
QatarEnergy makes 
largest ever investment 
in petrochemical sector
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QIIB concluded its campaign 
for the FIFA World Cup Qatar 
2022 in partnership with Visa, 
by announcing the latest list of 
winning customers, which was 
launched by the bank on Sep-
tember 1, 2022, and lasted un-
til October 30.

The campaign allowed as 
many as 34 Visa credit/debit 
card holders to win tickets to 
attend one of the matches of 
the FIFA World Cup Qatar 
2022.

The last list included 17 
winners from the bank’s cus-
tomers, each of whom received 
two tickets to attend one of the 
matches in different rounds 
of the tournament, including 
the group league, the opening 
match, the round of 16, the 
quarter-finals, and the final.

The campaign reflects QI-
IB’s continuous commitment 
to rewarding its customers and 
offering them the best benefits. 
And one way to honour QIIB 
customers is by providing them 
the opportunity to attend the 
World Cup matches and cheer 
for their favourite team during 
such an exceptional event.

Under the campaign, all 
QIIB visa credit/debit card-

holders have the chance to win 
once they use their cards inside 
or outside Qatar during the 
campaign period.

Any transaction of the val-
ue of QR100 is considered as 
one chance to win. However, 
customers with the highest 
numbers of transactions dur-
ing the specified period will 
win, provided that their total 
spending during the period of 
the campaign is not less than 
QR5,000.

QIIB visa cards provide a 
unique added value to custom-
ers, with payment features and 
solutions that keep pace with 
the best international stand-
ards and are accepted both lo-
cally and abroad, in addition to 
contactless solutions.

All cardholders will also get 
the chance to win QIIB points 
from purchases using credit 
cards and discounts from local 
and international partners.

It is worth noting that QIIB 
is one of the leading Islamic 
banks locally and regionally 
and has a long history of sup-
porting sports.

The bank has also made 
great efforts in serving Qatar’s 
community through its contri-
butions in supporting activi-
ties, including sports and com-
munity initiatives.

Masraf Al Rayan 
shareholders 
endorse OGM, 
EGM agenda items
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MASRAF Al Rayan held the Or-
dinary General Meeting (OGM) 
and the Extraordinary General 
Meeting (EGM) of shareholders 
on Wednesday.

At the OGM, the sharehold-
ers discussed and adopted the 
amendments to the approved 
board nomination and elec-
tion policy as presented at 
the meeting. The policy was 
amended to comply with the 
applicable corporate govern-
ance laws and regulations, par-
ticularly Qatar Central Bank’s 
Circular No. (25) of 2022 on 
the governance of banks, based 
on which the next board elec-
tions will take place.

At the EGM, the sharehold-
ers approved the proposed 
amendments to the Articles of 
Association of the Bank (AoA) 
to comply with the require-
ments of Qatar Central Bank’s 
Circular No (25) of 2022 on the 
governance of banks.

The shareholders author-
ised the chairman of the board, 
vice chairman, and/or another 
board delegate to complete the 
necessary formalities in respect 
of the amended AoA subject to 
necessary regulatory approvals.

The AGM and EGM were 

held electronically through the 
Zoom platform and were at-
tended by Masraf Al Rayan 
shareholders, regulators, board 
members, management,  and 
staff.
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QNB Group, the largest finan-
cial institution in the Middle 
East and Africa, continues to 
promote the national tourism 
industry and is proud to be 
part of the successful launch 
of operations of the Lusail 
Winter Wonderland, the lat-
est entertainment destination 
in Qatar.

In the implementation of 
its vision to support Qatar’s 
tourism sector, QNB as one 
of the main founders of Lu-
sail Winter Wonderland has 
played a major role in financ-
ing a part of the landmark 
project, while it continues to 
build a market-leading posi-
tion, developing its brand in-
ternationally and strengthen 
its presence as the bank of 
choice.

As a vital pillar of its strat-
egy, tourism- a key driver of 
socio-economic growth in the 
country- has always been at 
the heart of the Group’s vision 
for growth and development.

The world-class project 

is led by Estithmar Holding, 
IMG, in collaboration with 
Qatar Tourism Authority and 
Qatari Diar.

Al Maha’s key attraction, 
Lusail Winter Wonderland, 
is managed by IMG, a global 
leader in events and media 
and the producer and opera-
tor of London’s famous Hyde 
Park Winter Wonderland.

Lusail Winter Wonder 
Land is a 93,000-m2 theme 

park that will have something 
for everyone. The park will 
host 50 amusement rides in-
cluding 10 thrill rides with 
a 395-roller coaster, and 25 
family rides with a giant 150 
ft. Ferris wheel, and 15 chil-
dren’s rides.

