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9 Days to go

Satyendra Pathak 
DOHa

Prime minister and minister of inte-
rior He Sheikh Khalid bin Khalifa bin 
Abdulaziz Al Thani inaugurated the 
newly-expanded terminal and facili-
ties of Hamad international Airport 
(HiA) on Thursday.

The new expansion, which will 
increase HiA’s annual passenger ca-
pacity from the current 40 million to 
58 million, will help the airport cater 
to the influx of FiFA World Cup 2022 
visitors to Qatar.

The Pm toured the new passenger 
terminal and was briefed on their ca-

pacities in terms of receiving incom-
ing and departing passengers, as well 
as the modern system used as part of 
the expansion.

The Pm was also briefed about the 
various facilities, equipment and re-
lated development in all operational 
processes  in order to receive travel-
lers, guests, and fans coming for the 
FiFA World Cup Qatar 2022.

The Pm was accompanied by min-
ister of Transport He Jassim Saif 
Ahmed Al Sulaiti and a number of 
senior officials.

Consisting of one expansive ter-
minal, the expansion will enable trav-
ellers to seamlessly transfer from one 

area to another, exploring the won-
ders that HiA has to offer with its in-
fused warmth and hospitality.

The airport’s expanded operations 
will greatly reduce waiting time. The 
level of security, customer service, 
and efficiency will allow passengers 
to smoothly arrive and depart the 
award-winning airport.

The magnificent expansion also 
features more than 90 brands in one 
vast shopping area, a world-class art 
collection, a refreshing environment 
with lush greenery, and a 10,000sqm 
indoor tropical garden called The Or-
chard with a 268-sqm water feature 
– designed to be a focal point for all 

travellers.
Speaking on the occasion, Qatar 

Airways Group Chief executive Akbar 
Al Baker said, “We are very pleased to 
be launching the expansion of Hamad 
international Airport, an airport that 
has truly grown to become the ulti-
mate example of a successful, sustain-
able global facility. HiA continues to 
impress with its innovative planning, 
execution, and investment enhancing 
its position as the preferred hub for 
global travellers. The opening of our 
newly expanded terminal further con-
nects the growing number of travelers 
to all corners of the world.”

Commenting on the expansion, 

HiA Chief Operating Officer engr 
Badr mohammed Al meer said, “We 
are immensely proud to officially 
launch our airport expansion. Our 
growth plan will see us welcome 
over 58 million passengers annually. 
Through the expansion, we have up-
graded our facilities and offerings, 
creating the ultimate destination for 
passengers. From world-class servic-
es to endless F&B and retail offerings, 
the expansion further strengthens our 
ambition as we look towards main-
taining our status as the best airport 
in the world.”

PM opens newly-expanded HIA terminal
The new expanded terminal will help the airport cater to the influx of FIFA World Cup 2022 visitors

PM inaugurates Hamad  
Port Visitor Center

Qna
DOHa

Prime minister and min-
ister of interior He Sheikh 
Khalid bin Khalifa bin Ab-
dulaziz Al Thani on Thursday 
inaugurated the Hamad Port 
Visitor Center.

The Pm inspected the 
various facilities of the cen-
tre, which includes the first 
aquarium in Qatar, a marine 
museum, in addition to a 
multipurpose hall equipped 
with the latest technological 
devices and interactive simu-
lators.

The Pm also launched 
the Port Community System 
(PCS) “mwanina”, which is 
an electronic platform that 
allows a smart and secure 
exchange of information be-
tween concerned persons 
and authorities related to the 
port, and contributes to the 
improvement and develop-
ment of import and devel-
opment operations, making 
them more efficient and less 
costly.

minister of Transport, 
Chairman of Qatar Ports 
management Company 
(mwani Qatar) He Jassim 
bin Saif Al Sulaiti affirmed 
the contribution of the open-
ing of the Hamad Port Visi-
tor Center to educating cur-
rent and future generations 
and introducing visitors and 
the world to the history and 
heritage of Qatar in maritime 
navigation and trade, across 

the seas over a long period of 
time.

He said the center will 
support the country’s efforts 
in preserving this historical 
heritage through its integrat-
ed facilities that embody all 
aspects of the Qatari mari-
time heritage and its devel-
opment over time, towards 
achieving the objectives of 
Qatar National Vision 2030. 
He noted  that it will also 
highlight the Hamad Port, 
the vision, resources, com-
mitment and determination 
to complete one of the largest 
and most prestigious projects 
in the country.

The center is distin-
guished by the presence of 
an aquarium for marine life, 
which includes 17 aquariums 

of different sizes, and con-
tains 80 species of fish and 
marine organisms, totalling 
3063 in all. it will also play 
an important role in dissemi-
nating marine culture and 
knowledge for visitors, as it 
contains rare fish that con-
nect them mentally with the 
Umm Al Houl environment, 
in which Hamad Port is lo-
cated in particular, and Qa-
tar’s marine environment in 
general.

The center contains the 
maritime museum, which 
tells the history of the State 
of Qatar, and displays paint-
ings of ancient ways of living 
in Qatar, in addition to the 
stories of maritime trade and 
its development through the 
ages. Page 13

Today we inau-
gurated the new 
expansion at 
Hamad Interna-
tional Airport, 
which for years 

has enjoyed an international repu-
tation in the latest addition to our 
country’s readiness to receive the 
World Cup fans. We were briefed 
on the contents of advanced global 
operating systems, halls and facilities 
that raise its capacity significantly. 
Welcome to Qatar. The new expan-
sion brings the travel experience 
through this best airport in the 
world to an unprecedented level of 
luxury, thanks to the high flow of 
traffic through it and the impressive 
recreational facilities built inside it 
such as green spaces, water bodies 
and a tropical garden, which 
makes it like a tourist facility 
in itself.

Prime Minister and Minister of Interior he Sheikh Khalid bin Khalifa 
bin Abdulaziz Al Thani inspects various facilities of the hamad Port 
Visitor Center on Thursday.  

MSC World Europa floating 
hotel to host World Cup fans
THe cruise ship MSC World europa (floating hotel) docked at Doha 
Port to offer a unique hospitality experience to the FiFa World Cup 
Qatar 2022 fans. The 22-deck ship is a modern floating hotel and 
it can accommodate 6,700 World Cup fans. it’s designed with the 
highest standards of security and safety. With 2, 626 cabins and 
40,000 sqm of public space, the ship keeps pace with the latest 
modern standards in terms of technology and environmentally 
friendly practices, and is expected to reshape the future of cruise 
ships with its experience full of versatile recreational options. it 
also features a 104m long promenade. (QNA)

MiniSTer of environment and 
Climate Change He Sheikh Dr 
Faleh bin nasser bin ahmed 
bin ali al Thani inaugurated 
on Thursday Dahl al Misfir 
Cave site in the southwest 
of Qatar, which is one of the 
most important eco-tourism 
sites to attract the public, 
after completing a detailed 
geological research that is 
considered the first of its kind 
for the site, in cooperation 
with Qatar Museums (QM) 
and exxonMobil research. 

Dahl al Misfir cave, which is 
35 m deep, is located south 
of rawdat rashid area, 40 
km from Doha. The exact age 
of the cave is unknown, but 
researchers believe that the 
period of the formation of the 
cave was less than the age of 
the surrounding rocks, which 
are estimated that it formed 
between 40 and 50 million 
years ago. Page 2

Dahl Al Misfir  
cave now  

open for public

US national team players arrive on a Qatar Airways flight at hamad 
International Airport on Thursday ahead of the Qatar 2022 FIFA 
World Cup. (AFP) Page 9

US playerS arrive iN 
doha For World CUp

See also pages 6, 13 

Qatar Post launches 
Qatar 2022 official 
match ball stamp (PG 12)  



02 Friday, November 11, 2022

Contact US: Qatar Tribune ı EDıTORıAL ı Phone: 40002222 ı ADMıNıSTRATıON & MARKETıNG ı Phone: 40002155, 40002122, Fax: 40002235  P.O. Box: 23493, Doha.

‘HMC is always prepared to
attend serious medical cases’

Tribune news neTwork
Doha

Hamad medical Corporation 
(HmC) confirmed that Emer-
gency departments of the cor-
poration are always ready and 
prepared to receive patients 
with serious emergency cases 
that need immediate medical 
intervention. 

The Emergency depart-
ments at HmC operate 24 
hours a day and provide urgent 
and emergency care for serious 
medical cases. Patients who re-
quire urgent care can visit any 
urgent care centres which are 
operated by PHCC. 

dr aftab mohammad 
Umar, deputy chairman, Cor-
porate department of Emer-
gency medicine at HmC, said 
that members of the public 
with non-emergency medical 
conditions can visit a relevant 
health facility for medical treat-
ment.

“The role of our Trauma 
and Emergency Center is to 
deliver urgent medical care for 
the most seriously injured or 
sick patients,” dr aftab said. 
“We are committed to treating 
all emergency cases who comes 
to the Trauma and Emergency 
Center, but we do prioritize the 
needs of those with the most 
critical conditions first.”

Senior Emergency Physi-
cian will be always available to 
receive any walk in patient and 
give the advice regarding the 
most appropriate health facil-
ity for the patient according to 
his condition 

dr aftab said patients with 

minor conditions, including 
the flu, backache, a mild burn 
or earache do not require visit-
ing one of HmC emergency de-
partments and they are advised 
to visit other health facilities 
operated by PHCC. 

The Primary Health Care 
Corporation (PHCC) oper-
ates eight Urgent Care Centers 
across Qatar, which operate 
24-hours a day and offer treat-
ment for non-life threaten-
ing conditions such as minor 
burns, sprains, severe head-
ache or earache, high fever, de-
hydration, mild flu-like symp-
toms, sprains and dizziness.

PHCC’s Urgent Care 
Centers are located at:

• Rawdat Al Khail 
• Gharrafat Al Rayyan
• Al Kabaan
• Al Sheehaniya
• Al Ruwais
• Muaither
• Abu Baker Al Siddiq
• Um Salal
HmC’s Urgent Consulta-

tion Service also enables pa-
tients with medical queries to 
speak to a physician about their 
condition over the phone. To 
access this service, patients can 
call 16000, select the language, 
then press 3. The service oper-
ates from 8am to 3pm, Sunday 
to Thursday.

Dr Aftab Mohammad Umar

Dahl Al Misfir Cave now open for public
QnA
Doha

MiniSteR of Environment 
and Climate Change His Ex-
cellency Sheikh dr. Faleh bin 
Nasser bin ahmed bin ali al-
Thani inaugurated on Thurs-
day the dahl al misfir Cave 
site, one of the most important 
eco-tourism sites, to attract the 
public.

Located in the southwest 
of the State of Qatar, the site 
was inaugurated following a 
detailed geological research 
that is considered the first of its 
kind for the site, in cooperation 
with Qatar museums (Qm) and 
exxonMobil Research.

On this occasion, HE 
Sheikh dr. Faleh bin Nasser bin 
ahmed bin ali al-Thani said 
that in implementation of the 
ministry’s strategy, and within 
the eco-tourism initiative in the 
State of Qatar, he is pleased to 
announce the opening of dahl 
al misfir after completing the 
results of the study conducted 
by the exxonMobil Research 
Qatar in cooperation with the 
ministry of Environment and 
Climate Change, which showed 
the distinctive geological na-
ture of the cave.

His Excellency thanked 
both Exxonmobil and Qatar 
museums for their efforts to 
study and rehabilitate the site 
to be safe for visitors, as the site 
is ready to receive the public 
during the daytime only, with 
the need to adhere to security 
and safety procedures when 

they visit it.
For his part, President and 

General Manager of exxon-
Mobil Qatar Dominic Genetti 
expressed pleasure with Exx-
onmobil Qatars support for the 
ministry of Environment and 
Climate Change’s plans to en-
able nature lovers to visit dahl 
al misfir Cave. He stressed the 
reliance of the centre’s scien-
tists and researchers on inno-
vative techniques to make great 
progress in terms of knowledge 
and understanding of the sce-
nic natural landmarks, within a 
framework of constructive co-
operation and a common inter-
est in exchanging experiences 

with the cadres of the ministry.
He said that Qatar has a 

beautiful and unique natural 
environment that deserves to 
be enjoyed by all. He expressed 
gratitude for the fruitful part-
nership and the great support 
exxonMobil Research receives 
from its important partners 
such as the ministry of Environ-
ment and Climate Change which 
support environmental efforts 
and research work to achieve 
better and deeper impact.

The ministry of Environ-
ment and Climate Change is 
cooperating with Exxonmobil 
in implementing several pro-
grammes, which include re-

search projects to preserve du-
gongs in Qatar.

during the past six months, 
a detailed study of the cave 
was conducted by Exxonmobil 
Research team in cooperation 
with the ministry of Environ-
ment and Climate Change to 
create an informational banner 
of the cave map, in addition to 
designing and implementing 
3d graphics that visitors can 
access through the QR Code on 
the banner.

The team relied on ground 
survey and mapping tech-
niques, in addition to the new 
digital technology (LiDAR), to 
obtain accurate measurements 

and design detailed visual dis-
plays of the cave, including 
360-degree panoramic images 
of its internal features.

an informational banner 
was designed for the public 
using innovative technolo-
gies, and a page was created 
on the ministry’s website that 
includes all data and infor-
mation related to the cave. 
The site was rehabilitated to 
receive visitors, while Qatar 
museums, in cooperation with 
the ministry of Environment 
and Climate Change, rehabili-
tated the dahl al misfir site to 
facilitate visitors’ entry, and to 
build safe paths, barriers and 

shades.
In conclusion, the minister 

honoured the authorities and 
participants involved in the 
study and rehabilitation of the 
site.

dahl al misfir cave, which 
is 35 m deep, is located south 
of Rawdat Rashid area, 40 km 
from the capital doha. The ex-
act age of the cave is unknown, 
but researchers believe that 
the period of the formation 
of the cave was less than the 
age of the surrounding rocks, 
which are estimated formed 
between 40 and 50 million 
years ago, based on the sedi-
ments found.

Minister of Environment and Climate Change His Excellency Sheikh Dr. Faleh bin Nasser bin Ahmed bin Ali Al-Thani inaugurated on Thursday Dahl Al Misfir Cave site, one of the most 
important eco-tourism sites, to attract the public.

QU-CENG, TASMU and MCIT  
organise workshop on blockchain 
adoption by industry supply chains

Tribune news neTwork
Doha

QAtAR University’s (QU) Col-
lege of engineering (CenG) 
and TaSmU Innovation Lab 
(i-Lab) held the second indus-
trial stakeholders’ workshop at 
the ministry of Communica-
tions and Information Tech-
nology (mCIT) headquarters, 
titled ‘Blockchain technology 
in Supply Chains Stakeholders 
Workshop’, gathering execu-
tives from majors technology 
providers organizations as well 
as information technology and 
business academics. The work-
shop focused on showcasing 
the recent developments on 
blockchain research frame-
works and its applications in 
the context of industry supply 
chains. 

The workshop was inau-
gurated by eman Al-Kuwari, 
acting section head of Emerg-
ing Technology, mCIT, and 
Dr Khalid Kamal naji, dean of 
CenG. they emphasized, dur-
ing their speeches, the impor-
tance of collaboration between 
higher education institutions, 
industry sector and govern-
ment. They also highlighted 
the growing needs of exploita-
tion/commercialization of the 
research findings by the rel-
evant stakeholders, including 
technology services providers, 
end-users, regulators and pol-
icy makers.

dr munir Tag, advisor at 
mCIT, delivered the welcome 
speech highlighting the con-
tribution of the TaSmU In-
novation Lab in the digital 
transformation of the society in 
Qatar by making partnership 
between academia, industry 
and government in different 
sectors. He also presented the 
TaSmU programme that com-
prises five use cases, namely 
health, logistics, transport, en-
vironment and sport. 

during the keynote session, 
Adnan Al-Banna, manager 
of Support Services, milaha, 
talked about digital supply 
chain resilience and its im-
portance. He highlighted the 
efforts made by milaha in the 
digital transformation field, 
and particularly in cybersecu-
rity and blockchain adoption, 
leading to milaha certification 
by ISO27001 and National In-
formation assurance. 

dr ali alaboudy, senior 
expert - iCt, QnRF/QRDi, in-
troduced the efforts of QnRF/
QRDi Council in supporting 
disruptive technologies. 

Dr Abdelaziz Bouras, 
Preaward manager, Of-
fice of Research, QU, pre-
sented the SupplyLedger 
nPRP11S-1227-170135 project 
(www.supplyledger.qa) and its 
achievements and outcomes, 

such as blockchain integration 
process, patents and scientific 
publications. 

The workshop also in-
cluded a roundtable, where 
participants discussed block-
chain. during the round-table, 
mohammed al-Hashimi, chief 
technlogy officer, CISCO, stat-
ed that blockchain has many 
important aspects such as a 
tracking aspect that CISCO is 
using to track every bit of de-
tail of a product, in a sustain-
able way.

dr mazen al-masri, CEO 
Genesis technologies – Ass. 
Prof. QU, highlighted the im-
portance of awareness about 
adopting blockchain. He 
stressed that the lack of adop-
tion in the local context is due 
to the lack of technological tal-
ent and the lack of regulation 
clarity related to blockchain. 

Blockchain Technology in Supply Chains stakeholders workshop.

QU College of Engineering and TASMU-MCIT organised a stakeholders 
workshop.

‘The role of our Trauma and 
Emergency Center is to deliv-
er urgent medical care for 
the most seriously injured or 
sick patients. We are commit-
ted to treating all emergency 
cases who comes to the 
Trauma and Emergency 
Center, but we do prioritize 
the needs of those with the 
most critical conditions first’
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Qatar Foundation (QF) and 
the Generation amazing (Ga) 
Foundation, in cooperation 
with FIFa, held a regional 
training course on the Football 
for Schools (F4S) programme 
that aims to provide a set of 
football initiatives to educate 
and empower youth in Qatar 
and the MENa region beyond 
the FIFa World Cup Qatar 
2022. 

the training was one of the 
initiatives that came out as a 
result of an agreement signed 
by Qatar Foundation, Genera-
tion amazing Foundation and 
FIFa.

