
Now a key player for Ja-
pan, Junya Ito is one of 
the first names on the 
team sheet. And he will 

have to remain on song if the 
Samurai Blues are to survive 
arguably one of the toughest 
groups and reach the knockout 
stages of the FIFA world Cup 
Qatar 2022.
He may have struggled for 
game time when coach Hajime 
Moriyasu first took over, but Ito 
soon warmed up when it came 
to the Asian qualifying rounds. 
In fact, red hot is the only way to 
describe his final-round per-
formance, with four goals and 
two assists. Having also won a 
penalty, he had a hand in seven 
goals in all, more than half 
Japan’s total.
Even so, his road to the big time 
was more leisurely than fast 
track. He played football in high 
school and college, but his big 
break came when spotted by 
a scout. Next came a move to 
Ventforet Kofu, famous for an 
unlikely Emperor’s Cup victory in 
Japan. Hard work and resilience 
would then see him rise up 
the ranks to his present stellar 
status.
This season, he moved to Stade 
de Reims in the French Ligue 1, 
where he quickly became the 
team’s beating heart. Ito joined 
FIFA to share his thoughts on 
the world Cup and his hopes for 
the tournament.

What’s your feeling on the 
Asian qualifiers, which proved 
harder than expected?
we lost our opener in the final 
Asian qualifying round, then 
Saudi Arabia beat us too, so we 

were at rock bottom. Despite 
that, I think we managed to 
book our world Cup place be-
cause we refused to give up and 
kept fighting right to the end.

This will be your first World 
Cup, so what are your feelings 
about the tournament?
well, come what may, I want to 
be in good shape for the compe-
tition. Top shape in fact, to get 
results to match.

Most footballers describe play-
ing in the World Cup as their 
dream. How do you feel going 
into the tournament?
Naturally, as footballers, we all 
dream of the world Cup and 
would like to experience it at 
least once in our careers.  
And over half the world will be 
watching. Having the chance to 
be part of it is huge.

Japan hosted the World Cup in 
2002. You were very young  
at the time, but do you  
remember any of it?
To be honest, I was too small to 

remember much, but I definitely 
knew the world Cup was on 
and understood it was a huge 
tournament.

What sticks out most in  
your memory from previous 
World Cups?
The free-kick that [Keisuke] Honda 
scored against Denmark in South 
Africa 2010. That, for me, was 
amazing and unforgettable.

Japan aside, what other World 
Cup memories come to mind?
Good question. I remember 
Zidane’s headbutt in the final 
in Germany 2006 like it was 
yesterday.

Could you describe your role  
in the team?
well, Maya Yoshida is a leader, 

and [Takumi] Minamino, for exam-
ple, is a goal-getter. I see my own 
role as mainly providing assists, 
so I will go all out to do that.

Finally, how would you assess 
your group-stage opponents?
well, everyone knows how 
strong Spain are and I think 
Germany will have the edge 
over us in terms of possession 
and ball time. But I think that 
will give us more room to be 
defensive, so we should focus 
on hard running and trying to 
score on the counter. Person-
ally, counter-attacks are what I 
enjoy, so I hope I can bring my 
‘A’ game there. As a team, we’re 
targeting the quarter-finals as 
a minimum so either way, we’re 
going to have to beat Spain  
and Germany.

Over half the world will be watching 
— that’s huge: Japan’s Junya Ito

George Russell won his first-ever 
Formula one race as he led a 
Mercedes one-two ahead of team-
mate Lewis Hamilton at the Brazil-
ian Grand Prix on Sunday. It was a 
good start for the Mercedes duo 
as Russell and Hamilton retained 
their positions in first and second 
respectively. Hamilton, however, 
dropped to eight due to a collision 
with champion Max Verstappen of 
Red Bull after the restart following 
a safety car phase. Russell was 
initially left to fight with Sergio 
Perez in the other Red Bull and 
retained his lead after the first 
round of pit stops. But Hamilton 
made his way up through the grid 
and was right behind his team-
mate when the safety car was 
deployed for a second time. with 
a green light from the team to 
race each other, Russell endured 
pressure from Hamilton once the 
safety car came in at the end of 
lap 59 and cruised to his maiden 
victory. (DPA)

Russell secures 
maiden F1 win at 
Brazilian Grand Prix

FIFA World Cup 
Qatar 2022 will be 
the 29-year-old’s 
first World Cup

Junya Ito of Japan. (On right) Ito celebrates after scoring Japan’s first goal during the FIFA World Cup Asian Qualifier final round Group B match against Oman at the Sultan  
Qaboos Stadium in Muscat on November 16, 2021. (FIFA/Getty Images)

 As footballers, we all dream of the World Cup and 
would like to experience it at least once in our careers.  
And over half the world will be watching. Having the  
chance to be part of it is huge.

