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6 Days to go

QNA
DOHa

The original FIFA World Cup tro-
phy arrived in Doha on Sunday at 
the end of its global tour that in-
cluded more than 50 countries and 
regions, a few days before the start 
of the World Cup Qatar 2022.

The original World Cup trophy’s 
global tour kicked off in Dubai in 
the UAe in May, visiting all the 
countries participating in the FIFA 
World Cup Qatar 2022 and other 
countries, in a tradition that first be-
gan in 2006. 

The promotional tour repre-
sented an opportunity for fans to 
watch the trophy, which 32 teams 
will compete for starting next Sun-
day, crowning the winning team in 
the final match held at Lusail Sta-
dium on Qatar’s National Day, De-
cember 18.

The original FIFA World Cup 
trophy will remain under the super-
vision of the Supreme Committee 

for Delivery and Legacy (SC) and 
FIFA from now until the final match 
of the FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022, 

when it will be handed over to the 
winning team.

According to FIFA rules, only 
former champions and heads of 
state have the right to touch the cup, 
which is temporarily kept by the 
winning team.

 Later, the winners receive a 
special gold-plated copy bearing 
the inscriptions of the flag of the 
tournament, the host countries, 
and the winning team called the 
champion copy in its place. Mean-
while, the original trophy made of 
gold returns to FIFA, as per laws 
and regulations.

Although the trophy is given to 
the winning team, it remains the 
property of FIFA. The trophy is 
made of pure gold and weighs 6.142 
kilograms. Its surface is engraved 
with two people carrying the globe 
high, with its current design dating 
back to 1974.

original FiFa World Cup 
trophy arrives in doha

QNA
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His Highness the amir of state of Qatar 
sheikh Tamim bin Hamad al Thani on sun-
day held a telephone conversation with 
President of the Republic of Turkey Recep 
Tayyip Erdogan. During the phone call, HH 
the amir expressed his sincere condo-
lences on the victims of the explosion that 
took place in istanbul, wishing the injured 
a speedy recovery.

HH the amir affirmed that Qatar 
stands by Turkey and its brotherly people, 
and its full support for all the measures it 
takes to maintain its security and stability. 
HH the amir reiterated Qatar’s firm posi-
tion on rejecting violence, terrorism, and 
targeting civilians and innocents.

in a statment, the Ministry of Foreign 
affairs expressed Qatar’s strong condem-
nation and denunciation of the bombing 
that took place in the Taksim area in the 
center of istanbul. The Ministry of For-
eign affairs reiterated Qatar’s firm posi-
tion on rejecting violence and terrorism, 
regardless of the motives and reasons. 
it affirmed Qatar’s full solidarity with the 
government and people of Turkey, and its 
full support for all the measures it takes 
to maintain security and stability.

Amir condoles with 
Turkish president 

89% of workers benefit from 
Qatar’s labour reforms: MoL

QNA
DOHa

The Ministry of Labour (MoL) 
has said Qatar is constantly keen 
and has always stresses that a safe 
and healthy work environment is 
a necessity, and that the safety of 
workers is a priority for it.

About 89 percent of work-
ers in the country have benefited 
from the labour laws and legisla-
tion, according to a survey con-
ducted by the institute of research 
and studies at Qatar University.

Qatar’s efforts in this regard 
are not made to satisfy a particu-
lar party, states, individuals or 
organizations. But they are based 
on a religious, moral, humani-
tarian and constitutional stand-
point, and in accordance with the 
authentic customs and traditions 
of its people, as well as their civili-
zational values in terms of gener-
ous hospitality.

Under the directives of its 
wise leadership, and before win-
ning the honor of hosting the 
FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022, the 
State of Qatar was keen to enact 
a lot of legislation and laws and 
carry out extensive reforms in the 
labor environment, in line with 

the highest standards in the in-
ternational labor sector. There is 
no doubt that the pace of these ef-
forts has increased and witnessed 
environmental reforms. The la-
bor market witnessed many posi-
tive changes, that were praised by 
all concerned parties, especially 
the International Labour Organi-
zation (ILO), which opened its of-
fice in Doha.

Despite the implementation 
of the reforms and their positive 
effects on workers, some unscru-
pulous people kept repeating 
their allegations, ignoring, and 
even being skeptical about those 
reforms and labor achievements, 

as they are far away from respon-
sibility, truth and transparency.

The report, issued by the ILO 
office in Qatar, affirmed the Qa-
tari government’s implementa-
tion of reforms, the Ministry of 
Labour’s keenness on the conti-
nuity of labor legislative reforms, 
and the continuation of the part-
nership with the organization 
beyond the FIFA World Cup 
Qatar 2022, through continuous 
cooperation programs in the de-
velopment and modernization of 
reforms and legislation with vari-
ous international organizations.

Qatar has taken steps to consolidate its position  
as top cruise tourism destination: Al Baker

QNA
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ChAIrMAN of Qatar Tourism and 
Qatar Airways Group Chief execu-
tive Akbar Al Baker has affirmed 
that Qatar has taken significant 
steps to consolidate its position 
as a world-class destination for 
cruise tourism, and that the Ara-
bian Gulf is an important gateway 
for it in this regard.

This came during a press con-
ference held by Al Baker on Sun-
day on board the ship (floating 
hotel) MSC World europa, along 
with CeO of MSC Cruises Gianni 
Onorato and executive Chairman, 
Cruise Division of MSC Group 
Pierfrancesco Vago.

During the press conference, 
the details of the completely new 

ship were highlighted. 
The experience of the first 

floating hotel serving the FIFA 
World Cup Qatar 2022 tourna-
ment with its creative solutions, 
which will provide hospitality to 
the football  fans starting on Sun-
day was also highlighted.

Al Baker said, “While Qatar 
Airways is the global aviation gate-
way to Qatar, the marine industry 
is very important to tourism and 
the long -term economic and cul-
tural connections it brings. As 
sustainability is vital to the future 
growth of aviation, MSC World 
europa illustrates how the marine 
industry is addressing the chal-
lenges of efficiency and emissions 
reductions.”

THE passenger footfall at the Hamad interna-
tional airport (Hia) witnessed a 69.8 percent 
increase in October as compared to the same 
month last year. The freight and mail traffic 
witnessed a decrease of 15.3 percent com-
pared to the same month of 2021. Hia saw 
an 16.5 percent increase in aircraft move-
ment in October as compared to the same 
month last year. aircraft movement recorded 
15,812 flights in October 2021, while 18,427 
flights were recorded in October 2022. The 
number of passengers was 3237,321 in Octo-
ber 2022, while 1907,235 passengers were 
recorded in October 2021. (TNN)

HIA sees 69.8% rise  
in passenger footfall

sTaRTing from november 16, 2022, 
delivery bike riders who do not stick to the 
right-most lane on the highway stand liable 
for fines, the general Directorate of Traffic 
(gDT) said on sunday.

Delivery riders will have to keep both 
their hands on the handle while riding the 
two-wheelers and secure the loads as per 
the new policy.

The policy stipulates separate safety 
conditions for the bike, the rider as well 
as the order box, and bans more than one 
person from riding the delivery bikes.

as per the policy, the order box cannot 
be bigger than 120 centimetres in length 
and 60 cm in width, and the length of the 
box with the bike should not exceed 3 
metres. The policy also calls for phosphorus 
reflectors to be placed on the edges of the 
box for visibility at night. (TNN)

Delivery bike riders 
must stick to the right 

lane; fines from Nov 16

Qatar Airways and MSC perform a stunning and innovative drone light show 
during the naming Ceremony of the MSC World europa, the first floating hotel 
to serve the FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022, on Sunday. 

THE Defense Unit against Weapons of Mass 
Destruction at the Ministry of Defense 
proceeded with carrying out a security scan 
for World Cup stadiums to ensure they are 
devoid of chemical and radioactive materials 
in cooperation with the security and safety 
Operations Committee (ssOC) of the FiFa 
World Cup Qatar 2022 and the brotherly and 
friendly forces. The security scan included 
al Bayt stadium and stadium 974, where 
the state-of-the-art technologies and sophis-
ticated devices were used in the scanning 
process. (QNA) pAge 2

Security scanning for World 
Cup stadiums continues

More on page 16 

Continued on page 2 



Shura Council attends parliamentary 
meet in Egypt on sidelines of COP27

Defence Unit Against Weapons of 
Mass Destruction continues security 
scanning for tournament stadiumsQNA

Sharm El-ShEikh (Egypt)

The Shura Council partici-
pated on Sunday in a parlia-
mentary meeting in Sharm 
el-Sheikh, egypt, on the side-
lines of the 27th session of 
the Conference of the Parties 
to the United Nations Con-
vention on Climate Change 
(COP27).

The Council was repre-
sented in the meeting, which 
was organized by the Inter-
Parliamentary Union (IPU) in 
partnership with the house of 
Representatives of egypt, by 
he Mubarak bin Mohammed 
Al Kuwari and he Salem bin 
Rashid Al Muraikhi, mem-
bers of the Council.

The meeting discussed 
various topics centred on cli-
mate change, the urgent need 
to address this crisis, the role 
of parliaments in facing this 
challenge, and supporting 
sustainability, in addition to 
the topic of ‘climate action 
and sustainable develop-
ment’, the ways to prioritize 
accountability for climate jus-
tice, and increasing ambition 
towards accelerating the pace 
of transition to clean energy.

A document issued by the 
meeting affirmed the par-

liamentarians’ commitment 
to global efforts to address 
the phenomenon of climate 

change, which poses an exis-
tential threat to the planet.

Also, the document un-
derlined the need to work 
within parliaments to adopt 
laws and legislation that sup-
port mitigating the effects of 
climate change, strengthen 
the capacities of institutions 
in the field of climate-related 
risk analysis, and enhance the 
support provided to countries 
and local communities to face 
challenges in this regard.

QNA 
Doha

The Defence Unit Against 
Weapons of Mass Destruction 
at the Ministry of Defence 
proceeded with carrying out a 
security scan for FIFA World 
Cup Qatar stadiums to ensure 
they are devoid of chemical 
and radioactive materials in 
cooperation with the Security 
and Safety Operations Com-
mittee (SSOC) of the FIFA 
World Cup Qatar 2022 and 
friendly forces.

The security scan included 
Al-Bayt Stadium and Stadium 
974, where the state-of-the-art 
technologies and sophisticated 
devices were used in the scan-
ning process.

Defence Unit Against 
Weapons of Mass Destruc-
tion had commenced the secu-
rity scan procedures for FIFA 
World Cup Qatar 2022 stadi-
ums last week which included 
Al Janoub Stadium and Ahmed 
Bin Ali Stadium.

The security scan for the 
World Cup stadiums comes 
within the framework of the 
preparations of the Ministry of 
Defence to secure the tourna-
ment.

Plans for national programme to conserve 
Qatar’s coastal ecosystems announced

TribuNe News NeTwork
Doha 

The Ministry of environment and 
Climate Change (MeCC), Qatar 
University’s (QU) environmental 
Science Center, and Qatar Foun-
dation’s earthna Center for a Sus-
tainable Future have signaled their 
intent to collaborate on a national 
programme to conserve and re-
store Qatar’s coastal ecosystems.

The three parties signed a 
memorandum of understanding 
(MoU) to establish the programme 
on Sunday on the sidelines of a 
Doha ceremony to officially name 
MSC Cruises’ first LNG-propelled 
cruise ship, MSC World europa, 
which is designed to set a new 
standard for sustainability in the 
cruise industry. 

During the ceremony, the MSC 
Foundation of MSC Group an-
nounced its intention to collabo-
rate with Qatar Foundation and 
support the national conservation 
and restoration programme with 
grant funding. 

The multi-year programme 
aims to work on the synergistic 
power of three ecosystems – man-
grove forests, seagrass and coral. 
It will seek to conserve, restore 
and nurture Qatar’s mangrove 
forests, which support marine 
biodiversity and fisheries; provide 
protection against coastal ero-
sion; open up opportunities for 
ecotourism; and support devel-
opment through a building-with-
nature approach.

her excellency Sheikha hind 
bint hamad Al Thani, vice-chair-
person and CeO of Qatar Founda-
tion, said: “I am happy to announce 
the national programme for coast-
al conservation and restoration 
that will join the efforts of Qatar 
University, Qatar Foundation’s 
earthna Center and the Ministry of 
environment and Climate Change. 
This will be supported by the coop-
eration between Qatar Foundation 
and the MSC Foundation.

“Mangrove forests, seagrasses 
and coral reefs respond to ac-
tive stewardship. With this pro-
gramme, we hope to identify, im-

plement and scale approaches for 
the conservation and restoration of 
our coastal environment and eco-
system so that we may ensure an 
immensely valuable element of our 
country’s environment and char-
acter is restored for current and 
future generations.”

Minister of environment and 
Climate Change he Sheikh Dr 
Faleh bin Nasser bin Ahmed bin 
Ali Al Thani said, “This national 
programme to conserve and re-
store Qatar’s coastal ecosystems is 
important in maintaining ecologi-
cal balance and rehabilitating sen-
sitive ecological ecosystems that 
have been threatened by human 
and industrial activities.

“The Ministry of environment 
and Climate Change is keen to ben-
efit from nature-friendly solutions 
to mitigate the impact of climate 
change and to adapt to it. I am glad 
to announce that this new step will 
aim to work with Qatar Founda-
tion’s earthna Center and Qatar 
University to achieve the ministry’s 
goals in relation to planting more 
mangrove trees and committing 
to the conservation of mangrove 
forests, which will enhance our 
ecosystems and conserve biodiver-
sity.”

Dr Faleh explained that the 
Ministry of environment and Cli-

mate Change places the cultivation 
of trees in Qatar, including in man-
groves, among its priorities and 
over recent years, it has succeeded 
in doubling the areas of mangrove 
trees on Qatar’s north-eastern 
coast.

“The objectives of this national 
programme to conserve coastal 
ecosystems aligns with the minis-
try’s strategy and vision to increase 
the number of trees in Qatar and to 
rehabilitate ecosystems,” he said. 
“This is why the ministry is sup-
porting the collaboration reflected 
in the memorandum of under-
standing with earthna and Qatar 
University to move forward with 
the goals of this programme, which 
will serve the ministry’s vision and 
Qatar National Vision 2030 with 
regard to preserving and sustain-
ing the nation’s environment.”

President of Qatar University 
Dr hassan Al Derham said, “Qa-
tar University has a long history 
in the field of marine environment 
and conservation, and is keen to 
strengthen its local partnerships 
with various parties with similar 
concerns and commitments in this 
area.

“The ongoing research at Qa-
tar University in environmental 
conservation and sustainability, 
which echoes the vision of Qatar as 

a whole, aims to preserve the en-
vironmental heritage and protect 
natural resources, for present and 
future generations. We are pleased 
to be a part of this programme and 
use our wealth of knowledge at Qa-
tar University to contribute to this 
important cause.”

The MSC Foundation is dedi-
cated to restoring the balance be-
tween people and nature to protect 
biodiversity. With MSC Cruises 
supporting the FIFA World Cup 
Qatar 2022 through providing 
cruise ship accommodation for 
supporters, the MSC Foundation’s 
support for the national marine 
restoration program will contrib-
ute to the legacy that the tourna-
ment aims to create.

Pierfrancesco Vago, chair of the 
MSC Foundation executive Com-
mittee and executive chairman of 
the Cruise Division of MSC Group, 
said: “This collaboration reflects a 
shared commitment to caring for 
our Blue Planet. Bringing special-
ists to work in a synergistic power 
of three ecosystems together, tak-
ing a holistic approach to conserv-
ing and restoring mangroves, sea-
grass and coral reefs, combines all 
three interconnected systems to 
support marine biodiversity.

“As a family-led foundation, 
our vision and active commitment 
to long-term impact and long-term 
partnerships enables us to pioneer 
new ways to restore ocean health 
and biodiversity. We are honored 
to support Qatar in this valuable 
work.”

An additional core compo-
nent of the programme will focus 
on how mangrove forests, coastal 
seagrass and coral reefs interact 
symbiotically, forming some of the 
world’s most diverse and produc-
tive ecosystems while creating con-
ditions that can mitigate the effects 
of climate change.

The programme will study 
these interactions between the eco-
systems with the aim of identifying 
how best to support them and pro-
mote their positive effects, which is 
intended to support sustainability 
research and raising awareness on 
environmental protection in Qatar.

Qatar has become 
region’s role model 
in labour law reform

The report focused on the strong partnership be-
tween the Ministry of Labour and the ILO, and the 
leading role played by the organisation’s office in 
Doha, which is the first in the region, in this field.

Assistant Undersecretary for Labor Affairs at the 
Ministry Mohammed hassan Al Obaidli explained 
that the technical cooperation with the ILO in previ-
ous years came at the request of Qatar, noting that 
the joint programmes and projects have enhanced 
opportunities to benefit from international experi-
ences and apply global standards in the labor sector.

he said Qatar has become a role model in the re-
gion in the field of labour, and it will start showing 
its distinguished initiatives at the Asian labour min-
isters conference to be held at the end of this year in 
Singapore.

Obaidli hailed the commitment of Qatari employ-
ers and companies to labour laws and legislation.

he pointed out that Qatar has always believed in 
constructive dialogue, cooperation and coordination 
with various international and human rights organi-
sations, in the interest of the country’s labour mar-
ket, adding that the laws and reforms that have been 
implemented come within the development strategy 
and in implementation of the Qatar National Vision 
2030.

Very few labour complaints received by the min-
istry, compared to the number of workers in the 
country, he said.

Regard the false media allegations surrounding 
the labour issue, Obaidli said that Qatar is being sub-
jected to a fierce and systematic misleading media 
campaign, aimed at undermining it as it will host the 
FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022. 

he said the laws Qatar enacted and the reforms it 
implemented, as well as the positive results of these 
efforts that have been reflected on the expatriate 
workers, are the best response to refute these allega-
tions.

Obaidli also affirmed that Qatar is steadfastly 
moving forward with its efforts and will continue 
to work with the relevant authorities to complete 
the reform process and enhance the state’s posi-
tion as a pioneer of change in the region, without 
paying attention to those who try to dissuade it.

The Council was represented in the meeting, which was organised by 
the Inter-Parliamentary Union (IPU) in partnership with the House of 
Representatives of Egypt, by HE Mubarak bin Mohammed Al Kuwari 
and HE Salem bin Rashid Al Muraikhi, members of the Council.

Continued from page 1 
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Amir, DRC president discuss ties
The Amir his highness Sheikh Tamim bin hamad 
Al Thani received a phone call from President of the 
Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) Felix Tsh-
isekedi. During the phone call, they reviewed bilateral 
relationships between the two countries and the ways 
to enhance them, in addition to a host of topics of mu-
tual interest. (QNA)

Vice-chairperson and CEO of Qatar Foundation HE Sheikha Hind bint Hamad 
Al Thani, Minister of Environment and Climate Change HE Sheikh Dr Faleh bin 
Nasser bin Ahmed bin Ali Al Thani and President of Qatar University Dr Has-
san Al Derham witness the signing of the agreement in Doha on Sunday.

the meeting discussed var-
ious topics centred on cli-
mate change, the urgent 
need to address this crisis, 
the role of parliaments in 
facing this challenge, and 
supporting sustainability
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TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA 

AJ+ won the Silver AAAS Kavli Science 
Journalism Award in the category of 
Spot News/Feature Reporting for its 
story ‘The Bizarre COVID Side Effect 
No One Is Talking About’. 