QNB Group actively par-
ticipates in promoting lo-
cal communities and social 
inclusion using the positive 
values of sport, culture, and 

tourism to connect genera-
tions and strengthen Qatari 
deeply rooted customs, tradi-
tions, and fundamental prin-
ciples.

QNB Group Communica-
tions General Manager Heba 
Ali Al Tamimi said, “We are 
proud to be one of the found-
ing partners of the Lusail Win-
ter Wonderland project in line 
with the Group’s strategy to 
support various sectors in the 
country, especially the tourism 
sector, in a way to put Qatar on 
the global tourism map.”

“The bank aims to promote 
Qatari tourism and benefit 
from the assets that Qatar pos-
sesses, in addition to the infra-
structure that the country has 
successfully put in place, as 
part of its journey of prepara-
tions to host the World Cup in 
Qatar,” she said.

Tamimi also highlighted 
the bank’s role in supporting 
and developing the national 
tourism sector and invest-
ment opportunities, especially 
for entrepreneurs and Qatari 
owners of small and medium 
enterprises (SMEs).

QNB a founding partner of 
Lusail Winter Wonderland
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QATARENERGy and Chev-
ron Phillips Chemical Com-
pany (CPChem) announced 
that they have taken a Final 
Investment Decision (FID) on 
the Golden Triangle Polymers 
Plant, an $8.5 billion world-
scale integrated polymers fa-
cility in the Texas Gulf Coast 
area in the United States of 
America.

Located about 180 kilom-
eters east of Houston, the plant 
will include an ethylene cracker 
unit with a capacity of 2.08 mil-
lion tonnes per annum, making 
it the largest in the world, and 
two high-density polyethylene 
units with a combined capacity 
of 2 million tonnes per annum, 
also making them the largest 
derivatives units of their kind in 
the world. 

Construction of the plant 
will begin immediately, with 
an expected startup date in 
2026.

The plant will be owned 
by Golden Triangle Polymers 
Company, a joint venture in 
which QatarEnergy holds a 49 
percent equity interest with 51 
percent held by CPChem.

Commenting on the FID, 
the Minister of State for Energy 
Affairs and the President and 
CEO of QatarEnergy HE Saad 
Sherida Al Kaabi said, “We are 
excited to announce taking the 
FID on our largest petrochemi-
cal investment ever, highlight-
ing QatarEnergy’s integrated 
position as a major player in 
the LNG and international ex-
ploration sectors, as well as 
being a global petrochemicals 
producer.”

In addition to complement-
ing QatarEnergy’s growing in-
ternational portfolio, including  
in the United States, this im-
portant project will help meet 
the growing global demand for 
polymers. It also represents 
a major step in the imple-
mentation of our downstream 
strategy and the next phase of 

QatarEnergy’s growth, which 
includes major investments in 
ethylene, ethylene derivatives, 
and polymers in general.”

The project, expected to 
create more than 500 full-time 
jobs and approximately 4,500 
construction jobs, is QatarEn-
ergy’s second largest invest-
ment in the US after the $11 
billion investment (100 percent 
basis) in the Golden Pass LNG 
production and export facility, 
which is currently under con-
struction and is expected to 
start up in late 2024.

Kaabi said, “When added 
to our existing production in 
Qatar, this new investment will 
place QatarEnergy amongst 
the largest petrochemical pro-
ducers in the world. It will 
also significantly expand our 
footprint in the United States, 
contributing substantially to 
the communities of the Golden 
Triangle region of Texas by 
generating an estimated $50 
billion of net economic impact 
over 20 years.”

Once operational, the plant 

will produce polyethylene, 
which is used in the production 
of durable goods like pipe for 
natural gas and water delivery 
and recreational products such 
as kayaks and coolers.

It is also used in essential 
packaging applications to pro-
tect and preserve food, helping 
prevent it from going to land-
fills and keep medical supplies 
sterile. The polyethylene pro-
duced by the project will be 
sold primarily to Asia, Europe, 
and Latin America.

Kaabi said, “This new joint 
venture builds on our long-
term and successful partner-
ship with Chevron Phillips 
Chemical and we look forward 
to furthering collaborations in 
the future.”

CPChem President and 
CEO Bruce Chinn said, “Chev-
ron Phillips Chemical and Qa-
tarEnergy have collaborated 
for over 20 years on the assets 
we operate together in Qatar. 
We have a great relationship 
and a proven track record of 
operating these facilities safely 

and reliably. Our products 
make life better for billions of 
people every day, and they are 
part of a lower-carbon future. 
This facility will help meet the 
growing demand for our prod-
ucts and improve the quality 
of life for the world’s growing 
global population.”

