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5 Days to go

QNA
DOHa

His Highness the amir of state of Qa-
tar sheikh Tamim bin Hamad al Thani 
visited the main command centre of 

the FiFa World Cup Qatar 2022 at the 
Doha Exhibition Centre in al gassar 
area on Monday.

HH the amir was briefed on the 
FiFa main operations centre, the host 
country’s main operations command 

centre, and the preparations and 
measures taken for the global sporting 
event to ensure the achievement of the 
highest international standards. 

HH the amir met a number of 
senior officials from the supreme 

Committee for Delivery and Legacy 
(sC) and FiFa.

During the visit, HH the amir was 
accompanied by HH Personal Rep-
resentative of HH the amir sheikh 
Jassim bin Hamad al Thani, Prime 

Minister and Minister of interior HE 
sheikh Khalid bin Khalifa bin abdulaziz 
al Thani, President of FiFa gianni infan-
tino, and a number of sheikhs, minis-
ters and senior officials of the various 
concerned authorities. pAge 16

Amir visits main World Cup command centre

PM inaugurates Al Maha Island Project
QNA
DOHa

Prime minister and minister 
of interior He Sheikh Khalid 
bin Khalifa bin Abdulaziz Al 
Thani inaugurated the Al maha 
island Project in Lusail City on 
monday. The inauguration cer-
emony started with a speech 
from the Pm and a documen-
tary on the project.

The Pm toured the island 
and was briefed on the facili-
ties made available  according 
to the best international stand-
ards like Lusail Winter Won-
derland, world-class dining 
restaurants in addition to the 
island’s variety of entertain-
ment services.

The opening ceremony was 
attended by a host of sheikhs, 
ministers, heads of diplomatic 
missions accredited to Qatar, 
senior officials and the ceremo-
ny guests. pAge 4

Qatar 2022 will impress 
the world: Al Marri

QNA
DOHa

miniSTer of Labour He Dr 
Ali bin Saeed bin Smaikh Al 
marri has affirmed that FiFA 
World Cup Qatar 2022 will be 
an exceptional tournament, 
and everyone- including World 
Cup guests, will enjoy the ac-
tivities of Qatar’s national 
Day, which coincides with this 
unique global sporting event, 
and its rich program specially 
prepared to impress football 
fans around the world.

The minister said the host-
ing of the FiFA World Cup 
Qatar 2022 is a historic glob-

al sporting event that is be-
ing held for the first time in 
the middle east and the Arab 
world.

He said Qatar’s preparation 
for the World Cup will make it 
a unique and exceptional tour-
nament. 

The minister noted that 
with the start of the World Cup 
in Qatar, which has captured 
the attention of people glob-
ally, Qatar is now the centre of 
world’s attention. Qatar is now 
a destination for fans from dif-
ferent countries to enjoy the 
most popular international 
sporting event in the world- 
the FiFA World Cup.  

3 arrested for unauthorised 
resale of World Cup tickets
THREE men have been 
arrested in Qatar for 
trying to resell FiFa World 
Cup tickets through 
unofficial outlets, the 
Ministry of interior said 
on Monday. Unauthor-
ised sale, resale, and 
exchange of tickets for 
FiFa World Cup matches 
is a punishable offence 
that carries a fine of up 
to QR250,000 as per 
Law No 10 of 2021. 
Known as the FiFa World 
Cup Qatar 2022 Law, it 
regulates measures for hosting the FiFa World Cup Qatar 2022. 
FiFa has announced that fans who have purchased World Cup 
tickets online may submit those for resale on the FiFa official 
ticket resale platform. (TNN)

Minister inspects World Cup food security 
emergency follow-up centres (PG 9)

‘World Cup a perfect opportunity to 
change stereotypes about Qatar’

ExECUTivE Director of Communications 
and Media at the supreme Committee 

for Delivery and Legacy Fatma Al Nuaimi has 
stressed that the achievements made during 
the journey of hosting FiFa World Cup Qatar, 
are the perfect response to the criticism 
directed at the work teams during the last 12 
years to organise the first World Cup in the 
arab world, which kicks off next sunday.

Fatma al Nuaimi said they were sub-
jected to several media attacks that didn’t 
affect them or impact their work. 
she added that their answer to 
every criticism was achieving a 
new milestone in the journey of 
preparing for the World Cup such 
as announcing the readiness of 
World Cup stadiums and 
facilities, hosting various 
tournaments to improve 

our operational procedures, and continuing 
our work to the fullest to host an excep-
tional World Cup edition in Qatar.

Fatma al Nuaimi stressed that hosting 
the FiFa World Cup Qatar 2022 consti-
tutes a perfect opportunity to change the 
stereotypes about Qatar and the region in 
general. she said that it is expected to re-
ceive more than one million fans during the 
World Cup, a lot of them visiting an arab 
country for the first time, which is a perfect 
opportunity to change the misconception 

and stereotypes about our society and 
culture. There is no doubt that their in-
person visit, experience, and getting to 
know our culture and arabian hospitality 
will help dispel misconceptions about the 

arab world, which we seek to achieve 
during our hosting of the World 
Cup. (TNN) pAge 14

THE second floating hotel, MsC Poesia, 
docked in Doha Port on Monday morn-
ing to join MsC World Europa, which 
arrived in Doha on Thursday, to offer a 
luxurious hospitality experience to fans 
of the FiFa World Cup Qatar 2022. The 
cruise ship, MsC Poesia, is a modern 
4-star floating hotel and it will offer luxu-
rious services to World Cup fans. 
MsC Poesia houses 1,265 cabins, 
three swimming pools, a spa and well-
ness center, cinema, poolside, tennis 
and basketball courts. (QNA) pAge 2

2nd floating hotel  
arrives in Doha



QNA 
Doha

The Shura Council held Mon-
day its regular weekly meet-
ing under the chairmanship of 
Speaker of the Shura Council 
he hassan bin Abdullah Al 
Ghanim.

At the outset of the meet-
ing, Secretary-General of the 
Shura Council he Dr Ahmed 
bin Nasser Al Fadhala read out 
the agenda of the session. The 
minutes of the previous session 
were ratified.

The Council hosted Presi-
dent of the Public Works Au-
thority (Ashghal) Dr engineer 
Saad bin Ahmed Al Mohan-
nadi and a number of officials 
of Ashghal to provide a briefing 
to the Council on the infrastruc-
ture projects accomplished by 
the authority and the projects 
related to hosting the FIFA 
World Cup Qatar 2022.

The Ashghal president gave 
a brief presentation in which he 
dealt with the most prominent 
developments in the implemen-
tation of projects and its readi-
ness to receive the tournament.

During the presentation, Dr 
Mohannadi affirmed the readi-
ness of all the projects related 
to hosting the FIFA World Cup 
Qatar 2022, saying that the 
championship projects were 
completed two years ahead of 
schedule.

he highlighted the huge 
projects completed by the au-
thority in record time accord-
ing to the highest international 
standards, such as the internal 
and external road network in all 
regions of the country, bridges, 
tunnels, pedestrian and bicycle 
paths, rainwater and sewage 
drainage networks, and other 
facilities, buildings and service 
facilities in various sectors such 
as health and education.

he stated that the author-
ity has completed 1,791 km of 
roads, 207 bridges, 143 tunnels, 
and 2,131 km of pedestrian and 
bicycle paths, in addition to 
developing citizens’ lands and 
equipping them with infra-
structure.

he explained that one of 
the most important projects 
that will represent a legacy for 
the future is the transportation 

network project are the metro 
network and the fleet of elec-
tric and regular buses, which 
provides eight bus stops and 
seven depots, as well as 1,200 
stations.

The Ashghal president 
highlighted the authority’s 
projects in some areas of the 
country, such as the Doha Cor-
niche, stating that Ashghal has 
worked tirelessly to develop the 

Corniche area by constructing 
pedestrian crossings, tunnels 
and bicycle paths and under-
ground parking, as well as light-
ing the road with 1,400 lighting 
poles, which represented an 
important beautification ad-
dition, and other landscaping 
works for the area.

he said Ashghal adopted 
advanced technology in the im-
plementation of projects to re-

duce noise and labour intensity 
in construction projects.

Dr Mohannadi also out-
lined the afforestation efforts, 
creating green spaces, beauti-
fying areas and roads, adding 
aesthetic touches in different 
cities.

On the other hand, the Ash-
ghal president affirmed the au-
thority’s keenness to coordinate 
and cooperate with the private 
sector to achieve the desired 
integration in accordance with 
the directives of the wise lead-
ership in the country.

he added that Ashghal is 
following up on various projects 
to ensure their compliance with 
metrologies and standards, en-
sure their operational perfor-
mance and take the necessary 
measures in the event of any 
problem through a specialised 
team of Qatari engineers.

Dr Mohannadi pointed out 
that the infrastructure projects 
accomplished by the Public 
Works Authority or the projects 
for hosting the tournament are 
not the end of the Ashghal strat-
egy, indicating that the author-
ity has a strategy that extends 

until 2045.
he welcomed all the pro-

posals and ideas put forward 
by the members of the Shura 
Council during the session, 
praising the council’s interest 
and concern for the interest of 
the country and citizens, look-
ing forward to furthering co-
operation to achieve common 
goals of the country.

The council members’ ques-
tions and interventions focused 
on a number of issues related 
to the projects of the Public 
Works Authority, especially 
the projects’ readiness and pro-
gress, the commitment to the 
timelines for their implementa-
tion, the observations made by 
public opinion on the author-
ity’s projects and the extent to 
which these projects conform 
to technical and environmental 
requirements and standards.

The members of the Coun-
cil also raised inquiries about 
the development of citizens’ 
lands and internal streets, the 
rainwater and sewage drainage 
network, the efficiency of water 
use and the authority’s future 
plans.

All World Cup 2022 projects are ready ahead of 
schedule, Ashghal president tells Shura Council

During the session, the Council reviewed the report of the Financial 
and Economic Affairs Committee on the Shura Council’s budget for the 
2023 fiscal year.

FM and Iranian 
counterpart discuss 
bilateral relations

2nd floating hotel ‘MSC 
Poesia’ arrives in Doha

DFI highlights four exciting directors from 
‘Iraqi New Wave’ at Doha Film Experience

QNA
Doha

DePuTy Prime Minister and 
Minister of Foreign Affairs he 
Sheikh Mohammed bin Abdul-
rahman Al Thani on Monday 
received a telephone call from 
Minister of Foreign Affairs of 
Iran hossein Amir-Abdollahian.  
The call dealt with develop-
ments of negotiations to return 
to the joint plan of action with 
the united States, bilateral co-
operation and the latest prepa-
rations for hosting the FIFA 
World Cup Qatar 2022. 

QNA
Doha

The second floating hotel, 
MSC Poesia, docked in Doha 
Port on Monday morning to 
join MSC World europa, which 
arrived in Doha on Thursday, 
to offer a luxurious hospitality 
experience to fans of the FIFA 
World Cup Qatar 2022.

The cruise ship, MSC Po-
esia, is a modern 4-star floating 
hotel and it will offer luxuri-
ous services to World Cup fans 
with a variety of room options 
ranging from traditional cabins 
overlooking the sea to rooms 
with balconies and luxury 
suites, in addition to multiple 
dining possibilities and pro-
grams and entertainment for 
all ages.

MSC Poesia houses 1,265 
cabins, three swimming pools, 
a spa and wellness center, cin-
ema, poolside, tennis and bas-
ketball courts, in addition to 
four dining options, 15 coffee 

shops and event venues.
Floating hotels are one 

of several facilities provided 
by Qatar for fans of the FIFA 
World Cup Qatar 2022, offer-
ing multiple booking and ac-
commodation options through-
out the tournament, including 
apartments, villas, fan villages 
and usual hotels.

Chairman of Qatar Tour-
ism and Qatar Airways Group 
Chief executive Akbar Al 
Baker affirmed in statements 
that offering accommodation 
and recreational services on 
board floating hotels reflects 
the strenuous efforts exerted to 
organize the best World Cup in 
history.

According to the estimates 
of the MSC Cruises Group, 
owner of the three floating ho-
tels that will serve the tourna-
ment, the capacity of the three 
cruise ships reach 10,000 beds, 
and reservations for the first 
week of the World Cup have 
reached 100%.

TribuNe News NeTwork
Doha

WITh military, political, so-
cial, and economic conditions 
long influencing Iraqi film-
making, a few directors have 
stood out for making thought-
provoking films presenting 
unique expressions of common 
realities in the country. Their 
journeys, and those of their 
subjects, are part of the Doha 
Film experience’s thought-
provoking segment, ‘Making 
the Iraqi New Wave.’ 

Screening in tandem with 
the Baghdad: eye’s Delight 
exhibition at the Museum of 
Islamic Art Auditorium, the 
Doha Film Institute will screen 
four films from the Iraqi New 
Wave from November 27 to 
30. Breathtakingly ambitious, 
they are at once searing in their 
content, and inspiring in their 
message of hope.

Fatma hassan Alremaihi, 
Chief executive Officer of the 
Doha Film Institute, said: “The 
contemporary cinematic his-
tory of Iraq is an inspiration for 
filmmakers everywhere in the 
world struggling to realise their 
dreams. Our special tribute 
to Iraqi cinema presents four 
films from the past two dec-
ades produced under different 

circumstances but equally chal-
lenging in their own ways. 

“These films are not just 
tributes from the directors 
to their country, but also an 
important ode to the nation’s 
people – their frustrations, 
disappointments, and about 
finding hope amidst incred-
ibly disturbing circumstances. 
These films will be a revelation 
for many visitors to our coun-
try as we mark the FIFA World 
Cup 2022 Qatar, expanding 
global understanding of Iraq’s 
glorious heritage.”

‘Making the Iraqi New 
Wave’ will redefine Iraqi cin-
ematic history at intersec-
tions of the challenges in the 

filmmaking process and the 
lived realities of upheaval and 
change. The four films in the 
programme are: 

Iraq: War, Love, God and 
Madness (uK, Iraq, The Neth-
erlands/2008) by Mohamed 
Al-Daradji, is a personal jour-
ney through the director’s 
homeland after 25 years of dic-
tatorship, three wars and three 
occupations. Finding the once 
vibrant streets now consumed 
by unemployment and pover-
ty, he is determined to fulfil his 
dream of making a film in the 
country he loves. The film pre-
sents a spectrum of the society 
previously sidelined by images 
of war and the Iraqi people’s 

unwavering spirit to survive. 
The film will be screened on 
Sunday, November 27, 7.30 
PM at MIA-A, 

Memories on Stone (Ger-
many, Iraq/2014) by Shawkat 
Amin Korki is about a fictional 
director’s attempt to make ‘An-
fal’, a story about the genocidal 
campaign waged by Saddam 
hussein on the Kurds of Iraq. A 
tragicomedy view on filmmak-
ing in a war-affected country, at 
its core, the film makes a com-
pelling demand that the victims 
of Saddam’s ethnic cleansing be 
honoured and that their terrible 
fate is never forgotten. It will 
screen on Monday, November 
28, 7.30 PM at MIA-A. 

underexposure (Iraq, Ger-
many/2005) by Oday Rasheed 
is about hassan, a young Iraqi 
documentary filmmaker who 
attempts to adjust his life in a 
materially, humanly, and ideo-
logically destroyed city. The 
first feature-length movie shot 
on location in the city after the 
war, the film blends reality and 
fiction to create a lyrical and 
textured work that captures 
the dizzying atmosphere of life 
during the war and fiercely il-
luminates a part of the world 
long left in the dim. It will be 
screened on Tuesday, Novem-
ber 29, 7.30 PM at MIA-A.

Still from the film Iraq War, Love, God and Madness

Minister of Labour HE Dr Ali bin Samikh Al-Marri met with Hadja Lahbib, Minister of Foreign Affairs, European Affairs and Foreign Trade and the Federal Cultural Institutions of the Kingdom of 
Belgium in Brussels on Monday. During the meeting they reviewed bilateral ties of cooperation and issues of common interest in the field of labour, and the ways to support and develop them.

Minister of Labour Meets beLgiuM’s Minister of foreign affairs
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ExpErts have stressed the 
role of improved access to 
quality diabetes education for 
health professionals and pa-
tients on the occasion of World 
Diabetes Day (WDD), which is 
marked every year on Novem-
ber 14.

the aim of observing WDD 
is to promote coordinated ac-
tions to confront diabetes as 
a critical global health issue. 
“Education to protect tomor-
row” is the theme of World 
Diabetes Day 2022. this year’s 
campaign focuses on the need 
for better access to quality 
diabetes education for health 
professionals and people living 
with diabetes.

On the occasion, prof. 
Abou-samra, co-chair of the 
National Diabetes Committee 
and director of Qatar Metabol-
ic Institute (QMI) highlighted 
that the “new model of diabe-
tes care, as described in Qatar 
National Diabetes strategy, 
2016-2022, places diabetes 
educators at the centre of the 
multidisciplinary team. 

to provide the best pos-
sible care for people with dia-
betes, “relevant strategic pro-
grammes have been focusing 

on increasing the pool of diabe-
tes educators (capacity) in the 
system as well as the capabil-
ity by providing ongoing dia-
betes education to healthcare 
professionals-through various 
national initiative.”

the initiatives include “es-
tablishment of a diabetes diplo-
ma and master degree in col-
laboration with the University 
of Doha for science and tech-
nology (UDst), the National 
Diabetes strategy e-Learning 
modules through HMC’s E-
taleem platform, delivery of 
the “Integrated Diabetes Care 
Webinars for primary Health-
care professional” and launch 
of the “Diabetes and Obesity 
research Webinar series”, ac-
cording to prof. Abou-samra.

Dr. Kholoud Al Mutawaa, 
head of non-communicable 

diseases and diabetes lead at 
the Ministry of public Health 
(MopH) highlighted that the 
“the cornerstone of the patient 
Empowerment strategic pil-
lar of the Qatar National Dia-
betes strategy, 2016-2022, is 
to provide diabetes education 
and self-management tools to 
empower patients and enhance 
their health literacy to take ac-
tion to improve their health 
outcomes and prevent compli-
cations”.

Dr. Kholoud continued by 
saying “diabetes management 
requires multiple approach-
es: nutritional management, 
physical activity, medications, 
glucose monitoring, and psy-
chological adjustment; diabe-
tes education is one of the most 
powerful interventions we have 
for keeping people with diabe-
tes well”.

Dr. Manal Othman, direc-
tor of diabetes education at 
Hamad Medical Corporation 
(HMC) noted the significant 
role of the diabetes educators in 
the diabetes care process. “the 
diabetes educator helps people 
with diabetes to make the nec-
essary changes to improve their 
lifestyle and empower them to 
take the right action in case of 
exercise, sickness, travel etc. 
HMC’s National Diabetes Cen-

tres provide a range of diabetes 
self-management education 
and support services including 
both individualised diabetes, 
curriculum-based, education 
sessions as well as structured 
(face-to-face and virtual) DEs-
MOND programme, group ed-
ucation sessions. 

