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lIght rAIn

2 Days to go

PM oPens Panda Park

QNA
DOHa

Prime minister and minister of 
interior He Sheikh Khalid bin 
Khalifa bin abdulaziz al Thani 
inaugurated Panda Park in al Khor 
on Thursday.

The Prime minister was briefed 

on all the facilities available to wel-
come visitors, particularly FiFa World 
Cup Qatar 2022 guests. 

The Pm was also briefed on sus-
tainability and the technology used 
to provide a suitable environment to 
the Pandas, in line with the global 
Sustainability assessment System 
(gSaS), in addition to the standards 

adopted to conserve energy and the 
environment.

The Pm was accompanied dur-
ing the visit by a number of minis-
ters, ambassador of the People’s 
republic of China to Qatar, ranking 
officials from the ministry of munici-
pality and the Public Works authority 
(ashghal). pAge 12

miniSTer of Transport He Jassim Saif ahmed al Sulaiti on Thursday toured air 
navigation facilities and inspected Qatar Civil aviation authority’s preparations 
for the FiFa World Cup Qatar 2022. The minister inspected the work at Hamad 
international airports Control Tower -- a facility equipped with advanced air naviga-
tion technologies that keep pace with global standards. Hia is poised for excellent 
services during the tournament as aircraft movement is expected to exceed 1,400 
a day. The minister also inspected work at Qatar air Traffic Control Center, which is 
considered the most advanced in the middle east. pAge 2

Transport minister reviews 
World Cup preparations by 

air navigation facilities

Qatar has welcomed the exten-
sion of the grain export agree-
ment through the Black Sea 
for 120 additional days, hoping 
that the deal would help avoid 
food crisis and reduce the grain 
prices globally. 

in a statement issued on 
Thursday, the ministry of Foreign 
affairs expressed the full appre-
ciation of Qatar for the efforts of 
the United nations and the re-
public of Turkey in extending the 
agreement, which facilitates the 
unfettered flow of grain supplies 
and food without hurdles and con-
tributes to bolstering and ensuring 
global food security. (QNA)

Qatar welcomes 
extension of 
grain exports 
deal through 
Black Sea

FrenCH President emma-
nuel macron has called 

for non-politicization of 
sports, stating that such be-
haviour is a “very bad idea.” 

He added it was “a very 
bad idea to politicize sport”, 
while noting that Paris will 
host the Olympic games 
in 2024. The French presi-
dent made the remarks to 
reporters upon his arrival 
in Bangkok to participate in 
the summit of the asia-Pa-
cific economic Cooperation 
(aPeC). The French national 
team, defending its title, will 
participate in the FiFa World 
Cup Qatar 2022, which 
will start next Sunday until 
December 18. (QNA)

very bad idea to 
politicise sport: 
french president

SAtyeNdrA pAthAk
DOHa

Qatar airways will be operating many, 
many extra flights to meet the huge demand 
by fans from across the world during the 
FIFa World Cup Qatar 2022, the airline’s 
top official said on thursday.

addressing media persons at the inau-
gural ceremony of the Passenger Overflow 
area at the Hamad International (HIa) 
airport, Qatar airways Group Chief Execu-
tive akbar al Baker said, “We will also have 
a large number of aircraft on standby as we 
expect huge demand from fans from the sec-
ond week of the tournament. there will be a 
huge demand on us from countries that are 
winning and are coming closer to the target 
of being a champion. So we are ready to be 
able to operate additional flights to those 
particular destinations where we have a 
huge spike in demand and ticket bookings.”

Baker said that a third runway has also 
been activated at Doha International air-
port (DIa) to cater to a large number of FIFa 
spectators from the neighbouring countries.

He said, “We will also have large space 
available for chartered flights to cater to 
people of high net worth and many heads of 
states who will be attending the World Cup. 
Unfortunately, we cannot let many of the 

VIP planes land overnight in Doha due to 
the constraint of space as we need to make 
space for people who want to get off their 
planes. So there will be flights that will land 
at al Udaid and another airfield in Doha. 
We have also made arrangements with our 
friendly countries to be able to park their 
airplanes and then come to pick them up 
when they are ready to travel.”

In a nutshell, he said, “We at Qatar 
airways are ready to deliver what we have 
promised.”

as part of its preparations to welcome 
millions of visitors for the FIFa World Cup 
Qatar 2022, it was announced that Passen-
ger Overflow area at both Hamad Inter-
national airport  and Doha International 
airport  will be operational from Novem-
ber 17 until December 31, 2022. Set to offer 
fans extended memorable experiences and 
seamless connectivity at both airports, the 
passenger overflow area at DIa will be able 
to welcome up to 12,000 departing passen-
gers per day. the HIa has the capacity to ac-
commodate 24,000 passengers per day.

Many aircraft on standby for 
World Cup service: Qa chief
Third runway activated at DIA to 
cater to fans from neighbouring 
countries, says Al Baker 

Qatar Airways chief Akbar Al Baker. 

9,500 Holiday Home rooms 
ready to receive WC fans
QaTar Tourism has issued more than 3,500 Holiday Home licenc-
es for over 9,500 rooms since the launch of the initiative last 
year. Qatar Tourism has pointed out that these homes are ready 
to receive FiFa World Cup Qatar 2022 visitors and fans. it said a 
variety of accommodation options are available for visitors during 
the FiFa World Cup Qatar 2022. Head of Tourism Control Section 
at Qatar Tourism ali Bu matar al muhannadi said on Thursday 
that Tourism Control Section works to facilitate tourism licencing 
procedures while continuing periodic inspections to ensure quality 
and readiness of facilities for the FiFa World Cup Qatar 2022. 
(QNA) pAge 2

SSOC affirms security  
preparedness for World Cup

THe Safety and Secu-
rity Operations Committee 
(SSOC) of the FiFa World 
Cup Qatar 2022 has con-
firmed its full preparedness 
to secure the tournament, 
in accordance with the high-
est international security 
standards, and in line with 
the security requirements of FiFa, utilizing the latest technologies 
and advanced security systems in the world. pAge 3

World Cup a chance 
to learn about Qatar 
culture & hospitality, 
says EU envoy (PG 2)

More on page 9 



World Cup players join ‘BringTheMoves’ 
to encourage youngsters to #BeActive

FIFA and the World 
Health Organization 
(WHO) in partner-
ship with the Ministry 

of Public Health (MoPH), 
Qatar and the Supreme 
Committee for Delivery and 
Legacy (SC) launched the 
#BringTheMoves challenge, 
encouraging players at the 
FIFA World Cup 2022 to meet 
the celebration challenges 
presented to them on social 
media by fans across the 
globe and encourage young-
sters to #BeActive.

FIFA President Gianni 
Infantino said on this event: 
“We know the negative impact 

on children’s health a lack 
of exercise can have, and 
football can use the significant 
platform of this FIFA World Cup 
to spread that message in this 
exciting and engaging way.

“This challenge not only 
unites children with their 
heroes but utilizes the most 
digital-ever World Cup to send 
the message that we all need 
to be active and drives aware-
ness also for parents that 
children need 60 minutes of 
physical exercise a day. At the 
moment, that is not the case 
for 80% of adolescents around 
the world.” he added.

One former player who 

celebrated hundreds of goals 
in an illustrious career is for-
mer Cote dIvoire striker Didier 
Drogba, who is now a WHO 
Goodwill Ambassador.

“Being active provides 
many benefits to everyone, 
especially for children while 
they are growing and develop-
ing physically, mentally and 
socially,” said Drogba. “Being 
active is good for your body 

and your mind - mental and 
physical health.” Goalkeeper 
Alisson Becker, who is also 
a WHO Goodwill Ambas-
sador and will be coming to 
Qatar with Brazil, knows the 

importance of being in peak 
condition. He wants to use the 
focus on the FIFA World Cup 
to encourage youngsters to 
#BringTheMoves and get more 
active.
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QNA
DOHA

MINISTER of Transport HE Jassim 
Saif Ahmed Al Sulaiti on Thursday 
toured air navigation facilities and 
inspected Qatar Civil Aviation Au-
thority’s preparations for the FIFA 
World Cup Qatar 2022.

The minister inspected work 
at Hamad International Airports 
Control Tower — a facility highly 
equipped with advanced air navi-
gation technologies that keep pace 
with universal standards. HIA is 
poised for excellent services during 
the tournament as aircraft move-
ment is expected to exceed 1,400 a 
day.

The minister also inspected 
work at Qatar Air Traffic Control 
Center, which is considered the 
most advanced in the Middle East. 

Its virtual tower is second-to-
none in the region equipped with 
sophisticated technologies that al-

low air controllers to manage air-
craft and vehicle ground movement 
and monitor it remotely. The centre 
also features a well technologically 
equipped 360-degree 3D simula-

tor room, all the facilities necessary 
for operational services, a search 
and rescue service, aeronautical 
information service and a commu-
nication, navigation & surveillance 

(CNS) office.
Al Sulaiti’s next stop was at the 

Firefighting and Rescue Depart-
ment. One of its major functions 
is assessing aircraft ground move-

ment around the clock in the ap-
proach, landing, ramp and parking 
areas of an aerodrome and develop 
preliminary actions to respond to 
any emergency.

Minister reviews readiness of air navigation facilities for World Cup

QNA
DOHA

QATAR Tourism has issued more than 
3,500 Holiday Home licences for over 
9,500 rooms since the launch of the 
initiative last year.

Qatar Tourism pointed out that 
these homes are ready to receive FIFA 
World Cup Qatar 2022 visitors and 
fans. It said a variety of accommodation 
options are available for visitors during 

the FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022.
Head of Tourism Control Section 

at Qatar Tourism Ali Bu Matar Al Mu-
hannadi said on Thursday that Tour-
ism Control Section works to facilitate 
tourism licencing procedures while 
continuing periodic inspections to en-
sure quality and readiness of facilities, 
and its readiness for the FIFA World 
Cup Qatar 2022.

More than 25 hotel establishments, 
including hotels and hotel apartments, 

have been licensed since before the 
tournament, he said, adding that Qatar 
Tourism is continuing to work in tourist 
clubs, classifying and licensing them.

He pointed to the continuation of 
work on the project to rehabilitate the 
boats (Al Sanabek) located in the Cor-
niche, to preserve its history and tradi-
tional shape, indicating that about 90 
percent of the boats have completed 
their licensing and are ready for visi-
tors and fans.

House that! 9,500 Holiday Home 
rooms ready to receive WC fans

LUSAIL CITY BASKING 
IN  WORLD CUP GLORY

Lusail City is all decked up ahead of the FIFA World Cup 
Qatar 2022. Lusail City is the home of Lusail Stadium, the 
venue for FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 final.

THE Sudanese Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 
on behalf of the government of Sudan, has 
underlined its support and assistance for 
the State of Qatar in hosting FIFA World Cup 
Qatar 2022, pointing out that such a major 
global sporting event is being organised 
for the first time in the Arab region. In a 
statement Thursday, the Sudanese Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs lauded the level of prepa-
rations, arrangements and distinguished 
efforts made by the State of Qatar to have a 
successful football world cup.

In addition, the statement condemned 
the malicious smear and skepticism cam-
paigns that target Qatar’s hosting of this 
event, indicating that Qatar’s hosting of this 
vital global event is a privilege for the State 
of Qatar and all Arab countries, affirming 
that the government of Sudan is fully ready 
to support Qatar in all fields required for the 
success of these events. (QNA)

Sudan confirms 
full support for  

Qatar World Cup

World Cup an opportunity to learn about 
Qatar’s culture and hospitality: EU envoy
AMBASSADOR of the European Union to Qatar HE Dr 

Cristian Tudor has affirmed that the FIFA World Cup 
Qatar 2022, which will kick off on Sunday, is an oppor-

tunity for the world to learn about the culture and hospitality 
of the people of Qatar. 

In a video published on Twitter, he said the tournament, 
which is being held for the first time in an Arab country, 
will prove to the world that sport is a global language that 
brings people from different cultures together under the 

banner of football. 
Dr Tudor expressed his happiness for Qatar’s organisa-

tion of the tournament and the great transformation it wit-
nessed within the framework of Qatar National Vision 2030, 
pointing out at the same time to the distinguished prepara-
tions that have been made in this regard. 

He conveyed a message to the European fans, residents 
and those coming to Qatar, to follow the event and enthusi-
astically encourage their teams to achieve success. (QNA)



QNA
Doha

The Safety and Security Op-
erations Committee (SSOC) 
of the FIFA World Cup Qatar 
2022 has confirmed its full pre-
paredness to secure the tourna-
ment, in accordance with the 
highest international security 
standards, and in line with the 
security requirements of FIFA, 
utilising the latest technologies 
and advanced security systems 
in the world, and benefiting 
from the great legacy of the 
State of Qatar in hosting major 
sport events over the past years.

This came in a report issued 
by SSOC in which it shed light 
on the most important security 
preparations that have already 
been completed, and the role of 
the security agencies that have 
already started assuming their 
duties. All the security authori-
ties and the SSOC work in full 
coordination and cooperation, 
with the aim of providing all 
means of security and main-
taining the safety of the fans, 
players and international mis-
sions participating in the tour-
nament, the report said.

SSOC further affirmed 
that it will spare no effort to 
secure the World Cup, point-
ing that the foreseen success 
of the tournament would be a 
continuation of the successive 
accomplishment made by the 
State of Qatar in hosting major 
sporting events and in the seri-
ous early preparations for the 
championship.

The Committee also af-
firmed keenness to efficiently 
implement its plans to effec-
tively and positively manage 
and respond to any incident 
related to the tournament.

To achieve this a modern 
security system has been im-
plemented to protect everyone 
and create a safe and healthy 
environment for sporting 
events, the report said.

It noted that SSOC’s ef-

forts stem from the Ministry 
of Interior’s mission to achieve 
security stability, as the main 
objective of the Ministry of In-
terior’s strategy (2018-2022) 
is to contribute to securing the 
FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022.

The tournament security 
strategy aims to achieve com-
prehensive security relying on 
total local, regional and inter-
national partnerships as well 
as coordination between the 
concerned authorities in the 
country while emphasizing 
the importance of preventive 
security, exchanging infor-
mation in enforcing the law, 
assessing and dealing with 
threats. The strategy further 
aims to highlight the role of 
the media in delivering mes-
sages, through early media 
coverage, on various media 

and social networks.
Security plans take into 

consideration the nature of 
sports competition and the 
fans’ entertainment, SSOC af-
firmed pointing to necessity 
of protecting those fans and 
providing the highest levels 
of security and comfort for all 
parties participating in the 
tournament.

The committee explained 
that the tasks of the security 
units cover securing the teams, 
fans, venues and means of trans-
portation as well as maintaining 
cyber security and safeguarding 
information infrastructure and 
communication systems.

The SSOC stressed that all 
security units will be in their 
allocated positions before the 
kickoff of the first matches of 
the tournament, whether on 

the roads leading to stadiums, 
areas adjacent to them, or even 
inside the stadiums for safety, 
security, facilitate moving, and 
reduce crowding, whether on 
the gates during entry and exit 
or on the roads leading to sta-
diums.

The SSOC indicated that 
the fans’ entry gates will be 
opened 3 hours before any 
match, calling on fans not to 
be late to avoid crowding and 
to ensure their comfort in the 
smooth access to their seats.

The SSOC pointed out that 
the security personnel will 
handle the security and veri-
fication of security passes and 
match tickets. The committee 
will also use electronic gates 
and inspection devices for 
bags and banned materials in 
stadiums.

The committee affirms its 
total confidence in fans’ coopera-
tion with the security personnel 
by adhering to the security meas-
ures and their cooperation dur-
ing the exit and entry to the sta-
dium, especially since there are 
specific standards and require-
ments made by FIFA regarding 
banned items. The committee 
also pointed out that there are 
assistance teams of private se-
curity and volunteers who will 
provide required guidance to 
help fans whenever needed, 
stressing that all procedures 
are taken for the fans’ safety 
and security.

FIFA World Cup’s
SSOC affirms full

security readiness
SSOC’s efforts stem 
from the Ministry of 
Interior’s strategy  
to contribute to 
securing the World 
Cup Qatar 2022

QNA
Doha

The Ambassador of the 
French Republic to the State 
of Qatar he Jean-Baptiste 
Faivre has said that the FIFA 
World Cup Qatar 2022 will 
be a big and influential event 
in the region and worldwide, 
highlighting that this is the 
first-of-its-kind event in the 
Arab region and the Middle-
east.

The envoy told Qatar 
News Agency (QNA) that his 
country supports its friend 
the State of Qatar in mak-
ing this event a success, 
highlighting France’s full 
commitment to supporting 
Qatari organisations in all 
fields. he added that the two 
sides have had an effective 
cooperation during the 2006 
Asian Games, especially in 
the security, defence, cul-
ture, and social participation 
fields among others.

