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3  Days to go

Amir, FAther Amir tour QAsr Al hukum

QNA
DOHa

His Highness the Amir of state of Qatar 
sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani and HH 
the Father Amir sheikh Hamad bin Khalifa Al 

Thani toured the Qasr Al Hukum at the Amiri 
Diwan on Wednesday.

During the tour, Their Highnesses listened 
to an explanation about receiving and organ-
izing visits at the Visitor Center in Msheireb, 
and the tour of Qasr Al Hukum in the Amiri 

Diwan, which aims to introduce the history of 
the Amiri Diwan, the march of the rulers of the 
state of Qatar, and the urban characteristics of 
its palaces.

After that, Their Highnesses were briefed 
on the stations included in the palace, and 

they listened to an explanation of each station. 
Their Highnesses also visited the sheikh Ab-
dullah Bin Jassim Al Thani Majlis, which is one 
of the stations of Qasr Al Hukum tour. 

A number of ministers and officials attend-
ed the tour. pAge 16

Qatar welcomes world  
for FiFa World Cup

QNA
DOHa

THE Cabinet has welcomed the leaders of 
fraternal and friendly countries and heads 
of delegations, who will join His Highness 
the Amir of state of Qatar sheikh Tamim bin 
Hamad Al Thani at the opening of the FiFA 
World Cup Qatar 2022 on sunday.

The Cabinet, chaired by Prime Minister 
and Minister of interior HE sheikh Khalid 
bin Khalifa bin Abdulaziz Al Thani, also wel-
comed the international teams and missions 
participating in the tournament.

The Cabinet expressed Qatar’s pride in 
hosting this tournament, the global scale 
it represents, and the high human values it 

symbolises.
The Cabinet stressed that since winning 

the bid to host the World Cup, Qatar has been 
working diligently and confidently to achieve 
an exceptional tournament that possesses all 
the elements for success. pAge 2

Allegations of using migrant 
workers to pose as fans are 
baseless: Nasser Al Khater

QNA
DOHa

FiFA World Cup Qatar 2022 
CEO Nasser Al Khater has de-
nounced allegations by West-
ern media about tournament 
organisers using expatriate 
fans to attend matches in ex-
change for money, as part of 
the systematic smear cam-
paigns that have increased 
in the recent period, with the 
World Cup set to be inaugu-
rated in the next few days. 

Al Khater said that some 
of the reports published by 
English and French news-
papers about hiring migrant 
workers to pose as fans to at-
tend matches are completely 
false and described these al-
legations as a new attempt 
to defame and question the 

ability of Qatar to host the 
FiFA World Cup Qatar 2022.

Al Khater added that since 
Qatar won the honour of 
hosting the FiFA World Cup 
Qatar 2022, there have been 
continuous attempts over 12 
years to defame this tourna-
ment, stressing that Qatar 
will organise an exceptional 
tournament, and this will be 
for everybody to see in a few 
days. pAge 16

nasser Al Khater.

TribuNe News NeTwork
DOHa

QATAr has introduced new 
traffic radars that will monitor 
violations inside moving cars. 
According to the Ministry of in-
terior, the radars have been  in-
stalled all over the country and 
will specifically monitor three 
violations — use of mobile 
phones while driving, failure to 
use seat belts while travelling 
and speeding. 

“Overspeeding, using a mo-
bile phone while driving, and 
failure to wear a seat belt will 
be monitored using specific ra-
dars newly installed on streets 
across the country. Please ad-
here to traffic rules to ensure 
road safety and reduce acci-
dents,” the ministry said.

New radars to catch 
traffic rule violatros



Supreme Committee launches Fan  
Engagement Centre ahead of WC
TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK

DOHA

WITH the first FIFA World 
Cup in Qatar only days away, 
the Supreme Committee for 
Delivery & Legacy (SC) has 
launched the Fan Engage-
ment Centre at the FIFA Fan 
Festival in Al Bidda Park.

Members of the SC’s Fan 
Leader Network attended the 
launch, which included an 
overview of the centre’s oper-
ations and a tour of the FIFA 
Fan Festival.

Located behind the Infor-
mation Desk at the FIFA Fan 
Festival, the Fan Engagement 
Centre will provide basic con-
sular services, support for 
fans who are facilitating fan 
gatherings, walks and per-
formances, as well as serving 
as an outlet for fans to raise 
any concerns in a safe, fan-
focused environment. It will 
also host fan engagement 
activations with tournament 
ambassadors and serve as a 
coordination hub for the SC’s 
Fan Leader Network.

“The Fan Engagement 
Centre will provide fans with 
all the support they need dur-
ing the first FIFA World Cup 
in the Middle East and Arab 
world. It is centrally located at 
the FIFA Fan Festival and will 
help to organise a vast num-

ber of fan activities during the 
tournament,” said Haya Al 
Kuwari, the SC’s Fan Engage-
ment Lead.

“The purpose of the cen-

tre is to support fans and of-
fer advice for anything they 
wish to do in Qatar,” said 
Samantha Sifah, the SC’s Fan 
Engagement Manager. “It 

will provide a safe space for 
any fans who wish to discuss 
something privately while 
also acting as an off-shoot of 
the International Consular 
Services Centre, where fans 
will be able to seek consular 
support directly with embas-
sies and missions. We look 
forward to meeting, welcom-
ing and supporting visiting 
fans from across the globe.”

USA fan Brian Wright, a 
member of the Fan Leader Net-
work, said: “I think it’s great to 
have a facility like this for fans 
to seek information and sup-
port. The Fan Engagement 
team has done an awesome 
job in trying to get everybody 
involved in this tournament. 
I’m sure this facility will be ex-
tremely helpful.”

The Fan Engagement Cen-
tre will be open from 10 AM to 
10 PM, from 19 November to 
18 December.

The first comprehensive 
FIFA World Cup host country 
fan engagement programme 
of its kind, the Fan Leader 
Network is a community of 
more than 400 fan leaders 
and influencers from 60 dif-
ferent countries, who were 
recruited by the SC to contrib-
ute to pre-tournament plan-
ning through fan insight, re-
search, content creation and 
message amplification. 

WC security: Pakistan’s  
‘Tabuk’ arrives in Qatar

The Amiri Naval Forces received Pakistani vessel Tabuk at Umm Al 
Houl Naval Base on Wednesday. Tabuk will join a string of foreign 
vessels that have reached Qatar to help provide security to the 
FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022. Tabuk’s arrival comes within the coop-
eration agreements concluded by Qatar’s Ministry of Defence with 
brotherly and friendly forces to secure the championship.

THE Office of the Shura Coun-
cil on Wednesday denounced 
the Arab Parliament Speak-
er’s refusal to condemn the 
malicious campaigns against 
Qatar hosting the FIFA World 
Cup 2022.

The Speaker’s stance 
is in contrast to the sup-

port shown by a majority of 
Arab Parliament members 
and their agreement to issue 
a statement in this regard.

The Council’s office also 
expressed its utter dissatis-
faction with this unfriendly 
stance that contradicts the 
principles upon which the 
parliament was established, 
and which serves foreign 
agendas that are not in the 

interest of the Arab  
peoples.

In this context, the 
Council’s office applauded 
the stances of several 
regional and international 
parliamentary organizations 
and unions, such as the 
Inter-Parliamentary Union, 
the Parliamentary Union of 
the OIC Member States, and 
the Arab Inter-Parliamentary 
Union, which all came in sup-
port of Qatar’s hosting of the 
tournament.

The Shura Council office 
held the meeting on Wednes-
day under the Chairmanship 
of Speaker of the Shura 
Council HE Hassan bin Abdul-
lah Al Ghanim. — QNA

Shura Council Office slams 
Arab Parliament Speaker’s 

refusal to condemn  
campaign against Qatar WC

QNA
DOHA

THE Cabinet has welcomed 
the leaders of fraternal and 
friendly countries and heads 
of delegations, who will join 
the Amir His Highness Sheikh 
Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani at 
the opening of the FIFA World 
Cup Qatar 2022 on Sunday.

The Cabinet, chaired by 
Prime Minister and Minister 
of Interior HE Sheikh Khalid 
bin Khalifa bin Abdulaziz Al 
Thani, also welcomed the 
world national teams and mis-
sions participating in the tour-
nament.

The Cabinet expressed 
Qatar’s pride in hosting this 
tournament, the global scale 
it represents, and the higher 
human meanings and values it 
symbolises.

The Cabinet stressed that 
since winning the bid to host 
the FIFA World Cup, Qatar 
has been working diligently 
and confidently to achieve an 
exceptional tournament that 
possesses all the elements 
for success and reflects the 
achievements and generosity 
of the Qatari people as well as 
the authenticity, civilization, 
and culture of the Arab world 
and the Middle East region.

The Cabinet wished every-
one to spend days filled with 
excitement and happiness 

during their stay in Qatar with 
the hospitality of its people, 
who will welcome the people 
of the world during this his-
torical event that symbolises 
the spirit of fraternity, cul-
tural communication, and fa-
miliarity among people, which 
leads to deepening the feeling 
of harmony, tolerance, and co-

operation. 
The Cabinet then ap-

proved a draft law on Border 
Measures to Protect Intellec-
tual Property Rights.

The draft law is meant to 
replace Law No 17 of 2011 on 
Border Measures to Protect 
Intellectual Property Rights 
within the framework of up-

dating legislation and keeping 
pace with changes.

The draft law aims to 
strengthen the role of customs 
in combating infringement of 
intellectual property rights by 
stopping clearance procedures 
and releasing imported, ex-
ported, or re-exported goods 
that bear counterfeit trade-

marks or represent copyrights 
plagiarism and contribute to 
combating commercial fraud 
and related money laundering 
crimes.

The Cabinet approved the 
draft decision of the President 
of the National Cyber Security 
Agency (NCSA) to issue the 
organizational structure of the 

agency.
It also approved the draft 

decision of the Minister of En-
dowments and Islamic Affairs 
regarding allocating an an-
nual percentage of the endow-
ment’s revenues for its con-
struction and reconstruction.

This draft decision comes 
within the framework of im-
plementing the provisions of 
Law No 9 of 2021 regarding 
the endowment.

The Cabinet approved a 
draft memorandum of under-
standing for cooperation in 
the field of giftedness and cre-
ativity between the Ministry 
of Education and Higher Edu-
cation in the State of Qatar 
and the King Abdulaziz and 
His Companions Foundation 
for Giftedness and Creativity 
“Mawhiba” in the Kingdom of 
Saudi Arabia.

It also approved a draft 
memorandum of understand-
ing for cooperation in the 
fields of translating and pub-
lishing classics between the 
Ministry of Culture in the 
State of Qatar and the Na-
tional Press and Publication 
Administration in the People’s 
Republic of China.

The Cabinet then followed 
up the arrangements and 
preparations for hosting the 
FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022, 
and took the appropriate deci-
sion in their regard.

Qatar welcomes world to FIFA World Cup
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Prime Minister and Minister of Interior HE Sheikh Khalid bin Khalifa bin Abdulaziz Al Thani chaired the weekly regular meeting of the Cabinet, at 
the Amiri Diwan on Monday.

Cabinet wishes everyone to spend days filled with excitement and happiness during their stay in Qatar with the hospitality of its people



THE EXCITEMENT CONTINUES

From 19 November Till 18 December

AT THE PEARL ISLAND

UNITED DEVELOPMENT CO. Q.P.S.C | UDC Tower, The Pearl Island | P.O.Box: 7256 Doha, Qatar | T: +974 4409 8400 | F: +974 4409 8500 | C.R.No. 22980 | Capital (paid in full) QR 3,540,862,500

Qarnevale Quartier
25 November – 4 December
4 pm – 9 pm 
Qanat Quartier Boardwalk

Embark on a magical journey that brings the charm and 
fanfare of Venice Carnival alive with stunning masquerade 
performances, human statues, and beautiful floating art in the 
picturesque setting of The Pearl Island’s own Little Venice.

Medinafest
19 November – 8 December
3 pm – 11 pm
Medina Centrale

Brimming with international street artists, musicians, dancers, 
acrobats, and other stunning performances inspired by 
European, American, Asian and African heritage, this roaming 
parade will light up The Pearl Island’s vibrant downtown, leaving 
you to catch a good vibe and some memorable photos. 

Arabia Experience
19 November – 18 December
4 pm – 11 pm 
2-6 La Croisette, Porto Arabia

Experience genuine Arabian hospitality and Qatari culture in 
a perfect blend of tradition & modernity, and a snapshot of 
Qatar. Hospitality tents, authentic ‘Made in Qatar’ handmade 
trinkets, henna art, Bukhoor experience (Arabic incense) and a 
photography tent where you can dress in authentic Qatari garb. 

Porto Beat
19 November – 18 December
3 pm – 11 pm
20-22 La Croisette, Porto Arabia

An iconic glowing structure covering more than 2,000 sqm 
in one of the most beautiful waterfront settings at The Pearl 
Island, welcomes you in a celebration of music and special visual 
effects spreading positive vibes. 

 Live Broadcast of the Matches
The Amphitheater
30 La Croisette, Porto Arabia

Football fans from all over the world have the opportunity to 
cheer with the crowds in real-time and experience football 
excitement on the big screen in a unique waterfront setting.
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Khalid Tawalbeh 
Doha

The Tunisian Chargé d’affaires 
to Qatar, he Nehrou elarabi, 
has said that Qatar has made 
great strides in a few years to 
host a unique FIFA World Cup 
Qatar 2022.

“The State of Qatar has 
made great achievements in a 
few years since it was awarded 
the right to organize to FIFA 
World Cup Qatar 2022,” the 
Tunisian envoy told Qatar 
Tribune.

The Tunisian envoy appre-
ciated Qatar’s great role in or-
ganising the first Arab World 
Cup and said. he said Qatar is 
moving steadily from success 
to success and the World Cup 
will not be its last success. “It 
has worked on these big prepa-
rations, we expect a lot from 
Qatar,” he added.

The Chargé d’affaires ex-
pressed his great appreciation 
to the Supreme Committee for 

Delivery and Legacy, which 
supervised the organisation of 
this edition and did a job that 
major countries could not do.

he shed light on the stadi-
ums on which the FIFA World 
Cup Qatar 2022 will be held, 
saying that they are character-
ised by their imitation of Arab 
and Qatari culture, while rely-
ing on advanced technology, to 
form a unique image in terms 
of design and construction as a 
whole.

he also pointed out that 
these stadiums took into ac-
count the legacy that they will 
leave; and that their role will 
not stop with the end of the 
World Cup, but will be used for 
various purposes to serve the 
local and foreign community.

The anvoy expressed his 
pride in Qatar’s giant achieve-
ments, saying that “Since Qatar 
won the right to host the most 
important and largest football 
tournament, the concerned 

authorities have rushed to 
complete stadiums and train-
ing grounds, provide transpor-
tation and accommodation, 
and implement infrastructure 
projects and services at an ac-
celerated pace that exceeded 
schedules despite the difficult 

conditions caused by the COV-
ID-19.

he also spoke about the or-
ganisational aspect that formed 
the approach of the State of Qa-
tar in organising various events 
that served as an opportunity 
to test the readiness of opera-
tional processes and dedicated 
facilities at all levels, such as 
receiving fans, selling tickets, 
transportation, security and 
health protocol.

The Tunisian Chargé 
d’affaires also lauded the or-
ganization strategies and cul-
tural activities.

“The eyes of the world and 
football fans will be directed 
towards the State of Qatar dur-
ing this tournament, which is 
being held for the first time in 
the Arab world and the Mid-
dle east region, and this is a 
source of pride for everyone. 

This tournament is a cup for all 
Arabs,” he added.

Regarding the Tunisian 
participation in this edition, 
he pointed out that the quali-
fication of his country’s na-
tional team came after reach-
ing six previous World Cup 

tournaments, reflecting the 
outstanding level of Tunisian 
football, which is currently go-
ing through its best periods, in 
parallel with the great results 
achieved by the Tunisian na-
tional teams or national clubs 
at the African and Arab level, as 
well as international players in 
the ranks of the national team.

he wished the Tunisian 
national team and the Arab 
national teams’ success and 
going to the furthest possible 
stage in the FIFA World Cup 
Qatar 2022, although the draw 
put them in a strong group 
that includes national teams of 
France, Denmark and Austral-
ia. “We will be among our own 
people, among our own fam-
ily in Qatar. Not only is there a 
sizeable Tunisian community 
in Qatar already, but many fans 
will come for the tournament to 

cheer on the Tunisian national 
team, while also supporting 
all Arab teams and celebrating 
this momentous achievement 
by Qatar,” said Nehrou elarabi.

he added that the Tunisian 
national team, which includes 
professional players who par-
ticipated in the strongest euro-
pean leagues, has ample chanc-
es to reach an advanced stage 
in the FIFA World Cup Qatar 
2022, calling on the Tunisian 
and Arab public as a whole to 
support and encourage the 
“eagles of Carthage” in its own 
way and its own distinctive slo-
gans that motivate players.

he called on all fans to re-
spect the measures and proce-
dures taken by the authorities 
in Qatar, so that these matches 
constitute a great sports event 
in every sense of the word.

The envoy added that his 
country wishes Qatar good and 
success in hosting the World 
Cup, which will be held from 
November 20 to December 18.

he reiterated that the 
World Cup will have the great-
est positive impact on Qatar in 
various fields and it will also 
have an impact on Tunisia eco-
nomically and culturally.

he said the leadership of 
Qatar and its officials have the 
right to be proud of the legacy 
of the World Cup, which will be 
implemented in a transformed 
society, a dynamic economy, 
and infrastructure that will 
serve the future generations. 
The envoy said he is looking 
forward to witnessing a “won-
derful football event”.

Qatar made great strides in few years to 
host a unique World Cup: Tunisian envoy
The World Cup will 
have the greatest 
positive impact on 
Qatar in various fields 
and will also have an 
impact on Tunisia 
economically and 
culturally, says 
Nehrou Elarabi
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Tunisian Chargé d’Affaires to Qatar HE Nehrou Elarabi with Qatar 
Tribune reporter Khalid Tawalbeh during an interview.

We will be among our own people, among 
our own family in Qatar. Not only is there a 
sizeable Tunisian community in Qatar already, 

but many fans will come for the tournament to cheer 
on the Tunisian national team, while also supporting 
all Arab teams and celebrating this momentous 
achievement by Qatar.”
— HE Nehrou Elarabi 

With the big kick-off only days away, FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 organisers have  
released key travel information for fans attending matches.

  Qatar residents should drive to matches
  People who live in Qatar and have access to a car should drive to matches. 
 There is ample free parking within walking distance of all eight stadiums. Local  
 residents are encouraged to drive in order to free up capacity on the Doha Metro  
 and other public transport services for visitors.
  The Doha Metro will be much busier than normal
  The Doha Metro will be extremely busy for extended periods on match days. Long  
 queues are expected outside metro stations across the country. Fans travelling by  
 metro should allow plenty of time to complete their journey. Fans should also note  
 that all metro stations will close daily at 3 AM throughout the tournament.
  Consider using dedicated bus services to reach stadiums
  A range of Stadium Express bus services will be available from central Doha bus  
 hubs and key accommodation sites. These are expected to provide the quickest  
 route to and from matches.
  Travel light where possible on public transport
  As metro and bus services are expected to be busy transporting fans, people with  
 luggage are advised to use taxis or rideshare options. At busy times, you may not  
 be permitted to access the metro with luggage.

Key travel  
iNformatioN for  
ticKet holders



TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

BALADNA, Qatar’s leading 
dairy and beverage brand, has 
announced an exciting new 
event, ‘Baladna Cup’, for Qa-
tar’s football fans in the lead up 
to the FIFA World Cup Qatar. 
The digital experience invites 
football enthusiasts to partici-
pate in a month-long contest to 
play, score, rank teams and win 
amazing prizes.

Created as a fan experience 
and part of Baladna’s festivi-
ties for the duration of the FIFA 
World Cup Qatar 2022, ‘Balad-
na Cup’ celebrates the spirit of 
the game and brings friends and 
families together in an exciting 
ranking competition that is free 
to play. Interested participants 
can register on the official por-
tal and get started. Players then 
compete with others by insert-
ing their prediction scores for 
upcoming World Cup matches 
and answering questions. The 
goal is to collect points and rank 
highest on the dashboard to win 
prizes such as Baladna Park 
vouchers, PS5 games including 
FIFA 22 and iPhone 14 Pro Max 
smartphones. 

Expressing his enthusiasm 
for Baladna Cup, Piet Hilarides, 
Baladna CEO, stated: “This is 
an exciting and momentous 
time for Qatar, with football 
fans coming together both in 
person and in digital spaces, to 

celebrate their love of the game. 
Through Baladna Cup, we want 
to provide an enhanced experi-
ence of camaraderie and com-
petition even to those who will 

not be attending the matches 
in person. We hope people will 
invite friends, family and rival 
team supporters and build this 
online community during the 
FIFA World Cup in Qatar.”

After registration, partici-
pants in Baladna Cup can en-
ter predicted scores, guess the 
winners of the matches, answer 
match-related questions and 
amass total points for correct 
predictions and answers. The 
scores will be updated automati-
cally in real time. The first round 
of winners will be announced 
on December 12, while the win-
ners of the super prizes will be 
announced on December 19 on 
Baladna’s Instagram account. 