“DEsMOND programme is 
an international group patient 
education program for people 
with type 2 diabetes adapted 
for people newly or with ongo-
ing diabetes, living in the state 
of Qatar. HMC’s diabetes edu-
cation team is also providing 
phone-based emergency man-
agement consultations through 
the diabetes hotline”. 

Dr. samya Al-Abdulla, sen-
ior consultant, family physician 
and executive director of op-
erations at primary Healthcare 
Corporation (pHCC) empha-
sised that primary care is at the 
heart of the diabetes response. 
“significant efforts are dedicat-
ed in building capacity and ca-
pability to ensure that primary 
healthcare professionals have 
the knowledge, time and tools 
not only to detect diabetes and 
refer patients to tertiary, but 
also to help those in their care 
better manage their condition 
and navigate the healthcare 
system”.

Experts highlight quality diabetes 
education, primary care on WDD

Tribune news neTwork
Doha 

tHE Institute for population 
Health (IpH) at Weill Cor-
nell Medicine-Qatar (WCM-
Q) has launched a new Cer-
tificate in population Health 
and Well-being for all inter-
ested healthcare profession-
als.

Data available on chronic 
illnesses over the past 20 to 
25 years highlights a seri-
ous health crisis, a pandemic 
of chronic illness in which 
people are experiencing pre-
mature mortality, and dying 
earlier due to heart disease, 
cancer and other chronic 
conditions. Chronic pain, 
disability and depression are 
widespread. 

the new IpH certificate 
aims to equip healthcare 
professionals with key skills 
and knowledge to promote 
public health and enhance 
people’s physical, mental 
and social well-being in the 
Middle East and North Af-
rica (MENA) region and be-
yond. 

the certificate pro-
gramme is a 60-hour mul-
tidisciplinary and collabo-
rative course that provides 
training in five domains of 
population health and well-
being. these include health 
and disease paradigm, popu-
lation health, and preventive 
medicine; health quantita-
tive sciences and evidence; 
healthcare systems and de-
livery; burden of communi-
cable and non-communica-
ble disease; and optimising 
healthcare: what more can 
we do?

 Contemporary and 
emerging topics such as 
planetary health, digital 
health, sustainability and 
crisis management will also 
be integrated in the discus-
sions. 

Delivered in hybrid form, 
with both in-person and on-

line components, the course 
has been designed to be high-
ly interactive, fea¬turing a 
mixture of lectures, semi-
nar discussions, case-based 
studies, panel discussions 
and Q&A ses¬sions. 

the course is directed by 
Dr ravinder Mamtani, pro-
fessor of population health 
sciences and vice dean for 
population health and life-
style medicine at WCM-Q, 

and professor of medicine at 
the Center for Global Health; 
and Dr sohaila Cheema, as-
sociate professor of clinical 
population health sciences 
and assistant dean for IpH at 
WCM-Q. 

the course is scheduled 
to take place on January 
21 and 28, 2023, and on 
February 4, 11, 17 and 18, 
2023. to register for the 
programme, all interested 
healthcare professionals 
should contact iph@qatar-
med.cornell.edu before 
January 5, 2023.

WCM-Q’s new certificate 
course will focus on key
health, wellness aspects

Dr. Ravinder Mamtani
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Sidra Medicine launches male infertility clinic
Tribune news neTwork

Doha

sIDrA Medicine has launched 
a new male infertility clinic as 
part of its expansion of private 
reproductive medicine services 
in Qatar.

Dr Johnny Awwad, execu-
tive chair of Women’s services 
and division chief of repro-
ductive Medicine at sidra 
Medicine, said: “More than 50 
percent of couples suffer from 
infertility due to male factor-
related issues. With the launch 
of the new male infertility 

clinic, sidra Medicine is now 
able to treat couples by offering 
comprehensive medical and 
surgical treatments for both 
husband and wife. We work 
closely with them to develop 
a personalized treatment plan 
based on medical history, spe-
cific circumstances and future 
needs.”

the clinic is headed by Dr 
Bassel Bachir, who was re-
cently appointed as an attend-
ing physician in adult urol-
ogy and male reproductive 
medicine. the clinic treats all 
aspects of male infertility and 

offers surgical and non-surgi-
cal treatments pertaining to 
male urology; sexual and erec-
tile dysfunction; low libido 
and ejaculatory disorders. 

Dr Bachir said: “We offer a 
comprehensive service based 
out of the same clinic where 
both partners can be seen and 
treated at the same time within 
the same clinic setting. We work 
closely with other teams across 
pathology, radiology, endocri-
nology and laboratory services 
to ensure we can provide a ho-
listic approach to care for all our 
patients. this expedited service 

provides comfort to couples who 
invariably are extremely anxious 
to achieve a pregnancy.”

sidra Medicine’s highly-re-
garded reproductive team con-
sists of consultant physicians 
(male and female fertility ex-
perts), embryologists, nurses, 
and support staff with exten-
sive international experience in 
all aspects of fertility treatment 
and preservation, including 
IVF and reproductive health. 

For details about clinic, vis-
it: reproductive Medicine (IVF 
& Fertility Management) sidra 
Medicine or call 4003 7113.

Prof. Abou-Samra

The new IPH certificate 
aims to equip healthcare 
professionals with key 
skills and knowledge to 
promote public health 
and enhance people’s 
physical, mental and 
social well-being.
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Prime Minister and Minister of Interior HE Sheikh Khalid bin Khalifa bin Abdulaziz Al Thani inaugurated the Al Maha Island project in Lusail City on Monday. The inau-
guration ceremony started with an inaugural speech from the PM and a documentary on the project. The Prime Minister toured the island to be briefed on the facilities 

constructed according to the best international standards like Lusail Winter Wonderland, world-class dining restaurants in addition to the island’s variety of entertainment 
services. The opening ceremony was attended by a host of sheikhs, ministers, heads of diplomatic missions accredited to Qatar, senior officials and the ceremony guests.

Prime Minister inaugurates  
Al Maha Island Project in Lusail City
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The Ritz-Carlton, Doha 
welcomes Ivan Jacob 
in new role as general 
manager at B-Lounge

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

THE Ritz-Carlton, Doha 
has welcomed Ivan Ja-
cob to his new role as 
general manager at  
B-Lounge, Doha. 

Central to the hotel’s 
exceptional offering,  
B-Lounge, Doha is a 
draw for the world’s most 
passionate food and bev-
erage professionals, be-
ing a melting pot of skills 
in a dynamic restaurant 
setting, that sits at the 
forefront of Qatar’s din-
ing scene. 

Ivan brings extensive Buddha Bar brand ex-
perience to his new role as general manager at B-
Lounge, Doha. Starting his career at Buddha Bar 
Dubai, Ivan was upgraded to assistant restaurant 
manager before the brand’s rapid expansion led 
him to spend two years as restaurant manager at 
B Bar New Delhi. 

On his return to Dubai, he worked at the re-
nowned Indego by Vineet, where he supported 
the restaurant in reaching a coveted number one 
ranking on TripAdvisor. It wasn’t long before Bud-
dha Bar served Ivan yet another irresistible career 
opportunity, offering him the role of assistant op-
erations manager at Buddha Bar Dubai, where he 
was promoted to operations manager and later 
moved to Siddhartha Lounge by Buddha Bar in 
the glittering Dubai Marina. 

On moving to B-Lounge, Doha, Ivan said, 
“Buddha Bar is the world’s original lifestyle ven-
ue, where food, music and atmosphere combine. 
I have been so lucky to build my career with this 
amazing brand and my recent move to B-Lounge, 
Doha is my most exciting challenge to date. It is 
great to be based at The Ritz-Carlton, Doha, work-
ing alongside an accomplished team who share 
my passion for crafting memorable dining experi-
ences.”

A testament to Qatar’s influential restaurant 
scene, B-Lounge, Doha stands at the city’s social 
epicentre. Expertly blending creative cuisine with 
a unique lifestyle experience, this marina-side lo-
cation is where a delicious menu of Asian-fusion 
fare is complemented by nightly entertainment 
from headlining DJs, culinary events and mixol-
ogy sessions. 

Doha’s undisputed place to see-and-be-seen, 
the venue’s unique aesthetic has an inside and 
outdoor set up that reflects its waterfront loca-
tion through a stylish maritime vibe. A magnet for 
cocktail enthusiasts, mixologists craft delicious 
drinks using exotic spices and fresh ingredients, 
turning each creation into a rare art form. 

A treasured jewel in The Ritz-Carlton, Doha 
crown, B-Lounge, Doha is a keystone in the ho-
tel’s dining portfolio. Working alongside the crea-
tive team, the introduction of brand-experienced 
talent like Ivan, supports the venue in its evolv-
ing role as the city’s most compelling lifestyle  
destination.

Qetaifan Projects brings world-class spectacle ‘The  
Fisherman’s dream’ by Giuliano Peparini to Qatar

Qatar National Library marks International Day 
Against Illicit Trafficking of Cultural Property
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QETAIFAN Projects has an-
nounced collaboration with crea-
tive director Giuliano Peparini for 
a world exclusive acrobatic specta-
cle. The show produced by Nuovo 
Teatro, Marco Balsamo, will be 
launched on the seawater canal at 
the Qetaifan Island North on No-
vember 19.

The show entitled ‘The Fish-
erman’s Dream’ encapsulates the 
rich history and culture of Qatar 
and its amazing growth over the 
past decades. 

Inspired by the famed history 
of Qatar’s pearl divers and their 
search for the dana pearls, the pro-
duction will be a visual spectacle 
made up of 65 performers: acro-
bats, contortionists, slack walker 
and dancers, all supported by video 
and visual effects that will light up 
the sky.

“Qetaifan Island North is ready 

to welcome all visitors coming to 
Qatar and looking to enjoy their 
time in November and December. 
We are excited about this collabo-
ration and are looking forward 
to the spectacular show that will 
be presented on the island,” said 
Hesham Sharaf, chief operating of-
ficer, Qetaifan Projects. 

“It represents a glimpse of 
what is going to happen on a daily 

basis as it pertains to the entertain-
ment canal show. This is simply a 
teaser,” he added. 

“This production is the first of 
its kind in Qatar. It is about the 
rich history of the country from the 
pearl divers through to the discov-
ery of oil and gas. It’s incredible to 
be working on a world first like this 
and I am honoured to be bringing 
this show to life,” said Giuliano 
Peparini.

Peparini is famed for his shows 
around the world and is recognised 
as one of the most prolific and eclec-
tic directors and choreographers on 
the international scene. Among his 
most recognised works, he collabo-
rated with Franco Dragone (Cirque 
du Soleil) for over 10 years and cre-
ated shows in the USA, Italy, France 
and China, with Dolce & Gabbana 
for the biggest fashion shows and 
for many television networks. 
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TO mark the third International Day 
Against Illicit Trafficking of Cultural 
Property, Qatar National Library 
(QNL) hosted a high-level virtual 
panel discussion on the efforts to 
counter the sale and illegal circula-
tion of antiquities and documen-
tary heritage in the Middle East and 
North Africa. 

Speakers at the event included 
Marina Schneider, principal le-
gal officer and treaty depositary at 
UNIDROIT (an intergovernmen-
tal organisation whose objective is 
to harmonise international private 
law across countries), Dr. Mounir 
Bouchenaki, advisor to UNESCO 
and the International Centre for the 
Study of the Preservation and Res-
toration of Cultural Property (IC-
CROM), Dr. Zaki Aslan, director 
and regional representative of the 
ICCROM-Sharjah Regional Conser-
vation Centre and Dr. Eleni Poly-
menopoulou, associate professor at 
HBKU’s College of Law. 

Dr. Polymenopoulou shed light 
on the importance of heritage pro-
tection and how the trafficking of 
cultural goods can take different 
forms, ranging from theft from cul-
tural heritage institutions or private 
collections to the looting of archaeo-

logical sites and displaced artefacts 
during war.

While the illicit trade of cultural 
goods is international in nature and 
requires an international response to 
address its damage to human herit-
age, participants noted that coun-
tries of origin are the most affected.

Tan Huism, executive director of 
Qatar National Library, welcomed 
participants to the session, which 
was held on 14 November. Tan said: 
“I believe that our ability to prevent 
the loss of rare and valuable herit-
age materials through such activities 
depends on continued collaboration 
with key regional and international 
organisations and professions to 
reach practical and realistic solutions 
to protect our heritage.” 

“Unfortunately, the illicit traf-
ficking of cultural goods has reached 
unprecedented levels in recent years, 
the Library has developed several 

initiatives and collaborations which 
aim to protect the region’s documen-
tary heritage from illegal circula-
tion and to provide educational and 
awareness-raising efforts on this im-
portant topic,” she added. 

Schneider spoke about how 
countries across the world have 
agreed to implement the same laws, 
making it easier for stolen or illegally 
exported items to be returned to 
their rightful owner.

She said: “The world has stepped 
up its efforts in recent years to com-
bat the illicit trade by outlining rules 
on the return and restitution of cul-
tural items.” 

“The 1995 UNIDROIT Conven-
tion supplements the provisions of 
the 1970 UNESCO Convention on 
the Means of Prohibiting and Pre-
venting the Illicit Import, Export and 
Transfer of Ownership of Cultural 
Property by formulating uniform 

legal rules on the return and restitu-
tion of cultural objects to mitigate the 
illicit trafficking in cultural objects,” 
she said. 

The event follows a recent work-
shop that the Library hosted about 
stopping the trafficking of cultural 
artefacts. 

The interdisciplinary workshop, 
held in partnership with the Min-
istry of Culture and the US, Italian 
and French Embassies in Qatar, ex-
amined best practices in combating 
the trafficking of antiquities as well 
as programs and policies that protect 
cultural heritage and property rights.

The Library, as the IFLA PAC 
Regional Center for Arab coun-
tries and the Middle East, has been 
a pioneer in the fight against the 
trafficking of documentary herit-
age through initiatives such as the 
Himaya Project. Since 2020, this 
has strengthened and coordinated 
efforts with international and re-
gional organizations to combat illicit 
trafficking and has held regional and 
international training workshops 
for frontline and law enforcement 
organizations. Himaya has also 
been present at various internation-
al events, encouraging libraries and 
archives from the MENA region to 
update the INTERPOL database of 
stolen documentary heritage items, 
among other work. 
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UNIVERSITY of Doha for Sci-
ence and Technology (UDST) 
has been awarded Gold Level 
Accreditation Status by the Na-
tional Examination Board in 
Occupational Safety and Health 
(NEBOSH), during a ceremony 
held at the University. 

The award is to recognise 
UDST’s continued perfor-
mance as a Gold Level Learn-
ing Partner for NEBOSH, and 
was presented to Dr. Rachid 
Benlamri, vice president, aca-
demic affairs at UDST in the 
presence of Dr. JoAnne Mac 
Donald, dean of the College of 
Health Sciences and several 
University officials, accompa-
nied by a delegation from the 
NEBOSH international team 
led by Damian Hampson, in-
ternational business develop-
ment manager.

Dr. Salem Al-Naemi, 
UDST’s president, said “Gold 
Level Accreditation is a dem-
onstration of the University’s 
commitment to training excel-
lence, and further strength-
ens our relationship with NE-
BOSH. We are proud to have 
reached this status with such 
a prestigious international or-
ganization. UDST offers world-
class education programmes to 
graduate students and profes-
sionals who will lead Qatar’s 
economic development and in-
dustrial growth. 

“Through effective collabo-
ration and the development of 
a long-term partnership with 
NEBOSH, we have successfully 
brought an impressive num-
ber of educational programs to 
Qatar with the resolve to sup-

port, enhance and upskill the 
country’s workforce and future 
employees in the crucial area 
of Occupational Safety and 
Health. We look forward to a 
sustained future in this field 
where we continue to deliver at 
our best.”

UDST offered its first NE-
BOSH course in 2013, and is 
now approved to integrate and 
deliver at least 15 types of NE-
BOSH awards and certificates, 
embedded in the Occupational 
Health, Safety and Environ-
ment (OHSE) undergraduate 
degree at the University. Cer-
tificates and awards include, 
but not limited to, Health and 
Safety Management for Con-
struction, International Oil and 
Gas, Fire Safety, Process Safety 
Management, Health and Safe-
ty Leadership Excellence and 
Environmental Management.

To achieve qualification as 
a Gold Level Learning Partner, 
University of Doha for Science 
and Technology has shown 
continuous dedication to-
wards improving learners’ ex-

perience, and ‘greatly exceeds’ 
(NEBOSH) expectations in de-
livering six learning excellence 
principles. 

UDST has been deemed to 
excel at aligning learner and 
course expectations, creating 
an engaging and interactive 
learning environment, equip-
ping students with accurate 
and regularly updated course 
materials, deploying teaching 
staff who are qualified, engag-
ing and knowledgeable, pro-
viding feedback and support 
and consistently reviewing the 
delivery of NEBOSH courses 
through learner feedback. 

The award ceremony not 
only celebrated the achieve-
ment of gaining Gold Level Ac-
creditation Status, but partici-
pants also took the opportunity 
to hold focused discussions on 
deepening the partnership be-
tween NEBOSH and UDST, 
and the latest measures and 
initiatives being taken to en-
sure continual improvement in 
learning program quality at the 
University.

UDST gets Gold Level Learning 
Partner status from NEBOSH

MESIS organises first segment 
of ‘Infinto 2022’ championship
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MES Indian School, Abu Ham-
our Branch, organised the first 
segment of its annual sports 
meet, Infinito 2022, with great 
enthusiasm. The first segment 
of Infinito 2022 was the inter 
house football championship. 

The participants were divid-
ed into two categories. The pre-
lims were conducted earlier and 
the final championship phase 
started with the semi-final of the 
junior category between Emer-
ald House and Sapphire House. 
Sapphire won by one goal which 
was scored by Master Moham-
mad Hashir and they qualified 
for the final. Ruby House entered 
the final after defeating Topaz 
House in the second semi-final.

In the senior category, 
Saphire and Topaz entered the 
final by defeating Emerald and 
Ruby respectively. Topaz in the 
senior category and Saphire 
in the junior category won the 
champion’s trophy. 

Individual trophies were 
awarded to the participants 
which included Best Player Sen-

ior: Master Abdul Halim (To-
paz), Best Goalkeeper Senior: 
Master Asim Naveed (Topaz), 
Best Junior Player: Master Mo-
hammad Hashir (Saphire) Best 
Goalkeeper: Master Johan Reji 
(Ruby).

Abdul Fathah P.O, director 
of sports & games, MESIS, and 
M.C. Muhamed, director of cul-
tural & co-curricular activities, 
MESIS were the chief guests 
of the event. They inaugurated 
the championship and released 
the annual sports meet logo 
which was designed by school 
art teacher Muhammad Nisar. 
Hameeda Kader, principal of 
MESIS, addressed the players 
before the opening match.

