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France international Olivier Giroud believes 
that holding the World cup in november and De-
cember, during the mid-season of the world’s top 
league, is unique because players will be in good 
shape and ready to perform at a higher level.

The 36-year-old, who is playing in his third 
World cup, spoke at the team’s first press confer-
ence and training at al Sadd Sports club on Thurs-
day, ahead of their first match against australia on 
Tuesday.

“It’s unique to have a World cup in the middle 
of the season, but we are all in the same boat. It’s 
as if we were continuing in the wake of our domes-
tic leagues, the players are ready, they are in good 
shape. You have to be vigilant with regard to physi-
cal hiccups, the staff of the France team is aware 
of this.”

“For me it is kind of a blessing to have the op-
portunity to play for my country at a third World 
cup. I want to enjoy every single moment,” Giroud 
said told reporters.

“I’m already very happy to be here, it’s a great 
source of pride,” the Frenchman said of his role in 
the team, given that real Madrid talisman Karim 
Benzema is the main striker. “everything is clear 
with the coach regarding my role. I’ll try to bring 
my expertise as soon as I’m needed.”

“Being professional means preparing as if you 
are going to start the match, being ready at any 
time to jump in is crucial. The preparation must 
remain the same. You have to have the energy to 
bring something extra when you come into play. 
The more we advance in the competition, the more 
the bodies will be put to the test; the impact of the 
players who will enter the game will have to be 
more and more decisive.”

Giroud, who leads Milan’s attack in the Italian 
Serie a, commented on his form, “My best form? 
I’m not sure, I’ve done Zlatan things in the past, 
and I enjoy acrobatic goals. I’m in good shape 
physically, in my game, at my club, and with the 
France team. It’s a prosperous time for me. It’s a 
blessing to feel this good at 36.”  “I think I am a 
striker with the qualities of a target man, with a 
part of my game where I can play like a pivot, make 
lay-offs to people,” he said of his relationship with 
Kylian Mbappé. Players have always enjoyed play-
ing alongside my profile throughout my career. It’s 
something Kylian enjoys, so that’s a plus.”

 Speaking on France’s chances in Qatar 2022, 
he said: “We have a lot of hope but also humility, 
we do not make ourselves favourites. We know 
that there are very big teams in this World cup. I 
have a lot of confidence in this squad.”

  at this year’s World cup, Giroud hopes 
to break Thierry Henry’s record and be-
come France’s all-time leading goal scorer.

“Of course, I have the target of beating 
‘Titi’ (Henry), but the main goal is to go as far 
as we can in the competition as a team.”

With 114 caps, the former arsenal and chelsea 
striker is now just two goals away from equalinge-
qualling 1998 World cup winner Henry’s record 
haul of 51 for Les Bleus.

France will miss Paul Pogba, as well as Kanté 
and Kimpembe, according to Giroud, but the 
youngsters will step up. “With his personality, 
Paul has been a significant force in this France 

t e a m , 
but I am 

c o n fi d e n t 
that other young 
leaders can emerge. 
I, too, will play the 
role of big brother for 
the youngsters, mak-
ing myself available 
to them and speak-
ing up when neces-
sary.”

France’s forward Karim Benzema (L) speaks with France’s forward Kylian Mbappe during a training session  
at the Jassim Bin Hamad Stadium in Doha on Thursday. (aFP)

Paris Saint-Germain President Nasser Al Khelaifi is seen with Head of French Football Federation Noel  
Le Graet during France’s training session at the Jassim Bin Hamad Stadium in Doha on Thursday. (aFP)

France’s forward Olivier Giroud speaks at a press 
conference at the Jassim Bin Hamad Stadium in 
Doha on Thursday. (AFP)
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Tariq Salman calls on fans to support Qatar’s national team
QNA
Doha

TarIQ Salman, who plays in the midfield in 
Qatar’s national side, has called on fans to sup-
port the national team during the matches in 
the FIFa World cup Qatar 2022.

“everyone in the national team will seek to 
honour Qatari football in the FIFa World cup 
Qatar 2022,” he said.

Salman said that he had always dreamt of 
competing in the FIFa World cup, and particu-
larly when he was at the aspire academy for 
Sports excellence.  

He said he was confident that Qatar would do 
its utmost to provide an outstanding performance 
to the bring joy to the fans.