To participate go to: https://
baladna-worldcup.tippevent.
de/

Baladna invites football 
fans to join ‘Baladna Cup’
event with exciting prizes

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

THE authentic taste of Beirut 
has arrived in Doha with the 
launch of much-loved Lebanese 
dining institution ‘Barbar’ at the 
Place Vendôme Mall in Lusail.

Following the success of its 
recently open branches in Dubai 
and Saudi Arabia, Barbar has 
arrived in Qatar in partnership 
with premium restaurants op-
erator Lavoya.

Delighting customers for 
more than 40 years in Leba-
non, Barbar started from a small 
Manouche bakery in Hamra 
Street in the heart of Beirut and 
quickly became famous for its 
delicious manakish, shawarma, 
falafel and signature sandwich-
es, including its iconic Francisco 
and Philadelphia. 

Barbar Founder Moham-
mad Al Ghaziri said, “The in-
credible growth our small fam-
ily business has seen since we 

opened more than four decades 
ago has been overwhelming and 
we are very excited to be part of 
Qatar’s expanding food and bev-
erages landscape.”

Lavoya’s Co-Founder and 
CEO Walid Hajj said, “Qatar 
holds huge potential for Barbar. 
There is a large Lebanese com-
munity here in Qatar who will 
relish the opportunity to experi-
ence nostalgic flavours of Beirut. 
In addition, Qataris and other 
expatriates have a growing love 
of Levantine cuisine and will ap-

preciate the taste and quality of 
Barbar produce and the oppor-
tunity to explore an authentic 
taste of Beirut.

“We are also extremely 
pleased to be opening ahead of 
the FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 
as it gives us the chance to intro-
duce this home-grown Middle 
Eastern brand to a huge audi-
ence of international visitors.”

Barbar has also announced 
that it will open a second branch 
in Qatar by end of this year in Al 
Sadd District.

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

CARREFOUR Qatar on 
Wednesday announced its shop-
ping extravaganza, Carrefour 
Friday. Following its yearly suc-
cess, Carrefour has extended the 
duration of this years’ campaign 
until Tuesday, November 29. 

This campaign underlines 
Carrefour Qatar’s commitment 
to delivering exceptional value 
through unrivalled deals. For 
the upcoming holiday season, 

Carrefour Friday Customers will 
have the opportunity to pur-
chase a range of quality items at 

discounted prices through ex-
ceptional promotions.  

These include further dis-
counts, weekly super sales 
across different brands, as well 
as across a wide array of catego-
ries, including groceries, elec-
tronics, home appliances and 
health/beauty products.

Carrefour Friday offers will 
be available both online at www.
carrefourqatar.com and through 
the MAF Carrefour Qatar App, 
as well as across all its stores in 
Qatar.

THE Ministry of Com-
merce and Industry 
(MoCI), in cooperation 
with Al Fardan Automo-
biles, Qatar’s BMW deal-
ership, has announced the 
recall of BMW 740i Saloon 
and 760i xDrive Saloon, 
2022 model, due to a defect 
in the rear axle may cause 
vehicle noise.

The ministry said the 
recall campaign comes 
within the framework of its 
ongoing efforts to protect 
consumers and ensure that 
car dealers follow up on ve-
hicle defects and repairs.

The ministry said that 
it will coordinate with the 
dealer to follow up on the 
maintenance and repair 
works and will commu-
nicate with customers to 
ensure that the necessary 
repairs are carried out. 

The ministry urged all 
customers to report any 
violations to its Consumer 
Protection and Anti-Com-
mercial Fraud Depart-
ment, which processes 
complaints, inquiries and 
suggestions through Call 
Center: 16001, email: 
info@moci.gov.qa (TNN)

Iconic Lebanese eatery 
Barbar arrives in Doha

Carrefour Friday deals are here again

MOCI recalls 
BMW 740i 
Saloon and 
760i xDrive 
Saloon 2022 
model
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GHM celebrates Qatar debut with The Chedi Katara
TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK

DOHA

MANAGED by General Hotel 
Management Ltd. (GHM) and 
developed by the Qatari real es-
tate consortium, Triple A Hold-
ings in partnership with Katara 
Cultural Village, The Chedi Ka-
tara Hotel & Resort has offi-
cially opened its doors to guests 
ahead the highly anticipated 
FIFA World Cup 2022. 

Offering guests a serene es-
cape where cultures blend with 
genuine hospitality, the much-
anticipated GHM property will 
create crafted memories and a 
stay to remember.

The opening of The Chedi 
Katara was marked with a grand 
opening event on Saturday, No-
vember 12, 2022, offering a first 
look at the unique architectural 
elements of the property and 
introducing GHM’s world-class 

services and amenities to Qa-
tar’s elite. 

Located in the heart of Kata-
ra Cultural Village, a 30-minute 
drive from Hamad Internation-
al Airport, The Chedi Katara 
provides its guests with easy ac-
cess to theatres, concert halls, 
exhibition galleries, mosques, 
restaurants, shops, a park and 
an open amphitheatre. 

Mirroring the dynamic 
aspirations of this fascinat-
ing country while honouring 
its storied history as a cultural 
crossroad, the hotel and re-
sort’s artistic sense and lavish 
interior represent a blend of 
Moghul architecture and Otto-
man influence accentuated by 
local hospitality and personal-
ised service.

“We are thrilled to welcome 
guests at GHM’s newest beach-
front landmark, The Chedi Ka-
tara Hotel & Resort, in line with 

the brand’s 30th anniversary 
and ahead of the FIFA World 
Cup 2022,” said Morton John-
ston, general manager at The 
Chedi Katara Hotel & Resort. 

“Located in the heart of The Ka-
tara Village, The Chedi Katara 
is committed to offering Qatar’s 
opulent audience a one-of-a-
kind serene and private escape 
infused with GHM’s world-
class, unparalleled service ex-
cellence and warm Asian hos-
pitality.” 

The Chedi Katara is a 91-
key resort with 59 elegantly 
appointed rooms and suites 
boasting a mesmerising view of 
the Arabian Gulf. The resort is 
also home to 32 villas of varying 
categories, each extending into 
its own private garden with a 
private pool, offering complete 

seclusion and tranquillity in the 
heart of the city. 

The dramatic Hills of Kata-
ra surround the entire property, 
offering exceptional privacy for 
all rooms, suites and villas. 

The Chedi Club offers 
guests, who choose to stay in 
Club Rooms and suites and 
Royal Villa, a host of additional 
exclusive benefits. These in-
clude complimentary, break-
fast and afternoon tea served 
daily, daily laundry service, and 
complimentary use of the board 
meeting room, which includes 
coffee, tea and juices.

Taking a holistic approach to 
wellness, The Spa at The Chedi 
Katara Hotel & Resort adopts 
GHM’s heritage of Eastern phi-
losophies to deliver Asian-in-
spired rituals and wellness treat-
ments originating in the most 
effective principles of aromather-
apy, Ayurveda and herbalism.

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

MATAR, the Qatar Company for Airport 
Operation and Management, on Wednes-
day announced that Hamad International 
Airport (HIA) has been awarded with the 
International Standards Organisation 
ISO 14001 Environmental Management 
certification. 

The achievement of the 
ISO14001:2015 certificate for Hamad 
International Airport from international 
standards body BSI Group marks a key 
milestone in the implementation of MA-
TAR’S long term environmental goals. 

Commenting on the certification, 
HIA’s COO Engineer Badr Mohammed 
Al Meer said, “Sustainability is at the core 
of everything we do at HIA so we are very 
proud to be awarded this international 
accreditation. Over the last few years, we 
have taken significant steps to reduce our 
energy and water demand, reduce waste 
and recycle waste, so this latest achieve-
ment will help to launch our ambition as 
environmental leaders within the aviation 
industry.”

ISO 14001 is the business improve-
ment standard that guides organisations 
in implementing a robust environmental 
management system. 

By achieving the ISO 14001 certifica-
tion, MATAR added another building block 
to their strategy, underlying the organisa-
tion’s goal to remain commercially success-
ful and at the same time driving a responsi-
ble and sustainable environmental agenda.

“Congratulations on the achieve-
ment,” said Theuns Kotze, managing di-
rector, BSI IMETA Region.

BSI Group’s assessment thoroughly 
examined all elements of HIA’s day-to-
day operational activities, including water 
use, energy, emissions and waste man-
agement. 

The certification will further pave the 
way for the roll-out of MATAR’s Environ-
mental management system across its 
airports. Through a key focus on waste re-
duction and recycling, energy and water 
optimisation, and emissions reduction – 
HIA continues to prioritise sustainability 
at the core of its operations. 

Since its inception in 2014, HIA has 
won many accolades and has achieved a 
number of ISO certifications including 
Asset Management, Business Continu-
ity Management and IT Service Man-
agement. MATAR is also accredited by 
Airports Council International as Level 3 
Environmental Management. 

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA 

ELAN Media, Qatar’s leading ad-
vertising company, has completed 
the installation of a 100-unit-strong 
out-of-home and digital out-of-home 
network in Lusail in readiness for the 
country’s hosting of the FIFA World 
Cup 2022. 

The completion of the city-wide 
network represents Qatar’s first fully 
planned network utilising data to op-
timise asset location for optimum ad-
vertising exposure.

The assets, which will bring Lusail 
to life in a blaze of light and colour, 
see 25 LED screens, including the 
Lusail Gateway and the Boulevard, 
dominate the landscape across the 
futuristic city. Other assets installed 
include advertising street furniture 
across Lusail Promenade and around 
the city.

Commenting on the completion, 
Jaber Abdullah Al Ansari, CEO of 
Elan Group, said: “This is a significant 
achievement for Elan Group as we 
succeeded in designing and delivering 
a world-class out-of-home advertis-
ing network within a short time to be 
ready to showcase major internation-
al brands during the FIFA World Cup 
Qatar 2022.”

He added, “This is a one-of-a-kind 
advertising network that will enhance 
the overall out-home advertising of-

fering in Qatar thanks to its unique 
assets that combine the latest tech-
nological innovations with a custom 
design specifically developed to blend 
harmoniously with the modern and 
elegant architectural style of Lusail 
city.”

Engineer Yousef Abu Bakr Al 
Musleh, chief development and asset 
management officer of Qatari Diar, 
said: “Lusail, which hosts the stadium 
where the World Cup final will be 
played, is now ready from an outdoor 
advertising perspective to put brands 
in the global spotlight. This network is 
a key component of our modern city 
and adds a creative dimension to Lu-
sail’s streets and walkways.”

 ELAN Media custom-designed 
the premium digital assets adorning 

the Boulevard and Lusail Gateways 
in partnership with renowned inter-
national design studio Rainlight to 
complement the iconic architectural 
style of Lusail city. ELAN Urban, the 
manufacturing arm of ELAN Group, 
manufactured the assets locally in its 
state-of-the-art factory in the new In-
dustrial Area of Doha, making these 
the first advertising assets planned 
and produced in Qatar.

The network, which will be exclu-
sively operated by ELAN Media, has 
received a highly positive and wel-
coming response from both brands 
and agencies, with most of the brand 
exposure and advertising opportuni-
ties for this year already booked and 
ELAN Media receiving strong de-
mand for 2023.

HIA receives ISO 14001
environmental certification

ELAN Media completes out-of-home 
advertising network in Lusail City
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Tommy Lai, CEO of GHM, with Khalil 
Assaf, COO of Triple A Holding

The Lusail Gateway

Minister inspects Darb Al Saai headquarters

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

MINISTER of Culture and Chairman 
of the Organizing Committee for the 
Qatar National Day 2022 celebra-
tions HE Sheikh Abdulrahman bin 
Hamad Al Thani made an inspection 
tour of the permanent headquarters 
of Darb Al Saai in the Umm Salal 
Mohammed area on Wednesday.

The minister was briefed on the 
readiness of Darb Al Saai to host 
more than 4,500 heritage activities 
and cultural programmes during the 
period from November 25 to Decem-

ber 18, 2022, under the slogan “Our 
Unity is the Source of Our Strength”.

The minister was accompanied 
during the tour by a number of local 
newspaper editors, media profes-
sionals, social media influencers and 
event organisers.

The minister inspected the 
events headquarters at Darb Al 
Saai and briefed the attendees on 
the progress of work to complete 
the various main facilities, public 
and logistical services, and the ease 
of access to the permanent head-
quarters, which extends over an 
area of 150,000 square metres, and 

the final touches are currently be-
ing put in the events arena.

The minister expressed his sat-
isfaction with the progress of the 
work, as well as with the efforts of 
the Organizing Committee for the 
National Day celebrations and the 
Media Committee to show the per-
manent headquarters in the best 
manner to receive citizens, residents 
and visitors to the state during the 
National Day celebrations, prais-
ing the completion of this national 
achievement, which is a heritage and 
cultural legacy for the Qatari society 
and future generations.



SANTHOSH CHANDRAN
DOHA

WITH days to go for the FIFA 
World Cup Qatar 2022 kick-
off, a large number of foreign-
ers and locals have begun to 
flock at Doha’s iconic Corniche 
Street. 

Men, women and chil-
dren can be seen out there in 
strength, enjoying the pleasant 
weather on the waterfront pe-
destrian path which is beauti-
fully illuminated at night.

Raising slogans in favour 
their favourite teams, different 
groups march with musical in-
struments and the flag of Qatar 
in addition to that of the teams 
they support.

Members of a group parad-
ing with Brazilian the flag said: 
“We are always with Brazil. 
We are waiting for the tourna-
ment to begin and will continue 
with the celebrations until the 
final is played. Being involved 
and participating in these cel-
ebrations along with others is a 
once in a life-time opportunity 
for many of us,” an Indonesian 
expatriate said.

A member of a French fam-
ily said, “This is our first time 

in Doha and this is also the 
first time we will be watching 
the FIFA World Cup in per-
son. We are being hosted by a 
friend and will be here in Qatar 
for more than one month. We 
are here not only for the World 
Cup, but also to enjoy the Arab 
culture and tradition.”

Flag Plaza is one of the most 
attractive spots for visitors and 
it may eventually turn out to 
be most posted photo on social 
media pages of those who vis-

ited there, say some. 
An Egyptian expatriate 

said, “I have changed my eve-
ryday jogging to Corniche as 
it fills me with joy. It’s an op-
portunity to meet people from 
around the world who are 
equally happy to be here.”

Fan groups of countries like 
Argentina, England and Ger-
many were also seen celebrat-
ing at the Corniche and voic-
ing support for their favourite 
teams.

QNA
DOHA

AMBASSADOR of the Kingdom of Spain to the 
State of Qatar HE Javier Carbajosa Sanchez has 
praised the great efforts exerted by the State of Qa-
tar to ensure the success of the FIFA World Cup 
Qatar 2022, and to organise a distinguished tour-
nament full of wonderful events.

In an exclusive statement to Qatar News Agen-
cy (QNA), the Spanish Ambassador said, “I have 
no doubt that Qatar will fully deliver, and that we 
will enjoy a stunning World Cup competition. Con-
gratulations to Qatar, and let the games begin!” 

“The FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 is, without 
any doubt, a major sport event, as it is the first edi-
tion to happen in an Arab country. It will draw the 
world’s attention for more than a month and be 
followed live by hundreds of millions of people,” 
HE the Ambassador added.

HE Ambassador Javier Carbajosa Sanchez, on 
his behalf and on behalf of the Spanish commu-
nity living in Qatar, expressed happiness with the 
State’s commitment and its continuous emphasis 
on welcoming all visitors without discrimination, 
stressing: “I would like to share our excitement 
and anticipation to be a part of the celebrations 
surrounding the World Cup in Qatar.”

Festive atmosphere comes alive as 
football fans crowd iconic Corniche

Volunteers eager for action as 
WC 2022 big day approaches

SANTHOSH CHANDRAN
DOHA

WHILE the world waits to hear 
the whistle that kicks off the FIFA 
World Cup Qatar 2022, a host of 
volunteers are equally eager to 
play their role in making the event 
a grand success.

As the celebrations leading up 
to the main event have begun, vol-
unteers, who have received excel-
lent training, are already out there 
at Corniche, Lusail and Aspire 
Zone.

Indian expatriate group, Qa-
tar Chapter of Thrissur Govern-
ment Engineering College (QGET) 
Alumni, which functions under the 
Indian Business and Professionals 
Council (IBPC) under the aegis of 
Indian Embassy and has 30 mem-
bers volunteering for the event, has 
decided to highlight Qatar 2022 by 
celebrating 2022 as the ‘Year of 
Sports & Fitness’. The event seeks 
to promote all sports-related pro-
grammes in Qatar.

An office bearer of the forum 
said, “It is a proud moment for 
us as 30 of our members have got 
selected as 2022 FIFA World Cup 
volunteers for various roles. We 
are looking forward to serve 2022 
FIFA World Cup tournament and 
make it the biggest sporting event 
ever. Our volunteers are assigned 
now to various departments in-
cluding Fan Support, Media Oper-
ations, Spectator Services Support, 
Workforce Operations, Football 
Technology, Hayya Programme, 
Fan Festival Operations and Guest 
Operations.”

QGET, a diversified alumni 
body had received more than 100 
applications for volunteering 30 of 
which passed muster after inter-
view. The group has been involved 
in various activities right from 
its formation on 19th December, 

1991. It has supported a number 
of events organised by the govern-
ment here. QGET volunteers have 
been part of FIFA Club World Cup 
2020, FIFA Arab Cup 2021, Amir 
Cup in 2021 and now 2022 FIFA 
World Cup.

The Government Engineer-

ing College, located at Thrissur in 
Southern Indian State of Kerala, 
is one of the oldest and most pres-
tigious engineering institutes in 
the state and has produced a num-
ber of prominent engineers who 
played significant and productive 
roles in India as well as abroad.

Spanish envoy 
is all praise for 
Qatar’s efforts 
to make WC a 
grand success
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Men, women and children throng the Cornice to enjoy the pleasant 
weather and get a whiff of the Qatar 2022 spirit. (MANJARI SAXSENA)

Ambassador of the Kingdom of Spain to the State of 
Qatar HE Javier Carbajosa Sanchez

QGET volunteers with family members at Aspire. (PHOTOS: HASEEB MAHABOOB)
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Al Subaie inspects new  
cleaning vehicles ahead 
of World Cup Qatar 2022

QNA
Doha

Minister of Municipality He Dr 
Abdullah bin Abdulaziz bin turki Al 
subaie inspected on Wednesday the 
new vehicles and cleaning machin-
ery that joined the ministry’s fleet as 
part of the preparations for the FiFA 
World Cup Qatar 2022.

During the inspection tour, the 
minister was briefed on the readiness 
of the General services Affairs sector 
to perform the required tasks in the 
field of hygiene as well as collecting, 
sorting and recycling waste, which 
contribute to achieving the goals of 
the state of Qatar to organise an en-
vironment-friendly tournament.

the minister also inspected the 
transfer stations at south Doha, 
which was designated for waste gen-
erated from the World Cup activi-
ties. it has a capacity of about 1,300 
tonnes per day, and is equipped with 
a primary sorting system for recycla-
ble materials and directing them to 

recycling plants.
the inspection tour included a 

visit to the mobile station in Al-thu-
mama area, which is designated for 
waste from the World Cup stadium 
974, and Al subaie was briefed on the 
workflow of the station to which the 
waste is transported, compacted and 
then shifted to the Waste treatment 
Center in Mesaieed.

the Ministry of Municipal-
ity has recently strengthened the 
cleaning fleet with 110 new vehicles 
and machineries equipped with the 
latest multi-use technologies for 
cleaning streets, roads and public 
squares, as well as for waste collec-
tion and lifting, automatic sweep-
ing, container washing and spray-
ing and sterilization.

al Khor Park ideal 
entertainment spot
for World Cup fans

QNA
Doha

Al Khor Park, located 55 km from 
Doha and a few km from Al Bayt sta-
dium, one of the venues of the FiFA 
World Cup Qatar 2022, will serve as 
an ideal destination for World Cup fans 
during the tournament.

the park, with an area of about 
240,000 sqm, is one of the most prom-
inent entertainment destinations for 
families in Qatar. it was opened in 1983 
and reopened on February 16, 2020, 
after the completion of its development 
and maintenance project.

the park is characterized by its vast 
bright green areas and large trees such 
as Gum Arabic trees and sidr trees.

it receives more than 500,000 visi-
tors annually and is divided into two 
main parts: the environmental Area, 
which represents about 35 percent of 
the total area of the park, and the rec-
reational Area, which represents 56 
percent of the total area.

the environmental part has a dis-
tinctive zoo with an area of 1335 sqm, 
containing more than 315 animals of 
49 species and families, including lions, 
tigers, black jaguar leopards, cheetahs, 
crocodiles, bears, giraffes, gazelle deer, 
sika deer, African ostriches, Australian 
ostriches, pygmy goats, monkeys, rare 
pygmy monkeys, chimpanzees, rhinoc-
eros, Asian and wild cats, and zebras.

the environmental part also in-
cludes a bird cage, which is one of the 
largest cages, with an area of 11,400 
sqm and a height of 40 m and con-
tains many birds, including parrots, 
peacocks, macaw birds, African casco 
birds, lovebirds, feral pigeons, Amazon 
parrots, flamingos, ibis, white geese, 
white ducks and guinea fowls.

the environmental side of the Al 
Khor Family Park includes a veterinary 

clinic to serve birds and animals, in ad-
dition to an air-conditioned museum, 
with an area of 1,200 sqm, an exhibi-
tion hall, and a lecture hall suitable for 
many and varied purposes.