The award is one of the most pres-
tigious in science journalism world-
wide. The video shows how a subset of 
COVID survivors are suffering from an 
unexpected side effect known as paros-
mia, a condition that causes their sense 
of smell to go haywire with no end in 
sight.

“We are incredibly honoured to 
have received the prestigious AAAS 
Kavli Science Journalism Silver Award 
for an episode of Eat This with Yara, a 
food journalism programme that was 
launched on AJ+ English in 2018. This 

award highlights the real-world impact 
of Al Jazeera’s continued investment in 
journalism and is but one of many im-
portant AJ+ contributions to not only 
the English-language media world, but 
also to the field of science,” said host 
and producer Yara Elmjouie.

Since their inception in 1945, 
the AAAS Kavil Science Journalism 
Awards have honoured distinguished 
reporting on science by professional 
journalists for a general audience. 

The programme, administered 
by the American Association for the 
Advancement of Science (AAAS) and 
endowed by The Kavli Foundation, 
is open to journalists worldwide. It’s 
2022 edition drew entries from a re-
cord 62 countries this year. Winners 
included journalists in India, China, 
Australia, South Korea, Germany and 
the United Kingdom.

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

TOD, the newest OTT plat-
form for the MENA region, 
has been recognised as the 
UP & Coming Streaming 
Platform at BroadcastPro ME 
Awards. 

TOD is one of the only 
platforms in the MENA re-
gion that offers extensive 
sports streaming along with 
premium entertainment con-
tent. It is gaining mass popu-
larity owing to it being the 
official streaming platform 
for FIFA World Cup Qatar 
2022TM in MENA.  

The platform also has ex-
clusive blockbusters such as 
Spiderman No way Home, 
Uncharted, King Richards, 
Matrix Resurrections and 
several other popular West-
ern, Turkish and Arabic 
shows, series and blockbust-
ers, including its own exclu-
sive “TOD Originals”. 

TOD also bundles over 40 
live channels, offering beIN’s 
bouquet of channels along 
with Cartoon Network, CNN 
News, FOX Movies HD, to 
name a few. 

Commenting on the win, 
Nashat Al Khaldi, manager, 
communications and events 
at TOD, said: “It is a moment 
of pride for each one of us at 
TOD that the efforts put in by 

the team to make a winning 
product in such a short span of 
time is commendable. Being 
recognised on the Broadcast-
Pro ME platform is a testimo-
ny to the love and appreciation 
that TOD is receiving from us-
ers across MENA for its con-
tent portfolio. The win inspires 
and motivates us to continue 
building a world-class product 
for our audiences. 

“A winning OTT plat-
form is a healthy mix of 
content and seamless user 
interface, and TOD, within 
a short span has managed 
to gain the users trust and 
appreciation for its offer-
ings. I dedicate this award 
to our audiences and to 
the amazing team at TOD, 
whose efforts have ensured 
a functional, intuitive and 
user-friendly platform.” 

The award ceremony was 
held on November 8, in Dubai, 
where media platforms across 
MENA were nominated for 
various award categories. 

The BroadcastPro ME 
Summit & Awards, in its 12th 
year, is a flagship event to 
promote and celebrate excel-
lence in the MENA entertain-
ment, broadcast and satellite 
industries. The award was 
received by Mayur Bhanji, 
head of Corporate Affairs and 
Communications, beIN Me-
dia Group, on behalf of TOD.

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

SOUQ Waqif Boutique Hotels, 
the five-star designer collection 
of boutique hotels known by its 
sheer opulence and royal herit-
age, has unveiled its exquisite 
and diverse ‘Al Fresco’ offers at 
its restaurants. The offers have 
been especially curated to offer 
guests and visitors the oppor-
tunity to taste the best delica-
cies prepared by elite chefs, 
while allowing them to enjoy 
the seasonal atmosphere and 
follow the much-awaited foot-
ball matches at the historical 
heart of Doha.

The upscale restaurants lo-
cated in different areas of Souq 
offer guests with the best culi-
nary options to enjoy in open 
air, live the football vibes and 
the opportunity to watch the 
matches of the most important 
sporting event taking place in 
2022. In addition, guests will 

be able to enjoy the scenery and 
historical walking paths and al-
leys of the vibrant Souq Waqif, 
which is considered the ideal 
destination for those looking 
to explore the history, heritage 
and culture of Qatar. 

During the football festivi-
ties, the Souq Waqif Boutique 
Hotel’s restaurants will be the 
best location to attract tour-
ists and visitors due to the easy 
accessibility via the metro sta-
tion located at the centre of the 
Souq, or the public and pri-
vate means of transportation 
which will bring the guests to 
the doorsteps of Arumaila Bou-
tique Hotel. 

‘La Piazza’ and ‘La Patisse-
rie’ will provide lovers of home-
style cooking from the Mediter-
ranean cuisine the opportunity 
to enjoy the daily breakfast buf-
fet from 6.30 am to 11am, in 
addition to the football menu, 
which will be available from 
12.00 pm until 2am with your 

choice of dining indoor or out-
door.

While ‘Argan’, the re-
nowned Moroccan restaurant 
with a great track record of the 
highest local and international 
awards, will offer guests the 
opportunity to taste the most 
delicious Moroccan dishes and 
choose between the set menu 
or the football menu daily from 
12 pm until 2 am with options 
of dining indoor or outdoor.

The ‘Al Shurfa’, Souq Waqif 
Boutique Hotels’ casual dining 
restaurant with its indoor and 
outdoor seating will provide 
the best dining experience with 
a picturesque sea view, over-
viewing the Corniche and its 
activities, and the Doha skyline, 
through the daily breakfast set 
menu from 8am to 11am. It 
will also provide guests with a 
specially curated set menu or a 
football menu, enabling them 
to discover a variety of deli-
cious Arabic and international 

bites every day from 12pm until 
2am and enjoy the magical sun-
set view. Live football matches 
will be available for the fans to 
enjoy and cheer for their team.

To provide the guests with 
more dining options, the man-
agement of Souq Waqif Bou-
tique Hotels has reopened the 
‘Al Matbakh’ restaurant on the 
roof top of the Arumaila Bou-
tique Hotel. The ‘Al Matbakh’ 
restaurant provides breath-
taking view of the city and the 
Doha Corniche, with a retract-
able roof to create an elegant 
atmosphere within a distinctive 
dining experience. Guests can 
enjoy the most delicious ori-
ental and international dishes 
brought to them by the ex-
pressly crafted football menu, 
which will be available daily 
from 3pm until 2am.

For bookings contact 
+974 70473687 or email 
fb.reservations.tswq@tivoliho-
tels.com

AJ+ wins Silver AAAS Kavli 
Science Journalism Award

BroadcastPro ME Awards: TOD now 
an Up & Coming Streaming Platform

Experience unique Al Fresco dining by 
Souq Waqif Boutique Hotels during WC
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COOKING sensation Chef Oz-
demir Burak, aka CZN Burak, 
welcomed VIP guests, local 
community members and me-
dia to sample his world-famous 
culinary talents at the opening 
of CZN Burak at Place Vendo-
me, Lusail. 

Following the success of 
his restaurants in Istanbul, 
Tajikistan and Dubai and his 
franchises CZN Burak Gurme, 

CZN Burak Burger and CZN 
Burak Sweets, CZN Burak’s 
debut in Qatar demonstrates 
the growing popularity of his 
larger-than-life social media 
personality. 

Chef CZN Burak, famous 
for creating giant-sized dishes 
– all while smiling and star-
ing straight at the camera – 
left event guests astounded at 
the opening event. He served 
his sumptuous salted roasted 
lamb shoulder, metre-long ke-
bab and his exceptional cheese 

kunefe, a specialty from his 
city, Hatay.

CZN Burak Managing Di-
rector Ertan Yetisener said, 
“We are delighted to welcome 
guests to experience the world 
of CZN Burak ahead of the 
FIFA World Cup. His culinary 
genius, delivered with creativ-
ity and passion, is a great ac-
companiment to Qatar at this 
exciting time. We are ready to 
welcome many visitors to ex-
perience the flavours of Tur-
key and the region. We’re sure 

they’ll leave with as big smile as 
Chef CZN Burak.”

CZN Bural offers a tempt-
ing array of Turkish special-
ties, including mixed grills and 
kebabs, signature casseroles, 
stuffed lamb ribs with rice, ki-
sir, hummus and a variety of 
delicious desserts, including 
kunefe and baklava. The over 
350-seater restaurant is located 
on C floor of the newly opened 
Place Vendome in Lusail.

 CZN Burak is open every 
day from 12pm to 12am.
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NH Collection Oasis Doha Ho-
tel has announced its opening 
early in 2023 as the first NH 
Collection property to open in 
Qatar.

The new hotel comprises 
299 guest rooms and suites 
and is situated in a prominent 
beachside destination along the 
Qatari capital’s eastern coast, 
with spectacular views of the 
Arabian Sea and city skyline. 
With versatile amenities and 
several signature dining ven-
ues, the hotel is set to become 
a truly distinctive destination 
in Doha.

The property is ideally lo-
cated along Doha’s eastern 
coast in the Ras Abu Abboud 
area, midway between the city 
centre and Hamad Interna-
tional Airport, well connected 
to Lusail in the north and to 
Saudi Arabia in the south. 

NH Collection Oasis Doha 
Hotel offers easy access to city 
centre attractions such as Souq 
Waqif, local museums, West-
bay and Doha Corniche. The 
hotel is located close to busi-
ness hubs and governmental 
offices such as Qatar Free Zone, 
the prime minister’s office, the 
council of ministers, Qatar 
Central Bank and other bank-
ing institutions.

Daniel Méndez, the hotel’s 
General Manager commented, 
“NH Collection Oasis Doha 
Hotel is a perfect starting point 
to discover and explore the city. 
The uniqueness of the property 
will be brought by carefully 
selected team members pas-
sionate about curating extraor-
dinary experiences for all our 
guests.”

“The uniqueness of the 
property will be brought by 
carefully selected team mem-
bers passionate about curating 
extraordinary experiences for 
all our guests” 

“NH Collection Oasis Doha 
Hotel is steeped in history and 
has retained its local character. 
With its captivating atmos-
phere and versatile dining and 
entertainment options, the new 
hotel will elevate the destina-
tion and add to the ever-evolv-
ing hospitality scene of Qatar,” 
said Darwish, chairman of Oa-
sis Hotels.  

With most guest rooms and 
suites offering panoramic sea 

views, the hotel’s interior de-
sign refers to the destination’s 
rich narrative, featuring inspir-
ing decor and contemporary 
elements, across a mix of supe-
rior and deluxe rooms. 

Higher category room types 
will include the two-bedroom 
Oasis Suite, with six such suites 
each offering 156 square me-
tres of space, a 193-sqm Presi-
dential Suite and an impressive 
Royal Suite, with 332 square 
metres of living space and a 
generous outdoor terrace. Suite 
guests will be able to access an 
exclusive Executive Lounge on 
the top floor of the hotel.

NH Collection Oasis Doha 
Hotel will welcome guests to 
exceptional hospitality. A par-
ticular highlight will be the ho-
tel’s pool, with its own cascade 
feature and bar. Other hotel 
facilities will include a fully-
equipped fitness centre, a kids’ 
club, NH Collection Spa, four 
padel courts and a relaxing 
rooftop lounge with impres-
sive views of Doha skyline. For 
meeting hosts, the hotel will 
be home to a unique 1600 sqm 
ballroom that can accommo-
date up to 1200 guests, in ad-
dition to seven well-equipped 
and naturally-lit meeting 
rooms. Calm, exclusive and re-
vitalising spaces are accessible 
to connect or disconnect. Dedi-
cated event specialists will go 
beyond spoken needs and re-
quirements, creating extraordi-
nary experiences.

The new property will fea-
ture a selection of signature 
food and beverage venues, 
including restaurants with in-
door and al fresco seating, two 
lounges and a relaxing pool 
bar. The Beach Club & Restau-
rant due to open in late 2023 
is set to become a benchmark 
for beachside entertainment 
and phenomenal cuisine. All 
venues will boast a stimulating 
atmosphere where everything 
harmoniously fits together and 
guests can feel indulged by a 
great selection of delicacies and 
culinary journeys.

Legendary Turkish Chef CZN Burak 
opens his first restaurant in Qatar

NH Collection Oasis 
Doha Hotel is all set
to open in early 2023

Mayur Bhanji, head of Corporate Affairs and Communications, 
beIN Media Group, receives the award on behalf of TOD.

Al Jomrok Al Shurfa interiorAl Matbakh Restaurant



Nation

Tribune news neTwork
Doha

From performances by artists 
with disabilities to sensory re-
treats and multi-sensory expe-
riences, the Education City Sta-
dium fan experience developed 
by Qatar Foundation will offer 
an inclusive and welcoming en-
vironment for every supporter 
when the FIFA World Cup Qatar 
2022 kicks off.

The Education City Stadium 
will host eight matches during 
the tournament, including one 
quarter final. on matchdays, 
fans will be able to enjoy a range 
of accessible activations on their 
way to the match via the routes 
taken from transport hubs, 
parking spaces, or drop-off loca-
tions to the stadium. 

Performances will include 
singing, dancing, and freestyle 
football, and will highlight both 
the culture of Qatar and the na-
tions playing at the Education 
City Stadium.

“Something for everyone 
was our guiding motto when 

designing the Education City 
Stadium fan experience,” said 
Brooke reid, manager of En-
gagement and Activation at Ed-
ucation City, Qatar Foundation. 

“We didn’t just want to cre-
ate a barrier-free environment, 
but an actively welcoming and 
inclusive one that fans of all 
abilities can enjoy.” 

Inclusive performances will 
include the Korean Traditional 
music orchestra for the Blind, 
which is comprised of visually 
impaired musicians, and dance-
offs between international 
break-dancers with disabilities. 
Live sign interpretation of musi-
cal performances will be avail-
able for the deaf and hearing 
impaired. 

other performances will in-
clude omar offendum – a Syr-
ian American hip hop artist – 
and rock band Faraway martin.

Several sensory activations 
will be present within the Edu-
cation City Stadium fan experi-
ence to help supporters with 
sensory regulation, including 
a freestanding music wall with 

instruments and noise-making 
capacity that will allow those 
that need auditory regulation 
to play and engage, while creat-
ing an opportunity for sensory 
stimulation. 

other sensory activations 
will include a tactile wall, com-
posed of rubber, seashells, 
sanded timber, wool and mosa-
ic tiles and a tactile path – com-
posed of concreted pebbles, 
carpet, exercise mat and cork. 
The tactile materials – a mix 
of soft, hard, raised, and other 
textured surfaces – will help 
people to self-regulate, avoid 
sensory overload, exhaustion, 
or burnout.

“These tactile surfaces will 
accommodate the needs of those 
prone to both sensory hyposen-
sitivity and hypersensitivity by 
being stimulating for under-re-
sponders and calming for over-
responders,” reid said. 

A wheelchair accessible light 
tunnel with soothing light pat-
terns and noise reduction will 
allow fans to take a break from 
the hustle and bustle of the fan 

experience and be in a safe, 
quiet space that can help reduce 
feelings of distress that can arise 
from overstimulation. mean-
while, a mobile sensory trailer, 
supplied by the Supreme Com-
mittee for Delivery & Legacy, 
will also be present along the 
route to the stadium, serving as 
a safe space and a refuge for fans 
with sensory issues. 

“Fan experience can differ 
greatly from one person to an-
other,” reid said. “Some fans 
may enjoy loud music and bright 
lights, whereas other may find 
the same music and lights over-
whelming and may need a break. 
That is exactly what the sensory 
trailer will help them do.” 

rest benches, with access for 
wheelchair users, will be avail-
able throughout to provide res-
pite to whoever needs it. A limit-
ed number of golf carts will also 
be available to support fans with 
limited mobility to move back 
and forth from the stadium. 

Accessibility volunteers – 
trained by Qatar Foundation 
and part of the FIFA World 

Cup Qatar 2022™ volunteering 
force – will be positioned at key 
points of the fan experience. 
They are informed and trained 
to interact, accommodate, and 
support fans of all abilities. “For 
example, accessibility volun-
teers will carry visual commu-
nication cards that will allow 
them to interact and support 
fans that are non-verbal, deaf 
and hard of hearing or even 
those that are unable to com-
municate because of a language 
barrier,” reid said.  

other activations will in-
clude an interactive location 
where spectators will attempt 
to head a football, a wall with 
plants representing the 32 na-
tions participating in the tour-
nament, a gigantic trophy, a 
photo booth, a Qatari majlis, 
and sustainability sculptures.  

Activations will start three 
hours prior to match kick-off 
times, pause during the match, 
and resume for two hours af-
ter the game, and will include 
cultural performances relevant 
to countries playing on specific 

match days.
“A lot of thought and plan-

ning has gone into ensuring 
inclusivity is at the core of the 
Education City Stadium fan 
experience, from including 
performers of all abilities to of-
fering a wide range of inclusive 
activations to having trained ac-
cessible volunteers onsite,” reid 
said.

“The experience of going to 
a football match, and everything 
that comes with it, can be over-
stimulating for many of us, but 
particularly those with sensory 
issues, and so they often refrain 
from attending which can create 
feelings of exclusion. Through 
creating an inclusive fan expe-
rience – we are using sport as 
a powerful tool to foster social 
inclusion – and we hope it will 
allow fans of all abilities to have 
an enjoyable match day experi-
ence.” 

For more information on 
the Education City Stadium fan 
experience, please visit https://
www.qf.org.qa/events/educa-
tion-city-fan-experience

Fan experience at Education City Stadium to offer accessible activities
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InDIA and Bangladesh have 
not qualified for the FIFA 
World Cup Qatar 2022 and 
the two countries will not fea-
ture in the official Fans’ Cup 
hosted by World Cup organis-
ers. However, the two Asian 
countries will feature in a 7-a-
side football tournament in-
volving six teams on novem-
ber 19 and 20, organisers of 
the event informed yesterday.

The event will take place 
in the sporting arena of Al 
rayyan International School 
and will be played on a 
league-cum-knockout basis 
with the top teams from the 
league stages making it to the 
final. The other teams in the 
tournament are hosts Qatar, 
England, mexico and Argen-
tina.

mexican fan miguel is ex-
cited to be part of the tour-
nament ahead of the official 
FIFA Fans’ Cup. “We, mexi-
cans fans, are delighted and 
excited that a tournament of 
such a nature is taking place in 
Qatar ahead of the FIFA Fans’ 
Cup. It is a nice opportunity 
to fine-tune our team for the 
FIFA Fans’ Cup,” he said.

meanwhile, the World Cup 

organizers have announced 
the Fans’ Cup will be held 
from november 29 to Decem-
ber 2 in central Doha with fans 
competing for the biggest title 
in football fandom. The Fans’ 
Cup is a four-day event bring-
ing fans from across the world 
together to take part in a thrill-
ing five-a-side tournament 
during the FIFA World Cup 
Qatar 2022. Fans from all 32 
competing nations are invited 
to take part to determine the 
champions of the fan world.

The competing teams will 
consist of minimum of seven 
players and maximum of 10 
players of same gender and 
over 18 years of age during the 
football showpiece event with 
passionate fans competing for 
amazing prizes.

All visiting players must 
have travel and accommo-
dation secured for the FIFA 
World Cup Qatar 2022 during 
the dates of the Fans’ Cup and 
must be nationals/residents 
of the country that they want 
to represent.

