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Felix Sanchez, the man who 
will lead FiFA World Cup 
hosts Qatar in their debut ap-
pearance at the tournament, is 
as much a father figure as he is 
a coach to a squad the Span-
iard has shaped for well over 
a decade.

Appointed as national team 
coach in 2017 to replace Uru-
guayan Jorge Fossati, Sanchez’s 
association with football in the 
Gulf state stretches back to his 
arrival at the Aspire Academy 
in 2006 from Barcelona.

Few better understand the 
journey football in the country 
has taken since being awarded 
the hosting rights for the FiFA 
World Cup almost 12 years ago, 
having played an active role in 
steering the team towards the 
upper echelon of the Asian game.

“i think Qatar is very well 
organised in terms of sport,” 
he said during his stint as the 
country’s under-23 coach. 
“We have the Aspire Academy, 
which is one of the main keys 
to building this national team.”

“There’s a performance 
centre where we develop play-
ers and we work together with 
the QFA, with the Aspire Acad-
emy and with the clubs because 
all the nation is following the 
same target. 

“Of course the result we can 
see…which gives us the proof 
that with hard work and good 
organisation we can achieve 
good results.”

Sanchez spent seven years 
at the academy before taking 
over as Qatar’s under-19 coach 
in 2013 and, a year later, he led 
a team that featured four play-
ers of the likely FiFA World Cup 
squad to the Asian U19 Champi-
onship title in Myanmar.

 He moved on to work with 
the country’s Olympic team, 
creating a dynamic and ex-
citing side that played in the 
Asian U23 Championship (now 
AFC U23 Asian Cup) in Doha 
in 2016 and narrowly missed 
out on a place at the Olympic 
Games in Rio de Janeiro.

Sanchez was appointed na-
tional team boss a year later 
but continued to work with the 
country’s under-23 team, lead-
ing that side to the AFC U23 
Asian Cup again in China PR in 
2018 and in Thailand in 2020 
before devoting his time fully to 
the senior team.

By then he had delivered 
Qatar’s first-ever senior title 

when he steered the country to 
the AFC Asian Cup title in the 
United Arab emirates in 2019, 

a win that quietened any talk 
a more famous or experienced 
coach would take the reins for 

the FiFA World Cup.
“i am very proud to be the 

Qatar national team coach,” 

Sanchez said in the immediate 
aftermath of his side’s victory 
over Japan in the AFC Asian 
Cup final. “Today we did some-
thing that is historic, but i’m 
only thinking about today. it’s a 
great day for me, for the players 
and for the country and we’re 
going to continue working. 

“Of course it can be news, 
about this person or that per-
son, but we are focusing on 
our work. We are working and 
we have the full support of the 
QFA, the federation, the presi-
dent and everyone, so i have 
no concerns. 2022 is in three 
years and this is football and 
you don’t know what is going to 
happen in two weeks. Now, it’s 
just time to enjoy this time and 
not think about the future.”

Three years on and, with 
the start of the FiFA World 
Cup Qatar 2022 only days 
away, Sanchez remains at the 
helm, ready to lead his team 
into a new era.

Sanchez named the final 
26-member Qatar squad for 
the FiFA World Cup 2022 on 
Friday, with the announcement 
coming as the clock struck 

20:22hrs -- signifying the im-
portance and significance.

The team will be led by 
Hasan Al Haydos, who also 
guided the team to its Asian 
Cup 2019 triumph. 

With more than 160 caps, 
midfielder Haydos is the most 
experienced player, who can 
also play as a winger.

Qatar are scheduled to be 
back home on Monday from 
their training base in Spain. They 
will prepare to face ecuador in 
the opening game at the Al Byat 
Stadium on November 20.
Qatar Squad
Goalkeepers: Saad al Sheeb, me-
shaal Barsham, Yousef Hassan
Defenders: pedro miguel, 
musaab Khidir, Tarek Salman, 
Bassam al rawi, Boualem 
Khoukhi, abdelkarim Hassan, 
Homam ahmed, Jassem Gaber
Midfielders: ali asad, assim 
modibo, mohamed Waad, Salem 
al Hajri, moustafa Tarek, Karim 
Boudiaf, abdelaziz Hatim, Ismail 
mohamad
Forwards: Naif alhadhrami, 
ahmed alaaeldin, Hassan al Hay-
dos, Khalid muneer, akram afif, 
almoez ali, mohamed muntari.

