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Harry Kane believes England 
are no longer scared of admit-
ting they can win the World 
Cup, where he thinks the Three 
Lions’ poor form may work in 
their favour.

Gareth Southgate’s side 
reached the 2018 World Cup 
semi-final and lost on penalties 
to Italy in the Euro 2020 show-
piece in what was England’s 
first major final in 55 years.

But they head to Qatar 
for the 2022 World Cup short 
of form after being relegated 
from the top tier of the Nations 
League following three draws 
and three losses in Group a3.

Southgate’s team have not 
won since a 3-0 friendly victory 
over Ivory Coast in March, but 
captain Kane says the Three Li-
ons will not shy away from out-
lining their hopes of lifting the 
World Cup.

“We have to believe we can 
win it,” the Tottenham striker 
told Sky Sports. “I look back at 
England 10, 15 years ago and it 
was almost [like] we were scared 
to say we wanted to win it.

“I think one of the big shifts 
that we’ve made over the last 
four or five years with Gareth is 
not being afraid to say that.

“Look, we’re going to this 
tournament to win it because 
we believe we can. It’d be wrong 

to think otherwise. What’s the 
point of going to a World Cup 
and not believing that you can 

bring the trophy home?” 
Pressure has mounted on 

Southgate after a dismal Na-

tions League showing, yet Kane 
says the winless run has low-
ered expectations and may help 

England in their November 21 
opener against Iran.

“The first game’s really im-

portant, for sure,” Kane added. 
“Of course it hasn’t been the 
greatest period in a long time 
for England. Since Gareth took 
charge – we haven’t had a spell 
like we’ve had.

“But in a way, before a ma-
jor tournament that can be a 
really good thing because it 
allows you not to be carried 
away, or even the media or the 
press to get carried away.” 

as for the fitness of Kane, 
who has been ever-present 
for Tottenham in the Premier 
League, the 29-year-old be-
lieves the mid-season tour-
nament will help him hit the 
ground running.

“For sure, I’d rather be going 
into it playing loads of games 
where you feel match fit,” he 
continued. “Sometimes after 
the season in the summer you 
have a break and then you have 
to gear back up to play and you 
haven’t played a lot of games.

“you can try and train as 
much as you can but the bot-
tom line is you need to be ready 
to have all your energy ready 
for the game, and that’s what 
I’m trying to do.

“I think major tournaments 
test you the most in terms of 
the high pressure. Playing for 
England is always high pres-
sure but in a major tourna-
ment there’s always that added 
incentive.”

England no longer scared of saying 
we can win the World Cup: Kane

Hosts Qatar will kick off the 
2022 World Cup against  

Ecuador on 20 November

Netherlands return to the  
tournament after failing  
to reach Russia 2018

senegal will hope to emulate 
their run to the quarter-finals 
in 2022

Group A is headed up by the 
host nation and brings together 
teams from four continents. 
Netherlands are returning to 
the World Cup after failing to 
qualify for the tournament in 
2018, having finished in  
third place in 2014 and as 
runners-up in 2010.
 
Ecuador are contesting their 
fourth World Cup, while Senegal 
are competing for the second 
consecutive tournament after 
beating Egypt in a dramatic 
penalty shootout in qualifying. 
Aliou Cisse’s side will be looking 
to repeat their best-ever show-
ing in 2002, when they reached 
the quarter-finals.  
Qatar, meanwhile, are compet-
ing in their first ever World Cup. 

Group A - Teams 
QATAR 
Players to watch: Almoez Ali 
(centre forward), Akram Afif 
(forward)  
Coach: Felix Sanchez  
How they got there: Qualified 
as host nation  
Record in World Cup: Making 
their debut in 2022

ECUADOR 
Players to watch: Enner  
Valencia (forward), Moises 
Caicedo (midfielder), Piero  

Hincapie (defender)  
Coach: Gustavo Alfaro  
How they got there: Finished 
fourth in South American  
section 
Record in World Cup: 2002 
(group stage), 2006 (last 16), 
2014 (group stage)  
Moises Caicedo: We want the 
whole world to be talking  
about Ecuador

SENEGAL 
Players to watch: Edouard 
Mendy (goalkeeper), Sadio 

Mane (forward), Kalidou  
Koulibaly (defender)  
Coach: Aliou Cisse  
How they got there: Finished 
first in Africa’s Group H then 
overcame Egypt on penalties in 
the knockout stage after a 1-1 
draw over two legs. 
Record in World Cup: 2002 
(quarter-finals), 2018  
(group stage)  
Aliou Cisse: Senegal will leave 
our mark at this World Cup

NETHERLANDS 
Players to watch: Virgil van 
Dijk (defender), Frenkie de Jong 
(midfielder), Memphis Depay 
(forward)  
Coach: Louis van Gaal 
How they got there: Finished 
first in Europe’s Group G  
Record in World Cup: 1934 
(group stage), 1938 (last 16), 

1974 (runners-up), 1978 
(runners-up), 1990 (last 16), 
1994 (quarter-finals), 1998 
(semi-finals), 2006 (last 16), 
2010 (runners-up), 2014  
(third place)

Group A - Fixtures 
Qatar v Ecuador 
Date: 20th November 
Time: 1900 (Doha time) 
Stadium: Al Bayt  
Head-to-head: One victory for 
Qatar, one victory for Ecuador, 
one draw

Senegal v Netherlands 
Date: 21st November 
Time: 1900 (Doha time) 
Stadium: Al-Thumama 
Head-to-head: Never played 
each other before

Qatar v Senegal 
Date: 25th November  
Time: 1600 (Doha time) 
Stadium: Al Thumama 
Head-to-head: Never played 
each other before

Netherlands v Ecuador 
Date: 25 November  
Time: 1900 (Doha time)  
Stadium: Khalifa International  
Head-to-head: One victory for 
Netherlands, one draw

Netherlands v Qatar 
Date: 29th November 
Time: 1800 (Doha time)  
Stadium: Al Bayt  
Head-to-head: Never played 
each other before

Ecuador v Senegal  
Date: 29th November  
Time: 1800 (Doha time)  
Stadium: Khalifa International  
Head-to-head: Two victories  
for Senegal.

