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7 Days to go

We seek to deliver a safe & seamless travel 
experience to World Cup fans: Qatar Rail MD

Tribune news neTwork
DOHa

Managing Director and CEO of Qatar 
Rail HE Dr abdulla bin abdulaziz bin 
Turki al Subaie has said that the 
company’s preparations for the FiFa 
World Cup Qatar 2022 have been in 
making since 2010. The planning for 
the Doha Metro project also com-
menced in 2010, while taking into 
account requirements for a world-class 
network that serves not only the World 
Cup visitors but as a legacy for future 

generations and the city of Doha.
“Qatar Rail’s current level of 

preparedness is the result of many 
years of hard work and tireless efforts 

by the company’s workforce across its 
various specializations and divisions, 
in addition to being the product of 
a range of drills and scenarios that 
were tested and implemented during 

several sports events, most notably 
the 2021 FiFa arab Cup,” al Subaie 
told journalist abdullah al Muslemani 
for the ‘ahlan bel alam’ (Hello World) 
programme on Qatar TV.

al Subaie pointed out that “The 
metro stations, whether in terms of 
their spaciousness or the number of 
entrances available, took into account 
accommodating any expected influx of 
crowds during major events. This goes 
beyond the stations themselves and 
includes trains, whose number has 
been increased from 75 to 110 and 
are now ready for continuous service 
during the World Cup. Large teams 

at Qatar Rail have also put in place 
all the measures necessary for the 
tournament,” he added.

He said, “We are witnessing high 
demand on the Doha Metro network 
and we urge fans and customers to 
plan their journeys ahead to and from 
stadiums and other destinations in 
Doha city. Through the official social 
media accounts of Qatar Rail, the 
Ministry of Transport and relevant 
authorities, information is being made 
available on alternative means of 
transportation so that fans can plan 
and choose the transport that is most 
suitable for them.” pages 4 & 5

We are witnessing high 
demand on the Doha 
Metro network and we 

urge fans and customers to plan 
ahead their journeys to and from 
stadiums and other destinations 
in Doha city. 
—HE Dr Abdulla bin Abdulaziz bin Turki Al 
Subaie, Qatar Rail MD & CEO 

YET another beautiful art-
work has been unveiled as 
part of the Qatar Museums’ 
(QM) plans to transform the 
nation’s landscape into a 
vast outdoor art museum 
experience celebrating 
the hosting of the FiFa 
World Cup 2022. Created 
by Kuwaiti artist Munira 
al -Qadri, the latest light 
artwork has been installed 
on West Bay Beach. “Beau-
tiful light artwork on West 
Bay Beach by Kuwaiti artist 
Munira al-Qadri, illuminating 
our coast and celebrating 
our natural environment. 
i congratulate ashghal on 
developing another public 
beach for all to enjoy,” 
Qatar Museums (QM) 
Chairperson HE Sheikha 
al Mayassa bint Hamad al 
Thani said in a tweet on 
Saturday. (TNN) page 20

Beautiful light artwork by Kuwaiti 
artist unveiled on West Bay Beach

US forces arrive in Qatar  
to secure FIFA World Cup

Qna
DOHa

THE US forces assigned to participate 
in securing the FiFa World Cup Qatar 
2022 arrived in Qatar. The arrival of 

the forces falls within the framework 
of the joint cooperation agreements 
concluded by the State of Qatar with 
brotherly and friendly countries to 
participate in securing the FiFa World 
Cup Qatar 2022.

90,000 Mexican fans likely to 
visit Qatar for World Cup

ikoli VicTor
DOHa

it’s no secret that Mexi-
co’s national team is one 
of the most well-supported 
in the world. 

in fact, El Tri fans have 
arguably been among the 
best for the last three 
World Cups, and ahead of 
Qatar 2022, supporters in 
Qatar have vowed that all 
three of their group Stage 
games will essentially be 
home games. 

With seven days until 
the start of the World 
Cup and nine days until their first game against Poland on november 22, Mexi-
can fans gathered at Katara Cultural Village on Saturday. among them was the 
ambassador of the United Mexican States to Qatar HE Jose guillermo Ordorica 
Robles. 

“Mexican fans have always been among the most enthusiastic in stadiums 
during every World Cup, and i am sure we will create a similar atmosphere in Qatar,” 
ambassador Jose guillermo Ordorica Robles said.

asked about the expected number of fans from Mexico and around the world, he 
said: “There are different numbers expected;  if you go to the less bracket maybe 
50,000 and if you go up it will be about 90,000.” page 18

UniTED Development Company (UDC), the master developer 
of The Pearl and gewan islands, has announced its World Cup 
programmes that include events, new landmarks and festivities 
aimed at attracting the largest number of visitors during the 
World Cup. The Pearl island, with its stunning and serene scen-
ery and lively and vibrant shopping and dining areas, houses 
more than 360 operational retailers of world class quality that 
include shops, restaurants, cafes, entertainment outlets and 
various other services. UDC said that the iconic Corinthia Yacht 
Club in Porto arabia will join the list of officially inaugurated 
landmarks with the announcement of its opening to yachting 
enthusiasts, yacht owners and, of course, asian cuisine food-
ies with the opening of the famous Kais Songbird Restaurant 
from London. also, the official opening of gewan golf Club will 
provide state-of-the-art spacious golfing facilities in an innovative 
entertaining experience for golfing enthusiasts. page 13

The Pearl and Gewan Islands 
get ready to welcome fans

HaMaD Medical Corporation (HMC) has 
revealed that the record of organ donors now 
exceeds 500,000, which represents about 25 
percent of the adult population in Qatar. This 
year’s organ transplant programme reached 
a historic achievement by performing the 
largest number of kidney transplants since its 
inception. The HMC said it conducted three 
operations of lung transplant in the first year 
of the lung transplant programme. The record 
of organ donation in Qatar includes more than 
131 nationalities, which positively reflected on 
the rate of organ donation among all nation-
alities. Director of Qatar Center for Organ 
Transplantation Dr Yousef al Maslamani said 
the transplant programme provides kidney 
and liver transplants, and now provides lung 
transplants too. page 6

Organ donors 
in Qatar exceed 
500,000: HMC

Qatar 2022 will be the most 
successful ever: Argentine 
ambassador (PG 9)

Metro fleet increased from 
75 to 110 service-ready 
trains for the tournament

World-class metro network to 
serve the World Cup and it will 
be a legacy for future generations
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THE EXCITEMENT CONTINUES

From 19 November Till 18 December

AT THE PEARL ISLAND

UNITED DEVELOPMENT CO. Q.P.S.C | UDC Tower, The Pearl Island | P.O.Box: 7256 Doha, Qatar | T: +974 4409 8400 | F: +974 4409 8500 | C.R.No. 22980 | Capital (paid in full) QR 3,540,862,500

Qarnevale Quartier
25 November – 4 December
4 pm – 9 pm 
Qanat Quartier Boardwalk

Embark on a magical journey that brings the charm and 
fanfare of Venice Carnival alive with stunning masquerade 
performances, human statues, and beautiful floating art in the 
picturesque setting of The Pearl Island’s own Little Venice.

Medinafest
19 November – 8 December
3 pm – 11 pm
Medina Centrale

Brimming with international street artists, musicians, dancers, 
acrobats, and other stunning performances inspired by 
European, American, Asian and African heritage, this roaming 
parade will light up The Pearl Island’s vibrant downtown, leaving 
you to catch a good vibe and some memorable photos. 

Arabia Experience
19 November – 18 December
4 pm – 11 pm 
2-6 La Croisette, Porto Arabia

Experience genuine Arabian hospitality and Qatari culture in 
a perfect blend of tradition & modernity, and a snapshot of 
Qatar. Hospitality tents, authentic ‘Made in Qatar’ handmade 
trinkets, henna art, Bukhoor experience (Arabic incense) and a 
photography tent where you can dress in authentic Qatari garb. 

Porto Beat
19 November – 18 December
3 pm – 11 pm
20-22 La Croisette, Porto Arabia

An iconic glowing structure covering more than 2,000 sqm 
in one of the most beautiful waterfront settings at The Pearl 
Island, welcomes you in a celebration of music and special visual 
effects spreading positive vibes. 

 Live Broadcast of the Matches
The Amphitheater
30 La Croisette, Porto Arabia

Football fans from all over the world have the opportunity to 
cheer with the crowds in real-time and experience football 
excitement on the big screen in a unique waterfront setting.



Nation

RIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA 

THE Cultural Village Foundation 
(Katara) on Saturday witnessed 
the inauguration ceremony of 
The Chedi Katara Hotel and Re-
sort, in the presence of Dr Khalid 
bin Ibrahim Al Sulaiti, general 
manager of Katara, Sheikh Abdul 
Rahman bin Abdullah bin Gha-
nem Al Thani, chairman of the 
Board of Directors of A Triple, 
and representatives of the tour-
ism sector and the media.

Dr Sulaiti expressed his hap-
piness that the launch of The 
Chedi Katara Hotel and Resort 
embodies the title of partnership 
and cooperation between Katara 
and A Triple Company according 
to the Build system – Operate – 
Transfer (B.O.T) system, which 
is considered one of the modern 
systems adopted by Qatar in in-
volving the private sector in such 
projects, due to the characteris-
tics of this type of system in sav-
ing time and cost.

He stressed that Katara has 

succeeded, through its coopera-
tion with the private sector, in 
encouraging and developing in-
vestment in the field of tourism 
through the establishment of 
luxurious, modern and distin-
guished tourism projects, which 
enhance the prestigious position 
of Katara as a global destination 
that combines culture, tourism 
and entertainment.

He described The Chedi Ka-

tara Hotel and Resort as one of 
the most prominent achieve-
ments to be added to Katara’s 
record of success, whose open-
ing coincided with the ongoing 
preparations to receive the most 
important football event in the 
world and to provide a diverse 
and multi-choice entertainment 
atmosphere for visitors and 
guests of Qatar during the World 
Cup Qatar 2022.

He pointed out that Katara, 
which has become the incuba-
tor for major international tour-
naments, events and sporting 
events of all kinds, seeks through 
its establishment of these pro-
jects to achieve tourism sustaina-
bility with the need to provide the 
necessary support to achieve this 
sustainability beyond the World 
Cup Qatar 2022.

The Katara general man-

ager thanked A Triple, headed 
by Sheikh Abdul Rahman bin 
Abdullah bin Ghanem Al Thani, 
praising the constructive partner-
ship that exists between both par-
ties, which is the first partnership 
between the public sector and the 
private sector in hospitality and 
hotel projects.

The ceremony also included 
speeches by Khalil Assaf, chief 
operating officer of Triple A; 

Morton Johnston, general man-
ager - The Chedi Katara Hotel 
and Resort; and Tommy Lai, 
CEO of GHM Luxury Hotels, 
expressing the importance this 
hotel and the important addition 
it will provide to the level of hotel 
tourism in Qatar. 

The Chedi Katara Hotel and 
Resort features 59 rooms and 
suites, in addition to 32 villas and 
chalets.

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
LEEMING AIRBASE (UK)

THE first batch of the Joint 
Hawks Squadron 11 pilots 
graduated from RAF Leeming 

Airbase in the United King-
dom on Saturday in the pres-
ence of Air Combat Group 
Commander Brig (Pilot) 
Mohammed bin Abdullah Al  
Dosari. 

The joint squadron, which 
carries the Qatar Emiri Air 
Force (QEAF) badge, will en-
able Qatari and UK pilots to 
train together on the latest 
versions of Hawk training air-

craft (HAWK MK-167). These 
aircraft use advanced air sim-
ulation to look, feel and oper-
ate like the latest generation 
of fighters.

The graduation was at-

tended by Qatari Military 
Attaché in London Brig Ali 
bin Mohammed Al-Fadala, 
Assistant Military Attaché 
in London Brig (Sea) Jar-
allah bin Hamad Al-Nabit, 

and from the British side by 
Senior Officer of Qatar Air 
Programmes Air Commodore 
Richie Yates and Training 
Commander of Air Group 22 
Brig Aleen Sharoks.

Katara and A Triple inaugurate  
The Chedi Katara Hotel and Resort

First batch of Joint Hawks Squadron 11 pilots graduates
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Dr Khalid bin Ibrahim Al Sulaiti, general manager of Katara and Sheikh Abdul Rahman bin Abdullah bin Ghanem Al Thani, chairman of the Board of Directors of A Triple, during the  
inauguration of The Chedi Katara Hotel and Resort on Saturday. 
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Q
atar rail Managing Director and 
CEO HE Dr abdulla bin abdulaziz 
bin turki al Subaie has said that 
the company’s preparations for 
the FIFa World Cup Qatar 2022 

are a years-long effort that started in 2010 
when planning for the Doha Metro project 
commenced, while taking into account all re-
quirements for a world-class metro network 
that serves not only the World Cup but as a 
legacy for future generations and the city of 
Doha.

During a series of interviews that were 
conducted by journalist abdullah al Muslem-
ani for the ‘ahlan bel alam’ (Hello World) 
programme on Qatar tV that hosted Qatar 
rail’s senior and executive management of-
ficials, al Subaie pointed out that Qatar rail’s 
current level of preparedness is the result of 
many years of hard work and tireless efforts 
by the company’s workforce across its vari-
ous specialisations and divisions, in addition 
to being the product of a range of drills and 
scenarios that were tested and implemented 
during several sports events, most notably 
the 2021 FIFa arab Cup.

He said, “the metro stations, whether in 
terms of their spaciousness or the number of 
entrances available, took into account accom-
modating an expected influx of crowds during 
major events. this goes beyond the stations 
themselves and includes trains, whose num-
ber has been increased from 75 to 110 and are 
now ready for continuous service during the 
World Cup. Large teams at Qatar rail have 
also put in place all the measures necessary 
for the tournament.”

He underlined the importance 
of preparations, training, and 
drills implemented during the 
past years, where the metro 
network was put to the test 
on several occasions and 
many lessons were learned 
to improve and develop sys-
tems, train employees and 
staff, and boost prepared-
ness levels through proce-
dural guidelines, command 
and control systems, periodic 
maintenance, and equipment 
that have been upgraded and 
improved.

He explained that these prepa-
rations have contributed to the im-
plementation of operational plans, 
the latest of which took place during 
the Lusail Super Cup in September 
and a recent musical concert at Lu-
sail Stadium that saw the transpor-
tation of around 39,000 people to 
and from the stadium.

this comes within the framework 
of the World Cup preparations in col-
laboration with partners and stake-
holders such as the Supreme Commit-
tee for Delivery & Legacy, Mowasalat 
(Karwa), and the transportation Se-
curity Department at the Ministry of 
Interior (MoI), among others.

al Subaie said, “We are wit-

nessing high demand on the Doha Metro net-
work and we urge fans and customers to plan 
ahead their journeys to and from stadiums 
and other destinations in Doha city. through 
the official social media accounts of Qatar 
rail, the Ministry of transport, and relevant 

authorities, information is being made 
available on alternative means of 

transportation so that fans can 
plan and choose the ones that 

are most suitable for them.”

Trains’ operational 
capacity increased and 
over 5,000 additional 
staff to serve the tour-
nament

Qatar rail Chief of Ser-
vice Delivery Eng abdulla 
Saif al Sulaiti has reaffirmed 

that the company’s employ-
ees across divisions and de-

partments are working around 
the clock to ensure the prepar-
edness of Doha Metro to serve 
fans of the FIFa World Cup Qatar 
2022.

al Sulaiti explained that ac-
cording to Doha Metro’s opera-
tional plan for the tournament, the 
network will operate 21 hours a day 

from Saturday to thursday, from 6 
am to 3 am.

He said, “Due to the huge 
crowds expected during the tour-
nament, Qatar rail has increased 
its operational capacity by inte-
grating additional trains into the 
network, with trains merged to 
increase the number of train cars 
from three to six. this doubles 

the 500-passengers-per-train capacity to 
reach more than a thousand people per trip.”

as part of the preparations for the tour-
nament, all employees of the company are on 
high alert to ensure that the operational plan 
is implemented in the best possible manner. 
the number of technical as well as organisa-
tional staff has also been increased by more 
than 5,000 additional employees to serve the 
network during the World Cup tournament.

according to Sulaiti, train headway times 
across the network’s three lines will be opti-
mised and reduced during the tournament 
over the course of the 21 daily hours of ser-
vice.

He pointed out that although the service 
hours will be 21 hours a day, work will contin-
ue round the clock throughout the day, espe-
cially since after the stations’ opening hours 
and the return of trains to their depot, period-

ic daily maintenance is carried out in order to 
ensure their safety and readiness for service 
the next day with the same efficiency required 
to transport a large number of passengers.

al Sulaiti pointed out that the ground ser-
vice staff, who will be present at the stations 
to serve the fans flocking to the network, espe-
cially at the stadium- and fan-zone-connected 
stations as well as major stations located in 
downtown Doha, will work diligently to en-
sure the network’s efficiency by managing 
and organising crowds in and around stations 
to maintain passengers’ flow and provide a 
safe and seamless travel experience for all.

Backup systems equipped for emer-
gencies to ensure operational continuity

On the infrastructure systems of the metro 
network, Qatar rail Chief of Program Delivery 
Eng Jassim Mohammed al ansari said, “Qatar 
rail has four key pillars and objectives that we 
have accounted for, even before initiating any 
action on systems’ selection, namely safety, re-
liability, sustainability, and the quality and ef-
ficiency of those systems. all of the objectives 
were derived from the Qatar National Vision 
2030, which was launched in 2008.”

al ansari noted that it was taken into ac-
count that all systems used are highly sophis-

ticated and reliable.
He added that signaling systems that 

control train operation are some of the most 
modern and advanced in the world and are 
characterised by being highly reliable and 
ready. all trains are driverless, operate at 
a speed of 80 kilometers per hour, and are 
connected to quality-of-service monitoring 
systems.

al ansari pointed out the importance of 
the network’s communication systems in 
organising and regulating communication 
between devices, trains, control rooms, and 
service centers, among other systems, in ad-
dition to the systems used in maintenance 
operations that provide real-time data on the 
status of trains, systems, and infrastructure 
or any malfunction to provide a quick re-
sponse to any emergency.

this is in addition to the systems used to 

Queues for crowd management 

Qatar Rail’s WC preparedness a result 
of many years of hard work: Al Subaie

Huge undertaking to deliver a safe, seamless 
travel experience for World Cup fans

Metro fleet increased from 75 to 110 
service-ready trains for the tournament

World-class metro network to serve the World 
Cup and as a legacy for future generations monitor and supervise the quality of the sys-

tems on the premises, which are connected to 
air conditioning systems, pumps, and other 
equipment to detect any defects and take the 
necessary action.

al ansari explained that for the World 
Cup preparations, the reliability of the metro 
network has been tested over the course of 
more than 3 years and that software systems 
are constantly updated, especially since the 
various infrastructure systems used within 
the network are upgradable and scalable 
when needed.

He added, “For instance, as part of the 
preparations for the World Cup, the num-
ber of aFC gates at the stations has been in-
creased and they continue to work efficiently 
without any technical problems experienced 
as a result of the additional installations. the 
number of trains in the fleet has also been in-
creased with additional trains to support the 
hosting of major events, including the World 
Cup, with a number of trains currently in op-
eration while other service-ready trains are 
held in the depot.”

al ansari noted that backup systems are 
in place and are available when needed or in 
the case of any emergency, such as the metro’s 
Integrated Control Center (ICC) in al Wakra, 
which has another backup center in a differ-
ent location equipped with the same systems 
and is neither electronically nor geographi-
cally connected to the main system currently 
in operation. this ensures that in the event 
of a malfunction or emergency in the main 
system, the backup control center maintains 
operational processes without incurring any 
damages.

He pointed out that all the main system 
lines in the rail network’s infrastructure are 
equipped with more than one power supply 
source to ensure the continuity of service in 
the event of any emergency, and that many 
tests and drills have been conducted for thou-
sands of systems since the operation of the 
network commenced.

Integrated security monitoring 
around the clock to ensure systems are 
functioning as required

Len Baldwin, Operations Director at rKH 
Qitarat, the operator of the Doha Metro, said 
that the control room located at the head-
quarters of the metro’s ICC features a central-
ised system that is subject to monitoring and 
control and focuses on ensuring the safety 
and security of customers and the network.

Baldwin said, “On the safety front, this 
is a fully automated fourth-generation net-
work that is the most advanced in the world, 

where all functions are monitored from the 
ICC via monitoring screens in which the lev-
els of power supply, signaling systems, and all 
service-related information are monitored. In 
terms of security, there are many existing se-
curity surveillance cameras and screens and 
the center also covers all aspects related to 
customer service, whether visible at stations 
or running behind the scenes, in addition to 
the fact that all trains are monitored using se-
curity surveillance cameras.”

He explained that the center has an inte-
grated security control room where the secu-
rity team works around the clock to monitor 
the network and ensure the security of the 

network and its customers as well as the func-
tioning of all systems required to serve cus-
tomers.

He pointed out that for the convenience 
of customers, and based on the fact that data 
and service information are extremely impor-
tant to them, the center works to analyze and 
continuously update data and information 
in order to provide world-class service to the 
network’s customers on a daily basis.

Necessary information is provided 
to the public in a convenient manner

Qatar rail Sales and Customer Service Di-
rector Gianluca testa said that preparations 
for the World Cup ensure that customers re-

ceive all the information they need through 
various communication channels available at 
all stations during their journey, using visual 
and simplified messages that are easy to un-
derstand and comprehend to help customers 
for whom English and arabic may not be the 
native language.

Elaborating, testa said, “For example, a 
special campaign on the Doha Metro and Lu-
sail tram social media accounts was launched 
and includes various messages such as service 
updates, operating hours, and changes to the 
entry and exit management processes at sta-
tions in order to support the operational man-
agement plans of the network.”

He explained that the campaign provides 
customers with all information of interest in-
cluding journey-related tips and suggestions, 
how to use the Hayya Card at metro and tram 
stations, how to avail of special prices during 
the tournament for non-cardholders, as well 
as information on luggage policy and restric-
tions, and a comprehensive range of relevant 
information.

testa pointed out that in Qatar rail’s 
pursuit to facilitate access to relevant infor-
mation for passengers, a simplified commu-
nication channel has been provided through 
the use of a scannable Qr code available at 
stations and digital screens so that customers 
can receive all the information that facilitates 
their access to different destinations during 
the tournament such as stadium guides, the 
metro network map, main destinations near 
the stations, and more.