To register a team, visit qa-
tar2022.qa/en/fanscup and 
follow registration instruc-
tions. Full names and FIFA 
World Cup Qatar 2022 match 
ticket reference numbers for 
each player is required.

sanThosh Chandran
Doha

A recently launched music video, 
reflecting the spirit of FIFA, has 
gone viral on social media. Titled 
‘Hayya ma’ana’ (Let the game 
win), the multilingual video 
song, which depicts the beauty 
of Qatar’s cities and its natural 
landscape, has already stolen the 
heart of music and football lovers 
all around. 

Launched via Saina music’s 
YouTube platform, it is a highly 
energetic fan song in English and 
Arabic, which has a fine touch of 
Western and Indian music fla-
vours, and invites all to join the 
fun.

The Arabic lyric has been 

penned by Qatar’s renowned 
poet Khalifa Jamaan Al Suwaidi, 
with more than 250 songs to his 
credit. The Arabic portion is sung 
by upcoming Arabic singer nadir 
Abdul Salam. The English lyric 

has been penned by Prasanth 
mathew, who has written quite a 
few songs in the Indian language 
malayalam.

“Young talented musicians 
from Qatar want to share their 
passion for the game, music and 
the country and then channel 
it towards the success of FIFA 
World cup 2022. They came to-
gether and created the fan song”, 
Prasanth mathew told to Qatar 
Tribune.

The composer and second 
lead singer of the music video is 
Allen George Varghese, a Qatar 
based musician and professional 
audio engineer, associated with 
the local band Kanal Qatar.

The mixing and master-
ing has been done by renjith 

Viswanathan, a well experienced 
sound engineer. He is a well-
known figure in the South Indian 
film industry and has been asso-
ciated with many famous music 
directors.

The song video has been 
directed by PPm Firos from 
oxygen Productions, who is 
well known for his directo-
rial contributions in his native 
language. His work nizhalat-
tangal is receiving considerable 
appreciation for its directorial 
brilliance. 

Cinematography has been 
done by Aakash Sajan and ed-
iting by mubashir Zam. The 
choreography is a joint effort of 
maria John, Titty Varghese and 
Hayam medhat.

India & Bangladesh to  
feature in 7-a-side football 
tournament ahead of WC

Multilingual music video 
on Qatar WC goes viral
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Wide range of inclusive activations to welcome fans of all abilities during the FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022

Ministry of Defence holDs Desert caMp for forces participating in securing WorlD cup

Qatar’s Ministry of Defence organised the Desert Camp to welcome allied forces participating in securing the FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022.  The event was attended by Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of State for Defence 
Affairs HE Dr Khalid bin Mohammed Al Attiyah. The event introduced allied forces to Qatar’s customs and traditions through various activities, including the Ardah performance, Qatar’s traditional sword dance. The event 
was also attended by Chief of Staff of the Qatar Armed Forces HE Lieutenant-General (Pilot) Salem bin Hamad bin Aqeel Al Nabit, Advisor to the Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of State for Defence Affairs Major-Gener-
al (Pilot) Mohammed Abdullatif Al Mannai and Chairperson of the Ministry of Defence’s executive committee for the FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022, and Major-General Saeed Husayn Al Khayarin, commander of the Combined 
Joint Task Force for the FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022, and a number of ambassadors and military attachés to the country, along with senior Qatari officers.

Visuals from the video song - Hayya ma’ana’ (Let the game win) launched recently.
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At the beginning of this aca-
demic year, Qatar Charity (QC) 
received more than 100 female 
university students in the fur-
nished and equipped female 
student housing that it estab-
lished in the Bosnian capital of 
Sarajevo in 2020.

this housing has been allo-
cated for the benefit of orphans 
who enrol in universities, as well 
as female students from fami-
lies with low incomes who come 
from areas far from the capital 
to continue their education. 

It provides the students a 
comfortable living and learning 
environment that encourages 
them towards academic achieve-
ments. the students are pro-
vided food, drinking, guarding, 
cleaning, Internet and a host of 
basic services. they also benefit 
from a well-equipped gym with 
all modern sports equipment. 
All the students’ needs during 
her studies are provided.

through this project, Qatar 
Charity has succeeded in re-
moving the burden from some 

Bosnian families. It has also 
been successful in increasing 
the number and performance of 
the female students. It has done 
so by creating the appropriate 
atmosphere for the female stu-
dents to devote themselves to 
study, research, and educational 
attainment, and to invest their 
leisure time in purposeful pro-
grammes and activities.

this place was not just a 
residence for several female 
students, but it was like a fam-
ily home that provided a safe 
environment besides a variety of 
services. this was evident from 

the happiness and gratitude of 
the students who spoke about 
this project.

Asma Marhorovic, a student 
studying at the College of Visual 
Communication said: “I am very 
grateful for a project like this. 
I thank the philanthropists in 
Qatar, and I am very grateful 
to Qatar Charity and those in 
charge of it and to everyone who 
brought hope into our lives and 
made us dream of a better life.”

Maryam Kibori Falisetti, 
another student said: “I did not 
imagine that I would receive this 
attention. I cannot express to 

you what is inside me, but I say, 
God, bless you all.”

It is worth noting that this 
project was officially welcomed 
in Bosnia. It was praised by Dr. 
Besira turkovic, Deputy Prime 
Minister and Minister of For-
eign Affairs of Bosnia. 

Expressing her happiness 
with this educational housing 
edifice established by Qatar 
Charity, she said: “the housing 
is comparable to international 
centres and is an example in 
strengthening the bonds broth-
erhood and friendship between 
the Qatari and Bosnian peoples.”

Qatar Charity gets new female 
students in Sarajevo’s housing

Qatar Rail and GORD strengthen 
climate commitments at COP27
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REInFoRCInG its position as 
a leading entity driving sustain-
ability endeavours and climate 
actions regionally and globally, 
the Gulf organisation for Re-
search & Development (GoRD) 
has joined the 27th session of 
the Conference of the Parties 
(CoP27) to the UnFCCC taking 
place from november 6 to 18 in 
Sharm El Sheikh, Egypt. 

the annual climate event is 
a coming together of countries 
and organisations to address 
the climate challenges facing 
the world today.

GoRD’s key activities at 
CoP27 include multi-stake-
holder engagements through 
high-level meetings with gov-
ernments and international 
entities, knowledge exchange 
and capacity building through 
workshops and seminars, and 
cross-sector synergies through 
partnerships and alliances 
with leading organizations. 

At CoP27’s Green Zone 
and Blue Zone, GoRD’s del-
egation of sustainability and 
climate experts, led by Found-
ing Chairman Dr. Yousef Al-
horr, are offering insightful 
presentations and panel dis-
cussions.

Speaking on the sidelines 
of the event, Dr. Alhorr said, 
“As an entity pushing the cli-
mate agenda for more than a 
decade, our participation at 
CoP27 is driven by the need 
to accelerate sustainable solu-
tions at scale and speed. We 
are here to highlight Qatar’s 

green initiatives, projects and 
success stories that GoRD 
is proud and honoured to be 
part of. At the same time, we 
look forward to widening the 
reach and scope of our sus-
tainability efforts by exploring 
cross-sector synergies with 
leading organisations operat-
ing regionally and globally.”

During the first week of 
CoP, experts from GoRD de-
livered a range of seminars, 
panel discussions and prod-
uct demonstrations, followed 
by Q&As and networking at 
GoRD Pavilion designed to 
provide a mix of knowledge ex-
change activities and network-
ing opportunities with a range 
of facilities including confer-
ence space, meeting room and 
exhibition space. Key focus 
areas covered as part of these 
multi-stakeholder engage-
ments included green building 
best practices, RDI in the field 
of sustainable built environ-
ment, smart solutions to cata-
lyse energy transition, green 
finance and ESG strategies 
and compliance. 

the first week of GoRD’s 
participation resulted in prom-
ising outcomes including stra-
tegic collaborations and part-
nerships across various sectors 
to foster sustainable develop-
ment. 

Under GoRD’s agreement 
with Qatar Rail signed by Dr. 
Alhorr and Qatar Rail’s Chief of 
Service Delivery, Eng. Abdulla 
Saif Al-Sulaiti, the partner-
ing entities will collaborate to 
promote sustainable building 
practices through the imple-
mentation of the Global Sus-
tainability Assessment System 
(GSAS) Design & Build and 
Construction Management cer-
tifications for Qatar Rail’s new 
stations, and adoption of GSAS 
operations for the existing sta-
tions. 

other areas of collaboration 
covered in the MoU include ca-
pacity building through train-
ings and educational programs, 
facilitating environmental au-
dits for facilities as required; 
and conducting specific sus-
tainability consultancy services 
for various projects.
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QAtAR national Library 
(QnL) donated and received 
a selection of books from the 
Félix María Pareja Islamic Li-
brary in Madrid. the books 
were exchanged by the Em-
bassy of Spain in Qatar during 
a ceremony held at the library 
recently. 

the ceremony was at-
tended by Minister of State 
and President of Qatar na-
tional Library HE Dr Hamad 
bin Abdulaziz Al Kawari and 
Ambassador of Spain to Qatar 
HE Javier Carbajosa Sanchez. 

the exchanged books 
are part of several collabo-
rations aimed at enhancing 
and strengthening bilateral 
relations between Qatar and 
Spain. the books selected by 
both the library and the Félix 
María Pareja Islamic Library, 
which is run by the Spanish 
International Development 
Cooperation Agency (AECID), 

present aspects of Qatar and 
Spain such as the history, arts 
and culture, architecture, Is-
lamic studies and sciences. 

Commenting on the oc-
casion, Dr Kawari said, “the 
visit by the delegation from 
the Spanish Embassy to the 
library reflects the strong cul-
tural relations between Spain 
and Qatar, which in turn 

reflects the strength of the 
mutual ties between the two 
countries. We thank the Em-
bassy of Spain in Qatar and 
the Félix María Pareja Islamic 
Library for this wonderful 
selection of books that cover 
various topics, disciplines 
and areas that will help the 
community in Qatar expand 
their knowledge about Islamic 

studies and their research of 
Spain as well as enhance cul-
tural exchange globally.”

“We also hope that the 
books gifted to the Félix Ma-
ría Pareja Islamic Library will 
cultivate a culture of reading 
and lifelong learning and pro-
mote a better understanding 
of Qatari culture among the 
general public in Spain,” he 
added. 

Ambassador Sanchez said, 
“I am delighted to be a part of 
this book exchange between 
Qatar national Library and 
the Félix María Pareja Islamic 
Library. We thank Dr Kawari 
and the library for their gener-
ous donation.”

“the Félix María Pareja 
Islamic Library has donated 
86 books on a diverse range of 
topics, which include Al An-
dalus and Maghreb. I believe 
that this exchange of books 
will represent the first chapter 
in a longer path of coopera-
tion between the two institu-
tions,” he said.

QNL exchanges books with Embassy 
of Spain to strengthen cultural bonds
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RESEARCHERS and clinicians 
at Sidra Medicine have con-
ducted comprehensive studies 
related to the epidemiology, ge-
netic landscape and causes of 
diabetes in Qatar. 

the studies will pave the 
way for the implementation of 
present and future therapies, in-
cluding precision medicine solu-
tions to address different forms 
of diabetes affecting children 
and young people.

one of the studies, published 
in the Journal of Diabetes In-
vestigation and funded by the 
Qatar national Research Fund 
(QnRF), was the first compre-
hensive study related to the in-
cidence and prevalence of dia-
betes mellitus in Qatar. Diabetes 
Mellitus is a chronic metabolic 
condition with hyperglycemia 
resulting from inadequate pro-
duction of insulin or resistance 
to insulin action. 

Prof Khalid Hussain, divi-
sion chief of Endocrinology 
at Sidra Medicine, said: “the 
global burden of diabetes mel-
litus is rapidly increasing with 
an estimated average increase of 
three to four per cent in preva-
lence every year. this study is 
the first of its kind in the MEnA 
region to systematically recruit 
every child with diabetes mel-
litus in Qatar, from birth to 18 
years, and accurately classify the 
underlying biochemical and ge-
netic causes in each child. 

“It found a high incidence 
and prevalence of both type 1 
diabetes and type 2 diabetes in 
children in Qatar; with Qatar 
having the fourth highest inci-
dence of type 1 diabetes mellitus 
in children after Finland, Swe-
den, Saudi Arabia.”

“the data collected from the 
study will form the basis for es-
tablishing the national diabetes 
registry for children in Qatar. It 
will provide a platform for un-
dertaking further studies that 
will aim at understanding why 
diabetes is so common. this 
signifies Sidra Medicine’s com-
mitment to enhancing present 
treatment as well as the devel-
opment of precision medicine 
strategies and solutions to help 
children with all types of diabe-
tes in Qatar,” added Prof Hus-
sain.

Another study in collabo-
ration with Qatar Genome 
Programme (QGP) and Qatar 
Biobank, also funded by QnRF, 
aims to develop the best Poly-

genic Risk Score (PRS) algo-
rithm to predict and prevent 
type 2 diabetes complications in 
diabetic patients. 

A PRS is a number that de-
fines the level of risk a person 
has to develop a disease or its 
complications over a defined 
period. Using a genetic based 
predictive PRS model can strat-
ify type 2 diabetes patients from 
those who are healthy or unaf-
fected by the disease and com-
paring it to those who are at risk 
of developing kidney and car-
diovascular complications.  

Dr Ammira Al Shabeeb Akil, 
principal investigator and head 
of the diabetes prevention re-
search team at Sidra Medicine, 
said: “the clinical implications 
of the study will allow the early 
identification and follow-up of 
patients with type 2 diabetes 
who are at risk of developing 
complications. this will enable 
targeted intervention, including 
primary prevention for such pa-
tients. not only will this have a 
substantial impact on the man-
agement of type 2 diabetes pa-
tients, it will also have a signifi-
cant impact on health care costs 
by not over-treating patients at 
low risk while preventing com-
plications in those susceptible 
to developing costly complica-
tions such as kidney hemodi-
alysis.” 

Sidra Medicine is in partner-
ship with QnRF, QGP, Qatar 
Biobank, Qatar Diabetes Asso-
ciation and several other local 
and international entities in its 
diabetes research programmes.

Research work at Sidra
Medicine helps establish
Qatar’s diabetes registry

Tribune news neTwork
Doha

QAtAR University (QU) and 
Education Above All (EAA) 
have signed an agreement to 
develop and enhance joint 
cooperation and utilise their 
common potentials in the ar-
eas related to EAA’s Qatar 
Scholarship Programme ‘Al 
Fakhoora’.

the agreement was signed 
by QU Vice President for Stu-
dent Affairs Dr Eiman Musta-
fawi and EAA Programme Di-
rector talal Al-Hothal. 

through this agreement, 
the two parties aim to establish 

a cadre of non-Qatari youth in 
Qatar from underserved back-
grounds empowered by quality 
academic programmes, capac-
ity development and support 
systems, making meaningful 
contributions in Qatar and 
globally.

Dr Eiman Mustafawi said, 
“We are pleased to sign this 
agreement with Education 
Above All, which will benefit 
Qatar University students. We 
are always keen to provide the 
best educational opportunities 
for our students and through 
this programme we will work 
to support these students as 
well as work on various other 

areas of common interest to 
both parties.” 

talal Al-Hothal said, “So 
far the programme has provid-
ed 125 scholarships to students 
inside Qatar from various uni-
versities, with the support of 
the General Directorate of En-
dowment. thanks to this schol-
arship programme, Education 
Above All aims to provide edu-
cational opportunities to create 
a future for all students. 

“We are working with our 
partners such as Qatar Uni-
versity, to provide support and 
create fair educational oppor-
tunities that allow all students 
to access quality education.”

QU and EAA sign agreement to 
offer scholarships for students 
under ‘Al Fakhoora’ programme

Prof Khalid Hussain

Dr Ammira Al Shabeeb Akil

The books were exchanged by the Embassy of Spain in Qatar during 
a ceremony held at the library recently.

The agreement was signed by QU Vice President for Student Affairs Dr Eiman Mustafawi and EAA Pro-
gramme Director Talal Al-Hothal.
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AfricAn 
fAns  
dAzzle 
QAtAr 
streets

Khalid Tawalbeh
Doha

T
he FIFA World Cup Qa-
tar 2022 is almost here 
and so are the fans. But 
when it comes to fanfare, 
no can beat the Africans. 

They have literally taken over the Qa-
tar streets, including Doha Corniche 
and Souq Waqif, ahead of the FIFA 
World Cup Qatar 2022.

With their dances, slogans and 
agility of their movements, the fans 
have turned the squares of Souq Wa-
qif and Doha Corniche into African 
theater and carnivals.

exciting dances, accompanied by 
sound music, varying from country 
to country, are taking place in Qatar. 
African dance, one of the customs and 
traditions of many African countries, 
is not only limited to football stadi-
ums, but also to anywhere and any-
time.

Speaking to Qatar Tribune, Mo-
hamed Moussa, one of the leaders 
of the Ghanaian fans, said, “Football 
provokes the feelings of Africans as 
if we are at a wedding, the fans per-
form their various dances to the tune 
of the sounds of tambourines and 
flutes. They hit the ground with their 
feet, their body movements, they di-
rect these dance messages to the op-
ponent that we will win and not be 
defeated.”

“The fans of Ghana celebrate 
when their team wins with a certain 
dance, and they are also keen on 
wearing clothes in various colours. 
These dances inspire enthusiasm in 
the hearts of the fans and therefore in 
the hearts of the players, who when 
they hear these jigs get excited, and 
the excitement in football begins,”

“Football moves a lot of emotions 
in us that stay with us for a long time 
even after the final whistle blows,” 
commented Selim Oumar from the 
Republic of Senegal and a resident 

of Qatar. he added, “As fans, we are 
excited for a long time before entering 
and after leaving the stadium, and we 
are overwhelmed by thousands chant-
ing the name of our country with in-
describable happiness.”

he stressed that the game of foot-
ball is synonymous with joy, contrib-
utes to relieving the stress of life, and 
represents a welcoming haven for 
many to face challenges. 

“The round witch spreads un-
paralleled forms of joy and pleasure, 
which is why I am excited and feel my-
self a young man whenever I hear the 
cheers of the fans of the Senegalese 
national team.”

Oumar expressed his happiness 
with the participation of his coun-
try’s national team in the World Cup, 
which brings together fans from all 
over the world to celebrate football at 
an exceptional sports festival on the 
soil of Qatar.

African journalist Naville Chaikh 
said, “The dances of African countries 
are very famous and you find them 
in all sports forums in the world. The 
Azonto dance is performed by Ghana-
ian fans, and in Senegal the Pat Pat 
dance, known to the Jola people, is 
one of the most famous traditional 
dances and is performed by fans of the 
Senegalese national football team 
everywhere in the world.”

Lamine Mamadou, a fan of 
the Ghanaian national team, 
stressed the importance of 
football and its ability to 
bring people together un-
der one banner regard-
less of their origin, affili-
ation, language, colour 
and ethnicity.

“Football is differ-
ent from other sports 
in its great impact in 
creating harmony be-
tween people, as well 
as contributing to 
changing the prevail-

ing perceptions of a culture or region, 
bringing people closer together and 
spreading a culture of tolerance and 
peace,” Mamadou said.

he pointed out that the fans’ at-
tendance at the matches is not lim-
ited to supporting the national team, 
but also to the desire to celebrate this 
beautiful sport together and express 
everyone’s passion for football.