The French Ambassador 
said he was impressed with 
the infrastructure built for 
the FIFA World Cup Qatar 
2022 and the eight stadi-
ums that will host the event’s 
matches. 

he also said he was im-
pressed with the huge leap 
in the state’s transportation 
sector, particularly Doha 
Metro and Lusail Tram that 
were inaugurated recently. 

he said they represent a 
wonderful display of French-
Qatari cooperation for host-
ing the World Cup. he cited 
Accor’s operating 25,000 
hotel rooms to welcome 

guests during the competi-
tion as another example.

he wished the Qatari 
team well during the com-
petition, and expressed his 
hope that champions France 
can defend the title.

he the Ambassador said 
that he expects French fans 
and visitors to enjoy a won-
derful stay in Qatar and this 
global event and the wide 

variety of its accompanying 
events. he noted that two 
French cyclists came to Qa-
tar to follow the World Cup 
by bicycle, after covering a 
distance of 8,000 kilometres 
in order to enjoy the compe-
tition.

he noted that the FIFA 
World Cup Qatar 2022 is 
a big turning point for the 
State of Qatar, adding that 
the authorities implemented 
many reforms in the field of 
labour protection, in cooper-
ation with the International 
Labour Organisation which 
established a regional of-
fice in Doha in 2017. he ex-
pressed his hope that these 
reforms will continue.

FIFA WC Qatar 2022 
will prove to be a big 
and influential event: 
French ambassador

The French ambassador has said that he expects French fans 
and visitors to enjoy this global event and the wide variety of its 
accompanying activities as well as a wonderful stay in Qatar.

The FIFA Fan Festival test event at Al Bidda Park was a big success, amid a large turnout and an impressive organisation. Thousands of fans enjoyed live music, football activities and cultural performances at the event 
organised ahead of the FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022. The FIFA Fan Festival will officially open on November 19.
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HE Jean-Baptiste Faivre 
has stressed that his  
country supports its 
friend the State of 
Qatar in making this 
event a success,  
highlighting France’s full 
commitment to support-
ing Qatari organisations 
in all fields 

FIFA FAn FestIvAl test event A huge hIt



TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

QATAR Duty Free (QDF) has 
been awarded the World’s Lead-
ing Airport Duty Free Operator 
2022 Award among 10 eligible 
nominees selected from more 
than a hundred competitors. 

The World Travel Awards 
Grand Final Ceremony and 
Gala Dinner took place at the Al 
Bustan Palace, a Ritz-Carlton Ho-
tel in Muscat, Oman, recently.

Last month, Qatar Duty Free 
was also named Middle East’s 
Leading Airport Duty Free Op-
erator 2022 by the World Travel 
Awards during a big industry 
reunion at the Ritz-Carlton in 
Amman, Jordan. Middle East 
regional winners progressed to 

the World Travel Awards Grand 
Final.

Vice-President of Qatar 
Duty Free Thabet Musleh said, 
“It is with great pride and pleas-
ure to be awarded the World’s 
Leading Airport Duty Free Op-
erator and the Middle East’s 
Leading Airport Duty Free Op-
erator by the prestigious World 

Travel Awards. These awards 
are grand achievements and a 
testament to our outstanding 
retail offer and excellent cus-
tomer services.

“It has been an enormous 
year of accomplishments and tri-
umphs for Qatar Duty Free and 
this award is a wonderful celebra-
tion of our major achievements. 

We look forward to welcoming 
you all to explore a new world 
of shopping at Hamad Interna-
tional Airport. This is just the be-
ginning for many more victorious 
and successful years to come.”

Qatar Duty Free has officially 
unveiled its brand new retail and 
food and beverage offer at the 
impressive airport expansion 
project to the world, enhancing 
passengers’ retail experiences 
and transforming HIA into an ul-
timate shopping destination.  

The new terminal offers un-
paralleled luxury and lifestyle 
shopping experience as well as 
world-class retail and food and 
beverages (F&B) options with 
more than 65 retail and dining 
outlets spread across its three 
levels. 

QDF named ‘World’s Leading 
Airport Duty Free Operator’

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

OBESITY is a worldwide epi-
demic and one of the risk fac-
tors for many diseases, includ-
ing heart disease, diabetes 
mellitus, kidney disease and 
cancer. 

Reducing body weight is 
the first line of treatment in 
most of these diseases. Qatar 
Biobank annual report in 2022 
reported that more than 70 
percent of the population in 
Qatar is either overweight or 
obese. 

The high rates of bariatric 
surgery carried out in Qatar 
is also alarming, with almost 
2,000 cases per year carried 
out at Hamad Medical Corpo-
ration (HMC). The healthcare 
cost of obesity and diabetes is 
very high. Approximately QR2 
billion is spent annually on the 
treatment of diabetes and this 
is expected to rise to QR4.9 bil-
lion in the next 15 years. 

To tackle the rising rates 
of obesity, the Primary Health 

Care Corporation (PHCC) 
provides dietetics services 
through trained dietitians. The 
service was initiated to support 
overweight and obese adults 
reduce their body mass index 
(BMI) through a dietetic pro-
gramme. 

PHCC undertook a study 
to evaluate the effectiveness of 
PHCC’s dietetics services led 
by Dr Muhammad Tanveer 
Alam, consultant family physi-
cian from Airport Health Cent-
er. The study which is pub-
lished in the American Journal 
of Lifestyle Medicine found 
PHCC’s programme supports 
BMI reduction of up to 10 per-
cent in overweight and obese 
subjects.

The study further reported 
that the median time for weight 
reduction was 3.2 years, with 
women showing earlier sig-
nificant weight loss than men. 
The patients with 3-5 number 
of visits had earlier significant 
weight reduction than those 
with less than three visits and 
more than 5 number of visits. 

PHCC’s dietetics programme 
shows significant BMI reduction 
among overweight and obese
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Dr Shajitha Dr Muhammad Tanveer Alam

SULAITI ATTENDS 24TH GCC TRANSPORT MINISTERS’ MEETING

Minister of Transport HE Jassim Saif Ahmed Al Sulaiti on Thursday led Qatar’s delegation at the 24th Meeting of the Committee of the GCC 
Ministers of Transport held via videoconferencing. The ministers reviewed the latest updates on the GCC Railways Authority, its organisational 
structure and work in the coming year. They also discussed progress on the GCC Railway project and the set date to carry out and operate the 
project, as well as several topics related to the land transportation strategy of the GCC, the Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices (MUTCD), 
the GCC uniform system for universal land transportation, and several topics related to maritime transportation and ports. (TNN)
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DFI presents family-friendly 
and football-inspired films

Tribune news neTwork
Doha

Film lovers are in for a visual 
treat at the idyllic Heenat Salma 
Farm from November 24 to De-
cember 16 as the Doha Film in-
stitute (DFi) brings the most en-
dearing and inspiring selection 
of films from around the world 
for the Doha Film Experience. 

Against a breathtaking 
backdrop of the natural beauty 
of autumn, audiences will enjoy 
beloved classics, family dramas 
and football-inspired movies 
alongside a range of delectable 
cuisine made from the farm’s 
home-grown produce. many 
will seize the opportunity to 
catch up with timeless works of 
art, others to relive their fondest 
memories of watching inspiring 
movies that have made a differ-
ence to the lives of many. 

Fatma Hassan Alremaihi, 
chief executive office of the Doha 
Film institute, said: “The fan-
tastic selection of movies spe-
cially curated for family friendly 
screenings will truly bring the 

world of film to Heenat Salma 
Farm as part of the Doha Film 
Experience. Guests will enjoy a 
cosy film experience under the 
stars, set against the backdrop of 
the farm’s lush foliage bringing 
them closer to Qatar’s natural 
surroundings. 

“From compelling films 
from the Arab world to stories 
inspired by the spirit and pas-
sion for football, the programme 
will particularly delight visitors 
from across the world who will 
be celebrating the FiFA World 
Cup Qatar 2022 with us and 
provide for a truly unique cul-
tural experience.”

Among the selection of films 
to be screened at Heenat Salma 
Farm are:

Theeb (Jordan, UK, Qatar, 
UAE/2014) by Naji Abu Nowar 
the multiple award-winning 
film, also nominated for the 
Academy Awards in the Best 
Foreign language Film will be 
screened on Thursday, Novem-
ber 24 at 7pm. Bekas (Sweden, 
Finland/2012), directed by Kar-
zan Kader will screen on Friday, 

November 25 at 7pm. The neo-
realist classic, Bicycle Thieves 
(italy/1948) by Vittorio De Sica 
is on Saturday, November 26 
at 7pm. iranian director majid 
majidi’s Children of Heaven 
(iran/1997) will be screened on 
Thursday, December 1 at 7pm. 
Supported by the Doha Film in-
stitute, Freedom Fields (libya, 
UK, Netherlands, USA, Qatar, 
lebanon, Canada/2018), direct-
ed by Naziha Arebi will screen 
on Friday, December 2 at 7pm.  

A must-watch for fam-
ily audiences, the live-action 
adaptation of Disney’s animated 
classic, Beauty and the Beast 
(USA/1991, directed by Bill 
Condon, will be screened on 
Saturday, December 3 at 7pm. 
The winner of the Silver Bear 
Grand Jury Prize at the Ber-
lin international Film Festival, 
Offside (iran/2006) by Jafar 
Panahi will screen on Wednes-
day, December 7 at 7pm. The 
legendary Charlie Chaplin’s 
modern Times (USA/1936) will 
be screened on Sunday, Decem-
ber 11 at 7 Pm.  

Nadia (France/2021) by 
Anissa Bonnefont is a powerful 
documentary that shares the 
incredible story of Nadia Na-
dim, the film will be screened on 
monday, December 12 at 7pm. 
Wajib (Palestine, France, Ger-
many, Colombia, Norway, Qa-
tar, UAE/2017) by Annemarie 
Jacir is screening on Thursday, 
December 15 at 7pm. The in-
spiring film Captains of Zaatari 
(Egypt/2021) by Ali El Arabi will 
be screened on Friday, Decem-
ber 16 at 7pm. 

Taking place over four ac-
tion-packed weeks, the Doha 
Film Experience is a rich cul-
tural showcase that pays tribute 
to the nation in the year that the 
nation hosts the FiFA World 
Cup Qatar 2022, taking place at 
venues across the city, includ-
ing m7’s Sky Theatre, Qatar 
Foundation’s Oxygen Park, and 
the venues of the D’reesha Per-
forming Arts Festival 2022, the 
museum of islamic Art, lusail 
Boulevard, Heenat Salma Farm, 
Sikkat Wadi msheireb and Vox 
Cinemas Doha Festival City.

UDST, QAFSSC 
sign three-year 
cooperation pact

Tribune news neTwork
Doha

THE University of Doha 
for Science and Technology 
(UDST) and the Qatar Armed 
Forces Strategic Studies Centre 
(QAFSSC) have signed a three-
year memorandum of under-
standing (moU) for coopera-
tion on education, training and 
research and consultancy. 

The moU was signed on the 
university campus by UDST 
President Dr Salem Al Naemi 
and the Commander of the 
QAFSSC Staff major-General 
Dr Rashed Hamad Al Naemi in 
the presence of senior officials 
from both institutions.

The agreement is expected 
to lay the foundation for fu-
ture collaboration on projects 
and initiatives in the areas of 
professional training, UDST 
students’ internships and con-
ducting research and studies in 
the relevant fields of both insti-
tutions. 

A key part of the agreement 
is to develop a form of experts’ 

exchange between both insti-
tutions, and support of joint 
conferences, seminars and 
workshops.

Commenting on the event, 
Dr Naemi said, “it is an im-
portant opportunity to be 
collaborating with the Qatar 
Armed Forces Strategic Stud-
ies Entre. This agreement 
demonstrates UDST’s com-
mitment to partnering with 
top-notch institutions that 
can add value to our academic 
path and foster an environ-
ment for growth and develop-
ment in different field. We are 
confident that this partner-
ship will achieve great results 
and will become a testament 
to our dedication to support 
our country and Qatar Na-
tional Vision 2030.”

Staff major-General Naemi 
described this agreement as an 
“important milestone in estab-
lishing cooperation between 
both prominent institutions in 
the areas of professional devel-
opment (upskilling), research 
and education.” 

QCDC’s Career Guide special edition focuses on 
FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 legacy

Tribune news neTwork
Doha

QATAR Career Development 
Center (QCDC) has published 
the 13th issue of its annual Ca-
reer Guide magazine ahead 
of the FiFA World Cup Qatar 
2022. 

Dedicated to showcasing 
the organisational aspects of 
the tournament, the guide fea-
tures information and inter-
views focused on the develop-
mental and intellectual legacies 
that hosting this unique event 
will have.

Abdullah Al mansoori, di-
rector of Qatar Career Develop-
ment Center (QCDC), a mem-
ber of Qatar Foundation (QF), 
discussed the impact of the 
event on Qatar and its youth.

He said, “Besides the mas-
sive construction efforts that 

were undertaken in prepara-
tion for this historic event, we 
were keen, in this special edi-
tion of our magazine, to high-
light the legacy that this tourna-
ment will leave on the human, 
economic and social levels, and 
particularly, its impact on Qa-
tari youth. 

“A legacy that is the result 
of years of inspiring prepara-
tion and planning, from which 
we drew lessons about the art 
of management and the impor-
tance of willpower, to demon-
strate what can be achieved by 
adopting science and knowl-
edge as the foundation for stra-
tegic planning and systematic 
execution.”  

He also discussed how Qa-
tar’s unique journey will not 
conclude with the final whistle 
of the FiFA World Cup Qatar 
2022.

“This is a new beginning 
and an important milestone on 
the road to achieving the Qatar 
National Vision 2030, which 
focuses on developing human 
potential, through wise guid-
ance and appropriate planning. 
Therefore, i invite our youth to 
persist in their efforts and build 
on this tournament’s achieve-
ments to ensure a prosperous 

future for our country driven by 
sustainable development.”

The guide features in-depth 
interviews with prominent fig-
ures of Qatari youth who direct-
ly contributed to Qatar’s World 
Cup preparations, who share 
their experiences and expertise, 

as well as touches on new and 
exciting career paths related to 
the event, such as sustainabil-
ity, event management and cor-
porate communication.

The FiFA World Cup Vol-
unteers programme is another 
focus of this year’s Career Guide 

– as Qatar’s largest ever volun-
teer programme, it has drawn 
over 20,000 participants, in-
cluding 15,000 citizens and 
residents. 

Nasser Al mogaiseeb, Vol-
unteer Strategy manager at 
SC, highlighted the importance 

of volunteering and its role in 
helping youth develop their 
skills, enhance their abilities, 
gain new experiences and build 
a professional network, which 
will reflect on their careers 
and the competence of Qatar’s 
workforce.

Other exclusive interviews 
contained in the guide include 
Secretary-General of the Su-
preme Committee for Delivery 
and legacy (SC) Hassan Al 
Thawadi, who discussed SC’s 
efforts to ensure the tourna-
ment leaves behind a sustain-
able legacy that benefits youth 
in Qatar and across the region 
for years to come, as well as the 
event’s impact on the labour 
market and the development of 
local talents.

English football legend 
David Beckham, who was also 
interviewed for the guide, dis-
cussed what could be achieved 
by hosting a world-class event 
for the first time in the middle 
East, while offering readers tips 
to achieve career success in the 
field of their choice.

The guide addresses the ac-
tive role that QF has played in 
preparing for the World Cup, as 
well as Education City’s efforts 
in preparing to host the event 
there. 

Alexandra Chalat, director 
of World Cup legacy at QF, 
spoke at length about the co-
operation between QF and SC, 
as well as the activations and 
events that Education City will 
host throughout the tourna-

ment.
insights into QCDC’s ef-

forts, activities and events 
throughout 2022 are also high-
lighted, as well as advice and 
tips collected by QCDC’s career 
guidance and development ex-
perts to help youth choose the 
career path that best aligns with 
their skills, qualifications, inter-
ests and the local labour market 
dynamics.

The magazine is available 
on QCDC’s interactive app on 
App Store and Google Play, 
and on QCDC’s website publi-
cations page CG13_EN_WEB.
pdf (qcdc.org.qa), which fea-
tures a digital archive of all 
the magazine’s editions. A 
hard copy of the magazine 
can also be obtained through 
Education City’s distribution 
platforms.

The publication of the latest 
guide falls within the frame-
work of QCDC’s efforts to instil 
a career guidance culture that 
empowers youth in Qatar to 
make the best academic and ca-
reer decisions, in order to pro-
vide the local job market with 
the necessary qualified human 
capital capable of fueling the 
economy and achieving sus-
tainable development.

Bekas Film Still Children of Heaven Film Still

A still from the film Theeb.

