parking, 
(Park & Ride), and (Park & Walk).

In cooperation with the Supreme 
Committee for Delivery and Legacy 
and other concerned authorities in 
the country, Ashghal has completed 
car parks on a total area of more than 
6 million square meters, and has com-

pleted the total work of the Bus depots in 
Lusail area project, which comes within 
the state’s plan to develop the trans-
portation sector. The Lusail bus depot 
provides parking for nearly 478 electric 
buses serving the FIFA World Cup Qa-
tar 2022 matches.

The Supervisory Committee for 
Beautification of Roads and Public 
Places in the country is improving 

the features of the city of Doha 
through the development and ex-

pansion of some roads and the development of 
many intersections, which in turn contribute to 
enhancing irrigated safety and achieving the re-
quired flow on the road network during the tour-
nament and after the tournament.

It includes 900,000 trees and more than 11 
million square meters of green space, in addition 
to 11 parks and a multi-use green yard, as well as 
the development of 12 beaches in various regions 
of the country.

In the highway sector, the authority was able 
to implement 1,791 km of roads, including 207 
bridges and 143 tunnels, the most important of 
which are Al Majd Road with a length of 195 km 
and the Sabah Al-Ahmad Corridor with a length 
of 29 km due to their role in linking many roads 
serving the World Cup stadiums.

Concerning the environment, the FIFA World 
Cup Qatar 2022 is the first carbon-neutral World 
Cup in history, as the State of Qatar has worked to 
establish global standards in the field of environ-
mental conservation, thus forming a role model in 
major global tournaments.

The issue of the environment remained at the 
forefront of Qatar’s concerns during its hosting of 
the World Cup. Since it began implementing the 
facilities and activities related to the tournament, 
it has been keen to build a sustainable environ-
mental legacy that will benefit future generations, 
through the strategy of organizing the first carbon-
neutral World Cup in line with international ef-
forts calling to confront climate change.

Qatar has succeeded in building sustainable 
stadiums, including design, construction, energy 
and water use, as well as installing stations to 
measure air quality, gas emissions and dust in 
all World Cup stadiums, in addition to organ-
izing a mechanism for sorting waste during the 
stadium construction phase, to reduce the carbon 
footprint, and to recycle about 80% of the waste 
generated from the construction of the World Cup 
stadiums.

Qatar’s imprint in preserving the environ-
ment during the World Cup preparations jour-
ney is more evident in the transportation sector, 
as 25 percent of public buses have been replaced 
with electric buses for use during the tournament, 
which is an unprecedented record and historical 
achievement, and last April, the Ministry of Trans-
port received the last batch of buses. There are 130 
electric buses, to complete the supply of all electric 
buses, with 741 electric buses to be used during the 
tournament.

Later on, the buses will become a permanent 
legacy for mass transportation of clean energy af-
ter the World Cup. In the same context, the Lusail 
bus depot, which was inaugurated last October, is 
the largest electric bus depot in the world, with a 
capacity of 478 buses, and comes within the public 
transport bus infrastructure program.

The journey of building the eight stadiums 
for the championship and its commitment to 
the standards of reducing carbon emissions, re-
ducing energy and water consumption, reusing 
water and materials and recycling, reflect the 
awareness of the competent authorities of the 
importance of confronting climate change and 
limiting its effects.

The Qatari efforts in the World Cup journey 
are in line with the trends of sustainability and 
the desire to achieve balanced and sustainable 
growth. Some World Cup facilities were designed 
temporarily, and some of them can even be dis-
mantled, such as Stadium 974, which was built 
from shipping containers and detachable materi-
als including walls, ceiling and seats, as well as the 
use of high cooling systems which are eco-friendly 
in all stadiums, innovative lighting technologies 
that meet the requirements of sustainability.

In conjunction with the rapid changes on the 
environmental level, Qatar has taken good quali-
tative steps, as it has practically opened Al-Khar-
saah solar power plant project, which meets about 
10 percent of the demand for electric energy, and 
its national plans include hundreds of initiatives to 
reduce emissions or adapt to the effects of climate 
change, in addition to the obvious progress in the 
field of renewable energy, as well as plans to ex-
pand the field of waste-to-energy.

Over the past 12 years, with a weekly spending 
rate of $500 million, Qatar paved the way for the 
World Cup and provided it with all the reasons for 
success in terms of equipment, sports construc-
tion, infrastructure and logistics associated with it. 

Reports published by the Supreme Committee 
for Delivery & Legacy (SC) on its official website 
indicate that the cost of constructing the FIFA 
World Cup Qatar 2022 stadiums and training 
pitches amounted to QR 23 billion, spread over 
twelve years. This budget is similar to the budgets 
of the last editions of the FIFA World Cup and the 
Olympic Games.

In a related context, the expenditures that 
Qatar injected to build an infrastructure capable 
of absorbing the momentum that the World Cup 
will create in the joints of the national economy 
amounted to about USD 200 billion over the past 
period to establish a non-football infrastructure 
such as the construction of a new metro network 
in the capital, Doha.
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RoAd to 
WoRld CuP: 

 A Qatari dream 
is now a reality

eaa launcheS ‘achieving goalS’ campaign
on the margins of the organization of the FIFa World Cup Qatar 2022, the 
Education above all Foundation, has launched a campaign titled “achieving 
Goals”, as part of its integral work in contribution to achieve the sustain-
able development goals by 2030. The “achieving Goals” campaign high-
lights the commitment of the Foundation to the goals of the sustainable 
development, through the events hosted by the partners throughout the 
period of the competitions of the FIFa Qatar 2022 World Cup. The Educa-

tion above all Foundation revealed the events to be presented in conjunc-
tion with the World Cup events including an exhibition entitled “achieving 
Goals” will be held at the FIFa Fan Festival. In addition to launching a 
digital campaign including films, animations and videos on the importance 
of sustainable development goals and how we can achieve them. The 
Foundation announced that the campaign will include various activities dur-
ing the period from nov. 21 to Dec. 17, 2022. (Qna)



QNA
Kuwait

The Union of Arab Cham-
bers, which is the official rep-
resentative of the Arab private 
sector, has affirmed that or-
ganizing the FIFA World Cup 
2022 by Qatar is a source of 
pride for all the people of the 
Arab region.

This was revealed at the 
closing statement of the 133rd 

board of directors meeting of 
the Union of Arab Chambers 
(UAC) held recently in Kuwait.

The “Kuwait Summit for 
the Private Sector” statement 
also stressed that the World 
Cup has opened broad hori-
zons for Arab companies to 
implement more projects and 
gain more expertise.

Qatar Chamber Chairman 
Sheikh Khalifa bin Jassim 
bin Mohammed Al Thani led 

the chamber’s delegation in 
the meeting which touched 
on many topics, including en-
hancing mutual investments 
between Arab countries and 
the most prominent obsta-
cles facing the intra-Arab  
trade, in addition to upgrades 
in the global trade and op-
portunities available for Arab 
economies.

During the meeting, their 
excellencies the heads of un-

ions and Arab chambers, and 
members of the delegations 
praised Qatar’s organisation 
of this tournament, assur-
ing that it is a championship 
for all Arabs and that its eco-
nomic gains would exceed all 
expectations.

The statement also called 
on Arab governments to 
achieve the four freedoms 
that enhance Arab economic 
integration, which are the 

freedom of movement of indi-
viduals, freedom of movement 
of capital, freedom of move-
ment of goods, as well as the 
freedom of transfer of services 
by accelerating the adoption 
of the Agreement on Liber-
alization of Trade in Services 
among the Arab Countries.

The meeting also stressed 
encouraging the private sector 
to play its societal role in de-
veloping and supporting edu-

cation, training, and entrepre-
neurship to create productive 
generations that keep pace 
with developments, with a fo-
cus on youth entrepreneurs. 
It further called for empower-
ing women’s participation in 
economic activity, activating 
the PPP in all economic sec-
tors, and activating the role 
of banks and funds in Arab 
development in support of in-
vestments.

TribuNe News NeTwork
Doha 

QATAr Islamic Bank (QIB), 
Qatar’s leading digital bank, 
has set a new world record in 
building the largest soccer ball 
mosaic (flag), hosted at Doha 
Festival City’s newly opened 
Arena.

QIB celebrated the legacy 
of Qatar by setting a new Guin-
ness World records on No-
vember 19, 2022. To celebrate 
Qatar’s greatest sporting event 
and the festivities at Doha Fes-
tival City, members, friends, 
and partners of QIB gathered 
to assemble the largest soccer 
ball mosaic (flag) in the world.

The flag measures 11 me-
ters in length and is 28 meters 
wide, made with more than 
6,000 maroon and white soc-
cer balls to reflect the colors 
of the flag of Qatar, a symbol 
of pride and national identity, 
holding a deep significance to 
the land and its people.

The flag was assembled 
in the newly opened Arena 
at Doha Festival City where 
representatives of Guinness 
World records were present 
to review the attempt and con-
firm the record.

QIB has been at the fore-
front of celebrating the nation’s 
historic sporting event, bring-
ing people together to share 
in the spirit and excitement of 
this nationwide celebration. 

The bank has been contrib-
uting to making this celebra-
tion even more remarkable for 
its customers by launching a 
variety of activities, exclusive 
products, and services, in ad-
dition to offering its customers 
match tickets and a plethora of 
prize bundles.

Furthermore, as the ex-
citement for football is rising, 
QIB announced the launch of a 
modern and luxurious lounge 
for its guests at the Doha Fes-
tival City Arena, offering them 
a unique and premium match 
viewing experience through-
out the tournament. Situated 
outside of the Luxury Area, the 

QIB lounge will be open every 
day of the tournament from 
November 20 to December 18 
and will be the ideal place for 
avid football fans to spark the 
football energy beyond the sta-
diums. 

Three mega-screens will 
be placed outside the exclusive 
lounge to catch the matches 
and enjoy a carefully curated 
selection of refreshments, 
and an entertainment area for 
guests to unwind during half-
time. entry to the lounge is ex-
clusive to QIB Visa cardholders 
by invitation only.

Mashaal Abdulaziz Al 
Derham, Assistant General 
Manager, head of Corporate 
Communications and Quality 
Assurance QIB, said, “We are 
excited to join the people of 

Qatar and visitors from across 
the globe to make history while 
celebrating the greatest sport-
ing event, proudly hosted for 
the first time in the Middle east 
and the Arab World. The world 
record is an initiative from our 
bank to commemorate this 
landmark achievement for the 
people of Qatar and the region, 
uniting fans, and cultures from 
all over the world. In partner-
ship with Visa and the Doha 
Festival City, we are delighted 
to host our guests at the lounge 
to live an exceptional exciting 
sporting experience and enjoy 
the Largest Soccer Ball Mosaic 
(Flag).”

“We are appreciative to be 
partnering with Visa and hav-
ing the opportunity to break 
a world record. We invite the 

community and people in Qa-
tar to join us in celebrating 
football and this significant 
milestone and achievement 
for Qatar,” Mashaal said.

Visa Country Manager for 
Qatar Sudheer Nair said, “We 
are delighted to be partner-
ing with QIB to make history 
and mark this celebratory day 
for Qatar, one day before the 
kickoff of the biggest celebra-
tion of football ever. Thanks 
to the joint efforts of Doha 
Festival City and QIB, the QIB 
lounge will serve as a unique 
space for our cardholders to 
immerse themselves in the 
football fever. Through our 
support to QIB, we are further 
strengthening the national 
identity and paying tribute to 
Qatar.”

QIB sets new world records
for largest soccer ball mosaic

Qatar World Cup is source of 
pride for all Arabs, says UAC

TribuNe News NeTwork
Doha 

AAMAL Company, one of the 
region’s leading diversified 
companies, has announced 
that its subsidiary - Tiga 
Information Technologies 
Qatar (a leading provider of 
medical IT solutions, which 
is a 51 percent subsidiary of 
ebn Sina Medical Company 
and 49 percent owned by 
the Ankara-based Tiga Bilgi 
Teknolojileri AS) has won 
a five-year contract worth 
Qr320 million to provide IT 
solutions to the healthcare 
sector in Qatar.

The contract will pro-
vide digital solutions for 
the e-health portal project, 
including e-prescriptions, 
databases, and many oth-
ers. Tiga Information Tech-
nologies Qatar provides IT 
solutions across all aspects 
of healthcare, such as patient 
engagement, drug manage-
ment, public health manage-
ment, drug traceability, and 
personal healthcare.

The contract is expected 
to have a positive impact on 
ebn Sina’s activities, and the 
impact should be seen in the 
fourth quarter of 2022. The 
contract is being financed 
by the company’s s internal 
sources with no financing 
loans being used.

Aamal Company CeO 
rashid bin Ali Al Mansoori 
said, “We are delighted to 
play our part in developing 
Qatar’s healthcare sector. 
This contract reflects the 
great confidence that the 
healthcare industry has in 
our ability to supply IT so-
lutions to meet their evolv-
ing requirements. We are 
committed to continuously 
developing our services and 
products and establishing 
new partnerships in line with 
Aamal’s strategy to develop 

new revenue streams and de-
liver sustainable growth.

Sherif Shehata, head of 
the Trading and Distribution 
Sector at Aamal Company, 
said, “ebn Sina Medical is 
one of the leading compa-
nies in the medical sector in 
Qatar. Our partnership with 
Tiga reflects our commit-
ment to providing the latest 
products and solutions to the 
Qatari healthcare market. 
Our strategy is based on de-
veloping and expanding our 
operations in the IT solu-
tions sector and this contract 
is critical to our pursuit of 
this strategy.”