Salman, 24, told the official website of the 
Qatar Football association: “We have partici-

pated in many continental championships in 
the past on the way to prepare for the World 
cup, in addition to the camps where we played 
several friendly matches. They were impor-
tant experiences for us. We have reached the 
required level of readiness, and we are waiting 
for the moment the starting whistle goes off for 
the opening match.”

“The atmosphere in the national team 
is wonderful,” he said, praising coach Felix 
Sanchez for playing a major role in his jour-
ney to the national team. “He trained me for 
12 years and gave me great confidence which 
helped me to double my efforts.”

Salman pointed out that the most beautiful 
moment of his football career was winning the 
asian cup in 2019. “It was a great joy that can-
not be forgotten, especially since it is the first 
asian title for the national team.”

Qatar midfielder 
Tariq Salman.
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Germany arrived in Qatar 
on Thursday, six days before 
their opening World Cup match 
against Japan. after a flight 
from Oman to Doha, coach 
Hansi Flick and his players went 
on to their base in the very north 
of the host country.

at the entrance to the se-
cluded Zulal Wellness resort, 
numerous camera teams, pho-
tographers and reporters were 
waiting for the squad.

The last stretch of the road 
through the desert were lined 
with flags with World Cup mo-
tifs. a large police contingent 
was also on site.

after a training-free Fri-
day, Flick wants to start the fi-
nal preparations for the Japan 
game on Saturday. Their other 
group opponents are Spain and 
Costa rica. Lukas Klostermann, 
who played just 34 minutes for 
Germany in their only World 
Cup warm-up in a planned 
move, believes the short prepa-
ration time for the Qatar tour-
nament is no hindrance.

The rB Leipzig right back 
has played just two club games 
all season because of a foot 
problem but was named in Ger-
many’s World Cup squad.

He started the 1-0 friendly 
win over Oman on Wednesday 
but came off after just over half 
an hour. He says having just 
over a week for him and all the 
team to prepare for their World 
Cup opener against Japan next 
Wednesday is nothing new, as 
he recalled the rio 2016 Olym-
pics.

“Back then, we also had just 
a few days until the first match, 
and it still went quite success-
fully with the silver medal. So 
I’ll take that as a good omen,” he 
told Kicker magazine on Thurs-
day. Germany lost to Brazil in 
the rio final.    “I’ve been back 

in full team training for a while 
now and I’m in a condition 
where I can help the team. If the 
coach hadn’t been convinced of 
that, he probably wouldn’t have 
nominated me.”  

Coach Hansi Flick told re-
porters: “That was exactly how it 
was planned, including the sub-
stitution of Lukas Klostermann 
after 30 minutes.” 

Flick also had warm words 
for debutant goalscorer niclas 
Fullkrug, a rare bright spark on 
an otherwise dull night for Ger-
many.  

Flick said: “I told the team 
to show that they are ready for 
Qatar, for the World Cup. He 
showed it.” Füllkrug added: “I 
continue to try to stay relaxed. 
I continue to stay down to earth 
and humble. I’m happy to be 
here.” 
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Ronald de Boer is pre-
dicting Brazil will win 
the FIFa World Cup for 
a record sixth time at 
this year’s tournament in 
Qatar.
The former netherlands 
international recently 
gave his World Cup pre-
dictions to the Supreme 
Committee for delivery & 
legacy (see gallery below 
for full details). He is pre-
dicting the South ameri-
can giants will beat Por-
tugal in the final at lusail 

Stadium on december 18.
The former ajax, Barce-
lona and Rangers mid-
fielder is also tipping his 
country to have a strong 
campaign by claiming 
third place. He sees 
louis van Gaal’s 
side winning 
Group a, ahead 
of africa Cup of 
nations hold-
ers, Senegal.
“as a dutch 
guy, I was quite 
pleased with the 
draw, and I think the 
team can be happy with 
this group as well,” said 
de Boer. “To be in the 
same group with hosts 
Qatar is special for me 
after living in doha for 
seven years – but for me, 
the netherlands and Sen-
egal are the favourites to 
advance.”

The 52-year-old, who ap-
peared for the oranje at 
two World Cups, expects a 
surprise in Group F, with 
Croatia and Morocco fin-
ishing ahead of one of the 

favourites, Belgium, 
and Canada. 