He said, “this will provide access to all 
information related to retail units and shops 
available at the stations as it is important 
for customers to know the types of services 
available at each station, as well as the main 
destinations connected to the station and the 
expected walking distances between stations 
when a station is busier than usual. this is 
designed to facilitate transportation for fans 
and visitors so that they can enjoy their expe-
rience of Doha during the months of Novem-
ber and December.”

testa pointed out that in addition to the 
aforementioned communication channels, 
customers can refer to the Qatar rail official 
website, the Qatar rail app, or the Hayya ap-
plication launched by the Supreme Commit-
tee for Delivery and Legacy, which serves as 
the main information channel for our custom-
ers, as well as the digital screens available on 
board the metro and tram-trains and at the 
stations that display the same information, 
which is broadcasted on various other com-
munication channels.

He noted that information can also be 
obtained by contacting the customer service 
center on 105, which works around the clock, 
or through customer service representatives 
present at the stations who cater to passen-
gers’ information requests.

Expected waiting time outside sta-
tions ranges from five to more than 60 
minutes

Qatar rail Director of transport Planning 
raimund Hanauer said that given that safety 
is always a priority for the company, special 
operational plans have been developed for 
each of the network’s 37 metro stations, as 
well as the seven tram stations that are cur-
rently operational, with the aim of managing 
as many customers as possible during the 
World Cup.

He said, “We expect the arrival of unprec-
edented numbers of passengers, and even 
though our entire fleet is operational, there 
will be times when demand will exceed our 
capacity and our only option is to organise 
and manage crowds outside the stations. to 
this end, crowd and queue management sys-
tems have been put in place, which customers 
must follow when entering stations to ensure 
the safety of everyone and avoid congestion 
inside stations and trains.”

He said, “these queues will be supervised 
by our well-trained and qualified staff, and 
will also be organised and monitored through 
the control room in order to reduce waiting 

times as much as possible, especially since 
the expected waiting period will range from 
five minutes to an hour or more, depending 
on the service time. During off-peak times, we 
are expecting waiting times to be very short 
and customers may not have to wait at all, 
but during peak hours in the afternoon when 
the majority of passengers are trying to reach 
downtown or in the late evening when most 
people are going back home, waiting times 
will be longer.”

Hanauer advised fans wishing to travel 
during peak times to leave extra time when 
planning their journey in advance in order to 
reach their destination on time while going 
early to the stadium to enjoy the vibes rather 
than being late for the match.

Sufficient staff present at stations to 
assist and guide the fans

Qatar rail Operation and Maintenance 
Director David Karl Screen said that Doha 
Metro operates a state-of-the-art rail network.

He said, “Based on the fact that the Doha 
Metro network is one of the best and most 
modern in the world, the network has been 
designed to serve future generations. Our sta-
tions and their hallways, as noted by all our 
customers, are very spacious and have been 
built and designed to accommodate numbers 
of passengers that far exceed the current pa-
tronage. the train network is fully automat-
ed, which enhances our ability to increase its 
capacity and the number of trains operating, 
and this translates into the transportation of a 
larger number of passengers than usual when 
needed.”

He pointed out that all the operational 
systems of the network are integrated with 
alarm systems and other automated systems 
in place to monitor and ensure the security, 

safety, and reliability of service across the net-
work. In addition to the modern technologies 
used, sufficient and well-trained staff serve 
the network, and over the past few months, 
around 4,000 additional customer service 
staff have been appointed to support serving 
customers and fans during the tournament.

Screen explained that fans using the net-
work on a daily basis during the tournament 
will have a sufficient number of employees 
to help and guide them through implement-
ing crowd management processes, organizing 
queues, and monitoring security, in addition 
to other public services to support and assist 
the fans.

He noted that one of the distinctive as-
pects of the services provided by Qatar rail’s 
well-trained staff is the initiative to provide 
immediate assistance to fans and customers 
without waiting for them to request help.

Screen said that in the context of ensuring 
that all systems work together as required, an 
integrated command and control center was 
set up to monitor all processes and aspects 
related to the train network, such as station 
congestion, service reliability, security, and 
more.

He added that the command and control 
center is linked to the main coordination 
center for the World Cup, which monitors all 
tasks and operations related to transportation 
in Doha, and this allows rapid intervention 
in the case of any emergency or malfunction 
within the country’s transportation system.

For example, if there is a problem with 
bus services, the train network can handle a 
heavier load and vice versa.

Screen continued: “the most important 
thing about this type of transportation sys-
tem is our ability to spread messages and an-
nouncements in ways that the fans can rely on 
so that they can plan their journeys accord-
ingly and enjoy the tournament and its cheer-
ful vibes.”

The metro stations, whether in terms of their spaciousness or the 
number of entrances available, took into account accommodating 
an expected influx of crowds during major events. This goes beyond 
the stations themselves and includes trains, whose number has been 
increased from 75 to 110 and are now ready for continuous service 
during the World Cup. Large teams at Qatar Rail have also put in place 
all the measures necessary for the tournament. 

— Qatar Rail Managing Director and CEO HE Dr Abdulla bin 
Abdulaziz bin Turki Al Subaie”

The metro serves fans 21 hours 
a day with shorter train headway 
times  — Eng. Abdulla Saif al-Sulaiti, 
Chief of Service Delivery

The most advanced and reliable 
metro system in the world   
— Eng Jassim Mohammed Al Ansari, 
Chief of Program Delivery

Integrated Control Center ensures 
the safety and security of the 
network and customers  — Len 
Baldwin, Operations Director at RKH 
Qitarat, the operator of the Doha Metro

 Integrated communication chan-
nels to facilitate the journey & 
experience of FWC fans
  — Gianluca Testa, Qatar Rail Sales 
and Customer Service Director

Crowd and queue management 
systems to ensure the safety of the 
crowds
  — Raimund Hanauer, Qatar Rail 
Director of Transport Planning

An integrated command and control 
center for rapid intervention & 
emergency response
  — David Karl Screen, Qatar Rail 
Operation and Maintenance Director
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Qatar Cancer Society (QCS) 
participated in the World Cancer 
Congress 2022, which was held 
from October 18 to 20 in a hybrid 
event format, at the International 
Conference Centre, Geneva, Swit-
zerland.

the QCS delegation was 
headed by Sheikh Dr. Khalid 
bin Jabor al thani, chairman of 
QCS, Prof. Muhanned Harrah, 
manager of programmes and Dr. 
Hadi Mohamad abu rasheed, 
scientific advisor and head of the 
Cancer awareness and Profes-
sional Development Department.

Qatar Cancer society was the 
only Cancer Civil Society from 
the GCC and MENa regions that 
participated in the accompanying 
exhibition and attracted great at-
tention of the global event. the 
charity shared its efforts in cancer 
awareness, and the booth focused 
on Qatar’s success in hosting the 
World Cup. 

QCS presented the research, 
“Breast Cancer Knowledge, at-
titudes and Practices amongst 
Women in Qatar.” the charity 
took part in developing the UICC 

resource “antimicrobial resist-
ance Control Supplement - the 
Challenge for the Cancer Com-
munity,” which was released as a 
recommendation of the congress. 

Qatar Cancer Society par-
ticipated in two sessions. the first 
one was “Stories of People Living 
With Cancer as an Innovative 
Methodology For Medical Edu-
cation,” which was co-organised 
with Weill Cornell Medicine 
– Qatar and Virginia Common-
wealth University School of the 
arts (Qatar). the second session 
was “Because Cancer Doesn’t 
Wait, Childhood Cancer aware-
ness, Despite Pandemic, Is a 
Must,” co-organised with Chil-
dren’s Cancer Centre of Lebanon 
and Childhood Cancer Interna-
tional.

the congress was attended 
in person in the conference cen-
tre by 2,000 scientists, medical 
specialists, NGO and civil society 
representatives, government of-
ficials, ministers of health, and 
high-level United Nations rep-
resentatives, and many more at-
tended it online from 120 coun-
tries. the congress included more 
than 200 sessions.

Highlights of the topics cov-
ered in the congress include: ad-
vances in universal health cover-
age and cancer control, tobacco 
control – countering industry 
influence, regulating new prod-
ucts such as e-cigarettes, improv-
ing access to cancer medicines in 
low-income regions, the impact 
of Covid-19, hearing from people 
living with cancer – breaking the 

taboo around cancer and mul-
tidisciplinary survivorship care, 
advances in cancer screening, di-
agnostics, and treatment, includ-
ing vaccines, immunotherapy, ar-
tificial intelligence and precision 
medicine, abstract-led sessions 
showcasing implementation sci-
ence, and the threat of antimicro-
bial resistance for cancer patients, 
the need for infection control and 
the rational use of drugs

During the congress, exper-
tise was exchanged between the 
delegation of  QCS  and several 
officials, most notably Elisabete 
Weiderpass, director of the In-
ternational agency for research 
on Cancer - World Health Or-
ganisation, richard Shadyac, 
chief executive officer of aLSaC, 
the awareness and fundraising 
branch of St. Jude Children’s 
research Hospital, Isabel Mes-
tres, chief executive officer, City 
Cancer Challenge Foundation, 
Maria Barbara Leon, chief op-
erating officer, Union for Inter-
national Cancer Control, and 
Zainab Shinkafi-Bagudu, first 
lady of Kebbi State, Nigeria, 
chief executive officer, Medicaid 
Cancer Foundation/First Ladies 
against Cancer. 

Qatar Cancer Society participates in 
Geneva World Cancer Congress 2022
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Qatar’S organ donor reg-
istry has marked more than 
500,000 registered donors, 
representing around 25 percent 
of Qatar’s adult population, Dr 
riadh Fadhil, director of Qatar 
Organ Donation Center and 
member of the World Health 
Organization Expert Group, 
has revealed.

“there are more than 131 
nationalities represented in 
the registry that reflected posi-
tively on the rate of organ do-
nation among all nationalities, 
which is a unique achievement. 
respect for human rights, au-
tonomy and equity made Qa-
tar a model of ethical and best 
clinical practice that is much-
admired by the international 
transplant community,” Dr ri-
adh said. 

the Qatar Organ Dona-
tion Center (Hiba) and Hamad 
Medical Corporation (HMC) 
has honoured 71 living kidney 
donors, eight living liver do-
nors, 10 stem cell donors and 
35 deceased donor families in a 
special ceremony in Doha.

the ceremony, held at Ka-
tara Opera House, marks the 
most successful year ever for 
Qatar’s Organ transplant and 

Organ Donation Programmes, 
with more kidney transplants 
than ever before being conduct-
ed at HMC. Other achievements 
of the last 12 months include 
three successful lung transplant 
operations during the first year 
of the programme launch. 

at the event, which coincid-
ed with Qatar Organ Donation 
Center’s (Hiba) 10th anniver-
sary, the Medal of altruism was 
presented to 124 living donors 
and the families of deceased 
donors. the event also saw ac-
knowledgement of 23 Qatari 
kidney transplant recipients 
who chose to have their trans-
plant surgery in Qatar rather 
than going abroad for treat-
ment.

an organ transplant can be 
a life-saving procedure. It can 

also significantly improve the 
quality of life for someone with 
chronic organ failure. a de-
ceased organ donor can save up 
to eight lives. It is also possible 
to donate a kidney or part of the 
liver while alive.

Medical Director of Hamad 
General Hospital and Direc-
tor of Qatar Center for Organ 
transplantation Dr Yousef al 
Maslamani said Qatar’s organ 
transplant programme offers 
kidney, liver and now lung 
transplant surgeries making 
HMC one of the most compre-
hensive transplant centres in 
the region.

“Since the start of our trans-
plant programme in 1986, 
we have worked hard and 
strengthened the exceptional 
care we provide to our patients. 

We have in place a multidisci-
plinary team with some lead-
ing international experts that 
enabled us to deliver the high-
est levels of care to our patients 
who need these procedures,” 
said Dr Maslamani. 

Dr abdallah al ansari, 
HMC’s Chief Medical Offic-
er, said the organisation has 
worked tirelessly with the Qatar 
Center for Organ transplanta-
tion to implement the tenets of 
the Doha Donation accord.

“the people of Qatar, both 
citizens and residents, con-
tinue to show their support 
for Qatar’s unique, world-
class and equitable organ 
donation and transplant pro-
grammes and we thank them 
for their unwavering support. 
I am proud of this tremen-
dous accomplishment, and I 
would like to thank all of my 
colleagues and cadres in all 
transplant and organ donation 
programmes for their tireless 
efforts and dedication to their 
ongoing work. I would like to 
express my heartfelt gratitude 
and appreciation to Minister 
of Public Health Her Excel-
lency Dr Hanan Mohamed al 
Kuwari for her unwavering 
support and personal efforts in 
the development of the organ 
transplantation service.”

HMC HoNours 124 orgaN doNors aNd tHeir faMilies

organ donors in Qatar 
exceed 500,000: HMC

A Friendship Bench is a healing bench, says artist who  
designed mental health benches for national initiative

Tribune news neTwork
Doha

SEVEraL Qatar-based artists con-
tributed to the design of the Friend-
ship Benches that were recently 
launched, ahead of the upcoming 
FIFa World Cup Qatar 2022, includ-
ing Faras almeer, Health Policy re-
search Officer at the World Innova-
tion Summit for Health (WISH). 

the Friendship Bench project 
is made up of 32 separate benches 
that have now been installed around 
Qatar’s World Cup stadiums. Each 
bench represents one of the national 
teams competing in the tournament 
and aims to encourage and promote 
the discussion around mental health. 
the project is a collaboration be-
tween the World Health Organization 
(WHO), Qatar’s Ministry of Public 
Health (MoPH), the Supreme Com-
mittee for Delivery and Legacy (SC), 
WISH and FIFa. 

WISH took the lead on creat-
ing the designs for the 32 benches 
and, having worked as a freelance 
artist himself, almeer spearheaded 
the project. His unique style uses 
bold and saturated colours, as well 
as country-specific iconography. He 
also worked with a group of patients 

in recovery at Naufar - a local reha-
bilitation center for substance abuse 
and addiction - and Nada abbara, an 
alumna of Virginia Commonwealth 
University (VCU-Q) in Qatar, and a 
multidisciplinary artist, on the de-
signs.  

“Mental illness does not discrimi-
nate based on age, gender or nation-
ality, so it is only fitting that we use 
the medium of art to address the issue 
of social and cultural stigma associ-
ated with mental health disorders,” 

says almeer. “art is a powerful me-
dium that transcends boundaries 
and allows us to communicate across 
borders, languages and cultural dif-
ferences. I believe that designing the 
friendship benches combines the 
power of artistic expression with fos-
tering open conversations for mental 
wellbeing.” 

Having designed the benches 
representing australia, South Korea, 
Japan, Netherlands and Denmark, 
patients at Naufar appreciated the op-

portunity to express their own experi-
ences.  “Substance abuse is  a mental 
health disorder, and a serious health 
condition, and those who suffer from 
it are already riddled with guilt. 
therefore, it is imperative to eradi-
cate societal stigmas and shame so 
that those with mental illnesses and 
their families can seek the necessary 
help,” said one of the patients.

“Being a part of this project gave 
us the chance to contribute towards 
a significant initiative so that we can 

share our experiences through art to 
inspire and support those who are 
suffering in silence and encourage 
them to seek help,’’ he added. 

abbara strongly believes that 
mental wellbeing can be improved 
in societies, saying: “Physical ways of 
communication are vital, because we 
have been deprived of human connec-
tion in recent years. Interestingly, the 
notion of the bench is not novel be-
cause you realize that each one of us 
has at some point sat down to talk to 
and connect with family or friends. a 
friendship bench is indeed a healing 
bench.” 

abbara has designed the benches 
representing countries that include 
Canada, Brazil and Uruguay, and 
her designs embody the culture, 
landmarks, and architecture of each 
country, taking into consideration the 
history of those landmarks and what 
they represent today. 

the global Friendship Bench 
project, adopted by the WHO, is an 
evidence-based intervention, first 
developed in Zimbabwe, to bridge 
the mental health treatment gap. 
the project aims to enhance mental 
wellbeing and improve quality of life 
through the use of accessible, prob-
lem-solving therapy.

Artists reflect on designing ‘Friendship Benches’ installed at WC stadiums, led by QF’s WISH.
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WItH the worldwide preva-
lence of dementia, a common 
pathological consequence of 
neurodegenerative diseases, 
expected to significantly 
rise over the coming years, 
WCM-Q launched a webinar 
series.

the ‘Protein Misfolding 
Diseases and Neurodegen-
eration: From Experimental 
approach to Clinical ther-
apy’ series intends to keep 
healthcare professionals up 
to date with relevant ad-
vancements in the field. 

the Division of Con-
tinuing Professional De-
velopment (CPD) at Weill 
Cornell Medicine-Qatar 
(WCM-Q) hosted the series. 
the course was directed by 
Dr. ali Chaari, visiting assis-
tant professor of biology at 
WCM-Q.

as part of the series, a 
session titled ‘the Molecu-
lar Basis of Neurodegenera-
tive Diseases: From Bench 
to Bedside’ was presented by 
Professor tiago Outeiro, di-
rector of the Department of 
Experimental Neurodegen-
eration and head of the lab 
Experimental Neurodegen-
eration, University Medical 
Center Göttingen, Germany. 

an additional session 
from the series titled ‘Dis-
ease Modification in Parkin-
son Disease: an Update’ was 
led by Dr. angelo antonini, 
professor of neurology and 
director of the Parkinson 
and Movement Disorders 
Unit and Study Centre for 
Neurodegenerative Disease, 
University of Padua, Italy. 

CPD’s Biostatistics we-
binar series continued with 
a virtual workshop titled 
‘applied Biostatistics Using 
Stata.’ Presented by Dr. 
Ziyad r. Mahfoud, profes-
sor of research in population 
health sciences at WCM-Q, 
the webinar outlined the ap-
plication of the univariable 
and multivariable statisti-
cal method for numeric and 

categorical outcomes using 
Stata, a statistical soft-
ware. 

Dr. Mahfoud held an 
additional workshop under 
the heading ‘Understanding 
Survival analysis’ to help 
healthcare professionals ac-
curately interpret descrip-
tive and inferential statis-
tics related to time-to-event 
data.

as part of the ‘Intersec-
tion of Law and Medicine Se-
ries,’ a webinar titled ‘Ethical 
and Legal Considerations of 
assisted reproductive tech-
nologies’ was directed by Dr. 
thurayya arayssi, vice dean 
for academic and curricular 
affairs at WCM-Q, and Dr. 
Barry Solaiman, assistant 
dean of students and assis-
tant professor of law, Hamad 
Bin Khalifa University. 

the session examined 
international best practices 
concerning the use of art in 
clinical practice, advances in 
male infertility and associ-
ated ethical concerns, legal 
and religious approaches 
governing the use of repro-
ductive technologies in the 
arabian Gulf, and Qatari 
legislation governing the use 
of reproductive technology 
and art.

In addition to Dr. aray-
ssi and Dr. Solaiman, speak-
ers included Dr. Johnny 
awwad, executive chair of 
women’s services & division 
chief of reproductive medi-
cine at Sidra Medicine, and 
professor of obstetrics & 
gynecology at the american 
University of Beirut Medical 
Center, Dr. Mohammed Gh-
aly, professor of Islam and 
biomedical ethics at College 
of Islamic Studies, Hamad 
Bin Khalifa University, Dr. 
ahmad Majzoub, consult-
ant, department of Urology 
at Hamad Medical Corpo-
ration, and Professor Sonia 
Suter, the Kahan Family 
research Professor of Law 
and founding director of 
the Health Law Initiative, 
the George Washington 
University. 

WCM-Q offers  
opportunities  
for continuing  
medical edu



Aspire Park is at heart of 
Qatar WC 2022 activities

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

FINAL preparations are under way at the Aspire 
Park, which will be one of the focal points of activi-
ties during the FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022. Vari-
ous events will be held at Aspire Park from Novem-
ber 19 until December 18, from 3pm to 11pm. 

The Azpire Zone Foundation (QZF) announced 
that it will host 10 sports events for all community 
to enjoy the special sport atmosphere, and seven 
artistic theatrical performance, in addition to a 
sports exhibition on the Qatari football journey 
from 1960 to 2022.

Doha Academy Schools World Cup Cultural 
Days introduce students to global cultures

HBKU’s CIS publishes 4th edition of 
Astrolabe Student Research Journal

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

DOHA Academy Schools celebrated ‘World 
Cup Cultural Days’ to introduce students to 
the cultures of the countries participating in 
the FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022, as part of the 
Ministry of Education and Higher Education’s 
(MoEHE) support for the country’s efforts in 
hosting the global sporting event. 

Students had opportunity to participate 

in many different activities in the classrooms 
ranging from bringing in food from a country, 
football matches, learning basic words from 
the chosen country, research tasks and presen-
tations. 

During the event, the students learned 
about the civilisations, arts, heritage, as well as 
historically and culturally important people of 
the countries participating in the tournament.

Students also had the opportunity to dress 
in the sporting attire and colours of the coun-

tries they represented, reflecting the spirit of 
this momentous event.

Edward Cooper, principal of Doha Acade-
my Schools, said: “This was a great educational 
opportunity for our students, providing them 
with the opportunity to combine their creative, 
research, leadership and presentation skills. It 
was personally hugely enjoyable to experience 
their work, originating from this great idea and 
filled me with pride to see what the students 
could achieve.”

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

THE College of Islamic Studies (CIS) at Ham-
ad Bin Khalifa University (HBKU) has released 
the highly-anticipated fourth edition of ‘Astro-
labe: A CIS Student Research Journal’.

The publication reflects the scholarship 
and intellectual inquiry emerging from stu-
dents during their graduate-level coursework 
at CIS. 

The latest edition, published by HBKU 
Press, inspires academic discussions which are 
of pivotal relevance for navigating contempo-
rary global debates from an Islamic perspec-
tive. 

Astrolabe highlights perspectives as varied 
as the Islamic aesthetic value reflected in the 
beauty of nūr or the Divine Light, nationalism 
in Muslim political thought, Islamic Fintech, 
and Islamic ethics and vaccines. 

It shows an understanding of the dynamics 
of edupreneurship in the region and the chal-
lenges of domestic violence. 

Evoking the applied nature of Islamic 
studies, the topics bridge the diverse interdis-
ciplinary focus areas reflected in CIS’ degree 
programmes: Contemporary Islamic Studies; 
Islamic Finance and Economy; Islamic Art, 
Architecture and Urbanism; Applied Islamic 
Ethics; and Islam and Global Affairs.

