
Wednesday
november 16, 2022
rabi al-akhar 22, 1444

Vol.16  no. 5729  qR 2

EMBRACE TRAVEL, EXPERIENCE A NEW JOURNEY.
Call or WhatsApp Us on +974 4448 4848

Fajr: 4:31 am   
Dhuhr:  11:19 am 
Asr:  2:24 pm   
Maghrib:  4:48 pm     
Isha:  6:18 pm

HigH : 32°C
LOW : 24°C

FIne

4  Days to go

QNA
DOHa

Prime minister and minister of interior 
He Sheikh Khalid bin Khalifa bin Abdulaziz 
Al Thani on Tuesday inaugurated Al meshaf 
Health Center in the Al meshaf district.

 During his tour to the centre, the 
Prime minister was briefed on its various 
facilities, sections, and medical units that 
have been put in place in accordance with 

the highest approved international stand-
ards for health facilities and sustainability 
standards to ensure the integration of the 
facility with the health services provided by 
the state. 

Also, the Pm listened to an explanation 
about the centre’s capacity and its various 
medical services, healthcare, and specialized 
care provided to patients.

Prime minister inaugurates 
al meshaf health Center

PM visits National Health 
Incident Command Center

Prime minister and minister of interior He Sheikh Khalid bin 
Khalifa bin abdulaziz al Thani paid an inspection visit to the 
National Health incident Command Center (NHiCC) at Hamad 
medical Corporation’s ambulance Service headquarters on 
Tuesday. (QNA)  pAge 12
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HiS Highness the amir of 
State of Qatar Sheikh Tamim 
bin Hamad al Thani sent a 
written message to He Presi-
dent of the european Council 
Charles michel, pertaining to 
relations between the State 
of Qatar and the european 
union, and ways to support 
and enhance them. The 
message was handed over by 
ambassador of Qatar to the 
european union and NaTO 
abdulaziz bin ahmed al malki, 
during a meeting with Foreign 
Policy adviser at the Cabinet 
of the european Council Presi-
dent manon Barthod. 

Amir sends 
message to  
EU president

miNiSTer of Social Development and 
Family He mariam bint ali bin Nasser 
al misnad has underlined that the FiFa 
World Cup Qatar 2022 constitutes 
an opportunity to convey an honour-
able image of the Qatari identity and 
culture, as well as the true image of 
arabs and muslims away from stereo-
types. pAge 2

World Cup an opportunity to 
convey honourable image 
of our identity: Minister

See also page 12 

Starting from  
today, Qatar  

Tribune will bring 
out special FIFA 
World Cup Qatar 
2022 supplement



‘Qatar World Cup a chance to convey 
honourable image of our identity’
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MINISTER of Social Develop-
ment and Family HE Mariam 
bint Ali bin Nasser Al Mis-
nad has underlined that the 
FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 
constitutes an opportunity to 
convey an honourable image 
of the Qatari identity and cul-
ture, as well as the true image 
of Arabs and Muslims away 
from distortion and stereo-
types. The minister affirmed 
that Qatar is open to criti-
cism, but it will never bend to 
attacks aimed at detracting it.

In an interview with Qatar 
News Agency, the Minister of 
Social Development and Fam-
ily said that this global foot-
ball event “is an opportunity 
that we have long waited for 
as Arabs and Muslims to show 
the whole world our true face 
away from distortion and ste-
reotypes. We should not feel 
threatened. We are proud of 
our culture and religion; this 
does not negate that we accept 
others, on the basis of mutual 
respect.” 

She continued, “Yes, there 
may be abuses here and there, 

but let’s look at the bigger 
picture, not exceptions. The 
broader picture is that we are 
having a historic opportunity 
in which we will not only rep-
resent Qatar, but all Arabs 
and Muslims.”

In this context, she 
stressed, “Our first and main 
priority is the success of host-
ing this event, and giving the 
coming fans an exceptional 
experience. As for rumours, 
accusations and attempts to 
distortion, we consider them 
a motivating factor to prove 
our strength and capabilities, 

as I mentioned.” 
“We follow these criti-

cisms with great regret. The 
problem is not related to 
criticism, on the contrary, 
we are open to any criticism 
that contributes to correcting 
mistakes. Indeed, the State of 
Qatar has undertaken many 
reforms that are in its devel-
opment interests and are in 
line with its civilisational vi-
sions,” the minister added.

She noted that since Qa-
tar won the right to host the 
2022 World Cup, many pens 
have begun to direct arrows 

of criticism towards it, and 
soon it became clear that it is 
a matter of attack rather than 
criticism.

She recalled the recent 
speech of His Highness the 
Amir of State of Qatar Sheikh 
Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani 
before the Shura Council on 
this point: “The campaign 
tends to continue and expand 
to include fabrications and 
double standards that were so 
ferocious that it has unfortu-
nately prompted many people 
to question the real reasons 
and motives behind this cam-
paign,” HH the Amir said.

Al Misnad emphasised 
that Qatar is an Arab and 
Muslim country, and among 
its most important cultural 
and civilisational features are 
generosity and good recep-
tion and welcome of guests. 
“Yes, we are a country that 
welcomes everyone, but we 
are also a country that has its 
own values, morals and civili-
sational and cultural context. 
We accept criticism and seek 
to develop ourselves, improve 
our people and serve our na-
tion, but we certainly do not 
bend to attacks.”

Yes, we are a 
country that 
welcomes 

everyone, but we are also 
a country that has its 
own values, morals and 
civilisational and cultural 
context. We accept criticism 
and seek to develop 
ourselves, improve our 
people and serve our 
nation, but we certainly do 
not bend to attacks.”
—HE Mariam bint Ali bin  
Nasser Al Misnad

Italian vessel arrives to help 
secure FIFA World Cup

THE Qatari Amiri Naval Forces on Tuesday received the Italian Paolo 
Thaon di Revel vessel at Umm Al Houl naval base. The arrival of 
the vessel comes within the framework of cooperation agreements 
signed by the Ministry of Defence with the friendly forces in pursuit 
of securing the FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 tournament. (QNA)

MINISTER of Transport HE Jassim bin Saif Al Sulaiti toured the 
Mukaynis Meteorology Center on Tuesday and inspected its 
preparations related to the FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022. The 
minister viewed the workflow at the center, which includes a 
weather radar -- the first of its kind in Qatar — which significantly 
contributes to improving weather forecasts by monitoring numer-
ous weather elements, thus enhancing weather forecast job with 
regard to issuing immediate alerts during volatile conditions. 
Furthermore, officials from the Qatar Civil Aviation Authority 
briefed him on preparations in place at other meteorological sta-
tions. Meteorology in Qatar has significantly progressed with the 
number of meteorology stations now hitting 46, including eight 
stations at the World Cup stadiums to feed the championship 
organisers with real-time weather information around the clock 
via a safe and advanced automated system. (QNA)

Minister tours Mukaynis  
Meteorology Center

THE Shura Council’s Economic 
and Financial Affairs Committee, 
at a meeting under the chairman-
ship of HE Ahmed bin Hitmi Al 
Hitmi on Tuesday, discussed the 
state’s draft general budget for 
the fiscal year 2023, along with 
the draft law for its approval.

The committee hosted Assis-
tant Undersecretary for Treasury 
Affairs at the Ministry of Finance 
Abdulrahman Fouad Al Modahka, 
Director of the Department of Fi-
nancial Policies at the Ministry of 
Finance Abdulrahman Mohamed 
Jolo and Director of the Budget 
Department at the Ministry of 
Finance Salman Mohammed Al 
Mahmoud. The officials of the 
Ministry of Finance responded 
to the inquiries and comments 
by the committee members with 
respect to the chapters and 
sectors of the state budget. The 
committee decided to submit 
its report on the state’s draft 
general budget for the fiscal year 
2023 along with the draft law for 
its approval to the council. (QNA)

Shura Council’s 
panel discusses 
draft budget for 
fiscal year 2023
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MINISTER of Labour HE Dr 
Ali bin Smaikh Al Marri has af-
firmed that the slanderous alle-
gations and negative campaign 
against Qatar began to take a tip-
ping point by adopting hate and 
racist rhetoric with the aim of 
offending the Qatari people and 
their national team, stressing the 
rejection of hate speech and sys-
tematic racism towards Qatar, its 
people, and its national team.

Al Marri made it clear that 
the campaign run by some 
against Qatar has been escalated 
in pace over the past weeks with-
out real justifications, pointing 
out that what the World Cup 
is being exposed to in Qatar 
amounts to intellectual and me-
dia terrorism and gaslighting on 
racist pretexts.

The Minister of Labour par-
ticipated in European Parlia-
ment hearing on labour reforms 
in Qatar, which took place in 
Brussels, upon an invitation by 
Human Rights Subcommittee 
and the European Parliament 
Delegation for Relations with 
Arabian Peninsula. 

International Labor Organi-
zation (ILO), the International 
Trade Union Confederation, and 
Human Rights Watch participat-
ed in the hearing, in the presence 
of members of the European Un-
ion Subcommittee on Human 
Rights, a large number of parlia-
mentarians and diplomats.

He explained that whoever 

runs the negative campaign 
against Qatar has not only lost 
his real compass, but also lost the 
logic and rationality of presenta-
tion, indicating that it is illogical 
to say that 6,500 workers died 
during the period of building and 
equipping the World Cup facili-
ties, according to what was men-
tioned in the media, i.e. an aver-
age of 2 deaths a day which the 
mind cannot believe. He noted 
that the death count and mortal-
ity rates are published in the me-
dia are increasing every day away 
from professional ethics and cri-
terion, noting that every day we 
hear a new number of victims, 
some of whom said 6,500 and 
others said 10 thousand and oth-
ers 15 thousand as if we are in a 
public auction to bid in daily.

The minister highlighted the 
importance of the Qatari dia-
logue with the European Union 
and the European Parliament 
on a permanent basis in many 
areas, including human rights 
issues, noting that this dia-
logue will continue in the com-
ing years. Al Marri expressed 
his thanks and appreciation to 
Chair of the Subcommittee on 
Human Right in the European 
Parliament Maria Arena and 
members of the committee for 
giving the State of Qatar with 
the opportunity to present facts 
and truths about Qatar’s Labor 
sector away from slanderous al-
legations that are not evinced by 
any facts.

He pointed out that dialogue, 
consultation and cooperation 
with the Human Rights Subcom-
mittee and the Relations Mission 
to the Arabian Peninsula in the 
European Parliament will con-
tinue during the coming period, 
especially as the cooperation has 
yielded many joint achievements 
in the Labor sector. His Excel-
lency revealed that there are con-
sultations between the Ministry 
of Labor and the European Com-
mission to sign a memorandum 
of understanding soon with the 
aim of supporting ways of joint 
cooperation in the fields of the 
Labor sector.

He highlighted that the vol-
ume of slanderous allegations 
that have been spread during 
the past two months against 
Qatar’s hosting of the World 
Cup has not been exposed to 
any country that has hosted the 
World Cup before, noting that 
this has raised many questions 
about the motives behind this 
hostile campaign and its goals.

He pointed out that Qatar 
has adopted rapidly over the 
past years the implementation 
of a series of labour reforms 
with the testimony of labour 
organisations and specialised 
labour unions, but some par-
ties are trying to ignore all 
these facts, noting that in their 
systematic campaign against 
Qatar they prefer to re-publish 
and adopt unfounded statistics 
and allegations.

We won’t tolerate 
hate speech and 
racism: Al Marri
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His Highness the Amir of State of Qatar Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani has received a written mes-
sage from President of the Democratic Republic of the Congo Felix Tshisekedi. The message pertains 
bilateral relations between the two countries and the ways to support and enhance them. The message 
was received by Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign Affairs HE Sheikh Mohammed bin Abdul-
rahman Al Thani during his meeting with Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign Affairs Christophe 
Lutondula Abala of the Congo in Doha on Tuesday. (QNA)

AMIR RECEIVES MESSAGE

HAMAD BIN SUHAIM AL THANI CHAIRMAN
ADEL ALI BIN ALI MANAGING DIRECTOR
DR HASSAN MOHAMMED AL ANSARI EDITOR-IN-CHIEFESTABLISHED SEPTEMBER 3, 2006

Minister of Labour HE Dr Ali bin Smaikh Al Marri. 

Whoever runs the 
negative campaign 
against Qatar has not 
only lost his real com-
pass, but also lost the 
logic and rationality of 
presentation: Labour 
Minister to European 
Parliament
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All projects serving the FIFA 
World Cup Qatar 2022 are 
complete, the Public Works 
Authority (Ashghal) an-
nounced on Wednesday. The 

projects aim to enhance the overall fan 
experience during the tournament and 
leave an impression of the great legacy 
of the people of Qatar. For more than 10 
years, Ashghal has been committed to im-
plementing all projects serving the FIFA 
World Cup Qatar 2022. These projects in-
clude a world-class developed network of 
expressways and main roads to pave the 
way to all tournament stadiums, sports 
facilities and the most vital attractions in 
the country. In addition to parks, beaches, 
public facilities, pedestrian and cycling 
paths along the roads, drainage and rain-
water drainage networks.

All roads lead to stadiums
Ashghal has succeeded in achieving 

an integrated road network with interna-
tional standards serving all regions of Qa-
tar that provide vital expressways linking 
major cities and residential areas while 
paving the way to the stadiums. All ex-
pressway projects leading to the stadiums 
have been completed with a total length of 
1,791 km, in addition to 207 bridges and 
143 tunnels.

Among the major roads that have been 
opened during the past years are Al Majd 
Road, Al Khor Road, Lusail Road, G-Ring 
Road and Al Rayyan Road. In addition to 
Sabah Al Ahmad Corridor, Khalifa Avenue 
and E-Ring Road.

These roads and other main and local 
ones not only link the stadiums but con-
tribute to quick and easy access for fans to 
move between the stadiums and the most 
important tourist destinations around 
areas. In addition to facilitating access to 
various transportation means to achieve a 
unique experience for the fans.

Doha Central and Corniche 
The Supervisory Committee of Beauti-

fication of Roads and Public Places in Qa-
tar has recently developed the overall look 
of Doha through developmental works on 
several roads and intersections, which in 
turn will contribute to enhancing safety 
and achieving traffic flow on the road net-
work during the tournament.

The main works of the Corniche and 
Doha Central Development and Beauti-
fication Projects have been completed, 
which include the development of seven 
main areas between the Corniche and A-
Ring Road. In addition to the implemen-
tation of a street lighting network, the 
installation of new traffic lights, the con-
struction of multi-story parking buildings 
for parking and pedestrian bridges. These 
projects include 28 km of road works and 
landscaping works on an area of 238,348 
m2 in the heart of Doha. It aims to create 
a healthy environment that encourages 
living a healthy lifestyle. The importance 

of this area lies in the fact that it contains 
many tourist attractions such as the Cor-
niche, parks, museums, shopping, and en-
tertainment attractions.

Additionally, roads and parks have 
been developed in North West Bay and the 
area between the A-Ring Road and C-Ring 
Road. The project includes Al Dafna and 
zones 14, 15, 16, 24 and 25. It also includes 
10 km of road works and landscaping 
works on an area of 420,942 m2. 

Pedestrian and cycling paths
Promoting a healthier lifestyle, Ash-

ghal constructed 2,131 km of pedestrian 
and cycling paths in most of highway and 
local road projects in Qatar. In addition 
to constructing more than 16 bridges and 
five pedestrian tunnels. These pedestrian 
and cycling paths are connected to all sta-
diums hosting the World Cup matches. 

Beautification projects
The Supervisory Committee of Beau-

tification of Roads and Public Places in 
Qatar strives to create a healthy, cultural, 
and community-based environment that 
encourages both citizens and residents to 
adopt a healthy lifestyle through many of 
its projects, the most important of which 
is the development and beautification of 
Doha Central and Corniche Street that 
aimed at humanizing the roads and make 
them environmentally friendly. 

Ashghal’s projects have focused on in-
creasing green spaces and planting trees, 
as more than 11 million square meters of 
green spaces was planted and completed 
planting more than 900 thousand trees 
within “Qatar Beautification and Our 
Kids Planting Trees” campaign that was 
launched in cooperation with the Minis-
try of Environment and Climate Change 
in 2019, in addition to the completion of 
constructing and developing 11 public 
parks and green plazas that serve the pub-
lic, which include the parks of Al Ebb, Al 
Gharrafa, 56, Kelaib, Al Abraj, Al Masrah, 
Abdulla bin Hamad Al Attiya, Post Office 
and Shura.

Public facilities for and after WC
Ashghal has worked on the construc-

tion of several public buildings of which 
the World Cup was one of its catalysts in 
the field of health, education, tourism, 
communications, and transportation, one 
of these major projects is the construction 
of 15 bus depots and stations that trans-
port the public and facilitate transporta-
tion during World Cup in cooperation 
with the Ministry of Transport, and the 
construction of 3 plazas to become land-
marks for celebrations and would accom-
modate a capacity of 5000 people, in addi-
tion to Al Bidda Park that accommodates 
40-80 thousand people. 

Ashghal has constructed residential 
units for World Cup fans that include 
10,000 hotel rooms in Ras Bu Fontas, 
Rayyan and Lusail. This is in addition to 

the Panda Shelter and Umm Al Seneem 
Park in cooperation with the Ministry of 
Municipality and Dar Al Kuttub project 
with the Ministry of Culture, and develop-
ment works of the Museum of Islamic Art 
with Qatar Museums.

