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Messi and Di Maria star as  
Argentina blank UAE 5-0
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Abu DhAbi

LioneL Messi and Angel Di 
Maria played starring roles as 
Argentina eased to a 5-0 win 
over the United Arab emirates 
in their final outing ahead of 
the 2022 World Cup.

Lionel Scaloni’s men had no 
trouble in extending their un-
beaten run to 36 matches head-
ing into the tournament thanks 
to a commanding victory in Abu 
Dhabi on Wednesday.

Di Maria scored twice and 
assisted one for Messi, who had 
earlier played in Julian Alvarez 
for the opener, as Argentina 
raced into a four-goal half-time 
lead.

Substitute Joaquin Correa 
scored the only goal of a dis-
rupted second half as the reign-
ing South American champions 
signed off for Qatar in style.

Messi was played clean 
through on goal but unselfishly 
squared for Alvarez to squeeze 
past Khalid eisa as Argentina 
made their early dominance 
count with 17 minutes played.

Di Maria opened his ac-
count with a crisp volley that 
went in off the far post and 
then showed brilliant foot-
work to get away from his man, 
round the goalkeeper and add 
his second.

The UAe, who finished 
behind iran and South Korea 
in qualifying to miss out on a 
place in Qatar, were further 
behind before half-time when 
Messi fired past eisa after be-
ing played in by Di Maria.

Despite making four chang-
es at the break, with Di Maria 
making way, Argentina con-
tinued to dominate and Correa 

slotted home a fifth on the hour 
despite being under pressure.

Caio Canedo went closest 
to pulling one back for the UAe 
with a shot that was cleared off 
the line late on, but La Albice-
leste saw out a fifth clean sheet 
in a row.

Argentina lined up the 
friendly as preparation ahead 
of facing another Middle east-
ern opponent in Saudi Arabia 
in their Group C opener next 
Tuesday.

Given the UAe had lost 
three in a row, and failed to 
qualify for the World Cup, this 
was always likely to provide 
a chance for Argentina to flex 
their muscles and acclimatize.

So it proved as they pro-
duced an impressive first-half 
display to keep their momen-
tum going, with this a fifth suc-
cessive win in an unbeaten run 
stretching back to July 2019.

Messi has already said the 
upcoming World Cup will prob-
ably be his last - even if Scaloni 

has other ideas - and he looked 
in good shape as he played the 
full 90 minutes on Wednesday.

But Di Maria edged it in 
terms of being the game’s best 
player as he scored twice, as-
sisted another and created a 
joint-high three chances, de-
spite playing only half the game.

Many people’s favourites for 

the World Cup, it is no surprise 
why when looking at Argentina’s 
form and squad depth.

Scaloni used 17 players in 
total against the UAe, with 
Correa in particular taking his 
chance from the substitutes’ 
bench when it arrived to give 
his coach something to think 
about.

Argentina’s midfielder Angel Di Maria celebrates after scoring during 
the friendly against United Arab Emirates at the Mohammed Bin Zayed 
Stadium in Abu Dhabi on Wednesday. (AFP)

argentina are the 
team to beat at  

Qatar World Cup:  
ali al Habsi
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oMAn football legend Ali Al 
Habsi is tipping Argentina to 
win a third FiFA World Cup 
title in Qatar.

The former goalkeeper, 
who turned out for english 
clubs Bolton Wanderers, 
Wigan Athletic, Brighton & 
Hove Albion and West Bro-
mwich Albion, recently gave 
his World Cup predictions to 
the Supreme Committee for 
Delivery & Legacy (see gal-
lery below for full details). 
The 40-year-old sees La Al-
biceleste defeating Germany 
in the final at Lusail Stadium 
on 18 December.  

Al Habsi, who became 
the first Arab player to win 
the FA Cup in 2013, is ex-
pecting a strong showing 
from the usual contenders 
and believes three African 
teams will reach the knock-
out rounds. 

“Senegal are a very good 
team. We saw that when they 
won the African Cup of na-
tions earlier this year. Ghana 
and Morocco also have very 
good players and i think we 
will see that during the group 
stage.”

Al Habsi, who made over 
100 appearances for oman, 
is predicting a blockbusting 
final four, with semi-finals 
between South American gi-
ants Argentina and Brazil in 
one half, with reigning cham-
pions France facing Germany 
in the other. 

“i think we will see the 
big teams shine at this stage 
of the competition,” Al Habsi 
said. “Fans will be excited 
to see these big matches, in-
volving the best players in 
the world battling it out to 
make the final.”  

The Qatar Legacy Am-
bassador believes Argentina 
and Germany will face each 
other for the fourth time in a 
World Cup final – and is tip-
ping Lionel Messi and co to 
lift the trophy. 

“i like Germany, but i 
think Argentina will win,” Al 
Habsi said. “This will likely 
be Messi’s last World Cup, 
so for him to win the trophy 
would be fitting for one of the 
greatest players of all time.”

Argentina’s forward Lionel Messi (2nd L) is marked by UAE players during the friendly football match between Argentina and the United Arab  
Emirates at the Mohammed Bin Zayed Stadium in Abu Dhabi, Wednesday. (AFP)

A worker paints a plaster model of the FIFA World Cup trophy at a work-
shop in Hanoi on Wednesday, ahead of FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022. (AFP)

Legendary Oman 
goalkeeper expects 
Messi & co to lift the 

trophy at Lusail 
Stadium on  

December 18th

Argentina’s players thank the supporters following their friendly at the Mohammed Bin Zayed Stadium in  
Abu Dhabi on Wednesday. (AFP)
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Brazil legend Willian wel-
comes new service following 
negative online experiences

To tackle discrimina-
tion and to protect the men-
tal health and well-being of 
players, FiFa and FiFPrO – 
the worldwide representative 
organisation for professional 
footballers – are launching a 
social media protection ser-
vice (SMPS) in advance of 
the FiFa World Cup Qatar 
2022™.

Through SMPS, all play-
ers from all 32 participating 
member associations at the 
FiFa World Cup will have 
access to a dedicated moni-
toring, reporting and mod-
eration service designed to 
minimise visibility of hate 
speech aimed at them on 
social media and, therefore, 
protecting both players and 
their fans from online abuse 
during the tournament.

“FiFa is committed to 
provide the best possible 
conditions for players to per-
form to the best of their abili-
ties. at the FiFa World Cup 
Qatar 2022™, we are happy 
to launch a service that will 
help to protect players from 
the damaging effects that so-
cial media posts can cause to 
their mental health and well-
being,” FiFa President Gian-
ni infantino said.

“it is football’s responsi-
bility to protect the players 
and other affected groups 
against the abuse they in-
creasingly face in and around 
their workplace. This type of 
abuse has a profound impact 
on their personalities, their 
families, performance as well 
as on their overall well-being 
and mental health,” said FiF-
PrO President David agan-
zo. “We hope that the social 
media protection service pro-
vides a starting point to help 
to defend participants from 
abusive messages and that 
social media companies join 
and support us in tackling 
the issue at the FiFa World 
Cup.”

Former Brazil forward 
Willian is supporting the 
launch of the FiFa social me-
dia protection service, having 
experienced first-hand the 
difficulties related to online 

abuse. His recent experience 
playing in Brazil – where his 
family were threatened and 
abused online – forced him 
to return to England, where 
he is now playing for Fulham 
FC.

