
HIA, DIA launch dedicated facilities 
for departing passengers during WC 
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As part of its operational prep-
arations to welcome millions 
of visitors for the upcoming 
FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022, 
Qatar Airways on Thursday 
announced that all passengers 
flying through Hamad Interna-
tional Airport (HIA) and Doha 
International Airport (DIA) 
until 31 December can experi-
ence complimentary and enter-
taining pre-departure waiting 
areas, setting a new standard 
of excellence for international 
travel at sporting events.

Named as Passenger Over-
flow Areas (POAs), each has 
been built to provide fans with 
dedicated facilities, to com-
plete their FIFA World Cup 
Qatar 2022 journey. At both 
POAs, passengers can safely 
stow baggage, enjoy a taste of 
the best international cuisine 
or relax in comfort and style 
while soaking up a football 
themed atmosphere. 

In addition, the larger of the 
two overflow areas, at HIA, in-
cludes a virtual reality gaming 
zone - a world first. There are 
also soft play areas for children 
and huge screens to show foot-
ball highlights.

set to offer fans extended 
memorable experiences and 
seamless connectivity through-
out both airports, the passen-
ger overflow area at DIA will be 
able to welcome up to 12,000 
departing passengers per day. 
Qatar’s HIA has the capacity to 
accommodate 24,000 passen-
gers per day.

The passenger overflow ar-
eas will only be accessible for 
passengers arriving at HIA and 
DIA more than four hours and 
up to eight hours prior to their 
scheduled departure flight time 
– regardless of the airlines with 
which passengers are flying.

To coincide with the open-
ing, a Qatar Airways FIFA World 
Cup anthem recorded by inter-

nationally acclaimed singer Cheb 
Khaled and superstar DJ Rodge 
called “C.H.A.M.P.I.O.N.s.” has 
been released on the airline’s of-
ficial YouTube channel and will 
be played onboard flights arriv-
ing in Qatar. 

The uplifting lyrics are sung 
in English, French and Arabic 
and its catchy melody reflects 
the passion of all fans uniting 
across the globe in this shared 
experience.

speaking on the occasion, 
Qatar Airways Group Chief Ex-
ecutive Akbar Al Baker said, “Qa-

tar Airways is all about offering 
global passengers the best expe-
riences the industry has to offer. 
Passenger Overflow Areas will 
accommodate thousands of fans 
at any given time at our world 
class airports. We’re dedicating 
the song “C.H.A.M.P.I.O.N.s.” to 
those fans and to people every-
where which we think captures 
the excitement that FIFA World 
Cup Qatar 2022™ represents to 
this country and region.”

Commenting on the an-
nouncement, HIA COO Engr 
Badr Mohammed Al Meer said, 

“The commencement of the pas-
senger overflow area at both 
HIA and DIA will offer our visi-
tors a remarkable chance to ex-
perience the FIFA World Cup 
Qatar 2022 at dedicated prem-
ises. Curated for all departing 
passengers, the overflow area is 
part of MATAR’s initial airport 
operations plan set to improve 
overall flow at both airports and 
accommodate thousands of visi-
tors at any given time through-
out the tournament.”

On the expected number of 
visitors arriving at both airports 

during the tournament, Al Meer 
commented: “We are expect-
ing to receive approximately 
44,000 arriving passengers per 
day and upwards of around 900 
aircraft movements daily.”

The passenger overflow ar-
eas at both HIA and DIA will be 
operating 24 hours a day, seven 
days a week – and will include 
a variety of food and beverage 
options, retail stores, gaming 
areas, football pitches for chil-
dren, quiet areas, luggage stor-
age, a lost and found desk, flight 
information screen, a free WI-FI 

activation area and more.
Departing passengers can 

access the overflow area at HIA 
by taking a shuttle bus from the 
airport’s metro station. To ac-
cess the overflow area at DIA, 
passengers can either take a 
Taxi to the facility or use public 
transportation to the Al Matar 
Al Qadeem metro station.

The passenger overflow 
area does not include check-in 
service desks, so travelers can 
either check in online while at 
the premises or visit the check-
in halls at HIA or DIA.
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As the official airport partner of the 
FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022, MATAR 
is all prepared to offer memorable ex-
periences for football fans across the 
globe. The Passenger Overflow Area 
(POA) at Hamad International Airport 
(HIA) and Doha International Airport 
(DIA) will host exciting fan activities 
and deliver seamless connectivity. MA-
TAR has provided answers to some of 
the necessary questions about the Pas-
senger Overflow Area. Excerpts: 

Q: When will the Passenger 
Overflow Area be available?