It is worth noting that the total works 
of the biggest e-bus depot in Lusail provide 
approximately 478 parkings for e-buses 
that serve World Cup, which is the project 
that broke a new Guinness Record recent-
ly. The construction of eight bridges deco-
rated with World Cup logos and its bright 
coloors has been recently completed. 

Projects backed by local resources 
Ashghal has made continuous ef-

forts to develop and support local Qatari 
contracting, manufacturing and consult-
ing companies, to reduce dependency on 
foreign companies in implementation of 
infrastructure projects, and in line with 
country’s strategy to rely on national ex-
pertise providing an appropriate environ-
ment for Qatari companies to grow and to 
achieve competitive advantage by gaining 
experiences that qualifies them to enter 
the global markets and in to face future 
challenges.

Sustainability innovations
Ashghal aims through all its pro-

grammes, projects and services to promote 
best practices, encourage innovations and 
adopt new technologies with focus on 
achieving environmental sustainability. 
Ashghal is working to promote sustain-
ability and recycling initiatives as a main 
objective, as it raised the percentage of re-
cycled materials used in projects to 20% of 
the total materials used by 2022, in order 
to achieve sustainable development goals 
of Qatar National Vision 2030 aiming to 
achieve balance between economic growth 
and preservation of the environment.

A continuous journey
As the countdown begins for the big 

event, and in effort  to deliver infrastruc-
ture projects on time, Ashghal in direct 
coordination with the Supreme Commit-
tee for Delivery and Legacy, Ministry of 
Municipality, Ministry of Transport and 
Communication, is undertaking field vis-
its to important areas with no exceptions, 
conducting meetings continuously on the 
highest level, to ensure direct cooperation 
in completing all urgent matters, includ-
ing feedback for necessary adjustments, to 
present an image fitting of our country in 
this important event.

Ashghal has committed during the past 
years to accomplish many projects serving 
the tournament and beyond. There are 
currently more than 332 on-going projects 
managed by Ashghal portfolio, consisting 
of vital projects to develop citizens’ lands, 
construction of highway networks, gov-
ernment buildings, drainage networks, in 
addition to beautification and tree plant-
ing projects, all totaling to QR85.3 billion.

Ashghal paves the way to Qatar 2022
The Public Works Authority brings to fruition an ambitious infra development plan that saw the country transform rapidly in the runup to host the World Cup
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MOWASALAT (Karwa) col-
laborated with Qatar Tourism 
to deliver 30 customer expe-
rience training workshops to 
1,100 Karwa Taxi drivers and 
Doha Limousine chauffeurs. 

The training aims to en-
hance the participants’ knowl-
edge and expertise in customer 
service and to provide a world-
class public transport experi-
ence to international visitors 
during the FIFA World Cup 
Qatar 2022. 

The workshops included 
coaching the teams in global 
best transportation practices 
and familiarising them with 
important national landmarks 
and places of tourist interest. 
There is a general focus on ser-

vice excellence in the trainings 
for drivers, which also encom-
passes the assistance for per-
sons with special needs. 

Karwa Taxi drivers and 
Doha Limousine chauffeurs 
are trained on a regular basis 

to individually assist guests 
whenever needed.

Commenting on the train-
ing, Nasser Al Shammari, 
director of Light Transport 

Services of Mowasalat (Kar-
wa), said: “For the prepara-
tion of FIFA World Cup Qa-
tar 2022 and beyond, we are 
focusing on every aspect of 

performance improvements 
of our drivers and customer 
service excellence of the high-
est standards. To this end, we 
have focused on major en-

hancements to customer ser-
vice, including establishing a 
new 24/7 Contact Centre and 
a brand-new Taxi and Limou-
sine Command and Control 
Centre to reduce the overall 
vehicle turnaround times and 
increase the speed of services. 
With in-vehicle dashcams and 
inbuilt safe driving system, 
our Passenger Security Cen-
tre will ensure positive driver 
behaviour and improved per-
formance. 

“In line with the Qatar Na-
tional Vision 2030’s pillars 
of social and human develop-
ment, it is one of our business 
objectives to provide regular 
training to our workforce, so 
that they perform their duties 
with the highest level of pro-
fessionalism while serving the 
community.”

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

HAMAD Bin Khalifa University 
(HBKU) scientists and faculty 
made notable contributions as 
part of the Qatar Foundation 
(QF) delegation attending the 
27th Conference of the Parties to 
the United Nations Framework 
Convention on Climate Change 
(COP27) in Egypt. HBKU had a 
presence in the Qatar Pavilion, 
hosted by the Ministry of Envi-
ronment and Climate Change 
(MoECC) in the Blue Zone. 

Qatar Environment and En-
ergy Research Institute (QEERI) 
and the College of Public Policy 
(CPP) demonstrated their ac-
tive engagement in the critical 
debates at the heart of global 
efforts on combating climate 
change. Through presentations 
and talks, faculty and scientists 
showcased their distinctive re-
search and academic expertise 
on environmental sustainability 
and governance in the region.

For QEERI, COP27 is an 
opportunity to demonstrate 
how it is deploying knowledge, 
research and innovative tech-
nologies to accelerate Qatar’s 
climate change adaptation and 
mitigation strategies. Dr Mar-
cello Contestabile, QEERI chief 
economist, highlighted criti-
cal contributions supporting 
Qatar commitments under the 
Paris Agreement, focusing on 
the institute’s work to develop 
cost-effective pathways for 
deep decarbonization in Qatar.  
Also in focus at a session with 
Dr Khaled Mahmoud, QEERI 
research director, was the insti-
tute’s cutting-edge scientific and 
technological solutions to sus-
tainably manage climate change 
impacts on Qatar’s groundwater 
quality. 

QEERI strengthened col-
laboration with regional and 

global actors on climate change 
action during the event. That in-
cluded signing a Memorandum 
of Understanding (MoU) with 
the International Renewable 
Energy Agency (IRENA). The 
MoU formalized joint efforts to 
exchange knowledge, research, 
and technologies that advance 
renewable energy and carbon 
neutrality. 

Dr Marc Vermeersch, ex-
ecutive director at QEERI, 
explained: “QEERI’s research 
and innovation excellence, in-
cluding our world-class techno-
logical solutions, have a pivotal 
role in Qatar’s climate-resilient, 
sustainable future. As a nation-
al institute, we are mandated 
to assist Qatar in overcoming 
its grand challenges in relation 
to water and energy security, 
harnessing sustainable energy 
resources, and diversifying its 
energy mix. Our participation 
at COP27 was therefore a con-
tinuation of QEERI’s efforts 
at the national level, but also 
crucial for identifying new re-
search partners, to strengthen 
international cooperation and 
knowledge-sharing for global 
impact.” 

CPP demonstrated academ-
ic expertise at the science-policy 
interface. A forthcoming book, 
‘Sustainable Qatar: Social, Po-
litical and Environmental Per-
spectives’, was the focus of a ses-
sion with Dr Logan Cochrane, 
associate professor and associ-
ate dean for Academic Affairs at 
CPP, and the book’s co-editor, 
who was who was joined by Dr 
Contestabile, Dr Dhabia al-Mu-
hannadi (Texas A&M at Qatar), 
and Orjan Lundberg (Supreme 
Committee). The speakers pro-
vided insights into the book’s 
chapters, which constitute a 
landmark collection on environ-
mental policy in the Gulf, and 
beyond.

Mowasalat trains 1,100 drivers for service excellence

QU, Traffic Tech (Gulf) sign 
research collaboration pact

MES students to participate in Generation Amazing 
Goal 22 programme ahead of FIFA WC Qatar 2022

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

QATAR University College of 
Engineering (QU-CENG), rep-
resented by Qatar Transporta-
tion and Traffic Safety Centre 
(QTTSC), signed a research 
agreement with Traffic Tech 
(Gulf) Group to establish collab-
oration in the field of research, 
consultancy and knowledge 
transfer.

The agreement was signed 
by QU Vice President for Aca-
demic Affairs, Dr. Omar Al-
Ansari and Traffic Tech (Gulf) 
Group Chief Executive Officer, 
Eng. Abdel Rahman Al Khateeb 
in the presence of officials from 
both institutions. It aims to es-
tablish collaboration between 
QU and Traffic Tech in research 
and professional training, as 
well as the exchange of informa-
tion and consultancy.

QTTSC will provide the 
Traffic Tech (Gulf) Group with 
consultancy, professional train-
ing and workshops covering the 
areas of traffic engineering and 
traffic safety, while Traffic Tech 
(Gulf) Group will offer training 
to some of CENG students, as 
well as technical and techno-
logical support to QTTSC at all 
levels.

Dean of Engineering Dr. 
Khalid Kamal Naji commented 
saying, “This agreement is a 
continuation of a series of agree-
ments with the private sector 
to confirm CENG’s keenness to 
provide distinguished research 
and advisory services and stim-
ulate sustainable economic and 

social development for the State 
of Qatar.”

He added, “This agreement 
that we sign today confirms our 
continuous endeavour to find 
solutions to the challenges fac-
ing the various sectors in the 
country, and to build local com-
petencies capable of facing dif-
ficulties in a manner that serves 
all the institutions of the coun-
try, in line with national priori-
ties towards a knowledge-based 
economy.”

Traffic Tech (Gulf) CEO, 
Eng. Abdel Rahman Al Kha-
teeb said, “Traffic Tech (Gulf) 

fully supports Qatar University’s 
continuous efforts in developing 
collaboration and exchange of 
experience in the field of Intel-
ligent Transportation Systems 
and Traffic Engineering Solu-
tions. The group looks forward 
to mutual coordination, scientif-
ic researches, technology trans-
fer and sharing lessons learned 
by the private sector during 
the numerous roads projects in 
which the group was involved, 
especially those projects related 
to FIFA World cup 2022.”

He also noted that Traf-
fic Tech was keen since its es-

tablishment more than twenty 
years ago, to provide partners 
with state-of-the-art Intelligent 
Transportation Systems and 
Traffic Engineering Solutions all 
over the state of Qatar through a 
highly specialized team of engi-
neers and technicians. 

In his comment, Direc-
tor of QU-CENG Qatar Trans-
portation and Traffic Safety 
Centre, Dr. Muhammad Yusef 
Al-Qaradawi said: “Qatar Trans-
portation and Traffic Safety 
Center strives to enhance coop-
eration with the private sector 
in order to achieve the vision of 
Qatar University, and this agree-
ment is one of the important 
achievements on this path as it 
will enhance joint cooperation 
in the field of engineering con-
sultancy, and will also contrib-
ute to the transfer of developed 
knowledge in the centre to the 
community. 

“Through this agreement, 
QTTSC will provide a set of 
professional training courses 
that aims to develop techni-
cal and knowledge capabilities 
in the field of traffic and safety 
engineering, noting that during 
the past five years, the center 
conducted more than 17 train-
ing courses in which more than 
380 specialists participated. 
This agreement also includes 
conducting a study on the role of 
personal mobility vehicles, such 
as electric scooters, in the trans-
portation system in the state of 
Qatar and identifying the chal-
lenges of the wide spread of such 
mode on traffic management 
and public safety.”

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

NEARLY 20 students of MES 
Indian School have been invited 
to participate in the Generation 
Amazing’s Goal 22 programme 

to celebrate the FIFA World Cup 
Qatar 2022. The programme 
will be held from November 
17 to 21 under the patronage 
of UNESCO. It is being organ-
ised in partnership with FIFA 
Foundation, Qatar Foundation, 

Qatar’s Ministry of Sports and 
Youth, Ministry of Education 
and Higher Education, and Qa-
tar Football Association. 

The programme brings to-
gether a network of schools from 
Qatar and abroad, committed 

to championing ethical and in-
clusive sport while nurturing a 
generation of change-makers 
and empowering communities. 
MES Indian School is the only 
Asian expatriate school to have 
received invitation to the event.

At COP27 Qatar
pavilion, HBKU’s
scientists focus
on main calibre
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Nasser Mamdouh Al Shammari

Dr Marc Vermeersch, executive director at QEERI, explained: “QEERI’s 
research and innovation excellence, including our world-class technological 
solutions, have a pivotal role in Qatar’s climate-resilient, sustainable future. 

QU Vice President for Academic Affairs Dr. Omar Al-Ansari and Traffic 
Tech (Gulf) Group Chief Executive Officer Eng. Abdel Rahman Al Khateeb.



ready to welcome world cup fans

Satyendra Pathak
Doha

Q
atar has expanded Hamad International airport 
(HIa) in preparation to receive travellers and fans from 
across the world to the FIFa World Cup taking place in 
Qatar.

the first phase of expansion will increase HIa’s an-
nual capacity from the current 40 million passengers to more than 
58 million passengers.

this large expansion is in line with the expected flow of visi-
tors and fans. It will facilitate aircraft movement and air control, in 
conjunction with the requirements of operational intensity during 
the FIFa World Cup Qatar 2022, which is only a few days away.

the first phase of the airport expansion project includes link-
ing the northern area and the new central area in the passenger 
terminal.

talking to media persons on the sidelines of a ceremony to 
inaugurate the new expansion, HIa Chief Operating Officer Badr 
al Meer said, “all projects as part of the first phase expansion of 
Hamad International airport have been completed and the capac-
ity and the airport is fully ready to welcome World Cup fans.”

He said the expansion included the “provision of 34 aircraft 
parking spaces on an area of 250,000 square meters,” bringing the 
total parking spaces at the airport to 180.

Meer noted that the cargo shipping building of the airport is 
now the biggest in the world with a storage capacity of 25,000 bags 
per hour.

the passenger terminal’s total area that will be covered by the 
expansion will be around 240,000 square meters, which will be 
integrated into the existing building.

additionally, a new cargo building was construct-
ed to increase its capacity to more than 5 million 
tonnes annually.

HIa’s expansion project is likely to add mod-
ern and sophisticated facilities, with more than 
90 brands within one shopping area, a collec-
tion of art pieces created by artists from Qatar 
and around the world, as well as a natural 
environment thanks to green spaces and 
a 10,000 square meters indoor tropical 
garden that is linked to a water sur-
face of 268 square meters, which 
will make it a major destination 
for all travelers.

In recent statements, Min-
ister of transport HE Jassim 
bin Saif al Sulaiti explained 
that the expansion plan of 
HIa will enhance its posi-
tion as a global center for 
travel, helping it achieve 
higher levels of 
excellence and 
development, 
as well as en-
hance travel 
e x p e r i e n c e s 
through it by 

upgrading operations, providing a unique experience for all visi-
tors, and accommodating the growing network of the national car-
rier, Qatar airways, to meet the requirements of the 2022 FIFa 
World Cup.

Data from the Civil aviation authority indicate that HIa re-
corded an increase in the number of passengers during September 
by 74.4 percent to more than 3.17 million passengers, compared to 
the same month of 2021. aircraft movement at Hamad airport in-

creased by 13.6 percent to reach 17,660, compared to 15,551 
in September 2021.

this year, HIa won the title of “Best airport in the 
World” for the second year in a row after it ranked first 
in the Skytrax 2022 World airport awards, which was 
held on the sidelines of the Passenger terminal Expo 
& Conference in Paris.

the rankings of the nominated airports were 
based on the vote of travelers around the world, and 
their satisfaction was measured through 39 key per-
formance indicators for airport services and prod-
ucts such as check-in, arriving passengers, flight 
transfers, shopping, security, passports, and de-

parture lounges. HIa ranked first as the best air-
port in the world after a competition that com-

pared it with 550 airports around the world.
In early September, HIa opened the 

Oryx Garden Hotel, the second airport 
hotel, and the latest destination to 

receive passengers during their 
stopover flights in Doha. Its 

unveiling is in con-
junction with 

the start of 
the upcom-
ing World 
Cup.

a s 
part of its 

constant endeavor to enhance the smart airport program, HIa 
launched an innovative Digital twin initiative. this Digital twin 
provides a real-time view of the airport through an intuitive 3D in-
terface. Its powerful analytical engine integrates information from 
multiple airport systems to provide intelligent recommendations 
to help optimize operations.

this unique initiative combines 3D modeling techniques, data 
analytics, and artificial Intelligence to deliver improved, faster 
and data-driven decision-making.

the Digital twin technology manages aircraft stand conflicts, 
enables effective responses to alerts, and monitors the health of 
critical airport assets. additionally, it effectively utilizes the right 
data at the right time to allow the optimization of resources to 
minimize asset downtime.

During the 2022 World Cup, it is scheduled that air traffic will 
reach more than 1,600 air traffic per day and the safety rates in 
Qatar air traffic will reach 100 percent. the air navigation system 
has been provided with a large number of modern devices to keep 
pace with the expected traffic increase of the World Cup.

Earlier this year, the Qatar Civil aviation authority (QCaa) 
announced that it expects to double the number of passengers to 
its airports in 2022, up to 36 million passengers due to the World 
Cup.

the authority stated that it has set two tracks for passenger 
traffic forecasts during the current year, one of which is moder-
ate, with 34 million passengers throughout 2022, a growth of 90 
percent from 2021, and the second is more positive, with the num-
ber of passengers expected to reach 36 million people in 2022, a 
growth of 105 percent over 2021.

the authority expects the number of passenger flights through 
Hamad and Doha International airports during the World Cup to 
be 28,000 regular and chartered flights from Nov. 20 to Dec. 18, 
2022. HIa’s main priority is to provide a safe and enjoyable expe-
rience for its passengers and maintain the excellence of its services 
while reducing waiting time at all touch points across the airport 
and keeping pace with the latest technologies, techniques, and au-
tomation.

expanded HIa
Hamad International Airport officially 
launches its much-anticipated airport 
expansion project after successfully 
completing a total of nine notable 
projects spread across the airport 
premises and transforming HIA into a 
destination extraordinaire

125,000
HIA’s main terminal has been extended by 
125,000 square metres and has three levels.