Germany can make it to World Cup semi-finals, says Poland’s Lewandowski
dPA

POLaNd striker robert Le-
wandowski spent 12 years play-
ing in Germany and believes 
the German team can reach the 
semi-finals at the FIFa World 
Cup Qatar 2022.

It all kicks off on Sunday 
and while Germany are not 
among the favourites for many 
pundits, Lewandowski says you 
can never discount the four-
times winners.

“Germany have a good mix 
of older and young players. 
They have been in good form 
recently and can definitely get 
to the semi-finals. and when 
you are in the semi-finals, any-
thing can happen. The German 
team will be dangerous,” the 
34-year-old told Kicker maga-
zine on Monday.

The now Barcelona striker 
won a treble at Bayern under 
now Germany coach Hansi 
Flick in 2020.

“I know Hansi Flick is a 
great coach, with him Germany 
can achieve a lot at this World 
Cup.” 

Lewandowski was more re-
served about the chances of his 
Poland team.

They have been drawn into 
a difficult group alongside ar-
gentina, Mexico and Saudi ara-
bia in the first ever November 
and december tournament.

“Every game will be tough,” 
said Lewandowski, who ex-
pects a very physical tourna-
ment. The players are in the 
middle of their rhythm.

“Teams will play with more 
risk because the gap between 
the first and last group game is 
very short.”

Tottenham Hotspur’s English striker Harry Kane looks on during the English Premier League match between Tottenham Hotspur and Leeds United 
at the Tottenham Hotspur Stadium in London on Sunday. (AFP)

 I look back at England 10, 15 years 
ago and it was almost [like] we were 
scared to say we wanted to win it. I think 
one of the big shifts that we’ve made over 
the last four or five years with Gareth 
(Southgate) is not being afraid to say that.

Star England striker Harry Kane

Argentinian forward Lionel Messi on his arrival in Abu Dhabi along with 
Angel Di Maria and Parabes on Monday. 

Messi arrives at Argentina’s  
pre-World Cup base in Abu Dhabi

dPA

arGENTINa captain Lionel 
Messi has arrived at the team’s 
pre-World Cup training base in 
abu dhabi.

Photographs on social me-
dia showed the 35-year-old 
being welcomed with warm 
embraces on Monday. He was 
carrying utensils for his belov-
ed mate tea in one hand.

Messi played 75 minutes 
for Paris Saint-Germain in a 
5-0 win over auxerre at the 
Parc des Princes on Sunday. 
He had previously been forced 

to rest for one game due to an 
achilles tendon injury.

argentina play a friendly on 
Wednesday against the United 
arab Emirates before their 
World Cup opener in Qatar 
against Saudi arabia on Nov 22.

Mexico and Poland are 
the other group opponents for 
the albiceleste, who won the 
Copa america last year and are 
among the favourites in Qatar.

Messi, one the greats of the 
game, has never won the World 
Cup and came closest in 2014 
when argentina lost the final to 
Germany.

Mainz’ German forward Jonathan Burkardt (R) celebrates with Mainz’ 
German defender Alexander Hack after scoring the 1-0 goal during the 
German first division Bundesliga match against Eintracht Frankfurt in 
Mainz, Germany, on Sunday. (AFP)

 The German team  
will be dangerous.

Robert Lewandowski

EvErything you nEEd to KnoW about group a

Qatar forward Akram Afif.
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The first thing that I said was I wanted  to be at a 
World Cup. I remember days where there was no fans 
in stadiums and now it’s sold out even before a game 
was announced. So, it’s just amazing, the whole group 
is in a good place. – Christian Eriksen of Denmark



Lopetegui wants Jimenez fit and 
firing for Wolves after World Cup

(PA MediA/dPA)
london

New wolves boss Julen Lopetegui has 
told Raul Jimenez to think about club over 
country. The former Real Madrid man-
ager wants the Mexico striker playing for 
wolves when he returns from the world 
Cup.

Jimenez has not featured for wolves 
since August as he struggles with a groin 
injury.

The 31-year-old spent three weeks in 
Mexico last month as part of his rehabilita-
tion and has been linking up with the na-
tional team, although he was at Molineux 
to watch wolves’ 2-0 defeat by Arsenal on 
Saturday. Mexico’s final world Cup squad 
has not yet been confirmed.

with wolves bottom of the Premier 
League having scored just eight goals, Lo-
petegui is concerned about Jimenez’s situ-
ation.

“I have spoken with Raul, I am worried 
about him because he doesn’t play a min-
ute with his team, wolves,” he said.

“we need all of them but we need Raul 
fit and the best version. I hope he will come 
back here in this way. The most important 
thing is not the world Cup, it’s wolves. I 
respect the decision of the player and the 
coach but above all for me it’s wolves.

“The goals are about the team, when 
you play well you have more chances. The 
first aim is to improve all of the team.

“I believe if we improve the perfor-
mances we will have more chances in 
each match. The players we have are able 
to score more. we are not happy with the 
numbers and we have to improve.” Lo-
petegui has signed a three-year deal after 
wolves first tried to appoint him in 2016, 
before he became Spain boss, and he ini-
tially turned them down in October over 
concerns with his father’s health.

He said: “Six years ago I had a possibil-
ity to be here. Now I am here, it is the right 
moment. I want to be here and I want to be 
in the Premier League. I know it’s not the 
best situation but we are sure we are going 
to change by working very hard in the next 
month.

“I believe in the players, in the club and 
together we can have a good future. when 
I was free they wanted me to come here, 
a month ago, but I had a family problem. 
They respected that, now fortunately my 
situation is better. I am very happy it’s hap-
pened and I’m here.” The ex-Sevilla boss is 
also intent on adding reinforcements to the 
squad in January.

Wolverhampton striker Raul Jimenez

PA MediA/dPA
london

CRISTIANO Ronaldo claims he 
has been “betrayed” by Man-
chester United and believes 
they are trying to force him out 
of the club.

The Portugal star said that 
head coach erik ten Hag and 
others want him out of Old Traf-
ford, in excerpts of a 90-minute 
interview with Piers Morgan 
Uncensored, which will be 
broadcast this week on TalkTV.

when asked if United’s hi-
erarchy were trying to force him 
out of the club, Ronaldo said: 
“Yes, not only the coach, but an-
other two or three guys around 
the club. I felt betrayed.” when 
quizzed again if senior club 
executives were trying to oust 
him, the 37-year-old said: “I 
don’t care. People should listen 
to the truth.