Japan began their their World 
Cup preparations in Qatar 

with a training session at their 
base training site at al Sadd 
SC, and will continue to accli-
matize in the host country this 
week. For Monday and Tuesday, 
the team has scheduled further 
training sessions at the al Sadd 
SC training ground in Doha. 
Eintracht Frankfurt’s Daichi 
Kamada is expected to travel 
quickly to the Emirate after the 
last Bundesliga match in Mainz 
on Sunday.  
Japan open their World Cup 
against Germany on november 
23 before facing Costa Rica 
and Spain. Other qualified 
teams are also beginning to 
troupe in in Qatar. The US team 
has also arrived. Here’s a guide 
to which team of the eight FIFa 
World Cup Qatar groups will be 
based and where they would be 
training. (TNN)

Members of the US team warm up for a training session at Al Gharafa Stadium on Sunday.

WHO ARE, AND WILL BE, TRAINING WHERE 
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We were drawn in a difficult group,  
but we have big confidence. 
– Saudi Arabia coach Herve Renard

Mercedes’ British driver George 
Russell celebrates in the podium 
after winning the F1 Brazil Grand 
Prix at the Autodromo Jose Carlos 
Pace racetrack in Sao Paulo, 
Brazil, on Sunday. (AFP)
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Cameroon legend Samuel eto’o has 
backed his country to make history and be-
come the first african team to lift the FIFa 
World Cup™.

The four-time african Player of the Year 
expects the Indomitable Lions to triumph 
over continental rivals morocco in the Qatar 
2022 final at Lusail Stadium on 18 Decem-
ber.

eto’o gave his World Cup predictions 
to the Supreme Committee for Delivery & 
Legacy (see gallery below for full details). He 
sees all five african teams advancing from 
the group stage, with Cameroon, morocco 
and Senegal finishing top of their respective 
groups.

“africa has always had a lot of potential 
to succeed at the World Cup – but we did not 
always put our best foot forward,” said eto’o, 
a Qatar Legacy ambassador. 

“as the years have gone by, african teams 
have been acquiring more and more experi-
ence, and I think they are ready to not only 
participate in a World Cup, but actually win 
the most beautiful football competition.”

eto’o, who appeared in four FIFa World 
Cup™ tournaments for Cameroon, expects 
morocco to earn their spot in the final af-
ter victories over Spain (round of 16), Por-
tugal (quarter-finals) and reigning cham-

pions France (semi-finals). Cameroon’s 
path to the final would include wins over 
Belgium (quarter-finals) and reigning af-
rica Cup of nations holders Senegal (semi-
finals).    

Cameroon’s all-time leading scorer also 
sees host country Qatar causing a major up-
set by defeating england in the round of 16.  
“We have already seen the work done by Qa-
tar over recent years and how the team has 
grown and matured,” he said. “I think they 

will be a surprise package, as other teams 
won’t be aware of Qatar’s qualities.”

Currently serving as President of the 
Cameroonian Football Federation, nothing 
would bring more happiness to eto’o then 
seeing his country triumph in the final on 
Qatar national Day. 

“It would be a dream come true. For any 
player, the dream is always to win titles. as 
president of our federation, I would be over-
joyed to see Cameroon win the World Cup.”

Eto’o: Cameroon will beat 
Morocco in World Cup final

ikoli victor
doha

THe 2022 FIFa World Cup be-
gins in six days, on november 
20th, in Qatar. 

Senegal, Ghana, Cameroon, 
morocco, and Tunisia are af-
rica’s five representatives in the 
world’s premier football com-
petition. The continent’s teams 
qualified after a lengthy prepa-
ration period that included a 
preliminary knockout phase 
followed by a four-team round 
robin competition played at 
home and away.

There has never been an afri-
can team in the World Cup semi-
finals. many experts believe that 
the time has come to change 
africa’s World Cup story. The 
continent has always promised a 
lot but delivered very little in the 
international spotlight.

Poor preparation, internal 
conflict, technical and tacti-
cal errors are some of the rea-
sons why african teams fail to 
qualify for the World Cup semi-
finals.

Senegal and morocco have 
a good chance of qualifying for 
the second round and possibly 

beyond, based on the pedigree 
of the african teams and their 
respective opponents.

A closer look at Africa’s 
five teams follows

Senegal is the current african 
champion and the betting fa-
vourite to advance further in 
the World Cup. The aliou Cisse-
coached team will be hoping to 
replicate their heroics from the 
2002 World Cup. Senegal’s 
main concern is the injury to 
star player Sadio mane of Bat-
ern munuch, who was injured 
last week but still made the trip 
to Qatar. This will be the afri-
can nation’s third World Cup, 
and they will face favourites 
netherlands, Qatar, and ecua-
dor in Group a. on paper, the 
Teranga Lions appear to have a 
good chance of qualifying from 
their group. mane is one of the 
standout names in coach aliou 
Cisse’s 26-man squad, which 
also includes Chelsea goal-
keeper edouard mendy, de-
fender Kalidou Koulibaly, and 
everton’s Idrissa Gana Gueye.

Cameroon’s Indomitable 
Lions will compete in their 
eighth World Cup finals in 

Qatar. Following their legend-
ary performance in Italia 90, 
the Samuel eto’o Fa-managed 
national team has struggled to 
achieve success in recent edi-
tions, failing to advance past 
the group stage in each of the 
last five competitions.

