
49 Days to go

You cannot compare warm-ups with 
World Cup games.  – Manuel Neuer, 
Germany goalkeeper and captain
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THE curtain will come down, 
later today, on the Qatar Rac-
ing and Equestrian Club 
(QREC)-sponsored Qatar Prix 
de l’Arc de Triomphe and the 
2022 renewal of the Weekend 
is exceptional by all means, be-
ing held just a few weeks before 
the start of the FIFA World Cup 
Qatar 2022, whose spirit has 
been prevailing in Paris in as-
sociation with the world-class 
racing Weekend.

Superb racing action con-
tinued on Saturday with the 
first races of the weekend run 
at ParisLongchamp. Qatari-
owned Arabians continued 
their excellence, which they 
started on Friday at Saint 
Cloud, with Mohamed bin Fa-
had Al Attiyah’s Sahab, landing 
another prestigious Gr1 vic-
tory for Qatar as she won the 
Qatar Arabian Trophy des Ju-
ments with Al Wasmiyah Rac-
ing’s Monda finishing runner 
-up in another Qatari one-two 
following the one scored by Al 
Shaqab Racing at Saint Cloud 
on Friday.

As part of the events on 
Sunday, Qatar Tourism/Visit 
Qatar, Qatar Airways, the 
Mandarin Oriental Hotel and 
QREC will offer a prize for the 
raffle to be conducted during 
the day. The prize package in-
cludes two Business class tick-
ets on the world’s best airline, 
Qatar Airways, a four-night full 
board luxury stay at the Man-
darin Oriental Hotel, tours in 
Doha and safari and hospitality 
during the races of the HH The 
Amir Sword Festival 2023 at Al 
Rayyan Racecourse. 

The raffle will be limited 
to the racegoers at ParisLong-
champ and they will need to fill 
online forms to enter the raffle.

The card at ParisLong-
champ includes two iconic 
events, namely, the Qatar Prix 
de l’Arc de Triomphe with a 
total purse of 5 million Euros 
on the line and the Qatar Ara-
bian World Cup, which offers 
total prize-money of a million 
Euros.

AL HAKEEM and the 
dream in biggest challenge 20 
runners from France, Britain, 
Ireland, Germany and Japan 
will be vying for the Qatar Prix 
de l’Arc de Triomphe title over 
2400m. Al Shaqab Racing will 
be represented by Al Hakeem. 

The 3-year-old colt will be rid-
den by Cristian Demuro for 
trainer Jean-Claude Rouget. 
He has won four, including a 
Gr2 of a total of six starts so far 
and finished second in a Gr1. 
He will face a tough opposition 
though as the German-trained 
Torquator Tasso, the defending 
champion, puts his crown on 
the line, with Lanfranco Dettori 
now in the plate. 

The Irish 3-y- old Luxem-
bourg and the 5-y-old British 
mare Alpinista have strong 
hopes as well, with French 
hopes resting principally on 
Onesto and Vadeni.

Qatar Arabian World Cup 
16 of the world’s best Arabians 
will contest for the Qatar Ara-
bian Word Cup over 2000m.

Nine of these represent Qa-
tari owners and hopes are high 
to maintain Qatar’s dominance 
on the event. 

The nine runners are Khali-
fa bin Sheail Al Kuwari’s HADI 
DE CARRERE, Al Shaqab Rac-

ing’s MWARID; HH Sheikh 
Abdullah bin Khalifa Al Thani’s 
ABBES; HH Sheikh Moham-
med Bin Khalifa Al Thani’s 
KHATEE;, Abdullah bin Fa-
had Ah Al Attiyah’s DJAFAR; 
HE Sharida Al Kaabi’s FIRST 
CLASSS; HE Sheikha Reem 
bint Mohammed bin Khalifa 
Al Thani’s EBRAZ; and HE 
Sheikha Reem bint Moham-
med bin Khalifa Al Thani’s 
Hoggar De L’ardus.