Aamal expands to 
healthcare IT sector

Aamal Company CEO Rashid 
bin Ali Al Mansoori 

Trading and Distribution Sector 
Head Sherif Shehata
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QNB celebrates winners 
of ‘Be on the winning 
team’ campaign pAge 10

Tiga Information Technologies Qatar has 
been awarded a contract to provide IT 
solutions to the medical sector in Qatar

During the 133rd board of directors meeting of the Union of Arab Chambers held recently in Kuwait, their excellencies the heads of unions and Arab chambers, and members of the delegations praised Qatar’s organisation 
of this tournament, assuring that it is a championship for all Arabs and that its economic gains would exceed all expectations.

QIB celebrated the legacy of Qatar by setting a new Guinness World Records title on November 19, 2022.



Tribune news neTwork
Doha

QNB Group, the official Mid-
dle East and Africa Supporter 
of the FIFA World Cup 2022, 
celebrated the winners of its 
‘Be on the winning team’ cam-
paign, which concluded re-
cently, in a festive and joyful 
atmosphere.

QNB is the only bank in 
the world offering its custom-
ers 1000 match tickets, to ex-
perience the once in a lifetime 
opportunity of attending FIFA 
World Cup Qatar 2022 held for 
the first time ever in the Mid-
dle East.

The event gathered musi-
cians and performers on a foot-
ball-themed stage that elated a 
large number of winners, me-
dia celebrities, and social me-
dia influencers who delightfully 
took part in various fun-filled 
activities.

The four months’ campaign 
concluded on October 31, and 
gave QNB customers an excep-
tional chance to win this once-
in-a-lifetime experience and 
enjoy the matches live in Qatar.

Furthermore, as a memora-
ble gift, the winning customers 
were also gifted with the FIFA 

World Cup 2022 limited edi-
tion banknote.

QNB Group executive 
management have also attend-
ed the event and had the op-
portunity to meet with guests 
including business partners 
and customers.

QNB Group General Man-
ager Retail Adel Ali Al Malki 
said, “I take this opportunity 
to congratulate all winners 
of the FIFA World Cup Qatar 

2022 match tickets, who were 
clearly eager to have this op-
portunity and experience the 
FIFA World Cup excitement. 
I am proud of the exclusive 
chance we offered to our cus-
tomers to witness the world’s 
greatest football event.”

QNB Group, currently 
ranked as the most valuable 
bank brand in the Middle East 
and Africa, is proud to be the 
Official Middle East and Africa 

Supporter of the FIFA World 
Cup 2022. Through its sub-
sidiaries and associate com-
panies, the Group extends to 
more than 30 countries across 
three continents providing a 
comprehensive range of ad-
vanced products and services. 
The total number of employees 
is 27,000 operating through 
1,000 locations, with an ATM 
network of more than 4,700 
machines.

QNB Group General Manager Retail Adel Ali Al Malki speaks at a function held to celebrate the winners of its ‘Be on the winning team’ campaign. QNB 
Group executive management have also attended the event and had the opportunity to meet with guests including business partners and customers.

QNB celebrates winners of ‘Be 
on the winning team’ campaign

Al-Attiyah Foundation Weekly 
Energy Market Review 

Tribune news neTwork
Doha

OIl dropped by about 2 per-
cent on Friday, logging a sec-
ond weekly decline, due to 
concerns about weakened 
demand in China and further 
increases to US interest rates. 
Brent crude settled at $87.62 
a barrel, falling $2.16, or 2.4 
percent.

The US WTI crude closed 
at $80.08 a barrel, losing 
$1.56. Both benchmarks 
posted weekly losses, with 
Brent down about 9 percent 
and WTI roughly 10 percent. 
Meanwhile, a stronger US 
dollar is pushing down crude 
prices. The market structure 
of both oil benchmarks shifted 
in ways that reflect dwindling 
supply concerns. The current 
WTI contract is now trading 
at a discount to the second 
month, a structure known as 
contango, for the first time 
since 2021.

Brent was still in the oppo-
site structure, backwardation, 
though the premium of nearby 
Brent over barrels loading in 
six months fell as low as $3 a 
barrel, the lowest since April. 
China, which sources say is 
looking to slow crude imports 
from some sources, has seen a 
rise in COVID-19 cases while 
hopes for less aggressive US 
rate hikes have been dented 
by remarks from some Fed-
eral Reserve officials. The Fed 
is expected to raise rates by a 
smaller 50 basis points (bps) 
at its Dec. 13-14 policy meeting 

after four consecutive hikes of 
75 bps.

Asian spot lNG gas prices 
continued to decline last week, 
in part due to a considerably 
warmer period that is unu-
sual for this time of year and 
that inventories remain well 
stocked. The average lNG 
price for January delivery into 
northeast Asia was $25.5 per 
mmBtu, down $0.50, or 1.9%, 
from the previous week, in-
dustry sources estimated.

However, market players 
believe the US Freeport lNG 
plant’s delayed restart would 
support prices in the coming 
weeks. Freeport lNG makes 
up 3.75 percent of the global 
market, and the extended 
outage across mid-November 
through December represents 
a loss of about 27 cargoes, ac-
cording to Rystad Energy.

China also has signaled 
that they don’t intend to be 
spot participants for the rest 
of the year. In Europe, much 
of the market is paying keen 
attention to weather forecasts, 
which is driving much of the 
volatility in the European gas 
hub and delivered lNG prices. 
The European weather outlook 
was recently revised toward 
below-normal temperatures 
for the coming weeks.

In the US, natural gas fu-
tures eased 1 percent on Fri-
day, paring losses of more 
than 5 percent earlier in the 
session, after Freeport lNG 
said it expects to restart its 
lNG export plant in Texas in 
December.

Oil posts second weekly 
decline on supply fears

Tribune news neTwork
Doha 

THE post-pandemic combination of robust 
demand growth with persistent supply con-
straints led to a significant spike in global con-
sumer and producer prices. As a result, major 
central banks have enacted ‘hawkish’ moves, 
hiking interest rates aggressively and halting 
or even reversing balance sheet expansion. 

The Bank of Japan (BoJ), however, is a 
notable exception to this trend. Historically 
at the forefront of radical monetary policy ex-
perimentation, the BoJ has so far continued its 
journey on tacking entrenched deflation. While 
the US Federal Reserve and the European Cen-
tral Bank are tightening rapidly to tame infla-
tion, the BoJ is maintaining its mix of ultra-
easy policies.

This includes negative interest rates, 
broad-based asset purchases, and yield curve 
control measures that cap long-term rates at 
low levels.

But for how long will the BoJ be the “dov-
ish” central bank outlier in a sea of “hawk-
ish” peers? This question is gaining even 
more ground recently on the back of three                                  
important facts.

First, the Japanese Yen (JPY) has been de-
preciating at record speed against the USD, 
stoking fears of imported inflation and finan-
cial instability. USD: JPY movements have 
been sharp, with the Japanese currency depre-
ciating by 43 percent since its recent peak in 
early 2021.

The cause of the strong depreciation of 
the JPY is mainly to be found between a clear 
difference in the policy stance of the BoJ and 
other major central banks. Such policy diver-
gence is leading to significant capital outflows 
from Japan to other advanced economies, par-
ticularly the US, pressuring the JPY. This takes 

place as Japanese investors look for higher 
risk-adjusted returns overseas. 

While 10-year Japanese government bond 
yields are barely positive, just above 25 basis 
points (bps), 10-year US Treasury yields are 
above 400 bps.

Second, inflation in Japan continues to 
march higher, printing in October 2022 an 
8-year high figure that surpassed the BoJ tar-
get for the seventh straight month. Inflation 
may accelerate further on the back of high im-
ported costs due to the sharp JPY depreciation, 
high inflation overseas, and elevated commod-
ity prices. Hence, analysts are now questioning 
whether Japan may be breaking away from its 
long-lasting deflationary trap of low growth, 
low inflation, and high levels of indebtedness. 
This is justifying an open debate about a BoJ 
exit from years of radical, ultra-easy monetary 
policy.

Third, scheduled changes within the BoJ’s 
senior leadership team are coming and may 

accelerate the debate about fresh new policies. 
The term of the governor and the Board of the 
BoJ is set to expire in six months, potentially 
triggering a “change of the guard.” 

Haruhiko Kuroda, the highly respected 
current BoJ governor, is one of the main ar-
chitects of the so-called “Abenomics,” the eco-
nomic policy signature approach of the for-
mer Prime Minister Shinzo Abe, which aims 
to reflate the Japanese economy with ultra-
aggressive measures.

Kuroda is therefore often associated with a 
post-Abe continuation of “Abenomics,” cham-
pioning “dovish” policies and positions. While 
Kuroda could still be re-appointed for a third 
five-year term as BoJ governor, most Japanese 
analysts expect a change in leadership. This 
could further stir the debate about policy piv-
ots, even if modest, orderly, and controlled.

All in all, a major JPY depreciation, above-
target inflation and scheduled changes in lead-
ership may encourage the BoJ to move away 
from ultra-loose policies.

In our view, however, there is limited scope 
for major changes in BoJ policies. The Japa-
nese Prime Minister, Fumio Kishida, has so far 
indicated his willingness to support the con-
tinuation of ‘Abenomics’. Moreover, below the 
surface of headline figures, the recent pick-up 
in prices in Japan looks less persistent than in 
other advanced economies. 

Several components of the Japanese con-
sumer price inflation basket still indicate 
muted price pressures. Before any meaningful 
policy change, the BoJ would need to be con-
vinced that inflation would stabilise around 2 
percent over the next quarters to understand 
if this trend persists. This would require a 
much stronger economy with significant wage 
growth, a rather unlikely scenario within the 
current macroeconomic backdrop of slowing 
global activity.

What to expect from the Bank of Japan?
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QdF recognised for 
retail excellence at 
World Travel awards
QATAR Duty Free (QDF) has been named the 
‘World’s leading Airport Duty Free Operator 
2022’ in the World Travel Awards.

It was one of the ten eligible nominees recruited 
from more than one hundred competitors for the 
accolade, which was presented at the World Travel 
Awards Grand Final Ceremony and Gala Dinner 
on 11 November. The event took place in Muscat, 
Oman. The World Travel Awards were established 
in 1993 to acknowledge, reward and celebrate ex-
cellence across all sectors of the tourism industry.

last month, Qatar Duty Free was also named 
the Middle East’s leading Airport Duty Free Oper-
ator 2022 by the World Travel Awards at the Ritz-
Carlton in Amman, Jordan. Middle East regional 
winners progressed to the World Travel Awards 
Grand Final. Qatar Duty Free Vice President Tha-
bet Musleh said, “It is with great pride and pleasure 
to be awarded the Worlds leading Airport Duty 
Free Operator and the Middle Easts leading Air-
port Duty Free Operator by the prestigious World 
Travel Awards. These awards are grand achieve-
ments and a testament to our outstanding retail of-
fer and excellent customer services.”  (QNA) 



Tribune news neTwork
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The Supreme Committee for 
Delivery & Legacy (SC) has an-
nounced that carbon savings 
from Qatar’s new 800 MW so-
lar power plant will be used to 
offset approximately half the 
emissions generated from the 
country’s hosting of the FIFA 
World Cup.

The Al Kharsaah Solar PV 
Independent Power Produc-
er Project will commit 1.8m 
tonnes of carbon savings to Qa-
tar 2022.

The plant opened in Oc-
tober and will help to consid-
erably reduce Qatar’s carbon 
footprint. The project covers 
10km , the equivalent of 1,400 
football pitches. During its first 
year of operation, it is expected 
to generate almost 2,000,000 
MWh, the equivalent energy 
consumption of approximately 
55,000 Qatari households.

A report published in 2021 
estimated that Qatar 2022 
would generate about 3.6m 
tonnes of carbon emissions. 
Data will be collected during 
the tournament to update the 

carbon inventory report and 
adjust the offsetting strategy 
accordingly.

While about 50% of the 
emissions will be compensated 
by savings from the solar pow-
er plant, the SC will source an 
additional 1.5m tonnes through 
carbon-offsetting projects ap-
proved by the Global Carbon 
Council.

The SC, in collaboration 
with FIFA and Q22, has pri-
oritised climate action over 

the past 12 years, as detailed 
in the FIFA World Cup Qatar 
2022 Sustainability Strategy. 
Tournament organisers have 
committed to delivering a 
carbon-neutral event – helped 
by a comprehensive range of 
initiatives, including free pub-
lic transport for fans and offi-
cials, no domestic flights, green 
building practices, extensive 
recycling and composting, and 
electric vehicles.

eng. Yasir Al Jamal, Direc-

tor General, SC, said: “Deliv-
ering a carbon-neutral FIFA 
World Cup is a countrywide ef-
fort. We are proud of the vast 
number of projects implement-
ed to help Qatar achieve this 
goal, from wide-ranging green 
building practices, including 
the development of Stadium 
974, the first fully-demounta-
ble stadium in FIFA World Cup 
history, to projects related to 
recycling, composting and the 
use of green vehicles.

 “The announcement today 
that carbon savings generated 
from the Al Kharsaah solar 
power plant will help to offset 
the emissions of hosting the 
first FIFA World Cup in the 
Middle east and Arab world 
highlights Qatar’s commitment 
to environmental sustainability 
and setting a benchmark for fu-
ture mega-event hosts.”