The 13th edition of 
the guide highlights 
the event’s impact 
on Qatar, its youth 
and the future

The MoU was signed on the university campus by UDST President Dr 
Salem Al Naemi and the Commander of the QAFSSC Staff Major-Gener-
al Dr Rashed Hamad Al Naemi in the presence of senior officials from 
both institutions.

A still from Freedom Fields.



The FIFA World Cup 
Trophy is delighting 
fans in Doha ahead 
of the big kick-off on 
November 20. Fans 
are lining up to pose 
with the famous 
prize at Aspire Park. 
The trophy will be at 
the Aspire Park until 
November 18.
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Get snapped with FIFA World Cup Trophy!

Tunisian fans’ everyday cheer 
wows visitors at Souq Waqif

KHALID TAWALBEH
DOHA

AS the clock ticks for the most 
beautiful and grandest World 
Cup of all, fans of the Tunisian 
national team gather almost 
daily in the squares of Souq Wa-
qif and perform dances and jigs 
that amaze the passers-by and 
media alike.

This great event has spurred 
many Tunisians to book tickets 
and Hayya cards and come to 
Qatar to stand by their national 
team in this tournament. Fans, 
who have come to Doha from 
all over the world, including 
Tunisia, as well as local resi-
dents, have expressed their en-
thusiasm for this edition of the 
World Cup – the first on Arab-
Islamic soil.

Speaking to Qatar Tribune, 
Mahdi Abdulrahman, one of the 
leaders of a Tunisian national 
team fan group, expressed his 
happiness with this trip, through 
which he got to know Qatar and 
its ancient culture closely. He 
said that he will convey the rich 
experiences during this trip to 
his friends and family upon re-
turn to Tunis.

Speaking about their ar-
rangements they have to en-
courage the Tunisian national 
team, he said: “We have easy 
and fast movement between the 
stadiums of the World Cup dur-
ing the tournament. This is a 
unique feature of this edition of 
the World Cup. During previous 
editions of the World Cup, I was 
unable to attend more than 12 
matches during the course of the 
tournament. This time in Qatar, 
I will be able to attend up to 20 
matches, making Qatar2022 an 
excellent historic event.”

Abdulrahman further said: 
“These loyal fans of the Tunisian 
national team travel all over the 
world to promote the team, and 
they gain a lot of experience that 
enables them to provide a clear 
picture of the ideal experience 
that football fans expect, so we 
pay special attention to them, 
especially in Qatar, which is 
closest to our heart”.

He stressed that all the Tuni-
sian fans will tell the world about 

their diverse experiences here, 
“I was pleased to participate in 
this trip, which allowed me to 
achieve my goal of interacting 
with Tunisian fans and thanking 
the national team for its enthu-
siasm. It also allowed me get to 
know Qatar and its lifestyle, en-
tertainment attractions and the 
many advanced facilities.”

Talking about his prepara-
tions for the trip, Ahmed Ahme-
dof, another Tunisian team fan 
said that as soon as the Tuni-
sian national team qualified for 
the World Cup 2022, he began 
preparing for the trip with his 
colleagues and added that this 
was his first in-person World 
Cup attendance. Fans of the Tu-
nisian national team are ready 
to stand by their team in all cir-
cumstances and wherever it is, 
he asserted.

Ahmedof expressed his ad-
miration for the advanced level 
of infrastructure in Qatar and 
preparations for the football 
World Cup, expressing belief 
that this edition of the tourna-
ment will be historic. Like his 
other compatriot, he expressed 
happiness at being able to visit 
Qatar and get acquainted with 
the country’s culture. He also 
noted the abundance of tourist 
and entertainment attractions, 
which promise fans an excep-
tional experience over the next 

few days.
He said that the Qatar 2022 

will be one of the best editions 
of the World Cup, pointing out 
that the small distances between 
venues will allow fans to easily 
attend many matches.

“I did not know anything 
about Qatar before this trip, 
and now that I am here, I am 
surprised at the development 
achieved by the state on more 
than one level. There is no doubt 
that Qatar will become the focus 
of the world’s attention during 
its hosting of the Cup”.

Adila Sheikh, another fan 
of the Tunisian national team, 
said: “In addition to visiting a 
number of famous tourist sites, 
such as Souq Waqif and the 
Qatar National Museum, we 
have the opportunity as fans to 
express our joy and enthusiasm 
and show our culture to every-
one, thank you Qatar.”

Sheikh said she was excited 
to visit Qatar for the first time. 
With players and fans from all 
over the Arab world and be-
yond gathering within a limited 
geographical space for the in-
ternational football festival, the 
excitement will only grow, she 
said adding: “I will assure the 
football fans in Tunisia that Qa-
tar is a wonderful country, a safe 
country with a developed infra-
structure. I look forward to the 

day when the World Cup kicks 
off to enjoy a vibrant festive at-
mosphere”.

Sheikh explained that her 
passion for football is a way to 
confirm her belonging to her 
homeland Tunisia, her pride 
in the Customs and traditions 
of her country and pride in 
her identity.

“I was overwhelmed with 
pride when the Carthage Eagles 
qualified to represent my coun-
try in this great sporting event 
taking place in Qatar, a small 
country with large achieve-
ments. I expect the Tunisian na-
tional team to show an honour-
able performance in the fourth 
group, which includes well-es-
tablished teams. I am sure Tuni-
sia will prove itself”.

“I believe that the Tunisian 
national team will have a good 
chance during this edition of the 
World Cup due to several rea-
sons, including its being hosted 
by an Arab country and the great 
training during the past period 
that the team has been subjected 
to,” said sports analyst and jour-
nalist Ahmed Shawabka.

Shawabka expects the Tuni-
sian national team to smoothly 
pass the group stage with the 
French national team, where 
they will present their best tac-
tics of team play, for which they 
have long been famous.

Labour City is
all decked up 
to ring in WC

SANTHOSH CHANDRAN
DOHA

IT is the fluttering of the 
flags of countries participat-
ing in the FIFA World Cup 
2022 that welcomes visitors 
to Labour City, also known as 
Asian Town. Colourful flags 
adorn shops and commercial 
complexes in the area, which 
is home to more than 50,000 
blue-collar workers -- the La-
bour City is all set to welcome 
the World Cup 2022. 

Most of the companies have 
provided their workers with big 
television sets so that they can 
watch the World Cup matches 
in the comfort of their residenc-
es, if they are unable to watch 
the game at the stadiums due to 
various reasons.

Speaking to Qatar Tribune, 
a foreman at a construction 
company said, “Our company 
management even has offered 
vacation during FIFA World 
Cup days, but most of us have 
decided to stay in Qatar to expe-
rience the matches. Our compa-
ny was involved in many FIFA 
projects including the construc-
tion of stadiums and roads. We 
consider the World Cup in Qa-

tar as our own, and wish to en-
joy the game here itself.”

The workers who meet eve-
ry day at Asian Towns’ cinema 
halls, restaurants and lawns 
have already formed their own 
unofficial fan clubs in line with 
the spirit of the event. Brazil, 
Argentina and Qatar teams 
have strong fan groups here.

“Our dream of watching the 
World Cup matches in Qatar 
is now a reality. It is a life-time 
achievement and we don’t want 
to miss it,” a worker from Asia, 
who has a Hayya Card and 
World Cup ticket, told Qatar 
Tribune.

The shops at the commer-
cial complex in Asian Town are 
also happy as they are getting 
good business now. “Most of the 
workers in Asian Town are free 
of their daily schedule of work 
now. So, they are spending a lot 
of time at the commercial com-
plexes and restaurants. FIFA 
World Cup has made commer-
cial complex more crowded, 
offering good business,” a sales 
manager at a hypermarket in 
Asian Town said.

Asian Town will indeed be 
one of the most crowded areas 
during the Qatar WC days.

A commercial complex in Asian Town is decorated with flags of the 
countries participating in FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022.



Myanmar: Key foreigners 
freed as part of amnesty

dpa 
Bangkok

MyanMar’s military junta 
released several prominent for-
eigners from prison on Thurs-
day, part of a mass amnesty.

They had been sentenced 
to long prison terms by courts 
controlled by the generals. 
Human rights activists, politi-
cians and the families had cam-
paigned for their release.

They were released on 
Thursday with around 5,700 
other prisoners. The reason 
for the amnesty was a national 
holiday in former Burma.

Junta spokesperson Zaw 
Min Tun said that, among 
others, australian economics 
professor sean Turnell, the for-
mer British ambassador to the 
country, Vicky Bowman, her 
husband Htein Lin and Japa-
nese journalist Toru Kubota 
would be released.

Turnell and Bowman have 
been flown to Bangkok, a 

source close to those released 
told dpa. Kubota is expected 
back in Japan on Friday, a gov-
ernment spokesperson said in 
Tokyo.

Turnell is the former ad-
viser to ousted state councillor 
aung san suu Kyi. He was ar-
rested shortly after the military 
coup in February 2021 and was 
on trial for alleged violations of 
an official secrets law.

at the end of september he 
was sentenced to three years in 
prison.

The australian government 
has repeatedly called for his 
release. University colleagues 
have also pleaded on his behalf 
for months.

Bowman was sentenced to 
a year in prison on alleged im-
migration violations in early 
september. Her husband, local 
artist Htein Lin, was accused of 
assisting crimes and also sen-
tenced to one year in prison. 
He is expected to remain in 
Myanmar after his release.

dpa 
Sharm el-Sheikh, egypt

UniTed nations Chief antónio 
Guterres said negotiations at a 
global climate conference be-
ing held in egypt are at “crunch 
time” on Thursday, a day before 
the scheduled conclusion of the 
meeting.

Parties at the conference, 
known as COP27, remain divid-
ed on a number of key issues, 
according to Guterres, who 
urged them to “act quickly” as 
the climate clock is ticking.

He cited a “breakdown in 
trust between north and south, 
and between developed and 
emerging economies.” “This 
is no time for finger pointing,” 
he said. “The world is watch-
ing and there is a simple mes-
sage: stand and deliver.” a 
contentious issue at the cen-
tre of the COP27 conference 
is the payment of reparations 
for damage caused by climate 
change in poor regions.

delegates of the conference 

have already agreed to place the 
issue, known as loss and dam-
age funding, on the agenda for 
the first time.

developing countries have 
long pressed for the creation of 
a financial mechanism to ad-
dress climate-induced harm in 
low-income countries.  Gu-
terres said on Thursday an 
“ambitious and credible” agree-
ment on loss damage and fi-
nancial support to developing 
countries holds the key to re-
building trust.

“The time for talking on loss 
and damage finance is over. We 
need action,” he said in a press 
statement at the COP27 venue.

negotiators from around 
200 countries have been gath-
ering in egypt’s coastal resort of 
sharm el-sheikh for nearly two 
weeks, grappling with the ques-
tion of how global warming can 
be contained and how climate 
damage can be financed.

another key divisive issue 
at the conference is the use of 
climate-harming fuel fossils.

russia’s invasion of Ukraine 
has sent energy prices soaring, 
prompting many nations to re-
consider their energy policies 
and reactivate coal-fired power 
plants.

Fossil fuel expansion is 
“hijacking humanity,” said Gu-
terres.

Fossil fuels - mainly coal, 
crude oil and gas - produce 
large amounts of heat-trapping 
carbon dioxide.

egyptian Foreign Minister 
sameh shoukry, the COP27 
president, on Thursday men-
tioned a lack of progress on sev-
eral issues.

On loss and damage, 
shoukry said, as he joined Gu-
terres: “Parties are shying away 
from taking difficult political 
decisions.”  He called on all 
parties to go “the extra mile.” a 
deal on phasing out fossil fuels 
appeared on Thursday to be far 
from attainable.

There have been increasing 
calls to phase out the use of fos-
sil fuels if the battle against cli-

mate change is to gain ground.
However, a new version 

of a draft final declaration for 
the climate conference has 
dampened expectations for 
a substantive agreement on 
the phase-out   The 20-page 
draft, among other things, 
encouraged efforts to “phase 
down” the unabated use of coal, 
and rationalized fossil fuel sub-
sidies.

The document did not men-
tion oil and gas, an omission 
that has disappointed environ-
mentalists.

“it would be absolutely 
unacceptable if, at the end of 
a two-week climate confer-
ence in the middle of climate 
collapse, the results from the 
previous year were repeated at 
most,” said executive director 
of Greenpeace Germany, Mar-
tin Kaiser.

He called for pressure to be 
stepped up to ensure that the 
COP27 final document would 
include the phase-out of oil and 
gas.

Act quickly, UN chief 
tells divided negotiators 
as COP27 nears end

United Nations Secretary General Antonio Guterres and Egypt’s Foreign Minister Sameh Shukri (right) in Egypt’s Red Sea resort city of Sharm  
el-Sheikh, on Thursday. (aFp)

Modi, Sunak discuss ways to boost trade
agencies 

indian Prime Minister naren-
dra Modi met his British coun-
terpart rishi sunak at the G20 
summit in Bali on Wednesday, 
where the two leaders discussed 
“ways to boost trade between 
the two countries”.

it was the first meeting be-
tween Modi and sunak, who 
is of indian origin, since he be-
came British prime minister in 
October. a press release issued 
by the indian Ministry of exter-
nal affairs (Mea) said the two 
leaders “expressed satisfaction 
at the state of the wide-ranging 
india-UK Comprehensive stra-
tegic Partnership and progress 
on the roadmap 2030 for Fu-
ture relations”.

They also appreciated the 
importance of “working togeth-
er in bilateral and multilateral 
forums including G20 and the 
Commonwealth”, the release 

said. discussions touched upon 
important sectors of collabo-
ration such as trade, mobility, 
defence and security, the state-
ment added.

earlier on Wednesday, su-
nak’s office said Britain was ne-
gotiating a trade deal with india, 
which if agreed would be the 
first of its kind new delhi would 
have made with a european 
country.

“They looked forward to the 
agreement of a UK-india free 
trade deal, which has the poten-
tial to unlock investment and 
increase jobs in both our coun-
tries, as well as expanding our 
deep cultural links,” sunak’s of-
fice said in a statement.

Modi said “robust ties” with 
the United Kingdom were of 
great importance to india.

“We discussed ways to in-
crease commercial linkages, 
raise the scope of security coop-
eration in context of india’s de-

fence reforms and make people-
to-people ties even stronger,” 
Modi said on Twitter after the 
meeting.

The two-day summit on the 
indonesian island was the first 
time G20 leaders met since 
russia’s February invasion of 
Ukraine, which Moscow de-
scribes as a “special military op-

eration”.
after indonesia, india will 

have the year-long G20 presi-
dency, beginning on decem-
ber 1. Modi also met austral-
ian Prime Minister anthony 
albanese, italian Prime Minis-
ter Giorgia Meloni, French Pres-
ident emmanuel Macron and 
German Chancellor Olaf scholz, 
among other leaders at the sum-
mit on Wednesday.

during their meeting, Modi 
and albanese reviewed the pro-
gress made by the two countries 
in defence, trade, education and 
clean energy, the Mea said in a 
statement. in a separate release, 
the Mea said that Meloni and 
Modi “discussed the deepening 
of bilateral cooperation in vari-
ous sectors including trade and 
investment, counter-terrorism, 
and people to people ties” and 
“exchanged views on regional 
and global issues of mutual in-
terest”.