Football for Schools (F4S) 
is a programme run by FIFa, 
with contributions from UN-
ESCO, that aims to contribute 
to the education, development 
and empowerment of around 
700 million children aged four 
to 14. 

through the F4S app, 
teachers, community leaders 
and coaches can use football to 
educate youth about key life-
skills and lessons. 

Qatar Foundation (QF), 
in partnership with the Gen-
eration amazing Foundation 
(Ga) – the human and social 
legacy initiative of the FIFa 
World Cup Qatar 2022 – con-
tributed to the app by design-
ing modules and guidelines 
around inclusion and environ-
mental sustainability.

Following the launch of the 
app earlier this year, the train-
ing session held in September 
in QF’s Education City in-
cluded General Secretary’s and 
technical directors from across 
the MENa region. at the ses-
sion, members from the West 
asia Football Federation, the 
Union Nord africaine de Foot-
ball, and teachers and coaches 
from countries such as Leba-
non, algeria, Egypt, Libya, 
Morocco, tunisia, among oth-
ers, learned how to deliver the 
programme in their respective 
settings. 

Highlighting the importance 
of programmes such as Football 

for Schools, Nasser al Khori, ex-
ecutive director at Generation 
amazing, said: “Empowering 
teachers and making educa-
tion through football a key part 
of the school curriculum is one 
of our main goals through the 
Football for Schools programme 
in Qatar. the result of our work 
with QF and FIFa Foundation 
creates an essential database of 
football for development mod-
ules that teachers in Qatar can 
utilise to create practice session 
drills and value-focused educa-
tional lessons.”

according to Bassem Mo-
hammed, technical director at 
the Lebanese Football asso-
ciation, and a physical educa-
tion teacher at Beirut Modern 
School, everyone in society, re-
gardless of their age, social sta-
tus and abilities, has the right to 
play football. 

Mohammed, who has the 
experience of using the app and 

implementing it in Lebanon for 
three years, now underlines that 
this app aims to make football a 
part of educational curriculum 
by offering schools the tools they 
need.

“the F4S app enhances the 
skills of teachers by providing a 
readymade training curriculum 
that includes eight to 12 train-
ing sessions per month, where 
the teacher downloads the pro-
gramme and registers the age 
group and numbers of students 
to obtain specific lessons,” said 
Mohammed.

the F4S app provides short 
videos to engage, enthuse and 
inspire children of all abilities. 
the idea is to let the game be the 
teacher as the instructor facili-
tate the sessions. 

“Enhancing life skills is 
part of the programme where 
human values are instilled in 
students. Students are trained 
on good habits and acceptance 

of others and are also taught 
to combat negative behaviours 
such as smoking and bullying,” 
Mohammed explained. “On the 
app, QF focuses on the values of 
sustainability and inclusion in 
particular.”

In Lebanon, 600 teachers 
from 300 schools have been 
trained so far, over a period of 
two years. and FIFa has provid-
ed the Lebanese Football asso-
ciation with financial support to 
purchase footballs to distribute 
to all schools and organise work-
shops and event for the schools.

Mohammed participated in 
the training session in Educa-
tion City with the aim of trans-
ferring his knowledge and expe-
rience to schools in QF and in 
Qatar. 

the FIFa Football for 
Schools training was one of 
many activations Qatar Foun-
dation is delivering before and 
during the World Cup, includ-
ing the flagship event D’reesha 
Performing arts Festival, which 
will take place at Education City 
from December 11 to 17, under 
the theme ‘travel and adven-
ture’. 

Open to everyone, it will 
showcase a variety of perfor-
mances in arabic and English, 
from music and poetry to visual 
arts and theatre, with the new 
D’reesha of Invention and In-
novation showcasing scientists, 
scholars and researchers from 
the arab world. 

Tribune news neTwork
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tHE College of Public Policy 
(CPP) at Hamad Bin Khalifa 
University (HBKU) held its in-
augural research conference, 
‘Evaluation in the Global South: 
Looking to the Future’, on No-
vember 7 and 8. Featuring more 
than 50 speakers from over 30 
countries and 16 partners, the 
conference sought to provide an 
interdisciplinary audience with 
cross-country learning to en-
able them to better understand 
evaluation in different nations 
and different sectors across the 
global south. Over 200 partici-
pants joined in the discussions 
over the two days.

the conference was organ-
ised by the Program for Social 
Policy Evaluation and research 
(PrOSPEr) at CPP, in partner-
ship with leading international, 
regional and national evaluation 
organizations and UN agen-
cies. PrOSPEr is a leading ini-
tiative founded by Dr anis Ben 
Brik, associate professor at CPP, 
with a research agenda driven 
by the grand social policy and 
evaluation challenges in Qatar, 
countries in the Middle East 
and North africa and the global 
south. 

aiming to be one of the first 
conferences of its kind to go be-
yond Western-centric appraisals 
and present a truly global south 
portrait of evaluation research 
and practice, interdisciplinary 
researchers, academics, profes-
sionals, and students reflected 
on the most current research. 
Unique case studies of evaluation 
in africa, asia, Latin america, 
the Caribbean, and the MENa 
regions highlighted challenges 
and opportunities for evaluation 
research and practices. these 
included the post COVID-19 
recovery, evaluation skills and 
capacity building, evaluation in 
conflict settings, and on climate 
change adaptation, participatory 
approaches, and linking evalua-
tion to the Sustainable Develop-
ment Goals. 

Sessions provided up-to-
date evidence-based theoriz-
ing about practicing evaluation 
amid the challenges. Discussions 
identified the strengths and 

weaknesses of the most prom-
ising evaluation approaches to 
help determine when methods 
are likely to be most effective. 

they also looked to the fu-
ture, focusing on “Strengthening 
the Southern Voice - Elevating 
the Knowledge and Influence 
of the Global South”, “Decolo-
nizing Evaluation teaching and 
Learning/Capacity Develop-
ment”, and “Youth in the Evalu-
ation Movement”. the confer-
ence concluded with the launch 
of a manifesto to meaningfully 
engage young people in evalua-
tion research. It invites individ-
uals and institutions, including 
governments, parliamentar-
ians, VOPEs, United Nations 
agencies, evaluators, academia, 
private sector and the develop-
ment sector at large, to adopt 
a manifesto to advance mean-
ingful youth engagement in  
evaluation.

Dr anis Ben Brik said: 
“Our inaugural conference suc-
cessfully amplified the voices 
of leading evaluation scholars 
from the global south, enabling 
a better collective understand-
ing of challenges and opportu-
nities for different nations and 
different sectors. the confer-
ence highlighted the value that 
a much more robust focus on 
South- South cooperation can 
add to the advancement of eval-
uation as practice and research 
in service of the Global South. 
there is now a lot of attention in 
development and in evaluation 
to strategies, policies, networks, 
portfolios, and especially to  
systems.

“this has been in part ac-
celerated by the SDGs which 
made it clear that work across 
many types of boundaries is re-
quired, and by the global chal-
lenges where we clearly need to 
focus on systems change. While 
programmes remain very rel-
evant, these other foci for evalu-
ation are gaining a lot of ground. 
ahead of future editions of the 
conference, the work of PrOS-
PEr will continue focusing on 
disseminating the findings, en-
couraging collaboration, and 
strengthening capacities and 
systems for evaluation through 
our education and research  
programs.”

Scholars explore future  
directions at HBKU’s 
Global South evaluation 
research conference

QF, GA Foundation host region’s 
first FIFA educational training

ASSISTANT FM MEETS FRENCH AMBASSADOR

Football quiz organised as 
an infotainment initiative

Tribune news neTwork
Doha

‘GOaLaNza. Quiz With a 
Kick!’, an open football quiz con-
test was recently organised by 
Infotainment Factree ahead of 
the much awaited FIFa World 
Cup Qatar 2022. Held in asso-
ciation with Portugal Fans Club, 
the contest attracted almost two 
hundred participants across ten 
different nationalities. 

Subsequent to the elimi-
nation round through Google 
Form, the written prelims and 
the final among the four se-
lected teams were contested at 
Pullman Doha West Bay, the 
‘Hospitality Partner’ for the 
event. In the final, the rounds 
were named Kick Off, Drib-
bling, Shooting, Chants, throw-
Ins, Mexican Wave and Penalty 
Shootout, terms associated with 
the game of football.

‘Strikers’, represented by 
ayaan Sayed rizwan and abdul 
aleem Hassan (both M.E.S In-
dian School) came out victorious 
while ‘the Conquerers’, repre-
sented by ren tony and abijith 
Binoy abraham (both Bhavan’s 
Public School), was the runner-
up in a close finish after an in-

tense seven rounds.   
Quiz Master Shafqat Nabi, a 

brand management profession-
al, columnist and a well-known 
name in Qatar’s quizzing circle, 
enthralled the participants and 
audience with his elan and a 
very interesting array on ques-
tions on the world of football.  

the Chief Guest of the event, 
Miguel Heitor, Director of Foot-
ball Development at Qatar Stars 
League, congratulated Infotain-
ment Factree and Portugal Fans 
Qatar for their innovative initia-
tive to educate people about the 
game football. 

While speaking on the oc-
casion, another guest of hon-

our, Hassan Chougule, a lead-
ing entrepreneur, educationist 
and philanthropist, thanked 
the State of Qatar for giving 
the expat community the op-
portunity to live in the country 
and avail benefits of the world 
cup. Chougule also had words of 
praise for Infotainment Factree 
“for timing the event perfectly”.

‘Goalanza. Quiz With a 
Kick!’ was “aimed at creating en-
hanced engagements for school 
students and young adults, 
across all communities in Qa-
tar”, informed aisha Jamal, 
Wizard of Lightbulb Moments 
at Infotainment Factree, while 
welcoming guests and partici-
pants. “We act as a platform for 
them to interact with their peer 
group and prepare them for the 
real world”, she added.

 “It’s very important for Por-
tugal Fans Qatar to support such 
initiatives to promote inclusion 
and inspire the community with 
interaction among all”, said Elis-
abete reis, a Portuguese expat 
and Fan Leader, assigned by Su-
preme Committee. “I personally 
like a quiz event because they 
help with concentration, build 
confidence and help children or/
and adults retain information”.

QBBF ends the year with 
second golf tournament

Tribune news neTwork
Doha

FOLLOWING the resounding 
success of its first ever Golf tour-
nament held on March 15, Qatar 
British Business Forum (QBBF) 
organised another “Golf Day” at 
Doha Golf Club on November 3 
thanks to its PrO Sponsors De-
loitte and Gulf Contracting Com-
pany.

this last QBBF event of 
2022, just before the World Cup, 
brought to a close a very busy year 
with often more than two events 
monthly.

Forty-eight members par-
ticipated in the tournament and 
could be easily spotted thanks to a 
colourful QBBF’s t-shirt designed 
by Kat Milano, QBBF marketing 
manager, just for this occasion.

additionally, there was a golf 
coaching session for 25 learners 
and improvers where Doha Golf 
Club coach Chris Nicholls and 
David Moreland, British PGa 
member guided them around 
through the basics of the sport, in-
cluding the driving range and the 
putting green.

Gulf Contracting Company 
GCC and Deloitte provided the 

golfers with t-shirts, trophies and 
medals.

QBBF’s vice chairwoman 
Carly-Jane Figgis greeted the par-
ticipants and thanked amanda 
Shaw and Kat Milano from QBBF 
for the organisation as well as the 
sponsors.

Both sponsors, Deloitte repre-
sented by Laky Chhina and GCC 
represented by Grahame McCaig 
jointly chaired the prize ceremo-
ny.

the first place went to an-
drew Humphries, Katara Hospi-
tality; second place was awarded 
to Paul Kennedy of David adam-
son & Partners Overseas, with an 
additional award for rising star 
from the learners group, Michael 
Morris from Deloitte.

“We are proud to sponsor 
QBBF as they were able to organ-
ise another fantastic event. I was 
delighted to see so many people 
take part” said Laky Chhina – De-
loitte head of Financial advisory, 
Qatar & QBBF Honorary Mem-
ber

this year QBBF celebrated its 
30th anniversary since its crea-
tion in Qatar in 1992.

at over 320 members, the 
Qatar British Business Forum 
has by far the biggest mem-
bership among the business 
councils and business groups 
in Doha, the list of which is 
published yearly in the QBBF’s 
directory. to find out on how 
to join please visit: www.qbbf.
com

Assistant Foreign 
Minister HE Lolwah 
bint Rashid Al 
Khater met with 
Ambassador of 
France to Qatar HE 
Jean-Baptiste Faivre. 
During the meeting, 
they discussed the 
bilateral relations 
and the latest prepa-
rations for hosting 
the FIFA World Cup 
Qatar 2022. (QNA)
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Participants in Qatar Foundation (QF) and the Generation Amazing (GA) Foundation regional training course 
on the Football for Schools (F4S) programme recently. 

Players at Qatar British Business Forum “Golf Day” at Doha Golf Club. 



Imran Khan urges followers to march on Islamabad without him
Agencies 

Pakistan’s former Prime 
Minister imran khan urged his 
followers thursday to resume 
their protest march on the coun-
try’s capital to demand early 
elections — even though he is 
staying out of the march for now, 
a week after he was wounded in 
the leg in a gunman’s attempt on 
his life.

khan spoke in a video-link 
to his supporters from his home 
in Lahore, where he has been 
recovering from surgery follow-
ing the attack.  He was wounded 
last thursday when the gunman 

opened fire on the protest convoy 
he was leading, killing one of his 
supporters and wounding 13 peo-
ple, including two lawmakers.

after the attack, khan sus-
pended the march, though his 
supporters blocked roads in 
urban areas across Pakistan for 
several days, often clashing with 
police.  khan, who was ousted 
in a no-confidence vote in Par-
liament in april, has refused to 
accept his political defeat and 
has since rallied his followers to 
protest instead.

Last week’s attack on the 
former prime minister raised 
concerns about growing politi-

cal instability in Pakistan, which 
has a history of political violence 
and assassinations.

and although the shooter 
was arrested at the scene and 
police later released a purported 
video confession in which he 
says he acted alone, khan has in-
sisted that his successor, Prime 
Minister shahbaz sharif, and 
two other government and army 
officials conspired to kill him. He 
has not provided any evidence 
for such claims, which have been 
dismissed by authorities.

khan’s protest march start-
ed late last month with thou-
sands of his supporters — in 

trucks, cars or on foot — march-
ing toward islamabad for what 
was to be an open-ended rally 
until his demands were met. it 
was meant to challenge sharif’s 
government and demand early 
elections. sharif has rejected the 
demand, saying the vote will be 
held as scheduled in 2023.

the lingering deadlock 
between the government and 
khan’s tehreek-e-insaf party 
has deepened the political tur-
moil at a time when Pakistan is 
struggling to deal with the after-
math of last summer’s devastat-
ing floods ahead of cold winter 
weather. 

dpA 
Washington 

Us President Joe Biden und 
China’s leader Xi Jinping 
will meet on Monday before 
the G20 summit in indone-
sia for their first bilateral 
talks, the White House said 
on thursday.

the meeting comes at a 
time of particularly strained 
relations between the two 
countries over the issue of 
taiwan and whether the Us 
would defend the island in 
the case of a Chinese inva-
sion.

Biden and Xi have spo-
ken five times in the past 
two years, but had not met 
in person since Biden moved 
into the White House in Jan-
uary 2021. the two had met 
in person in the past when 
both were vice presidents.

Due to the coronavirus 
pandemic, Xi had not trav-
elled abroad at all since Jan-
uary 2020 until a september 
trip to kazakhstan and Uz-
bekistan.

the G20 summit of 
major economic powers is 
scheduled to take place on 
the indonesian island of Bali 
on november 15 and 16.

“i don’t think the two 
will sit down and resolve all 
their differences or issues,” 
a senior Us government of-
ficial said, referring to the 
meeting.

she said it would be a 
“strategic, in-depth and 
substantive conversation,” 
which would also be about 
clearing up misunderstand-
ings. a joint statement after 
the talks was not planned, 
she continued.

Biden had said on 
Wednesday that he would 
like to discuss “red lines” 
with Xi.

“Look, i’m not willing to 
make any fundamental con-
cessions,” Biden told report-
ers when asked whether he 
would tell Xi that Washing-
ton is willing to defend tai-
wan militarily in the event of 
a Chinese invasion.

in the past, Biden had 
promised taiwan military 
support. Communist Beijing 

regards taiwan as part of 
China and wants to reincor-
porate the island.

Xi’s attitude towards 
Russia is also likely to come 
up at the bilateral meeting. 
China has so far not clearly 
condemned the Russian in-
vasion of Ukraine, which 
Biden has repeatedly and 
forcefully criticized.

the Us is among West-
ern nations to have heavily 
sanctioned Vladimir Putin’s 
regime for the war.

Xi met Putin in Uzbeki-
stan in september.

Xi has stayed close to 
home throughout the global 
COViD-19 pandemic, where 
he has enforced a “zero-
COViD” policy that has re-
sulted in mass lockdowns 
that have roiled the global 
supply chains.

He made his first trip 
outside China since start of 
the pandemic in september 
with a stop in kazakhstan 
and then onto Uzbekistan to 
take part in the eight-nation 
shanghai Cooperation Or-
ganization with Putin and 
other leaders of the Central 
asian security group.

Us officials were eager 
to see how Xi approaches 
the meeting after being 
newly empowered with a 
third term and consolidating 
his position as the unques-
tioned leader of the state, 
saying they would wait to as-
sess whether that made him 
more or less likely to seek 
out areas of cooperation with 
the U.s.

they emphasized that 
party congress results re-
inforced the importance of 
direct engagement with Xi, 
rather than lower level of-
ficials whom they’ve found 
unable or unwilling to speak 
for the Chinese leader.