Qatar 2022 organisers will 
include all unavoidable carbon 
emissions in their inventory – 

including flights taken by fans, 
players, officials and media.

eng. Bodour Al Meer, Sus-
tainability executive Director, 
SC, said: “Our carbon reduc-
tion strategy has encompassed 
every area of tournament prep-
aration. Delivering the first car-
bon-neutral FIFA World Cup in 
history will be a major achieve-
ment and help to promote the 
environmental agenda in Qa-
tar, the region and globally. We 
thank our various stakeholders 
for their unwavering support 
and commitment in achieving 
this goal.”

Qatar’s new solar power plant to help 
deliver carbon-neutral FIFA World Cup
  Al Kharsaah to 
offset about half the 
emissions generated 
by the tournament

sanThosh Chandran
Doha

A FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 
promotional song sung by Jassie 
Gift, an Indian film music com-
poser and playback singer, has 
turned into a beautiful narration 
of Qatar’s journey to FIFA.

Jassie Gift has an excellent 
track record in South Indian 
music industry and his com-
positions have a huge number 
of fans. The song, which is full 
of the spirit of football and is 
essentially a celebration of the 
game, has already been viewed 
by a large number of people. 

The video was shot in Qatar 
with the beautiful city land-
scape forming the backdrop. 
The shoot locations included 
Souq Waqif, Aspire, Katara and 
surroundings of different FIFA 
World Cup stadiums. It has 
also highlighted the makeover 
of Doha in the last few years.

Speaking to Qatar Tribune, 
Gift said: “Most of the partici-
pants who appear in the video 
or have worked behind the 
scenes in this song were stu-
dents of Ideal Indian School. 
Qatar is like a home country for 
us and a global event here feels 
like something is happening in 
our own heart.”

To mark the beautiful 
memory of the school campus, 
the song titled ‘Nenjum Konde’ 
(With heart) was launched at 
the old campus of Ideal Indian 
School recently. Later, the song 

was shared with 2,022 people 
in social media. The launch 
ceremony was attended by 
the alumni of the Ideal Indian 
School in Doha. 

Rameez Azeez is the direc-
tor of the video. Others who 
were part of the production 
team were haida (producer), 
Vyshak (director of photogra-
phy), Junaid Muhammed (mu-
sic), harry (lyrics), Jayshankar 
(editor), Arif Backer (anima-
tion) and Niyas Yusuf, (project 
designer). 

Playback singer 
from India in WC 
promotional song

The Al Kharsaah Solar PV Independent Power Producer Project will commit 1.8m tonnes of carbon savings to Qatar 2022.

MeriaM JelliTi
Doha 

AIShA Al-Lamti, an 86-year-
old Tunisian woman, can’t 
wait to join other Tunisian 
fans in Qatar and to support 
her country’s national team in 
the FIFA World Cup that be-
gins today.

Called ‘Mother Aisha’ by 
the Tunisian fans, Al Lamti 
caught the eye of organis-
ers and fans from around the 
world when she lined up to 
welcome the Tunisian players 
on their arrival.

Accompanied by her 
daughter who is a resident of 
Qatar, ‘Mother Aisha,’ said 
that she travelled from Tu-
nisia to Doha specifically to 
be closer to ‘Carthage eagles’ 
team and witness their jour-
ney during the World Cup. 

Looking forward to at-
tending the matches in the 
stadiums, Al Lamti took a 
minute to express her happi-
ness when she spontaneously 
wished the team success and 
assured that she will be at-

tending Tunisia’s matches.
Tunisian fans are present 

in strength in Qatar celebrat-
ing their team taking part 
in the World Cup. Doha has 
witnessed thousands of fans 
from the community residing 
in the country, besides those 
who have recently flown in  to 
support the Carthage eagles. 
Dressed in the Tunisian flag 
and keen to cheer the national 
team, they created a carnival 
atmosphere at the dedicated 
fan zone. 

Talal Dabaghi, head of the 
Sports Committee of the Tu-
nisian Community Council, 
and one of the leaders of the 
Carthage eagles fans, said 
that Qatar is witnessing a 
World Cup atmosphere which 
is distinct. 

he stressed that Qatar’s 
organisation of the interna-
tional event is an ideal oppor-
tunity for Arabs to share their 
passion for football, and sup-
port their teams participating 
in the competitions, directly 

from the tournament stadi-
ums and for the first time on 
Arab grounds.

“There is no doubt that the 
fans of the Tunisian national 
team are among the most pas-
sionate Arabs fans about foot-
ball, and are keen to support 
their country’s national team 
in all its games”, Dabaghi said. 

“Tunisians are looking 
forward to the national team’s 
matches in the first round 
at the education City and Al 
Janoub stadiums, and God 
willing, the venues will be 
full of the Tunisian national 
team’s flags with a record at-
tendance of the Carthage ea-
gles fans throughout its World 
Cup games. 

Tunisian fans also lighted 
up the atmosphere in Souq 
Waqif in Doha, days before 
the start of the  World Cup 
and continue to be present all 
around the city. Video clips 
circulating on social media 
showed dozens of Tunisians 
dancing to the sounds of en-
thusiastic music in the middle 
of the market, carrying their 
country’s red flags.

Tunisia is participating in 
the Qatar 2022 World Cup, 
as one of the five representa-
tives of the African continent, 
and it is the Carthage eagles’ 
sixth participation in the 
World Cup. The lottery placed 
it in Group D, along with the 
teams of France, Denmark 
and Australia.

Oldest and biggest Tunisian fan 
inspiring Carthage Eagles team
Eighty-six-year old 
travels from Tunisia 
to be closer to the 
team and witness 
their journey during 
the World Cup

‘Mother Aisha’ looks forward to being at the stadiums for the matches.

Jassie Gift, film music composer 
and playback singer

Titled ‘Nenjum Konde’ (With Heart), the song was launched at the old 
campus of Ideal Indian School recently.
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Delivering a carbon-neutral 
FIFA World Cup is a 
countrywide effort. We are 
proud of the vast number of 
projects implemented to 
help Qatar achieve the goal, 
from wide-ranging green 
building practices - includ-
ing the development of 
Stadium 974, the first 
fully-demountable stadium 
in FIFA World Cup history- to 
projects related to recycling, 
composting and the use of 
green vehicles.
Eng. Yasir Al Jamal, Director 
General, SC
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Prime Minister and Minister of Interior HE Sheikh Khalid bin Khalifa bin Abdulaziz Al Thani visited on Saturday evening the media centre covering the activities of the FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 in Msheireb. The PM 
was briefed on the various facilities provided by the center to channels, various means of communication and media, including broadcasting studios, meeting and conference rooms, and offices to facilitate their work 
during the tournament coverage. Also, the PM visited several places designated for the events accompanying the tournament, such as the Doha Corniche and Lusail Boulevard, where he was briefed on some of the 
activities of a number of brotherly and friendly countries participating in the FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 in those places. The PM was accompanied during the visit by a number of senior officials. (QNA)

PM visits FiFA WC MediA Center, events ACCoMPAnying ChAMPionshiP

Grand opening for FIFa Fan Festival at al bidda Park, Corniche
Tribune news neTwork

Doha

The organisers of the FIFA 
World Cup Qatar 2022 officially 
inaugurated the FIFA Fan Festi-
val at Al Bidda Park and on the 
Doha Corniche last evening, in 
the presence of a large crowd, 
and a number of football legends, 
including  Spanish Iker Casil-
las, the Brazilian duo Roberto 
Carlos and Cafu, as well as the 
French trio Yuri Djorkaeff, David 
Trezeguet and Marcel Desailly.

The Fan Fests will continue 
throughout the tournament until 
the final match.

At the ceremony, FIFA Presi-
dent Gianni Infantino welcomed 
all fans, inviting them to enjoy 
the exceptional football tourna-
ment that kicks off today and the 
activities in Al Bidda Park and on 
the Doha Corniche.

Announcing the opening of 
the festival’s activities, Infantino 
said, “We are proud of the fans 
from all over the world, because 
thanks to them, the world now 
gathers here in Qatar. Welcome 
to you in Qatar!”

Representatives of the FIFA 
and the Supreme Committee for 
Delivery and Legacy (SC) partici-
pated in the opening ceremony.

hassan Al-Thawadi, secre-
tary general of the SC, said: “We 
welcome all fans to Qatar,” add-
ing that Qatar is making history 
and that the fans are part of this 
history, wishing them the best 
time in Qatar.

Lebanese singer Myriam 
Fares and Colombian superstar 

Maluma performed two concerts 
to open the live entertainment 
programme. The duo also per-
formed “Tukoh Taka”, the official 
anthem of the Fan Fest, which 
was co-recorded by Nicki Minaj, 
Maluma and Myriam Fares.

The musical performance 
marks the starting point of a wide 
range of artistic performances 
over the next four weeks, which 
will be interspersed with the best 
international and local musical 
creations. Thanks to the FIFA 
Sound initiative, visitors to the 
festival will enjoy performances by 
international artistes led by Diplo, 
Kiz Daniel, Nora Fatehi, Trinidad 
Cardona and Calvin harris.

The festival will be open to 
fans from 4pm until one after 
midnight on Sunday, the opening 
day of the FIFA World Cup Qa-
tar 2022, and the fans will have 

a date with 29 days of football, 
music culture and entertainment.

The Fan Fest is the perfect 
place to watch the FIFA World 
Cup Qatar 2022 matches in an 
enthusiastic atmosphere, where 
the fun is not limited to football 
excitement, but also includes 
a variey of  entertainment pro-
grammes. 

The activities on the Cor-
niche include large screens to 
display matches, in addition to 
music festivals, cultural activi-
ties and many interesting street 
shows from around the world.

The most prominent tour-
ist attractions during the tour-
nament include the 974 Beach 
Club, which is located near the 
974 stadium, and will present 
musical performances, a vari-
ety of activities and outlets to sell 
products.
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Supplement 
Sponsored by

One of the greatest sporting 
spectacles on the planet, 
the FIFA World Cup, kicks 
off at the magnificent Al 

Bayt Stadium in Doha today (Sun-
day) evening. 

FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 is 
historic in many ways. For one of 
the smallest nations to be hosting 
the world’s most watched sporting 
event is no mean achievement. It 
is also for the first time the football 
extravaganza is being held on Arab 
soil, a moment of immense pride 
for all in the region and an extraor-
dinary symbol of unity and brother-
hood. 

FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 has 
notched up many firsts since win-
ning the bid in December 2010. 
Traditionally held in the summer, 
this time the World Cup is tak-
ing place in winter. It is perhaps 
the only host nation to create 
all the modern, best-in-

class infrastructure from the stadi-
ums to hotels to roads to the metro 
from scratch. 

Under the visionary leadership of 
His Highness the Amir of the State 
of Qatar Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad 
Al Thani, Qatar has made pos-
sible everything that is needed for 
the event to be in place well before 
time. All stops have been pulled to 
make the thousands of visiting foot-
ball fans from all over the world feel 
at home.

The World Cup is not just about 
football. Beyond the sport, Qatar is 
using the event to showcase to the 
world the unique Qatari and Arab 
culture, history, language, music, 
art and cuisine. It will also intro-

duce to fans from 
far and wide 
the stellar 
economic 
development 

in the country, its peace-loving and 
friendly people, its tourist spots, et 
al. When football fans go home to 
their respective countries, Qatar 
would have made sure they carry 
wonderful memories of not only the 
football that was played but also of 
the country, and the Arab world.

Ever since Qatar won the host-
ing rights for the World Cup, vested 
interests have mounted a vicious 
campaign on baseless issues. 
The country has however stood its 
ground, resilient and carrying on 
with the job of ensuring the event is 
a resounding success.

Sport is not only about winning 
and losing. It is about bringing na-
tions from around the world togeth-

er and fostering peace. That is 
the message that FIFA World 
Cup Qatar 2022 is seeking to 
deliver to the world. 

(Tribune news neTwork)

Football’s  
arabian Delight

FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 set for kick off at Al Bayt Stadium
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Our mOrale 
is very high: 

hassan
 al haydOs

Khalid Tawalbeh
Doha

T
he biggest sporting event on earth is all set for the 
big kick-off on Sunday, with the hosts Qatar taking 
on ecuador at the magnificent Al Bayt Stadium.

And the Qatar national team have left no stone 
unturned to make this a memorable World Cup de-

but.
“Our morale is very high,” Captain hassan Al haydos told Qa-

tar Tribune in an exclusive interview on the eve of the World Cup.
Al haydos, who is also one of the most prominent players 

in the Qatar QNB Stars League and the captain of Al Sadd Club, 
spoke about his hopes and ambitions, his team’s preparations and 
their training ahead of the biggest sporting event, especially for 
their first confrontation against the ecuadorian national team.

Al haydos stressed that everyone in the national team will 
strive to honour Qatari football at the FIFA World Cup Qatar 
2022. he called on the fans to support the national team during 
all of their matches, which will be a great incentive for the players 
to deliver their best.

he said the national team will do their best to give an out-
standing performance and bring joy to the fans.

On the preparations of the national team for the World Cup, 
Al haydos said the national team is ready in all respects. “We are 
waiting impatiently for the whistle, which is the moment we have 
been waiting for, for a long time. And now we are just hours away 
from the big kick-off.” 

“We hope it will be an exceptional edition in everything,” he 
said.