Commenting on the new edition, Dr. Recep 

Şentürk, dean at CIS, said: “We are very proud 
to once again demonstrate the depth of our 
students’ critical, progressive thinking in this 
latest edition of Astrolabe. Our contributors 

have found new ways to explore the connec-
tions between the various disciplines. 

“Their writing will enrich readers with its 
novel perspectives and thought-provoking ide-
as rooted in the richness of Islamic knowledge 
traditions. The combined editions of Astrolabe 
stand out as a very valuable contribution to our 
efforts at CIS to work towards the revival of the 
Islamic intellectual ethos.”

Sabika Shaban, academics journal and 
publications specialist and the journal manag-
er for Astrolabe at CIS said: “We hope that in 
the experience of bringing another exceptional 
edition to publication, Astrolabe has helped 
our students begin their journeys as research-
ers, and raise the visibility of their scholarship 
among their peers. 

“Each edition serves as a resource for the 
student research community and offers unique 
benefits for the students, including the experi-
ence in working with peer reviews as well as 
the publishing process. We are very proud of 
their outstanding contributions,” added 

With a view to making the scholarly discus-
sions freely available to the broader communi-
ty, all four editions of Astrolabe: A CIS Student 
Research Journal are available to download at 
www.hbku.edu.qa/en/cis/astrolabe.

For more information on the work and ac-
ademic programmes of the College of Islamic 
Studies, currently open for admission, please 
visit cis.hbku.edu.qa
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The AZF pavilion will highlight Aspetar’s role in 
raising the quality of sports in Qatar. The pavilion 
will include the Healthy Lifestyle Awareness and 
Education Zone, Health Medical check-up Zone 
and Physically Active Zone. This event aims to give 
visitors a lasting experience during the FIFA World 
Cup Qatar 2022. For more information, visit: www.
aspirezone.qa

Astrolabe continues giving a voice to fresh, contemporary Islamic perspectives from CIS students

Nation
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A new game-based learning 
programme developed by Dr 
Nayef Alyafei, associate pro-
fessor at Texas A&M Univer-
sity at Qatar (Tamuq), a Qa-
tar Foundation (QF) partner 
university, was piloted at a 
session at QF-school Acad-
emyati recently. 

The programme brings 
together elements of com-
munication, teamwork, and 
critical thinking capabilities 
to help students understand 
the different concepts they 
are learning.

Based on the idea of an 
Escape Room and treasure 
hunt, students will need to 
solve a series of puzzles by 
answering questions focus-
ing on five core skills: mem-
orize, visualize, identify, 
compute and analyze. These 
puzzles will help them crack 
the combination codes that 
enable them to unlock boxes 
one after the other to reach 
to the final box. It is meant 
to be interactive, and to give 
the students a hands-on ex-
perience. 

Dr Alyafei said, “Grow-
ing up, we had a more tra-
ditional approach to learn-
ing. Schools were about 
memorizing, and holding on 
to information. It felt like a 
chore. And although they 
are developments, schools 
still use a lot of traditional 
methods in imparting edu-
cation. I believe students 
will retain more of what they 
are learning if they can actu-
ally experience it. And that is 
what I am trying to do with 

this programme: to make 
learning fun.”

The unique aspect of 
this pilot programme is 
that it can be adapted to 
any course, by changing the 
questions for the combina-
tion locks of the puzzles. 
Dr Alyafei showcased three 
levels of the programme at 
Academyati.

“At the school, we com-
pleted the programme that 
was developed for primary 
school students. It was a 
very exciting experience for 
me as well,” said Alyafei. “I 
loved seeing the enthusiasm 
and passion of the young 
ones towards learning. It 
was truly heartwarming to 

see their faces light up when 
they understand a concept, 
and get an answer. As an 
educator, I found it incredi-
bly inspiring to see how they 
were committed to learn-
ing and understanding and 
solving the puzzles. Their 
eagerness was truly encour-
aging.”

The students at Acad-
emyati said that they thor-
oughly enjoyed the learning 
experience. Hamad Nayef 
Al Ibrahim said, “I liked it 
because we had to work as a 
team – with my own group 
and with other teams as well 
to ‘leave the room’ and get to 
the next stage. It was a lot of 
fun.” 

Haya Al Busaidi said, 
“We were working together 
as a team, and also learning 
problem solving skills. He 
encouraged us a lot, and I 
look forward to the next ses-
sion.”

Hamad Al Thani said, “I 
really enjoyed being in this 
programme, especially solv-
ing the mathematics prob-
lems. I love math.”

During the develop-
ment of the programme, 
Alyafei worked on several 
ideas and then selected 
the few that were execut-
able. He would then design 
the game, and have sev-
eral test-runs himself, and 
also work with his young 
daughter to ensure that the 
instructions could be un-
derstood clearly, and that 
the child could complete 
the programme as well. He 
also worked with graduates 
from other QF partner uni-
versities to build the visuals 
for the game.

Alyafei graduated from 
the petroleum engineering 
undergraduate programme 
from Tamuq in 2009, and 
after completing his masters 
and PhD programme from 
Imperial College London, he 
returned to Qatar and has 
been working as professor at 
his alma-mater

Future plans for the pro-
gramme will include build-
ing further levels which are 
more advanced, and that he 
is also looking to take the 
programme to other schools 
throughout the country. His 
goal with the programme is 
show students that learning 
can be fun and engaging.

Tamuq don creates interactive, engaging
learning programme for school students

Hayya Fan Zone is all set 
to kick off with a surprise 
opening event on Nov 20

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

HAYYA Fan Zone will kick off with a 
surprise opening event on November 
20, setting the stage for 28 days of 
non-stop entertainment and fun for 
the whole family.

From November 20 until Decem-
ber 18, Hayya Fan Zone will be open 
daily, from 12pm to 1am, screening all 
64 matches of the international tour-
nament, with diverse stage acts from 
all over the world, bringing a fun and 
eclectic mix of performers for a feel-
good time. 

The gem of the Hayya Fan Zone is 
the Ice skating arena, featuring daily 
shows of the beloved ice ballets, with 
daily shows from world-class interna-
tional figure skaters, a dose of spectac-
ular energy on the ice. Attendees can 
select from two dazzling ice shows. 

Swan Lake, a classical ballet on 
ice, is a journey into the Tchaikovsky 
masterpiece, a show full of intrigue, 
spells and spectacular dances. Catch 
Swan Lake only at Hayya Fan Zone, 
from November 20 to November 
30 and again from December 11 to  
December 14. 

Sleeping Beauty: The Legend of 
the Two Kingdoms, will be premiering 
for 10 days only, from December 1st to 
December 10th. This show is a modern 
and exciting theatrical show featuring 
world-class Olympic figure skating 
champions, a modern reinterpretation 
of a classic fairy tale.

The other highlight of the Hayya 
Fan Zone is the unique VIP Pavilion. 
Complete with patio seating, one can 
enjoy a luxurious football watching 
experience from our VIP lounge, with 
all day catering and the best view of the 
stage.

“You and your family are guaran-
teed a spectacular experience, with fun 
in every corner, and a safe environ-
ment throughout,” said Hayya Fan 
Zone General Manager Rabih Karam, 
whose local events company, Gravity 
Events, is hosting and operating the 
Hayya Fan Zone.

Other daily activities include open 
skating times, the phenomenal roam-
ing magician, Javier Saba, mingling 
with crowds, a station for face-paint-
ing, henna, and caricaturing, and the 
state-of-the-art multimedia and games 
area, with holographic installations 
and unique football themed games.



Video Home brings 
smart environmetal 
fusion sensor and a 
new IoT hub to Qatar

Jiwan welcomes guests from around 
world to savour Qatar’s authentic taste

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

INTEREL, award-winning IoT 
and energy management pro-
vider serving hospitality and 
MDU properties worldwide, 
and Video Home and Electronic 
Centre W.L.L have announced a 
non-exclusive reseller partner-
ship to offer innovative smart 
technology solutions to com-
mercial buildings in the Qatar 
market.

INTEREL’s EOS is a cloud-
connected single component 
energy management solution 
designed to address both exist-
ing and new construction pro-
jects interested in operating 
more efficiently and sustainably. 
Significant energy savings are 
achieved through the inclusion 
of an array of onboard sensors 
allowing the device to detect oc-
cupancy and activity. 

EOS presents a unique 
value proposition by incorpo-
rating an IoT hub and a variety 
of additional built-in technolo-
gies designed to serve buildings 
over the long-term with new 
features, functionality and in-
tegrations able to be released on 
an ongoing basis via over-the air 
updates.

C.V. Rappai, director and 
CEO of Video Home and Elec-
tronics Centre, said: “New prod-

ucts and services that make it 
easier for old hotels where digi-
tal transformations are very lim-
ited or impossible, now with this 
new EOS product from INTER-
EL that is manufactured in Italy 
shall bring to collect, transform 
and transfer data to the cloud in 
near real time”. 

Hotel operators, chief en-
gineers, industry can use IoT, 
user-friendly software to collect 
and organise occupancies data 
more easily, and to store the 
data in a standardised way for 
data analysis in the cloud. These 
capabilities allow hotel opera-
tors to reduce the manual check 
in and automate room opera-
tions more effectively to boost 
energy efficient.

Sumant Bhalla, director of 
sales, INTEREL, said: “With 
INTEREL’s and Video Home’s 
strong presence in the region, 
along with a perfect combina-
tion of product from INTEREL 
and skill set of Video Home and 
Electronics Centre, INTEREL 
is very optimistic and confident 
to grow stronger in the region 
with its retrofit and new build 
solution, EOS. We shall con-
tinue putting in efforts to offer 
sustainable solutions and to 
help businesses benefit from 
our energy saving solutions 
by reducing their carbon foot-
print.”

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

IN-Q Enterprises (IN-Q), the 
commercial arm and a wholly-
owned subsidiary of Qatar Mu-
seums (QM), is offering  guests 
and visitors from all over the 
world an experience of the won-
ders of Qatar’s rich cultural and 
gastronomic legacy with the 
recently launched new menu 
celebrating football season at 
Jiwan.

Overseeing the wonders 
of the Arabian sea as well as 
the extensive views of the Mu-
seum of Islamic Art, Jiwan, 
perched on the fourth floor of 
the National Museum of Qa-
tar (NMOQ) with an elaborate 
outdoor terrace, is the second 
restaurant opened by Michelin-
starred restaurateur and ‘archi-
tect of flavours’ Alain Ducasse 
in Qatar. 

Jiwan’s guests are invited to 
sample the culinary traditions 
of the past, where the menu is 
served sharing style featuring 
reinvented Qatari cuisine but 
with familiar flavours and a 
touch of sophisticated simplic-
ity – comfortingly nostalgic. 

Jiwan’s new seasonal 
menu offers fresh local ingre-
dients where “every dish is an 
ode to Qatar,” reflecting Alain 
Ducasse’s philosophy: to of-
fer cuisine that vibrates to the 
rhythms of nature. Display-
ing great pride in Qatar and 

its vision for self-sufficiency, 
Jiwan’s sustainable menu em-
braces seasonal homegrown 
produce. The restaurant’s ever-
changing selection of dishes 
offers guests the freshest ingre-
dients while preserving natural 
food resources.

Jiwan is named after the 
Qatari word for the ‘perfect 
pearl’, rose-tinted white, com-
pletely round with a lustre so 
pure that it comes alive with 
radiance.  The restaurant’s in-
teriors, designed by renowned 
architect Koichi Takada, takes 
inspiration from nature to 
showcase Qatar’s unique land-
scape and heritage. 

Every detail has been con-
sidered to take guests on a jour-
ney as the carpet colour subtly 

changes towards the centre 
of the restaurant to become a 
sea green. Seating reflects the 
dunes of Khor Al Adaid (Inland 
Sea). Four million Swarovski 
crystals suspended from the 
ceiling add to the restaurant’s 
sophisticated aesthetic and 
reflect Qatar’s pearl-diving 
legacy. Its impressive outdoor 
terrace offers guests a closer 
connection to the sea with an 
exceptional panoramic view of 
the iconic Doha Corniche.

Commenting on the prepa-
rations for welcoming guests 
from Qatar and all over the 
world during Qatar’s greatest 
sporting exhibition, IN-Q Gen-
eral Manager Phil Lawrie said, 
“We are happy to invite local 
and international guests to ex-
perience Jiwan by the visionary 
gastronome Alain Ducasse. Ji-
wan has always been an essen-
tial part of the NMoQ experi-
ence and a destination, offering 
timeless experience of Qatar’s 
natural history and culinary 
heritage. The collaboration be-
tween Ducasse Paris and Qatar 
Museums that started 10 years 
ago continues to bring to Doha 
unique epicurean concepts in 
exceptional settings.” 

IN-Q F&B Director Yves 
Goddard said, “Since 2019, 
Alain Ducasse’s Jiwan restau-
rant is managed by a team of 
world-class restaurateurs and 
chefs from Ducasse Paris, in-
cluding Alexandre Grimaud as 

restaurant manager, Jeremy 
Cheminade as executive chef 
and Morgan Perrigaud as head 
chef. Chefs Jeremy and Mor-
gan along with their team have 
diligently prepared a new menu 
offering guests an  immersive 
dining experience, taking din-
ers on a cultural homage to Qa-
tar’s rich gastronomic history. 
We look forward to welcoming 
all guests in Jiwan, the pearl of 
NMoQ.”

Chef Morgan Perrigaud 
grew up in the historic port 
city of Saint-Malo in Brittany, 
France where he started his ap-
prenticeship at the age of 16. 
Branded as “one of the fresh 
talents of French cuisine” in 
many distinguished cooking 
competitions, Morgan has es-
tablished an illustrious career 
over the past decade working 
with top chefs in Michelin-
starred restaurants in Paris, 
London and Barcelona and 
now joins the team of Ducasse 
Paris in Doha.

Hailing from Lyon, Jiwan’s 
Executive Chef Jeremy Chemi-
nade’s culinary journey began 
at a young age before working 
along-side renowned chefs in 
Micheline-starred restaurants 
in Marseille, Paris, Lyon and 
Monaco where he refined his 
flair for the flavours of the 
French Riviera. Jeremy is one 
of the founding chefs of Jiwan, 
where he first joined as head 
chef in 2019.

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
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DOHA Festival City, Qatar’s “one 
and only choice for shopping, dining, 
and entertainment”, announced the 
launch of the month-long #World-
LetsMeet to celebrate the upcoming 
international football tournament.

To be held from November 17 
to December 18, between 4pm and 
12 midnight daily, the event pro-
gramme will see the Mall’s Centre 
Court during the football season 
boasting a series of world-class live 
entertainment and football-centric 
activities with an aim to offer visi-
tors an engaging experience.

The main stage of the Centre 
Court will showcase an impressive 
line-up of multicultural perfor-
mances featuring traditional dances, 
juggling and balancing acts, magic 
tricks, a robot show and freestyling 
at 5pm, 7Ppm and 9pm. Internation-
al guests will especially enjoy local 
and regional performances such as 
a Qatari Ardha, a Palestinian Dabke, 
a Lebanese Dabke, a Tanoura dance, 
a Morrocan Band, among many oth-
ers. Doha Festival City curated the 
shows to ensure that they cater to 
a wide local and international audi-
ence of all ages.

“We have designed activations 
and spaces that would allow football 
fans to engage with the games while 
enjoying their time at the Mall. Our 
month-long #WorldLetsMeet event 

is an invitation to all our visitors 
from Qatar and around the world 
to celebrate this once-in-a-lifetime 
event and for us to enhance our en-
gagement with our customers and to 
offer them an even better experience 
at the one and only Mall of choice for 
the entire family,” said Robert Hall, 
Doha Festival City’s General Man-
ager.

In addition, the Mall will be 
buzzing with activities and parades 
such as mascots and princess cos-
tumes, foosball table games, seated 
football games, PlayStation games, 
arcade games, and face painting by 
Maison De Joelle, offering visitors 
from Qatar and across the globe 
memorable moments.

In line with the preventative 
measures set out by the State of Qa-
tar to limit the spread of the coro-
navirus (COVID-19), and to ensure 
a safe shopping environment for 
all, Doha Festival City has com-
mitted itself to continuous neces-
sary health and safety measures 
throughout the mall. This includes 
a thorough mall disinfection treat-
ment on a weekly basis, robust 
cleaning, and sanitisation opera-
tions during mall trading hours, 127 
hand sanitising stations installed 
in the areas that have commonly 
touched surfaces. 

For more information on the 
mall’s operating hours please call on 
4035 4444 or check https://www.
dohafestivalcity.com/home/

Doha Festival City announces 
#WorldLetsMeet celebrations  
for World Cup football season
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IN the presence of hospital-
ity veterans, Doha witnessed 
the launch of one-of-its-kind 
‘Two Happy Hours’ App, 
which is an exclusive plat-
form connecting the high-end 
outlets with high-end users. 

The app offers a broad 
and comprehensive coverage 
of exclusive deals and outlets 
and is the most up-to-date 
and detailed listings of hospi-
tality fraternity. 

With the World Cup on 
the horizon, and given Qa-
tar’s footprint in the sporting 
industry, the launch of this 
App will strengthen the hos-
pitality sector and empower 
its growth.

Every decision maker 
has his plans to expand and 

increase the sales in addi-
tion to building a stronger 
image. Two Happy Hours 
intends to accomplish that 
and open doors for busi-
nesses to reach newer peo-
ple and expand their loyal 
customer base by updating 
them with the exquisite of-
fers.

On the successful launch 
of this event, Yuliia Butur-
lakina, business develop-

ment manager of Two Hap-
py Hours, said, “Two Happy 
Hours is founded to serve 
and support both, the outlet 
and the consumer through 
an advanced and updated 
directory, full of details of 
our participating outlets’ 
‘Happy Hours’ to make it 
easier for people to select 
using different criteria such 
as location, time, offer, ven-
ue, etc. 

“Besides, the App will 
also capture special offers 
such as Ladies Night, Busi-
ness Lunch, Brunch, Break-
fast, etc., to help restaurants 
propagate their incredible 
deals to their prospective 
customers regularly. We are 
confident that this App will 
further strengthen the hos-
pitality industry of Qatar and 
deliver promising avenues for 
them to boost their growth.”

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
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DAVE’S Hot Chicken, the 
LA street food sensation that 
has won a global Gen Z cult 
following and backing from 
mega stars, has arrived in Qa-
tar. An urban graffiti, LA hood 
style hang-out for the fast cas-
ual, hot and fiery fried chicken 
brand is now turning up the 
F&B heat in Lusail.

Located on the second 
floor of the extravagant Place 
Vendôme, Dave’s Hot Chicken 
can seat 104 diners and offers 
incredibly craveable juicy and 
hand-breaded ‘Hot and Spicy’ 
chicken tenders and sliders, 
which are spiced to order, 
with crispy fries, creamy mac 
n’ cheese and house-made 
kale slaw sides. The tenders 
and sliders come in seven 
spice ranges from ‘No Spice’ 

to the ‘Reaper’ which requires 
a signed waiver for those who 
dare to try. It’s the food which 
won over Canadian rapper 
Drake and actor/producer 
Samuel L Jackson as investors.

Dave’s Hot Chicken has 
arrived in Qatar in partner-
ship with the transformative 
premium F&B operator, La-
voya Restaurant Group which 

is reshaping the GCC’s food 
and beverage landscape by 
introducing new and unique 
casual dining concepts.

Lavoya’s Co-Founder and 
CEO Walid Hajj says the tim-
ing for the new brand entry 
couldn’t be better: “We are 
super excited to bring Dave’s 
Hot Chicken to Qatar, to the 
ground-breaking Lusail City 

and the fabulous Vendome 
Mall and at a time when the 
country will be packed with 
fans visiting for the World Cup 
and the nation is in celebra-
tion mood. We’re ready to win 
over fried chicken and spice 
lovers with this unique propo-
sition and superior product 
which has a red-hot following 
around the globe. 

App launched to connect high-end 
users to luxury restaurants, hotels

LA street food sensation Dave’s Hot Chicken 
opens outlet at Lusail’s Place Vendôme Mall
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Host of world-class live entertainment and football-centric activities 
to be held at the Mall’s Centre Court to celebrate the occasion

INTEREL’s EOS is a cloud-connected single component energy manage-
ment solution.

Enjoy the sunset at the mini-pods reminiscent of the dunes at Khor Al Adaid. Executive Chef Jeremy Cheminade

Sharing dishes are placed at 
the centre of the table, enabling 
everyone to enjoy a taste of every-
thing together.

Chef Morgan Perrigaud,  
Head Chef - Jiwan

Nation
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A
mbassador of the argentine republic 
to the state of Qatar HE Guillermo Nico-
las has said that FIFa World Cup Qatar 
2022 will be the most successful ever.

 “The long road is reaching its final 
destination and the state of Qatar is getting 
ready for the biggest event in sports,” the ar-
gentine ambassador told Qatar Tribune.

“History is written in every World Cup. This 
year, the set is set for one of its biggest chapters 
so far,” he added.

The envoy continued, “Just by the fact of 
this edition being the first one to be played 
in the arab world and in a muslim country is 
enough to deserve its place in the records of the 
competition.”

The argentine ambassador expressed his 
admiration for the great achievements Qatar 
has made  in all fields preparing for the first 
arab-hosted World Cup, especially with the in-
frastructure and stadiums being available  for 
the mega event. 

“but if we only take into consideration the 
preparations Qatar has made, all the elements 
for a successful event appear to be ready,” he 
added.

“over the last decade Qatar has seen its 
landscapes transformed. The scope of works 
being done is vast. Not only the stadiums, 
which by the way are the perfect combination of 
art and engineering, but also highways, roads, 
bridges, hotels, towers, parks, malls, and other 
mega projects,” he added.

The argentine ambassador stated, “Qatar 
will not be the same by the end of the year. ar-
gentina shares the same passion for sports as 
Qatar. We know for a fact that our nationals 
will paint the streets of doha with the colours 
of our flag. and, of course, messi’s 10 no. jersey 

will be everywhere you may look.”
regarding the preparations for the mega 

event, the ambassador explained that the em-
bassy, in coordination with argentine national 
authorities and with the assistance of the Qatari 
government, is preparing a host of activities to 
guarantee consular assistance to all argentine 
citizens.

He added: “being able to provide consular 
services to our nationals when they are abroad 
is a paramount priority for our country.”