The project enjoys special 
environmental and sustain-
ability attributes that would be 
reflected in about 25 percent 
lower greenhouse gas emis-
sions than similar facilities in 
the United States and Europe.

CPChem will manage en-
gineering, procurement, and 
construction for the project, 
which will be undertaken by a 
number of joint ventures and 
contractors including Zachry 
Industrial, T.EN Stone & We-
ber Process Technology, PCL 
Industrial Construction., JGC 
America, Kiewit Energy Group, 
Burns & McDonnell Engineer-
ing Company, Emerson Pro-
cess Management, and WT By-
ler. CPChem will also operate 
the facility after start-up.
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Minister of State for Energy Affairs and the President and CEO of QatarEnergy HE Saad Sherida Al Kaabi with 
senior officials of QatarEnergy and Chevron Phillips Chemical Company. 

QatarEnergy takes final investment decision on the largest integrated polymers facility in world

Masraf Al Rayan Chairman  
HE Sheikh Mohammed bin 
Hamad bin Qassim Al Thani

Masraf Al Rayan Group CEO Fahad 
Bin Abdulla Al Khalifa 

QIIB concludes FIFA 
World Cup campaign, 
announces latest list 
of WC ticket winners

Lusail Winter Wonder Land is a 93,000-m2 theme park that will 
have something for everyone.
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A
S Qatar is gearing up for the 
FIFA World Cup 2022, the 
leading retailer LuLu Hyper-
market Group has opened its 
20th hypermarket in the coun-

try located at Giardino, The Pearl Is-
land, in Doha. 

Reaffirming its strong presence 
in the region, the new hypermar-
ket brings to the shoppers all the 
conveniences that the Group’s hy-
permarket chain features such as 
an abundant range of fresh fruits, 
vegetables, meat, and seafood from 
around the world. An in-house bak-
ery serves up fresh-baked bread and 
cakes, and there are shopping op-
tions that tap into new award-win-
ning trends. 

The two-level, 150,000-square-
foot store with state-of-the-art 
amenities was inaugurated yester-
day in the presence of LuLu Group 
Chairman and Managing Director 
Yusuff Ali MA and Dr Mohamed Al-
thaf, Director of LuLu Group Qatar.

The inaugural ceremony was also 
attended by other eminent digni-
taries including Sheikh Hassan bin 
Khaled Al Thani, UDC Chairman 
Turki bin Mohammed Al Khater, 
UDC President & CEO Ibrahim Jas-
sim Al Othman, Sheikh Mohamed 
bin Ahmed MA Al Thani, Hussain 
Ibrahm Alfardan, Fahad Alfardan, 
Fardan Al Fardan, Hussain Al-
Baker, Commercial Bank of Qatar 
Group CEO Joseph Abraham, am-
bassadors representing India, Spain, 
Sri Lanka, South Africa, Indonesia, 
Thailand, Panama and Georgia, and 
a senior commercial officer from the 
US Embassy.

The hypermarket includes Lu-
Lu’s celebrated Planet Y which 
showcases a wide selection of plant-
based meat substitutes and foods, 
special organic and superfood selec-
tions, an extensive ‘free-from’ range, 
and a zero-waste refill station where 
eco-conscious shoppers can refill 
reusable containers with dry goods 
including pasta, grains, and other 
items.

The store also includes popu-
lar LuLu shopping stations such 
as LuLu Fashion, the electronics 
section LuLu Connect, EyeXpress, 
the beauty, and cosmetics division 
BLSH, and an extensive section 
dedicated to the latest IoT appli-
ances and electronics. Customers 
will find commuting easy with 500 
parking spaces at their disposal and 
self-check-out and green check-out 
counters in-store. Lulu is committed 

to delivering the same level of excel-
lence in customer service and quality 
to our valued customers in this new 
hypermarket as well.

For shoppers’ convenience, the 
mall itself has a choice of amenities 
such as ATM counters, food courts, 
money exchange, pharmacy, and 
beauty salon. They have also made 
available services like wheelchairs, 
sitting areas, gift wrapping, etc.

As an initiative towards sustaina-
bility, the new store is also equipped 
with a reverse vending machine for 
recycling plastic bottles, etc.

Talking to Qatar Tribune on the 
sidelines of the inaugural ceremony, 
LuLu Group Chairman and Manag-
ing Director Yusuff Ali MA said, “We 
are very happy to inaugurate our 
flagship hypermarket at the Pearl 
Qatar and we are thankful to the au-
thorities at the Pearl for shortlisting 
us to open this kind of hypermarket 
at the Pearl. We are also than the top 
leadership of Qatar for their open-
hearted support to the Lulu Group.”