Biden and Xi to 
hold bilateral 
talks for first 
time on Monday 

Agencies 

stanDinG next to a map, ser-
gei surovikin, Russia’s top gen-
eral leading the war in Ukraine, 
appeared on state television on 
Wednesday evening to tell De-
fence Minister sergei shoigu 
that Russian troops should 
withdraw from kherson city.

“Our further plans and ac-
tions about the city of kherson 
will depend on how the mili-
tary-tactical situation unfolds,” 
surovikin said. “nowadays, it’s 
not easy.” 

He said the retreat from the 
largest Ukrainian city Russia 
had seized since the war began 
in late February was a move to 
save the lives of Russian ser-
vicemen amid difficulties to 
keep supply lines open.

the camera then turned to 
shoigu, who said he agreed with 
surovikin’s conclusions and or-
dered the withdrawal of troops 
and their transfer across the 
Dnieper River.

a few hours later, at about 

11pm (21:00 GMt), a local 
resident told al Jazeera that 
Russian military vehicles were 
heard leaving kherson, the 
administrative capital of the 
eponymous region in southern 
Ukraine that serves as a gate-
way to the annexed Crimea 
Peninsula across two remaining 
bridges.

One is the antonivsky bridge 
that stretches almost 1,400 me-
tres (4,593 feet) across the blue 
waters of the Dnieper, Ukraine’s 
largest river, which bisects the 
ex-soviet nation into the largely 
Russian-speaking east, or left, 
bank, and the Ukrainian-speak-
ing west, or right, bank.

the other is the bridge over 
the nova kakhovka dam, north-
east of kherson, that contains 
almost 20 cubic kilometres of 
Dnieper’s waters – and that 
redirects some of it to the arid, 
water-starved Crimean Pen-
insula that Russia annexed in 
2014.

Both bridges have been par-
tially damaged by pinpointed 

Ukrainian missile attacks in re-
cent months, slowing down the 
movement of Russian soldiers.

“We hit them with missiles 
several times,” the kherson res-
ident, who spoke on condition 
of anonymity because Ukrain-
ian troops have not entered the 
city, told al Jazeera, referring to 
Ukrainian forces.

“We’re praying for them to 
come in,” he said, adding that 
he will stay in his apartment not 
far from the antonivsky bridge 
until the Ukrainian troops enter 
the city after more than eight 
months of Russian occupation.

But the Ukrainians are not 
rushing in – even though since 
august, they have kicked Rus-
sians out of dozens of towns and 
villages on the Dnieper’s right 
bank, seizing about one-tenth of 
the Belgium-sized region.

the kremlin’s withdrawal 
decision is reportedly not sud-
den.

the retreat from kherson 
“is a possible yet unwanted sce-
nario”, a source in the kremlin 

told the Meduza.io online mag-
azine earlier this week.

the publication even quoted 
a document it said contained in-
structions from the kremlin to 
Russian mass media on how to 
explain the retreat.

“the evacuation of peaceful 
civilians of the city [of kherson] 
to the Dnieper’s left bank is trig-
gered by the danger of a mas-
sive strike on the city delivered 
by a huge group of [Ukrainian] 
nationalists,” the instruction al-
legedly said.

But Ukrainian military ex-
pert Oleh Zhdanov believes the 
retreat is nothing but a trap to 
lure Ukrainian forces in and in-
flict massive losses on them. He 
claimed that Russian forces dis-
guised as civilians are holed up 
in kherson’s residential areas to 
shoot at Ukrainian servicemen.

“On camera, it will look like 
alleged civilians resisting the 
Ukrainian army,” he said in tel-
evised remarks on thursday.

top Ukrainian officials are 
equally wary.

Russia pulling out of 
Kherson city, but why do 
Ukrainians not rush in?

Agencies 

FRanCe will take in passen-
gers from a migrant rescue ship 
who have been stranded in the 
Mediterranean sea for weeks 
after italy refused them entry 
but plans to withdraw from 
a voluntary european Union 
mechanism for sharing asy-
lum-seekers, the country’s in-
terior minister said thursday.

interior Minister Gerald 
Darmanin said France would 
welcome some 230 Ocean Vi-
king passengers at the military 
port in the city of toulon on 
Friday. Darmanin said the pas-
sengers subsequently would 
be divided among France and 
other eU countries in line with 
the “solidarity” mechanism ap-
proved in June to reduce the 

pressure on front-line coun-
tries such as Greece, italy and 
spain.

By refusing to assign the 
Ocean Viking a port and drag-
ging its feet in responding to 
other charity-operated rescue 
ships in recent weeks, the ital-
ian government broke its com-
mitments to the initiative, Dar-
manin said in explaining the 
French government’s decision 
to cease participating.

the decision means none of 
the 3,500 asylum-seekers who 
were planned to be relocated 
from italy will be taken in by 
France, the minister said. He 
called on all other eU members 
in the sharing system, notably 
Germany, to also opt out of the 
program.

Darmanin displayed obvi-

ous anger at the government 
in Rome. He called italy’s re-
sponse to the boats operated 
by humanitarian aid groups as 
“unacceptable” and said italy’s 
refusal to give the Ocean Viking 
a port at which to disembark 
passengers was “incomprehen-

sible.” 
“France will take measures 

in the coming hours to tighten 
the border security with italy” 
and adjust bilateral relations 
accordingly, he said, adding: 
“France deeply regrets that ita-
ly did not accept to behave like 

a responsible european state.” 
italy’s response was just as 

heated. italian interior Min-
ister Matteo Piantedosi de-
nounced the French decision to 
stop accepting asylum-seekers 
under the mechanism adopted 
when France held the eU’s ro-
tating presidency as “totally in-
comprehensible.” 

“european solidarity is be-
ing heralded, but italy has so 
far faced this problem alone 
and our reception system is in 
very serious difficulty,” Piant-
edosi said. 

He said italy could not 
agree to a pending eU migra-
tion pact “that is not adequately 
balanced between measures of 
solidarity and responsibility.”

 in a statement, the italian 
minister said about 90,000 

migrants had arrived in italy 
so far this year and that 13 eu-
ropean countries had agreed 
to relocate 8,000 of them. to 
date, only 117 have been reset-
tled, 38 of them in France, an 
“absolutely inadequate” num-
ber, he said.

the Ocean Viking became 
the cause of a diplomatic rift 
between France and italy ear-
lier this week after italian Pre-
mier Giorgia Meloni, under 
pressure from other european 
countries, granted three other 
private maritime rescue ships 
permission to dock in italy.

Meloni then jumped the 
gun and announced that France 
had agreed to accept the Ocean 
Viking, even though the French 
government had made no such 
pledge publicly.

France grants port to migrant rescue ship amid Italy rift

Local residents shop at the main market in the city of Mykolaiv on Thursday. (aFP)

Supporters of Pakistan’s former prime minister Imran Khan in Karachi 
recently. (aFP)

Migrants sit aboard the Ocean Viking rescue ship in the Tyrrhenian Sea 
in international waters on Thursday. (aFP)

Xi Jinping (left) and Joe Biden
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dpa 
Jakarta/Moscow 

Russian President Vladimir 
Putin will not travel to Bali to 
attend the G20 summit next 
week, but Foreign Minister 
sergei Lavrov will be there, of-
ficials said on Thursday.

Putin had long left open his 
participation in the meeting on 
november 15 and 16. 

indonesian President Joko 
Widodo had invited him to the 
summit of 20 major industri-
alized nations despite Russia’s 
invasion of ukraine and the in-
ternational condemnation.

“The Russian foreign min-
ister will come in person,” said 
Jodi Mahardi, a spokesperson 
for the indonesian Ministry 
of investment responsible for 
coordinating the summit. The 
Kremlin later confirmed this.

in July, Lavrov left a G20 
foreign minister’s meeting on 
the indonesian island early af-
ter other participants slammed 
Russia’s war in ukraine.

ukrainian President Vo-
lodymyr Zelensky and some 
Western countries had called 
for Russia to be expelled from 
the G20.

Zelensky is likely to attend 
the Bali summit via video link, 
presidential spokesman serhiy 
nykyforov has said.

Zelensky said last week that 
he would not attend the Bali 
summit if Putin was present.  
Widodo said on Tuesday that 
17 leaders have confirmed their 
participation, including us 
President Joe Biden and Chi-
nese President Xi Jinping.

Biden has said he would like 
to discuss “red lines” in a poten-
tial meeting with Xi on the side-
lines of the Bali event.

“Look, i’m not willing to 
make any fundamental conces-
sions,” Biden had told report-
ers on Wednesday when asked 
whether he would tell Xi that 
Washington is willing to defend 
Taiwan militarily in the event of 

a Chinese invasion.
Biden meanwhile plans to 

meet with south Korean Presi-
dent Yoon suk Yeol and Japan’s 
Prime Minister Fumio Kishida 
at the weekend in Cambodia.

Yoon confirmed to report-
ers in seoul on Thursday that 
the talks will take place on the 
sidelines of the asEan sum-
mit in Cambodia. The asEan 
summit is a biannual meeting 
of south-east asian countries to 
discuss core policy issues.

Yoon’s office named sunday 
as the date for the meeting. it is 
expected to focus on rising ten-
sions in East asia and north 
Korea’s nuclear weapons pro-
gramme.

Kishida will also meet Yoon 
separately in Cambodia, the 
Japanese news agency Kyodo 
reported.

The us and its asian allies 
fear north Korea’s first nuclear 
test in years could be imminent.

since the end of september, 
north Korea has been testing 
missiles at an unusually high 
frequency, including an inter-
continental ballistic missile, 
according to the south Korean 
military.

un resolutions ban the 
largely isolated state from both 
nuclear testing and the test-
ing of ballistic missiles capable 
of being armed with a nuclear 
warhead.

Russia’s Putin won’t 
attend G20 summit

Russian President Vladimir Putin in Moscow recently. (aFP)

Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky is likely to attend the Bali summit via video link

Beirut (dpa) - a plane landing at Beirut airport was hit by a bul-
let on thursday, an airport official said.
the plane was operated by Lebanese national carrier Middle 
east airlines (Mea).

“the plane was hit by a stray bullet as it was landing, the 
bullet landed near the first row in the business class, there 
was no injuries but an investigation was opened into the inci-
dent,” Fadi el-hassan, the acting director general of civil aviation 
at Beirut’s rafik hariri international airport, told dpa.

Lebanese MP Paula Yacoubian, who was on the plane, said 
in a tweet that “the issue of uncontrolled weapons and stray bul-
lets must be put to an end...” the lawmaker shared pictures on 
her twitter of the hole in the fuselage of the plane.  the airport 
is located south of Beirut in a residential area which is mostly 
controlled by the Lebanese shiite movement hezbollah. (dpa)

Lebanese plane hit by stray bullet at 
Beirut airport

News 
in brief

10 killed in fire in capital of Maldives

coLoMBo: at least 10 people were killed in a fire that engulfed 
a dormitory for migrant workers in the capital of Maldives in the 
early hours of thursday, the Maldives Defence Force (MNDF) 
said. the fire had broken out in a garage located on the ground 
floor of a building in Male and then spread to the first floor of 
the premises where cramped living quarters for the migrant 
workers were located, the MNDF said.

the building had housed 38 migrant workers, most of them 
indian nationals, but also included sri Lankan and Bangladeshi 
workers. a total of 28 people were rescued from the building 
and moved to a safe location, the defence force said.

some of the bodies were charred, making identification 
of the victims difficult. Further investigations are under way, a 
spokesman for the MNDF said. (dpa)

Pilot complacency partly to blame for 
2021 Indonesia jet crash

Jakarta: the captain’s reliance on the autopilot system may 
have contributed to a passenger plane crash that killed all 62 
people on board in January 2021, indonesia’s transportation 
safety body said thursday in its final report on the accident.

the sriwijaya air pilot may have failed to take corrective 
action when the plane’s throttle system malfunctioned because 
he was complacent about the aircraft’s automatic system, said 
the National transportation safety committee (kNkt).

“complacency about the automation system and confirma-
tion bias may have led to reduced monitoring of instruments and 
other circumstances,” kNkt said in the report.

the Boeing 737-500 plummeted into the Java sea minutes 
after take-off from Jakarta’s soekarno-hatta international airport 
on January 9 last year. investigators said the aircraft had prob-
lems with its automatic throttle system.  its left-engine throttle 
lever moved backward, causing the engine to have less power 
and the plane to roll onto its side before it crashed, the investi-
gation report said. (dpa)

Jailed Egyptian hunger striker gets 
medical intervention, says family

Chinese dissident Bao Tong, jailed  
for Tiananmen stance, dead at 90

Lebanon lawmakers 
fail to elect a president 
for fifth time

IAEA watchdog expresses concern 
over Iran’s nuclear programme

dpa 
cairo 

a jailed Egyptian pro-democ-
racy campaigner, whose fam-
ily says he is on a total hunger 
strike, has been given “medical 
intervention,” his sister said on 
Thursday.

alaa abdel-Fattah, a 
key figure in Egypt’s 2011 up-
rising, which toppled long-
time ruler Hosny Mubarak, 
began a partial hunger strike 
in april and stopped drinking 
water as of sunday, to coincide 
with the start of a major un 
climate conference in Egypt, 
according to his family.

abdel-Fattah, now 40, was 
sentenced in December to five 
years in prison on charges of 
spreading fake news, an accu-
sation that his family dismisses 
as politically motivated.

There have been increasing 
international calls in the past 

few days for Egyptian authori-
ties to free abdel-Fattah, who 
is also a British citizen, warn-

ings that his life at risk.
On Thursday, his sister, 

Mona, tweeted that the fam-
ily had been informed by the 
prison officers that “medical 
intervention” had been or-
dered for abdel-Fattah, with 
judicial authorities’ knowl-
edge.

in a statement, his family 
demanded information about 
this medical intervention and 
asked he be transferred to a 

hospital “where lawyers and 
family can reach him.” 

“The priority now is to see 
@alaa to know his true health 
status, what kind of medical 
intervention they carried out 
and why, how badly did he de-
teriorate?” tweeted his sister.

she said his lawyer’s re-
quest to visit him had been ap-
proved and that the lawyer was 
on his way to the prison out-
side Cairo where abdel-Fattah 
is kept.

There was no immediate 
comment from Egyptian au-
thorities.

There has been interna-
tional criticism of Egypt’s hu-
man rights record under Presi-
dent abdel-Fattah al-sissi. 
al-sissi took over in 2014, a 
year after the army, then led by 
him, deposed islamist presi-
dent Mohammed Morsi, fol-
lowing mass protests against 
Morsi’s divisive rule.

dpa 
BeiJiNg 

BaO Tong, a former leading 
member of the Chinese Com-
munist Party who fell into dis-
grace for sympathizing with the 
1989 pro-democracy protests 
in Tiananmen square, is dead, 
his family has told dpa.

Bao died on Wednesday of 
a pulmonary embolism. “He 
knew he was sick and he was 
ready for it,” a family source 
told dpa. He was 90.

Bao was the right-hand 
man of the Chinese premier 
at the time, Zhao Ziyang. But 
Zhao was ousted in 1989 for ex-
pressing support for the Tian-
anmen square protests, which 
drew thousands and ended in 
bloodshed when China eventu-
ally sent in the armed forces.

Zhao was put under house 
arrest until his death in 2005. 
But Bao was handed seven 

years in prison, the highest-
ranking party official to serve 
time because of the protests.

Before his imprisonment, 
Bao had been director of the 
Office of Political Reform. after 
his release from prison, he be-
came a passionate critic of the 
Chinese leadership, becoming 
one of the last opposition voic-

es still in China who was not in 
prison.

nevertheless, he was under 
constant government observa-
tion.

“China is a lawless country,” 
Bae told dpa in an interview a 
year ago. The lack of the rule of 
law was creating “a climate of 
fear,” which meant that abuse 
and inconsistent application of 
the laws was now “the norm.” 
“no one knows if the way they 
operate is approved or forbid-
den,” hesaid. People have no 
protections, whether they be 
normal citizens, businesspeo-
ple or even party functionaries.

“Without equality before 
the law no one can live without 
fear.” That means problems 
never get fixed, he argued.

“Whenever there is a prob-
lem, people are scared to speak 
up and don’t have the confi-
dence to make suggestions on 
how to fix it,” he said.

dpa 
Beirut 

LEBanOn’s parliament on 
Thursday failed for the fifth 
time to elect a new head of 
state due to a lack of political 
consensus on a candidate to 
replace Michel aoun, whose 
term ended last month.  in the 
latest voting session, which was 
attended by 108 out of 128 law-
makers, no candidate secured 
the required majority. Half of 
the MPs cast blank votes.

“There will be no presi-
dent if consensus is not agreed 
upon between the major politi-
cal parties in the country,” MP 
Marwan Hamadeh said.  

a second round of voting 
was not held. a presidential 
candidate needs the votes of 
two-thirds of lawmakers in the 
first round.

House speaker nabih Berri 

announced that there will be a 
new attempt by the parliament 
next Thursday.

since May, Lebanon has 
been running under a caretaker 
government headed by premier 
nagib Mikati.

aoun, a key ally of the 
pro-iranian Hezbollah move-
ment, was elected following a 
29-month presidential vacuum 
after his predecessor Michel 
suleiman ended his term in 
2014.

Lebanon needs a president 
and a fully mandated govern-
ment to carry out necessary re-
forms demanded by the inter-
national Monetary Fund and 
the World Bank to secure aid 
for its ailing economy.

in multi-confessional Leba-
non, a president is always a 
Christian, the head of govern-
ment a sunni-Muslim and the 
house speaker a Muslim-shiite.

dpa 
VieNNa

THE international atomic 
Energy agency (iaEa) has ex-
pressed concern about the un-
certainty around iran’s nuclear 
programme.