The five-time african 
champions are still hoping to 
emulate roger milla and com-
pany’s memorable run in Italy 
in 1990. Cameroon made it to 
the quarter-finals back then. 
Will this generation finally 
catch up to their forefathers, or 

will it be another group stage 
exit? eto’o is upbeat and has 
predicted that Cameroon and 
morocco will be World Cup 
finalists this year. The Lions’ 
group this time includes Swit-
zerland, Serbia, and Brazil. 
Cameroon may not have a large 
number of established play-
ers, but it does have some top-
level talent, including napoli’s 
andre-Frank Zambo anguissa, 
Inter milan’s andreas onana, 
and Bayern munich striker eric 
maxim Choupo-moting. With 
determination, they can finish 

second to Brazil, but they will 
face Serbia.

Tunisia’s new manager, 
Jalal Qaderi, took over in Janu-
ary after mondher Kebaier was 
fired following a disappointing 
performance at the africa Cup 
of nations. Tunisia will com-
pete in their sixth World Cup, 
but they have never advanced 
past the group stage. Will this 
tournament be the last of their 
disappointments? Denmark, 
australia, and France are 
ahead of them. Their recent 
5-1 friendly loss to Brazil was 
the new coach’s first defeat, but 
the team is in good shape, with 
a mix of experience and youth.

Captain Youssef mskani, 
who plays in the Qatar Stars 
League, is the team’s key player 
and star. much will be riding 
on him; if he stays healthy, 
Tunisia will have a chance to 
compete for every point against 
defending champion France, 
Denmark, and australia.

morocco is regarded as one 
of the strongest teams on the 
african continent, and they 
will have plenty of star power 
in Qatar 2022, where they will 
compete for the sixth time. 

much will be expected of PSG 
full-back achraf Hakimi, but 
he should be well supported by 
the likes of Sofaine Boufal and 
ayoub al Kaabi. They are in 
Group F with tough opponents 
such as Croatia, led by Luka 
modric, Belgium, and world-
class midfielder Kevin De 
Bruyne, as well as Canada. The 
atlas Lions will face a difficult 
test, but nothing is impossible.

The Black Stars of Ghana 
are the lowest ranked (61st) 
of the 32 nations in the World 
Cup, and it is unlikely that they 
will repeat their heroics from 
the 2010 World Cup run to the 
quarter-finals. But one thing 
is certain: following Ghana’s 
controversial exit on penalties, 
they will have a chance to face 
Luiz Suarez and Uruguay in a 
grudge match. 

Their next games are 
against former european 
champions Portugal and 
asian powerhouse South Ko-
rea. Ghana will rely on cap-
tain andre ayew of Qatar’s al 
Sadd club, arsenal’s Thomas 
Partey, espanyol’s Inaki Wil-
liams, and ajax amsterdam’s 
mohammed Kudus.

Meet the five teams vying to change 
Africa’s World Cup narrative in Qatar
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 alejandro Garnacho came off 
the bench to score a stoppage-
time winner as manchester 
United signed off for the World 
Cup break with a dramatic 2-1 
win at Fulham on Sunday.

erik ten Hag’s team hit the 
front through Christian erik-
sen’s first United goal early 
on, but they looked set to be 
denied by their former winger 
Dan James when he levelled 
within two minutes of entering 
the fray.

Fulham appeared the more 
likely winners from there as 
United relied on a string of 
saves from David de Gea, but 
Garnacho slotted home three 
minutes into stoppage time to 
stun Craven Cottage.

The 18-year-old’s composed 
finish lifted United to within 
three points of the Premier 
League’s top four, ensuring the 
red Devils entered the six-week 
hiatus in positive mood.

De Gea saved from Carlos 
Vinicius as Fulham threatened 
early on, but United went ahead 

after 14 minutes when Bruno 
Fernandes crossed for eriksen, 
who steered home from close 
range.

Though Fulham continued 
to enjoy long spells of posses-
sion, anthony martial missed 
two chances to double United’s 
lead before the break, forcing 
a one-on-one save from Bernd 
Leno before nodding Luke 
Shaw’s cross over.

eriksen then stabbed nar-
rowly wide as half-time ap-
proached, before De Gea pro-
duced reflex saves to deny 
Vinicius and Tim ream as Ful-
ham stepped up their search for 
a leveller after the break.

However, the Spaniard’s re-
sistance was finally broken after 
61 minutes, with Fulham sub-
stitute James pouncing on Tom 
Cairney’s cross to poke home a 
deserved equaliser.

United then spent long pe-
riods pinned back as Fulham 
continued to press, but there 
was to be one final twist as 
Garnacho raced onto eriksen’s 
pass before side-footing be-
yond Leno, breaking Fulham 
hearts at the last.

Super-sub Garnacho 
seals dramatic win for 
Manchester United

Cameroon legend is backing African nations to shine during Qatar 2022

PSG take five-point lead in Ligue 1
as World Cup bounds find the net
stAts Perform/dPA

paris

 ParIS Saint-Germain restored 
their five-point lead at the top 
of Ligue 1 ahead of the World 
Cup break with a routine 5-0 
win over auxerre at the Parc 
des Princes on Sunday.

Kylian mbappe opened the 
scoring early on following some 
good build-up play from Lionel 
messi, who returned from in-
jury to join the France forward 
and neymar in attack.  a sev-
enth win in a row for PSG in all 
competitions never looked in 
doubt when Carlos Soler added 
a second goal and then assisted 
achraf Hakimi for the home 
side’s third.