As for the entertainment service 
part, it contains two children’s play 
areas covered with a rubber floor with 
an area of 4000 sqm suitable for differ-
ent ages. Moreover, the park contains 
an artificial lake with an area of about 
2500 sqm and has an air-conditioned 
covered area, outdoor patios overlook-
ing the lake, waterfalls fountains, and 
a family restaurant that rises about 2 
m above the level of the surrounding 
green areas.

the entertainment part includes a 
160 sqm open roman theatre, which 
is an amphitheatre that can accom-
modate 400 people, with night lights, 
changing rooms and theatre equip-
ment, and a skating area, which is 
dedicated to skating with slopes and 
heights of 3m, located next to the ro-
man theatre.

the entertainment part of Al Khor 
Family Park includes a golf course and 
a basketball court, which are intended 
for different ages and has an area of 
about 2,500 m, and is very popular 
with visitors.

Al Khor Park also includes more 
than 42 species of trees, shrubs and 
different perennial plants, in addition 
to many seasonal flowers, a mosque 
that can accommodate 360 men and 
women, administrative buildings and 
offices for employees, and bathroom 
areas distributed throughout the park, 
as well as 700 parking spaces, 13 park-
ing spaces for people with special needs 
and 6 bus stops. Al Khor Family Park 
is open from 8 am to 10 pm on all days 
of the week for families, except on sun-
days which for everyone. entry ticket 
sales will close at 8 pm.

mowasalat all set to welcome World Cup Qatar 2022 fans
TribuNe News NeTwork

Doha

WitH FiFA World Cup Qa-
tar 2022 just a few days away, 
Mowasalat (Karwa), the na-
tional public transport service 
provider of Qatar, is confident 
about the readiness of the na-
tion’s road transport network 
for the people of Qatar and the 
visiting fans. 

Over the last few years, the 
team of around 18,000 em-
ployees from 90 different na-
tionalities has joined forces to 
prepare one of the biggest and 
the most complex road network 
systems to welcome millions of 
guests for the biggest sporting 
event in the world.

in retrospect, while wel-
coming all football lovers to 
Qatar, Fahad Al Qahtani, CeO 
of Mowasalat, said, “i encour-
age the visiting fans to avail of 
Qatar’s highly developed and 
modern public transport sys-
tem and make it your preferred 
mode of travel. At Mowasalat, 
we started preparing for Qa-
tar2022 years ago, in line with 
the vision of the Ministry of 
transport, to offer our custom-
ers a technologically advanced 
and emission-neutral public 
transport network.”

 “Qatar is the first host 

nation to connect the entire 
country and all the stadiums 
with one of the largest road 
transport networks – a first in 
the tournament’s history. Qa-
tar2022 fans will experience 
a seamless and efficient road 
transport service. By imple-
menting technical innovation 
at every stage, we are ensuring 
that we adapt to the fast-evolv-
ing global transportation sector 
while offering the fans and visi-
tors to Qatar safe and sustain-
able transportation options,” 
added Al Qahtani

4000 buses To TrANsporT fANs
Qatar’s comprehensive 

road transport service provider 
is prepared to serve football 
lovers with 4000 buses and 
lifting capacity of more than 

700 passengers per day to pro-
vide scheduled daily public and 
tournament services for stadi-
ums, fan zones, metro stations, 
airports and other major sites. 
Over three months, the readi-
ness of the entire road trans-
port network for the 3,000 
tournament buses was repeat-
edly tested on the ground by 
mirroring the highest ridership 
days during Qatar2022. 

this entire operation, thus, 
constituted a mammoth and 
intricate operational integra-
tion of over 12,000 bus deploy-
ments, and involved 16,000 
individual driver duties and 
22,000 passengers. the objec-
tive of these test drives was to 
stress test the road network 
with a bus volume comparable 
to the one anticipated during 

the World Cup. the exercise 
also tested the connections 
with the major depots and op-
eration hubs for Qatar2022, 
the efficacy of the last-mile 
support network, as well as the 
management of the pedestrian 
zones. With the deployment 
of such a massive workforce, 
and given the complexity of 
the entire operation, this was 
a first-of-its-kind event in the 
country.

to ensure maximum safety 
for passengers and drivers, 
Mowasalat (Karwa) organ-
ised the first-ever firefighting 
training exercises in Qatar for 
electric vehicles with lithium-
ion batteries. the firefighting 
training exercises significantly 
enhanced the internal capac-
ity of the team to master the 

latest disaster management 
techniques, specifically relat-
ing to possible adversities as-
sociated with electric vehicles. 
in addition to several features 
to enhance safety and optimise 
the operation process, includ-
ing a Bus Operation Center to 
monitor the routes, and a vehi-
cle health tracker to ensure the 
buses are in good condition all 
the times.

900 elecTric buses
Mowasalat (Karwa) has 

also deployed a fleet of 900 
electric buses in line with its vi-
sion of implementing a carbon-
minimum transport network. 
A lot of the electric buses are 
maintained and charged at the 
lusail depot, the world’s larg-
est electric bus charging sta-

tion, and a Guinness record 
holder, with 478 electric charg-
ing points. 

in collaboration with 
Qatar tourism, Mowasalat 
trained the Karwa taxi driv-
ers and Doha limousine 
chauffeurs in over 30 train-
ing workshops, in global best 
transportation practices and 
familiarised them with im-
portant national landmarks 
and places of tourist interest 
to provide world-class public 
transport experience.

rouNd-The-clock cAll ceNTre
to address customer que-

ries and provide regular up-
dates, the Mowasalat (Karwa) 
call centre will be operational 
round-the-clock and provide 
quick assistance to tourists and 
fans. For smooth operations, 
the call centre workforce has 
been increased to avoid any 
lapse in customer service.

Making commuting eas-
ier, each Karwa bus stop is 
equipped with digital route 
maps, which can be easily 
downloaded by scanning the 
Qr code.

Visiting fans can get ac-
quainted with the routes and 
destinations by simply down-
loading the Karwa bus applica-
tion to use the journey planner. 



QNA
Doha

Since winning the bid to host the 2022 FiFA 
World cup, Qatar has constantly mobilised its ef-
forts, employed its experiences and expertise, and 
strengthened its regional and international coop-
eration to secure this global event, making it the 
safest and most secure World cup edition.

The State of Qatar has inspiring experiences, 
wisdom and insight in hosting international mega 
events and activities that require crowd manage-
ment and maximum levels of safety and security 
for participants and visitors from all around the 
world.

Qatar’s recent history includes a long list of 
international events, forums, and mega sports 
events. One of the biggest sports tournaments or-
ganised by Qatar was the 15th Asian Games (XV 
Asiad) which was described as “the games of a life-
time” given the exceptional success in security and 
organisation.

The list goes on to include the 2010 iAAF 
World indoor championships in Athletics, the 
2011 AFc Asian cup, the 2015 World Men’s Hand-
ball championship, and more than 500 other re-
gional and international sports tournaments or-
ganised over the past 15 years.

Qatar’s success in securing sporting events is 
not strange for a country that enjoys political, so-
cial, and economic stability as well as a high level 
of security as affirmed by global indicators that 
classify Qatar as one of the most secure countries 
in the world and rank it among the top in societal 
safety and security on these parameters.

Talking in numbers, according to Global Peace 
index (GPi), Qatar ranked first among the coun-
tries of the Middle east and north Africa (MenA), 
and 23rd globally among 163 countries included 
in the report on the level of security, advancing by 
six places over the previous year, as the safest and 
most secure state.

The Global Peace index report issued by the 
institute for economics and Peace (ieP) in Aus-
tralia is based on three main criteria, including: 
the level of safety and security in society, the ex-
tent of domestic and international conflict, and 

the degree of militarisation. in addition, there is 
a host of other criteria related to the internal and 
external affairs of states.

Qatar has maintained its high rank in several 
security indicators contained in the report, includ-
ing criminality in society, terrorist activity, homi-
cides, safety, and security, organised internal con-
flicts, and terrorism and political stability.

Qatar also ranked first globally, within the 
Arab world, and within the Middle east in the 
Security index for the year 2022, issued by the 
worldwide database (numbeo).

All these indicators affirm that extending 
safety and security is an indispensable priority, a 
consistent approach no matter the circumstances, 
and a right for everyone who lives in this country 
or visits as a guest. Based on that, Qatar has placed 
the safety of all participants of FiFA World cup 
Qatar whether teams, fans, or visitors at the top of 
its main priorities to prepare in advance to secure 
this event and guarantee full readiness on various 
logistical, human, and technical levels.

To achieve maximum safety and security, 
FiFA World cup Qatar 2022 Safety and Security 
Operations committee (SSOc) has launched a 
bundle of plans, programmes, training and quali-
fication workshops, and joint exercises, to raise 
the human cadre capabilities, in implementation 
of the tournament’s security strategy.

Among the training programmes designed 
for governmental and private security, the pro-
gramme on the security and safety of sports fans 
which included several training courses on sta-
dium safety and security, security sense, crowd 
management, human rights, first aid, cooperation 
with the crowd, in addition to the Tournament 
Policies and Procedures programme which cov-
ered facility evacuation simulations and training 
on how to deal with possible scenarios.

These programmes were conducted in cooper-
ation with specialised experts from the european 
Police and europol with 49,000 participants - 
32,000 individuals from government security and 
17,000 individuals from private security.

in november 2021, the SSOc organised the 
‘Watan’ joint exercise to confirm security readi-
ness. The exercise was conducted with the par-
ticipation of all military, civil, organisational, and 
service authorities in the country, each according 
to its competence along with 13 brotherly and 
friendly countries.

The Watan security exercise was the largest 
of its kind in terms of the number of participating 
authorities internally and externally, in addition to 
the evolving of its events to combine security, mili-
tary, organisational, and service aspects. it also 
featured the diversification of its various scenarios 
and gradations based on all kinds of potential in-
ternal and external risks during the tournament’s 
organisation.

At the time of the exercise, the Ministry of in-
terior (MOi) pointed out that the exercise aims to 
enhance close cooperation with the brotherly and 
friendly forces participating in it and to ensure the 
integration of efforts and cooperation to achieve 
the best security experiences in major sporting 
events hosted by the State of Qatar.

The SSOc said that the Watan exercise resem-
bles an integration of the civil and military author-
ities’ roles and that these authorities deliver the 
same message “Qatar is a ready and safe country 
that has harmonious authorities with ready per-
sonnel to organise a safe tournament.” Regarding 
foreign cooperation, the State of Qatar strength-
ened its cooperation with regional and interna-
tional partners. The State of Qatar signed several 
agreements and memoranda of understanding 
with different countries and international or-
ganisations such as (interpol, the international 
centre for Sport Security iScc, The european 
Union Agency for Law enforcement cooperation 
europol) to ensure a smooth exchange of infor-
mation and expertise in the security domains to 
strengthen the security of the tournament and 
leaves a global legacy to be used by countries wish-
ing to host mega sports events.

The Last Mile Security conference, organ-
ised by the SSOc in May 2022, was a testament 
to Qatar’s keenness to follow up the implemen-
tation of security plans and strategies in cooper-
ation with regional and international partners, 
strengthen bilateral cooperation in the security 
field, and to stand on the final required security 
preparations.

The conference also witnessed the signing of 
an agreement between the State of Qatar and the 
international criminal Police Organisation (in-
terpol) to extend cooperation for (Project Stadia), 
which was established by interpol in 2012, with 
funding and support from the State of Qatar, with 
the aim of serving countries wishing to host major 
sporting events. in addition, a joint declaration on 
the international Police cooperation centre also 
was signed between the State of Qatar and a num-
ber of countries participating in the conference.

Qatar has enviable expertise to ensure 
FIFA World Cup is safe, utmost secure

To achieve maximum safety 
and security, FIFA World Cup 
Qatar 2022 Safety and Secu-
rity Operations Committee 
has launched a host of plans, 
programmes, training and 
qualification workshops, and 
joint exercises
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FanFare 
at Souq  
WaqiF
Souq Waqif has 
become a fa-
vourite meeting 
place for FIFA 
World Cup Qatar 
2022 fans 



 QNA
Doha

T
he cruise ship MSC World eu-
ropa (floating hotel) docked 
at Doha Port to offer a unique 
hospitality experience to the 
FIFA World Cup Qatar 

2022 fans.
The 22-deck ship is a 

modern floating hotel and 
it can accommodate 6,700 
World Cup fans. It is de-
signed with the highest 
standards of security 
and safety.

MSC Cruises, 
the owner of the 
floating hotel, an-
nounced on Octo-
ber 31 that it will 
deploy MSC Op-
era as a floating 
hotel in Doha 
to welcome 
the fans of the 
t o u r n a m e n t , 
which is sched-
uled to kick off on 
November 20.

With 2, 626 cab-
ins and 40,000 sqm 
of public space, the ship 
keeps pace with the lat-
est modern standards in 
terms of technology and en-
vironmentally friendly prac-
tices, and is expected to reshape 
the future of cruise ships with its 
experience full of versatile recrea-
tional options. It also features a 104m 
long promenade.

The ship will take its guests on a tour 
in which they will discover different foods 
and drinks from around the world through 
33 restaurants and lounges, each with its 
own character. It will also provide enter-
tainment activities for all ages, including 
3 new concerts, 5 new theater performanc-
es, 4 unique experiences in the “Panorama 

Lounge”, and live performances trave-
ling in various areas on board the 

ship.
The floating hotel 
includes the largest 

children’s area 
compared to 
all the ships of 
the MSC fleet, 
with an in-

ternal area 
of more 

than 

766 square meters, and 7 rooms, each suit-
able for different age groups, from birth to 
17 years old. 

Children and adolescents will enjoy 
various entertainment programs including 
new and old games as well as talents pro-

grams, delivered in facilities equipped 
with the latest technology.

The ship offers 7 swimming 
pools, 13 whirlpools, and the most 

luxurious yacht club, which 
includes public spaces, out-
door areas and new suites. 
It will spend its first year in 
the waters of the Arabian 
Gulf, and in the summer 
of 2023, it will leave the 
region, heading towards 
the Mediterranean.

MSC World europa 
is the first ship in the 
MSC fleet Cruises 
powered by lique-
fied natural gas 
(LNG), one of the 
cleanest fuels in 
the world, which 

is expected to play 
an important role in 

reducing carbon emis-
sions from international 

shipping operations or 
bringing them to zero, and 

already contribute to the re-
moval of emissions of local air 

pollutants such as sulfur oxides 
and reduce Nitrogen oxides by up 

to 85 percent.
LNG also plays a prominent role 

in reducing climate change by reducing 
carbon dioxide emissions by 25 percent 

and paving the way for the development of 
sustainable non-fossil fuels such as green 
hydrogen. The ship will include a fuel cell 
display that will test the technology’s ef-
ficiency in generating heat and electricity 
with more than 30 percent efficiency than 
liquefied natural gas engines.

The ship is also equipped with selec-
tive catalytic reduction, port-supplied 
power supply, and advanced wastewater 
treatment systems that meet the high-
est regulatory requirements in the world, 
including the so-called Baltic Standard, 
the strictest standard for the disposal of 
wastewater at sea.

It also includes a system to reduce the 
impact of underwater sound to a mini-
mum, and reduce the potential impact on 
marine mammals in the surrounding wa-
ters, in addition to providing the ship with 
devices and systems to rationalize and op-
timize energy. 

Floating hotel:  
the luxury oF 
cruise vessel 

MSC World Europa, the first of the three cruise ships that will serve as 
floating hotels for the FIFA World Cup, has reached Qatar. A brand new 
vessel with ground-breaking design and technology, the luxury ship 
will moor at the Grand Terminal in Doha, where it will be used as a 
floating hotel from November 19 to December 19 for the fans

It has 22 decks and can 
house over 6,700 fans

The vessel boasts a  
104-metre promenade

The ship has seven swimming 
pools

Features an impressive line-up of 33 global restau-
rants and lounges

TribuNe News NeTwork
Doha

QATAr Tourism (QT) has an-
nounced the launch of West 
Bay Beach, B12 Beach Blub, 
and Doha Sands, three new 
family-friendly beach clubs 
ideally located in the heart of 
Doha overlooking Qatar’s nat-
urally beautiful coastline. 

The beaches were officially 
inaugurated on Wednesday, 
November 16, at a stylish sun-
set opening ceremony that 
saw the honourable presence 
of a selection of VIP guests, 
including Chairman of Qatar 
Tourism and Qatar Airways 
Group Chief executive Akbar 
Al Baker and Chief Operating 
Officer of hamad Internation-
al Airport eng Badr Al Meer. 

With a host of amenities 
at each beach including, a 
volleyball court, a purpose-
built fan zone and a delectable 
food court at West Bay Beach; 
600 sun loungers, water sport 

activities, versatile all-day 
dining and a children’s play-
ground in B12 Beach Club; 
lastly 1,000 sun loungers, 
a concert stage and quick-
service food outlets at Doha 

Sands. 
Offering unforgettable 

experiences,  the three new 
beaches are primed to be some 
of the city’s most sought-af-
ter destinations for families 

and tourists during the FIFA 
World Cup Qatar 2022™ and 
beyond.  West Bay Beach, B12 
Beach Club and Doha Sands 
additionally position Doha as 
a unique and desirable capital 

city with so many beach des-
tination options at convenient 
and easily accessible loca-
tions. 

Commenting on the open-
ing, Baker said, “At Qatar 
Tourism we continue to ex-
pand our offerings to cater to 
every kind of traveller, at eve-
ry kind of budget. As the coun-
try strives to welcome six mil-
lion visitors a year by 2030, 
strong additions such as this, 
show the world that everyone 
is welcome in Qatar.”

The newly inaugurated 
beaches fall under Qatar Tour-
ism’s West Bay Beach Project, 
which sees an extensive new 
development in the heart of 
Doha covering 40,000 square 
metres of premium beach-
front.

three new beaches open days ahead of World cup
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West Bay Beach, B12 Beach Club and Doha Sands offer an affordable, family-friendly beach club experience for Doha’s sun and sea enthusiasts 



QatarEnergy makes 
largest ever investment 
in petrochemical sector

Tribune news neTwork
Doha

QIIB concluded its campaign 
for the FIFA World Cup Qatar 
2022 in partnership with Visa, 
by announcing the latest list of 
winning customers, which was 
launched by the bank on Sep-
tember 1, 2022, and lasted un-
til October 30.

The campaign allowed as 
many as 34 Visa credit/debit 
card holders to win tickets to 
attend one of the matches of 
the FIFA World Cup Qatar 
2022.

The last list included 17 
winners from the bank’s cus-
tomers, each of whom received 
two tickets to attend one of the 
matches in different rounds 
of the tournament, including 
the group league, the opening 
match, the round of 16, the 
quarter-finals, and the final.

The campaign reflects QI-
IB’s continuous commitment 
to rewarding its customers and 
offering them the best benefits. 
And one way to honour QIIB 
customers is by providing them 
the opportunity to attend the 
World Cup matches and cheer 
for their favourite team during 
such an exceptional event.

Under the campaign, all 
QIIB visa credit/debit card-

holders have the chance to win 
once they use their cards inside 
or outside Qatar during the 
campaign period.

Any transaction of the val-
ue of QR100 is considered as 
one chance to win. However, 
customers with the highest 
numbers of transactions dur-
ing the specified period will 
win, provided that their total 
spending during the period of 
the campaign is not less than 
QR5,000.

QIIB visa cards provide a 
unique added value to custom-
ers, with payment features and 
solutions that keep pace with 
the best international stand-
ards and are accepted both lo-
cally and abroad, in addition to 
contactless solutions.

All cardholders will also get 
the chance to win QIIB points 
from purchases using credit 
cards and discounts from local 
and international partners.

It is worth noting that QIIB 
is one of the leading Islamic 
banks locally and regionally 
and has a long history of sup-
porting sports.

The bank has also made 
great efforts in serving Qatar’s 
community through its contri-
butions in supporting activi-
ties, including sports and com-
munity initiatives.

Masraf Al Rayan 
shareholders 
endorse OGM, 
EGM agenda items

Tribune news neTwork
Doha

MASRAF Al Rayan held the Or-
dinary General Meeting (OGM) 
and the Extraordinary General 
Meeting (EGM) of shareholders 
on Wednesday.

At the OGM, the sharehold-
ers discussed and adopted the 
amendments to the approved 
board nomination and elec-
tion policy as presented at 
the meeting. The policy was 
amended to comply with the 
applicable corporate govern-
ance laws and regulations, par-
ticularly Qatar Central Bank’s 
Circular No. (25) of 2022 on 
the governance of banks, based 
on which the next board elec-
tions will take place.

At the EGM, the sharehold-
ers approved the proposed 
amendments to the Articles of 
Association of the Bank (AoA) 
to comply with the require-
ments of Qatar Central Bank’s 
Circular No (25) of 2022 on the 
governance of banks.

The shareholders author-
ised the chairman of the board, 
vice chairman, and/or another 
board delegate to complete the 
necessary formalities in respect 
of the amended AoA subject to 
necessary regulatory approvals.