“The longer the current 
situation persists, the greater 
such uncertainty becomes,” 
iaEa chief Rafael Grossi said 
on Thursday.

The agency has not been 
able to access data from its 
monitoring systems in iran 
since the beginning of 2021, 
and last June it had to disman-
tle 27 cameras.

Even with a return to the 
earlier inspection mode, infor-
mation would still be lacking, 
it said.

Despite the problems with 
inspections, the iaEa - which 
promotes the peaceful han-
dling of nuclear material - pre-

sented another quarterly report 
on iran in Vienna on Thursday.

according to the report, the 
country owns more than 62 
kilograms of highly enriched 
uranium.

about 50 kilograms would 
be needed to build a nuclear 

weapon, according to experts, 
if the material were enriched a 
little to reach 90%.

The report said that Tehran 
has also continued to expand 
its enrichment facilities since 
september.

negotiations to restore the 

2015 nuclear agreement, which 
was supposed to curb iran’s 
nuclear programme, have been 
on hold for months.

Tehran has not agreed to 
the draft solution already ne-
gotiated, which would lift us 
sanctions against iran and re-
implement the agreed restric-
tions.

The recent us Congress 
elections and the protest move-
ment in iran make the prospect 
of saving the nuclear pact even 
more remote.

according to the us state 
Department, Washington’s fo-
cus at the moment is not on the 
nuclear pact but on supporting 
the iranian protesters.

The us and the European 
union, which is also involved 
in the nuclear negotiations, 
have imposed extra iran sanc-
tions in response to the violent 
intervention against the pro-
tests.
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Rafael Grossi, director of the Director General of the International 
Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA), in Sharm el-Sheikh on Thursday. (aFP)

Bao Tong

Zelensky said last week that 
he would not attend the Bali 
summit if Putin was present.  
Widodo said on Tuesday 
that 17 leaders have con-
firmed their participation, 
including US President Joe 
Biden and Chinese 
President Xi Jinping

Abdel-Fattah, now 40, was 
sentenced in December to 
five years in prison on 
charges of spreading fake 
news, an accusation that 
his family dismisses as 
politically motivated
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Continuing its gaining trend 
for the second week in a row, the 
Qatar Stock Exchange (QSE) in-
dex increased 251.19 points, or 
2 percent, during the week to 
close at 12,557.26 points.

the week saw QSE’s mar-
ket capitalisation increase by 
1.9 percent to reach QR700.2 
billion (bn) compared with 
QR687.2 billion at the end of 
the previous trading week.

the gain was mainly led 
by foreign institutions that 
remained bullish, closing the 
week with a net buying of 
QR331.1 million against a net 
buying of QR322.1 million in 
the previous week.

Foreign retail investors, 
however, closed the week with 
a net selling of QR33.9 million 
against net selling of QR75 
million in the previous week.

According to an estimate 

by QnB Financial Services 
(QnBFS), foreign institutions 
were net buyers of Qatari 
stocks worth $4.35 billion as 
of thursday’s closing since the 
start of this financial year.

Qatari institutions re-
mained bearish with a net 
selling of QR210.2 million 
against net selling of QR145.7 
million in the week before. 
Qatari retail investors were 
also bearish with a net sell-
ing of QR87 million against 
net selling of QR101.5 mil-
lion the week before.

the traded value during 
the week decreased 18.1 per-
cent to reach QR2,239 million 
from QR2,733.7 million in the 
previous trading week. QnB 
group (QnBK) was the top-
value traded stock during the 
week with a total traded value 
of QR381.3 million.

traded volume declined 
42.8 percent to 567.1 million 
shares compared to 991.3 

million shares in the previ-
ous trading week. Qatar Alu-
minum Manufacturing Com-
pany (Qamco) was the top 
volume traded stock during 

the week with a total traded 
volume of 62 million shares.

the number of transac-
tions also declined 4.3 percent 
to 81,401 against 89,857 in 

the previous week.
Qatar islamic Bank (QiB), 

ooredoo, and QnB group 
were the primary contribu-
tors to the weekly index gain 
QiB and ooredoo added 75.67 
and 33.91 points to the index, 
respectively. Further, QnB 
added another 28.54 points.

Mannai Corporation was 
the best-performing stock for 
the week, rising 18.3 percent. 
Meanwhile, Dlala Brokerage 
& investment Holding was the 
worst-performing stock for the 
week, dropping by 5.9 percent.

of the 46 traded compa-
nies, 30 ended the week high-
er, 15 ended lower and one 
remained unchanged. 

Commenting on QSE’s 
weekly performance, Finan-
cial Analyst tamer Hassan 
told QnA said he expects fur-
ther upside momentum in the 
short-term, especially as the 
FiFA World Cup Qatar 2022 
start date approaches and 

the MSCi emerging index an-
nounces the rebalancing.

He said he expects some of 
the companies in the financial 
sector to see their weighting 
raised.

He said that some sectors 
will benefit more than others, 
like telcos, real estate, and 
services. He noted that the 
index has been seeing mostly 
sideways action, with consoli-
dation in the range of 12600-
12700 points.

He noted that this price 
action was positive given the 
pressure rising rates have 
been applying to equity risk 
premiums.

He added that the Qatari 
stock market was benefit-
ing from the decision to raise 
foreign ownership in public-
ly-listed companies to 100 
percent, with many foreign 
portfolios increasing their 
exposure to this part of the                   
market. 

QSE market cap soars past QR700 billion as rally continues 

Satyendra Pathak 
Doha 

tHE final phase of Hamad 
international Airport (HiA) 
expansion will start early next 
year and will further increase 
the annual capacity of the air-
port to up to 75 million pas-
sengers, Qatar Airways group 
Chief Executive Akbar Al Baker 
said on thursday.

Addressing media on the 
occasion of unveiling the first 
phase of the HiA expansion 
project to the world, Baker 
said, “With Phase A of HiA’s 
expansion plans now up and 
ready in time for the much-
anticipated FiFA World Cup 
Qatar 2022, Phase B of the ex-
pansion is set to commence in 
January next year that will see 
the construction of two new 
concourses within the existing 
terminal.”

the two new concourses 
will connect to 24 more aero 
bridges, he said. 

Commenting on the first 
phase of expansion, Qatar Air-
ways group Chief Executive 
Akbar Al Baker said, “We are 
very pleased to be launching 
the expansion of Hamad in-
ternational Airport, an airport 
that has truly grown to be-
come the ultimate example of 
a successful, sustainable global 
facility. HiA continues to im-
press with its innovative plan-
ning, execution, and invest-
ment – enhancing its position 
as the preferred hub for global 
travelers and reinforcing HiA’s 
position among the top air-
ports. the opening of our new-
ly expanded terminal further 
connects the growing number 
of travelers to all corners of 
the world, enriching people’s 
experiences and proudly rep-
resenting Qatar’s rich culture 
and prestige.”  

HiA Chief operating of-
ficer Engr. Badr Mohammed Al 
Meer said, “We are immensely 
proud to officially launch our 
airport expansion. our growth 
plan will see us welcome over 
58 million passengers annually 
– offering global travelers the 
best services the industry has 
to offer. through the expan-
sion, we have upgraded our 
facilities and offerings – creat-
ing the ultimate destination for 
passengers. From world-class 
services to endless F&B and 
retail offerings, the expansion 
further strengthens our ambi-
tion as we look towards main-
taining our status as the best 
airport in the world.”

the magnificent expansion 

features more than 90 brands 
in one vast shopping area, a 
world-class art collection, a 
refreshing environment with 
lush greenery, and a 10,000sq 
m indoor tropical garden called 
the orchard with a 268-sqm 
water feature – designed to be 
a focal point for all travellers.

the unique design of the 
area allows trees and plants to 
adapt easily to internal condi-
tions and grow throughout the 
life of the airport. the orchard 
benefits from copious natural 
light, an approach designed to 
create a calming ambiance and 
promote a sense of well-being.

the orchard’s extensive 
flora includes over 300 trees 
and more than 25,000 plants 
and shrubs sourced from sus-
tainable forests around the 
world, including Malaysia, 

thailand, and Singapore. the 
commercial offer boasts 65 
stores and 35 food & beverage 
outlets, with some operations 
featuring world-first mixes  
     of both.

As part of the expansion, 
HiA has launched the second 
airport hotel within its transfer 
area, the oryx garden Hotel.

Located in the north Plaza, 
the 100-room hotel focuses 
on sustainability, with rooms 
ranging from king to twin, as 
well as suites strategically lo-
cated moments away from the 
boarding gates.

the HiA expansion also 
sees four brand new lounges 
for passengers to relax and 
unwind, namely ‘Al Mourjan 
Business Lounge- the gar-
den’, ‘Al Mourjan Business 
Lounge- north’, ‘Platinum and 

gold lounge- north’ and ‘Silver 
Lounge – north’.

Consisting of one expan-
sive terminal, the two-time 
world’s best airport will wel-
come passengers with facili-
ties and services curated for 
all ages. the expansion now 
enables travelers to seamlessly 
transfer from one area to an-
other, exploring the wonders 
that HiA has to offer with its 
infused warmth and hospital-
ity. From discovering new fla-
vors with exquisite fine dining 
to exploring the depths of the 
art collections and luxurious 
shops – the airport continues 
to actively enrich travelers’ ex-
periences with tranquility and 
profound culture.

the airport’s expanded 
operations will greatly reduce 
waiting time, thanks to the new 

transfer hall on concourse C 
(transfer Hall C) – the level of 
security, customer service, and 
efficiency will allow passengers 
to smoothly arrive and depart 
the award-winning airport.

Qatar Duty Free unveils a 
brand new, unparalleled lux-
ury offer at HiA’s expansion 
with world-class retail and 
F&B options with more than 
65 retail and dining outlets 
spread across its three levels. 
F&B options at the HiA expan-
sion include over 20 cafes and 
restaurants offering delicious 
local and global cuisines for an 
ultimate dining experience.

the retail and F&B offer at 
the expansion features many 
world firsts and exclusives, 
including a Fendi Boutique 
with the first Fendi Cafe in an 
airport, and the first Ralph’s 

Coffee Shop in an airport. the 
north node also houses the 
world’s first oreo Café in an 
airport.

the enhanced retail offer 
also includes an unrivaled se-
lection of luxury boutiques, in-
cluding the first Dior Boutique 
at HiA, the only FiFA shop in 
the world, thom Brown only 
store in an airport, the largest 
Ray Ban store in an airport, 
and a lineup of prestigious 
brands such as flagship Louis 
Vuitton Boutique, gucci, Burb-
erry, tiffany, and Co. Bvlgari, 
and many more world-class 
brands.

Passengers traveling 
through HiA will be able to 
explore hundreds of curated 
experiences all under one roof, 
surrounded by a true architec-
tural and tropical masterpiece.

Final phase of expansion to raise 
Hia capacity to 75 million : baker

Foreign institutions remained bullish, closing the week with a net buying 
of QR331.1 million.

Qatar Airways Group Chief Executive Akbar Al Baker and HIA Chief Operating Officer Engr. Badr Mohammed Al Meer speak at a ceremony to mark the opening of HIA’s first phase of 
expansion that will see the annual capacity to rise up to 58 million passengers.  

One of the main attractions of HIA is refreshing environment with lush greenery and a 10,000sqm indoor tropical garden called The Orchard. It’s extensive flora includes over 300 trees 
and more than 25,000 plants and shrubs sourced from sustainable forests around the world, including Malaysia, Thailand, and Singapore. 
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Job cuts come just a week after widespread layoffs at Twitter under its new owner Elon Musk
Agencies

Elon Musk sought to reassure 
big companies that advertise 
on Twitter on Wednesday that 
his chaotic takeover of the so-
cial media platform won’t harm 
their brands, acknowledging 
that some “dumb things” might 
happen on his way to creating 
what he says will be a better, 
safer user experience.

The latest erratic move on 
the minds of major advertisers 
— that the company depends on 
for revenue — was Musk’s deci-
sion to abolish a new “official” 
label on high-profile Twitter ac-
counts just hours after introduc-
ing it.

Twitter began adding gray 
labels to prominent accounts 
Wednesday, including brands 
like Coca-Cola, nike and Apple, 
to indicate that they are authen-
tic. A few hours later, the labels 
started disappearing.

“Apart from being an aes-
thetic nightmare when looking 
at the Twitter feed, it was simply 
another way of creating a two-
class system,” the billionaire 
Tesla CEo told advertisers in an 
hour-long conversation broad-
cast live on Twitter. “It wasn’t 
addressing the core problem.” 
Musk’s comments were his most 
expansive about Twitter’s future 
since he closed a $44 billion 
deal to buy the company late last 
month, dismissed its top execu-
tives almost immediately and, 
on Friday, fired roughly half of 

its workforce. Major brands in-
cluding General Motors, United 
Airlines, General Mills and oth-
ers have temporarily halted buy-
ing ads on the platform as they 
watch whether Musk’s plans 
to loosen its guardrails against 
hate speech will lead to a rise in 
online toxicity.

Scores of companies big 
and small made their presence 
known among the more than 
100,000 Twitter Space listeners 
by signing in with their brand 
Twitter accounts. The brand 
accounts for companies includ-
ing banks Deutsche Bank, TD 
Ameritrade, gas company Chev-
ron, automaker nissan, airline 
Air Canada and many others 
appeared. Car brand Audi, 
which has paused Twitter ads, 
was there, as was retailer R.E.I., 
which said after the call its ads 
were still paused.

Musk said he’s still plan-
ning a “content moderation 

council” representing diverse 
viewpoints that will tackle inap-
propriate content and reassure 
advertisers, but it would take 
“a few months” to put together. 
He said it will be advisory and 
“not a command council.” lou 
Paskalis, longtime marketing 
and media executive and former 
Bank of America head of global 
media, said the briefing raised 
questions that will likely leave 
Fortune 500 advertisers uneasy.

The biggest concern for big 
advertisers is brand safety and 
risk avoidance, he said. And 
Musk seems uninterested in 
reining in his Twitter persona 
that can be divisive — such as 
his tweet ahead of the election 
advising Americans to vote Re-
publican.

“To come out like Elon did... 
and say ‘vote Republican since 
there’s a Democrat in the White 
House’ — I don’t know what 
marketer wants to go near that,” 

he said. one solution could be to 
hire a CEo to run the company 
and create stability while Musk 
continues to be his “Chief Twit” 
persona, Paskalis said.

Musk had earlier threatened 
by tweet a “thermonuclear name 
& shame” on advertisers that 
quit Twitter. But he took a more 
measured approach Wednes-
day, asking them to “give it a 
minute and kind of see how 
things are evolving.” “The best 
way to understand what’s going 
on with Twitter is use Twitter,” 
he told the group, which was 
represented mostly by the head 
of the Interactive Advertising 
Bureau, a trade association.

However, the confusion on 
Twitter continued Wednesday. 
The rollout hours earlier of the 
“official” labels appeared ar-
bitrary, with some politicians, 
news outlets and well-known 
personalities getting the label 
and others not. In some cases, 
whether users could see an ac-
count’s “official” label appeared 
to depend on what country they 
were in. Then the labels started 
disappearing.

YouTube personality and 
author John Green got the la-
bel but his younger brother and 
“vlogging” partner Hank Green 
didn’t make the cut. Then John 
Green’s label was gone. Another 
popular YouTuber, Marques 
Brownlee, who posts videos on 
technology, tweeted he got the 
label, then tweeted again that it 
disappeared.

After chaos, Musk seeks to  
reassure advertisers on Twitter

Agencies

EURoPEAn Union Commis-
sion President Ursula von der 
leyen paid an official visit to 
Moldova Thursday, where she 
announced a 250 million dol-
lar support package to help 
the small nation overcome an 
acute winter energy crisis amid 
Russia’s war in Ukraine.

The EU chief said that Mol-
dova, which neighbors Ukraine, 
will receive 100 million euros 
in grants and the same amount 
again in loans from the 27-na-
tion bloc to help it meet its gas 
needs this winter, starting Jan. 
1. An additional 50 million eu-
ros will help the country’s most 
vulnerable citizens, she said.

“European solidarity with 
the Republic of Moldova is un-
shakable,” von der leyen said at 
a news conference in the capital, 
Chisinau, after meeting with 
pro-Western President Maia 
Sandu. “We assure you that 
we will do our best to help you 
through this crisis.”

Moldova, which has a popu-
lation of about 2.6 million, is 
entirely dependent on Russia 
for its natural gas. But Russia 
has used that dependence to 
pressure the country over its 
alignment with the West and 
in recent weeks halved its gas 
supplies, triggering an unprec-
edented energy crisis as winter 
begins to grip.

Sandu has said that Mos-
cow’s decision to reduce supplies 
amounts to “political blackmail” 
in the country where household 
energy tariffs have increased 
six-fold in the past year amid 
skyrocketing inflation.

“We are facing the worst 
energy crisis in three decades,” 
Sandu said Thursday. “A crisis 
in which energy resources are 
being used as weapons against 
democracy.”

“only together, in solidar-
ity, will we be able to survive 
the coming winter and preserve 
our freedom and a peaceful and 
democratic future,” Sandu add-
ed.

In June, Moldova was grant-
ed EU candidate status, but the 
country likely won’t obtain full 
membership for years, since it 
is conditional on a series of re-
forms in areas such as tackling 
corruption, organized crime and 
strengthening human rights and 
the rule of law.

“We want to bring Moldova 
into the safe and prosperous 
space of the European Union,” 
Sandu said, “where human life 
and freedom are supreme values 
… and states are not attacked 
for the development path they 
choose.”

Von der leyen also said 
Thursday that a donors’ meet-
ing will be held in Paris later this 
month, to help Moldova pur-
chase energy resources. 

EU pledges 
$250M to 
Moldova to 
tackle acute 
energy crisis

Cryptos 
plunge as 
Binance 
scraps deal 
for FTX

Agencies

CRYPToCURREnCY pric-
es plunged for a second-
straight day after crypto 
exchange Binance said it 
was pulling out of a deal to 
purchase failing rival FTX 
Trading.