Narendra Modi
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rome: the italian Catholic Church has collected 613 files on 
abuse cases over the past two decades, the secretary general of 
the italian Bishops’ Conference (Cei) said in rome on thursday.

the cases have been transferred to the Vatican’s Dicastery 
for the Doctrine of the Faith, giuseppe Baturi, explained. these 
were reports by victims or files on alleged perpetrators with 
multiple victims, which is why 613 does not reflect the number 
of people abused, Baturi explained. included, he said, are cases 
that have already been archived. Baturi made the statements at 
a press conference in which the Cei presented a report on the 
protection of minors in the Church.
thiS study, which covers 2020 and 2021, shows that in those 
years 89 alleged victims came forward, reporting such things as 
sexual harassment, sexual intercourse or inappropriate behav-
iour within the church. (dpa)

More than 600 abuse cases recorded in 
Catholic Church in Italy

News 
in brief

Berlusconi acquitted in ‘bunga bunga’ 
corruption case in rome

rome: a court in rome has acquitted former italian prime minis-
ter Silvio Berlusconi in a corruption trial.

the accusations against the 86-year-old leader of the con-
servative Forza italia party - which is in the new governing coali-
tion in rome - were not confirmed in the end, according to the 
judges, as the news agency anSa reported on thursday. a co-
accused singer was also acquitted. the trial was a consequence 
of the so-called “bunga bunga parties” with young women more 
than 10 years ago in Berlusconi’s villa, which resulted in sev-
eral court cases. the politician and the singer were accused of 
bribery because Berlusconi allegedly paid the musician for false 
statements. according to anSa, the public prosecutor pleaded 
for acquittal before the verdict because payments crucial to the 
case, which were dated 2012 - that is after the celebrations - 
had apparently been made earlier, meaning it was unlikely that 
they were connected to the false testimony. (dpa)

South Korea: Pyongyang fired unspecified 
ballistic missile
Seoul: north korea fired an unspecified ballistic missile to-
wards the Sea of Japan, also known as the east Sea, the South 
korean military said on thursday.

the rocket flew about 240 kilometres towards the open sea, 
reported yonhap, citing the Joint Chiefs of Staff. Shortly before, 
South korea had staged a “pre-planned” naval missile defence 
exercise with the united States, yonhap reported.

the South korean general staff accused the largely isolated 
neighbouring country of a “provocation.” un resolutions prohibit 
the self-declared nuclear power from testing ballistic missiles. 
Depending on the design, these can be equipped with a nuclear 
warhead. north korean Foreign minister Choe Son-hui warned 
on thursday that pyongyang will take “fiercer” military actions if 
the united States sticks to its campaign of strengthening what it 
calls extended deterrence to its regional allies. in a statement, 
Choe Son-hui took issue with an agreement of the leaders of 
South korea, the united States and Japan earlier this week to 
bolster extended deterrence capabilities, which refer to Washing-
ton’s readiness to provide Seoul with all necessary options, both 
nuclear and conventional, to deter aggression or provocation by 
its north korean neighbour. (dpa)

Relatives stand outside Insein prison as they wait for the release of 
prisoners in Yangon on Thursday. (aFp)



DPA 
NEW YORK 

THE deal allowing Ukraine 
to export grain safely from its 
Black Sea ports despite Rus-
sia’s invasion has been extend-
ed for another three months, 
the United Nations said on 
Thursday. It had been set to ex-
pire at the weekend.

“The Black Sea Grain Initia-
tive is extended for 120 days,” 
Ukrainian Infrastructure 
Minister Olexandr Kubrakov 
tweeted.

The Russian side allowed 
the extension of the agreement 
“without any change in the 
deadlines or scope,” the For-
eign Ministry in Moscow said 
on Thursday.

The UN said there were no 
changes to the initiative, nor 
did it apply to additional ports. 
Ukraine had requested that the 
grain agreement be extended to 
the port of Mykolaiv.

UN Secretary General 
António Guterres welcomed 
the extension of the deal and 

expressed commitment to en-
suring the smooth operation of 
the “vital supply line.” He also 
emphasized the need to remove 
remaining obstacles to export-
ing food and fertilizer from 
Russia.

“Both agreements signed 
in Istanbul three months ago 
are essential to bring down the 
prices of food and fertilizer and 
avoid a global food crisis,” Gu-
terres said.

Russia’s war against 
Ukraine, which has disrupted 
food shipments because both 
countries are major agricultur-
al exporters, have fuelled inter-
national fears of famine in the 
poorest countries.

According to Russia, how-
ever, the second agreement - 
which focuses on Russia’s abili-
ty to export its goods - is stalled 
due to Western sanctions.

Although the sanctions do 
not directly target these ex-
ports, their existence makes it 
difficult for Russian players to 
call at European ports, process 
payments and obtain insurance 

for their ships.
UN representatives had 

discussed the problems on Fri-
day in Geneva with Russian 
Deputy Foreign Minister Ser-
gey Vershinin.

After the agreement to ex-
tend the deal was reported, 
the Russian foreign ministry 
warned that further delays in 
Russian fertiliser deliveries to 
developing countries would be 
“unacceptable.” Some 300,000 
tonnes of Russian fertiliser 
were being held back in EU 
ports, it said. Kremlin spokes-
man Dmitry Peskov comment-
ed that the UN’s assurances to 
guarantee Russian food and 
fertiliser exports were already 
“showing results.” The Rus-
sian foreign ministry also said 
it would prevent any attempts 
to use the Black Sea corridor 
for “provocative military pur-
poses.” Top European Union 
officials on Thursday greeted 
the extension of a UN-Turkey 
brokered deal.

According to the Grain 
Agreement Coordination Cen-

tre, eight ships left Ukrainian 
ports on Tuesday with wheat, 
corn, soybeans and rapeseed, 
among other commodities. 
They set course for Italy, Chi-
na, Ethiopia and Spain, among 
other countries.

Before the war, Russia 
and Ukraine supplied almost 
a quarter of the world’s grain 
exports.

Meanwhile, missile strikes 
have been reported across 
Ukraine by local officials, with 
the entire country on air raid 
alert for the second time this 
week amid a new salvo of Rus-
sian attacks.

In the liberated area of 
Kherson, Ukrainian police 
have found evidence of alleged 
crimes, including torture, re-
peating a pattern from other 
areas of the country liberated 
from Russian control this year.

In addition, President Vo-
lodymyr Zelensky on Thurs-
day said Ukrainian experts can 
take part in the investigation of 
Tuesday’s missile strike at the 
Polish border with Ukraine.

Ukrainian soldiers walk outside a still burning grain silo in Snihurivka, Kherson district, on Wednesday. (AFP)

Deal allowing Ukraine  
to export grain via Black 
Sea ports extended

DPA 
VIENNA

THE board of the International 
Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) 
has indirectly threatened Iran 
with the involvement of the 
UN Security Council because of 
Tehran’s lack of transparency 
in nuclear matters.

It was essential and urgent 
that Tehran finally answer the 
IAEA’s unanswered questions 
about the whereabouts of nu-
clear material in formerly se-
cret facilities, according to a 
resolution passed by the IAEA 
board of governors in Vienna 
on Thursday.

According to diplomats, 26 
countries in the body voted in 
favour of the text, which was in-
troduced by Germany, France, 
Britain and the United States. 
Russia and China rejected the 
resolution, and five countries 
abstained.

For years, the IAEA has de-
manded explanations on three 

sites in Iran where traces of nu-
clear material have been found, 
indicating clandestine activi-
ties in the past.

“Iran must know that if it 
fails to provide the coopera-
tion necessary to resolve these 
matters, the board will have to 
be prepared to take further ac-
tion,” said the US representa-
tive to the IAEA, Laura Hol-
gate.

She referred indirectly 
to the possibility of referring 
the matter to the UN Security 
Council.

The board of governors had 
already called on Iran to coop-
erate with the international nu-
clear inspectors in a resolution 
in June. 

Tehran reacted at the time 
by shutting down dozens of 
IAEA surveillance cameras.

This week, before the new 
resolution was passed, Iran’s 
nuclear chief Mohammad 
Eslami threatened to cancel 
planned talks on open issues.

Nuclear watchdog ups 
pressure in row over 
Iran’s lack of cooperation

DPA 
WASHINGTON

AFTER months of speculation 
about her future, House Speaker 
Nancy Pelosi said on Thursday 
she will not seek to lead House 
Democrats for another term, but 
stay in Congress.

The decision came after her 
party’s narrow loss of the cham-
ber in last week’s midterm elec-
tion.

Pelosi, of California, is also 
abiding by a 2018 agreement 

with fellow Democrats that she 
would step down from leader-
ship by the end of 2022 to make 
way for a new generation.

Pelosi, whose career spans 
35 years and who is the nation’s 
first and only female House 
speaker, stepped down despite 
the strong urging of many of her 
colleagues.

Under Pelosi’s stewardship 
this year, House Democrats de-
fied expectations that the party 
would suffer steep losses in the 
midterm.

Instead Republicans gained 
only a slim majority of the 
House. Had Pelosi wanted to re-
main as House minority leader, 
she likely could have, despite the 
2018 agreement.

Though many Democrats 
had once voiced a desire for 
Pelosi, 82, to hand over the reins 
to a younger generation of law-
makers, her recent success in 
combating the Trump admin-
istration and then aiding the 
Biden administration won over 
many of her critics.

Pelosi also said last month’s 
attack on her husband, Paul, 
would be a factor in her deci-
sion. The speaker’s husband was 
assaulted with a hammer by an 
intruder who broke into their 
San Francisco home aiming to 
hurt her, police said. She was 
in Washington at the time. He’s 
expected to face a long recovery.

She told CNN’s Dana Bash 
in a Sunday interview that her 
decision would be rooted in “the 
wishes of my family and the 
wishes of my caucus.”

Nancy Pelosi to step down as House Democratic leader

3 pro-Russian separatists 
guilty of downing flight 
MH17, says Dutch court

DPA 
AMSTERDAM

THREE former senior pro-
Russian separatists are guilty 
of shooting down passenger 
flight MH17 over eastern 
Ukraine in 2014, killing 298 
people, a Dutch court has 
found.

A fourth defendant was 
acquitted.

The defendants - three 
Russians and one Ukrainian 
- were high-ranking separa-
tist rebels in eastern Ukraine 
who procured the missile that 
downed the Malaysia Airlines 
Boeing 777 jet.

The disaster on July 17, 
2014, occurred during fight-
ing between pro-Russia sepa-
ratists and Ukrainian forces.

The Malaysia Airlines 
plane was hit by a Russian 

Buk anti-aircraft missile 
while on its way from Am-
sterdam to Kuala Lumpur 
over contested territory in 
eastern Ukraine.

As most of the victims 
were from the Netherlands, 
the trial took place there.

The court pronounced the 
sentence in the absence of the 
defendants.

Only the now acquitted 
man had been represented by 
lawyers.

It is considered unlikely 
that the convicts will serve 
their sentences. They are said 
to be in Russia and the coun-
try will not extradite them, 
experts said.

Russia has always de-
nied any responsibility and, 
despite evidence to the con-
trary, blames Ukraine for the 
shooting-down of the aircraft.

DPA 
LONDON

RAIL passengers have been 
warned to expect longer journey 
times when speed restrictions 
are brought in on some routes 
due to forecasts of “extreme 
rainfall,” as flooding continues 
to cause chaos on road and rail 
networks on throughout Britain.

Scottish commuter rail ser-
vice ScotRail said more than 
a month’s worth of rain is ex-
pected to fall in many areas 
across eastern Scotland between 
Thursday and 7 am (0700 GMT) 
on Saturday.

Britain’s national weather 
service, the Met Office, issued 

a yellow rain warning for the 
whole of Thursday in light of a 
band of rain which arrived in 
Cornwall yesterday. The warn-
ing covers an area stretching 
from Birmingham, Lincoln and 
Hull to northern Wales, Liver-
pool and Manchester, as well as 
the east coast up to the Scottish 
border.

The service issued a yellow 
weather warning of rain for east-
ern Scotland which is in force 
from 3 pm on Thursday until 6 
pm on Friday, while an amber 
“heavy rain” weather warning 
is in force for Aberdeen, Ab-
erdeenshire, Angus and Perth 
and Kinross from midnight on 
Thursday until 3 pm on Friday.

The yellow alert warns of 
rainfall building up across the 
high ground of eastern Scot-
land, with 50 to 70 millimetres 
expected and up to 100 millime-
tres possible across the hills of 
Angus and Aberdeenshire.

Forecasters said the area 
covered by the amber warn-
ing could see more than 100 
millimetres of rain, and even 
150 millimetres in parts of the 
Grampians and Cairngorms.

Network Rail Scotland said 
it will impose speed restrictions 
on some routes for safety rea-
sons from Thursday afternoon 
“due to the extreme rainfall 
that’s been forecast,” and jour-
ney times on those services will 

take longer.
Parts of the Edinburgh to 

Aberdeen, Stirling to Dundee 
and Ladybank to Perth routes 
will be affected, as will part of 
the Highland Main Line and the 
East Coast Main Line between 
Edinburgh Waverley and Ber-
wick.

ScotRail tweeted early on 
Thursday, “over a month’s 
worth of rail is expected to fall in 
many areas across Eastern Scot-
land between now and 7 am on 
Saturday. 

“For your safety, speed re-
strictions will come into place 
later today - check your journey 
on our app before travelling over 
the next few days.” 

‘Extreme rainfall’ pummelling Britain brings road, train delays

A woman walks with an umbrella in the rain in Chester on Thursday. (AFP)
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Outgoing US Speaker of the House of Representatives Nancy Pelosi in 
Washington on Thursday. (AFP)



HIA, DIA launch dedicated facilities 
for departing passengers during WC 

Satyendra Pathak 
Doha 

As part of its operational prep-
arations to welcome millions 
of visitors for the upcoming 
FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022, 
Qatar Airways on Thursday 
announced that all passengers 
flying through Hamad Interna-
tional Airport (HIA) and Doha 
International Airport (DIA) 
until 31 December can experi-
ence complimentary and enter-
taining pre-departure waiting 
areas, setting a new standard 
of excellence for international 
travel at sporting events.

Named as Passenger Over-
flow Areas (POAs), each has 
been built to provide fans with 
dedicated facilities, to com-
plete their FIFA World Cup 
Qatar 2022 journey. At both 
POAs, passengers can safely 
stow baggage, enjoy a taste of 
the best international cuisine 
or relax in comfort and style 
while soaking up a football 
themed atmosphere. 

In addition, the larger of the 
two overflow areas, at HIA, in-
cludes a virtual reality gaming 
zone - a world first. There are 
also soft play areas for children 
and huge screens to show foot-
ball highlights.

set to offer fans extended 
memorable experiences and 
seamless connectivity through-
out both airports, the passen-
ger overflow area at DIA will be 
able to welcome up to 12,000 
departing passengers per day. 
Qatar’s HIA has the capacity to 
accommodate 24,000 passen-
gers per day.

The passenger overflow ar-
eas will only be accessible for 
passengers arriving at HIA and 
DIA more than four hours and 
up to eight hours prior to their 
scheduled departure flight time 
– regardless of the airlines with 
which passengers are flying.

To coincide with the open-
ing, a Qatar Airways FIFA World 
Cup anthem recorded by inter-

nationally acclaimed singer Cheb 
Khaled and superstar DJ Rodge 
called “C.H.A.M.P.I.O.N.s.” has 
been released on the airline’s of-
ficial YouTube channel and will 
be played onboard flights arriv-
ing in Qatar. 

The uplifting lyrics are sung 
in English, French and Arabic 
and its catchy melody reflects 
the passion of all fans uniting 
across the globe in this shared 
experience.

speaking on the occasion, 
Qatar Airways Group Chief Ex-
ecutive Akbar Al Baker said, “Qa-

tar Airways is all about offering 
global passengers the best expe-
riences the industry has to offer. 
Passenger Overflow Areas will 
accommodate thousands of fans 
at any given time at our world 
class airports. We’re dedicating 
the song “C.H.A.M.P.I.O.N.s.” to 
those fans and to people every-
where which we think captures 
the excitement that FIFA World 
Cup Qatar 2022™ represents to 
this country and region.”

Commenting on the an-
nouncement, HIA COO Engr 
Badr Mohammed Al Meer said, 

“The commencement of the pas-
senger overflow area at both 
HIA and DIA will offer our visi-
tors a remarkable chance to ex-
perience the FIFA World Cup 
Qatar 2022 at dedicated prem-
ises. Curated for all departing 
passengers, the overflow area is 
part of MATAR’s initial airport 
operations plan set to improve 
overall flow at both airports and 
accommodate thousands of visi-
tors at any given time through-
out the tournament.”

On the expected number of 
visitors arriving at both airports 

during the tournament, Al Meer 
commented: “We are expect-
ing to receive approximately 
44,000 arriving passengers per 
day and upwards of around 900 
aircraft movements daily.”

The passenger overflow ar-
eas at both HIA and DIA will be 
operating 24 hours a day, seven 
days a week – and will include 
a variety of food and beverage 
options, retail stores, gaming 
areas, football pitches for chil-
dren, quiet areas, luggage stor-
age, a lost and found desk, flight 
information screen, a free WI-FI 

activation area and more.
Departing passengers can 

access the overflow area at HIA 
by taking a shuttle bus from the 
airport’s metro station. To ac-
cess the overflow area at DIA, 
passengers can either take a 
Taxi to the facility or use public 
transportation to the Al Matar 
Al Qadeem metro station.

The passenger overflow 
area does not include check-in 
service desks, so travelers can 
either check in online while at 
the premises or visit the check-
in halls at HIA or DIA.

tribune newS network
Doha 

As the official airport partner of the 
FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022, MATAR 
is all prepared to offer memorable ex-
periences for football fans across the 
globe. The Passenger Overflow Area 
(POA) at Hamad International Airport 
(HIA) and Doha International Airport 
(DIA) will host exciting fan activities 
and deliver seamless connectivity. MA-
TAR has provided answers to some of 
the necessary questions about the Pas-
senger Overflow Area. Excerpts: 

Q: When will the Passenger 
Overflow Area be available?

The Passenger Overflow Area will 
be available starting from November 17 
until December 31, 2022.