“i was suffering a lot, and 
my family were suffering a 
lot because people started 
attacking us on social me-
dia, attacking my family, my 
daughters, and that’s why i’m 
standing now with FiFa to see 
if you can stop these kinds of 
things,” Willian said.

The launch of the social 
media protection service fol-
lows the publication of two 
independent reports pro-
duced by FiFa and FiFPrO 
in June 2022 that highlighted 
the increasing degree of abuse 
directed at footballers across 
social media platforms during 
international tournaments.

as a result, FiFa is moni-
toring the social media ac-
counts of all participants 
at the FiFa World Cup by 
scanning for public-facing 
abusive, discriminatory and 
threatening comments and 
then reporting them to social 
networks and law authorities 
for real-world action against 
those who break rules.

Teams, players and other 
individual participants will 
also be able to opt-in to a 
moderation service that will 
instantly hide abusive and 
offensive comments on Fa-
cebook, instagram and You-
Tube, preventing them from 
being seen by the recipient 
and their followers.

as well as launching the 
FiFa social media protection 
service, FiFa and FiFPrO 
are engaging with social me-
dia platforms to have their 
support in being part of the 
solution.

Frankfurt’s Muani replaces injured Nkunku in France squad

FIFA and FIFPRO 
launch social media 
protection service  

at Qatar 2022

dpa
Berlin

EinTraCHT Frankfurt for-
ward randal Kolo Muani has 
replaced the injured Chris-
topher nkunku in France’s 
World Cup squad, a team 
statement said on Wednes-
day.

The defending champi-

ons have had rotten luck with 
injuries in the run-up to the 
Qatar tournament.

n’Golo Kanté, Paul Pogba 
and Presnel Kimpembe were 
ruled out and now leipzig’s 
nkunku suffered a knee prob-
lem in training in a challenge 
with Eduardo Camavinga.

The 23-year-old Kolo 
Muani has scored five goals 

in the Bundesliga this term 
and has a league-high nine 
assists. nkunku is the Bun-
desliga top scorer with 12.

Kolo Muani is currently 
on tour with Frankfurt in Ja-
pan and will arrive in Doha 
on Thursday, a France state-
ment said.

France open the defence 
of their title on november 

22 against australia and also 
face Denmark and Tunisia in 
Group D.

a host of top names are 
missing the tournament or 
carrying injuries, with some 
pundits wondering if the 
unique november and De-
cember timing is a factor, giv-
en players have been in the 
midst of a busy club season.

France have been hit 
more than most ahead of the 
World Cup starting on Sun-
day.

“The whole group shares 
Christopher’s sadness and 
wishes him a speedy recov-
ery,” a France tweet said.

axel Disasi had already 
replaced injured defender 
Kimpembe since the squad 

was named last week. Fellow 
defender raphaël Varane is 
in contrast carrying an injury 
into the tournament.

Borussia Möncheng-
ladbach forward Marcus 
Thuram was also a late addi-
tion to the squad, with coach 
Didier Deschamps initially 
calling up 25 when his limit 
was 26.

Germany 1990 World Cup hero Brehme 
backs recall for 2014 icon Mario Gotze

dpa
MuscAt 

GErManY’S 1990 World 
Cup hero andreas Brehme 
has backed 2014 icon Mario 
Götze’s recall to the squad for 
the Qatar World Cup.

Brehme scored the winner 
from the spot as West Germa-
ny beat argentina 1-0 in 1990, 
with Götze netting a more 
spectacular goal in extra-time 
to defeat the same opponents 
1-0 in the 2014 final.

Götze then struggled in 
club football but a move to 
Eintracht Frankfurt has reig-
nited his career and he is back 
in the squad for the first time 
since 2017.

Brehme, 62, told dpa he 
“definitely welcomes” the 
30-year-old’s return because 
“Mario Götze is performing 

well in Frankfurt.” He com-
pared his experiences to those 
of Götze.

“His was a world-class 

goal, the way he controlled 
the ball and finished,” Brehme 
said, adding that it should 
have been a boost rather than 

a burden to the then 22-year-
old Götze.

“i think his advisers should 
have supported and pro-
tected him more back then.” 
Brehme’s 1990 goal changed 
his life “in a positive sense” in 
contrast.

“i became world cham-
pion. and i scored the goal. 
That did a lot for me in terms 
of advertising, for example,” 
he said.

Brehme has high hopes for 
Germany this time, particu-
larly because of coach Hansi 
Flick, his former Bayern Mu-
nich team-mate. The Qatar 
tournament starts on Sunday, 
with Germany’s first game 
against Japan on november 
23.  “Hansi was an important 
player for us, a worker in mid-
field. and that’s how he is as a 
coach, a worker,” Brehme said.

Germany’s forward Mario Gotze a training session in Muscat at the 
Sultan Qaboos Sports Complex stadium on Wednesday. (AFP)

PAGE 2 | SPortS thuRsdAy, NOveMbeR 17, 2022

France’s national team forward Christopher Nkunku (right) after injured during a training session at the 
team’s training camp in Clairefontaine-en-Yvelines, south of Paris, on Wednesday, 

Frankfurt’s French Randal Kolo Muani (right) celebrates after scoring a goal during the German first divi-
sion Bundesliga match in Mainz recently.  (AFP) 

Willian

Oman’s midfielder 
Harib Al Saadi (left) 
marks Germany’s 
midfielder Kai 
Havertz during their 
friendly match at 
the Sultan Qaboos 
Sports Complex  
stadium in Muscat 
on Wednesday. (AFP)

Oman’s forward Amjad al-Harthi (left) vies for the ball with Germany’s 
defender Christian Gunter during a friendly match in Muscat. (AFP)Germany’s players warm up ahead of friendly against Oman. (AFP)

GERmaNy pIp OmaN IN FRIENdLy maTCH By ONE GOaL
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The Qatar Football Asso-
ciation (QFA) on Wednesday 
welcomed all participating 
teams and fans alike to Arab 
world’s first FIFA World Cup 
Qatar 2022.

In its message of the offi-
cial website, QFA stated:

Football is the premier 
global sport in terms of both 
popularity and influence, 
with the ability to change the 
lives of people and societies 
worldwide. Its positive im-
pact can be seen in the mes-
sage of peace and unity it has 
spread, along with the drive 
to renounce violence and in-
tolerance. equipped with the 
simplicity of the game and 
its ease of practice, football 
has managed to attract mil-
lions of hearts. With the FIFA 
World Cup Qatar 2022, these 
goals converge in Qatar as 
fans from all over descend 
on the country to celebrate 
the real joys of the beautiful 
game.

“In light of this, the Qatar 
Football Association (QFA) 
affirms that football is a pow-
erful tool that inspires fans 
all over the world. It is time 
for us to celebrate the FIFA 
World Cup Qatar 2022 in a 
combined effort to spread the 
joy of this game that is so be-
loved to fans of the 32 partici-
pating nations and beyond.

“On this occasion, we ex-
tend our sincere thanks and 
appreciation to all the foot-
ball federations around the 
world that have called for 
keeping the focus on football 
and the atmosphere of the 
World Cup. Away from any 
topic that goes against the 
spirit of this event, we are 
working tirelessly to make 
sure that this event is a suc-
cess both on and off the field.