The Passenger Overflow Area will 
be available starting from November 17 
until December 31, 2022.

Q: Will the Passenger Over-
flow Area be available at the sec-
ond airport in Qatar, the Doha 
International Airport (DIA) as 
well?

The Passenger Overflow Area will 
be available at DIA, alongside HIA.

Q: How many people will be 
able to enter the Passenger Over-
flow Areas?

DIA’s Passenger Overflow Area will 
be able to accommodate up to 12,000 
passengers daily, while HIA’s Passen-
ger Overflow Area will have double 
the maximum capacity of DIA, hosting 
24,000 passengers per day.

Q: Will all travelers have ac-
cess to the Passenger Overflow 
Areas?

The Passenger Overflow Areas will 
only be accessible for passengers that 
are coming to the airport for more than 

four hours and up to eight hours prior 
to their scheduled departures flight 
time, regardless of the airlines by which 
passengers are flying.

Q: What is the purpose of the 
Passenger Overflow Areas?

The Passenger Overflow Areas 
will allow fans to experience the FIFA 
World Cup Qatar 2022 until the very 
end of their journey in Qatar. It will 
allow travelers to utilise their waiting 
time prior to their flights by enjoying 
exciting activities which include shop-
ping, resting, and watching football 
matches.

Q: What will the Passenger 
Overflow Areas include?

The Passenger Overflow Areas will 
include a number of Food & Beverage 
and retail stores, gaming areas, a foot-
ball pitch for kids, quiet areas, luggage 

storage, a lost and found desk, flight 
information screens, free WI-FI activa-
tion area, and more.

Q: What are the operational 
timings of the Passenger Over-
flow Area?

HIA and DIA, including their 
passenger overflow areas, will be op-
erational for 24 hours, seven days a 
week.

Q: How long before a flight 
can I leave the Passenger Over-
flow Area and go to the terminal?

Passengers should leave the Pas-
senger Overflow Areas towards their 
terminal four hours before their flight.

Q: How will I get back to the 
terminal from the Passenger Overflow 
Area?

Passengers at Hamad International 
Airport’s Passenger Overflow Area can 

go to the terminal using the shuttle 
service. Passengers from Doha Inter-
national Airport’s Passenger Overflow 
Area can walk to the departures termi-
nal.

Q: Can I find food options at 
the Passenger Overflow Area?

The Passenger Overflow Area con-
tains a number of Food & Beverage op-
tions for passengers to relax and enjoy, 
including a dining area.

Q: Will there be internet at the 
premises?

Yes, the Passenger Overflow Area 
will have free WI-FI for all visitors.

Q: What about one’s luggage, 
where can one keep it?

Luggage can be kept at the baggage 
storage area located at the Passenger 
Overflow Area in both HIA and DIA.

Q: Can one arrive at the Pas-
senger Overflow Area by Taxi or 
Uber?

Passengers can access the Passen-
ger Overflow Area by Taxi and/or Uber 
at DIA. At HIA, passengers will need 
to take a shuttle bus from the arrivals 
or departures curbside area, as well as 
from the metro station.

Q: Can one get to the Passen-
ger Overflow Area by Metro?

Passengers can use the Matar Al 
Qadeem metro station to get to the Pas-
senger Overflow Area at DIA. At HIA, 
passengers must take a shuttle bus 
from the Hamad Intl Airport T1 metro 
station.

Q: Can one check in when he 
or she is at the Passenger Over-
flow Area?

Passengers Overflow Area does not 
have check-in service desks. Passen-
gers can only check in at HIA’s or DIA’s 
main terminals check-in halls. Passen-
gers can also conduct online check-in 
on their respective airline’s website.

POA promises fun-filled experiences for WC passengers
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The ‘Passenger Overflow Areas’ will operate from November 17 until December 31 for passengers arriving at HIA and DIA more than four 
hours and up to eight hours prior to their departure flight time * Capacity of ‘Passenger Overflow Areas’ at HIA is 24,000 and DIA is 12,000

Qatar Airways Group Chief Executive Akbar Al Baker with FIFA President Gianni Infantino, HIA COO Engr Badr Mohammed Al Meer and other dignitaries at a ceremony to announce the 
commencement of the Passenger Overflow Area at Hamad International Airport in Doha on Thursday. 