Prix de l’Opera Longines 
Place Du Carrousel in Al 
Shaqab Racing’s colours 
The fifth race in the card will be 
for 3YO+ fillies and mare in the 
Gr1 Prix de l’Opera Longines 
over 2000, which has a purse of 
500,000 Euros. The Al Shaqab 
Racing and Ballylinch Stud- 
owned PLACE DU CARROUSEL 
will be trying her second attempt 
at Gr1 level in her only sixth start. 
She has won two, one of them 
was a Gr2, of her five starts and 
finished second in a Gr1.

Sahab lands GR.1  
in superb style
Unlucky not to have already 
scored on the biggest stage, the 
talented four-year-old, pure-
bred Arabian Sahab (Af Alba-
har) successfully carried the 
silks of Mohamed bin Fahad 
Al Attiyah to victory when tak-
ing the Gr.1 (PA) Qatar Arabian 
Trophy des Juments (reserved 
to four-year-old’s).

Trained by Thomas Fourcy 
and ridden to success for the 
QREC-sponsored Gr.1 (PA) 
by Mickael Barzalona, Sahab 
is now a winner at the highest 
level following and takes her 
career total to four victories 
from only ten starts.

An agonizingly narrow sec-
ond at Saint Cloud in Gr.1 (PA) 
company last term over the 
same 2000m distance, Sahab 
travelled sublimely throughout 
the contest and cruised into the 
lead inside the final 200m. With 
extremely little fuss, the four-
year-old crossed the line a length 

clear of Al Wasmiyah Racing’s 
Monda (No Risk Al Maury), 
with Athbah Stud’’s Sultana (Af 
Al Buraq) back in third.

HE Issa bin Mohammed Al 
Mohannadi, QREC Chairman, 
crowned the winners.

Qatar Prix Chaudenay 
Al Qareem (Awtaad) took the 
QREC-sponsored Gr.2 Prix 
De Chaudenay. Sporting the 
silks of successful owner Nick 
Bradley Racing, who owns the 
gelding in partnership with his 
trainer Karl Burke, Al Qareem 
was ridden by Ryan Moore. 
He tracked the early leader 
Whileyouweresleeping (Gold-
en Horn) through the early 
stages. Travelling well into the 
straight, Al Qareem was pulled 
out wide to challenge and hit 
the front inside the final 300m.

Resolute, the gelding held 
on to score by a nose from Sober 
(Camelot), while Duke De Sessa.

Bader Mohamed Al Darwish, 
QREC Acting CEO, presented 
the trophies to the winners.

Sea La Rosa too good in 
Qatar Prix De Royallieu
Sea La Rosa (Sea The Stars) 
continued her stellar season 
by winning the QREC spon-
sored Gr.1 Prix de Royallieu. 
The Sunderland Holdings Inc 
owned Sea La Rosa capped 
a monumental season with 
an impressive success in the 
2800m Gr.1 contest under a 
fantastic ride from Tom Mar-
quand. Taking on nine talent-
ed rivals, the William Haggas 
trainee was tucked in behind 
the early leader Ottilien (Holy 
Roman Emperor), who set a 
strong gallop.

Switching out to challenge 
early in the straight, Sea La Rosa 
took control of the race and went 
on to score by a length from Jan-
nah Flower (Olympic Glory), 
with Ottilien holding on for third. 
Khaled bin Mohammed Al Ali, 
QREC Board Member, presented 
the trophies to the winners.

Kypriois clears away to 
Paris success

An incredible spectacle, the 
QREC-sponsored Gr.1 Prix du 
Cadran went the way of the in-
credibly talented Kyprios (Gali-
leo) who ran out a wide margin 
winner of the €300,000 contest. 