As such, the QFA asserts 
that the game of football was 
born to be loved by millions 
worldwide, and it will con-
tinue to be so. “The time has 
come for us all to enjoy the 
celebration of football at the 
World Cup, especially con-
sidering recent events that 
humankind has faced, such 
as the coronavirus pandemic 
and its repercussions across 
the globe.

“In conclusion, the World 
Cup invites us all to a plat-
form of unity, respect and 
inclusion, which are funda-
mental values   that football 
promotes, espec i ally as they 
form an essential pillar, a na-
tional strategy ,  and a neces-
sity for social  cohesion in all 

societies.
“We are pleased to wel-

come once again all the teams 
that have arrived in Qatar to 
participate in the World Cup 
and the other teams that will 
arrive within the next few 
hours. We wish them and 
all the fans who have begun 
to flock here a pleasant and 
wonderful stay in their coun-
try, Qatar. We invite them 
to enjoy the tournament at-
mosphere and the various ac-
tivities here and to get closely 
acquainted with Arab and Qa-
tari culture.

“We share with them our 
warmest greetings and say: 
“Welcome to Qatar!”

Walker will be ‘ready to go’ for England’s second group match v US

Qatar Football Association 
welcomes teams, fans  

to World Cup 2022

PA MediA/dPA
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Kyle Walker is winning his World 
Cup fitness race as the defender 
revealed he is targeting a return to 
action in england’s second group 
game against the United States 
next week.

The 32-year-old has not played 
for Manchester City since October 
2 and has undergone groin surgery 
in a bid to be fit for Qatar.

having been included in Ga-
reth Southgate’s 26-man squad, 
the england manager said he ex-
pected Walker to be ready for ac-
tion before the end of the group 
stage.

he trained alongside his team-
mates during england’s first ses-
sion at their base at the Al Wakrah 
Sports Complex on Wednesday.

But Walker admits Monday’s 
opening game against Iran will 
come too soon and is instead aim-
ing to be in contention for the USA 
game on November 25.

“That is down to the manag-
er,” he told ITV Football on being 
ready for the start of the finals.

“I think probably the first 
game is too short, but from then 
onwards I will be good and ready 
to go.” Among the World Cup 
squad, only harry Kane and Ra-
heem Sterling boast more caps 
than Walker.

The 70-cap veteran was named 
in the team of the tournament as 
england reached the final of euro 
2020 last summer and he is raring 
to go for this World Cup.

“To represent your country at 
any tournament is always a great 
achievement, but I think this one 
is a special one due to the circum-
stances leading up to it,” he said.

“Just through the injury. It 
was an operation I had and it was 
touch and go, but that’s full cred-
it to the physios here and also at 
Man City for getting me back fit 
and healthy.

“I was never worried. I always 
have to believe in myself. As soon 
as the professor said I needed the 
surgery I was very confident that 
I made sure I prepared right, on 
and off the field, and did the right 
things correctly and moving for-
ward I knew I would be alright.”England’s Kyle Walker after sustaining an injury during the English Premier League recently.
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QATAR coach Felix Sanchez is 
confident ahead of his team’s 
World Cup debut as hosts.

“In 2019, it was very diffi-
cult to imagine us winning the 
Asian Cup and we did it. I’m 
not talking about us becoming 
world champions, but compet-
ing at the highest level is defi-
nitely our goal,” Sanchez told 
reporters ahead of the start of 
the tournament this Sunday.

Qatar will play ecuador in 
the opening match, Senegal 
five days later and then the 
Netherlands in Group A.

“We are facing teams that 
have been to World Cup fi-
nals or are African champions. 
Many players are the best in 
the world in their positions, 
with World Cup and Champi-
ons league experience,” the 
46-year-old Spaniard added.

“We waited for a long time 
to get to this event. Obviously, 
everyone is looking forward to 
the tournament,” Sanchez told 
beIN Sports.  

“We feel proud to be part 
of the event, and we will try to 
do our best, play at high levels, 
and compete with the teams we 
will face,” he added.

Qatar goalkeeper Sadd Al 
Sheeb said: “We are very proud 

to be representing our country 
in this prestigious tournament. 
The team is excited and ready 
and God willing, we will put up 
a good show.”  

Centre-back Bassem Al 
Rawi said: “These are exciting 
times for us and the fans. eve-
rybody is excited before the first 

match and we are looking for-
ward to a good show.”  

Midfielder Abdulaziz 
hatem said Qatar have pre-
pared well and spirits were 
high. “We are having fun. We 
are relishing this time as the 
World Cup approaches. I think 
every one of us is very proud of 

that.” 
The hosts in contrast are 

inexperienced internationally, 
with all of the players playing 
in the Qatar Stars league.

The only World Cup hosts 
to be eliminated in the group 
stage so far were South Africa 
in 2010.

AsiAn Cup 2019 triumph is our  
inspirAtion: QAtAr CoACh sAnChez

PAGE 3 | SPortS ThUrSdAy, NovEmbEr 17, 2022

Qatar’s Spanish coach Felix Sanchez leads a training session at Aspire in Doha on Wednesday, ahead of FIFA 
World Cup Qatar 2022. (AFP)

Qatar’s players attend a training session at Aspire in Doha on Wednesday, ahead of FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022. (AFP)
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Brazil haven’t won the 
World Cup since 2002 but 
there is a strong chance Qatar 
2022 could be their year, re-
ports BBC.com.

Using Stats Perform’s ar-
tificial intelligence World Cup 
prediction model, the South 
americans have emerged as 
the favourites to lift the trophy 
for a record extending sixth 
time. But how well are Eng-
land and Wales going to per-
form?

To achieve a more well-
rounded picture of who will 
win the 2022 World Cup, the 
prediction model estimates 
the probability of each match 
outcome - win, draw or loss - 
by using betting market odds 
and Stats Perform’s team 
rankings.

The odds and rankings are 
based on historical and recent 
team performances. The mod-
el then considers opponent 
strength and the difficulty of 
their path to the final by us-
ing match outcome probabili-
ties, taking into account the 
composition of the groups and 
seedings into the knockout 
stages.

Brazil emerge with the high-
est probability of winning. The 
five-time winners, who are over-
all favourites to win, have a 16% 
chance of lifting the trophy ac-
cording to the model, and as the 
overall favourites for the tourna-
ment, are also the team with the 
highest probability of reaching 
the final (25%).

Just behind five-time win-
ners Brazil, it is argentina who 
have the second-highest prob-
ability of winning this year’s 
World Cup. lionel Scaloni’s side, 
who are the favourites in Group 
C, have a 13% chance of going 
on to scoop the trophy this year.

rounding out the top five 
contenders at the 2022 World 
Cup are France (12%), Spain 
(9%) and England (9%).

Despite being the third over-
all favourites to win the tourna-
ment, it is France who in fact 
have the highest probability 
of qualifying for the knockout 
stages of the tournament (91%), 
before the overall favourites 

Brazil (89%).
Croatia, who were beaten 

finalists in 2018, look unlikely 
to repeat that performance. 
zlatko Dalic’s side have just a 
4% chance of making it back to 
the final this year, with 11 other 
teams in the tournament hold-
ing a higher probability of doing 
so.