Basketball, badminton, ta-
ble tennis and chess competi-
tions will also be held as part 
of the annual sports meet. The 
programme will conclude with 
the athletics championship to be 
held on January 28, 2023 and 
the house with the most points 
in games and athletics will win 
the overall championship.

Pramila Kannan, MESIS 
vice principal, Physical Educa-
tion teachers Sajudheen and 
Jibins Jose coordinated the 
event. Suhail, staff secretary, 
Arun Shetty, Humayun, house 
patrons Bujair, Moideenkutty, 
Dr Syed Irshad, Nipin, Shruthi, 
Rajeena, Aslamia and Shamee-
ma led the event.
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THE FIFA World Cup Origi-
nal Trophy reached the final 
destination of its global Tour 
on Monday ahead of the 2022 
FIFA World Cup which kicks 
off next week.

As the fifth FIFA World 
Cup Trophy Tour by Coca-
Cola came to its conclusion, 
FIFA and Coca-Cola staged 
several events, beginning 
with an unveil of the FIFA 
World Cup Original Trophy at 
Hamad International Airport 
in Doha.

The reveal marked two 
days of events, including a 
grassroot football coaching 
session at the Aspire Acad-
emy with Marcel Desailly, a 
VIP event at the Alwadi Hotel 
and a special event with over 
4,000 FIFA World Cup vol-
unteers.

Marcel Desailly revealed 
the one-and-only, solid-
gold Original FIFA World 
Cup Trophy alongside Na-
zli Berberoglu, FIFA World 
Cup General Manager at The 
Coca-Cola Company at the 
Alwadi Hotel. It is the same 
trophy presented by FIFA to 
the team winning the FIFA 
World Cup. 

Over the course of 2022, 
the Original FIFA World Cup 
Trophy travelled to 51 coun-
tries and territories, bringing 
Coca-Cola and FIFA one step 

closer to visiting all FIFA’s 
211 Member Associations by 
2030. 

For the first time, the tour 
visited all 32 FIFA World 
Cup qualifying countries, in-
spiring fans across the world 
through exclusive consumer 
experiences.

Nazli Berberoglu, FIFA 
World Cup General Manager 
at The Coca-Cola Company, 
said: “At Coca-Cola, believ-
ing is magic and we are proud 
to have brought fans this 
once-in-a-lifetime experience 
across the world. With the the 
FIFA World Cup Original Tro-
phy reaching its final destina-
tion, it kick-starts two days of 
events, where we’ll give Qatar 

football fans an opportunity 
to see the most iconic symbol 
in football. For the first time 
ever, the FIFA World Cup Tro-
phy Tour by Coca-Cola started 
and finished in the Middle 
East, celebrating the region’s 
first ever FIFA World Cup.”

The 2022 FIFA World 
Cup Trophy Tour by Coca-
Cola saw over 100,000 fans 
from across the world get the 
chance to experience foot-
ball’s most coveted prize. 

From the Eiffel Tower in 
Paris and Wembley Stadium 
London to the Maracana Sta-
dium Brazil to Saudi Arabia’s 
iconic At-Turaif District in 
Ad-Diriyah and the Coca-Co-
la Arena in Dubai; the Origi-

nal Trophy visited 12 markets 
for the very first time this 
year, with 16 FIFA World Cup 
winning legends participating 
through the tour. 

As the FIFA World Cup 
Original Trophy was revealed 
at Hamad International Air-
port, Marcel Desailly said, “It 
is such an honour to be here 
in Qatar as the FIFA World 
Cup Trophy Tour by Coca-
Cola reaches its final destina-
tion, exciting and inspiring 
fans on its journey. Lifting 
the Original FIFA World Cup 
Trophy has the power to ex-
cite millions of fans and after 
witnessing Qatar’s passion 
for football first-hand. I know 
the two-day tour will contin-
ue to excite and engage fans 
in Qatar.”

The Coca-Cola Company 
has had a long-standing rela-
tionship with FIFA since 1976 
and has been an official spon-
sor of the FIFA World Cup 
since 1978. Coca-Cola has ad-
vertised at every FIFA World 
Cup stadium since 1950 and 
is a long-time supporter of 
football at all levels. This is 
the fifth time that Coca-Cola 
and FIFA have come together 
to bring the FIFA World Cup 
Trophy Tour by Coca-Cola to 
the world. 

Get involved by posting 
your own FIFA World Cup 
Trophy Tour memories by us-
ing the hashtag #BelievingIs-
Magic

FIFA World Cup Trophy tour by 
Coca-Cola concludes in Qatar

The 2022 FIFA World Cup Trophy Tour by Coca-Cola saw over 100,000 
fans from across the world getting the chance to experience football’s 
most coveted prize. 

Katara announces easy access for visitors

QF’s ‘Come Together’ 
art installation a tribute 
to preparation for FIFA 
World Cup Qatar 2022

Qatar Tourism, Trip.com Group sign 
MoU to promote Qatar as a leading 
family-friendly tourism destination

talabat raises over QR52,000 
for breast cancer awareness
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THE Cultural Village Founda-
tion (Katara) has announced 
methods for easy access to the 
cultural village starting from 
November 15 until December 
18, 2022 as part of its prepa-
rations for the vast number of 
programmes and activities ac-
companying FIFA World Cup 
Qatar 2022 which will see a 
large number of visitors.

The mechanism guide has 
also been announced on Ka-
tara’s social media accounts. It 
indicates that cars of all visi-
tors will have access from 8am 
to 1pm while only cars with 
entry permits to Katara will be 
allowed to enter from 1pm on-
wards. These include the fol-
lowing categories: employees 
and workers at the Katara; par-
ticipants of events; delivery cars 
for restaurants and shops lo-
cated within Katara; as well as 
taxis, limousines and hotel resi-
dents of the neighbourhood.

As for the visitors, they can 

enter the areas where they are 
allowed to by using the parking 
lots designated for visitors’ cars. 
These are as follows: The first 
area is on the southern side of 
Katara with a capacity of 2,000 
car parking spaces. The second 
area is near the energy building 
with a capacity of 600 car park-
ing spaces. Gathering points 
have also been identified to 
transport visitors to event areas 
within Katara using designated 
golf carts. Public can also reach 
Katara using the metro service. 
There are two metro stations 
that connect the public to the 

cultural district – the Al Qassar 
Station and Katara Station. 

Katara meanwhile contin-
ues to put the final touches to 
its preparations to launch its 
activities accompanying the 
2022 FIFA World Cup. On 
November 19, the Katara Tra-
ditional Dhow Festival’s 12th 
month-long edition will be 
launched with the participation 
of the State of Qatar and eight 
friendly and brotherly coun-
tries: Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, 
the Sultanate of Oman, Iraq, 
Yemen, India, Turkey and Tan-
zania.

Katara has prepared a di-
verse festive programme com-
prising approximately 51 main 
events and 300 sub-events to 
entertain, regale and immerse 
visitors with different cultural 
tastes and expectations in vari-
ous fields of arts and creativ-
ity, reflecting Katara’s constant 
keenness to be a meeting place 
for different cultures and peo-
ple.

It comprises a collection of 
marine shows, cultural, artistic 
and traditional activities, com-
petitions, workshops for chil-
dren and craftsmen and other 
activities with a special focus on 
the maritime heritage of Qatar 
besides special performances 
and operettas by folk troupes.

Decked up in artistic best, 
Katara sports a colourful and 
vibrant look with flags of the 
qualified nations at FIFA World 
Cup Qatar 2022 adorning all 
its streets, corners and prom-
enade. Katara has been one of 
the most sought places in Qatar 
for people to click selfies and 
pictures.
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THE latest addition to Qatar 
Foundation’s public art collec-
tion, ‘Come Together’, is hard 
to miss. The brightly coloured 
12-metre-tall structure, which 
has been designed to resem-
ble a dandelion, is made up of 
workers’ helmets, mirror balls 
and traditional Qatari kitchen-
ware. 

Designed by South Korean 
artist Choi Jeong Hwa, it pays 
homage to the effort that has 
gone into preparing for the 
highly anticipated FIFA World 
Cup Qatar 2022.

Commissioned by Qatar 
Foundation (QF), the eye-
catching installation placed at 
the Green Spine in Education 
City is an engineering feat. 

The piece comprises of a 
core sphere and around one 
hundred pieces of protruding 
helmets, footballs, spheres and 
kitchen objects threaded onto 
an internal stainless-steel pipe 
with a screw thread. Each item 
had to be assembled one at a 
time. 

“We first attached five legs 
to the bottom of the piece and 
then screwed each skewer-like 
piece to the sphere, working our 
way from the top to the bottom. 
It was the biggest work we’ve 
made in this shape and format 
with each skewer weighing 
around 70 kilograms. Team-
work was key in the installation 
as the angles had to be precise 
to be securely screwed in. This 
meant we had to lift each skew-
er by hand,” said Soo Choi, the 
project manager, who oversaw 
the installation of the artwork.

As for the materials, some 

spheres are made of mirror 
chrome and automobile spray 
while the footballs are plastic 
hexagons. The hats and alu-
minum food bowls are ready-
made objects, while the kitch-
enware featured in the artwork 
was sourced from local kitch-
ens in Qatar. 

The installation process 
took around 10 days and was 
done after meticulous testing, 
with a simulation taking place 
in South Korea. Durability was 
given special attention, consid-
ering the outdoor location of 
the artwork. 

“The 3D shape of the art-
work, with structures protrud-
ing in all directions, is in and 
of itself quite challenging to be 
designed to be placed outside. 
However, with rigorous study-
ing and testing, we were able to 
ensure a secure installation,” 
Choi said.

It was also built to take into 
account extreme weather con-
ditions – heat, sandstorms and 
occasional rain. 

“Each part is made to be as 
durable as possible, so we hope 
it will withstand harsh weather 
and its shine and colours will 
last,” she added.
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QATAR Tourism (QT) and 
online travel service provid-
ers Trip.com Group signed a 
Memorandum of Understand-
ing to promote Qatar across 
the globe as an ideal choice for 
family-friendly tourism.

The one-year agreement 
will see Qatar extensively pro-
moted through a series of mar-
keting campaigns across Trip.
com Group’s world-leading 
brands and associated as-
sets, which include Ctrip.com 
(China), Trip.com (global), 
MakeMyTrip.com (India) and 
Skyscanner.com (global).

Commenting on the new 
partnership, Chairman of Qa-
tar Tourism and Qatar Airways 
Group Chief Executive Akbar 
Al Baker said: “We believe 
that this new partnership with 
Trip.com Group will further 
promote Qatar as the Middle 
East’s ultimate destination 
choice for families, through 
their expansive network of 
globally recognised travel 
brands. From Qatar’s thrilling 
theme parks to adventures in 
the soaring desert dunescapes, 

and cultural districts with the 
ultimate shopping and dining 
experiences, a trip to Qatar of-
fers something for the whole 
family.”

Chairman and Co-Found-
er of Trip.com Group James 
Liang said: “I’m excited 
to strengthen cooperation 
through this new strategic 

partnership and bring aware-
ness to a charming destination 
where tradition meets moder-
nity. This month, the football 
World Cup will arrive, offer-
ing tourists a family-friendly 
atmosphere to explore and 
understand this unique desti-
nation. 

“To sustain awareness and 
momentum for Qatar, Trip.
com Group will utilise its 
strong brands and compelling 
content marketing capabilities 
to deliver a strong competitive 
advantage to the destination.”
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TALABAT Qatar, the region’s 
leading local tech platform, in 
collaboration with Qatar Can-
cer Society (QCS), raised more 
than QR52,000 for breast can-
cer awareness. 

Through talabat Mart’s 
Pinktober Campaign and the 
generous donations by talabat 
customers, talabat once again 
supported this important an-
nual initiative and further 
raised awareness of the impor-
tance of this campaign.

talabat Mart created a cat-
egory title with a number of 
products to support the cause 
during the month of Octo-
ber, also known as Pinktober, 

whereby for every purchase of 
any of the items, brands do-
nated an amount to Qatar Can-
cer Society. In addition, talabat 
Mart sold pink cancer pins to 
raise funds for the cause, with 
all of the proceeds of the sale 
going to QCS.

For this campaign, talabat 
Mart partnered with several 
brands, including Nestle, Doha 
Drug Store, Qatar National 
Imports & Exports, Le Chat, 
Rankoussi and Sadia, among 

many others.
Carla Ferreira, general 

manager of talabat Mart Qa-
tar, said: “Cancer touches so 
many people from all walks 
of life, and we at talabat Mart 
wanted to do our part in creat-
ing awareness and hopefully 
touching people’s lives, show-
ing them that although we are 
an ecommerce business, we 
too can do our part in the Qa-
tar community jointly with our 
selected partners for the Pink-
tober Campaign.”

Mona Ashknani, general 
manager of Qatar Cancer Soci-
ety, said: “I would like to thank 
talabat Mart Qatar for their con-
tinuous support of the charity, 
especially since it is not the first 
time they have supported QCS.”
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Decked up in artistic best, Katara sports a colourful and vibrant look 
with flags of the qualified nations at FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022.

Commissioned by Qatar Foundation (QF), the eye-catching installation 
placed at the Green Spine in Education City is an engineering feat. 

Chairman of Qatar Tourism and Qatar Airways Group CEO Akbar Al 
Baker and Chairman and Co-Founder of Trip.com Group James Liang.

Partnership will see cam-
paigns focused on China 
and India markets, as well 
as global campaigns

The piece comprises of a 
core sphere and around 
one hundred pieces of pro-
truding helmets, footballs, 
spheres and kitchen 
objects threaded onto an 
internal stainless-steel 
pipe with a screw thread. 
Each item had to be 
assembled one at a time
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The Ambassador of the Kingdom 
of Jordan to Qatar he Zaid Mufleh 
Al Lozi has affirmed that Jordan 
will spare no effort in supporting 
Qatar to host a remarkable FIFA 
World Cup.

“Jordan is providing all sup-
port to Qatar in many fields such 
as helping secure the 2022 FIFA 
World Cup. Jordan will spare no ef-
fort to support Qatar, and is ready 
to continue doing so,” the Jorda-
nian envoy told Qatar Tribune.

“Qatar is opening its doors to 
everyone, let’s all enjoy and cel-
ebrate this exceptional event,” he 
added.

The Jordanian envoy said Qa-
tar’s preparations are going on in 
full swing to host the biggest sport-
ing event, the World Cup.

The Jordanian ambassador 
said, “Jordan and Qatar enjoy ex-
cellent brotherly relations. Jordan 
has expressed on many occasions 
its readiness to support Qatar in 
every possible way for this event.”

Regarding Jordan’s opportu-
nity to promote its tourism during 
the World Cup, the ambassador 
stated, “This event constitutes an 
opportunity for many countries to 

promote their tourism, as it will 
gather people from all over the 
world.”

The envoy said, “Jordan will be 
benefiting from this opportunity as 

well by promoting its tourism to at-
tract football fans to visit Jordan. 
For example, the Jordanian gov-
ernment recently decided to grant 
FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 ticket 
holders of any nationality multiple-
entry visas to Jordan.”

“Jordan also started launching 
a campaign in Qatar to promote its 
tourism. The campaign will involve 
intensifying advertisements in 
malls, public transportation, and 
the airport,” he stressed.

When asked about the differ-
ence between this edition of the 
World Cup and the earlier ones, 
the Jordanian ambassador said, 
“It will be the first World Cup that 
will be hosted in an Arab, Muslim 
country. We are all very proud of 
Qatar, and we are certain that this 
World Cup will be one of the best 
editions of the World Cup and an 
exceptional one too”.

Regarding labour reforms that 
Qatar has recently implemented, 
the ambassador said, “Qatar seized 
the opportunity of hosting the 
World Cup to work on improving 
its legislations in the field of human 
rights. Qatar has adopted several 
legislative measures in relation to 
the protection and strengthening 
of human rights.”

“Qatar has completed several 
national legislations to protect the 

rights of workers based on the in-
ternational conventions and stand-
ards adopted by the International 
Labor Organization,” he added. 

“Legislations to guarantee hu-
man rights and the basic rights 
to work for all workers, including 
those participating in establishing 
the sporting infrastructure were all 
adopted,” the envoy emphasized.

“These efforts and reforms in 
the labour field that were done by 
Qatar were also welcomed by some 
prominent human rights groups 
and UN agencies,” the ambassador 
continued.

“I am certain that Qatar will 
continue its efforts for the pro-
motion and protection of human 
rights,” the ambassador confirmed.

The Jordanian ambassador 
advised all Jordanians and fans 
around the world to come and en-
joy this beautiful, diverse and wel-
coming country, “but like any other 
country, it is important to respect 
the traditions and culture of the 
country you visit”.

“I want all fans visiting Qatar to 
enjoy their time while respecting 
the law and the culture and beliefs 
of the Qatari people. This big event 
will bring people from all over the 
world, people of different cultures 
that share their passion to foot-
ball,” he added.

Qatar is opening its doors to everyone,  
let’s enjoy the World Cup: Jordanian envoy

‘Jordan will spare no effort 
in supporting Qatar to host 
a remarkable World Cup’

Ambassador of the Kingdom of Jordan to Qatar HE Zaid Mufleh Al Lozi (right)  
with Qatar Tribune reporter Khalid Tawalbeh. 

Qatar to host World 
Cup trophy event at 
Aspire Park today

Tribune news neTworK
Doha

WITh only days to go un-
til the big kick-off, the FIFA 
World Cup trophy has arrived 
in Qatar ahead of a special 
event at Aspire Park on Tues-
day, November 15.

The famous trophy has com-
pleted a global tour in recent 
months, visiting every country 
which has qualified for the FIFA 
World Cup Qatar 2022. In total, 
the trophy visited 51 countries 
and territories in the lead-up to 
this year’s tournament, which 
will be held in eight state-of-the-
art stadiums from November 20 
to December 18. 

On Tuesday, people in 
Qatar will be able to catch a 
glimpse of the trophy at As-
pire Park. The event will be 
held from 4-10 PM and pre-
sented by local comedian 

hamad Al Amari. It will fea-
ture a host of activities for the 
families. 

In the days leading to the 
tournament, the trophy will 
visit a host of businesses, or-
ganisations and charities as 
fans gear up for the first FIFA 
World Cup in the Middle east 
and Arab world. 

“We are delighted to wel-
come the FIFA World Cup 
trophy back to Qatar after its 
successful global tour. This 
week’s event is a final oppor-
tunity for fans to engage with 
the most famous trophy in 
sport as we gear up for a land-
mark edition of international 
football’s showpiece event,” 
said Khalid Ali Al Mawlawi, 
Deputy Director General, 
Marketing, Communications 
& event experience, Supreme 
Committee for Delivery & 
Legacy.