Trained by Aiden O’Brien 
and carrying the colours of 
Moyglare Stud, who own the 
four-year-old in partnership 
with Magnier, Tabor, Smith 
and Westerberg, Kyprios firmly 
secured his position as one of 
the most talented long distance 
horses in the world with a stun-
ning victory in the 4000m con-
test, sponsored by Qatar. 

Kyprios never looked in 
trouble from flag fall and 
turned into the straight under 
restraint from Ryan Moore. 

Extending his advantage 
in the straight, Kyprios pulled 
clear of his rivals and despite 
wandering violently towards 
the paddock exit inside the 
closing stages, he ran out a 
20-length winner over Almaca-
do Gree (Domedriver) in sec-
ond, with Tashkhan (Born To 
Sea) securing third place.

HE Issa bin Mohammed Al 
Mohannadi, QREC Chairman, 
crowned the winners.

Anmaat takes Qatar Prix 
Dollar on French debut
A red-letter day for both trainer 
Owen Burrows and his talented 
four-year-old Anmaat (Aw-
taad), as the pair recorded their 
first French success when win-
ning the QREC sponsored Gr.2 
Prix Dollar. 

The Shadwell Estates 
owned four-year-old gelding 
stalked the leaders towards 
mid-division through the early 
stages and travelled well in 
the 12-runner contest. Early in 
the straight, Anmaat was able 
to coast up to the leaders and 
once switched wide, he took 
over inside the final 200m. 

Despite being headed by 
Junko (Intello), the gelding 
battled back to score by a head, 
with the Simon and Ed Cris-
ford trained West Wind Blows  
(Teofilo) finishing a further 
four lengths back.

Sahab wins Gr1 Qatar Trophy for Al Attiyah
Biggest challenge in 

Qatar Prix de l’Arc de 
Triomphe today ;   

Al Hakeem carries Al 
Shaqab Racing’s hopes

Brazil, France and Argentina among favourites to win Qatar 2022 
IKOLI VICTOR

DOHA

BRAZIL are the bookmak-
ers’ favourite to win the FIFA 
World Cup Qatar 2022; the 
longest odds on a Seleçao vic-
tory in Qatar were 9/2 on Fri-
day, according to Oddschecker. 
Obviously, no discussion of 
the main contenders is com-
plete without mentioning the 
five-time champions - but, to 
be honest, they’ve been more 
of a quarter-final team since 
their last World Cup triumph 
in 2002. Brazil has been elimi-
nated in the last eight of three 
of the four tournaments that 
have followed their victories 
in Japan and South Korea. The 
only time they advanced past 
the quarterfinals was on home 
soil in 2014, and they were 
humiliated by Germany in the 
semi-finals.

Brazil are the in form team 
heading into Qatar 2022. The 
Seleçao have won six of their 
last six matches, winning five 
of them by three goals or more, 
scoring 22 goals and conced-
ing only two. Recent victories 

include 5-1 victories over Tu-
nisia and South Korea, Ghana 
3-0 as well as 4-0 victories over 
Chile and Bolivia. Japan are 
the only side that came close 
to stopping Brazil in June, los-
ing 1-0 to a late Neymar pen-
alty in Tokyo. Neymar of Paris 
Saint-Germain and Richarlison 
of Tottenham Hotspur are the 
top scorers this period, each 
with four goals. Neymar’s four 
goals have all come from pen-
alty kicks.

The best bet on France win-
ning the World Cup is 33/5, 
making them the second fa-
vourite. When you consider 
that Didier Deschamps’ men 
are the tournament holders, 
that’s not surprising. Further-
more, they are a country that 
produces talent like it’s out of 
style - just ask Real Madrid, 
who have four Frenchmen in 
their squad, including talis-
manic Karim Benzema. PSG’s 
French connection in Le Blues 
is led by Kylian Mbappe.