The United Kingdom will 
be represented by two teams 
for the first time since the 1998 
World Cup, with England and 
Wales drawn together in Group 
B.

according to the model, 
England have a 60% chance 
of topping the group and the 
fifth-best chance of winning the 
tournament overall (9%). Ga-
reth Southgate’s side are highly 
fancied to at least make the 
quarter-finals. Their probabil-
ity of reaching the last eight is 
56% - the third-highest percent-
age chance of any country at the 
World Cup.

The prospect of both Brit-
ish teams making the knockout 
stages is one to watch. Wales’ 
showdown with the United 
States looks to be key to their 
chances of making it out of 
Group B. They have been giv-
en a 41% chance of progress-
ing to the last 16, with the USa 
at a slightly higher 45%.

BRAZIL & 
ARGENTINA 
FAVOURITES 

Brazil will lift World Cup and Qatar will make the quarter-finals: Cafu

Opta predicts each 
country’s chances 
of winning

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
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CaFU is predicting Brazil will win 
the FiFa World Cup™ for a sixth 
time at Qatar 2022.

The two-time winner is backing 
the South american giants to beat 
France in the final at lusail Stadium 
on 18 December.

The former Seleção captain, who 
lifted the trophy in 1994 and 2002, 
gave his predictions to the Supreme 
Committee for Delivery & legacy 
(see gallery below for full details) – 
and he is expecting a host of former 
champions to lead the way in Qatar 
once the tournament gets underway 
on 20 November.

“Teams like Brazil, England, ar-
gentina and France are the top seeds 
on merit. Germany, Belgium and 
Portugal are also very competitive. 
They all have the potential to reach 
the final and win the World Cup,” 

said Cafu, who is a Qatar legacy 
ambassador.

Cafu is also expecting host na-
tion Qatar to make it all the way to 
the quarter-finals. He is predict-
ing al annabi will finish second in 
Group a behind the Netherlands be-
fore claiming a round of 16 victory 
over England.

“Qatar have improved a lot in 
recent years,” said Cafu. “They 
have experienced players and good 
coaching staff. They showed how 
good they are by winning the asian 
Cup in 2019. They will face experi-
enced teams in Group a, but i hope 
they can go far in the tournament.”

Cafu expects an all-South ameri-
can clash in the semi-finals between 
Brazil and argentina, and is also 
backing France to beat Portugal in 
the last four.

“argentina versus Brazil is not 
an easy match because they are two 
great powers of world football, who 

individually have the best players in 
the world. France versus Portugal 
will also be a very difficult match, 
but i expect France to make the fi-
nal. They have important players 
like Karim Benzema and Kylian 
Mbappé.”

Cafu is then expecting a repeat 
of the 1998 FiFa World Cup™ – but 
with a different result. Twenty-four 
years ago, it was France who tasted 
victory on home soil with a 3-0 suc-
cess over Brazil in Paris.

“This would be the ultimate fi-
nal, and should Brazil win it, this 
would make them a mega champi-
on,” he said. “Brazil needs another 
title because it has been 20 years 
since the last one. Defeating a great 
rival like France to achieve it would 
be fantastic.”

Fans interested in attending Qa-
tar 2022 should click here for the 
latest tickets, accommodation and 
Hayya information.Brazil legend Cafu

Pedri believes Spain can build on 
its World Cup disappointments

STATS PERfORm/dPA
BERLIN

PEDri believes last year’s 
near misses in the European 
Championship and the Na-
tions league will benefit Spain 
in their quest to win a second 
World Cup this year.

The Barcelona midfielder 
was named Young Player of 
the Tournament as Spain were 
beaten by italy in the semi-
finals of the delayed Euro 
2020, before la roja suffered 
a Nations league final defeat to 
France last October.

While Spain have only 
reached the World Cup’s final 
four once in their past 13 par-
ticipations - when they won the 
tournament in 2010 - Pedri is 
optimistic about their chances 
of competing in Qatar.

asked by Mundo Deportivo 
whether luis Enrique’s side 
could win the tournament, the 
19-year-old responded: “Why 
not?  “You have to focus first on 
the group stage and then on the 
following rounds, but we have a 
team to be able to compete.

“We come from a Euro-
pean Championship and a Na-
tions league where we did very 
well. in the Euros we reached 
the semi-finals, and i was sure 
that if we went to the final, we 

would win it.  “in the Nations 
league i could hardly play, but 
the team was very good. We are 
a very good group and it shows 
on the pitch.

“We don’t have a megastar, 
the group is our best star. When 
you all run together and every-
one knows what they want and 
what you’re playing for, i think 
you have a lot done and a good 
chance of winning.

“We are going to the World 

Cup with everything, with a lot 
of desire to give the fans happi-
ness, whether they support us 
from home or from Qatar. let’s 
give it our all.” Pedri believes 
two South american sides 
could represent Spain’s main 
competitors in Qatar, with the 
form of Paris Saint-Germain 
star and ex-Barca great lionel 
Messi likely to be crucial to any 
challenge from argentina.

“i think that Brazil and ar-

gentina have two great teams,” 
Pedri said.

“Brazil because they have 
incredible quality in their play-
ers and argentina because 
they have the best player, and 
i think they are going to really 
want to win this World Cup.” 
Spain begin their World Cup 
campaign against Costa rica 
next Wednesday before facing 
fellow Group E foes Germany 
and Japan.
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Maradona’s ‘Hand of God’ ball 
auctioned for $2.4 million

PA mEdIA/dPA
LONDON

DiEGO Maradona’s “Hand of 
God” ball has been sold at an 
auction for £2 million ($2.4 
million).

argentina captain Mara-
dona scored two unforgetta-
ble goals in the quarter-final 
of the 1986 World Cup to beat 
England at Estadio azteca in 
Mexico City.

Maradona controversially 
punched the opener beyond 
England goalkeeper Peter 
Shilton - which the referee al-
lowed to stand - before scor-
ing a superb individual effort, 
later voted as the “Goal of the 
Century.” The argentinaplay-
maker, who died aged 60 in 
November 2020, claimed his 
contentious opening goal was 
scored “a little with the head of 
Maradona and a little with the 
hand of God.” Gary lineker, 
the 1986 Golden Boot winner, 
halved the deficit late on with 
his sixth goal of the tourna-
ment.

England, though, were 
knocked out of the tournament 
after losing 2-1, with argen-

tina going on to become world 
champions following a victory 
over West Germany in the final.

Tunisian referee ali Bin 
Nasser - who took charge of 
the game at the Estadio azteca 
- owned the ball, which was 
sold by Graham Budd auc-
tions on Wednesday, with the 

initial estimate having been 
between £2.5 million and £3 
million.

Maradona’s shirt from 
the match, which belonged 
to England midfielder Steve 
Hodge, fetched a record-
breaking £7.1 million at auc-
tion in May, having only been 

expected to achieve around £4 
million.

British auctioneer Budd, 
who specializes in sports 
memorabilia, far exceeded his 
personal record sale, which 
was £420,000 for the Olympic 
torch from the 1952 Games in 
Helsinki.

ahead of the auction, Bin 
Nasser said he felt it was the 
right time to share the item 
with the world and expressed 
hope the buyer would put it on 
public display.