The biggest football boot 
in the world has been 
unveiled at Cultural Vil-
lage Foundation - Katara 
on Monday ahead of the 
FIFA World Cup Qatar 
2022. The world’s larg-
est football boot is 17 
feet long, 7 feet high, 
weighs over 500 kg, and 
is constructed using the 
same materials used 
to make football boots, 
including fiber, leather, 
rexine, foam sheet, and 
acrylic sheet. The colour 
of the boot is plain 
white with three thin 
lines sideways, and will 
be customised later on. 
It can be seen alongside 
the canopy of giant flags 
at Katara. The event 
was led by chief guest, 
Ambassador of India to 
the State of Qatar, HE Dr 
Deepak Mittal. (TNN)

Largest footbaLL boot 
unveiLed at Katara
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Tribune news neTwork
Doha

Qatar Islamic Bank (QIB), 
Qatar’s leading digital bank, 
has launched an innova-
tive new “Growing Deposit”, 
a first-of-its-kind in Qatar, 
through its award-winning 
QIB Mobile app.

“Growing Deposit” is a 
recurring, unique deposit ac-
count that allows QIB custom-
ers to place an amount of their 
choice each month and save 
money with ease. Growing De-
posit gives more flexibility to 
the deposit holders as they can 
choose to place a fixed amount 
each month for a period rang-
ing from two years to 10 years 
in Qatari riyals and/or US 
dollars. the minimum month-
ly amount to open a Growing 
Deposit is Qr2,000 or USD 
1,000 and the profit is credit-

ed into customers’ accounts at 
the end of every quarter.

the Growing Deposit 
yields great benefits, encour-
aging new and existing cus-
tomers to adopt a good saving 
practice by accumulating sav-
ings for a longer period while 
rewarding them with a higher 
and more competitive expect-
ed profit rate on their depos-
its. additionally, based on the 
monthly deposit amount, QIB 
will provide a free takaful cov-
er of up to Qr250,000 in an 
unfortunate situation of loss 
of life or permanent disability.

With a few simple steps, 
the eligible customers can log 
in to their QIB Mobile app 
and open a new Growing de-
posit by choosing the monthly 
amount to be transferred from 
their account to the new Grow-
ing Deposit, setting the stand-
ing orders over a predefined 

tenure from 2 years to 10 years 
and get the deposit opened in-
stantly. Monthly standing or-
ders will ensure that the mon-
ey is kept aside automatically 
and support QIB customers to 
achieve their long-term finan-
cial goals such as education, 
marriage, travel, shifting to a 
new house, and many others.

this new product, in addi-

tion to a host of market-lead-
ing products offered by QIB, 
makes it the first bank in the 
country to provide custom-
ers the opportunity to save 
a certain amount per month 
for a predefined goal they can 
set. the long-term deposit is 
a continuation of the bank’s 
extensive digitization efforts, 
which aim to offer customers 

a bespoke, seamless banking 
experience through the award-
winning Mobile app.

Commenting on the 
launch of the new product, 
QIB General Manager - Per-
sonal Banking Group D anand 
said, “We are pleased to intro-
duce the new Growing Deposit 
on our Mobile app, which will 
offer our customers a new way 
to enhance their saving hab-
its and grant them attractive 
profits on their deposits. the 
Growing Deposit will provide 
customers an opportunity to 
build up their savings through 
the regular monthly deposits 
of a fixed amount over a period 
of time, and eventually have 
sufficient funds to achieve 
their future financial goals.”

“QIB is committed to in-
troducing advanced products, 
services, and solutions, which 
drive innovation in the bank-

ing sector. We are keen to 
continuously elevate the bank-
ing experience we offer to our 
customers and support them 
achieve their long-term objec-
tives,” he said.

the all-new QIB Mobile 
app offers easy-to-use English 
and arabic interfaces, secure 
and smart biometric login, 
self-registration, smart short-
cuts, and a combo navigation 
panel that allows customers 
to find all the offered products 
and services in simple steps 
and get the help they need 
quickly within the app for a 
seamless and intuitive cus-
tomised experience.

any transaction can now 
be completed within a few 
steps and customers will get 
the benefits of the advanced 
and secured data systems to 
avoid filling or re-entering 
pre-registered information.

QIB launches Qatar’s first ‘Growing Deposit’ on mobile app

Tribune news neTwork
Doha 

MInIStEr of Commerce and 
Industry HE Sheikh Moham-
med bin Hamad bin Qassim 
al thani visited a number of 
centres to assess the ministry’s 
readiness for the FIFa World 
Cup Qatar 2022.

the minister checked the 
progress in the FIFa World 
Cup Qatar 2022 Food Security 
Emergencies Follow-up Centre, 
specialised in following up the 
operational processes to sup-
ply the local markets with food 
and consumer items during the 
tournament. this is part of min-
istry’s keenness to devise the ap-
propriate scenarios to address 
potential challenges throughout 
the tournament, by streamlining 
communication mechanisms be-
tween national companies, local 
factories, and goods suppliers, 
with sales   outlets.

the ministry’s efforts also 
seek to enhance the response 
to inventory shortages at sales 
outlets and the three central 
markets, in addition to testing 
immediate response plans for 
any emergency, assessing the 
readiness of all concerned par-
ties in terms of handling various 
scenarios, assuring the under-
standing and awareness of joint 
plans, as well as defining roles 
and responsibilities.

the visit also entailed an ex-
planation of the role of the emer-
gency committee to ensure the 
import and flow of food and sub-
sidized goods, which was formed 
under Ministerial resolution no 
(52) of 2022.

the said committee handles 
securing all local market needs, 
namely food and consumer 
goods, and ensures access to all 
the supply sources and avail-
able alternatives. Moreover, it 
provides the appropriate condi-
tions for importing, unloading, 
clearing, storing, and distribut-
ing goods, in addition to follow-
ing up market developments and 
their supply and demand trends.

It also protects competition 
and prevents monopolistic prac-
tices. the Emergency Commit-
tee also takes on risk manage-
ment, as well as showcasing the 
plans of all major entities and 
companies to meet local market 
needs in terms of main food and 
consumer goods.

the visit featured a briefing 
on the work plan of the field 
control teams affiliated to the 
Emergency Committee aimed 
at ensuring the import and flow 
of foodstuffs and catering items. 

Moreover, he viewed the results 
of the inspection campaigns 
conducted on all commercial 
establishments, namely major 
outlets, grocery outlets, restau-
rants, cafes, cafeterias, and ho-
tels.

the said campaigns seek 
to ensure the availability of all 
consumer goods and services, 
deter monopolistic practices, 
monitor prices, and crack down 
on violations pertaining to the 
infringement of the World Cup 
logo intellectual property rights 
before, during, and after host-
ing the tournament.

the FIFa World Cup Qatar 
2022 Services Centre was also 

inspected, in addition to check-
ing the workflow therein.

the Services Centre aims 
at streamlining the registra-
tion and commercial licens-
ing procedures, facilitating the 
establishment of companies 
concerned with World Cup 
projects, and provide a variety 
of quick services that accom-
modate all investor and  dealer 
needs.

Moreover, the Services Cen-
tre speeds up transactions that 
include the various outlets at the 
ministry and also contributes to 
the registration of World Cup 
intellectual property marks.

at the conclusion of the visit, 

the minister praised the efforts 
exerted to ensure the ministry’s 
readiness in preparation for 
this tournament. Moreover, the 
minister called for further in-
creasing efforts to contribute to 
the success of this global event 
and ensure it duly reflects Qa-
tar’s position as a leading global 
destination at various levels.

Qatar pays great attention 
to the national Food Security 
Strategy in constant pursuit of 
enhancing the state’s strategic 
reserves and food security.

Qatar has always been in 
a leading position in terms 
of food security indicators in 
the region. this reflects the 

State’s wise leadership’s vi-
sion, underlying the proactive 
contingency plans, the citizen 
support programs, and the 
investment in crop storage, 
improving roads and ports, 
irrigation infrastructure, di-
versifying international trade 
partners and trade routes, and 
increasing domestic produc-
tion capacity for the key per-
ishable commodities.

Moreover, the State has ex-
panded and modernized the 
logistical infrastructure in its 
ports and warehouses and in-
creased reserves of a wide range 
of basic foodstuffs in retail 
stores across Qatar.

minister makes inspection 
visit to FIFa World Cup Qatar 
2022 food security centres Agencies 

LonDon 

OPEC reduced its forecasts for 
global oil demand again as the 
group implements production 
cutbacks aimed at keeping mar-
kets in balance.

Due to a weaker economic 
backdrop and China’s strict an-
ti-Covid measures, the Organi-
zation of Petroleum Exporting 
Countries lowered estimates 
for the amount of crude it will 
need to pump this quarter by 
520,000 barrels a day, follow-
ing a similar-sized downgrade a 
month ago.

this means the supply 
cut of 2 million barrels a day 
agreed by the group and its al-
lies last month -- drawing fierce 
criticism from US President 
Joe Biden -- should bring out-
put down to levels that balance 
markets, even if the reductions 
are not fully implemented, the 
report indicated.

“the significant uncertainty 
regarding the global economy, 
accompanied by fears of a glob-
al recession, contribute to the 
downside risk for lowering glob-
al oil demand growth,” OPEC’s 
Vienna-based research depart-
ment said in its monthly report. 
China’s Covid-zero policy “adds 
to this uncertainty.”

Biden slammed Saudi ara-
bia and its partners after they 
announced the cuts last month, 
accusing riyadh of endangering 
the global economy and abetting 
fellow OPEC+ member rus-
sia in its invasion of Ukraine by 
keeping oil prices high.

Market trends since then 
have given OPEC’s decision 
some vindication, with prices 
remaining broadly steady near 
$95 a barrel even as demand 
signals gyrate. While China -- 
the world’s biggest oil importer 
-- has amended some restric-
tions aimed at eliminating Covid 
outbreaks, the government says 
these are a refinement and not 
relaxation of its policy.

Saudi Energy Minister 
Prince abdulaziz bin Salman, 
speaking at the COP27 climate 
talks in Egypt, reiterated last 
week that the OPEC+ alliance 
will remain “cautious” in its pro-
duction policy.  

World markets have been 
in surplus for much of this year, 
with the daily supply excess bal-
looning to 1.1 million barrels last 
quarter. the average overhang 
for the year will be 300,000 
barrels a day, according to the 
report. OPEC expects that it 
will need to pump an average 
of 28.92 million barrels a day of 
crude to satisfy demand during 
the fourth quarter, it said.

Opec cuts 
oil demand 
outlook as it 
starts to curb 
production

Minister of Commerce and Industry HE Sheikh Mohammed bin Hamad bin Qassim Al Thani visited a number of centres to assess the ministry’s 
readiness for the FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022.
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Thara’a draw: Dukhan 
Bank names winners 
of November draw

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

DUKHAN Bank customers Ab-
dulla Al Badi and Hissa Al Sada 
have won QR10,000 each in 
the latest round of the bank’s 
Thara’a raffle draw, which also 
saw several others winning 
QR5,000 each.

Thara’a is the bank’s Shari-
ah-compliant savings account, 
which rewards its customers 
through raffle draws held on 
monthly, quarterly and annual 
basis.

The monthly draw rewards 
two customers with QR10,000 
each and several dozens with 
QR5,000 each. 

The latest winners of 
QR5,000 are: Leen Ziab, Noora 
Al-Mulla, Jaber Al-Braid, 
Jassim Fakhroo, Hamad Al-
Raeissi, Latifa Al-Bahr, Saeed 
Almarri, Mhaned Dalol, Farhan 
Khan, Essa Al-Emadi, Hay-
tham Alahmed, Abdulkarim Al-
Komah, Zahirah Ansari, Fahad 
Al-Zeyara, Mohammed Abdel-
salam, Abdul Razak Julailati, 
Yousef Dashti, Tariq Al-Abdul-
la, Abdul Karim Muhammed, 
Turki Al-Subaey, Ali Al-Mo-
hammadi, Nuha Taha, Yousuf 
Al-Yousuf, Abhilash Bhadran, 
Ahmad Al-Kuwari, Muhammed 
Fariz, Ajay Kotian, Aimee Ma-
ranan, Kamla Al -Sulaiti, Ab-
dulrahman Alyafei, Sumaya 
Al-Suwaidi, Ayda Alkaabi, 
Umber Hassan, Mohammed 
Al-Mannai, Ahmad Al-Malki, 
Mohamed Abdelrahman, Emad 

Daher, Mohamed Alzokari, 
Hessayen Al-Khayarin, Fahim 
Zeb, Malek Almoustafa, Janino 
Bautista, Abdulaziz Alyafei, 
Hirok Dutta, Saad Al-Marri, 
Akram Saad, Ahmed Al Yafeai, 
Khalid Alobaidli, Shaikha Al-
Saai, Divya Merchant, Khalid 
Al-Sulaiti, Aimen Mohammed, 
Hamad Al-Ansari, Aida Abid, 
Samya Mohammad, Zied Ab-
dalrahim, Ashraf Elayan, Saeed 
Alkhelaifi and Saad Shaaban.

The draw was conducted 
under the supervision of a 
representative of the qualita-
tive license and market control 
department at the Ministry of 
Commerce and Industry.

Every quarter, the 
draw picks two winners for 
QR25,000 each and two oth-
ers for QR50,000 each. An-
nually, the draw picks one for 
the grand prize of QR1 million. 
Altogether, the draws pick 501 
winners for rewards worth 
QR3.79 million in a year.

Coupled with cash prizes 
and a reward scheme, Thara’a 
is a product full of value-added 
benefits and services. Thara’a 
offers account holders access 
to Dukhan Bank’s innovative 
banking channels. Customers 
can learn about the many ben-
efits of Thara’a savings account 
by visiting Dukhan Bank’s web-
site, www.dukhanbank.com, or 
by calling the Contact Centre on 
800 8555 or asking ‘Rashid’, its 
virtual assistant, on the website, 
mobile app or via WhatsApp on 
44100 888.

United Shipping to facilitate two other MSC cruise ships that will soon join World Europa for WC duties

Use of MSC World Europa 
as floating hotel facilitated 
by United Shipping Agency

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

UNITED Shipping Agency, a 
subsidiary of Qatari Investors 
Group Marine Services (QIG 
Marine Services), has facilitat-
ed the use of cruise ship MSC 
World Europa as a “floating ho-
tel” during the FIFA World Cup 
to accommodate fans.

The luxury cruise ship ar-
rived in Qatar a few days ago 
and is docked at the Grand 
Terminal in Doha, where it will 
house football fans from No-
vember 19 to December 19.

With a length of 333 me-
tre, a width of 47 metre and 22 
decks, MSC World Europa is 
one of the world’s largest cruise 
ships and a modern floating 
hotel, which can accommo-
date 6,700 World Cup fans 
with 2,626 cabins and 40,000 
square metres of public space. 
It also offers seven swimming 
pools, 13 whirlpools and the 
most luxurious yacht club, 
which includes public spaces, 
outdoor areas and new suites.

To commemorate the 
event, a Crest Exchange Cere-
mony was held by MSC aboard 
the vessel. 

The Executive Director of 
Qatari Investors Group Marine 
Services, Shan Mathews, and 
the Director of United Ship-
ping Agency, Krishna Nair pre-
sented the crests to the Master 
of MSC World Europa, Captain 
Marco Massa.

Shan Mathews said, “QIG 
Marine Services is extremely 
proud to be associated with 
MSC World Europa’s maiden 
call to Doha Port, which dem-
onstrates the strong commit-

ment of MSC’s relationship 
with Qatar and we deeply re-
spect. We look forward to the 
success of the Naming Cer-
emony of MSC World Europa 
that took place on November 
13, 2022, which is going to be 
a mega event attended by some 
of our most esteemed guests. 

“United Shipping Agency, 
the nominated Marine Services 
Agent of MSC Cruises in Qatar, 
is privileged to be associated 
with MSC Cruises, comple-

menting MSC Cruises’ exper-
tise with our commitment to 
excellence in service delivery 
and client satisfaction,” he 
added.

“We would like to  take this 
opportunity to thank all the 
involved parties, who worked 
tirelessly, efficiently and suc-
cessfully to attend to MSC 
World Europa at Doha Port,” 
he concluded. 

Two other MSC cruise 
ships —Poesia and Opera — 

will soon join World Europa 
for World Cup duties in Qatar. 
United Shipping Agency will 
facilitate this as well. MSC Po-
esia docked at the Doha Port 
on Monday, and MSC Opera is 
expected to reach Qatar within 
this week, taking the combined 
capacity of the three ships to 
13,000 guests.

The World Europa cruise 
is the company’s largest, most 
sustainable, and the first ship 
powered by liquefied gas.

Executive Director of QIG Marine Services Shan Mathews and Director of United Shipping Agency Krishna 
Nair exchange the crests with Master of the Vessel Captain Marco Massa.

India, Cambodia to start direct air linkages to boost tourism
ANI

INDIA and Cambodia have 
decided to start direct air link-
ages between the two countries 
with impetus on tourism after 
the COVID-19 pandemic hit the 
sector.

“We are trying to start di-
rect air linkages between India 
and Cambodia which would 
give a great impetus to tourism. 
When there are direct flights, 
people would love to come and 
see Angkor Wat and Cambodi-
ans would love to see the land 
of Buddha,” said Devyani Kho-
bragade, India’s Ambassador to 
Cambodia.

What the Taj Mahal is to In-
dia, Angkor Wat is to Cambodia. 

The city of Angkor is also home 
to the UNESCO World Heritage 
site, Angkor Wat. Angkor is one 
of the most important archaeo-
logical sites in South-East Asia.

Angkor Wat is a temple 
complex in Cambodia and one 
of the largest religious monu-
ments in the world.

Regarding Vice Presi-
dent Jagdeep Dhankar’s visit 
to Cambodia to attend the 
ASEAN-India Commemora-
tive Summit and the 17th East 
Asia Summit, Khobragade said, 
“VP’s first official visit abroad is 
to Cambodia. India in Cambo-
dia is celebrating 70th anniver-
sary of our bilateral relations.
We have been trying to increase 
institutional linkages in various 
sectors.We signed four MoUs 

during the visit.” “The agree-
ment is between Cambodia’s 
External Affairs Ministry and 
the Government of India. In-
dia will give USD 70000 for 
the project for funding the lo-
cal body APSARA, which will be 
doing the restoration work, “ DS 
Sood a conservation expert who 
is associated with the ongoing 
Archaeological Survey of India’s 

restoration work at the famed 
Ta Prohm Temple in Angkor 
Wat told ANI.

India has been for long asso-
ciated with the restoration work 
of temples in Cambodia.

Meanwhile, another MoU 
that was signed on the sidelines 
of the ASEAN Summit was be-
tween the IIT, Jodhpur, and the 
Institute of Technology, Cam-
bodia in the field of Research, 
Development, and Application 
of Technology for Digital Docu-
mentation of Cultural Heritage.

A third MoU was signed in 
the field of health and medicine 
between the Ministry of Health 
and Family Welfare of India and 
the Ministry of Health, Cambo-
dia.