Speaking about the 
team’s morale for the open-
ing match, Al haydos said, 
“The morale is high and the 
team has worked hard over 
the past years and it is an 
honour for us to be among 
those who represent Qatari 
football globally and at the 
World Cup for the first time.”

The 32-year-old leader 
added that the Qatari nation-
al team have played many 
continental tournaments in 
the past on the way to pre-
paring for this major tourna-
ment.

“During the camps, we 
played several friendly matches. They were very important expe-
riences for us. everyone has reached the required degree of readi-
ness and we are waiting for the moment of the starting whistle for 
the opening match.”

Al haydos stressed, “We are participating for the first time in 
the history of Qatari football in the World Cup, which represents 
a great challenge for us, but we will do everything possible for an 
honourable appearance.”

Regarding his expectations for the World Cup, Al haydos 
said Qatar has prepared for this big event wonderfully. “The in-
frastructure and sports facilities are great and everyone is talking 
about it. It is a pride for me as a Qatari to see all this development 
and change in my country.” 

Al haydos called on the Qatari and Arab fans to encourage 
Annabi. “This is an invitation to the fans to stand behind the na-
tional team in the real test of the World Cup.” 

“Their support for us will be a motivation to give the best.” 
The Al Annabi captain said, “hosting the World Cup in Qatar 

is a historic event and a source of pride for every person on Arab 
soil. The world’s attention is on the region for an exceptional foot-
ball festival in which four Arab national teams are participating.”

he said, “The country’s hosting of the World Cup will leave a 
sustainable legacy that will benefit individuals and communities 
in Qatar and the world, starting from the infrastructure projects 
completed by the state on the way to preparing for the champion-
ship, bringing the peoples of the world closer under the umbrella 
of football, and contributing to dispelling misconceptions about 
Qatar and the Arab world, after the success of an Arab Muslim 
country in organising the largest sporting event in the world.”

The Qatar national team will begin their first participation in 
the World Cup from the Al Bayt stadium, to face ecuador, who 
are participating in the World Cup for the fourth time.

Qatar will face Senegal in their second match at Al Thumama 
Stadium, before Annabi return to the Al Bayt stadium to face the 
Netherlands at the end of the group competitions.

The Qatar national team captain was born in Doha on Decem-
ber 11, 1990. he plays in the center of the attacking wing, and is 
considered one of the most important players of the golden gen-
eration of Qatari football which won the Asian Cup championship 
in the United Arab emirates in January2019.

Al haydos is also one of the symbols of Al Sadd Club; he has 
never worn the shirt of any other club.

The outstanding performance of this talented player got him 
a place in the first team of Al Sadd in 2007, when he was only 17. 
he quickly managed to book his place in the list of the team full of 
stars, contributing in good measure to the club’s many important 
achievements.

Al haydos was crowned best player in Qatar in 2014 and 2015.

Hosting the World Cup 
in Qatar is a historic event 
and a source of pride for 
every person on Arab soil. 
The world’s attention is on 
the region for an excep-
tional football festival in 
which four Arab national 
teams are participating.

 We will do  
everything possible for 
an honourable debut at 
the World Cup
 Qatar will take on 
Ecuador in the World 
Cup opening match
 We want Qatari and 
Arab fans to cheer for 
the national team

exclusive



Can Ecuador carry their qualifiers momentum?
Agencies

Doha

Before the turn of the century, ec-
uador had struggled to make much of 
an impact on football’s biggest stage.
In 1930, ecuador’s sports minister 
turned down an invitation to com-
pete at the first World Cup. 

The team withdrew from quali-
fication from the 1950 tournament 
and then failed to qualify from 1962 
to 1998.But the national team has 
turned things around, having quali-
fied for four World Cup tournaments 
in the past 20 years.
 Although they have continued to 
struggle in their World Cup appear-
ances, they have won at least one 
match in every tournament and 
found themselves in the round of 16 
in 2006.
This year, the team qualified for Qa-
tar World Cup 2022 in style with five 
home wins and just one defeat, plus 
impressive draws against Brazil and 
Argentina.
Argentine coach Gustavo Alfaro, 
formerly of Buenos Aires super club 
Boca Juniors, will be looking for ec-
uador’s strongest World Cup show-
ing to date despite injuries to Joao 
rojas and robert Arboleda.
Veteran forward and captain enner 
Valencia, whose 35 goals is ecua-
dor’s highest tally, will be leading the 
charge ably assisted by winger Angel 
Mena. And in support is a new gener-
ation of young players who have been 
building game experience across eu-
rope, such as 20-year-old midfielder 
Moisés Caicedo, who made his mark 
on the english Premier League with 
19 appearances for Brighton and 
Hove Albion.
Also keep an eye out at the back for 
Piero Hincapie, who has been getting 
plenty of game time in at Bayer Lev-
erkusen in the top flight of German 

football.
But the player to watch is 22-year-
old Gonzalo Plata. A lot rests on the 
star winger, who returned to the field 
in october after suffering an ankle 
injury.
But if it’s fireworks you’re looking 
for, look no further than 35-year-old 
keeper Alexander Domínguez, who 
managed to get himself sent off 

during January’s game against Brazil 
with a flying kick into Matheus Cun-
ha’s neck.
ecuador play hosts Qatar in the 
opening game of this year’s tourna-
ment and are hoping to spoil the host 
nation’s party with a win on the first 
day. With their current form, they’d 
be understandably disappointed to 
lose. 
The Netherlands are likely to domi-
nate their group, but Senegal may 
offer ecuador a chance to qualify for 
the round of 16 for only the second 
time.
ecuador has the youngest team at 
the tournament except for the Unit-
ed States and are hoping youthful 
exuberance will triumph over experi-
ence. ecuador may be the continent’s 
underdogs, but they still have plenty 
of bite. (aljazeera.com)
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Ecuador’s Argentinian coach Gustavo Alfaro (L) and Ecuador’s midfielder Moises Caicedo attend a press conference at the  
Qatar National Convention Center (QNCC) in Doha on Saturday, on the eve of the Qatar 2022 opening match against hosts. (aFP)

Ecuador’s players during a training in Doha, 
ahead of FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022. (aFP)

A look at South American 
team that looks to  
overcome its  
underdog status

● Previous World Cup 
appearances: 2002, 2006, 2014.

● Titles: 0.

● World Cup record: W4 D1 L5.

● Goals: 10.

● Biggest win: 3-0 Costa Rica 
(2006).

● Player to watch: Gonzalo Plata.

● FIFA Ranking: 44

● Fixtures: Qatar (November 20), 
Netherlands (November 25), 
Senegal (November 29).
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QATAR OPEN WORLD CUP 
PARTY AGAINST ECUADOR

IKOLI VICTOR
DOHA

THE World Cup has returned 
after a four-year absence. The 
FIFA World Cup officially be-
gins today (Sunday) when Qa-
tar take on Ecuador in a Group 
A match. The game begins 
at 7pm at the 60,000-capac-
ity Al Bayt Stadium which will 
also host one of the semi-final 
games.

Qatar and Ecuador have 
previously met three times, 
with all three meetings taking 
place in Qatar; their head-to-
head record is evenly balanced, 
with one win each and one 
draw (six goals each).

Qatar, the only Arab coun-
try to be hosting the tournament, 
is participating in their first FIFA 
World Cup. They will do their 
best to move past the first round.

South Africa, which hosted 
the event in 2010, is the only host 
nation to be eliminated in the 
first round of a FIFA World Cup.

The last four opening 
matches of a FIFA World Cup 
have resulted in 17 goals, an 
average of 4.25 per game. This 
is the first time the tournament 
has begun on a Sunday since 
1982, when Belgium defeated 
holders Argentina 1-0 in Bar-
celona.

Senegal was the last FIFA 
World Cup debutant to win 
their first game, defeating de-
fending champions France 1-0 
in the 2002 edition.

Qatar have won all three of 
their previous matches at the 
Al Bayt Stadium, with a com-
bined score of 9-0. Ecuador’s 
best World Cup performance 
to date came in 2006, when 
they reached the round of 16. 
That tournament was the only 
time they won their first group 
match, defeating Poland 2-0.

Qatar will rely on striker 
Almoez Ali, who led the Ma-
roons to victory in the 2019 
AFC Asian Cup, scoring nine 
goals (from ten shots on target) 
in seven games. It’s the most a 
player has ever scored in a sin-
gle tournament. In a game that 
is expected to be fiercely con-
tested, Qatar captain Hassan Al 
Haydos will be the driving force 
in the middle of the back. 

Ecuador have more well-
known players, including Pre-
mier League midfielder Moises 
Caicedo and veteran striker 
Enner Valencia.

According to the current 
FIFA rankings, Ecuador is 
ranked 44th and Qatar ranked 

50th. Both teams will go into 
the game knowing that a win 
will put them in a better posi-
tion to face the two other illus-
trious sides, the Netherlands 
and Senegal.

Qatar coach Felix Sanchez 
stated that the opening match 
will be memorable for the play-
ers. “It’s a very important day 
for us. This is a historic mo-
ment, a moment of happiness 

for us.” 
“It’s an extraordinary day 

like no other. We have made 
such a huge effort in this coun-
try. We are all devoted for this 
World Cup and have invested 

so much,” he said.
Sanchez said, “I hope it’s a 

great party where we can enjoy 
football and I hope everyone 
from all countries in the world, 
together, can enjoy this experi-
ence. I’m happy that we are the 
ones kicking off this competi-
tion.”

The coach exuded con-
fidence ahead of the biggest 
game of his career. His team, 
he said, is highly motivated and 
optimistic about their chances.

“We kept calm, we will try 

to put on a good show and be 
competitive. We have to be re-
alistic about the possibilities, 
but we have to do well.”

Spaniard Sanchez, 46, has 
been in charge of Qatar’s na-
tional team since 2015. Despite 
the odds, he believes Qatar will 
compete well against the Neth-
erlands, Senegal, and Ecuador. 

“It’s three games, and we 
know the level of our oppo-
nents. Due to their history, 
their individual talent, where 
they play, they are ahead of us. 
On paper, they should get the 
three points. Maybe they count 
on the three points already.

“But we are here to show 
we can be a competitive team. 
We will bring our ‘A game’ and 
try to get good results that will 
bring so much joy.”

The opening match will be 
officiated by Italian Daniele 
Orsato, considered one of the 
best in the business. He was 
in charge of the Champions 
League final between Paris 
Saint-Germain and Bayern 
Munich in 2020. Fellow Ital-
ians Ciro Carbone will be Assis-
tant Referee 1 and Alessandro 
Giallatani will be Assistant Ref-
eree 2. The Fourth Official will 
be Istvan Kovacs of Romania.

Predicted Line ups
Qatar (4-4-2): Al Sheeb, Miguel, 
Al Wari, Salman, Hassan, Ahmed; 
Hatem, Boudiaf; Al Haydos; Ali, 
Afif. 
Ecuador (4-2-3-1): Dominguez; 
Preciado, Torres, Hincapie, 
Estupinan; Gruezo, Caicedo, 
Cifuentes; Plata, Valencia, Ibarra.

Qatar’s players take part in a training session at the Aspire training site in Doha on Saturday on the eve of the FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 opening against Ecuador. (AFP)

Ecuador’s players training at Essaimer SC in Doha on Saturday on eve of FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 opening match against the hosts. (AFP)

Qatar’s Spanish coach Felix Sanchez (L) and Qatar’s forward Hassan Al Haydos attend a press conference at 
the Qatar National Convention Center (QNCC) in Doha on the eve of the FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 opening 
against Ecuador. (AFP)

World Cup hosts have never lost 
their opening game

Qatar qualified as hosts but the 
country also proved their worth by 
winning the Asian Cup in 2019. 
Besides they also came to qualify-
ing twice earlier in 1990 & 1998

Striker Almoez Ali was Qatar’s top 
scorer at the Asian Cup with nine 
goals but he has scored only once 
in 2022

This is Ecuador’s fourth World Cup 
but they have qualified for the 
knockout stages only once in 
2006, where they were eliminated 
in the last-16

Ecuador’s top scorer in the 
CONMEBOL World Cup qualifiers 
was Michael Estrada (six goals)

Ecuador did not pick Byron 
Castillo for the World Cup after 
the country’s football federation 
decided not to include him follow-
ing Chile’s claim at CAS for Sport 
that he was ineligible to play in 
qualifying matches

 Stat Facts

Previous Meetings
Qatar and Ecuador have played each other three times, with both 
teams winning once and one game ending in a draw
The last time they played each other was in October 2018 when 
Qatar beat Ecuador 4-3 in a friendly in Doha

 It’s an extraordinary day.  I hope it’s a great party where we can enjoy football and I 
hope everyone from all countries in the world, together, can enjoy this experience. I’m happy 
that we are the ones kicking off this competition.

Qatar coach Felix Sanchez
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Russia scores one of their five goals against Saudi Arabia at the 2018 FIFA World Cup at the Luzhniki Stadium, Moscow, Russia.

TIGHT, tetchy and conserva-
tive. That would describe 
a typical opening World 
Cup fixture, right?