“You always 
have a surprise 
somewhere in a 
World Cup,” he 
said. “For me, 
I think Belgium 

are going to strug-
gle, with Morocco 

being the surprise 
team in the group.”  
de Boer’s knockout pre-
dictions include some 
enticing clashes from 
the quarter-finals stage 
onwards, with the neth-
erlands reaching the last 
four before falling to 
Brazil, while France will 
see their World Cup title 

defence come to an end 
against Portugal. 
The Qatar legacy am-
bassador then expects 
the Brazilians to lift the 
trophy by overcoming 
Cristiano Ronaldo and co 
on Qatar national day.   
“For me, Brazil are the 
clear favourites to win the 
title,” de Boer said. 
“When Brazilian players 
put that yellow jersey on, 
something happens to 
their mindset. I believe 
Brazil will be fully ready 
for this World Cup, and 
come the final day, I think 
they will lift the trophy 
again.”
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Germany arrive in Qatar for the 
World Cup, to train on Saturday

Infantino announced as only 
candidate for FIFA presidency

FIFA President Gianni Infantino attends Youth festival opening ceremony in Doha on Thursday, ahead of FIFA 
World Cup Qatar 2022. (AFP)

Ronald 
de BoeR:
BRazil 
favouRiteS 
to Win
WoRld Cup 2022

Netherlands’ players during a training session at the KNVB Campus in Zeist on November 14, 2022, prior to arriving in Doha for FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022. (ANP/AFP)

PARis: the French Football Federation (FFF) has condemned racist messages directed towards Eduardo 
Camavinga on social media after Christopher Nkunku was injured ahead of the world Cup. Nkunku was 
ruled out of the tournament in Qatar after suffering a knee sprain in training on tuesday and is facing 
up to eight weeks on the sidelines. Video footage circulated on social media purporting to show Nkunku 
sustaining the injury in a challenge with Camavinga, which led to the Real Madrid midfielder receiving 
discriminatory messages. “the FFF condemns these attacks in the strongest possible terms and is in full 
support of Eduardo.” Nkunku also defended Camavinga, saying he had been “unfairly targeted.” 

DohA: A stoppage-time penalty from lucas Cavallini gave Canada a 2-1 win over Japan in a pre-world 
Cup friendly on thursday. Yuki soma gave the Japanese an early lead in Dubai but steven Vitoria levelled 
midway through the first half. Both sides have personnel worries before the Qatar tournament. Japan 
midfielders wataru Endo and hidemasa Morita are still suffering from concussion and muscle problems 
respectively while striker Kaoru Mitoma arrived late at the training camp after being ill. All three missed 
the game.

France condemn racist abuse suffered by Camavinga after Nkunku injury

 Quick read

Former Netherlands  
international also  
expects strong Dutch 
showing at Qatar 2022 

A bus carrying members of the German football team arrives at the Zulal Wellness Resort in Al Shamal, 
north of Doha on Thursday, ahead of FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022. (AFP)

 I continue to try to stay 
relaxed. I continue to stay down 
to earth and humble. I’m happy 
to be here. 

- Niclas Fullkrug

Late penalty helps Canada beat injury-hit Japan in WC warm-up

dpa

GIannI Infantino is set for 
a third term as president of 
FIFa after football’s world 
governing body said on Thurs-
day he was the only candidate 
for next year’s election.

The vote takes place on 
march 16 in the rwandan 
capital Kigali. The 52-year-
old Swiss has already received 
backing from South america, 
asia and Oceania despite the 
controversies surrounding the 
upcoming Qatar World Cup 

and his botched plans to hold 
the event every two years.

The German football fed-
eration had announced on 
Wednesday that it would not 
openly support Infantino but 
would also not nominate an 
alternative.  
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beIN MEDIA GROUP (“beIN”), and 
its flagship sports channels beIN 
SPORTS, have revealed their exten-
sive and unrivalled coverage plans 
for the upcoming FIFA World Cup 
Qatar 2022 across the Middle East 
and North Africa (MENA). 

With more than 20 state-of-the-
art studios positioned around the 
country, 18 hours of daily live cover-
age across each of its eight channels 
in four languages and the biggest 
male and female names in football 
providing the best analysis around, 
no other broadcaster will cover the 
beautiful game’s quadrennial tour-
nament like beIN.

As the official FIFA World Cup 
Qatar 2022 broadcaster in 25 coun-
tries across MENA and France, beIN 
will play a central role in showcasing 
Qatar and its historic tournament to 
the world, leading the way through-
out the build-up and during the big-
gest sporting event on the planet, 
which kicks off on November 20 and 
runs until December 18. 