Qatar coach Sanchez determined to 
take Asian champions to next level

The Qatar national football team players train during their first open training session in Doha recently. (Right) Qatar’s coach Felix Sanchez.

Son selected despite injury as Bento names South Korea squad
FIFA/AFC

Seoul

iNJUReD Son Heungmin has, 
as expected, been selected 
in Korea Republic’s 26-man 
squad for Qatar 2022.

Coach Paulo Bento has ad-
mitted, however, that it is not 
yet clear whether the Tottenham 
Hotspur star will have recovered 
sufficiently from a fracture near 
his left eye to take his place in 
the Taegeuk Warriors line-up.

“We are in contact with him 
and with Tottenham medical 
department, but we don’t have 
any information yet about the 
exact time or exact day when 
he can train with the team,” 
Bento said. 

“We need to wait and ana-
lyse this situation day by day. 
The most important is that he 
recovers as soon as possible 
and feels comfortable. Then we 
will take the final decision.”

Other interesting selections 
include lee Kangin, the highly 
regarded Mallorca midfielder 
who has not featured for the 
national team since March of 
last year. 

Bento also revealed that he 

will be taking a “27th player” in 
the shape of Suwon Bluewings’ 
striker Oh Hyungyu, with the 
21-year-old set to train with 
the team and replace any play-
er who needs to drop out with 
injury.

Spain-based lee Kang-in 
also made it into the squad, 
where he is joined by Napoli 
defender Kim Min-jae and Ger-
many based midfielders lee 
Jae-sung and Jeong Woo-young 

as well as Wolverhampton Wan-
derers’ Hwang Hee-chan.

Bento’s team will begin their 
FiFA World Cup campaign 
against Uruguay in Group H 
on November 24 before facing 
Ghana four days later and Por-
tugal on December 2. 

The Koreans are attempt-
ing to qualify for the knockout 
rounds for the first time since 
reaching the Round of 16 in 
South Africa in 2010.

South Korea squad
Goalkeepers: Kim Seunggyu (al-
Shabab), Song Bumkeun (Jeon-
buk), Jo Hyeonwoo (ulsan)
Defenders: Kim minjae (Napoli) 
Kim Younggwon (ulsan), Kwon 
Kyunwon (Gamba osaka), Cho 
Yumin (Daejeon), Kim moonhwan 
(Jeonbuk), Yoon Jonggyu (FC 

Seoul), Kim Taehwan (ulsan),  
Kim Jinsu (Jeonbuk), Hong Chul 
(Daegu)
Midfielders: Jung Wooyoung (al 
Sadd), Son Junho (Shandong 
Taishan), paik Seungho (Jeon-
buk), Hwang Inbeom (olympi-
acos), lee Jaesung (mainz)
Kwon Changhoon (Gimcheon 

Sangmu), Jeong Wooyeong 
(Freiburg), lee Kangin (mallorca)
Na Sangho (FC Seoul), Song 
minkyu (Jeonbuk)
Forwards: Son Heungmin (Tot-
tenham, Hwang Heechan (Wol-
verhampton Wanderers) 
Hwang uijo (olympiacos)
Cho Guesung (Jeonbuk).

South Korea’s footballer Son Heung-min is seen on a screen as journal-
ists look on during a press conference to announce the South Korean 
squad for FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 in Seoul on Saturday. (aFp)

South Korea’s national football team head coach Paulo Bento (C) and his staff members pose for a photo during a 
press conference to announce the South Korean squad for FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022, in Seoul on Saturday. (aFp)
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I’ll play like it’s the last (Qatar World Cup).  
I talk to my father, we always talk. I’ll play 
each game as if it were the last because you 
don’t know what will happen tomorrow. 
– Brazil star Neymar

Of course the result we can see… which 
gives us the proof that with hard work  
and good organisation we can achieve 
good results.
Qatar coach Felix Sanchez
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CHRISTIAN Eriksen has de-
scribed his comeback as “amaz-
ing” as he gears up to represent 
Denmark at the World Cup in 
Qatar.

The Manchester United 
midfielder suffered a cardiac 
arrest in June 2021 during 
his nation’s Euro 2020 match 
against Finland but, fewer than 
18 months later, is travelling to 
Qatar for the mid-season tour-
nament. It was initially unclear 
whether he would be able to 
return to football and Eriksen 
was released by Inter as he was 
unable to play competitive foot-
ball in Italy because of implant-
able cardioverter defibrillator 
rules.