France’s recent results have 
been highly suspect. They have 
only won one of their last six 
games and were lucky to avoid 

relegation from the top tier of 
the UEFA Nations League ear-
lier this month. In Group A1, 
they were defeated at home and 
away by Denmark, and they 
were defeated in Paris by Croa-
tia. n recent World Cup history, 
France have had a fairly all-or-
nothing tendency. Winners in 
1998 and 2018, they failed to 
qualify in ‘90 and ‘94, and suf-
fered group-stage meltdowns 
in 2002 and 2010. 

Including Les Bleus’ open-
ing-round exit 20 years ago, 
four out of the last five defend-
ing champions have gone out of 
the following World Cup at the 
first hurdle. 

It really shouldn’t become 
five out of six: drawn in a group 
with Denmark, Australia and 
Tunisia, France surely have 
too much for the latter two, at 
least. But on current form, who 
knows?

Argentina are two-time 
world champions, though you 
have to go a little further back 
in time - 36 years, to be exact 
- to find their most recent victo-
ry. According to Oddschecker, 
the best odds on an Albiceleste 
victory in Qatar are currently 
38/5. Argentina have evolved 
into a team with realistic title 
aspirations since Lionel Scalo-
ni took over in the aftermath 
of that disastrous campaign in 
Russia. 

The South Americans won 
their first Copa América since 
1993 in 2021, after embark-
ing on an unbeaten run that 
continues to this day. Scaloni’s 
men have now gone 35 games 
without losing, putting them 
within striking distance of It-
aly’s world-record streak of 37 
games without losing, set be-
tween 2018 and 2021.

Paulo Scaloni’s men easily 
qualified from South America, 
and Argentina enter the World 
Cup with skipper Lionel Messi 
in top form after a difficult 
first season at Paris Saint-Ger-
main. Messi has 10 goals and 
eight assists in 13 appearances 

for club and country so far in 
2022/23. His braces against 
Honduras and Jamaica have 
put the PSG man in the right 
frame of mind to win the one 
trophy that has eluded him 
ahead of what is likely to be his 
final World Cup.

England are another can-
didate for the World Cup; as 
many people are unaware of 
this. The Three Lions enter the 
tournament in doubtful - if not 
utterly poor shape. They have 
failed to win in six consecu-
tive matches, all of which came 
in a Nations League campaign 
that resulted in relegation from 
League A. Given their last per-
formance in Russia 2018, the 
bookies appear to believe they 
can produce something spe-
cial, as the longest odds on an 
English World Cup victory are 
currently 17/2, placing them 
fourth in the betting.

Spain are 9/1, Germany 
are 11/1, the Netherlands 29/2, 
Portugal 16/1, Belgium 18/1, 
and Denmark are 35/1 to win 
the trophy on December 18th 
at the iconic Lusail Stadium in 
Qatar.

Brazil’s Neymar (C) celebrates scoring his team’s third goal during the 
friendly against Tunisia at the Parc des Princes in Paris on Thursday. (AFP)

Qatar Racing and Equestrian Club’s Chairman Issa bin Mohammed Al Mohannadi with the connection of  
Sahab after Mohamed bin Fahad Al Attiyah’s four-year-old won the Gr.1 (PA) Qatar Arabian Trophy des  
Juments at the ParisLongchamp racecourse on Saturday. (Pics: Scoopdyga) 

QREC Acting CEO Bader Mohamed Al Darwish (5th right) presented the trophies to the Al Qareem (Awtaad) 
team which took the QREC-sponsored Prix De Chaudenay.

Mickael Barzalona rides Mohamed bin Fahad Al Attiyah’s Sahab to 
victory in the Qatar Arabian Trophy des Juments during the QREC-spon-
sored Qatar Prix de l’Arc de Triomphe at ParisLongchamp on Saturday.



Sports

Despite defeat Union Berlin, maintain 
Bundesliga lead as Dortmund falter

DPA
BERLIN

UNION Berlin suffered a first 
season defeat on Saturday but 
retained the Bundesliga lead be-
cause Borussia Dortmund also 
lost a week ahead of their pres-
tigious duel with Bayern Munich.