Qatar Airways Group Chief Executive Akbar Al Baker with FIFA President Gianni In-
fantino witnessed the launch of Passenger Overflow Area at HIA on Thursday. On the 
occasion, Qatar Airways unveiled fun-filled experiences to help passengers of every 
airline departing during the FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022.
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MANY of the companies 
listed on the Qatar Stock Ex-
change are set to benefit from 
the start of the FIFA World 
Cup Qatar 2022 on Novem-
ber 20.

Financial analyst Ramzy 
Qasmieh told Qatar News 
Agency (QNA) that the recent 
weekly decline that saw the 
index lost 2.74 percent was 
led by financials, which re-
treated for the third consecu-
tive week. 

Industrials also played a 
part in the decline, as a re-
sult of a retreat in the stock 
prices of Industries Qatar, 
Gulf International Services 

Company, and Mesaieed Pet-
rochemicals.

He noted however that 
the telecommunications, 
retail, and real estate sec-
tors will be the biggest stock 
market winners of the World 
Cup. 

He added that the 12,100 
level on the index (113 points 
below the current level) will 
represent a good support 
level, especially with an im-
provement in the macro set 
to kick in thanks to the budg-
et surplus achieved this year. 

He also said that funda-
mentals are attractive as well, 
with earnings multiples con-
tracting from 17.5 times at 
the start of the year to 13.5 
times.

Telcos, real-estate big 
winners of World Cup
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AP Moller – Maersk will launch 
a new ocean shipping service, 
Shaheen Express, starting from 
the last week of November 
2022. 

The ship will rotate be-
tween Mundra, Pipavav, Jebel 
Ali, Dammam, and Jebel Ali 
and back to Mundra, creating 
a stable and reliable service for 
the India-UAE-Saudi Arabia 
corridor. The new service will 
primarily aim at addressing 
rising demand for customers 
trading between the Indian and 
the Gulf markets.

“The markets have started 

stabilising, and the ocean net-
works are normalising after 
over two years of disruptions 
caused by the Covid-19 pan-
demic. 

During this time, not only 
did we strive hard to ensure 
we addressed all our custom-
ers’ challenges, but we also 
got a chance to look ahead 
and understand what their 
requirements would be in the 
future. Through our customer 
conversations, we were able to 
make a more meaningful fore-
cast around the rising demand 
and proactively deploy a new 
service to create a supply of 
space for this demand,” stated 

Bhavan Vempati, Head of Re-
gional Ocean Management, 

Maersk West & Central Asia.
India-UAE Comprehensive 

Economic Partnership Agree-
ment (CEPA) entered into force 
in May 2022, which is steadily 
boosting the volumes of trade 
between the two countries. The 
main commodities moving be-
tween these two countries that 
will benefit from the increased 
capacity include FMCG (fast 
moving consumer goods) such 
as electronics, perishables 
such as foodstuff, retail goods 
including textile and apparel, 
and chemicals. The Shaheen 
Express will benefit the export-
ers of the petrochemical sector 
from the eastern province of 
Saudi Arabia.

The ship will offer im-

proved transit time and better 
predictability between Indian 
ports and Gulf ports as com-
pared to the existing services. 
Bhavan Vempati further com-
mented, “We remain commit-
ted to our customers in West & 
Central Asia and want to bring 
reliable service to them. We 
will continue building robust 
partnerships with our custom-
ers and design solutions that 
create value for their business 
and contribute to the overall 
economic growth of the re-
gion.”

The ship will include two 
vessels with a nominal capacity 
of 1,700 TEUs per week.

AP Moller – Maersk to launch service connecting India–UAE–Saudi corridor

QNA
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A new batch of Qatari real es-
tate brokers took oath before 
the Real Estate Brokers Affairs 
Committee at the Ministry of 
Justice, raising the total num-
ber of licensed brokers to 564. 
The new batch includes 34 me-
diators, who will act as a legal 
link between individuals and 
real estate brokerage compa-
nies.

The licensing of the new 
batch comes in the context of 
the Ministry of Justice’s activa-
tion of Law No 22 of 2017 on 
regulating real estate broker-
age as part of efforts to make it 
operate in an established and 
organised legal environment.