“Football has a clear influence on 
my personality and my way of think-
ing. I learned from football that life is 
an arena for honest competition, and 
it is necessary to cooperate and play in 
a team spirit in order to win and re-
turn a part of the beauty of our home-
land to us,” he added.

Amy Malick, a fan of the Cam-
eroon national team who arrived in 
Qatar for the World Cup, said: “I am 
keen to support the Cameroon na-
tional team and encourage it in com-
petitions because it represents our 
country in front of the world.”

“The players are considered the 
best ambassadors for their country, as 
are the enthusiastic fans in the stands. 
The Cameroonian national team has 
the support of Cameroonian fans 
from all over the world.”

With their dances, slogans and agility of their 
movements, excited fans have turned the 
squares of Souq Waqif and Doha Corniche 
into African theater and carnivals



Agencies

Six people have been killed and 
53 others wounded as an explo-
sion rocked a busy pedestrian 
street in central istanbul, in 
an incident that President Re-
cep Tayyip Erdogan has called 
a bomb attack that “smells like 
terrorism”.

On Sunday, ambulanc-
es raced to the scene on the 
packed istiklal avenue, which 
police had quickly cordoned 
off. The area, in the Beyoglu 
district of Turkey’s largest cit-
Ay, had been crowded as usual 
at the weekend with shoppers, 
tourists and families.

Speaking before his depar-
ture to the Group of 20 (G20) 
summit in indonesia on Sun-
day, Erdogan said the explo-
sion appeared to be a “heinous 
attack” and pledged that its 
perpetrators would be pun-
ished.

“Our people can rest as-
sured that the culprits behind 
the attack will be punished as 
they deserve,” he said at a press 
conference, adding that initial 
information suggested “a wom-
an played a part” in it.

“it would be wrong to say 
this is undoubtedly a terrorist 
attack, but the initial develop-
ments and initial intelligence 
from my governor is that it 
smells like terrorism,” Erdogan 
said.

Four people died at the 
scene and two died in the hos-
pital, Erdogan said. Another 53 
were wounded, according to in-
formation he received from the 
istanbul governor.

istanbul Governor Ali Ye-
rlikaya earlier said the explo-
sion occurred at about 4:20pm 
(13:20 GMT) on Sunday.

A video posted online 

showed flames erupting and 
a loud bang, as pedestrians 
turned and ran away.

“My condolences to those 
who lost their lives in the ex-
plosion on istiklal avenue,” 
Mayor Ekrem imamoglu said 
on Twitter.

Nobody has claimed re-
sponsibility for the blast. Tur-
key was hit by a string of deadly 
bombings between 2015 and 
2017 by iSiL (iSiS) and by the 
outlawed Kurdistan Workers’ 
Party (PKK).

Al Jazeera’s Sinem Koseo-
glu, reporting from istiklal av-
enue, said three suspects were 
reportedly involved in the ex-
plosion.

Erdogan “mentioned that 
the main suspect [in the inci-
dent] is a female,” Koseoglu 
said, adding that officials be-
lieve that she is a PKK member.

Koseoglu said that she re-
portedly dropped a bag of ex-
plosives in the middle of the 
street packed with civilians and 
that it detonated a few minutes 
after she left.

“i learned from my sources 
that the other two suspects are 
two very young men who were 
born after 2000,” she also said.

Koseoglu added there was 
no information on the identi-
ties of the perpetrators yet.

Ambulances and security is 
seen after an explosion on busy 

pedestrian istiklal street in is-
tanbul.

Ambulances and security 
on istiklal avenue in istanbul 
[Kemal Aslan/Reuters] Koseo-
glu said the explosion comes as 
a shock because there have not 
been any recent warnings over 
attacks in the city.

“But security measures 
have remained high in the 
area,” she said.

Murat Aslan, a security 
analyst, told Al Jazeera that the 
place where the blast occurred 
is a very crowded area with 
high security in place.

“The police in general is on 
the highest level in this area,” 
he said.

Istanbul bombing kills 
six, wounds dozens 
on popular avenue

Ambulances line up as Turkish policemen try to secure the area after a strong explosion of unknown origin 
shook the busy shopping street of  Istiklal in Istanbul, on Sunday. (AFP)

Phnom Penh: Japanese Prime minister Fumio Kishida and 
South Korean President Yoon Sek Yeol held the first formal 
meeting between the two countries’ leaders in three years on 
Sunday in a sign of growing rapprochement after years of tense 
relations.

Kishida and Yoon met on the sidelines of an Association of 
Southeast Asian nations (ASeAn) summit in Phnom Penh.

Relations have been strained in part because of Japan’s oc-
cupation of the peninsula up to the end of World War II, coupled 
with continuing conflict over wartime reparations.

The two leaders agreed to seek solutions to outstanding prob-
lems as soon as possible, Japan’s Kyodo news agency reported. 
They had previously met on the sidelines of the Un General 
Assembly in new York at the end of September, with both sides 
stressing that the encounter was merely “informal.” (dpa)

Japanese and South Korean leaders hold 
talks as tensions ease

News 
in brief

German tennis star Becker could be 
released from UK jail and deported early

London: ex-tennis star Boris Becker, imprisoned in Britain, 
could soon be deported to Germany, according to a report in 
British newspaper the Sun.

The 54-year-old has been approved for a fast-track pro-
gramme that allows foreign prisoners to be released much 
earlier, the tabloid wrote on Sunday.

“he has been signed up to a scheme that will ensure he 
gets home in time for Christmas,” the Sun quoted a prison 
source as saying. Becker’s German lawyer Christian-oliver moser 
would not comment on the newspaper report when contacted.

German Becker - who lived in London - was sentenced to two 
and a half years in prison at the end of April for concealing as-
sets worth millions from his insolvency administrators.

he has been held for several months in huntercombe Prison 
west of London. According to British law, prisoners can be re-
leased on parole if they have served at least half of their prison 
sentence. (dpa)

Taliban claim elimination of Islamic State 
hideout in Kabul

ISLAmABAd: Five people were killed after the Taliban attacked 
a suspected hideout of the Islamic State (IS) overnight in the 
northern part of Kabul city, Taliban authorities announced on 
Sunday. Residents of Khairkhana, a predominantly ethnic-Tajik 
populated area in Kabul city, reported several explosions and 
heavy gunfire for hours overnight.

In a statement, the Taliban’s intelligence agency claimed that 
they conducted a special operation on a hideout of “Khawarij” 
located in a residential house in police district 15 of the city. 
The Taliban use the term to refer to those with an alleged affilia-
tion with the Islamic State, a rival hardliner group.

According to the Taliban statement, those killed were in-
volved in minor bombings in Kabul and plotted to launch a more 
significant attack. Since returning to power in August last year, 
the Taliban are severely suppressing their opposition under dif-
ferent pretexts. (dpa)

British Channel crossings to the 
UK exceed 40,000 for the year

Iran reacts sharply to criticism from 
German chancellor on protests

At ASEAN summit, Biden condemns 
North Korea’s ‘provocative’ behaviour

dpA 
London

MORE than 40,000 migrants 
have crossed the English 
Channel to Britain so far this 
year, British government fig-
ures have shown.

Some 972 people were de-
tected on Saturday in 22 boats, 
the Ministry of Defence (MoD) 
said, taking the provisional to-
tal for the year to 40,885.

in 2021, there were 28,561 
recorded.

The arrivals on Saturday 
were the first so far in No-
vember, with the most recent 
crossings previously made on 
October 31 when 46 people 
were detected on one boat.

Yvette Cooper, Labour’s 

shadow home secretary, said: 
“Dangerous boat crossings are 
putting lives at risk. 

These figures show the 
government has completely 
failed to prevent the criminal 
smuggler and trafficking gangs 
hugely expanding in the Chan-
nel over the last three years.

“The Conservatives need to 
urgently adopt Labour’s plan 
for a major new unit of the Na-
tional Crime Agency to crack 
down on the criminal gangs.

“Ministers also need to sort 
out their own failing decision-
making systems so they clear 
the backlogs that border staff 
have warned are acting as a 
recruiting tool for those smug-
gler gangs.

“it is unacceptable that 

just 4% of last year’s small 
boat cases have even been pro-
cessed.

“The Conservatives’ rhet-
oric and gimmicks haven’t 
worked. We need serious, hard 
work to make sure the Home 
Office gets a grip.” 

The milestone comes as 
immigration minister Robert 
Jenrick has insisted a move 
towards more basic accom-
modation is necessary to re-
move a “pull factor” for those 
making their way to Britain in 
small boats.

He claimed the country’s 
“generosity” towards refugees 
is being “abused” by people 
“skipping the queue,” putting 
a strain on the immigration 
system.

dpA 
BeRLIn 

THE iranian government lashed 
out at German Chancellor Olaf 
Scholz on Sunday, warning that 
his comments on the protests 
sweeping the country would 
cause “damage over the long-
term.” 

Foreign Ministry spokes-
man Nasser Kanaani described 
Scholz’s comments as “provoca-
tive, interfering and undiplo-
matic” and said they were sabo-
taging the historical relationship 
between the two countries.

“We recommend that the 
German government find the 
way back to discretion so as to 
avoid further disruption of bilat-
eral relations,” Kanaani said.

Speaking in a podcast on 
Saturday evening, Scholz ex-
pressed sharp criticism of the 
way the Tehran government has 
dealt with the protests.

“What kind of government 
are you that shoots at its own 
people?” he queried. Anyone 
who acted in this way should 
expect resistance, the chancellor 
added.

Amid criticism of its govern-
ments rule abroad, the iranian 
parliament has also denied re-
ports of a call by a majority of 
MPs for harsher punishments 
for iran’s detained protesters.

“The letter of 227 MPs 
mentioned in the media repre-
sented forged documents and 
the reports in this regard are 
thus denied,” the parliament an-

nounced in a press statement on 
Sunday.

Some MPs had only called 
for harsh punishments for 
those involved in murder and 
bloodshed during the unrest, 
the statement said, according to 
Fars news agency.

Last week, 227 of the total 
290 MPs had issued a state-
ment accusing demonstrators 
across the country of “war 
against God” and demanding 
that the judiciary pass appro-
priate sentences, according to 
media reports.

islamic law dictates that 
the charge of “war against God” 
may result in the death penalty, 
which is how the iranian par-
liament’s statement was inter-
preted abroad.

dpA 
Phnom Penh 

US President Joe Biden on 
Sunday condemned North Ko-
rea’s “provocative” behaviour 
and described Japan and South 
Korea as “critical allies of the 
United States.” 

Speaking before a trilateral 
meeting with Japanese Prime 
Minister Fumio Kishida and 
South Korean President Yoon 
Suk-yeol at the Association of 
Southeast Asian Nations (ASE-
AN) summit in Phnom Penh 
on Sunday, Biden stressed that 
Washington’s relationship with 
both Japan and South Korea “is 
more important than it’s ever 
been.” 

Biden said the trio of world 
leaders would discuss expand-
ing coordinated support in 
Ukraine, working towards the 
“common goal” of a “free and 
open indo-Pacific,” supply 
chain issues, and how to main-
tain peace and stability for Tai-
wan.

Both Biden and Japanese 
Prime Minister Fumio Kishi-
da expressed condolences to 
South Korea for the Halloween 
parade crush that killed hun-
dreds of people.

Kishida said it was “ex-

tremely timely” that the three 
leaders were meeting, with 
more nuclear missile tests from 
North Korea expected soon.

South Korean President 
Yoon Suk-Yeol said the current 
developments in the Korean 

Peninsula “require the strong-
est level of our trilateral coop-
eration.” 

He added that North Ko-
rea has launched around 50 
missiles since he took office in 
May, and has stepped up its ag-
gression in October.

“At a time when South Ko-
reans are grieving in deep sor-
row,” Suk-Yeol said, “North 
Korea continues its provoca-
tions.” Kishida also announced 
that Japan will hold a special 
summit with ASEAN in Decem-
ber 2023. ASEAN is a union of 
10 South-East Asian countries 
which promotes diplomatic co-
operation on economic, politi-
cal and security issues. 

World

US President Joe Biden (right) disembarks from Air Force One upon ar-
rival at Ngurah Rai International Airport in Denpasar on the Indonesian 
resort island of Bali on Sunday. (AFP)

Bahrain hails smooth 
elections, high turnout

dpA 
mAnAmA

VOTER turnout reached 73% in 
Bahrain’s national polls, which 
the country said is the highest 
in 20 years, while results on 
Sunday showed that many can-
didates are heading to a run-off 
round next week.

The parliamentary and mu-
nicipal elections, held on Satur-
day, were “successful, smooth 
and objective,” the head of 
the electoral committee and 
Minister of Justice Nawaf bin 
Mohammed al-Maawda said, 
according to the official news 
agency BNA.

He told reporters after the 
polls closed that voter turnout 
is the highest since 2002. The 
turnout in the 2018 polls was 
67%.

There are many independ-
ent new candidates, many of 
them are young Bahrainis, and 
the high turnout is seen as an 
indication that people want to 
see young faces discuss key so-
cial issues. 

However, the young candi-
dates remain loyal to the king.

The elections in Bahrain 
were overshadowed by a hacker 
attack on government websites 
as well as accusations by rights 
groups that the elections are be-
ing held in an environment of 
political repression.

Many candidates will now 
go to a second round on Novem-
ber 19, vying for 34 constituen-
cies, although a few lawmakers 
have already been re-elected, 
including two women.

More than 340,000 people 
were registered to vote to elect 
40 members of the House of 
Representatives. 

The deputies of the second 
chamber, the Shura Council, 
are appointed by the king.

The parliament in the king-
dom has only an advisory role.

A Sunni dynasty rules the 
small Gulf state, but the major-
ity of the population belong to 
the Shia branch of islam. 

The sectarian split has 
caused tensions and complaints 
of discrimination in the past.

Both Biden and Japanese 
Prime Minister Fumio 
Kishida expressed  
condolences to South 
Korea for the Halloween 
parade crush that killed 
hundreds of people
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AAB showcases Yaris 
2023 to fleet customers 
page 10

Qatar high-tech banking system capable of 
absorbing pressure during World Cup page 11

Tribune news neTwork
Doha 

Stepping up the efforts to 
catalyze climate actions and 
facilitate organisations to 
build low-carbon and sus-
tainable economies, the gulf 
Organisation for Research 
and Development (gORD) 
signed a memorandum of 
understanding (MoU) with 
Dukhan Bank at the 27th ses-
sion of the Conference of the 
parties (COp27) to the UnF-
CCC taking place from 6 to 18 
november 2022 in Sharm el 
Sheikh, egypt.

the annual climate event 
is a coming together of coun-
tries and organizations to ad-
dress the climate challenges 
facing the world today.

Signing the agreement 
on behalf of Dukhan Bank 
was Sheikh Mohammed Bin 
Abdulaziz Al thani, AgM – 
Head of government & envi-
ronmental Social governance 
(eSg), who was joined by 
gORD’s Founding Chairman 
Dr Yousef Alhorr.

Dukhan Bank is collabo-
rating with gORD to promote 
sustainable building practices 
through the implementation 
of the global Sustainability 
Assessment System (gSAS). 
For the first time in Qatar, 
Dukhan Bank with support 
from gORD is launching an 
exclusive Shari’ah-compliant 
green and Sustainable Real 
estate Finance program for 
all Dukhan Bank customers 
engaged in commercial, resi-
dential, and other real estate 
development projects.

As part of the partnership, 
Dukhan Bank will provide 
green finance promotions to 
project owners and develop-

ers working on real estate 
projects seeking green build-
ing certifications under the 
gSAS framework. eligible 
applicants who will benefit 
from the green and Sustain-
able Real estate Finance pro-
gram include all Dukhan Bank 
customers in Qatar targeting 
at least 3 Stars rating under 
the gSAS Design & Build and 
Class B in Construction Man-
agement certifications.

With an aim to create 
sustainable cities and com-
munities, the green finance 
program directly targets SDg 
11 while leveraging its inter-
connectedness with the other 
Sustainable Development 
goals (SDgs). in line with Qa-
tar national Climate Change 
Action plan, the green finance 
program will contribute to-
wards a sustainable environ-
ment by ‘balancing economic 
growth and climate protection 
in addition to reducing the 
environmental footprint of 
building and construction.

Speaking on behalf of 
Dukhan Bank, Sheikh Mo-
hammed Bin Abdulaziz Al-
thani, AgM – Head of gov-
ernment & environmental 
Social governance (eSg), 
said, “We are pleased to sign 
MoU with the gulf Organi-
sation for Research and De-
velopment, which comes in 
line with Dukhan Bank’s eSg 
strategy, to guarantee sustain-
able management of its bank-
ing operations, and enhance 
its capacity to lead banking 
institutions supporting trans-
formation into a sustain-
able community, and actively 
strive for advancing Dukhan 
Bank’s sustainability rates to 
go in line with the pillars of 
Qatar national Vision 2030 
and the Un’s SDgs.”

Offering a rationale be-
hind Dukhan Bank’s latest 
green initiative, Alhorr said, 
“Following the introduction of 
United nations’ global goals 
in 2015, we have now entered 
the decade of action. the idea 

behind ‘the green and Sus-
tainable Real estate Finance 
program’ is to not only facili-
tate key players in develop-
ing future-proof urban envi-
ronments but also encourage 
them to continuously measure 
their sustainability impacts 
through transparent report-
ing. By setting a foundational 
framework for borrowers to 
report on the environmen-
tal impacts of their projects 
through gSAS certification, 
Dukhan Bank and gORD are 
pushing the market to adopt 
eSg reporting practices that 
go beyond the financial out-
comes of businesses.”

gSAS is MenA’s first 
performance-based green 
building system aimed at 
improving the design, con-
struction, and operations of 
buildings while also identify-
ing sustainability challenges 
specific to the regional built                                   
environment.

Qatar’s upcoming pro-
jects benefiting from Dukhan 
Bank’s latest initiative are ex-
pected to reduce their carbon 
footprint by following sustain-
ability best practices guided 
by the gSAS Framework that 
covers aspects related to ur-
ban connectivity, site, energy, 
water, materials, and indoor 
environment, management 
and operation and heritage 
and culture.

Apart from facilitating 
climate-conscious real estate 
projects through green build-
ing certification, the green 
and Sustainable Real estate 
Finance program will also 
assist clients in reporting 
non-financial impacts that 
include aspects related to the 
environment, society, and                                      
governance.

Dukhan Bank, GORD introduce 
green finance programme

Tribune news neTwork
Doha

QnB group, the largest finan-
cial institution in the Mid-
dle east and Africa, opened a 
branch at Doha international 
Airport to operate in readiness 
for the FiFA World Cup Qatar 
2022 effective november 13 
until the end of the tourna-
ment.

the opening of the branch 
comes just in time with the 
reopening of the Doha inter-
national Airport (DiA), to cater 
to the excess demand during 
the football tournament. it also 
highlights the bank’s eagerness 
to simplify banking transac-
tions for football fans, visitors, 
and customers from all over 
 the world.

Visitors will experience ex-
ceptional banking services and 
conduct their banking trans-
actions in an easy and timely 

manner.
Located in the departure 

terminal at Doha international 
Airport, the branch operates 
from 07.30 am to 01:00 pm 
and 02:00 pm to 07:00 pm, 
seven days a week to deliver 
prompt and speedy banking 
transactions.