Bitcoin sank to a two-
year low after Binance 
confirmed earlier rumors 
and news reports that it 
was ready to back out of 
the FTX deal, struck be-
tween the CEos of the two 
exchanges on Tuesday. The 
deal was pending Binance’s 
due diligence on FTX’s bal-
ance sheet.

After an initial review, 
Binance said in a statement 
Wednesday that it had sig-
nificant concerns that con-
vinced it to back out of the 
deal.

“In the beginning, our 
hope was to be able to sup-
port FTX’s customers to 
provide liquidity, but the is-
sues are beyond our control 
or ability to help,” Binance 
said in a statement.

The price of bitcoin 
plunged more than 13% 
to $15,840, according to 
CoinDesk, its lowest level 
since november 2020. It 
had been above $20,000 
earlier in the week. The 
other major cryptocur-
rency, Ethereum, dropped 
13%.

FTX had agreed to sell 
itself to Binance after ex-
periencing the cryptocur-
rency equivalent of a bank 
run. Customers fled the 
exchange after becoming 
concerned about whether 
FTX had sufficient capi-
tal. The sudden sale was 
a shocking turn of events 
for FTX CEo and founder 
Sam Bankman-Fried, who 
was hailed as somewhat 
of a savior earlier this year 
when he helped shore up a 
number of cryptocurrency 
companies that ran into fi-
nancial trouble.

FTX’s own crypto 
token, known as FTT, 
plunged more than 50% 
on the reports. The token, 
now worth around $2.50, 
was worth 10 times that 
amount only a week ago. 
Many of crypto inves-
tors’ concerns centered on 
whether the balance sheet 
of an affiliated company 
of FTX known as Alameda 
Research was saturated 
with increasingly worth-
less FTT tokens, whose to-
tal value would not exceed 
the exchange’s liabilities, 
effectively making FTX in-
solvent.

Agencies

WHEn it comes to helping 
poor nations cope with climate 
change, the United States gov-
ernment left its wallet at home. 
So it hopes its friend, big busi-
ness, can help pick up the tab.

Unable to persuade Con-
gress or the American public to 
spend billions of dollars more 
a year in climate financial aid, 
the U.S. government is trying to 
make it easier for private corpo-
rations to send cash to the de-
veloping world in exchange for 
looking green at home.

The plan, announced 
Wednesday by U.S. climate en-
voy John Kerry at the CoP27 
climate summit in Egypt, es-
sentially amounts to tapping 
private funds to finance de-
veloping nations’ transition to 
clean energy by selling “high 
quality” carbon credits to com-
panies trying to make their car-
bon emissions “net zero.” “our 
intention is to put the carbon 
market to work, to deploy capi-
tal otherwise unemployable, to 
speed the transition from dirty 
to clean power,” and replace 
dirty coal-fired power plants 
with renewable energy sources, 
Kerry said at a launch event.

But the idea faced stiff re-
sistance from environmental 

groups and climate experts, 
who said it would give pollut-
ers a license to keep polluting. 
It came a day after the United 
nations warned about shady 
carbon credits that businesses 
count on to meet their net-zero 
targets.

Underscoring the opposi-
tion, an activist heckled Kerry 
as he launched the plan, accus-
ing him of “promoting false so-
lutions,” before security guards 
pushed him away. At this year’s 
CoP summit, poorer nations 
have lambasted wealthier ones 
for not putting up enough mon-
ey to finance their so-called 
green transition.

The developing world needs 
hundreds of billions of dol-
lars to help them ditch coal, oil 
and natural gas, but the United 
States Congress has been reluc-
tant to spend much in financial 
aid.

“If we don’t find more mon-
ey... we ain’t going to get this 
done,” Kerry said of the fight 
against climate change.

Kerry’s proposal is dubbed 
the Energy Transition Accelera-
tor and is backed by two major 
philanthropies, The Rockefel-
ler Foundation and the Bezos 
Earth Fund. They hope it could 
unlock $100 billion or more in 
financing for green projects by 

2030. Kerry said he wants to 
have it up and running by next 
year’s CoP meeting.

Details about how it will 
work are still sparse, but under 
the plan, verified greenhouse 
gas emission reductions would 
be generated that could then 
be sold as carbon credits. Kerry 
said there’s been “strong inter-
est” to buy them from corpo-
rations including PepsiCo and 
Microsoft.

There would be “strong 
safeguards” on who could buy 
the credits, Kerry said. Buyers, 
“not including fossil fuel com-
panies,” will need a goal for get-
ting to net-zero carbon dioxide 
emissions and a science-based 
interim target on the way to 
meeting that goal, he said. The 
credits can’t be used as substi-
tutes for making deep cuts to 
their own emissions but as an 
extra boost to those efforts.

Unlike other carbon cred-
its criticized as prone to abuse, 
these credits would only be al-
lowed to be used to phase out 
coal power plants in develop-
ing nations and creating more 
renewable power and would be 
time limited, Kerry said. That, 
he said, would be “guardrails 
against abuse.” Carbon credits 
have evolved into a multibil-
lion-dollar market for compa-

nies, governments and individ-
uals who want to reduce their 
carbon footprint. But they’ve 
also become a source of con-
troversy among environmental 
and climate activists, who say 
they’re problematic because 
there’s no guarantee they’ll de-
liver on reducing emissions.

The basic idea is that emis-
sions from polluting human ac-
tivities can be offset elsewhere, 
either through farming prac-
tices that store carbon, planting 
trees, or by capturing climate-
changing gases from smoke-
stacks and other equipment.

These activities are mone-

tized and sold as offsets and are 
popular with companies mak-
ing them a part of their net-zero 
plans.

on Tuesday, a U.n. expert 
panel warned that tougher 
standards were needed to fight 
back against greenwash by 
companies and investors mak-
ing net-zero pledges, including 
a ban on businesses and local 
governments buying cheap car-
bon credits that lack integrity 
instead of deeply cutting their 
own emissions.

The idea proposed Wednes-
day faced plenty of skepticism.

Mohamed Adow, director 

of Power Shift Africa, a climate 
and energy think tank, called 
carbon offsets an “accounting 
trick” that paves the way for big 
polluters to carry on polluting.

Big cuts in greenhouse 
gas emissions in both wealthy 
northern nations and devel-
oping countries in the global 
South are what’s needed, Adow 
said, “not rich polluting com-
panies in the north paying for 
the privilege of continuing 
to destroy the planet.” “John 
Kerry knows the science on 
climate, he knows what is at 
stake for people, and yet what 
he’s proposing with his offsets 
threatens to badly undermine 
global efforts to cut emissions,” 
Adow said. Climate scientist 
Bill Hare of Climate Analytics, 
who was on the United nations 
expert panel, said the proposal 
shocked people at the climate 
summit and upset many gov-
ernments.

“The reason why is because 
we’re at that stage of history 
now where everyone has to 
reduce emissions. And the im-
plications of John Kerry’s pro-
posal is that companies would 
not actually have to reduce 
emissions if they buy offsets.” A 
senior European official voiced 
skepticism at the U.S. proposal 
ahead of the launch.

US plan to tap businesses for green finance meets resistance

Twitter headquarters is shown in San Francisco on Nov. 4, 2022.

LuLu Exchange opens in Barwa Madinatna, its 5th in Qatar
Tribune news neTwork

Doha

lUlU Exchange, one of the 
Qatar’s leading remittance and 
foreign exchange companies, 
has opened its newest branc 
at Barwa Madinatna inside 
the lulu Hypermarket. Adeeb 
Ahamed, Managing Director 
of lulu Exchange, and other 
top corporate officials presided 
over the branch launch, which 
was held as a hybrid event.

Addressing online, Adeeb 
Ahamed said, “We are proud to 
open our newest branch in time 
for the world’s most exciting 
sporting event, Football World 
Cup. As a trusted payments 
provider to the people of Qa-
tar, our new branch will serve 
football lovers from across the 
world, as well as the people of 
Qatar, while building upon our 
vision to help in our customers’ 
transition to our digital pay-
ments app lulu Money.”

This is the company’s fifth 
branch in Qatar.

US climate envoy John Kerry
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The executive Director of 
Strategy and Business Devel-
opment at Qatar Development 
Bank, Farha Ahmed Al Kuwari, 
has hailed the role of the Qa-
tari small and medium-sized 
companies being supported by 
the bank in contributing to the 
projects of the FIFA World Cup 
Qatar 2022. 

Many of them have been 
involved in the construction 
of stadium chairs, stadium 
structures, and outdoor light-
ing as well as in infrastructure 
projects for the World Cup in 
stadiums and metro stations, 
stadium control panels from 
video, audio and lighting and 
even in the field of technology 
and sports entertainment, she 
said. 

Qatari companies also con-
tributed in weeding stadiums 
and decorating outdoor gar-
dens for stadiums, in addition 
to its contribution to the field 
of multiple services, Kuwari 
added.

The official said the total 
volume of direct and indirect 
financing of the bank since its 
inception to the end of the third 
quarter of this year amounted 
to QR7.3 billion. 

The bank has financed 
more than 870 clients through 
several financing programmes 
and services, and direct invest-
ments in small and medium-
sized companies exceeded 
QR130 million, while the total 
volume of investments in the 
banks portfolio reached QR225 
million, with the support of 
nearly 100 companies.

Kuwari said the bank con-
tributed to the access of the 
projects it financed to global 
markets. This is done through 
Qatar export Development and 
Promotion Agency ‘Tasdeer’, 
which is the banks export arm. 
She noted that the volume of 
exports to the banks’ clients 
last year crossed the QR1 bil-
lion mark, with a growth rate of 
50% compared to 2020. 

The growth in the volume 
of exports is still positive until 
this year, and the number of 
beneficiaries of “Tasdeer” ser-
vices reached 445 companies 
up to the third quarter of this 
year, in addition to the launch 
of the Go Global Program last 
year, in which the first batch 
achieved 300 export opportu-
nities at a value of QR47.7 mil-
lion.

She pointed to supporting 
clients in two areas: develop-
ing exports by providing a va-
riety of services and initiatives 
to enhance their capabilities to 
export, in addition to promot-
ing exports by preparing bilat-
eral meetings between Qatari 
exporters and importers, as 
well as supporting exporters to 
participate in regional and in-
ternational exhibitions.

The sectors that received 
the largest share of support are 

the industry and services sec-
tors, in addition to education, 
health and the tourism sector.

The executive Director 
added that Qatar Development 
Bank is unique in a compre-
hensive and integrated sup-
port system that supports the 
entrepreneur in all stages of 
his project, starting from the 
pre-project stage such as the 
idea through the period of es-
tablishing the project and its 
operation to expansion and 
growth, explaining that the 
bank works through three 
main pillars: access to financ-
ing from By providing various 
packages of direct and indirect 
financing options, developing 
capabilities and developing the 
capabilities of entrepreneurs 
by providing various and com-
prehensive advisory and train-
ing programs and initiatives, 
and finally supporting entre-
preneurs in expansion and 
growth by helping them access 
markets in Qatar and abroad.

Al Kuwari said that the 
number of beneficiaries of the 
workshops and training until 
the third quarter of this year 
amounted to 684, while the 
total number of participants 
and attendance was more than 
5200 participants in the cur-
rent year only.

The bank manages various 
business incubators and ac-
celerators in specialized fields. 
The number of incubated and 
accelerator companies since its 
launch has reached more than 
700 companies until the third 
quarter of this year, in addi-
tion to providing various advi-

sory services such as auditing, 
consulting, and preparing con-
tracts, in addition to marketing 
services, which benefited more 
from of 200 clients this year, 
she added.

Al Kuwari emphasized the 
Bank’s role in supporting en-
trepreneurs by facilitating their 
access to market information 
to help them make successful 
investment decisions, through 
the issuance of studies, reports 
and processing and other stud-
ies available through our web-
site.

There are several direc-
tions for the bank, all of which 
focus on achieving the vision, 
as the bank continues to focus 
and benefit from the enormous 
potential of the creative and 
innovative system of entrepre-
neurship in the country, work 
to develop it to create its own 

imprint on the global map, 
achieve sustainability in line 
with the banks strategy and 
Qatar National Vision and sup-
port environmentally friendly 
projects in the national busi-
ness system, she said.

The executive Director 
mentioned several initiatives 
undertaken by the Bank, such 
as launching the Model Fac-
tory Program, which enhances 
and develops the capabilities 
of Qatari manufacturers, the 
launch of a digitalization and 
technology solutions financing 
product to help small and me-
dium-sized companies in their 
digital transformation process, 
the launch of the advanced in-
dustry platform in the State of 
Qatar in cooperation with the 
World economic Forum, in ad-
dition to making updates to Al 
Dhameen program for small 
and medium-sized companies, 
most notably providing a guar-
antee of 100 % of the value of 
the project and the launch of 
Al Dhameen Micro-enterprise 
Program.

executive Director of Strat-
egy and Business Develop-
ment at Qatar Development 
Bank (QDB) Farha Ahmed Al 
Kuwari highlighted that the 
previous years showcased the 
importance of digital trans-
formation for the growth and 
development of the economy. 
QDB is on a digital transforma-
tion journey as a development 
financial institution that deals 
with a wide range of entrepre-
neurs.

The bank has launched a 
set of platforms and digital so-

lutions, including the first in-
vestment platform of its kind 
in Qatar, a digital procurement 
platform for government and 
non-governmental contracts, 
an integrated platform for all 
small and medium-sized com-
panies, and providing options 
for obtaining remote advisory 
services. The bank also offers a 
financing program for digitiza-
tion and digital transformation 
solutions for companies wish-
ing to digitally transform or en-
hance their digital capabilities 
and services, in addition to the 
banks internal digital trans-
formation through the Qatar 
Digital Bank portal to speed up 
all operational procedures and 
help improve the experience of 
all customers, she explained.

Regarding the bank’s next 
phase, Al Kuwari said that they 
are a governmental institu-
tion with a development strat-
egy. The bank works accord-
ing to the needs of the market 
through continuous commu-
nication with entrepreneurs 
to know the most important 
challenges they face to provide 
solutions.

QDB is keen that the sup-
port it provides includes all 
production and service fields 
and many sectors. Of course, 
there are priority sectors such 
as the industrial sector, ser-
vices, education, health care, 
and financing livestock, fisher-
ies, and agriculture. The bank 
always tries to focus on the 
entrepreneurial mindset more 
than the field itself, as the en-
trepreneurs are knowledgeable 
and can provide innovative and 

creative solutions regardless of 
their field of work, she added.

The executive Director 
explained that the challenges 
facing entrepreneurs change 
according to the nature of the 
companies work. The bank is 
keen to overcome challenges 
from the companies’ early stag-
es, whether through feasibility 
studies, or testing the products 
they will offer in the market.

Al Kuwari stressed the in-
dustrial renaissance that the 
national economy witnessed in 
several areas, the most impor-
tant of which is self-sufficiency. 
Qatari product has proven their 
ability to meet the needs of the 
market, and even compete in 
global markets. The national 
business system is strong and 
competitive, especially after 
the COVID-19 pandemic and 
the rapid digital transforma-
tion that swept all the busi-
nesses in Qatar.

Al Kuwari considered that 
the failure of projects is one 
of the most important factors 
affecting the performance of 
projects that may lead to large 
losses. QDB is in constant con-
tact with its customers, follow-
ing up on the performance of 
their funded projects to find 
solutions to the problems fac-
ing companies before reaching 
the stage of failure. Addition-
ally, struggling projects can 
benefit from the services of the 
eyada program, which is con-
cerned with supporting falter-
ing companies by appointing 
experts to identify weaknesses 
in the company, suggest ap-
propriate solutions, and help 
the company in implementing 
these solutions. The program 
also offers a guidance consult-
ing service, through which the 
entrepreneur can book a ses-
sion with one of QDB’s experts 
to guide them towards taking 
the right next step.

The executive Director of 
the Bank touched upon their 
role in social responsibility, 
explaining that all the Bank’s 
initiatives fall into the field of 
social responsibility, as a de-
velopment financial institution 
whose mission is to support 
the private sector in the State 
of Qatar, implicitly support-
ing the country’s economy that 
supports the stability and de-
velopment of society.

She said that some pro-
grams and projects have a di-
rect impact on the economy, 
such as loans provided by the 
Bank to micro-enterprises, 
which include household pro-
jects. QDB supports food se-
curity initiatives by providing 
financing packages specialized 
in supporting agricultural pro-
jects, fisheries, and livestock. 
Additionally, it supports young 
entrepreneurs through compe-
titions, cooperating with educa-
tional institutions in initiatives 
to promote a culture of entre-
preneurship among students, 
and a step program for training 
and qualifying retirees.

QDB lends a helping hand as Qatari SMEs make  
effective contributions to WC efforts: Top exec

Farha Ahmed Al Kuwari, the Executive Director of Strategy and Business Development at Qatar Development Bank, during an interview with a QNA journalist.

Over 870 clients 
QDB has financed more than 
870 clients through several 
financing programmes and 
services, and direct 
investments in small and 
medium-sized companies 
exceeded QR130 million, while 
the total volume of 
investments in the banks 
portfolio reached QR225 
million, with the support of 
nearly 100 companies.

Direct and indirect financing of QDB since its inception to the end of the third quarter of this year amounted to QR7.3 bn, says Farha Al Kuwari

US consumer inflation eased to 7.7% over past 12 months
AgeNcies

PRICe increases moderated in 
the United States last month in 
the latest sign that the inflation 
pressures that have gripped 
the nation might be easing as 
the economy slows and con-
sumers grow more cautious.

Consumer inflation 
reached 7.7% in October from 
a year earlier and 0.4% from 
September, the government 
said Thursday. The year-over-
year increase, a slowdown 
from 8.2% in September, was 
the smallest rise since January. 
A separate gauge called core 
inflation, which excludes vola-
tile food and energy, rose 6.3% 
in the past 12 months and 0.3% 
from September.