A subsequent return to the 
Premier League with Brentford 
caught the eye and earned a 
transfer to Manchester United, 
while on the international stage 
the bond within the team has 
become “very tight.” “The first 
thing that I said publicly was that 
I wanted to be back and having 
a chance to be at a World Cup 
and the time that’s happened 

between then has been really 
amazing,” he told Sky Sports.

“The bond the team has is 
very tight, I mean, it’s always 
been tight but definitely after 
what happened it’s been even 
tighter. As a group, even without 
me the whole group really grew 
together, together with the coun-
try. “I remember days where 
there was no fans in stadiums 
and now it’s sold out even before 

the game has been announced. 
So, it’s just amazing to be part of 
it, the whole group is in a good 
place.

“Denmark has changed com-
pared to the last tournament 
[Euro 2020], because the last 
tournament that we went to we 
went through to the semi-finals. 
Now the pressure is on to even 
get that better than the semi-
finals at the Euros. So, I think it’s 

just go as far as possible.
“I think that’s changed com-

pared to before where before 
even the last World Cup in 2018, 
we had to go through the group 
and then we take it from there. 
But I think now we’re looking at 
trying to go as far as possible.” 
Denmark begin their World Cup 
campaign against Tunisia on No-
vember 22, then facing France 
and Australia in Group D.

Eriksen describes his incredible 
comeback as amazing
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LIONEL Messi sees similari-
ties between this Argentina 
side and the one that agonis-
ingly missed out on World 
Cup glory in 2014.

Argentina will head to Qa-
tar this month looking to lift 
the trophy for the first time 
since 1986.

Former Barcelona star 
Messi, who now plays for 
Qatar-owned Paris Saint-
Germain, has said it is likely 
to be his final World Cup.

He has yet to win the big-
gest prize in international 
football, though he helped 
La Albiceleste to the Copa 
America title in 2021, finish-
ing as joint-top scorer with 
four goals.

Messi won the Golden 
Ball in 2014 after inspiring 
Argentina to the final, only 
to be left watching Germany 
celebrate following Mario 
Gotze’s extra-time winner.

But, speaking ahead of 
the 2022 competition, Messi 
appeared to suggest this Ar-

gentina squad has the unity to 
go as far as the 2014 team.

He told the Ole newspa-
per: “At the 2014 World Cup, 
we performed very well. It was 
an unforgettable experience.

“I enjoyed it a lot and 
where it became clear to me 
more than ever that the main 
and most important thing is to 
be a strong and united group.

“That ultimately leads you 
to the important goal. Today 

I feel a lot of similarities be-
tween this group and the one 
from 2014.” 

Argentina are second fa-
vourites behind rivals Brazil 
to win the 2022 World Cup.

Lionel Scaloni’s men have 
not lost since their 2-0 Copa 
America defeat to Brazil in 
the 2019 Copa America final, 
a run of 35 games unbeaten.

They begin their World 
Cup campaign against Saudi 

Arabia on November 22, be-
fore facing Mexico and Po-

land in their other Group C 
matches.

Argentina Squad

Goalkeepers: Emiliano Martin-
ez (Aston Villa), Franco Armani 
(River Plate) and Geronimo Rulli 
(Villarreal)
Defenders: Gonzalo Montiel 
(Sevilla), Nahuel Molina (Atleti-
co Madrid), German Pezzella 
(Real Betis), Cristian Romero 
(Tottenham Hotspur), Nicolas 
Otamendi (Benfica), Lisandro 
Martinez (Manchester United), 
Juan Foyth (Villarreal), Nicolas 
Tagliafico (Olympique Lyonnais), 
Marcos Acuna (Sevilla)
Midfielders: Leandro Paredes 
(Juventus), Guido Rodriguez 
(Real Betis), Enzo Fernandez 
(Benfica), Rodrigo De Paul 
(Atletico Madrid), Exequiel 
Palacios (Bayer Leverkusen), 
Alejandro Gomez (Sevilla), 
Alexis Mac Allister (Brighton & 
Hove Albion)
Forwards: Paulo Dybala (AS 
Roma), Lionel Messi (Paris 
St Germain), Angel Di Maria 
(Juventus), Nicolas Gonzalez 
(Fiorentina), Joaquin Correa 
(Inter Milan), Lautaro Martinez 
(Inter Milan), Julian Alvarez 
(Manchester City).