Another agreement signed 

was regarding the reintroduc-
tion of tigers in Cambodia 
between the Ministry of Envi-
ronment, Forests and Climate 
Change, India and the Minis-
try of Environment, Cambodia 
for Cooperation in Biodiversity 
Conservation and Sustainable 
Wildlife Management.

“We will start with capacity 
building of the tiger ecosystem 
in Cambodia followed by the 
transfer of tigers. Third MoU in 
the area of digital conservation 
of cultural heritage between 
IIT Jodhpur and the Institute 
of Tech of Cambodia. It would 
help in mapping temples of In-
dian origin in Cambodia,” said 
Khobragade.

“The fourth one is for the 
restoration of Ramayana murals 

in Wat Bo, it is a living pagoda 
in Siem Reap. This is part of our 
preservation of the Ramayana 
trail from India to South East 
Asia,” added Khobragade.

India is funding the conser-
vation work of ancient Rama-
yana-based murals in Angkor 
Wat’s Wat Raja Bo Pagoda in 
Cambodia’s cultural town of 
Siem Reap.

The murals depict the In-
dian cultural impact on Cambo-
dian society.

The Financing Agreement 
on Conservation and Preser-
vation of Wat Raja Bo Pagoda 
Paintings is one of the four 
agreements signed today be-
tween India and Cambodia - in 
the fields of culture, wildlife and 
health.

Devyani Khobragade, India’s  
Ambassador to Cambodia

Qatar Insurance Group announced as a sponsor of 2023 Samla Race
TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK

DOHA

THE Qatar Insurance Group 
has been announced as one 
of the official sponsors of 
the fifth edition of the Samla 
Race, an annual 200-km run 
through the desert of Qatar 
over three days.

The announcement was 
made at a press conference at-
tended by members of Samla’s 
organizing committee headed 
by Khalid bin Ibrahim Al Su-
laiti and QIC Group’s Sheikh 
Saud bin Khalid bin Hamad 
Al Thani, at the Cultural Vil-
lage Foundation (Katara) on 
Monday.

Sheikh Saud thanked Ka-
tara and the organizing com-
mittee while underscoring the 
tangible positive impact of the 
Samla Race on the Qatari so-
ciety. 

“Qatar Insurance Group 
is delighted to be one of the 
official sponsors of the fifth 
edition of the Samla race. 
For, it embodies the values 
ingrained in the mission and 
culture of QIC Group and for 
the opportunity it offers us to 
highlight the prominent role 

Qatar occupies in the world of 
sports. We are excited to see 
our athletes take on this chal-
lenge and we look forward to 
stellar performances inspired 
by a spirit of competition and 
sportsmanship.

“Samla is more than just a 
sporting tournament; the race 

reflects the resilience and de-
termination of our people and 
has become a source of inspi-
ration for all Qataris. Conse-
quently, this sponsorship is 
a great source of pride and 
satisfaction to all of us at QIC 
Group.” 

Khalid bin Ibrahim Al Su-

laiti expressed his gratitude to 
all the sponsors and acknowl-
edged the support being ex-
tended by the QIC Group.

Samla is a sporting event 
that requires endurance and 
perseverance as it is held on 
difficult and remote desert 
tracks that require high levels 

of athletic skills and abilities 
such as running, swimming, 
archery, rowing, and moun-
tain biking. 

The annual race, which 
takes place in March, sees 
young Qataris with high ath-
letic skills compete in cover-
ing a distance of about 200 

kilometers. It was announced 
that the new edition will ex-
tend from Al Thakhira area 
to Al Shahaniya area, where 
the contestants will take on 
six new endurance challenges 
across Qatari desert tracks. 

Qatar Insurance Company 
(QIC) is a publicly listed com-
posite insurer with a consist-
ent performance history of 
over 50 years and a global un-
derwriting footprint. Founded 
in 1964, QIC was the first do-
mestic insurance company in 
the State of Qatar. 

Today, QIC is the market 
leader in Qatar and a domi-
nant insurer in the GCC and 
MENA regions. QIC is one of 
the highest rated insurers in 
the Gulf region with a rating 
of A/Stable from Standard & 
Poor’s and A (Excellent) from 
A.M. Best. 

QIC is also the first and 
best digital insurance com-
pany in Qatar and the larg-
est insurance company in the 
MENA region by gross written 
premium, profitability, and 
total assets. It is listed on the 
Qatar Stock Exchange and has 
a market capitalization in ex-
cess of QR7.8 billion.

The announcement was made at a press conference attended by members of Samla’s organiz-
ing committee headed by Khalid bin Ibrahim Al Sulaiti and QIC Group’s Sheikh Saud bin Khalid 
bin Hamad Al Thani, at the Cultural Village Foundation (Katara) on Monday. Sheikh Saud bin Khalid bin Hamad Al Thani
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THE MENA region witnessed 
524 deals worth $55.2 billion 
during the first nine months of 
the year, according to the lat-
est EY MENA M&A Insights 
report.

Rising inflationary pres-
sures, dampening economic 
demand and global market dis-
ruptions resulted in moderate 
growth in deal activity of 6 per-
cent year-on-year (YoY) while 
deal value slipped by 23% over 
the same period last year.

According to the report, 
domestic deals were the main 
driver of activity in the region, 
contributing 51 percent and 33 
percent of the total M&A deal 
volume and value respectively 
over the nine-month period.

M&A activity involving pri-
vate equity (PE) or sovereign 
wealth funds (SWF) accounted 
for 35 percent and 38 percent 
of the total deal volume and 
value respectively across the 
nine months. The report re-
vealed that cross-border deals 
made up 49 percent and 67 per-
cent of total volume and value 
respectively over the period. 
While government-related en-
tity (GRE)-involved deals to-
taled $21 billion in the first nine 
months of 2022, accounting for 
38 percent of the total disclosed 
deal value.

EY MENA Strategy and 
Transactions Leader Brad 
Watson says, “Although we are 
living in uncertain economic 
times, the MENA region con-
tinues to record higher M&A 
activity, fueled by expected eco-
nomic growth through higher 
oil prices and an acceleration 
in business-friendly reforms. 
Technology is driving a large 
number of deals, reflecting the 
rising digital transformation 
across industries in the region.”

The top five MENA target 
countries by deal value were 
UAE, Egypt, Saudi Arabia, Mo-
rocco, and Oman

The United Arab Emirates 
(UAE) remained at the fore-
front of the MENA region, with 
155 deals signed worth $17.2 
billion in the first nine months 
of 2022. This was followed by 
Egypt with 99 deals worth $3.9 
billion, Saudi Arabia with 58 
deals worth $3.4 billion, Mo-
rocco with 22 deals worth $1.9 

billion, and Oman, where 10 
deals have been inked with a to-
tal value of $0.7 billion.

Overall top five subsectors 
in the MENA region, by deal 
value, include transportation, 
real estate, consumer products, 
technology, and banking and 
capital markets.

EY Head of MENA M&A 
and ECM Leader Anil Menon 
said, “What is interesting from 
these latest results is the in-
creasing M&A activity, not just 
emanating from traditional 
markets such as the UAE and 
Saudi Arabia, but also from oth-
er countries across the MENA 
region, namely Egypt, Moroc-
co, Qatar, and Oman. Higher 
crude oil prices, combined with 
favorable regional government 
initiatives in attracting invest-
ments to the region and MENA 
investors looking for futuristic 
investment opportunities in 
foreign markets will be the ma-
jor drivers of M&A activity in 
the region going forward.”

Domestic M&A activity saw 
a slight dip of 3 percent in the 

first nine months of 2022, with 
268 deals signed, compared to 
275 deals for the correspond-
ing period last year. The value 
of deals also dropped, by 48 
percent, amounting to $18 bil-
lion, compared to $34.6 billion 
in the opening nine months of 
2021. Excluding the deal in-
volving the acquisition of utili-
ties and power assets of Aramco 
by Air Products and Chemicals 
worth $12 billion in the first 
nine months of 2021, the deal 
value went down by 20 per-
cent in the first nine months of 
2022.

Egypt witnessed a surge 
of 37 percent in domestic deal 
activity in terms of deal vol-
ume in the first nine months 
of 2022. The Egyptian govern-
ment’s decision to sell several 
state-owned industries to help 
its struggling economy has at-
tracted Gulf investors into the 
region.

Over the nine-month pe-
riod, Ghitha Holding agreed 
to acquire Tamween Manage-
ment for $2.4 billion; Dubai 

Creek Harbour was acquired 
by Emaar Properties in a deal 
worth $2.042 billion; Q Hold-
ing acquired Reem Invest-
ments for $1.6 billion; Saudi 
Arabia’s Public Investment 
Fund acquired a 16.8 percent 
stake in Kingdom Holding 
Company for US$1.5 billion; 
and International Holdings 
Company, Alpha Dhabi Hold-
ing acquired a 17 percent stake 
in Aldar Properties for $1.452 
billion.

Acceleration in business-
friendly reforms, rising oil 
prices, and the easing of gov-
ernment travel restrictions re-
sulted in higher inbound deal 
volume in the MENA region, 
with 119 deals in the first nine 
months of 2022 compared with 
105 deals in the corresponding 
period of the previous year.

The UAE continued to be 
the favored investment desti-
nation in the first nine months 
of 2022 with 62 deals worth 
$7.4 billion, supported by the 
reforms to strengthen its busi-
ness environment, attract for-

eign investment, and incen-
tivize companies to set up or 
expand their operations.

The technology sector wit-
nessed the highest deal activity 
in terms of deal volume and out 
of 37 technology deals, 23 deals 
were flowing into the UAE, 
reflecting the regional gov-
ernment’s appetite for digital 
transformation

Entities based in the United 
States of America (USA) led the 
deal activity in the region, in 
terms of volume, taking part in 
around 30 percent of inbound 
activity with a particular focus 
on technology-related invest-
ments. 

Canada, however, took the 
top spot in value of four deals 
worth $5.7 billion, largely driv-
en by the $5 billion deal signed 
in June by Caisse de Depot et 
Placement du Quebec to ac-
quire a 22 percent stake in Je-
bel Ali Free Zone, a 22 percent 
stake in National Industries 
Park, and a 22 percent stake in 
Jebel Ali Port.

The top five subsectors by 

deal value were other transpor-
tation ($5 billion), power and 
utilities ($1.7 billion), technol-
ogy ($1.5 billion), chemicals 
($0.6 billion), and consumer 
products ($0.4 billion).

In the opening nine months 
of 2022, the region saw 137 out-
bound deals, which amounted 
to $27.2 billion in comparison 
with 113 deals totaling $11.9 
billion in the first nine months 
of 2021. The UAE continues to 
witness the highest number of 
outbound deals, led by tech-
nology, professional firms and 
services, and real estate, which 
contributed to 43 percent of the 
total outbound deal volume.

The UAE saw the largest 
outbound deal, signed in May, 
as Emirates Telecommunica-
tions Group Company acquired 
a 9.8 percent stake in the UK’s 
Vodafone Group in a deal 
worth $4.398 billion.

The top five outbound tar-
get subsectors by deal value 
were telecommunications 
($4.4 billion), power and utili-
ties ($4.4 billion), media and 
entertainment ($3.5 billion), 
chemicals ($3.2 billion), and 
airlines ($2.2 billion).

The report by EY summa-
rises and tracks announced 
M&A activity in the MENA 
market with MENA being de-
fined and limited to Algeria, 
Bahrain, Egypt, Iraq, Jordan, 
Kuwait, Lebanon, Libya, Mo-
rocco, Oman, Palestinian ter-
ritories, Qatar, Saudi Arabia, 
Sudan, Syria, Tunisia, the UAE 
and Yemen. Transactions less 
than $5 million and a 5 percent 
stake are not considered in the 
analysis.

MENA records 524 M&A deals worth 
$55.2 bn in first nine months of 2022

Jeff Bezos says he will give 
away most of his fortune

AGENCIES

AMAZON founder Jeff Bezos said he 
will give away the majority of his wealth 
during his lifetime, becoming the latest 
billionaire to pledge to donate much of 
his vast fortune.

Bezos, whose “real-time” worth 
Forbes magazine estimates at roughly 
$124.1 billion, made the announce-
ment in a joint CNN interview with 
his girlfriend Lauren Sanchez that was 
released on Monday. The billionaire 
didn’t specify how - or to whom - he will 
give away the money, but said the cou-
ple were building the “capacity” to do it.

“The hard part is figuring out how to 
do it in a levered way,” Bezos said dur-
ing the interview. “It’s not easy. Build-
ing Amazon was not easy. It took a lot of 
hard work and very smart teammates. 
And I’m finding - and Lauren’s finding - 
that philanthropy is very similar. It’s not 
easy. It’s really hard.”

Bezos had been criticized in the 
past for not signing the Giving Pledge, 
the campaign launched by Bill Gates, 
Melinda French Gates and Warren Buf-
fet to encourage billionaires to donate 

the majority of their wealth through 
philanthropy. His ex-wife McKenzie 
Scott signed that pledge in 2019 and has 
since emerged as a formidable force in 
the world of philanthropy, showering 
charities throughout the country with 
unexpected - and often secretive - con-
tributions. In the past three years, she’s 
given more than $12 billion to historical-
ly Black colleges and universities, wom-
en’s rights group and other nonprofits.

Bezos, who divorced from Scott in 
2019, stepped down as Amazon CEO 
last year to devote more time to philan-
thropy and other projects. Among other 
donations, he’s pledged $10 billion to 
fight climate change as part of his Bezos 
Earth Fund initiative. Last year, he gave 
$510.7 million to charity, according to 
The Chronicle of Philanthropy.

On Saturday, Bezos and Sanchez 
announced they will give a no-strings-
attached $100 million grant to singer 
Dolly Parton, who’s been praised for 
her philanthropic work that helped cre-
ate the Moderna vaccine for COVID-19. 
Bezos had given a similar grant to chef 
José Andrés and CNN commentator 
Van Jones last year.

Elon Musk pay package at 
Tesla challenged in court

AGENCIES

TESTIMONY began Monday in a 
Delaware courtroom where Tesla 
shareholders are challenging a 
compensation plan for CEO Elon 
Musk potentially worth more than 
$55 billion.

The lawsuit alleges that the 
performance-based stock option 
grant was negotiated by a compen-
sation committee and approved 
in 2018 by Tesla board members 
who had conflicts interest due to 
personal and professional ties to 
Musk.

The lawsuit, filed in 2018, also 
alleges that the shareholder vote 
to approve that compensation was 
based on an incomplete and mis-
leading proxy statement.

The first witness called to testi-
fy was Ira Ehrenpreis, a prominent 
venture capitalist and longtime 
friend of Musk who chaired Tesla’s 
compensation committee when the 
grant was formulated.

Under the plan, Musk stands to 
reap billions if the electric car and 
solar panel maker hits certain mar-
ket capitalization and operational 
milestones. For each of 12 mile-
stones, Musk, who already owned 
about 22% of Tesla when the plan 
was approved, would get stock 
equal to 1% of outstanding shares 
at the time of the grant. Musk’s 
interest in the company would 
grow to about 28% if the compa-
ny’s market capitalization grew by 
$600 billion.

Each milestone in the plan in-
cludes growing Tesla’s market cap-
italization by $50 billion and meet-
ing aggressive revenue and pretax 
profit growth targets. Musk would 
receive the full benefit of the pay 

plan, $55.8 billion, only if Tesla hit 
a market capitalization of $650 bil-
lion and unprecedented revenues 
and earnings within a decade.

To date, Tesla has achieved 
all 12 of the market capitaliza-
tion milestones and 11 operational 
milestones, resulting in the vest-
ing of 11 of the grant’s 12 tranches 
and providing Musk over $52.4B 
in stock option gains, according 
to the lawsuit. Since the grant was 
awarded, Tesla’s market capitaliza-
tion has increased from $53 billion 
to more than $690 billion, having 
briefly hit $1 trillion early this year.

Shares of Tesla Inc. have been 
battered this year, like all au-
tomakers, due to a mix of backed-
up supply chains and soaring infla-
tion. Tesla shares have fallen 46% 
this year. Shares of Ford and GM 
have fallen around 31%.

But the Austin, Texas, com-
pany earned $5.5 billion in 2021, 
blowing away the previous year’s 

profit of $721 million, and it pro-
duced a record 936,000 vehicles, 
nearly double what the company 
rolled off the assembly line in 
2020.

Ehrenpreis testified that much 
of Tesla’s success has been the re-
sult of Musk’s leadership, which 
he said combined bold vision with 
“a maniacal focus on execution.

“He has both a bold vision, but 
he has been as hard working a CEO 
as there can be,” Ehrenpreis said.

Under questioning from de-
fense attorney Evan Chesler, 
Ehrenpreis described the nearly 
yearlong process under which he 
and other directors discussed and 
developed the compensation plan 
with the help of legal advisers and 
independent consultants, and in-
put from major institutional in-
vestors.

Ehrenpreis described the mile-
stones in the plans as “extraordi-
narily ambitious and difficult.” 

Amazon founder Jeff Bezos

The lowdown
● Top five MENA target 
countries by deal value were 
UAE, Egypt, Saudi Arabia, 
Morocco, and Oman

● Domestic deals driving 
M&A activity in the region, 
making up more than half of 
deal volume in the first nine 
months of the year

● Deal activity fuelled by 
business-friendly reforms, 
rising oil prices, and the 
easing of government travel 
restrictions
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Harry Kane believes England 
are no longer scared of admit-
ting they can win the World 
Cup, where he thinks the Three 
Lions’ poor form may work in 
their favour.

Gareth Southgate’s side 
reached the 2018 World Cup 
semi-final and lost on penalties 
to Italy in the Euro 2020 show-
piece in what was England’s 
first major final in 55 years.

But they head to Qatar 
for the 2022 World Cup short 
of form after being relegated 
from the top tier of the Nations 
League following three draws 
and three losses in Group a3.

Southgate’s team have not 
won since a 3-0 friendly victory 
over Ivory Coast in March, but 
captain Kane says the Three Li-
ons will not shy away from out-
lining their hopes of lifting the 
World Cup.

“We have to believe we can 
win it,” the Tottenham striker 
told Sky Sports. “I look back at 
England 10, 15 years ago and it 
was almost [like] we were scared 
to say we wanted to win it.

“I think one of the big shifts 
that we’ve made over the last 
four or five years with Gareth is 
not being afraid to say that.

“Look, we’re going to this 
tournament to win it because 
we believe we can. It’d be wrong 

to think otherwise. What’s the 
point of going to a World Cup 
and not believing that you can 

bring the trophy home?” 
Pressure has mounted on 

Southgate after a dismal Na-

tions League showing, yet Kane 
says the winless run has low-
ered expectations and may help 

England in their November 21 
opener against Iran.

“The first game’s really im-

portant, for sure,” Kane added. 
“Of course it hasn’t been the 
greatest period in a long time 
for England. Since Gareth took 
charge – we haven’t had a spell 
like we’ve had.