The numbers were all lower 
than economists had expected.

helping drive the inflation 
slowdown from September to 
October were used car prices, 
which dropped for a fourth 
straight month. Also down 
were the prices of clothing 
and medical care. Food price 

increases slowed. By contrast, 
energy prices rebounded in 
October after having declined 
in August and September.

even with last month’s 
tentative easing of inflation, 
the Federal Reserve is widely 
expected to keep raising in-
terest rates to try to stem per-
sistently high price increases. 
But Thursday’s better-than-ex-
pected data raised the possibil-
ity that the Fed could decide to 
slow its rate hikes — a prospect 
that sent stock prices jumping 
immediately after the govern-
ment issued the figures.

“We expect this to mark the 
start of a much longer disin-
flationary trend that we think 
will convince the Fed to halt its 
(hikes) early next year,” said 
Paul Ashworth, chief North 
American economist at Capital 
economics, a consulting firm. 
“With supply shortages nor-
malizing, deflationary pressure 
is now finally showing up.”

Many economists have 
warned that in continuing to 
tighten credit, the central bank 

is likely to cause a recession by 
next year. So far this year, the 
Fed has raised its benchmark 
interest rate six times in siz-
able increments, heightening 
the risk that prohibitively high 
borrowing rates — for mort-
gages, auto purchases and oth-
er high-cost expenses — will 
tip the world’s largest economy 

into recession.
Some economists sug-

gested that the latest inflation 
data shows that the hikes are 
beginning to achieve their goal, 
though the Fed needs to see 
further evidence.

“The data will be welcome 
news for the (Fed), finally 
showing some response in 

prices” to the rate increases, 
said Rubeela Farooqi, chief 
U.S. economist at high Fre-
quency economics.

In the midterm elections 
that ended Tuesday, roughly 
half of voters cited inflation 
as the top factor in their deci-
sions, according to VoteCast, 
an extensive survey of more 
than 94,000 voters nationwide 
conducted for The Associated 
Press by NORC at the Univer-
sity of Chicago. About 8 in 10 
said the economy was in bad 
shape, and a slim majority 
blamed President Joe Biden’s 
policies for worsening infla-
tion. Just under half said fac-
tors beyond Biden’s control, 
such as Russia’s invasion of 
Ukraine, were to blame.

Those economic anxie-
ties contributed to the loss of 
Democratic seats in the house 
of Representatives, though 
Republicans failed to score 
the huge political gains that 
many had expected. And a siz-
able chunk of voters — 44%, 
according to VoteCast — said 

their top concern was the fu-
ture of democracy, an issue 
that was emphasized by Biden 
and Democratic congressional 
candidates.

even before the release of 
Thursday’s figures, inflation 
by some measures had begun 
to ease and could continue to 
do so in coming months. Most 
gauges of workers’ wages, for 
example, show that the robust 
pay increases of the past 18 
months have leveled off and 
have begun to fall. Though 
worker pay is not a primary 
driver of higher prices, it can 
compound inflationary pres-
sures if companies offset their 
higher labor costs by charging 
their customers more.

except for automakers, 
which are still struggling to ac-
quire the computer chips they 
need, supply chain disruptions 
have largely unsnarled. Ship-
ping costs have dropped back 
to pre-pandemic levels. The 
backup of cargo ships off the 
port of Los Angeles and Long 
Beach has been cleared.

The US Federal Reserve may reach a turning point this week as it  
announces what’s expected to be another substantial three-quarter-
point hike in its key interest rate. 



London: FIFA’s call to unite and 
put politics and off-field issues 
aside ahead of the World Cup in 
Qatar has been endorsed by the 
Confederation of African Football.
Controversy has surrounded Qa-
tar’s hosting of the finals since 
they were awarded in 2010, with 
the country’s treatment of mi-
grant workers and criminalisation 
of same-sex relationships among 
the issues which have caused 
the most concern. 
Gianni Infantino, the president 
of FIFA, wrote to the association 
leaders of the 32 competing na-
tions last week urging them not to 
“allow football to be dragged into 
every ideological or political battle 
that exists”. His counterpart at 
CAF, Patrice Motsepe, has given 
his support to the call, following a 
similar message of support from 
South American confederation 
CONMEBOL earlier this week. 
“We recognise that football has 
over the years been an impor-
tant tool for bringing together 
and uniting people from differ-
ent races, language groups and 
religious backgrounds,” Motsepe 
said. “The World Cup is an im-
portant global sporting event that 
brings together people from dif-
ferent countries and continents 
for the development and celebra-
tion of football worldwide and 
the advancement of humanity.” 
Ten member associations who are 
part of a UEFA working group on 
Qatar wrote a joint letter published 
on Sunday confirming they would 
continue to push FIFA regarding 
the creation of a migrant workers’ 
centre and a compensation fund. 
The letter from the 10 European 
associations acknowledged that 
“significant progress has been 
made by Qatar” in respect of the 
rights of migrant workers and that 
assurances have been made on 
the “safety, security and inclusion 
of all fans who travel to the World 
Cup, including LGBTQ+ fans”. 
 (PA Media/DPA)

CAF backs FIFA’s 
call to focus  
on football

dpa 
BErLIN 

Youssoufa Moukoko is 
“unbelievably happy and over-
whelmed” to have become Ger-
many’s youngest ever World 
Cup nominee while there was 
nothing but agony for his Borus-
sia Dortmund team-mates 
Marco Reus and Mats Hummels 
who both missed the cut.

Moukoko has been in fine 
form with six Bundesliga goals 
this season as he on Thursday 
became part of Hansi flick’s 
squad for the November 20-De-
cember 18 tournament in Qatar 
as one of two uncapped play-
ers, the other being Werder 
Bremen striker Niclas füllkrug.

No German World Cup 
player has been younger than 
Moukoko who turns 18 on the 
day of the opening match be-
tween hosts Qatar and Ecuador 
next week sunday.

It is the latest age record 
for the player who made his 
Bundesliga debut two years ago 
the day after his 16th birthday 
and also became the youngest 
man to play in the Champions 
League and score a Bundesliga 
goal within the next four weeks. 
another record came in last 
weekend when he became the 
youngest Bundesliga player to 
reach 10 goals.

The big talent has gone 
through the German junior na-
tional teams up to the under-21, 
and has now broken into the 
senior squad after returning to 
form following a long period of 

nagging injuries and doubts be-
cause of little playing time.

“I just can’t believe it - this 
time last year I felt like I was 
still out of the picture, strug-
gling with many injuries and 
little playing time,” he said in 
an emotional Instagram post.

“still, I tried to stay positive 
and believe in myself. I knew 
what I could achieve and now 
just to be at a World Cup, a 
goal that players dream about 
their whole career, makes me 
incredibly proud. all the hard 
work has paid off and I am just 
incredibly happy and over-
whelmed.” 

Moukoko also thanked his 
family, Dortmund coach Edin 
Terzic and his team-mates 
there.

flick praised Moukoko, 
saying he was “fast, lively, has a 

good finish” and added said he 
was “looking forward” to work-
ing with him and füllkrug who 
got his first nomination after an 
impressive 10 Bundesliga goals 
for Bremen.

But there was bitter disap-
pointment for Reus over miss-
ing another big event owing 
to an ankle injury, following 
the 2014 World Cup and Euro 
2016; and for 2014 World Cup 
winner Hummels who was not 
chosen because flick prefers 
younger defenders.

“a big dream of mine has 
unfortunately come to an end,” 
Reus said on the Dortmund 
website. “Everyone involved 
has tried everything possible 
in the last few days to make my 
participation in the World Cup 
possible after all.

However, with my damaged 

ankle, it was not enough for the 
World Cup.” Hummels spoke 
of “one of the biggest disap-
pointments in my career” but 
like Reus wished the team all 
the best.

flick said “it simply hurts 
us” to be without Reus and “we 
will miss him” while Hummels 
was left behind despite “out-
standing form” because “we 
are looking at the future” and 
decided in favour of younger 
players.
German squad: 
Goalkeepers: Manuel Neuer 
(Bayern Munich), Marc-André ter 
Stegen (Barcelona), Kevin Trapp 
(Eintracht Frankfurt) 
Defenders: Armel Bella Kotchap 
(Southampton), Matthias Ginter 
(Freiburg), Christian Günter 
(Freiburg), Thilo Kehrer (West 
Ham United), Lukas Klostermann 
(rB Leipzig), David raum (rB 
Leipzig), Antonio rüdiger (real 
Madrid), Nico Schlotterbeck 
(Borussia Dortmund), Niklas 
Süle (Borussia Dortmund) 
Midfielders and forwards: Karim 
Adeyemi (Borussia Dortmund), 
Julian Brandt (Borussia Dort-
mund), Niclas Füllkrug (Werder 
Bremen), Serge Gnabry (Bayern 
Munich), Leon Goretzka (Bayern 
Munich), Mario Götze (Eintracht 
Frankfurt), Ilkay Gündogan (Man-
chester City), Kai Havertz (Chel-
sea), Jonas Hofmann (Borussia 
Mönchengladbach), Joshua Kim-
mich (Bayern Munich), Youssoufa 
Moukoko (Borussia Dortmund), 
Thomas Müller (Bayern Munich), 
Jamal Musiala (Bayern Munich), 
Leroy Sane (Bayern Munich).

Moukoko ‘overhelmed’ by World Cup 
call-up, agony for Reus and Hummels

agencies
LONDON 

JaMEs Maddison and Callum 
Wilson are in England’s World 
Cup squad after Gareth south-
gate handed the in-form pair 
their first international call-ups 
in three years.

With 11 days to go until the 
Three Lions kick-off their Group 
B campaign against Iran, the 
former defender has confirmed 
the 26-man group that will be 
travelling to Doha next week.

southgate has largely stuck 
with the tried and tested, with 
the most eye-catching selec-
tions being Leicester attacking 
midfielder Maddison and New-
castle striker Wilson.

Maddison’s only England 
cap came as a substitute against 
Montenegro in November 2019 
- the last squad four-cap Wil-
son was involved in.

There is a recall for rejuve-
nated Manchester united for-
ward Marcus Rashford, whose 
last cap came in the Euro 2020 
final loss to Italy.

There is no space in south-
gate’s Qatar selection for Roma 
striker Tammy abraham, 
Brentford frontman Ivan Ton-
ey or West Ham forward Jar-
rod Bowen.

Manchester City pair Kyle 
Walker and Kalvin Phillips were 
included despite a lack of match 
fitness, while Manchester unit-
ed captain Harry Maguire has 
been named in the squad de-
spite his limited game time.

Versatile arsenal defender 
Ben White has been brought 
into a group that has Luke 
shaw as the only out-and-out 
left-back. Marc Guehi, fikayo 
Tomori and Tyrone Mings are 
among those missing out.

Chelsea’s Conor Gallagher 
made the cut but southampton 
captain James Ward-Prowse 
again just missed out on a ma-
jor tournament squad.

Maddison form rewarded
Maddison’s inclusion is reward 
for his superb form for Leices-

ter this season.
He has been instrumental 

in the foxes’ resurgence follow-
ing their poor start to the sea-
son and has six goals and four 
assists in 12 Premier League 
games. His only cap for Eng-
land came almost three years 
ago to the day - in a Euro 2020 
qualifier against Montenegro 
when he played 35 minutes.

“He is playing really well,” 
said southgate.

“He is a good player. We 

have always said he is a good 
player. He has earned the right. 
We think he can give something 
slightly different to the other 
attacking players we have.

“He is playing as well as any 
of the attacking players in this 
country and he is a bit different 
to the others.”

We think we have everything 
covered - Southgate
Walker has proved his fitness 
to southgate after undergoing 

groin surgery and not playing 
in more than a month.

The England boss has also 
put his faith in Phillips, de-
spite the midfielder having had 
injury struggles this season. 
Phillips, who has had surgery 
on his shoulder, returned to ac-
tion as a second-half substitute 

in Manchester City’s 2-0 win 
against Chelsea in the Carabao 
Cup on Wednesday.

Rashford has not played for 
England since the Euro 2020 
final defeat by Italy, but the 
Manchester united forward 
has scored seven goals in all 
competitions this season.

Maddison, Rashford and Wilson included 
in England’s 26-man World Cup squad

England’s manager Gareth Southgate holds a press conference at St 
George’s Park in Burton-on-Trent after revealing the England squad for 
the 2022 World Cup in Qatar on November 10, 2022. (Photo by Dar-
ren Staples / AFP)

James Maddison

Dortmund’s German forward Youssoufa Moukoko. (AFP)

Players of team USA ride on a shuttle bus after arriving at HIA in Doha 
on Thursday, ahead of FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022. (AFP)

USA arrive sans left out Steffen
Tribune news neTwork

DOHA

THE united states of amer-
ica (usa) team landed at the 
Hamad International airport in 
Doha on Thursday, ahead of the 
fIfa World Cup Qatar 2022 
which begins November 20.

Earlier on Wednesday in 
Brooklyn, coach Gregg Berhal-
ter decided to leave goalkeeper 
Zack steffen out of the final list.

steffen was the most used 
player for during the qualifiers, 
where the usMNT finished third 
with a goal difference of 11+.

Berhalter said during the 
announcement ceremony: “We 
are excited to take this group 
to compete in the 2022 fIfa 
World Cup. final roster deci-
sions are always difficult, and 
we appreciate everyone’s con-
tributions who helped us get to 
this point. We believe we have 
a talented group, a strong team 
spirit, and one that is ready to 
compete. We are extremely 
proud and honored to repre-
sent the united states and ap-
preciate all the amazing sup-
port from our fans as we head 
to Qatar.”

Returning to football’s big-

gest stage for the first time in 
eight years and debuting the 
youngest nation to qualify for 
Qatar, several players will as-
cend onto the international 
pitch for the first time.

Veteran defender Tim 
Ream will appear with Cristian 
Roldan and Jordan Morris.

Christian Pulisic is the big-
gest name on the roster due to 
his ability to attack the box.

usa have been drawn in 
Group B, alongside England, 
Wales and Iran and will start 
their Qatar 2022 campaign 
against Wales on November 22.
USA squad
Goalkeepers: Matt Turner, Sean 
Johnson, Ethan Horvath
Defenders: Walker Zimmerman, 
Aaron Long, Cameron Carter-
Vickers, Tim ream, Sergino 
Dest, Shaq Moore, Antonee rob-
inson, Joe Scally, and De’Andre 
Yedlin.
Midfielders: Cristian roldan, 
Kellyn Acosta, Luca de la Torre, 
Yunus Dimoara Musah, Tyler Ad-
ams, Weston McKennie, Brenden 
Aaronson
Forwards: Jesús Ferreira, Jordan 
Morris, Christian Pulisic, Gio 
reyna, Josh Sargent, Tim Weah, 
Haji Wright.

England squad
Goalkeepers: Jordan Pickford (Everton), Nick Pope (Newcastle), Aaron 
Ramsdale (Arsenal)
Defenders: Harry Maguire (Manchester United), Luke Shaw (Manchester 
United), Eric Dier (Tottenham), John Stones (Manchester City), Kyle 
Walker (Manchester City), Kieran Trippier (Newcastle), Conor Coady 
(Everton), Ben White (Arsenal), Trent Alexander-Arnold (Liverpool)
Midfielders: Jude Bellingham (Borussia Dortmund), Mason Mount 
(Chelsea), Conor Gallagher (Chelsea), Declan Rice (West Ham), Jordan 
Henderson (Liverpool), Kalvin Phillips (Manchester City)
Forwards: James Maddison (Leicester), Phil Foden (Manchester City), 
Jack Grealish (Manchester City), Harry Kane (Tottenham), Bukayo Saka 
(Arsenal), Raheem Sterling (Chelsea), Callum Wilson (Newcastle), 
Marcus Rashford (Manchester United)

9 Days to go

FRIdAy, NOVEMBER 11, 2022

We would like to concentrate on the football, 
because to go to a World Cup is an unbelievable 
honour and privilege. For the players it is a 
massive moment. You don’t want it tarnished 
by having to think about off-the-field things.  
– England manager Gareth Southgate



STATS Perform/dPA
berlin

Romelu lukaku has been in-
cluded in Belgium’s 26-man 
squad for the Qatar World Cup, 
despite injury concerns.
Head coach Roberto martinez 
warned that lukaku had to prove 
his fitness for the group stage if 
he was to be named in the squad, 
which the striker appears to have 
done.

Belgium’s record goalscorer 
lukaku, on loan at Inter from 
Chelsea, made his comeback from 
a hamstring injury, coming off the 
bench to score against Viktoria 
Plzen in the Champions league 
on october 26.

However, that is one of just 
two appearances the 29-year-old 
has managed since august, with 
his last game coming on october 
29 against Sampdoria.

There is no place for another 
forward plying his trade in Serie 
a, with milan’s divock origi left 
out, though his club team-mate 
Charles de Ketelaere does make 
it.

The Premier league has 
plenty of representation, with 

three players from leicester 
City, including Youri Tielemans, 
along with manchester City star 
Kevin de Bruyne, Brighton and 
Hove albion’s in-form winger 
leandro Trossard and midfield-
ers from everton and aston Vil-
la in the form of amadou onana 
and leander dendoncker.

eden Hazard has started 
just two games for Real ma-
drid this season, but makes 
the cut among martinez’s for-
wards, while club-mate Thibaut 

Courtois will be hoping for an-
other fine tournament on an in-
dividual level, after he won the 
Golden Glove at Russia 2018.

This could be what has been 
dubbed the “golden genera-
tion” of Belgian football’s last 
chance to win a major tourna-
ment, with several of their star 
players now over or approach-
ing the age of 30.

They finished third in 2018, 
beating england in a play-off 
match after losing to eventual 

champions France in the semi-
finals.