“Yes, I felt betrayed and I 
felt like some people don’t want 
me here, not only this year, but 
last year too.” Ronaldo said he 
did not respect boss Ten Hag, 
admitting: “I don’t have respect 
for him because he doesn’t show 
respect for me. If you don’t have 
respect for me, I’m never gonna 
have respect for you.” 

A statement from the club, 
released on Monday, read: 
“Manchester United notes the 
media coverage regarding an 
interview by Cristiano Ronaldo. 
The club will consider its re-
sponse after the full facts have 
been established.

“Our focus remains on pre-
paring for the second half of 

the season and continuing the 
momentum, belief and together-
ness being built among the play-
ers, manager, staff, and fans.” 
Ronaldo refused to come on as 
a substitute in last month’s win 
over Tottenham, leading to him 
being banished from the squad 
for the subsequent trip to Chel-
sea, although he then returned to 
the fold.

The Portuguese, who was 
heavily linked with a move away 
from Old Trafford in August, also 
hit out at former United team-
mate wayne Rooney over criti-
cism he had received for refusing 
to come on against Spurs.

writing in The Sun newspa-
per, Morgan revealed Ronaldo 
said: “I don’t know why he criti-
cises me so badly...probably be-
cause he finished his career and 
I’m still playing at a high level.

“I’m not going to say that I’m 

looking better than him. which 
is true...” He also claimed Unit-
ed had not progressed as a club 
since the retirement of Alex Fer-
guson in 2013.

Ronaldo, who played under 
Ferguson for six years during his 
first spell at United before join-
ing Real Madrid in 2009, said: “I 
don’t know what is going on, but 
since Sir Alex Ferguson left I saw 
no evolution in the club, the pro-
gress was zero.

“For example, we have an 
interesting point that how the 
club as Manchester United, after 
(they) sack Ole (Gunnar Solsk-
jaer), they buy - they bring (in), 
sports director Ralf Rangnick, 
which is something that nobody 
understands.

“This guy is not even a coach. 
A bigger club like Manchester 
United brings (a) sports direc-
tor - surprised not only me but all 

the world, you know.
“Nothing changed. Surpris-

ingly. Not only the pool, the 
jacuzzi, even the gym...even 
some points, the technology, the 
kitchen, the chefs, which is, I ap-
preciate, lovely persons.

“They stopped in a time, 
which surprised me a lot. I 
thought I will see different 
things...different, as I mentioned 
before, technology, infrastruc-
ture.

“But, unfortunately, we see 
many things that I used to see 
when I was 20, 21, 23. So, it sur-
prised me a lot.” Former Liver-
pool defender and TV analyst 
Jamie Carragher feels Ronaldo 
is trying to engineer his exit from 
Old Trafford.

“He wants to be sacked, I 
think that’s obvious,” Carragher 
told Sky Sports News.

“He told the club in the sum-
mer he wanted to leave so I’m not 
sure where this disrespect comes 
from erik ten Hag, I just don’t 
get this at all. I think he’s disre-
specting Man United and erik 
ten Hag.

“He wanted to leave in the 
summer, which is football, 
these things happen, There 
were no takers, because maybe 
of his wages, maybe at a price 
Manchester United wanted, 
and I think he knows that’s go-
ing to be the same in this next 
transfer window or maybe the 
following summer.

“I think he’s now basically 
trying to be sacked or allowed 
to leave on a free by the club 
because that’s the only way he’s 
going to get out.” 

Cristiano Ronaldo says he feels 
betrayed by Manchester United

Ghana take just one Germany
based player to Qatar

dPA
Berlin

GHANA coach Otto Addo has 
named Freiburg’s Daniel-Kofi 
Kyereh as the only Germany-
based player in his country’s 
world Cup squad.

The 26-year-old midfielder 
was among the 26 players an-
nounced by former Bundes-
liga player Addo in Accra on 
Monday. Christopher Antwi-
Adjei from Bochum and Kwasi 
wriedt from Holstein Kiel did 
not make the squad.

Reading defender Abdul-
Rahman Baba, who formerly 
played for Augsburg and Schal-
ke, will be in Qatar.

The Black Stars are led by 
top player Thomas Partey from 
english league leaders Arsenal 
and young star Mohammed 
Kudus from Ajax Amsterdam.

Ghana, whose best world 
Cup showing was reaching the 
quarter-finals in 2010, face 
Portugal, Uruguay and South 
Korea in Qatar and have a 
warm-up friendly against Swit-
zerland on Thursday.

Tribune news neTwork
doha

AUSTRALIA legend Tim Cahill 
is expecting Brazil to claim a 
record sixth title at this year’s 
FIFA world Cup in Qatar.

Cahill recently gave his 
world Cup predictions to the 
Supreme Committee for De-
livery & Legacy (see gallery be-
low for full details). As well as 
backing Brazil to beat Belgium 
in the final, Cahill believes 
Australia will enjoy their most 
successful tournament in his-
tory by reaching the quarter-
finals after an upset win over 
Argentina in the last 16.

“I hope Australia can make 
it because you want your coun-
try to do well,” said Cahill, who 
appeared in four world Cups. 

“If we stop Lionel Messi, we 
can beat Argentina and go 
through.”  

Cahill, Australia’s record 
goal scorer, sees African teams 

performing well at Qatar 2022, 
with reigning African Cup 
of Nations holders Senegal 
reaching the semi-finals be-
fore falling to Brazil. “when 

you look at Cameroon, Senegal 
and Ghana, they’ve got a lot of 
world-class players playing in 
some of the biggest leagues in 
the world and they’re constant-
ly producing talent. For Afri-
can teams to break the mould 
and battle it out to win a world 
Cup would be pretty special.” 

Qatar Legacy Ambassador 
Cahill also expects the Middle 
east and Arab world to be rep-
resented in the knockout stages 
by host nation Qatar and Saudi 
Arabia. Cahill is backing the 
Maroons to claim a surprise vic-
tory over england in the last 16.