“But in a way, before a ma-
jor tournament that can be a 
really good thing because it 
allows you not to be carried 
away, or even the media or the 
press to get carried away.” 

as for the fitness of Kane, 
who has been ever-present 
for Tottenham in the Premier 
League, the 29-year-old be-
lieves the mid-season tour-
nament will help him hit the 
ground running.

“For sure, I’d rather be going 
into it playing loads of games 
where you feel match fit,” he 
continued. “Sometimes after 
the season in the summer you 
have a break and then you have 
to gear back up to play and you 
haven’t played a lot of games.

“you can try and train as 
much as you can but the bot-
tom line is you need to be ready 
to have all your energy ready 
for the game, and that’s what 
I’m trying to do.

“I think major tournaments 
test you the most in terms of 
the high pressure. Playing for 
England is always high pres-
sure but in a major tourna-
ment there’s always that added 
incentive.”

England no longer scared of saying 
we can win the World Cup: Kane

Hosts Qatar will kick off the 
2022 World Cup against  

Ecuador on 20 November

Netherlands return to the  
tournament after failing  
to reach Russia 2018

senegal will hope to emulate 
their run to the quarter-finals 
in 2022

Group A is headed up by the 
host nation and brings together 
teams from four continents. 
Netherlands are returning to 
the World Cup after failing to 
qualify for the tournament in 
2018, having finished in  
third place in 2014 and as 
runners-up in 2010.
 
Ecuador are contesting their 
fourth World Cup, while Senegal 
are competing for the second 
consecutive tournament after 
beating Egypt in a dramatic 
penalty shootout in qualifying. 
Aliou Cisse’s side will be looking 
to repeat their best-ever show-
ing in 2002, when they reached 
the quarter-finals.  
Qatar, meanwhile, are compet-
ing in their first ever World Cup. 

Group A - Teams 
QATAR 
Players to watch: Almoez Ali 
(centre forward), Akram Afif 
(forward)  
Coach: Felix Sanchez  
How they got there: Qualified 
as host nation  
Record in World Cup: Making 
their debut in 2022

ECUADOR 
Players to watch: Enner  
Valencia (forward), Moises 
Caicedo (midfielder), Piero  

Hincapie (defender)  
Coach: Gustavo Alfaro  
How they got there: Finished 
fourth in South American  
section 
Record in World Cup: 2002 
(group stage), 2006 (last 16), 
2014 (group stage)  
Moises Caicedo: We want the 
whole world to be talking  
about Ecuador

SENEGAL 
Players to watch: Edouard 
Mendy (goalkeeper), Sadio 

Mane (forward), Kalidou  
Koulibaly (defender)  
Coach: Aliou Cisse  
How they got there: Finished 
first in Africa’s Group H then 
overcame Egypt on penalties in 
the knockout stage after a 1-1 
draw over two legs. 
Record in World Cup: 2002 
(quarter-finals), 2018  
(group stage)  
Aliou Cisse: Senegal will leave 
our mark at this World Cup

NETHERLANDS 
Players to watch: Virgil van 
Dijk (defender), Frenkie de Jong 
(midfielder), Memphis Depay 
(forward)  
Coach: Louis van Gaal 
How they got there: Finished 
first in Europe’s Group G  
Record in World Cup: 1934 
(group stage), 1938 (last 16), 

1974 (runners-up), 1978 
(runners-up), 1990 (last 16), 
1994 (quarter-finals), 1998 
(semi-finals), 2006 (last 16), 
2010 (runners-up), 2014  
(third place)

Group A - Fixtures 
Qatar v Ecuador 
Date: 20th November 
Time: 1900 (Doha time) 
Stadium: Al Bayt  
Head-to-head: One victory for 
Qatar, one victory for Ecuador, 
one draw

Senegal v Netherlands 
Date: 21st November 
Time: 1900 (Doha time) 
Stadium: Al-Thumama 
Head-to-head: Never played 
each other before

Qatar v Senegal 
Date: 25th November  
Time: 1600 (Doha time) 
Stadium: Al Thumama 
Head-to-head: Never played 
each other before

Netherlands v Ecuador 
Date: 25 November  
Time: 1900 (Doha time)  
Stadium: Khalifa International  
Head-to-head: One victory for 
Netherlands, one draw

Netherlands v Qatar 
Date: 29th November 
Time: 1800 (Doha time)  
Stadium: Al Bayt  
Head-to-head: Never played 
each other before

Ecuador v Senegal  
Date: 29th November  
Time: 1800 (Doha time)  
Stadium: Khalifa International  
Head-to-head: Two victories  
for Senegal.

Germany can make it to World Cup semi-finals, says Poland’s Lewandowski
dPA

POLaNd striker robert Le-
wandowski spent 12 years play-
ing in Germany and believes 
the German team can reach the 
semi-finals at the FIFa World 
Cup Qatar 2022.

It all kicks off on Sunday 
and while Germany are not 
among the favourites for many 
pundits, Lewandowski says you 
can never discount the four-
times winners.

“Germany have a good mix 
of older and young players. 
They have been in good form 
recently and can definitely get 
to the semi-finals. and when 
you are in the semi-finals, any-
thing can happen. The German 
team will be dangerous,” the 
34-year-old told Kicker maga-
zine on Monday.

The now Barcelona striker 
won a treble at Bayern under 
now Germany coach Hansi 
Flick in 2020.

“I know Hansi Flick is a 
great coach, with him Germany 
can achieve a lot at this World 
Cup.” 

Lewandowski was more re-
served about the chances of his 
Poland team.

They have been drawn into 
a difficult group alongside ar-
gentina, Mexico and Saudi ara-
bia in the first ever November 
and december tournament.

“Every game will be tough,” 
said Lewandowski, who ex-
pects a very physical tourna-
ment. The players are in the 
middle of their rhythm.

“Teams will play with more 
risk because the gap between 
the first and last group game is 
very short.”

Tottenham Hotspur’s English striker Harry Kane looks on during the English Premier League match between Tottenham Hotspur and Leeds United 
at the Tottenham Hotspur Stadium in London on Sunday. (AFP)

 I look back at England 10, 15 years 
ago and it was almost [like] we were 
scared to say we wanted to win it. I think 
one of the big shifts that we’ve made over 
the last four or five years with Gareth 
(Southgate) is not being afraid to say that.

Star England striker Harry Kane

Argentinian forward Lionel Messi on his arrival in Abu Dhabi along with 
Angel Di Maria and Parabes on Monday. 

Messi arrives at Argentina’s  
pre-World Cup base in Abu Dhabi

dPA

arGENTINa captain Lionel 
Messi has arrived at the team’s 
pre-World Cup training base in 
abu dhabi.

Photographs on social me-
dia showed the 35-year-old 
being welcomed with warm 
embraces on Monday. He was 
carrying utensils for his belov-
ed mate tea in one hand.

Messi played 75 minutes 
for Paris Saint-Germain in a 
5-0 win over auxerre at the 
Parc des Princes on Sunday. 
He had previously been forced 

to rest for one game due to an 
achilles tendon injury.

argentina play a friendly on 
Wednesday against the United 
arab Emirates before their 
World Cup opener in Qatar 
against Saudi arabia on Nov 22.

Mexico and Poland are 
the other group opponents for 
the albiceleste, who won the 
Copa america last year and are 
among the favourites in Qatar.

Messi, one the greats of the 
game, has never won the World 
Cup and came closest in 2014 
when argentina lost the final to 
Germany.

Mainz’ German forward Jonathan Burkardt (R) celebrates with Mainz’ 
German defender Alexander Hack after scoring the 1-0 goal during the 
German first division Bundesliga match against Eintracht Frankfurt in 
Mainz, Germany, on Sunday. (AFP)

 The German team  
will be dangerous.

Robert Lewandowski

EvErything you nEEd to KnoW about group a

Qatar forward Akram Afif.

5 Days to go

tuESday, novEMbEr 15, 2022

The first thing that I said was I wanted  to be at a 
World Cup. I remember days where there was no fans 
in stadiums and now it’s sold out even before a game 
was announced. So, it’s just amazing, the whole group 
is in a good place. – Christian Eriksen of Denmark



Lopetegui wants Jimenez fit and 
firing for Wolves after World Cup

(PA MediA/dPA)
london

New wolves boss Julen Lopetegui has 
told Raul Jimenez to think about club over 
country. The former Real Madrid man-
ager wants the Mexico striker playing for 
wolves when he returns from the world 
Cup.

Jimenez has not featured for wolves 
since August as he struggles with a groin 
injury.

The 31-year-old spent three weeks in 
Mexico last month as part of his rehabilita-
tion and has been linking up with the na-
tional team, although he was at Molineux 
to watch wolves’ 2-0 defeat by Arsenal on 
Saturday. Mexico’s final world Cup squad 
has not yet been confirmed.

with wolves bottom of the Premier 
League having scored just eight goals, Lo-
petegui is concerned about Jimenez’s situ-
ation.

“I have spoken with Raul, I am worried 
about him because he doesn’t play a min-
ute with his team, wolves,” he said.

“we need all of them but we need Raul 
fit and the best version. I hope he will come 
back here in this way. The most important 
thing is not the world Cup, it’s wolves. I 
respect the decision of the player and the 
coach but above all for me it’s wolves.

“The goals are about the team, when 
you play well you have more chances. The 
first aim is to improve all of the team.

“I believe if we improve the perfor-
mances we will have more chances in 
each match. The players we have are able 
to score more. we are not happy with the 
numbers and we have to improve.” Lo-
petegui has signed a three-year deal after 
wolves first tried to appoint him in 2016, 
before he became Spain boss, and he ini-
tially turned them down in October over 
concerns with his father’s health.

He said: “Six years ago I had a possibil-
ity to be here. Now I am here, it is the right 
moment. I want to be here and I want to be 
in the Premier League. I know it’s not the 
best situation but we are sure we are going 
to change by working very hard in the next 
month.

“I believe in the players, in the club and 
together we can have a good future. when 
I was free they wanted me to come here, 
a month ago, but I had a family problem. 
They respected that, now fortunately my 
situation is better. I am very happy it’s hap-
pened and I’m here.” The ex-Sevilla boss is 
also intent on adding reinforcements to the 
squad in January.

Wolverhampton striker Raul Jimenez

PA MediA/dPA
london

CRISTIANO Ronaldo claims he 
has been “betrayed” by Man-
chester United and believes 
they are trying to force him out 
of the club.

The Portugal star said that 
head coach erik ten Hag and 
others want him out of Old Traf-
ford, in excerpts of a 90-minute 
interview with Piers Morgan 
Uncensored, which will be 
broadcast this week on TalkTV.

when asked if United’s hi-
erarchy were trying to force him 
out of the club, Ronaldo said: 
“Yes, not only the coach, but an-
other two or three guys around 
the club. I felt betrayed.” when 
quizzed again if senior club 
executives were trying to oust 
him, the 37-year-old said: “I 
don’t care. People should listen 
to the truth.

“Yes, I felt betrayed and I 
felt like some people don’t want 
me here, not only this year, but 
last year too.” Ronaldo said he 
did not respect boss Ten Hag, 
admitting: “I don’t have respect 
for him because he doesn’t show 
respect for me. If you don’t have 
respect for me, I’m never gonna 
have respect for you.” 

A statement from the club, 
released on Monday, read: 
“Manchester United notes the 
media coverage regarding an 
interview by Cristiano Ronaldo. 
The club will consider its re-
sponse after the full facts have 
been established.

“Our focus remains on pre-
paring for the second half of 

the season and continuing the 
momentum, belief and together-
ness being built among the play-
ers, manager, staff, and fans.” 
Ronaldo refused to come on as 
a substitute in last month’s win 
over Tottenham, leading to him 
being banished from the squad 
for the subsequent trip to Chel-
sea, although he then returned to 
the fold.

The Portuguese, who was 
heavily linked with a move away 
from Old Trafford in August, also 
hit out at former United team-
mate wayne Rooney over criti-
cism he had received for refusing 
to come on against Spurs.

writing in The Sun newspa-
per, Morgan revealed Ronaldo 
said: “I don’t know why he criti-
cises me so badly...probably be-
cause he finished his career and 
I’m still playing at a high level.

“I’m not going to say that I’m 

looking better than him. which 
is true...” He also claimed Unit-
ed had not progressed as a club 
since the retirement of Alex Fer-
guson in 2013.

Ronaldo, who played under 
Ferguson for six years during his 
first spell at United before join-
ing Real Madrid in 2009, said: “I 
don’t know what is going on, but 
since Sir Alex Ferguson left I saw 
no evolution in the club, the pro-
gress was zero.

“For example, we have an 
interesting point that how the 
club as Manchester United, after 
(they) sack Ole (Gunnar Solsk-
jaer), they buy - they bring (in), 
sports director Ralf Rangnick, 
which is something that nobody 
understands.

“This guy is not even a coach. 
A bigger club like Manchester 
United brings (a) sports direc-
tor - surprised not only me but all 

the world, you know.
“Nothing changed. Surpris-

ingly. Not only the pool, the 
jacuzzi, even the gym...even 
some points, the technology, the 
kitchen, the chefs, which is, I ap-
preciate, lovely persons.

“They stopped in a time, 
which surprised me a lot. I 
thought I will see different 
things...different, as I mentioned 
before, technology, infrastruc-
ture.

“But, unfortunately, we see 
many things that I used to see 
when I was 20, 21, 23. So, it sur-
prised me a lot.” Former Liver-
pool defender and TV analyst 
Jamie Carragher feels Ronaldo 
is trying to engineer his exit from 
Old Trafford.

“He wants to be sacked, I 
think that’s obvious,” Carragher 
told Sky Sports News.

“He told the club in the sum-
mer he wanted to leave so I’m not 
sure where this disrespect comes 
from erik ten Hag, I just don’t 
get this at all. I think he’s disre-
specting Man United and erik 
ten Hag.

“He wanted to leave in the 
summer, which is football, 
these things happen, There 
were no takers, because maybe 
of his wages, maybe at a price 
Manchester United wanted, 
and I think he knows that’s go-
ing to be the same in this next 
transfer window or maybe the 
following summer.

“I think he’s now basically 
trying to be sacked or allowed 
to leave on a free by the club 
because that’s the only way he’s 
going to get out.” 

Cristiano Ronaldo says he feels 
betrayed by Manchester United

Ghana take just one Germany
based player to Qatar

dPA
Berlin

GHANA coach Otto Addo has 
named Freiburg’s Daniel-Kofi 
Kyereh as the only Germany-
based player in his country’s 
world Cup squad.

The 26-year-old midfielder 
was among the 26 players an-
nounced by former Bundes-
liga player Addo in Accra on 
Monday. Christopher Antwi-
Adjei from Bochum and Kwasi 
wriedt from Holstein Kiel did 
not make the squad.

Reading defender Abdul-
Rahman Baba, who formerly 
played for Augsburg and Schal-
ke, will be in Qatar.

The Black Stars are led by 
top player Thomas Partey from 
english league leaders Arsenal 
and young star Mohammed 
Kudus from Ajax Amsterdam.

Ghana, whose best world 
Cup showing was reaching the 
quarter-finals in 2010, face 
Portugal, Uruguay and South 
Korea in Qatar and have a 
warm-up friendly against Swit-
zerland on Thursday.

Tribune news neTwork
doha

AUSTRALIA legend Tim Cahill 
is expecting Brazil to claim a 
record sixth title at this year’s 
FIFA world Cup in Qatar.

Cahill recently gave his 
world Cup predictions to the 
Supreme Committee for De-
livery & Legacy (see gallery be-
low for full details). As well as 
backing Brazil to beat Belgium 
in the final, Cahill believes 
Australia will enjoy their most 
successful tournament in his-
tory by reaching the quarter-
finals after an upset win over 
Argentina in the last 16.

“I hope Australia can make 
it because you want your coun-
try to do well,” said Cahill, who 
appeared in four world Cups. 

“If we stop Lionel Messi, we 
can beat Argentina and go 
through.”  

Cahill, Australia’s record 
goal scorer, sees African teams 

performing well at Qatar 2022, 
with reigning African Cup 
of Nations holders Senegal 
reaching the semi-finals be-
fore falling to Brazil. “when 

you look at Cameroon, Senegal 
and Ghana, they’ve got a lot of 
world-class players playing in 
some of the biggest leagues in 
the world and they’re constant-
ly producing talent. For Afri-
can teams to break the mould 
and battle it out to win a world 
Cup would be pretty special.” 

Qatar Legacy Ambassador 
Cahill also expects the Middle 
east and Arab world to be rep-
resented in the knockout stages 
by host nation Qatar and Saudi 
Arabia. Cahill is backing the 
Maroons to claim a surprise vic-
tory over england in the last 16.

Former everton star Cahill 
said: “I played in england, but 
I live in Qatar and I work at 
Aspire Academy, so this is an 
emotional pick to go with the 
underdog.” Cahill anticipates a 
mouthwatering final between 
Brazil and Belgium at the spec-
tacular 80,000-capacity Lusail 
Stadium on 18 December.

“I’m a big fan of Belgium, 
both the squad and the man-
agement, but when you come 
up against Brazil, they’re prob-
ably one of the strongest teams 
in the world and have the big-
gest chance of winning this 
world Cup,” said Cahill.

Brazil have the biggest chance of winning: Cahill
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Qatar Legacy Ambassador Tim Cahill was the first Australian to score at a 
FIFA World Cup, scored in three World Cups (2006, 2010, 2014) and has 
scored the most goals by any Australian in the World Cup with five goals.

Australia legend 
also expects 

Socceroos to make 
history at FIFA 

World Cup  
Qatar 2022

A file photo of Portugal’s forward Cristiano Ronaldo warming up prior 
the UEFA Nations League, league A, group 2 match at the Municipal 
Stadium in Braga. The 37-year-old Portuguese player will be in Qatar  
for his fifth FIFA World Cup, the last chance to win a world title. (aFP)

Qatar to take on Saudi in 
WAFF U-23 final today

Tribune news neTwork
Jeddah

TeAM Qatar will shake hands 
with hosts Saudi Arabia in the 
final clash of 2022 west Asia 
U23 Football Championship at 
King Abdullah Sport City Sta-
dium in Jeddah on Tuesday.

Most notably, Team Qatar 
reached the final of west Asia 
U23 Football Championship 

after beating  Syria  6-5  in a 
penalty shoot-out in the semi-
finals game,  following a 0-0 
draw at  Prince Abdullah Al 
Faisal Stadium on Saturday.

Likewise,  hosts Saudi 
Arabia have reached the fi-
nal of the 2022 west Asian 
Football Federation U-23 
Championship following a 2-1 
comeback victory over Oman 
on Saturday.

Gladbach’s Thuram added to France 
World Cup squad, Kimpembe out

dPA
Paris 

BORUSSIA Mönchengladbach 
forward Marcus Thuram has 
been added to the France world 
Cup squad, the federation an-
nounced on Monday, with de-
fender Axel Disasi also replacing 
the injured Presnel Kimpembe.