Christophe Galtier made 
full use of his squad depth and 
substitutes renato Sanches 
and Hugo ekitike added gloss 
to the scoreline with a couple of 
late goals.

The serene nature of the 
contest ensured Galtier could 
replace a number of PSG’s Qa-
tar-bound stars, with no play-
ers sustaining an injury prob-
lem of any sort.

messi sent a delightful 
lofted ball over the auxerre de-
fence for nuno mendes to de-

liver a first-time pass towards 
mbappe, who in turn helped it 
over the line with 11 minutes 
gone.

The goal stood following a 
Var check for a possible hand-
ball against neymar, but aux-
erre nearly levelled as m’Baye 
niang forced Gianluigi Don-

narumma into a fine save.
PSG toiled before mendes 

took the ball past a couple of 
players and picked out Soler 
to glance a header away from 
Benoit Costil and in off the far 
post early in the second half.

Soler turned provider six 
minutes later when playing in 

Hakimi to coolly slot past Cos-
til from a one-on-one position.

messi hit the post but 
could not get his name on the 
scoresheet, though Sanches 
fired in off the post before fel-
low substitute ekitike profited 
from some poor defending to 
coolly add a fifth.

Paris Saint-Germain’s French forward Kylian Mbappe (left) celebrates with teammates during the French L1 
match at the Parc des Princes stadium in Paris on Sunday. (AfP)

Manchester United’s Argentinian midfielder Alejandro Garnacho (second 
left) celebrates with teammates after scoring a goal during a Premier 
League match at Craven Cottage in London on Sunday. (aFp)

Former Brazil coach Scolari 
announces retirement

dPA
Berlin

LUIZ Felipe Scolari, who was 
Brazil coach when they were 
thrashed 7-1 by Germany in 
their home 2014 World Cup but 
won the 2002 title, announced 
his retirement on Sunday.

Felipão told athletico Para-
naense club TV he will have his 
final game as coach on Sunday, 
when the team welcome Bota-
fogo in the final matchday of 
the Brazilian league.

“I’m ending my career as 
coach and will become a direc-
tor, a new position that I don’t 
know very well. 

“But I will try to learn as 
fast as possible,” he said. He 
will take the job as director at 
athletico.

Felipão or “Big Phil”  
secured 27 titles throughout his 
career, including the domestic 
league and the Copa Liberta-
dores twice each, and is one of  
the best coaches in Brazilian 
football history.

Senegal are the bookmakers’ favourite to advance Africa’s challenge at 
Qatar 2022. Their colourful throngs of fans will be a draw in Qatar.



European Club Association chairman Nasser Al Khelaifi 
reaffirms UEFA’s pledge to grow football as ‘One Family’

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
NYON (SWITZERLAND)

NASSER Al Khelaifi, the chair-
man of the European Club As-
sociation (ECA) and president 
of Paris Saint-Germain (PSG) 
has expressed a message of 
unity at the latest UEFA Con-
vention on the Future of Euro-
pean Football.

Al Khelaifi, who is currently 
serving his second term on the 
UEFA Executive Committee, 
reaffirmed UEFA’s vision to 
work together as ‘one family’ 
to ensure more open and inclu-
sive European football compe-
titions in the future.

“Since we last met, the ECA 
has contributed greatly to the 
stability, togetherness and 
growth of European football. 
It is easy to forget how far we 
have come,” said Al Khelaifi. 

“We represent nearly 250 
clubs – small, medium and big 
– and the collective unity of our 
clubs could not be broken. To-
day we are stronger than ever. 
We are one family, and this 
helps us find solutions to any 

challenges we face.” 
Al Khelaifi repeatedly re-

jected invitations for PSG 
to join the European Super 
League when it was contro-
versially launched in April last 
year. 

The ESL plans were shelved 
after only 24 hours later owing 
to huge backlash from the Eu-
ropean footballing community, 
although A22 Sports Manage-
ment, the company behind the 
breakaway concept, has recent-

ly attempted to reignite the de-
railed plans.

However, Al Khelaifi be-
lieves that the ECA’s growing 
relationship with UEFA under-
lines both parties’ joint com-
mitment to help football grow 
in the interests of everyone in-
volved.

“The future of European 
football needs to consider the 
interests of all stakeholders,” 
he added. 

“All leagues, all clubs, the 

national associations, the fans, 
and all the communities that 
need our help. We need to 
particularly think more of the 
fans,” said Al Khelaifi.

“Football is a bond between 
clubs and players, between 
players and fans, between fans 
and communities. 

“It is an invisible spirit that 
can never be broken, and the 
ECA will make sure it never 
is. We also don’t need to tear 
things down to reform. We can 

achieve great positive change 
from within the system – 
UEFA and the ECA have shown 
this already in the past year,” 
he added.

Al Khelaifi’s stance has 
been illustrated by an immedi-
ate upturn in financial stability 
returning to European football 
following the coronavirus pan-
demic. New financial sustain-
ability rules have also been 
enforced, which have costly 
sporting and financial sanctions 

associated to clubs assessed to 
be flouting the regulations.