Maybe once upon a time. But 
not any longer, not with a five-
star showing from Russia fresh 
in the memory. Nor when we 
have to cast our minds back 
only as far as 2006 to remem-
ber Germany and Costa Rica 
engaging in a compelling tug 
of war. There was the drama of 
Brazil trailing Croatia in front of 
62,000 stunned natives before 
recovering to win in 2014, too.
When the curtain comes up 
on the FIFA World Cup Qatar 
2022 on Sunday, the hosts and 
Ecuador will take their turn to 
try to conjure a contest that 
is bracketed among the great 
World Cup occasions. Because 
of all the group stage fixtures, it 
is often the first of the lot that’s 
remembered besides finals and 
high-drama knockout ties.
Not always, because this is 
football and nothing is predict-
able. For four straight competi-
tions from 1966, the World Cup 
began with a scoreless draw. 
The 95,000 inside Barcelona’s 
Camp Nou for the start of the 
1982 World Cup feasted on rela-
tive riches, then, when Belgium 
surprised defending champions 
Argentina 1-0.
Returning to the capacity of the 
opening fixture to share the 
headlines from a World Cup, 
think about 1990. Andreas 
Brehme scored the only 
goal in the final. But is the 
Germany left-back’s feat 
recalled any more readily 
than Francois Omam-Biyik’s 
strike for Cameroon to shock 
Argentina – and the world?
Likewise, Ronaldo’s redemption 
double for Brazil in the 2002 fi-
nal is rivalled in many observers’ 
memories by Senegal overcom-
ing France courtesy of Papa 
Bouba Diop’s close-range prod.

Here, FIFA+ details the potted  
history of the World Cup’s  
opening fixture.

1930: France 4 Mexico 1, 
Estadio Pocitos, Montevideo, 
Uruguay
The World Cup was a newcomer 
on the sporting scene 92 years 
ago and garnered none of the 
attention the 32 teams in Qatar 
can expect over the next month.
There’s a nice symmetry, none-
theless, in France scoring four 
times, just as they did in the 

most recent World Cup fixture, 
when Didier Deschamps’ side 
defeated Croatia in the 2018 
final. The victory – earned after 
racing into a three-goal half-time 
lead – was as good as it got for 
the French. They lost their subse-
quent two fixtures, while Mexico 
finished pointless, in a tourna-
ment won by hosts Uruguay.

1934: Italy 7 USA 1, Stadio 
Nazionale PNF, Rome, Italy
The notion of the first match as 
a stuffy affair, with the avoid-
ance of defeat a priority, hadn’t 
entered anybody’s thinking when 
Italy began their home tourna-
ment with a drubbing of USA. 
This 1934 World Cup was played 
as a straight knockout among 
the 16 entrants. Italy advanced 
in large part due to a hat-trick 
from Angelo Schiavo – and the 
hosts would be back in the same 
capital stadium a fortnight later 
to beat Czechoslovakia in the 
final following Schiavo’s extra-
time winner.

1938: Switzerland 1 Germany 1, 
Parc des Princes, Paris, France
Another sudden-death competi-
tion when one defeat signalled 
the end of a country’s World Cup 

hopes. Switzerland and Germany 
couldn’t be separated over 120 
minutes in the French capital 
after Andre Abegglen levelled 
Josef Gauchel’s opener for the 
Germans. Switzerland won the 
replay 4-2 but would exit in the 
quarter-finals following a 2-0 loss 
to Hungary.

1950: Brazil 4 Mexico 0, Ma-
racana Stadium, Rio de Janeiro, 
Brazil
It would be another eight years 
before Brazil claimed the first of 
their record five world titles. But 
the South Americans were begin-
ning to make an impression on 
the global game. They finished 
third in 1938 and, as hosts, 
started the 1950 party in char-

acteristically flamboyant style, 
putting Mexico to the sword 
4-0. The tournament would end 
in heartbreak when Uruguay 
toppled Brazil in front of close 
to 174,000 in the Maracana to 
smuggle the Jules Rimet Tro-
phy to a different corner of the 
continent.

1954: Yugoslavia 1 France 0, La 
Pontaise, Lausanne, Switzerland
The first of the cagey opening af-
fairs of popular legend was set-
tled by Milos Milutinovic’s 15th-
minute goal. Yugoslavia’s victory 
ultimately earned their progress 
at the expense of France by one 
point but eventual champions 
West Germany knocked them out 
in the last eight.

1958: Sweden 3 Mexico 0, 
Rasunda Stadium, Solna, 
Sweden
A third World Cup opening match 
for Mexico and a third compre-
hensive loss. The story, here, 

however, was Sweden, the host 
country, who laid the platform 
for a run to the final, where they 
came unstuck against Brazil and 
the South American’s 17-year-old 
sensation, Pele.

1962: Chile 3 Switzerland 1, Es-
tadio Nacional, Santiago, Chile
A hush descended over 65,000 
boxed into Chile’s national 
stadium when Switzerland’s 
Rolf Wuthrich scored after six 
minutes. Relief all round follow-
ing an equaliser from Leonel 
Sanchez 60 seconds before half-
time. And Sanchez completed 
the scoring on 56 minutes after 
Jaime Ramirez turned the game 
on its head following the break. 
Chile would reach the semi-finals 

where coach Fernando Riera’s 
team and the partisan locals 
were no match for a Brazil team 
that successfully defended its 
title against Czechoslovakia in 
the final.

The fallow years: 1966-1978
Arguably the period when the 
reputation of the safety-first 
World Cup opening match was 
born.
England’s 1966 champions gave 
no indication of what was to fol-
low in a scoreless Wembley draw 
with Uruguay. Mexico broke their 
first-match curse, at least, when 
they drew with Soviet Union in 
the crackling Estadio Azteca four 
years later.
The legendary Brazil of 1970 
began their ultimately failed title 
defence by sharing a stalemate 
with Yugoslavia in Frankfurt’s 
Walstadion. And the drought 
extended to a fourth tournament 
when holders West Germany 
drew 0-0 with Poland in  

Buenos Aires.

1982: Belgium 1 Argentina 0, 
Camp Nou, Barcelona, Spain
Erwin Vandenbergh became the 
first man to score in the World 
Cup’s opening fixture since 
Switzerland’s Wuthrich 20 years 
earlier when an unusually gener-
ous Argentina defence granted 
the Belgian forward the freedom 
of Camp Nou to drill home a low 
finish and spark tremendous 
celebrations. Both teams would 
eventually progress – but be-
tween them didn’t put a single 
point on the board in the second 
group stage.

1986: Italy 1 Bulgaria 1, Esta-
dio Azteca, Mexico City, Mexico

How Mexico must have wished 
they’d had the opportunity to 
make it fifth time lucky in an 
opening match back on their own 
soil, given the hosts started with 
a 2-1 victory over Belgium. In the 
event, defending champions Italy 
were held to a draw by Bulgaria 
after Nasko Siarkov equalised 
with five minutes remaining 
following Alessandro Altobelli’s 
opener.

1990: Cameroon 1 Argentina 0, 
San Siro, Milan, Italy
Perhaps the most famous 
opening game of them all. It is 
sometimes lost with the pas-
sage of time that Cameroon got 
as far as the quarter-finals. Like-
wise, the fact Argentina reached 
the final. This one-off game 
eclipsed all of that. Francois 
Omam-Biyik’s header squirmed 
beyond goalkeeper Nery Pum-
pido and, despite red cards for 
Andre Kana-Biyik and Benjamin 
Massing either side of the goal, 
the Africans secured one of the 
great World Cup victories.

1994: Germany 1 Bolivia 0, 
Soldier Field, Chicago, USA
No such drama four years later. 
Jurgen Klinsmann scored the 

only goal for the Europeans, who 
looked set for another strong 
tournament until a shock quar-
ter-final defeat by Bulgaria.

1998: Brazil 2 Scotland 1, 
Stade de France, Saint-Denis, 
France
John Collins’ penalty briefly 
threatened to stall the fa-
vourities after Cesar Sampaio’s 
fifth-minute breakthrough. But 
defender Tom Boyd scored into 
his own net after 74 minutes, 
providing the springboard for 
Brazil to advance to the second 
of three successive finals.

2002: Senegal 1 France 0, 
Seoul World Cup Stadium, 
Seoul, South Korea

This had all the ingredients for a 
repeat of Cameroon’s heroics 12 
years earlier: imperious defend-
ing champions, fancied to retain 
their trophy, against underdogs 
from Africa. Only nobody really 
believed lightning would strike 
twice.
Nobody, that is, outside coach 
Bruno Metsu and his team, who 
were fully worth their 1-0 win 
following Papa Bouba Diop’s goal 
on the half-hour.

2006: Germany 4 Costa Rica 
2, FIFA World Cup Stadium, 
Munich, Germany
The hosts dominated from the 
moment Philipp Lahm curled in 
a superb sixth-minute goal – but 
Germany couldn’t shake off 
dogged Costa Rica. The Central 
Americans equalised and closed 
the deficit again after Germany 
led 3-1. But coach Klinsmann’s 
team finally put the game to bed 
when Torsten Frings scored a 
screamer on 87 minutes.

2010: South Africa 1 Mexico 
1, Soccer City, Johannesburg 
South Africa
Siphiwe Tshabalala never played 
club football outside South Africa 
but the forward gained worldwide 
renown as the first man to score 
in an Africa-staged World Cup. 
Rafael Marquez equalised and 
the ‘away team’ threatened to 
burst the hosts’ balloon. That 
point was ultimately sufficient 
for Mexico to progress from the 
group ahead of South Africa on 
goal difference.

2014: Brazil 3 Croatia 1, Arena 
de Sao Paulo, Sao Paulo, Brazil
A 12th-minute own goal from 
Marcelo didn’t quite fit the 
scenario envisaged by Brazilians 
over the seven years follow-
ing confirmation the World Cup 
would return to the country after 
64 years. What followed was 
more like it. Neymar scored 
twice and Oscar added another, 
raising hopes of a home triumph 
– cruelly, it would transpire.

2018: Russia 5 Saudi Arabia 0,  
Luzhniki Stadium, Moscow, 
Russia
Fears over the hosts’ ability to 
shine at their own World Cup 
were alleviated with this crush-
ing win. Man-of-the-match Denis 
Cheryshev scored twice – he 
would finish joint-second for the 
Golden Boot – and Russia kicked 
on to the quarter-finals, where 
eventual runners-up Croatia 
needed penalties to prevail.

PAGE 6 | SPORTS SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 20, 2022

From 1974 to 2002, it was always the defending champions who played the 
opening match, and only in 2006 did the honour go back to the hosts. Germany 
(4-2 against Costa Rica in 2006), Brazil (3-1 against Croatia in 2014) and Russia 
(5-0 against Saudi Arabia in 2018) all recorded a win to kick off World Cups they 
staged. South Africa, meanwhile, were held to a 1-1 draw by Mexico in 2010. 
To date, no hosts have lost the opening match of a World Cup – a good sign for 
Qatar ahead of their historic meeting with Ecuador.

FROM SHOCKS TO STALEMATES, THROUGH A SERIES OF UNFORGETTABLE CONTESTS, A HISTORY OF WORLD CUP OPENING MATCHES

● Recent World Cup openers full of goals and drama

● Cameroon and Senegal both shocked global giants

● Hosts and Ecuador set for FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 
opener

FROM 
DROUGHT
     GOALS 
GALORE
TO

To date, 
no hosts have 

lost the opening 
match of a 
World Cup



beIN SPORTS’ free-to-air bonanza to celebrate Arab region’s first World Cup

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

IN a great celebration of the first 
World Cup in the Arab world, beIN 
MEDIA GROUP (“beIN”) announced 
today that it will broadcast 22 match-
es of the FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 
on its free-to-air beIN SPORTS chan-
nel in the Middle East and North 
Africa (MENA). The free-to-air cov-
erage will kick off with the opening 
match on Sunday, November 20 at 
the Al Bayt Stadium as Qatar take on 
Ecuador.  

The announcement means mil-
lions of fans and families across the 
24 country-MENA region can cel-

ebrate and experience the magic of 
the World Cup, held for the first time 
in their home region. The free-to-air 
beIN SPORTS channel will be the 
home of these 22 free broadcasts, 
which will sit alongside the full 64 

match and wider coverage of the 
tournament on the beIN SPORTS 
MAX channels. 

beIN SPORTS is the Official 
Broadcaster and exclusive broad-
cast rights holder of the FIFA World 

Cup Qatar 2022 across 24 countries 
in MENA, playing a central role in 
showcasing the historic tournament 
around the world. 

Mohammad Al-Subaie, CEO of 
beIN – MENA, said: “This is a cele-

bration of a World Cup in and for the 
Arab world. We are thrilled to be able 
to offer key matches free-to-air to the 
region’s passionate football fans. 
When we first became Official Broad-
caster of the FIFA World Cup Qatar 
2022, our mission was to pursue 
every opportunity to open up access 
to the tournament to the multitude of 
fans in this region. We remain com-
mitted to making our content widely 
available and we know how signifi-
cant and unifying this tournament is 
for us all.”

Today’s announcement comes 
shortly after beIN unveiled its exten-
sive coverage plans on beIN SPORTS 
for the entire tournament. In addi-
tion to the content offered free-to-
air, subscribers to beIN SPORTS will 
also have access to every single game 
of the FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022, 
with every minute of all 64 matches 
live in four languages, on seven dedi-
cated channels, together with the 
best commentators, angles and anal-
ysis broadcast straight to their TVs, 
mobiles and tablets. This complete 
package of live coverage will also be 
complimented by beIN’s signature 
high quality support programming.
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Etching the ‘beautiful game’ on Qatari soil 
into the hearts of all through unique art

VINAY NAYUDU
DOHA

A football world cup brings 
out the spirit of the “beauti-
ful game” and conquers the 
hearts of the people the world 
over like none other. It also 
brings people closer, makes 
every individual rejoice on his 
or her own, sometimes with 
just a football to play, from the 
mountains to deserts to paddy 
fields to next to a stream. 