Q: Will the Passenger Over-
flow Area be available at the sec-
ond airport in Qatar, the Doha 
International Airport (DIA) as 
well?

The Passenger Overflow Area will 
be available at DIA, alongside HIA.

Q: How many people will be 
able to enter the Passenger Over-
flow Areas?

DIA’s Passenger Overflow Area will 
be able to accommodate up to 12,000 
passengers daily, while HIA’s Passen-
ger Overflow Area will have double 
the maximum capacity of DIA, hosting 
24,000 passengers per day.

Q: Will all travelers have ac-
cess to the Passenger Overflow 
Areas?

The Passenger Overflow Areas will 
only be accessible for passengers that 
are coming to the airport for more than 

four hours and up to eight hours prior 
to their scheduled departures flight 
time, regardless of the airlines by which 
passengers are flying.

Q: What is the purpose of the 
Passenger Overflow Areas?

The Passenger Overflow Areas 
will allow fans to experience the FIFA 
World Cup Qatar 2022 until the very 
end of their journey in Qatar. It will 
allow travelers to utilise their waiting 
time prior to their flights by enjoying 
exciting activities which include shop-
ping, resting, and watching football 
matches.

Q: What will the Passenger 
Overflow Areas include?

The Passenger Overflow Areas will 
include a number of Food & Beverage 
and retail stores, gaming areas, a foot-
ball pitch for kids, quiet areas, luggage 

storage, a lost and found desk, flight 
information screens, free WI-FI activa-
tion area, and more.

Q: What are the operational 
timings of the Passenger Over-
flow Area?

HIA and DIA, including their 
passenger overflow areas, will be op-
erational for 24 hours, seven days a 
week.

Q: How long before a flight 
can I leave the Passenger Over-
flow Area and go to the terminal?

Passengers should leave the Pas-
senger Overflow Areas towards their 
terminal four hours before their flight.

Q: How will I get back to the 
terminal from the Passenger Overflow 
Area?

Passengers at Hamad International 
Airport’s Passenger Overflow Area can 

go to the terminal using the shuttle 
service. Passengers from Doha Inter-
national Airport’s Passenger Overflow 
Area can walk to the departures termi-
nal.

Q: Can I find food options at 
the Passenger Overflow Area?

The Passenger Overflow Area con-
tains a number of Food & Beverage op-
tions for passengers to relax and enjoy, 
including a dining area.

Q: Will there be internet at the 
premises?

Yes, the Passenger Overflow Area 
will have free WI-FI for all visitors.

Q: What about one’s luggage, 
where can one keep it?

Luggage can be kept at the baggage 
storage area located at the Passenger 
Overflow Area in both HIA and DIA.

Q: Can one arrive at the Pas-
senger Overflow Area by Taxi or 
Uber?

Passengers can access the Passen-
ger Overflow Area by Taxi and/or Uber 
at DIA. At HIA, passengers will need 
to take a shuttle bus from the arrivals 
or departures curbside area, as well as 
from the metro station.

Q: Can one get to the Passen-
ger Overflow Area by Metro?

Passengers can use the Matar Al 
Qadeem metro station to get to the Pas-
senger Overflow Area at DIA. At HIA, 
passengers must take a shuttle bus 
from the Hamad Intl Airport T1 metro 
station.

Q: Can one check in when he 
or she is at the Passenger Over-
flow Area?

Passengers Overflow Area does not 
have check-in service desks. Passen-
gers can only check in at HIA’s or DIA’s 
main terminals check-in halls. Passen-
gers can also conduct online check-in 
on their respective airline’s website.

POA promises fun-filled experiences for WC passengers

FrIDAy, November 18, 2022

New batch of Qatari real  
estate brokers licensed 
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The ‘Passenger Overflow Areas’ will operate from November 17 until December 31 for passengers arriving at HIA and DIA more than four 
hours and up to eight hours prior to their departure flight time * Capacity of ‘Passenger Overflow Areas’ at HIA is 24,000 and DIA is 12,000

Qatar Airways Group Chief Executive Akbar Al Baker with FIFA President Gianni Infantino, HIA COO Engr Badr Mohammed Al Meer and other dignitaries at a ceremony to announce the 
commencement of the Passenger Overflow Area at Hamad International Airport in Doha on Thursday. 

Qatar Airways Group Chief Executive Akbar Al Baker with FIFA President Gianni In-
fantino witnessed the launch of Passenger Overflow Area at HIA on Thursday. On the 
occasion, Qatar Airways unveiled fun-filled experiences to help passengers of every 
airline departing during the FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022.



QNA
DOHA

MANY of the companies 
listed on the Qatar Stock Ex-
change are set to benefit from 
the start of the FIFA World 
Cup Qatar 2022 on Novem-
ber 20.

Financial analyst Ramzy 
Qasmieh told Qatar News 
Agency (QNA) that the recent 
weekly decline that saw the 
index lost 2.74 percent was 
led by financials, which re-
treated for the third consecu-
tive week. 

Industrials also played a 
part in the decline, as a re-
sult of a retreat in the stock 
prices of Industries Qatar, 
Gulf International Services 

Company, and Mesaieed Pet-
rochemicals.

He noted however that 
the telecommunications, 
retail, and real estate sec-
tors will be the biggest stock 
market winners of the World 
Cup. 

He added that the 12,100 
level on the index (113 points 
below the current level) will 
represent a good support 
level, especially with an im-
provement in the macro set 
to kick in thanks to the budg-
et surplus achieved this year. 

He also said that funda-
mentals are attractive as well, 
with earnings multiples con-
tracting from 17.5 times at 
the start of the year to 13.5 
times.

Telcos, real-estate big 
winners of World Cup

AGENCIES

AP Moller – Maersk will launch 
a new ocean shipping service, 
Shaheen Express, starting from 
the last week of November 
2022. 

The ship will rotate be-
tween Mundra, Pipavav, Jebel 
Ali, Dammam, and Jebel Ali 
and back to Mundra, creating 
a stable and reliable service for 
the India-UAE-Saudi Arabia 
corridor. The new service will 
primarily aim at addressing 
rising demand for customers 
trading between the Indian and 
the Gulf markets.

“The markets have started 

stabilising, and the ocean net-
works are normalising after 
over two years of disruptions 
caused by the Covid-19 pan-
demic. 

During this time, not only 
did we strive hard to ensure 
we addressed all our custom-
ers’ challenges, but we also 
got a chance to look ahead 
and understand what their 
requirements would be in the 
future. Through our customer 
conversations, we were able to 
make a more meaningful fore-
cast around the rising demand 
and proactively deploy a new 
service to create a supply of 
space for this demand,” stated 

Bhavan Vempati, Head of Re-
gional Ocean Management, 

Maersk West & Central Asia.
India-UAE Comprehensive 

Economic Partnership Agree-
ment (CEPA) entered into force 
in May 2022, which is steadily 
boosting the volumes of trade 
between the two countries. The 
main commodities moving be-
tween these two countries that 
will benefit from the increased 
capacity include FMCG (fast 
moving consumer goods) such 
as electronics, perishables 
such as foodstuff, retail goods 
including textile and apparel, 
and chemicals. The Shaheen 
Express will benefit the export-
ers of the petrochemical sector 
from the eastern province of 
Saudi Arabia.

The ship will offer im-

proved transit time and better 
predictability between Indian 
ports and Gulf ports as com-
pared to the existing services. 
Bhavan Vempati further com-
mented, “We remain commit-
ted to our customers in West & 
Central Asia and want to bring 
reliable service to them. We 
will continue building robust 
partnerships with our custom-
ers and design solutions that 
create value for their business 
and contribute to the overall 
economic growth of the re-
gion.”

The ship will include two 
vessels with a nominal capacity 
of 1,700 TEUs per week.

AP Moller – Maersk to launch service connecting India–UAE–Saudi corridor

QNA
DOHA

A new batch of Qatari real es-
tate brokers took oath before 
the Real Estate Brokers Affairs 
Committee at the Ministry of 
Justice, raising the total num-
ber of licensed brokers to 564. 
The new batch includes 34 me-
diators, who will act as a legal 
link between individuals and 
real estate brokerage compa-
nies.

The licensing of the new 
batch comes in the context of 
the Ministry of Justice’s activa-
tion of Law No 22 of 2017 on 
regulating real estate broker-
age as part of efforts to make it 
operate in an established and 
organised legal environment.

This takes place in keeping 
with the rapid pace of econom-
ic and urban development that 
Qatar is undergoing, especially 
with the great expansion of the 
real estate sector. Not to men-
tion providing the necessary 
reconfiguration and organiza-
tion of the real estate system to 
achieve the objectives of Qatar 
National Vision 2030.

The Assistant Undersecre-
tary for Real Estate Registra-
tion and Documentation Af-
fairs and Chairperson of the 
Real Estate Brokers Affairs 
Committee Saeed Abdullah 
Al Suwaidi welcomed the new 
batch of licensed brokers.

He stressed the ministry’s 
keenness to advance the real 
estate brokerage profession, 
as Minister of Justice Masoud 
bin Mohamed Al Ameri pays 
special attention to the devel-
opment of the legal profession 
in line with the objectives of the 

Qatar National Vision 2030.
Al Suwaidi stressed the 

need to deal with licensed bro-
kers because of the importance 
of this to protect the rights of 
different parties. He warned 
against dealing with unlicensed 
brokers after the expiry of the 
period to reconcile the situa-
tion and start activating the 
real estate mediation law, 
pointing out to the need to 
adopt contract forms for real 
estate brokers in buying and 
selling transactions to ensure 
the rights of dealers and bro-
kers.

This step comes within the 
framework of the efforts of the 
Ministry of Justice to reorgan-
ize the real estate brokerage 

profession, and to work in ac-
cordance with the provisions of 
Law No. 22 of 2017.

The ministry noted that the 
necessity of dealing with real 
estate brokers licensed by the 
ministry. This is in order to 
avoid legal violations resulting 
from carrying out mediation 
work without a license.

The license for this batch 
came after completing the spe-
cific regulatory procedures un-
der the provisions of the law, 
which include interviewing 
applicants for the profession’s 
work, inspecting their offices, 
ensuring their compliance with 
the requirements for practic-
ing the profession, and partici-
pating in specialized training 

courses at the Legal and Judi-
cial Studies Center (CLJS).

The license for the new 
batch comes within the frame-
work of the efforts of the Min-
istry of Justice to reorganize 
the real estate brokerage pro-
fession and activate regulatory 
procedures to serve the nation-
al economy.

The Real Estate Brokerage 
Department receives and sorts 
the applications and organizes 
the required training courses 
to ensure that the applicant to 
practice the real estate broker-
age profession obtains all the 
professional and legal require-
ments to carry out his role in 
this sector in an optimal man-
ner.

New batch of Qatari real  
estate brokers licensed
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TSMC shares surge 
on Buffett stake

AGENCIES

SHARES in Taiwan’s TSMC 
soared on Tuesday after Warren 
Buffett’s Berkshire Hathaway 
confirmed it had taken a close to 
$5 billion stake in a major boost 
of confidence for the semicon-
ductor giant.

Taiwan Semiconductor 
Manufacturing Company oper-
ates the world’s largest silicon 
wafer factories and produces 
some of the most advanced 
microchips used in everything 
from smartphones and cars to 
missiles. The company’s shares 
and profits soared for the first 
two years of the coronavirus 

pandemic during a global short-
age of semiconductors.

That climb came to an 
end this year as demand was 
clipped and the prospect of a 
global downturn loomed with 
the firm’s shares down 24 per-
cent since January 1 and some 
U.S.$230 billion wiped from its 
valuation. But that rout turned 
a corner in the past week with a 
sudden surge of investor buying 
and in Tuesday morning trade 
the company was up nearly 
eight percent. That came after 
Buffet’s Hathaway confirmed 
in a filing it had acquired about 
60 million American Depository 
Receipts in TSMC.

Elizabeth Holmes faces judgment day
AGENCIES

A federal judge on Friday will 
decide whether disgraced Ther-
anos CEO Elizabeth Holmes 
should serve a lengthy prison 
sentence for duping investors 
and endangering patients while 
peddling a bogus blood-testing 
technology.

Holmes’ sentencing in 
the same San Jose, Califor-
nia, courtroom where she was 
convicted on four counts of 
investor fraud and conspiracy 
in January marks a climactic 
moment in a saga that has been 
dissected in an HBO documen-
tary and an award-winning 
Hulu TV series about her mete-
oric rise and mortifying down-
fall.

U.S. District Judge Edward 
Davila will take center stage 
as he weighs the federal gov-
ernment’s recommendation 
to send Holmes, 38, to fed-
eral prison for 15 years. That’s 
slightly less than the maximum 
sentence of 20 years she could 
face, but far longer than her le-
gal team’s attempt to limit her 
incarceration to no more than 
18 months, preferably served 
in home confinement. Her law-

yers have argued that Holmes 
deserves more lenient treat-
ment as a well-meaning entre-
preneur who is now a devoted 
mother with another child on 
the way.

Prosecutors also want Hol-
mes to pay $804 million in 
restitution. The amount covers 
most of the nearly $1 billion 
that Holmes raised from a list 
of sophisticated investors that 
included software magnate 
Larry Ellison, media mogul Ru-
pert Murdoch, and the Walton 
family behind Walmart.

While wooing investors, 
Holmes leveraged a high-
powered Theranos board that 
included former U.S. Defense 
Secretary James Mattis, who 
testified against her during 
her trial, and two former U.S. 
Secretaries of State, Henry 
Kissinger and the late George 
Shultz, whose son submitted 
a statement blasting Holmes 
for concocting a scheme that 
played Shultz “for the fool.” 
Davila’s judgment – and Hol-
mes’ reporting date for a po-
tential stint in prison -- could 

be affected by the former en-
trepreneur’s second pregnancy 
in two years. After giving birth 
to a son shortly before her trial 
started last year, Holmes be-
came pregnant at some point 
while free on bail this year.

Although her lawyers didn’t 
mention the pregnancy in a 
82-page memo submitted to 
Davila last week, the pregnancy 
was confirmed in a letter from 
her current partner, William 
“Billy” Evans, that urged the 
judge to be merciful.

In that 12-page letter, which 
included pictures of Holmes 
doting on their 1-year-old son, 
Evans mentioned that Holmes 
participated in a Golden Gate 
Bridge swimming event ear-
lier this year while pregnant. 
He also noted Holmes suffered 
through a case of COVID in 
August while pregnant. Evans 
didn’t disclose Holmes’ due 
date in his letter.

Duncan Levin, a former 
federal prosecutor who is now 
a defense attorney, predicted 
that Davila’s sentencing deci-
sion won’t be swayed by the 
pregnancy, but expects the 
judge to allow her to remain 
free until after the baby is born.

(File) Former Theranos CEO Elizabeth Holmes arrives at a US federal 
court. 

Automatic braking can 
cut crashes over 40%

AGENCIES

TWO new U.S. studies show 
that automatic emergency 
braking can cut the number of 
rear-end automobile crashes in 
half, and reduce pickup truck 
crashes by more than 40%.

The studies released Tues-
day, one by a government-auto 
industry partnership and the 
other by the insurance indus-
try, each used crash data to 
make the calculations. Auto-
matic emergency braking can 
stop vehicles if a crash is im-
minent, or slow them to reduce 
the severity.

Some automakers are mov-
ing toward a voluntary com-
mitment by 20 companies to 
make the braking technology 
standard equipment on 95% 
of their light-duty models dur-
ing the current model year that 
ends next August.

A study by The Partnership 
for Analytics Research in Traf-
fic Safety compared data on 
auto equipment with 12 million 
police-reported crashes from 
13 states that was collected by 
the National Highway Traf-

fic Safety Administration, the 
partnership said in a statement 
Tuesday. The group studied 
forward collision warning as 
well as emergency braking.

The group found front-
to-rear crashes were cut 49% 
when the striking vehicle had 
forward collision alert plus 
automatic braking, when com-
pared with vehicles that didn’t 
have either system. Rear crash-
es with injuries were cut by 
53%, the study found.

Vehicles with forward col-
lision warning systems only 
reduced rear-end crashes by 
16%, and cut rear crashes with 
injuries by 19%.

Automatic emergency brak-
ing works well in all conditions, 
even when roadway, weather 
or lighting conditions were not 
ideal, the study showed.

The group also looked at 
lane departure warning sys-
tems, and lane-keeping sys-
tems, which keep vehicles 
in their lanes. They reduced 
crashes from autos leaving 
the roadway by 8% and road-
departure crashes that cause 
injuries by 7%.

The ship will rotate between Mundra, Pipavav, Jebel Ali, 
Dammam, and Jebel Ali and back to Mundra, creating a 
stable and reliable service for the India-UAE-Saudi Arabia 
corridor. The new service will primarily aim at addressing 
rising demand for customers trading between the Indian 
and the Gulf markets.
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FIFA World Cup fans will get a chance to feel 
the pulse of culture at the Cultural Village 
Foundation (Katara) during the mega tourna-
ment, Katara Director of Cultural Affairs and 
Events Khalid Abdulrahim Al Sayed has said.