The AGM and EGM were 

held electronically through the 
Zoom platform and were at-
tended by Masraf Al Rayan 
shareholders, regulators, board 
members, management,  and 
staff.

Tribune news neTwork
Doha

QNB Group, the largest finan-
cial institution in the Middle 
East and Africa, continues to 
promote the national tourism 
industry and is proud to be 
part of the successful launch 
of operations of the Lusail 
Winter Wonderland, the lat-
est entertainment destination 
in Qatar.

In the implementation of 
its vision to support Qatar’s 
tourism sector, QNB as one 
of the main founders of Lu-
sail Winter Wonderland has 
played a major role in financ-
ing a part of the landmark 
project, while it continues to 
build a market-leading posi-
tion, developing its brand in-
ternationally and strengthen 
its presence as the bank of 
choice.

As a vital pillar of its strat-
egy, tourism- a key driver of 
socio-economic growth in the 
country- has always been at 
the heart of the Group’s vision 
for growth and development.

The world-class project 

is led by Estithmar Holding, 
IMG, in collaboration with 
Qatar Tourism Authority and 
Qatari Diar.

Al Maha’s key attraction, 
Lusail Winter Wonderland, 
is managed by IMG, a global 
leader in events and media 
and the producer and opera-
tor of London’s famous Hyde 
Park Winter Wonderland.

Lusail Winter Wonder 
Land is a 93,000-m2 theme 

park that will have something 
for everyone. The park will 
host 50 amusement rides in-
cluding 10 thrill rides with 
a 395-roller coaster, and 25 
family rides with a giant 150 
ft. Ferris wheel, and 15 chil-
dren’s rides.

QNB Group actively par-
ticipates in promoting lo-
cal communities and social 
inclusion using the positive 
values of sport, culture, and 

tourism to connect genera-
tions and strengthen Qatari 
deeply rooted customs, tradi-
tions, and fundamental prin-
ciples.

QNB Group Communica-
tions General Manager Heba 
Ali Al Tamimi said, “We are 
proud to be one of the found-
ing partners of the Lusail Win-
ter Wonderland project in line 
with the Group’s strategy to 
support various sectors in the 
country, especially the tourism 
sector, in a way to put Qatar on 
the global tourism map.”

“The bank aims to promote 
Qatari tourism and benefit 
from the assets that Qatar pos-
sesses, in addition to the infra-
structure that the country has 
successfully put in place, as 
part of its journey of prepara-
tions to host the World Cup in 
Qatar,” she said.

Tamimi also highlighted 
the bank’s role in supporting 
and developing the national 
tourism sector and invest-
ment opportunities, especially 
for entrepreneurs and Qatari 
owners of small and medium 
enterprises (SMEs).

QNB a founding partner of 
Lusail Winter Wonderland

Tribune news neTwork
Doha

QATARENERGy and Chev-
ron Phillips Chemical Com-
pany (CPChem) announced 
that they have taken a Final 
Investment Decision (FID) on 
the Golden Triangle Polymers 
Plant, an $8.5 billion world-
scale integrated polymers fa-
cility in the Texas Gulf Coast 
area in the United States of 
America.

Located about 180 kilom-
eters east of Houston, the plant 
will include an ethylene cracker 
unit with a capacity of 2.08 mil-
lion tonnes per annum, making 
it the largest in the world, and 
two high-density polyethylene 
units with a combined capacity 
of 2 million tonnes per annum, 
also making them the largest 
derivatives units of their kind in 
the world. 

Construction of the plant 
will begin immediately, with 
an expected startup date in 
2026.

The plant will be owned 
by Golden Triangle Polymers 
Company, a joint venture in 
which QatarEnergy holds a 49 
percent equity interest with 51 
percent held by CPChem.

Commenting on the FID, 
the Minister of State for Energy 
Affairs and the President and 
CEO of QatarEnergy HE Saad 
Sherida Al Kaabi said, “We are 
excited to announce taking the 
FID on our largest petrochemi-
cal investment ever, highlight-
ing QatarEnergy’s integrated 
position as a major player in 
the LNG and international ex-
ploration sectors, as well as 
being a global petrochemicals 
producer.”

In addition to complement-
ing QatarEnergy’s growing in-
ternational portfolio, including  
in the United States, this im-
portant project will help meet 
the growing global demand for 
polymers. It also represents 
a major step in the imple-
mentation of our downstream 
strategy and the next phase of 

QatarEnergy’s growth, which 
includes major investments in 
ethylene, ethylene derivatives, 
and polymers in general.”

The project, expected to 
create more than 500 full-time 
jobs and approximately 4,500 
construction jobs, is QatarEn-
ergy’s second largest invest-
ment in the US after the $11 
billion investment (100 percent 
basis) in the Golden Pass LNG 
production and export facility, 
which is currently under con-
struction and is expected to 
start up in late 2024.

Kaabi said, “When added 
to our existing production in 
Qatar, this new investment will 
place QatarEnergy amongst 
the largest petrochemical pro-
ducers in the world. It will 
also significantly expand our 
footprint in the United States, 
contributing substantially to 
the communities of the Golden 
Triangle region of Texas by 
generating an estimated $50 
billion of net economic impact 
over 20 years.”

Once operational, the plant 

will produce polyethylene, 
which is used in the production 
of durable goods like pipe for 
natural gas and water delivery 
and recreational products such 
as kayaks and coolers.

It is also used in essential 
packaging applications to pro-
tect and preserve food, helping 
prevent it from going to land-
fills and keep medical supplies 
sterile. The polyethylene pro-
duced by the project will be 
sold primarily to Asia, Europe, 
and Latin America.

Kaabi said, “This new joint 
venture builds on our long-
term and successful partner-
ship with Chevron Phillips 
Chemical and we look forward 
to furthering collaborations in 
the future.”

CPChem President and 
CEO Bruce Chinn said, “Chev-
ron Phillips Chemical and Qa-
tarEnergy have collaborated 
for over 20 years on the assets 
we operate together in Qatar. 
We have a great relationship 
and a proven track record of 
operating these facilities safely 

and reliably. Our products 
make life better for billions of 
people every day, and they are 
part of a lower-carbon future. 
This facility will help meet the 
growing demand for our prod-
ucts and improve the quality 
of life for the world’s growing 
global population.”

The project enjoys special 
environmental and sustain-
ability attributes that would be 
reflected in about 25 percent 
lower greenhouse gas emis-
sions than similar facilities in 
the United States and Europe.

CPChem will manage en-
gineering, procurement, and 
construction for the project, 
which will be undertaken by a 
number of joint ventures and 
contractors including Zachry 
Industrial, T.EN Stone & We-
ber Process Technology, PCL 
Industrial Construction., JGC 
America, Kiewit Energy Group, 
Burns & McDonnell Engineer-
ing Company, Emerson Pro-
cess Management, and WT By-
ler. CPChem will also operate 
the facility after start-up.
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Minister of State for Energy Affairs and the President and CEO of QatarEnergy HE Saad Sherida Al Kaabi with 
senior officials of QatarEnergy and Chevron Phillips Chemical Company. 

QatarEnergy takes final investment decision on the largest integrated polymers facility in world

Masraf Al Rayan Chairman  
HE Sheikh Mohammed bin 
Hamad bin Qassim Al Thani

Masraf Al Rayan Group CEO Fahad 
Bin Abdulla Al Khalifa 

QIIB concludes FIFA 
World Cup campaign, 
announces latest list 
of WC ticket winners

Lusail Winter Wonder Land is a 93,000-m2 theme park that will 
have something for everyone.



SATYENDRA PATHAK 
DOHA 

A
S Qatar is gearing up for the 
FIFA World Cup 2022, the 
leading retailer LuLu Hyper-
market Group has opened its 
20th hypermarket in the coun-

try located at Giardino, The Pearl Is-
land, in Doha. 

Reaffirming its strong presence 
in the region, the new hypermar-
ket brings to the shoppers all the 
conveniences that the Group’s hy-
permarket chain features such as 
an abundant range of fresh fruits, 
vegetables, meat, and seafood from 
around the world. An in-house bak-
ery serves up fresh-baked bread and 
cakes, and there are shopping op-
tions that tap into new award-win-
ning trends. 

The two-level, 150,000-square-
foot store with state-of-the-art 
amenities was inaugurated yester-
day in the presence of LuLu Group 
Chairman and Managing Director 
Yusuff Ali MA and Dr Mohamed Al-
thaf, Director of LuLu Group Qatar.

The inaugural ceremony was also 
attended by other eminent digni-
taries including Sheikh Hassan bin 
Khaled Al Thani, UDC Chairman 
Turki bin Mohammed Al Khater, 
UDC President & CEO Ibrahim Jas-
sim Al Othman, Sheikh Mohamed 
bin Ahmed MA Al Thani, Hussain 
Ibrahm Alfardan, Fahad Alfardan, 
Fardan Al Fardan, Hussain Al-
Baker, Commercial Bank of Qatar 
Group CEO Joseph Abraham, am-
bassadors representing India, Spain, 
Sri Lanka, South Africa, Indonesia, 
Thailand, Panama and Georgia, and 
a senior commercial officer from the 
US Embassy.

The hypermarket includes Lu-
Lu’s celebrated Planet Y which 
showcases a wide selection of plant-
based meat substitutes and foods, 
special organic and superfood selec-
tions, an extensive ‘free-from’ range, 
and a zero-waste refill station where 
eco-conscious shoppers can refill 
reusable containers with dry goods 
including pasta, grains, and other 
items.

The store also includes popu-
lar LuLu shopping stations such 
as LuLu Fashion, the electronics 
section LuLu Connect, EyeXpress, 
the beauty, and cosmetics division 
BLSH, and an extensive section 
dedicated to the latest IoT appli-
ances and electronics. Customers 
will find commuting easy with 500 
parking spaces at their disposal and 
self-check-out and green check-out 
counters in-store. Lulu is committed 

to delivering the same level of excel-
lence in customer service and quality 
to our valued customers in this new 
hypermarket as well.

For shoppers’ convenience, the 
mall itself has a choice of amenities 
such as ATM counters, food courts, 
money exchange, pharmacy, and 
beauty salon. They have also made 
available services like wheelchairs, 
sitting areas, gift wrapping, etc.

As an initiative towards sustaina-
bility, the new store is also equipped 
with a reverse vending machine for 
recycling plastic bottles, etc.

Talking to Qatar Tribune on the 
sidelines of the inaugural ceremony, 
LuLu Group Chairman and Manag-
ing Director Yusuff Ali MA said, “We 
are very happy to inaugurate our 
flagship hypermarket at the Pearl 
Qatar and we are thankful to the au-
thorities at the Pearl for shortlisting 
us to open this kind of hypermarket 
at the Pearl. We are also than the top 
leadership of Qatar for their open-
hearted support to the Lulu Group.”

“Zillions of fans from across the 
world will visit Qatar during the 
World Cup and we expect many of 
them to visit this outlet as the Pearl 
Qatar is one of the prime destina-
tions in Qatar. We are fully prepared 
to serve the fans,” the chairman said. 

Lulu Group International Direc-
tor Dr. Mohamed Althaf, several ini-
tiatives like smart technology have 
been taken to make the shopping ex-
perience smoother for visitors.

From self-checkouts to a new 
system to ensure no waiting and has-
sle-free checkout, he said, the new 
hypermarket will cater to residents 
and fans from all across the world. 

It will have a zero waste refill 
station where shoppers can refill 
reusable containers with dry goods 
including pasta, grains, and other 
items.

It has a vegan and vegetarian sec-
tion under the name ‘Planet-Y’ offer-
ing plant-based meat alternatives.

A section is set apart for vegan, 
organic, keto-friendly, superfood, 
gluten-free, protein, dairy-free, un-
der 100 calories, and no added sugar 
items.

It will have a sushi station with a 
trained sushi chef freshly made maki 
rolls and sashimi, a Kimchi station 
with all ranges, and a juice station 
with all varieties of freshly made 
juices.

The superfood pantry will stock 
affordable superfood items includ-
ing acai, quinoa, and goji berries.

A vast area of the hypermarket is 
dedicated to the fresh market pro-
duce section.

LULU OPENS NEW  
HYPERMARKET AT  
THE PEARL AHEAD  
OF FIFA WORLD CUP
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 PLANET Y:
LuLu is the first retailer to open a vegan hypermarket 

destination with a service counter entirely dedicated to 
plant-based products with meat-free options and meat-free 
butchery.

ZERO-WASTE REFILL CENTER:
Two aisles in the store are completely dedicated to 

refills where shoppers can buy refillable containers, use a 
paper bag or bring their own container.

Customers can refill the products such as tea, cereals, 
pasta, and other essentials. This initiative will encourage 
reducing and recycling. Major brands such as 24 Matra, 
Organic Tattva, Agrofino, Somerset, White’s, and Pasta Tos-
cana are currently available in the refill aisles.

SUPER FOOD PANTRY:
Nutritious food doesn’t have to be expensive. The dedi-

cated pantry is an affordable everyday superfood aisle.
FREE FROM WORRIES:
Free from sugar, preservatives, and other additives, the 

Free From area offers the very best products sourced from 
around the globe. You can also find items for specific diets 
here including keto, gluten-free, vegan, and more.

THE INTERNET OF THINGS:
LuLu, The Pearl Island is your go-to for smart home 

accessories. A Smart Home means a smarter and more 
comfortable lifestyle. And to help update, upgrade and get 
your fridge to tell you when you need to stock up on ingre-
dients or your home to be an energy-saving zone, or even 

if you want a security grid with CCTV on your mobile phone 
– the IoT options can be explored in the “Thing”, LuLu’s 
2000 square feet IoT department. The new store has a 
department dedicated to the Internet of Things and Smart 
home devices that will demystify the internet of things in 
the concept of smart home”.

CELEBRATING WORLD FOODS:
As with all LuLu Hypermarkets, the Pearl Island Hyper-

market will also have the tastiest and most authentic World 
Gourmet Foods. This includes our first sushi ranges and a 
dedicated kimchi selection.

ALL OUR FAVOURITE THINGS:
Artisanal bread and custom-made cakes in the in-store 

bakery, the largest fresh produce space, a delicatessen 
with global cold cuts, condiments and cheeses, state-of-the-
art seafood (a destination for the pescatarians!) and meat 
chillers and display areas – you will be spoilt for choice.

VALUE-FOR-MONEY LULU FASHION BRANDS:
The popular brand, the Eyexpress eyewear brand that 

brings swag to your vision, and BLSH, the high-quality 
cosmetics range will all be available to pump up your style 
quotient.

A CONNECTION TO DIGITAL PROGRESS:
Digital accessories like laptops, smartphones, HD 

televisions, smart home appliances, and more for a well-
connected life have never been more important. All these 
will be found in LuLu Connect, the branded digital market-
place of the hypermarket.

LULU HYPERMARKET, GIARDINO,  
THE PEARL ISLAND

The hypermarket includes LuLu’s celebrated Planet Y which showcases a 
wide selection of plant-based meat substitutes and foods, special organic 
and superfood selections, an extensive ‘free-from’ range, and a zero-waste 
refill station where eco-conscious shoppers can refill reusable containers 
with dry goods including pasta, grains, and other items.LuLu Group Chairman and Managing Director Yusuff Ali MA and other dignitaries at the opening of LuLu 

Hypermarket located at Giardino, The Pearl Island, in Doha.  



TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

THE members of the United 
Nations Conference on Trade 
and Development (UNCTAD) 
has chosen Kassem Al Dar-
wish Fakhro, Commercial At-
taché at Qatar’s bureau to the 
World Trade Organization 
(WTO) and other economic 
organizations in Geneva, as 
the Vice-Chair of the Invest-
ment, Enterprise, and Devel-
opment Commission. He was 
chosen at the 13th session 
held from November 14-18, 
2022.

Entrusting Qatar for this 
position comes in light of the 
great interest it attaches to de-
veloping investment policies, 
to achieve its development 
goals in accordance with the 
Qatar National Vision 2030.

The Commission provides 
the opportunity to discuss key 
and emerging issues in the 
area of investment and enter-
prise and their implications 
for sustainable development, 
as well as policy solutions. 

Discussions focus on ways 
to mobilize public and pri-
vate financing for investment 
in achieving the SDGs. Addi-
tionally, the best performing 
IPAs receive awards for their 
exceptional achievements in 
promoting and facilitating 

sustainable investment in ag-
ribusiness. 

The Commission also looks 
into ways to capitalize on the 
effect of new technologies in 
formulating science, technol-
ogy, and innovation policies 
for sustainable development, 
as well as the challenges facing 
developing countries in this 
field and potential solutions. 
Special emphasis is placed on 
technologies in the fields of en-
ergy and agriculture.

Established in 1964, UNC-
TAD seeks to promote devel-
opment in developing coun-
tries, and to facilitate the 
integration of their economies 
into the global 

one. 
Moreover, UNCTAD works 

on developing ideas and poli-
cies in this field.

The State of Qatar chaired 
UNCTAD during 2012-2016, 
and hosted the 13th session of 
the United Nations Conference 
on Trade and Development 
(UNCTAD 13), convened in 
Doha in 2012. 

The Doha Manar and Doha 
Mandate documents, adopted 
during UNCTAD 13, represent 
significant achievements, as 
they underscore the impor-
tance of development, and 
point out the concerns of de-
veloping countries in interna-
tional trade.

Qatar envoy chosen 
as UNCTAD vice-chair
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MARKING a historic mile-
stone for the State of Qatar’s 
energy industry, QatarEnergy 
and Qatargas celebrated the 
safe and successful loading 
of the 30,000th Ship from 
Qatargas-operated terminals 
in Ras Laffan Port. The LNG 
cargo was loaded on board the 
Qatargas-chartered Q-Max 
LNG carrier “Mekaines.” 

HE Saad Sherida Al-Kaabi, 
the Minister of State for En-
ergy Affairs and the President 
and CEO of QatarEnergy, 
said, “30,000 ship-loadings 
from Ras Laffan Port is cer-
tainly a historic achievement 
for Qatargas and Ras Laffan 
Port, as well as for Qatar’s en-
ergy industry. It once again 
demonstrates the State of Qa-
tar’s ability to supply cleaner 
energy to all four corners of 
the globe safely, reliably, and 
on time.  As the developer of 
the world’s largest port facility 
for LNG and other associated 
products such as LPG, GTL 
products, condensate, refinery 
products and sulfur, QatarEn-
ergy is keen to maintain Qa-
targas Ras Laffan Terminals’ 
position as a premier export 
facility for cleaner energy. 

 “This is highly significant 
as we embark on a massive ex-
pansion of the North Field to 
increase Qatar’s LNG produc-
tion capacity from the current 
77 million to 126 million tons 
per annum, and the respective 
increase in the export volume 
of various associated and re-
fined products.”

He concluded his remarks 
by thanking Sheikh Khalid 
bin Khalifa Al Thani, Chief 

Executive Officer of Qatargas, 
and the company’s leadership 

and staff for their dedication, 
commitment, and unique ex-

pertise that have led to this 
landmark achievement, which 

is added to the long history of 
Qatargas accomplishments.

The milestone was marked 
by a special ceremony, at Ras 
Laffan Industrial City, at-
tended by senior officials from 
QatarEnergy, Qatargas, and 
Nakilat. 

With growing demand 
for the vast array of products 
produced in RLIC, Qatargas 
Terminals are poised to en-
sure that these products are 
reliably and safely loaded. 
Qatargas Terminals are en-
trusted to handle approxi-
mately three million barrels 
of oil equivalent of both LNG 
and non-LNG products every 
single day.

Qatargas Terminals at Ras 
Laffan Industrial City com-
menced operations in 1996. 
The Port and its berth facilities 
have increased significantly 
over time to cater to exports 
of the new and expanded in-
dustries. With six operational 
LNG berths, the Ras Laffan 
Port is the world’s premier 
LNG exporting facility and the 
only gateway for Qatar’s LNG 
to reach its global customers. 
It also has seven berths for 
loading non-LNG products, a 
sulfur loading facility, and two 
offshore single point mooring 
buoys (SPM) for loading con-
densate. The Port provides an 
essential strategic link in the 
chain connecting gas produc-
tion derived from the North 
Field with the LNG end users.

Qatargas, the World’s 
Premier LNG Company that 
operates the terminal, has a 
current LNG production ca-
pacity of 77 million tonnes 
per annum (Mtpa); and man-
ages the export of products 
amounting to an oil equiva-
lent of one million barrels per 
day.

QatarEnergy, Qatargas mark 30,000th successful ship loading from Ras Laffan
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VODAFONE Qatar has part-
nered with Mowasalat, the of-
ficial transportation company 
in Qatar, to launch a public 
Wi-Fi service for passengers 
on buses and taxis across the 
country. The service will enable 
residents, visitors and fans to 
stay connected via Vodafone’s 
reliable network while on the 
move, throughout events tak-
ing place in Qatar until the end 
of this year.

The new Wi-Fi service will 
provide seamless internet ac-
cess to customers using over 
4000 buses and 1000 taxis in 
Qatar, delivering an uninter-
rupted connectivity experience 
to the public. Passengers using 
a Mowasalat bus or taxi will be 
able to use the Wi-Fi service 
whether they are residents or 
visitors in Qatar. This service 
will be available for free for 
visiting fans during this year’s 
event. 