Former everton star Cahill 
said: “I played in england, but 
I live in Qatar and I work at 
Aspire Academy, so this is an 
emotional pick to go with the 
underdog.” Cahill anticipates a 
mouthwatering final between 
Brazil and Belgium at the spec-
tacular 80,000-capacity Lusail 
Stadium on 18 December.

“I’m a big fan of Belgium, 
both the squad and the man-
agement, but when you come 
up against Brazil, they’re prob-
ably one of the strongest teams 
in the world and have the big-
gest chance of winning this 
world Cup,” said Cahill.

Brazil have the biggest chance of winning: Cahill
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Qatar Legacy Ambassador Tim Cahill was the first Australian to score at a 
FIFA World Cup, scored in three World Cups (2006, 2010, 2014) and has 
scored the most goals by any Australian in the World Cup with five goals.

Australia legend 
also expects 

Socceroos to make 
history at FIFA 

World Cup  
Qatar 2022

A file photo of Portugal’s forward Cristiano Ronaldo warming up prior 
the UEFA Nations League, league A, group 2 match at the Municipal 
Stadium in Braga. The 37-year-old Portuguese player will be in Qatar  
for his fifth FIFA World Cup, the last chance to win a world title. (aFP)

Qatar to take on Saudi in 
WAFF U-23 final today

Tribune news neTwork
Jeddah

TeAM Qatar will shake hands 
with hosts Saudi Arabia in the 
final clash of 2022 west Asia 
U23 Football Championship at 
King Abdullah Sport City Sta-
dium in Jeddah on Tuesday.

Most notably, Team Qatar 
reached the final of west Asia 
U23 Football Championship 

after beating  Syria  6-5  in a 
penalty shoot-out in the semi-
finals game,  following a 0-0 
draw at  Prince Abdullah Al 
Faisal Stadium on Saturday.

Likewise,  hosts Saudi 
Arabia have reached the fi-
nal of the 2022 west Asian 
Football Federation U-23 
Championship following a 2-1 
comeback victory over Oman 
on Saturday.

Gladbach’s Thuram added to France 
World Cup squad, Kimpembe out

dPA
Paris 

BORUSSIA Mönchengladbach 
forward Marcus Thuram has 
been added to the France world 
Cup squad, the federation an-
nounced on Monday, with de-
fender Axel Disasi also replacing 
the injured Presnel Kimpembe.

Coach Didier Deschamps 
named 25 players last week but 
has decided to also call-up the 
25-year-old Thuram with 26-
man squads allowed in Qatar.

Thuram, son of France 
1998 world Cup winner Lilian, 
has four caps and is among six 
Bundesliga players in the world 
champions’ squad.

Paris Saint-Germain de-
fender Kimpembe had hoped 
to shrug off an Achilles tendon 
injury but has now had his place 
taken by Monaco’s Disasi. Fel-
low defender Raphaël Varane 

is in contrast carrying an injury 
into the tournament.

France look to repeat their 
2018 triumph starting with 
Group D games against Austral-
ia on November 22, Denmark 
(November 26) and Tunisia (No-
vember 30).

Squad: Goalkeepers: Al-
phonse Areola, Hugo Lloris, 
Steve Mandanda Defenders: 
Lucas Hernandez, Théo Her-
nandez, Axel Disasi, Ibrahima 
Konate, Jules Kounde, Benja-
min Pavard, william Saliba, 
Dayot Upamecano, Raphaël 
Varane Midfielders: eduardo 
Camavinga, Youssouf Fofana, 
Mattéo Guendouzi, Adrien Ra-
biot, Aurélien Tchouameni, 
Jordan Veretout Forwards: Ka-
rim Benzema, Kingsley Coman, 
Ousmane Dembele, Olivier Gir-
oud, Antoine Griezmann, Kylian 
Mbappe, Christopher Nkunku, 
Marcus Thuram



PepsiCo is Qatar Football Association’s 
official beverage partner for World Cup

Tribune news neTwork
Doha

The Qatar Football Associa-
tion (QFA) and PepsiCo, the 
region’s largest food and bever-
age company, have announced 
a new partnership that will see 
PepsiCo become the Official 
Beverage Partner of both the 
Qatar National Football team 
and Qatar National Under-23 
Football team. 

As the Official Beverage 
Partner, PepsiCo’s brands, 
Aquafina and Gatorade, will 
support players every day with 
the latest innovation in sports 
and hydration – providing 
them with refreshing beverages 
to maintain performance and 
aid recovery, both on and off 
the field.

Through the world’s num-
ber one sports drink*, Gato-
rade will provide access to its 
elite portfolio of sports fuel 
products. 

Through PepsiCo’s mineral 
water brand, Aquafina will pro-
vide players with the ultimate 
hydration. 

Aamer Sheikh, CeO, Pep-
siCo – Middle east said, “Qatar 
has the world’s most popular 
sport in the hearts and minds 

of people, now more than ever. 
This partnership with Qatar 
Football Association allows us 
to take PepsiCo’s long-standing 
relationship with great football 
to another level. 

“Through the power of our 
brands, we’re not only provid-
ing access to our refreshing 
portfolio, but also celebrating 
local pride with the launch of 
an innovative new Pepsi An-
nabi grape cola in the team’s 
colors. 

“As a longtime partner of 
the game, we look forward to 
offering hydration solutions, 
while bringing passionate fans 
exciting and engaging content, 
products, and experiences – 
taking them closer to the game 
they love.” 

Mansoor Al Ansari General 
Secretary of Qatar Football As-
sociation commented, “We are 

delighted to partner with Pep-
siCo as part of a multi-faceted 
relationship that will unlock 
hydration solutions for our 
team and bring a new level of 
fan engagement to the Qatar 
community. 

“PepsiCo are a highly re-
spected and recognised brand 
throughout the region and 
globally, and to have them as 
our Official Beverage Partner, 
is an important piece of busi-
ness in our long-term market-
ing objectives. 

“We also want to thank the 
Pepsi team for encapsulating 
our team’s spirit and honoring 
local pride through the launch 
of their innovative Pepsi An-
nabi. 

“We look forward to devel-
oping a strong relationship that 
will benefit our players, staff 
and fans through their exciting 

products and activation plans.”
To celebrate the partner-

ship, Pepsi reveals an all-new 
product innovation – Pepsi 
Annabi, limited-edition grape 
cola. Tapping into the exhilara-
tion of the sport, the devotion 
of the QFA fans, and the mo-
mentous glamour of the game 
– Pepsi is turning its iconic 
drink into the Qatar team’s 
colors and introducing a new 
Grape flavor, offering consum-
ers a thrilling burst of grape 
flavor with a sweet, crisp taste.