Speaking of the handball 
goal, the Tunisian match offi-
cial said: “i couldn’t see the in-
cident clearly. The two players, 
Shilton and Maradona, were 
facing me from behind.

“as per FiFa’s instructions 
issued before the tournament 
i looked to my linesman for 
confirmation of the validity of 
the goal - he made his way back 
to the halfway line indicating 
he was satisfied that the goal 
should stand.

“at the end of the match 
the England head coach Bobby 
robson said to me: ‘You did a 
good job, but the linesman was 
irresponsible’.”

The match ball used in the 1986 FIFA World Cup Quarter-Final football 
match between Argentina and England, played at the Estadio Azteca, 
Mexico City, is pictured during a photocall ahead of its auction, at Wem-
bley Stadium in London on November 1, 2022. 

Spain international Pedri 



World Cup 
favourites

Andre Ayew: Africa can reach the next level
With the twilight of an event-

ful career slowly approach-
ing, Andre Ayew now finds 

himself on the cusp of the big time 
with Ghana in Qatar. And coach Otto 
Addo’s right-hand man thinks they 
have every chance of getting through 
Group h.

Ayew shares his World Cup am-
bitions with FiFA+:

After missing out on the 2018 World 
Cup, Ghana have finally made it back 
to the biggest stage. How much are 
you looking forward to it?
 We couldn’t be any prouder or happier 
to be back on the world stage. All of us 
know what a big deal this is for people 
worldwide. I feel that now we’re back, 
at long last, we’ve put the disappoint-
ment of 2018 behind us.

The Ghana team has many young play-
ers alongside several seasoned pros. 
As captain, what are your feelings 
going into the finals?
I’ve grown up and played alongside 
different generations, over two World 
Cups. I’ve learned a lot from them, 
and I still feel fit and strong enough to 
play at this level. I had the honour of 
leading my country to qualification. It 
was a great experience, but the focus 

now has to be on helping the young-
sters and convincing them that we can 
progress, for ourselves as a team as 
well as for the country. I enjoy every 
moment. 

How is the relationship with your 
brother Jordan in the team?
Both of us are capable of making our 

own mark and playing at the highest 
level. We’ll go out there to do our best 
for Ghana and make the country proud. 
I played in two World Cups, Jordan in 
one, so we know what to expect but 
it’s ultimately a collective effort, not 
just the two of us. The whole team has 
to come together, work hard and give 
our best. I think each of the players 

has what it takes to make their country 
proud on this world stage. 
You’ve been drawn alongside Uru-
guay, the team that ended Ghana’s 
fairy-tale journey in 2010. Does the 
chance to settle a score motivate you 
that bit more? 
Football’s not about taking revenge. 
We simply want to win and make our 
country proud. It will be our last group 
game, so I just hope whatever result 
we get is enough to make it through 
to the next round. We have to focus 
on the here and now – what happened 
before is irrelevant today. We have 
to do our best to make the continent 
proud, because playing the World Cup 
is actually for the whole of Africa, not 
just Ghana alone. And that’s really all 
we intend to focus on.

How much support do you think 
Ghana will have in the stadiums?
I think it will be off the scale. I think 
we’ll see a lot of Ghanaians in Qatar 
to support us and watch the games, 
but I also know how much the matches 
mean to them. I was in Ghana in 
2006, the year after I joined the na-
tional team. I know what it means for 
the nation. The guys back home drive 
around like crazy and honk their horns. 
I share the vibe, both as a supporter 

and a player. 

You also face Portugal and Korea 
Republic in your group. How  
challenging will that be?
Portugal are up there among the 
favourites and their quality stands 
out. Not to mention having one of the 
best players in the world in Cristiano 
Ronaldo. It promises to be a momen-
tous occasion and we have to live up 
to what people expect. We will fight 
and give our all on the pitch. Korea 
Republic also have a very strong and 
solid team, who all know each other 
well. It’s a very tough group. I think 
the teams are more or less on a par, 
apart from Portugal, who are favour-
ites.

Otto Addo is a living legend in 
Ghana, but this is his first ever  
World Cup. What’s it like working 
with a manager like him?
We are delighted. He’s a former na-
tional team player, now the manager 
and it was he who got us through the 
last two games against Nigeria to 
the World Cup. He’s doing a great job 
and we’re all behind him and plug-
ging away. He’s shown that Africans 
can make it to the next level.  
(Fifa.com)

Andre Ayew

FiFa.com

N
OW 37, Cristiano Ronaldo has been called up 
by Portugal for the fifth FiFA World Cup of 
his career. the Manchester United forward 
is much more than just his country’s all-time 
leading scorer. to say that CR7 is a one-man 

inflection point in the history of his national team would 
be no exaggeration.

in the 90 years that elapsed between Portugal’s first 
match and the international debut of Madeira’s most fa-
mous son, the national team appeared at just three World 
Cup and three UEFA EURO competitions. Before Ronaldo 
came along, Portugal’s finest hour at the World Cup was 
third place at England 1966. Other high points in their foot-
balling history came in 1989 and 1991, when the country’s 
youngsters won back-to-back FiFA U-20 World Cups. 

And in 2001, Luis Figo, the last big Portuguese star be-
fore the Ronaldo era, was named FiFA World Player of the 
Year.  though notable, those episodic achievements were 
not enough by themselves to thrust Portugal into the elite 
of international football. that all changed when Ronaldo 
stepped on to the scene in the early 2000s. 

How it all began
Since Ronaldo won his first cap, in a friendly against Ka-

zakhstan on 20 August 2003, Portugal have never missed a 
major competition, appearing at five World Cups and five 
EUROs in a row. With the No7 in their ranks, the Portu-
guese have gone from mere participants to genuine trophy 
contenders.

the ‘Ronaldo generation’ finished fourth at Germany 
2006, where they came close to equalling the country’s best-
ever World Cup campaign. And in more recent years, they 
have won two major competitions, EURO 2016 and the in-
augural UEFA Nations League in 2019.

Aside from those team prizes, Portugal’s star man has 
also amassed an unprecedented collection of individual 
accolades, among them five FiFA Best FiFA Men’s Player 
awards and four European Golden Shoes. he is also the 
highest scorer in the history of the UEFA Champions League 
and international football, and Real Madrid’s all-time top 
scorer.

in an interview he gave last week to mark his 50th birth-
day, Figo spoke of the legacy his successor as Portugal’s 
leading player has built. As the former Barcelona and Real 
Madrid man explained, before Ronaldo came along Portu-
gal would often go out on the pitch with a negative mindset, 
intent merely on avoiding defeat, such was their lack of con-
fidence and ambition.

that all changed when CR7 came on board. 
Despite representing a country of only ten million 
inhabitants, the team no longer had an inferior-
ity complex when up against the likes of France 
– their victims in the EURO 2016 final – or the 
Netherlands, the team they beat to win that Na-
tions League title. Ronaldo has had a notable part 
to play in shaping that winning mentality and in 
improving the physical fitness of his team-mates, 
helping to create a new generation of players ut-
terly committed to the Portugal cause.