Vodafone Qatar Enterprise 
Business Unit Director, Mah-
day Saad Al-Hebabi, said: “Mo-
wasalat’s buses and taxis are 
an established mean of public 
transportation in Qatar, and 
they have been our partner for 
over 10 years as they benefit 
from a range of Vodafone Qa-
tar Business services. We are 
proud to be Mowasalat’s part-
ner of choice in adding Wi-Fi 
access to their buses and taxis 
during this historic, important 
and exciting time for our coun-
try.”

This strategic partnership 
is a testament to a strong col-
laboration to deliver a world-
class digital experience from 
Vodafone Qatar in line with 

Qatar National Vision 2030.
Ahmed Al Muftah, the 

CAO of Mowasalat (Karwa), 
said, “Our partnership with 
Vodafone Qatar enables us to 
offer passengers onboard our 

Karwa taxis, Doha Limousines 
and buses free Wi-Fi access to 
stay connected with the world. 
At Mowasalat, we have always 
been keen and proactive adop-
ters of technological solutions 

to enhance our customer’s 
travel experience. With high-
speed internet on board in all 
our vehicles, we aim to make 
every ride with Karwa con-
nected, comfortable and enjoy-
able”. 

Vodafone Qatar continues 
its contribution in the public 
transport industry by expand-
ing its services across all public 
transport platforms. In 2020, 
Vodafone Qatar partnered with 
Qatar Rail (QRail) to install 
a public Wi-Fi service on the 
Doha Metro Red, Green and 
Gold Lines, and provides pas-
sengers with internet access in 
all stations and on board the 
trains. 

Vodafone Qatar promises 
all passengers on public trans-
port a seamless connectivity 
and reliable online experience 
on their journeys across the 
country.

Vodafone to provide free Wi-Fi 
on over 4,000 buses and 1,000 
taxis of for FIFA World Cup 2022
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US-BASED AeroFarms will 
build a commercial indoor ver-
tical farm in Qatar Free Zones 
(QFZ), the QFZ Authority has 
announced.

AeroFarms and Doha Ven-
ture Capital (DVC), the global 
venture capital arm of QFZ 
have entered into a partnership 
in this regard. 

As a purpose-driven or-
ganization, AeroFarms is both 
a change-the-world company 
and an award-winning retail 
brand leading the way with 
smart, indoor vertical farm-
ing to elevate agriculture with 
people and planet. AeroFarms 
starts by selecting the most 
flavorful agricultural marietals 
and then perfects them for op-
timal quality, colour, nutrition, 
texture, yield, and taste, setting 
a new culinary standard with 
billions of data points while uti-
lizing state of the art technol-
ogy. 

The new commercial in-
door vertical farm in Qatar will 
deploy AeroFarms’ latest gen-
eration of proprietary growing 
technology that achieves up 
to 390 times greater produc-
tivity per square meter annu-
ally, compared to traditional 
field farming, while using up 
to 95% less water and zero 
pesticides. Thanks to Aero-
Farms’ new technology, local 
food production is expected to 
increase, making high-quality 
food products available locally 
throughout the year which will 
reduce imports and increase 
the country’s self sufficiency. 
AeroFarms’ endeavor in Qatar 
is set to pave the way for more 
local and international private 

sector companies in this field to 
expand their operations in QFZ 
and capitalize on the innovative 
technologies in place.   

HE Ahmad Al Sayed, Min-
ister of State and Chairman of 
QFZA said, “AeroFarms is a 
pioneer in the food space and 
vertical farming, and we’re 
delighted to welcome them to 
Qatar Free Zones. Through this 
strategic partnership with the 
Ministry of Municipality and 
Doha Venture Capital, Aero-
Farms will join a rapidly grow-
ing community of innovators in 
the Food and Agritech cluster 
at QFZ, backed by world-lead-
ing logistical infrastructure and 
cold chain storage capabilities, 
as well as a shared commitment 
to technology, growth, and en-
vironmental awareness. Qatar 
Free Zones are a natural base 
for companies shaping the fu-
ture of their industries, and we 
look forward to working with 
AeroFarms as they establish 
and scale in the region and be-

yond.” 
“AeroFarms is committed 

to reimagining how and where 
our food is grown, and we are 
excited to expand further in Qa-
tar as part of our longer-term 
commitment to the Middle 
East and North African region 

to enable local production and 
increase greater food resilien-
cy,” said David Rosenberg, Co-
Founder and Chief Executive 
Officer of AeroFarms. “QFZA 
and DVC are great partners 
that share a similar long-term 
vision for how AgTech can pos-
itively disrupt and transform 
our food system in the face 
of increased macro pressures 
with traditional field farming.” 

AeroFarms specialty greens 
are safely grown indoors in 
state-of-the art commercial 
indoor vertical farms that are 
certified for SQF Level 2 Good 
Manufacturing Practices, 
USDA Good Agricultural Prac-
tices, Non-GMO Project Verifi-
cation, and the industry-lead-
ing CEA Food Safety Seal that 
was developed to differentiate 
indoor clean growing practices 
from traditional challenges in 
the field. AeroFarms specialty 
greens are completely pesticide 
free and are ready to eat with-
out any need to wash.

AeroFarms to build commercial 
vertical farm in Qatar Free Zones
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GLOBAL experts examined 
the future of natural gas in 
the energy mix during an 
event hosted by the Al-Atti-
yah Foundation at the 2022 
United Nations Climate 
Change Conference (COP27) 
in Sharm El Sheikh on No-
vember 14.

The unique Energy Dia-
logue session, titled ‘Natural 
Gas - Does It Have a Role 
in the Energy Transition?’ 
featured the following panel-
lists: Dr Chris Gentle, Senior 
Advisor, Partnerships and 
New Ventures at the World 
Energy Council; Lorna 
Ritchie, Director at Global 
Counsel; and Dr John Kilani, 
the Foundation’s Directorate 
of Sustainability. 

The debate was moder-
ated by the highly acclaimed 
broadcast journalist and Re-
uters Editor-at-Large, Axel 
Threlfall, and explored how 
natural gas has been replac-
ing coal in societal functions 
such as electricity genera-
tion and space heating in the 
western world for decades.

It was highlighted that 
coal consumption in both 
the United States and United 
Kingdom has dropped signif-
icantly in recent years. Coal 
use in the U.S. is down by half 
from 15 years ago; 500 coal 
power plants have closed or 
are scheduled to and in 2021 
coal consumption amounted 
to 10.8% of the country’s to-
tal energy consumption, the 
lowest amount since 1964.  
Most of the lost U.S. coal ca-
pacity was replaced by natu-

ral gas, with additional con-
tributions from renewables.

In the UK, the birthplace 
of the industrial revolution, 
coal-fired electricity has al-
most disappeared and now 
supplies only 5 percent of 
power.  In both countries, 
the replacement of coal by 
natural gas and renewables 
is reducing both CO2 emis-
sions and air pollution from 
particulates, mercury, sul-
phur, and lead - saving lives 
as a result.

The panel observed that 
the implementation of the 
Paris Agreement is an evo-
lutionary journey, that will 
involve big and small in-
cremental steps. Increasing 
ambitions, in terms of the 
Paris Agreement requires a 
commitment to transform 
the way energy is produced, 
transported, and used glob-
ally; and the experts are of 
the view that natural gas has 
a major role to play in the 
push for energy transition. 
Also because of its versatil-
ity, natural gas, as the clean-
est fossil fuel, has the best 
prospect for synergy with re-
newables, when compared to 
coal and oil.

Although natural gas 
produces less CO2   than 
coal, it still produces car-
bon pollution, and therefore 
slows, but does not solve, 
the climate problem. During 
the dialogue it was stressed 
that to meet targets set in the 
Paris Agreement, natural gas 
should be used in conjunc-
tion with low carbon tech-
nologies and that natural gas 
plants are carbon capture 
ready. 

‘Natural gas has a 
big role to play in 
world’s energy mix’

Global experts examined the future of natural gas in the energy 
mix during an event hosted by the Al-Attiyah Foundation at COP27.
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SHEIKH Khalifa bin Jassim 
Al Thani, Chairman of the Qa-
tar Chamber and the Interna-
tional Chamber of Commerce 
(ICC) Qatar, participated in 
the B20 Indonesia Summit 
2022 and the 178th ICC Ex-
ecutive Board Meeting in his 
capacity as a member of the 
ICC Executive Board. 

The B20 Indonesia Sum-
mit, which took place on the 
13th and 14th of November 
2022, brought together more 
than 1,000 Chief Executive 
Officers (CEOs) from around 
the world, influential business 
and state leaders, and other 
stakeholders from the inter-
national business community 
from across various indus-
tries. 

Held as a sideline event on 
November 15 in Bali, Indone-
sia, the ICC Executive Board 
Meeting was convened to 

gather the governing body that 
is responsible for developing 
and enacting ICC’s strategy, 
policy and programme of ac-
tion, as well as overseeing the 
financial affairs of the world 
business organization.

The B20 is the official G20 
engagement group and the of-
ficial G20 dialogue forum for 
the global business commu-
nity, with a mandate to de-
liver actionable policy recom-
mendations on the priorities 
established by the presidency 
that is aimed to spur eco-
nomic growth and develop-
ment while addressing differ-
ent key global issues, such as 
digitalization, climate action 
and gender-related issues. 
Subsequently, the policy rec-
ommendations are conveyed 
to the G20 Presidency at the 
Summit.

This year, the B20 Summit 
was organized by the Indone-
sian Chamber of Commerce 
and Industry (KADIN Indone-

sia) at the behest of the Gov-
ernment of Indonesia, which 
holds the current G20 Presi-
dency. 

The summit was held un-
der the theme of ‘Advancing 
Innovative, Inclusive and Col-
laborative Growth’ in support 

of the G20 theme of ‘Recover 
Together, Recover Stronger’.

Sheikh Khalifa under-
scored the importance of the 
B20 Summit, as it offers the 
business community an op-
portunity to take part in a dia-
logue directly involved with 

the world’s largest economies. 
The G20 countries are known 
to account for 80% of the 
world’s GDP, 75% of global 
trade, and 60% of the world’s 
population, making their im-
pact on the global economy 
incredibly significant. 

He added that “the themes 
under this year’s presidency 
- innovation, inclusivity and 
collaboration – were able to 
springboard important focus 
areas, ultimately resulting in 
imperative, productive and 
very relevant policy recom-
mendations as well as open-
ing up crucial discussions at a 
high level that reflect the cur-
rent global issues faced by the 
real economy”.

Sheikh Khalifa said, “Cli-
mate change might pose a 
risk on business continuity. 
Due to the rise in multi-stake-
holder interactions concern-
ing climate and the environ-
ment, climate action is being 
realized and actualized across 
the board even more and 
more. At the same time, this 
is evident as global trends are 
witnessing more investments 
in green projects.

“Qatar attaches great im-
portance to renewable and 
clean energy. Recently, in 
October 2022, Qatar inaugu-
rated the Al Kharsaah Solar 
Power Plant (KSPP) on an 
area of 10-square kilometers 
and has more than 1,800,000 
solar panels which aims to 
meet 10% of electricity de-
mand.”

Sheikh Khalifa pointed 
out that innovation is one 
of the key tools to accelerate 
economic growth, affirming 
that Qatar is actively working 
to strengthen its digital infra-
structure to support and build 
a robust digital economy.

In line with the public-pri-
vate partnership discussions 
at the Summit, HE Sheikh 
Khalifa referred to Qatar’s 
Private Public Partnership 
(PPP) law, which was passed 
in 2020, offering numerous 
fiscal and non-fiscal benefits. 
Since the law has come into 
effect, many projects have 
been implemented across 
various economic sectors, 
such as health, education, 
and tourism, facilitated by the 
PPP law.

B20 summit key for business community: QC Chairman 
B20 is the official G20 engagement group & 
dialogue forum for global business community 

Sheikh Khalifa bin Jassim Al Thani participated in the B20 Indonesia 
Summit 2022 and the 178th ICC Executive Board Meeting in Bali. 
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95% less water 
The new commercial indoor 
vertical farm in Qatar will 
deploy AeroFarms’ latest 
generation of proprietary 
growing technology that 
achieves up to 390 times 
greater productivity per square 
meter annually, compared to 
traditional field farming, while 
using up to 95% less water 
and zero pesticides. 

AL-ATTIYAH FOUNDATION AT COP27



Pakistani community members extend full 
support to make World Cup a big success
A

s Qatar is set to host visi-
tors from all across the 
world for the FIFA World 
Cup 2022, members of the 
Pakistani community have 

extended their full support to make the 
mega event a grand success. Although 
Pakistan’s national football team is 
not a part of the mega event, Pakistan-
made Adidas footballs will shine in the 
matches. Excerpts of what the Paki-
stani community members have to say:

Dr Sohaib arShaD 
With only a few days to go for 

the first kick-off, 
football fever has 
gripped the whole 
country. It is a mat-
ter of pride for us 
that this year’s FIFA 
World Cup will be 
played using the Al 

Rihla official football like the ‘Tel star 
18’ in 2018 and the ‘Brazuca’ in 2014. 
Moreover, Pakistanis have been se-
lected in huge numbers to serve as vol-
unteers. Pakistani security forces have 
also been tasked with providing secu-
rity services.

Muznah haSnat 
We are happy 

that Qatar has pro-
vided us the won-
derful opportunity 
of witnessing an 
international event 
being organised in 
the Middle East for the first time. The 
country has completely changed its 
outlook to welcome football fans.

aSif Khan
The event inspires a huge sense of 

pride for the Mus-
lim World. Qatar 
has utilised its ut-
most resources to 
give an extremely 
and unique experi-
ence to fans coming 
here from around 

the world. Qatar has built modern and 
high-tech stadiums. Excellent security 
arrangements are in place and above 
all, great hospitality awaits interna-
tional fans visiting Qatar.   

Sarfaraz Jahangir
We will soon 

be witnessing the 
world’s largest sport 
event proudly host-
ed by Qatar. The 
country has made 
extensive arrange-
ments with huge 
investments in stadiums, roads, infra-
structure, healthcare facilities, logistics 
and transportation. World-class enter-
tainment facilities with the presence of 
celebrities will add colour to the event.

SalMan Shaban
Pakistan will participate in the 

FIFA World Cup 
2022 in multiple 
value-added ways. 
From the supply 
of Pakistani-made 
Adidas footballs 
named ‘Al Rihla’ to 
the large numbers of 

volunteers from the Pakistani commu-
nity, and the Pakistani security forces 
to promote safety in the FIFA stadiums 
and fan zones.  

Shehla KhaliD Khan
Congratulations to Qatar on or-

ganising the biggest 
and most popular 
sporting event of the 
world. The country 
is fully geared to dis-
play football passion 
and hospitality. We 
warmly welcome all 
the teams, fans and 

visitors to Qatar. This will be an oppor-
tunity for fans and visitors to meet and 
live together in peace and harmony. 
Let’s enjoy football.

Dr ShauKat ChanDna
Every country in the world, not 

only football-play-
ing ones, is contrib-
uting in some form 
or other to make this 
the ‘best-ever’ sport-
ing extravaganza of 
our times and life. 
Pakistan has con-
tributed in a very significant manner 
by crafting the finest footballs with 
machines and hands. smile everyone, 
enjoy the experience of a lifetime and 
have fun!

abeeha Sohaib
Qatar would mark its name as the 

first Arab country to 
host this grand event, 
which is a matter of 
pride for all Pakistani 
students currently 
studying and resid-
ing in Qatar. We are 
grateful to have the 

opportunity to contribute towards the 
success of the FIFA World Cup in many 
ways, be it internships and volunteer 
programs for the event or our quality 
footballs made in sialkot. 

SalMan iSMail
As if a giant is awakened, the hus-

tling city of Doha 
roars ‘hayya hayya’ 
as the country pre-
pares for the mega 
event. I wish Qatar 
every success in 
hosting the FIFA 
World Cup 2022 
and many more in future. This is a 
great opportunity for Qatar to present 
its values and culture to the world.  

aDnan SaMi Khan
I am excited to have witnessed 

the new environ-
ment in Qatar. It is 
a mega event and a 
great opportunity 
for Qatar to present 
its rich culture to 
people from across 
the world. As a 
sportsman, I believe 

this event will reduce the distances be-
tween nations and will be remembered 
as an incredible landmark in the his-
tory of the game.

aDnan Khan
As an expatriate living in Qatar, we 

all have a respon-
sibility and shared 
goal of making this 
World Cup memo-
rable for everyone 
who comes here to 
witness this extraor-
dinary event. I am 
also very excited to 
work as a volunteer in this World Cup 

and make a small contribution to this 
mega event. On behalf of all the expa-
triates living in Qatar, I want to assure 
all the football nations playing in this 
World Cup a very exciting and enjoy-
able time here.

aDeel aKbar
Like other residents of Qatar, I 

consider myself for-
tunate to have this 
lifetime opportunity 
to witness a mega 
event. My friends 
all over the world 
are amazed when I 
share with them the 
pictures of different venues — the state-
of-the art stadiums, concert halls, air-
ports, the world-class infrastructure. 
Although, no Pakistani football squad 
has ever been a part of such high-level 
event, our country is well represented 
in almost every major football event in 
the world with footballs made in Paki-
stan.

 
Dr MuhaMMaD zaKa ul haq
FIFA World Cup in Qatar is a 

dream coming true, thanks to the per-
sistent efforts of Qatar in building the 
necessary infrastructure and other 

operative logistics. 
We back Qatar foot-
ball team and hope 
they will be a strong 
contender for the 
trophy. Pakistan-
made footballs fly-

ing in every nook and corner of the 
arena and broadcast throughout the 
world for millions of fans will actually 
leave us with a feeling that every single 
Pakistani is participating in this mega 
event.  

aJMal ChauDhary
It’s an honour and pride for me to 

be a part of this historical mega event. 
Heartiest congratu-
lations to the Qa-
tari government on 
hosting the world’s 
biggest sports event. 
The Pakistani com-
munity extends its 
full support and will be at the forefront 
of welcoming and hosting internation-
al fans.

MahMooD ahMeD
The time has come to see the 

fruits of Qatar’s efforts to host the 
FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022. Qatar’s 

hard work and ef-
forts in uniting the 
global community 
and organising this 
event are highly 
commendable. As 
a proud resident of 

Qatar, and as a Pakistani, I feel great 
pride to know that Pakistani-made 
Adidas footballs will be part of Qatar’s 
historical legacy during the World Cup. 
I am confident that this event will be 
written in golden words in the history 
of FIFA..

Dr tanzeeh aDeeb
Hayya, hayya, hayya’ is the sound 

to cheer everyone up at the moment in 
Qatar. Once again, 
football is at its best 
to unite different 
nations under one 
umbrella. Being a 
resident of Qatar, it 
is a unique experi-
ence to be a part of the mega event at 

your doorstep and memories to make 
for the coming years. I cannot wait un-
til the trumpet blows to comemnce the 
magic.

WarDa rana
The official match football for the 

upcoming FIFA World Cup has been 
produced in Paki-
stan, making it the 
country’s significant 
contribution to the 
mega soccer event. 
Pakistan has been 
the official makers 
of match-ball since 1982. The official 
match ball, Al-Rihla, incorporates the 
culture of Qatar boats, the flag, and the 
architecture of Qatar.  

JaMShaiD ShahzaD baJWa
I feel privi-

leged to talk about 
an event for which 
footballs have been 
made in sialkot 
where I belong to. 
The city is known 
for manufacturing 

sports, leather and surgical goods. I 
was born and brought up in Qatar and 
it feels so good that Qataris and resi-
dents are hosting FIFA World Cup. I 
am part of the Volunteers Programme.

JaMShaiD iqbal bhatti
The proudest 

thing about this 
event is that it is 
taking place in Qa-
tar where I have 
been living for five 
decades. As a resi-
dent, this country has benefited us in 
numerous ways and this is our desire 
to serve the nation back in whatever 
way possible. I would like to wish Qa-
tar’s national team the best of luck..

SaMan JaMShiD
With only a few days to go before 

the first kick-off, the football fever is 
upon us all. Being 
a Pakistani, I am 
proud that Pakistan 
is represented at 
nearly every major 
soccer game in the 
world. We are all set 
to welcome interna-

tional fans with a lot of events happen-
ing in the town. Qatar has prepared 
a wide range of food arenas, parks, 
beaches, hotels, cafes and much more 
to serve the very best to fans.

aSaD KhaliD qureShi
The year I landed in Qatar in 2011 

was the year the country was awarded 
with the honour of hosting the FIFA 
World Cup. I have 
lived through all 
the preparations, 
changes and devel-
opment the country 
has gone through 
and, as a resident, I 
am so proud at the strength and per-
sistence that Qatar has shown against 
all odds. I am sure the world is about 
to witness a grand and very successful 
World Cup like never before.

baber MaliK
Finally, the time has come, some-

thing we have been waiting for almost 
a decade. It will be a wonderful event 
as Qatar opens its doors to football fans 
from across the globe. The role of the 
Pakistani community in organising 

this mega event is 
noteworthy as they 
have contributed in 
many ways – from 
engineering to F&B 
and from hospital-
ity to event man-
agement, our representation is every-
where. Pakistan will be represented in 
every match whereby the football used 
in all matches will be from Pakistan.

abu baKer MaJeeD
Pakistanis in Qatar are playing 

their part with pride to support an 
event which will make history. With 
the nation’s final preparations in full 

swing to hold the 
greatest sporting 
event on the planet, 
it is important to 
highlight those who 
have played their 
part in making this 
possible. Whether 

it is the manufacture of the glorious 
Al Rihla official football, participation 
of interns and volunteers ensuring 
smooth operations, Pakistan’s repre-
sentation is quite evident.