As part of the launch, the 
brand also unveils a catchy 
twist to the QFA celebratory 
Annabi song – symbolizing 
the region’s diverse and rich 
culture and inviting everyone 
to cheer on the thirst for local 
pride.

PepsiCo has cultivated a 
legacy of celebrating sports 
throughout the region and 
globally with its refreshing 
effervescent beverages and 
the crunchiest flavor-packed 
snacks. As part of its long-
standing commitment to con-
nect people from all over the 
world through their passion for 
football – Pepsi will also unveil 
additional consumer engage-
ment opportunities football-
themed activity, including the 
Qatari footballers starring in a 
Pepsi Annabi brand-led video 
and local fan activations and 
much more.

Makana 360 & TOD  
collaborate for consumer  
behaviour analysis during 

FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022

MAkANA 360, a data driven 
communications consulting 
firm, has signed a partnership 
agreement with TOD, beIN 
Media Group’s leading OTT 
platform for a comprehensive 
consumer behaviour analysis 
during the FIFA World Cup Qa-
tar 2022 streamed exclusively 
on TOD for the MeNA region. 

Using Buraq, an AI-enabled 
technology, Makana 360 will 
conduct massive brand listening 
and monitoring activities to bet-
ter understand the digital pres-
ence and performance of TOD. 

Using its innovative and 
unique interface, Makana 360 
will collect and analyse millions 
of public online conversations 
across social media, news web-
sites, blogs, forums, and offline 
media in 187 languages, includ-
ing Arabic. Its AI enabled anal-
ysis will reflect real-time fan 
sentiment towards their teams 
at all stages in the tournament 
as well as predict match results. 

Speaking of the partner-

ship John-Paul Mckerlie, VP 
for Marketing and Sales at TOD 
said: “TOD is all about extend-
ing an immersive streaming 
experience for our viewers. Our 
partnership with Makana 360 
is a step further in this direc-
tion, wherein we will be leverag-
ing their innovative and unique 
scoring tool that analyses mil-
lions of public online conversa-
tions to predict football matches 
results. These will be shared 
with viewers on a real-time basis 
to ensure that they do not miss 
out the sentiments of millions 
of FIFA World Cup fans across 
the globe. We will further use 
the consumer analysis provided 
by Makana 360 to enhance the 
platform and our offerings for 
future consumption.” 

Abdurrahman Al husami, 
CeO at Makana 360, comment-
ed: “We are proud to collaborate 
with TOD to help it stay ahead in 
a competitive market and rap-
idly changing digital landscape.  
Analysing consumer behaviour 
using social listening and AI-en-
abled technologies has become a 
crucial and integral part in help-
ing brands understand consum-
ers’ conversations about their 
products and services, and to 
meet their needs and demands.”
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With the FiFA World Cup 
only days away, the 
Supreme Committee 

for Delivery & Legacy, in close 
collaboration with FiFA, is wrap-
ping up preparations for the 
tournament and the legacy it will 
deliver. in this new series, Mak-
ing history, here’s a focus on the 
work of Qatari employees who 
have played a key role in the 
SC’s journey. Fatma Al Nuaimi, 
Executive Director, Communica-
tions & Media, who joined the 
SC from iCt Qatar in 2012 talks 
about the journey.

Tell us about your background 
and growing up in Qatar.
I come from a football family. 
My dad – ali al Nuaimi – was 
an ambassador and a big 
football fan. My uncle was one 
of the founding members of 
Qatar Sports Club. The mo-
ment people see my name, they 
automatically know I’m a Qatar 
Sports Club fan. 

Where did you go to university 
and what were your aspirations 
growing up?
I studied English language and 
literature at Qatar University. 
I also did my Masters there. 
Growing up, I was inspired by my 
dad, so international relations 
and languages interested me. 
however, technology was my 
main interest. It’s everywhere 
and you can see how it’s improv-
ing people’s lives.
one event that inspired me 
when I was younger was the 
asian Games in Doha. I at-
tended the opening and fol-
lowed all the news about it. I 
was too young to be part of the 
workforce but I wished I was 
involved. I felt it was a missed 
opportunity – I wish I had vol-
unteered or done something to 
support it. however, it inspired 
me to volunteer for future sport-
ing events. I met people through 
volunteering at sporting events 
who I now work with at the SC. 
Like everyone, I never thought 

the World Cup would be hosted 
here – so it feels like we have 
been given a golden opportunity 
to work on something even big-
ger than the asian Games.

Tell us about your career. 
I started my career with ICT Qa-
tar in 2007. at the time, Qatar 
was booming and a lot of enti-
ties were being established as 
the country was looking to move 
away from oil and gas. I started 
with the information security 
team, specifically communica-
tions and outreach. at this time, 
technology was being adapted 
for different sectors, like health 
and education. our work helped 
to open up the market and es-
tablish a whole new ecosystem. 
Later I worked in the ICT and 
society department.
one person who inspired me 
was her Excellency hessa al 
Jaber, the former Minister for 
Information Communications 
& Technology. She made sure 
we – as fresh graduates – were 
involved in everything. If there 
was a board meeting or strategy 
session, she would have young 
people there to see how deci-
sions are made. She wanted us 
to understand every part of the 
business. She helped us all to 
understand the bigger picture.  

Where were you when Qatar 
won the bid to host the World 
Cup and how did you feel?
We had a family gathering and 

were all watching TV. I cried 
after the announcement. I had 
feelings of pride and happiness. 
I was also thinking of my dad, 
who had passed away earlier 
that year. I wished I could tell 
my dad we had won the bid.
Winning was a dream. I knew it 
was something big. Even if we 
didn’t win, the fact we put our-
selves out there, it was still an 
achievement. But winning was 
amazing. It was unimaginable 
for so many people. 