QnB group currently ranks 
as the most valuable bank 
brand in the Middle east and 
Africa and is proud to be the 
Official Middle east and Africa 
Supporter of the FiFA World 
Cup 2022.

through its subsidiaries 
and associate companies, the 
group extends to more than 30 
countries across three conti-
nents providing a comprehen-
sive range of advanced prod-
ucts and services. the total 
number of employees is 27,000 
operating through 1000 loca-
tions, with an AtM network of 
more than 4,700 machines.

Tribune news neTwork
Doha 

inDUStRieS Qatar (iQ) on 
Sunday announced that Stand-
ard & poor’s Financial Services 
(S&p) has upgraded iQ’s credit 
rating to ‘AA-’ from ‘A+’ with a 
stable outlook and Moody’s in-
vestors Service (Moody’s) has 
affirmed iQ’s credit ratings but 
upgraded the outlook to posi-
tive from stable.

these strong credit ratings 
were issued by the respec-
tive international credit rat-
ing agencies based on their 
review of iQ’s current and 
future financial & operational                                
performance.

Consideration was given 
to several factors in assign-
ing these current ratings, in-
cluding iQ’s healthy liquid-
ity profile; robust cash flow 
generation capability; strong 
competitive market position; 
and greater integration with 
the parent entity (Qataren-
ergy).

in an open statement, S&p 
said, “We expect that iQ will 
retain its superior profitability 
and cost competitiveness, ow-
ing to efficient operations.”

Moody’s said, “the Base-
line Credit Assessment (BCA) 
is underpinned by iQ’s strong 
competitive position as a low-
cost producer; a very strong 

financial profile, and a high 
degree of integration and co-
ordination between iQ and                          
Qatarenergy.”

this is a testament to iQ’s 
enhanced asset quality and ro-

bust liquidity position based 
on sound operating and finan-
cial management processes & 
policies. Where iQ’s competi-
tive strengths will leverage 
stability during the present 

unpredictable times and em-
power the ability to generate 
positive cash flows, given the 
group’s efficient cost struc-
tures and robust working cap-
ital management capabilities.

S&p upgrades IQ’s 
credit rating to ‘aa-’

QNB opens branch 
at Doha International 
Airport from Nov 13 

The QNB headquarters in Doha. 

Industries Qatar’s strong credit ratings were issued by the respective international credit rating agencies based 
on their review of the company’s current and future financial and operational performance.

Negotiations on 
Qatari-Moroccan 

FTA draft launched
Tribune news neTwork

Doha

tHe first round of negotiations 
on a draft free trade agreement 
between Qatar and Morocco 
took place  in Moroccan capital 
Rabat on november 7-9, 2022.  
the delegation of Qatar at 
the negotiations was chaired 
by Saleh Abdullah Al-Mana, 
Director of the Department 
of international Cooperation 
and trade Agreements at the 
Qatari Ministry of Commerce 
and industry, while the Mo-
roccan side was headed by 
Abdelouahed Rahal, Director 
general of trade at the Mo-
roccan Ministry of industry 
and trade.

the negotiations stem 
from the keenness to enhance 

prospects for bilateral coop-
eration between the State of 
Qatar and the Kingdom of Mo-
rocco in all fields, especially 
in terms of economic affairs, 
trade, and investment.

During the meeting, the 
two sides stressed the impor-
tance of concluding the agree-
ment, and highlighted the role 
it would play in furthering 
common interests, and en-
hancing the bilateral partner-
ship relations in aims at meet-
ing the two sibling countries’ 
aspirations.

in conclusion, the min-
utes of the first round of ne-
gotiations were signed, and 
it was agreed to hold the sec-
ond round of negotiations for 
Qatari-Moroccan Free trade 
Agreement in Doha.

The delegation of Qatar at the negotiations was chaired by Saleh Abdul-
lah Al Mana, Director of the Department of International Cooperation 
and Trade Agreements at the Qatari Ministry of Commerce and Indus-
try, while the Moroccan side was headed by Abdelouahed Rahal, Direc-
tor General of Trade at the Moroccan Ministry of Industry and Trade.

Signing the agreement on behalf of Dukhan Bank was Sheikh 
Mohammed bin Abdulaziz Al Thani, AGM – Head of Government & 
Environmental Social Governance (ESG), who was joined by GORD’s 
Founding Chairman Dr Yousef Alhorr.
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 S&P upgrades Industries Qatar’s credit rating to ‘AA-’ from ‘A+’ with a stable outlook 
 Moody’s affirms IQ’s long-term rating at A1, upgrades outlook to positive from stable
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AAB showcases Yaris 2023 to fleet customers
Tribune news neTwork

Doha

AbdullAh Abdulghani & bros. 
Co. (AAb) organized an exclusive 
event for its fleet customers to re-
veal the recently-launched Toyota 
Yaris 2023. The new Yaris model 
was launched in Qatar in early 
October at doha Festival City. 

The event was attended by 
representatives from major fleet 
companies in Qatar, includ-
ing rent-a-car and limousine 
firms, trading and contracting 
companies and driving schools. 
AAb was represented by its Vice 
President Abdulghani Nasser Al 
Abdulghani, CEO RK Murugan 
along with senior management 
team members, including Toyota 
National Sales Senior Manager 
Awwad Mohammed Awwad and 
Fleet Sales Manager KS Raviku-
mar.

delivering the keynote ad-
dress, Abdulghani Nasser Al 
Abdulghani thanked the fleet 
customers for their unflinching 
support towards Toyota and lex-
us brands. he said their constant 
support has helped Toyota and 
lexus maintain the No. 1 position 
in the automotive sector. Abdul-
ghani explained the difficulties 
faced by Toyota Motor Corpora-
tion due to the shortage of semi-
conductors resulting in repeated 
production adjustments.

At the beginning of the event, 
KS Ravikumar, Manager, Fleet 
sales welcomed the audience. 
he affirmed AAb’s commitment 
to be total solution provider and 

preferred business partner for 
AAb’s valued Fleet customers as 
well as thanked them for their 

continued loyalty to Toyota and 
lexus brands.   

Fleet customers who pur-

chased the new Yaris 2023 model 
were presented with a memento 
as part of AAb’s appreciation.  

Combining powerful, elegant 
design and superior comfort with 
Toyota’s uncompromising ap-
proach to quality, durability, and 
reliability, the 2023 Yaris delivers 
an exceptional experience. Toyo-
ta is bringing new levels of style 
and sophistication to the Qatar’s 
compact sedan segment with the 
all-new Yaris to further strength-
en the model’s appeal among the 
Qatar’s discerning drivers.

The all-new Toyota Yaris 
promises a dynamic driving ex-
perience thanks to its four-cylin-
der engine that is equipped with 
16-valve dOhC and dual VVT-I. 
The 1.5-liter capacity engine de-
livers smooth acceleration and 
a quick response, producing 
105 horsepower and 138 Nm of 
torque with fuel consumption of 
20.5 km/l.

AAb Fleet Sales team mem-
bers — Nabeel and Subbiah 
— gave a detailed presentation 
on the new Yaris as well as the 
recently-launched Toyota lITE 
ACE features. A product quiz 
competition was also organ-
ized and the winners were given 
prizes. The event concluded with 
a dinner. Customers were appre-
ciative of the new elegant exterior 
design as well as the spacious in-
terior. The eight-inch multime-
dia screen with integrated Apple 
Play and Android Auto and the 
rear AC vents offers passenger 
comfort with enhances passenger 
conveniences.

Antitrust battle over 
iPhone app store goes 
to appeals court
APPlE is heading into a courtroom faceoff against 
the company behind the popular Fortnite video 
game, reviving a high-stakes antitrust battle over 
whether the digital fortress shielding the iPhone’s 
app store illegally enriches the world’s most valu-
able company while stifling competition.

Oral arguments Monday before three judges 
on the Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals are the lat-
est volley in legal battle revolving around an app 
store that provides a wide range of products to 
more than 1 billion iPhones and serves as a pillar 
in Apple’s $2.4 trillion empire.

It’s a dispute likely to remain unresolved for 
a long time. After hearing Monday’s arguments 
in San Francisco, the appeals court isn’t expect-
ed to rule for another six months to a year. The 
issue is so important to both companies that the 
losing side is likely to take the fight to the u.S. 
Supreme Court, a process that could extend into 
2024 or 2025.

The tussle dates back to August 2020 when 
Epic Games, the maker of Fortnite, filed an anti-
trust lawsuit in an attempt to obliterate the walls 
that have given Apple exclusive control over the 
iPhone app store since its inception 14 year ago.

That ironclad control over the app store has 
enabled Apple to impose commissions that give 
it a 15% to 30% cut of purchases made for digi-
tal services sold by other companies. by some 
estimates, those commissions pay Apple $15 bil-
lion to $20 billion annually — revenue that the 
Cupertino, California, company says helps cover 
the cost of the technology for the iPhone and a 
store that now contains nearly 2 million mostly 
free apps.

u.S. district Judge barbara Gonzalez Rogers 
sided almost entirely with Apple in a 185-page 
ruling issued 13 months ago. That followed a 
closely watched trial that included testimony 
from Apple CEO Tim Cook and Epic CEO Tim 
Sweeney, as well as other top executives.

Although she declared Apple’s exclusive con-
trol over iPhone apps wasn’t a monopoly, Gonza-
lez Rogers opened one loophole that Apple wants 
to close.

Qatar Rail and GORD strengthen  
climate commitments at COP27

Tribune news neTwork
Doha

QATAR Rail’s new stations will 
reduce their ecological impact 
and preserve the values, tradi-
tions and identity of the region 
as it has signed an agreement 
in this regard with the Gulf 
Organisation for Research & 
development (GORd) at the 
COP27 summit in Egypt.

As per the agreement, Qa-
tar Rail will seek the Global 
Sustainability Assessment 
System (GSAS) certifications 
for its new stations and adopt 
GSAS Operations for the exist-
ing stations. The GSAS green 
building framework has been 
developed by GORd and other 
reputed houses of expertise.

GORd Founding Chairman 
dr Yousef Alhorr and Qatar 
Rail’s Chief of Service delivery 
Abdulla Saif Al Sulaiti signed 
the agreement.

Other areas of collaboration 
covered in the Mou include ca-
pacity building through train-
ings and educational programs, 
facilitating environmental au-
dits for facilities as required; 
and conducting specific sus-
tainability consultancy services 
for various projects.

Reinforcing its position as a 
leading entity driving sustain-
ability endeavours and climate 
actions regionally and globally, 
the Gulf Organisation for Re-
search & development (GORd) 
has joined the 27th session of 
the Conference of the Parties 
(COP27) to the uNFCCC tak-

ing place from 6 to 18 Novem-
ber 2022 in Sharm El Sheikh, 
Egypt.  

The annual climate event is 
a coming together of countries 
and organizations to address 
the climate challenges facing 
the world today.  

GORd’s key activities at 
COP27 include multistake-
holder engagements through 
high-level meetings with gov-
ernments and international 
entities, knowledge exchange 
and capacity building through 
workshops and seminars, and 
cross-sector synergies through 
partnerships and alliances with 

leading organizations. 
At COP27’s Green Zone and 

blue Zone, GORd’s delega-
tion of sustainability and cli-
mate experts, led by Founding 
Chairman dr. Yousef Alhorr, 
are offering insightful presen-
tations and panel discussions. 
Speaking on the sidelines of 
the event, dr. Alhorr said, “As 
an entity pushing the climate 
agenda for more than a decade, 
our participation at COP27 is 
driven by the need to acceler-
ate sustainable solutions at 
scale and speed. We are here 
to highlight Qatar’s green ini-
tiatives, projects and success 

stories that GORd is proud and 
honored to be part of. At the 
same time, we look forward to 
widening the reach and scope 
of our sustainability efforts by 
exploring cross-sector syner-
gies with leading organiza-
tions operating regionally and  
globally.”

during the first week of 
COP, experts from GORd deliv-
ered a range of seminars, panel 
discussions and product dem-
onstrations, followed by Q&As 
and networking at GORd Pavil-
ion designed to provide a mix of 
knowledge exchange activities 
and networking opportunities 

with a range of facilities includ-
ing conference space, meeting 
room and exhibition space. Key 
focus areas covered as part of 
these multistakeholder engage-
ments included green building 
best practices, RdI in the field 
of sustainable built environ-
ment, smart solutions to cata-
lyze energy transition, green 
finance and ESG strategies and 
compliance. 

With the first leg of COP27 
concluded on a positive note, 
GORd will resume its activi-
ties during the second half of 
the event that will run until No-
vember 18, 2022.

GORD Founding Chairman Dr Yousef Alhorr and Qatar Rail’s Chief of Service Delivery Abdulla Saif Al Sulaiti signed the agreement.

Qatar Rail will seek 
GSAS certifications 
for its new stations 
and adopt GSAS 
Operations for the 
existing stations

17 factories 
open in Q3 of 
2022: MoCI

QnA
Doha

dATA issued by the Ministry 
of Commerce and Industry 
(MoCI) showed the registration 
of 1,100 new local products and 
the operation of 17 new fac-
tories in the third quarter of 
2022.

In a tweet on Sunday, the 
ministry revealed the indica-
tors of the industrial sector for 
Q3 of 2022, noting that the val-
ue of exports of local origin in 
the third quarter amounted to 
QR136 billion, while the facto-
ries’ commitment to industrial 
requirements rate was at 72 
percent.

The ministry highlighted 
that the contribution of manu-
facturing industries to the GdP 
in the second quarter of 2022 
was QR24 billion. Meanwhile, 
the number of workers in fac-
tories increased by 840 work-
ers, and the average time taken 
for industrial development ser-
vices reached 1.5 days.

The data showed that the 
index of industrial production 
- manufacturing industries re-
corded 110.4 points in August.

Mozambique 
begins LNG 
exports
MOZAMbIQuE has started 
exporting liquefied natural gas 
(lNG) to international markets, 
the country’s President Filipe 
Nyusi said on Sunday.

“Today, Mozambique enters 
the annals of world history as 
one of the exporting countries of 
lNG,” said Nyusi in remarks as 
the first export shipment of gas 
produced at the off-shore Coral 
Sul plant, managed by Italian 
company ENI, has left Mozam-
bique’s territorial waters.  
 — QNA
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The FIFA World Cup Qatar 
2022 constitutes a great oppor-
tunity to promote the digital 
transformation of the country’s 
banking system, and build on 
the achievements made during 
the COVID-19 period, which 
marked a major shift in digital 
banking services.

In this context, the Qatar 
Central Bank (QCB) unveiled 
in the past few months a range 
of initiatives to enable secure, 
fast, and affordable digital pay-
ments lined up for the World 
Cup.

Among the most promi-
nent initiatives is QCB issuing 
the first license in the coun-
try to provide digital payment 
services via Google Play, along 
with many guidelines that reg-
ulate and license various pay-
ment activities in the country.

According to QCB, the new 
services include the issuance of 
e-wallets through Qatar Mobile 
Payment system and its uses 
(merchants services and local 
money transfer), in addition to 
offering international money 
transfers through the e-wallet, 
via a bank or an exchange shop 
licensed in Qatar.

In late August, QCB issued 
the first license in the country 
for digital payment services to 
Ooredoo Money and iPay by 
Vodafone Qatar.

In statements, CeO of QNB 
Group Abdullah Al Khalifa 
said, “The Group has laid out 
and dedicated a full plan over 
the years aimed to develop its 
technological services in to 
better serve the mass of visi-
tors in a distinctive and seam-
less way during this tourna-
ment. We strive to achieve a 
successful edition of the FIFA 
World Cup, which is why we 
have dedicated all our services, 
digital products and our work-
force to ensure that we mark 
our presence with excellence 
throughout the tournament. 
This includes dedicating our 

ATMs as the sole provider of 
ATM machines in and around 
all eight stadiums along many 
other key locations that is ex-
pected to host a large number 
of fans and spectators.” 

Al Khalifa also highlighted 
the launch of the special FIFA 
designed credit cards for all of 
its customer segments, where 
it was the first bank to launch 
special FIFA branded cards 
aiming at sharing the fun of the 
biggest most-prestigious foot-
ball event with its customers.

QNB was also the first to 
launch a special prepaid card 
design that included Laeeb, 
the official mascot for the FIFA 
World Cup Qatar 2022, where 
all digital prepaid cards were 
updated on the iPhone Wal-
let application, which saves 
all customer cards on the iP-
hone. This provides customers 
with a sense of exclusivity and 

uniqueness while sharing the 
football thrill.

For his part, CeO of Qatar 
International Islamic Bank 
(QIIB), Dr. Abdulbasit Al 
Shaibi, noted that the QIIB has 
carried out a number of events 
and contributions in conjunc-
tion with the tournament, in-
cluding special issue of credit 
and debit cards, and a number 
of promotional offers; noting 
that QIIB is training a staff to 
deal with visitors during the 
tournament in a way that re-
flects the true image of Doha as 
a forum of civilized interaction 
between peoples and nations 
and one of the prominent capi-
tals of global sports.

he added that QIIB has 
also trained a team to provide 
internal support during the 
World Cup and beyond, in case 
of any emergency.

Dr. Al Shaibi underlined 

that QIIB has been invest-
ing intensively in banking 
technology for a long time, in 
belief that digital transforma-
tion is an urgent necessity, to 
improve the operational envi-
ronment.

he reiterated that the QIIB 
worked to enhance the digital 
transformation process, con-
firming that the bank is open-
ing a completely unique digital 
branch with a modern design 
in Msheireb Downtown Doha.

The QIIB CeO added that 
the bank enhanced the role 
of technology and relied on 
digital services as part of a 
comprehensive transforma-
tion, in accordance with the 
best international standards 
adopted in the banking sec-
tor, expressing his confidence 
that the bank will continue its 
upward march in relation to 
various indicators, taking ad-

vantage of all the market posi-
tive factors, following strict 
criteria in the field of market 
risk assessment, and encour-
aging leading initiatives in the 
field of innovation.

The Commercial Bank 
(CBQ) has also launched a 
premium range of special-is-
sue credit cards for the FIFA 
World Cup Qatar 2022 with 
discounts and special promo-
tions at various participating 
hotels, restaurants, shop-
ping centers, cafes and sports 
equipment stores.

In a related context, Qatar 
Islamic Bank (QIB) launched 
a special edition of the “Visa 
Signature” credit card, visa 
debit card, and visa prepaid 
card, in celebration of the his-
toric event.

QIB has partnered with 
Visa as part of its prepara-
tions for the event, and to 

strengthen its commitment to 
the local community, by pro-
viding its customers with ex-
clusive cards offering special 
bonuses and promotions, for a 
smooth and rewarding bank-
ing experience, enhancing the 
customer experience as one of 
the largest banks in Qatar by 
offering exclusive benefits to 
Visa cardholders.

Visa Signature provides 
unlimited free access to more 
than 1000 airport lounges 
worldwide, discounts at lux-
ury hotels and restaurants, 
earning “Absher” points on 
each use while customers 
have the option of paying a 
minimum of 5% per month on 
purchases and cash withdraw-
als. Moreover, Visa Signature 
credit card holders can ben-
efit from free travel insurance 
coverage, purchase protection 
and extended warranty.

Qatar high-tech banking system capable 
of absorbing pressure during World Cup

Woqod opens new 
fuel station in Nuaija

TribuNe News NeTwork
Doha

QATAr Fuel (Woqod) on Thursday 
opened a new fuel station in Al Nuaija.

The new station is spread over 
2,100 square metres and has two 
lanes with four dispensers for light 
vehicles.