SaMreen naDeeM SaMr
It is a privilege to 

be able to partake in 
activities surround-
ing the tournament. 
My personal sup-
port stands with the 
Qatari football team. 
Pakistan may not be 
a part of the tournament as a team but 
its contribution will be visible in the 
shape of Adidas footballs. . 

KhaliD SaJJaD bhatti
The Pakistani 

community is 
blessed to live in a 
country which pro-
motes a diversity of 
cultures and tradi-
tions. Despite being 
so rich in culture, 

Qatar has managed to maintain its Is-
lamic traditions. Although our national 
team is not a part of this event, we have 
managed to show up in different ways 
like provision of security services and 
Pakistan-made footballs. 

Dr ali MaliK
The FIFA World 

Cup 2022 is an ex-
citing opportunity 
for Qatar and its 
residents. The mega 
event’s socio-cul-
tural, economic and 
international benefits are far greater 
than one can imagine. The event will 
open the door of future opportunities 
and Qatar will emerge a sporting hub 
in the region. I will be cheering on Eng-
land to go for glory.  

MuhaMMaD iDreeS
It’s a great feel-

ing to be a resident 
of Qatar where the 
FIFA World Cup 
is being held. As a 
British-Pakistani, 
my happiness is 
two-fold. On one 

hand, England team is participating in 
the mega event and on the other hand, 
Pakistan-made Adidas football will 
be used. I am honoured to be volun-
teering as a spectators’ team leader at 
Khalifa International stadium.
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The Amir His Highness Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani and the Father Amir HH Sheikh Hamad bin Khalifa Al Thani toured Qasr Al Hukum at the Amiri Diwan on Wednesday. During the tour, they listened to an 
explanation about receiving and organising visits at the Visitor Center in Msheireb and the tour of Qasr Al Hukum in the Amiri Diwan, which aims to introduce the history of the Amiri Diwan, the march of the rulers 
of Qatar and the urban characteristics of its palaces. After that, HH the Amir and HH the Father Amir were briefed on the stations included in the palace and an explanation of each station. They also visited the 
Sheikh Abdullah Bin Jassim Al-Thani Majlis, which is one of the stations of Qasr Al Hukum tour. A number of ministers and officials attended the tour. (QNA)

Allegations of using migrant 
workers to pose as fans are 
baseless: Nasser Al Khater

QNA
DOHA

FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 CEO Nasser Al 
Khater has denounced allegations by Western 
media about tournament organisers using ex-
patriate workers as fans  to attend matches in 
exchange for money, as part of the systematic 
smear campaigns that have increased in the 
recent period, with the imminent launch of the 
most prominent sporting event in the World in 
Qatar. 

Speaking to Qatar News Agency (QNA), Al 
Khater said that some of the reports published 
by English and French newspapers about hir-
ing migrant workers to pose as fans to attend 
matches are completely false, and he described 
these allegations as a new attempt to defame and 
question the ability of the State of Qatar to host 
the FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022.

Al Khater added that since Qatar won the 
honour of hosting the FIFA World Cup Qatar 
2022, there have been continuous attempts over 
12 years to defame this tournament, stressing 
that Qatar will organise an exceptional tourna-
ment, and this will be clear in a few days.

Al Khater affirmed his rejection of the at-
tempts to belittle a group of people living in Qa-
tar, some of whom have lived in the country for 
more than 30 years. 

He said that it is shameful to belittle those 
fans who will watch World Cup matches and de-
scribe them as paid workers for a tournament 
that has sold 3.1 million tickets so far, stressing 
that the residents of the State of Qatar are very 
passionate about football.

Al Khater sent a message to all residents of 
Qatar stating that the World Cup Qatar 2022 
is everyone’s tournament and it represents the 

State of Qatar and its people, citizens and resi-
dents, as well as the Gulf countries and the entire 
region. On Sunday, the FIFA World Cup Qatar 
2022 will commence as the first edition to be 
held in the Arab region and the Middle East. Qa-
tar’s National Team will begin the tournament 
by facing Ecuador in the opening match at Al 
Bayt Stadium.

It is worth noting that the campaigns of false 
fabrications crossed all limits in an attempt to 
undermine the State of Qatar and question its 
capabilities and the efforts it made over the years 
to host the World Cup in an Arab and Muslim 
country for the first time.

The fabrications, allegations and malicious 
campaigns against Qatar have recently taken 
a different turn by adopting a systematic rac-
ist discourse that incites hatred and aims to of-
fend the State without real justifications. What 
the FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 is exposed to 
amounts to intellectual and media terrorism and 
a psychological warfare based on racist pretexts 
from some parties that do not like the realization 
of Arabs and new generations’ dream to organise 
the tournament in Qatar.

QF launches GOALS expo
to showcase life in Qatar in
lead up to World Cup 2022

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

QATAR Foundation (QF) is 
bringing the journey of the 
FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 to 
life – as experienced by people 
from across the country – in a 
multidisciplinary exhibition ti-
tled GOALS, which opened on 
Wednesday at Virginia Com-
monwealth University School 
of the Arts in Qatar and is set to 
run until December 10. 

The exhibition, in Education 
City, serves as a platform for 
people to share their unique ex-
periences of living, working and 
studying in Qatar in the lead 
up to the FIFA World Cup and 
demonstrates how football can 
serve as a catalyst for change. 

The storytellers – a di-
verse group of people such as 
students, artists and football 
coaches – have shared their 
stories through a variety of 
mediums, including photog-
raphy, written copy, spoken 
word and video. 

“GOALS puts its storytellers 
at the heart of the exhibition,” 
said Brooke Reid, manager of 
Engagement and Activation at 
Education City, Qatar Founda-
tion (QF). “This program, which 
kicked off last year, has given 
more than 40 storytellers a plat-

form to share their experiences 
of being in Qatar in the lead up 
to the World Cup.

“And with it being open 
to the public, it is also a great 
opportunity for people to vis-
it Education City during the 
World Cup.” 

Mehreen Fazal, a GOALS 
contributor, tells the story of 
her football journey, including 

volunteering with refugees at 
the Afghan compound and the 
changes she sees taking place in 
Qatar, through photographs.  

“FIFA World Cup Qatar 
2022 will send a strong mes-
sage that football belongs to the 
world, that there is no ‘us’ and 
‘them’ in football and that we 
are all more similar than we are 
different,” she said. 

GOALS is delivered by 
QF in partnership with Gen-
eration Amazing Foundation, 
Goal Click, and The Sports 
Creative, and is sponsored by 
Salam Stores.

The exhibition is being held 
in Saffron Hall in Virginia Com-
monwealth University School of 
the Arts in Qatar, a QF partner 
university, and is open to the 
public daily from 10am to 4pm.

Community members share stories through multidisciplinary exhibition

AMIR, FATHER AMIR TOUR QASR AL HUKUM

FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 CEO Nasser Al Khater
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Messi and Di Maria star as  
Argentina blank UAE 5-0

STATS Perform/dPA

Abu DhAbi

LioneL Messi and Angel Di 
Maria played starring roles as 
Argentina eased to a 5-0 win 
over the United Arab emirates 
in their final outing ahead of 
the 2022 World Cup.

Lionel Scaloni’s men had no 
trouble in extending their un-
beaten run to 36 matches head-
ing into the tournament thanks 
to a commanding victory in Abu 
Dhabi on Wednesday.

Di Maria scored twice and 
assisted one for Messi, who had 
earlier played in Julian Alvarez 
for the opener, as Argentina 
raced into a four-goal half-time 
lead.

Substitute Joaquin Correa 
scored the only goal of a dis-
rupted second half as the reign-
ing South American champions 
signed off for Qatar in style.

Messi was played clean 
through on goal but unselfishly 
squared for Alvarez to squeeze 
past Khalid eisa as Argentina 
made their early dominance 
count with 17 minutes played.

Di Maria opened his ac-
count with a crisp volley that 
went in off the far post and 
then showed brilliant foot-
work to get away from his man, 
round the goalkeeper and add 
his second.

The UAe, who finished 
behind iran and South Korea 
in qualifying to miss out on a 
place in Qatar, were further 
behind before half-time when 
Messi fired past eisa after be-
ing played in by Di Maria.

Despite making four chang-
es at the break, with Di Maria 
making way, Argentina con-
tinued to dominate and Correa 

slotted home a fifth on the hour 
despite being under pressure.

Caio Canedo went closest 
to pulling one back for the UAe 
with a shot that was cleared off 
the line late on, but La Albice-
leste saw out a fifth clean sheet 
in a row.

Argentina lined up the 
friendly as preparation ahead 
of facing another Middle east-
ern opponent in Saudi Arabia 
in their Group C opener next 
Tuesday.

Given the UAe had lost 
three in a row, and failed to 
qualify for the World Cup, this 
was always likely to provide 
a chance for Argentina to flex 
their muscles and acclimatize.

So it proved as they pro-
duced an impressive first-half 
display to keep their momen-
tum going, with this a fifth suc-
cessive win in an unbeaten run 
stretching back to July 2019.

Messi has already said the 
upcoming World Cup will prob-
ably be his last - even if Scaloni 

has other ideas - and he looked 
in good shape as he played the 
full 90 minutes on Wednesday.

But Di Maria edged it in 
terms of being the game’s best 
player as he scored twice, as-
sisted another and created a 
joint-high three chances, de-
spite playing only half the game.

Many people’s favourites for 

the World Cup, it is no surprise 
why when looking at Argentina’s 
form and squad depth.

Scaloni used 17 players in 
total against the UAe, with 
Correa in particular taking his 
chance from the substitutes’ 
bench when it arrived to give 
his coach something to think 
about.

Argentina’s midfielder Angel Di Maria celebrates after scoring during 
the friendly against United Arab Emirates at the Mohammed Bin Zayed 
Stadium in Abu Dhabi on Wednesday. (AFP)

argentina are the 
team to beat at  

Qatar World Cup:  
ali al Habsi

Tribune newS neTwork
DohA

oMAn football legend Ali Al 
Habsi is tipping Argentina to 
win a third FiFA World Cup 
title in Qatar.

The former goalkeeper, 
who turned out for english 
clubs Bolton Wanderers, 
Wigan Athletic, Brighton & 
Hove Albion and West Bro-
mwich Albion, recently gave 
his World Cup predictions to 
the Supreme Committee for 
Delivery & Legacy (see gal-
lery below for full details). 
The 40-year-old sees La Al-
biceleste defeating Germany 
in the final at Lusail Stadium 
on 18 December.  

Al Habsi, who became 
the first Arab player to win 
the FA Cup in 2013, is ex-
pecting a strong showing 
from the usual contenders 
and believes three African 
teams will reach the knock-
out rounds. 

“Senegal are a very good 
team. We saw that when they 
won the African Cup of na-
tions earlier this year. Ghana 
and Morocco also have very 
good players and i think we 
will see that during the group 
stage.”

Al Habsi, who made over 
100 appearances for oman, 
is predicting a blockbusting 
final four, with semi-finals 
between South American gi-
ants Argentina and Brazil in 
one half, with reigning cham-
pions France facing Germany 
in the other. 

“i think we will see the 
big teams shine at this stage 
of the competition,” Al Habsi 
said. “Fans will be excited 
to see these big matches, in-
volving the best players in 
the world battling it out to 
make the final.”  

The Qatar Legacy Am-
bassador believes Argentina 
and Germany will face each 
other for the fourth time in a 
World Cup final – and is tip-
ping Lionel Messi and co to 
lift the trophy. 

“i like Germany, but i 
think Argentina will win,” Al 
Habsi said. “This will likely 
be Messi’s last World Cup, 
so for him to win the trophy 
would be fitting for one of the 
greatest players of all time.”

Argentina’s forward Lionel Messi (2nd L) is marked by UAE players during the friendly football match between Argentina and the United Arab  
Emirates at the Mohammed Bin Zayed Stadium in Abu Dhabi, Wednesday. (AFP)

A worker paints a plaster model of the FIFA World Cup trophy at a work-
shop in Hanoi on Wednesday, ahead of FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022. (AFP)

Legendary Oman 
goalkeeper expects 
Messi & co to lift the 

trophy at Lusail 
Stadium on  

December 18th

Argentina’s players thank the supporters following their friendly at the Mohammed Bin Zayed Stadium in  
Abu Dhabi on Wednesday. (AFP)

UP iN StyLE
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Brazil legend Willian wel-
comes new service following 
negative online experiences

To tackle discrimina-
tion and to protect the men-
tal health and well-being of 
players, FiFa and FiFPrO – 
the worldwide representative 
organisation for professional 
footballers – are launching a 
social media protection ser-
vice (SMPS) in advance of 
the FiFa World Cup Qatar 
2022™.

Through SMPS, all play-
ers from all 32 participating 
member associations at the 
FiFa World Cup will have 
access to a dedicated moni-
toring, reporting and mod-
eration service designed to 
minimise visibility of hate 
speech aimed at them on 
social media and, therefore, 
protecting both players and 
their fans from online abuse 
during the tournament.

“FiFa is committed to 
provide the best possible 
conditions for players to per-
form to the best of their abili-
ties. at the FiFa World Cup 
Qatar 2022™, we are happy 
to launch a service that will 
help to protect players from 
the damaging effects that so-
cial media posts can cause to 
their mental health and well-
being,” FiFa President Gian-
ni infantino said.

“it is football’s responsi-
bility to protect the players 
and other affected groups 
against the abuse they in-
creasingly face in and around 
their workplace. This type of 
abuse has a profound impact 
on their personalities, their 
families, performance as well 
as on their overall well-being 
and mental health,” said FiF-
PrO President David agan-
zo. “We hope that the social 
media protection service pro-
vides a starting point to help 
to defend participants from 
abusive messages and that 
social media companies join 
and support us in tackling 
the issue at the FiFa World 
Cup.”

Former Brazil forward 
Willian is supporting the 
launch of the FiFa social me-
dia protection service, having 
experienced first-hand the 
difficulties related to online 

abuse. His recent experience 
playing in Brazil – where his 
family were threatened and 
abused online – forced him 
to return to England, where 
he is now playing for Fulham 
FC.

“i was suffering a lot, and 
my family were suffering a 
lot because people started 
attacking us on social me-
dia, attacking my family, my 
daughters, and that’s why i’m 
standing now with FiFa to see 
if you can stop these kinds of 
things,” Willian said.

The launch of the social 
media protection service fol-
lows the publication of two 
independent reports pro-
duced by FiFa and FiFPrO 
in June 2022 that highlighted 
the increasing degree of abuse 
directed at footballers across 
social media platforms during 
international tournaments.

as a result, FiFa is moni-
toring the social media ac-
counts of all participants 
at the FiFa World Cup by 
scanning for public-facing 
abusive, discriminatory and 
threatening comments and 
then reporting them to social 
networks and law authorities 
for real-world action against 
those who break rules.

Teams, players and other 
individual participants will 
also be able to opt-in to a 
moderation service that will 
instantly hide abusive and 
offensive comments on Fa-
cebook, instagram and You-
Tube, preventing them from 
being seen by the recipient 
and their followers.

as well as launching the 
FiFa social media protection 
service, FiFa and FiFPrO 
are engaging with social me-
dia platforms to have their 
support in being part of the 
solution.

Frankfurt’s Muani replaces injured Nkunku in France squad

FIFA and FIFPRO 
launch social media 
protection service  

at Qatar 2022

dpa
Berlin

EinTraCHT Frankfurt for-
ward randal Kolo Muani has 
replaced the injured Chris-
topher nkunku in France’s 
World Cup squad, a team 
statement said on Wednes-
day.

The defending champi-

ons have had rotten luck with 
injuries in the run-up to the 
Qatar tournament.

n’Golo Kanté, Paul Pogba 
and Presnel Kimpembe were 
ruled out and now leipzig’s 
nkunku suffered a knee prob-
lem in training in a challenge 
with Eduardo Camavinga.

The 23-year-old Kolo 
Muani has scored five goals 

in the Bundesliga this term 
and has a league-high nine 
assists. nkunku is the Bun-
desliga top scorer with 12.

Kolo Muani is currently 
on tour with Frankfurt in Ja-
pan and will arrive in Doha 
on Thursday, a France state-
ment said.

France open the defence 
of their title on november 

22 against australia and also 
face Denmark and Tunisia in 
Group D.

a host of top names are 
missing the tournament or 
carrying injuries, with some 
pundits wondering if the 
unique november and De-
cember timing is a factor, giv-
en players have been in the 
midst of a busy club season.

France have been hit 
more than most ahead of the 
World Cup starting on Sun-
day.

“The whole group shares 
Christopher’s sadness and 
wishes him a speedy recov-
ery,” a France tweet said.

axel Disasi had already 
replaced injured defender 
Kimpembe since the squad 

was named last week. Fellow 
defender raphaël Varane is 
in contrast carrying an injury 
into the tournament.

Borussia Möncheng-
ladbach forward Marcus 
Thuram was also a late addi-
tion to the squad, with coach 
Didier Deschamps initially 
calling up 25 when his limit 
was 26.

Germany 1990 World Cup hero Brehme 
backs recall for 2014 icon Mario Gotze

dpa
MuscAt 

GErManY’S 1990 World 
Cup hero andreas Brehme 
has backed 2014 icon Mario 
Götze’s recall to the squad for 
the Qatar World Cup.

Brehme scored the winner 
from the spot as West Germa-
ny beat argentina 1-0 in 1990, 
with Götze netting a more 
spectacular goal in extra-time 
to defeat the same opponents 
1-0 in the 2014 final.

Götze then struggled in 
club football but a move to 
Eintracht Frankfurt has reig-
nited his career and he is back 
in the squad for the first time 
since 2017.

Brehme, 62, told dpa he 
“definitely welcomes” the 
30-year-old’s return because 
“Mario Götze is performing 

well in Frankfurt.” He com-
pared his experiences to those 
of Götze.

“His was a world-class 

goal, the way he controlled 
the ball and finished,” Brehme 
said, adding that it should 
have been a boost rather than 

a burden to the then 22-year-
old Götze.

“i think his advisers should 
have supported and pro-
tected him more back then.” 
Brehme’s 1990 goal changed 
his life “in a positive sense” in 
contrast.

“i became world cham-
pion. and i scored the goal. 
That did a lot for me in terms 
of advertising, for example,” 
he said.

Brehme has high hopes for 
Germany this time, particu-
larly because of coach Hansi 
Flick, his former Bayern Mu-
nich team-mate. The Qatar 
tournament starts on Sunday, 
with Germany’s first game 
against Japan on november 
23.  “Hansi was an important 
player for us, a worker in mid-
field. and that’s how he is as a 
coach, a worker,” Brehme said.

Germany’s forward Mario Gotze a training session in Muscat at the 
Sultan Qaboos Sports Complex stadium on Wednesday. (AFP)
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France’s national team forward Christopher Nkunku (right) after injured during a training session at the 
team’s training camp in Clairefontaine-en-Yvelines, south of Paris, on Wednesday, 

Frankfurt’s French Randal Kolo Muani (right) celebrates after scoring a goal during the German first divi-
sion Bundesliga match in Mainz recently.  (AFP) 

Willian

Oman’s midfielder 
Harib Al Saadi (left) 
marks Germany’s 
midfielder Kai 
Havertz during their 
friendly match at 
the Sultan Qaboos 
Sports Complex  
stadium in Muscat 
on Wednesday. (AFP)

Oman’s forward Amjad al-Harthi (left) vies for the ball with Germany’s 
defender Christian Gunter during a friendly match in Muscat. (AFP)Germany’s players warm up ahead of friendly against Oman. (AFP)

GERmaNy pIp OmaN IN FRIENdLy maTCH By ONE GOaL
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The Qatar Football Asso-
ciation (QFA) on Wednesday 
welcomed all participating 
teams and fans alike to Arab 
world’s first FIFA World Cup 
Qatar 2022.

In its message of the offi-
cial website, QFA stated:

Football is the premier 
global sport in terms of both 
popularity and influence, 
with the ability to change the 
lives of people and societies 
worldwide. Its positive im-
pact can be seen in the mes-
sage of peace and unity it has 
spread, along with the drive 
to renounce violence and in-
tolerance. equipped with the 
simplicity of the game and 
its ease of practice, football 
has managed to attract mil-
lions of hearts. With the FIFA 
World Cup Qatar 2022, these 
goals converge in Qatar as 
fans from all over descend 
on the country to celebrate 
the real joys of the beautiful 
game.

“In light of this, the Qatar 
Football Association (QFA) 
affirms that football is a pow-
erful tool that inspires fans 
all over the world. It is time 
for us to celebrate the FIFA 
World Cup Qatar 2022 in a 
combined effort to spread the 
joy of this game that is so be-
loved to fans of the 32 partici-
pating nations and beyond.