How keen were you to be 
involved in the delivery of the 
tournament?
Very keen. I remember at that 
time, Qatar was also bidding to 
host the 2020 olympics and 
there was a competition run by 
the bid committee to design a 
website for Doha 2020. You had 
to come up with ideas, function-
ality, innovation. My friend and 
I partnered up and we man-
aged to win. There were more 
than 2,000 applications from 
across the region and the final 

was at Katara, with hE Sheikha 
al Mayassa on the jury. That 
gave us both a bit of profile. We 
won QaR 100,000 and got to 
engage with the bid team. Qatar 
didn’t win the bid in the end but 
that experience was so valu-
able. after we won, a colleague 
at the SC called me and asked 
me to come for an interview for 
the Legacy department. 

Tell us about your career  
with the SC.
I was involved in social and 
human legacy projects when I 
joined. I worked on the Josoor 
Institute project and was 
involved in setting it up. I helped 
to develop the Challenge 22 
innovation competition – which 
was similar to the competition I 
won with my friend. There, I had 
been on the receiver side, so I 
knew how we could work with 
businesses to build the project. 
I was also involved in strategy 
before moving to Communica-
tions. Now, I have a much wider 
scope: digital, content, media 

relations, community engage-
ment, ambassadors and much 
more.  Working in legacy – from 
the stage where our ideas were 
only on paper – has helped me 
a lot in my current role. Knowing 
the strategy makes the projects 
easier to communicate about. 
That’s been the great bridge 
between my roles at the SC. 

What are your favourite memo-
ries of your time at the SC?
There are so many – it’s hard 
to pick one. a few days ago, we 
had a meeting with the whole 
team and it was wonderful to 
see everyone all ready for the 
tournament. When I look back 
over the last 10 years, no mat-
ter how beautiful our stadiums 
are or the other facilities, it all 
comes down to people. and see-
ing everyone there – like-minded 
and with the same spirit – I 
could see we are heading in the 
right direction. It was a proud 
moment and emotional because 
it is the final chapter. I could see 
everyone is unified. Everyone at 

the SC is like a second family 
to me. I always try to have close 
connections to my team. 

How will you feel when the 
opening match kicks off at  
Al Bayt Stadium?
I will feel it’s real – and at that 
moment I’ll try and catch my 
breath. Right now, we’re just 
waiting for the fans to come and 
enjoy themselves. Everything is 
ready – and when the tourna-
ment finally kicks off, I will be 
emotional. I’m sure I will be 
proud too.

And what about the final at 
Lusail Stadium – how will you 
feel when the trophy is lifted  
on 18 December?
I’ll be filled with pride but at the 
same time I won’t be able to 
believe it’s the end. We’ve been 
working on the same project for 
the last 10 years and there will 
be mixed emotions. Delivering a 
World Cup is not a normal busi-
ness. It’s 24/7, it’s demanding, 
there’s pressure. I’m not sure 
how I’ll go back to a quiet life.

What’s next for you – in 2023 
and beyond?
I think I’ll have a holiday first 
and then focus on telling the 
story of Qatar 2022. as a com-
munications team, we will have 
a lot of work to do. We need to 
look at the sustainability of the 
event, the economic impact and 
narrate the story of how the 
World Cup will boost Qatar long 
into the future. There will still 
be plenty of work for us to do 
next year. 
For me, I love to be involved in 
transformational projects. Qatar 
has changed so much in recent 
years. So many things have 
opened. People will see the fan 
experience and entertainment 
options during the World Cup, 
and these things will continue 
to enhance the community 
and quality of life in Qatar. It’s 
crucial we keep working hard to 
develop our country. (SC)

Understanding the legacy has helped me tell the 
story of Qatar’s World Cup: SC’s Fatma Al Nuaimi

When the tournament finally 
kicks off, I will be emotional. 
I’m sure I will be proud too. 
We’ve been working on the 
same project for the last  
10 years and there will be 
mixed emotions.  
Delivering a World Cup is 
not a normal business.  
It’s 24/7, it’s demanding.

Fatma Al Nuaimi, Executive Director, Communications & Media, Supreme Committee for Delivery & Legacy.

● Qatar Football 
Association and PepsiCo 
sign partnership agreement 
to bring thirst-quenching 
PepsiCo products to  
Qatar’s national teams

● As an ode to the 
partnership, Pepsi reveals 
an all-new innovative Pepsi 
Annabi grape flavoured  
cola, representing the  
QFA colours, along with a 
catchy twist on the QFA 
celebratory Annabi song

● QOD will utilise AI-enabled 
Buraq by Makana 360  
to monitor and analyse 
millions of online 
conversations in real time 



Badr Al Darwish on FEI’s  
Solidarity Committee

QNA

The President of the Qa-
tar equestrian Federation & 
Modern Pentathlon (QeFMP) 
Badr Al Darwish was elected 
as a member of the Solidarity 
Committee of the International 
equestrian Federation (FeI) 

during the FeI General Assem-
bly held in Cape Town, South 
Africa recently.

The Qatar equestrian Fed-
eration participated in the 
General Assembly of FeI, and 
the delegation included the 
QeFMP President Badr Al Dar-
wish and QeFMP Sexretary-
General Sheikh Ahmed bin 
Noah Al Thani.

Al Darwish thanked the 
members of the FeI General 
Assembly for electing him and 
reposing their confidence in the 
role played by the Qatar eques-
trian Federation in the region 
and the Asian continent for the 
development and advancement 
of equestrianism, pointing out 
that Qatar has in recent years 
supported world equestrianism 
by hosting many major cham-
pionships in the world.
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Nadal’s hopes of claiming top spot hit by loss in ATP Finals opener
PA MediA/dPA

London 

RAFAel Nadal’s chances of 
finishing the year ranked world 
number one suffered a major 
blow with a straight-sets loss 
to debutant Taylor Fritz in his 
opening match at the ATP Fi-
nals in Turin.

Nadal began the event 1,000 
points behind his fellow Span-
iard Carlos Alcaraz, who is miss-
ing the tournament through 
injury, but now will have to win 
the title to overtake him.

his more immediate aim 
will be to raise his level in his 
second group match against 
Felix Auger-Aliassime after an 
error-strewn performance in 
a 7-6 (3), 6-1 loss to American 
Fritz.

The first set was high qual-
ity but Nadal, who also lost 
his opening match at the Paris 
Masters last week and has not 

tasted victory since the third 
round of the US Open more 
than two months ago, faded 
badly in the second.