“Zillions of fans from across the 
world will visit Qatar during the 
World Cup and we expect many of 
them to visit this outlet as the Pearl 
Qatar is one of the prime destina-
tions in Qatar. We are fully prepared 
to serve the fans,” the chairman said. 

Lulu Group International Direc-
tor Dr. Mohamed Althaf, several ini-
tiatives like smart technology have 
been taken to make the shopping ex-
perience smoother for visitors.

From self-checkouts to a new 
system to ensure no waiting and has-
sle-free checkout, he said, the new 
hypermarket will cater to residents 
and fans from all across the world. 

It will have a zero waste refill 
station where shoppers can refill 
reusable containers with dry goods 
including pasta, grains, and other 
items.

It has a vegan and vegetarian sec-
tion under the name ‘Planet-Y’ offer-
ing plant-based meat alternatives.

A section is set apart for vegan, 
organic, keto-friendly, superfood, 
gluten-free, protein, dairy-free, un-
der 100 calories, and no added sugar 
items.

It will have a sushi station with a 
trained sushi chef freshly made maki 
rolls and sashimi, a Kimchi station 
with all ranges, and a juice station 
with all varieties of freshly made 
juices.

The superfood pantry will stock 
affordable superfood items includ-
ing acai, quinoa, and goji berries.

A vast area of the hypermarket is 
dedicated to the fresh market pro-
duce section.

LULU OPENS NEW  
HYPERMARKET AT  
THE PEARL AHEAD  
OF FIFA WORLD CUP
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 PLANET Y:
LuLu is the first retailer to open a vegan hypermarket 

destination with a service counter entirely dedicated to 
plant-based products with meat-free options and meat-free 
butchery.

ZERO-WASTE REFILL CENTER:
Two aisles in the store are completely dedicated to 

refills where shoppers can buy refillable containers, use a 
paper bag or bring their own container.

Customers can refill the products such as tea, cereals, 
pasta, and other essentials. This initiative will encourage 
reducing and recycling. Major brands such as 24 Matra, 
Organic Tattva, Agrofino, Somerset, White’s, and Pasta Tos-
cana are currently available in the refill aisles.

SUPER FOOD PANTRY:
Nutritious food doesn’t have to be expensive. The dedi-

cated pantry is an affordable everyday superfood aisle.
FREE FROM WORRIES:
Free from sugar, preservatives, and other additives, the 

Free From area offers the very best products sourced from 
around the globe. You can also find items for specific diets 
here including keto, gluten-free, vegan, and more.

THE INTERNET OF THINGS:
LuLu, The Pearl Island is your go-to for smart home 

accessories. A Smart Home means a smarter and more 
comfortable lifestyle. And to help update, upgrade and get 
your fridge to tell you when you need to stock up on ingre-
dients or your home to be an energy-saving zone, or even 

if you want a security grid with CCTV on your mobile phone 
– the IoT options can be explored in the “Thing”, LuLu’s 
2000 square feet IoT department. The new store has a 
department dedicated to the Internet of Things and Smart 
home devices that will demystify the internet of things in 
the concept of smart home”.

CELEBRATING WORLD FOODS:
As with all LuLu Hypermarkets, the Pearl Island Hyper-

market will also have the tastiest and most authentic World 
Gourmet Foods. This includes our first sushi ranges and a 
dedicated kimchi selection.

ALL OUR FAVOURITE THINGS:
Artisanal bread and custom-made cakes in the in-store 

bakery, the largest fresh produce space, a delicatessen 
with global cold cuts, condiments and cheeses, state-of-the-
art seafood (a destination for the pescatarians!) and meat 
chillers and display areas – you will be spoilt for choice.

VALUE-FOR-MONEY LULU FASHION BRANDS:
The popular brand, the Eyexpress eyewear brand that 

brings swag to your vision, and BLSH, the high-quality 
cosmetics range will all be available to pump up your style 
quotient.

A CONNECTION TO DIGITAL PROGRESS:
Digital accessories like laptops, smartphones, HD 

televisions, smart home appliances, and more for a well-
connected life have never been more important. All these 
will be found in LuLu Connect, the branded digital market-
place of the hypermarket.

LULU HYPERMARKET, GIARDINO,  
THE PEARL ISLAND

The hypermarket includes LuLu’s celebrated Planet Y which showcases a 
wide selection of plant-based meat substitutes and foods, special organic 
and superfood selections, an extensive ‘free-from’ range, and a zero-waste 
refill station where eco-conscious shoppers can refill reusable containers 
with dry goods including pasta, grains, and other items.LuLu Group Chairman and Managing Director Yusuff Ali MA and other dignitaries at the opening of LuLu 

Hypermarket located at Giardino, The Pearl Island, in Doha.  
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THE members of the United 
Nations Conference on Trade 
and Development (UNCTAD) 
has chosen Kassem Al Dar-
wish Fakhro, Commercial At-
taché at Qatar’s bureau to the 
World Trade Organization 
(WTO) and other economic 
organizations in Geneva, as 
the Vice-Chair of the Invest-
ment, Enterprise, and Devel-
opment Commission. He was 
chosen at the 13th session 
held from November 14-18, 
2022.