Meanwhile, UEFA and the 
ECA have launched a joint 
venture which has already cre-
ated huge commercial oppor-
tunities in France, the UK, the 
US and Holland, underlining 
the current growth of Euro-
pean Football.

The UEFA Europa League 
and UEFA Europa Conference 
League also continue to grow 
in popularity, with an agree-
ment in place - put forward by 
the ECA - for new competition 
formats to be introduced post-
2024.

In his address, which drew 
rapturous applause from the 
UEFA Convention delegates, 
Al- Khelaifi rejected the notion 
that the current Champions 
League format does not live up 
to fans’ expectations.

“We hear that the Cham-
pions League isn’t exciting 
enough, and that European 
football is completely broken,” 
continued Al Khelaifi. 

“But they continue to play 
in the tournaments, I don’t 
understand. We hear that the 
Champions League isn’t com-
petitive enough. But many big 
clubs did not qualify from the 
group stages. This could have 
been my team – that’s football. 
No club has a divine right to 
win.” 

He concluded: “I am not 
saying ev erything is perfect. 
But at the ECA, we are proud 
about how we have brought 
European football together 
since we last met. We must 
never rest. This is just the be-
ginning – there is so much 
more to do, in partnership with 
all the stakeholders.”
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MUNICH/FRANKFURT 

MOST of Germany’s Bayern 
Munich contingent decided to 
stay and watch the NFL game 
in Munich on Sunday before 
joining up with the rest of the 
World Cup squad in Frankfurt.

Thomas Muller, Jamal Mu-
siala, Serge Gnabry and Leroy 
Sané were all spotted in Mu-
nich during the first ever NFL 
regular season game in Ger-
many between the Tampa Bay 
Buccaneers and Seattle Sea-
hawks.

Club team-mate Alphonso 
Davies, of Canada, was also 
there but the whereabouts of 
Germany captain and goal-
keeper Manuel Neuer was not 
known.

Germany players must as-
semble in Frankfurt later be-

fore jetting to Oman for World 
Cup preparations on Monday. 
They face Oman in a friendly 
on Wednesday. 

Their first World Cup game 

in Qatar is against Japan on 
November 23 at the Khalifa In-
ternational Stadium.

The German Football Fed-
eration announced on Sunday 

that Monday’s plane to Muscat 
will carry the slogan “Diversity 
Wins.” Figures with different 
skin colours can be seen on the 
fuselage of the aircraft.

This will send a “message 
to the world,” according to the 
federation’s website. 

In a bid to reduce their car-
bon footprint, Germany will 
fly on to Qatar from Oman on 
Thursday using a local airline 
rather than a German carrier 
which would fly back empty, 
the federation added.

Borussia Dortmund de-
fender Mats Hummels, omit-
ted from Germany’s World 
Cup squad, was also at the NFL 
game. 

Asked by dpa at a Frank-
furt hotel whether he wanted to 
watch the NFL game, Flick said: 
“No, that’s not my thing. They 
will all be here in the evening.”

Bayern Munich’s Germany World Cup 
stars sneak in NFL game before meet-up

The US and German flag are seen ahead of the NFL match between Tampa Bay Buccaneers and Seattle Seahawks in front of the Allianz Arena in 
Munich, Germany, on Sunday. (AFP)

Bayern Munich’s Cameroonian forward Eric Maxim Choupo-Moting (R) 
reacts with Bayern Munich’s German midfielder Jamal Musiala during 
the German first division Bundesliga match between against Schalke 
04 in Gelsenkirchen, Germany, on Saturday. (AFP)

Nasser Al Khelaifi, Chairman, European Club Association (ECA), and president of Paris Saint-Germain (PSG) speaking at the UEFA Convention on 
the Future of European Football in Nyon, Switzerland.

● ECA Chairman underlines 
the progress European 
football has made in the 
past year, with improved 
financial stability and 
sustainability rules

● New post-2024 
competition formats and 
access approved

● Al Khelaifi also  
reconfirms his stance 
against opposition 
breakaway projects

Saudi Arabia’s  
Renard confident  

despite tough draw

AFC
RIYADH

HERVE Renard has brought a 
rare sense of stability to the Sau-
di Arabia national team since 
taking over in 2019, and the 
Green Falcons have benefitted 
from the sense of calm brought 
by the well-travelled Frenchman 
as they head into another FIFA 
World Cup tournament.

While in the past the en-
trance to the coach’s dugout for 
the Saudi national team could 
have resembled a revolving 
door, Renard has provided a 
sense of continuity over the last 
three years that has often been 
lacking for one of the conti-
nent’s most successful nations.

Renard brought a varied 
and trophy-laden resume to 
Riyadh when he took over as 
the long-term replacement 
for Juan Antonio Pizzi, having 
served his coaching appren-
ticeship in a wide range of en-
vironments.

After spending the early 
years of his career in clubs as 
disparate as England’s Cam-
bridge United and Nam Dinh in 
Vietnam, the former defender 
took his talents to Africa, win-
ning the African Cup of Nations 
with Zambia in his second spell 
as national team coach in 2012.