The ambassador said, “argentina is fully 
committed to support the efforts of His High-
ness the amir of state of Qatar sheikh Tamim 
bin Hamad al Thani, the work of the supreme 
Committee for delivery and Legacy, as well as 
those being carried out by other national au-
thorities.”

on the participation of the argentine na-
tional football team in the Qatar World Cup, 
the ambassador commented, “We have very 
high hopes for our national team and very high 
expectations for our performance during this 

World Cup. and that passion, that feeling, is 
what drives our people to Qatar.”

argentina is well known for its people’s love 
for football with all the achievements it gained 
in this field, especially in the World Cup past 
editions, big numbers of argentinian fans are 
coming to Qatar to celebrate this great edition.

“around 35,000 argentines will arrive in 
doha during the competition,” the ambassador 
confirmed. 

The ambassador called on all argentine 
fans coming to Qatar to respect the culture and 
traditions of Qatar, adding: “Let’s take the op-
portunity to celebrate the generosity of the Qa-
tari people.”

The ambassador described messi and mara-
dona as the greatest football players of all time.

“messi is an international figure. We have 
the privilege of having the two greatest football 

players of all time, with him alongside mara-
dona. This will be the first World Cup since the 
passing of the player who gave us the best goal 
ever scored in a World Cup, and he will be truly 
missed.” He added.

The ambassador of argentina added, “Eve-
ry four years the entire world gets together 
in one place to celebrate football. The biggest 
stars face each other and the winner gets to cel-
ebrate”.

“our country knows about this. We have 
hosted the 1978 edition and we proudly carry 
on our chest golden stars after obtaining our 
first World Cup that year and a second one in 
1986 with diego maradona at the peak of his 
game.”

“We are waiting anxiously for the FIFa 
World Cup Qatar 2022 to kick off in November 
20th,” the ambassador concluded.

Qatar 2022 World Cup will be the most  
successful ever: Argentine ambassador
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W
ITH the FIFa World Cup 
just around the corner, the 
Cultural Village Founda-
tion – Katara is decked up 
in artistic best as it awaits 

visitors from all over the globe to pro-
vide entertainment and education 
with a plethora of events.

Katara is sporting a colourful and 
vibrant look with flags of the quali-
fied nations at FIFa World Cup Qatar 
2022 adorning all its streets, corners 
and promenade. The new installations 
over the hills and colourful signages 
and paintings only add to the charm 
and atmosphere of the place for more 
excitement for football fans.

as part of its activities, Katara is 
putting the final touches to the prepa-
rations for the 12th edition of the Ka-
tara Traditional dhow Festival, which 
will start on November 19 and last un-
til the 18th of next december.

The dhow Festival will be part of 
the Katara events accompanying the 
FIFa World Cup Qatar 2022, where 
the organising committee of the fes-
tival is keen to serve as a maritime 
heritage plaque through which visitors 
from different nationalities will learn 
about the authenticity of Qatar’s au-
thentic maritime heritage.

The festival highlights the customs 
and traditions of parents and grand-
parents during fishing and diving trips 
in search of pearls, and the importance 
of preserving the cultural property and 
folk heritage rich in noble values.

as many as 32 heritage dhows from 
nine countries are participating in this 
edition of the festival, including Qa-
tar, saudi arabia, Kuwait, oman, Iraq, 
Yemen, India, Turkey and Tanzania.

The flags of the countries partici-
pating in the FIFa World Cup will be 
flying atop these sailing dhows, which 
will sail from Katara beach through the 
doha Corniche and the beach of the 
museum of Islamic art Park to reach 
doha port by  sunset during the festi-

val days.
shafei mohamed, a visitor to Ka-

tara, said, “I have visited more than 15 
countries around the world, but I have 
never found this number of cultures, 
traditions, and murals that describe 
them, in one place, but in Katara.”

mohamed praised the activities of 
the traditional dhows and the heritage 
village, which expresses the Gulf house 
and promotes the life of the ancestors 
in the past, in addition to the float-

ing cafe, 
which is 
witness-
ing a huge turnout.

The festival also includes an exhi-
bition of 50 pavilions for the partici-
pating countries to display maritime 
heritage holdings, crafts and handi-
crafts from the maritime heritage, 
maritime competitions and workshops 
for the traditional ship and bearing in-
dustries, as well as interactive events 

related to the process of loading and 
removing the dhow from the sea by 
traditional methods.

abdullah al rashdi, a supervisor of 
Katara beaches, in a recent speech had 
said that the beach is witnessing many 
events aimed at the World Cup visitors 
and the National day celebrations. He 
pointed out that the Traditional dhow 

Festival is a place where visitors see 
the mixture of the past and present at 
the same place and time.

a number of artistic murals were 
inaugurated on the facades of build-
ings, in celebration of FIFa World Cup 
Qatar 2022, and as part of its artistic 
project aimed at decorating Katara 
with murals and works by Qatari and 
international artists to promote op-
portunities for cultural and artistic 
exchange.

In this regard, Katara recently 
inaugurated a mural called “Without 
borders” by brazilian artist Kelvin 
Kubic on building 48, the mural of 
“Friends, Qatar and Cuba” on build-
ing 15 by Cuban artist michel Lopez, 
and the mural “birds Game” by 
mexican artist Eva bracamontes on 
building 16.

Katara in full  
glow to receive 
world cup fans

Ambassador of the Argentine Republic to the State 
of Qatar HE Guillermo Nicolas.

Decked up in artistic best, 
Katara sports a vibrant 
look with flags of par-
ticipating nations at FIFA 
World Cup adorning all 
its streets, corners and 
promenade. Colourful 
signages and new  
installations over the hills 
only add to the charm
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US President Joe Biden has an-
nounced that the US and the 
Association of Southeast Asian 
Nations (ASEAN) will elevate 
their diplomatic ties to a “com-
prehensive strategic partner-
ship” as Washington seeks to 
counter China’s influence in 
the region.

Speaking at the ASEAN 
summit in Phnom Penh, Biden 
confirmed the strengthened 
partnership and also said he 
had requested $850 million of 
investment for new initiatives 
to “strengthen ASEAN and 
increase connectivity across 
South-East Asia.” “ASEAN is 
at the heart of my administra-
tion’s Indo-Pacific strategy.

And we continue to 
strengthen our commitment,” 
he said.

He added that ASEAN and 
the US will work together to 
tackle the “biggest issues of our 
time,” including climate change 
and threats to the rule of law, 
while building “an Indo-Pacific 
that’s free and open, stable and 
prosperous, resilient and se-
cure.” The new initiatives in-
clude the US working together 
with ASEAN states to develop 
“an integrated electric vehicle 
ecosystem in South-East Asia” 
to help the region further de-
velop clean energy and meet 
ambitious emissions reduction 
targets.

Biden also announced the 
launch of a “US-ASEAN plat-
form for infrastructure and 

connectivity in the region.” 
Washington’s ramped-up sup-
port for the 10-member bloc 
comes amid an ongoing US-
China rivalry for influence in 
the South-East Asia region.

In 2021, China elevated its 
partnership with ASEAN to a 
similar status, while in a meet-
ing with Hun Sen on Wednes-
day, Chinese Premier Li Ke-
qiang suggested promoting the 
strategic partnership between 
the two nations to “a higher 
level,” according to a press re-
lease.

Biden’s attendance at the 
ASEAN summit has been 
dubbed as a return to normal 
US diplomacy after former US 
president Donald Trump re-
peatedly snubbed key meetings 
in the region.

In May, Biden held a sum-
mit with ASEAN leaders in 
Washington, in which an 
agreement was reached to ele-
vate diplomatic ties during the 
summit in November.

Biden is also expected to 
hold a trilateral meeting with 
Japanese Prime Minister Fu-
mio Kishida and South Korean 
President Yoon Suk Yeol on 
Sunday to discuss security is-
sues in the Indo-Pacific as well 
as North Korea’s missile and 
nuclear programmes.

ASEAN is a union of 10 
South-East Asian countries 
which promotes diplomatic co-
operation on economic, politi-
cal and security issues.

The union has an estimated 
total population of about 668 
million.

US, ASEAN elevate ties as 
Biden seeks to counter China

US President Joe Biden, with Canadian Foreign Minister Melanie Joly (second left), IMF Managing Director Kristalina Georgieva (second right) and 
Canadian Prime Minister Justin Trudeau (right), attend the East Asia Summit Gala dinner in Phnom Penh, Cambodia on Saturday. (AFP)

CAIRO: At least 19 people were killed on Saturday and six others 
injured in an accident involving a minibus loaded with passengers 
in al Mansoura, 120 kilometres north-east of Cairo, the Egyptian 
Health Ministry said.

Rescue teams saved some 17 people, the ministry said, after 
the vehicle plunged into a canal.

According to the Al Masri al Youm website, the victims became 
trapped inside the bus after it crashed into the water.

Fatal road crashes are relatively common in Egypt. They are 
often blamed on reckless driving and poor road conditions.

In recent years, Egypt has built a network of new routes, aimed 
at improving the quality of its roads. (DPA)

At least 19 killed after minibus plunges 
into canal in Egypt

News 
in brief

China sends another supply flight to new 
space station
BEIJING: China on Saturday sent another spacecraft into space 
with supplies for its new space station.

A Long March 7 rocket carrying the cargo ship Tianzhou 5 
(Heavenly Ship) lifted off from the Wenchang spaceport on the 
southern Chinese island of Hainan on Saturday and successfully 
docked to the recently completed Tiangong (Heaven’s Palace) two 
hours later, the space programme said.  The cargo flight is part of 
preparations for a historic step in the Chinese space program: the 
first crew change in space.

Three more astronauts - called taikonauts in China - are 
expected to follow by the end of the month and live with their 
colleagues Chen Dong, Liu Yang and Cai Xuzhe in the recently 
completed space station.

The current crew is scheduled to return to Earth in December. 
Tianzhou 5 is the 10th mission to build and supply the space 
station. The Tiangong space station underpins China’s ambitions 
to become a space power and to catch up with the major space 
nations, the United States and Russia. (DPA)

Family of jailed Egyptian-British 
dissident Fattah seeks pardon

Bahrain stages  
parliamentary  
elections amid  
opposition criticism

DPA 
CAIRO

THE family of a prominent 
Egyptian pro-democracy cam-
paigner has appealed to Presi-
dent Abdel-Fattah al-Sissi to 
pardon him amid international 
pressure on Cairo to free the 
jailed dissident.

Alaa Abdel-Fattah, a 
key figure in Egypt’s 2011 up-
rising, began a partial hunger 
strike in April, but then stopped 
drinking water as of Sunday, to 

coincide with the start of a glob-
al climate conference in Egypt, 
according to his family.

But Egyptian authorities 
said the 40-year-old activist, 
who is also a British citizen, is 
in good health and cast doubts 
over his strike.

Abdel-Fattah’s sister, 
Mona, said late Friday she had 
officially applied for presiden-
tial clemency for him on hu-
manitarian grounds.

“Last June, I submitted a 
request for presidential clem-

ency for Alaa.
Today [Friday] I submit-

ted another one to reaffirm my 
full dedication to any legal path 
that would help in resolving my 
brother’s issue, and have him 
safely reunited with his son,” 
Mona said on Twitter.

According to a copy she 
posted of the request, the activ-
ist’s child is autistic and needs 
his care.

So far, there has been no of-
ficial comment.

Abdel-Fattah was sen-

tenced in December to five 
years in prison on charges of 
spreading fake news, an accu-
sation that his family dismisses 
as politically motivated.

Several Western leaders 
including US President Joe 
Biden and British Prime Min-
ister Rishi Sunak have called 
on Egypt to release him amid 
warnings that his life is at risk.

Egypt’s rights record under 
al-Sissi has drawn international 
criticism amid a crackdown on 
dissidents.

DPA 
MANAMA

BAHRAINIS headed to the 
polls on Saturday for parlia-
mentary elections, ones wide-
ly criticized by human rights 
groups.

Polling stations opened at 
8am (0500 GMT).

More than 340,000 voters 
were registered to vote to elect 
40 members of the House of 
Representatives. The deputies 
of the second chamber, the 
Shura Council, are appointed 
by the king.

The parliament in the 
kingdom has only an advisory 
role.

However the parliamen-
tary and local elections in the 
Gulf state were overshadowed 
by a hacker attack on govern-
ment websites. Among other 
things, the website of Par-
liament and the BNA news 
agency were affected late on 
Friday.

The Interior Ministry said 
websites had been attacked to 
obstruct elections and spread 
negative news. It was initially 
unclear who was responsible 
for the hacker attack.

A previously unknown 
group called Al-Toufan (The 
Flood) said in a social media 
statement that the attack was 
a response to the attempts of 

the “ruling regime” to violate 
the rights of the people.

The authenticity of the 
statement could not be veri-
fied independently.

A Sunni dynasty rules the 
small Gulf state, but the ma-
jority of the population belong 
to the Shia branch of Islam. 
The sectarian split has caused 
tensions and complaints of 
discrimination in the past.

Amnesty International 
said in a statement earlier 
this week that Bahrain’s par-
liamentary elections are be-
ing held in an environment of 
“political repression.” 

“Over the past 11 years, 
the Bahraini authorities have 
crushed all forms of dissent 
and severely clamped down 
on the rights to freedom of 
expression, peaceful assembly 
and association,” said Amna 
Guellali, Amnesty Internation-
al’s deputy regional director.

World

Ex-India PM Rajiv Gandhi’s killers released from jail
AGENCIES 

THE last co-conspirators jailed 
for the 1991 assassination of 
former Indian Prime Minister 
Rajiv Gandhi have walked out 
of prison, a day after the coun-
try’s Supreme Court ordered 
their release.

Gandhi, 46, was killed by a 
woman suicide bomber at an 
election rally in the southern 
Indian state of Tamil Nadu 
in a plot by the Liberation Ti-
gers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE), 
a Sri Lankan armed separatist 
group.

India’s apex court allowed 
the release of the six convicts, 
citing their “satisfactory con-
duct” in prison and the fact 
that they had already served 
more than three decades be-
hind bars.

Three of the six – Nalini 
Sriharan, her husband Mu-
rugan, and Santhan – walked 
out of two prisons in Vellore 
on Saturday, about 140km (87 
miles) from the regional capi-
tal Chennai, according to an 
AFP journalist at the scene.

“It’s a new life with my 
husband and daughter. I thank 
Tamils for supporting me for 
more than 30 years. I thank 
both the state and central gov-
ernments,” Sriharan told the 
NDTV channel after her re-
lease.

Local media said the others 
– Robert Pais, Jaikumar and 
Ravichandran – walked out of 
prisons in Chennai and the city 
of Madurai in the same state.

Three of the six convicts 
released on Saturday had 
initially been condemned to 

death before their sentences 
were commuted.

Gandhi became India’s 
youngest prime minister after 
his mother and predecessor 
Indira Gandhi was assassi-
nated by her Sikh bodyguards 
in 1984.

radjiv gandhi-file pic Indi-
an Prime Minister Rajiv Gan-
dhi gives a speech, May 16, 
1991 [File: AFP] The Gandhi 
dynasty has been at the helm 
of the Congress Party, which 
dominated Indian politics for 
decades, and Rajiv’s widow 
Sonia remains the organisa-
tion’s most powerful figure, 
while their son Rahul, 52, is 
seen as the main challenger 
to Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi.

Last month, the party 
elected 80-year-old Mallikar-
jun Kharge, a former minister, 
as its first president in 24 years 
not from the Gandhi dynasty, 
in an effort to reverse its elec-
toral decline.

Rajiv’s killing was seen as 
a response to his move to send 
Indian forces to Sri Lanka 
in 1987 to disarm the Tamil 
rebels. India lost more than 
1,000 men against the well-
entrenched rebels before it 
withdrew its troops.

The Congress Party has 
condemned the court’s deci-
sion as “totally unacceptable” 

and “completely erroneous”.
“It is most unfortunate 

that the Supreme Court has 
not acted in consonance with 
the spirit of India on this is-
sue,” the party said, tweeting 
a statement by senior member 
Jairam Ramesh.

India has a significant Ta-
mil population of its own, and 
state governments in Tamil 
Nadu have repeatedly called 
for the convicts to be freed.

Earlier this year, the court 
freed AG Perarivalan, another 
convict involved in the as-
sassination who had previ-
ously faced execution, with the 
state’s current chief minister 
MK Stalin, a key Congress ally, 
hugging him after his release.

Gandhi’s son has over the 
years spoken about how he 
and his sister Priyanka had 
forgiven their father’s killers.

“We were very upset and 
hurt and for many years we 
were quite angry,” the Indian 
Express newspaper quoted 
Rahul as saying in 2018. But 
they had since forgiven them, 
he said, “in fact, completely”.

Nalini (second left), who was jailed for the assassination of former prime minister Rajiv Gandh, walks out 
from Vellore women central prison in Vellore on Saturday. (AFP)

A Sunni dynasty rules the 
small Gulf state, but the 
majority of the population 
belong to the Shia branch 
of Islam. The sectarian 
split has caused tensions 
and complaints of discrimi-
nation in the past
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AGENCIES 

TOP military commanders 
from Ethiopia and its embat-
tled Tigray region have agreed 
to allow unhindered humani-
tarian access to the region and 
form a joint disarmament com-
mittee following last week’s 
truce.

The commanders, who 
since Monday have been meet-
ing in the Kenyan capital of 
Nairobi, signed an agreement 
Saturday that they said calls for 
disengagement from all forms 
of military activities.

Both parties have agreed to 
protect civilians and facilitate 
the delivery of humanitarian 
aid to the region of more than 
5 million people, according to a 
copy of the agreement seen by 
The Associated Press.

The agreement states that 
disarmament will be “done 
concurrently with the with-
drawal of foreign and non-
(Ethiopian military) forces” 
from Tigray.

The lead negotiator for 
Ethiopia, Redwan Hussein, 
told the AP that Saturday’s 
signing event created a conduc-
tive environment for ongoing 
peace efforts, noting that the 
next meeting of military lead-
ers will “most likely” be held in 
Tigray in mid-December before 
a final meeting in Addis Ababa, 
the Ethiopian capital, in Janu-
ary.

In a separate statement late 
Saturday, Ethiopia’s federal au-
thorities said that “efforts are 
being made to deliver humani-
tarian assistance to most of 
the Tigray region which is un-
der (Ethiopian military) com-
mand.” Africa Ethiopia hosts 
UN internet meeting after cut-
ting off Tigray Kenya sends 

1st batch of troops to rebel-hit 
eastern Congo UN climate talks 
near halftime with key issues 
unresolved Hundreds protest 
at UN summit, German gov’t 
voices concerns That state-
ment noted that representa-
tives of Ethiopian and Tigrayan 
militaries meeting in Kenya 
discussed “detailed plans for 
disarmament” of Tigray forces, 
including an agreement on the 
entry of Ethiopian forces into 
the Tigrayan capital of Mekele.

The African Union-led talks 
in Nairobi followed the cessa-
tion of hostilities agreement 
signed by Ethiopia and Tigray 
leaders in South Africa last 
week.

Former Nigerian President 
Olusegun Obasanjo, who is 
helping to facilitate the talks, 

said Saturday that “humanitar-
ian aid should have resumed 
like yesterday.” Former Kenyan 
president Uhuru Kenyatta, who 
is also involved in the talks, 
thanked the commanders for 
their commitment to peace.

The Tigray conflict began 
in November 2020, less than 
a year after Ethiopian Prime 
Minister Abiy Ahmed was 
awarded the Nobel Peace Prize 
for making peace with Eritrea, 
which borders the Tigray re-
gion and whose fighters have 
been fighting alongside Ethio-
pian federal troops in Tigray.

Eritrea is not explicitly 
mentioned in the peace papers, 
and a diplomat who attended 
the talks in Nairobi said the 
issue of Eritrea was a sticking 
point this week.

The brutal fighting in Ti-
gray, which spilled into Am-
hara and Afar regions as Ti-
grayan forces tried to break 
the military blockade of their 
region, reignited in August af-
ter months of lull that allowed 
thousands of trucks carrying 
humanitarian aid into Tigray.

The war in Africa’s second-
most populous country, which 
marked two years on Nov. 4, 
has seen abuses documented 
on both sides, with millions 
of people displaced and many 
near famine.

Phone and internet connec-
tions to Tigray are still down, 
and foreign journalists and hu-
man rights researchers remain 
barred, complicating efforts to 
verify reports of ongoing vio-
lence in the region.

Ethiopia and Tigray  
military leaders agree 
on peace roadmap

Chief of staff of the Ethiopian Armed Forces and Field Marshal Berhanu Jula (left) shakes hands with 
Commander-in-chief of the Tigray rebel forces General Tadesse Worede (right) as, former Nigeria’s President 
Olusegun Obasanjo (centre left) and former Kenya’s President Uhuru Kenyatta (centre right) applaud in  
Nairobi on Saturday. (AFP)

BERLIN: Four people died in a violent crime in southern Germany 
on Friday, police said.

Four people were found dead in the town of Weilheim, some 
50 kilometres south-west of Munich, among them was the al-
leged perpetrator, a police spokesperson said.

Police said that, based on initial investigations, they believed 
that a 59-year-old man fatally injured two 57-year-old women and 
a 60-year-old man and then fatally injured himself.

The 60-year-old man was found dead in the garden of an 
apartment building on Friday afternoon. About two hours later 
the alleged perpetrator was found dead on a park bench.

Finally, the two women were found in the 59-year-old’s prop-
erty. According to police they sustained “massive injuries.”. (DPA)

Four dead in violent crime near Munich

News 
in brief

Nearly 8 tonnes of cocaine uncovered in 
banana shipment to Belgium

BRUSSELS: Nearly 8 tonnes of cocaine worth more than 200 
million euros ($207 million) was discovered being smuggled 
in a shipment of bananas from Ecuador at the Belgian port of 
Antwerp, authorities said.

On October 20, 7.9 tonnes of the drug were found in a 
container at the port, triggering a joint investigation by Belgian 
and Dutch law enforcement, which led to the arrest last week of 
four suspects near Amsterdam, police in the Netherlands said 
late Friday. Dutch police said they were able to track down the 
suspects by following the container in question to a warehouse 
in Emmeloord, Netherlands, after it was collected at the port.

The four suspects have been remanded in custody.
Also last week, a man from Eindhoven, Netherlands, was ar-

rested while trying to bring 600 kilos of cocaine from the port of 
Antwerp to the Netherlands. The drugs had been in a container 
that had arrived from Colombia, according to police.