Entrusting Qatar for this 
position comes in light of the 
great interest it attaches to de-
veloping investment policies, 
to achieve its development 
goals in accordance with the 
Qatar National Vision 2030.

The Commission provides 
the opportunity to discuss key 
and emerging issues in the 
area of investment and enter-
prise and their implications 
for sustainable development, 
as well as policy solutions. 

Discussions focus on ways 
to mobilize public and pri-
vate financing for investment 
in achieving the SDGs. Addi-
tionally, the best performing 
IPAs receive awards for their 
exceptional achievements in 
promoting and facilitating 

sustainable investment in ag-
ribusiness. 

The Commission also looks 
into ways to capitalize on the 
effect of new technologies in 
formulating science, technol-
ogy, and innovation policies 
for sustainable development, 
as well as the challenges facing 
developing countries in this 
field and potential solutions. 
Special emphasis is placed on 
technologies in the fields of en-
ergy and agriculture.

Established in 1964, UNC-
TAD seeks to promote devel-
opment in developing coun-
tries, and to facilitate the 
integration of their economies 
into the global 

one. 
Moreover, UNCTAD works 

on developing ideas and poli-
cies in this field.

The State of Qatar chaired 
UNCTAD during 2012-2016, 
and hosted the 13th session of 
the United Nations Conference 
on Trade and Development 
(UNCTAD 13), convened in 
Doha in 2012. 

The Doha Manar and Doha 
Mandate documents, adopted 
during UNCTAD 13, represent 
significant achievements, as 
they underscore the impor-
tance of development, and 
point out the concerns of de-
veloping countries in interna-
tional trade.

Qatar envoy chosen 
as UNCTAD vice-chair
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MARKING a historic mile-
stone for the State of Qatar’s 
energy industry, QatarEnergy 
and Qatargas celebrated the 
safe and successful loading 
of the 30,000th Ship from 
Qatargas-operated terminals 
in Ras Laffan Port. The LNG 
cargo was loaded on board the 
Qatargas-chartered Q-Max 
LNG carrier “Mekaines.” 

HE Saad Sherida Al-Kaabi, 
the Minister of State for En-
ergy Affairs and the President 
and CEO of QatarEnergy, 
said, “30,000 ship-loadings 
from Ras Laffan Port is cer-
tainly a historic achievement 
for Qatargas and Ras Laffan 
Port, as well as for Qatar’s en-
ergy industry. It once again 
demonstrates the State of Qa-
tar’s ability to supply cleaner 
energy to all four corners of 
the globe safely, reliably, and 
on time.  As the developer of 
the world’s largest port facility 
for LNG and other associated 
products such as LPG, GTL 
products, condensate, refinery 
products and sulfur, QatarEn-
ergy is keen to maintain Qa-
targas Ras Laffan Terminals’ 
position as a premier export 
facility for cleaner energy. 

 “This is highly significant 
as we embark on a massive ex-
pansion of the North Field to 
increase Qatar’s LNG produc-
tion capacity from the current 
77 million to 126 million tons 
per annum, and the respective 
increase in the export volume 
of various associated and re-
fined products.”

He concluded his remarks 
by thanking Sheikh Khalid 
bin Khalifa Al Thani, Chief 

Executive Officer of Qatargas, 
and the company’s leadership 

and staff for their dedication, 
commitment, and unique ex-

pertise that have led to this 
landmark achievement, which 

is added to the long history of 
Qatargas accomplishments.

The milestone was marked 
by a special ceremony, at Ras 
Laffan Industrial City, at-
tended by senior officials from 
QatarEnergy, Qatargas, and 
Nakilat. 

With growing demand 
for the vast array of products 
produced in RLIC, Qatargas 
Terminals are poised to en-
sure that these products are 
reliably and safely loaded. 
Qatargas Terminals are en-
trusted to handle approxi-
mately three million barrels 
of oil equivalent of both LNG 
and non-LNG products every 
single day.

Qatargas Terminals at Ras 
Laffan Industrial City com-
menced operations in 1996. 
The Port and its berth facilities 
have increased significantly 
over time to cater to exports 
of the new and expanded in-
dustries. With six operational 
LNG berths, the Ras Laffan 
Port is the world’s premier 
LNG exporting facility and the 
only gateway for Qatar’s LNG 
to reach its global customers. 
It also has seven berths for 
loading non-LNG products, a 
sulfur loading facility, and two 
offshore single point mooring 
buoys (SPM) for loading con-
densate. The Port provides an 
essential strategic link in the 
chain connecting gas produc-
tion derived from the North 
Field with the LNG end users.