Messi sees parallels among Argentina 
current squad and united 2014 team
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MIDFIELDER Salman Al Faraj 
will lead Saudi Arabia’s FIFA 
World Cup Qatar 2022 campaign 
after shaking off a shoulder injury. 

The Al Hilal SFC star, who 
captains Saudi Arabia, suffered 
the injury in a friendly against 
Iceland last week. 

Saudi Arabia head coach 
Herve Renard had expressed 
worry earlier this week on Al 
Faraj’s fitness and his inclu-
sion will be a huge boost for the 
West Asian side preparing for 
their sixth appearance at the 
FIFA World Cup. There were 
no major surprises named in 
the squad with Salem Al Daw-
sari and the exciting Firas Al 
Buraikan to power their push.

Saudi Arabia, who are in 
Group C, open their campaign 
against Argentina on Novem-
ber 22 with Poland (November 
26) and Mexico (November 
30) to follow.

Saudi Arabia Squad:
Goalkeepers: Mohamed Al 
Owais (Al Hilal), Nawaf Al Aqidi 
(Al Nassr), Mohamed Al Yami (Al 
Ahly).
Defenders: Yasser Al-Shahrani 
(Al Hilal), Ali Al Bulaihi (Al Hilal), 
Abdulelah Al Amri (Al Nassr), Ab-
dullah Madu (Al Nassr), Hassan 
Tambakti (Al Shabab), Sultan Al-
Ghanam (Al Nassr), Mohammed 
Al Breik (Al Hilal), Saud Abdulha-
mid (Al Hilal).
Midfielders: Salman Al Faraj (Al 
Hilal), Riyadh Sharahili (Abha), 
Ali Al Hassan (Al Nassr), Mo-
hamed Kanno (Al Hilal), Abdule-
lah Al Malki (Al Hilal), Sami Al 
Najei (Al Nassr), Abdullah Otayf 
(Al Hilal), Nasser Al-Dawsari (Al 
Hilal), Abdulrahman Al Aboud 
(Ittihad), Salem Al Dawsari 
(Al-Hilal), Hattan Bahebri (Al 
Shabab).
Forwards: Fahad Al Muwallad (Al 
Shabab), Haitham Asiri (Al Ahly), 
Saleh Al-Shehri (Al Hilal) Firas 
Al-Buraikan (Al Fateh).

Saudi Arabia receive  
Al Faraj boost as  

Renard names squad

Manchester United’s and Denmark midfielder Christian Eriksen.

England’s Maddison fit for World Cup  
Qatar 2022 after knee injury scare
PA MEDIA/DPA

LONDON

LEICESTER boss Brendan 
Rodgers has given his assur-
ances that James Maddison 
will be fit for the World Cup.

England appeared to have 
been dealt another injury blow 
when the Foxes midfielder 
limped out of his side’s 2-0 
Premier League win at West 
Ham on Saturday, having 
gone down holding his lower 
leg.

But Rodgers told the BBC 
after the match that Maddi-
son will be fit for Qatar 2022, 
which starts a week on Sun-
day.

“He’s fine,” Rodgers said. 
“It was just precautionary, a 
little soreness on the side of 
the knee. He hasn’t trained a 
lot this week. He’s OK.” Mad-
dison was rewarded for his 
impressive form for the Foxes 
this season by being named in 
Gareth Southgate’s 26-man 
squad on Thursday.

Another England mid-
fielder, Liverpool’s Jordan 
Henderson, was left out of his 
side’s 3-1 home win against 
Southampton due to personal 
reasons and England boss Ga-

reth Southgate will be hoping 
for good news on the duo this 
week.

Southgate is already with-
out key defenders Reece 
James and Ben Chilwell, while 
striker Dominic Calvert-Lewin 
- who is not in the squad but 
could have been a back-up - is 
waiting to learn the full extent 

of a hamstring injury sus-
tained in last weekend’s defeat 
to Leicester.

Manchester City pair Kyle 
Walker and Kalvin Phillips, 
both integral to the Three Li-
ons’ success at Euro 2020, 
were both included in South-
gate’s squad despite doubts 
over their respective recover-

ies from groin and shoulder 
surgeries.

Defender Walker has been 
sidelined since October, while 
midfielder Phillips has made 
only one late substitute’s 
appearance for City in the 
Premier League this season 
following his transfer from 
Leeds.