It offers round-the-clock service 
and includes a Sidra convenience 
store, and LPG (shafaf) outlet and a 
shop that sells gasoline products for 
light vehicles.

Managing Director and CeO Saad 
rashid Al Muhannadi said, “We are 
pleased to open a new petrol station 

in Nuaija Area. Woqod aspires to ex-
pand its petrol station network in the 
country to meet the rising demand 
for petroleum products and achieve 
the goal of providing customers with 
access to best-in-class products and 
services at their convenience and 
comfort. 

“Woqod team would like to extend 
their gratitude to all concerned gov-
ernmental and private entities that 
contributed to the completion of this 
project.”

Woqod is currently building three 
new fuel stations, most of which are 
expected to be operational before end 
of the year.

India can buy as much Russian oil 
as it wants, outside price cap: US

AgeNcies

The United States is happy for 
India to continue buying as much 
russian oil as it wants, includ-
ing at prices above a G7-imposed 
price cap mechanism, if it steers 
clear of Western insurance, fi-
nance and maritime services 
bound by the cap, US Treasury 
Secretary Janet Yellen said on 
Friday.

The cap would still drive glob-
al oil prices lower while curbing 
russia’s revenues, Yellen said in 
an interview with reuters on the 
sidelines of a conference on deep-
ening US-Indian economic ties. 
will not be able to sell as much oil 
as it does now once the european 
Union halts imports without re-
sorting to the capped price or sig-
nificant discounts from current 
prices, Yellen added.

“russia is going to find it very 
difficult to continue shipping as 
much oil as they have done when 
the eU stops buying russian oil,” 
Yellen said. “They’re going to be 
heavily in search of buyers. And 
many buyers are reliant on West-
ern services.” India is now rus-
sia’s largest oil customer other 
than China.

Final details of the price cap to 

be imposed by wealthy G7 democ-
racies and Australia are still com-
ing together ahead of a December 
5 deadline.

The existence of the cap would 
give India, China and other major 
buyers of russian crude leverage 
to push down the price they pay to 
Moscow, Yellen said. russian oil 
“is going to be selling at bargain 
prices and we’re happy to have 
India get that bargain or Africa or 
China. It’s fine,” Yellen added.

Yellen told reuters that India 
and private Indian oil companies 
“can also purchase oil at any price 
they want as long as they don’t 
use these Western services and 
they find other services. And ei-
ther way is fine.” 

The cap is intended to cut 
russia’s oil revenues while keep-

ing russian crude on the market 
by denying insurance, maritime 
services and finance provided by 
the Western allies for tanker car-
goes priced above a fixed dollar-
per barrel cap.

A historical russian Urals 
crude average of $63-64 a barrel 
could form an upper limit.

The cap is a concept promoted 
by the United States since the eU 
first laid out plans in May for an 
embargo on russian oil to pun-
ish Moscow for its invasion of 
Ukraine.

India wary Yellen’s remarks 
were made after India’s foreign 
minister said last week that his 
country would continue to buy 
russian crude because it benefits 
India.

India’s finance and energy 
ministries were not available for 
comment on Yellen’s remarks, 
but other officials have said they 
were wary of the untested price 
cap mechanism.

“I do not think we will follow 
the price cap mechanism, and we 
have communicated that to the 
countries. We believe most coun-
tries are comfortable with it and it 
is in no one’s case that russian oil 
should go offline,” an Indian gov-
ernment official said.
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US Treasury Secretary Janet Yellen

IBPC meeting brings Indian exporters and Qatari importers together
TribuNe News NeTwork

Doha

The Indian Business and Pro-
fessionals Council (IBPC Qa-
tar) in collaboration with the 
Chemicals and Allied Products 
export Promotion Council 
(CAPeXIL India) organised a 
virtual B2B meeting (VBSM) 
between exporters in India and 
importers in Qatar. 

The event was held on No-
vember 1, 2022, through an ini-
tiative of the embassy of India 

in Qatar. 
CAPeXIL is a premier gov-

ernment of India council re-
sponsible for export promotion 
of ceramic products,

Angeline Premalatha, coun-
sellor for political and com-
merce affairs at the Indian 
embassy and coordinating of-
ficer of IBPC Qatar, was the 
chief guest. Addressing the del-
egates, she said India and Qatar 
enjoyed strong bilateral rela-
tions, and expects the two sides 
to take bilateral trade, which 

reached a record $15 billion last 
year, to newer heights by estab-
lishing new partnerships with 
full support of the embassy. 

The meeting saw an active 
participation from nearly 25 
Qatari and 70 Indian business 
delegates with an aim to forge 

new business partnerships. 
While actual numbers are still 
being worked out, organisers 
stated that several new busi-
ness deals were struck during 
the two-hour meeting.

IBPC Vice President Manoj 
Megchiani welcomed delegates 
with his keynote address. SK 
Ghosh, Chairman, CAPeXIL, 
and Kuntal Ghosh, executive 
Officer, CAPeXIL, also spoke 
at the meeting. Both export-
ers and importers expressed 
their interest to associate with 

CAPeXIL to expand business. 
IBPC Vice President and 

event Coordinator Abdul Sa-
thar thanked all the dignitaries 
and delegates for their partici-
pation. 

IBPC, an apex body operat-
ing under the aegis of the em-
bassy of India in Qatar, provides 
a platform for empowering its 
members and creating enrich-
ment opportunities for Indian 
Businesses and Professionals to 
enhance Indo-Qatar Trade and 
Professional relations.



Now a key player for Ja-
pan, Junya Ito is one of 
the first names on the 
team sheet. And he will 

have to remain on song if the 
Samurai Blues are to survive 
arguably one of the toughest 
groups and reach the knockout 
stages of the FIFA world Cup 
Qatar 2022.
He may have struggled for 
game time when coach Hajime 
Moriyasu first took over, but Ito 
soon warmed up when it came 
to the Asian qualifying rounds. 
In fact, red hot is the only way to 
describe his final-round per-
formance, with four goals and 
two assists. Having also won a 
penalty, he had a hand in seven 
goals in all, more than half 
Japan’s total.
Even so, his road to the big time 
was more leisurely than fast 
track. He played football in high 
school and college, but his big 
break came when spotted by 
a scout. Next came a move to 
Ventforet Kofu, famous for an 
unlikely Emperor’s Cup victory in 
Japan. Hard work and resilience 
would then see him rise up 
the ranks to his present stellar 
status.
This season, he moved to Stade 
de Reims in the French Ligue 1, 
where he quickly became the 
team’s beating heart. Ito joined 
FIFA to share his thoughts on 
the world Cup and his hopes for 
the tournament.

What’s your feeling on the 
Asian qualifiers, which proved 
harder than expected?
we lost our opener in the final 
Asian qualifying round, then 
Saudi Arabia beat us too, so we 

were at rock bottom. Despite 
that, I think we managed to 
book our world Cup place be-
cause we refused to give up and 
kept fighting right to the end.

This will be your first World 
Cup, so what are your feelings 
about the tournament?
well, come what may, I want to 
be in good shape for the compe-
tition. Top shape in fact, to get 
results to match.

Most footballers describe play-
ing in the World Cup as their 
dream. How do you feel going 
into the tournament?
Naturally, as footballers, we all 
dream of the world Cup and 
would like to experience it at 
least once in our careers.  
And over half the world will be 
watching. Having the chance to 
be part of it is huge.

Japan hosted the World Cup in 
2002. You were very young  
at the time, but do you  
remember any of it?
To be honest, I was too small to 

remember much, but I definitely 
knew the world Cup was on 
and understood it was a huge 
tournament.

What sticks out most in  
your memory from previous 
World Cups?
The free-kick that [Keisuke] Honda 
scored against Denmark in South 
Africa 2010. That, for me, was 
amazing and unforgettable.

Japan aside, what other World 
Cup memories come to mind?
Good question. I remember 
Zidane’s headbutt in the final 
in Germany 2006 like it was 
yesterday.

Could you describe your role  
in the team?
well, Maya Yoshida is a leader, 

and [Takumi] Minamino, for exam-
ple, is a goal-getter. I see my own 
role as mainly providing assists, 
so I will go all out to do that.

Finally, how would you assess 
your group-stage opponents?
well, everyone knows how 
strong Spain are and I think 
Germany will have the edge 
over us in terms of possession 
and ball time. But I think that 
will give us more room to be 
defensive, so we should focus 
on hard running and trying to 
score on the counter. Person-
ally, counter-attacks are what I 
enjoy, so I hope I can bring my 
‘A’ game there. As a team, we’re 
targeting the quarter-finals as 
a minimum so either way, we’re 
going to have to beat Spain  
and Germany.

Over half the world will be watching 
— that’s huge: Japan’s Junya Ito

George Russell won his first-ever 
Formula one race as he led a 
Mercedes one-two ahead of team-
mate Lewis Hamilton at the Brazil-
ian Grand Prix on Sunday. It was a 
good start for the Mercedes duo 
as Russell and Hamilton retained 
their positions in first and second 
respectively. Hamilton, however, 
dropped to eight due to a collision 
with champion Max Verstappen of 
Red Bull after the restart following 
a safety car phase. Russell was 
initially left to fight with Sergio 
Perez in the other Red Bull and 
retained his lead after the first 
round of pit stops. But Hamilton 
made his way up through the grid 
and was right behind his team-
mate when the safety car was 
deployed for a second time. with 
a green light from the team to 
race each other, Russell endured 
pressure from Hamilton once the 
safety car came in at the end of 
lap 59 and cruised to his maiden 
victory. (DPA)

Russell secures 
maiden F1 win at 
Brazilian Grand Prix

FIFA World Cup 
Qatar 2022 will be 
the 29-year-old’s 
first World Cup

Junya Ito of Japan. (On right) Ito celebrates after scoring Japan’s first goal during the FIFA World Cup Asian Qualifier final round Group B match against Oman at the Sultan  
Qaboos Stadium in Muscat on November 16, 2021. (FIFA/Getty Images)

 As footballers, we all dream of the World Cup and 
would like to experience it at least once in our careers.  
And over half the world will be watching. Having the  
chance to be part of it is huge.

Japan began their their World 
Cup preparations in Qatar 

with a training session at their 
base training site at al Sadd 
SC, and will continue to accli-
matize in the host country this 
week. For Monday and Tuesday, 
the team has scheduled further 
training sessions at the al Sadd 
SC training ground in Doha. 
Eintracht Frankfurt’s Daichi 
Kamada is expected to travel 
quickly to the Emirate after the 
last Bundesliga match in Mainz 
on Sunday.  
Japan open their World Cup 
against Germany on november 
23 before facing Costa Rica 
and Spain. Other qualified 
teams are also beginning to 
troupe in in Qatar. The US team 
has also arrived. Here’s a guide 
to which team of the eight FIFa 
World Cup Qatar groups will be 
based and where they would be 
training. (TNN)

Members of the US team warm up for a training session at Al Gharafa Stadium on Sunday.

WHO ARE, AND WILL BE, TRAINING WHERE 
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We were drawn in a difficult group,  
but we have big confidence. 
– Saudi Arabia coach Herve Renard

Mercedes’ British driver George 
Russell celebrates in the podium 
after winning the F1 Brazil Grand 
Prix at the Autodromo Jose Carlos 
Pace racetrack in Sao Paulo, 
Brazil, on Sunday. (AFP)



tribune news network
doha

Cameroon legend Samuel eto’o has 
backed his country to make history and be-
come the first african team to lift the FIFa 
World Cup™.

The four-time african Player of the Year 
expects the Indomitable Lions to triumph 
over continental rivals morocco in the Qatar 
2022 final at Lusail Stadium on 18 Decem-
ber.

eto’o gave his World Cup predictions 
to the Supreme Committee for Delivery & 
Legacy (see gallery below for full details). He 
sees all five african teams advancing from 
the group stage, with Cameroon, morocco 
and Senegal finishing top of their respective 
groups.

“africa has always had a lot of potential 
to succeed at the World Cup – but we did not 
always put our best foot forward,” said eto’o, 
a Qatar Legacy ambassador. 

“as the years have gone by, african teams 
have been acquiring more and more experi-
ence, and I think they are ready to not only 
participate in a World Cup, but actually win 
the most beautiful football competition.”

eto’o, who appeared in four FIFa World 
Cup™ tournaments for Cameroon, expects 
morocco to earn their spot in the final af-
ter victories over Spain (round of 16), Por-
tugal (quarter-finals) and reigning cham-

pions France (semi-finals). Cameroon’s 
path to the final would include wins over 
Belgium (quarter-finals) and reigning af-
rica Cup of nations holders Senegal (semi-
finals).    

Cameroon’s all-time leading scorer also 
sees host country Qatar causing a major up-
set by defeating england in the round of 16.  
“We have already seen the work done by Qa-
tar over recent years and how the team has 
grown and matured,” he said. “I think they 

will be a surprise package, as other teams 
won’t be aware of Qatar’s qualities.”

Currently serving as President of the 
Cameroonian Football Federation, nothing 
would bring more happiness to eto’o then 
seeing his country triumph in the final on 
Qatar national Day. 

“It would be a dream come true. For any 
player, the dream is always to win titles. as 
president of our federation, I would be over-
joyed to see Cameroon win the World Cup.”

Eto’o: Cameroon will beat 
Morocco in World Cup final

ikoli victor
doha

THe 2022 FIFa World Cup be-
gins in six days, on november 
20th, in Qatar. 

Senegal, Ghana, Cameroon, 
morocco, and Tunisia are af-
rica’s five representatives in the 
world’s premier football com-
petition. The continent’s teams 
qualified after a lengthy prepa-
ration period that included a 
preliminary knockout phase 
followed by a four-team round 
robin competition played at 
home and away.

There has never been an afri-
can team in the World Cup semi-
finals. many experts believe that 
the time has come to change 
africa’s World Cup story. The 
continent has always promised a 
lot but delivered very little in the 
international spotlight.

Poor preparation, internal 
conflict, technical and tacti-
cal errors are some of the rea-
sons why african teams fail to 
qualify for the World Cup semi-
finals.

Senegal and morocco have 
a good chance of qualifying for 
the second round and possibly 

beyond, based on the pedigree 
of the african teams and their 
respective opponents.

A closer look at Africa’s 
five teams follows

Senegal is the current african 
champion and the betting fa-
vourite to advance further in 
the World Cup. The aliou Cisse-
coached team will be hoping to 
replicate their heroics from the 
2002 World Cup. Senegal’s 
main concern is the injury to 
star player Sadio mane of Bat-
ern munuch, who was injured 
last week but still made the trip 
to Qatar. This will be the afri-
can nation’s third World Cup, 
and they will face favourites 
netherlands, Qatar, and ecua-
dor in Group a. on paper, the 
Teranga Lions appear to have a 
good chance of qualifying from 
their group. mane is one of the 
standout names in coach aliou 
Cisse’s 26-man squad, which 
also includes Chelsea goal-
keeper edouard mendy, de-
fender Kalidou Koulibaly, and 
everton’s Idrissa Gana Gueye.

Cameroon’s Indomitable 
Lions will compete in their 
eighth World Cup finals in 

Qatar. Following their legend-
ary performance in Italia 90, 
the Samuel eto’o Fa-managed 
national team has struggled to 
achieve success in recent edi-
tions, failing to advance past 
the group stage in each of the 
last five competitions.

The five-time african 
champions are still hoping to 
emulate roger milla and com-
pany’s memorable run in Italy 
in 1990. Cameroon made it to 
the quarter-finals back then. 
Will this generation finally 
catch up to their forefathers, or 

will it be another group stage 
exit? eto’o is upbeat and has 
predicted that Cameroon and 
morocco will be World Cup 
finalists this year. The Lions’ 
group this time includes Swit-
zerland, Serbia, and Brazil. 
Cameroon may not have a large 
number of established play-
ers, but it does have some top-
level talent, including napoli’s 
andre-Frank Zambo anguissa, 
Inter milan’s andreas onana, 
and Bayern munich striker eric 
maxim Choupo-moting. With 
determination, they can finish 

second to Brazil, but they will 
face Serbia.

Tunisia’s new manager, 
Jalal Qaderi, took over in Janu-
ary after mondher Kebaier was 
fired following a disappointing 
performance at the africa Cup 
of nations. Tunisia will com-
pete in their sixth World Cup, 
but they have never advanced 
past the group stage. Will this 
tournament be the last of their 
disappointments? Denmark, 
australia, and France are 
ahead of them. Their recent 
5-1 friendly loss to Brazil was 
the new coach’s first defeat, but 
the team is in good shape, with 
a mix of experience and youth.

Captain Youssef mskani, 
who plays in the Qatar Stars 
League, is the team’s key player 
and star. much will be riding 
on him; if he stays healthy, 
Tunisia will have a chance to 
compete for every point against 
defending champion France, 
Denmark, and australia.

morocco is regarded as one 
of the strongest teams on the 
african continent, and they 
will have plenty of star power 
in Qatar 2022, where they will 
compete for the sixth time. 

much will be expected of PSG 
full-back achraf Hakimi, but 
he should be well supported by 
the likes of Sofaine Boufal and 
ayoub al Kaabi. They are in 
Group F with tough opponents 
such as Croatia, led by Luka 
modric, Belgium, and world-
class midfielder Kevin De 
Bruyne, as well as Canada. The 
atlas Lions will face a difficult 
test, but nothing is impossible.

The Black Stars of Ghana 
are the lowest ranked (61st) 
of the 32 nations in the World 
Cup, and it is unlikely that they 
will repeat their heroics from 
the 2010 World Cup run to the 
quarter-finals. But one thing 
is certain: following Ghana’s 
controversial exit on penalties, 
they will have a chance to face 
Luiz Suarez and Uruguay in a 
grudge match. 

Their next games are 
against former european 
champions Portugal and 
asian powerhouse South Ko-
rea. Ghana will rely on cap-
tain andre ayew of Qatar’s al 
Sadd club, arsenal’s Thomas 
Partey, espanyol’s Inaki Wil-
liams, and ajax amsterdam’s 
mohammed Kudus.

Meet the five teams vying to change 
Africa’s World Cup narrative in Qatar
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 alejandro Garnacho came off 
the bench to score a stoppage-
time winner as manchester 
United signed off for the World 
Cup break with a dramatic 2-1 
win at Fulham on Sunday.

erik ten Hag’s team hit the 
front through Christian erik-
sen’s first United goal early 
on, but they looked set to be 
denied by their former winger 
Dan James when he levelled 
within two minutes of entering 
the fray.

Fulham appeared the more 
likely winners from there as 
United relied on a string of 
saves from David de Gea, but 
Garnacho slotted home three 
minutes into stoppage time to 
stun Craven Cottage.

The 18-year-old’s composed 
finish lifted United to within 
three points of the Premier 
League’s top four, ensuring the 
red Devils entered the six-week 
hiatus in positive mood.

De Gea saved from Carlos 
Vinicius as Fulham threatened 
early on, but United went ahead 

after 14 minutes when Bruno 
Fernandes crossed for eriksen, 
who steered home from close 
range.

Though Fulham continued 
to enjoy long spells of posses-
sion, anthony martial missed 
two chances to double United’s 
lead before the break, forcing 
a one-on-one save from Bernd 
Leno before nodding Luke 
Shaw’s cross over.

eriksen then stabbed nar-
rowly wide as half-time ap-
proached, before De Gea pro-
duced reflex saves to deny 
Vinicius and Tim ream as Ful-
ham stepped up their search for 
a leveller after the break.