“On this occasion, we ex-
tend our sincere thanks and 
appreciation to all the foot-
ball federations around the 
world that have called for 
keeping the focus on football 
and the atmosphere of the 
World Cup. Away from any 
topic that goes against the 
spirit of this event, we are 
working tirelessly to make 
sure that this event is a suc-
cess both on and off the field.

As such, the QFA asserts 
that the game of football was 
born to be loved by millions 
worldwide, and it will con-
tinue to be so. “The time has 
come for us all to enjoy the 
celebration of football at the 
World Cup, especially con-
sidering recent events that 
humankind has faced, such 
as the coronavirus pandemic 
and its repercussions across 
the globe.

“In conclusion, the World 
Cup invites us all to a plat-
form of unity, respect and 
inclusion, which are funda-
mental values   that football 
promotes, espec i ally as they 
form an essential pillar, a na-
tional strategy ,  and a neces-
sity for social  cohesion in all 

societies.
“We are pleased to wel-

come once again all the teams 
that have arrived in Qatar to 
participate in the World Cup 
and the other teams that will 
arrive within the next few 
hours. We wish them and 
all the fans who have begun 
to flock here a pleasant and 
wonderful stay in their coun-
try, Qatar. We invite them 
to enjoy the tournament at-
mosphere and the various ac-
tivities here and to get closely 
acquainted with Arab and Qa-
tari culture.

“We share with them our 
warmest greetings and say: 
“Welcome to Qatar!”

Walker will be ‘ready to go’ for England’s second group match v US

Qatar Football Association 
welcomes teams, fans  

to World Cup 2022

PA MediA/dPA
DOHA 

Kyle Walker is winning his World 
Cup fitness race as the defender 
revealed he is targeting a return to 
action in england’s second group 
game against the United States 
next week.

The 32-year-old has not played 
for Manchester City since October 
2 and has undergone groin surgery 
in a bid to be fit for Qatar.

having been included in Ga-
reth Southgate’s 26-man squad, 
the england manager said he ex-
pected Walker to be ready for ac-
tion before the end of the group 
stage.

he trained alongside his team-
mates during england’s first ses-
sion at their base at the Al Wakrah 
Sports Complex on Wednesday.

But Walker admits Monday’s 
opening game against Iran will 
come too soon and is instead aim-
ing to be in contention for the USA 
game on November 25.

“That is down to the manag-
er,” he told ITV Football on being 
ready for the start of the finals.

“I think probably the first 
game is too short, but from then 
onwards I will be good and ready 
to go.” Among the World Cup 
squad, only harry Kane and Ra-
heem Sterling boast more caps 
than Walker.

The 70-cap veteran was named 
in the team of the tournament as 
england reached the final of euro 
2020 last summer and he is raring 
to go for this World Cup.

“To represent your country at 
any tournament is always a great 
achievement, but I think this one 
is a special one due to the circum-
stances leading up to it,” he said.

“Just through the injury. It 
was an operation I had and it was 
touch and go, but that’s full cred-
it to the physios here and also at 
Man City for getting me back fit 
and healthy.

“I was never worried. I always 
have to believe in myself. As soon 
as the professor said I needed the 
surgery I was very confident that 
I made sure I prepared right, on 
and off the field, and did the right 
things correctly and moving for-
ward I knew I would be alright.”England’s Kyle Walker after sustaining an injury during the English Premier League recently.

dPA/Tnn
DOHA

QATAR coach Felix Sanchez is 
confident ahead of his team’s 
World Cup debut as hosts.

“In 2019, it was very diffi-
cult to imagine us winning the 
Asian Cup and we did it. I’m 
not talking about us becoming 
world champions, but compet-
ing at the highest level is defi-
nitely our goal,” Sanchez told 
reporters ahead of the start of 
the tournament this Sunday.

Qatar will play ecuador in 
the opening match, Senegal 
five days later and then the 
Netherlands in Group A.

“We are facing teams that 
have been to World Cup fi-
nals or are African champions. 
Many players are the best in 
the world in their positions, 
with World Cup and Champi-
ons league experience,” the 
46-year-old Spaniard added.

“We waited for a long time 
to get to this event. Obviously, 
everyone is looking forward to 
the tournament,” Sanchez told 
beIN Sports.  

“We feel proud to be part 
of the event, and we will try to 
do our best, play at high levels, 
and compete with the teams we 
will face,” he added.

Qatar goalkeeper Sadd Al 
Sheeb said: “We are very proud 

to be representing our country 
in this prestigious tournament. 
The team is excited and ready 
and God willing, we will put up 
a good show.”  

Centre-back Bassem Al 
Rawi said: “These are exciting 
times for us and the fans. eve-
rybody is excited before the first 

match and we are looking for-
ward to a good show.”  

Midfielder Abdulaziz 
hatem said Qatar have pre-
pared well and spirits were 
high. “We are having fun. We 
are relishing this time as the 
World Cup approaches. I think 
every one of us is very proud of 

that.” 
The hosts in contrast are 

inexperienced internationally, 
with all of the players playing 
in the Qatar Stars league.

The only World Cup hosts 
to be eliminated in the group 
stage so far were South Africa 
in 2010.

AsiAn Cup 2019 triumph is our  
inspirAtion: QAtAr CoACh sAnChez
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Qatar’s Spanish coach Felix Sanchez leads a training session at Aspire in Doha on Wednesday, ahead of FIFA 
World Cup Qatar 2022. (AFP)

Qatar’s players attend a training session at Aspire in Doha on Wednesday, ahead of FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022. (AFP)



TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

Brazil haven’t won the 
World Cup since 2002 but 
there is a strong chance Qatar 
2022 could be their year, re-
ports BBC.com.

Using Stats Perform’s ar-
tificial intelligence World Cup 
prediction model, the South 
americans have emerged as 
the favourites to lift the trophy 
for a record extending sixth 
time. But how well are Eng-
land and Wales going to per-
form?

To achieve a more well-
rounded picture of who will 
win the 2022 World Cup, the 
prediction model estimates 
the probability of each match 
outcome - win, draw or loss - 
by using betting market odds 
and Stats Perform’s team 
rankings.

The odds and rankings are 
based on historical and recent 
team performances. The mod-
el then considers opponent 
strength and the difficulty of 
their path to the final by us-
ing match outcome probabili-
ties, taking into account the 
composition of the groups and 
seedings into the knockout 
stages.

Brazil emerge with the high-
est probability of winning. The 
five-time winners, who are over-
all favourites to win, have a 16% 
chance of lifting the trophy ac-
cording to the model, and as the 
overall favourites for the tourna-
ment, are also the team with the 
highest probability of reaching 
the final (25%).

Just behind five-time win-
ners Brazil, it is argentina who 
have the second-highest prob-
ability of winning this year’s 
World Cup. lionel Scaloni’s side, 
who are the favourites in Group 
C, have a 13% chance of going 
on to scoop the trophy this year.

rounding out the top five 
contenders at the 2022 World 
Cup are France (12%), Spain 
(9%) and England (9%).

Despite being the third over-
all favourites to win the tourna-
ment, it is France who in fact 
have the highest probability 
of qualifying for the knockout 
stages of the tournament (91%), 
before the overall favourites 

Brazil (89%).
Croatia, who were beaten 

finalists in 2018, look unlikely 
to repeat that performance. 
zlatko Dalic’s side have just a 
4% chance of making it back to 
the final this year, with 11 other 
teams in the tournament hold-
ing a higher probability of doing 
so.

The United Kingdom will 
be represented by two teams 
for the first time since the 1998 
World Cup, with England and 
Wales drawn together in Group 
B.

according to the model, 
England have a 60% chance 
of topping the group and the 
fifth-best chance of winning the 
tournament overall (9%). Ga-
reth Southgate’s side are highly 
fancied to at least make the 
quarter-finals. Their probabil-
ity of reaching the last eight is 
56% - the third-highest percent-
age chance of any country at the 
World Cup.

The prospect of both Brit-
ish teams making the knockout 
stages is one to watch. Wales’ 
showdown with the United 
States looks to be key to their 
chances of making it out of 
Group B. They have been giv-
en a 41% chance of progress-
ing to the last 16, with the USa 
at a slightly higher 45%.

BRAZIL & 
ARGENTINA 
FAVOURITES 

Brazil will lift World Cup and Qatar will make the quarter-finals: Cafu

Opta predicts each 
country’s chances 
of winning

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

CaFU is predicting Brazil will win 
the FiFa World Cup™ for a sixth 
time at Qatar 2022.

The two-time winner is backing 
the South american giants to beat 
France in the final at lusail Stadium 
on 18 December.

The former Seleção captain, who 
lifted the trophy in 1994 and 2002, 
gave his predictions to the Supreme 
Committee for Delivery & legacy 
(see gallery below for full details) – 
and he is expecting a host of former 
champions to lead the way in Qatar 
once the tournament gets underway 
on 20 November.

“Teams like Brazil, England, ar-
gentina and France are the top seeds 
on merit. Germany, Belgium and 
Portugal are also very competitive. 
They all have the potential to reach 
the final and win the World Cup,” 

said Cafu, who is a Qatar legacy 
ambassador.

Cafu is also expecting host na-
tion Qatar to make it all the way to 
the quarter-finals. He is predict-
ing al annabi will finish second in 
Group a behind the Netherlands be-
fore claiming a round of 16 victory 
over England.

“Qatar have improved a lot in 
recent years,” said Cafu. “They 
have experienced players and good 
coaching staff. They showed how 
good they are by winning the asian 
Cup in 2019. They will face experi-
enced teams in Group a, but i hope 
they can go far in the tournament.”

Cafu expects an all-South ameri-
can clash in the semi-finals between 
Brazil and argentina, and is also 
backing France to beat Portugal in 
the last four.

“argentina versus Brazil is not 
an easy match because they are two 
great powers of world football, who 

individually have the best players in 
the world. France versus Portugal 
will also be a very difficult match, 
but i expect France to make the fi-
nal. They have important players 
like Karim Benzema and Kylian 
Mbappé.”

Cafu is then expecting a repeat 
of the 1998 FiFa World Cup™ – but 
with a different result. Twenty-four 
years ago, it was France who tasted 
victory on home soil with a 3-0 suc-
cess over Brazil in Paris.

“This would be the ultimate fi-
nal, and should Brazil win it, this 
would make them a mega champi-
on,” he said. “Brazil needs another 
title because it has been 20 years 
since the last one. Defeating a great 
rival like France to achieve it would 
be fantastic.”

Fans interested in attending Qa-
tar 2022 should click here for the 
latest tickets, accommodation and 
Hayya information.Brazil legend Cafu

Pedri believes Spain can build on 
its World Cup disappointments

STATS PERfORm/dPA
BERLIN

PEDri believes last year’s 
near misses in the European 
Championship and the Na-
tions league will benefit Spain 
in their quest to win a second 
World Cup this year.

The Barcelona midfielder 
was named Young Player of 
the Tournament as Spain were 
beaten by italy in the semi-
finals of the delayed Euro 
2020, before la roja suffered 
a Nations league final defeat to 
France last October.

While Spain have only 
reached the World Cup’s final 
four once in their past 13 par-
ticipations - when they won the 
tournament in 2010 - Pedri is 
optimistic about their chances 
of competing in Qatar.

asked by Mundo Deportivo 
whether luis Enrique’s side 
could win the tournament, the 
19-year-old responded: “Why 
not?  “You have to focus first on 
the group stage and then on the 
following rounds, but we have a 
team to be able to compete.

“We come from a Euro-
pean Championship and a Na-
tions league where we did very 
well. in the Euros we reached 
the semi-finals, and i was sure 
that if we went to the final, we 

would win it.  “in the Nations 
league i could hardly play, but 
the team was very good. We are 
a very good group and it shows 
on the pitch.

“We don’t have a megastar, 
the group is our best star. When 
you all run together and every-
one knows what they want and 
what you’re playing for, i think 
you have a lot done and a good 
chance of winning.

“We are going to the World 

Cup with everything, with a lot 
of desire to give the fans happi-
ness, whether they support us 
from home or from Qatar. let’s 
give it our all.” Pedri believes 
two South american sides 
could represent Spain’s main 
competitors in Qatar, with the 
form of Paris Saint-Germain 
star and ex-Barca great lionel 
Messi likely to be crucial to any 
challenge from argentina.

“i think that Brazil and ar-

gentina have two great teams,” 
Pedri said.

“Brazil because they have 
incredible quality in their play-
ers and argentina because 
they have the best player, and 
i think they are going to really 
want to win this World Cup.” 
Spain begin their World Cup 
campaign against Costa rica 
next Wednesday before facing 
fellow Group E foes Germany 
and Japan.
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Maradona’s ‘Hand of God’ ball 
auctioned for $2.4 million

PA mEdIA/dPA
LONDON

DiEGO Maradona’s “Hand of 
God” ball has been sold at an 
auction for £2 million ($2.4 
million).

argentina captain Mara-
dona scored two unforgetta-
ble goals in the quarter-final 
of the 1986 World Cup to beat 
England at Estadio azteca in 
Mexico City.

Maradona controversially 
punched the opener beyond 
England goalkeeper Peter 
Shilton - which the referee al-
lowed to stand - before scor-
ing a superb individual effort, 
later voted as the “Goal of the 
Century.” The argentinaplay-
maker, who died aged 60 in 
November 2020, claimed his 
contentious opening goal was 
scored “a little with the head of 
Maradona and a little with the 
hand of God.” Gary lineker, 
the 1986 Golden Boot winner, 
halved the deficit late on with 
his sixth goal of the tourna-
ment.

England, though, were 
knocked out of the tournament 
after losing 2-1, with argen-

tina going on to become world 
champions following a victory 
over West Germany in the final.

Tunisian referee ali Bin 
Nasser - who took charge of 
the game at the Estadio azteca 
- owned the ball, which was 
sold by Graham Budd auc-
tions on Wednesday, with the 

initial estimate having been 
between £2.5 million and £3 
million.

Maradona’s shirt from 
the match, which belonged 
to England midfielder Steve 
Hodge, fetched a record-
breaking £7.1 million at auc-
tion in May, having only been 

expected to achieve around £4 
million.

British auctioneer Budd, 
who specializes in sports 
memorabilia, far exceeded his 
personal record sale, which 
was £420,000 for the Olympic 
torch from the 1952 Games in 
Helsinki.

ahead of the auction, Bin 
Nasser said he felt it was the 
right time to share the item 
with the world and expressed 
hope the buyer would put it on 
public display.

Speaking of the handball 
goal, the Tunisian match offi-
cial said: “i couldn’t see the in-
cident clearly. The two players, 
Shilton and Maradona, were 
facing me from behind.

“as per FiFa’s instructions 
issued before the tournament 
i looked to my linesman for 
confirmation of the validity of 
the goal - he made his way back 
to the halfway line indicating 
he was satisfied that the goal 
should stand.

“at the end of the match 
the England head coach Bobby 
robson said to me: ‘You did a 
good job, but the linesman was 
irresponsible’.”

The match ball used in the 1986 FIFA World Cup Quarter-Final football 
match between Argentina and England, played at the Estadio Azteca, 
Mexico City, is pictured during a photocall ahead of its auction, at Wem-
bley Stadium in London on November 1, 2022. 

Spain international Pedri 



World Cup 
favourites

Andre Ayew: Africa can reach the next level
With the twilight of an event-

ful career slowly approach-
ing, Andre Ayew now finds 

himself on the cusp of the big time 
with Ghana in Qatar. And coach Otto 
Addo’s right-hand man thinks they 
have every chance of getting through 
Group h.

Ayew shares his World Cup am-
bitions with FiFA+:

After missing out on the 2018 World 
Cup, Ghana have finally made it back 
to the biggest stage. How much are 
you looking forward to it?
 We couldn’t be any prouder or happier 
to be back on the world stage. All of us 
know what a big deal this is for people 
worldwide. I feel that now we’re back, 
at long last, we’ve put the disappoint-
ment of 2018 behind us.

The Ghana team has many young play-
ers alongside several seasoned pros. 
As captain, what are your feelings 
going into the finals?
I’ve grown up and played alongside 
different generations, over two World 
Cups. I’ve learned a lot from them, 
and I still feel fit and strong enough to 
play at this level. I had the honour of 
leading my country to qualification. It 
was a great experience, but the focus 

now has to be on helping the young-
sters and convincing them that we can 
progress, for ourselves as a team as 
well as for the country. I enjoy every 
moment. 

How is the relationship with your 
brother Jordan in the team?
Both of us are capable of making our 

own mark and playing at the highest 
level. We’ll go out there to do our best 
for Ghana and make the country proud. 
I played in two World Cups, Jordan in 
one, so we know what to expect but 
it’s ultimately a collective effort, not 
just the two of us. The whole team has 
to come together, work hard and give 
our best. I think each of the players 

has what it takes to make their country 
proud on this world stage. 
You’ve been drawn alongside Uru-
guay, the team that ended Ghana’s 
fairy-tale journey in 2010. Does the 
chance to settle a score motivate you 
that bit more? 
Football’s not about taking revenge. 
We simply want to win and make our 
country proud. It will be our last group 
game, so I just hope whatever result 
we get is enough to make it through 
to the next round. We have to focus 
on the here and now – what happened 
before is irrelevant today. We have 
to do our best to make the continent 
proud, because playing the World Cup 
is actually for the whole of Africa, not 
just Ghana alone. And that’s really all 
we intend to focus on.

How much support do you think 
Ghana will have in the stadiums?
I think it will be off the scale. I think 
we’ll see a lot of Ghanaians in Qatar 
to support us and watch the games, 
but I also know how much the matches 
mean to them. I was in Ghana in 
2006, the year after I joined the na-
tional team. I know what it means for 
the nation. The guys back home drive 
around like crazy and honk their horns. 
I share the vibe, both as a supporter 

and a player. 

You also face Portugal and Korea 
Republic in your group. How  
challenging will that be?
Portugal are up there among the 
favourites and their quality stands 
out. Not to mention having one of the 
best players in the world in Cristiano 
Ronaldo. It promises to be a momen-
tous occasion and we have to live up 
to what people expect. We will fight 
and give our all on the pitch. Korea 
Republic also have a very strong and 
solid team, who all know each other 
well. It’s a very tough group. I think 
the teams are more or less on a par, 
apart from Portugal, who are favour-
ites.

Otto Addo is a living legend in 
Ghana, but this is his first ever  
World Cup. What’s it like working 
with a manager like him?
We are delighted. He’s a former na-
tional team player, now the manager 
and it was he who got us through the 
last two games against Nigeria to 
the World Cup. He’s doing a great job 
and we’re all behind him and plug-
ging away. He’s shown that Africans 
can make it to the next level.  
(Fifa.com)

Andre Ayew

FiFa.com

N
OW 37, Cristiano Ronaldo has been called up 
by Portugal for the fifth FiFA World Cup of 
his career. the Manchester United forward 
is much more than just his country’s all-time 
leading scorer. to say that CR7 is a one-man 

inflection point in the history of his national team would 
be no exaggeration.

in the 90 years that elapsed between Portugal’s first 
match and the international debut of Madeira’s most fa-
mous son, the national team appeared at just three World 
Cup and three UEFA EURO competitions. Before Ronaldo 
came along, Portugal’s finest hour at the World Cup was 
third place at England 1966. Other high points in their foot-
balling history came in 1989 and 1991, when the country’s 
youngsters won back-to-back FiFA U-20 World Cups. 

And in 2001, Luis Figo, the last big Portuguese star be-
fore the Ronaldo era, was named FiFA World Player of the 
Year.  though notable, those episodic achievements were 
not enough by themselves to thrust Portugal into the elite 
of international football. that all changed when Ronaldo 
stepped on to the scene in the early 2000s. 

How it all began
Since Ronaldo won his first cap, in a friendly against Ka-

zakhstan on 20 August 2003, Portugal have never missed a 
major competition, appearing at five World Cups and five 
EUROs in a row. With the No7 in their ranks, the Portu-
guese have gone from mere participants to genuine trophy 
contenders.

the ‘Ronaldo generation’ finished fourth at Germany 
2006, where they came close to equalling the country’s best-
ever World Cup campaign. And in more recent years, they 
have won two major competitions, EURO 2016 and the in-
augural UEFA Nations League in 2019.

Aside from those team prizes, Portugal’s star man has 
also amassed an unprecedented collection of individual 
accolades, among them five FiFA Best FiFA Men’s Player 
awards and four European Golden Shoes. he is also the 
highest scorer in the history of the UEFA Champions League 
and international football, and Real Madrid’s all-time top 
scorer.

in an interview he gave last week to mark his 50th birth-
day, Figo spoke of the legacy his successor as Portugal’s 
leading player has built. As the former Barcelona and Real 
Madrid man explained, before Ronaldo came along Portu-
gal would often go out on the pitch with a negative mindset, 
intent merely on avoiding defeat, such was their lack of con-
fidence and ambition.

that all changed when CR7 came on board. 
Despite representing a country of only ten million 
inhabitants, the team no longer had an inferior-
ity complex when up against the likes of France 
– their victims in the EURO 2016 final – or the 
Netherlands, the team they beat to win that Na-
tions League title. Ronaldo has had a notable part 
to play in shaping that winning mentality and in 
improving the physical fitness of his team-mates, 
helping to create a new generation of players ut-
terly committed to the Portugal cause.