It was therefore just natu-
ral for Malaysian-born and 
Qatar-based craftsman Patrick 
Rozario to get soaked into the 
spirit of football and its univer-
sal appeal since Qatar won the 
bid to host the 2022 tourna-
ment, way back in December 
of 2010.

Watching people celebrat-
ing in Qatar on a bridge, Ro-
zario thought of reflecting the 
culture and passion of this 
sport by producing some fabu-
lous paintings using ‘coffee’ as 
a natural dye to bring life to his 
telling work.

The 57–year-old, through 
his football series Grassroots 
Football Painting project, has 
made 100 paintings that fea-
ture football. The artist has 
chosen to illustrate the legacy 
and beauty of the game by us-
ing coffee and water colour.

 “We make art to tell stories. 
My World Cup project, Grass-
roots Football, is about telling 
stories of the beautiful game,” 
Rozario told Qatar Tribune. 

 “I wanted to keep the 
memory of football intact in a 
different and creative way. My 
paintings are scenes of nos-
talgia and grassroots football. 
This is where it all began - in 
the alleyways, villages, paddy 
fields and the favelas,” Rozario 
explained.

“The world will very soon 
forget the modern imagery of 
football soon after the World 
Cup games, but images of nos-
talgic and grassroots paintings 
will be unique and be remem-

bered for a very long time just 
as the Arab region’s first FIFA 
World Cup,” he adds.

“My paintings are scenes of 
nostalgia and grassroots foot-
ball. It’s about grassroots foot-
ball: football’s soul, football 
without rules, without reins, 
without restrictions or refer-
ees’ whistles. Sometimes, even, 
without a ball. 

A rolled up newspaper, rags 
and anything kids can kick. 
Monks, ladies in sarees, nuns, 
old people, young kids, and just 
about anyone but professional 
football players. Through these 

coffee and watercolor paint-
ings, I wish to have millions of 
people see, identify, appreci-
ate and recognize the ordinary 
people and places where foot-
ball is played. Where dreams 
are born and champions are 
created.”

Excerpts on his views 
about his project/passion.

How do you see football as a 
tool for peace building?
Sports (especially football) 
have long been idealized to 
heal wounds, mend fences, and 
rise above differences among 

cultures and nations. Just like 
former South Africa president 
Nelson Mandela said, “Sports 
has the power to change the 
world.” Mandela turned to Rugby 
and Football World Cup to help 
foster the country’s healing pro-
cess. Regardless of age, gender 
or ethnicity, football is enjoyed by 
all; its reach is unrivaled. More 
importantly, though, football pro-
motes universal values that tran-
scend language and culture. We 
can use it as a tool to improve 
the welfare of the planet and its 
people. Through its values, we 
can teach teamwork, leadership, 
humility, tenacity, and determina-
tion. But we also use football to 
shine a light on social issues, 
harnessing its influence and 
reach to draw attention to mat-
ters that are impacting society.

Why this project? Why did you 
take it on?
We have two sons and football 
is an integral part of the family. 
In December 2010, the family 
was watching television. When 
Qatar was chosen as the venue 
for FIFA World Cup 2022, all of 
us screamed with joy. It took a 
while for the reality to sink in. 
I told my family that two of the 
greatest games in the world, FIFA 
World Cup and Olympics, don’t 
come to their country for millions 
of people, in their lifetime. And 
here we have FIFA World Cup 
in our backyard. Therefore, we 
made a promise to ourselves 
that we will involve ourselves in 
the FIFA World cup in one way 
or another. For 11 years we had 
this ambition. Yes, it took very 
long to arrive at this idea of 
creating paintings of Grassroots 
Football.

When did you start this project?
I got the ah-ha moment in late 
November 2021 to do paintings 

related to Grassroots Football. 
I started painting in December 
2021. As at June 20, I had com-
pleted 98 paintings.

Why Coffee?
Coffee is a natural dye. I have 
paintings that I have created 
10 years ago. They still look 
fresh as they were when I 
painted them. I like to include 
‘sustainability’ in my work. Cof-
fee comes in different shades 
of brown, from very light brown 
to almost black. It’s a versa-
tile medium. Coffee paintings 
have a sepia look to it. World 
Cup 2022 is unique in many 
respects, with all the opportuni-
ties and challenges related to 
sustainability.

How long does it take to com-
plete each painting?
It all depends on the complexity 
of the paintings. Sometimes it 
takes 8-10 days to complete a 
painting. Sometimes just a day. 
But I paint every day, even when 
I am travelling. There are times 
when I had to revisit a painting 
and re-adjust certain things. I 
put anywhere between 6-8 hours 
a day, painting.

What will you do with the 
paintings?
All the 100 paintings will be 
framed. Before framing they will 
be scanned. I plan to create a 
Coffee Table Book. Each painting 
will be accompanied with its nar-
rative in English and Arabic.

The artist has partnered with 
award-winning media company, 
Dynasty Media, and the world’s 
favourite bakery, Simit Saray, 
for the Grassroots project to 
gain exposure. Rozario’s paint-
ings and merchandise will be 
displayed starting from Monday 
(November 21) across 16 out-
lets all over Qatar.

Announcement brings 
FIFA World Cup to  

maximum audience 
across MENA region  

so everyone can 
experience the magic 

of Qatar 2022

Malaysian-born 
Qatar resident 

Partic Rozario’s 
Grassroots Football 

Painting project 
illustrates the 

legacy of the game 
using paintings 

made from coffee 
and water colour

NOVAK Djokovic sealed his 
place in the final of the ATP 
Finals after edging past Taylor 
Fritz 7-6 (7-5), 7-6 (8-6) in 
Turin on Saturday.

The Serbian, who is bid-
ding to equal Roger Federer’s 
record of six ATP Finals titles, 
overcame Daniil Medvedev in 
a bruising three-hour contest 
on Friday, and he was again 
made to work hard for victory 
against spirited American 
Fritz.

“I had to fight to sur-
vive,” Djokovic said on court 
afterwards. “I didn’t feel very 
reactive today or very com-
fortable. “I knew coming into 
today’s match from yester-
day’s gruelling battle against 
Medvedev it would take me 
some time to adjust and find 
the dynamic movement I need 
against Fritz, who is one of 
the best servers on the tour. 
(DPA)

Djokovic downs 
Fritz to book spot 
in ATP Finals final

 Quick read

Abu DhabiChampion Max 
Verstappen took pole position 
on Saturday for the Formula 
One season closer Abu Dhabi 
Grand Prix ahead of Red Bull 
team-mate Sergio Perez. The 
Dutchman clocked 1 minute 
23.824 seconds to beat 
Perez by 0.228 second at the 
Yas Marina Circuit, where he 
clinched his maiden F1 title 
last year. “It was a bit of an 
up and down qualifying, Q2 
was a bit messy, I couldn’t 
get the grip together. But in 
Q3 it felt more normal - we 
had a bit of a scare as the 
car turned off,” Verstappen 
said. (DPA)

Verstappen takes 
pole for F1 season 
closer in Abu Dhabi

NEW YORK: Ja Morant of the 
Memphis Grizzlies and Phila-
delphia 76ers guard Tyrese 
Maxey both were forced to 
leave their respective games 
early on Friday after rolling 
their left ankles. Morant’s 
injury came late in the fourth 
quarter of a 121-110 win 
over the Oklahoma City 
Thunder, immediately need-
ing to be helped off the floor. 
He finished the game with 19 
points on five-of-20 shooting 
and 11 assists.  Earlier in 
the day, Maxey hurt himself 
late in what was arguably the 
best half of his young career. 
(DPA)

Grizzlies’ Morant, 
76ers’ Maxey limp 
off with injuries

Patrick Rozario.



DPA 
BERLIN

RICHARLISON says Brazil’s 
players “will do everything” 
they can to win a record-ex-
tending sixth World Cup in 
Qatar.

Brazil are steeped in World 
Cup history, with more titles 
than any other country, though 
their fifth and most recent tri-
umph came in 2002.

Tite’s men head into 
the tournament in Qatar as 
one of the favourites having 
lost just one match since 2019, 
their Copa America final defeat 
to Argentina last year.

Richarlison will be playing 
in his first World Cup, having 
scored 17 goals in his 38 ap-
pearances for the Selecao since 
his debut in 2018.

The 25-year-old says he 
and his team-mates will do all 
they can to bring home the tro-
phy, telling Eurosport: “If we 
will win? I don’t know, but we 
will do everything to win the 
World Cup.

“I prefer to work in silence, 

doing our job and doing our 
best every day. Certainly, Pro-
fessor Tite [head coach] will 
prepare us well for a great 
World Cup.” The Tottenham 
forward believes Brazil deserve 
to be among the most fancied 
teams and is confident they will 
make an impression in Qatar, 
saying: “I think there are a lot 
of good teams, but we are Bra-
zil.

“We have a lot of history, 
we’ve never missed a World 
Cup and we’re going to the 
World Cup to honour the shirt. 
We’re definitely going to get 
something good for us.” De-
spite his belief in Brazil’s pros-
pects, Richarlison acknowl-
edged other sides he feels have 
a chance, adding: “There are a 
lot of good teams.

“The defending champions, 
France. Belgium, for exam-
ple, and Argentina, which has a 
good squad and won the Copa 
America.” Brazil open their 
World Cup campaign against 
Serbia on Thursday, before fac-
ing Switzerland and Cameroon 
in Group G.

Lewandowski dreams 
of first World Cup goal 
with Poland in Qatar

Senegal’s first objective is to clear first round: Diouf

Brazil ‘will do 
everything’ to win 
sixth World Cup, 
says Richarlison

IKOLI VICTOR 
DOHA

FORMER Senegalese 
international El Hadji Diouf 
stated that the African 
champions’ first goal in 
the FIFA World Cup Qatar 
2022 is to advance to the 
next round ahead of hosts 
Qatar, the Netherlands, and 
Ecuador.

Diouf, a member of the 
glorious Senegalese team 
that reached the last eight 
of the Korea/Japan 2002 
World Cup, spoke at a media 
gathering on Friday during 
Senegal’s training at Al 
Duhail.

Senegal have been 

t i p p e d as the 
most likely African team 
to reach the World Cup 
semifinals, but Diouf, 
an ambassador with the 
Teranga Lions, says it’s one 
step at a time.

“Our first objective would 
be to pass the first round 
and afterwards we are going 

to talk again to see what we 
have to do again.”

Diouf, who was 
instrumental in Senegal’s 
remarkable 1-0 victory 
over France in Seoul in a 
memorable performance 
that made the entire football 
world sit up and take notice, 
said the African champions 
fear no team as they prepare 
to face the Dutch in their 
group opener.

“I don’t want to say we 
don’t want to play this or 
that team, but I know some 
teams don’t want to play us 
because they know we have a 
good team with experienced 
players.”

About the team’s injured 

talisman Sadio Mane, he 
said, “Mane is out of the 
World Cup, but he’ll never 
leave us, he’s always with us 
as he calls his teammates.”

“We totally love Sadio’s 
participation in this World 
Cup, and he went above and 
beyond to prepare for it. And, 
of course, every player wants 
to shine at the World Cup. 

“We’ll do everything we 
can to make him proud. And 
Senegal must demonstrate to 
the entire world that they are 
the African champions.”

Diouf went on to say that 
his team is made up of 26 
players who are strong and 
ready to play the World Cup 
with the zeal it deserves.

Former Senegalese international El Hadji Diouf at Al Duhail 
Stadium on Friday.

Costa Rica goalkeeper Navas fit to face Spain in World Cup opener
DPA 

BERLIN

KEYLOR Navas will be fit to 
face Spain in Wednesday’s 
World Cup Group E opener, 
Costa Rica assistant coach 
Ronald Gomez said.

Paris Saint-Germain 
goalkeeper Navas has not 
featured for Christophe Gal-
tier’s side in Ligue 1 this sea-
son, acting as deputy to Ita-
ly’s Gianluigi Donnarumma.

A lower-back issue 

for Navas raised fears the 
35-year-old would not recov-
er in time for Qatar, before 
Costa Rica’s sole World Cup 
warm-up game scheduled for 
Thursday against Iran was 
cancelled.

The former Real Madrid 
keeper will still be capable 
of featuring against Spain, 
though, according to Luis 
Fernando Suarez’s assistant 
Gomez.

“He has had some pain 
in his back, but it is already 

solved, so we now expect him 
to play the matches and offer 
what he has always given to 
us, which is reliability and 
good management of games,” 
Gomez said on Saturday.

The experienced coach 
Suarez will go to a third 
edition of FIFA’s top com-
petition with a different na-
tion, but has come under 
some scrutiny for selecting 
37-year-old Bryan Ruiz.

Gomez assured Ruiz was 
selected on merit, though, 

after doubts were cast on the 
choice to pick Costa Rica’s 
second-most capped player.

“Everybody knows him. 
We all know what Bryan rep-
resents to this national team 
and our football history,” 
Gomez added.  “He deserves 
to be here, he’s earned it, it 
is not a gift from our coach. 
He has the quality, although 
we will have to see how 
many minutes he is capable 
of playing. But for me, to 
bring Bryan is perfect.”