Belgium kick their tourna-
ment off against Canada on No-
vember 23, before playing mo-
rocco and Croatia in their other 
Group F matches.
Belgium squad:
Koen Casteels (Wolfsburg), 
Thibaut Courtois (real Madrid), 
Simon Mignolet (Club brugge); 
Toby Alderweireld (royal Antwerp), 
Timothy Castagne (leicester 
City), Zeno Debast (Anderlecht), 
leander Dendoncker (Aston Villa), 
Wout Faes (leicester City), Thom-
as Meunier (borussia Dortmund), 
Arthur Theate (rennes), Jan 
Vertonghen (Anderlecht); Yannick 
Carrasco (Atletico Madrid), Kevin 
De bruyne (Manchester City), 
Thorgan Hazard (borussia Dort-
mund), Amadou Onana (everton), 
Youri Tielemans (leicester City), 
Hans Vanaken (Club brugge), 
Axel Witsel (borussia Dortmund); 
Michy batshuayi (Fenerbahce), 
Charles De Ketelaere (Milan), 
Jeremy Doku (rennes), eden Haz-
ard (real Madrid), romelu lukaku 
(inter), Dries Mertens (Galatasaray), 
lois Openda (lens), leandro Tros-
sard (brighton and Hove Albion).

Lukaku named in Belgium’s 
team but no place for Origi

TrIBUNe NeWS NeTWorK
MArbellA, SpAin

QaTaR defeated albania 1-0 
on Wednesday at the marbella 
Football Center to register their 
fifth consecutive friendly vic-
tory ahead of their FIFa World 
Cup 2022 Group a opener 

against ecuador. 
almoez ali, the aFC asian 

Cup 2019 most Valuable Play-
er, scored the only goal of the 
game when he struck from the 
penalty spot eight minutes be-
fore half-time.

World Cup debutants Qa-
tar, who also have Senegal and 

three-time runners-up Nether-
lands for company in Group a, 
will be aiming to hit the ground 
running when they open their 
account against ecuador at al 
Bayt Stadium on November 20.

meanwhile, goalkeeper 
mesaal Barshim said the Qa-
tar team are giving it all in 

their training sessions as they 
prepare for the historic debut. 
“every player wants to play in 
the World Cup and all of us are 
giving our best in the training 
sessions. our aim in the World 
Cup is to put up a strong show 
in a tough group and reach the 
second round,” he said.

Almoez scores penalty as Qatar beat Albania
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SeNeGal forward Sadio mané 
will miss the upcoming World 
Cup with a tendon injury sus-
tained while playing for Bayern 
munich, French sports paper 
l’equipe said on Wednesday.

The report said the injury 
would see mané sidelined for 
several weeks and make him 
miss the November 20-decem-

ber tournament in Qatar where 
african champions Senegal 
play the Netherlands, hosts Qa-
tar and ecuador in the group 
stage.

african Footballer of the 
Year mané went off in the 20th 
minute of Bayern’s 6-1 Bundes-
liga win against Bremen the 
previous day. Bayern have so 
far released no injury update 
on the 30-year-old.

L’Equipe: Senegal star Mane 
to miss World Cup with injury

Red Devils’ head coach Roberto Martinez during a press conference  
to present the squad of Belgium’s national football team in Tubize,  
on Thursday. (AFp)

Lewandowski selected but Linetty, 
Klich not in Poland World Cup squad

STATS Perform/dPA
WArSAW

Robert lewandowski headlines 
Poland’s squad for Qatar 2022, 
but there is no room for Karol 
linetty nor mateusz Klich 
among Czeslaw michniewicz’s 
26-man squad.

Barcelona attacker lewan-
dowski will head to his fifth major 
tournament and second appear-
ance at the World Cup, where he 
will skipper his country.

He is joined by fellow veter-
ans Grzegorz Krychowiak and 
Kamil Glik, the latter of whom 
will hope to join him in the 
100-cap club for Poland during 
the tournament having already 
amassed 98. 

But Torino midfielder li-
netty is a casualty of the fierce 
competition for places, with the 
42-cap man missing the cut al-
together.

He is joined by a pair of Pre-
mier league absentees in leeds 
united’s Klich and Brighton 
and Hove albion’s Jakub mod-
er, with the latter missing out 
through injury.

maciej Rybus meanwhile 
remains in exile following his 
move to Spartak moscow in 
June, having been blacklisted 

from the international team 
over his switch to the Russian 
club following the country’s in-
vasion of ukraine.

There are no uncapped 
players among the squad, 
though both Clermont defender 
mateusz Wieteska and lech 
Poznan midfielder michal Sko-
ras will hope to add to their soli-
tary international appearances.

Poland will kick off their 
campaign in Group C against 
mexico on November 22, be-

fore they face Saudi arabia and 
argentina.
Poland squad: 
Wojciech Szczesny (Juventus), 
bartlomiej Dragowski (Spezia), 
lukasz Skorupski (bologna); Jan 
bednarek (Aston Villa), Kamil 
Glik (benevento), robert Gumny 
(Augsburg), Artur Jedrzejczyk 
(legia Warsaw), Jakub Kiwior 
(Spezia), Mateusz Wieteska 
(Clermont),  bartosz bereszynski 
(Sampdoria), Matty Cash (Aston 
Villa), nicola Zalewski (roma); 

Krystian bielik (birmingham City), 
przemyslaw Frankowski (lens), 
Kamil Grosicki (pogon Szczecin), 
Grzegorz Krychowiak (Al-Shabab), 
Jakub Kaminski (Wolfsburg), 
Michal Skoras (lech poznan), 
Damian Szymanski (AeK Athens), 
Sebastian Szymanski (Fey-
enoord), piotr Zielinski (napoli), 
Szymon Zurkowski (Fiorentina); 
robert lewandowski (barce-
lona), Arkadiusz Milik (Juventus), 
Krzysztof piatek (Salernitana), 
Karol Swiderski (Charlotte FC).

Qatar’s Karim Boudiaf vies for the ball with an Albanian player during a friendly match in Marbella, Spain, on Wednesday.

Barcelona’s Polish forward Robert Lewandowski with the Golden Boot trophy during the Golden Boot 2022 
award ceremony, in Barcelona on Wednesday. (AFp)

A man sells Senegalese newspapers with headlines of footballer, Sadio 
Mane knee injury in Dakar on Thursday. Doubts over Senegalese talis-
man Sadio Mane being fit for the World Cup finals had a nation holding 
its collective breath on Wednesday, with Senegal President Macky Sall 
tweeting: “Sadio, heart of a Lion! All my heart is with you!” (AFp)

Ziyech included in Morocco 
squad after missing AFCON

STATS Perform/dPA
DOHA

HaKIm Ziyech has been named 
in morocco’s World Cup squad 
after missing the africa Cup 
of Nations due a fallout with 
the former national team head 
coach.

Vahid Halilhodzic opted to 
leave Chelsea playmaker Ziyech 
out of the squad for last the aF-
CoN at the beginning of this 
year, explaining “Ziyech’s behav-
iour does not fit the selection.” 

Ziyech responded by retir-
ing from international football 
in February, but Halilhodzic’s 
dismissal in august opened the 
door for a possible return. 

New boss Walid Regragui 
reintroduced Ziyech into the 
squad for two friendlies in Sep-
tember, and despite his lack of 
minutes for Chelsea this season, 
the attacker features in moroc-
co’s squad heading to Qatar.

Noussair mazraoui, who 
played alongside Ziyech at ajax, 
is another player Regragui opt-
ed to bring back into the fold af-
ter being exiled by Halilhodzic, 
and the Bayern munich defend-
er makes the World Cup squad.

Centre-back Nayef aguerd 
is in despite missing three 
months with an ankle injury for 
West Ham in pre-season while 

Sevilla forward Youssef en-
Nesyri is also named, Regragui 
undeterred by the striker fail-
ing to find the net in laliga this 
term.

morocco open up their 
World Cup campaign against 
Croatia on November 23 be-
fore facing Belgium four days 
later. Their final Group F match 
comes against Canada. 
Morocco squad: Yassine bou-
nou (Sevilla), Munir el Kajoui (Al 
Wehda), Ahmed reda Tagnaouti 
(Wydad Casablanca); nayef 
Aguerd (West Ham), Yahia Attiat 
Allah (Wydad Casablanca), badr 
benoun (Qatar SC), Achraf Dari 
(Stade brest), Jawad el Yamiq 
(real Valladolid), Achraf Hakimi 
(paris Saint-Germain), nous-
sair Mazraoui (bayern Munich), 
romain Saiss (besiktas); Sofyan 
Amrabat (Fiorentina), Selim 
Amallah (Standard liege), bilal 
el Khannouss (Genk), Yahya 
Jabrane (Wydad Casablanca), 
Azzedine Ounahi (Angers), 
Abdelhamid Sabiri (Sampdoria); 
Zakaria Aboukhlal (Toulouse), 
Soufiane boufal (Angers), ilias 
Chair (Queens park rangers), 
Walid Cheddira (bari), Youssef 
en-nesyri (Sevilla), Abde ez-
zalzouli (Osasuna), Abderrazak 
Hamdallah (Al ittihad), Amine 
Harit (Marseille), Hakim Ziyech 
(Chelsea).

Ronaldo headlines  
Portugal’s squad

STATS Perform/dPA

PaRIS Saint-Germain mid-
fielder Renato Sanches has 
been left out of Portugal’s 
World Cup squad, joining the 
country’s second-most capped 
player Joao moutinho in miss-
ing out on the trip to Qatar.

Sanches has won 32 senior 
caps for Portugal since his 2016 
debut and was named Young 
Player of the Tournament as Por-
tugal clinched their first major 
trophy at the european Champi-
onship in France that year.

However, since swapping 
lille for ligue 1 rivals PSG this 
august, Sanches has struggled 
for game-time, starting just three 
matches in all competitions and 
playing a total of 427 minutes.

Fellow PSG midfielders 
marco Verratti, Vitinha, danilo 
Pereira, Fabian Ruiz, Pablo 
Sarabia and Carlos Soler have 
all made more starts this cam-
paign, leaving Sanches out of 
Fernando Santos’ plans.

Sanches’ PSG team-mates 
Vitinha, Pereira and Nuno 
mendes have all been included in 
Portugal’s squad for the tourna-
ment, where they will face Gha-
na, uruguay and South Korea 
after being drawn into Group H.

meanwhile, fellow mid-

fielder moutinho, whose tally 
of 146 Portugal caps is only 
bettered by Cristiano Ron-
aldo’s remarkable total of 191, 
has been overlooked in favour 
of Wolves team-mates Ruben 
Neves and matheus Nunes.

despite enduring a frus-
trating season with manchester 
united, Ronaldo will captain 
Portugal in Qatar, bidding to 
become the first player to score 
at five separate World Cups.
Portugal squad: Diogo Costa 
(porto), Jose Sa (Wolves), rui 
patricio (roma); Diogo Dalot 
(Manchester United), Joao Can-
celo (Manchester City), Danilo 
pereira (paris Saint-Germain), 
pepe (porto), ruben Dias (Man-
chester City), Antonio Silva 
(benfica), nuno Mendes (paris 
Saint-Germain), raphael Guer-
reiro (borussia Dortmund); Joao 
palhinha (Fulham), ruben neves 
(Wolves), bernardo Silva (Man-
chester City), bruno Fernandes 
(Manchester United), Joao 
Mario (benfica), Matheus nunes 
(Wolves), Otavio (porto), Vitinha 
(paris Saint-Germain), William 
Carvalho (real betis); Andre Silva 
(rb leipzig), Cristiano ronaldo 
(Manchester United), Goncalo ra-
mos (benfica), Joao Felix (Atletico 
Madrid), rafael leao (Milan), 
ricardo Horta (braga).



ICC
AdelAide

Alex Hales and Jos Buttler 
put on an unbeaten stand of 
170 to help england defeat In-
dia by 10 wickets in the second 
semi-final of the ICC Men’s 
T20 World Cup in Adelaide on 
Thursday.

The england opening duo 
made a chase of 169 look like a 
walk in the park as they put on 
a stellar show at the Adelaide 
Oval as they went on the charge 
against the Indian bowlers 
right from the start.

It was Hales, who smashed 
the Indian bowlers earlier in 
the innings as Buttler played 
the second fiddle. But the eng-
lish skipper joined the party in 
the second half of the innings, 
as soon as england got a firm 
grip on the match.

Their partnership helped 
england in chasing down 169 
with all 10 wickets and 24 balls 
to spare. Hales remained un-
beaten on 86 from just 47 de-
liveries while Buttler scored 
80* from 49 deliveries.

The england pair’s partner-
ship passed the previous high-
est opening stand at a Men’s 
T20 World Cup, 152 between 
Mohammad Rizwan and Babar 
Azam, also made against India, 
in 2021.

And the winning runs took 
the english duo to an even big-
ger record. Their combined 170 
is now the highest partnership 
for any wicket at any ICC Men’s 
T20 World Cup.

The record of 166 between 
Sri lanka’s Mahela Jayawarde-
na and Kumar Sangakkara had 
stood for 12 years before Quin-
ton de Kock and Rilee Rossouw 
of South Africa surpassed it by 
two runs against Bangladesh 
earlier in this tournament. But 
De Kock and Rossouw’s stay at 
the top lasted just two weeks.

england captain Buttler 
says that it was the strength of 
england’s batting line-up, as 
well as the aggressive approach 
of his opening partner, that 
gave him so much confidence 

out in the middle.
“We always want to start as 

fast as we can and aggressive. 
Adil Rashid was down at No. 
11 today, and that gives us the 
freedom to come out aggres-
sive, that depth.

“Hales was tough to bowl at 
today, he used the dimensions 
of the ground, and we comple-
ment each other perfectly. He 
was a brilliant partner today.”

Buttler and Hales’ partner-
ship doesn’t come close to trou-
bling the all-time record stand 
in a Men’s T20I, although it 
would have been impossible for 
them to do so given the match 
scenario, with the record being 
236 between Hazratullah Zazai 
and Usman Ghani for Afghani-
stan against Ireland in 2019.

But the openers are now 
up to second in the all-time 
list of english partnerships in 
a Men’s T20I. Dawid Malan 
and eoin Morgan’s 182 against 
New Zealand in Napier in 2019 
remains out in front.

earlier, India had a difficult 
start to their innings as they lost 
the wicket of Kl Rahul early. 

Virat Kohli and Rohit Sharma 
tried to build a partnership but 
some really tight bowling by the 
england bowlers didn’t allow 
them to score at a swift rate. 

Rohit departed for 27 
from 28 deliveries in the ninth 
over of the innings, whereas 
Suryakumar Yadav also per-
ished soon for 14. But Kohli 
and Pandya stuck around and 
took the game deep. Kohli got 
dismissed just after scoring 
his fifty in the 18th over. But 
Pandya carried on and went 
on an onslaught to take India 
to a competitive score of 168/6 
in their 20 overs. Pandya’s ef-
forts helped India in adding 68 
runs in the last five overs, 54 of 
which came from Pandya’s bat.

england’s massive win 
against India has helped them 
in setting up a T20 World Cup 
final clash against Pakistan. 
Both teams finished second 
from their respective groups in 
the Super 12s and their chances 
of securing a semi-final spot at 
one stage looked very unlikely. 
But both sides made a terrific 
comeback not only to reach 

the semis but also to go all 
the way to the finals. The two 
teams last met in a World Cup 
final in 1992, which Pakistan 
won. england will be looking to 
set the record straight now by 
lifting the trophy at the iconic 
MCG in Melbourne.

Fast bowler Mark Wood 
(hip) and key batter Dawid Ma-
lan (groin) were ruled out prior 
to the toss, with veteran seam-
er Chris Jordan and top-order 
batter Phil Salt named as their 
replacements.

His spot in the xI was taken 
by Jordan, who is a veteran of 
82 T20Is and last featured for 
england during their series 
against Australia just prior to 
the start of the T20 World Cup.

Buttler said prior to Thurs-
day’s match, “We’ve got some 
fantastic players who have 
not yet played in the tourna-
ment, and they’re all desperate 
to make their mark if given a 
chance,” Buttler said.
Scores: England 170 for 0 
(Hales 86*, Buttler 80*) beat 
India 168 for 6 (Hardik 63, Kohli 
50, Jordan 3-43) by 10 wickets.

The Ibrahim Saeed Al Malki-owned and trained In The Night began his 
campaign completing a treble and by winning the Al Ghashamiah  
Cup – the feature race of Qatar Racing and Equestrian Club’s (QREC)  
10th Race Meeting at the Al Rayyan Racecourse on Thursday. Under 
Tomas Lukasek, the 5YO bay gelding turned on the afterburners in  
the home straight to go clear at the line in 2000m Conditions for  
3YO+ Thoroughbreds. QREC’s Racing Manager Abdulla Rashid Al 
Kubaisi presented the trophies to the winners. (TNN)

Hales & Buttler show sinks India as 
England set up final with Pakistan

In The nIghT sIzzles To 
wIn Al ghAshAmIAh Cup

TrIbune news neTwork
doHA

BeIN MeDIA GROUP (beIN) 
will launch its revamped beIN 
SPORTS NeWS channel at 
midday Friday (11/11), exact-
ly 11 years after its first-ever 
broadcast. The Middle east and 
North Africa’s (MeNA) leading 
channel for sports news will be 
broadcast from its brand-new, 
state-of-the-art studio, located 
in the heart of Doha.

The Arabic language chan-
nel boasts a new look and feel, 
along with a slogan reflective of 
its approach to news coverage 
- “First Source for the latest 
News.” 

It also features exclusive 
programming, over 40 global 
correspondents, and a world 
class line-up of presenters. This 
refresh will be carried through 
digital channels, streamlined 
for easy navigation for its mil-
lions of followers.  

The channel will deliver 
hourly live news bulletins, 
along with ongoing analysis 
and feature content in crisp 
HD. As part of its aim to ex-
pand access for underrepre-
sented groups, its 20:00 MeC-
CA evening bulletin will also be 
delivered in sign language. 