A final farewell?
it is alongside those players – among 

them established internationals such as 
central defender Ruben Dias, attacking 
midfielder Bernardo Silva (both of Man-
chester City) and Manchester United 
midfielder Bruno Fernandes – that 
Ronaldo is now preparing for what 
might be his last World Cup. 

the man who changed the face 
of Portuguese football will make his 
first outing at Qatar 2022 against 
Ghana in Doha on 
November 24 . Portu-
gal’s subsequent op-
ponents in Group h 
will be Uruguay and 
Korea Republic. 

Portugal 
before Ronaldo 
 
World Cup: Three 
appearances from 17 
editions

EURO: Three appear-
ances from 11  
editions

Portugal after 
Ronaldo
World Cup: Five appear-
ances out of five
 
EURO: Five appearances 
out of five

Since Ronaldo won his 
first cap in a friendly 

against Kazakhstan  
on August 20, 2003,  
Portugal have never 

missed a major com-
petition, appearing at 
five World Cups and 
five EUROs in a row.  The man who  

changed the face  
of Portuguese football
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DPA
SYDNEY 

Novak Djokovic will receive 
a visa to compete in January’s 
australian open after the gov-
ernment decided to drop a 
three-year entry ban, Guardian 
Australia reported on Tuesday.

The Serbian, the record 
nine-times winner of the Mel-
bourne tennis grand slam, was 
unceremoniously deported 
early this year after arriving 
for the 2022 tournament when 
he was not vaccinated against 
coronavirus.

an automatic three-year 
ban followed but australia 
has since dropped the require-
ment to be jabbed and the 
Guardian said immigration 
minister andrew Giles will 
now give Djokovic a visa.

Djokovic expressed his 
relief at having his visa ban 
overturned which will allow 
him to compete in next year’s 
australian open.

The 35-year-old was de-
tained and then deported 
from australia last January in 
a dramatic process after trying 
to enter the country without 
having a CovID-19 vaccina-
tion.

He was subsequently given 
a three-year visa ban, which 
the australian government 
has since overturned, freeing 
him up for a return to Mel-
bourne Park in early 2023.

Djokovic was delighted to 
receive the news on Tuesday 
and celebrated with a 6-4, 6-1 
win over andrey Rublev in the 
aTP Tour Finals in Turin on 
Wednesday, which booked his 
place in the last four.

The Serbian said: “I was 

very happy to receive the news 
yesterday. It was a relief obvi-
ously knowing what I and the 
people closest to me in my life 
have been through this year 
with what happened in aus-
tralia and post-australia.

“I could not receive bet-
ter news for sure - during this 
tournament as well.

“Did it affect my game to-
day? I would like to believe it 
did. Why not? I don’t think 
it did affect me too much be-
cause I’m familiar with what I 
need to do in order to prepare 
myself for every match.

“of course, knowing that 
I have clarity now, what I do 
in the off-season, starting the 
season in australia, also of 
course it did relieve some of 
the pressure me and my team 
felt. Just giving that clarity 
makes it great for us.

“australian open has been 
my most successful Grand 
Slam. I made some of the best 
memories there. of course, I 
want to go back there, I want 
to play tennis, do what I do 
best, hopefully have a great 
australian summer.

“I’m always thankful to go 
through experiences, no mat-
ter what the experiences are. I 
try to be optimistic and posi-
tive in life. I look forward to 
starting the new year in aus-
tralia, and we’ll see how the 
next year goes.” 

Djokovic put in a flaw-
less display against Rublev 
to make it through to the last 
four for the 11th time at the 
end-of-season event.

Stefanos Tsitsipas and Da-
niil Medvedev meet later on 
Wednesday, with both men 
having lost their first match.

Scaloni open to making changes to Argentina squad

Djokovic handed 
visa for Australian 
Open, celebrates 
with a win in Turin

DPA 
BERLIN 

LIoNeL Scaloni will consider mak-
ing changes to argentina’s squad 
ahead of their World Cup campaign 
getting under way should players 
not prove their fitness.

argentina head coach Scaloni 
named his 26-man travelling part 
for Qatar 2022 on Sunday ahead of 
his side’s opening Group C fixture 
against Saudi arabia on November 
22.

Paulo Dybala made the cut after 
recently returning from injury for 
club side Roma, though he played 
no part in Wednesday’s 5-0 win 
over the United arab emirates.

Teams can make injury-en-
forced changes to their squad from 
a list of 55 players previously sub-
mitted until the day before their 
opening game, something Scaloni is 
open to.

“We have some little problems 
and still have some days to decide 
the list,” he told TyC Sports. “We 
can make changes, hopefully not, 
but there is the possibility.  “There 
are several players who today have 
been left out of the side because 
they were either not fit to play or 
there was a risk of injury.

“I can’t guarantee that these 
players are fine. In principle, they 
are, but you have to be cautious. 
That’s why we have been careful 

with the minutes.” 
argentina had no trouble ex-

tending their unbeaten run to 36 
matches with their five-star show-
ing against the Uae, with angel Di 
Maria and Lionel Messi playing big 
parts.

Di Maria scored twice and as-
sisted one for Messi, who had ear-
lier played in Julian alvarez for the 
opener, before substitute Joaquin 
Correa added a fifth in the second 
period.

“We played with a World Cup 
mentality today,” said midfielder 
Rodrigo de Paul. “I think this was 
a good test but we played well and 
also kept a clean sheet.

“If we want our opening [World 
Cup] match to go well, we have to 
arrive with this same mentality. We 
expressed ourselves well and con-
tinually want to improve.” Reigning 
South american champions argen-
tina follow up their opener against 
Saudi arabia with game against 
Mexico and Poland.

Argentina’s national football team coach Lionel Scaloni gives a press conference in 
Abu Dhabi recently. (AFP)

DPA 
LONDON

NeyMaR revealed he and 
Paris Saint-Germain team-
mate Lionel Messi joke about 
a potential World Cup final be-
tween Brazil and argentina in 
Qatar.

Neymar and Messi, along-
side kylian Mbappe, form a 
fearsome front three for PSG, 
one that has fired them to a 
five-point lead at the top of 
Ligue 1 and reached the Cham-
pions League knockout stages.

But that alliance will be 
temporarily halted until PSG’s 
next game on December 28, as 
the three superstars bid to win 
the World Cup for their respec-
tive countries.

While he was highly com-
plimentary of Messi and Mbap-
pe, Neymar jokingly hinted 
that he fancies his Brazil side’s 
chances in a potential match-
up with Messi’s argentina.

“We don’t discuss it very 
much,” Neymar told Britain’s 
Telegraph.

“But sometimes we joke 

about crossing paths with each 
other in the final.

“I tell him [Messi] that I’ll 
be champion and win against 
him and we have a good laugh.

“Playing with him and ky-
lian is a huge pleasure. They’re 
two greats, with Messi long 
considered the best in the 
world.

“kylian is a young player 
who’s been growing and show-
ing his potential and still has a 
lot to grow. It’s always great to 

play alongside the greats, I’ve 
always preferred that because 
the chances of winning are 
higher.” 

Neymar feels Brazil are 
one of the favourites, but also 
highlighted a number of other 
teams he believes are capable 
of making the final on Decem-
ber 18.

“The World Cup is full of 
surprises,” he explained. “you 
get teams that unexpectedly 
get very far in the competition 
even if many don’t believe in 
them.