Following a stint in his 
homeland with Sochaux he re-
turned to international football 
to lead Ivory Coast to the 2015 
African Cup of Nations, in the 
process becoming the first man 
to win the title twice with dif-
ferent countries.

A short spell with Lille was 
followed by a three-year shift in 
Morocco, ending the country’s 

20-year wait for a return to 
the FIFA World Cup when he 
qualified them for Russia 2018. 
However, their involvement 
in the tournament ended with 
elimination at the conclusion of 
the group phase.

Renard left Morocco the 
following year, taking respon-
sibility for a surprise exit at the 
hands of Benin in the Round of 
16 at the 2019 African Cup of 
Nations, and he ended up join-
ing Saudi Arabia.

 He has impressed since, 
bringing organisation and struc-
ture to a talented group that 
needed to be reinvigorated after 
the disappointments of the exit-
ing the FIFA World Cup Russia 
2018 in the group phase and 
going out of the AFC Asian Cup 
UAE 2019 in the Round of 16.

Under Renard, Saudi Ara-
bia impressed in qualifying, 
seeing off Japan and Australia 
to top Group B in the AFC Asian 
Qualifiers - Road to Qatar™, 
with his performance prompt-
ing the federation to hand him 
a contract extension through to 
2027, which he signed in May. 

“We were drawn in a diffi-
cult group, but we have big con-
fidence,” Renard told AFP Ara-
bic ahead of Group C meetings 
with Argentina, Poland and 
Mexico. “Our players are used 
to big challenges and many of 
them regularly play with their 
clubs in the AFC Champions 
League™ which is a top-level 
competition.

“Al Hilal won the AFC 
Champions League twice in the 
last three years and this shows 
the quality of the players, and 
we have other special players 
as well. All what we need to do 
is to be on top of our collective 
level on 22 November.”

“We had a meeting with the 
Crown Prince, and he stressed 
that there is no pressure, and 
we should only show the beau-
tiful image of Saudi football. 
This reflects reality and it is 
something perfect.

“This doesn’t mean that we 
will go easy with our task, but 
we will work to achieve some-
thing wonderful.”

Herve Renard, the coach of the 
Saudi football team. (AFP)

A last-gasp Nikola Milenkovic own goal handed Milan a 2-1 victory over Fiorentina at San Siro on Sunday to cut Napoli’s lead at the top of Serie A. 
Rafael Leao opened the scoring after just two minutes, but Fiorentina responded fiercely, finding an equalizer before the half-hour mark through An-
tonin Barak’s deflected effort. It appeared Milan would have to settle for a share of the points, which would have seen them sit 10 behind Napoli, 
but a remarkable end saved the hosts. Milenkovic diverted the ball into his own net to deny Fiorentina in cruel fashion, with their appeals for video 
assistant review (VAR) to intervene being waved away. The hosts came out of the blocks flying, Olivier Giroud flicking a pass for Leao to charge into 
the box and slot home into the bottom-right corner with just two minutes on the clock. Fiorentina had a swift chance to equalize, Riccardo Sapon-
ara smashing an effort against the frame of the goal, before pulling level minutes before the half-hour mark as Barak’s drive took a wicked deflec-
tion off Malick Thiaw to beat Ciprian Tatarusanu. Milan were back on the front foot at the start of the second period, Giroud forcing a close-range 
save from Pietro Terracciano and Leao thumping an attempt wide of the post. (STATS Perform/DPA)

Last-gasp own goal hands Milan 2-1 win over Fiorentina
 Quick read
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Ben Stokes once again deliv-
ered in the fiercest of pressure 
situations as england were 
crowned T20 World Cup cham-
pions after a nail-biting five-
wicket win over Pakistan.

On a bowler-friendly pitch, 
Stokes anchored a chase of 138 
with an over to spare with 52 
not out from 49 balls as eng-
land became the first men’s 
side to hold ODI and T20 
World Cups simultaneously.

england’s 2019 50-over 
World Cup hero had moments 
of fortune en route to his first 
T20 half-century in front of an 
80,462-crowd, overwhelming-
ly made up of spellbound and 
lively Pakistan fans.

But Stokes banished mem-
ories of his struggles in the lost 
2016 final in stunning fashion, 
retaining his composure de-
spite the tricky surface and a 
vaunted Pakistan attack.

As the equation tightened, 
Stokes capitalised on a cruel 
injury to Pakistan left-armer 
Shaheen Afridi and took england 
to victory with six balls to spare.

“It feels really different to 
2019. It was a different time, 
difference place and a differ-
ent group. I am just immensely 
proud. Both are just incredible,” 
said england captain Jos Butler.

Ben Stokes said: “I feel re-
ally good. It has been an amaz-
ing night. The bowlers have to 
take credit for restricting them 
to 137. Sam Curran has done it 

all tournament and Adil Rashid 
has turned up at the back end 
of the tournament when it re-
ally matters. That was the best 
I’ve seen him bowl for england 
in a T20.

“I am very proud. You don’t 
get to win World Cups too often 
so to win two of them is pretty 
special.”
BBC.com adds: The win is also 
england’s second T20 world ti-
tle following victory in the West 
Indies in 2010.

As Stokes pulled away af-
ter hitting the winning runs, 
he roared - his celebration 
reminiscent of his other iconic 
knock in the 2019 Ashes Test at 
Headingley.