Leicester City and England international James Maddison suffers an injury during a Premier League match.

Argentina’s Lionel Messi celebrates his goal during an international 
friendly match against Jamaica at Red Bull Arena in Harrison, New 
Jersey. Argentina captain Lionel Messi leads the 26-man squad for 
the Qatar 2022 World Cup, which includes Angel Di Maria and Paulo 
Dybala, both recovered from injuries. (AFP)

A woman passes by a mural by the artist Maxi Bagnasco depicting 
Argentine football stars Lionel Messi (left) and Diego Maradona (right) 
in Buenos Aires, Argentina, on Saturday. (AFP)

Saudi Arabia’s Salem Al Dawsari (L) vies for the ball with Panama’s 
Alfredo Stephens, during a friendly football match at the Al Nahyan 
Stadium in  Abu Dhabi on Thursday. (AFP)

Brentford defeat Manchester City 
2-1 thanks to a brace from Toney

STATS PERFORM/DPA
LONDON

IVAN Toney responded to 
missing out on England’s 
World Cup squad by firing 
Brentford to a stunning 2-1 vic-
tory over Manchester City at 
the Etihad Stadium, preventing 
the champions from going top 
of the Premier League.

Brentford went ahead after 
16 minutes when Toney head-
ed beyond Ederson, but City 
levelled through Phil Foden’s 
brilliant half-volley after a long 
spell of pressure.

However, Pep Guardiola’s 
men struggled to break down 
the stubborn Bees in a stop-

start second half, and Toney 
finished off a fine Brentford 
break by tapping in a dramatic 
winner eight minutes into stop-
page time.

The result saw City sign 
off for the World Cup break 
in frustrating fashion, leaving 
them behind leaders Arsenal.

City were indebted to Eder-
son for making two fine saves 
to deny Bryan Mbeumo and 
Toney early on, but Brentford 
took a surprise lead at the third 
attempt.

David Raya launched a deep 
free-kick towards the City area, 
where Ben Mee’s flick-on was 
nodded home by Toney, stun-
ning the Etihad into silence.



Uruguay camp in UAE as they prepare  
for FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022

QNA
Montevideo

The Uruguayan Football As-
sociation announced that the 
team will hold a final prepara-
tory camp in the emirati capital 
Abu Dhabi for a week, during 
which the technical staff will 

attend to their preparations for 
FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 
finals beginning November 20.

In a statement on Saturday, 
the Uruguayan football federa-
tion said that the coach of the 
national team Diego Alonso 
has chosen his final list of play-
ers and they are headed to the 

emirates for the final condi-
tioning before traveling to Qa-
tar on November 19th.

The Uruguay team will 
open their World Cup cam-
paign by meeting South Korea 
in Group h on November 24. 
Portugal and Ghana are the 
other teams in the group.

The Uruguayan federation 
confirmed its full confidence in 
the vision of coach Alonso and 
the group of players led by Luis 
Suarez, edinson Cavani, Fed-
erico Valverde and Nunez, for a 
good participation of the nation-
al team in the FIFA World Cup 
for the 14th time in their history.

Qatar edged Syria 
6-5 on penalties on 
Saturday to enter 
the final of the West 
Asia U23 Football 
Championship for 
the first time in Jed-
dah, Saudi Arabia. 
The scores were 
locked at 1-1 after 
the regulation time 
in the semi-final 
encounter.

Qatar U-23 team makes  
West Asia U23 C’ship final 
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IT’S no secret that Mexico’s na-
tional team is one of the most 
well-supported in the world. 

In fact, el Tri fans have argu-
ably been among the best for the 
last three World Cups, and ahead 
of Qatar 2022, supporters in Qa-
tar have vowed that all three of 
their Group Stage games will es-
sentially be home games.

With seven days until the 
start of the World Cup and 
nine days until their first game 
against Poland on November 
22nd, Mexican fans gathered 
at Katara Cultural Village on 
Saturday, including the coun-
try’s ambassador to Qatar, 
he Ambassador of the United 
Mexican States Jose Guillermo 
Ordorica Robles. 

Mexico has long been a 
World Cup fixture, and their 
fans have consistently been 
among the most joyful and col-
ourful in the tournament’s re-
cent history. The envoy stated 
that the reference would be re-
inforced in Qatar.