Belgian and Dutch police have been joining forces to combat 
large-scale drug smuggling through the port of Antwerp to the 
Netherlands. They are also cooperating with customs and tax 
authorities. (DPA)

Iranian who inspired Hollywood movie 
“The Terminal” dies at Paris airport

AN Iranian man who lived for 18 years in Paris’ Charles de 
Gaulle Airport and inspired the Steven Spielberg film “The Termi-
nal” died Saturday in the airport, officials said.

Merhan Karimi Nasseri died after a heart attack in the air-
port’s Terminal 2F around midday, according an official with the 
Paris airport authority. Police and a medical team treated him 
but were not able to save him, the official said. The official was 
not authorized to be publicly named.

Karimi Nasseri, believed to have been born in 1945, lived 
in the airport’s Terminal 1 from 1988 until 2006, first in legal 
limbo because he lacked residency papers and later by choice, 
according to French media reports. 

He had been living in the airport again in recent weeks, the 
airport official said.

His saga inspired “The Terminal” starring Tom Hanks, and a 
French film. (AGENCIES)

Activists push for reparations  
at COP27 climate summit

2 buildings collapse in French city Lille

British Tories deny top member  
Dominic Raab created ‘culture of fear’

DPA 
SHARM EL-SHEIKH 

HUNDREDS of activists 
marched on the UN Climate 
Change Conference in the 
Egyptian town of Sharm El-
Sheikh on Saturday, demand-
ing reparations for damage 
caused by climate change in 
poor regions.

In a significant step, dele-
gates of the conference, known 
as COP27, agreed last week 
to place the contentious is-
sue of loss and damage fund-
ing on the agenda for the first 
time. Developing countries 

had long pressed for the crea-
tion of a financial mechanism 
for addressing climate-induced 
harms in poor countries.  But 
several developed countries, in-
cluding the US and Britain, are 
blocking progress at COP27 
on creating a loss and damage 
facility, the international envi-
ronment group, Greenpeace, 
said on Saturday.

The blockers are “consist-
ently using delay tactics” to 
ensure that no agreement is 
reached on the issue until at 
least 2024, it added.

“All the talk of deadlines 
and complexities about loss 

and damage is just code for 
climate delay, which is disap-
pointing, but not surprising,” 
said Yeb Sano, who heads the 
Greenpeace delegation to the 
conference in Egypt.

“How to restore the trust 
lost between the global north 
and global south? Five words: 
loss and damage finance facil-
ity,” he added.

Earlier this week, UN chief 
Antonio Guterres told world 
leaders in Sharm el-Sheikh 
that getting concrete results 
on the issue is a “litmus test” 
of governments’ commitment 
to COP27 success.

DPA 
PARIS 

TWO buildings on a busy street 
collapsed in the centre of the 
northern French city of Lille 
early on Saturday, with one 
person injured and another 
missing.

The rescue operation in-
volved specialized units and 40 
emergency vehicles, the fire bri-
gade said. After hours of search-
ing, a lightly injured victim was 
pulled from from the rubble.

Another man is still unac-
counted for, the newspaper La 
Voix du Nord reported.

The collapse occurred at 
about 9:15 am (0815 GMT) on 
a street heavily frequented by 
tourists shopping throughout 

the day, especially on weekends.
Renovation work was in 

progress at one of the two ad-
joining buildings, which are 
not far from the historic main 
square, according to the La Voix 
du Nord. An adjacent hotel was 
evacuated.

Residents of the buildings 
had already been evacuated 
overnight after one young per-

son arriving in the early morn-
ing hours saw large cracks on 
the building, Mayor Martine 
Aubry said.

The judiciary has launched 
an investigation. Interior Min-
ister Gérald Darmanin thanked 
the fire brigade for their efforts 
and the student who raised the 
alarm during the night for his 
quick-witted action.

A photographer from the 
newspaper witnessed the col-
lapse while on the way to the 
editorial office. First stones fell 
away from the facade and then 
the buildings collapsed. 

The photographer was able 
to tell the rescue workers with 
certainty that nobody was in 
front of the buildings at the mo-
ment of the collapse.

DPA 
LONDON

MEMBERS of Britain’s Ruling 
Conservative, or Tory, party 
came out on Saturday in de-
fence of Dominic Raab after 
the deputy prime minister was 
accused of being “rude” and 
“aggressive” towards civil serv-
ants.

Prime Minister Rishi Su-
nak is facing further questions 
about his judgment as allega-
tions emerged about Raab’s 
behaviour during his previous 
stint as justice secretary - with 
staff reportedly offered a “route 
out” of his department when he 
was reinstated in October.

Multiple sources have al-
leged the Cabinet minister cre-
ated a “culture of fear” in the 
Ministry of Justice (MoJ), ac-
cording to the Guardian.

But some Tories have come 
to his defence, with lawmaker 
Helen Grant saying she wit-
nessed a “very decent” minister 
with “high professional stand-
ards” when the pair came into 
contact during Raab’s tenure as 
foreign secretary.

Grant, who said she worked 
with Raab last year in her ca-
pacity as the special envoy for 
girls’ global education, insisted 
Raab had “zero tolerance for 
bullying.” 

Fellow Conservative Eddie 
Hughes also said he had never 
seen Raab be rude to anyone 
during his time in the housing 
or Brexit departments.

He tweeted: “When I got 
my first job as his PPS I was 
told Dom was demanding. 

‘He’s very hard working and 
expects others to be too’.

“I was delighted. I wanted 
to work for someone who took 
their role seriously. We got on 
great from the start. Never saw 
him be rude to anyone at MH-
CLG [the Housing Ministry] 
or DExEU [Department for 
Exiting the European Union].” 
Further allegations about Raab 
emerged late on Friday, with 
The Mirror reporting the jus-
tice secretary has acquired the 

nickname “The Incinerator” 
because he “burns through” 
staff.

The Sun, meanwhile, sug-
gested Raab had once hurled 
tomatoes from a salad across a 
room in a fit of anger - an al-
legation branded “rotten” by 
shadow minister David Lam-
my.

A spokesperson for the 
Cabinet minister said the sal-
ad claim was “nonsense.” One 
source alleged the Cabinet Of-
fice had been informed of con-
cerns about Raab’s behaviour 
when he was Brexit secretary, 
according to ITV News.

But the department said it 
had “no record of any formal 
complaints.” Insiders insisted 
the justice secretary does not 
engage in bullying of any kind, 
acknowledging he is “direct,” 
but adding he rates his team 
highly.

They rebutted any sugges-
tion he does not behave in a 
professional manner, adding 
they do not recognize the “In-
cinerator” nickname or the idea 
there has been a high turnover 
of staff working with him.
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Britain’s Prime Minister Rishi Sunak in Blackpool on Saturday. (AFP)

After delays, Danish queen finally 
celebrates 50 years on the throne

DPA 
COPENHAGEN

DANISH Queen Margrethe II’s 
public party to celebrate 50 
years on the throne finally took 
place on Saturday, after delays 
due to the pandemic and the 
death of Britain’s Queen Eliza-
beth II.

During a carriage ride from 
Amalienborg Palace through 
Copenhagen, thousands of 
Danes and tourists cheered on 
the longest-serving monarch in 
the world. 

The 82-year-old, wearing 
fuchsia pink, then pulled up to 

City Hall, where she was seen 
beaming and waving at the side 
of Mayor Sophie Hæstorp An-
dersen.

Margrethe inherited the 
Danish throne after the death 
of her father, King Frederik IX, 
on January 14, 1972. Her king-
dom includes the EU country of 
Denmark as well as Greenland 
and the small Faroe Islands.

She had intended to cel-
ebrate her 50th anniversary on 
the actual date in January, but 
then the Omicron strain of the 
coronavirus took hold.

Most of the major events 
were postponed to September.

Denmark’s Queen Margrethe II in Copenhagen on Saturday. (AFP)
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The QNB campaign brings a global celebration of football passion to-
gether with its 450 winning customers from more than 35 nationalities.

QnB concludes 
‘Be on the winning 
team’ campaign

Tribune news neTwork
Doha

QNB Group, the largest financial institution 
in the Middle East and Africa, celebrated 
the football excitement by showcasing its 
official FIFA World Cup 2022 TVC to a large 
crowd of football fans at the Boulevard, in 
Saudi Arabia’s capital city of Riyadh.

QNB surprised the crowd at the boule-
vard by screening its Official World Cup 
TVC. Featuring both QNB brand ambassa-
dors, Khaby Lame, the famous Tiktok sen-
sation, and Neymar Jr, the international 

football star, the TVC is all about the Bank’s 
“Dream Bigger “concept and essence of the 
FIFA World Cup 2022, a concept that is 
built on achieving the impossible through 
determination, ambition and hard work.

Amid the excitement of the crowd, 
QNB also held a musical performance by 
a traditional Qatari band, sharing a mu-
tual Gulf music taste and culture with the 
crowd. The events biggest joy occurred 
when QNB also organizing a draw for the 
audience for a chance to win FIFA World 
Cup 2022 match tickets.

This event comes as part of the Group’s 

various initiatives held across the region, 
aimed at celebrating the once in a lifetime 
and sharing the football excitement with 
various football fans, especially as the kick-
off is getting closer.

It’s worth mentioning that Riyadh’s 
Boulevard is a popular spot famous for its 
several landmark attractions like Square 
sub-zone, a replica of New York’s Times 
Square. QNB Group, currently ranked as 
the most valuable bank brand in the Mid-
dle East and Africa, is proud to be the Of-
ficial Middle East and Africa Supporter of 
the FIFA World Cup 2022.

Qnb extends FIFa WC
celebrations to riyadh

Tribune news neTwork
Doha

QNB Group, the largest finan-
cial institution in the Middle 
East and Africa and the Official 
Middle East and Africa Sup-
porter of the FIFA World Cup 
2022, announced the winners 
of the final draw of its “Be on 
the winning team” campaign.

QNB is the only bank in the 
world offering its customers 
1000 match tickets, to experi-
ence a once-in-a-lifetime op-
portunity of attending the most 
anticipated FIFA World Cup 
Qatar 2022 held for the first 
time in the Middle East.

The campaign brings a 
global celebration of football 
passion together with its 450 
winning customers from more 
than 35 nationalities, cheering 
for their favourite team and 
making the tournament a suc-

cess that will be remembered 
for generations.

Running under the theme 
of “Be on the winning team”, 
QNB is the only bank in the 
world to have launched an ex-
clusive campaign for existing 
and new customers, to benefit 
from a wide range of banking 
products such as personal and 
vehicle loans, opening accounts 
and fast international digital 
money transfers or increasing 
their deposits balances.

QNB General Manager 
Group Retail Banking Adel Ali 
Al Malki said, “QNB is privi-
leged to exclusively take 1000 
of its loyal customers to the 
World Cup stadiums to live 
the excitement and passion of 
football. This campaign was 
launched to celebrate the big-
gest event of the year and to ex-
ceed the customers’ aspirations 
for this authentic experience.’’

QNB surprised the crowd at the Riyadh’s boulevard by screening its Official World Cup TVC featuring both QNB brand ambassadors, Khaby Lame, the 
famous Tiktok sensation, and Neymar Jr, the international football star.

Plan your trips and your 
meetings – enjoy it all

Play it right! Visit
Qatar2022.qa/transport 

QDB launches rowad 
Qatar 2022 in new format 
featuring digital platform

Tribune news neTwork
Doha

IN its endeavours to enrich 
and enhance the national busi-
ness ecosystem, Qatar Devel-
opment Bank (QDB) on Sat-
urday announced the launch 
of the ‘ROWAD Qatar 2022’ 
digital platform for the Qatar 
Entrepreneurship Conference.

In line with QDB’s digital 
transformation efforts, and for 
the first time in Qatar, the con-
ference will be delivered virtu-
ally on the all-new video-on-
demand platform, coinciding 
with the state’s hosting of the 
largest sporting event this year.

Held under the theme 
‘Beyond 2022: Qatar’s Next 
Frontier’, the digital plat-
form of ROWAD Qatar 2022 
will provide specialized pre-
recorded educational con-
tent, alongside a rich digital 
library that includes a vari-
ety of workshops and training 
sessions on the most relevant 
entrepreneurial and business 
domains.

The 8th edition of the Qa-
tar Entrepreneurship Confer-
ence ‘ROWAD Qatar’ coin-
cides this year with the 15th 
anniversary of launching the 
Global Entrepreneurship 

Week (GEW), of which the 
conference is a part.

Moreover, ROWAD Qatar 
2022 features several national 
and international partners, as 
well as key sponsors includ-
ing QNB, the largest finan-
cial institution in the Middle 
East and Africa, as the Stra-
tegic Sponsor, Qatar Finan-
cial Center as the Platinum 
Sponsor, Qatar Finance and 
Business Academy and Qatar 
Free Zones Authority as Gold 
Sponsors, and Ooredoo as the 
Telecom Sponsor.  

The digital platform pro-
motes the culture of entrepre-
neurship and underscores the 
importance of strengthening 
and diversifying the local pri-
vate sector. ROWAD Qatar 
is a celebration of Qatari en-
trepreneurial milestones and 
achievements, both locally 
and globally. Hence, it encour-
ages entrepreneurs, startups, 
and SMEs to hone their en-
trepreneurial knowledge and 
capabilities, as well as transfer 
them to other players in the 
entrepreneurial ecosystem. 
It also celebrates the culture 
of entrepreneurship, creativ-
ity, and innovation, advancing 
them on a national level

On launching the digital 

platform, QDB Acting CEO 
Abdulrahman Hesham Al So-
waidi encouraged all entre-
preneurs to capitalize on the 
platform’s rich content, which 
is accessible to all through the 
dedicated website.

He said, “We look forward 
to boosting access to the State 
of Qatar’s entrepreneurship 
community through the new 
ROWAD Qatar 2022 digital 
platform, especially with the 
intuitive features that it offers 
to all those interested, as well 
as the diverse content it pre-
sents, designed with all start-
ups and SMEs in mind, and 
in line with the overarching 
objective of bolstering Qatar’s 
private sector.”

The ROWAD Qatar 2022 
digital platform aims to tackle 
a number of topics pertaining 
to entrepreneurship, such as 
establishing new ventures, ac-
celerating the growth of start-
ups and elevating them to new 
heights, and matters pertain-
ing to the Fourth Industrial 
Revolution, such as embrac-
ing the next generation of ad-
vanced industries, in addition 
to Angel Investment, and how 
to raise critical funding to 
grow a business.

QNB General Manager 
Group Corporate and Institu-
tional Banking Khalid Ahmed 
Al Sada said, “We are delight-
ed to be partnering with Qa-
tar Development Bank (QDB) 
and to be a strategic sponsor 
of ROWAD Qatar 2022. Digi-
tal innovation is one of the 
most important pillars of QNB 
Group’s strategy to enhance 
its leading position in provid-
ing the latest digital banking 
services that offer growth op-
portunities for SMEs, as we 
believe that entrepreneurship 
plays a fundamental and vi-
tal role in economic develop-
ment, not only in the Qatari 
market but also in the global 
market as a whole.”

The 8th edition of the Qatar Entrepreneurship Conference ‘ROWAD Qa-
tar’ coincides this year with the 15th anniversary of launching the Global 
Entrepreneurship Week of which the conference is a part.
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Tribune news neTwork
Doha

United development Company 
(UdC), the master developer of the 
Pearl and Gewan islands, has an-
nounced its FiFA World Cup pro-
gramme, which includes events, new 
landmarks and festivities aimed at at-
tracting a large number of visitors and 
tourists during the tournament. 

the Pearl island, with its stun-
ning and serene scenery and lively 
and vibrant shopping and dining ar-
eas, houses more than 360 retailers of 
world class quality that include: shops, 
restaurants, cafes, entertainment out-
lets and various other services.

All construction works are pro-
gressing at full swing and according 
to schedule as planned, many projects 
have already been completed while 
others are ready to be official inau-
gurated soon, keeping in line with vi-
sions and promises made to fans and 
residents in becoming an ultimate fan 
destination for World Cup visitors. 

Very soon, the iconic Corinthia 
Yacht Club in Porto Arabia will join 
the list of officially inaugurated land-
marks with the announcement of its 
opening to yachting enthusiasts, yacht 
owners and, of course, Asian cuisine 
foodies with the opening of the fa-
mous Kai’s Songbird Restaurant from 
London.

Also, the official opening of Gewan 
Golf Club on Gewan island, will pro-
vide state-of-the-art spacious golfing 
facilities in an innovative entertaining 
experience for golfing enthusiasts.

the Pearl island has once again 
been transformed to accommodate 
different tastes and whims through 
these projects and countless enter-
tainment programmes that are sched-
uled for a full month (covering the 
World Cup) all over the island. 

Qanat Quartier will be adorned 
with the ‘Qarnevale Quartier’ event, 
an international masquerade-style 
festival, under the supervision of “Fes-
ti Group”, the organizer of the famous 
Venice Carnival, which will create an 
enchanting atmosphere that will in-
crease the precinct’s splendor and 
captivating beauty.

As for Medina Centrale, ‘Medin-
afest’s’ epic parades will fill the lively 
and vibrant streets complete with 
world class entertainment in all forms 
including mobile car shows that will 
be presented by a selection of artists, 
musicians, and acrobats from around 
the world.

Catering to different tastes and 
bringing them together at the same 
time, Porto Arabia will have two fes-
tive events on opposite sides of the 
beautiful marina boardwalk, the first 
with an Arabian flavor and character 
‘Arabia experience’, where a group 
of handicrafts and traditional goods 
from Qatar’s rich heritage will be dis-
played, as well as enjoyable cultural 
activities. As for the second event 
‘Porto Beat’, a modern, vibrant, and 
musical aesthetic during which lights, 
glowing structures and live dJ perfor-
mances create a captivating atmos-
phere.

A new completed landmark that 
has already attracted many visitors 
in Porto Arabia is the newly inaugu-
rated Pearl Fountain. Other amazing 
projects getting finishing touches are: 
duck Lake, Beach Centrale and the 
Pearl Photo Walk. 

the family-friendly “Beach Cen-
trale”, which is located in the middle of 
the Pearl island, has a main pool for 
adults connected to an artificial sandy 
beach, and another swimming pool 

and waterpark for kids, in addition to 
kiosks selling food and drinks, as well 
as showers and changing rooms.

Adjacent to this beach, the new 
duck Lake features a large duck pond 
where the whole family can enjoy feed-
ing the ducks and riding pedal boats, 
in addition to taking delight in vast 
green areas, two cycling and walking 
trails, as well as a beautiful 15-meter 
water fountain.

As more and more recreational 
spots and attractions are being made 
ready for visitors to enjoy during their 
visit to the Pearl island, the duck 
Lake and Beach Centrale facilities are 
expected to be the new family favorite 
hotspots. Children can engage in fun 
activities that not only contribute to 
their physical development but also 
strengthen family bonds and quality 
time on the island.

And, in order to facilitate move-
ment between different landmarks, 
projects and events, United develop-
ment Company has made available to 
residents and visitors alike a new and 
essential “Pearl Bus” service, which is 
completely free of charge, a hop- on 
hop- off system that improves conven-
ience for everyone on the island. in 
addition to this a new smart applica-
tion has been developed that includes 
all the services, information, and de-
tails a resident or tourist may need at 
their fingertips.

The Pearl Island gets ready 
to welcome the World Cup

Duck lake

Corinthia Golf Club

The Pearl Fountain

Corinthia Yacht Club

The Pearl Photo Walk

Beach Centrale

The iconic destination has lined up a string of World Cup activities as it readies new 
landmarks, offers exciting services and events to attract a large number of visitors
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Ooredoo enhances  
financial inclusion via 
MoU with SkipCash

QNA
Doha

OOredOO Money, Qatar’s first 
licensed PSP and the leading 
fintech in Qatar, has signed a 
Memorandum of Understand-
ing with SkipCash, designed to 
support Qatar National Vision 
2030 by providing state-of-the-
art digital financial services both 
to customers and merchants.

The MoU is the start of a 
long-lasting journey between 
both organizations. Multiple 
services will be introduced 
jointly to provide for the needs 

of all Ooredoo Money and Skip-
Cash users and merchants.

CCO at Ooredoo Sheikh 
Nasser bin Hamad Al Thani 
said, “This occasion sees the 
first step towards a long-lasting 
partnership between Ooredoo 
Money and SkipCash, and sig-
nals Ooredoo’s commitment to 
supporting Qatar’s home-grown 
businesses and entrepreneurs. 
Our determination to support 
Qatar in its Vision 2030 means 
we will continue to provide the 
best services to our customers 
in Qatar and build on the trust 
that people have accumulated 

in Ooredoo Money for more 
than a decade.” 

The Co-founder at SkipCash 
Mohamed Al-delaimi said, 
“This is a very exciting moment 
to join forces with the most 
well-known brand in telecom 
and financial services. This will 
help both parties to expand our 
solutions to wider business seg-
ments for higher financial inclu-
sion.” 

SkipCash is a payment solu-
tion provider engaged in mer-
chant acceptance, provision of 
value added and aggregation 
services.

Global trade is often referred to as 
a key barometer of economic ac-
tivities across countries. In fact, few 

indicators reflect the overall health of the 
global economy as well as trade data does. 
Underpinned by real cross-border transac-
tions, trade data captures the demand for 
key products as well as production factors, 
including physical consumer goods, capital 
goods, basic inputs and commodities. As a 
result, global trade data tends to be highly 
sensitive to macro conditions, moving along 
with the cycles of economic expansion and 
contraction. 

recently, after the sharp but short-lived 
collapse in activity following the onset of the 
pandemic, global trade rebounded strongly. 
According to the Central Planning Bureau of 
Netherlands for economic Policy Analysis 
(CPB NePA), global trade volumes surged by 
more than 30% since the depths of the Great 
Pandemic downturn in early 2020, far sur-
passing pre-pandemic levels and comforta-
bly reaching all-time highs. Surprisingly, this 
has been taking place even as bottlenecks 
and supply-chain constraints persisted.  

However, global trade volume data 
tends to give us a picture of the recent past 
rather than the present or incoming future. 
CPB NePA data, for example, are released 
with a delay of three months, which means 
that their recent print reflect trade volumes 
from August 2022. It is preferable to look to 
alternative data points that tend to provide 
forward looking insights, rather than back-
ward looking ones. 

In our view, leading indicators are sug-
gesting that global trade will not continue to 
grow but slow down and even contract for a 
few months. Three main points support our 
analysis.