Katara has lined up a mélange of events 
that will reflect Qatar’s rich heritage and 
match the grandeur of the World Cup, he said.

Highlighting the link between sports and 
culture, Sayed said Katara would organise 
more than 300 activities and 51 major events 
during the World Cup.

The scale and festivity of the activities 
would be unprecedented and appropriate for 
the magnanimity of the tournament, which 
will be viewed by millions of people world-
wide.

The fact that Qatar 2022 is the first-ever 
World Cup to be held in the Arab World makes 
it all the important for Qatar to showcase the 
true Arab identity and culture, the official 
said. The activities in Katara are tailored for 
this purpose and would suit a diverse range of 
tastes, he added.

“The origin is in the pluralistic culture, so 
every human activity can be philosophized or 
understood from a cultural perspective, such 
as the culture of peace, the culture of human 
rights, cultural heritage, and so forth.” 

The concept of culture, he added, is con-
stantly evolving with the development of com-
munication means between human beings. 

“Every activity that encourages under-
standing in the spirit of mutual respect be-
tween peoples is included in the list of cultural 
activity,” Sayed said.

He underlined that football gained its pop-
ularity due to its effectiveness in promoting 
social and cultural life and bringing together 
individuals and societies. Qatar’s sports clubs 
used to market themselves through cultural 
and social roles, in addition to their sporting 
activities, he added.

“Sports also play an active role in help-
ing overcome differences and encouraging 
dialogue between people. It also helps to 
eliminate prejudgments, stereotypes, cultural 
differences, ignorance, intolerance and dis-
crimination against others. A sporting event 
of a global nature such as the World Cup en-
courages dialogue between cultures, which is 
a means of promoting awareness, understand-
ing, reconciliation and tolerance among peo-
ples.”

Sayed said culture has found expression 
in sports, and the nature of competition takes 
a peaceful turn, noting that sport converges 
with culture, as it is not limited to strengthen-
ing the bodies only, but extends to refining the 
minds and souls through cultural and artistic 
events, which usually accompany sporting ac-
tivities of a global nature.

The Katara official said the activities and 
events lined up for World Cup are divided into 
five categories: festivals, ceremonies, exhibi-
tions, live presentations, and other events. 
While some events are specifically targeted 
towards fans of football and its history, which, 
he said, didn’t  mean that others cannot enjoy 
them. For instance, Katara has lined up ex-
hibitions on football art collections as well as 

World Cup postage stamps, he added.
The exhibition on football art collection is 

an interactive one that mixes the football field 
with art, Sayed said. It includes paintings by 
local and international artists that embody 
the atmosphere of the football world, as well 
as paintings depicting the intense atmosphere 

during the final matches. 
“The exhibition is poised to take you to 

previous World Cups; give you a glimpse of 
the hosting cities, its landmarks reflecting the 
civilizations and cultures of the host countries, 
and their peoples. The exhibition also includes 
high-value collections related to the previous 
editions. On the sidelines of the exhibition, 

art workshops will be held for the public, so 
that they learn about the relationship between 
football and plastic art, through coordination 
with various parties. The exhibition also in-
cludes souvenirs relating to its theme.”

The World Cup postage stamps exhibition 
will be held at the Arab Postal Stamp Muse-
um, Building No. 22. It will feature more than 
340 stamps from all over the world, of which 
280 stamps include all the World Cup tourna-
ments since the first one in 1930, Sayed said. 
It also includes a distinguished and rare group 
of World Cup collections, including various 
souvenirs that are displayed for the first time 
with the participation of amateurs from Qatar, 
Italy, and the US, he noted.

The Cultural Village Foundation will also 
see the launch of 22 books that shed light 
on various aspects of the FIFA World Cup, 
the Katara official said, pointing out that the 
books are published by the Katara Publishing 
House in both Arabic and English. They in-
clude ‘Sportswear in the Final Matches’, ‘The 
World Cup Tournaments in Numbers’, ‘Goals 
Immortalized in the World Cup’ and ‘The 
World Cup Final Matches’.

‘The History of the World Cup from the Be-
ginning to Now’, ‘The Reality of what Makes 
the World Cup in Qatar Special’, ‘Ronaldo and 
Messi Face-to-Face’, ‘Famous Participating 
Arab Players’, ‘World Cup Stamps’ and ‘Fa-
mous Football Captains’ would also make for 
some interesting reading, he opined.

Sayed pointed out that the subject being 
discussed by these books are important and 
would enrich the Qatari and Arab libraries, 
particularly ‘The Football Stars in Qatar’. He 
said the book features the career of 27 players 
who were the first to launch football in Qatar. 

Additionally, ‘Sports Engineering in the 
World Cup 2022’ provides an important con-
tribution to the field of sports engineering and 
explains the sustainability of the eight FIFA 
World Cup Qatar 2022 stadiums, he added.

The Katara Traditional Dhow Festival is 
another major event in the line-up, he said, 
adding that the 12 edition of the festival will 
draw participation from eight countries and 
will hark back to the times when forefathers 
of the land sailed the seas in boats — an Olym-
pic sport since the first Olympic Games held in 
Athens in 1896.

The latest edition of the festival will have 
50 pavilions for the participating countries 
that include exhibitions of marine heritage 
collections, other handicrafts, and maritime 
heritage, in addition to the inclusion of an 
event on falconry. 

Katara: where 
World Cup fans 

will feel the pulse 
of culture

The Cultural Village Foundation has lined up 300 activities and 
51 major events during the World Cup

The scale and festivity of the Katara World Cup activities would be unprecedented and appropriate for 
the magnanimity of the tournament, which will be viewed by millions of people worldwide.

Preparations are ongoing for the 12th Katara Traditional Dhow Festival, which will start at the Cultural 
Village Foundation on November 19, 2022, with the participation of delegations from nine countries. 
 — TNN

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

A plethora of activities will kick off at the 
Cultural Village Foundation (Katara) on 
Friday (November 18) in celebration of the 
Middle East and Arab world’s first FIFA 
World Cup.

Katara has already been all aglow and is 
now set to provide its best for visitors from 
all over the globe with events of various cul-
tures in art, dance, music, painting, folklore 
and performing arts.

Katara will be providing an exhaustive 
feast of activities to visitors with events rep-
resenting diverse cultures. A whopping 51 
main events and 300 sub-events will be held 
with the participation of 22 countries.

These events will continue from No-
vember 18 to December 18, 2022. They are 
divided into five main categories: festivals, 
parties, exhibitions, live performances, and 
various events.

Friday will witness the opening of a series 
of art exhibitions, including: ‘The Faces of the 
World’ exhibition (relating to the first FIFA 
World Cup); a ‘Solar Exhibition’ presented 
by the Embassy of the Republic of El Salva-
dor; ‘Qatari Plastic Art Exhibition’, ‘Katara 
Museum of Traditional Dhow’, ‘Katara Inter-

national Ceramics Exhibition’, ‘Football’, and 
‘Fine Art and Collectibles Exhibition’. 

Also there will be the opening of World 
Cup postage stamp exhibition, Oud his-
tory exhibition, Iranian cultural exhibition, 
sports caricature exhibition, Arabic cal-
ligraphy activities, activities for children 
with special needs in cooperation with 
Qatar Foundation for Social Work, Katara 
International Handicraft Market, Bill and 
Melinda Gates Foundation event, Al Dar 
Cultural Tent, Sports Engineering and the 
Qatar World Cup with the Qatar Society of 
Engineers.

The festive programme also includes a 
group of concerts, including Maher Al-Zein, 
Hammoud Al-Khidr, and concerts of Tham-
er Ashour, Ahmed Saad, Aseel Hamim, DJ 
Aseel, Saud Jassim, Elissa, Adam, in addi-
tion to concerts from Argentina, Britain and 
other nations.

The audience will also be on a date with 
a variety of shows, including the world show 
‘Balloons Wonderland’, the global show 
‘Bubbles Spectacler’, a musical show for 
sustainable development, good health for 
all (Education Above All), and the Plane-
tarium Pleiades shows, in addition to a per-
formance and a traditional musical perfor-
mance by Qatari musician Hamed Al-Nama. 

Grand events to kick off at 
Katara from today

DHOW FESTIVAL  
TO START ON NOV 19

Khalid Abdulrahim Al Sayed
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DISCOVER Qatar, the destination 
management company of Qatar Air-
ways, launched their very own kiosks in 
Souq Waqif and Katara Village as well 
as concierge desks at the Barwa Madi-
natna and 12 hotels throughout Doha. 
Operating throughout the tournament, 
the kiosks and hotel concierge desks in-
vite FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 fans 
to book their own curated tours and 
services, including Stadium Transfers, 
to all 64 matches.

As part of the commitment to show-
case the rich cultural experiences of Qa-
tar, Discover Qatar aims to connect the 
world, by sharing cultural experiences 
that make this tournament the global 
event that it is. The connection to sport 
and culture goes hand-in-hand, and 
these curated tours will highlight Qa-
tar’s deep connection to football.

Qatar Airways Group Chief Execu-
tive Akbar Al Baker said: “Qatar is a 
country with a rich culture and history. 
I welcome those coming in for the FIFA 
World Cup Qatar 2022 to use these 
services to their advantage and dis-
cover the beauty that Qatar has to offer. 
Whether fans are here to connect with 
Qatar’s diverse ecosystems or learn 
about our proud history, I guarantee 
visitors will leave with a better sense of 
who we are and what our country of-
fers in addition to the world’s greatest 
sporting event.”

Discover Qatar’s tours include 
Discover the Dunes and Inland sea, 
Discover Souq Waqif, Discover Katara 
Village, Discover Quest Theme Park, 
Discover Desert Falls Water & Adven-
ture Park, Discover the Mangroves of 
Qatar, the most popular Discover Doha 
city tour and the following recently 
launched activities and services.

Packages for the recently opened 
Fuwairit Kite Beach Resort, the new 
world-class attraction for kitesports 
northeast of Doha, are also available. 
FKB offers kitesurfing lessons for dif-
ferent levels from beginner to advance 
kiters with Resort access and equip-
ment hire. Packages start from $30. 
For more information, visit: https://
www.discoverqatar.qa/play-all-day/
overview

Tiki Taka Beach Club by Ritz Carl-
ton Sharq Village, which provides 
guests with access to an infinity pool 
and to the beach, including live perfor-
mances from some of the best interna-
tional DJs. This all-inclusive package is 
priced at $440. For more information, 
visit: https://www.discoverqatar.qa/
discover-tiki-taka-beach-club-by-the-
ritz-carlton sharq-village/overview

Discover Qatar offers a lifetime 
journey for FIFA World Cup guests 
to enjoy watching the matches while 
experiencing the traditional Qatari en-
tertainment in Bedouin Camp at Sea-
line. The tour package includes trans-
portation from the designated pick-up 
point at Msheireb Metro Station on an 
air-conditioned coach, an off-road de-
sert drive through the dramatic sand 
dunes of Sealine, Sand Boarding, and 
a traditional Henna tattoo artist. The 
remarkable night ends with a 5-star 
gourmet Middle Eastern dinner before 
the transfer back to the drop-off loca-
tion. Discover the Dunes and Bedouin 
tour start from $695 per person. For 
more information, visit: https://www.
discoverqatar.qa/discover-the dunes-
and-a-bedouin-camp-world-cup-tour/
overview

PRIME MINISTER INAUGURATES PANDA PARK
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Prime Minister and Minister of Interior HE 
Sheikh Khalid bin Khalifa bin Abdulaziz Al Thani 
inaugurated the Panda Park in Al Khor on 
Thursday. The prime minister was briefed on the 
service facilities available to welcome visitors, 
particularly FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 guests. 
He was also briefed on sustainability and the 
technology used to provide a suitable environ-
ment to the Pandas, in line with the Global 
Sustainability Assessment System (GSAS), in 
addition to the standards adopted to conserve 
energy and the environment. The prime minister 
was accompanied during the visit by a number 
of ministers, ambassador of China to Qatar and 
ranking officials from the Ministry of Municipality 
and the Public Works Authority (Ashghal). (QNA)

Discover Qatar launches
kiosks to assist visitors

Education City Stadium: 
Accessible and inclusive 
viewing experience for all

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

ACCESSIBILITY and inclusivity are at 
the core of the Education City Stadium, 
with the facility housing a number of 
features that will ensure all members 
of the community an unforgettable 
and immersive FIFA World Cup Qatar 
2022 experience.

And one of these features is its sen-
sory room, which has been designed to 
accommodate those with Autism spec-
trum disorder (ASD), as well as peo-
ple with sensory access requirements. 
Located in one of the venue’s exclusive 
viewing skyboxes, Skybox 1, it is the 
result of a group effort between FIFA, 
Supreme Committee for Delivery & 
Legacy, Qatar Foundation (QF), the 
Qatar Institute for Speech and Hearing 
(QISH), and the Sensory Souk. 

The room is for individuals who 
find the stadium environment too 
stimulating or overwhelming. It is de-
signed to help regulate the surround-
ings for people with ASD, while still 
allowing them to enjoy the matches. It 
houses interactive games, fidget toys, 
and a limited number of noise cance-
ling headphones, as well as catering 
facilities. 

Nihal Al-Saleh, programme man-
ager, Earthna Center for a Sustainable 
Future, a member of QF, is passionate 
about making the stadium as acces-
sible as possible. “At the end of the 
day, it’s about ensuring that promises 
are delivered, and Qatar is working on 

delivering the most accessible tourna-
ment.    

“I think the most important thing 
is the legacy of sports in Qatar – to be 
a country that is a champion of sports 
as well as a champion of human be-
ings who are achieving their potential 
in any chosen field. Most people relate 
to sports as something that includes 
able bodied people, but it’s much more 
than that. We have a responsibility to 
ensure the perception shifts to nor-
malizing sports across all abilities and 
for access to all functions within the 
sports industry to be for everyone,” 
she said.

Other services provided within Ed-
ucation City Stadium include trained 
volunteers during game days who will 
help spectators with special needs find 
their way to their seats. And wayfind-
ing signage is in place to ensure the 
spectators journey is simple and clear. 
The accessibility stands have tactile 
paving for the visually impaired, as 
well as high-visibility colored strips 
that act as guides. The concession 
stands also feature lower counters for 
easier access, including for wheelchair 
users.

In the lead up to the tournament, 
changes were made based on accessi-
bility audits, which took into account 
feedback from members of the inclu-
sion community in Qatar. These audits 
helped ensure features such as toilets 
designed for inclusive wheelchair ac-
cess, including motorized vehicles, 
were up to the required standard.

The Destination Management Company of Qatar Airways opens 15 temporary 
points of sale at key locations in Qatar giving visitors more opportunities to 
book Stadium Transfers and curated tours to discover the best of Qatar

● Kiosk at Souq Waqif: 24 hours daily
● Kiosk at Katara: 14.30 AST - 23.59 AST
● Barwa Madinatna: 9 - 19.30 AST Saturday-Sunday:10-20.30 AST Friday
● Doha’s hotel concierge desks: 9-19.30 AST Saturday-Sunday: 10-20.30 AST Friday

Opening hours for kiosks and hotel desks
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France international Olivier Giroud believes 
that holding the World cup in november and De-
cember, during the mid-season of the world’s top 
league, is unique because players will be in good 
shape and ready to perform at a higher level.

The 36-year-old, who is playing in his third 
World cup, spoke at the team’s first press confer-
ence and training at al Sadd Sports club on Thurs-
day, ahead of their first match against australia on 
Tuesday.

“It’s unique to have a World cup in the middle 
of the season, but we are all in the same boat. It’s 
as if we were continuing in the wake of our domes-
tic leagues, the players are ready, they are in good 
shape. You have to be vigilant with regard to physi-
cal hiccups, the staff of the France team is aware 
of this.”

“For me it is kind of a blessing to have the op-
portunity to play for my country at a third World 
cup. I want to enjoy every single moment,” Giroud 
said told reporters.

“I’m already very happy to be here, it’s a great 
source of pride,” the Frenchman said of his role in 
the team, given that real Madrid talisman Karim 
Benzema is the main striker. “everything is clear 
with the coach regarding my role. I’ll try to bring 
my expertise as soon as I’m needed.”

“Being professional means preparing as if you 
are going to start the match, being ready at any 
time to jump in is crucial. The preparation must 
remain the same. You have to have the energy to 
bring something extra when you come into play. 
The more we advance in the competition, the more 
the bodies will be put to the test; the impact of the 
players who will enter the game will have to be 
more and more decisive.”