“This is the first expression 
of the Mexican fans’ enthusi-
astic presence, and this is one 
of the first groups of fans to ar-
rive here. Mexican fans have 
always been among the most 
enthusiastic fans in stadiums 
during every World Cup, and I 
am sure we will create a similar 
atmosphere in Qatar,” Ambas-
sador Jose Guillermo Ordorica 
Robles said.

Asked about the expected 
number of fans from Mexico and 
around the world, he said: “There 
are different numbers expected if 
you go to the less bracket maybe 
50,000 and if you go up it will be 
about 90,000.”

Speaking of the Mexican 
centre in Qatar, which will act 
as an extension of the embas-
sy, providing information and 
consular assistance, among 
other services, to Mexican foot-
ball fans during the country’s 
hosting of the FIFA World Cup 
in 2022, he said: “The centre 
is part of the Mexican govern-
ment’s important strategy to 
provide information, support, 
and company to all people who 
may require assistance. This is 
the result of a very important 
strategy that spans several ar-
eas of the Mexican government 
in accordance with the instruc-
tions of Mexico’s President and 
Foreign Secretary.”

A hundred fans sang and 
danced with their drums at the 
gathering, including Yezenia 
Navarro, Fan Leader of Mexico 
under the Supreme Committee 
for Delivery & Legacy. “I am 
very happy that the Mexican 
community has come together 
to celebrate the upcoming ar-
rival of the Mexican team to the 
World Cup. 

“At the moment, we are not 

many, but during the World 
Cup, we expect over 60,000 
fans to cheer the team like a 
home game,” she said. 

“We have a lot of activities 
planned, including a gathering 
on the 17th and Mexican party 

after on November 25tyh. We 
will have many celebrations, 
and we hope to paint Qatar 
in Mexican colours, and our 
songs will be played in many 
stadiums.”

“It’s a meet up of Mexican 

fans and it’s amazing because 
you can find diverse fans from 
all over cheering our team,” 
Mexican fan Khaoula Bencheik 
said of the gathering. Our com-
munity in Qatar is large and we 
expect a large number of people 

to cheer on our team and enjoy 
the World Cup like home.”

“I am overjoyed to see so 
many of our countrymen here 
to support our team.” We 
would drum up support for the 
team at every match here, and 

it’s special to be connected to 
so many international fans, ac-
cording to Javier Jonathan. 

“I enjoyed this meet-up, 
especially the chance to feel 
the vibe of the World Cup in 
the company of my community 
members,” said Mexican fan 
Lenin Loredo.

Naomi Mendoza, a Pana-
manian who is rooting for 

Mexico, said she is excited 
about the prospect of a World 
Cup and enjoys the vibes ema-
nating from the biggest football 
showpiece for Qatar. She went 
on to say that seeing different 
fans is part of the excitement of 
a World Cup tournament.

The Mexican football team 
will arrive two to three days be-
fore the tournament begins and 
will play three group games: 
November 21 against Poland, 
November 26 against Argen-
tina, and November 30 against 
Saudi Arabia.

Around fifty to 90,000 Mexican fans expected 
to arrive to support their team at World Cup

There are different numbers 
(of fans) expected if you go 
to the less bracket maybe 
50,000 and if you go up it 
will be about 90,000.
HE Ambassador of the United 
Mexican States to Qatar Jose 
Guillermo Ordorica Robles

Qatar-based Mexican fans gathered at Katara Cultural Village on Saturday in celebration ahead of their team’s first FIFA World Cup match against 
Poland on November 22.



QOC
Istanbul

Qatar has been awarded the 
honour of hosting the global 
gymnastics family for the 85th 
International Gymnastics Fed-
eration (FIG) Congress in 2024. 

the decision on Doha as a 
host city was taken on Saturday 
by delegates at the 84th FIG 
Congress in Istanbul, turkey, 
receiving 148 votes against 89 
votes to Croatia. 

In a presentation to del-
egates, Qatar’s bid team high-
lighted why Doha would be the 
perfect host, including its prov-
en track-record in successfully 
delivering international events, 
stunning cultural highlights and 
world-renowned hospitality. 

FIG First Vice-President 
and Qatar Gymnastics Fed-
eration (FIG) President ali 
al Hitmi said: “this is a very 
proud moment for the gym-
nastics and sports community 
in Qatar, and we are honoured 
to have been awarded this pres-
tigious gathering by our fellow 
National Federations. We are 
excited to welcome the FIG 

family to experience the friend-
liest of welcomes and all that 
Doha has to offer.