A final farewell?
it is alongside those players – among 

them established internationals such as 
central defender Ruben Dias, attacking 
midfielder Bernardo Silva (both of Man-
chester City) and Manchester United 
midfielder Bruno Fernandes – that 
Ronaldo is now preparing for what 
might be his last World Cup. 

the man who changed the face 
of Portuguese football will make his 
first outing at Qatar 2022 against 
Ghana in Doha on 
November 24 . Portu-
gal’s subsequent op-
ponents in Group h 
will be Uruguay and 
Korea Republic. 

Portugal 
before Ronaldo 
 
World Cup: Three 
appearances from 17 
editions

EURO: Three appear-
ances from 11  
editions

Portugal after 
Ronaldo
World Cup: Five appear-
ances out of five
 
EURO: Five appearances 
out of five

Since Ronaldo won his 
first cap in a friendly 

against Kazakhstan  
on August 20, 2003,  
Portugal have never 

missed a major com-
petition, appearing at 
five World Cups and 
five EUROs in a row.  The man who  

changed the face  
of Portuguese football
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SYDNEY 

Novak Djokovic will receive 
a visa to compete in January’s 
australian open after the gov-
ernment decided to drop a 
three-year entry ban, Guardian 
Australia reported on Tuesday.

The Serbian, the record 
nine-times winner of the Mel-
bourne tennis grand slam, was 
unceremoniously deported 
early this year after arriving 
for the 2022 tournament when 
he was not vaccinated against 
coronavirus.

an automatic three-year 
ban followed but australia 
has since dropped the require-
ment to be jabbed and the 
Guardian said immigration 
minister andrew Giles will 
now give Djokovic a visa.

Djokovic expressed his 
relief at having his visa ban 
overturned which will allow 
him to compete in next year’s 
australian open.

The 35-year-old was de-
tained and then deported 
from australia last January in 
a dramatic process after trying 
to enter the country without 
having a CovID-19 vaccina-
tion.

He was subsequently given 
a three-year visa ban, which 
the australian government 
has since overturned, freeing 
him up for a return to Mel-
bourne Park in early 2023.

Djokovic was delighted to 
receive the news on Tuesday 
and celebrated with a 6-4, 6-1 
win over andrey Rublev in the 
aTP Tour Finals in Turin on 
Wednesday, which booked his 
place in the last four.

The Serbian said: “I was 

very happy to receive the news 
yesterday. It was a relief obvi-
ously knowing what I and the 
people closest to me in my life 
have been through this year 
with what happened in aus-
tralia and post-australia.

“I could not receive bet-
ter news for sure - during this 
tournament as well.

“Did it affect my game to-
day? I would like to believe it 
did. Why not? I don’t think 
it did affect me too much be-
cause I’m familiar with what I 
need to do in order to prepare 
myself for every match.

“of course, knowing that 
I have clarity now, what I do 
in the off-season, starting the 
season in australia, also of 
course it did relieve some of 
the pressure me and my team 
felt. Just giving that clarity 
makes it great for us.

“australian open has been 
my most successful Grand 
Slam. I made some of the best 
memories there. of course, I 
want to go back there, I want 
to play tennis, do what I do 
best, hopefully have a great 
australian summer.

“I’m always thankful to go 
through experiences, no mat-
ter what the experiences are. I 
try to be optimistic and posi-
tive in life. I look forward to 
starting the new year in aus-
tralia, and we’ll see how the 
next year goes.” 

Djokovic put in a flaw-
less display against Rublev 
to make it through to the last 
four for the 11th time at the 
end-of-season event.

Stefanos Tsitsipas and Da-
niil Medvedev meet later on 
Wednesday, with both men 
having lost their first match.

Scaloni open to making changes to Argentina squad

Djokovic handed 
visa for Australian 
Open, celebrates 
with a win in Turin

DPA 
BERLIN 

LIoNeL Scaloni will consider mak-
ing changes to argentina’s squad 
ahead of their World Cup campaign 
getting under way should players 
not prove their fitness.

argentina head coach Scaloni 
named his 26-man travelling part 
for Qatar 2022 on Sunday ahead of 
his side’s opening Group C fixture 
against Saudi arabia on November 
22.

Paulo Dybala made the cut after 
recently returning from injury for 
club side Roma, though he played 
no part in Wednesday’s 5-0 win 
over the United arab emirates.

Teams can make injury-en-
forced changes to their squad from 
a list of 55 players previously sub-
mitted until the day before their 
opening game, something Scaloni is 
open to.

“We have some little problems 
and still have some days to decide 
the list,” he told TyC Sports. “We 
can make changes, hopefully not, 
but there is the possibility.  “There 
are several players who today have 
been left out of the side because 
they were either not fit to play or 
there was a risk of injury.

“I can’t guarantee that these 
players are fine. In principle, they 
are, but you have to be cautious. 
That’s why we have been careful 

with the minutes.” 
argentina had no trouble ex-

tending their unbeaten run to 36 
matches with their five-star show-
ing against the Uae, with angel Di 
Maria and Lionel Messi playing big 
parts.

Di Maria scored twice and as-
sisted one for Messi, who had ear-
lier played in Julian alvarez for the 
opener, before substitute Joaquin 
Correa added a fifth in the second 
period.

“We played with a World Cup 
mentality today,” said midfielder 
Rodrigo de Paul. “I think this was 
a good test but we played well and 
also kept a clean sheet.

“If we want our opening [World 
Cup] match to go well, we have to 
arrive with this same mentality. We 
expressed ourselves well and con-
tinually want to improve.” Reigning 
South american champions argen-
tina follow up their opener against 
Saudi arabia with game against 
Mexico and Poland.

Argentina’s national football team coach Lionel Scaloni gives a press conference in 
Abu Dhabi recently. (AFP)

DPA 
LONDON

NeyMaR revealed he and 
Paris Saint-Germain team-
mate Lionel Messi joke about 
a potential World Cup final be-
tween Brazil and argentina in 
Qatar.

Neymar and Messi, along-
side kylian Mbappe, form a 
fearsome front three for PSG, 
one that has fired them to a 
five-point lead at the top of 
Ligue 1 and reached the Cham-
pions League knockout stages.

But that alliance will be 
temporarily halted until PSG’s 
next game on December 28, as 
the three superstars bid to win 
the World Cup for their respec-
tive countries.

While he was highly com-
plimentary of Messi and Mbap-
pe, Neymar jokingly hinted 
that he fancies his Brazil side’s 
chances in a potential match-
up with Messi’s argentina.

“We don’t discuss it very 
much,” Neymar told Britain’s 
Telegraph.

“But sometimes we joke 

about crossing paths with each 
other in the final.

“I tell him [Messi] that I’ll 
be champion and win against 
him and we have a good laugh.

“Playing with him and ky-
lian is a huge pleasure. They’re 
two greats, with Messi long 
considered the best in the 
world.

“kylian is a young player 
who’s been growing and show-
ing his potential and still has a 
lot to grow. It’s always great to 

play alongside the greats, I’ve 
always preferred that because 
the chances of winning are 
higher.” 

Neymar feels Brazil are 
one of the favourites, but also 
highlighted a number of other 
teams he believes are capable 
of making the final on Decem-
ber 18.

“The World Cup is full of 
surprises,” he explained. “you 
get teams that unexpectedly 
get very far in the competition 
even if many don’t believe in 
them.

“But I believe the favourites 
are argentina, Germany, Spain 
and France. I think those four 
along with Brazil are fully capa-
ble of reaching the final.” at the 
age of 30, the Qatar World Cup 
could be Neymar’s last attempt 
at glory with Brazil, having 
fallen short in his two previous 
experiences at international 
football’s premier tournament.

one of those was particu-
larly painful, when Neymar 
suffered a back injury in a vic-
torious quarter-final meeting 
with Colombia at Brazil’s home 

tournament in 2014.
Neymar was ruled out of 

the semi-final with Germany, a 
match Brazil went on to lose by 
a humiliating 7-1 scoreline.

But the former Barcelona 
forward says his career would 
not feel incomplete if he were 
to never win the World Cup, 
saying: “No, in my career I’ve 
achieved things beyond my im-
agination.

“So, if it ended today, I 
would still be the happiest per-
son in the world.” The number 
10 jersey that Neymar dons for 
Brazil is steeped in history, hav-
ing been worn by Selecao icons 
like Pele, Ronaldinho and Zico.

Neymar does not experi-
ence the pressure that could 
come with following those Bra-
zilian idols, declaring: “I don’t 
feel under pressure, quite the 
opposite.

“I’m happy to be able to 
wear the number 10 on the Bra-
zilian team and make history. 
It’s a great pride and honour to 
be part of the group of players 
that wore it and I only feel hap-
piness about it.”

3 superstars’ 
WC bid

Brazil’s Neymar: ‘I tell 
Messi I’ll be champion!’
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Serbia’s Novak Djokovic celebrates winning a point during his round-
robin match against Russia’s Andrey Rublev at the ATP Finals in Turin 
on Wednesday. (AFP)

Paris Saint-Germain’s Argentine forward Lionel Messi (left), Brazilian forward Neymar (centre) and Paris Saint-Germain’s French forward Kylian 
Mbappe (right) in Paris recently. (AFP)

Kylian is a young player 
who’s been growing and 
showing his potential and 
still has a lot to grow. It’s 
always great to play 
alongside the greats, I’ve 
always preferred that 
because the chances of 
winning are higher
Neymar

Argentina had no trouble extending their 
unbeaten run to 36 matches with their 

five-star showing against the UAE, with Angel 
Di Maria and Lionel Messi playing big parts
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INTEGRATION, collaboration, 
and connectivity across multi-
ple stakeholders in the eSports 
ecosystem are vital for the sec-
tor to reach its undoubted po-
tential in the Middle East, ac-
cording to senior officials from 
QUEST Esports, one of the 
leading esports organizations 
in the Middle East and North 
Africa (MENA).

Latest data forecasts the 
value of gaming in the MENA 
region to reach US$ 5 billion 
by 2025. Still, QUEST Esports 
CEO Elie Honain insists more 
needs to be done for the es-
ports ecosystem to truly flour-
ish, starting with publishers 
embracing the Middle East, 
alongside public-private sector 
collaboration.

“Publishers are the core of 
esports; this is the struggle we 
have had over the past dec-
ade with the majority of them 
not having a presence here. 
Publishers need to consider 
relocating or opening up of-
fices in the Middle East to spur 
regional competition growth, 
and so we’re not always feed-
ing into EU tournaments,” said 
Honain, who was speaking at 

the inaugural Initiate Summit, 
part of the first Dubai Esports 
Festival at Expo City, Dubai.

“Federations also need to 
collaborate with publishers to 
help grow the regional scene. In 
addition, if we look at intercon-
nectivity and how some coun-
tries do not even have access to 
fibre optic internet, there isn’t 
an even playing ground. If pub-
lishers show faith in the region 
by investing, this will have a 
knock-on effect on telecommu-

nication and governments to 
push investment in infrastruc-
ture and connectivity,” added 
Honain.

“We need to show poten-
tial partners and sponsors that 
there are opportunities here 
when getting involved in Es-
ports – and governments can 
help. Saudi Arabia is a great 
example of how to promote the 
fact you are building an ecosys-
tem. Because we have a pres-
ence there, we have received 
so many enquiries about how 
to get involved,” added Honain. 

Meanwhile, Elie Gemayel, 
Chief Strategy Officer at 
QUEST Esports, participated 
in a panel discussion looking 
at where and how fans engage 
with content and admitted the 
industry must up its game.

FIFA World Cup Qatar will positively impact our  
society: World and Olympic champion Barshim

‘Collaboration key  
for regional Esports  

to flourish’
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WORLD and Olympic high 
jump champion Mutaz Bar-
shim understands the impact 
of hosting major sporting 
events – and believes Qatar’s 
staging of the FIFA World Cup 
presents a unique opportunity 
to unite people through their 
shared love of football.   

“The World Cup will posi-
tively impact our society by 
showcasing our culture world-
wide and helping people to cre-
ate friendships and build net-
works. It is a golden opportunity 
to change negative perceptions 
about the region and create new 
and meaningful connections,” 
said Barshim, who is also a 
FIFA World Cup Ambassador.

Growing up, Barshim was 
inspired by his father, who 
was also a track and field ath-
lete. Barshim would follow 
his father to the local training 
club before later joining the 
Aspire Academy for Sports 

Excellence – where he soon 
became one of the country’s 
most promising track and 
field athletes. 

Barshim’s breakthrough 
year came in 2010 when he 
won the World Junior Cham-
pionships. He has won a slew 
of medals since, including 
three World Athletics Cham-
pionships titles, in 2017, 2019 
and 2022. He claimed Olym-

pic silver in 2012 and 2016 
before bagging gold at Tokyo 
2020 after sharing the high 
jump title with Italian Gian-
marco Tamberi. Barshim is 
the first Qatari to win Olympic 
gold in a track and field event.

Barshim said: “I have lived 
the dream of being at a global 
event and it having a major 
impact on me. The things I 
have learned, the experiences 

I went through, the relation-
ships I built, the friendships 
I formed and the milestones 
I have been able to achieve – 
they all made a really positive 
change in my life and I can’t 
wait to see that happen here in 
Qatar during the World Cup.”

Qatar 2022 will be held 
in eight state-of-the-art stadi-
ums from 20 November to 18 
December. 

The tournament will get 
underway when hosts Qatar 
face Ecuador at the majestic 
Al Bayt Stadium. 

Barshim said: “This is a 
once-in-a-lifetime opportunity 
that won’t be repeated. We’re 
hosting the World Cup in an 
Arab country and a Muslim 
country for the first time. I hope 
everyone comes and makes the 
most of this experience to learn 
more about Arab hospitality 
and all different cultures.”

As well as top-class foot-
ball, Qatar will host a vast ar-

ray of entertainment options 
during the World Cup, includ-
ing the FIFA Fan Festival at 

Al Bidda Park and the 6km 
Corniche Activation.

Barshim encourages all 
fans to enjoy the exciting and 
welcoming nature of the first 
World Cup in the region.  

“When fans experience 
everything first-hand and take 
in the festive atmosphere they 
will feel the uniqueness of this 
moment. I hope everyone uses 
this opportunity to come and 
have the best time,” he said.

Olympic gold medalist and World high jump champion Mutaz Essa Barshim of Qatar.

Ezzat Nafs caps Doha Cup Day
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SABHEA Awad Ibrahim-
owned and Mohamed Khaled 
Elahmed-trained Ezzat Nafs 
(QA) cornered glory to cap 
the Doha Cup Day in the 11th 
Race Meeting of Qatar Rac-
ing & Equestrian Club (QREC) 
on dirt at the Al Rayyan Race-
course on Wednesday.

The feature race on eight-
races card, the Doha Cup, a 
1700m Conditions for 3YO+ 
Local Purebred Arabians saw 
jockey Alberto Sanna give Ez-
zat Nafs a great ride to win by 
half a length.

QREC’s Racing Manager 
Abdulla Rashid Al Kubaisi 

presented the trophies to 
the winners.

Earlier, trainer Gassim 
Ghazali and jockey Marco 
Casamento were once again in 
the winners’ enclosure, having 
teamed up with the Al Hajaj 
Stud-owned Nakheel (FR) to 
win a 1900m Handicap (85-
105) for 4YO+ Purebred Arabi-
ans by half a length.

Abdulaziz Ali Al Kathiri-
owned and trained Millions got 
back to winning ways quickly 
as he took a 1200m Handicap 
for 3YO+ Thoroughbreds by 
1¼ lengths. In the final stages, 
the 4YO responded generously 
to the urgings of his jockey Ro-
nan Thomas, who completed a 
double on the day.

Hamad Ateeq Mohammed 
Al Marri-owned Suheal Qatar 
made his seasonal debut a suc-

cess in a 1700m Handicap (70-
90) for 3YO+ Local Thorough-
breds. The Abdulaziz Hamad 
Al Marri-trained 4YO found 
extra to see off his rivals by 2½ 

lengths under jockey Rashid Ali 
Al Saaq.

After two placed finishes 
this season, the Al Wakra-
owned and Zuhair Mohsen-

trained Superior Moment 
(IRE) was a comfortable 
2-length winner of a 1700m 
Handicap (65-85) for 3YO+ 
Thoroughbreds under jockey 
Ronan Thomas.

Al Jasra Stud-owned My 
Kinda Day marked his 1st start 
this season with an impressive 
effort as the Owaida Salem Al 
Hajri-trained 5YO stretched 
4½ lengths clear of the field at 
the line under jockey Abdulla 
Rashid Al Hajri to win a 1200m 
Handicap (0-70) for 3YO+ 
Thoroughbreds.

Al Zaeem Stud’s homebred 
Sakher (QA) (Taigan x Izala 
VI) took a 1200m Maiden for 
3-6YO Local Thoroughbreds 
for trainer Gassim Ghazali and 
jockey Marco Casamento, who 
was in the saddle for the one 
and a quarter length win. 

The Doha Cup Day kicked 
off with an exciting finish of a 
1700m Maiden for 3YO Pure-
bred Arabians as the Moham-
med Khamis Eisa Al Kaabi-
owned and Ibrahim Saeed Al 
Malki-trained Lady Mourtajez, 
under Tomas Lukasek, got up by 
a head in front of Seraia De Pine.
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Superstar athlete 
sees the  

tournament as  
an opportunity to 
form meaningful 

connections

 The World Cup will positively impact our society by 
showcasing our culture worldwide and helping people to 
create friendships and build networks. It is a golden 
opportunity to change negative perceptions about the 
region and create new and meaningful connections.

FIFA World Cup Ambassador Mutaz Barshim

QUEST Esports CEO, CSO discuss issues and growth 
potential for thriving sector at Dubai Esports Festival

QUEST Esports CEO Elie Honain.

The winning team of Ezzat Nafs after being awarded their trophies by Qatar Racing & Equestrian Club’s 
(QREC) Racing Manager Abdulla Rashid Al Kubaisi (2nd left) at the Al Rayyan Racecourse on Wednesday.

Action from one of the Doha Cup Day Races of the 11 Race Meeting of 
QREC at the Al Rayyan Racecourse on Wednesday.

Jockey Alberto Sanna guides  
Ezzat Nafs to victory on Wednesday.
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Brazil’s coach Tite (Front R) gathers players and staff around a TV screen during a training session on Wednesday at the Continassa training ground in Turin, as part of Brazil’s preparation ahead of FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022. (AFP)

STATS Perform/dPA
DohA 

James maddison will 
likely be available for eng-

land’s World Cup opener 
against Iran following 

the Leicester City for-
ward’s injury scare 
against West Ham.

The Foxes forward 
earned a Three Lions re-
call last week as part of 
Gareth southgate’s 26-

man party for Qatar 2022, 
three years on from his 
only cap. But maddison’s 
long-awaited return to 
the fold looked to be in 

jeopardy after he departed 
early during his side’s Pre-

mier League clash with the 
Hammers over the weekend.

He has since travelled 
to Qatar with the rest of the 
england squad, however, and 
has now allayed fan fears of 
a potential lay-off that could 
disrupt his tournament.

“The injury is OK,” he 
stated. “We had a scan 

the day before we met 
up, and it was positive. 

I had a little problem in the lead 
up to the West Ham game.

“I wanted to play, I didn’t 
want to not play because of the 
World Cup, that’s not the sort of 
person I am. I wanted to show the 
focus was still there.

“I’ll have to do a little bit of 
work with the physios here to get 
up to full speed [but] it shouldn’t 
affect me playing in the first 
game. I’m hopeful I’ll be fine.” 

maddison was one of a few 
players southgate revealed he 
called to inform they had been 
selected ahead of his squad an-
nouncement, though the 25-year-
old initially did not answer.

“I was actually having a chat 
with (Leicester boss) Brendan 
(Rodgers) in his office,” he added. 

“I went downstairs into the 
dressing room, and I’d missed a 
call off Gareth. The heart starts 
beating. I’d had his number saved 
still.

“I went up and called him 
back, and he gave me the good 
news, which was all a bit of a blur. 
after the call had ended it was a 
head on the wall moment, took a 
big deep breath, and then I called 
my parents.”

France’s forward Kylian Mbappe arrives with the 
French team at the Hamad International Airport in 
Doha on Wednesday, ahead of FIFA World Cup Qatar 
2022. (AFP)

Wales’ forward Gareth Bale gestures as he boards a bus after disembarking a plane at the Hamad 
International Airport in Doha on Wednesday, ahead of FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022. (AFP)

Uruguay’s forward Luis Suarez (C) looks on as fans gather 
around the Uruguay national football team bus at the 
New York University Abu Dhabi stadium in Abu Dhabi on 
Wednesday during a training camp ahead of the FIFA World 
Cup Qatar 2022. (AFP)

Switzerland’s coach Murat Yakin prepares a training 
session for the team at the University of Doha for 
science and technology training facilities, in Doha on 
Wednesday, ahead of FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022. (AFP)

England’s players take part in a training session at the Al Wakrah Stadium in Doha on November 16, 2022, ahead of 
the Qatar 2022 World Cup football tournament. (Photo by Paul ELLIS / AFP)

Switzerland’s 
midfielder 
Xherdan Shaqiri 
in Doha on 
Wednesday. 
(AFP)

Big
stars

arrive
     teamsas

to
continue

prepare
england’s maddison hopeful 

of availability for opener