Coach Didier Deschamps 
named 25 players last week but 
has decided to also call-up the 
25-year-old Thuram with 26-
man squads allowed in Qatar.

Thuram, son of France 
1998 world Cup winner Lilian, 
has four caps and is among six 
Bundesliga players in the world 
champions’ squad.

Paris Saint-Germain de-
fender Kimpembe had hoped 
to shrug off an Achilles tendon 
injury but has now had his place 
taken by Monaco’s Disasi. Fel-
low defender Raphaël Varane 

is in contrast carrying an injury 
into the tournament.

France look to repeat their 
2018 triumph starting with 
Group D games against Austral-
ia on November 22, Denmark 
(November 26) and Tunisia (No-
vember 30).

Squad: Goalkeepers: Al-
phonse Areola, Hugo Lloris, 
Steve Mandanda Defenders: 
Lucas Hernandez, Théo Her-
nandez, Axel Disasi, Ibrahima 
Konate, Jules Kounde, Benja-
min Pavard, william Saliba, 
Dayot Upamecano, Raphaël 
Varane Midfielders: eduardo 
Camavinga, Youssouf Fofana, 
Mattéo Guendouzi, Adrien Ra-
biot, Aurélien Tchouameni, 
Jordan Veretout Forwards: Ka-
rim Benzema, Kingsley Coman, 
Ousmane Dembele, Olivier Gir-
oud, Antoine Griezmann, Kylian 
Mbappe, Christopher Nkunku, 
Marcus Thuram



PepsiCo is Qatar Football Association’s 
official beverage partner for World Cup

Tribune news neTwork
Doha

The Qatar Football Associa-
tion (QFA) and PepsiCo, the 
region’s largest food and bever-
age company, have announced 
a new partnership that will see 
PepsiCo become the Official 
Beverage Partner of both the 
Qatar National Football team 
and Qatar National Under-23 
Football team. 

As the Official Beverage 
Partner, PepsiCo’s brands, 
Aquafina and Gatorade, will 
support players every day with 
the latest innovation in sports 
and hydration – providing 
them with refreshing beverages 
to maintain performance and 
aid recovery, both on and off 
the field.

Through the world’s num-
ber one sports drink*, Gato-
rade will provide access to its 
elite portfolio of sports fuel 
products. 

Through PepsiCo’s mineral 
water brand, Aquafina will pro-
vide players with the ultimate 
hydration. 

Aamer Sheikh, CeO, Pep-
siCo – Middle east said, “Qatar 
has the world’s most popular 
sport in the hearts and minds 

of people, now more than ever. 
This partnership with Qatar 
Football Association allows us 
to take PepsiCo’s long-standing 
relationship with great football 
to another level. 

“Through the power of our 
brands, we’re not only provid-
ing access to our refreshing 
portfolio, but also celebrating 
local pride with the launch of 
an innovative new Pepsi An-
nabi grape cola in the team’s 
colors. 

“As a longtime partner of 
the game, we look forward to 
offering hydration solutions, 
while bringing passionate fans 
exciting and engaging content, 
products, and experiences – 
taking them closer to the game 
they love.” 

Mansoor Al Ansari General 
Secretary of Qatar Football As-
sociation commented, “We are 

delighted to partner with Pep-
siCo as part of a multi-faceted 
relationship that will unlock 
hydration solutions for our 
team and bring a new level of 
fan engagement to the Qatar 
community. 

“PepsiCo are a highly re-
spected and recognised brand 
throughout the region and 
globally, and to have them as 
our Official Beverage Partner, 
is an important piece of busi-
ness in our long-term market-
ing objectives. 

“We also want to thank the 
Pepsi team for encapsulating 
our team’s spirit and honoring 
local pride through the launch 
of their innovative Pepsi An-
nabi. 

“We look forward to devel-
oping a strong relationship that 
will benefit our players, staff 
and fans through their exciting 

products and activation plans.”
To celebrate the partner-

ship, Pepsi reveals an all-new 
product innovation – Pepsi 
Annabi, limited-edition grape 
cola. Tapping into the exhilara-
tion of the sport, the devotion 
of the QFA fans, and the mo-
mentous glamour of the game 
– Pepsi is turning its iconic 
drink into the Qatar team’s 
colors and introducing a new 
Grape flavor, offering consum-
ers a thrilling burst of grape 
flavor with a sweet, crisp taste.

As part of the launch, the 
brand also unveils a catchy 
twist to the QFA celebratory 
Annabi song – symbolizing 
the region’s diverse and rich 
culture and inviting everyone 
to cheer on the thirst for local 
pride.

PepsiCo has cultivated a 
legacy of celebrating sports 
throughout the region and 
globally with its refreshing 
effervescent beverages and 
the crunchiest flavor-packed 
snacks. As part of its long-
standing commitment to con-
nect people from all over the 
world through their passion for 
football – Pepsi will also unveil 
additional consumer engage-
ment opportunities football-
themed activity, including the 
Qatari footballers starring in a 
Pepsi Annabi brand-led video 
and local fan activations and 
much more.

Makana 360 & TOD  
collaborate for consumer  
behaviour analysis during 

FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022

MAkANA 360, a data driven 
communications consulting 
firm, has signed a partnership 
agreement with TOD, beIN 
Media Group’s leading OTT 
platform for a comprehensive 
consumer behaviour analysis 
during the FIFA World Cup Qa-
tar 2022 streamed exclusively 
on TOD for the MeNA region. 

Using Buraq, an AI-enabled 
technology, Makana 360 will 
conduct massive brand listening 
and monitoring activities to bet-
ter understand the digital pres-
ence and performance of TOD. 

Using its innovative and 
unique interface, Makana 360 
will collect and analyse millions 
of public online conversations 
across social media, news web-
sites, blogs, forums, and offline 
media in 187 languages, includ-
ing Arabic. Its AI enabled anal-
ysis will reflect real-time fan 
sentiment towards their teams 
at all stages in the tournament 
as well as predict match results. 

Speaking of the partner-

ship John-Paul Mckerlie, VP 
for Marketing and Sales at TOD 
said: “TOD is all about extend-
ing an immersive streaming 
experience for our viewers. Our 
partnership with Makana 360 
is a step further in this direc-
tion, wherein we will be leverag-
ing their innovative and unique 
scoring tool that analyses mil-
lions of public online conversa-
tions to predict football matches 
results. These will be shared 
with viewers on a real-time basis 
to ensure that they do not miss 
out the sentiments of millions 
of FIFA World Cup fans across 
the globe. We will further use 
the consumer analysis provided 
by Makana 360 to enhance the 
platform and our offerings for 
future consumption.” 

Abdurrahman Al husami, 
CeO at Makana 360, comment-
ed: “We are proud to collaborate 
with TOD to help it stay ahead in 
a competitive market and rap-
idly changing digital landscape.  
Analysing consumer behaviour 
using social listening and AI-en-
abled technologies has become a 
crucial and integral part in help-
ing brands understand consum-
ers’ conversations about their 
products and services, and to 
meet their needs and demands.”
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With the FiFA World Cup 
only days away, the 
Supreme Committee 

for Delivery & Legacy, in close 
collaboration with FiFA, is wrap-
ping up preparations for the 
tournament and the legacy it will 
deliver. in this new series, Mak-
ing history, here’s a focus on the 
work of Qatari employees who 
have played a key role in the 
SC’s journey. Fatma Al Nuaimi, 
Executive Director, Communica-
tions & Media, who joined the 
SC from iCt Qatar in 2012 talks 
about the journey.

Tell us about your background 
and growing up in Qatar.
I come from a football family. 
My dad – ali al Nuaimi – was 
an ambassador and a big 
football fan. My uncle was one 
of the founding members of 
Qatar Sports Club. The mo-
ment people see my name, they 
automatically know I’m a Qatar 
Sports Club fan. 

Where did you go to university 
and what were your aspirations 
growing up?
I studied English language and 
literature at Qatar University. 
I also did my Masters there. 
Growing up, I was inspired by my 
dad, so international relations 
and languages interested me. 
however, technology was my 
main interest. It’s everywhere 
and you can see how it’s improv-
ing people’s lives.
one event that inspired me 
when I was younger was the 
asian Games in Doha. I at-
tended the opening and fol-
lowed all the news about it. I 
was too young to be part of the 
workforce but I wished I was 
involved. I felt it was a missed 
opportunity – I wish I had vol-
unteered or done something to 
support it. however, it inspired 
me to volunteer for future sport-
ing events. I met people through 
volunteering at sporting events 
who I now work with at the SC. 
Like everyone, I never thought 

the World Cup would be hosted 
here – so it feels like we have 
been given a golden opportunity 
to work on something even big-
ger than the asian Games.

Tell us about your career. 
I started my career with ICT Qa-
tar in 2007. at the time, Qatar 
was booming and a lot of enti-
ties were being established as 
the country was looking to move 
away from oil and gas. I started 
with the information security 
team, specifically communica-
tions and outreach. at this time, 
technology was being adapted 
for different sectors, like health 
and education. our work helped 
to open up the market and es-
tablish a whole new ecosystem. 
Later I worked in the ICT and 
society department.
one person who inspired me 
was her Excellency hessa al 
Jaber, the former Minister for 
Information Communications 
& Technology. She made sure 
we – as fresh graduates – were 
involved in everything. If there 
was a board meeting or strategy 
session, she would have young 
people there to see how deci-
sions are made. She wanted us 
to understand every part of the 
business. She helped us all to 
understand the bigger picture.  

Where were you when Qatar 
won the bid to host the World 
Cup and how did you feel?
We had a family gathering and 

were all watching TV. I cried 
after the announcement. I had 
feelings of pride and happiness. 
I was also thinking of my dad, 
who had passed away earlier 
that year. I wished I could tell 
my dad we had won the bid.
Winning was a dream. I knew it 
was something big. Even if we 
didn’t win, the fact we put our-
selves out there, it was still an 
achievement. But winning was 
amazing. It was unimaginable 
for so many people. 

How keen were you to be 
involved in the delivery of the 
tournament?
Very keen. I remember at that 
time, Qatar was also bidding to 
host the 2020 olympics and 
there was a competition run by 
the bid committee to design a 
website for Doha 2020. You had 
to come up with ideas, function-
ality, innovation. My friend and 
I partnered up and we man-
aged to win. There were more 
than 2,000 applications from 
across the region and the final 

was at Katara, with hE Sheikha 
al Mayassa on the jury. That 
gave us both a bit of profile. We 
won QaR 100,000 and got to 
engage with the bid team. Qatar 
didn’t win the bid in the end but 
that experience was so valu-
able. after we won, a colleague 
at the SC called me and asked 
me to come for an interview for 
the Legacy department. 

Tell us about your career  
with the SC.
I was involved in social and 
human legacy projects when I 
joined. I worked on the Josoor 
Institute project and was 
involved in setting it up. I helped 
to develop the Challenge 22 
innovation competition – which 
was similar to the competition I 
won with my friend. There, I had 
been on the receiver side, so I 
knew how we could work with 
businesses to build the project. 
I was also involved in strategy 
before moving to Communica-
tions. Now, I have a much wider 
scope: digital, content, media 

relations, community engage-
ment, ambassadors and much 
more.  Working in legacy – from 
the stage where our ideas were 
only on paper – has helped me 
a lot in my current role. Knowing 
the strategy makes the projects 
easier to communicate about. 
That’s been the great bridge 
between my roles at the SC. 

What are your favourite memo-
ries of your time at the SC?
There are so many – it’s hard 
to pick one. a few days ago, we 
had a meeting with the whole 
team and it was wonderful to 
see everyone all ready for the 
tournament. When I look back 
over the last 10 years, no mat-
ter how beautiful our stadiums 
are or the other facilities, it all 
comes down to people. and see-
ing everyone there – like-minded 
and with the same spirit – I 
could see we are heading in the 
right direction. It was a proud 
moment and emotional because 
it is the final chapter. I could see 
everyone is unified. Everyone at 

the SC is like a second family 
to me. I always try to have close 
connections to my team. 

How will you feel when the 
opening match kicks off at  
Al Bayt Stadium?
I will feel it’s real – and at that 
moment I’ll try and catch my 
breath. Right now, we’re just 
waiting for the fans to come and 
enjoy themselves. Everything is 
ready – and when the tourna-
ment finally kicks off, I will be 
emotional. I’m sure I will be 
proud too.

And what about the final at 
Lusail Stadium – how will you 
feel when the trophy is lifted  
on 18 December?
I’ll be filled with pride but at the 
same time I won’t be able to 
believe it’s the end. We’ve been 
working on the same project for 
the last 10 years and there will 
be mixed emotions. Delivering a 
World Cup is not a normal busi-
ness. It’s 24/7, it’s demanding, 
there’s pressure. I’m not sure 
how I’ll go back to a quiet life.

What’s next for you – in 2023 
and beyond?
I think I’ll have a holiday first 
and then focus on telling the 
story of Qatar 2022. as a com-
munications team, we will have 
a lot of work to do. We need to 
look at the sustainability of the 
event, the economic impact and 
narrate the story of how the 
World Cup will boost Qatar long 
into the future. There will still 
be plenty of work for us to do 
next year. 
For me, I love to be involved in 
transformational projects. Qatar 
has changed so much in recent 
years. So many things have 
opened. People will see the fan 
experience and entertainment 
options during the World Cup, 
and these things will continue 
to enhance the community 
and quality of life in Qatar. It’s 
crucial we keep working hard to 
develop our country. (SC)

Understanding the legacy has helped me tell the 
story of Qatar’s World Cup: SC’s Fatma Al Nuaimi

When the tournament finally 
kicks off, I will be emotional. 
I’m sure I will be proud too. 
We’ve been working on the 
same project for the last  
10 years and there will be 
mixed emotions.  
Delivering a World Cup is 
not a normal business.  
It’s 24/7, it’s demanding.

Fatma Al Nuaimi, Executive Director, Communications & Media, Supreme Committee for Delivery & Legacy.

● Qatar Football 
Association and PepsiCo 
sign partnership agreement 
to bring thirst-quenching 
PepsiCo products to  
Qatar’s national teams

● As an ode to the 
partnership, Pepsi reveals 
an all-new innovative Pepsi 
Annabi grape flavoured  
cola, representing the  
QFA colours, along with a 
catchy twist on the QFA 
celebratory Annabi song

● QOD will utilise AI-enabled 
Buraq by Makana 360  
to monitor and analyse 
millions of online 
conversations in real time 



Badr Al Darwish on FEI’s  
Solidarity Committee

QNA

The President of the Qa-
tar equestrian Federation & 
Modern Pentathlon (QeFMP) 
Badr Al Darwish was elected 
as a member of the Solidarity 
Committee of the International 
equestrian Federation (FeI) 

during the FeI General Assem-
bly held in Cape Town, South 
Africa recently.

The Qatar equestrian Fed-
eration participated in the 
General Assembly of FeI, and 
the delegation included the 
QeFMP President Badr Al Dar-
wish and QeFMP Sexretary-
General Sheikh Ahmed bin 
Noah Al Thani.

Al Darwish thanked the 
members of the FeI General 
Assembly for electing him and 
reposing their confidence in the 
role played by the Qatar eques-
trian Federation in the region 
and the Asian continent for the 
development and advancement 
of equestrianism, pointing out 
that Qatar has in recent years 
supported world equestrianism 
by hosting many major cham-
pionships in the world.
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Nadal’s hopes of claiming top spot hit by loss in ATP Finals opener
PA MediA/dPA

London 

RAFAel Nadal’s chances of 
finishing the year ranked world 
number one suffered a major 
blow with a straight-sets loss 
to debutant Taylor Fritz in his 
opening match at the ATP Fi-
nals in Turin.

Nadal began the event 1,000 
points behind his fellow Span-
iard Carlos Alcaraz, who is miss-
ing the tournament through 
injury, but now will have to win 
the title to overtake him.

his more immediate aim 
will be to raise his level in his 
second group match against 
Felix Auger-Aliassime after an 
error-strewn performance in 
a 7-6 (3), 6-1 loss to American 
Fritz.

The first set was high qual-
ity but Nadal, who also lost 
his opening match at the Paris 
Masters last week and has not 

tasted victory since the third 
round of the US Open more 
than two months ago, faded 
badly in the second.

It was a fine performance 
from Fritz, though, with the 
25-year-old claiming a second 
victory of the season over Na-
dal after also beating him in 
the final in Indian Wells in the 
spring.

Nadal, who has been spend-
ing time at home with his new-

born son, said: “I don’t think 
I was getting in the right posi-
tions in the first set. I think that 
my serve worked well, then he 
was hitting the ball very strong.

“I need more matches to 
play at this kind of level, even 
if I am practising well, much 
better than how I am compet-
ing, without a doubt. That’s 
normal.

“It’s not the ideal tourna-
ment and probably part of the 

season to come back after a 
couple of months without being 
on the tour because you don’t 
have time to get confidence.

“In this tournament I still 
have a chance. But of course 
I’m not happy about the begin-
ning. That first match was very 
important for me.” 

he will next face third seed 
Casper Ruud, who played his 
best match since losing his sec-
ond grand slam final of the year 
in New York to beat Auger-Ali-
assime 7-6 (4), 6-4.

Canadian Auger-Aliassime 
earned his first visit to the 
season-ending event thanks to 
a run of 16 straight victories 
and three consecutive ATP 
Tour titles in October and early 
November. But, in a contest 
largely dominated by serve, he 
was unable to find the same 
form and a single break in the 
seventh game of the second set 
proved enough for Ruud.