“But I believe the favourites 
are argentina, Germany, Spain 
and France. I think those four 
along with Brazil are fully capa-
ble of reaching the final.” at the 
age of 30, the Qatar World Cup 
could be Neymar’s last attempt 
at glory with Brazil, having 
fallen short in his two previous 
experiences at international 
football’s premier tournament.

one of those was particu-
larly painful, when Neymar 
suffered a back injury in a vic-
torious quarter-final meeting 
with Colombia at Brazil’s home 

tournament in 2014.
Neymar was ruled out of 

the semi-final with Germany, a 
match Brazil went on to lose by 
a humiliating 7-1 scoreline.

But the former Barcelona 
forward says his career would 
not feel incomplete if he were 
to never win the World Cup, 
saying: “No, in my career I’ve 
achieved things beyond my im-
agination.

“So, if it ended today, I 
would still be the happiest per-
son in the world.” The number 
10 jersey that Neymar dons for 
Brazil is steeped in history, hav-
ing been worn by Selecao icons 
like Pele, Ronaldinho and Zico.

Neymar does not experi-
ence the pressure that could 
come with following those Bra-
zilian idols, declaring: “I don’t 
feel under pressure, quite the 
opposite.

“I’m happy to be able to 
wear the number 10 on the Bra-
zilian team and make history. 
It’s a great pride and honour to 
be part of the group of players 
that wore it and I only feel hap-
piness about it.”

3 superstars’ 
WC bid

Brazil’s Neymar: ‘I tell 
Messi I’ll be champion!’
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Serbia’s Novak Djokovic celebrates winning a point during his round-
robin match against Russia’s Andrey Rublev at the ATP Finals in Turin 
on Wednesday. (AFP)

Paris Saint-Germain’s Argentine forward Lionel Messi (left), Brazilian forward Neymar (centre) and Paris Saint-Germain’s French forward Kylian 
Mbappe (right) in Paris recently. (AFP)

Kylian is a young player 
who’s been growing and 
showing his potential and 
still has a lot to grow. It’s 
always great to play 
alongside the greats, I’ve 
always preferred that 
because the chances of 
winning are higher
Neymar

Argentina had no trouble extending their 
unbeaten run to 36 matches with their 

five-star showing against the UAE, with Angel 
Di Maria and Lionel Messi playing big parts
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INTEGRATION, collaboration, 
and connectivity across multi-
ple stakeholders in the eSports 
ecosystem are vital for the sec-
tor to reach its undoubted po-
tential in the Middle East, ac-
cording to senior officials from 
QUEST Esports, one of the 
leading esports organizations 
in the Middle East and North 
Africa (MENA).

Latest data forecasts the 
value of gaming in the MENA 
region to reach US$ 5 billion 
by 2025. Still, QUEST Esports 
CEO Elie Honain insists more 
needs to be done for the es-
ports ecosystem to truly flour-
ish, starting with publishers 
embracing the Middle East, 
alongside public-private sector 
collaboration.

“Publishers are the core of 
esports; this is the struggle we 
have had over the past dec-
ade with the majority of them 
not having a presence here. 
Publishers need to consider 
relocating or opening up of-
fices in the Middle East to spur 
regional competition growth, 
and so we’re not always feed-
ing into EU tournaments,” said 
Honain, who was speaking at 

the inaugural Initiate Summit, 
part of the first Dubai Esports 
Festival at Expo City, Dubai.

“Federations also need to 
collaborate with publishers to 
help grow the regional scene. In 
addition, if we look at intercon-
nectivity and how some coun-
tries do not even have access to 
fibre optic internet, there isn’t 
an even playing ground. If pub-
lishers show faith in the region 
by investing, this will have a 
knock-on effect on telecommu-

nication and governments to 
push investment in infrastruc-
ture and connectivity,” added 
Honain.

“We need to show poten-
tial partners and sponsors that 
there are opportunities here 
when getting involved in Es-
ports – and governments can 
help. Saudi Arabia is a great 
example of how to promote the 
fact you are building an ecosys-
tem. Because we have a pres-
ence there, we have received 
so many enquiries about how 
to get involved,” added Honain. 

Meanwhile, Elie Gemayel, 
Chief Strategy Officer at 
QUEST Esports, participated 
in a panel discussion looking 
at where and how fans engage 
with content and admitted the 
industry must up its game.

FIFA World Cup Qatar will positively impact our  
society: World and Olympic champion Barshim

‘Collaboration key  
for regional Esports  

to flourish’

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

WORLD and Olympic high 
jump champion Mutaz Bar-
shim understands the impact 
of hosting major sporting 
events – and believes Qatar’s 
staging of the FIFA World Cup 
presents a unique opportunity 
to unite people through their 
shared love of football.   

“The World Cup will posi-
tively impact our society by 
showcasing our culture world-
wide and helping people to cre-
ate friendships and build net-
works. It is a golden opportunity 
to change negative perceptions 
about the region and create new 
and meaningful connections,” 
said Barshim, who is also a 
FIFA World Cup Ambassador.

Growing up, Barshim was 
inspired by his father, who 
was also a track and field ath-
lete. Barshim would follow 
his father to the local training 
club before later joining the 
Aspire Academy for Sports 

Excellence – where he soon 
became one of the country’s 
most promising track and 
field athletes. 

Barshim’s breakthrough 
year came in 2010 when he 
won the World Junior Cham-
pionships. He has won a slew 
of medals since, including 
three World Athletics Cham-
pionships titles, in 2017, 2019 
and 2022. He claimed Olym-

pic silver in 2012 and 2016 
before bagging gold at Tokyo 
2020 after sharing the high 
jump title with Italian Gian-
marco Tamberi. Barshim is 
the first Qatari to win Olympic 
gold in a track and field event.

Barshim said: “I have lived 
the dream of being at a global 
event and it having a major 
impact on me. The things I 
have learned, the experiences 

I went through, the relation-
ships I built, the friendships 
I formed and the milestones 
I have been able to achieve – 
they all made a really positive 
change in my life and I can’t 
wait to see that happen here in 
Qatar during the World Cup.”

Qatar 2022 will be held 
in eight state-of-the-art stadi-
ums from 20 November to 18 
December. 

The tournament will get 
underway when hosts Qatar 
face Ecuador at the majestic 
Al Bayt Stadium. 

Barshim said: “This is a 
once-in-a-lifetime opportunity 
that won’t be repeated. We’re 
hosting the World Cup in an 
Arab country and a Muslim 
country for the first time. I hope 
everyone comes and makes the 
most of this experience to learn 
more about Arab hospitality 
and all different cultures.”

As well as top-class foot-
ball, Qatar will host a vast ar-

ray of entertainment options 
during the World Cup, includ-
ing the FIFA Fan Festival at 

Al Bidda Park and the 6km 
Corniche Activation.

Barshim encourages all 
fans to enjoy the exciting and 
welcoming nature of the first 
World Cup in the region.  

“When fans experience 
everything first-hand and take 
in the festive atmosphere they 
will feel the uniqueness of this 
moment. I hope everyone uses 
this opportunity to come and 
have the best time,” he said.

Olympic gold medalist and World high jump champion Mutaz Essa Barshim of Qatar.