He was soon mobbed by 
his team-mates before they ran 
to celebrate in front of the few 
england fans among this mas-
sive crowd of 80,462.

The pitch was tricky but 
england had looked strong 
favourites after their bowling 
performance restricted Paki-
stan to 137-8.

england, though, know 
finals are never easy. Their 
experience at Lord’s in 2019 
showed that.

Pakistan have the best pace 
attack in the world and the 

crowd erupted as early wickets 
fell in the chase.

This is also a weekend in 
which england’s Red Roses lost 
a rugby union World Cup final 
and the men’s rugby league 
side were beaten in a World 
Cup semi-final.

But Stokes stayed calm 
throughout, even as the equa-
tion tightened to a situation 
where 41 runs were needed 
from 30 balls, to steer his side 
home with his first T20 inter-
national fifty.

His innings also banished 
memories of the 2016 T20 
World Cup final, when he was 
crushed by Carlos Brathwaite’s 
four consecutive sixes in the 
final over as West Indies took 
the title.

After a shock defeat by Ire-
land and a washout against 
Australia in the group stage, 
england needed to win all their 
remaining games to lift the tro-
phy, just as they did in the 2019 
50-over World Cup.

Pakistan - and the crowd 
- sensed their moment when, 
with 54 needed from 45, Harry 
Brook sliced leg-spinner Shad-
ab Khan straight to long-off.

But in taking the catch 
Shaheen, who had bowled Alex 

Hales in england’s first over, 
injured himself - a moment 
that proved crucial.

He returned to the field to 
bowl the 16th but after one de-
livery he limped off the field.

That left part-time spin-
ner Iftikhar Ahmed to fin-
ish the over and Stokes took 
his chance, smacking a four 
through extra cover and a six 
over long-off to bring the game 
under england’s control.

Moeen Ali followed by 
hitting seamer Mohammad 
Wasim for three fours in the 
next over and the result was all 
but secure, even though Moeen 
was bowled in the 19th over.

Pakistan’s pace bowlers can 
take little blame. Haris Rauf 
had england captain Jos But-
tler caught behind for 26 and 
Phil Salt taken at mid-wicket in 
a thrilling spell.

He and naseem Shah, who 
somehow went wicketless in 
four sensational overs, did 
all they could to secure what 
would have been Pakistan’s 
second T20 title.

england were similarly im-
pressive with the ball, albeit 
after a nervy start from Stokes, 
who began the match with a 
no-ball and then a wide.

Pakistan’s fearsome open-
ing pair of captain Babar Azam 
and Mohammad Rizwan were 
surprisingly cagey early on and 
Rizwan was bowled in the fifth 
over by Curran for 15.

Leg-spinner Rashid then 
had the dangerous Muhammad 
Haris caught at long-on with 
his first ball and in his third 
over delivered a crucial blow.

Babar had steadily reached 
32 but Rashid foxed him with 
a googly and took a fine low 
return catch. Rashid followed 
that with five dots to Iftikhar to 
complete a remarkable wicket-
maiden in the heat of a World 
Cup final.

From there, Pakistan did 
not recover. They lost seven 
wickets for 53 runs in the last 

nine overs.
Curran was deservedly 

named player of the tourna-
ment for a series of stunning 
performances and once again 
his mix of slower yorkers and 
bouncers proved almost im-
possible to hit - he conceded 
just 12 runs off his four overs.

Shan Masood was Paki-
stan’s highest scorer with 38 
from 32. He chipped Curran to 
deep square leg in the 17th over, 
which allowed Chris Jordan to 
help close out the innings.

Jordan, who retained his 
place after Mark Wood failed to 
recover from injury, added the 
wickets of Shadab Khan and 
Mohammad nawaz as only 18 
runs came from the last four 
overs.

Stokes fires England to Twenty20 
World Cup victory over Pakistan
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CASPeR Ruud claimed the first 
singles victory at this year’s ATP 
Finals with a straight-sets suc-
cess over Felix Auger-Aliassime.

Ruud, the French Open 
and US Open runner-up and 
third seed, is bidding to reach 
the semi-finals for the second 
straight year having lost to Da-
niil Medvedev on his debut 12 
months ago and put himself in 
a strong position with a 7-6 (4) 
6-4 win in Turin.

Canadian Auger-Aliassime 
earned his first visit to the sea-
son-ending event thanks to a 
run of 16 straight victories and 
three consecutive ATP Tour 
titles in October and early no-
vember.

But, in a contest largely 
dominated by serve, he was un-
able to find the same form and 
a single break in the seventh 
game of the second set proved 

enough for Ruud.

Nakashima clinches victory 
over Lehecka 
earlier, Brandon nakashima 
became the first American win-
ner of the ATP next Gen Finals 
with a straight-sets victory over 
Jiri Lehecka on Saturday.

The 21-year-old was beat-
en by Sebastian Korda in last 
year’s semi-finals, but he more 
than made amends by winning 
all five matches in Milan en 
route to the title.

Lehecka was also defeated 
in straight sets by nakashima in 
the group stage, but he broke his 
opponent in the opening game 
of the final at the Allianz Cloud.

nakashima recovered from 
3-1 down in a first set that went 
the distance and managed to get 

over the line after a 5-0 lead in 
the tie-break was reduced to 6-5.