As the Official Broadcaster 
of the FIFA World Cup Qatar 
2022 across MeNA, content 
for beIN SPORTS NeWS will 
initially focus on tournament-
related news and features. Post 
December 18th, content will 
broaden to encompass the en-
tire sporting world. So, view-
ers can still expect the same 
round-the-clock news bulle-
tins, searing analysis and origi-
nal, engaging content. 

Commenting on the revital-

ised Channel, Mohammed Al-
Bader, Managing Director of 
beIN Channels – MeNA, said: 
“The relaunch of beIN SPORTS 
NeWS marks an exciting new 
chapter for us at beIN. We are 
relentless in our efforts to pro-
vide our audiences with an un-
matched viewing experience, 
particularly as we approach the 
kick-off of the greatest show 
on earth. However, our ambi-
tions extend far beyond FIFA 
World Cup Qatar 2022, and we 
continue to evolve and diver-
sify our content. The relaunch 
of this 24-hour news channel 
will see us unanimously viewed 
as the primary news source for 
the latest in sport.”

In a first look before the of-
ficial launch, media toured the 
premises and met with CeO of 
beIN MeNA, Mohammad Al 

Subaie, who welcomed them 
to the brand-new state-of-the-
art studio, as well as Director 
of News,  Mohammed Ammor 
and Manager of News Output, 
Ali Al-Mosllamani, who out-
lined the vision and mission 
of the refreshed channel and 
provided a detailed overview of 
what to expect.  

First source for latest news
The channel’s new slogan 
speaks to its focus on deliver-
ing the news as it happens – 
with immediate coverage of 
breaking stories in the world 
of sports.  Meanwhile, a ros-
ter of reporters providing on 
the ground coverage, will use  
“First in, last out” – for tourna-
ments and large-scale events, a 
slogan indicative of a commit-
ment to cover all the news- and 

reactions.
The refreshed channel will 
provide viewers with hourly news 
bulletins, in addition to live and 
pre-recorded content. in the run 
up to and during the FiFA World 
Cup Qatar 2022 (November 11th 
– december 18th), programming 
will broadly include the following:
• dedicated FiFA World Cup 
Qatar 2022TM news bulletins 
covering all tournament-related 
breaking news. 
• ongoing live coverage related 
to the tournament, including 
team training sessions, footage 
from fan zones, coverage directly 
from teams’ hotels, and much, 
much more. 
• Scheduled programming 
throughout the day. Some high-
lights include:
• Huna Qatar, a three-hour morn-
ing program which reviews all the 

action from the previous even-
ing, allowing viewers to catch 
up on anything they may have 
missed. 
• “World Cup Numbers”: A de-
tailed look at fascinating statis-
tics and records of the players, 
teams, and matches.
• “i Am the World Cup” which 
considers the World Cup from 
the perspective of the fans.
• “doha Time Show”: The 
traditions and culture of Qatar, 
including tourism attractions, 
interesting facts, and more. 
• ongoing coverage from beiN 
SPoRTS NeWS social media 
feeds will keep followers abreast 
of the latest developments, with 
a brand-new colour coding sys-
tem allowing for easy navigation 
of the news as follows: 
• Green: end of match results 
will follow «end of Match».
• Yellow: live stories will be 
under «Happening Now».
• Red: Non-exclusive news 
stories from our reporters/
sources, will appear next to «lat-

est News».
• Purple: exclusive news stories 
from our reporters/sources will 
appear next to «First Source».

New & Familiar Faces
beIN SPORTS NeWS boasts a 
wide network of correspond-
ents, both within Qatar and 
around the globe. The new 
channel will see some fresh 
new faces introduced to beIN 
SPORTS’ roster of presenters, 
in addition to some much-
loved veterans. 

Abdurrahman Ajjour, Na-
begh Nasruddeen, Mohan-
nad Al Ramini, Khouloud 
Noui, Stephany Saad, Nirvana 
elabd, and Hussam Haddad, 
join beIN stalwarts Mouhib 
Ben Chouikha, Youssef Ait 
el Haj, Amine Sebti, Firas Al 
Jamal, Mohammad Kidan, 
Jamal Alhasani, Natalie Ran-
tissi, Areej Sleem, Assia Ab-
dullah, Jehad Yousef, Hamad 
Jassim, Islam Al Barqawi, and 
Hashim Al Sada.

beIN SPORTS news channel launches new slogan 
and brand from state-of-the-art new studio
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 The Middle East and North Africa’s (MENA) leading channel for sports news will be broadcast from its brand-
new, state-of-the-art studio, located in the heart of Doha.

The new channel will see some fresh new faces introduced to beIN 
SPORTS’ roster of presenters, in addition to some much-loved veterans. 

England’s Captain Jos Buttler (R) and Alex Hales celebrate their win during the ICC men’s Twenty20 World Cup 
2022 semi-final match against India at The Adelaide Oval in Adelaide, Australia, on Thursday. (AFP) 

CoSTA Rica were set to leave for the World Cup later on Thursday after 
beating Nigeria 2-0 in a tune-up game for the Qatar tournament the 
previous night. oscar duarte opened the scoring in the seventh minute 
and Kendall Watson wrapped up matters in San Jose in the 73rd against 
Nigeria who had failed to qualify for the World Cup. Coach luis Fernando 
Suarez did not have all World Cup players on board, with for instance 
their Paris Saint-Germain goalkeeper Keylor Navas to join at a later stage. 
Navas and veteran captain Bryan Ruiz were part of the Costa Rica team 
that reached the quarter-finals in 2014 and were eliminated there on 
penalties against the Netherlands. The team was to depart on Thursday 
for Kuwait and a last tune-up match is set for next week Thursday in 
Baghdad against iran before they arrive in Qatar the following day. Costa 
Rica then play their first group match against Spain on November 23, 
with Japan and Germany the other opponents. Suarez’ team had quali-
fied by beating New Zealand in an intercontinental play-off. (DPA)

Costa Rica beat nigeria 2-0, heading to world Cup

 Quick read



Nation

Qatar Postal Services Com-
pany (Qatar Post) has an-
nounced the launch of the 
FIFa World Cup Qatar 2022 
Official Match Ball stamp set. 

this comes as part of the 
agreement with FIFa under 
which Qatar Post became the 
official licencee for stamps cat-
egory for the tournament that 
will be hosted by Qatar this 

year. Similar to the previous is-
sues, the launch of the Official 
Match Ball stamp set comes in 
co-operation with FIFa and for 
the official match ball issue its 
sponsor adidas, and within the 
Qatar Posts mandate to docu-
ment all events, celebrations 
and preparations managed by 
Qatar to host the upcoming 
tournament.

SanthoSh Chandran
DOHA

EnaMav Kettungal Welfare 
association (EKWa), an Indi-
an expatriate forum, organised 
a glittering procession at Cor-
niche recently to highlight the 
much-awaited FIFa World Cup 
Qatar 2022 and pay tribute to 
Qatar for its efforts in organis-
ing the tournament.

the procession was attend-
ed by more than 500 people to 
appreciate Qatar’s initiative in 
sports and its arab tradition 
of hospitality. General Secre-
tary of Indian Sports Centre 
(ISC) tS Sreenivas flagged off 
the procession. the members 
of the forum wearing Qatar’s 
football team’s jersey marched 
towards Corniche road from 
Flag Plaza as the people who 
came to the area for leisure,  

joined the parade.
Speaking to Qatar Tribune, 

President of the forum rasheed 
Khalid said, “We are very much 
delighted to be part and be in-
volved in this global event. We 
have planned a month-long 
programme to promote the 

spirit of football both in Doha 
and our village back in India.”

the members of the forum 
hail from a waterfront village 
in thrissur District of Southern 
Indian state of Kerala. the fo-
rum has a strength of over 500 
members, including women, 

who are very active in sports 
and social services. the parade 
at Corniche was led by Muneer 
abu, Muhammad raffi, Safeer 
Sidiq, PH rasheed, anas Ha-
meed, KS Mashood, Sabeena 
abdul aziz, raziya althaff and 
ansija Mushthaq.

Q Post launches Qatar 2022 
Official Match Ball stamp set

Indian forum organises procession at 
Corniche to highlight FIFA World Cup

‘Health Through My Lens’ exhibition opens for public viewing at Education City
tribune newS network

DOHA

tHE Sport for Health Photog-
raphy Exhibition, titled ‘Health 
through My Lens’, was officially 
opened in Education City’s Oxy-
gen Park by Sheikh Dr  Moham-
ed bin Hamad al-thani, direc-
tor of Public Health Department 
at the Ministry of Public Health 
(MoPH), in the presence of rep-
resentatives from partner organi-
sations. the exhibition aims to 
showcase healthy lifestyle choices 
through photography. 

It is an initiative of the Sport 
for Health partnership between 
the MoPH, World Health Or-
ganization (WHO), FIFa and 
Supreme Committee for Delivery 
& Legacy (SC). the three-year 
partnership aims to ensure that 
FIFa World Cup 2022, the first 
to be held in the Middle East, is 
healthy and safe and serves as a 
benchmark to deliver future im-
pactful, sustainable and health-
promoting mega sport events. 

Sheikh Dr  al-thani said the 
exhibition was an excellent way 
to engage the public in think-
ing more about their health and 
wellbeing and the importance of 

sport for health. “Health affects 
everyone and we each have our 
own interpretation of what health 
means to us. Photography is an 
amazing medium to get people 
actively engaged in public and 
productive discourse about the 
contributing factors to better 
health.”

Dr rayana Bou Haka, WHO 
representative in Qatar, said: 
“Sport and health are intrinsi-
cally linked, and this partnership 
uses the FIFa World Cup 2022 
as a catalyst to raise awareness 
of health and stimulate positive 
change in people’s lifestyle choic-

es. the WHO is delighted to have 
partnered with Qatar’s Ministry 
of Public Health and partner or-
ganizations of the Healthy FIFa 
World Cup Qatar 2022 initiative 
to support this exhibition.”

the Sport for Health photog-
raphy exhibition brings together 
two elements: One is a series of 
winning photos from a public 
competition and the other is a 
visual representation of the Sport 
and Health initiative. thirteen 
winning photos were selected by 
an international panel of judges 
based on originality, creativ-
ity and relevance to the Sport for 

Health concepts. an additional 
set of images and messages un-
derpin the Sport for Health initia-
tive that seeks to promote physi-
cal and mental health. 

nasser al Khori, executive 
director at Generation amaz-
ing Foundation, SC, said the 
exhibition is an example of how 
community can be engaged in 
creative ways to advocate for ac-
tive lifestyles and foster healthy 
dialogue. “at Generation amaz-
ing, we believe strongly that 
sports, particularly football, can 
not only foster healthy lifestyles, 
but help build one’s individual 

capacity in addition to strength-
ening relationships by bringing 
people together from all walks 
of life under a common interest 
and goal. Sport offers people a 
fantastic platform to improve 
their physical health, mental 
wellbeing, and social develop-
ment.”

the competition was open to 
anyone in Qatar. the outdoor ex-
hibition is hosted by Qatar Foun-
dation and expected to be open 
to the public for at least three 
months. the artists whose win-
ning photographs are displayed 
in the exhibition were invited to 

join the opening and received 
recognition from Ministry repre-
sentatives.

Sultana afdhal, CEO of the 
World Innovation Summit for 
Health, Qatar Foundation, ex-
plained why the Foundation was 
happy to co-host the exhibition: 
“Qatar Foundation is passionate 
about promoting healthy life-
styles and wellbeing for a hap-
pier and healthier society and 
this exhibition, which highlights 
the vital role that sport and art 
can play as a vehicle for positive 
change, will contribute to that 
vision.”

Sheikh Dr Mohamed bin Hamad Al-Thani said the exhibition was an excellent way to engage the public in thinking more about their wellbeing and the importance of sport for health. 

PM INSPECTS BARAHAT AL JANOUB, MADINATNA PROJECTS

AL ATTIyAH INSPECTS WORLD CUP SECURITy PREPARATIONS

Prime Minister and Minister of Interior HE Sheikh Khalid bin Khalifa bin Abdulaziz Al Thani paid an inspection visit to Barahat Al Janoub and Madinatna projects in Al Wakrah city on Thursday. During the visit, the prime 
minister inspected the two projects and their public facilities, including the services provided by the two projects in preparation for FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 tournament. He also met with several security forces of 
friendly countries participating in the security of the tournament. The prime minister was accompanied by a host of ministers and senior officials. (QNA)

As part of the Ministry of Defence’s preparations to host the FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022, Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of State for Defence Affairs HE Dr Khalid bin Mohammed AI Attiyah, paid a field visit to Umm 
Al Houl Naval Base to ensure the readiness of Qatari Amiri Naval Forces to secure the tournament. During the inspection tour, Dr Al Attiyah was briefed on the preparations to secure the global event before proceeding to 
visit the National Shield Centre. (TNN)
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Prime Minister and Minister of Interior HE Sheikh Khalid bin Khalifa bin Abdulaziz Al Thani inaugurated the new expansion of Hamad International Airport (HIA) on Thursday. The prime minister toured the new passenger 
terminals and was briefed on their capacities in terms of receiving incoming and departing passengers, as well as the modern system used. He was also briefed on the various facilities and equipment and the related 
development in all operational processes in order to receive travellers, Qatar’s guests and fans of the FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022. The prime minister was accompanied by a number of ministers and senior officials. (QNA)

PM unveils HaMad Port visitor Center, launCHes Mwanina systeM
Prime Minister and Minister of Interior 
HE Sheikh Khalid bin Khalifa bin Ab-
dulaziz Al Thani inaugurated the Hamad 
Port Visitor Center on Thursday.
The prime minister inspected the various 
facilities of the centre, which include the 
first aquarium in Qatar, a marine mu-
seum, in addition to a multipurpose hall 
equipped with the latest technological 
devices and interactive simulators.
He also launched the Port Community 
System (PCS) ‘Mwanina’, an electronic 
platform that allows a smart and secure 
exchange of information between con-
cerned persons and authorities related 
to the port, and contributes to the im-
provement of import and development 
operations, making them more efficient 
and less costly. The prime minister was 
accompanied by a number of ministers 
and senior officials.  (QNA)

‘Hamad Port Visitor 
Center will educate 
visitors about Qatar’s 
maritime heritage’

Qna 
Doha

Minister of transport and 
Chairman of Qatar Ports Man-
agement Company (Mwani 
Qatar) He Jassim bin saif Al 
sulaiti has said that the open-
ing of the Hamad Port Visi-
tor Center will contribute to 
educating current and future 
generations and introducing 
visitors and the world to the 
history and heritage of Qatar 
in the field of maritime naviga-
tion and trade, across the seas 
over a long period of time.

the minister said the cen-
tre will support the country’s 
efforts in preserving this his-
torical heritage through its 
integrated facilities that em-
body all aspects of the Qatari 
maritime heritage and its de-
velopment over time, towards 
achieving the objectives of Qa-
tar national Vision 2030.

He added that the centre 
will also highlight Hamad Port, 
the vision, resources, commit-
ment and great determination 
to complete one of the largest 
and most prestigious projects 
in the country.

the centre is distinguished 
by the presence of an aquarium 
for marine life, which includes 
17 aquariums of different sizes 
and contains 80 species of fish 
and marine organisms, with a 
total of 3,063 marine organ-
isms. it will also play an im-
portant role in disseminating 
marine culture and knowledge 
for visitors, as it features rare 
fish that connect them men-
tally with the Umm Al Houl 
environment, in which Hamad 
Port is located in particular, 
and Qatar’s marine environ-
ment in general.

the centre also contains 
the Maritime Museum, which 
tells the history of Qatar and 
displays paintings of ancient 
ways of living in Qatar, in addi-
tion to the stories of maritime 
trade and its development 
through the ages, the innova-
tion of containers and the de-
velopment of ships, and the 
operational processes in Ham-
ad Port and its importance, es-
pecially as it is equipped with 
advanced interactive screens, 
which provides simulation of 
many activities, such as ma-
rine life, port operation, ship 

driving etc.
talking about the launch 

of the Port Community system 
(PCs) ‘Mwanina’, the minister 
said the new system is part of 
the ministry’s plans to pro-
vide an efficient and effective 
network of smart commercial 
ports, integrated with other 
means of transportation, to 
link the local economy with 
global markets, in line with the 
objectives of Qatar national 
Vision 2030.

He said the Mwanina sys-
tem, which contributes to fa-
cilitating the entry of ships in 
general, keeps pace with the 
country’s plans to transform 
Qatar into a vibrant regional 
commercial centre, by facili-
tating commercial operations 
and enhancing their efficiency 
according to the highest stand-
ards of security and safety.

For his part, Mwani Qatar 
CeO Captain Abdullah Mo-
hammed Al Khanji said the 
new system will facilitate the 
exchange of information be-
tween exporters, importers, 
shipping lines and all port 
stakeholders, through a single 
point of contact that saves us-
ers time and effort, pointing 
out that so far, 141 shipping 
and customs clearance com-
panies and shipping agencies 
have been registered with the 
new system.

Khanji stressed that Mwani 
Qatar constantly seeks to in-
vest in advanced technological 
innovations, which bring enor-
mous benefits to the trading 
community. 

the Port Community sys-
tem (PCs) is an electronic plat-
form that allows smart and se-
cure exchange of information 
between stakeholders and var-
ious port-related authorities, 
which contributes to making 
the import and export opera-
tions more efficient and effec-
tive in terms of time and cost.

the system will support 
green initiatives by reducing 
reliance on paper, eliminating 
manual intervention, delays 
and errors that result from it, 
which contributes to raising 
performance and productiv-
ity indicators and supports the 
national economy and com-
mercial movement along with 
the development of logistics 
services in Qatar.

PRIME MINISTER INAUGURATES HIA’S NEW EXPANSION
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