58 million
HIA’s passenger capacity is now over 

58 million passengers a year.

14,000
Further renovations have been 
conducted to 14,000 square 
metres of HIA’s existing terminal 
to seamlessly integrate it with 
the expansion and provide addi-
tional passenger facilities.

725,000
HIA will continue to operate within a 
single expansive terminal of 725,000 
square metres (previous 600,000 
sqm + expanded 125,000 sqm), so 
passengers can seamlessly transfer 
from one area to another.

Central Concourse
The Central Concourse project is the extended area of the 
airport terminal, located at the North Plaza of Hamad 
International Airport. The focal point of the Central 
Concourse is the ORCHARD, which consists of a breath-
taking indoor tropical garden, water feature, retail, 
and F&B, under a mesmerising grid shell roof.

Transfer Facility
The newly expanded area will have a brand-new expansive 
transfer hall- ‘Transfer-C’, therefore HIA will now have 3 
transfer halls within the terminal. Transfer C will ensure mini-
mum connection time for transfer passengers arriving at the 
North Plaza of the airport and will deliver unprecedented 
levels of security, customer service and efficiency.

The ORCHARD
A thoughtfully curated sustainable space, designed to evoke feelings of peace and tranquility through nature. The three ele-
ments of water, light, and plants inspire wellness and positive emotions.
Tropical Garden & Water Feature
• 6,000 sqm indoor tropical garden and 575 sqm water feature as the central anchor of the expansion, creating a focal 
point for all travellers.
• Extensive flora, including over 300 trees and over 25,000 plants and shrubs sourced from sustainable forests from 
around the world, including Malaysia, Thailand, and Singapore.

CapaCity & FaCilities

Central 
Concourse- The 

ORCHARD

Retail & 
F&B, the 

ORCHARD

Oryx Garden 
Hotel and North 
Plaza Lounges

Al Mourjan 
Business Lounge- 

The Garden

RTBF building 
and system

Virtual Air 
Traffic Control 

Tower

Western Taxiway 
and Stand 

Development works

 Western fuel farm 
and midfield fuel 
farm expansion 

works

the nine 
projeCts
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Cargo 
Bridging



DPA 
WASHINGTON

THE US government has de-
nounced a wave of Russian 
missile strikes on cities and 
infrastructure across Ukraine, 
which come as G20 leaders 
meet in Bali for talks domi-
nated by the war.

“The United States strong-
ly condemns Russia’s lat-
est missile attacks against 
Ukraine, which appear to have 
struck residential buildings 
in Kiev and additional sites 
across the country,” National 
Security Advisor Jake Sullivan 
said in a statement.

“It is not lost on us that, 
as world leaders meet at the 
G20 in Bali to discuss the is-
sues of significant importance 
to the lives and livelihoods of 
people around the world, Rus-
sia again threatens those lives 
and destroys Ukraine’s critical 
infrastructure.” These attacks, 
he said, only heighten the 
concerns of leading economic 
powers about the destabiliz-
ing effects from Russian Pres-
ident Vladimir Putin’s nearly 
nine-month-old war.

The Russian missile strikes 
on Ukraine on Tuesday were 
probably the biggest attacks 
of energy infrastructure since 
the war began, according to 
Kiev.

“About 100 missiles have 
been fired at the territory of 
Ukraine,” Yuri Ihnat, spokes-

man of Ukrainian air forces, 
said on local television.

That amounted to more 
than during the heavy shell-
ing in early October, when 
84 missiles were fired at the 
country, he said.

The deputy head of the 
presidential office, Kyrylo Ty-
moshenko, described the situ-
ation as “critical.” “Most hits 
were detected in the centre 
and north of the country,” he 

wrote Telegram.
The state-owned utility 

Ukrenerho had to resort to ex-
traordinary power cuts to bal-
ance the grid, he said, calling 
on the population to do every-
thing they can to save electric-
ity.

In Kiev, about half of the 
city is without power, accord-
ing to authorities.

Massive power outages 
were reported after impacts in 

the major western Ukrainian 
cities of Lviv and Kovel.

At least one person was 
killed as a result of the air-
strikes.

Tuesday’s aerial assault 
marks one of the first large-
scale attacks on Ukraine since 
Russian withdrew from parts 
of the Kherson region last 
week, which marked a sig-
nificant setback for Moscow’s 
military campaign.

US slams Russian  
missile fire on Ukraine 
cities as G20 meets

Ukrainian firefighters intervene at the scene where a Russian missile fragment fell near a residential building 
causing fire in the centre of the Ukrainian capital of Kyiv on Tuesday. (AFP)

DPA 
CAIRO 

THE family of a prominent 
jailed Egyptian pro-democracy 
campaigner said on Tuesday he 
had broken his hunger strike 
and is preparing to celebrate his 
41st birthday later in the week.

Alaa Abdel-Fattah, a key fig-
ure in Egypt’s 2011 anti-govern-
ment uprising, began a partial 
hunger strike in April, but then 
stopped drinking water to co-
incide with the start of a global 
climate conference in Egypt, ac-
cording to his family.

Egyptian authorities said 
the activist, who is also a Brit-

ish citizen, is in good health and 
cast doubt about the credibility 
of his protest action.

The news of Abel-Fattah 
ending the strike came in a let-
ter dated November 14 that 
he sent to his mother from his 
prison outside Cairo, his sister 
Sanaa said on Twitter.

“The important thing is I 
want to celebrate my birthday 
with you on Thursday. I haven’t 
celebrated for a long time, and 
want to celebrate with my cell-
mates, so bring a cake... I’ve 
broken my strike,” read a copy 
of a handwritten letter attrib-
uted to Abdel-Fattah that San-
aa posted.

Abdel-Fattah was sentenced 
in December to five years in 
prison on charges of spreading 
fake news, an accusation his 
family dismisses as politically 
motivated.

Western leaders have called 
on Egypt to release him.

Egypt’s rights record under 
incumbent President Abdel-
Fattah al-Sissi has drawn inter-
national criticism amid a crack-
down on dissidents.

Al-Sissi took over in 2014 a 
year after the army, then led by 
him, deposed Islamist president 
Mohammed Morsi following 
mass protests against Morsi’s 
divisive rule.

AGENCIES

PRIME Minister Narendra 
Modi and US President Joe 
Biden on Tuesday reviewed 
the state of India-US strategic 
partnership including in sec-
tors like critical and emerging 
technologies and artificial in-
telligence.

It is understood that PM 
Modi and Joe Biden also 
touched upon the Ukraine 
conflict and its implications in 
their meeting that took place 
on the margins of the G-20 
summit in this Indonesian 
city.

In its readout, the Ministry 
of External Affairs (MEA) only 
said that the two leaders also 
discussed “topical global and 
regional developments” in the 
meeting.

“Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi met President of USA, 
Joseph R Biden on the mar-
gins of G-20 Leaders’ Summit 
in Bali today,” the MEA said.

“They reviewed the con-
tinuing deepening of the India 

- US strategic partnership in-
cluding cooperation in future 
oriented sectors like critical 
and emerging technologies, 
advanced computing, artificial 
intelligence, etc,” it said in a 
statement.

The MEA said Prime Min-
ister Modi thanked President 
Biden for his “constant sup-
port” for strengthening the 
India-US partnership.

“He expressed confidence 

that both countries would 
continue to maintain close 
coordination during India’s 
G-20 Presidency,” it said.

A White House readout 
said Biden met PM Modi and 
President Joko Widodo of In-
donesia on the margins of the 
G20 summit in Bali to reaffirm 
their shared commitment to 
the G20 as the premier forum 
for international economic co-
operation.

Jailed Egypt dissident ends hunger strike Modi and Biden review  
India-US ties in Bali meeting
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SYDNEY: Large parts of the Australian eastern coast state of 
New South Wales are once again under water after more heavy 
rain. Emergency services are facing “the largest flood operation 
in the state’s history”, the Australian broadcaster ABC reported 
on Tuesday. Emergency workers and volunteers from all over the 
world - especially from New Zealand, Singapore and the US - are 
said to be joining the rescue teams. 

“We had volunteers from all over the world when it came 
to fighting forest fires, but as far as I know this is the first time 
they’ve come for floods. And I want to thank them,” said the 
state’s premier, Dominic Perrottet. More than 200 people have 
been rescued from the floods since Monday in the region to the 
west of the Sydney metropolitan area. Many had taken refuge 
on the roofs of their houses. Rescue teams were also deployed 
with helicopters. (DPA)

Australia’s east coast faces ‘largest flood 
operation’ in history

News 
in brief

Netherlands to ban possession and sale 
of nitrous oxide

THE HAGUE: The Netherlands is to ban the possession and sale 
of nitrous oxide next year, the Dutch Health Ministry announced 
in The Hague late Monday.

As of 1 January 2023, the gas, which belongs to the group 
of nitrogen oxides, will be put on the list of prohibited narcotics, 
the ministry said.

Exceptions apply for medical and technical purposes, such 
as its use by doctors as a mild anaesthetic. Private individuals 
may also still buy small cartridges filled with nitrous oxide, for 
example for whipped cream dispensers.

According to the ministry, the misuse of nitrous oxide as an 
intoxicant has increased considerably in recent years. However, 
nitrous oxide has “major health risks,” the ministry warned.

The number of serious traffic accidents in which the driver 
had inhaled nitrous oxide has also risen sharply. Young people 
in particular inhale nitrous oxide with balloons. The gas causes 
a brief high, and can cause nerve damage.  (DPA)

Use of pesticide glyphosate in the EU to 
be extended by one more year

BRUSSELS: The use of the controversial weedkiller glyphosate 
is to be permitted by one more year until December 15, 2023, a 
European Commission spokesperson told dpa on Tuesday.

The formal decision will be made by December 15, when the 
current authorization for glyphosate expires, the spokesperson 
said.

Although many EU countries do not back the extension, the 
European Commission plans to follow through with it.

The extra time is needed to review all the necessary infor-
mation and assess the safety of the product before making a 
final decision whether glyphosate can be used in the EU or not, 
the commission says. Among other things, the pesticide has 
been criticized for causing cancer, which manufacturer Bayer 
vehemently denies. (DPA)

DPA 
NEW YORK 

THE world’s population sur-
passed the 8 billion mark on 
Tuesday, according to United 
Nations’ calculations.

The middle of the month 
was chosen as the official day 
to mark the milestone, because 
it is impossible to keep an exact 
track of hundreds of thousands 
of births and deaths each day.

It’s the first time in history 
that 8 billion people have been 
alive on our planet. The UN 
estimates there will be 9 bil-

lion by 2037, and 10 billion by 
2058.

“The Earth can sustainably 
and healthily support 8 and 
also 10 billion people,” said 
Rolf Sommer, head of agricul-
ture and land use Change at 
WWF Germany. 

“But for this to happen, the 
global community must make 
better use of the available ag-
ricultural land.” Above all, that 
means less animal products, he 
said.

“More than 50% of the 
growth by 2050 is accounted 
for by just eight countries, most 

of them in Africa and some in 
Asia,” said Frank Swiaczny, a 
scientist at Germany’s Institute 
for Population Research.

These are the Democratic 
Republic of Congo, Egypt, 
Ethiopia, India, Nigeria, Paki-
stan, the Philippines and Tan-
zania. In sub-Saharan Africa, 
women have an average of 4.6 
children; in some countries the 
average is six or more.

Population growth is slow-
ing down overall, however, and 
is currently less than 1% per 
year across the world. 

According to UN forecasts, 

there will be no further growth 
in that figure until around 
2080. The number of people 
would then be around 10.4 bil-
lion.

According to current 
knowledge, Homo sapiens ap-
peared about 300,000 years 
ago. It was probably not until 
shortly after 1800 that 1 bil-
lion people lived on earth. It 
took less than 100 years for the 
world population to grow from 
2 billion in 1928 to today’s 8 
billion people. The increase 
from 7 billion to 8 billion took 
only 11 years.

World population level hits 8 billion, 
with no slowing down soon seen

US President Joe Biden (right) with India’s Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi in Bali on Tuesday. (AFP)

Iranian activists promote protests to 
commemorate ‘Bloody November’

TEHRAN: Activists in Iran have called for several days of protests 
and strikes to commemorate the violent crackdown on anti-
government demonstrations in 2019.

The protests three years ago, which have become known as 
“Bloody November,” left several hundred people dead.

Calls to join the commemorative events through Thursday 
have been circulating online for several days. Given the restric-
tion of the internet, activists are also increasingly relying on 
written material to promote the protests. In the capital Tehran, 
thousands of demonstrators gathered at universities, central 
squares and bazaars on Tuesday, witnesses reported. Security 
forces are said to have used violence against the protesters in 
several places. The 2019 protests were triggered by rising petrol 
prices. However, the demonstrations quickly expanded to include 
opposition to the government’s authoritarian course. (DPA)



Satyendra Pathak 
Doha 

As the FIFA World Cup Qatar 
2022 is at the doorstep, the 
region’s leading retailer Lulu 
Group officially opened the 
Barwa Madinatna hypermar-
ket on Tuesday to serve fans 
visiting Qatar from across the 
world to witness the mega tour-
nament.

Offering a wide range of lo-
cal and international ‘food to 
go’ ranges, the Barwa Madi-
natna hypermarket was opened 
by LuLu Group International 
Chairman and Managing Di-
rector MA Yusuff Ali.

Opened initially to serve 
mostly the fans staying at the 
newly opened Barwa Madinatna 
fan village with 6,500 residential 
units during the world cup, Lulu 
will ensure an uninterrupted 
supply of high-quality products 
with excellent customer service 
for the ease   of visitors.

Lulu has arranged ad-
ditional stock of snacks and 
beverages from now onwards 
for two months. Measuring 
10,750 sqm with ample car 
parking, Barwa Madinatna is 
situated amidst an integrated 
residential city in the Al Wakra 
District with the latest smart 
city technologies, for families 
to provide quality living for its 
residents.

Talking to Qatar Tribune 
on the occasion of the open-
ing ceremony, Yusuff Ali said, 

“I am very happy to see the 
arrangements made by Qatar 
for hosting the mega sporting 
event which will attract a large 
number of fans. 

Thanking Qatari leader-
ship for choosing Lulu Group 
to open its outlet at the Barwa 
Madinatna fan village, he said, 
“I would like to thank HH the 
Amir, HH the Deputy Amir, 
HE the Prime Minister, and the 
government of Qatar for their 
tremendous support to Lulu 
Hypermarket. We will contrib-

ute to making the World Cup a 
huge success. This new outlet 
and others are fully ready to 
serve the fans.”

Lauding Qatar’s leadership 
and authorities for their efforts 
in hosting the mega sporting 
event, he said, “Without any 
doubt, the mega sporting event 
will be a great success and we 
are ready for all support. We 
have also opened five stores at 
metro stations to meet the de-
mand during the world cup.”

“We have instructed all 

our hypermarkets to get ready 
for catering to customers from 
different nationalities accord-
ing to their food patterns and 
tastes. A special task force is in 
place to deal with fans who will 
come from all over the world 
for the World Cup,” he said.

Lulu Group International 
Director Dr. Mohamed Althaf 
said that Lulu will continue to 
serve the public with its com-
prehensive network of stores to 
make the World Cup guests feel 
at home and to solidify its com-

mitment to providing the best 
customer experience through-
out the mega tournament.

Once the FIFA World Cup 
is over, Althaf said, the Barwa 
Madinatna outlet will be com-
pletely revamped like most of 
other developed Lulu hyper-
markets to serve residents.  

Barwa Madinatna, which 
meets the highest standards 
and specifications required by 
the local market for residential 
units for families, comprises 
amenities such as local retail, 

central retail, kindergartens, 
small clubhouses, main club-
house, daily mosques, Friday 
mosque, substations, primary 
substation, Waseef building, 
and sewage treatment plant.

Lulu, which now operates 
19 state-of-the-art outlets in 
Qatar, is committed to open-
ing more outlets ahead of the 
FIFA tournament including the 
opening of its new hypermar-
ket and department store at Gi-
ardino Mall on The Pearl Qatar 
on November 16.

tribune newS network
Doha

DOHA Festival City, Qatar’s 
one and only choice for shop-
ping, dining, and entertain-
ment, on Tuesday announced 
that it has signed a memoran-
dum of understanding (MoU) 
with Qatar Islamic Bank (QIB), 
Qatar’s leading digital bank, 
and Visa as sponsors of the 
new Doha Festival City Arena. 
Available to mall visitors from 
the 20 November until the 20 
December, Doha Festival City 
Arena marks the start of fes-
tivities to celebrate the much-
awaited football event in Qatar.

A special ceremony was 
held at Doha Festival City on 14 
November with the presence of 
representatives from Bawabat 
Al shamal Real Estate Com-
pany (BAsREC), the developer 
and owner of Doha Festival 
City, QIB, and Visa to sign 
the sponsorship agreement of 
Doha Festival City Arena. 

situated outside the Lux-
ury Area, the Doha Festival 
City Arena is spread on a 1600 
meters square-wide area, de-
signed to welcome fans from 
Qatar and across the globe to 
watch the games outdoors in a 
lively atmosphere, while enjoy-
ing refreshments from a variety 
of dining outlets including Oak 
Berry, Cup of Joe, and IKEA. 

Entry to the Arena is free 
but prior booking is required 
through Doha Festival City’s 
Festival Rewards application. 