First, high frequency data from key 
major economies (US, euro area and Japan) 
are pointing to a “global trade recession.” 
The flash Purchasing Managers’ Index (PMI) 
surveys from advanced economies printed 
consecutive months of slowdown in new 
export orders which slipped further into 
contractionary territory in October. High 
inflation is negatively affecting disposable 
income across major economies, dampen-
ing overall demand. This is in line with a 
continued deceleration of trade growth in 
early reporting Asian exporters (Japan, 
South Korea, Singapore and Taiwan). These 
countries tend to lead global trade patterns, 
as they play a key role in the supply chain of 
manufacturing activities across continents. 

Second, forward-looking investors are 
also anticipating a significant contraction. 
Indeed, investor expectations about future 
earnings of the transportation sector, a key 
leading indicator for future growth in global 
trade, is indicating a sharp contracting in 

demand for physical goods. The dow Jones 
Transportation Average, an equity index 
comprised of airlines, trucking, marine 
transportation, railroad and delivery compa-
nies, whose performance leads global ex-
ports by at least 3 months, peaked in March 
2021, declining rapidly ever since to deep 
contraction rates.  

Third, foreign exchange (FX) move-
ments are also likely to further play their 
part in depressing global trade. USd 
strength, predicated in more aggressive 
policy rate hikes and a better performing 
US economy, is a major drag to global trade 
growth. Around 40% of global trade flows 
are invoiced in USd and a stronger USd 
makes non-US imports more expensive. 
This further squeezes disposable incomes or 
even supports the substitution of imports for 
domestic products, negatively affecting trade 
volumes.   

All in all, global trade volumes are set to 
decline substantially over the next months. 
Trade reflects the overall macro-economic 
environment and is just another indicator 
of the difficult environment that has been 
prevailing in recent months.

 — By QNB Economics Team

Global trade is set to contract 
over the coming months

QNB EcoNomic commENtary

Oil prices settled higher 
last Friday but fell 
week-on-week after 

health authorities in China 
eased some of the country’s 
heavy COVId-19 curbs, rais-
ing hopes for improved eco-
nomic activity and demand 
in the world’s top crude im-
porter. 

Brent crude futures set-
tled up $2.32 at $95.99 a 
barrel, extending a 1.1% rise 
from the previous session 
but falling 2.6% on the week. 
WTI crude futures settled 
up $2.49 at $88.96 a barrel, 
climbing 0.8% in the previ-
ous session but down nearly 
4% on the week. The easing 
curbs in China include short-
ening quarantine times for 
close contacts of cases and in-
bound travelers by two days, 
as well as eliminating a pen-
alty on airlines for bringing in 
infected passengers. 

A weaker U.S. dollar also 
supported oil prices as it 
makes the commodity cheap-
er for buyers holding other 
currencies. Prices also picked 
up on Friday after milder-
than-expected U.S. inflation 
reinforced hopes that the 
Federal reserve would slow 
down rate increases, boost-
ing chances of a soft land-

ing for the world’s biggest  
economy. 

Meanwhile, Saudi Ara-
bia’s energy minister said 
OPeC+ will remain cautious 
on oil production, noting that 
members saw “uncertainties” 
in the global economy ahead 
of the bloc’s next meeting in 
december.

Asia spot prices slip 
as mild weather curbs  
demand

Asian spot liquefied natu-
ral gas (LNG) prices slipped 
last week as mild tempera-
tures and ample inventories 
in Asia and europe muted 
buying activity. The aver-
age LNG price for december 
delivery into north-east Asia 
was $26 per million British 
thermal units (mmBtu) last 
week, down $2, or 7.1%, from 
the previous week, industry 
sources estimated. 

Warm weather in Asia 
and europe continues to 
weigh on prices as seasonal 

heating demand has yet to 
pick up. Meanwhile, invento-
ries are currently high in both 
Asia and europe, and LNG 
cargoes are being floated off 
europe in anticipation of 
higher demand and prices. 

But an easing of stringent 
COVId rules in China, which 
have impacted economic ac-
tivity this year, could boost 
demand. In europe, dozens 
of LNG vessels that have been 
circling off Spain and the 
Mediterranean since October 
due to limited slots to unload 
their cargoes are likely to stay 
there in anticipation of rising 
european gas prices. 

In the U.S., front-month 
natural gas prices dropped 
36 cents, about 6%, to settle 
at $5.88 per mmBtu last Fri-
day in what has already been 
an extremely volatile week 
on forecasts for less cold and 
heating demand this week 
than previously expected.

 — By The Al-Attiyah 
Foundation

Oil posts weekly loss as  
China eases COVID curbs

WEEkly ENErgy markEt rEviEW Injaz Qatar wins 3 awards at Young 
Entrepreneurship Celebration

TribuNe News NeTwork
Doha

INJAz Qatar, a non-profit or-
ganization and a member of 
the Junior Achievement (JA) 
Worldwide, celebrated the 
16th edition of Injaz Al Arab’s 
“Young entrepreneurship Cel-
ebration” in dubai, the United 
Arab emirates.

The celebration, which 
marked a return to in-person 
events following two years of 
virtual programming, was or-
ganised in partnership with 
the Federal Youth Authority. 
It also brought to the spotlight 
the achievements of students 
who participated and won the 
National Company Program 
Competition in their respective 
countries.

The competition saw 80 
students from across 12 coun-
tries compete for awards fol-
lowing a rigorous period of 
mentorship and programming. 
This year’s teams were men-
tored by industry experts from 
across Boeing, Fedex, Master-
card, InvestCorp, the Project 
Management Institute and Citi 
Foundation, exploring in depth 
skills sessions across design 
thinking, innovation, growth 
and development, customer 
service and business strategy, 
and deepening their under-
standing on a wide spectrum of 
business concepts. 

Following the judging pro-
cess, the coveted ‘Company of 
the Year’ university prize was 
awarded to Injaz Qatar - team 
“Homey” which consists of stu-
dents Latifa Al Naimi and Ma-
ria Mina from Carnegie Mellon 
University in Qatar, and Jana 
elbanna from Qatar University. 
Homey is an application that 
connects the home business 
owners with the customers who 

want to buy from these home-
based businesses. To save peo-
ple’s time, money, and effort, 
Homey brings all the home 
businesses (i.e., food, cloth-
ing, jewellery and embroidery) 
under one platform to provide 
their services to customers who 
wants to buy them. The high 
school edition of the prize was 
awarded to “Join Me” from In-
jaz, UAe. 

Sheikha Hanadi Nasser Al 
Thani, the Chairperson of In-
jaz Qatar and Injaz Al Arab, 
said: “Congratulations to our 
high school and university stu-
dents from the State of Qatar 
for winning three awards and 
for the university team on seiz-
ing the ‘Best Company of the 
Year’ prize at JA-INJAz Al Arab 
Young entrepreneurship Cele-
bration 2022. We are extremely 
proud for reaching this stage. 
These competitions enhance 
their skills and motivate them 
to create an influential society 
in entrepreneurship. This win 
is an expression of our vision in 
empowering a promising future 
generation of leaders and entre-
preneurs in the State of Qatar. “

Akef Aqrabawi, President 
and CeO, Injaz Al Arab, said: 
“Year after year, we continue 
to see incredible innovation 

and creativity driven by today’s 
youth, and this year’s partici-
pants are no exception. We are 
proud to be celebrating the 2022 
winners of the Injaz Al-Arab 
Young entrepreneurs Competi-
tion, and to witness the contin-
ued impact of our programmes 
in empowering our future. 
Thank you to our students, vol-
unteers, partners, and judges for 
yet another successful edition of 
the Young entrepreneurs Com-
petition, and we look forward 
to what’s to come as we work 
together for the future of our 
youth and the region.”

Additional awards included 
two more prizes to Injaz Qa-
tar that was presented to team 
“Homey”, the ‘InvestCorp Value 
Creation’ Award. The ‘Boe-
ing Business Challenge’ Award 
won by team “GoForFit” that 
includes students Ubaida Al 
Aani and Fatima Marafiya from 
Michael e deBakey High School 
For Health Professions.

Launched in 2007, the Injaz 
Al-Arab Youth entrepreneur-
ship Celebration is the culmina-
tion of six months of rigorous 
experiential learning and ap-
plication for students across the 
MeNA region who have won the 
internationally acclaimed Injaz 
National Company Program. 
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Tribune news neTwork
Doha

Baladna Food Industries, a 
leading and largest dairy pro-
ducer in Qatar, has joined forc-
es with the Gulf Organisation 
for Research and development 
(GORd) to explore synergies 
aimed at enhancing Qatar’s 
food security through sustain-
able innovations. 

To this end, a memorandum 
of understanding (MoU) was 
signed on november 9, 2022, 
at the UnFCCC (COP 27) taking 
place until november 18, 2022, 
in Sharm El Sheikh, Egypt. ar-
eas of collaboration covered in 
the recent MoU include works 
on RdI activities to support 
sustainable solutions aimed at 
ensuring food security; capacity 
building through trainings and 
educational programs, and de-
carbonization initiatives aimed 
at achieving carbon mitigation. 

GORd’s Founding Chair-
man dr Yousef alhorr and 
Sustainability director at Bal-
adna Wafaa al Saffar signed 
the agreement. Speaking at 
the MoU signing ceremony, 
dr Yousef alhorr said, “as Qa-
tar continues to make major 
strides towards self-reliance in 
food security, adopting sustain-
able farming and eco-friendly 
agriculture solutions is impera-
tive for the nation’s develop-
ment. Baldana is a key player in 
strengthening Qatar’s food se-
curity, all the while initiating a 
range of climate conscious pro-
jects. Our MoU with Baladna 
aims at pursuing more research 
to reduce carbon footprint by 
developing sustainable cool-
ing technologies in agriculture 
in places like Qatar that have 
harsh climatic conditions. Our 
collaboration today provides 
an example for organizations 
across diverse sectors to ex-
plore synergies aimed at cata-
lyzing climate action.”

Speaking on behalf of Bal-
adna, Wafaa al Saffar, Envi-
ronmental, Social and Govern-
ance director, said, “Today we 
are celebrating our partnership 
with GORd. We are privileged 
to be invited at COP27 to for-
malize this collaboration, which 
we believe will be very crucial in 
strengthening Qatar’s food se-
curity and ensuring its sustain-
able development. We are very 
pleased to work with GORd 
through the years, pushing our 
mutual agenda towards a sus-
tainable future.” Giving details 
about specific projects of col-
laboration, she added, “Qatar 
has a very harsh climate which 
makes dairy farming very chal-
lenging. Through our MoU, 
Baladna and GORd will be col-
laborating on the development 
and application of GORd’s nov-
el cooling technology for clima-
tizing barns.”

at COP27, Baldna is also 
joining GORd Pavilion as 
the Eco-Champion of des-
tination Green Program – a 
multi-stakeholder initiative 
gathering organizations to 
share their success stories in 
the field of sustainability by 
showcasing them at interna-
tional platforms such as COP 
27. The idea behind GORd’s 
destination Green is to widen 
the impact of the ongoing sus-
tainability efforts by explor-
ing cross-sector synergies and 
promoting stakeholder en-
gagement beyond their field of 
business. Sharing details about 
Baladna’s engagements at 
COP27, Francis Higgins, Cor-
porate Communications di-
rector, said, “Baladna is here at 
COP27 to share its unique sto-

ry about how despite all odds 
it overcame a dire situation 
that Qatar faced with no dairy 
in the country due to blockade. 
Here in COP27’s Blue Zone 
and Green Zone, we are listen-
ing to the talks to learn how we 
can do even more to address 
climate change and achieve 
sustainable development. We 
are also here to support GORd 
as our strategic partner. We 
have a multistakeholder part-
nership whereby Baladna has 
been able to reduce its climate 
impact.”

The recent MoU between 
GORd and Baladna comes as a 
continuation of a former agree-
ment between the two entities 
where they collaborated on the 
methane abatement project 
targeting GHG reduction.

GORD, Baladna join global 
climate action at COP27

GORD, Doha Bank 
commence climate 
partnership at COP27
Tribune news neTwork

Doha

THE Gulf Organisation for 
Research and development 
(GORd) and doha Bank have 
signed a memorandum of un-
derstating (MoU) to cooper-
ate in driving change towards 
the creation of the circular 
economy through sustain-
ability initiatives in financial 
sector. 

The MoU was signed by 
dr Yousef alhorr, Found-
ing Chairman of GORd, and 
Yousef abdulla a M al-Meer, 
Head of Strategy, Marketing 
& ESG of doha Bank on no-
vember 10, 2022, in Egypt. 
The country hosted the 27th 
session of the Conference of 
the Parties (COP27) to the 
UnFCCC, where govern-
ments, nGOs, trade unions, 
businesses and stakehold-
ers with interest in climate 
change met to review and ne-
gotiate global action.

In line with Qatar na-
tional Vision and the national 
Climate Change action Plan, 
the recent MoU will facili-
tate doha Bank to boost the 
bank’s green initiatives, de-
velop framework for a robust 
sustainability strategy,  ESG 
compliance with support 
from GORd’s experience and 
expertise in the sustainability 
landscape. 

addressing the audience 
of climate experts represent-
ing leading international or-
ganizations, institutions and 
think tanks attending the 
MoU signing ceremony at 
GORd Pavilion during COP, 
dr. Yousef alhorr, Found-
ing Chairman of GORd, said, 
“The last few years have seen 
a dramatic rise in greenwash-
ing practices, which are ham-
pering the progress of envi-
ronmental initiatives led by 
genuine parties. To address 
the issue, all public listed cor-
porates in Qatar are now re-
quired to review their climate 
impact through transparent 
sustainability reporting that 
reflects the organization’s ef-

forts in environmental, so-
cial and governance aspects. 
Today, we are collaborating 
with doha Bank to establish 
a foundational framework for 
the environmental footprint 
of organizations operating 
in the financial and business 
sector.”

Yousef abdulla a M al-
Meer of doha Bank extended 
his thanks to GORd’s Found-
ing Chairman for the continu-
ity of the strategic relation-
ship between the two parties. 
“Through our ongoing strate-
gic partnership with the Gulf 
Organisation for Research 
and development, doha Bank 
is continuing its commitment 
to the environment to reduce 
our carbon footprint and sup-
port Qatar’s vision of a sus-
tainable and carbon neutral 
economy. at doha Bank, as a 
financial institution, we main-
tain sustainability in our ap-
proach to business and to all 
stakeholders as a cornerstone 
of future growth. This would 
enable us to enhance our po-
sition locally, regionally and 
internationally in developing, 
supporting and contributing 
to green and eco-friendly so-
lutions.”

The recent MoU builds on 
a range of sustainable projects 
initiated by doha Bank over 
the years. doha Bank is the 
first bank in the State of Qatar 
to sign an agreement with the 
United nations (Un) for en-
vironmental, social and insti-
tutional sustainability stand-
ards. It is also the first bank 
in the State of Qatar to launch 
green banking products such 
as the green account, green 
car loans, green real estate fa-
cilities and other services and 
products.

GORd’s partnership with 
the bank is among a number 
of alliances the organization 
formalized during the first 
week of its participation at 
COP27 where a delegation of 
climate experts from GORd 
are offering insightful pres-
entations, seminars and panel 
discussions.

Food security 
as Qatar continues to make 
major strides towards 
self-reliance in food security, 
adopting sustainable farming 
and ecofriendly agriculture 
solutions is imperative for the 
nation’s sustainable 
development. Baldana has 
remained a key player in 
strengthening Qatar’s food 
security, all the while initiating 
a range of climate conscious 
projects,says GoRD’s Founding 
Chairman Dr Yousef alhorr

Dr Yousef Alhorr, Founding Chairman of GORD, and Yousef Abdulla A 
M Al-Meer, Head of Strategy, Marketing & ESG of Doha Bank, shake 
hands after signing the MoU.

GORD’s Founding Chairman Dr Yousef Alhorr and Sustainability Director at Baladna Wafaa Al Saffar after 
signing the agreement.

New, fully electric Volvo EX90: the start of a new era for Volvo Cars
Tribune news neTwork

Doha

a true seven-seater, all-electric 
SUV that further raises stand-
ards in safety and a more sus-
tainable lifestyle: the new Volvo 
EX90 represents the start of 
a new era for the company in 
which it sets a decisive course 
for a fully electric future.

Starting with the Volvo 
EX90, the company will reveal 
one new fully electric car each 
year. By 2030, it aims to sell 
only fully electric cars, one of 
the most ambitious electrifica-
tion blueprints in the automo-
tive industry and crucial to its 
ambition to be a climate-neutral 
company by 2040.

“We revealed our new fully 
electric flagship SUV to the 
world in downtown Stockholm 
today, reflecting our Swedish 
roots. at the same time, reflect-
ing our global footprint as a 
company, the Volvo EX90 will 
be built in the USa starting next 
year and later also in China. By 
then, we aim for those two pro-
duction facilities to be climate-
neutral,” the company said in a 
press release.

a new instant classic in 
Scandinavian design, the Volvo 
EX90 defines the principle of 
form following function. It’s a 
versatile, stylish family car with 

modern proportions, combined 
with cutting-edge technology 
in core computing, connectivity 
and electrification to optimise 
safety, efficiency and aesthetics.

 “The Volvo EX90 is a state-
ment for where we are, and 
where we are going,” said Jim 
Rowan, our chief executive. “It’s 
fully electric with a range of up 
to 600 kilometres on a single 
charge, designed to further raise 
our safety standards, the first 
Volvo car to be truly defined by 
its software and part of a wider 
ecosystem, connecting to your 
home and your other devices. 
The Volvo EX90 is the start of 
something new for Volvo Cars 
in many ways.”

 
Keeping you and your 
loved ones safe

The standard safety in the 
Volvo EX90 is also higher than 
any Volvo car before it. It’s de-
signed to understand you and 
its surroundings to help keep 
you, your loved ones and oth-
ers in traffic safe. It can also get 
smarter and safer over time, as 
it learns from new data and re-
ceives updates.

The Volvo EX90 has an in-
visible shield of safety enabled 
by our latest sensing technol-
ogy, inside and outside. State-
of-the art sensors like cameras, 
radars and lidar are connected 

to the car’s high-performance 
core computers, where nVIdIa 
dRIVE runs Volvo Cars’ in-
house software to create a real-
time, 360-degree view of the 
world.

“Our sensors don’t get tired 
or distracted. They are designed 
to respond and react when 
you’re just a fraction too late. 
Our lidar can sense the road in 
front of you, whether it’s day or 
night, also at highway speeds. It 
can see small objects hundreds 
of metres ahead, creating more 
time to inform, act and avoid. 
The sensors also contribute 
to improve the reliability and 
overall performance of our as-
sisted driving function Pilot as-
sist, with a new steering support 
while changing lanes.”

“Inside, our invisible shield 

of safety also looks out for you. 
Special sensors and cameras, 
powered by our own in-house 
developed algorithms, gauge 
eye gaze concentration. The 
technology allows the EX90 to 
understand when you’re dis-
tracted, drowsy or otherwise in-
attentive, beyond what has been 
possible in a Volvo car to date.”

It’ll alert you, first softly 
nudging, then more insistent. 
and if the unthinkable hap-
pens, and you fall asleep or are 
taken ill while driving, the Volvo 
EX90 is designed to safely stop 
and call for help.

Finally, thanks to the state-
of-the-art sensor set including 
lidar, the Volvo EX90 is the first 
Volvo that’s hardware-ready for 
unsupervised driving in the fu-
ture.

 
Technology with a  
purpose

a core system – powered 
by nVIdIa dRIVE platforms 
Xavier and Orin for safety sys-
tems and aI, Qualcomm Tech-
nologies’ Snapdragon® Cockpit 
Platforms and in-house devel-
oped software by Volvo engi-
neers – runs most of the core 
functions inside the car, from 
safety and infotainment to bat-
tery management. The end re-
sult is a more responsive and 
enjoyable experience inside the 
car.

In other words, your Volvo 
EX90 won’t be just a new car, it 
will be a highly advanced com-
puter on wheels. Even better, 
just like your smartphone or 
your laptop, the Volvo EX90 is 
designed to get better over time, 
thanks to regular over-the-air 
software updates.

By combining the state-
of-the-art computing power 
from Qualcomm Technologies 
Snapdragon’ Cockpit Platforms 
with the visualisation capabili-
ties of Unreal Engine, the 3d 
tool developed by Epic Games 
and used to power some of the 
world’s largest games, to give 
you lightning-fast computing 
power and high-quality graph-
ics on the in-car screens and 
head-up display.

a 15-inch centre screen is 
your gateway to one of the best 
infotainment systems on offer, 
with Google built in. Google 
apps and services including 
hands-free help from Google 
assistant, Google Maps naviga-
tion and more of your favourite 
apps on Google Play all come 
built in. The displays in the 
Volvo EX90 help you keep your 
eyes on the road by offering 
you the right information at the 
right time. The Volvo EX90 will 
also be compatible with wireless 
apple CarPlay.

Thanks to the standard 5G 
connection where available, it’s 
never been easier to install the 
apps you need on your home 
screen and enjoy highly in-
tuitive navigation. You can also 
stream your favourite music 
through the new, reference-
quality Bowers & Wilkins audio 
system featuring dolby atmos 
as a Volvo-first, plus head rest-
integrated speakers for immer-
sive sound.

The Volvo EX90 will also 
come with phone key technol-
ogy as standard. Your smart-
phone serves as your car key and 
automatically unlocks the car 
and starts a personal welcom-
ing sequence as you approach. 
Your personal profile will also 
be loaded automatically as you 
enter the car.

15Sunday, November 13, 2022



AFC/TNN
Kuala lumpur

Felix Sanchez, the man who 
will lead FiFA World Cup 
hosts Qatar in their debut ap-
pearance at the tournament, is 
as much a father figure as he is 
a coach to a squad the Span-
iard has shaped for well over 
a decade.

Appointed as national team 
coach in 2017 to replace Uru-
guayan Jorge Fossati, Sanchez’s 
association with football in the 
Gulf state stretches back to his 
arrival at the Aspire Academy 
in 2006 from Barcelona.

Few better understand the 
journey football in the country 
has taken since being awarded 
the hosting rights for the FiFA 
World Cup almost 12 years ago, 
having played an active role in 
steering the team towards the 
upper echelon of the Asian game.

“i think Qatar is very well 
organised in terms of sport,” 
he said during his stint as the 
country’s under-23 coach. 
“We have the Aspire Academy, 
which is one of the main keys 
to building this national team.”