Qatargas, the World’s 
Premier LNG Company that 
operates the terminal, has a 
current LNG production ca-
pacity of 77 million tonnes 
per annum (Mtpa); and man-
ages the export of products 
amounting to an oil equiva-
lent of one million barrels per 
day.

QatarEnergy, Qatargas mark 30,000th successful ship loading from Ras Laffan
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VODAFONE Qatar has part-
nered with Mowasalat, the of-
ficial transportation company 
in Qatar, to launch a public 
Wi-Fi service for passengers 
on buses and taxis across the 
country. The service will enable 
residents, visitors and fans to 
stay connected via Vodafone’s 
reliable network while on the 
move, throughout events tak-
ing place in Qatar until the end 
of this year.

The new Wi-Fi service will 
provide seamless internet ac-
cess to customers using over 
4000 buses and 1000 taxis in 
Qatar, delivering an uninter-
rupted connectivity experience 
to the public. Passengers using 
a Mowasalat bus or taxi will be 
able to use the Wi-Fi service 
whether they are residents or 
visitors in Qatar. This service 
will be available for free for 
visiting fans during this year’s 
event. 

Vodafone Qatar Enterprise 
Business Unit Director, Mah-
day Saad Al-Hebabi, said: “Mo-
wasalat’s buses and taxis are 
an established mean of public 
transportation in Qatar, and 
they have been our partner for 
over 10 years as they benefit 
from a range of Vodafone Qa-
tar Business services. We are 
proud to be Mowasalat’s part-
ner of choice in adding Wi-Fi 
access to their buses and taxis 
during this historic, important 
and exciting time for our coun-
try.”

This strategic partnership 
is a testament to a strong col-
laboration to deliver a world-
class digital experience from 
Vodafone Qatar in line with 

Qatar National Vision 2030.
Ahmed Al Muftah, the 

CAO of Mowasalat (Karwa), 
said, “Our partnership with 
Vodafone Qatar enables us to 
offer passengers onboard our 

Karwa taxis, Doha Limousines 
and buses free Wi-Fi access to 
stay connected with the world. 
At Mowasalat, we have always 
been keen and proactive adop-
ters of technological solutions 

to enhance our customer’s 
travel experience. With high-
speed internet on board in all 
our vehicles, we aim to make 
every ride with Karwa con-
nected, comfortable and enjoy-
able”. 

Vodafone Qatar continues 
its contribution in the public 
transport industry by expand-
ing its services across all public 
transport platforms. In 2020, 
Vodafone Qatar partnered with 
Qatar Rail (QRail) to install 
a public Wi-Fi service on the 
Doha Metro Red, Green and 
Gold Lines, and provides pas-
sengers with internet access in 
all stations and on board the 
trains. 

Vodafone Qatar promises 
all passengers on public trans-
port a seamless connectivity 
and reliable online experience 
on their journeys across the 
country.

Vodafone to provide free Wi-Fi 
on over 4,000 buses and 1,000 
taxis of for FIFA World Cup 2022
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Kassem Al Darwish Fakhro,
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US-BASED AeroFarms will 
build a commercial indoor ver-
tical farm in Qatar Free Zones 
(QFZ), the QFZ Authority has 
announced.

AeroFarms and Doha Ven-
ture Capital (DVC), the global 
venture capital arm of QFZ 
have entered into a partnership 
in this regard. 

As a purpose-driven or-
ganization, AeroFarms is both 
a change-the-world company 
and an award-winning retail 
brand leading the way with 
smart, indoor vertical farm-
ing to elevate agriculture with 
people and planet. AeroFarms 
starts by selecting the most 
flavorful agricultural marietals 
and then perfects them for op-
timal quality, colour, nutrition, 
texture, yield, and taste, setting 
a new culinary standard with 
billions of data points while uti-
lizing state of the art technol-
ogy. 

The new commercial in-
door vertical farm in Qatar will 
deploy AeroFarms’ latest gen-
eration of proprietary growing 
technology that achieves up 
to 390 times greater produc-
tivity per square meter annu-
ally, compared to traditional 
field farming, while using up 
to 95% less water and zero 
pesticides. Thanks to Aero-
Farms’ new technology, local 
food production is expected to 
increase, making high-quality 
food products available locally 
throughout the year which will 
reduce imports and increase 
the country’s self sufficiency. 
AeroFarms’ endeavor in Qatar 
is set to pave the way for more 
local and international private 

sector companies in this field to 
expand their operations in QFZ 
and capitalize on the innovative 
technologies in place.   