Furthermore, the Arena 
will feature a VIP lounge 
where QIB will host VIP 
guests and partners for a 
unique and premium match 
viewing experience through-
out the tournament. The VIP 
lounge includes a comfort-
able seating area, as well as an 
entertainment area, and a se-
lection of food and beverages 
available for all guests. Entry 
to the lounge is exclusive for 
QIB Visa cardholders by in-
vitation only. Jihad Zarkout, 

Assistant General Manager of 
Bawabat Al shamal Real Es-
tate Company (Basrec) said: 
“We are pleased to announce 
our partnership with QIB and 
Visa. This is a great opportu-
nity for our mall visitors to be 
part of this exciting initiative, 
and to celebrate the spirit of 
football at the one and only 
international mall of choice 
in Qatar. We would like to ex-
press our gratitude for their 
support and cooperation, and 
we are looking forward to a 
long-lasting relationship with 
our esteemed sponsors.” 

Commenting on the sign-
ing, Tarek Fawzi, QIB’s Whole-
sale Banking Group General 
Manager said: “We are really 
happy with our partnership 
with Doha Festival City and 
Visa, to offer our customers 
and partners world-class hos-
pitality and the chance to cel-
ebrate the most anticipated 
sporting event in the world. 
The Arena is a great venue to 
commemorate the milestone 
we have been anticipating for 
years, and an opportunity that 
will allow us to offer our com-
munity a unique experience to 
enjoy the tournament.”

For his part, Dr. sudheer 
Nair, Visa’s Country Manager 
for Qatar said: “We are proud 
to be part of football history 
while offering our cardhold-
ers and guests a unique expe-
rience to watch the matches 

and cheer for their teams. It is 
always exciting to be signing 
new partnerships with QIB to 
support its vision for growth 
and offer the best experience 
for its customers. The new 
partnership comes as part of 
our efforts to support Qatar 
and extend the benefits of dig-
ital commerce to local busi-
nesses while empowering the 
national economy.”

Robert Hall, General Man-
ager for Doha Festival City 
said: “Our partnership with 
QIB and Visa is very valuable 
to Doha Festival City at this 
special time in the country’s 
history. Through this partner-
ship, we will strive to offer our 
guests a unique space to en-
joy the matches and immerse 
themselves in the football fe-
ver at their favorite mall. We 
encourage our guests to visit 
Doha Festival City Arena with 
their friends and families and 
enjoy a variety of football-
centric activations inside the 
mall.”

Doha Festival City, QIB 
and Visa recently launched the 
highlight anticipated spend 
and Win competition for shop-
pers where QIB Visa cardhold-
ers will have the chance to 
win tickets to the FIFA World 
Cup finals. Running until 30 
2022 with each QR250 spent 
at Doha Festival City will give 
customers one entry in   the 
draw.

QIB and Visa to sponsor 
Doha Festival City Arena

Lulu fully ready to serve WC fans 
from all over the world: Yusuff Ali

L
EsHA Bank LLC (Public) (the ‘Bank’) 
announced that it has completed a co-
investment with CVC Capital Partners, 
through which a company established by 
the Bank has invested €75m to acquire a 

non-controlling stake (under 5%) in the equity 
share capital of the new holding company of the 
world-renowned global tea business, Ekaterra. 

The Ekaterra investment is an exciting ad-
dition to Lesha Bank’s shari’a-compliant pri-
vate equity portfolio and demonstrates the 
Bank’s proprietary deal access to CVC Capital 
Partners, a global, top-tier private equity fund, 
as part of the Bank’s international growth strat-
egy. 

Ekaterra is home to a portfolio of 34 promi-
nent brands and was established by Unilever in 
2021 as a standalone business. subsequently, 
an agreement was signed in November 2021 
for the sale of the business to CVC with the ac-
quisition being completed on 1 July 2022. The 
business operates in over 80 countries, with 11 
production factories in 4 continents and tea es-
tates in 3 countries. The company’s tea brands, 
including Lipton, Brooke Bond, PG tips, Pukka, 
T2, and TAZO, are well recognized worldwide 
and enjoy long-standing success, with the Lip-
ton and Brooke Bond brands having been op-
erational for over 150 years.

HE sheikh Faisal bin Thani Al Thani, Lesha 
Bank Chairman, commented: “We are pleased 
to co-invest with CVC Capital Partners in the 
renowned Ekaterra business. This deal is a 
testament to the Bank’s expertise and interna-
tional access, as well as its leadership in bring-
ing word-class investment opportunities to our 
local clients. The Private Equity arm will play 
a significant role in the Bank’s future growth 
momentum and will provide access to a diverse 
range of shari’a-complaint premium products, 
which we hope will prove lucrative for our es-
teemed clients. Over the past few years, we have 
successfully sourced and exited private equity 
deals and we look forward to exploring more 
markets while diversifying our offerings with 
the aim to provide attractive shari’a-compliant 
investment opportunities coupled with sub-
stantial gains and favorable return on invest-
ment.”

Mr. Abdulrahman Totonji, Lesha Bank 
CEO added: “Our Private Equity team is en-
tering yet another landmark deal, this time an 
investment in Ekaterra, alongside the promi-
nent Private Equity firm, CVC Capital Partners. 
This is a great achievement for the Bank, and I 
would like to thank our Private Equity team for 

their continuous efforts to reinforce our diverse 
portfolio, allowing us to partner with top-tier 
Private Equity funds. Our key focus remains on 
strengthening and widening the Bank’s Private 
Equity portfolio through carefully picked deals 
as part of the Bank’s future strategic direction 
to generate sustainable income. We are proud 
to co-invest with CVC and to be an investor 
in Ekaterra, a strong business, and amongst 
world-renowned players in their respective 
fields.”

Lesha Bank LLC (Public), formerly known 
as Qatar First Bank, is the first independent 
shari’a-compliant Bank authorized by the QFC 
Regulatory Authority (QFCRA) and a listed en-
tity on the Qatar stock Exchange (QsE: QFBQ).

Lesha Bank Co-invests in  
Ekaterra, the World-Renowned 

Global Tea Business

HE Sheikh Faisal bin Thani Al Thani, Lesha Bank 
Chairman

Abdulrahman Totonji, Lesha Bank CEO
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Officials during the agreement signing ceremony.

LuLu Group International Chairman and Managing Director MA Yusuff Ali at the official opening of the Lulu Group’s hypermarket at Barwa Madinatna on Tuesday. 
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Doha Bank has partnered 
with Elegancia Group to fi-
nance the Lusail Winter Won-
derland, a 100,000-square-
metre state-of-the-art theme 
park located in the heart of al 
Maha Island in Lusail. 

having officially opened 
its doors to residents and visi-
tors ahead of the FIFa World 
Cup 2022, the Lusail Winter 
Wonderland is the destination 
of ultimate entertainment and 
lifestyle celebration in Qatar. 
Doha bank is proud to partner 
with IMG, the producers of 
hyde Park Winter Wonderland 
in London thus financing the 
first official Winter Wonder-
land outside of London. 

on this occasion Sheikh 
abdul Rahman bin Fahad al 
Thani, Deputy CEo of Doha 
Bank said “Doha Bank is a firm 
supporter of the Qatar National 
Vision, we will continue to sup-
port projects that contribute 
to the national development of 
Qatar. I am happy that our part-

nership marks the setting of a 
world class amusement park in 
Qatar that will mesmerize the 
World Cup fans as well as the 
residents of Qatar. This part-
nership illustrates the bank’s 
continuous commitment and 
dedication in realizing the Na-
tional Vision of Qatar”.

ala azmi abumughli, Chief 
of Wholesale Banking group of 
Doha bank said “Winter Won-
derland and al Maha Island in 
general, is an all-inclusive experi-
ence that will be enjoyed by eve-
ryone. We look forward in con-
tinuing such partnerships with 
the group as they continue to 
bring new experiences to Qatar” 

Doha Bank is delighted to 
present the Winter Wonder-
land’s an all new and exciting 
“Doha Bank View” ride, which 
allows guests to witness the 
beautiful Doha skyline and 
Maha Island at an elevated 
360° view. Doha Bank clients 
may also benefit from the ex-
clusive discounts offered to 
Doha Bank customers when us-
ing their cards or digital wallet 
at Winter Wonderland. 

Doha Bank finances Lusail 
Winter Wonderland park

Tribune news neTwork
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DukhaN Bank has announced 
the names of winners of the 
fourth and final draw of its spe-
cial campaign in partnership 
with Visa that gives its credit 
cardholders an exceptional 
chance to win prizes for FIFa 
World Cup Qatar 2022, cour-
tesy of Visa.

The lucky winners were an-
nounced at the Bank’s head-
quarters under the supervision 
of a representative of the quali-
tative license and market con-
trol department at the Ministry 
of Commerce and Industry.

 as the draw results 
showed, Dukhan Bank cus-
tomer abdulaziz Mohammad 
al Rabban won opening match 
ticket; azlan bin Morshidi, 
ameen alkhateeb, aquiles 
Jorge Neto, Sheikh abdulla al 
Thani, and Talal al Burshaid 
received group stage tickets; 
abdulhadi Fahad al Dosari 
won ticket for the round of 
16; Latifa al Mana received 
tickets for quarter final; while 
Saeed al Rashdi and Belal Sa-
kini tickets for semi-final and 
the final matches, respectively. 
The winners walked away with 
2 tickets each, thanks to Visa. 

During the campaign pe-
riod, Dukhan Bank customers, 
who spend monthly QR10,000 
or more using their Dukhan 
Bank Visa credit card, stand 
a chance to win tickets two 
for the opening match, group 
stages, round of 16 games, 
quarterfinals, semifinals or 
the final matches of the much-
anticipated tournament,                                   
thanks to Visa.

To find out more about 
Dukhan Bank Visa credit cards, 
customers can visit Dukhan 
Bank’s website on dukhan-
bank.com or call the Contact 
Centre on 800 8555.

Tribune news neTwork 
Doha

DuRING the FIFa World Cup Qatar 
2022, the FIFa Fan Festival will take 
place at al Bidda Park – in the centre 
of Doha, in the heart of Qatar. Special 
attention will be given to entertaining 
all types of fans, from devoted sup-
porters to music, food, culture, and 
lifestyle enthusiasts. 

a highly anticipated test event is 
also announced for hayya Card hold-
ers on 16 November ahead of the ac-
tual fan festival that coincides with 
the World Cup from 20 November to 
18 December. It is the place to be for 
all football fans.

In addition to watching 64 match-
es live on giant screens, fans will 
be able to participate in and enjoy 
a wide range of cultural and educa-
tional experiences. Each is designed 
to help them connect and engage with 
the global football culture. The FIFa 
Fan Festival will have something for                   
everyone.

an integral part of every fan’s foot-
ball journey, this festival focuses on 
making football a global, accessible, 
and inclusive sporting event, offer-
ing a once-in-a-lifetime experience to 
fans. The reimagined festival is set to 
augment the fan experience by pro-
viding millions with the opportunity 
to celebrate their shared passion for 
football while experiencing the best in 
music, entertainment, culture, food, 
and games in a safe, friendly, and 
highly entertaining environment.

Logistics and supply chain will play 
a major role in bringing such a global 
event to fruition with the goal of mak-
ing the FIFa Fan Festival a memora-
ble experience for locals and visiting 
fans alike. “Providing fans from vari-
ous regions of the world the opportu-
nity to take back a memorable World 
Cup experience is a tall ask which 
will be made possible by employing a 
complex set of logistics operations”, 
explains Ranjeev Menon, Group CEo 
of GWC, the official Logistics Provider 
for FIFa World Cup Qatar 2022.

Bringing to life the world’s biggest 
football festival is no easy feat. Setting 
up such an extraordinary event often 
involves an exhaustive checklist that 
needs careful planning and execution. 
at the heart of it, logistics has a criti-
cal role to play in ensuring that eve-
rything runs on time and smoothly 
without any bottlenecks. all towards 
ensuring that fans do not fall short of 
a splendid                      experience.

Football brings with it numerous 
associated experiences such as F&B, 
hospitality, and retail, thus enabling 
local, regional, and international 
brands an opportunity to serve the 
fans. Creating an exciting and safe 
environment for football fans to enjoy 
the game alongside these associated 
aspects will be a massive logistical 
undertaking. The planning, construc-
tion, and operation of such a venue 
is a complex logistical exercise that 
involves various critical factors such 
as the installation of power, water 
supply, drainage, catering, perimeter 
fencing, etc, in addition to provisions 
for security and medical facilities.

a resource-consuming project, 
the fan festival calls for support from 
specialist event logistics agencies, 
right from the preliminary planning 
to transporting furniture, fixtures, 
and equipment (FF&E), setting up 
the venue, to ensuring smooth sup-
ply chain operations throughout the 
duration of the festival. Ensuring suc-
cess for the largest football party on 

the planet comes down to immaculate 
planning and execution, right from 

shipping consignments inside the host 
country to warehousing under prod-
uct-ideal conditions, from where re-
plenishments can be distributed to the 
end destination. The goal of the FIFa 
Fan Festival is to provide fans with an 
experience of a lifetime. To that end, 
dedicated teams from GWC will con-
tinue to work hard behind the scenes 
providing solutions such as safe ware-
housing, venue delivery, installation 
set-up, site dismantling after the fes-
tival, and return shipping to the next 
destination. as the official Logistics 
Provider, GWC will be at the heart of 
all the action providing the necessary 
logistical support to make the FIFa 
Fan Festival a grand success.

alongside the FIFa Fan Festival at 
al Bidda Park, refer to the various other 
Entertainment Destinations planned in 
Qatar to add to the world-class fan ex-
perience: The Corniche in Doha City, 
MiddleBeast presents aravia in al Wak-
rah, Lusail Boulevard, arcadia Spectac-
ular in Ras Bufontas, al khor Fan Zone 
and Industrial area Fan Zone.

GWC: Delivering a memorable fan experience

GWC Group CEO Ranjeev Menon

Dukhan Bank 
announces 
winners of 
4th draw of 
World Cup 
campaign

Logistics and supply chain will play a major role in bringing such a global event to fruition with the goal of making the FIFA Fan Festival a 
memorable experience for locals and visiting fans alike. 
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ThE Ministry of Commerce and 
Industry on Tuesday announced 
the launch of the Industrial Ser-
vices Platform on the Ministry’s 
website. This platform is an 
electronic interface that sup-
ports industrial sector investors, 
providing them with e-services 
throughout the various stages 
of the industrial project, to save 
time and effort, and dispense 
the need to visit the Ministry’s 
headquarters.

This initiative stems from 
the Ministry’s keenness to im-
prove the business services sys-
tem in Qatar, as well as to facili-
tate and speed up the delivery 
of services for factory owners. 
Moreover, the said initiative 
contributes to encouraging the 
investment and industrial cli-
mate in Qatar. It also instils a 
culture of innovation in the in-
stitutional work environment.

as per the Ministry, the In-
dustrial Services Platform in-
cludes 15 main services at the 
first stage.  Services for the es-
tablishment stage include ser-
vices of issuing, renewing, and 
writing off an industrial project 
initial approval while for the 
construction stage services in-
clude services of issuing, renew-
ing, and writing off licensing to 
establish an industrial project.  
For the operation phase services 
include services of issuing, re-
newing, and writing off licensing 
to operate an industrial project 
(certificate of registration in the 

Industrial Registry).
additionally, the platform of-

fers many other services, includ-
ing customs exemption service 
for an industrial facility; request-
ing power supply at subsidized 
prices; requesting increasing the 
industrial project production ca-
pacity; changing the location of 
the industrial project; stopping 
the industrial project; and fac-
tory data extractor.

The Ministry indicates that 

obtaining an industrial project 
initial approval requires one day 
(if all documents are submitted 
via the platform), such that the 
extract validity period is one 
year. obtaining an industrial 
project initial approval requires 
filling out the relevant applica-
tion form through the Industrial 
Services Platform, and having 
an active commercial register. 

as for the service of renew-
ing the industrial project initial 

approval, applicants obtain it 
upon applying, to receive a re-
newal valid for one year. ob-
taining it requires filling out 
the relevant application form 
via the platform. With regard 
to the service of writing off the 
initial approval, the Ministry 
explained that it is obtained im-
mediately upon applying, and 
requires filling out the relevant 
application form via the plat-
form. Concerning the industrial 
project establishment license 
service, the Ministry indicates 
that it requires three days, and 
the extract validity period is one 
year. obtaining the said service 
requires filling out the relevant 
application form via the plat-
form, submitting the project 
data (raw materials, machines, 
and products), and attaching the 
environmental permit issued by 
the Ministry of Environment, 
and the notice of the initial plot 
allocation for the project, or 
a lease contract/certificate of 
ownership of the construction 
site of the factory. 

For the service of renewing 
the license to establish an indus-
trial project, the details provided 
by the Ministry indicate that the 
service can be obtained imme-
diately upon applying, and the 
renewal validity period is one 
year. obtaining the said service 
requires filling out the relevant 
form via the platform. Likewise, 
applicants can write off the li-
cense to establish the industrial 
project upon applying for the 
service, after filling out the rel-
evant form via the platform. 

Ministry of Commerce and Industry 
launches industrial services platform
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KHALID TAWALBEH 
DOHA

A
MBASSADOR of the 
United Kingdom to the 
State of Qatar HE John 
Wilkes has stressed that 
the United Kingdom 

supports the efforts of Qatar 
in making the World Cup a 
grand success. 