It was a fine performance 
from Fritz, though, with the 
25-year-old claiming a second 
victory of the season over Na-
dal after also beating him in 
the final in Indian Wells in the 
spring.

Nadal, who has been spend-
ing time at home with his new-

born son, said: “I don’t think 
I was getting in the right posi-
tions in the first set. I think that 
my serve worked well, then he 
was hitting the ball very strong.

“I need more matches to 
play at this kind of level, even 
if I am practising well, much 
better than how I am compet-
ing, without a doubt. That’s 
normal.

“It’s not the ideal tourna-
ment and probably part of the 

season to come back after a 
couple of months without being 
on the tour because you don’t 
have time to get confidence.

“In this tournament I still 
have a chance. But of course 
I’m not happy about the begin-
ning. That first match was very 
important for me.” 

he will next face third seed 
Casper Ruud, who played his 
best match since losing his sec-
ond grand slam final of the year 
in New York to beat Auger-Ali-
assime 7-6 (4), 6-4.

Canadian Auger-Aliassime 
earned his first visit to the 
season-ending event thanks to 
a run of 16 straight victories 
and three consecutive ATP 
Tour titles in October and early 
November. But, in a contest 
largely dominated by serve, he 
was unable to find the same 
form and a single break in the 
seventh game of the second set 
proved enough for Ruud.

Spain’s Rafael Nadal reacts during his first round-robin match against 
USA’s Taylor Fritz at the ATP Finals in Turin on Sunday. (AFP)

FIFA World Cup Qatar will see highest levels 
of security and safety: ICSS chairman

TribuNe News NeTwork
dohA

QATAR has made exceptional 
preparations in terms of safety 
and security and has spared 
no effort in building compre-
hensive international coopera-
tion to ensure a seamless FIFA 
World Cup, top officials of the 
International Centre for Sport 
Security (ICSS), informed 
journalists on Monday. 
“With just a few days to go 
until the FIFA World Cup Qatar 
2022 kicks off, we are proud 
that Qatar is fully ready to host 
the tournament, which will bring 
millions of eyes and hundreds 
of thousands of international 
spectators, said Mohammed 
hanzab, Chairman of the ICSS.
“The ICSS has assisted the 
State of Qatar since the first 
beginning days when the nation 
was awarded the rights to host 
the FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022, 
becoming the first country in the 
Arab world and the Middle East 
to do so. Qatar has been able 
to capitalize on unique relevant 
expertise in the security field 
as one of the countries with the 
lowest crime rates in the world, 
and, at the same time, embrace 
the best practices developed in 
other countries, at all latitudes, 
who hosted major sporting 
events in the past,” hanzab 
added.
“The ICSS is confident that 
Qatar will deliver a safe and 
secure tournament for all par-
ticipants, thanks to the tireless 
efforts of its authorities and 
officers across these years of 
preparations. The world has 
changed so many times since 
the World Cup was awarded to 
Qatar, going through pandemics 
and international turmoil, but 
the Qatari authorities continued 
to work with vision, coordina-
tion, and a cooperation spirit 
which has integrated in the 
World Cup preparations stake-
holders across different nations 
and sectors, also including  
civil society,” ICSS CEo  
Massimiliano Montanari said.
They also answered questions 
in detail. Excerpts

Since its inception in 2010, 
what are the contributions and 
the role played by the ICSS 
in securing mega sporting 
events?
“Since inception, the ICSS, 
an international, not-for-profit 
organisation based in doha, 
has provided support for 
Sport Governing Bodies, Lo-
cal organising Committees, 
and sporting organisations at 
international, national and local 
levels, through stadium design, 
development of organisational 
structures, operational planning, 
training and education,” said 
Steven Fleming, head of Sport 
Event Security of the ICSS.
“We have developed the 
safety and security handbook 
and guidelines for global and 
continental sports federation, 
conducted country threat and 
risk assessments for interna-

tional tournaments and together 
with the United nations office 
of Counter Terrorism (UnoCT), 
in partnership with the United 
nations Interregional Crime 
and Justice Research Institute 
(UnICRI), the United nations Alli-
ance of Civilizations (UnAoC), 
the ICSS has been co-leading 
the Un Global Programme on 
the Security of Major Sporting 
Events and the Use of Sport to 
Prevent Violent Extremism.  We 
also participate in the activities 
of InTERPoL, Council of Eu-
rope, World health organiza-
tion (Who) and other relevant 
international cooperation 
mechanisms in the safety and 
security field.
In 2021, the ICSS, jointly with 
its Un partners, developed the 
Global Guide on the Security of 
Major Sporting Events recently 
translated into five official Un 
languages. The sporting bodies 
and organisations we work with, 
include, but are not restricted 
to, the Supreme Committee for 
delivery and Legacy (SCdL), 
FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 
(Q22), FIFA, Asian Football 
Confederation (AFC), Asean 
Football Federation (AFF) and 
the Confederation of African 
Football (CAF).
Before Q22, the ICSS has 
assisted the Japan olympic 
Committee (JoC) with regard 
to the security preparations of 
the 2020 Summer olympics in 
Tokyo and has been involved 
in the protection of the 2014 
FIFA World Cup in Brazil and 
the 2016 Summer olympics 
in Rio de Janeiro, alongside 
other events of continental and 
national dimension,” the ICSS 
head of Sport Event Security 
explained.

How did the ICSS plan to en-
sure security at the FIFA World 
Cup 2022. And is there any 
collaboration with the national 
entities at this level?
“Since 2013, it has been our 
great honour to have been a 
primary advisor and provider of 
technical assistance to SCdL 
and Q22 on safety and security 
for the FIFA World Cup Qatar 
2022. Throughout this time, we 
have delivered in excess of 100 
projects, the latest as recent as 
october 2022. These projects 
have spanned a full range of 
subjects from stadium safety 
and security design, developing 
a timeline of key deliverables, 
production of operational Con-
cepts of operations (ConoPS), 
safety and security operational 
planning documentation, poli-
cies, and procedures, through 
to training development and 
delivery for Ministry of Interior 
(MoI) Venue Commanders, 
Venue Safety and Security Man-
agers and Coordinators, Private 
Security officers, Supervisors, 
Chief Guards and Volunteers. 
We have advised upon ma-
jor event safety and security 
legislation, and undertaken 
observation programmes at 
several global sporting events 
and submitted learning and 

good practices from those 
events to integrate into opera-
tional planning for Qatar 2022. 
These projects not only cover 
stadium operations but also, 
transport, hotels, training sites, 
the International Broadcast 
Centre (IBC), the Main opera-
tions Centre (MoC) and FIFA Fan 
Festivals (FFF). We designed 
and developed a comprehensive 
Police Protective Security Advi-
sor training programme as well 
to develop an approach for the 
protection and management of 
crowded places city-wide.
Through these projects, the 
ICSS has greatly contributed to 
the protection of sporting com-
petition and non-competition 
venues, host nation vulnerable 
targets, Qatar’s citizens and 
residents, athletes and partici-
pating member associations, 
international partners, visiting 
fans and tourists,” Fleming said.