“There’s a performance 
centre where we develop play-
ers and we work together with 
the QFA, with the Aspire Acad-
emy and with the clubs because 
all the nation is following the 
same target. 

“Of course the result we can 
see…which gives us the proof 
that with hard work and good 
organisation we can achieve 
good results.”

Sanchez spent seven years 
at the academy before taking 
over as Qatar’s under-19 coach 
in 2013 and, a year later, he led 
a team that featured four play-
ers of the likely FiFA World Cup 
squad to the Asian U19 Champi-
onship title in Myanmar.

 He moved on to work with 
the country’s Olympic team, 
creating a dynamic and ex-
citing side that played in the 
Asian U23 Championship (now 
AFC U23 Asian Cup) in Doha 
in 2016 and narrowly missed 
out on a place at the Olympic 
Games in Rio de Janeiro.

Sanchez was appointed na-
tional team boss a year later 
but continued to work with the 
country’s under-23 team, lead-
ing that side to the AFC U23 
Asian Cup again in China PR in 
2018 and in Thailand in 2020 
before devoting his time fully to 
the senior team.

By then he had delivered 
Qatar’s first-ever senior title 

when he steered the country to 
the AFC Asian Cup title in the 
United Arab emirates in 2019, 

a win that quietened any talk 
a more famous or experienced 
coach would take the reins for 

the FiFA World Cup.
“i am very proud to be the 

Qatar national team coach,” 

Sanchez said in the immediate 
aftermath of his side’s victory 
over Japan in the AFC Asian 
Cup final. “Today we did some-
thing that is historic, but i’m 
only thinking about today. it’s a 
great day for me, for the players 
and for the country and we’re 
going to continue working. 

“Of course it can be news, 
about this person or that per-
son, but we are focusing on 
our work. We are working and 
we have the full support of the 
QFA, the federation, the presi-
dent and everyone, so i have 
no concerns. 2022 is in three 
years and this is football and 
you don’t know what is going to 
happen in two weeks. Now, it’s 
just time to enjoy this time and 
not think about the future.”

Three years on and, with 
the start of the FiFA World 
Cup Qatar 2022 only days 
away, Sanchez remains at the 
helm, ready to lead his team 
into a new era.

Sanchez named the final 
26-member Qatar squad for 
the FiFA World Cup 2022 on 
Friday, with the announcement 
coming as the clock struck 

20:22hrs -- signifying the im-
portance and significance.

The team will be led by 
Hasan Al Haydos, who also 
guided the team to its Asian 
Cup 2019 triumph. 

With more than 160 caps, 
midfielder Haydos is the most 
experienced player, who can 
also play as a winger.

Qatar are scheduled to be 
back home on Monday from 
their training base in Spain. They 
will prepare to face ecuador in 
the opening game at the Al Byat 
Stadium on November 20.
Qatar Squad
Goalkeepers: Saad al Sheeb, me-
shaal Barsham, Yousef Hassan
Defenders: pedro miguel, 
musaab Khidir, Tarek Salman, 
Bassam al rawi, Boualem 
Khoukhi, abdelkarim Hassan, 
Homam ahmed, Jassem Gaber
Midfielders: ali asad, assim 
modibo, mohamed Waad, Salem 
al Hajri, moustafa Tarek, Karim 
Boudiaf, abdelaziz Hatim, Ismail 
mohamad
Forwards: Naif alhadhrami, 
ahmed alaaeldin, Hassan al Hay-
dos, Khalid muneer, akram afif, 
almoez ali, mohamed muntari.

Qatar coach Sanchez determined to 
take Asian champions to next level

The Qatar national football team players train during their first open training session in Doha recently. (Right) Qatar’s coach Felix Sanchez.

Son selected despite injury as Bento names South Korea squad
FIFA/AFC

Seoul

iNJUReD Son Heungmin has, 
as expected, been selected 
in Korea Republic’s 26-man 
squad for Qatar 2022.

Coach Paulo Bento has ad-
mitted, however, that it is not 
yet clear whether the Tottenham 
Hotspur star will have recovered 
sufficiently from a fracture near 
his left eye to take his place in 
the Taegeuk Warriors line-up.

“We are in contact with him 
and with Tottenham medical 
department, but we don’t have 
any information yet about the 
exact time or exact day when 
he can train with the team,” 
Bento said. 

“We need to wait and ana-
lyse this situation day by day. 
The most important is that he 
recovers as soon as possible 
and feels comfortable. Then we 
will take the final decision.”

Other interesting selections 
include lee Kangin, the highly 
regarded Mallorca midfielder 
who has not featured for the 
national team since March of 
last year. 

Bento also revealed that he 

will be taking a “27th player” in 
the shape of Suwon Bluewings’ 
striker Oh Hyungyu, with the 
21-year-old set to train with 
the team and replace any play-
er who needs to drop out with 
injury.

Spain-based lee Kang-in 
also made it into the squad, 
where he is joined by Napoli 
defender Kim Min-jae and Ger-
many based midfielders lee 
Jae-sung and Jeong Woo-young 

as well as Wolverhampton Wan-
derers’ Hwang Hee-chan.

Bento’s team will begin their 
FiFA World Cup campaign 
against Uruguay in Group H 
on November 24 before facing 
Ghana four days later and Por-
tugal on December 2. 

The Koreans are attempt-
ing to qualify for the knockout 
rounds for the first time since 
reaching the Round of 16 in 
South Africa in 2010.

South Korea squad
Goalkeepers: Kim Seunggyu (al-
Shabab), Song Bumkeun (Jeon-
buk), Jo Hyeonwoo (ulsan)
Defenders: Kim minjae (Napoli) 
Kim Younggwon (ulsan), Kwon 
Kyunwon (Gamba osaka), Cho 
Yumin (Daejeon), Kim moonhwan 
(Jeonbuk), Yoon Jonggyu (FC 

Seoul), Kim Taehwan (ulsan),  
Kim Jinsu (Jeonbuk), Hong Chul 
(Daegu)
Midfielders: Jung Wooyoung (al 
Sadd), Son Junho (Shandong 
Taishan), paik Seungho (Jeon-
buk), Hwang Inbeom (olympi-
acos), lee Jaesung (mainz)
Kwon Changhoon (Gimcheon 

Sangmu), Jeong Wooyeong 
(Freiburg), lee Kangin (mallorca)
Na Sangho (FC Seoul), Song 
minkyu (Jeonbuk)
Forwards: Son Heungmin (Tot-
tenham, Hwang Heechan (Wol-
verhampton Wanderers) 
Hwang uijo (olympiacos)
Cho Guesung (Jeonbuk).

South Korea’s footballer Son Heung-min is seen on a screen as journal-
ists look on during a press conference to announce the South Korean 
squad for FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 in Seoul on Saturday. (aFp)

South Korea’s national football team head coach Paulo Bento (C) and his staff members pose for a photo during a 
press conference to announce the South Korean squad for FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022, in Seoul on Saturday. (aFp)
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I’ll play like it’s the last (Qatar World Cup).  
I talk to my father, we always talk. I’ll play 
each game as if it were the last because you 
don’t know what will happen tomorrow. 
– Brazil star Neymar

Of course the result we can see… which 
gives us the proof that with hard work  
and good organisation we can achieve 
good results.
Qatar coach Felix Sanchez
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CHRISTIAN Eriksen has de-
scribed his comeback as “amaz-
ing” as he gears up to represent 
Denmark at the World Cup in 
Qatar.

The Manchester United 
midfielder suffered a cardiac 
arrest in June 2021 during 
his nation’s Euro 2020 match 
against Finland but, fewer than 
18 months later, is travelling to 
Qatar for the mid-season tour-
nament. It was initially unclear 
whether he would be able to 
return to football and Eriksen 
was released by Inter as he was 
unable to play competitive foot-
ball in Italy because of implant-
able cardioverter defibrillator 
rules.

A subsequent return to the 
Premier League with Brentford 
caught the eye and earned a 
transfer to Manchester United, 
while on the international stage 
the bond within the team has 
become “very tight.” “The first 
thing that I said publicly was that 
I wanted to be back and having 
a chance to be at a World Cup 
and the time that’s happened 

between then has been really 
amazing,” he told Sky Sports.

“The bond the team has is 
very tight, I mean, it’s always 
been tight but definitely after 
what happened it’s been even 
tighter. As a group, even without 
me the whole group really grew 
together, together with the coun-
try. “I remember days where 
there was no fans in stadiums 
and now it’s sold out even before 

the game has been announced. 
So, it’s just amazing to be part of 
it, the whole group is in a good 
place.

“Denmark has changed com-
pared to the last tournament 
[Euro 2020], because the last 
tournament that we went to we 
went through to the semi-finals. 
Now the pressure is on to even 
get that better than the semi-
finals at the Euros. So, I think it’s 

just go as far as possible.
“I think that’s changed com-

pared to before where before 
even the last World Cup in 2018, 
we had to go through the group 
and then we take it from there. 
But I think now we’re looking at 
trying to go as far as possible.” 
Denmark begin their World Cup 
campaign against Tunisia on No-
vember 22, then facing France 
and Australia in Group D.

Eriksen describes his incredible 
comeback as amazing

STATS PERFORM/DPA
BERLIN 

LIONEL Messi sees similari-
ties between this Argentina 
side and the one that agonis-
ingly missed out on World 
Cup glory in 2014.

Argentina will head to Qa-
tar this month looking to lift 
the trophy for the first time 
since 1986.

Former Barcelona star 
Messi, who now plays for 
Qatar-owned Paris Saint-
Germain, has said it is likely 
to be his final World Cup.

He has yet to win the big-
gest prize in international 
football, though he helped 
La Albiceleste to the Copa 
America title in 2021, finish-
ing as joint-top scorer with 
four goals.

Messi won the Golden 
Ball in 2014 after inspiring 
Argentina to the final, only 
to be left watching Germany 
celebrate following Mario 
Gotze’s extra-time winner.

But, speaking ahead of 
the 2022 competition, Messi 
appeared to suggest this Ar-

gentina squad has the unity to 
go as far as the 2014 team.

He told the Ole newspa-
per: “At the 2014 World Cup, 
we performed very well. It was 
an unforgettable experience.

“I enjoyed it a lot and 
where it became clear to me 
more than ever that the main 
and most important thing is to 
be a strong and united group.

“That ultimately leads you 
to the important goal. Today 

I feel a lot of similarities be-
tween this group and the one 
from 2014.” 

Argentina are second fa-
vourites behind rivals Brazil 
to win the 2022 World Cup.

Lionel Scaloni’s men have 
not lost since their 2-0 Copa 
America defeat to Brazil in 
the 2019 Copa America final, 
a run of 35 games unbeaten.

They begin their World 
Cup campaign against Saudi 

Arabia on November 22, be-
fore facing Mexico and Po-

land in their other Group C 
matches.

Argentina Squad

Goalkeepers: Emiliano Martin-
ez (Aston Villa), Franco Armani 
(River Plate) and Geronimo Rulli 
(Villarreal)
Defenders: Gonzalo Montiel 
(Sevilla), Nahuel Molina (Atleti-
co Madrid), German Pezzella 
(Real Betis), Cristian Romero 
(Tottenham Hotspur), Nicolas 
Otamendi (Benfica), Lisandro 
Martinez (Manchester United), 
Juan Foyth (Villarreal), Nicolas 
Tagliafico (Olympique Lyonnais), 
Marcos Acuna (Sevilla)
Midfielders: Leandro Paredes 
(Juventus), Guido Rodriguez 
(Real Betis), Enzo Fernandez 
(Benfica), Rodrigo De Paul 
(Atletico Madrid), Exequiel 
Palacios (Bayer Leverkusen), 
Alejandro Gomez (Sevilla), 
Alexis Mac Allister (Brighton & 
Hove Albion)
Forwards: Paulo Dybala (AS 
Roma), Lionel Messi (Paris 
St Germain), Angel Di Maria 
(Juventus), Nicolas Gonzalez 
(Fiorentina), Joaquin Correa 
(Inter Milan), Lautaro Martinez 
(Inter Milan), Julian Alvarez 
(Manchester City).

Messi sees parallels among Argentina 
current squad and united 2014 team
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MIDFIELDER Salman Al Faraj 
will lead Saudi Arabia’s FIFA 
World Cup Qatar 2022 campaign 
after shaking off a shoulder injury. 

The Al Hilal SFC star, who 
captains Saudi Arabia, suffered 
the injury in a friendly against 
Iceland last week. 

Saudi Arabia head coach 
Herve Renard had expressed 
worry earlier this week on Al 
Faraj’s fitness and his inclu-
sion will be a huge boost for the 
West Asian side preparing for 
their sixth appearance at the 
FIFA World Cup. There were 
no major surprises named in 
the squad with Salem Al Daw-
sari and the exciting Firas Al 
Buraikan to power their push.

Saudi Arabia, who are in 
Group C, open their campaign 
against Argentina on Novem-
ber 22 with Poland (November 
26) and Mexico (November 
30) to follow.

Saudi Arabia Squad:
Goalkeepers: Mohamed Al 
Owais (Al Hilal), Nawaf Al Aqidi 
(Al Nassr), Mohamed Al Yami (Al 
Ahly).
Defenders: Yasser Al-Shahrani 
(Al Hilal), Ali Al Bulaihi (Al Hilal), 
Abdulelah Al Amri (Al Nassr), Ab-
dullah Madu (Al Nassr), Hassan 
Tambakti (Al Shabab), Sultan Al-
Ghanam (Al Nassr), Mohammed 
Al Breik (Al Hilal), Saud Abdulha-
mid (Al Hilal).
Midfielders: Salman Al Faraj (Al 
Hilal), Riyadh Sharahili (Abha), 
Ali Al Hassan (Al Nassr), Mo-
hamed Kanno (Al Hilal), Abdule-
lah Al Malki (Al Hilal), Sami Al 
Najei (Al Nassr), Abdullah Otayf 
(Al Hilal), Nasser Al-Dawsari (Al 
Hilal), Abdulrahman Al Aboud 
(Ittihad), Salem Al Dawsari 
(Al-Hilal), Hattan Bahebri (Al 
Shabab).
Forwards: Fahad Al Muwallad (Al 
Shabab), Haitham Asiri (Al Ahly), 
Saleh Al-Shehri (Al Hilal) Firas 
Al-Buraikan (Al Fateh).

Saudi Arabia receive  
Al Faraj boost as  

Renard names squad

Manchester United’s and Denmark midfielder Christian Eriksen.

England’s Maddison fit for World Cup  
Qatar 2022 after knee injury scare
PA MEDIA/DPA

LONDON

LEICESTER boss Brendan 
Rodgers has given his assur-
ances that James Maddison 
will be fit for the World Cup.

England appeared to have 
been dealt another injury blow 
when the Foxes midfielder 
limped out of his side’s 2-0 
Premier League win at West 
Ham on Saturday, having 
gone down holding his lower 
leg.

But Rodgers told the BBC 
after the match that Maddi-
son will be fit for Qatar 2022, 
which starts a week on Sun-
day.

“He’s fine,” Rodgers said. 
“It was just precautionary, a 
little soreness on the side of 
the knee. He hasn’t trained a 
lot this week. He’s OK.” Mad-
dison was rewarded for his 
impressive form for the Foxes 
this season by being named in 
Gareth Southgate’s 26-man 
squad on Thursday.

Another England mid-
fielder, Liverpool’s Jordan 
Henderson, was left out of his 
side’s 3-1 home win against 
Southampton due to personal 
reasons and England boss Ga-

reth Southgate will be hoping 
for good news on the duo this 
week.

Southgate is already with-
out key defenders Reece 
James and Ben Chilwell, while 
striker Dominic Calvert-Lewin 
- who is not in the squad but 
could have been a back-up - is 
waiting to learn the full extent 

of a hamstring injury sus-
tained in last weekend’s defeat 
to Leicester.

Manchester City pair Kyle 
Walker and Kalvin Phillips, 
both integral to the Three Li-
ons’ success at Euro 2020, 
were both included in South-
gate’s squad despite doubts 
over their respective recover-

ies from groin and shoulder 
surgeries.

Defender Walker has been 
sidelined since October, while 
midfielder Phillips has made 
only one late substitute’s 
appearance for City in the 
Premier League this season 
following his transfer from 
Leeds.

Leicester City and England international James Maddison suffers an injury during a Premier League match.

Argentina’s Lionel Messi celebrates his goal during an international 
friendly match against Jamaica at Red Bull Arena in Harrison, New 
Jersey. Argentina captain Lionel Messi leads the 26-man squad for 
the Qatar 2022 World Cup, which includes Angel Di Maria and Paulo 
Dybala, both recovered from injuries. (AFP)

A woman passes by a mural by the artist Maxi Bagnasco depicting 
Argentine football stars Lionel Messi (left) and Diego Maradona (right) 
in Buenos Aires, Argentina, on Saturday. (AFP)

Saudi Arabia’s Salem Al Dawsari (L) vies for the ball with Panama’s 
Alfredo Stephens, during a friendly football match at the Al Nahyan 
Stadium in  Abu Dhabi on Thursday. (AFP)

Brentford defeat Manchester City 
2-1 thanks to a brace from Toney

STATS PERFORM/DPA
LONDON

IVAN Toney responded to 
missing out on England’s 
World Cup squad by firing 
Brentford to a stunning 2-1 vic-
tory over Manchester City at 
the Etihad Stadium, preventing 
the champions from going top 
of the Premier League.

Brentford went ahead after 
16 minutes when Toney head-
ed beyond Ederson, but City 
levelled through Phil Foden’s 
brilliant half-volley after a long 
spell of pressure.

However, Pep Guardiola’s 
men struggled to break down 
the stubborn Bees in a stop-

start second half, and Toney 
finished off a fine Brentford 
break by tapping in a dramatic 
winner eight minutes into stop-
page time.

The result saw City sign 
off for the World Cup break 
in frustrating fashion, leaving 
them behind leaders Arsenal.

City were indebted to Eder-
son for making two fine saves 
to deny Bryan Mbeumo and 
Toney early on, but Brentford 
took a surprise lead at the third 
attempt.

David Raya launched a deep 
free-kick towards the City area, 
where Ben Mee’s flick-on was 
nodded home by Toney, stun-
ning the Etihad into silence.



Uruguay camp in UAE as they prepare  
for FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022

QNA
Montevideo

The Uruguayan Football As-
sociation announced that the 
team will hold a final prepara-
tory camp in the emirati capital 
Abu Dhabi for a week, during 
which the technical staff will 

attend to their preparations for 
FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 
finals beginning November 20.

In a statement on Saturday, 
the Uruguayan football federa-
tion said that the coach of the 
national team Diego Alonso 
has chosen his final list of play-
ers and they are headed to the 

emirates for the final condi-
tioning before traveling to Qa-
tar on November 19th.

The Uruguay team will 
open their World Cup cam-
paign by meeting South Korea 
in Group h on November 24. 
Portugal and Ghana are the 
other teams in the group.

The Uruguayan federation 
confirmed its full confidence in 
the vision of coach Alonso and 
the group of players led by Luis 
Suarez, edinson Cavani, Fed-
erico Valverde and Nunez, for a 
good participation of the nation-
al team in the FIFA World Cup 
for the 14th time in their history.

Qatar edged Syria 
6-5 on penalties on 
Saturday to enter 
the final of the West 
Asia U23 Football 
Championship for 
the first time in Jed-
dah, Saudi Arabia. 
The scores were 
locked at 1-1 after 
the regulation time 
in the semi-final 
encounter.

Qatar U-23 team makes  
West Asia U23 C’ship final 
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IT’S no secret that Mexico’s na-
tional team is one of the most 
well-supported in the world. 

In fact, el Tri fans have argu-
ably been among the best for the 
last three World Cups, and ahead 
of Qatar 2022, supporters in Qa-
tar have vowed that all three of 
their Group Stage games will es-
sentially be home games.

With seven days until the 
start of the World Cup and 
nine days until their first game 
against Poland on November 
22nd, Mexican fans gathered 
at Katara Cultural Village on 
Saturday, including the coun-
try’s ambassador to Qatar, 
he Ambassador of the United 
Mexican States Jose Guillermo 
Ordorica Robles. 

Mexico has long been a 
World Cup fixture, and their 
fans have consistently been 
among the most joyful and col-
ourful in the tournament’s re-
cent history. The envoy stated 
that the reference would be re-
inforced in Qatar.

“This is the first expression 
of the Mexican fans’ enthusi-
astic presence, and this is one 
of the first groups of fans to ar-
rive here. Mexican fans have 
always been among the most 
enthusiastic fans in stadiums 
during every World Cup, and I 
am sure we will create a similar 
atmosphere in Qatar,” Ambas-
sador Jose Guillermo Ordorica 
Robles said.

Asked about the expected 
number of fans from Mexico and 
around the world, he said: “There 
are different numbers expected if 
you go to the less bracket maybe 
50,000 and if you go up it will be 
about 90,000.”

Speaking of the Mexican 
centre in Qatar, which will act 
as an extension of the embas-
sy, providing information and 
consular assistance, among 
other services, to Mexican foot-
ball fans during the country’s 
hosting of the FIFA World Cup 
in 2022, he said: “The centre 
is part of the Mexican govern-
ment’s important strategy to 
provide information, support, 
and company to all people who 
may require assistance. This is 
the result of a very important 
strategy that spans several ar-
eas of the Mexican government 
in accordance with the instruc-
tions of Mexico’s President and 
Foreign Secretary.”

A hundred fans sang and 
danced with their drums at the 
gathering, including Yezenia 
Navarro, Fan Leader of Mexico 
under the Supreme Committee 
for Delivery & Legacy. “I am 
very happy that the Mexican 
community has come together 
to celebrate the upcoming ar-
rival of the Mexican team to the 
World Cup. 

“At the moment, we are not 

many, but during the World 
Cup, we expect over 60,000 
fans to cheer the team like a 
home game,” she said. 

“We have a lot of activities 
planned, including a gathering 
on the 17th and Mexican party 

after on November 25tyh. We 
will have many celebrations, 
and we hope to paint Qatar 
in Mexican colours, and our 
songs will be played in many 
stadiums.”

“It’s a meet up of Mexican 

fans and it’s amazing because 
you can find diverse fans from 
all over cheering our team,” 
Mexican fan Khaoula Bencheik 
said of the gathering. Our com-
munity in Qatar is large and we 
expect a large number of people 

to cheer on our team and enjoy 
the World Cup like home.”