However, the Spaniard’s re-
sistance was finally broken after 
61 minutes, with Fulham sub-
stitute James pouncing on Tom 
Cairney’s cross to poke home a 
deserved equaliser.

United then spent long pe-
riods pinned back as Fulham 
continued to press, but there 
was to be one final twist as 
Garnacho raced onto eriksen’s 
pass before side-footing be-
yond Leno, breaking Fulham 
hearts at the last.

Super-sub Garnacho 
seals dramatic win for 
Manchester United

Cameroon legend is backing African nations to shine during Qatar 2022

PSG take five-point lead in Ligue 1
as World Cup bounds find the net
stAts Perform/dPA

paris

 ParIS Saint-Germain restored 
their five-point lead at the top 
of Ligue 1 ahead of the World 
Cup break with a routine 5-0 
win over auxerre at the Parc 
des Princes on Sunday.

Kylian mbappe opened the 
scoring early on following some 
good build-up play from Lionel 
messi, who returned from in-
jury to join the France forward 
and neymar in attack.  a sev-
enth win in a row for PSG in all 
competitions never looked in 
doubt when Carlos Soler added 
a second goal and then assisted 
achraf Hakimi for the home 
side’s third.

Christophe Galtier made 
full use of his squad depth and 
substitutes renato Sanches 
and Hugo ekitike added gloss 
to the scoreline with a couple of 
late goals.

The serene nature of the 
contest ensured Galtier could 
replace a number of PSG’s Qa-
tar-bound stars, with no play-
ers sustaining an injury prob-
lem of any sort.

messi sent a delightful 
lofted ball over the auxerre de-
fence for nuno mendes to de-

liver a first-time pass towards 
mbappe, who in turn helped it 
over the line with 11 minutes 
gone.

The goal stood following a 
Var check for a possible hand-
ball against neymar, but aux-
erre nearly levelled as m’Baye 
niang forced Gianluigi Don-

narumma into a fine save.
PSG toiled before mendes 

took the ball past a couple of 
players and picked out Soler 
to glance a header away from 
Benoit Costil and in off the far 
post early in the second half.

Soler turned provider six 
minutes later when playing in 

Hakimi to coolly slot past Cos-
til from a one-on-one position.

messi hit the post but 
could not get his name on the 
scoresheet, though Sanches 
fired in off the post before fel-
low substitute ekitike profited 
from some poor defending to 
coolly add a fifth.

Paris Saint-Germain’s French forward Kylian Mbappe (left) celebrates with teammates during the French L1 
match at the Parc des Princes stadium in Paris on Sunday. (AfP)

Manchester United’s Argentinian midfielder Alejandro Garnacho (second 
left) celebrates with teammates after scoring a goal during a Premier 
League match at Craven Cottage in London on Sunday. (aFp)

Former Brazil coach Scolari 
announces retirement

dPA
Berlin

LUIZ Felipe Scolari, who was 
Brazil coach when they were 
thrashed 7-1 by Germany in 
their home 2014 World Cup but 
won the 2002 title, announced 
his retirement on Sunday.

Felipão told athletico Para-
naense club TV he will have his 
final game as coach on Sunday, 
when the team welcome Bota-
fogo in the final matchday of 
the Brazilian league.

“I’m ending my career as 
coach and will become a direc-
tor, a new position that I don’t 
know very well. 

“But I will try to learn as 
fast as possible,” he said. He 
will take the job as director at 
athletico.

Felipão or “Big Phil”  
secured 27 titles throughout his 
career, including the domestic 
league and the Copa Liberta-
dores twice each, and is one of  
the best coaches in Brazilian 
football history.

Senegal are the bookmakers’ favourite to advance Africa’s challenge at 
Qatar 2022. Their colourful throngs of fans will be a draw in Qatar.



European Club Association chairman Nasser Al Khelaifi 
reaffirms UEFA’s pledge to grow football as ‘One Family’

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
NYON (SWITZERLAND)

NASSER Al Khelaifi, the chair-
man of the European Club As-
sociation (ECA) and president 
of Paris Saint-Germain (PSG) 
has expressed a message of 
unity at the latest UEFA Con-
vention on the Future of Euro-
pean Football.

Al Khelaifi, who is currently 
serving his second term on the 
UEFA Executive Committee, 
reaffirmed UEFA’s vision to 
work together as ‘one family’ 
to ensure more open and inclu-
sive European football compe-
titions in the future.

“Since we last met, the ECA 
has contributed greatly to the 
stability, togetherness and 
growth of European football. 
It is easy to forget how far we 
have come,” said Al Khelaifi. 

“We represent nearly 250 
clubs – small, medium and big 
– and the collective unity of our 
clubs could not be broken. To-
day we are stronger than ever. 
We are one family, and this 
helps us find solutions to any 

challenges we face.” 
Al Khelaifi repeatedly re-

jected invitations for PSG 
to join the European Super 
League when it was contro-
versially launched in April last 
year. 

The ESL plans were shelved 
after only 24 hours later owing 
to huge backlash from the Eu-
ropean footballing community, 
although A22 Sports Manage-
ment, the company behind the 
breakaway concept, has recent-

ly attempted to reignite the de-
railed plans.

However, Al Khelaifi be-
lieves that the ECA’s growing 
relationship with UEFA under-
lines both parties’ joint com-
mitment to help football grow 
in the interests of everyone in-
volved.

“The future of European 
football needs to consider the 
interests of all stakeholders,” 
he added. 

“All leagues, all clubs, the 

national associations, the fans, 
and all the communities that 
need our help. We need to 
particularly think more of the 
fans,” said Al Khelaifi.

“Football is a bond between 
clubs and players, between 
players and fans, between fans 
and communities. 

“It is an invisible spirit that 
can never be broken, and the 
ECA will make sure it never 
is. We also don’t need to tear 
things down to reform. We can 

achieve great positive change 
from within the system – 
UEFA and the ECA have shown 
this already in the past year,” 
he added.

Al Khelaifi’s stance has 
been illustrated by an immedi-
ate upturn in financial stability 
returning to European football 
following the coronavirus pan-
demic. New financial sustain-
ability rules have also been 
enforced, which have costly 
sporting and financial sanctions 

associated to clubs assessed to 
be flouting the regulations.

Meanwhile, UEFA and the 
ECA have launched a joint 
venture which has already cre-
ated huge commercial oppor-
tunities in France, the UK, the 
US and Holland, underlining 
the current growth of Euro-
pean Football.

The UEFA Europa League 
and UEFA Europa Conference 
League also continue to grow 
in popularity, with an agree-
ment in place - put forward by 
the ECA - for new competition 
formats to be introduced post-
2024.

In his address, which drew 
rapturous applause from the 
UEFA Convention delegates, 
Al- Khelaifi rejected the notion 
that the current Champions 
League format does not live up 
to fans’ expectations.

“We hear that the Cham-
pions League isn’t exciting 
enough, and that European 
football is completely broken,” 
continued Al Khelaifi. 

“But they continue to play 
in the tournaments, I don’t 
understand. We hear that the 
Champions League isn’t com-
petitive enough. But many big 
clubs did not qualify from the 
group stages. This could have 
been my team – that’s football. 
No club has a divine right to 
win.” 

He concluded: “I am not 
saying ev erything is perfect. 
But at the ECA, we are proud 
about how we have brought 
European football together 
since we last met. We must 
never rest. This is just the be-
ginning – there is so much 
more to do, in partnership with 
all the stakeholders.”
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MOST of Germany’s Bayern 
Munich contingent decided to 
stay and watch the NFL game 
in Munich on Sunday before 
joining up with the rest of the 
World Cup squad in Frankfurt.

Thomas Muller, Jamal Mu-
siala, Serge Gnabry and Leroy 
Sané were all spotted in Mu-
nich during the first ever NFL 
regular season game in Ger-
many between the Tampa Bay 
Buccaneers and Seattle Sea-
hawks.

Club team-mate Alphonso 
Davies, of Canada, was also 
there but the whereabouts of 
Germany captain and goal-
keeper Manuel Neuer was not 
known.

Germany players must as-
semble in Frankfurt later be-

fore jetting to Oman for World 
Cup preparations on Monday. 
They face Oman in a friendly 
on Wednesday. 

Their first World Cup game 

in Qatar is against Japan on 
November 23 at the Khalifa In-
ternational Stadium.

The German Football Fed-
eration announced on Sunday 

that Monday’s plane to Muscat 
will carry the slogan “Diversity 
Wins.” Figures with different 
skin colours can be seen on the 
fuselage of the aircraft.

This will send a “message 
to the world,” according to the 
federation’s website. 

In a bid to reduce their car-
bon footprint, Germany will 
fly on to Qatar from Oman on 
Thursday using a local airline 
rather than a German carrier 
which would fly back empty, 
the federation added.

Borussia Dortmund de-
fender Mats Hummels, omit-
ted from Germany’s World 
Cup squad, was also at the NFL 
game. 

Asked by dpa at a Frank-
furt hotel whether he wanted to 
watch the NFL game, Flick said: 
“No, that’s not my thing. They 
will all be here in the evening.”

Bayern Munich’s Germany World Cup 
stars sneak in NFL game before meet-up

The US and German flag are seen ahead of the NFL match between Tampa Bay Buccaneers and Seattle Seahawks in front of the Allianz Arena in 
Munich, Germany, on Sunday. (AFP)

Bayern Munich’s Cameroonian forward Eric Maxim Choupo-Moting (R) 
reacts with Bayern Munich’s German midfielder Jamal Musiala during 
the German first division Bundesliga match between against Schalke 
04 in Gelsenkirchen, Germany, on Saturday. (AFP)

Nasser Al Khelaifi, Chairman, European Club Association (ECA), and president of Paris Saint-Germain (PSG) speaking at the UEFA Convention on 
the Future of European Football in Nyon, Switzerland.

● ECA Chairman underlines 
the progress European 
football has made in the 
past year, with improved 
financial stability and 
sustainability rules

● New post-2024 
competition formats and 
access approved

● Al Khelaifi also  
reconfirms his stance 
against opposition 
breakaway projects

Saudi Arabia’s  
Renard confident  

despite tough draw

AFC
RIYADH

HERVE Renard has brought a 
rare sense of stability to the Sau-
di Arabia national team since 
taking over in 2019, and the 
Green Falcons have benefitted 
from the sense of calm brought 
by the well-travelled Frenchman 
as they head into another FIFA 
World Cup tournament.

While in the past the en-
trance to the coach’s dugout for 
the Saudi national team could 
have resembled a revolving 
door, Renard has provided a 
sense of continuity over the last 
three years that has often been 
lacking for one of the conti-
nent’s most successful nations.

Renard brought a varied 
and trophy-laden resume to 
Riyadh when he took over as 
the long-term replacement 
for Juan Antonio Pizzi, having 
served his coaching appren-
ticeship in a wide range of en-
vironments.

After spending the early 
years of his career in clubs as 
disparate as England’s Cam-
bridge United and Nam Dinh in 
Vietnam, the former defender 
took his talents to Africa, win-
ning the African Cup of Nations 
with Zambia in his second spell 
as national team coach in 2012.

Following a stint in his 
homeland with Sochaux he re-
turned to international football 
to lead Ivory Coast to the 2015 
African Cup of Nations, in the 
process becoming the first man 
to win the title twice with dif-
ferent countries.

A short spell with Lille was 
followed by a three-year shift in 
Morocco, ending the country’s 

20-year wait for a return to 
the FIFA World Cup when he 
qualified them for Russia 2018. 
However, their involvement 
in the tournament ended with 
elimination at the conclusion of 
the group phase.

Renard left Morocco the 
following year, taking respon-
sibility for a surprise exit at the 
hands of Benin in the Round of 
16 at the 2019 African Cup of 
Nations, and he ended up join-
ing Saudi Arabia.

 He has impressed since, 
bringing organisation and struc-
ture to a talented group that 
needed to be reinvigorated after 
the disappointments of the exit-
ing the FIFA World Cup Russia 
2018 in the group phase and 
going out of the AFC Asian Cup 
UAE 2019 in the Round of 16.

Under Renard, Saudi Ara-
bia impressed in qualifying, 
seeing off Japan and Australia 
to top Group B in the AFC Asian 
Qualifiers - Road to Qatar™, 
with his performance prompt-
ing the federation to hand him 
a contract extension through to 
2027, which he signed in May. 

“We were drawn in a diffi-
cult group, but we have big con-
fidence,” Renard told AFP Ara-
bic ahead of Group C meetings 
with Argentina, Poland and 
Mexico. “Our players are used 
to big challenges and many of 
them regularly play with their 
clubs in the AFC Champions 
League™ which is a top-level 
competition.

“Al Hilal won the AFC 
Champions League twice in the 
last three years and this shows 
the quality of the players, and 
we have other special players 
as well. All what we need to do 
is to be on top of our collective 
level on 22 November.”

“We had a meeting with the 
Crown Prince, and he stressed 
that there is no pressure, and 
we should only show the beau-
tiful image of Saudi football. 
This reflects reality and it is 
something perfect.

“This doesn’t mean that we 
will go easy with our task, but 
we will work to achieve some-
thing wonderful.”

Herve Renard, the coach of the 
Saudi football team. (AFP)

A last-gasp Nikola Milenkovic own goal handed Milan a 2-1 victory over Fiorentina at San Siro on Sunday to cut Napoli’s lead at the top of Serie A. 
Rafael Leao opened the scoring after just two minutes, but Fiorentina responded fiercely, finding an equalizer before the half-hour mark through An-
tonin Barak’s deflected effort. It appeared Milan would have to settle for a share of the points, which would have seen them sit 10 behind Napoli, 
but a remarkable end saved the hosts. Milenkovic diverted the ball into his own net to deny Fiorentina in cruel fashion, with their appeals for video 
assistant review (VAR) to intervene being waved away. The hosts came out of the blocks flying, Olivier Giroud flicking a pass for Leao to charge into 
the box and slot home into the bottom-right corner with just two minutes on the clock. Fiorentina had a swift chance to equalize, Riccardo Sapon-
ara smashing an effort against the frame of the goal, before pulling level minutes before the half-hour mark as Barak’s drive took a wicked deflec-
tion off Malick Thiaw to beat Ciprian Tatarusanu. Milan were back on the front foot at the start of the second period, Giroud forcing a close-range 
save from Pietro Terracciano and Leao thumping an attempt wide of the post. (STATS Perform/DPA)

Last-gasp own goal hands Milan 2-1 win over Fiorentina
 Quick read
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Ben Stokes once again deliv-
ered in the fiercest of pressure 
situations as england were 
crowned T20 World Cup cham-
pions after a nail-biting five-
wicket win over Pakistan.

On a bowler-friendly pitch, 
Stokes anchored a chase of 138 
with an over to spare with 52 
not out from 49 balls as eng-
land became the first men’s 
side to hold ODI and T20 
World Cups simultaneously.

england’s 2019 50-over 
World Cup hero had moments 
of fortune en route to his first 
T20 half-century in front of an 
80,462-crowd, overwhelming-
ly made up of spellbound and 
lively Pakistan fans.

But Stokes banished mem-
ories of his struggles in the lost 
2016 final in stunning fashion, 
retaining his composure de-
spite the tricky surface and a 
vaunted Pakistan attack.

As the equation tightened, 
Stokes capitalised on a cruel 
injury to Pakistan left-armer 
Shaheen Afridi and took england 
to victory with six balls to spare.

“It feels really different to 
2019. It was a different time, 
difference place and a differ-
ent group. I am just immensely 
proud. Both are just incredible,” 
said england captain Jos Butler.

Ben Stokes said: “I feel re-
ally good. It has been an amaz-
ing night. The bowlers have to 
take credit for restricting them 
to 137. Sam Curran has done it 

all tournament and Adil Rashid 
has turned up at the back end 
of the tournament when it re-
ally matters. That was the best 
I’ve seen him bowl for england 
in a T20.

“I am very proud. You don’t 
get to win World Cups too often 
so to win two of them is pretty 
special.”
BBC.com adds: The win is also 
england’s second T20 world ti-
tle following victory in the West 
Indies in 2010.

As Stokes pulled away af-
ter hitting the winning runs, 
he roared - his celebration 
reminiscent of his other iconic 
knock in the 2019 Ashes Test at 
Headingley.

He was soon mobbed by 
his team-mates before they ran 
to celebrate in front of the few 
england fans among this mas-
sive crowd of 80,462.

The pitch was tricky but 
england had looked strong 
favourites after their bowling 
performance restricted Paki-
stan to 137-8.

england, though, know 
finals are never easy. Their 
experience at Lord’s in 2019 
showed that.

Pakistan have the best pace 
attack in the world and the 

crowd erupted as early wickets 
fell in the chase.

This is also a weekend in 
which england’s Red Roses lost 
a rugby union World Cup final 
and the men’s rugby league 
side were beaten in a World 
Cup semi-final.

But Stokes stayed calm 
throughout, even as the equa-
tion tightened to a situation 
where 41 runs were needed 
from 30 balls, to steer his side 
home with his first T20 inter-
national fifty.

His innings also banished 
memories of the 2016 T20 
World Cup final, when he was 
crushed by Carlos Brathwaite’s 
four consecutive sixes in the 
final over as West Indies took 
the title.

After a shock defeat by Ire-
land and a washout against 
Australia in the group stage, 
england needed to win all their 
remaining games to lift the tro-
phy, just as they did in the 2019 
50-over World Cup.

Pakistan - and the crowd 
- sensed their moment when, 
with 54 needed from 45, Harry 
Brook sliced leg-spinner Shad-
ab Khan straight to long-off.

But in taking the catch 
Shaheen, who had bowled Alex 

Hales in england’s first over, 
injured himself - a moment 
that proved crucial.

He returned to the field to 
bowl the 16th but after one de-
livery he limped off the field.

That left part-time spin-
ner Iftikhar Ahmed to fin-
ish the over and Stokes took 
his chance, smacking a four 
through extra cover and a six 
over long-off to bring the game 
under england’s control.

Moeen Ali followed by 
hitting seamer Mohammad 
Wasim for three fours in the 
next over and the result was all 
but secure, even though Moeen 
was bowled in the 19th over.

Pakistan’s pace bowlers can 
take little blame. Haris Rauf 
had england captain Jos But-
tler caught behind for 26 and 
Phil Salt taken at mid-wicket in 
a thrilling spell.

He and naseem Shah, who 
somehow went wicketless in 
four sensational overs, did 
all they could to secure what 
would have been Pakistan’s 
second T20 title.

england were similarly im-
pressive with the ball, albeit 
after a nervy start from Stokes, 
who began the match with a 
no-ball and then a wide.

Pakistan’s fearsome open-
ing pair of captain Babar Azam 
and Mohammad Rizwan were 
surprisingly cagey early on and 
Rizwan was bowled in the fifth 
over by Curran for 15.

Leg-spinner Rashid then 
had the dangerous Muhammad 
Haris caught at long-on with 
his first ball and in his third 
over delivered a crucial blow.

Babar had steadily reached 
32 but Rashid foxed him with 
a googly and took a fine low 
return catch. Rashid followed 
that with five dots to Iftikhar to 
complete a remarkable wicket-
maiden in the heat of a World 
Cup final.

From there, Pakistan did 
not recover. They lost seven 
wickets for 53 runs in the last 

nine overs.
Curran was deservedly 

named player of the tourna-
ment for a series of stunning 
performances and once again 
his mix of slower yorkers and 
bouncers proved almost im-
possible to hit - he conceded 
just 12 runs off his four overs.