With its Qatar headquarters hav-
ing evolved into one of the world’s 
leading sports and entertainment 
broadcasters over the past 19 years, 
beIN understands better than any-
one the significance of providing ex-
clusive, in-depth, and quadrilingual 
coverage of the region’s first FIFA 
World Cup to audiences across Qa-
tar and the wider Arab World. 

Mohammed Al Bader, Managing 
Director of beIN Channels – MENA, 
said: “It is more than a decade since 
Qatar made history in being award-
ed hosting rights for the FIFA World 
Cup Qatar 2022. In that time, like 
the country itself, we at beIN have 
worked tirelessly to ensure we pro-
vide an experience like never before 
seen anywhere in the world. We are 
offering an unrivalled viewing ex-
perience to football fans across the 
region. Nobody understands Qatar 
like beIN. Nobody has lived this 
journey like beIN. And nobody has 
the unique access and presence we 
do. On our home turf, our product 
will be best-in-class. 

“With more than 20 state-of-
the-art studios around the country, 
six brand new channels, extensive 
original coverage in four languages 
in HD and 4K, and with world-class 
pundits and reporters literally every-
where – from stadiums to fan zones, 
hotels to training camps – there is 
only once place to watch the greatest 
show on Earth, and that is undoubt-
edly on beIN SPORTS.”

The broadcaster has launched 
a bouquet of six new high-defini-
tion beIN SPORTS MAX channels 
dedicated to FIFA World Cup Qa-
tar 2022 coverage. Broadcasting 24 
hours daily, the channels are divided 
along language preferences, with 
two Arabic, two English and two 
French channels, with the brand-
new additional option of Spanish 
commentary on the two English 
channels during live matches. beIN’s 
very own Spanish commentators 
have been especially selected from 
Spain’s La Liga to call all the action 
on every game. 

Each new channel will feature 
full-day programming including 
live and exclusive coverage of all 64 

games, a daily morning and even-
ing show, original team-specific 
documentaries, unique previews, 
reviews, studio analysis from inside 
the stadiums and around the host 
country, and live, on-the-ground re-
porting across the region and world-
wide. Every game will also be shown 
live in ultra-HD on beIN 4K with 
English and Arabic commentary. 

The Arabic language MAX Chan-
nels, beIN SPORTS MAX 1 and 2, 
will be continuously live from 09:00 
(MECCA) until 02:00 (MECCA) the 
following day throughout the tour-
nament. 

The live coverage gets under 
way with the three-hour morning 
show (Here is Qatar) which will 
review the previous night’s action, 
cover breaking tournament stories 
as they develop and look forward to 
the day’s live action. The live cover-
age will continue through each and 
every match with a nightly evening 
studio ‘Sports Evening’ on air from 
00:30 (MECCA). beIN has the big-
gest international superstars from 
the world of football joining the 
Arabic studios, including Ricardo 
Kaka, Alessandro Del Piero, Arsene 
Wenger, Gabriel Batistuta and Ruud 
Gullit. Viewers will have the option 
via the language button on the beIN 
set top box remote control to select 
audio without Arabic translation, 
meaning if viewers prefer to hear the 
international stars answer in Eng-
lish rather than the Arabic transla-
tion, this option is available.

The English language MAX 
Channels, beIN SPORTS MAX 3 and 
4 will broadcast live every day from 
11:00 (MECCA).  Coverage starts 
with World Cup Daily presented by 
Matt Spiro and former Canadian in-
ternational, Kaylyn Kyle. beIN will 
build up to all the matches with a live 
Countdown show in the company of 
Nicky Crosby and Jason McAteer, 
who played at FIFA World Cup 1994 
& 2002.  

Live match coverage will be pre-

sented by Richard Keys, Andy Gray 
and Reshmin Chowdhury, who will 
be joined in the studio by some of 
the greatest players to step onto a 
pitch, including John Terry, Joe 
Cole, Peter Schmeichel and Gary 
Neville. Carrie Brown, Aarran Sum-
mers, Andy Kerr and Adriano Del 
Monte are the eyes and ears of the 
team as they report onsite from all 
the stadiums and iconic landmarks 
around Qatar.  

On beIN SPORTS MAX 5 and 6, 

the French-language channels will 
feature daily shows and documenta-
ries pre-tournament, including “The 
D-Day”, in which Paul Pogba relives 
the day he and his teammates lifted 
the World Cup in Moscow in 2018. 
Once the action gets under way, four 
shows will run daily bringing all the 
pre- and post-match analysis, cov-
erage from press conferences and 
training sessions, and all the fervour 
from the fan zones. beIN’s French 
commentary team will describe all 
the action live, plus the French stu-
dios will have contribution from the 
famous ex-players including Luis 
Fernandez, Sonny Anderson and 
Marcel Desailly.