“The FIFA World Cup 
Qatar 2022 is a golden op-
portunity to alter impressions 
about the Middle East, bridge 
the cultural gap with the West, 
and build new bridges to in-
troduce the world to Arab and 
Islamic culture,” the UK am-
bassador said during a press 
conference held at the em-
bassy’s headquarters in Doha. 

The envoy said the UK and 
Qatar have great relations in 
many fields including secu-
rity, culture, and business.

“British companies are 
here in Doha working with 

the tournament organisers to 
make the World Cup a grand 
success.  Our sport police is 
working with Qataris hand by 
hand, to support a full secu-
rity for the tournament,” the 
ambassador added. 

The envoy reiterated that 
UK and Qatar have joint co-
operation in many sectors, es-
pecially in the World Cup.

“We have tourism, events, 
and business companies here 
in Qatar, they are contribut-
ing to the success of the World 
Cup,” he added.

 The ambassador stated 
that the UK embassy, along 
with the British Council, is 
working on many cultural 
events during the World Cup.

“We welcome everyone 
to Rowdha garden on the 
Corniche, we will have great 
events,” he added.

The envoy mentioned that 
the British Council will hold 
the UK Cultural Festival in the 

period between November 21 
and 28.

On the smear campaigns 
by the European media 
against Qatar, the ambassa-
dor said, “We take these news 
seriously. We are dealing with 
it, but as a response to them 
people need to come and visit 
Qatar, and have a closer look 
at everything here.”

“We have specific coopera-
tion with Qatar regarding the 
labor, human rights reforms, 
and making more efforts in 
order to have a great result,” 
the ambassador added. 

The ambassador contin-
ued, “We advise everyone to 
come and visit Qatar, don’t 
judge it from far away. Qatar 
has taken good steps in this 
regard, and is ready to make 
more progress, so nothing 
deserves all the boycott cam-
paigns”.

Regarding the United 
Kingdom’s participation in 

the World Cup, the ambas-
sador said, “I am a fan of 
Wales, and I think England 
and Wales had done very 
hard work to deserve to be at 
the World Cup. I wish them 
well.”

On the UK fans prohibited 
from being in the World Cup, 
the ambassador said, “As all 
countries and as all football 
lovers, we have fans who are 
aggressive because they love 
their teams, but we are not 
worse than many other coun-
tries.”

The ambassador said, 
“We encourage dealing with 
World Cup fans quietly. We 
don’t encourage violence 
while dealing with them. We 
have good cooperation. Lec-
tures were given to the UK 
and Qatar tournament secu-
rity forces.”

He added, “This edition of 
the World Cup should be ex-
cellent with no problems.”

Qatar 2022 a golden opportunity to alter 
impressions about Middle East: UK envoy

The UK supports the efforts of Qatar in making the World Cup a grand success

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

WITH the FIFA World Cup 
round the corner, the excite-
ment level of football enthu-
siasts is also upping the ante. 
Taking these festivities to the 
next level, Hamad Al Amari, 
Qatar’s numero-uno comedian, 
storyteller and entrepreneur, 
is all set to create his magic as 
the Master of Ceremonies at the 
FIFA Fan Festival.

Passionate about develop-
ing innovative ideas that dis-
rupt the status quo and shift 
paradigms in society, whether 
through his business endeav-
ours or his comedy shows, 
Hamad Al Amari has carved a 
niche for himself in the corpo-
rate world.

With his impeccable ability 
to speak in different accents, 
Hamad is the perfect choice 
for the event. During his comic 
performances, he has already 
won the hearts of people of var-
ied cultural diversities, in Qa-
tar, the GCC and the region. An 
ace content producer, Hamad is 
an inspiration for not only Qa-
tari youths, but has also been 
revered by global youth com-
munity as well.

The entrepreneur par ex-
cellence has been featured in 
many global publications, col-
laborated with many interna-
tional artists, and performed 
alongside some of the biggest 
names in comedy as the resi-
dent comedian at the Doha 
Comedy Festival.

On his part, Hamad Al Am-
ari stated, “I am thrilled to be 
a part of Qatar’s biggest sports 
festival, which will showcase to 
the world our capability to host 
events of such a stature in the 
most organized and spectacular 
fashion. The FIFA Fan Festival 
is the heart of the tournament, 
and it’s my privilege to be a part 
of such a magnum opus tour-
nament, which the world has 
been waiting with bated breath. 
Football is where I felt accepted 
for the first time in my life. Liv-
erpool FC is my family. Spend-
ing time at the tournament with 
fans from around the world is 
an incredible opportunity to 
showcase Qatar’s culture and 

traditions, along with our sense 
of fun and humour.”

“We are confident that the 
FIFA Fan Festival will provide 
fans with an unforgettable ex-
perience. They will unite at Al 
Bidda Park, with the beauti-
ful West Bay skyline in the 
backdrop, to enjoy wonderful 
weather, great music and excel-
lent food. It would unite fans 
from all over the world in a cel-
ebration of love and life through 
football. I’m looking forward to 
welcoming fans from across 
the world as we watch the most 
intense football matches the 
world has ever seen and enjoy 
a host of activities,” added Al 
Amari.

Recently FIFA presented 
a reimagined fan destination 
and on-site entertainment ex-
perience for fans at future FIFA 
World Cup and FIFA Women’s 
World Cup events called the 
FIFA Fan Festival. Beginning 
with Qatar 2022, this multidi-
mensional, inclusive event will 
provide new ways for fans to 
celebrate their shared passion 
for football and experience the 
best in music, entertainment, 
local culture, food, games and 
lifestyle trends in a true festival 
environment. 

For Qatar 2022, the FIFA 
Fan Festival will be held at one 
central location at Al Bidda 
Park in Doha over the 29 days 
of the tournament (20 Novem-
ber – 18 December 2022). It 
will be free to attend and is lo-
cated near three Doha Metro 
stations: Al Corniche, Al Bidda 
and The White Palace. Regular 
shuttle buses from a host of lo-
cations will also connect fans 
directly to the venue.

Qatar’s very own 
Hamad Al Amari  
all set to enthrall  
audience at the 
FIFA Fan Festival
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Qatar’s hosting of 
World Cup is source 
of pride: GCC chief

QNA
RIYADH

SECRETARY-GENERAL of the Coop-
eration Council for the Arab States of 
the Gulf HE Dr Nayef Falah Mubarak 
Al Hajraf has affirmed that organis-
ing the FIFA World 
Cup Qatar 2022 by 
the State of Qatar is a 
source of pride for all 
the people of the Gulf 
Cooperation Council 
and the Arab region.

During his meeting 
with Ambassador of 
Qatar to the Kingdom 
of Saudi Arabia HE 
Bandar bin Moham-
med Al Attiyah, the 
GCC chief pointed out 
that the Qatar World 
Cup represents a new 
Gulf achievement, 
which demonstrates 
the ability of Gulf tal-
ents to achieve ambi-
tions in all fields, in 
line with the directives 
of their Majesties and Highnesses, the 
leaders of the Gulf Cooperation Coun-
cil countries. He expressed his confi-
dence that the World Cup in Qatar will 
be a distinguished historical version.

He said that the world is on a date 

with an exceptional version that will 
be a milestone in the history of the 
most prominent football champion-
ship in the world. 

The whole world is following with 
reverence the distinguished prepara-
tions made by the State of Qatar for 

the tournament.
Dr Al Hajraf said 

that the event is the 
first of its kind in the 
Gulf and Arab region, 
noting the great po-
tential that Qatar has 
harnessed to make the 
tournament a success.

The GCC Secretary-
General also lauded 
the achievements of 
the joint Gulf action 
process, and the great 
efforts made by the 
GCC countries to en-
hance their gains. He 
affirmed that the care 
that the GCC march re-
ceives from their Maj-
esties and Highnesses, 
the leaders of the GCC 

states, represents the main support 
for the General Secretariat to work to 
achieve everything that enhances and 
supports the council  and serves its 
states and citizens.

The Naval Special Forces conducted the scanning and scavenging operations for Doha maritime canal in a joint operation with the 
Italian forces. The scanning operation comes within the preparations of the Ministry of Defence to secure the FIFA World Cup Qatar 
2022.

Naval Special Forces scan Doha maritime canal

Hamad Al Amari 

QNA
LONDON

BRITISH Foreign Secretary James Cleverly 
has called on British fans, who will travel to 
the FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022, to respect 
the laws applicable during the tournament.

Speaking before the Foreign Affairs 
Committee of the British House of Com-
mons on Tuesday, the Foreign Secretary 
said that British fans who will travel to at-
tend the World Cup in Qatar must respect 
the applicable local laws, pointing out that 
he will travel to Qatar to attend the World 
Cup, which will start next Sunday.

The Foreign, Commonwealth & Devel-
opment Office (FCDO) has issued a set of 
tips and guidelines for England and Wales 
fans who intend to travel to Qatar to attend 
the FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 matches. 
It asked them to familiarize themselves 
with the Qatari laws and customs to find out 
what they should avoid while they are there.

The Foreign Office stressed the need 
to inform the fans of the requirements for 
traveling to and residing in the State of Qa-
tar, and the need to obtain a “Hayya” card 
for the fans and hold a certificate stating 
that the person is free of the coronavirus.

It is worth noting that the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs works closely with a num-
ber of partners, including football associa-
tions, representatives of fan associations 
and the British police to provide informa-
tion and advice to fans traveling to the 
World Cup.

UK Foreign Secretary 
calls on British  

fans to respect laws 
during World Cup

The GCC Secretary-
General has said  that 
the world is on a date 
with an exceptional ver-
sion that will be a mile-
stone in the history of the 
most prominent football 
championship in the 
world. The whole world is 
following with reverence 
the special preparations 
made by the State of 
Qatar for the launch of 
the tournament
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PM inaugurates al Meshaf health Center

Prime Minister and Minister of Interior 
HE Sheikh Khalid bin Khalifa bin Abdulaziz Al 
Thani inaugurated the Al Meshaf Health Center 
in Al Meshaf district on Tuesday. During his tour 
of the centre, the prime minister was briefed 
on the centre’s facilities, sections and medical 
units that were implemented in accordance 
with the highest approved international stand-
ards for health facilities and sustainability to 
ensure their integration with the health services 
provided by the state. He also listened to expla-
nation on the centre’s capacity and its various 
medical services, health care and specialized 
care provided to patients. A number of ministers 
and senior officials of the Primary Health Care 
Corporation attended the inauguration. (QNA)

Prime Minister and Minister of 
Interior HE Sheikh Khalid bin 
Khalifa bin Abdulaziz Al Thani 
on Tuesday paid an inspection 
visit to the National Health 
Incident Command Center 
(NHICC) at Hamad Medical 
Corporation’s Ambulance 
Service headquarters. The 
prime minister listened to an 
explanation about the centre 
and its joint services with all 
representatives of the health 
sector in the state, which 
operates daily and around the 
clock. He was also briefed on 
the preparations and support 
services that the centre will 
provide during the FIFA World 
Cup Qatar 2022. (QNA)

‘nHICC key component 
of healthcare sector’s
WC service provision’

QNA 
Doha

Minister of Public Health 
He Dr Hanan Mohammed 
Al Kuwari has described the 
national Health incident 
Command Center (nHiCC) 
as a core component of the 
healthcare sector’s extensive 
FiFA World Cup service pro-
vision which stands ready to 
lead the coordination of the 
healthcare system’s response 
at any time in the event of a 
major incident.

“Over the coming weeks, 
almost every part of our 
healthcare system will have 
a role to play in helping us 
achieve our goal of provid-
ing a comprehensive range of 
medical and support services 
across approximately 100 
FiFA World Cup competition 
and non-competition sites. it 
has taken a truly incredible 
effort from healthcare teams 
across the healthcare sector 
to get us to this stage; with 
all our plans on track ahead 
of the tournament start. i am 
confident we are ready to sup-
port a safe and healthy FiFA 

World Cup Qatar 2022,” said 
Dr Kuwari.

Located at Hamad Medi-
cal Corporation’s (HMC) Am-
bulance service headquarters, 
the nHiCC was established 
in 2020 to lead the coordina-
tion of the healthcare system’s 
response at any time in the 
event of a major incident. the 
nHiCC coordinates opera-
tions of key healthcare provid-
ers in Qatar, including HMC, 
Primary Health Care Corpora-
tion and sidra Medicine.

staffed and operational 
24/7, the nHiCC has support-
ed healthcare efforts at recent 
major sporting events, includ-
ing the Qatar Grand Prix and 
FiFA Arab Cup. the nHiCC 
will be placed in a heighted 
state of readiness for the dura-
tion of the World Cup to ensure 
the country is in the best pos-
sible position to respond to any 
incident that might occur.

Operating 24 hours a day, 
seven days a week, the Work-
force Hub facilitates the docu-
mentation of all staff time and 
attendance records, daily staff 
briefings and collection of 
FiFA accreditation passes.

new health centres ensure proper health care access for all: minister
QNA
Doha

tHe opening of the Al Mashaf 
Health Center shows Qatar’s 
keenness to meet the health 
needs of people and ensure 
that community members re-
ceive appropriate health care 
at the right time and place, 
Minister of Public Health He 
Dr Hanan Mohammed Al Ku-
wari has said.

the minister explained 
that the plan to open the new 
health centres in the coun-
try takes into account the 
geographical and population 
density of all areas. the Min-
istry of Public Health (MoPH) 
and its partners are working 
through the national Health 
strategy, which focuses on the 
integrated care system and 
strengthening primary care 
as the first point of contact for 

community members with the 
health system, with the con-
tinuous development of the 
quality of services to meet the 
needs of patients, she said.

Managing Director of Pri-
mary Health Care Corporation 
(PHCC) Dr Mariam Ali Abdul 
Malik said that the national 
Primary Health Care strategy 
is committed to enabling the 
patient to obtain faster ac-
cess to high quality primary 

healthcare services, which in-
crease the satisfaction level of 
patients and visitors.

Al Mashaf Health Center 
has been provided with all 
the necessary requirements to 
provide a distinguished level 
of health and medical services 
in an optimal manner, she 
added.

she pointed out that the 
distribution of services in 
health centres is carried out 

according to the set plans and 
in line with the institutional 
strategy, future vision and the 
needs of patients and visitors, 
explaining that Al Mashaf 
Health Center serves the resi-
dents in zones number 90, 94 
and 98 (Al Wakra, Al Mashaf, 
south Al Wakra) according 
to the registered national ad-
dress.

the total capacity of the 
new health centre is about 

35,000 to 50,000, and it is 
expected to register 20,000 
patients in the first year. With 
the opening, the number of 
health centres affiliated with 
the PHCC reached 30.

Al Mashaf Health Center 
is located on an area of about 
22,931 square metres, and in-
cludes many general and spe-
cialized clinics, in addition to 
many other facilities and sup-
port services.

PM ViSitS NAtioNAL HEALtH iNCiDENt CoMMAND CENtER
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AL ANNABI 
AIM TO FULFIL 
GREAT HOPES
Undergo strenuous training session at aspire under watchful eyes of coach sanchez

Vinay nayudu
Doha

Hosts and home heroes Qatar took 
to a robust training session at the 
Aspire Academy grounds under the 
watchful eyes of their spanish coach 
Felix sanchez on tuesday.

Back after having played, trained 
and camped in several places in the 
world from Us to Austria to spain, 
the Al Annabi are now all geared up 
to make their historic debut at FIFA 
World Cup opening their campaign 
against Ecuador in the inaugural 
match of Qatar 2022 at the Al Bayt 
stadium on sunday (November 20th).

Qatar are in Group A, along with 
Ecuador, senegal and the Nether-
lands. 

Just as the catchline of the Arab 
world’s first FIFA World Cup Qatar 
2022 goes – ‘Now is All’ and so it is 
more often than not for World Cup 
teams when it comes to performing. 
Your past records or form doesn’t 
matter, it is on the match days what 
you do. And so it will be for the Ma-
roons who are nonetheless packed 
with some exciting stars and as a 
great team together which can work 
wonders.

Qatar’s 2019 Asian Cup triumph 
was a success story that spoke vol-
umes of their ability to beat some of 
the top teams in the world. 

the guidance of coach sanchez 
has been a stand out factor. the man 
having coached several of Qatar’s 
national teams has also seen many 
of these players grow through their 
teens and has a good idea of how to 
bring out the best in them.

Qatar’s recent experiences of 
playing at Copa America 2019, CoN-
CACAF Gold Cup 2021, the FIFA Arab 
Cup 2021 and the recent international 
friendlies will hold them in good stead. 
the fact that the Al Annabi made it 
to the semis of the Gold Cup and the 
Arab Cup should just be an underlin-
ing factor of their capabilities.

they also have some superb strik-
ers who can produce spellbound show. 
the mercurial 26-year-old Almoez Ali 
is already third in the country’s all-
time scorers’ list with 39 strikes, and 
just one shy of record holder Mansour 
Muftah. Almoez was also the top-scor-
er for Qatar at Asian Cup 2019 with 9 
goals and at the CoNCACAF Gold Cup 

with 4 goals. His form in ongoing top 
domestic league season of the QNB 
stars League too was outstanding.

Matching speed with skills for 
Qatar is the dynamic Akram Afif 
who provides the X factor. Qatar fans 
would hope for his bursts down the 
left to produce the magic moments. 
then there is the ever cool skipper 
Hassan Al Haydos, the most hard-
working player in the team who can 
create some of the best goal-scoring 
chances.