Spain’s Rafael Nadal reacts during his first round-robin match against 
USA’s Taylor Fritz at the ATP Finals in Turin on Sunday. (AFP)

FIFA World Cup Qatar will see highest levels 
of security and safety: ICSS chairman

TribuNe News NeTwork
dohA

QATAR has made exceptional 
preparations in terms of safety 
and security and has spared 
no effort in building compre-
hensive international coopera-
tion to ensure a seamless FIFA 
World Cup, top officials of the 
International Centre for Sport 
Security (ICSS), informed 
journalists on Monday. 
“With just a few days to go 
until the FIFA World Cup Qatar 
2022 kicks off, we are proud 
that Qatar is fully ready to host 
the tournament, which will bring 
millions of eyes and hundreds 
of thousands of international 
spectators, said Mohammed 
hanzab, Chairman of the ICSS.
“The ICSS has assisted the 
State of Qatar since the first 
beginning days when the nation 
was awarded the rights to host 
the FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022, 
becoming the first country in the 
Arab world and the Middle East 
to do so. Qatar has been able 
to capitalize on unique relevant 
expertise in the security field 
as one of the countries with the 
lowest crime rates in the world, 
and, at the same time, embrace 
the best practices developed in 
other countries, at all latitudes, 
who hosted major sporting 
events in the past,” hanzab 
added.
“The ICSS is confident that 
Qatar will deliver a safe and 
secure tournament for all par-
ticipants, thanks to the tireless 
efforts of its authorities and 
officers across these years of 
preparations. The world has 
changed so many times since 
the World Cup was awarded to 
Qatar, going through pandemics 
and international turmoil, but 
the Qatari authorities continued 
to work with vision, coordina-
tion, and a cooperation spirit 
which has integrated in the 
World Cup preparations stake-
holders across different nations 
and sectors, also including  
civil society,” ICSS CEo  
Massimiliano Montanari said.
They also answered questions 
in detail. Excerpts

Since its inception in 2010, 
what are the contributions and 
the role played by the ICSS 
in securing mega sporting 
events?
“Since inception, the ICSS, 
an international, not-for-profit 
organisation based in doha, 
has provided support for 
Sport Governing Bodies, Lo-
cal organising Committees, 
and sporting organisations at 
international, national and local 
levels, through stadium design, 
development of organisational 
structures, operational planning, 
training and education,” said 
Steven Fleming, head of Sport 
Event Security of the ICSS.
“We have developed the 
safety and security handbook 
and guidelines for global and 
continental sports federation, 
conducted country threat and 
risk assessments for interna-

tional tournaments and together 
with the United nations office 
of Counter Terrorism (UnoCT), 
in partnership with the United 
nations Interregional Crime 
and Justice Research Institute 
(UnICRI), the United nations Alli-
ance of Civilizations (UnAoC), 
the ICSS has been co-leading 
the Un Global Programme on 
the Security of Major Sporting 
Events and the Use of Sport to 
Prevent Violent Extremism.  We 
also participate in the activities 
of InTERPoL, Council of Eu-
rope, World health organiza-
tion (Who) and other relevant 
international cooperation 
mechanisms in the safety and 
security field.
In 2021, the ICSS, jointly with 
its Un partners, developed the 
Global Guide on the Security of 
Major Sporting Events recently 
translated into five official Un 
languages. The sporting bodies 
and organisations we work with, 
include, but are not restricted 
to, the Supreme Committee for 
delivery and Legacy (SCdL), 
FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 
(Q22), FIFA, Asian Football 
Confederation (AFC), Asean 
Football Federation (AFF) and 
the Confederation of African 
Football (CAF).
Before Q22, the ICSS has 
assisted the Japan olympic 
Committee (JoC) with regard 
to the security preparations of 
the 2020 Summer olympics in 
Tokyo and has been involved 
in the protection of the 2014 
FIFA World Cup in Brazil and 
the 2016 Summer olympics 
in Rio de Janeiro, alongside 
other events of continental and 
national dimension,” the ICSS 
head of Sport Event Security 
explained.

How did the ICSS plan to en-
sure security at the FIFA World 
Cup 2022. And is there any 
collaboration with the national 
entities at this level?
“Since 2013, it has been our 
great honour to have been a 
primary advisor and provider of 
technical assistance to SCdL 
and Q22 on safety and security 
for the FIFA World Cup Qatar 
2022. Throughout this time, we 
have delivered in excess of 100 
projects, the latest as recent as 
october 2022. These projects 
have spanned a full range of 
subjects from stadium safety 
and security design, developing 
a timeline of key deliverables, 
production of operational Con-
cepts of operations (ConoPS), 
safety and security operational 
planning documentation, poli-
cies, and procedures, through 
to training development and 
delivery for Ministry of Interior 
(MoI) Venue Commanders, 
Venue Safety and Security Man-
agers and Coordinators, Private 
Security officers, Supervisors, 
Chief Guards and Volunteers. 
We have advised upon ma-
jor event safety and security 
legislation, and undertaken 
observation programmes at 
several global sporting events 
and submitted learning and 

good practices from those 
events to integrate into opera-
tional planning for Qatar 2022. 
These projects not only cover 
stadium operations but also, 
transport, hotels, training sites, 
the International Broadcast 
Centre (IBC), the Main opera-
tions Centre (MoC) and FIFA Fan 
Festivals (FFF). We designed 
and developed a comprehensive 
Police Protective Security Advi-
sor training programme as well 
to develop an approach for the 
protection and management of 
crowded places city-wide.
Through these projects, the 
ICSS has greatly contributed to 
the protection of sporting com-
petition and non-competition 
venues, host nation vulnerable 
targets, Qatar’s citizens and 
residents, athletes and partici-
pating member associations, 
international partners, visiting 
fans and tourists,” Fleming said.

How does the ICSS foresee 
challenges of sports stadium 
safety and security during the 
World Cup?
“Since first being awarded the 
Tournament back in 2010, Qa-
tar has had an unprecedented 
amount of time to consult 
with and draw best practices 
from global safety and security 
experts in all aspects of major 
sporting event delivery. This has 
enabled Qatar to design and 
build stadiums with the safety 
and security of all attending 
or participating in the events, 

as a primary consideration. of 
course, Qatar has also been 
able to position these stadiums 
to make best use of its geogra-
phy and topography, again with 
safety and security considera-
tions paramount in their deci-
sion making. The development 
of supporting national infra-
structure, road networks and 
transport systems all support 
tournament requirements. Test-
ing and exercising of tourna-
ment systems through events 
such as the FIFA Club World 
Cups of 2019 and 2020, the 
AFC Champions League 2020, 
the FIFA Arab Cup 2021, as well 
as other International and local 
tournaments have all added to 
the learning and contributed to 
World Cup preparations in terms 
of operational planning, commu-
nications and coordination on 
local and international levels.
Qatar is no newcomer to hosting 
international sporting events, 
having previously hosted the 
Asian Games, the IAAF World 
Championships and internation-
al tournaments for a range of 
sports. Recently, Qatar hosted 
its first Formula 1 Grand Prix, 
and annually hosts diamond 
League Athletics, ATP Tennis 
Tournaments and the FIM Moto 
GP World Championship.
This is the first FIFA World Cup 
Tournament in history to be held 
with all 32 teams in one city. 
We are fully confident that Qatar 
will be able to successfully 
accommodate visitors includ-

ing national supporters, many 
with long standing rivalries who 
will be in the same place at the 
same time,” said the ICSS head 
of Sport Event Security.

What is the ICSS stand on the 
recent allegations by some 
news reports on Qatar’s ability 
to host a successful edition of 
the world Cup?
“Tournaments of this scale will 
always bring with them challeng-
es, also due to the development 
of new global scenarios; howev-
er, the training of Venue Man-
agement Teams, the operational 
planning, including incident 
management, crowd manage-
ment, contingency planning and 
staff training all based around a 
thorough threat and risk as-
sessment process, should leave 
us in no doubt that all stadium-
based challenges will be dealt 
with effectively, professionally 
and in line with the highest 
international standards in the 
field of safety, security and 
protection of individual liber-
ties. Qatar has one of the best 
airports in the World, capable of 
handling the influx of spectators 
on a daily basis, it has without 
doubt 8 of the best stadiums in 
the world supported by state-of-
the-art transport networks and 
a relatively new, but well tested 
public transport system.
Qatar has drawn upon the 
expertise of international 
partners, well versed in staging 
tournaments of this scale and 

has international assistance 
in its delivery of safety and 
security operations on land, 
sea, and air. 
Any country in the world would 
face challenges in delivering a 
FIFA World Cup with all teams in 
one city; with all the logistical 
challenges that brings com-
bined with the influx of visitors. 
There is no reason to believe 
that Qatar is any less able 
than any other city in the world 
to safely deliver a world class 
tournament,” said Fleming. 

How will all security agencies 
of the world coordinate and 
work during the World cup?
“From our experience with other 
major sporting events there will 
have been considerable coordi-
nation amongst all national and 
international government and 
security agencies.Also, the ICSS 
plays an important role in this 
regard, particularly through the 
global network of national Focal 
Points on Major Events Secu-
rity we have established jointly 
with the United nations as a 
mechanism to promote different 
forms of mutual assistance and 
support across nations. 
Coordination will undoubtably 
have taken place through inter-
national intelligence networks to 
identify and mitigate internation-
al threats and risks to the Tour-
nament. Through international 
law enforcement agencies such 
as InTERPoL (Project Stadia) 
and those of national policing 
agencies for the participating 
teams, intelligence and criminal 
data will have been shared and 
integrated into operational plan-
ning to ensure the safety and 
security of all who attend.
during the forthcoming tourna-
ment, Qatar will utilise its Interna-
tional Police Coordination Centre 
(IPCC) to facilitate the exchange 
of information between Qatar’s 
Police, InTERPoL and polic-
ing representatives of national 
teams’ home countries to ensure 
the safety of those attending. 
These national policing repre-
sentatives provide the expertise 
and advice on how to deal with 
spectators from their home coun-
tries,” he stressed.

What exactly would be ICSS’ 
role during Qatar World Cup?
“our main responsibility has 
been fulfilled during these years 
of preparation and hard work by 
all stakeholders involved. during 
the World Cup, the ICSS have 
been tasked by Q22 to conduct 
safety and security observations 
and evaluations in a number of 
stadiums, in order to identify 
and encourage, in real time, 
good practice and report upon 
areas where improvements can 
be made throughout the tourna-
ment. With are proud to also be 
assisting Q22 in preserving the 
safety and security legacy of the 
event, in terms of collating and 
analysing the work conducted 
in preparation and during FIFA 
World Cup Qatar 2022,” the 
ICSS head of Sport Event  
Security concluded.

Mohammed Hanzab, Chairman, 
International Centre for Sport 
Security (ICSS). 

ICSS CEO Massimiliano  
Montanari. 

Steven Fleming, Head of Sport 
Event Security, ICSS.

Badr Al Darwish, President, Qatar 
Equestrian Federation & Modern 
Pentathlon.
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The Amir His Highness Sheikh Tamim 
bin Hamad Al Thani on Monday 
visited the main command centre of 
the FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 at the 
Doha Exhibition Centre in Al Gassar 
area. HH the Amir was briefed on the 
FIFA main operations centre, the host 
country’s main operations command 
centre and the preparations and 
measures taken for the global sport-
ing event to ensure the achievement 
of the highest international standards 
in coordination and follow-up. HH the 
Amir met a number of senior officials 
from the Supreme Committee for 
Delivery and Legacy (SC) and FIFA. 
During the visit, HH the Amir was ac-
companied by Personal Representa-
tive of HH the Amir HH Sheikh Jassim 
bin Hamad Al Thani, Prime Minister 
and Minister of Interior HE Sheikh 
Khalid bin Khalifa bin Abdulaziz Al 
Thani, President of FIFA Gianni Infan-
tino and a number of sheikhs, minis-
ters and senior officials of the various 
concerned authorities. (QNA)

Qatar Airways flies Qatar 
National Football Team
and 140 FIFA Legends
to FIFA World Cup 2022

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

QATAR Airways (QA), the Official Airline 
of the Journey to the FIFA World Cup Qa-
tar 2022, has marked one week to go un-
til the greatest sporting show on Earth by 
flying the Qatar National Football Team 
back home. The World’s Best Airline will 
also fly 140 FIFA Legends to take part in 
the FIFA Fans and Legends tournament 
to be held at the FIFA Fan Festival in Al 
Bidda Park.

The reigning AFC Asian Cup cham-
pions arrived in Doha after completing a 
training camp in Spain, fully prepared to 
participate for their first time in the FIFA 
World Cup.  The Qatar National Football 
team will kick off its tournament play 
on November 20 in the opening match 
against Ecuador. The squad will also face 
other opponents in Group A, including 
Senegal and Netherlands.

Courtesy of QA, FIFA is reaching all 
ticket holders with a chance to play for 
their national fan team in the FIFA Fan 
Tournament. Ticket holders are required 
to join the airline’s Frequent Flyer pro-
gramme, Privilege Club, for a chance to 
win.

Qatar Airways Group Chief Executive 
Akbar Al Baker said: “Qatar Airways, the 
Official Airline of the Journey for the FIFA 
World Cup Qatar 2022, is all set to wel-
come fans from around the world to the 
State of Qatar. Football fever is in the air 
and this is the moment we have all been 
waiting for.

“This time next week, the first FIFA 
World Cup whistle will sound, marking 
the beginning of a truly extraordinary 
tournament that will be remembered for 
a lifetime. On behalf of the Qatar Airways 
Group, we are excited to welcome football 
fans on-board and at various key locations 

around the country.”
In time for the biggest sporting event 

in football, the World’s Best Airline has 
successfully completed the installation of 
a FIFA World Cup decal on 120 aircraft. 
The specially-branded aircraft include 
48 B777s, 31 B787s, 21 A320s, 12 A330s, 
and eight A380s. The airline also oper-
ates three specially-branded Boeing 777 
aircraft hand-painted in FIFA World Cup 
Qatar 2022 livery.

Football fans in Qatar during the tour-
nament are invited to visit the Qatar Air-
ways Skyhouse, located at the FIFA Fan 
Festival. It hosts a range of engaging ac-
tivities, including a unique zipline experi-
ence, a Neymar Jr interactive challenge, a 
swing photo booth, a face painting booth, 
a Qverse experience and much more.

Upon arriving to any of the eight sta-
diums on match day, guests are also in-
vited to enjoy various interactive football-
themed experiences and family-friendly 
games at QA’s stands in the Brand Activa-
tion Area.

QA has also partnered with social me-
dia platform 433 ‘The Home of Football’ 
for the duration of the tournament, and 
will be broadcasting content with football 
legends from an interactive studio situat-
ed in the Qatar Airways House, an invite-
only venue located in the city.

‘Home Grown’ initiative set in 
motion to shift people’s focus 
from consumption to production

QNA
DOHA

CHAIRPERSON of Qatar Museums 
HE Sheikha Al Mayassa bint Hamad 
bin Khalifa Al-Thani and Minister 
of Social Development and Family 
HE Mariam bint Ali bin Nasser Al 
Misnad launched the ‘Home Grown’ 
initiative on Monday with an exhibi-
tion at the Wadi Msheireb Station 
and M7 building in Msheireb Down-
town Doha.

The initiative, which originated 
from home for diversified produc-
tion, aims to establish a culture of 
sustainability, shift individuals from 
consumption to production, and de-
velop the productive families system 
within the State of Qatar. The aim is 
to enhance the efficiency of families, 
raise their productivity, and develop 
their skills by providing integrated 
services starting from the process of 
producing ideas to facilitating access 
to markets, in addition to changing 
the negative stereotype associated 
with productive families by launching 
this initiative under a new name and 
an attractive visual identity.

The production is divided be-
tween food, textile and craft prod-
ucts. This initiative came to change 
the name from productive families to 
a new name that keeps pace with the 
development and progress witnessed 
by the local market.

This initiative was launched at 
the first point of sale, which was 
launched in conjunction with the 
kick-off of the FIFA World Cup Qatar 
2022, through the exhibition, which 
focuses on highlighting the aesthetics 
of the Qatari product, as it contrib-
utes to enhancing the Qatari identity, 
and introducing the current genera-
tion to the heritage of handicrafts. 
This is done by integrating traditional 
designs of handicrafts and presenting 
them in a modern and contemporary 
way by a constellation of Qatari artists 
and designers in a number of artistic 
fields, including designs, fashion, 
jewellery, antiques and accessories, 
in addition to Sadu textiles, besides 
reviewing valuable art paintings.

More than 53 projects and Qatari 
designers are participating in artistic 
fields, in which the originality of the 
past and the modernity of the present 
have been combined, with the aim 
of promoting and encouraging small 
and micro-entrepreneurs.

The exhibition also includes in-
troductory workshops with the direct 
education system for Sadu crafts, 
writing in Arabic calligraphy and the 
way of making the Misbaha collec-
tion, in addition to paper money and 
pottery.

On this occasion, Minister of So-
cial Development and Family said 

that the Ministry, represented by 
the Department of Family Affairs, 
encourages and supports innovative 
and creative Qatari youth in all fields. 
The event is held in the framework 
of keenness to achieve the Ministry’s 
vision to direct the efforts of institu-
tions concerned with women and the 
family economically, encourage them 
to self-reliance, develop and imple-
ment projects to support and develop 
productive families through training 
and the provision of support services, 
as well as providing areas for market-
ing their products.

HE Mariam bint Ali bin Nasser 
Al Misnad considered this important 
initiative as one of the strategies of 
the Ministry of Social Development 
and Family to provide protection for 
some families that produce many 
local handicrafts and products. She 
stressed that the success of these 
projects pushes young entrepreneurs 
and families to repeat them and look 
for entrepreneurial ideas to develop 
them. Considering the participation 
of the Ministry in various activities 
during the FIFA World Cup Qatar 
2022 a great opportunity for families 
to showcase their home projects, and 
introduce guests to the most impor-
tant products that will carry the iden-
tity of “Home Grown”.

The initiative extends to include 
several participations in various parts 
of the country, aimed at defining the 
identity and presenting it to visitors 
and community members during the 
World Cup, and increasing the per-
centage of sales to beneficiaries, and 
its launch coincides with the Global 
Entrepreneurship Week, which the 
world celebrates from November 13 
to 19 every year.

In this context, the Ministry of 
Social Development and Family em-
phasised the important roles that 
young entrepreneurs can play in the 

development process, in addition 
to the great benefits of investing in 
youth initiatives to achieve sustain-
able development, and aims to moti-
vate Qatari youth to innovate, devel-
op their creative abilities and enable 
them to achieve the Qatar National 
Vision 2030.

The Ministry also seeks to unite 
efforts in order to enhance aware-
ness and knowledge among various 
members of the community and to 
work on concerted efforts to attract 
members of the community to par-
ticipate in such initiatives, raising 
awareness of social issues and con-
tributing to the revival of authentic 
Qatari heritage through handicrafts 
and fine arts.

The Social Development Centre 
(Nama), a Qatar Foundation partner, 
participated in the initiative “Home 
Grown” through organising the 
“Home Grown” Exhibition in coop-
eration with M7, Qatar’s new creative 
hub, established by Qatar Museums 
under the leadership of HE Sheikha 
Al Mayassa bint Hamad bin Khalifa 
Al-Thani.

M7 is committed to accelerat-
ing the growth of Qatar’s creative 
economy by providing guidance and 
opportunities for designers to build 
successful local and international 
businesses. It also helps the fashion 
and design industry play its role in 
the growth of Qatar’s creative circu-
lar economy system. Its platforms 
include comprehensive development 
and mentoring programmes, world-
class exhibitions and events, and 
public seminars.

Located in the centre of Msheireb 
Downtown Doha, M7 creates a space 
for creative people by working closely 
with the centre’s resident partners, 
including Cutting Studio, Studio 7, 
Scale 7, Fromm, Workinton and Pro-
files restaurant.

AMIR VISITS FIFA WORLD CUP QATAR 2022 MAIN COMMAND CENTRE

QA and FIFA are giving match ticket holders the chance to play 
in the FIFA Fan Tournament with FIFA Legends at Al Bidda Park