Czech youngster Lehecka 
wasted a glorious chance to lev-
el up the contest when letting 
two set points pass him by in 
the second-set tie-break, which 
nakashima went on to win.

The match was over inside 
80 minutes as nakashima, who 
struck 21 winners to Lehecka’s 
27, served out the final set to 
win 4-3 (7-5) 4-3 (8-6) 4-2.

“I am super happy right 
now,” nakashima said at his on-
court interview. “It was a great 
tournament, this whole week.

“This final was another 
tough match. Just a few points 
that could have gone either 
way. I am happy with my level 
today. It’s a good way to finish 
off the year.”

Ruud opens ATP Finals bid with win over Auger-Aliassime

Pakistan fans react as they watch the ICC men’s Twenty20 World Cup 2022 
final being aired on a screen at a park in Islamabad on Sunday. (AFP)
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6 Days to go

England players celebrate after winning the ICC men’s Twenty20 World Cup 2022 final at the Melbourne 
Cricket Ground (MCG) in Melbourne on Sunday. (AFP)

England’s Jos Buttler celebrates with the trophy at the Melbourne Cricket Ground (MCG) in Melbourne  
on Sunday. (AFP)

England’s Ben Stokes exults after guiding his team to victory in the ICC men’s Twenty20 World Cup 2022 
cricket final against Pakistan at the Melbourne Cricket Ground (MCG) in Melbourne on Sunday. (AFP)

Pakistan
M. Rizwan b Curran  15
B. Azam c & b Rashid  32
M. Haris c Stokes b Rashid  8
S. Masood c Livingstone b Curran  38
I. Ahmed c Buttler b Stokes  0
S. Khan c Woakes b Jordan  20
M. Nawaz c Livingstone b Curran  5
M. Wasim c Livingstone b Jordan  4
S. Afridi not out  5
H. Rauf not out  1
Extras: (b1, lb1, nb1, w6)  9
total: (For 8 wickets, 20 overs)  137
Did not bat: Naseem Shah
Fall of wickets: 1-29 (Rizwan), 2-45 (Haris), 3-84 
(Azam), 4-85 (Ahmed), 5-121 (Masood), 6-123 
(Khan), 7-129 (Nawaz), 8-131 (Wasim).
Bowling: Stokes 4-0-32-1, Woakes 3-0-26-0, 
Curran 4-0-12-3, Rashid 4-1-22-2, Jordan 4-0-
27-2, Livingstone 1-0-16-0.

EnglanD
J. Buttler c Rizwan b Rauf  26
A. Hales b Afridi  1
P. Salt c Ahmed b Rauf  10
B. Stokes not out  52
H. Brook c Afridi b Khan  20
M. Ali b Wasim  19
L. Livingstone not out  1
Extras: (lb1, w8)  9
total: (For 5 wkts, 19 overs)  138
Did not bat: Sam Curran, Chris Jordan, Chris 
Woakes, Adil Rashid.
Fall of wickets: 1-7 (Hales), 2-32 (Salt), 3-45 
(Buttler), 4-84 (Brook), 5-132 (Ali).
Bowling: Afridi 2.1-0-13-1, Shah 4-0-30-0, Rauf 
4-0-23-2, Khan 4-0-20-1, Wasim 4-0-38-1, 
Ahmed 0.5-0-13-0.
toss: England
Result: England won by five wickets.

Scoreboard

T20 World  
Cup Winners 
● 2022: england

● 2021: Australia

● 2016: West Indies

● 2014: Sri lanka

● 2012: West Indies

● 2010: england

● 2009: Pakistan

● 2007: India.

Norway’s Casper Ruud celebrates 
defeating Canada’s Felix Auger-
Aliassime during their first round-
robin match at the ATP Finals in 
Turin on Sunday. (AFP)

London: ex-tennis star boris becker, imprisoned in britain, could soon 
be deported to Germany, according to a report in british newspaper the 
Sun. The 54-year-old has been approved for a fast-track programme that 
allows foreign prisoners to be released much earlier, the tabloid wrote on 
Sunday. “He has been signed up to a scheme that will ensure he gets 
home in time for Christmas,” the Sun quoted a prison source as saying. 
becker’s German lawyer Christian-oliver Moser would not comment on 
the newspaper report when contacted. German becker – who lived in 
london - was sentenced to two and a half years in prison at the end of 
April for concealing assets worth millions from his insolvency administra-
tors. He has been held for several months in Huntercombe Prison west 
of london. According to british law, prisoners can be released on parole if 
they have served at least half of their prison sentence. In becker’s case, 
that would be 15 months with a date of July 29, 2023. but the Sun said 
the new release and deportation programme is intended to help ease 
the pressure on britain’s overcrowded prisons. According to the report, 
any foreign prisoner “who can be released from prison and deported 
up to 12 months before the earliest release date” is eligible. A Home 
office spokesperson told the newspaper: “Any foreign national who is 
sentenced to prison for a criminal offence will be eligible for deportation 
at the earliest possible date.” (DPA)

Becker could be released and deported early
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