But among the many, the one who 
is expected to take this World Cup in 
a big way for the hosts is Homam Al 
Amin. the fact that coach sanchez 
to make a permanent change to his 
continental champions to integrate a 
player just barely out of his teenage 
years into the starting XI talks for the 
talent in question.

Al Amin’s rise to stardom has been 
as rapid as his raids up the left flank. 
the full-back, an Aspire Academy 
graduate who trained at Belgian side 

Eupen before returning home to star 
for Al Gharafa, broke into the side, 
forcing his manager to move 2018 
AFC Player of the Year Abdelkarim 
Hassan from the wingback position 
he had previously made his own to be-
come a left-sided centre-back.

Having racked up over 20 caps al-
ready, Al Amin will be hungry to prove 
his manager right with his energetic 
displays down the left, although 
a lack of experience could 
prove his biggest chal-
lenge.

With Qatar 
qualifying as hosts, 
there has been a lot 
of mention about: 
Not since Italy in 
1934 has any na-
tion hosted the 
FIFA World Cup 
having never quali-
fied to the competi-
tion, and that Qatar will 
want to avoid the fate of 
south Africa, who remain the 
only host country to be eliminated in 
the group stage.  

Not many seem to aware of the 
fact that Qatar came close to qualify-
ing for the World Cup finals twice – in 
1990 and 1998.

In the 1990 race, they finished 
third in the final round of the Asian 
qualifiers behind south Korea and 
UAE, while in 1998, Qatar suffered 
a heartbreak losing a crucial home 
match against saudi Arabia where a 
draw result could have fetched them 
the ticket.

thus Qatar had been steadily ris-
ing through the stages and would have 
eventually made the World Cup grade 
even otherwise later if not sooner.

Yet, a tough task awaits Qatar but 
the players are undaunted by the road 
ahead, according to midfielder Ab-
dulaziz Hatem.

“our dream of playing in the 
World Cup will become a reality in a 
few days’ time and we’re eagerly look-
ing forward to the historic occasion,” 
the 32-year-old told Qatar Football 
Association, recently.

Qatar have been preparing hard 
for the tournament under head coach 
Felix sanchez at the national camp in 
Marbella, spain. they have also played 
several friendly matches against club 
and national teams during the period.

“We’ve put in plenty of effort at 
training camps in Austria and spain. 
We’ve also played in tournaments 
like the Copa America and the CoN-
CACAF Gold Cup besides several 
friendlies, giving us useful experience 
ahead of the World Cup,” he said.

the Al Rayyan star urged the fans 
to rally behind the team, motivating 
them to raise their levels at the World 

Cup. “Personally, I want 
to be at my best at the 

World Cup while 
as a team, we’re 

eager to live up 
to our status as 
Asian cham-
pions. We 
must stay fo-
cused during 
the coming 
period. our 

goal is to prove 
that Qatar have 

a team capable of 
presenting strong 

performances.”
the foundation of 

sanchez’s side is a five-man defence, 
ensuring his goalkeeper is well pro-
tected. the spaniard has frequently 
experimented with different combina-
tions in midfield and attack, although 
one duo - Afif and Ali - remain crucial 
to his offensive strategy, whether the 
partner up as a front two or with Ali 
leading the line and Afif playing wide 
on the left.

Qatar are often happy to cede 
possession, even against theoretically 
inferior opponents. In their title-win-
ning AFC Asian Cup 2019 campaign 
they averaged 49 per cent possession, 
ranking outside the top ten teams in 
the tournament in that metric. the 
percentage was 45 per cent in the Gold 
Cup 2021 in which they reached the 
semi-final, tenth amongst all teams. 
their clinical nature without the ball 
is best embodied by their 39 per cent 
possession in the 3-1 win in the final 
against Japan and 49 per cent posses-
sion in the 4-0 hammering of hosts 
the UAE.

the clock ticks, and it’s now four 
days to go. Qatar surely would be 
ready for the big stage. And given the 
backing of their fans may well rock the 
World Cup. 

Way to go, put your best foot for-
ward!

Qatar coach Felix Sanchez leads the home team’s training session at the Aspire 
Academy in Doha on Tuesday, ahead of FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022. (aFP)

Did you 
know?

Qatar came close 
to qualifying for 

the World Cup  
finals twice – 

in 1990 and 
1998.

 Our dream of playing in the World Cup will become a reality in a few 
days’ time and we’re eagerly looking forward to the historic occasion.

Qatar midfielder Abdulaziz Hatem



Germany’s Muller and Rudiger out of Oman friendly, Flick coy on Gotze

Spain coach Luis 
Enrique to talk 

directly to fans via 
social videos

dpa
Muscat 

Thomas müller and antonio Rü-
diger missed Germany’s first train-
ing session ahead of the World Cup 
in Qatar and will therefore sit out 
Wednesday’s friendly against oman, 
coach hansi Flick said.

müller has muscle problems and 
Rüdiger a slight hip injury.

Flick’s side fly from oman to 
Qatar on Thursday, with their first 
World Cup game against Japan on 
November 23 in Group E.

“We are monitoring them from 
day to day. We assume that they will 
train with the team on matchday mi-
nus four,” Flick told a news conference 
on Tuesday, referring to saturday as 
the first day the duo might train.

Eintracht Frankfurt’s mario 
Götze and Freiburg duo matthias 
Ginter and Christian Günter also 
sat out the session having played for 
their club sides on sunday.

Flick left open whether 2014 
World Cup hero Götze would make 
his first Germany appearance since 
2017 against oman.

“With mario, you have to wait 
and see. he has a lot of minutes in 

his legs,” Flick said.
Reserve goalkeeper marc-andré 

ter stegen is yet to arrive at Germa-
ny’s training base in oman due to a 
stomach bug. 

he is feeling better and might ar-
rive in muscat on Wednesday or go 

straight to Qatar on Thursday, Flick 
said.

Number one manuel Neuer is fit 
again after a shoulder problem and is 
expected to start against oman.

Germany’s midfielders Julian Brandt (L) and Kai Havertz attend a training session in 
the Omani capital Muscat on Tuesday, on the eve of a friendly football match ahead 
of FIFA 2022 World Cup between Oman and Germany at the Sultan Qaboos Sports 
Complex stadium. (aFP)

dpa

aRGENTiNa great Lionel messi be-
lieves the Qatar World Cup is wide 
open but that old rivals Brazil and 
England, alongside defending cham-
pions France, look like the teams to 
beat.

many pundits have picked messi’s 
argentina as favourites as he bids to 
finally win the game’s top prize.

it would complete his set of tro-
phies after last year’s Copa america 
triumph and allow him to statistically 
rival Diego maradona and Pelé for 
the crown of the world’s greatest ever 
male footballer.

But the 35-year-old is not getting 
ahead of himself having lost the 2014 
final to Germany.

“The candidates are always the 
same,” he told the YouTube channel 
of south american federation Con-
mebol.

“Brazil, France and England are 
currently a little ahead of the rest, but 
anything can happen.” 

argentina, winners in 1978 and 
1986, start their quest in Qatar 
against saudi arabia on November 
22 before facing mexico and Poland 
in Group C.

Matthaus tips Argentina f 
or World Cup glory 
Germany’s record appearance maker 

and 1990 world champion Lothar 
matthäus believes argentina will pre-
vail at the Qatar World Cup starting 
on sunday.

The south americans lifted the 
trophy in 1978 and 1986 but lost the 
1990 and 2014 finals to Germany. 

This tournament looks set to be 
35-year-old argentina great Lionel 
messi’s last chance to win the top 
prize.

“if i had to choose a team 
and give a World Cup tip, i 
would go for argentina,” 
the 61-year-old wrote in 
his sky column.

he believes Brazil 
and holders France are 
also strong, “but my 
feeling is leaning to-
wards argentina. They 
have a great team spirit 
and a balanced, strong 
squad.” 

seven-times world foot-
baller of the year messi is “cur-
rently in very good shape and 
is playing better than he has in a 
long time,” matthaus added, saying 
argentina’s victory in last year’s Copa 
america has given them a big boost.

But matthäus is not discounting 
Germany.

“as always, we have a really good 
chance,” he said.

CHASING GLORY
Brazil, France and England 
ahead of the rest, says Messi
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Spain’s coach Luis Enrique attends a press 
conference for the unveiling of the official list 
of Spain’s players for the 2022 World Cup in 
Qatar at the Las Rozas football sports city near 
Madrid, on November 11, 2022. (aFP)

Germany’s midfielder Julian Brandt (L) and Germany’s midfielder Jonas Hofmann 
(C) take part in a training session in the Omani capital Muscat on Tuesday, 2022, 
on the eve of their friendly ahead of FIFA 2022 World Cup against Oman at the 
Sultan Qaboos Sports Complex stadium. (aFP)

dpa
Madrid 

sPaiN coach Luis Enrique will speak di-
rectly to fans via live streams during the 
World Cup in Qatar.

“i hereby announce that i will become a 
streamer,” the 52-year-old declared in a 

video he posted on Twitter.
he said he will probably start 

properly immediately after 
spain’s arrival in Doha on Fri-
day.

The spaniard labelled the 
plan “a crazy idea” but that 
his goal was to “establish di-
rect contact with fans who 
are interested in information 
about the national team. a 
communication without fil-
ters, which should be more 
spontaneous and natural.” 

spain face Germany as 
well as Japan and Costa 
Rica in Group E.

Coaches must hold 
news conferences a 
day before a match and 
straight after a game un-
der FiFa rules.

“streamers of the 
world, get out of the way, 
because i’m going down-
hill and without brakes,” 
he shouted loudly at the 
beginning of his first vid-
eo.

“You see, i can only 
improve. The lighting in 
this video is not right, 
the microphone is third 
league level. i can’t change 
this non-attractive face, 
but otherwise i can only get 
better.”



PA MediA/dPA
Cardiff (Wales)

AAron ramsey admits he is 
having to pinch himself ahead 
of Wales’ first World Cup cam-
paign since 1958.

While it is five months 
since Wales secured qualifi-
cation following an emotion-
charged victory over Ukraine, 
departure day for Qatar has 
topped up excitement levels 
and underlined that the dream 
is now reality.

More than a third of ram-
sey’s 75 Wales caps have been 
won in World Cup qualifying 
games during a 14-year inter-
national career.

now, though, he 
will finally per-
form on football’s 
biggest stage, 
emulating star 
performers of 
64 years ago 
such as John 
Charles, Ivor 
Allchurch and 
Cliff Jones.

“It’s absolutely 
huge, and for us to 
achieve it is amazing,” mid-
fielder ramsey said.

“You can feel the buzz 
around the place, and hopeful-
ly we can go out there and give 
a good account of ourselves.

“All these great teams we’ve 
had in the past, all these great 
players, they’ve come so close, 
but to actually do it, this has 
been many years in the mak-
ing.

“We have come such a long 
way. now for it to be a reality, 
now it is starting to really strike 
home that we are less than a 
week away.

“You have to pinch your-
self. It’s brilliant for us as a 
country.

“I am certainly looking for-
ward to it. it might be similar to 
the Euros (2016) when we first 
walked out. It is going to be re-

ally special.
“The spirit and together-

ness we have is part of the 
reason for our success. We are 
a very tightly-knit team, and I 
think that is evident in the way 
we play.” 

Wales face the United 
States in their World Cup 
opener on Monday, and ram-
sey arrives in the tournament 
fully fit and raring to go.

“For me, it has just been fo-
cusing on taking every game as 
it comes and making sure I am 
doing the right things and tick-
ing things off as the weeks go 
by,” added ramsey, who joined 
French club nice from Juven-

tus in August.
“I am feeling 

good. The staff 
in nice have 
been brilliant, 
and I’ve got 
a couple of 
people I work 
with on the 
side as well.

“I have 
played quite a 

few minutes, and 
there were a lot of 

positives to going there.
“It is a great project to be a 

part of, playing at the highest 
level and playing in Europe. It 
felt like that was the best place 
for me to be at this time.” 

Wales’ last two experi-
ences of major championships 
saw them reach the knockout 
phase each time, including a 
semi-final appearance at Euro 
2016.

The top two from a World 
Cup group that also includes 
England and Iran will qualify 
for the round of 16 in Qatar.

“We are just going to con-
centrate on the first game, 
but we want to get out of our 
group,” ramsey said.

“In knockout football any-
thing can happen, as we all 
know. The first game is mas-
sively important.”

BACK  
AFTER 

1958

More 
than a third 

of Ramsey’s 75 
Wales caps have been 

won in World Cup qual-
ifying games during 

a 14-year interna-
tional career

Brazil not feeling pressure of World Cup expectations: Raphinha

‘You have to pinch 
yourself’ - Ramsey  
relishing Wales’  
World Cup trip

STATS PerforM/dPA

BrAzIl winger raphinha says he 
does not see the favourites’ tag as 
“pressure” ahead of the World Cup, 
as the Selecao look to end their two-
decade wait for the title.

Tite’s side head to Qatar 2022 in 
search of a first triumph in the com-
petition since victory at Korea/Ja-
pan 2002, having gone closest with 
a third-place finish on home soil in 
2014 since.

Despite defeat in the Copa Ameri-
ca to Argentina last year, Brazil enter 
the tournament among the frontrun-
ners, with hopes of bringing a close 
to their drought.

Barcelona man raphinha is 
among the players hoping to make a 
difference for the nation, but he says 
being pegged as potential favourites 
does not faze him.

“I’m ready for the World Cup and 
I’m working hard to get there as good 
as I possibly can, both physically and 
mentally,” he told the Blaugrana’s 
website.

“The atmosphere is that of a win-
ning national team, ambitious and 

wanting to win the title. There’s a 
good vibe among the whole team.

“I don’t see it as pressure, a team 
like Brazil is always a contender for 
the World Cup or any other title 
that they play for. The demand of 
the fans is normal because we are a 
high-quality team, with big names.” 
raphinha has racked up 11 caps with 
Brazil since making his debut while 
at leeds United last season, and 
made the switch to Barca ahead of 
this season.

It has not been an easy start how-
ever, with a Blaugrana team studded 
with major names slipping out of the 
Champions league for the second 
campaign running at the group stage.

The 25-year-old feels he is still 
bedding into his new surroundings, 
adding: “I still see myself in a period 
of adaptation to the club, I think I’m 
at a time where it has been quite com-
plicated, especially because of my sta-
tistics and because of the way I play.” 

Brazil kick off their World Cup 
campaign against Serbia on novem-
ber 24, before further encounters 
with Switzerland and Cameroon in 
Group G.

(From L) Brazil’s defender Alex Sandro, Brazil’s forward Raphinha, Brazil’s forward Pedro, Brazil’s midfielder Everton Ribeiro,  
Brazil’s midfielder Fred and Brazil’s defender Alex Telles arrive for a training session on Monday at the Continassa training 
ground in Turin, northern Italy, as part of Brazil’s national football team preparation ahead of the Qatar 2022 World Cup. (afP)

Senegal’s Sadio Mane out of ‘first games’
AgencieS

SADIo Mane will miss Sene-
gal’s “first games” at the World 
Cup because of a leg injury, an 
official from the country’s foot-
ball federation has said, reports 
BBC.com.

The Bayern Munich for-
ward was named in the Teran-
ga lions squad for Qatar de-
spite being forced off in a club 
game last week.

The German champions 
said the 30-year-old had an 
injury “to his right fibula”, but 
Senegal coach Aliou Cisse said 
Mane does not need an opera-
tion.

The West Africans begin 
their Group A campaign against 
the netherlands on Monday, 
with games against hosts Qatar 
(25 november) and Ecuador 

(29 november) to follow.
“We will have to rely on 

playing the first games without 

Sadio and win without Sadio,” 
Senegal football federation 
(FSF) board member Abdou-

laye Sow told AP.
“no-one would have want-

ed it, but that’s what’s hap-
pened to us.”

Sow added Senegal should 
“not whine too much” about 
the absence of the two-time Af-
rican Footballer of the Year.

Mane is Senegal’s talisman, 
having scored the winning pen-
alty when the Teranga lions 
became continental champions 
for the first time in February, 
defeating Egypt in a shoot-out 
in the Africa Cup of nations fi-
nal.

Within two months Mane 
had repeated the feat, netting 
the decisive spot-kick as Sen-
egal beat Egypt - in a game that 
again pitted him against then 
liverpool team-mate Moham-
med Salah – on penalties in a 
play-off to qualify for Qatar.

Senegal’s forward Sadio Mane. 
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Aaron Ramsey, Wales midfielder.



With Tunisia just days 
away from stepping 
out at Qatar 2022 

and making their sixth FIFA 
World Cup appearance, Naim 
Sliti met up with FIFA+ for an 
exclusive interview.

The former Sedan mid-
fielder, who was born in 
Marseille, talked about his 
career to date, his influences 
and his childhood footballing 
memories. Now with Saudi 
Arabian club Ettifaq FC, Sliti 
spoke of his pride in playing 
at the World Cup for a Tunisia 
side he described as experi-
enced and of his desire to do 
the Arab world proud as it 
stages the tournament for the 
first time.

Have you always 
dreamed of playing at the 
World Cup?

Always. I started playing 
football just after the 1998 
World Cup, after France won 
with two goals from Zinedine 
Zidane in the Final. That’s what 
pushed me to take up the game. 

What does it mean for 
you to play for Tunisia?

I’m so proud to play for 
my country. I try to do my 
best every time I pull on the 
jersey. You play for a country, 
for your people, and you give 
your all.

What goes through your 
mind when you think 
about an Arab country 
hosting the World Cup for 
the first time?