The refreshed beIN SPORTS 
NEWS, the MENA region’s lead-
ing channel for sports news, will 
broadcast live and continuously 
for 18 hours every day during the 
tournament. The channel will cover 
breaking stories and reaction, and 
rolling updates from teams’ training 
sessions and base camps,  pre and 
post-match press conferences, and 
fan zones. Plus, as part of its aim to 
expand access for underrepresented 
groups, the daily 20:00 (MECCA) 
news bulletin will also be delivered 
in sign language.

beIN has also produced more 
than 70 hours of unique in-house 
FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 con-
tent, that will run across all its chan-
nels, including original documen-
taries, features on the 32 qualified 
teams, star players of past and pre-
sent tournaments, players to watch 
this winter, the host country’s prepa-
rations, and much more.

And for the broadcaster’s young-
er audience, over on beIN’s dedicat-
ed kids’ channel, Jeem TV, they will 
be able to enjoy a daily two-hour live 
entertainment show Marhaba 2022, 
which will be shown throughout the 
tournament. The engaging show, 
which will feature football-related 
quizzes for 28 celebrities and many 
children, will broadcast from a dedi-

cated beIN studio at the Qatar Foun-
dation Fan Zone at Oxygen Park. 
And it is just one part of a whole 
programme of family fun scheduled 
to take place at the 400 sqm fam-
ily zone, which will include special 
guests, interactive games, a host of 
digital competitions, and a podium 
where famous Jeem TV puppet An-
bar will lead young contestants. Ad-
ditionally, from a dedicated studio 
in Downtown Msheireb, the channel 
will broadcast four diverse edutain-
ment segments: Sports for All, Nu-
trition & Health, Letters & Mean-
ings, and a painter’s segment.

Online, beIN has similarly exten-
sive plans and will provide round-
the-clock coverage pre-, during, and 
post-tournament, with video con-
tent, interactive social media posts, 
match highlights of all 64 games, be-
hind-the-scenes content, player and 
coach interviews, special reports, 
team analytics, special studio cover-
age, fan reactions, breaking news, 
and minute-by-minute commentary 
of all games – as well as a continu-
ally updated highlights reel of all the 
best moments from the FIFA World 
Cup Qatar 2022.

Ultimately, beIN will provide 
viewers with truly unparalleled, 
extensive coverage – to a level that 
has never been seen before – with 
fans across the MENA region able 
to reap the benefits. Every blade of 
grass across every inch of Qatar dur-
ing every minute of the month-long 
tournament – beIN has it covered. 

beIN will broadcast live from 
more than 20 studios throughout 
the World Cup. The Channel’s vast 
and ultra-modern HQ is positioned 
in central Doha, while a further 16 
purpose-built studios will be in op-
eration across the host stadiums 
and at strategic locations overlook-
ing some of Qatar’s most iconic lo-
cal landmarks – including Al Bidda 
Park, Souq Waqif, Sheraton Park, 
and MIA Park. As the official broad-
caster of the host nation, beIN is 
granted VIP positions pitch-side, 
guaranteeing the best coverage for 
viewers.  

Meanwhile, a purpose-built stu-
dio equipped with fully immersive 
extended reality (XR), augmented 
reality (AR) and Virtual Reality (VR) 
technology, is dedicated for a count-
down show that will be live before 
all 64 games. Countdown will pro-
vide viewers with a fully immersive 
experience where they are taken on 
a dynamic journey and transported 
to key locations around the country, 
including stadiums, teams’ accom-
modations, and iconic landmarks.  

In addition to 24 experienced 
roving reporters in Qatar and a 
further 34 correspondents provid-
ing reaction locally, regionally, and 
globally, beIN will also call upon 
40 of the biggest names in football 
to provide star-studded analysis of 
all the tournament’s major talking 
points. 