Giroud, who leads Milan’s attack in the Italian 
Serie a, commented on his form, “My best form? 
I’m not sure, I’ve done Zlatan things in the past, 
and I enjoy acrobatic goals. I’m in good shape 
physically, in my game, at my club, and with the 
France team. It’s a prosperous time for me. It’s a 
blessing to feel this good at 36.”  “I think I am a 
striker with the qualities of a target man, with a 
part of my game where I can play like a pivot, make 
lay-offs to people,” he said of his relationship with 
Kylian Mbappé. Players have always enjoyed play-
ing alongside my profile throughout my career. It’s 
something Kylian enjoys, so that’s a plus.”

 Speaking on France’s chances in Qatar 2022, 
he said: “We have a lot of hope but also humility, 
we do not make ourselves favourites. We know 
that there are very big teams in this World cup. I 
have a lot of confidence in this squad.”

  at this year’s World cup, Giroud hopes 
to break Thierry Henry’s record and be-
come France’s all-time leading goal scorer.

“Of course, I have the target of beating 
‘Titi’ (Henry), but the main goal is to go as far 
as we can in the competition as a team.”

With 114 caps, the former arsenal and chelsea 
striker is now just two goals away from equalinge-
qualling 1998 World cup winner Henry’s record 
haul of 51 for Les Bleus.

France will miss Paul Pogba, as well as Kanté 
and Kimpembe, according to Giroud, but the 
youngsters will step up. “With his personality, 
Paul has been a significant force in this France 

t e a m , 
but I am 

c o n fi d e n t 
that other young 
leaders can emerge. 
I, too, will play the 
role of big brother for 
the youngsters, mak-
ing myself available 
to them and speak-
ing up when neces-
sary.”

France’s forward Karim Benzema (L) speaks with France’s forward Kylian Mbappe during a training session  
at the Jassim Bin Hamad Stadium in Doha on Thursday. (aFP)

Paris Saint-Germain President Nasser Al Khelaifi is seen with Head of French Football Federation Noel  
Le Graet during France’s training session at the Jassim Bin Hamad Stadium in Doha on Thursday. (aFP)

France’s forward Olivier Giroud speaks at a press 
conference at the Jassim Bin Hamad Stadium in 
Doha on Thursday. (AFP)

Qatar World Cup uniQue; 

France  
have a ChanCe:  

Giroud

It’s unique to have a World 
Cup in the middle of the sea-

son, but we are all in the same 
boat. It’s as if we were continu-
ing in the wake of our domes-

tic leagues, the players are 
ready, they are in good shape. 

You have to be vigilant with 
regard to physical hiccups, 

the staff of the France team is 
aware of this.”

Tariq Salman calls on fans to support Qatar’s national team
QNA
Doha

TarIQ Salman, who plays in the midfield in 
Qatar’s national side, has called on fans to sup-
port the national team during the matches in 
the FIFa World cup Qatar 2022.

“everyone in the national team will seek to 
honour Qatari football in the FIFa World cup 
Qatar 2022,” he said.

Salman said that he had always dreamt of 
competing in the FIFa World cup, and particu-
larly when he was at the aspire academy for 
Sports excellence.  

He said he was confident that Qatar would do 
its utmost to provide an outstanding performance 
to the bring joy to the fans.

Salman, 24, told the official website of the 
Qatar Football association: “We have partici-

pated in many continental championships in 
the past on the way to prepare for the World 
cup, in addition to the camps where we played 
several friendly matches. They were impor-
tant experiences for us. We have reached the 
required level of readiness, and we are waiting 
for the moment the starting whistle goes off for 
the opening match.”

“The atmosphere in the national team 
is wonderful,” he said, praising coach Felix 
Sanchez for playing a major role in his jour-
ney to the national team. “He trained me for 
12 years and gave me great confidence which 
helped me to double my efforts.”

Salman pointed out that the most beautiful 
moment of his football career was winning the 
asian cup in 2019. “It was a great joy that can-
not be forgotten, especially since it is the first 
asian title for the national team.”

Qatar midfielder 
Tariq Salman.
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Germany arrived in Qatar 
on Thursday, six days before 
their opening World Cup match 
against Japan. after a flight 
from Oman to Doha, coach 
Hansi Flick and his players went 
on to their base in the very north 
of the host country.

at the entrance to the se-
cluded Zulal Wellness resort, 
numerous camera teams, pho-
tographers and reporters were 
waiting for the squad.

The last stretch of the road 
through the desert were lined 
with flags with World Cup mo-
tifs. a large police contingent 
was also on site.

after a training-free Fri-
day, Flick wants to start the fi-
nal preparations for the Japan 
game on Saturday. Their other 
group opponents are Spain and 
Costa rica. Lukas Klostermann, 
who played just 34 minutes for 
Germany in their only World 
Cup warm-up in a planned 
move, believes the short prepa-
ration time for the Qatar tour-
nament is no hindrance.

The rB Leipzig right back 
has played just two club games 
all season because of a foot 
problem but was named in Ger-
many’s World Cup squad.

He started the 1-0 friendly 
win over Oman on Wednesday 
but came off after just over half 
an hour. He says having just 
over a week for him and all the 
team to prepare for their World 
Cup opener against Japan next 
Wednesday is nothing new, as 
he recalled the rio 2016 Olym-
pics.

“Back then, we also had just 
a few days until the first match, 
and it still went quite success-
fully with the silver medal. So 
I’ll take that as a good omen,” he 
told Kicker magazine on Thurs-
day. Germany lost to Brazil in 
the rio final.    “I’ve been back 

in full team training for a while 
now and I’m in a condition 
where I can help the team. If the 
coach hadn’t been convinced of 
that, he probably wouldn’t have 
nominated me.”  

Coach Hansi Flick told re-
porters: “That was exactly how it 
was planned, including the sub-
stitution of Lukas Klostermann 
after 30 minutes.” 

Flick also had warm words 
for debutant goalscorer niclas 
Fullkrug, a rare bright spark on 
an otherwise dull night for Ger-
many.  

Flick said: “I told the team 
to show that they are ready for 
Qatar, for the World Cup. He 
showed it.” Füllkrug added: “I 
continue to try to stay relaxed. 
I continue to stay down to earth 
and humble. I’m happy to be 
here.” 

Tribune news neTwork
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Ronald de Boer is pre-
dicting Brazil will win 
the FIFa World Cup for 
a record sixth time at 
this year’s tournament in 
Qatar.
The former netherlands 
international recently 
gave his World Cup pre-
dictions to the Supreme 
Committee for delivery & 
legacy (see gallery below 
for full details). He is pre-
dicting the South ameri-
can giants will beat Por-
tugal in the final at lusail 

Stadium on december 18.
The former ajax, Barce-
lona and Rangers mid-
fielder is also tipping his 
country to have a strong 
campaign by claiming 
third place. He sees 
louis van Gaal’s 
side winning 
Group a, ahead 
of africa Cup of 
nations hold-
ers, Senegal.
“as a dutch 
guy, I was quite 
pleased with the 
draw, and I think the 
team can be happy with 
this group as well,” said 
de Boer. “To be in the 
same group with hosts 
Qatar is special for me 
after living in doha for 
seven years – but for me, 
the netherlands and Sen-
egal are the favourites to 
advance.”

The 52-year-old, who ap-
peared for the oranje at 
two World Cups, expects a 
surprise in Group F, with 
Croatia and Morocco fin-
ishing ahead of one of the 

favourites, Belgium, 
and Canada. 

“You always 
have a surprise 
somewhere in a 
World Cup,” he 
said. “For me, 
I think Belgium 

are going to strug-
gle, with Morocco 

being the surprise 
team in the group.”  
de Boer’s knockout pre-
dictions include some 
enticing clashes from 
the quarter-finals stage 
onwards, with the neth-
erlands reaching the last 
four before falling to 
Brazil, while France will 
see their World Cup title 

defence come to an end 
against Portugal. 
The Qatar legacy am-
bassador then expects 
the Brazilians to lift the 
trophy by overcoming 
Cristiano Ronaldo and co 
on Qatar national day.   
“For me, Brazil are the 
clear favourites to win the 
title,” de Boer said. 
“When Brazilian players 
put that yellow jersey on, 
something happens to 
their mindset. I believe 
Brazil will be fully ready 
for this World Cup, and 
come the final day, I think 
they will lift the trophy 
again.”
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Germany arrive in Qatar for the 
World Cup, to train on Saturday

Infantino announced as only 
candidate for FIFA presidency

FIFA President Gianni Infantino attends Youth festival opening ceremony in Doha on Thursday, ahead of FIFA 
World Cup Qatar 2022. (AFP)

Ronald 
de BoeR:
BRazil 
favouRiteS 
to Win
WoRld Cup 2022

Netherlands’ players during a training session at the KNVB Campus in Zeist on November 14, 2022, prior to arriving in Doha for FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022. (ANP/AFP)

PARis: the French Football Federation (FFF) has condemned racist messages directed towards Eduardo 
Camavinga on social media after Christopher Nkunku was injured ahead of the world Cup. Nkunku was 
ruled out of the tournament in Qatar after suffering a knee sprain in training on tuesday and is facing 
up to eight weeks on the sidelines. Video footage circulated on social media purporting to show Nkunku 
sustaining the injury in a challenge with Camavinga, which led to the Real Madrid midfielder receiving 
discriminatory messages. “the FFF condemns these attacks in the strongest possible terms and is in full 
support of Eduardo.” Nkunku also defended Camavinga, saying he had been “unfairly targeted.” 

DohA: A stoppage-time penalty from lucas Cavallini gave Canada a 2-1 win over Japan in a pre-world 
Cup friendly on thursday. Yuki soma gave the Japanese an early lead in Dubai but steven Vitoria levelled 
midway through the first half. Both sides have personnel worries before the Qatar tournament. Japan 
midfielders wataru Endo and hidemasa Morita are still suffering from concussion and muscle problems 
respectively while striker Kaoru Mitoma arrived late at the training camp after being ill. All three missed 
the game.

France condemn racist abuse suffered by Camavinga after Nkunku injury

 Quick read

Former Netherlands  
international also  
expects strong Dutch 
showing at Qatar 2022 

A bus carrying members of the German football team arrives at the Zulal Wellness Resort in Al Shamal, 
north of Doha on Thursday, ahead of FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022. (AFP)

 I continue to try to stay 
relaxed. I continue to stay down 
to earth and humble. I’m happy 
to be here. 

- Niclas Fullkrug

Late penalty helps Canada beat injury-hit Japan in WC warm-up

dpa

GIannI Infantino is set for 
a third term as president of 
FIFa after football’s world 
governing body said on Thurs-
day he was the only candidate 
for next year’s election.

The vote takes place on 
march 16 in the rwandan 
capital Kigali. The 52-year-
old Swiss has already received 
backing from South america, 
asia and Oceania despite the 
controversies surrounding the 
upcoming Qatar World Cup 

and his botched plans to hold 
the event every two years.

The German football fed-
eration had announced on 
Wednesday that it would not 
openly support Infantino but 
would also not nominate an 
alternative.  
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beIN MEDIA GROUP (“beIN”), and 
its flagship sports channels beIN 
SPORTS, have revealed their exten-
sive and unrivalled coverage plans 
for the upcoming FIFA World Cup 
Qatar 2022 across the Middle East 
and North Africa (MENA). 

With more than 20 state-of-the-
art studios positioned around the 
country, 18 hours of daily live cover-
age across each of its eight channels 
in four languages and the biggest 
male and female names in football 
providing the best analysis around, 
no other broadcaster will cover the 
beautiful game’s quadrennial tour-
nament like beIN.

As the official FIFA World Cup 
Qatar 2022 broadcaster in 25 coun-
tries across MENA and France, beIN 
will play a central role in showcasing 
Qatar and its historic tournament to 
the world, leading the way through-
out the build-up and during the big-
gest sporting event on the planet, 
which kicks off on November 20 and 
runs until December 18. 

With its Qatar headquarters hav-
ing evolved into one of the world’s 
leading sports and entertainment 
broadcasters over the past 19 years, 
beIN understands better than any-
one the significance of providing ex-
clusive, in-depth, and quadrilingual 
coverage of the region’s first FIFA 
World Cup to audiences across Qa-
tar and the wider Arab World. 

Mohammed Al Bader, Managing 
Director of beIN Channels – MENA, 
said: “It is more than a decade since 
Qatar made history in being award-
ed hosting rights for the FIFA World 
Cup Qatar 2022. In that time, like 
the country itself, we at beIN have 
worked tirelessly to ensure we pro-
vide an experience like never before 
seen anywhere in the world. We are 
offering an unrivalled viewing ex-
perience to football fans across the 
region. Nobody understands Qatar 
like beIN. Nobody has lived this 
journey like beIN. And nobody has 
the unique access and presence we 
do. On our home turf, our product 
will be best-in-class. 

“With more than 20 state-of-
the-art studios around the country, 
six brand new channels, extensive 
original coverage in four languages 
in HD and 4K, and with world-class 
pundits and reporters literally every-
where – from stadiums to fan zones, 
hotels to training camps – there is 
only once place to watch the greatest 
show on Earth, and that is undoubt-
edly on beIN SPORTS.”

The broadcaster has launched 
a bouquet of six new high-defini-
tion beIN SPORTS MAX channels 
dedicated to FIFA World Cup Qa-
tar 2022 coverage. Broadcasting 24 
hours daily, the channels are divided 
along language preferences, with 
two Arabic, two English and two 
French channels, with the brand-
new additional option of Spanish 
commentary on the two English 
channels during live matches. beIN’s 
very own Spanish commentators 
have been especially selected from 
Spain’s La Liga to call all the action 
on every game. 

Each new channel will feature 
full-day programming including 
live and exclusive coverage of all 64 

games, a daily morning and even-
ing show, original team-specific 
documentaries, unique previews, 
reviews, studio analysis from inside 
the stadiums and around the host 
country, and live, on-the-ground re-
porting across the region and world-
wide. Every game will also be shown 
live in ultra-HD on beIN 4K with 
English and Arabic commentary. 

The Arabic language MAX Chan-
nels, beIN SPORTS MAX 1 and 2, 
will be continuously live from 09:00 
(MECCA) until 02:00 (MECCA) the 
following day throughout the tour-
nament. 

The live coverage gets under 
way with the three-hour morning 
show (Here is Qatar) which will 
review the previous night’s action, 
cover breaking tournament stories 
as they develop and look forward to 
the day’s live action. The live cover-
age will continue through each and 
every match with a nightly evening 
studio ‘Sports Evening’ on air from 
00:30 (MECCA). beIN has the big-
gest international superstars from 
the world of football joining the 
Arabic studios, including Ricardo 
Kaka, Alessandro Del Piero, Arsene 
Wenger, Gabriel Batistuta and Ruud 
Gullit. Viewers will have the option 
via the language button on the beIN 
set top box remote control to select 
audio without Arabic translation, 
meaning if viewers prefer to hear the 
international stars answer in Eng-
lish rather than the Arabic transla-
tion, this option is available.

The English language MAX 
Channels, beIN SPORTS MAX 3 and 
4 will broadcast live every day from 
11:00 (MECCA).  Coverage starts 
with World Cup Daily presented by 
Matt Spiro and former Canadian in-
ternational, Kaylyn Kyle. beIN will 
build up to all the matches with a live 
Countdown show in the company of 
Nicky Crosby and Jason McAteer, 
who played at FIFA World Cup 1994 
& 2002.  

Live match coverage will be pre-

sented by Richard Keys, Andy Gray 
and Reshmin Chowdhury, who will 
be joined in the studio by some of 
the greatest players to step onto a 
pitch, including John Terry, Joe 
Cole, Peter Schmeichel and Gary 
Neville. Carrie Brown, Aarran Sum-
mers, Andy Kerr and Adriano Del 
Monte are the eyes and ears of the 
team as they report onsite from all 
the stadiums and iconic landmarks 
around Qatar.  

On beIN SPORTS MAX 5 and 6, 

the French-language channels will 
feature daily shows and documenta-
ries pre-tournament, including “The 
D-Day”, in which Paul Pogba relives 
the day he and his teammates lifted 
the World Cup in Moscow in 2018. 
Once the action gets under way, four 
shows will run daily bringing all the 
pre- and post-match analysis, cov-
erage from press conferences and 
training sessions, and all the fervour 
from the fan zones. beIN’s French 
commentary team will describe all 
the action live, plus the French stu-
dios will have contribution from the 
famous ex-players including Luis 
Fernandez, Sonny Anderson and 
Marcel Desailly.