I’m so happy and excited 
and I’m impressed too with 
the stadiums and the facili-
ties they’ve managed to build. 
There are only four teams 
[from the Arab world] with Qa-
tar, Saudi Arabia, Morocco and 
Tunisia. We’re going to try to 
do justice to the Arab nations 
and we’ll be playing in front of 
our amazing crowds too.

What’s your view of 
Denmark, Australia and 
France, your opponents 
in Group D?

We know it’s a difficult 
group, with two big teams in 
France and Denmark. We’ll 
need to watch out for Australia 
too because they’re a good 
side as well. It won’t be easy 
but anything can happen in 
football. 

Do you see any differenc-
es with the group you had 
at Russia 2018 [England, 
Belgium and Panama]?

England were very 
much a big team and 
Belgium were the best 
side in the tournament. 
The group we’re in now 
is pretty similar because 
we’ve got two other big 
sides in Denmark and 
France. I still don’t think, 
though, that they’re as 
strong now as Belgium and 
England were back then.

Tunisia have never 
reached the second 
round at the World 
Cup. Will it finally 
happen at Qatar 
2022?

It’s something we’re 
aware of. It would be 

a dream for us and we could 
really make a mark, so why 
not? We have to go out and do 
it and it’s not going to be easy 
at all, but we know we have the 
potential and that the ream is 
ready, God willing.

You went to Russia 2018 
and all the expectations 
are that you will be in the 
squad again for Qatar 
2022. What’s changed 
about Naim Sliti and the 
Tunisian national team in 
these last four years?

What’s changed is the 

amount of experience we have. 
There’s a lot more of it in this 
team, especially the senior 
players. Some players have got 
four more years and a World 
Cup in their legs. I also feel 
we’re more solid at the back. 
We’ll try to build on that, to 
make the most of that, and 
I hope we’ll come away with 
something positive in the end.

What does a sixth World 
Cup appearance mean for 
Tunisia as a country?

The domestic league is still 
a big deal in Tunisia but the 
standard has dropped in the last 
few years unfortunately. There 
are concerns about facilities 
too. There’s a lot of potential 
and some very good teams, and 
I hope that the country’s sixth 
World Cup appearance will help 
it to recover, both in terms of 

sport and in general, 
and that we can 

bring a lot of joy 
to Tunisia. The 
country de-
serves it.

Seeking 
joy for 

TuniSia

Ghana can beat anyone 
on our day: Coach Addo

Sliti is optimistic the 
North Africans will 
make a mark in the 
Arab World’s first WC

Tribune news neTwork
Doha

OTTO Addo is usually respon-
sible for helping to develop 
Borussia Dortmund’s young 
talents, but at the FIFA World 
Cup Qatar 2022, his focus will 
be on established senior stars.

The former Bundesliga stal-
wart – whose playing career 
featured spells at Hannover, 
Dortmund, Mainz and home-
town club Hamburg – was ap-
pointed as Ghana’s caretaker 
coach ahead of March’s World 
Cup play-off against Nigeria. 
In the new year, he plans a full-
time return to polishing Dort-
mund’s raw diamonds but over 
the coming weeks he hopes to 
steer the Ghana national team 
to new heights. FIFA+ chatted 
to the 47-year-old about the ex-
citing task ahead.

Coaching Black Stars
Addo said he had mixed 

feelings the moment he became 
the coach of the Black Stars as 
he had already worked along-
side coach Milovan Rajevac. 

“I think he did a good job. I 
was happy to work with him and 
we got on well. It was a shame 
to miss out on the Africa Cup of 
Nations. I was sad not to be able 
to continue working with him, 
but now I’m obviously happy to 
be on the touchline for Ghana. 
It’s an honour for me and I’ll al-
ways try to do my best, just like I 
did when I was a player.”

On the nerve-wracking 
play-off matches against Nige-
ria, the Ghana coach said the 
team had some bad luck ini-
tially because they had a lot of 
injured players before the first 
game. “I think I had to make 
do without eight players that I 
wanted to select. On top of that, 
two others were suspended. 
So there were a lot of absen-
tees but that opened the door 
for new players, for debutants. 
There were a lot of question 
marks before the game against 
Nigeria but the boys adapted 
well to the different ways Ni-
geria play. We did well given 
the circumstances, with all the 
injuries, the new players and a 
new coaching team. There were 
mixed feelings at the end. It 
was only two days later that the 
penny dropped that we’d quali-
fied for the World Cup. And it 
was a fantastic feeling.”

As for his plans for a coach-
ing career, he said he never real-
ly thought about becoming one, 
as a child or even as a player.

“I always just wanted to be 

a footballer and play for either 
Germany or Ghana. I never 
thought beyond that. I’ve liked 
being a coach. As a player I al-
ways did my best and, as I said, 
I’m happy and feel honoured to 
be in this position.”

Ghanian strength
According to Addo, Ghana 

have a lot of quality. “I see that 
in training and in our matches 
too. It was an especially tough 
game against Nigeria but we 
competed with them even 
though we’d made a lot of 
changes. The players adapted 
very well and very quickly. I 
think we’ve got a bright future 
ahead of us with all the talented 
young players we have, espe-
cially because we have the right 
balance with the older and more 
experienced players. We’re in 
good shape defensively, we 
read the game well and have a 
good feel for when to press the 
opposition at the right time. 

“We’ve got a great deal of 
quality up front, our individual 

class. We can do damage one-
on-one and with our speed. We 
can beat anyone. It’s up to the 
players, not me. It’s their per-
formances that have brought 
them this far. They have the 
quality, with or without me. I’m 
responsible for putting them in 
the right positions so that they 
can produce their best perfor-
mances, with and without the 
ball. They have to be able to 
play together.”

On the reunion with Uru-
guay, who ended Ghana’s 
brilliant run at South Africa 
2010 in a quarter-final pen-
alty shoot-out, Addo said, “I’m 
sure that’ll be in the back of the 
minds of some players because 
it was a decisive game, not just 
for Ghana but for Africa as a 
whole. If Ghana had won they 
would have made history as 
the first African team to reach 
a World Cup semi-final. It was 
very painful but now a new gen-
eration of players is out on the 
pitch. We need to take it one 
game at a time in Qatar. The 

first match against Portugal will 
be very decisive and important. 
The result will determine how 
we approach our second game. 
If we can get a point against 
Portugal then it’ll take a lot of 
pressure off our meeting with 
Uruguay.”

On the game against South 
Korea, the coach said, “We’re 
going up against three strong 
opponents and we could lose all 
three games or win all three. It’s 
up to us and how we adapt to 
their playing style, how we stop 
them, how we work together as 
a team. We need to play intel-
ligent football, exploit our op-
ponents’ weaknesses and bring 
our own strengths to the fore. 
Every single game is different 
and the first match will be deci-
sive. The subsequent games de-
pend on the first one. If we lose, 
we need to be more attacking 
in the second match, but if not 
we can set ourselves up differ-
ently. It also depends how Uru-
guay and Korea Republic play 
against each other. In the end, 
it’s about mentality.”

‘Anything is possible’
As for the expectations on 

his team for this World Cup, 
Addo said, “Everything is pos-
sible. As I’ve said, we have 
three strong opponents in our 
group. If we don’t perform as 
we need to, or if we’re not able 
to implement our tactics then 
it’ll be very difficult. Especially 
because Portugal, Uruguay and 
Korea Republic are very strong 
opponents with qualities on and 
off the pitch. It will be difficult 
to compete with them but, as 
I’ve said, we have the quality to 
beat them. If we progress from 
the group, anything is possible.”

Amartey, Williams, Ayew among 
top tier talent in Ghana squad
otto addo has named the 
26 players who will represent 
Ghana at the FIFa World Cup.

amongst others, Denis 
odoi, Daniel amartey, Inaki 
Williams and Jordan ayew 
are established top-tier 
talents heading to Qatar to 
represent Ghana. the Black 
Stars are hoping to replicate 
and improve on their quarter-
final reaching performance at 
Brazil 2014.

however, there was no 
room in addo’s squad for 
Joseph Paintsil, who has 
impressed for Genk recently, 
or Jeffrey Schlupp of Crystal 
Palace. Felix afena-Gyan, 
also misses out.

Ghana play their first 
group game against Portugal 
on November 24, before fac-
ing Korea Republic and their 
2010 nemesis, Uruguay. 

 — Agencies
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FIFA on Wednesday approved the squad lists of 32 teams — comprising 831 players — participating in the FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022. Ec-
uador were the last team to announce their squad on Wednesday morning. They will play in the first match of the football festival against the 
hosts on Sunday (November 20) at 7 pm at the Al Bayt Stadium.

All 32 squads announced for World Cup

The Black Stars interim coach is banking on his side’s individual class and 
speed to spring surprises as they plan to ‘take it one game at a time’ in Qatar 

Otto Addo

I’m so happy and excited 
and I’m impressed too 
with the stadiums and 
the facilities [Qatar has] 
managed to build. There 
are only four teams [from 
the Arab world] with Qatar, 
Saudi Arabia, Morocco 
and Tunisia. We’re going 
to try to do justice to the 
Arab nations and we’ll 
be playing in front of our 
amazing crowds too.
— Naim Sliti
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Last chance for Belgium’s golden 
generation at World Cup: Hazard

STATS PERFORM/DPA
BRUSSELS

EDEN Hazard acknowledged the 
World Cup in Qatar will be 
the “last chance” for Bel-
gium’s ‘Golden Gen-
eration’ to triumph 
and says he wants 
to stay at Real Ma-
drid.

With the 
likes of Hazard, 
Thibaut Courtois, 
Kevin De Bruyne 
and Romelu Lu-
kaku to call upon, 
Belgium have 
been unable to get 
their hands on a 
major trophy.

T h e 
R e d 

Devils have ended five of the 
past seven years at the top of the 
FIFA rankings, though they suf-
fered quarter-final eliminations 

at the past two 
European 

C h a m -
pion-

ships.
Belgium were also knocked 

out at the same stage in the 2014 
World Cup before reaching the 
semi-finals of Russia 2018, where 
they were beaten by eventual 
winners France.

Hazard, who has endured a 
difficult time in Madrid follow-
ing his move from Chelsea, be-

lieves Qatar will be Belgium’s 
last opportunity to succeed 

with the current star-stud-
ded squad.

“I keep smiling. There 
are people who doubt my 
qualities, but not me and 
we will see them again,” 
the 31-year-old said.  

“For us the World 
Cup is the last chance 
to show that we can 
still win something 

with this genera-

tion. It will be complicated, but 
we will give our all.” Hazard sug-
gested “it is possible” Qatar could 
be his last World Cup with Bel-
gium and says he has no inten-
tion of leaving Madrid by his own 
choice any time soon.

“I don’t want to leave Real 
Madrid. The answer is clear, but 
it’s not just up to me,” he added.

Madrid coach Carlo Ancelotti 
has previously stated Hazard, 
who has started just one LaLiga 
game this season, is aware of the 
reasons for his lack of minutes 
with fierce competition for places.

The former Chelsea winger 
has struggled with injuries and 
fitness issues following his arrival 
in June 2019.

Hazard has managed just 29 
starts in his four LaLiga seasons 
with Madrid, who trail Barcelona 
by two points.

IKOLI VICTOR
DOHA

WITH the FIFA World Cup 
Qatar 2022 only four days 
away, the full squads for all 32 
teams can finally be confirmed 
now.

The release of the 26-man 
lists confirms the sporting 
dreams of 831 players, who 
will all compete in the 22nd 
edition of the finals, which will 
begin on Sunday, November 
20, when hosts Qatar face Ec-
uador at the Al-Bayt Stadium.

The Qatar Stars League 
will provide 33 players from 
the host country’s top flight 
league (3.9%) to the tourna-
ment. All of Felix Sanchez’s 
26-man Qatar national team 
squad are based in Qatar.  

Qatar and Saudi Arabia are 
the only squads to be made up 
entirely of domestic players. 
The additional seven are two 
players each from Iran and 
Tunisia, and Morocco, Ghana 

and South Korea one each.
Halilzadeh Shoja of Iran 

and his compatriot Kanani 
Hossein play for Al Ahli. Sassi 
Ferjani of Tunisia and Youssef 
Msakni of Al Arabi represent 
Al Duhail. Moroccan Benoun 
Badr plays for Qatar Sports 
Club, while Ghanaian Andre 
Ayew and South Korean Jung 
Wooyoung play for Al Sadd.

Al Sadd have the most 
players in a single squad, with 
13 of their 15 World Cup rep-
resentatives included in the 
hosts’ selection.

Al Sadd leads the Qatar 
Stars League contingent with 
13 of their 15 World Cup rep-
resentatives in the hosts’ se-
lection. Bayern Munich, the 
German Bundesliga champi-
ons, have 17 players more than 
Qatar Stars League champions 
Al Sadd, who have 16 players 
each. Manchester United has 
14 players, Real Madrid has 
13, and Saudi Arabia’s Al Hi-
lal has the same number as 

Chelsea with 12 players. Tot-
tenham Hotspur, PSG, Ajax 
Amsterdam, Juventus, and 
Atletico Madrid all have elev-
en players. 

Premier League leaders Ar-
senal, as well as Sevilla, have 
ten players in the bracket.

With 135 of the 831 play-
ers (16%), the English Premier 
League will have more World 
Cup players than any other 
league on the international 
scene.

Spain’s LaLiga has 83, fol-
lowed by Germany’s Bundes-
liga with 78 and Italy’s Serie A 
with 67.

Major League Soccer in the 
United States will provide 35, 
while the Championship, Eng-
land’s second tier of profes-
sional football, will provide 25.

Except for Jude Belling-
ham of Borussia Dortmund, 
the entire England squad is 
based in the country.

Brazil and Portugal have 12 
and 10 Premier League play-

ers, respectively, while Aus-
tralia, Canada, Qatar, Saudi 
Arabia, and Tunisia are the 
only countries without a sin-
gle player from the English top 
flight.

Tottenham Hotspur is the 
only club with players in ten 
squads, beating out Manches-
ter City and Chelsea with nine 
each.

Tottenham players at 
the World Cup

Cristian Romero (Argen-
tina)

Richarlison (Brazil)
Ivan Perisic (Croatia)
Pierre-Emile Hojbjerg 

(Denmark)
Harry Kane (England)
Eric Dier (England)
Hugo Lloris (France)
Pape Matar Sarr (Senegal)
Son Heung-min (South 

Korea)
Rodrigo Bentancur (Uru-

guay)
Ben Davies (Wales)

Al Sadd have the most players in a single squad, with 13 of their 15 World Cup 
representatives included in the hosts’ selection

Al Sadd players celebrate a goal during the Qatar Stars League recently; the majority of the team’s representatives will be in Qatar for the FIFA 
World Cup from November 20 to December 18.

Qatar Stars League to provide 
33 players at the World Cup

STATS PERFORM/DPA
BERLIN

CRISTIANO Ronaldo’s scath-
ing criticism of Manchester 
United will not have an impact 
on Portugal’s quest for World 
Cup glory in Qatar, says mid-
fielder Joao Mario.

Ronaldo has endured a tor-
rid season after reportedly ex-
pressing his desire to leave Old 
Trafford in the transfer win-
dow, making just four Premier 
League starts and only scoring 
once in the competition.

Having been temporar-
ily exiled from first-team 
activities by Erik ten 
Hag after refusing 
to come on as a 
substitute against 
Tottenham last 
month, Ron-
aldo’s United 
future is again 
in doubt follow-
ing his decision to 
grant an explosive 
television interview.

The five-time Ballon 
d’Or winner claimed to have 
been “betrayed” by United and 
said he has no respect for Ten 
Hag.

Ronaldo is set to begin his 
fifth and likely final World Cup 
campaign this month, and in-
ternational team-mate Joao 
Mario does not believe Portugal 
will suffer for the 37-year-old’s 
actions.

“I don’t see a problem with 
the timing, so it’s fine for us,” 
Joao Mario said at a press con-
ference on Tuesday.  “I don’t 
think it puts further pressure 

on him or on us. We’re used to 
dealing with great pressure.

“It’s not the first time that 
a player comes to the national 
team having a problem with 
his club. One of the advantages 
is that we put everything to the 
side when we are here.” Ron-
aldo’s relationship with United 
and Portugal team-mate Bruno 
Fernandes has also come under 
the spotlight but Joao Mario is 
unperturbed.  “The headlines 
are always about him. Honestly, 
every time we come to the na-
tional team, the first questions 
asked are always about Ronal-

do. The focus is always on 
him, and we are used 

to that,” he said.
“He is totally 

focused on the 
national team 
and he is go-
ing to be a big 
help for us at 
the World Cup.” 

Portugal will be-
gin their Group 

H campaign against 
Ghana on November 24 

after taking on Nigeria in a pre-
tournament friendly on Thurs-
day.

Having scored at the 2006, 
2010, 2014 and 2018 World 
Cups, Ronaldo could become 
the first player to score in five 
different editions of the tourna-
ment when he takes to the field 
in Qatar.

However, all seven of his 
World Cup goals to date have 
come in the group stage - no 
player has scored more goals at 
the tournament without finding 
the net in a knockout game.

Ronaldo’s United 
problems will not 
affect Portugal in 
Qatar: Joao Mario

Manchester United’s Portuguese striker Cristiano Ronaldo during the 
Premier League match at Old Trafford in Manchester recently. (AFP)

Ecuador omit Castillo from World 
Cup squad after nationality row
ECUADOR have left out Byron 
Castillo from their World Cup 
squad following a row over his 
nationality.