The talent roster includes FIFA 
World Cup winners, a host of for-
mer internationals from five con-
tinents, MENA football legends, 
and global experts ranging 
from elite coaches to globally 
renowned pundits, and ex-
pert referees.
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beIN SPortS 
reveals game-changing 

plans for Qatar 2022
As the official FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 
broadcaster in 25 countries across MENA 

and France, beIN will play a central role  
in showcasing Qatar and its historic  

tournament to the world 

Six New Channels, 20+ 
Studios, 120 Analysts: High 
definition beIN SPORTS MAX 
channels will broadcast more 

than 18 hours of exclusive 
daily content each in four lan-
guages, while beIN 4K to show 

all 64 games in Ultra-HD

With more than 20 state-
of-the-art studios across the 
country, a huge and diverse 
pool of expert analysts, and 
more than 50 reporters in 
Qatar and abroad, beIN’s 

extensive coverage will raise 
the bar on FIFA World Cup 

broadcasting 
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Qatar hosting the FIFa World 
Cup 2022 is the culmination of 
many years of hard work and com-
mitment from the whole nation and 
as such aspire academy is proud to 
have played its part in making his-
tory, said ali Salem afifa, Deputy 
Director General, aspire academy.

“aspire academy was founded 
in 2004 with the vision of helping 
Qatar’s sporting development and 
produce champions in sport. We 
wanted, and still strive, to ensure 
that Qatar can compete at the very 
highest level in sport at events like 
the FIFa World Cup. Now after the 
global success of academy graduate 
Mutaz Essa Barshim in athletics, it 
is time for our football graduates to 
shine on the world stage and reflect 
the work that we do,” he said.

“Many members of the squad, 
who will make history as Qatar’s 
first-ever team at a FIFa World 
Cup, were trained at aspire acad-
emy, some of them beginning their 
journey with us when they were just 
five- or six- years-old and spotted 
by our talent Identification teams. 
Others have been picked out by 
our scouting department who visit 
clubs and other events – the very 
best are offered scholarships at the 
academy. Even before they join the 
academy to study, many five- to 
eleven-year-olds train at our facili-
ties.

“During their time with us their 
sporting development is overseen 
by staff members from around the 
world. Our top-class football coach-
es are backed by a host of other 
experts in areas such as science, 
psychology and biomechanics. the 
efforts of the student- athletes and 
the staff are now paying dividends 
with our graduates and former staff 
members set to represent Qatar at 
the FIFa World Cup.

“While it will be mainly on the 
pitch that we will see our graduates 
in starring roles, we know that they 
have the skills to shine away from 

it as well. that’s because all the 
student-athletes who pass out from 
the academy enjoy an internation-
ally recognised academic education 
to go along with their sporting de-
velopment. 

“We strive to prove education 
and sport work hand-in-hand to 
produce well-rounded individuals,” 
explained Salem afifa.

aspire academy’s Director Gen-
eral Ivan Bravo said: “We at aspire 
academy are proud of our role in 
Qatar becoming the first-ever arab 
nation to host a World Cup.” 

“It has been an honour to be 
part of the entire process – from 
helping with the original bid, to be-
ing involved in the organisation of 
the tournament to now looking for-
ward to welcoming the teams to our 
facilities and ensuring Qatar hosts 
an incredible World Cup.”

Welcoming FIFA and others 
aspire academy has been involved 
ever since Qatar put together its 
proposal to host the FIFa World 
Cup, with facilities highlighted as 
part of the bid. During the process 
to assess the bids to host the 2022 
tournament, an inspection team 
from FIFa visited the aspire acade-
my. Once Qatar had been named as 
hosts, the academy was the venue 

for a presentation of the proposed 
World Cup stadia to a FIFa delega-
tion.

More recently, aspire welcomed 
match officials from asia, africa 
and Oceania, who are due to of-
ficiate at the World Cup as FIFa 
used its facilities for a conditioning 
camp. the referees and assistant 
referees not only enjoyed the use of 
world-class facilities and technol-
ogy but also the support of aspire 
academy staff.

FIFa have also benefitted from 
the academy’s high-profile staff 
like former australia star tim Ca-
hill and ex-coach Bora Milutinovic, 
who have worked in advisory and 
ambassadorial roles. the acad-
emy’s links with some of the biggest 
clubs in the world has also led to 
FIFa using former stars such real 
Madrid striker raul Gonzales and 
Barcelona midfielder Xavi Hernan-
dez in similar roles.

Since Qatar was named as 2022 
World Cup hosts aspire academy 
has welcomed visiting dignitar-
ies, VIPs and media for tours of 
the facilities. Several football asso-
ciations of teams taking part in the 
World

Cup are among the delegations 
who have visited the academy. the 
tours highlight the role the acad-

emy will play in the hosting of the 
World Cup and the contribution it 
has made to the development of the 
Qatar national team.