The refreshed beIN SPORTS 
NEWS, the MENA region’s lead-
ing channel for sports news, will 
broadcast live and continuously 
for 18 hours every day during the 
tournament. The channel will cover 
breaking stories and reaction, and 
rolling updates from teams’ training 
sessions and base camps,  pre and 
post-match press conferences, and 
fan zones. Plus, as part of its aim to 
expand access for underrepresented 
groups, the daily 20:00 (MECCA) 
news bulletin will also be delivered 
in sign language.

beIN has also produced more 
than 70 hours of unique in-house 
FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 con-
tent, that will run across all its chan-
nels, including original documen-
taries, features on the 32 qualified 
teams, star players of past and pre-
sent tournaments, players to watch 
this winter, the host country’s prepa-
rations, and much more.

And for the broadcaster’s young-
er audience, over on beIN’s dedicat-
ed kids’ channel, Jeem TV, they will 
be able to enjoy a daily two-hour live 
entertainment show Marhaba 2022, 
which will be shown throughout the 
tournament. The engaging show, 
which will feature football-related 
quizzes for 28 celebrities and many 
children, will broadcast from a dedi-

cated beIN studio at the Qatar Foun-
dation Fan Zone at Oxygen Park. 
And it is just one part of a whole 
programme of family fun scheduled 
to take place at the 400 sqm fam-
ily zone, which will include special 
guests, interactive games, a host of 
digital competitions, and a podium 
where famous Jeem TV puppet An-
bar will lead young contestants. Ad-
ditionally, from a dedicated studio 
in Downtown Msheireb, the channel 
will broadcast four diverse edutain-
ment segments: Sports for All, Nu-
trition & Health, Letters & Mean-
ings, and a painter’s segment.

Online, beIN has similarly exten-
sive plans and will provide round-
the-clock coverage pre-, during, and 
post-tournament, with video con-
tent, interactive social media posts, 
match highlights of all 64 games, be-
hind-the-scenes content, player and 
coach interviews, special reports, 
team analytics, special studio cover-
age, fan reactions, breaking news, 
and minute-by-minute commentary 
of all games – as well as a continu-
ally updated highlights reel of all the 
best moments from the FIFA World 
Cup Qatar 2022.

Ultimately, beIN will provide 
viewers with truly unparalleled, 
extensive coverage – to a level that 
has never been seen before – with 
fans across the MENA region able 
to reap the benefits. Every blade of 
grass across every inch of Qatar dur-
ing every minute of the month-long 
tournament – beIN has it covered. 

beIN will broadcast live from 
more than 20 studios throughout 
the World Cup. The Channel’s vast 
and ultra-modern HQ is positioned 
in central Doha, while a further 16 
purpose-built studios will be in op-
eration across the host stadiums 
and at strategic locations overlook-
ing some of Qatar’s most iconic lo-
cal landmarks – including Al Bidda 
Park, Souq Waqif, Sheraton Park, 
and MIA Park. As the official broad-
caster of the host nation, beIN is 
granted VIP positions pitch-side, 
guaranteeing the best coverage for 
viewers.  

Meanwhile, a purpose-built stu-
dio equipped with fully immersive 
extended reality (XR), augmented 
reality (AR) and Virtual Reality (VR) 
technology, is dedicated for a count-
down show that will be live before 
all 64 games. Countdown will pro-
vide viewers with a fully immersive 
experience where they are taken on 
a dynamic journey and transported 
to key locations around the country, 
including stadiums, teams’ accom-
modations, and iconic landmarks.  

In addition to 24 experienced 
roving reporters in Qatar and a 
further 34 correspondents provid-
ing reaction locally, regionally, and 
globally, beIN will also call upon 
40 of the biggest names in football 
to provide star-studded analysis of 
all the tournament’s major talking 
points. 

The talent roster includes FIFA 
World Cup winners, a host of for-
mer internationals from five con-
tinents, MENA football legends, 
and global experts ranging 
from elite coaches to globally 
renowned pundits, and ex-
pert referees.
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beIN SPortS 
reveals game-changing 

plans for Qatar 2022
As the official FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 
broadcaster in 25 countries across MENA 

and France, beIN will play a central role  
in showcasing Qatar and its historic  

tournament to the world 

Six New Channels, 20+ 
Studios, 120 Analysts: High 
definition beIN SPORTS MAX 
channels will broadcast more 

than 18 hours of exclusive 
daily content each in four lan-
guages, while beIN 4K to show 

all 64 games in Ultra-HD

With more than 20 state-
of-the-art studios across the 
country, a huge and diverse 
pool of expert analysts, and 
more than 50 reporters in 
Qatar and abroad, beIN’s 

extensive coverage will raise 
the bar on FIFA World Cup 

broadcasting 
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Qatar hosting the FIFa World 
Cup 2022 is the culmination of 
many years of hard work and com-
mitment from the whole nation and 
as such aspire academy is proud to 
have played its part in making his-
tory, said ali Salem afifa, Deputy 
Director General, aspire academy.

“aspire academy was founded 
in 2004 with the vision of helping 
Qatar’s sporting development and 
produce champions in sport. We 
wanted, and still strive, to ensure 
that Qatar can compete at the very 
highest level in sport at events like 
the FIFa World Cup. Now after the 
global success of academy graduate 
Mutaz Essa Barshim in athletics, it 
is time for our football graduates to 
shine on the world stage and reflect 
the work that we do,” he said.

“Many members of the squad, 
who will make history as Qatar’s 
first-ever team at a FIFa World 
Cup, were trained at aspire acad-
emy, some of them beginning their 
journey with us when they were just 
five- or six- years-old and spotted 
by our talent Identification teams. 
Others have been picked out by 
our scouting department who visit 
clubs and other events – the very 
best are offered scholarships at the 
academy. Even before they join the 
academy to study, many five- to 
eleven-year-olds train at our facili-
ties.

“During their time with us their 
sporting development is overseen 
by staff members from around the 
world. Our top-class football coach-
es are backed by a host of other 
experts in areas such as science, 
psychology and biomechanics. the 
efforts of the student- athletes and 
the staff are now paying dividends 
with our graduates and former staff 
members set to represent Qatar at 
the FIFa World Cup.

“While it will be mainly on the 
pitch that we will see our graduates 
in starring roles, we know that they 
have the skills to shine away from 

it as well. that’s because all the 
student-athletes who pass out from 
the academy enjoy an internation-
ally recognised academic education 
to go along with their sporting de-
velopment. 

“We strive to prove education 
and sport work hand-in-hand to 
produce well-rounded individuals,” 
explained Salem afifa.

aspire academy’s Director Gen-
eral Ivan Bravo said: “We at aspire 
academy are proud of our role in 
Qatar becoming the first-ever arab 
nation to host a World Cup.” 

“It has been an honour to be 
part of the entire process – from 
helping with the original bid, to be-
ing involved in the organisation of 
the tournament to now looking for-
ward to welcoming the teams to our 
facilities and ensuring Qatar hosts 
an incredible World Cup.”

Welcoming FIFA and others 
aspire academy has been involved 
ever since Qatar put together its 
proposal to host the FIFa World 
Cup, with facilities highlighted as 
part of the bid. During the process 
to assess the bids to host the 2022 
tournament, an inspection team 
from FIFa visited the aspire acade-
my. Once Qatar had been named as 
hosts, the academy was the venue 

for a presentation of the proposed 
World Cup stadia to a FIFa delega-
tion.

More recently, aspire welcomed 
match officials from asia, africa 
and Oceania, who are due to of-
ficiate at the World Cup as FIFa 
used its facilities for a conditioning 
camp. the referees and assistant 
referees not only enjoyed the use of 
world-class facilities and technol-
ogy but also the support of aspire 
academy staff.

FIFa have also benefitted from 
the academy’s high-profile staff 
like former australia star tim Ca-
hill and ex-coach Bora Milutinovic, 
who have worked in advisory and 
ambassadorial roles. the acad-
emy’s links with some of the biggest 
clubs in the world has also led to 
FIFa using former stars such real 
Madrid striker raul Gonzales and 
Barcelona midfielder Xavi Hernan-
dez in similar roles.

Since Qatar was named as 2022 
World Cup hosts aspire academy 
has welcomed visiting dignitar-
ies, VIPs and media for tours of 
the facilities. Several football asso-
ciations of teams taking part in the 
World

Cup are among the delegations 
who have visited the academy. the 
tours highlight the role the acad-

emy will play in the hosting of the 
World Cup and the contribution it 
has made to the development of the 
Qatar national team.

Hosting World Cup teams
australia and Ghana have decided 
to use the academy’s training facili-
ties during the World Cup alongside 
Qatar, whose headquarters are per-
manently based at aspire academy.

Hosts Qatar are staying al 
azaziyah Boutique Hotel which 
adjoins aspire academy’s outdoor 
training pitches. they will make use 
of two outdoor pitches as well as the 
gym, medical area and changing 
rooms within the Football Perfor-
mance Centre.

australia are staying on site in 
the academy’s own accommodation 
in the West Dormitory, which will 
also accommodate their medical 
area and changing room. they will 
use two outdoor training pitches 
and the outdoor football gym.

Ghana are residing off-campus 
but making use of two outdoor 
training pitches, a newly-built gym, 
medical areas and rooms adjacent 
to the pitches. these updated fa-
cilities will offer more flexibility to 
teams who visit the academy after 
the World Cup.

Aspire Academy playing a key role  
in Qatar’s hosting of FIFA World Cup
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Aspire Academy Director-General Ivan Bravo. Ali Salem Afifa, Deputy Director General, 
Aspire Academy.

Spain’s players celebrate scoring during their 
friendly against Jordan at the Hussein Youth 
City stadium in the Jordanian capital Amman  
on Thursday. (aFP)

Jordan-1 Spain-3 
young stars strike 
to give La Roja 
warm-up victory

sTATs Perform/dPA
amman 

GOalS from ansu Fati, Gavi and Nico 
Williams gave Spain a comfortable 3-1 vic-
tory over Jordan on thursday in their final 
warm-up match before the World Cup.

luis Enrique’s men were dominant 
throughout and took the lead through 
Fati’s blasted effort early in the first half.

Gavi finished beautifully for their sec-
ond before Williams added a third, and 
though Jordan scored a late consolation, 
Spain made it eight wins from their last 11 
matches as they head to Qatar in excellent 
form.

Spain will now turn their attention 
to putting together the finishing touches 
ahead of their World Cup campaign, hav-
ing not made it past the round of 16 since 
winning the tournament in 2010.

Fati put Spain ahead after 13 min-
utes when Marco asensio laid the ball off 
to him in the box before the Barcelona 
man’s low shot went in under Jordan goal-
keeper abdallah al Fakhouri.

Jordan had a great chance to level 
moments later, though Yazan al Naimat 
could only fire straight at robert Sanchez 
after catching Pau torres in possession 
just outside Spain’s box.

Fati nearly scored his second before 
the break, but his looping effort landed on 
top of the net as he continued to threaten 
down Spain’s left.

Gavi made it 2-0 after the interval, the 
ball falling kindly for him in the box before 
the midfielder coolly stroked into the bot-
tom right corner.

Williams scored a third with a sublime 
late strike, shifting onto his left foot before 
slamming into the far corner after receiv-
ing a pass from Yeremy Pino.

Jordan pulled a goal back in injury-
time, Hamza al Dardoor bringing a Mo-
hammed abu Zurayq cross from the 
right down before poking past substitute 
goalkeeper David raya, though it was not 
enough to stop Spain from heading to the 
World Cup in high spirits.

Spain’s young stars shine With Spain’s 
old guard of the likes of Gerard Pique, 
Xavi and andres Iniesta long gone, their 
new generation is showing signs they have 
the potential to recreate at least some of 
what their predecessors achieved.

the combined age of Spain’s three 
goalscorers was just 58 as they eased to 
victory, holding 73.2 percent possession 
while registering 2.03 xG (expected goals) 
to Jordan’s 1.15.

Fati was very impressive against Jor-
dan, setting them on their way with his 
13th-minute goal.

He was a constant threat on the left 
and managed 13 touches in Jordan’s box, 
eight more than any other Spain player, 
while completing 22 passes in the opposi-
tion half.

raya, the Brentford stopper, came on 
to replace robert Sanchez between the 
sticks for Spain at half-time, and endured 
an anxious second half.  He handled the 
ball outside Spain’s penalty area within 
a minute of his introduction, before he 
spilled from a long-range effort, forcing 
his defender to boot behind for a corner. 
He will have done his chances of playing 
time in Qatar no good with this uneasy 
display.

Spain’s World Cup campaign gets un-
der way against Costa rica on Wednesday, 
while Jordan will not be in action again 
until next year.

Qatar’s Aspire Academy of Excellence and Aspire Zone in Doha.

King Shalaa landed the Barzan Cup claiming a neck win during the Qatar Racing and Equestrian Club’s (QREC) 12th Race Meeting at Al Rayyan Racecourse on Thursday. 
Ronan Thomas rode the Alban Elie De Mieulle-trained gelding in the feature for Thoroughbreds (QA Gr3) (Class 1). Meanwhile, Carlos Henrique guided Conflict to win in 
Thoroughbred Guineas (3yo only) (QA Gr3) (Class 1) in other major race on Guineas & Barzan Cup. (Tnn)

KinG ShAlAA lAndS BArzAn CuP 



FIFA WORLD CUP QATAR
2022 SIGHTS

Wales Want 
to be back 
With a bang

IKOLI VICTOR
Doha

Wales defender ethan am-
padu said on Thursday that 
the team is at the FIFa World 
Cup Qatar 2022 to win games 
and prove their worth.

Wales are back at the 
premier football event for the 
first time since 1958. They 
open their Qatar 2022 cam-
paign in Group B against the 
United states on Monday.

Rob Page’s side qualified 
through the play-offs with 
a 1-0 victory over Ukraine 
to reach the FIFa World 
Cup Qatar 2022 and will be 
hoping to emulate the John 
Charles-inspired team that 
reached the quarter-finals 
before losing to Pele’s Brazil 
in 1958.

at a press conference at 
the al sadd training facility, 
former Chelsea player am-
padu responded to a question 
about the team’s chances in 
the group, saying: “No matter 
what team we play, we are at 
the World Cup and no one is 
here to draw or lose.”

“We are preparing for 
them and will try to put our 
stamp on the game to show 
what we can do and try to get 
the win,” ampadu said.

“We’re here to compete, 
to do our best, and if that 
gives us a chance to win it, 
then we’re going to back our-
selves,” said ampadu, who 

is currently on loan at serie 
a side spezia from Chelsea, 
when asked who else he 
would like to see win the 
tournament besides Wales.

about the atmosphere 
in the team since ar-
riving in Doha, he 
said: “We’ve settled 
well. We’re all very 
excited for what’s 
ahead of us.”

When asked 
about the country’s 
weather, the 22-year-
old replied, “Of course 
it’s hot, but it’s hot for 

everyone. It’s about trying to 
manage that for us.”

Despite injury concerns 
for midfielder Joe allen, who 
trained on his own with a 
member of the medical staff, 

he said, “everyone 
is fit and ready to 
go.”

Meanwhile, 
Cardiff City 
striker Mark 
Harris stated 
that the team 
intends to go 
all-in when they 
face their group 
opponents. 

“You’re on the biggest stage, 
and we just want to put in 
good performances and go as 
far as we can.”

“You’ve got to play all 
three at the end of the day. 
We’ll go into all three games 
going for the win, I don’t 
think it really matters what 
order they’re in.”

Harris added that the 
Wales team has settled into 
their hotel near the Corniche.

“I think most of us have 
had a swing. It’s great fun. 
Team spirit is great anyway, 
but games like that help you. 
We also have pool and table 
tennis.”

Wales will finish the 
group stage against england 
on November 29.

Wales’ training was open 
to the media for 15 minutes, 
with the players seen relaxed 
and smiling. Gareth Bale and 
aaron Ramsey were among 
those adjusting to their new 
surroundings.
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Back at a FIFA 
World for the 
first time since 
1958, Wales want 
to go for victo-
ries regardless of 
who they play

FLEXING MUSCLES: Wales’ forward Gareth Bale (R) takes part in a training session at the Al Sadd Sports 
Club in Doha on Thursday, ahead of FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022. (aFP)

Wales’ defender Connor Roberts (C) takes part in a training session at the Al Sadd Sports Club in Doha on Thursday, ahead of FIFA World 
Cup Qatar 2022. (aFP)

Ecuador’s players attend a training session in Doha on on Thursday, 
ahead of FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022. (aFP)

A couple is silhouetted at the Corniche in Doha, on Thursday, ahead 
of FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022. (aFP)

A Brazil fan seated at Flags square in Doha on Thursday, ahead of 
FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022. (aFP)

(From L) Tunisia’s forward Wahbi Khazri, Tunisia’s midfielder Ellyes 
Skhiri and Tunisia’s defender Dylan Bronn take part in a training 
session at Al Egla training facility in Doha on Thursday, ahead of  
FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022. (aFP)

Wales’ defender  
Ethan Ampadu. 