Shan Masood was Paki-
stan’s highest scorer with 38 
from 32. He chipped Curran to 
deep square leg in the 17th over, 
which allowed Chris Jordan to 
help close out the innings.

Jordan, who retained his 
place after Mark Wood failed to 
recover from injury, added the 
wickets of Shadab Khan and 
Mohammad nawaz as only 18 
runs came from the last four 
overs.

Stokes fires England to Twenty20 
World Cup victory over Pakistan

PA MediA/dPA 
roMe 

CASPeR Ruud claimed the first 
singles victory at this year’s ATP 
Finals with a straight-sets suc-
cess over Felix Auger-Aliassime.

Ruud, the French Open 
and US Open runner-up and 
third seed, is bidding to reach 
the semi-finals for the second 
straight year having lost to Da-
niil Medvedev on his debut 12 
months ago and put himself in 
a strong position with a 7-6 (4) 
6-4 win in Turin.

Canadian Auger-Aliassime 
earned his first visit to the sea-
son-ending event thanks to a 
run of 16 straight victories and 
three consecutive ATP Tour 
titles in October and early no-
vember.

But, in a contest largely 
dominated by serve, he was un-
able to find the same form and 
a single break in the seventh 
game of the second set proved 

enough for Ruud.

Nakashima clinches victory 
over Lehecka 
earlier, Brandon nakashima 
became the first American win-
ner of the ATP next Gen Finals 
with a straight-sets victory over 
Jiri Lehecka on Saturday.

The 21-year-old was beat-
en by Sebastian Korda in last 
year’s semi-finals, but he more 
than made amends by winning 
all five matches in Milan en 
route to the title.

Lehecka was also defeated 
in straight sets by nakashima in 
the group stage, but he broke his 
opponent in the opening game 
of the final at the Allianz Cloud.

nakashima recovered from 
3-1 down in a first set that went 
the distance and managed to get 

over the line after a 5-0 lead in 
the tie-break was reduced to 6-5.

Czech youngster Lehecka 
wasted a glorious chance to lev-
el up the contest when letting 
two set points pass him by in 
the second-set tie-break, which 
nakashima went on to win.

The match was over inside 
80 minutes as nakashima, who 
struck 21 winners to Lehecka’s 
27, served out the final set to 
win 4-3 (7-5) 4-3 (8-6) 4-2.

“I am super happy right 
now,” nakashima said at his on-
court interview. “It was a great 
tournament, this whole week.

“This final was another 
tough match. Just a few points 
that could have gone either 
way. I am happy with my level 
today. It’s a good way to finish 
off the year.”

Ruud opens ATP Finals bid with win over Auger-Aliassime

Pakistan fans react as they watch the ICC men’s Twenty20 World Cup 2022 
final being aired on a screen at a park in Islamabad on Sunday. (AFP)

PAGE 15 Monday, November 14, 2022

6 Days to go

England players celebrate after winning the ICC men’s Twenty20 World Cup 2022 final at the Melbourne 
Cricket Ground (MCG) in Melbourne on Sunday. (AFP)

England’s Jos Buttler celebrates with the trophy at the Melbourne Cricket Ground (MCG) in Melbourne  
on Sunday. (AFP)

England’s Ben Stokes exults after guiding his team to victory in the ICC men’s Twenty20 World Cup 2022 
cricket final against Pakistan at the Melbourne Cricket Ground (MCG) in Melbourne on Sunday. (AFP)

Pakistan
M. Rizwan b Curran  15
B. Azam c & b Rashid  32
M. Haris c Stokes b Rashid  8
S. Masood c Livingstone b Curran  38
I. Ahmed c Buttler b Stokes  0
S. Khan c Woakes b Jordan  20
M. Nawaz c Livingstone b Curran  5
M. Wasim c Livingstone b Jordan  4
S. Afridi not out  5
H. Rauf not out  1
Extras: (b1, lb1, nb1, w6)  9
total: (For 8 wickets, 20 overs)  137
Did not bat: Naseem Shah
Fall of wickets: 1-29 (Rizwan), 2-45 (Haris), 3-84 
(Azam), 4-85 (Ahmed), 5-121 (Masood), 6-123 
(Khan), 7-129 (Nawaz), 8-131 (Wasim).
Bowling: Stokes 4-0-32-1, Woakes 3-0-26-0, 
Curran 4-0-12-3, Rashid 4-1-22-2, Jordan 4-0-
27-2, Livingstone 1-0-16-0.

EnglanD
J. Buttler c Rizwan b Rauf  26
A. Hales b Afridi  1
P. Salt c Ahmed b Rauf  10
B. Stokes not out  52
H. Brook c Afridi b Khan  20
M. Ali b Wasim  19
L. Livingstone not out  1
Extras: (lb1, w8)  9
total: (For 5 wkts, 19 overs)  138
Did not bat: Sam Curran, Chris Jordan, Chris 
Woakes, Adil Rashid.
Fall of wickets: 1-7 (Hales), 2-32 (Salt), 3-45 
(Buttler), 4-84 (Brook), 5-132 (Ali).
Bowling: Afridi 2.1-0-13-1, Shah 4-0-30-0, Rauf 
4-0-23-2, Khan 4-0-20-1, Wasim 4-0-38-1, 
Ahmed 0.5-0-13-0.
toss: England
Result: England won by five wickets.

Scoreboard

T20 World  
Cup Winners 
● 2022: england

● 2021: Australia

● 2016: West Indies

● 2014: Sri lanka

● 2012: West Indies

● 2010: england

● 2009: Pakistan

● 2007: India.

Norway’s Casper Ruud celebrates 
defeating Canada’s Felix Auger-
Aliassime during their first round-
robin match at the ATP Finals in 
Turin on Sunday. (AFP)

London: ex-tennis star boris becker, imprisoned in britain, could soon 
be deported to Germany, according to a report in british newspaper the 
Sun. The 54-year-old has been approved for a fast-track programme that 
allows foreign prisoners to be released much earlier, the tabloid wrote on 
Sunday. “He has been signed up to a scheme that will ensure he gets 
home in time for Christmas,” the Sun quoted a prison source as saying. 
becker’s German lawyer Christian-oliver Moser would not comment on 
the newspaper report when contacted. German becker – who lived in 
london - was sentenced to two and a half years in prison at the end of 
April for concealing assets worth millions from his insolvency administra-
tors. He has been held for several months in Huntercombe Prison west 
of london. According to british law, prisoners can be released on parole if 
they have served at least half of their prison sentence. In becker’s case, 
that would be 15 months with a date of July 29, 2023. but the Sun said 
the new release and deportation programme is intended to help ease 
the pressure on britain’s overcrowded prisons. According to the report, 
any foreign prisoner “who can be released from prison and deported 
up to 12 months before the earliest release date” is eligible. A Home 
office spokesperson told the newspaper: “Any foreign national who is 
sentenced to prison for a criminal offence will be eligible for deportation 
at the earliest possible date.” (DPA)

Becker could be released and deported early

 Quick read
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MSC Cruises launches MSC World Europa in Qatar
MeriaM Jelliti

Doha 

MSC Cruises, the world’s third 
largest cruise brand, in partner-
ship with Qatar Airways, on Sun-
day hosted the naming ceremony 
of its newest flagship MSC World 
Europa and officially announced 
the opening of the new Grand 
Cruise Terminal at Doha Port. 

This announcement comes 
as part of MSC’s commitment to 
Qatar and the continued impor-
tance of the region, where MSC 
Cruises is the leading brand, and 
to support Qatar National Vision 
2030 with the aim to increase 
three times the number of in-
ternational tourists who visit the 
country by that year.

MSC World Europa, the 
world’s largest LNG-powered 
cruise ship and one of the first to 
use fuel cell technology spans 22 
decks, is 154 feet wide, features 
2,626 cabins and boasts more 
than 430,556 square-feet of pub-
lic space. Considered the most 
innovative and environmentally 
advanced cruise ship to date to 
join the MSC Cruises fleet in 
terms of emissions reduction and 
energy efficiency, MSC World 
Europa is also paving the way for 
the uptake of synthetic and other 
carbon-free alternative fuels once 
they are widely available.

Pierfrancesco Vago, execu-
tive chairman, Cruise Division 
of MSC Group, said: “Just like 
Qatar, our Group has placed 
climate change at the forefront 
of its agenda. We are commit-
ted to reaching net zero carbon 
from our cruise operations by 
2050. MSC World Europa is our 
most innovative vessel. She is the 
world’s best performing cruise 
ship in terms of CO2 emissions 
per guest running on LNG, the 
cleanest fossil fuel and, of course, 
Qatar’s most renowned export.”   

Vago added, “Qatar has a 
wonderful tourism offering to 
meet a huge variety of interests 
and an array of destinations. In 

2016, our own MSC Fantasia be-
came the first major cruise ship 
to call at Doha. We have been 
reliable partners ever since. And 
today, we renew our commit-
ment to Qatar by homeporting 
our most modern and innovative 
ship in Doha.”   

Akbar Al Baker, chairman 
of Qatar Tourism and Qatar 
Airways Group chief executive, 
said: “While Qatar Airways is 
the global aviation gateway to 
Qatar, the marine industry is 
very important to tourism and 
the long-term economic and 
cultural connections it brings. 
As sustainability is vital to the 
future growth of aviation, MSC 
World Europa illustrates how 
the marine industry is address-
ing the challenges of efficiency 

and emissions reductions.  The 
naming ceremony of MSC World 
Europa is an important prelude 
to the FIFA World Cup 2022 and 
shows the enormous endeavour 
and collaboration necessary to 
deliver the best World Cup ever.”

Hosted by comedian, pro-
ducer and entrepreneur Hamad 

Al Amari, the event’s guests from 
around the world were treated 
to experiences from local artists, 
a cutting-edge video-mapping 
projection onto the ship’s hull, 
huge drone show and a grand 
finale performance by interna-
tional singer-songwriter Matteo 
Bocelli, presenting his solo work 

for the first time ever in Doha.
The glamorous night culmi-

nated in a spectacular firework 
display against the stunning 
Doha skyline and a gourmet 
gala dinner in the ship’s elegant 
restaurants.

A world of new experiences is 
offered at the one of a kind mod-
ern, ocean-going metropolis that 
represents the future of cruise 
and offers a world of different 
experiences that opens new ho-
rizons for what is possible to see 
at sea, setting a new standard for 
the cruise industry.

MSC World Europa is the 
world’s first contemporary cruise 
ship to feature new solid oxide 
fuel cell technology, powered 
by LNG. The ship will feature a 
150 kW solid oxide fuel cell pro-

peller that uses LNG to produce 
electricity and heat onboard in 
a highly efficient way. This will 
be a practical testbed to acceler-
ate the development of fuel cell 
technology for contemporary 
cruise ships, and offer the poten-
tial for future hybrid propulsion 
solutions.

In addition, MSC World Eu-
ropa will feature selective cata-
lytic reduction (SCR) systems, 
shore-to-ship power connectiv-
ity, advanced wastewater treat-
ment systems to comply with 
the so-called Baltic standard - 
the strictest global standard for 
wastewater disposal to sea, an 
underwater radiated noise man-
agement system to reduce poten-
tial noise and vibration impact 
on marine mammals.

Qatar’s accessibility transformation 
makes space for adaptive athletes

tribune news network
Doha

FOR as long as he can remember, 
Ahmed Al-Shahrani has identi-
fied himself as an athlete. The 
self-proclaimed ‘fitness freak’ 
was always chasing the endor-
phin rush from playing sports. 
From team sports like football, 
basketball and baseball to indi-
vidual sports like track and field, 
Kung Fu and Tae Kwon Do, Al-
Shahrani’s life revolved around 
being active. 

So, at 17, when a car accident 
left him in a wheelchair for the 
rest of his life, a huge part of his 
identity was called into question 
as he was forced to come to terms 
with his new reality.

During the most recent ses-
sion of Hamad Bin Khalifa Uni-
versity (HBKU) Twitter Spaces 
talk, titled ‘FIFA World Cup 
2022 Inclusive of All Fans, All 
Abilities’, which highlighted the 
progress the country has made in 
terms of accessibility in the lead 
up to the mega-sporting event, Al 
Shahrani detailed how percep-
tions have changed around dis-
abilities and persons of disability, 
and the planning and delivery of 
the FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 
has had a big part in that.

But it wasn’t always the case. 
Al-Shahrani remembers that 

it was a period of great sadness 
for him initially, noting that it 
was a different time in Qatar al-
most 15 years ago without many 
prospects for disabled athletes. 

But doing physical thera-
py and medical rehabilitation 
abroad, Al-Shahrani realized 
that he didn’t have to give up on 
his passion for sports. “While in 
physical therapy and in recov-
ery, I was introduced to a lot of 
different adapted sports. It was 
an interesting couple of years, 
adapting. Discovering what I was 
still able to do after my injury, 
instead of focusing only on what 
I couldn’t. I didn’t take anything 
for granted. I took life one day 
at a time. I likened it to being a 
toddler again, re-learning pretty 
much every movement. It was a 

slow and often painful process.”
Back in Qatar after his rehab 

was over, Al-Shahrani noted 
that his progress was impacted 
by the lack of sporting facilities 
and infrastructure for adaptive 
athletes available at the time, 
explaining that he did mainly 
strength training because the 
only adapted sports in the early 
2000s were led by the Qatar 
Paralympic Committee, whose 
main focus was training com-
petitive athletes.

“For the first few years I was 
the only athlete out there in a 
wheelchair. But the running 
community was very support-
ive – they always are. And slow-
ly, as I was able to encourage 
a few of my friends who were 
athletes of different abilities to 
take part, the event organizers 
became more aware and started 
to accommodate the races to all 
its runners.”

Al-Shahrani was heartened 
to see the number of adaptive 
athletes participating in the 

Ooredoo Marathon, for exam-
ple, increase steadily over the 
years – one indicator of many 
when it came to the country’s 
progression.  

“Today we are blessed and 
the community is a lot more 
aware now of the importance of 
sports and an active lifestyle. Qa-
tar is the first country to host the 
tournament after FIFA made it a 
requirement that all World Cups 
after 2018 must be fully accessi-
ble and take into account persons 
with disabilities.” 

The discussion explored 
ways in which the FIFA World 
Cup Qatar 2022 was a catalyst 
for these changes, of which Al 
Shahrani was involved.

“I am proud to say that as a 
part of The Accessibility Forum, 
established by the Supreme 
Committee for Delivery & Legacy 
in 2016, I’ve played a part in the 
planning to ensure tournament 
facilities and public infrastruc-
ture meet the requirements of the 
disabled community. We visited 
stadiums, Hamad International 
Airport, museums, the Doha 
Metro, and many more places to 
ensure these facilities are acces-
sible, and suggested changes to 
improve them further.

“I believe we’ve succeeded in 
our efforts and set the bar high, 
and that future World Cups will 
be measured against the success 
of FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022. 
Our focus on inclusion and ac-
cessibility will be reflective of 
the centuries-old tradition of 
Arab hospitality, welcoming all 
its guests.”

Qatar has first film in 
Oscar consideration

tribune news network
Doha

PRODUCED by Doha Film 
Institute (DFI), the documen-
tary short subject ‘And Then 
They Burn the Sea’ from Di-
rector Majid Al-Remaihi is 
Qatar’s first ever Oscar-qual-
ified film in consideration for 
Academy Award. 

Fatma Hassan Alremaihi, 
chief executive officer of the 
DFI, said: “It gives us great 
pride to see young filmmakers 
from across the region emerge 
as creative leaders of a new 
wave of filmmaking, who craft 
compelling stories with global 
resonance. This is an incred-
ible achievement for a prom-
ising young Qatari and Arab 
filmmaker and marks a mile-
stone in the evolution of the 
country’s film industry. Ma-
jid’s film in consideration for 
an Academy Award will inspire 
more young talent to pursue 
cinematic ambitions and make 
an imprint in the global film 
community through authentic 
stories that reflect our nation’s 
culture and traditions.

“We thank Master Rithy 
Panh for his invaluable con-
tribution; not only to Majid, 
but also to the many aspiring 
filmmakers he has empowered 
to push creative boundaries. 
Their creative prowess and 
dedication to the arts is indic-
ative of the state of Arab cin-
ema today. This recognition 
further emphasises our mis-
sion at Doha Film Institute to 
support powerful storytelling 
and amplify important new 
voices in cinema, by providing 
a platform for exciting crea-
tive talents from around the 
world to realise their cinemat-
ic aspirations while fostering 
cultural diversity.”

The film, a poetic, visual 
essay of love and loss as ex-

perienced by the filmmaker 
through his mother’s gradual, 
terminal memory loss, was 
also Qatar’s first at 2021 Lo-
carno Film Festival, and won 
Best Short at Vienna Shorts as 
well as the Silver Tanit Award 
at Carthage Film Festival. The 
film has also been shortlisted 
for the IDA Documentary 
Awards (nominations to be an-
nounced November 11, 2022).

Majid Al-Remaihi said: 
“Seven years ago, I began to 
feel an endless sea drive a 
wedge between myself and my 
mother as her struggle with 
Alzheimer’s continued to chip 
away at her sense of being. At 
nineteen, there was no specific 
way for me to reconcile with 
this continuous and incremen-
tal loss, of what it had robbed, 
and what it continues to rob of 
the futures and pasts that are 
suddenly irretrievable—but 
cinema, and this film, helped 
me piece together abstractions 
and unfinished conversations 
as a result of my need for ges-
tures to mourn and heal. I am 

quite honoured to have this 
love letter to my mother receive 
this recognition as it marks a 
critical part of my life and hon-
ours the myriad contributions 
of mentors and collaborators 
that allowed for it to happen.”

Majid Al-Remaihi will be 
attending the screening of his 
film as part of “The Short Con-
tenders” programme at USC, in 
Los Angeles on November 14, 
2022. Al-Remaihi, who left his 
film studies at Middlebury Col-
lege in his senior year to care 
for his mother, was mentored 
throughout his creative process 
by the Oscar-nominated Cam-
bodian filmmaker Rithy Panh 
(The Missing Picture). 

Produced by the Doha 
Film Institute, And Then They 
Burn the Sea represents the 
institute’s mission to empow-
er emerging filmmakers from 
the region. 

“I am always proud to work 
with the Doha Film Institute in 
support of their efforts to identify 
and future promising, independ-
ent new voices in cinema,” added 
Panh, “and the attention given to 
Majid for And Then They Burn 
the Sea shows the boundless po-
tential emerging Qatari and Arab 
filmmakers have to pave their 
own journey to the international 
audience. “Congratulations to 
Majid, and DFI, on qualifying 
And Then They Burn the Sea for 
the Oscar consideration from the 
Academy of Motion Pictures Arts 
and Science.” 

And Then They Burn the 
Sea is represented by Wouter 
Jansen of Square Eyes for sales 
and distribution.

A still from the film ‘And Then They Burn the Sea’

Qatari director Majid Al-Remaihi

The world’s largest LNG-powered cruise ship features 2,626 cabins and boasts more than 430,556 square-feet of public space

Ahmed Al-Shahrani, who was a panellist at QF’s HBKU Twitter 
Spaces talk, sees a great inclusive future for those in Qatar Documentary ‘And 

Then They Burn the 
Sea’ is shortlisted for 
IDA Award

Ahmed Al-Shahrani