Costa Rica’s goalkeeper Keylor Navas takes part in a training session at 
the team’s Al Ahli SC training camp in Doha on Saturday. (AFP)
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ROBERT Lewandowski dreams 
of scoring his first World Cup 
goal as Poland look to atone for 
previous failings in FIFA’s top 
tournament.

Lewandowski remains one of 
world football’s elite marksmen 
after scoring 18 goals in all com-
petitions this season - only Erling 
Haaland (23) and Kylian Mbappe 
(19) have more in Europe’s top 
five leagues.

The Barcelona forward is also 
Poland’s all-time top scorer with 
76 strikes in 134 appearances, 
though he is yet to find the net at 
a World Cup.

Poland failed to qualify in 
2010 and 2014 before scoring just 
two goals at Russia 2018 amid a 
group-stage exit - and Lewan-
dowski is out to right the wrongs 
of previous disappointment.

“I think about the last World 
Cup for sure,” the 34-year-old 
told BBC Radio 5 Live.

“To score at a World Cup 

would be a huge dream and I’m 
going to do everything for this 
dream. I hope in this World Cup 
it will happen.” The striker con-
tributed to 13 goals in Poland’s 
World Cup qualification cam-
paign (nine goals, four assists) - 
more than twice as many as any 
of his international team-mates.

Poland will hope to cast aside 
their poor record in Monday’s 
opener against Mexico, having 
only started one of their eight 
previous World Cup campaigns 
with a win (D3 L4), beating Ar-

gentina 3-2 in 1974.
A meeting between two fa-

miliar foes will follow in Group C 
on November 30 as Lewandows-
ki faces Blaugrana legend Lionel 
Messi with Argentina.

“I will be happy to have this 
opportunity to play against Ar-
gentina and Messi - he changed 
football forever,” the former Bay-
ern Munich forward added.

“I am glad for everything I 
have achieved and these memo-
ries for the World Cup, so now is 
the time to enjoy.”

Poland’s forward Robert Lewandowski controls the ball during a training session at the Al Kharaitiyat training grounds in Doha on Saturday. (AFP)

Brazil’s forward Richarlison plays with the ball during a training session 
at the Continassa training ground in Turin recently. (AFP)

 African 
champions’ 
World Cup 

bid



QNA
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With its golden colour and 
creative design that unites the 
countries of the world, the 
FiFA World Cup trophy re-
mains a milestone in the his-
tory of all players who seek the 
honour of achieving it on the 
podium with their countries 
in the greatest football tourna-
ment in history. 

in a few days, 
832 players repre-
senting 32 teams 
in the FiFA 
World Cup 
Qatar 2022 
will aim to lift 
this trophy at 
the end of the 
championship.

Since the start 
of the World Cup in 
Uruguay in 1930, two 
different trophies have been 
used to crown the winning 
teams.

Originally dubbed the “Vic-
tory trophy,” the first trophy 
was renamed “Jules Rimet 
trophy” in honour of the first 
president of the French Foot-
ball Federation, former FiFA 
president, and French lawyer 
Jules Rimet, who is described 
as the godfather of the World 
Cup. the cup was constructed 
with gold-plated sterling silver.

French sculptor Abel Laf-
leur designed the first World 
Cup trophy.

After Brazil won the World 
Cup for the third time in 1970, 
they were awarded the Jules 
Rimet trophy permanently 
as stipulated in the FiFA laws 
that the first team to win 
the Cup thrice would get to 

keep the trophy perpetually. 
the trophy was placed at the 
headquarters of the Brazilian 
Football Confederation (CBF) 
headquarters inside a bullet-
proof glass cabinet. On Dec. 
20, 1983, Brazil was shocked 
to find out that the trophy was 
stolen. it has not yet been re-
trieved to this day.

After Brazil retained Jules 
Rimet trophy in 1970, FiFA 

decided to make a new tro-
phy iteration. Sculp-

tors from seven 
countries sent in 

53 submissions 
for the new de-
sign but even-
tually, it was 
commissioned 

to italian artist 
Silvio Gazzaniga, 

who worked at the 
time in the Bertoni 

manufacturing company 
as a medal-maker.

the new trophy was stolen 
again in England, in 1966. But 
unlike in Brazil, in 1966 the 
trophy was recovered. Pick-
les the dog came to the rescue 
seven days after the theft, dis-
covering the trophy wrapped 
in newspaper outside the front 
garden of a house in Upper 
Norwood, south London. to 
this day, no one knows how it 
got there.

From the World Cup in 
Germany in 1974 to the World 
Cup in South Africa in 2010, 
the number of names engraved 
on the base of the World Cup 
reached 12 winning teams. 
the future of the cup is not yet 
known after each of the names 
fills the plate at the bottom, 
which will not happen before 
the 2038 World Cup. 

The mosT 
coveTed 
prize in 
fooTball

WhaT 
a pickle:

england lost, 
found and won 
the World cup  

in a single 
year

Al Rihla: the official match ball that reflects Qatar’s culture and past

FoR the love oF 
gold: Stolen twice, 
recovered once, the 
World Cup trophy has 
a colourful history

QNA
Doha

FOOtBALL fans around the world 
are looking forward to the start of 
the FiFA World Cup Qatar 2022, 
the first tournament of its kind to be 
held in the Arab world and the Mid-
dle East. 

Over the past 12 years, Qatar has 
not left any stone unturned to pre-
pare itself for the World Cup, wheth-
er in terms of infrastructure, hospi-
tality or security. these preparations 
include the creation of the official 
match ball for World Cup, known as 
“Al Rihla” (the journey in Arabic).

FiFA and German sports equip-
ment giant Adidas revealed in March 
that Al Rihla would be the official 
match ball — the 14th successive 
ball designed by Adidas for the FiFA 
World Cup.

the ball design is inspired by 
Qatar’s culture, architecture, iconic 
boats and flag. its bold, vibrant col-
ours set on a pearlescent background 
represent Qatar’s past, its ancient 

pearling heritage, and the growing 
popularity of football in Qatar and 
the region.

Designed from the inside out 
using data and rigorous testing at 

adidas labs, in wind tunnels and on 
the pitch by football players them-
selves, Al Rihla provides the highest 
levels of accuracy and reliability on 
the field of play, partly due to its new 

panel shape and surface textures.
the ball features CRt-CORE the 

heart of the ball, providing speed, 
accuracy and consistency for fast-
paced action and precision, with 
maximal shape and air retention, 
as well as rebound accuracy; and 
SPEEDShELL a textured PU skin 
with a new 20-piece panel shape, 
improving the accuracy, flight stabil-
ity and swerve thanks to macro- and 
micro-textures, plus surface deboss-
ing.

the ball was designed with sus-
tainability as a priority; indeed, Al 
Rihla is the first FiFA World Cup 
ball to be made exclusively with wa-
ter-based inks and glues.

the bold and vibrant color set on 
a pearlescent background reflect the 
ever-increasing speed of the game, 
with speed revealing the spectrum of 
color to excite players and fans.

the FiFA World Cup Qatar 2022 
official ball will feature new con-
nected ball technology, which will be 
used to enhance the VAR system by 
providing an unprecedented level of 

data and information to match offi-
cials for making faster and more ac-
curate decisions.

Al Rihla will be the first World 
Cup official match ball to feature 
such an innovation, as a sensor 
placed in the center of the ball host 
will be able to automatically send 
data to the VAR referees room in 
matches at an estimated speed of 
500 times per second.

the new technology in the ball, 
which was developed in cooperation 
between Adidas, FiFA and German 
Automation company, KiNEXON, 
will relay real-time data to VAR of-
ficials for the first time.

the Connected Ball technology 
has been tested with many profes-
sional football clubs around the 
world, at the FiFA Arab Cup Qatar 
2021 and FiFA Club World Cup 2021 
in Abu Dhabi, without any perceived 
change in performance.

the World Cup in Qatar will pro-
vide fans with an exceptional experi-
ence and unlimited fun, and will take 
them on an unforgettable journey.

Al Rihla is the official match ball of Qatar 2022, the 14th successive ball designed 
by Adidas for the FIFA World Cup.

How iconic Eusebio wowed on the big stage
FiFA.com

hE arrived amid strict secrecy 
in Lisbon as an 18-year-old 
in 1960, hidden in an Algarve 
hotel for two weeks under the 
name Ruth Malosso.

he arrived in Manchester 
in 1966 as a 24-year-old amid 
consequential fanfare, a seem-
ingly mythical power who could 
run the 100 metres in under 11 
seconds and unleash dynamite 
from his right boot.

the sport had waited with 
bated breathe to catch a glimpse 
of Eusebio on its biggest plat-
form. Now, after he finished as 
the leading marksmen in Eu-
ropean qualifying for England 
1966, to inspire Portugal to 
their first FiFA World Cup™, 
that wish would be granted.

the iberians were dealt ill 
fortune at the official draw for 
the tournament at the Royal 
Garden hotel in London, being 
grouped with a Brazil side chas-
ing a third consecutive crown, 
a formidable hungary squad 
headlined by Florian Albert 
and Ferenc Bene and Bulgaria, 

who had beaten Paul Van himst 
and Belgium to qualify. Eusebio 
then self-inflicted further mis-
fortune on himself.

“Before the tournament, we 
had to draw our squad numbers 
out,” winger Antonio Simoes 
recalled to FiFA. “No11 was 
my number, always. But Euse-
bio got No11 in the draw, and i 
got No13. this number is – of 
course – very unlucky. i said to 
Eusebio, ‘if you play with the 
No13 in the World Cup, you’ll 
be the top scorer, and nobody 
will ever think again that it’s 
bad luck. For a whole country, 
you could demystify the No13 
forever.’”

And that he did. Eusebio 
was on target against Bulgaria 
and netted a brace against Bra-
zil as Portugal powered into 

knockout phase as Group 3 win-
ners. then, when they trailed 
3-0 to Korea DPR in the quar-
ter-finals, he heroically hit four 
goals to inspire a 5-3 success. 
Eusebio scored again in the 
semis, though it was insufficient 
to prevent a 2-1 loss to hosts 
England, before sealing an ex-
traordinary individual cam-
paign by helping his country to 
bronze against Soviet Union.

Six appearances, nine goals 
– three clear of his closest chal-
lenger for the Golden Boot. 
Eusebio would never play in the 
World Cup again, but he walked 
away having left an indelible 
mark on it.

“he was one of the great-
est players that will ever live,” 
said Pele. “A player like Eusebio 
comes along every 50 years.”

Portugal’s Eusebio takes break-
fast in bed at the Saxon Inn Hotel 
in Harlow on the eve of the World 
Cup Semi-Final against England at 
Wembley 
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The FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 will be the first time in the competition’s history that no team has 
qualified for the first time, the host nation being the only debutants. Over the past 92 years of the 
competition’s history, there have been some incredible debut campaigns to reflect on
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8 legendary
FIFa World Cup debuts

The inaugural FIFA 
World Cup featured 
13 teams from three 
continents. And while 
they were all debutants 
by definition, the 
hosts Uruguay created 
history by defeating 
1920s rivals Argentina 
to confirm their status 
as the dominant force 
in world football, 
having previously 
won gold at the 1924 
and 1928 summer 
Olympics.

On their 
independence centenary, the Uruguayans had even more reasons to celebrate after coming from 
a goal down to defeat Argentina 4-2 at the Centenario Stadium in Montevideo, the architectural 
masterpiece that was built specifically for the occasion.

Uruguay 1930

Celestial joy at the Centenario

hOW do you bounce back 
from losing a continental 
final? You do it the Algerian 
way. After losing the 1980 
Africa Cup of Nations final 
to Nigeria, the Desert War-
riors went on to qualify to 
the FIFA World Cup Spain 
1982 at the expense of the 
Nigerians and didn’t stop 
there. Going on to deliver 
the greatest performance 
by an African side in the 
competition until then.

A tale of how the un-
fancied Algerians humbled 
reigning european champions West Germany, stormed past Chile, only to find themselves out 
of the World Cup after a game that would come to be known as ‘The Disgrace of Gijon’.

Algerian in 1982

Algerian revenge, pride and the disgrace of Gijon

FOr a nation of just over 
3 million people to reach 
the FIFA World Cup was a 
dream on its own, but to go 
there and compete against 
teams with the history and 
football traditions of Bra-
zil, Scotland, Sweden and 
Czechoslovakia was beyond 
the wildest imaginations of 
Costa ricans back in 1990.

having watched their 
neighbours Cuba, haiti, 
honduras and el Salvador 
all compete at earlier edi-
tions of the World Cup, Los 
Ticos were eager to present their own credentials. roger Flores, Juan Cayasso and their team-
mates wrote their names in gold in the Costa rican history books.

Costa Rica 1990

The might of Los Ticos

ONe of Africa’s powerhous-
es for the previous two dec-
ades, Nigeria finally arrived 
at the World Cup stage on 
the same year they picked 
up their second Africa Cup 
of Nations accolade, and 
there was plenty for Nigeri-
ans to celebrate on US soil.

They scored, they 
danced and they played a 
flamboyant brand of foot-
ball with a smile on their 
faces, while along the way 
defeating Bulgaria and 
Greece and at some point 
leading against Argentina 
and Italy. Daniel Amokachi, , rashidi Yekini and Finidi George became household names, leav-
ing their mark on the collective memory of World Cup fans.