Dortmund fell 3-2 in Cologne 
after leading 1-0 from Julian 
Brandt. The hosts hit back within 
three minutes after the break 
from Florian Kainz and former 
Dortmund player Steffen Tigges, 
Dejan Ljubicic got their third, 
and Tom Rothe a late second for 
Dortmund.

Union lost 2-0 at Eintracht 
Frankfurt but are still top, on 
goal difference over Freiburg who 
won 2-1 against Mainz.

Bayern and Dortmund are 
two points back ahead of their Oc-
tober 8 showdown in Dortmund. 

Ten-time reigning champions 
Bayern ended a mini crisis 4-0 
against lowly Bayer Leverkusen 
on Friday.

In Cologne, Dortmund cap-
tain Jude Bellingham set up 
Brandt nicely between two de-
fenders to slot home the opening 

goal in the 31st minute.
But the hosts reversed mat-

ters when Kainz levelled in the 
53rd and his corner three min-
utes later was headed home by 
Tigges at the near post. 

Ljubicic seemed to have 
wrapped up matters with a curl-

ing shot into the far right corner 
with 20 minutes left but Cologne 
had to sweat it out after Rothe’s 
seemingly attemped cross took a 
deflection into the net over goal-
keeper Marvin Schwäbe.

In Freiburg, Michael Grego-
ritsch scored the first and set up 
Daniel-Kofi Kyereh for the sec-
ond. Aaron Martin Caricol was on 
target for Mainz after the break.

Elsewhere, Timo Werner 
ended a weeks-long drought 
with a brace and reported Chel-
sea target Christopher Nkunku 
also netted twice - and missed a 
penalty - as RB Leipzig trounced 
Bochum 4-0 in the first match 
for new coach Thomas Laetsch 
at the bottom club.  Wolfsburg 
got a last-gasp 3-2 win over win-
less VfB Stuttgart from Yannick 
Gerhardt while Werder Bremen 
host Borussia Mönchengladbach 
in the late game. 

Frankfurt’s team celebrates after the Bundesliga match in Frankfurt. AFP)

DPA
BERLIN

SECOND-HALF goals from 
Gabriel Jesus and Granit 
Xhaka fired Premier League 
leaders Arsenal to a 3-1 win 
over 10-man Tottenham in an 
entertaining North London 
Derby on Saturday.

Arsenal were rewarded for 
a bright start when Thomas 
Partey produced a stunning 
long-range finish after 20 min-
utes, but Harry Kane swiftly 
levelled with a penalty. 

The impressive Gunners 
hit the front again when Je-
sus bundled home following 
Hugo Lloris’ mistake, and Tot-
tenham’s hopes of a comeback 
were dashed when Emerson 
Royal was sent off.  

Xhaka then drilled into the 
bottom-right corner as Mikel 
Arteta’s rampant side moved 
four points clear of Manchester 
City and consigned their fierce 
rivals to a first Premier League 
defeat of the season.

Both goalkeepers were called 
into action during a lively start, 
with Lloris tipping Gabriel Mar-
tinelli’s fierce volley onto his 
right-hand post before Aaron 
Ramsdale clawed Richarlison’s 
effort away from the bottom-
right corner.

Arsenal enjoyed the better 
of the early exchanges and took 
a deserved lead when Partey 
curled an excellent first-time 
strike into the top-right corner 
from outside the area. But the 
Gunners contrived to gift Tot-
tenham an equaliser after 31 
minutes, with Kane stroking 
home his 44th London derby 
goal from the penalty spot af-
ter Gabriel Magalhaes clumsily 
felled Richarlison.

Arsenal required just four 
minutes of the second half to 
move back into the lead, as Llo-
ris pushed Bukayo Saka’s tame 
shot straight to Jesus, who grate-
fully prodded home.