“I would like to take this 
opportunity to thank the Qa-
tar Olympic Committee under 
the leadership of H.E. Sheikh 
Joaan bin Hamad al thani 
and the QOC Secretary-Gen-
eral H.E. Jassim bin rashid 
al Buenain for their unlimited 
support to Gymnastics. I want 
also to hail the efforts of Mar-
keting and Communications 
Department, Public relations 
and International Cooperation 
Department and our team for 
their contribution to preparing 
Doha bid” al Hitmi added.

“Our work to ensure eve-
rything is in place come 2024 
starts immediately, and we will 
continue our excellent collabo-
ration with FIG to guarantee a 
productive and enjoyable stay 
in Qatar.” 

Doha has previously hosted 
a number of international gym-
nastics events, the most recent 
of which include the 2018 World 
artistic Gymnastics Champion-
ships and 2022 asian artistic 
Gymnastics Championships.

Doha chosen as host city for 85th International Gymnastics Federation Congress
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The decision on Doha as a host city was taken on Saturday by delegates at the 84th FIG Congress in Istanbul, Turkey, receiving 148 votes against 
89 votes to Croatia.

England’s batting arsenal to take 
on Pakistan’s bowling firepower
AgenCies
Melbourne

aFtEr an engrossing tourna-
ment spanning 28 days, Eng-
land will lock horns with Pa-
kistan in the final of the ICC 
Men’s t20 World Cup 2022 at 
the Melbourne Cricket Ground 
(MCG) on Sunday.

England and Pakistan fol-
lowed pretty much the same 
trajectory on their way to the 
final. Both teams had little 
chance of securing a semi-final 
berth at one point, yet they 
went on a rampage towards the 
business end of the Super 12, 
and made it to the knockouts 
by finishing second in their 
respective groups. that wasn’t 
the end to their similarities, 
though, as both sides regis-
tered comprehensive victories 
in the semi-finals to book their 
place in the final.

although their paths lead-
ing to this finale have been 
pretty similar, it would be a 
mistake to think that they have 
followed and executed the same 
plans to chart their course. In 
fact, these are two teams with 
very different strengths and 
playing styles, and it’s the con-
trast between them that will be 
exciting to watch in this highly 
anticipated final.

It’s going to be a battle be-
tween England’s batting line-up 
and Pakistan’s bowling attack. 
Jos Buttler’s men bat with a 
fearless approach. they have 
players capable of wielding the 
willow right down to number 11.

Pakistan, on the other hand, 
depend on their dangerous 
bowling attack to dominate. 
they have bowlers capable of 
killing the game with the new 
ball, spinners capable of drying 
runs up in the middle overs and 
specialists capable of applying 
the choke in the death overs. In 
fact, their economy rate of 6.74 
has been the best among all 
teams in this World Cup.

But the two teams have also 
responded really well in areas 
that were considered as their 
weaker suits. 

England’s bowling attack, 
which wasn’t rated as highly as 
other teams, has stepped up re-
ally well to support their never-
ending batting arsenal. Sam 
Curran has been a revelation 

with the ball, whereas Mark 
Wood has also proved that he 
is a world-class pacer.

Buttler said he has been 
dreaming about lifting the 

Men’s t20 World Cup trophy.
Eoin Morgan led England 

to their victory in 2019 before 
retiring in June, with this tour-
nament Buttler’s first global 

event since taking over.
“It really links back to what 

you were like as a kid,” said 
Buttler. 

“the kind of things you 
would be doing in the garden 
with your brother and sister, 
pretending to lift a trophy.

“I’ve certainly had a few 
dreams about that kind of thing.

“Now to be able to have the 
opportunity to have a chance 
to live that out is incredibly 
special.”

Pak hoping for repeat  
of 1992
the final is also a repeat of the 
famous 1992 50-over World 
Cup final on the same ground, 
which Pakistan won by 22 runs.

In that tournament Paki-
stan only won one of their first 
five games before mounting a 
remarkable turnaround, urged 
by their captain Imran Khan’s 
instruction to “fight like cor-
nered tigers”.

Coincidentally, Pakistan 
met New Zealand in the semi-
final 30 years ago, the same 
opponent they swept aside on 
Wednesday in the last four.

Former batter ramiz raja, 
who was one of the 1992 playing 
squad and is now chair of the 
Pakistan Cricket Board, spoke to 
the players about the win.