This takes place in keeping 
with the rapid pace of econom-
ic and urban development that 
Qatar is undergoing, especially 
with the great expansion of the 
real estate sector. Not to men-
tion providing the necessary 
reconfiguration and organiza-
tion of the real estate system to 
achieve the objectives of Qatar 
National Vision 2030.

The Assistant Undersecre-
tary for Real Estate Registra-
tion and Documentation Af-
fairs and Chairperson of the 
Real Estate Brokers Affairs 
Committee Saeed Abdullah 
Al Suwaidi welcomed the new 
batch of licensed brokers.

He stressed the ministry’s 
keenness to advance the real 
estate brokerage profession, 
as Minister of Justice Masoud 
bin Mohamed Al Ameri pays 
special attention to the devel-
opment of the legal profession 
in line with the objectives of the 

Qatar National Vision 2030.
Al Suwaidi stressed the 

need to deal with licensed bro-
kers because of the importance 
of this to protect the rights of 
different parties. He warned 
against dealing with unlicensed 
brokers after the expiry of the 
period to reconcile the situa-
tion and start activating the 
real estate mediation law, 
pointing out to the need to 
adopt contract forms for real 
estate brokers in buying and 
selling transactions to ensure 
the rights of dealers and bro-
kers.

This step comes within the 
framework of the efforts of the 
Ministry of Justice to reorgan-
ize the real estate brokerage 

profession, and to work in ac-
cordance with the provisions of 
Law No. 22 of 2017.

The ministry noted that the 
necessity of dealing with real 
estate brokers licensed by the 
ministry. This is in order to 
avoid legal violations resulting 
from carrying out mediation 
work without a license.

The license for this batch 
came after completing the spe-
cific regulatory procedures un-
der the provisions of the law, 
which include interviewing 
applicants for the profession’s 
work, inspecting their offices, 
ensuring their compliance with 
the requirements for practic-
ing the profession, and partici-
pating in specialized training 

courses at the Legal and Judi-
cial Studies Center (CLJS).

The license for the new 
batch comes within the frame-
work of the efforts of the Min-
istry of Justice to reorganize 
the real estate brokerage pro-
fession and activate regulatory 
procedures to serve the nation-
al economy.

The Real Estate Brokerage 
Department receives and sorts 
the applications and organizes 
the required training courses 
to ensure that the applicant to 
practice the real estate broker-
age profession obtains all the 
professional and legal require-
ments to carry out his role in 
this sector in an optimal man-
ner.

New batch of Qatari real  
estate brokers licensed
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TSMC shares surge 
on Buffett stake

AGENCIES

SHARES in Taiwan’s TSMC 
soared on Tuesday after Warren 
Buffett’s Berkshire Hathaway 
confirmed it had taken a close to 
$5 billion stake in a major boost 
of confidence for the semicon-
ductor giant.

Taiwan Semiconductor 
Manufacturing Company oper-
ates the world’s largest silicon 
wafer factories and produces 
some of the most advanced 
microchips used in everything 
from smartphones and cars to 
missiles. The company’s shares 
and profits soared for the first 
two years of the coronavirus 

pandemic during a global short-
age of semiconductors.

That climb came to an 
end this year as demand was 
clipped and the prospect of a 
global downturn loomed with 
the firm’s shares down 24 per-
cent since January 1 and some 
U.S.$230 billion wiped from its 
valuation. But that rout turned 
a corner in the past week with a 
sudden surge of investor buying 
and in Tuesday morning trade 
the company was up nearly 
eight percent. That came after 
Buffet’s Hathaway confirmed 
in a filing it had acquired about 
60 million American Depository 
Receipts in TSMC.

Elizabeth Holmes faces judgment day
AGENCIES

A federal judge on Friday will 
decide whether disgraced Ther-
anos CEO Elizabeth Holmes 
should serve a lengthy prison 
sentence for duping investors 
and endangering patients while 
peddling a bogus blood-testing 
technology.

Holmes’ sentencing in 
the same San Jose, Califor-
nia, courtroom where she was 
convicted on four counts of 
investor fraud and conspiracy 
in January marks a climactic 
moment in a saga that has been 
dissected in an HBO documen-
tary and an award-winning 
Hulu TV series about her mete-
oric rise and mortifying down-
fall.