How does the ICSS foresee 
challenges of sports stadium 
safety and security during the 
World Cup?
“Since first being awarded the 
Tournament back in 2010, Qa-
tar has had an unprecedented 
amount of time to consult 
with and draw best practices 
from global safety and security 
experts in all aspects of major 
sporting event delivery. This has 
enabled Qatar to design and 
build stadiums with the safety 
and security of all attending 
or participating in the events, 

as a primary consideration. of 
course, Qatar has also been 
able to position these stadiums 
to make best use of its geogra-
phy and topography, again with 
safety and security considera-
tions paramount in their deci-
sion making. The development 
of supporting national infra-
structure, road networks and 
transport systems all support 
tournament requirements. Test-
ing and exercising of tourna-
ment systems through events 
such as the FIFA Club World 
Cups of 2019 and 2020, the 
AFC Champions League 2020, 
the FIFA Arab Cup 2021, as well 
as other International and local 
tournaments have all added to 
the learning and contributed to 
World Cup preparations in terms 
of operational planning, commu-
nications and coordination on 
local and international levels.
Qatar is no newcomer to hosting 
international sporting events, 
having previously hosted the 
Asian Games, the IAAF World 
Championships and internation-
al tournaments for a range of 
sports. Recently, Qatar hosted 
its first Formula 1 Grand Prix, 
and annually hosts diamond 
League Athletics, ATP Tennis 
Tournaments and the FIM Moto 
GP World Championship.
This is the first FIFA World Cup 
Tournament in history to be held 
with all 32 teams in one city. 
We are fully confident that Qatar 
will be able to successfully 
accommodate visitors includ-

ing national supporters, many 
with long standing rivalries who 
will be in the same place at the 
same time,” said the ICSS head 
of Sport Event Security.

What is the ICSS stand on the 
recent allegations by some 
news reports on Qatar’s ability 
to host a successful edition of 
the world Cup?
“Tournaments of this scale will 
always bring with them challeng-
es, also due to the development 
of new global scenarios; howev-
er, the training of Venue Man-
agement Teams, the operational 
planning, including incident 
management, crowd manage-
ment, contingency planning and 
staff training all based around a 
thorough threat and risk as-
sessment process, should leave 
us in no doubt that all stadium-
based challenges will be dealt 
with effectively, professionally 
and in line with the highest 
international standards in the 
field of safety, security and 
protection of individual liber-
ties. Qatar has one of the best 
airports in the World, capable of 
handling the influx of spectators 
on a daily basis, it has without 
doubt 8 of the best stadiums in 
the world supported by state-of-
the-art transport networks and 
a relatively new, but well tested 
public transport system.
Qatar has drawn upon the 
expertise of international 
partners, well versed in staging 
tournaments of this scale and 

has international assistance 
in its delivery of safety and 
security operations on land, 
sea, and air. 
Any country in the world would 
face challenges in delivering a 
FIFA World Cup with all teams in 
one city; with all the logistical 
challenges that brings com-
bined with the influx of visitors. 
There is no reason to believe 
that Qatar is any less able 
than any other city in the world 
to safely deliver a world class 
tournament,” said Fleming. 

How will all security agencies 
of the world coordinate and 
work during the World cup?
“From our experience with other 
major sporting events there will 
have been considerable coordi-
nation amongst all national and 
international government and 
security agencies.Also, the ICSS 
plays an important role in this 
regard, particularly through the 
global network of national Focal 
Points on Major Events Secu-
rity we have established jointly 
with the United nations as a 
mechanism to promote different 
forms of mutual assistance and 
support across nations. 
Coordination will undoubtably 
have taken place through inter-
national intelligence networks to 
identify and mitigate internation-
al threats and risks to the Tour-
nament. Through international 
law enforcement agencies such 
as InTERPoL (Project Stadia) 
and those of national policing 
agencies for the participating 
teams, intelligence and criminal 
data will have been shared and 
integrated into operational plan-
ning to ensure the safety and 
security of all who attend.
during the forthcoming tourna-
ment, Qatar will utilise its Interna-
tional Police Coordination Centre 
(IPCC) to facilitate the exchange 
of information between Qatar’s 
Police, InTERPoL and polic-
ing representatives of national 
teams’ home countries to ensure 
the safety of those attending. 
These national policing repre-
sentatives provide the expertise 
and advice on how to deal with 
spectators from their home coun-
tries,” he stressed.

What exactly would be ICSS’ 
role during Qatar World Cup?
“our main responsibility has 
been fulfilled during these years 
of preparation and hard work by 
all stakeholders involved. during 
the World Cup, the ICSS have 
been tasked by Q22 to conduct 
safety and security observations 
and evaluations in a number of 
stadiums, in order to identify 
and encourage, in real time, 
good practice and report upon 
areas where improvements can 
be made throughout the tourna-
ment. With are proud to also be 
assisting Q22 in preserving the 
safety and security legacy of the 
event, in terms of collating and 
analysing the work conducted 
in preparation and during FIFA 
World Cup Qatar 2022,” the 
ICSS head of Sport Event  
Security concluded.

Mohammed Hanzab, Chairman, 
International Centre for Sport 
Security (ICSS). 

ICSS CEO Massimiliano  
Montanari. 

Steven Fleming, Head of Sport 
Event Security, ICSS.

Badr Al Darwish, President, Qatar 
Equestrian Federation & Modern 
Pentathlon.