“He was just reliving some 
of those stories around the ‘92 
World Cup,” said former aus-
tralia opener Matthew Hayden, 
who is part of the Pakistan 
coaching staff.

“these boys, inevitably their 
careers will be but a blink and 
they’ll be looking back on this 
tournament regardless of the 
result, saying we were in a final 
and hopefully a winning final.

“and they’ll tell these sto-
ries around campfires in their 
villages, in media conferences 
and it will be an important 
chapter of Pakistan cricket – as 
the ‘92 campaign was.”

Pakistan’s Captain Babar Azam (L) shakes hands with England’s 
Captain Jos Buttler after a press conference at the Melbourne Cricket 
Ground (MCG) in Melbourne on Saturday, on the eve of their ICC men’s 
Twenty20 World Cup 2022 cricket final. (aFP)

STAGE SET FOR ICC T20 WORLD CUP FINAL

Pakistan players Pakistan’s Shan Masood (L), Haider Ali (2nd L), Shahnawaz Dahani pose with the ICC World Cup trophy as England’s Adil Rashid 
(R) looks on during a “Meet the Fans” event at the Melbourne Cricket Ground (MCG) in Melbourne on Saturday, ahead of the ICC men’s Twenty20 
World Cup 2022 cricket final. (aFP)

Australia win 
doubles over 

Britain to reach 
Billie Jean King 

Cup final
PA MediA/dPA

london 

auStralIa beat Britain in the 
deciding doubles on Saturday 
to reach the Billie Jean King 
Cup final in Glasgow.

Playing in their first semi-
final for 41 years after thurs-
day’s remarkable whitewash of 
Spain, hosts Britain had high 
hopes of emulating Sue Barker 
and Virginia Wade, who last 
led Britain to the final in 1981.

Heather Watson lost the 
opening rubber 6-4 7-6 (3) 
to Storm Sanders but Harriet 
Dart followed up her victory 
over 13th-ranked Paula Badosa 
by upsetting ajla tomljanovic 
7-6 (3) 6-2 to take it to the wire.

Doubles duo alicia Barnett 
and Olivia Nicholls have been 
the revelation of the week for 
the hosts on their internation-
al debut but they were unable 
to conjure a third victory, los-
ing out 7-6 (1) 6-7 (5) (10-6) 
to the impressive Sanders and 
Sam Stosur.

Cheered on by the best 
crowd of the tournament at 
the Emirates arena, Barnett 
and Nicholls had their chances, 
holding two set points at 6-5 in 
the opening set after fighting 
back from a break down.

Barnett was then broken 
serving for the second set but 
they battled through a tense 
tie-break - helped by some 
shocking misses from Stosur 
- to force a first-to-10-point 
decider.

the British pair fought 
back from 3-6 down to level 
but the australians finished 
with four points in a row to 
book their spot against either 
Switzerland or the Czech re-
public on Sunday.

While defeat will sting for 
the British team, they have 
hugely out-performed expec-
tations and there should be 
optimism, especially if Emma 
raducanu can get herself on an 
even keel next season, that this 
need not be a one-off.

ForMula 1 drivers are pushing for a change in the penalty points system to prevent drivers being 
banned from races for frivolous offences, reports bbC.com. alpha tauri’s Pierre Gasly said before the sao 
Paulo Grand Prix that he was “a bit embarrassed” to be two licence points off a mandatory one-race ban. 
Mercedes driver George russell said: “the penalty does not fit the crime, especially in Pierre’s case.” the 
briton added: “the rules aren’t in the right place”. Governing body the FIa’s approach to various admin-
istrative matters has come under the spotlight this season and russell, a director of the Grand Prix driv-
ers’ association, said it had told the drivers that it was going to hold a review over the winter. “they have 
expressed that were going to have the conversation in the off-season and review all of this. there is a lot 
to review this season in many different regards, so the FIa are definitely going to have a busy off-season.” 

F1 drivers pushing for changes to the penalty points system

Williams’ Canadian driver Nicholas Latifi goes off the track during the 
second practice session at Interlagos, in Sao Paulo, Brazil, on Saturday, 
ahead of the Formula One Brazil Grand Prix. (aFP)

Australia’s Storm Sanders cele-
brates after her win in the doubles 
rubber against Britain in the Billie 
Jean King Cup semi-final in  
Glasgow on Saturday. (aFP)