U.S. District Judge Edward 
Davila will take center stage 
as he weighs the federal gov-
ernment’s recommendation 
to send Holmes, 38, to fed-
eral prison for 15 years. That’s 
slightly less than the maximum 
sentence of 20 years she could 
face, but far longer than her le-
gal team’s attempt to limit her 
incarceration to no more than 
18 months, preferably served 
in home confinement. Her law-

yers have argued that Holmes 
deserves more lenient treat-
ment as a well-meaning entre-
preneur who is now a devoted 
mother with another child on 
the way.

Prosecutors also want Hol-
mes to pay $804 million in 
restitution. The amount covers 
most of the nearly $1 billion 
that Holmes raised from a list 
of sophisticated investors that 
included software magnate 
Larry Ellison, media mogul Ru-
pert Murdoch, and the Walton 
family behind Walmart.

While wooing investors, 
Holmes leveraged a high-
powered Theranos board that 
included former U.S. Defense 
Secretary James Mattis, who 
testified against her during 
her trial, and two former U.S. 
Secretaries of State, Henry 
Kissinger and the late George 
Shultz, whose son submitted 
a statement blasting Holmes 
for concocting a scheme that 
played Shultz “for the fool.” 
Davila’s judgment – and Hol-
mes’ reporting date for a po-
tential stint in prison -- could 

be affected by the former en-
trepreneur’s second pregnancy 
in two years. After giving birth 
to a son shortly before her trial 
started last year, Holmes be-
came pregnant at some point 
while free on bail this year.

Although her lawyers didn’t 
mention the pregnancy in a 
82-page memo submitted to 
Davila last week, the pregnancy 
was confirmed in a letter from 
her current partner, William 
“Billy” Evans, that urged the 
judge to be merciful.

In that 12-page letter, which 
included pictures of Holmes 
doting on their 1-year-old son, 
Evans mentioned that Holmes 
participated in a Golden Gate 
Bridge swimming event ear-
lier this year while pregnant. 
He also noted Holmes suffered 
through a case of COVID in 
August while pregnant. Evans 
didn’t disclose Holmes’ due 
date in his letter.

Duncan Levin, a former 
federal prosecutor who is now 
a defense attorney, predicted 
that Davila’s sentencing deci-
sion won’t be swayed by the 
pregnancy, but expects the 
judge to allow her to remain 
free until after the baby is born.

(File) Former Theranos CEO Elizabeth Holmes arrives at a US federal 
court. 

Automatic braking can 
cut crashes over 40%

AGENCIES

TWO new U.S. studies show 
that automatic emergency 
braking can cut the number of 
rear-end automobile crashes in 
half, and reduce pickup truck 
crashes by more than 40%.

The studies released Tues-
day, one by a government-auto 
industry partnership and the 
other by the insurance indus-
try, each used crash data to 
make the calculations. Auto-
matic emergency braking can 
stop vehicles if a crash is im-
minent, or slow them to reduce 
the severity.

Some automakers are mov-
ing toward a voluntary com-
mitment by 20 companies to 
make the braking technology 
standard equipment on 95% 
of their light-duty models dur-
ing the current model year that 
ends next August.

A study by The Partnership 
for Analytics Research in Traf-
fic Safety compared data on 
auto equipment with 12 million 
police-reported crashes from 
13 states that was collected by 
the National Highway Traf-

fic Safety Administration, the 
partnership said in a statement 
Tuesday. The group studied 
forward collision warning as 
well as emergency braking.

The group found front-
to-rear crashes were cut 49% 
when the striking vehicle had 
forward collision alert plus 
automatic braking, when com-
pared with vehicles that didn’t 
have either system. Rear crash-
es with injuries were cut by 
53%, the study found.

Vehicles with forward col-
lision warning systems only 
reduced rear-end crashes by 
16%, and cut rear crashes with 
injuries by 19%.

Automatic emergency brak-
ing works well in all conditions, 
even when roadway, weather 
or lighting conditions were not 
ideal, the study showed.

The group also looked at 
lane departure warning sys-
tems, and lane-keeping sys-
tems, which keep vehicles 
in their lanes. They reduced 
crashes from autos leaving 
the roadway by 8% and road-
departure crashes that cause 
injuries by 7%.

The ship will rotate between Mundra, Pipavav, Jebel Ali, 
Dammam, and Jebel Ali and back to Mundra, creating a 
stable and reliable service for the India-UAE-Saudi Arabia 
corridor. The new service will primarily aim at addressing 
rising demand for customers trading between the Indian 
and the Gulf markets.