Hosting World Cup teams
australia and Ghana have decided 
to use the academy’s training facili-
ties during the World Cup alongside 
Qatar, whose headquarters are per-
manently based at aspire academy.

Hosts Qatar are staying al 
azaziyah Boutique Hotel which 
adjoins aspire academy’s outdoor 
training pitches. they will make use 
of two outdoor pitches as well as the 
gym, medical area and changing 
rooms within the Football Perfor-
mance Centre.

australia are staying on site in 
the academy’s own accommodation 
in the West Dormitory, which will 
also accommodate their medical 
area and changing room. they will 
use two outdoor training pitches 
and the outdoor football gym.

Ghana are residing off-campus 
but making use of two outdoor 
training pitches, a newly-built gym, 
medical areas and rooms adjacent 
to the pitches. these updated fa-
cilities will offer more flexibility to 
teams who visit the academy after 
the World Cup.

Aspire Academy playing a key role  
in Qatar’s hosting of FIFA World Cup
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Aspire Academy Director-General Ivan Bravo. Ali Salem Afifa, Deputy Director General, 
Aspire Academy.

Spain’s players celebrate scoring during their 
friendly against Jordan at the Hussein Youth 
City stadium in the Jordanian capital Amman  
on Thursday. (aFP)

Jordan-1 Spain-3 
young stars strike 
to give La Roja 
warm-up victory

sTATs Perform/dPA
amman 

GOalS from ansu Fati, Gavi and Nico 
Williams gave Spain a comfortable 3-1 vic-
tory over Jordan on thursday in their final 
warm-up match before the World Cup.

luis Enrique’s men were dominant 
throughout and took the lead through 
Fati’s blasted effort early in the first half.

Gavi finished beautifully for their sec-
ond before Williams added a third, and 
though Jordan scored a late consolation, 
Spain made it eight wins from their last 11 
matches as they head to Qatar in excellent 
form.

Spain will now turn their attention 
to putting together the finishing touches 
ahead of their World Cup campaign, hav-
ing not made it past the round of 16 since 
winning the tournament in 2010.

Fati put Spain ahead after 13 min-
utes when Marco asensio laid the ball off 
to him in the box before the Barcelona 
man’s low shot went in under Jordan goal-
keeper abdallah al Fakhouri.

Jordan had a great chance to level 
moments later, though Yazan al Naimat 
could only fire straight at robert Sanchez 
after catching Pau torres in possession 
just outside Spain’s box.

Fati nearly scored his second before 
the break, but his looping effort landed on 
top of the net as he continued to threaten 
down Spain’s left.

Gavi made it 2-0 after the interval, the 
ball falling kindly for him in the box before 
the midfielder coolly stroked into the bot-
tom right corner.

Williams scored a third with a sublime 
late strike, shifting onto his left foot before 
slamming into the far corner after receiv-
ing a pass from Yeremy Pino.

Jordan pulled a goal back in injury-
time, Hamza al Dardoor bringing a Mo-
hammed abu Zurayq cross from the 
right down before poking past substitute 
goalkeeper David raya, though it was not 
enough to stop Spain from heading to the 
World Cup in high spirits.

Spain’s young stars shine With Spain’s 
old guard of the likes of Gerard Pique, 
Xavi and andres Iniesta long gone, their 
new generation is showing signs they have 
the potential to recreate at least some of 
what their predecessors achieved.

the combined age of Spain’s three 
goalscorers was just 58 as they eased to 
victory, holding 73.2 percent possession 
while registering 2.03 xG (expected goals) 
to Jordan’s 1.15.

Fati was very impressive against Jor-
dan, setting them on their way with his 
13th-minute goal.

He was a constant threat on the left 
and managed 13 touches in Jordan’s box, 
eight more than any other Spain player, 
while completing 22 passes in the opposi-
tion half.

raya, the Brentford stopper, came on 
to replace robert Sanchez between the 
sticks for Spain at half-time, and endured 
an anxious second half.  He handled the 
ball outside Spain’s penalty area within 
a minute of his introduction, before he 
spilled from a long-range effort, forcing 
his defender to boot behind for a corner. 
He will have done his chances of playing 
time in Qatar no good with this uneasy 
display.

Spain’s World Cup campaign gets un-
der way against Costa rica on Wednesday, 
while Jordan will not be in action again 
until next year.

Qatar’s Aspire Academy of Excellence and Aspire Zone in Doha.