HE Ahmad Al Sayed, Min-
ister of State and Chairman of 
QFZA said, “AeroFarms is a 
pioneer in the food space and 
vertical farming, and we’re 
delighted to welcome them to 
Qatar Free Zones. Through this 
strategic partnership with the 
Ministry of Municipality and 
Doha Venture Capital, Aero-
Farms will join a rapidly grow-
ing community of innovators in 
the Food and Agritech cluster 
at QFZ, backed by world-lead-
ing logistical infrastructure and 
cold chain storage capabilities, 
as well as a shared commitment 
to technology, growth, and en-
vironmental awareness. Qatar 
Free Zones are a natural base 
for companies shaping the fu-
ture of their industries, and we 
look forward to working with 
AeroFarms as they establish 
and scale in the region and be-

yond.” 
“AeroFarms is committed 

to reimagining how and where 
our food is grown, and we are 
excited to expand further in Qa-
tar as part of our longer-term 
commitment to the Middle 
East and North African region 

to enable local production and 
increase greater food resilien-
cy,” said David Rosenberg, Co-
Founder and Chief Executive 
Officer of AeroFarms. “QFZA 
and DVC are great partners 
that share a similar long-term 
vision for how AgTech can pos-
itively disrupt and transform 
our food system in the face 
of increased macro pressures 
with traditional field farming.” 

AeroFarms specialty greens 
are safely grown indoors in 
state-of-the art commercial 
indoor vertical farms that are 
certified for SQF Level 2 Good 
Manufacturing Practices, 
USDA Good Agricultural Prac-
tices, Non-GMO Project Verifi-
cation, and the industry-lead-
ing CEA Food Safety Seal that 
was developed to differentiate 
indoor clean growing practices 
from traditional challenges in 
the field. AeroFarms specialty 
greens are completely pesticide 
free and are ready to eat with-
out any need to wash.

AeroFarms to build commercial 
vertical farm in Qatar Free Zones
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GLOBAL experts examined 
the future of natural gas in 
the energy mix during an 
event hosted by the Al-Atti-
yah Foundation at the 2022 
United Nations Climate 
Change Conference (COP27) 
in Sharm El Sheikh on No-
vember 14.

The unique Energy Dia-
logue session, titled ‘Natural 
Gas - Does It Have a Role 
in the Energy Transition?’ 
featured the following panel-
lists: Dr Chris Gentle, Senior 
Advisor, Partnerships and 
New Ventures at the World 
Energy Council; Lorna 
Ritchie, Director at Global 
Counsel; and Dr John Kilani, 
the Foundation’s Directorate 
of Sustainability. 

The debate was moder-
ated by the highly acclaimed 
broadcast journalist and Re-
uters Editor-at-Large, Axel 
Threlfall, and explored how 
natural gas has been replac-
ing coal in societal functions 
such as electricity genera-
tion and space heating in the 
western world for decades.

It was highlighted that 
coal consumption in both 
the United States and United 
Kingdom has dropped signif-
icantly in recent years. Coal 
use in the U.S. is down by half 
from 15 years ago; 500 coal 
power plants have closed or 
are scheduled to and in 2021 
coal consumption amounted 
to 10.8% of the country’s to-
tal energy consumption, the 
lowest amount since 1964.  
Most of the lost U.S. coal ca-
pacity was replaced by natu-

ral gas, with additional con-
tributions from renewables.

In the UK, the birthplace 
of the industrial revolution, 
coal-fired electricity has al-
most disappeared and now 
supplies only 5 percent of 
power.  In both countries, 
the replacement of coal by 
natural gas and renewables 
is reducing both CO2 emis-
sions and air pollution from 
particulates, mercury, sul-
phur, and lead - saving lives 
as a result.

The panel observed that 
the implementation of the 
Paris Agreement is an evo-
lutionary journey, that will 
involve big and small in-
cremental steps. Increasing 
ambitions, in terms of the 
Paris Agreement requires a 
commitment to transform 
the way energy is produced, 
transported, and used glob-
ally; and the experts are of 
the view that natural gas has 
a major role to play in the 
push for energy transition. 
Also because of its versatil-
ity, natural gas, as the clean-
est fossil fuel, has the best 
prospect for synergy with re-
newables, when compared to 
coal and oil.

Although natural gas 
produces less CO2   than 
coal, it still produces car-
bon pollution, and therefore 
slows, but does not solve, 
the climate problem. During 
the dialogue it was stressed 
that to meet targets set in the 
Paris Agreement, natural gas 
should be used in conjunc-
tion with low carbon tech-
nologies and that natural gas 
plants are carbon capture 
ready. 