Castillo played for Ecua-
dor in World Cup qualifiers 
but Chile and Peru went to the 
Court of Arbitration for Sport 
over allegations he was born in 
Colombia.

He was then deemed eligi-
ble for Ecuador but the federa-

tion was fined because of false 
information on his documenta-
tion.

Now they have decided to 
omit him from the squad in 
case of problems with his docu-
ments in Qatar, the federation 
said in a statement on Tuesday.

Ecuador play the hosts in 
the World Cup opener on Sun-
day. 
DPA

RONALDO’S 
FIFTH AND  

LIKELY FINAL 
WORLD CUP 
CAMPAIGN

Members of Belgian’s national football team pose for a photo near the 
new Brussels Airlines Belgian Icon “Trident” plane at the Zaventem 
airport, on Tuesday. (AFP)

Belgium’s national football team forward Eden Hazard at a press confer-
ence ahead of the upcoming Fifa World Cup, in Tubize on Monday. (AFP) 
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ONE of the most enduring 
relationships between a fran-
chise and a player in the IPL 
has ended. 

Five-time champions 
Mumbai Indians have released 
Kieron Pollard, their most 
senior player, to end a 13-year 
playing career that began in 
2010, when they signed Pol-
lard for an undisclosed sum 
via a tie-breaker that broke the 
deadlock between four teams. 

While Pollard said he 
would be calling time as a 
player in the IPL, his relation-
ship with Mumbai is not end-
ing: he has joined them as a 
batting coach and will play for 
MI Emirates, owned by the 
same group, in the ILT20 in 
the UAE.

Pollard is among a small 
set of players who have repre-
sented only one franchise over 
their entire IPL careers. The 
others in the list, with a cut-
off of at least 100 matches, are 
Virat Kohli (Royal Challengers 
Bangalore from 2008), Sunil 
Narine (Kolkata Knight Rid-
ers from 2011), Jasprit Bum-
rah (Mumbai from 2013) and 
Lasith Malinga (who had two 
stints at Mumbai).

It was Pollard’s explosive 
hitting, athletic fielding, and 

smarts with the ball during the 
2009 Champions League T20 
that drew the collective at-
tention of the IPL franchises. 
While he set his base price at 
$200,000 in the 2010 auction, 
four franchises - Mumbai, 
Chennai Super Kings, Royal 
Challengers and Knight Riders 
- placed the maximum bid of 
$750,000 for him. 

Pollard became the first of 
two players in the IPL [Shane 
Bond was the second] to be 
signed via the silent tie-break-
er rule, where franchises were 
asked to list a price on a blank 
cheque with the highest bid 
getting the player’s services.

It was a remarkable turn 
of fortunes for Pollard, the tall 
and well-built allrounder from 
Trinidad & Tobago, who had 
been left “disappointed” just 
a year earlier when he went 
unsold at the 2009 auction de-
spite setting a base price of just 
USD 60,000.

In a chat with ESPNcricin-
fo in 2010, a day after Mumbai 
paid him a sum estimated to be 
in seven figures, Pollard said 
his biggest challenge would be 
to “sustain what I’ve started 
as there would be big expec-
tations of me - but cricket is a 
funny game, it can go any way; 
I’m just going to go there and 
play my best.”

Infantino addresses G20, calls for ceasefire 
between Russia-Ukraine during World Cup

Pollard calls time 
on IPL, stays with 
Mumbai Indians 
as batting coach

FIFA.COM

FIFA president Gianni Infantino 
has made a direct plea to world 
leaders gathered in Indonesia for 
the 17th G20 summit to call for 
ceasefire during FIFA World Cup 
Qatar 2022 and to begin dialogue 
as a first step to bring the conflict in 
Russia and Ukraine to an end.

Addressing assembled heads of 
state at the intergovernmental fo-
rum, which comprises of 19 coun-
tries and the European Union, the 
FIFA president said: “Football is a 
force for good. We are not naïve to 
believe that football can solve the 
world’s problems. 

“We know that our main focus as 
a sports organisation is and should 
be sports, but because Football 
Unites the World, this particular 
FIFA World Cup, with five billion 
people watching it, can be a trigger 
for a positive gesture, for a sign or a 
message of hope.” 

The FIFA president’s speech rec-
ognised the current uncertainty in 
the world, and identified countries 
involved in current conflict. “Russia 
hosted the last World Cup in 2018, 
and Ukraine is bidding to host the 
World Cup in 2030,” the FIFA pres-
ident said, when identifying their 

2030 bid together with Portugal and 
Spain, among other bidders. 

“Maybe, the current World Cup, 
starting in five days, can really be 
that positive trigger. So my plea, to 
all of you, is to think on a temporary 
ceasefire, for one month, for the du-

ration of the FIFA World Cup, or at 
least the implementation of humani-
tarian corridors, or anything that 
could lead to the resumption of dia-
logue as a first step to peace. You are 
the world leaders; you have the abil-
ity to influence the course of history.” 

“Football and the FIFA World 
Cup are offering you and the world 
a unique platform of unity and 
peace all over the world,” Infantino 
added. 

“So let’s take this opportunity to 
do everything we can to start put-

ting an end to all conflicts.”
 Infantino was speaking five 

days before the 22nd edition of the 
FIFA World Cup begins in Qatar, 
and the day after football’s global 
governing body launched the Foot-
ball Unites the World campaign - in 
which a host of international stars 
joined forces to illustrate football’s 
unrivalled ability to bring people 
together, a campaign that will run 
throughout the FIFA World Cup.

“You all know what football 
means to your people and to your 
countries; it is about passion, it is 
about inclusion, it is about toler-
ance, it is about non-discrimina-
tion, and it is about education,” In-
fantino continued. 

“Football is an investment in 
our children, for our future. Foot-
ball unites the world, and because 
football unites the world, the World 
Cup is an occasion to bring people 
together in peace and joy, some-
thing deeply needed in the turbu-
lent times we live in.” 

The FIFA World Cup Qatar 
2022 kicks off on Sunday Novem-
ber 20 , which the host nation takes 
on Ecuador at Al Bayt Stadium. The 
tournament will end at Lusail Sta-
dium, where the final will take place 
on Sunday December 18.

(From left) FIFA President Gianni Infantino, Australia’s Prime Minister Anthony Albanese and Britain’s Prime Minister Rishi 
Sunak in Bali on Tuesday. (AFP)

Djokovic to be handed visa for Australian Open
DPA 

SYDNEY

NOVAK Djokovic will receive 
a visa to compete in Janu-
ary’s Australian Open after the 
government decided to drop a 
three-year entry ban, Guardian 

Australia reported on Tuesday.
The Serbian, the record 

nine-times winner of the Mel-
bourne tennis grand slam, was 
unceremoniously deported early 
this year after arriving for the 
2022 tournament when he was 
not vaccinated against corona-

virus. An automatic three-year 
ban followed but Australia has 
since dropped the requirement 
to be jabbed and the Guardian 
said immigration minister An-
drew Giles will now give Djoko-
vic a visa.

Djokovic, who won his open-

ing match at the ATP Finals in 
Turin on Monday, told report-
ers: “We are waiting. That’s all I 
can tell you for now.” 

Australian Open director 
Craig Tiley was optimistic Djok-
ovic would be let in for the first 
major of 2023.

PAGE 6 | SPORTS WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 16, 2022

QATAR OPENS  
HOST COUNTRY MEDIA 
CENTRE IN MSHEIREB

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK 
DOHA 

THE Host Country Media 
Centre (HCMC) for the FIFA 
World Cup Qatar 2022 has 
been officially opened by the 
Supreme Committee for Deliv-
ery & Legacy (SC).

Located in Msheireb Down-
town Doha, the HCMC will help 
thousands of media profession-
als cover the tournament, which 
will get underway when hosts 
Qatar face Ecuador at Al Bayt 
Stadium on November 20 .

The HCMC features a vast 
number of facilities, including a 
press conference room, studios, 
hot desks, IT support, photogra-
pher services, media lounge and 
restaurant. The facility will be 
open for 24 hours a day during 
the tournament, which will cul-
minate with the final at Lusail 
Stadium on December 18 .

Fatma Al Nuaimi, the SC’s 
Communications & Media Exec-
utive Director, said: “We are de-
lighted to welcome media from 
across the globe to cover the first 
FIFA World Cup in the Middle 
East and Arab world. The Host 
Country Media Centre has been 
developed to help reporters, 
broadcasters, photographers 
and videographers seamlessly 
conduct their work while cov-
ering both the tournament and 
everything Qatar has to offer. 
We look forward to collaborat-
ing closely with media as they 
cover a unique edition of the 
FIFA World Cup.” The HCMC 

will show every match live and 
host regular press conferences 
and fireside chats with SC and 
countrywide spokespeople.

The press conference room 
has capacity for 140 reporters 
and up to 25 camera positions. 
Press conferences will be live-
streamed to media members sat 
at hot desks, increasing the ca-
pacity to nearly 500. There are 
also four studios and one broad-
cast studio which will be avail-
able for broadcasters to book.

The 300 hot desks are avail-
able to media on a first-come, 
first-served basis. All are con-

nected to internet to power. In 
addition, some computers will 
be available to media, while IT 
service desk personnel will be 
on hand to troubleshoot if nec-
essary. The HCMC also features 
a photographer services desk 
which is being delivered in col-
laboration with Nikon and Can-
non. Maintenance services will 
be offered free of charge, while 
essential parts will be available 
to buy.

There is also a media lounge 
with capacity to host 100 people 
and a restaurant with catering 
from the W Hotel.

Media interested in cover-
ing the tournament from Qatar 
or their home country can reg-
ister for the Qatar Media Portal 
(QMP). The innovative digital 
platform offers journalists, con-
tent creators and broadcasters 
access to a wide range of re-
sources in order to help them 
operate. Available at media.qa-
tar2022.qa, the QMP hosts ex-
clusive host country content and 
facilitates a range of services, in-
cluding interview requests with 
SC and government spokespeo-
ple, studio bookings and media 
tours.

The 300 hot desks are available to media on a first-come, first-served basis.

Kieron Pollard
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Football fever now has a firmer grip on Qatar and the symptoms have begun to manifest 
themselves. Fans of various persuasions are coming out on the streets in large numbers to 
add colour and flavour to the celebrations. It is only four days to go until the greatest show 
on Earth kicks off in Qatar when the hosts line up against Ecuador at the Al Bayt Stadium for 
the opening match of Qatar 2022.

ExcitEmEnt builds as arab world’s first fifa world cup nEars

 Quick read

Formula one team Ferrari have denied widespread media reports 
that they will part ways with team boss mattia Binotto after this 
season. “In relation to speculation in certain media regarding Scu-
deria Ferrari Team Principal mattia Binotto’s position, Ferrari states 
that these rumours are totally without foundation,” a statement 
said on Tuesday.  
Gazzetta dello Sport and other media had reported that after four 
years at the helm of the Scuderia, the Italian would be replaced 
after they again failed to mount a title challenge. alfa romeo team 
boss Frédéric Vasseur, a Frenchman, had been mooted as the 
favourite to succeed him. — Agencies

raFael Nadal’s qualification hopes at the aTP Finals were all but 
ended with a straight-sets loss to Felix auger-aliassime in Turin. 
Nadal began the week with a chance of finishing the year ranked 
world number one but he suffered an opening loss to Taylor Fritz and 
was beaten 6-3 6-4 by Canadian auger-aliassime on Tuesday. The 
Spaniard still has a slim chance of reaching the semi-finals should 
he beat Casper ruud in straight sets in his final group match and all 
other results go his way, but Nadal has been well below his best so 
far. There was the jarring sight of Toni Nadal, the guiding hand in his 
nephew’s career for so long, sitting in auger-aliassime’s box, with the 
young Canadian currently under his tutelage.  — Agencies

Two bright red pointed hats, so-called Phrygian caps, are the 
mascots for the 2024 Summer olympic and Paralympic Games 
in Paris. The International olympic Committee (IoC) unveiled 
the mascots - which have eyes and are wearing sneakers - in 
the French capital on monday. They are modelled on the Phry-
gian caps - also known as liberty caps - that were a symbol of 
freedom during the French revolution. The Phyrgian caps are 
well-known in France, as they appear on postage stamps. The 
mascots based on these caps “are a symbol of freedom and 
embody French values and spirit,” the organizers  
explained.  — Agencies

Ferrari deny replacing team boss Binotto Nadal’s AtP Finals hopes all but over Mascots for 2024 Paris olympics unveiled
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England arrived in Qatar 
on Tuesday night ahead of the 
FIFa World Cup, which begins 
on Sunday, reports BBC.com.

gareth Southgate’s 26-man 
squad left Birmingham earlier 
in the day and will spend the 
next few days at their training 
camp near doha before their 
opening game of the tourna-
ment.

England face Iran in group 
B on Monday, 21 november 
(13:00 gMT) before games 
against the United States and 
Wales.

“Excitement is building 
among everyone,” said captain 
Harry Kane.

“We’re happy to be here 
and looking forward to being 
out on the training pitch.”

Southgate added: “For 
every player and every man-
ager it’s the pinnacle of world 
football so we’re really looking 
forward to testing ourselves on 
that stage.”

England are looking to go 
at least one better than their 
performance at the 2018 World 
Cup in Russia, where they 
reached the semi-finals and 
were beaten 2-1 by Croatia in 
extra time.

“We’re trying not to think 
that far ahead but of course 

that’s the dream and what we’re 
aiming to do,” Kane added.

“It’s going to be a tough 
tournament, we have to pre-
pare for that but really excited 
to get going.”

a crowd of supporters had 
gathered to wave off South-
gate’s squad as they left St 
george’s Park for their flight to 
Qatar.

The night before their de-
parture, Prince William pre-

sented the players with their 
shirt numbers for the tourna-
ment and also provided some 
words of encouragement.

“I’m really here to point out 
that the rest of the country is 
behind you,” he said. 

“We are all rooting for you, 
enjoy it.”

Teams would normally 
base themselves at a training 
camp a few weeks before a ma-
jor tournament but this time 

they have only a few days to 
prepare for their opening fix-
tures, with this World Cup tak-
ing place in the middle of the 
domestic season.

“We’re used to preparing 
for games with England in a 
short period, with major tour-
naments it’s a bit different,” 
added Kane.

“The mentality of the squad 
will adapt to it well and that’s 
what we’re going to.”

England arrive in Qatar ready for 
‘pinnacle of world football’
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Tribune news neTwork
Doha

WITH the FIFa World Cup Qatar 
2022 getting under way later this 
week, stars from across the globe 
have been jetting in to doha.

Belgium, germany and England 
flew out of their respective coun-
tries on Tuesday and were headed 
to doha via different routes and stop 
overs.

Meanwhile, Tunisia and Swit-
zerland teams and staff trouped into 
doha on Monday night.

Hamad International airport has 
seen a host of nations touch down, 
with gregg Berhalter’s USa squad 
being among the first to land for the 
first global showpiece to be held in 
the arab world.

“We believe we have a talented 
group, a strong team spirit, and one 
that is ready to compete,” Berhalter 
had said on arrival.

“We are extremely proud and 
honoured to represent the United 
States and appreciate all the amaz-
ing support from our fans in Qatar.”

The US begin their group B 
campaign against Wales at the ah-
mad Bin ali Stadium on Monday, 
november 21, before meetings with 
England and IR Iran.

Carlos Queiroz’s men – who are up 
against England in their opening game 
– were one of three teams pictured 

making their way through the air-
port on Monday, with Tunisia 

another side to arrive.
Jalel Kadri’s out-

fit are in a testing 

group d with holders France, Eu-
ropean championship semi-finalists 
denmark, and australia – another 
squad to have made their way to Qa-
tar to begin acclimatising.

Japan, Senegal, and South Korea 
– plus the host nation – are also be-
ing put through their paces at their 
respective team camps around doha, 
ahead of the opening fixture between 

Qatar and Ecuador at the al Bayt 
Stadium on Sunday, november 21.

and shortly before midnight on 
Monday, Switzerland stepped onto 
the tarmac at Hamad International 
airport, with Brazil, Serbia and Cam-
eroon awaiting as their opponents in 
group g.

Members of Belgium’s national men’s and women’s football teams pose near the new Brussels Airlines Belgian Icon “Trident” plane, featuring both team’s nicknames – Red Devils and Belgian Red Flames – at the  
Zaventem airport, on Tuesday, before the team’s departure to Kuwait on their way to the FIFA 2022 World Cup in Qatar. (aFP)

Qatar welcomes first World Cup teams  
ahead of Sunday’s opener

Switzerland’s Manuel Akanji (centre R) arrives with his teammates at the Hamad Inter-
national Airport in Doha on Monday, ahead of the Qatar 2022 FIFA World Cup. (aFP)

Belgium’s forward Romelu Lukaku is seen 
at the Zaventam airport, on Tuesday, upon 
the team’s departure for Kuwait on its way 
to the FIFA 2022 World Cup in Qatar. (aFP)

England’s players arrive at the Hamad International Airport in Doha on 
Tuesday, ahead of the FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022. England play their 
first match against Iran on November 21. (aFP)

England’s manager Gareth Southgate arrives at the Hamad International Airport in Doha on Tuesday, ahead 
of FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022. (aFP)

Many of the 32 qualified 
teams for FIFA World 
Cup Qatar 2022 have 
arrived in Doha. While 
some like Belgium have 
flown out to their stop 
over bases before ar-
riving in Qatar ahead 
of their respective first 
round matches. Japan, 
Australia, Tunisia and 
Switzerland are here  
and so are England and  
The Netherlands.