Nigeria 1994

Super Green Eagles soar high in USA

ALreADY two-time 
Asian champions, 
Saudi Arabia were 
virtual unknowns 
outside the continent 
when they arrived at 
USA 1994. But nearly 
three decades later, 
ask any football fan 
of a certain age about 
that tournament, and 
the Green Falcons, 
and particularly Saeed 
Al Owairan, will get a 
mention alongside the 
likes of romario and 
roberto Baggio as the legacy names of that tournament.

It was not only Al Owairan’s iconic goal against Belgium, it was also heroic performanc-
es against the Netherlands and Sweden and a win against Morocco that made Saudi Arabia’s 
dream journey to the round of 16 on their debut a story worth retelling.

Saudi 1994

Goals and glory for the Green Falcons

CrOATIA emerged from 
the ruins of the Balkans war 
an independent nation, de-
termined to make a name 
for itself on the world stage, 
and football was one of 
their greatest success sto-
ries in the early years of the 
newborn nation’s history.

A surprise quarter-fi-
nal spot in euro 1996 was 
merely the prologue toa 
historic journey that saw 
Davor Suker, Zvonimir 
Boban and robert Jarni be-
come legends of the game, 
going all the way to pick up 
the bronze medals in France 1998, beating the likes of Germany and the Netherlands.

Croatia 1998

Birth of a football nation

eIGhT years after the ex-
ploits of Nigeria, the en-
tire African continent was 
gripped by the fairytale of 
their latest World Cup rep-
resentatives. Little fancied 
Senegal entered the World 
Cup with a bang, beating 
the reigning champions 
France.

No longer with us, the 
names of French coach 
Bruno Metsu and tower-
ing midfielder Papa Bouba 
Diop will forever be remem-
bered as the miracle makers 
of The Lions of Teranga, who marched all the way to the quarter-finals of the FIFA World Cup 
Korea/Japan 2002 on their debut, matching the best result for any African nation to date.

Senegal 2002

Metsu’s miracle

IT took 43 years after their 
first Africa Cup of Nations 
triumph and 24 years after 
their record fourth one for 
Ghana to finally arrive at the 
FIFA World Cup, but when 
they did, it was a glorious 
debut.

The fearless Black Stars 
took on Italy, the Czech re-
public, the United States 
with bravery and flair. Asa-
moah Gyan, Sulley Muntari 
and company reached the 
round of 16 and gave their all 
against a Brazil side led by 
the likes of ronaldo, ron-
aldinho, Kaka and roberto 
Carlos. Ghana 2006

The Black Stars join the party
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When Saudi first met continental 
king Argentina on the big stage

Brazil undone by Maradona magic

Maradona and the Hand of God

While Saudi Arabia and 
Argentina will meet 
in their first outing at 

Qatar 2022, their encounter in 
the first FIFA Confederations 
Cup final in 1992 has left a last-
ing legacy in the kingdom.

For 20 years, the FIFA Con-
federations Cup brought to-
gether continental champions 
every four years and marked 
the countdown to the FIFA 
World Cup. But the roots of 
the tournament go back even 
further to a knockout competi-
tion for four teams organised by 
Saudi Arabia in 1992: the King 
Fahd Cup.

The inaugural edition in-
cluded hosts Saudi Arabia and 
three other reigning conti-
nental kings: Argentina, Côte 
d’Ivoire and USA.

Argentina, under the stew-
ardship of Alfio Basile, had just 
won the Copa America 1991 and 
had in their ranks a young Ga-
briel Batistuta.

For their part, Saudi Ara-
bia were the dominant force 
in Asian football, having won 
back-to-back AFC Asian Cups in 
1984 and 1988. The King Fahd 
Cup was an opportunity for the 

Saudis to prepare for that year’s 
Asian finals, which were sched-
uled to start nine days after the 
final of their home tournament.

Argentina’s star-studded 
squad enjoyed a warm welcome 
on their arrival in Riyadh. The 
23-year-old Batistuta, who was 
beginning his second season 
with Fiorentina, wasted no time 
showcasing his goalscoring 
skills at King Fahd Internation-
al Stadium.

‘Batigol’ scored his 11th and 
12th international goals in the 
opening ten minutes of Argen-
tina’s first match against Côte 
d’Ivoire, before Ricardo Al-
tamirano and Beto Acosta add-
ed one apiece after the break 

to ease La Albiceleste into the 
final.

Coached by Bora Miluti-
novic, USA travelled to Saudi 
Arabia two years before they 
would host the FIFA World 
Cup and found the going 
tough against the hosts and 
a 70,000-strong crowd. The 
Stars and Stripes managed to 
keep the Asian champions at 
bay for the first half but suc-
cumbed to the pressure in the 
second, when goals from Fahd 
Al-Harifi, Youssef Al-Thunayan 
and Khaled Massad put the 
Saudis into the final.

The atmosphere for the de-
cider at King Fahd Stadium was 
not dissimilar to that of a World 
Cup. And even though fans in 
green and white dominated the 
stands, there were still cheers 
when Diego Simeone, who was 
wearing the legendary No10 
shirt made famous by Diego 
Maradona, set up Leo Rodri-
guez in the 18th minute for the 
opening goal from the edge of 
the box.

When Claudio Caniggia 
added a second six minutes 
later, Saudi Arabia feared the 
worst. Deftly controlling the 
ball inside the penalty area af-
ter a precision pass from the 
right wing, Caniggia had time 
to turn and drill a powerful shot 
past goalkeeper Saud Al-Otaibi 
from 12 yards. But the Saudis 
refused to crumble and valiant-
ly repelled the torrent of attacks 
launched by Basile’s men.

The home side’s resistance 
was only broken again in the 
64th minute after Batistuta’s 
shot came back off the upright 
into the path of Simeone, whose 
close-range shot ricocheted off 
the underside of the crossbar to 
the goal-line, before finally go-
ing in off the bar at the second 
time of asking.

Though a relative unknown 
at the time, the Saudi No7 Saeed 
Al-Owairan made a name for 
himself by reducing the deficit 
with a 30-yard strike that the 
normally reliable Sergio Goyco-
chea let slip through his fingers.

Although Saudi Arabia 
would go on to lose 3-1, the 
King Fahd Cup 1992 left a last-
ing legacy in the Kingdom, with 
The Green Falcons participat-
ing in the subsequent three 
editions of the tournament, as 
hosts in 1995 and 1997, and as 
Asians champions at Mexico 
1999 following their third con-
tinental title at UAE 1996.

The late, great Diego 
Maradona rarely lacked 
in self-belief. But when 

Argentina, having struggled 
through the group stage at Ita-
lia 90, found themselves pitted 
against their oldest rivals in the 
last 16, he struck an uncharac-
teristically downbeat note.

“The Brazilians,” said 
Maradona, “are very strong - 
better than we are.”

There was no false modesty 
in this statement, and Brazil 
duly set about proving their su-
periority in a one-sided match 
in which Alemao, Careca – 
two of El Pibe de Oro’s Napoli 
team-mates - and Dunga all 
struck the woodwork. Argenti-
na, though, held on grimly and, 
with nine minutes remaining, 
Maradona produced his inimi-
table brand of magic.

Picking up the ball in his 
own half, he set off on a slalom-
ing run towards goal that took 
him past three Brazilians and 
then, as four more converged, 
ended with him slipping a sub-
lime pass through for Claudo 
Caniggia to score the game’s 
only goal. “That marvellous 
goal destroyed Brazil’s spirit,” 
Maradona would later reflect.

He was also angry at sug-
gestions that one of the men 
he beat on that memorable run 

had gone easy on him.
“It annoyed me that Bra-

zil’s press accused Alemao of 
not having brought me down 
because we were Napoli team-
mates,” he wrote in his au-
tobiography. “Nonsense! I 
surprised him with my short 
sprint - that’s why he didn’t 
catch me.”

Claudio Taffarel, Brazil’s 
goalkeeper that day, focused 

instead on Brazil’s failings. “We 
played Argentina off the park 
but we lost,” he told FIFA+ re-
cently.

“They only had one chance, 
created by that Maradona run, 
and they scored. We had 20 
chances and missed the lot. 
That’s football, but I’m abso-
lutely certain about one thing: 
A Seleção beat themselves at 
that World Cup.”

MARADONA’S legend-
ary opener in the 1986 
quarter-final win over 

England in 1966 is still etched 
in footballing world’s collective 
memory.

“A little with the head of 
Maradona and a little with the 
hand of God.”

Diego Maradona’s enig-
matic description of his infa-
mous opener in Argentina’s 
1986 FIFA World Cup Mexico 
quarter-final clash with Eng-
land holds a place in football 
history. Replays, of course, 
later proved that his head had 
been a less significant part of 
the equation than he initially 
suggested!

“It was probably the best 
piece of fraud you will ever see 
- and he got away with it,” said 
Terry Butcher, one of the Eng-
land defenders left to protest in 
vain. Butcher would, of course, 
go on to be beaten not once but 
twice en route to Maradona’s 
magnificent, much-celebrated 
second in that 1986 quarter-fi-
nal. But for all that latter goal’s 
unparalleled brilliance, Argen-
tina’s controversial opener has 
proved just as enduring.

Gary Lineker, the Three Li-
ons striker whose 81st-minute 
goal in the last-eight meeting 
helped him claim the Golden 
Boot, told FIFA+ documentary 
The Hand of God: “I don’t have 
rage in me. I like Diego, I have 
to confess. He cheated us, but 
I’ve forgiven him. Maradona 
was the greatest player of our 
era. The things he did on the 
pitch were magical.”

Other England players 
have proved less forgiving, 

with goalkeeper Peter Shilton 
the most notable example. “I 
always have people saying: 
‘Oh, he out-jumped you.’ He 
didn’t out-jump me. He cheat-
ed,” Shilton has lamented.

Naturally, such com-
plaints only drew typically 
mischievous responses from 
the late, great Argentinian 
icon. “It’s not that I’m proud 
of scoring a goal like this, but 
I think it’s funny when they 

get mad because I scored a 
goal with my hand. I think it’s 
very funny.”

“They, England, won a 
World Cup with a goal that 
wasn’t against Germany,” 
Maradona added, referring to 
the controversial strike that 
put the Three Lions ahead 
in the 1966 final. “So, they 
shouldn’t say anything about 
Maradona - because they 
cheated before I did!”

Diego Maradona scoring against England at the 1986 World Cup.

Diego Maradona makes his brilliant pass to Claudio Caniggia (running 
above) for the goal to Brazil at the World Cup.

Sebastian Abreu scoring during a shootout against Ghana in the 2010 FIFA World Cup quarter-final.

When El Loco lived up to his name
Uruguay drawing Ghana 

at Qatar 2022 reviving 
memories of a thrilling 

2010 quarter-final. It is one of 
the most memorable penalties in 
FIFA World Cup history.

Sebastian Abreu had the 
responsibility of returning Uru-
guay to the semi-finals for the 
first time in four decades. But 
with Ghana also on the verge of 
history, and Africans united in 
support of the Black Stars, the 
vast bulk of a noisy, partisan Soc-
cer City crowd was willing El Loco 
to miss.

But while countless players 
have faltered under such pres-
sure, and many more still have 
gone for the obvious, ‘safe’ 
option of going hard and low to 
one corner or the other, Abreu 
took the road less travelled. With 
hearts pumping and vuvuzelas 
blaring all around him, the eccen-
tric Uruguay star won the shoout-
out with the cheekiest of chips.

It was an extraordinary effort, 
one that left him at the risk of 
looking foolish – and facing the 
ire of a nation – but which was 

also, as his team-mates acknowl-
edged, typical of the man.

“We’re used to his crazy 
things - it’s not the first time he’s 
done that,” said Uruguay’s cap-
tain, Diego Lugano. “He’s as mad 
as he is intelligent. He studies 
opponents and goalkeepers. He’s 
brave and smart.”

El Loco himself rejected any 
suggestion of madness playing a 
part in his decision, however, and 
pointed to a famous ‘Panenka’ 
four years earlier to prove his 
point. “What adjective did you 
use to describe Zidane’s penalty 
(in the 2006 Final)? Crazy? No, 
magic. So why not Abreu?” he 
asked.

“Besides,” he added in an 
interview with FIFA.com, “I’d 
been watching their keeper and 

I saw that he was diving before 
the penalty taker struck the 
ball. Given that a place in the 
semi-finals was at stake I didn’t 
think he was likely to stand still. 
Normally you’ve got so much 
adrenaline pumping that you aim 
for one side or the other, but I 
took it with confidence.”

Indeed he did, and Abreu’s 
clear-minded appraisal of the sit-
uation, and correct assessment 
of Richard Kingson’s intentions, 
led to the warmest of post-match 
compliments from his coach.

“I wouldn’t say that it was a 
crazy decision,” said Oscar Tab-
arez. “In my view the way he took 
it showed his class, his quality. 
The people who criticise him just 
wouldn’t be brave enough to do 
what he did.”
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 We’re used to his crazy things - it’s not the first time he’s 
done that He’s as mad as he is intelligent. He studies opponents 
and goalkeepers. He’s brave and smart

— Then Uruguay captain Diego Lugano on Sebastian Abreu after 
he won the shoout-out in the 2010 quarter-final against Ghana.

Although Saudi Arabia 
would go on to lose 3-1, 
the King Fahd Cup 1992 
left a lasting legacy in the 
Kingdom, with The Green 
Falcons participating in the 
subsequent three editions 
of the tournament, as 
hosts in 1995 and 1997, 
and as Asians champions 
at Mexico 1999