King Shalaa landed the Barzan Cup claiming a neck win during the Qatar Racing and Equestrian Club’s (QREC) 12th Race Meeting at Al Rayyan Racecourse on Thursday. 
Ronan Thomas rode the Alban Elie De Mieulle-trained gelding in the feature for Thoroughbreds (QA Gr3) (Class 1). Meanwhile, Carlos Henrique guided Conflict to win in 
Thoroughbred Guineas (3yo only) (QA Gr3) (Class 1) in other major race on Guineas & Barzan Cup. (Tnn)

KinG ShAlAA lAndS BArzAn CuP 



FIFA WORLD CUP QATAR
2022 SIGHTS

Wales Want 
to be back 
With a bang

IKOLI VICTOR
Doha

Wales defender ethan am-
padu said on Thursday that 
the team is at the FIFa World 
Cup Qatar 2022 to win games 
and prove their worth.

Wales are back at the 
premier football event for the 
first time since 1958. They 
open their Qatar 2022 cam-
paign in Group B against the 
United states on Monday.

Rob Page’s side qualified 
through the play-offs with 
a 1-0 victory over Ukraine 
to reach the FIFa World 
Cup Qatar 2022 and will be 
hoping to emulate the John 
Charles-inspired team that 
reached the quarter-finals 
before losing to Pele’s Brazil 
in 1958.

at a press conference at 
the al sadd training facility, 
former Chelsea player am-
padu responded to a question 
about the team’s chances in 
the group, saying: “No matter 
what team we play, we are at 
the World Cup and no one is 
here to draw or lose.”

“We are preparing for 
them and will try to put our 
stamp on the game to show 
what we can do and try to get 
the win,” ampadu said.

“We’re here to compete, 
to do our best, and if that 
gives us a chance to win it, 
then we’re going to back our-
selves,” said ampadu, who 

is currently on loan at serie 
a side spezia from Chelsea, 
when asked who else he 
would like to see win the 
tournament besides Wales.

about the atmosphere 
in the team since ar-
riving in Doha, he 
said: “We’ve settled 
well. We’re all very 
excited for what’s 
ahead of us.”

When asked 
about the country’s 
weather, the 22-year-
old replied, “Of course 
it’s hot, but it’s hot for 

everyone. It’s about trying to 
manage that for us.”

Despite injury concerns 
for midfielder Joe allen, who 
trained on his own with a 
member of the medical staff, 

he said, “everyone 
is fit and ready to 
go.”

Meanwhile, 
Cardiff City 
striker Mark 
Harris stated 
that the team 
intends to go 
all-in when they 
face their group 
opponents. 

“You’re on the biggest stage, 
and we just want to put in 
good performances and go as 
far as we can.”

“You’ve got to play all 
three at the end of the day. 
We’ll go into all three games 
going for the win, I don’t 
think it really matters what 
order they’re in.”

Harris added that the 
Wales team has settled into 
their hotel near the Corniche.

“I think most of us have 
had a swing. It’s great fun. 
Team spirit is great anyway, 
but games like that help you. 
We also have pool and table 
tennis.”

Wales will finish the 
group stage against england 
on November 29.

Wales’ training was open 
to the media for 15 minutes, 
with the players seen relaxed 
and smiling. Gareth Bale and 
aaron Ramsey were among 
those adjusting to their new 
surroundings.
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Back at a FIFA 
World for the 
first time since 
1958, Wales want 
to go for victo-
ries regardless of 
who they play

FLEXING MUSCLES: Wales’ forward Gareth Bale (R) takes part in a training session at the Al Sadd Sports 
Club in Doha on Thursday, ahead of FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022. (aFP)

Wales’ defender Connor Roberts (C) takes part in a training session at the Al Sadd Sports Club in Doha on Thursday, ahead of FIFA World 
Cup Qatar 2022. (aFP)

Ecuador’s players attend a training session in Doha on on Thursday, 
ahead of FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022. (aFP)

A couple is silhouetted at the Corniche in Doha, on Thursday, ahead 
of FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022. (aFP)

A Brazil fan seated at Flags square in Doha on Thursday, ahead of 
FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022. (aFP)

(From L) Tunisia’s forward Wahbi Khazri, Tunisia’s midfielder Ellyes 
Skhiri and Tunisia’s defender Dylan Bronn take part in a training 
session at Al Egla training facility in Doha on Thursday, ahead of  
FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022. (aFP)

Wales’ defender  
Ethan Ampadu. 