‘Natural gas has a 
big role to play in 
world’s energy mix’

Global experts examined the future of natural gas in the energy 
mix during an event hosted by the Al-Attiyah Foundation at COP27.
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SHEIKH Khalifa bin Jassim 
Al Thani, Chairman of the Qa-
tar Chamber and the Interna-
tional Chamber of Commerce 
(ICC) Qatar, participated in 
the B20 Indonesia Summit 
2022 and the 178th ICC Ex-
ecutive Board Meeting in his 
capacity as a member of the 
ICC Executive Board. 

The B20 Indonesia Sum-
mit, which took place on the 
13th and 14th of November 
2022, brought together more 
than 1,000 Chief Executive 
Officers (CEOs) from around 
the world, influential business 
and state leaders, and other 
stakeholders from the inter-
national business community 
from across various indus-
tries. 

Held as a sideline event on 
November 15 in Bali, Indone-
sia, the ICC Executive Board 
Meeting was convened to 

gather the governing body that 
is responsible for developing 
and enacting ICC’s strategy, 
policy and programme of ac-
tion, as well as overseeing the 
financial affairs of the world 
business organization.

The B20 is the official G20 
engagement group and the of-
ficial G20 dialogue forum for 
the global business commu-
nity, with a mandate to de-
liver actionable policy recom-
mendations on the priorities 
established by the presidency 
that is aimed to spur eco-
nomic growth and develop-
ment while addressing differ-
ent key global issues, such as 
digitalization, climate action 
and gender-related issues. 
Subsequently, the policy rec-
ommendations are conveyed 
to the G20 Presidency at the 
Summit.

This year, the B20 Summit 
was organized by the Indone-
sian Chamber of Commerce 
and Industry (KADIN Indone-

sia) at the behest of the Gov-
ernment of Indonesia, which 
holds the current G20 Presi-
dency. 

The summit was held un-
der the theme of ‘Advancing 
Innovative, Inclusive and Col-
laborative Growth’ in support 

of the G20 theme of ‘Recover 
Together, Recover Stronger’.

Sheikh Khalifa under-
scored the importance of the 
B20 Summit, as it offers the 
business community an op-
portunity to take part in a dia-
logue directly involved with 

the world’s largest economies. 
The G20 countries are known 
to account for 80% of the 
world’s GDP, 75% of global 
trade, and 60% of the world’s 
population, making their im-
pact on the global economy 
incredibly significant. 

He added that “the themes 
under this year’s presidency 
- innovation, inclusivity and 
collaboration – were able to 
springboard important focus 
areas, ultimately resulting in 
imperative, productive and 
very relevant policy recom-
mendations as well as open-
ing up crucial discussions at a 
high level that reflect the cur-
rent global issues faced by the 
real economy”.

Sheikh Khalifa said, “Cli-
mate change might pose a 
risk on business continuity. 
Due to the rise in multi-stake-
holder interactions concern-
ing climate and the environ-
ment, climate action is being 
realized and actualized across 
the board even more and 
more. At the same time, this 
is evident as global trends are 
witnessing more investments 
in green projects.

“Qatar attaches great im-
portance to renewable and 
clean energy. Recently, in 
October 2022, Qatar inaugu-
rated the Al Kharsaah Solar 
Power Plant (KSPP) on an 
area of 10-square kilometers 
and has more than 1,800,000 
solar panels which aims to 
meet 10% of electricity de-
mand.”

Sheikh Khalifa pointed 
out that innovation is one 
of the key tools to accelerate 
economic growth, affirming 
that Qatar is actively working 
to strengthen its digital infra-
structure to support and build 
a robust digital economy.

In line with the public-pri-
vate partnership discussions 
at the Summit, HE Sheikh 
Khalifa referred to Qatar’s 
Private Public Partnership 
(PPP) law, which was passed 
in 2020, offering numerous 
fiscal and non-fiscal benefits. 
Since the law has come into 
effect, many projects have 
been implemented across 
various economic sectors, 
such as health, education, 
and tourism, facilitated by the 
PPP law.

B20 summit key for business community: QC Chairman 
B20 is the official G20 engagement group & 
dialogue forum for global business community 

Sheikh Khalifa bin Jassim Al Thani participated in the B20 Indonesia 
Summit 2022 and the 178th ICC Executive Board Meeting in Bali. 
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95% less water 
The new commercial indoor 
vertical farm in Qatar will 
deploy AeroFarms’ latest 
generation of proprietary 
growing technology that 
achieves up to 390 times 
greater productivity per square 
meter annually, compared to 
traditional field farming, while 
using up to 95% less water 
and zero pesticides. 

AL-ATTIYAH FOUNDATION AT COP27