“I am overjoyed to see so 
many of our countrymen here 
to support our team.” We 
would drum up support for the 
team at every match here, and 

it’s special to be connected to 
so many international fans, ac-
cording to Javier Jonathan. 

“I enjoyed this meet-up, 
especially the chance to feel 
the vibe of the World Cup in 
the company of my community 
members,” said Mexican fan 
Lenin Loredo.

Naomi Mendoza, a Pana-
manian who is rooting for 

Mexico, said she is excited 
about the prospect of a World 
Cup and enjoys the vibes ema-
nating from the biggest football 
showpiece for Qatar. She went 
on to say that seeing different 
fans is part of the excitement of 
a World Cup tournament.

The Mexican football team 
will arrive two to three days be-
fore the tournament begins and 
will play three group games: 
November 21 against Poland, 
November 26 against Argen-
tina, and November 30 against 
Saudi Arabia.

Around fifty to 90,000 Mexican fans expected 
to arrive to support their team at World Cup

There are different numbers 
(of fans) expected if you go 
to the less bracket maybe 
50,000 and if you go up it 
will be about 90,000.
HE Ambassador of the United 
Mexican States to Qatar Jose 
Guillermo Ordorica Robles

Qatar-based Mexican fans gathered at Katara Cultural Village on Saturday in celebration ahead of their team’s first FIFA World Cup match against 
Poland on November 22.



QOC
Istanbul

Qatar has been awarded the 
honour of hosting the global 
gymnastics family for the 85th 
International Gymnastics Fed-
eration (FIG) Congress in 2024. 

the decision on Doha as a 
host city was taken on Saturday 
by delegates at the 84th FIG 
Congress in Istanbul, turkey, 
receiving 148 votes against 89 
votes to Croatia. 

In a presentation to del-
egates, Qatar’s bid team high-
lighted why Doha would be the 
perfect host, including its prov-
en track-record in successfully 
delivering international events, 
stunning cultural highlights and 
world-renowned hospitality. 

FIG First Vice-President 
and Qatar Gymnastics Fed-
eration (FIG) President ali 
al Hitmi said: “this is a very 
proud moment for the gym-
nastics and sports community 
in Qatar, and we are honoured 
to have been awarded this pres-
tigious gathering by our fellow 
National Federations. We are 
excited to welcome the FIG 

family to experience the friend-
liest of welcomes and all that 
Doha has to offer.

“I would like to take this 
opportunity to thank the Qa-
tar Olympic Committee under 
the leadership of H.E. Sheikh 
Joaan bin Hamad al thani 
and the QOC Secretary-Gen-
eral H.E. Jassim bin rashid 
al Buenain for their unlimited 
support to Gymnastics. I want 
also to hail the efforts of Mar-
keting and Communications 
Department, Public relations 
and International Cooperation 
Department and our team for 
their contribution to preparing 
Doha bid” al Hitmi added.

“Our work to ensure eve-
rything is in place come 2024 
starts immediately, and we will 
continue our excellent collabo-
ration with FIG to guarantee a 
productive and enjoyable stay 
in Qatar.” 

Doha has previously hosted 
a number of international gym-
nastics events, the most recent 
of which include the 2018 World 
artistic Gymnastics Champion-
ships and 2022 asian artistic 
Gymnastics Championships.

Doha chosen as host city for 85th International Gymnastics Federation Congress
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7 Days to go

The decision on Doha as a host city was taken on Saturday by delegates at the 84th FIG Congress in Istanbul, Turkey, receiving 148 votes against 
89 votes to Croatia.

England’s batting arsenal to take 
on Pakistan’s bowling firepower
AgenCies
Melbourne

aFtEr an engrossing tourna-
ment spanning 28 days, Eng-
land will lock horns with Pa-
kistan in the final of the ICC 
Men’s t20 World Cup 2022 at 
the Melbourne Cricket Ground 
(MCG) on Sunday.

England and Pakistan fol-
lowed pretty much the same 
trajectory on their way to the 
final. Both teams had little 
chance of securing a semi-final 
berth at one point, yet they 
went on a rampage towards the 
business end of the Super 12, 
and made it to the knockouts 
by finishing second in their 
respective groups. that wasn’t 
the end to their similarities, 
though, as both sides regis-
tered comprehensive victories 
in the semi-finals to book their 
place in the final.

although their paths lead-
ing to this finale have been 
pretty similar, it would be a 
mistake to think that they have 
followed and executed the same 
plans to chart their course. In 
fact, these are two teams with 
very different strengths and 
playing styles, and it’s the con-
trast between them that will be 
exciting to watch in this highly 
anticipated final.

It’s going to be a battle be-
tween England’s batting line-up 
and Pakistan’s bowling attack. 
Jos Buttler’s men bat with a 
fearless approach. they have 
players capable of wielding the 
willow right down to number 11.

Pakistan, on the other hand, 
depend on their dangerous 
bowling attack to dominate. 
they have bowlers capable of 
killing the game with the new 
ball, spinners capable of drying 
runs up in the middle overs and 
specialists capable of applying 
the choke in the death overs. In 
fact, their economy rate of 6.74 
has been the best among all 
teams in this World Cup.

But the two teams have also 
responded really well in areas 
that were considered as their 
weaker suits. 

England’s bowling attack, 
which wasn’t rated as highly as 
other teams, has stepped up re-
ally well to support their never-
ending batting arsenal. Sam 
Curran has been a revelation 

with the ball, whereas Mark 
Wood has also proved that he 
is a world-class pacer.

Buttler said he has been 
dreaming about lifting the 

Men’s t20 World Cup trophy.
Eoin Morgan led England 

to their victory in 2019 before 
retiring in June, with this tour-
nament Buttler’s first global 

event since taking over.
“It really links back to what 

you were like as a kid,” said 
Buttler. 

“the kind of things you 
would be doing in the garden 
with your brother and sister, 
pretending to lift a trophy.

“I’ve certainly had a few 
dreams about that kind of thing.

“Now to be able to have the 
opportunity to have a chance 
to live that out is incredibly 
special.”

Pak hoping for repeat  
of 1992
the final is also a repeat of the 
famous 1992 50-over World 
Cup final on the same ground, 
which Pakistan won by 22 runs.

In that tournament Paki-
stan only won one of their first 
five games before mounting a 
remarkable turnaround, urged 
by their captain Imran Khan’s 
instruction to “fight like cor-
nered tigers”.

Coincidentally, Pakistan 
met New Zealand in the semi-
final 30 years ago, the same 
opponent they swept aside on 
Wednesday in the last four.

Former batter ramiz raja, 
who was one of the 1992 playing 
squad and is now chair of the 
Pakistan Cricket Board, spoke to 
the players about the win.

“He was just reliving some 
of those stories around the ‘92 
World Cup,” said former aus-
tralia opener Matthew Hayden, 
who is part of the Pakistan 
coaching staff.

“these boys, inevitably their 
careers will be but a blink and 
they’ll be looking back on this 
tournament regardless of the 
result, saying we were in a final 
and hopefully a winning final.

“and they’ll tell these sto-
ries around campfires in their 
villages, in media conferences 
and it will be an important 
chapter of Pakistan cricket – as 
the ‘92 campaign was.”

Pakistan’s Captain Babar Azam (L) shakes hands with England’s 
Captain Jos Buttler after a press conference at the Melbourne Cricket 
Ground (MCG) in Melbourne on Saturday, on the eve of their ICC men’s 
Twenty20 World Cup 2022 cricket final. (aFP)

STAGE SET FOR ICC T20 WORLD CUP FINAL

Pakistan players Pakistan’s Shan Masood (L), Haider Ali (2nd L), Shahnawaz Dahani pose with the ICC World Cup trophy as England’s Adil Rashid 
(R) looks on during a “Meet the Fans” event at the Melbourne Cricket Ground (MCG) in Melbourne on Saturday, ahead of the ICC men’s Twenty20 
World Cup 2022 cricket final. (aFP)

Australia win 
doubles over 

Britain to reach 
Billie Jean King 

Cup final
PA MediA/dPA

london 

auStralIa beat Britain in the 
deciding doubles on Saturday 
to reach the Billie Jean King 
Cup final in Glasgow.

Playing in their first semi-
final for 41 years after thurs-
day’s remarkable whitewash of 
Spain, hosts Britain had high 
hopes of emulating Sue Barker 
and Virginia Wade, who last 
led Britain to the final in 1981.

Heather Watson lost the 
opening rubber 6-4 7-6 (3) 
to Storm Sanders but Harriet 
Dart followed up her victory 
over 13th-ranked Paula Badosa 
by upsetting ajla tomljanovic 
7-6 (3) 6-2 to take it to the wire.

Doubles duo alicia Barnett 
and Olivia Nicholls have been 
the revelation of the week for 
the hosts on their internation-
al debut but they were unable 
to conjure a third victory, los-
ing out 7-6 (1) 6-7 (5) (10-6) 
to the impressive Sanders and 
Sam Stosur.

Cheered on by the best 
crowd of the tournament at 
the Emirates arena, Barnett 
and Nicholls had their chances, 
holding two set points at 6-5 in 
the opening set after fighting 
back from a break down.

Barnett was then broken 
serving for the second set but 
they battled through a tense 
tie-break - helped by some 
shocking misses from Stosur 
- to force a first-to-10-point 
decider.

the British pair fought 
back from 3-6 down to level 
but the australians finished 
with four points in a row to 
book their spot against either 
Switzerland or the Czech re-
public on Sunday.

While defeat will sting for 
the British team, they have 
hugely out-performed expec-
tations and there should be 
optimism, especially if Emma 
raducanu can get herself on an 
even keel next season, that this 
need not be a one-off.

ForMula 1 drivers are pushing for a change in the penalty points system to prevent drivers being 
banned from races for frivolous offences, reports bbC.com. alpha tauri’s Pierre Gasly said before the sao 
Paulo Grand Prix that he was “a bit embarrassed” to be two licence points off a mandatory one-race ban. 
Mercedes driver George russell said: “the penalty does not fit the crime, especially in Pierre’s case.” the 
briton added: “the rules aren’t in the right place”. Governing body the FIa’s approach to various admin-
istrative matters has come under the spotlight this season and russell, a director of the Grand Prix driv-
ers’ association, said it had told the drivers that it was going to hold a review over the winter. “they have 
expressed that were going to have the conversation in the off-season and review all of this. there is a lot 
to review this season in many different regards, so the FIa are definitely going to have a busy off-season.” 

F1 drivers pushing for changes to the penalty points system

Williams’ Canadian driver Nicholas Latifi goes off the track during the 
second practice session at Interlagos, in Sao Paulo, Brazil, on Saturday, 
ahead of the Formula One Brazil Grand Prix. (aFP)

Australia’s Storm Sanders cele-
brates after her win in the doubles 
rubber against Britain in the Billie 
Jean King Cup semi-final in  
Glasgow on Saturday. (aFP)
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Beautiful light artwork by Kuwaiti artist unveiled on West Bay Beach

Tribune news neTwork
Doha

Another beautiful artwork 
has been unveiled in Qatar as 
part of the Qatar Museums 
(QM) plans to transform the 
nation’s landscape into a vast 

outdoor art museum experi-
ence celebrating Qatar hosting 
the FIFA World Cup 2022.

Created by Kuwaiti art-
ist Munira Al-Qadri, the latest 
light artwork is installed on 
West Bay Beach.

“Beautiful light artwork on 

West Bay Beach by Kuwaiti 
artist Munira Al-Qadri, illumi-
nating our coast and celebrat-
ing our natural environment. I 
congratulate Ashghal on devel-
oping another public beach for 
all to enjoy,” Qatar Museums 
Authority (QMA) Chairperson 

he Sheikha Al Mayassa bint 
hamad Al thani said in a tweet 
on Saturday.

Until the opening of the 
World Cup on november 20, 
2022, Qatar Museums will 
instal more than 40 new and 
commissioned public artworks 

throughout Doha and Qatar, 
in a variety of public spaces 
including parks and shopping 
areas, educational and athletic 
facilities, hamad International 
Airport and Q-rail stations, as 
well as select stadiums that will 
host the World Cup Games.

Qatar Museums is working 
with various entities across the 
city on Qatar’s public art pro-
gramme, including the hamad 
International Airport, the Su-
preme Committee of Legacy 
and Delivery and the Public 
Works Authority (Ashghal).

QF partner university staff 
develop walkable solar tiles 
for use at WC Qatar 2022

Tribune news neTwork
Doha

the upcoming FIFA World Cup Qatar 
2022 will feature a unique, innovative 
way of generating solar power, one 
that could revolutionise sustainability 
in the country moving forward. 

SUnPave, one of the winners of 
Challenge 22 – an initiative to encour-
age innovators to develop ground-
breaking solutions and technologies 
to contribute to the FIFA World Cup 
Qatar 2022 – has created solar panels 
you can walk on. 

embedded within tiles, SUnPave’s 
patented walkable class of solar panels 
will be tested out publicly for the first 
time in a dedicated area at Al thuma-
ma Stadium’s ticketing center – one of 
the eight World Cup stadiums. 

Mohammad AlGammal, co-
founder of SUnPave and a staff mem-
ber at texas A&M University at Qatar 
(tamuq)– a Qatar Foundation (QF) 
partner university – believes this is a 
huge step towards a more sustainable 
environment. 

“Conventional solar panels tend 
to take up a lot of space,” said AlGam-
mal, explaining how this – alongside 
an increase in demand for power – has 
proven to be a challenge in the past. 
“But we don’t have that problem with 
our tiles.

“More so, solar panels typically 
have to be angled a certain way to en-
sure we generate the most power from 
the sun. the novelty of our design is 
that we’ve integrated a feature that 
allows for the same amount of energy 
to be captured despite the tiles being 
placed flat on the ground or vertically 

on a wall.” 
At the stadium, SUnPave is install-

ing tiles covering an area of about 50 
square metres – roughly enough space 
needed to park four to six cars. 

“the amount of energy that can 
be generated from the tiles installed in 
this space is enough to a power a three-
bedroom apartment, including all util-
ities like air conditioning, lighting, and 
refrigerators,” said AlGammal.

the reason this solution isn’t as 
commonplace is due to the fragility 
of solar cells – they can shatter in-
stantly when tampered with. AlGam-
mal and his team worked tirelessly to 
find a way to ensure the cells would be 

unharmed when placed in tiles that 
thousands of people are expected to 
walk on. 

“our goal was to achieve some-
thing that has the same mechanical in-
tegrity as regular tiles that people walk 
on. At this point, our tiles are strong 
enough for golf carts or even firetrucks 
to pass over them in case of emergen-
cies. they also fit perfectly in other ap-
plications such as railway tracks and 
marine vessels,” he said. 

SUnPave plans to install more of 
their solar tiles across education City 
and in the rest of the country to revo-
lutionize solar power and increase effi-
ciency and sustainability in the region.

Mohammad AlGammal

Patented panels to be tested at Al Thumama Stadium’s ticketing centre

Earthna joins deliberations 
on sustainability and climate 
change at COP27 side-event

Tribune news neTwork
Doha

QAtAr Foundation representatives 
led and participated in a number of 
environment-focused sessions during 
this year’s 2022 United nations Cli-
mate Change Conference (CoP27) at 
the Qatar Pavilion, which was hosted 
by the Ministry for environment and 
Climate Change (MoeCC). 

During CoP27, which is tak-
ing place from november 6 to 18 in 
Sharm el-Sheikh, egypt, speakers 
from Qatar Foundation (QF) entities 
including the earthna Center for a 
Sustainable Future (earthna), Qatar 
environment and energy research 
Institute (QeerI), hamad Bin Khalifa 
University (hBKU), and texas A&M 
University at Qatar (tamuq), led and 
participated in discussions on a vari-
ety of topics including sustainability in 
Qatar, mechanisms for multi-sectoral 
collaboration, the role of youth in cli-
mate change negotiations, aiding de-
carbonization, the impact of climate 
change on groundwater quality, and 
how to develop circular economies in 
the tourism industry. 

Dr Gonzalo Castro de la Mata, ex-
ecutive director of earthna, reflected 
on QF’s participation at this year’s edi-
tion of CoP, saying: “Combatting and 
adapting to climate change is at the 
forefront of both Qatar’s and Qatar 
Foundation’s priorities, and organiza-
tions are working together to support 
the country’s ambitions. earthna is de-
lighted to have had the opportunity to 
represent QF, alongside our colleagues 
from hBKU, QeerI and tamuq on 
the Qatar Pavilion at perhaps the most 
important global climate change event 

this year. 
“over the past week, by coming 

together with experts from Qatar and 
beyond to exchange knowledge during 
sessions and discussions, we have been 
able to learn from each other and pro-
gress our understanding of what is ar-
guably the most pressing challenge the 
world is currently facing.” 

At a session held in the Qatar Pa-
vilion, earthna, in cooperation with 
the economist Impact, launched the 
‘Pathways to Circular tourism in the 
Middle east’ report, which examines 
challenges and solutions related to 
accelerating tourism in a sustainable 
way within the region, and highlights 
the need to adopt a circular economy 
within the industry. 

engineer Meshal M Al-Shamari, 
senior director of Strategic Initia-
tives and Stakeholder engagement 
at earthna, led the session alongside 
Phillip Cornell of economist Impact. 
reflecting on the report, engineer 
Al-Shamari said: “this report and its 
findings are an important step in un-
derstanding and alleviating the envi-
ronmental impact of tourism within 
the region. A circular tourism econo-
my will provide a framework for sus-
tainable growth by bringing together 
stakeholders from across the industry 
to implement lasting change, driven 
by a focus on behavior change, recy-
cling and regenerating resources and 
reducing waste.” 

CoP27 saw governments, academ-
ics, and experts from countries around 
the world come together to take action 
towards achieving collective climate 
goals and build on previous successes 
to pave the way to effectively tackle the 
global challenge of climate change.

Corinthia Yacht Club set to open doors on The Pearl Island
Tribune news neTwork

Doha

CorInthIA Yacht Club has 
announced its official opening 
at the Pearl Island. the new 
club offering will bring a refined 
membership experience and will 
set new standards for yachting in 
Doha and further enhancing the 
Pearl Island’s position as a pres-
tigious, international maritime 
destination. 

Corinthia Yacht Club was 
brought to Qatar in partnership 
with international hotel group, 
Corinthia hotels, and local part-
ners United Development Com-
pany (UDC), master developer 
of the Pearl and Gewan Islands. 
Corinthia’s reputation for com-
bining intelligent, modern design 
with intuitive and warm service 
aligns with UDC’s strategy of 
forging meaningful relationships 
with partners who share a mutu-
al vision to deliver a new stand-
ard of excellence in services and 
facilities at the Pearl Island. 

Commenting on the part-
nership, turki bin Mohammed 
Al Khater, UDC chairman, said: 
“Qatar has witnessed significant 
growth in tourism and hospi-
tality over the past few years. 

Driven by UDC’s vision to create 
a world leading maritime eco-
system in Qatar, this partnership 
with Corinthia hotels lays a solid 
foundation for our expansion 
plans through investments in 
vital sectors including maritime, 
tourism and hospitality.” 

For his part, Ibrahim Jassim 
Al othman, UDC’s president, 
chief executive officer and mem-
ber of the Board, said: “We are 
confident that inauguration of 
Corinthia Yacht Club, under the 
management of Corinthia ho-
tels, will deliver an exceptional 
high-end leisure experience and 
state-of-the-art facilities that will 
set a new benchmark in Doha. 
Corinthia Yacht Club will be a 

unique landmark as well as a 
prized addition to the distinctive 
facilities of the Pearl Island.”

Simon naudi, Ceo of Corin-
thia hotels, said: “Corinthia’s 
history and internationally re-
nowned reputation of distinc-
tion within the hospitality sector 
resonates with Qatar’s modern 
luxury and dedication to deliv-
ering excellence. UDC’s partner-
ship with Corinthia hotels is the 
ideal match to embed a world-
class yacht club that will further 
enhance the Pearl Island as an 
internationally recognized mari-
time destination”.

Located in Porto Arabia, the 
new 24,000-square-feet (2,232 
square metres) club provides a 

full-service marina that offers 
world-class facilities for yacht 
owners. Facilities include a cli-
mate controlled outdoor terrace, 
a members’ lounge serving high 
tea, private meeting rooms that 
offer comfort and discretion, a 
cigar lounge, a members-only 
Mediterranean restaurant, and a 
signature dining experience from 
London, KAI of Mayfair. While 
club membership is by invitation 
only, the local community and 
visitors will enjoy access to Kai’s 
Songbird restaurant.

Commenting on the launch 
of Corinthia’s yacht club, Manag-
ing Director of Corinthia Doha 
Matthew Dixon said, “With its 
breathtaking design and excep-

tional setting, Corinthia Yacht 
Club will become the ultimate 
destination for discreet meetings, 
prestigious events and unparal-
leled dining experiences.” 

the state-of-the-art design of 
Corinthia Yacht Club is wrapped 
in glass, providing members and 
guests with a 360-degree view 
of the marina, complementing 
Qatar’s reputation for innovative 
architecture, elegant design and 
consummate luxury. Corinthia 
Yacht Club’s striking exterior is 
inspired by the sails of Qatar’s 
traditional dhows, while the in-
terior boasts modern design and 
comfort. 

the partnership between 
UDC and Corinthia Yacht Club 

involves the ‘Yacht Club de Mo-
naco’, and Monaco Marina Man-
agement (M3).  Yacht Club de 
Monaco is synonymous with the 
ultimate maritime luxury lifestyle 
and is arguably the world’s capi-
tal of yachting. Its involvement 
with Corinthia Yacht Club, and 
its Mediterranean relationship 
with Qatar’s maritime traditions, 
demonstrates the level of service 
and quality of this development 
within the Middle east, offering 
luxury yacht owners all the prac-
tical facilities required delivered 
to the highest standard. 

the partnership with Yacht 
Club de Monaco will also estab-
lish Corinthia Yacht Club as a 
‘La Belle Classe Destination’, a 
designation awarded to world-
class marinas that achieve Yacht 
Club de Monaco’s exceptional 
standards in quality of facilities, 
services and safety.

Corinthia Yacht Club will be 
the first of three Corinthia brand-
ed luxury developments open-
ing over the next three years. 
Corinthia Gewan Island hotel 
will open in 2024, in partner-
ship with UDC, adjacent to the 
Pearl Island in Qatar, followed by 
Corinthia residences which will 
open in 2025.

QF member highlights climate change impact and launches 
sustainable tourism report in tie-up with Economist Impact