Ezzat Nafs caps Doha Cup Day

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

SABHEA Awad Ibrahim-
owned and Mohamed Khaled 
Elahmed-trained Ezzat Nafs 
(QA) cornered glory to cap 
the Doha Cup Day in the 11th 
Race Meeting of Qatar Rac-
ing & Equestrian Club (QREC) 
on dirt at the Al Rayyan Race-
course on Wednesday.

The feature race on eight-
races card, the Doha Cup, a 
1700m Conditions for 3YO+ 
Local Purebred Arabians saw 
jockey Alberto Sanna give Ez-
zat Nafs a great ride to win by 
half a length.

QREC’s Racing Manager 
Abdulla Rashid Al Kubaisi 

presented the trophies to 
the winners.

Earlier, trainer Gassim 
Ghazali and jockey Marco 
Casamento were once again in 
the winners’ enclosure, having 
teamed up with the Al Hajaj 
Stud-owned Nakheel (FR) to 
win a 1900m Handicap (85-
105) for 4YO+ Purebred Arabi-
ans by half a length.

Abdulaziz Ali Al Kathiri-
owned and trained Millions got 
back to winning ways quickly 
as he took a 1200m Handicap 
for 3YO+ Thoroughbreds by 
1¼ lengths. In the final stages, 
the 4YO responded generously 
to the urgings of his jockey Ro-
nan Thomas, who completed a 
double on the day.

Hamad Ateeq Mohammed 
Al Marri-owned Suheal Qatar 
made his seasonal debut a suc-

cess in a 1700m Handicap (70-
90) for 3YO+ Local Thorough-
breds. The Abdulaziz Hamad 
Al Marri-trained 4YO found 
extra to see off his rivals by 2½ 

lengths under jockey Rashid Ali 
Al Saaq.

After two placed finishes 
this season, the Al Wakra-
owned and Zuhair Mohsen-

trained Superior Moment 
(IRE) was a comfortable 
2-length winner of a 1700m 
Handicap (65-85) for 3YO+ 
Thoroughbreds under jockey 
Ronan Thomas.

Al Jasra Stud-owned My 
Kinda Day marked his 1st start 
this season with an impressive 
effort as the Owaida Salem Al 
Hajri-trained 5YO stretched 
4½ lengths clear of the field at 
the line under jockey Abdulla 
Rashid Al Hajri to win a 1200m 
Handicap (0-70) for 3YO+ 
Thoroughbreds.

Al Zaeem Stud’s homebred 
Sakher (QA) (Taigan x Izala 
VI) took a 1200m Maiden for 
3-6YO Local Thoroughbreds 
for trainer Gassim Ghazali and 
jockey Marco Casamento, who 
was in the saddle for the one 
and a quarter length win. 

The Doha Cup Day kicked 
off with an exciting finish of a 
1700m Maiden for 3YO Pure-
bred Arabians as the Moham-
med Khamis Eisa Al Kaabi-
owned and Ibrahim Saeed Al 
Malki-trained Lady Mourtajez, 
under Tomas Lukasek, got up by 
a head in front of Seraia De Pine.
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Superstar athlete 
sees the  

tournament as  
an opportunity to 
form meaningful 

connections

 The World Cup will positively impact our society by 
showcasing our culture worldwide and helping people to 
create friendships and build networks. It is a golden 
opportunity to change negative perceptions about the 
region and create new and meaningful connections.

FIFA World Cup Ambassador Mutaz Barshim

QUEST Esports CEO, CSO discuss issues and growth 
potential for thriving sector at Dubai Esports Festival

QUEST Esports CEO Elie Honain.

The winning team of Ezzat Nafs after being awarded their trophies by Qatar Racing & Equestrian Club’s 
(QREC) Racing Manager Abdulla Rashid Al Kubaisi (2nd left) at the Al Rayyan Racecourse on Wednesday.

Action from one of the Doha Cup Day Races of the 11 Race Meeting of 
QREC at the Al Rayyan Racecourse on Wednesday.

Jockey Alberto Sanna guides  
Ezzat Nafs to victory on Wednesday.
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Brazil’s coach Tite (Front R) gathers players and staff around a TV screen during a training session on Wednesday at the Continassa training ground in Turin, as part of Brazil’s preparation ahead of FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022. (AFP)

STATS Perform/dPA
DohA 

James maddison will 
likely be available for eng-

land’s World Cup opener 
against Iran following 

the Leicester City for-
ward’s injury scare 
against West Ham.

The Foxes forward 
earned a Three Lions re-
call last week as part of 
Gareth southgate’s 26-

man party for Qatar 2022, 
three years on from his 
only cap. But maddison’s 
long-awaited return to 
the fold looked to be in 

jeopardy after he departed 
early during his side’s Pre-

mier League clash with the 
Hammers over the weekend.

He has since travelled 
to Qatar with the rest of the 
england squad, however, and 
has now allayed fan fears of 
a potential lay-off that could 
disrupt his tournament.

“The injury is OK,” he 
stated. “We had a scan 

the day before we met 
up, and it was positive. 

I had a little problem in the lead 
up to the West Ham game.

“I wanted to play, I didn’t 
want to not play because of the 
World Cup, that’s not the sort of 
person I am. I wanted to show the 
focus was still there.

“I’ll have to do a little bit of 
work with the physios here to get 
up to full speed [but] it shouldn’t 
affect me playing in the first 
game. I’m hopeful I’ll be fine.” 

maddison was one of a few 
players southgate revealed he 
called to inform they had been 
selected ahead of his squad an-
nouncement, though the 25-year-
old initially did not answer.

“I was actually having a chat 
with (Leicester boss) Brendan 
(Rodgers) in his office,” he added. 

“I went downstairs into the 
dressing room, and I’d missed a 
call off Gareth. The heart starts 
beating. I’d had his number saved 
still.

“I went up and called him 
back, and he gave me the good 
news, which was all a bit of a blur. 
after the call had ended it was a 
head on the wall moment, took a 
big deep breath, and then I called 
my parents.”

France’s forward Kylian Mbappe arrives with the 
French team at the Hamad International Airport in 
Doha on Wednesday, ahead of FIFA World Cup Qatar 
2022. (AFP)

Wales’ forward Gareth Bale gestures as he boards a bus after disembarking a plane at the Hamad 
International Airport in Doha on Wednesday, ahead of FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022. (AFP)

Uruguay’s forward Luis Suarez (C) looks on as fans gather 
around the Uruguay national football team bus at the 
New York University Abu Dhabi stadium in Abu Dhabi on 
Wednesday during a training camp ahead of the FIFA World 
Cup Qatar 2022. (AFP)

Switzerland’s coach Murat Yakin prepares a training 
session for the team at the University of Doha for 
science and technology training facilities, in Doha on 
Wednesday, ahead of FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022. (AFP)

England’s players take part in a training session at the Al Wakrah Stadium in Doha on November 16, 2022, ahead of 
the Qatar 2022 World Cup football tournament. (Photo by Paul ELLIS / AFP)

Switzerland’s 
midfielder 
Xherdan Shaqiri 
in Doha on 
Wednesday. 
(AFP)

Big
stars

arrive
     teamsas

to
continue

prepare
england’s maddison hopeful 

of availability for opener