Jesus missed a good chance 
to extend Arsenal’s lead when 
he failed to convert a header 
three minutes later, but Spurs’ 
task was made far more difficult 
when Emerson saw red for a 
reckless challenge on Martinelli.

Emerson’s dismissal al-
lowed Arsenal to push forward 
in search of a third goal, and 
they made the points safe when 
Xhaka fired a low finish beyond 
Lloris from inside the box.

Elsewhere, Leandro Tros-
sard scored a hat-trick to earn a 
3-3 draw for Brighton and Hove 
Albion in a thriller against Liver-
pool at Anfield on Saturday.

Trossard’s double in the 

opening 17 minutes put the visi-
tors in command in head coach 
Roberto De Zerbi’s first game 
in charge. Liverpool hit back 
through Roberto Firmino before 
the break and the Brazil striker 
equalised early in the second half 
of a pulsating Premier League 
encounter.

Adam Webster’s own goal 
put Liverpool ahead for the first 
time, but Trossard completed 
his treble with seven minutes of 
normal time remaining to give 
Brighton a deserved point.

Firmino showed great com-
posure to equalise on the break 
nine minutes into the second 
half.  The turnaround looked 
complete when Sanchez paid 
the price for flapping at Alex-
ander-Arnold’s corner, with 
the unfortunate Webster turning 
into his own net. Yet Brighton 
continued to pose a huge threat 
and, after Alisson denied Wel-
beck, Trossard sealed his hat-
trick by superbly converting a 
left-wing cross.
Premier League Results
Arsenal 3  Tottenham 1
Liverpool 3  Brighton 3
Bournemouth  0 Brentford 0
Crystal Palace  1 Chelsea 2  
Fulham 1 Newcastle 4   
Liverpool   3 Brighton   3 
Southampton 1  Everton 2        
West Ham  2  Wolves 0 

Brilliant Arsenal beat ten-man 
Spurs to go four points clear

Roma’s Smalling header inflicts 
more damage on Inter Milan

DPA
BERLIN

CHRIS Smalling’s header saw 
Roma come from behind to beat 
Inter in Serie A for the first time in 
over five years.  

Federico Dimarco gave In-
ter a first half lead at San Siro, 
but Paulo Dybala equalised 
against the side he was heavily 
rumoured to join before he com-
pleted a move to Roma.

Inter have now lost back-to-
back Serie A matches and three 
of their last four, drifting eight 
points behind early pacesetters 
Napoli. 

Edin Dzeko saw an early at-
tempt, which would have been 
his 100th Serie A goal, disal-
lowed for offside but Dimarco 
broke the deadlock on the half 
hour mark, teeing Nicolo Barel-
la’s threaded pass into the bot-
tom corner to take the lead with 
an effort Rui Patricio will feel he 

should have done better with.
The lead lasted less than 10 

minutes though, Dybala volley-
ing home Leonardo Spinazzola’s 
cross past Samir Handanovic to 
secure his fourth Serie A goal of 
the season. 

A timid start to the second 
period saw few opportuni-
ties but Calhanoglu was inches 
away from pushing Inter ahead 
again, firing a free kick off the 
frame of the goal shortly after 
the hour mark with Patricio 
stranded. 15 minutes later, the 
visitors scored their winner as 
Smalling found space to head 
Lorenzo Pellegrini’s free-kick 
home with ease - a VAR check 
showing the defender was not 
offside and instead the benefi-
ciary of lacklustre marking.

Serie A Results
Napoli 3 Torino 1
Inter Milan 1 Roma 2
Empoli 1 AC Milan 3
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ALWAYS direct and to the point, 
full-back Benjamin Pavard 
recalled his finest moments 

in the France jersey, starting with 
Russia 2018 and his wonder goal 
in the 4-3 defeat of Argentina in 
the last 16. He also looks ahead 
to Qatar 2022, where he believes 
France will be the team everyone 
wants to beat. 
Excerpts from FIFA+ interview.

You went down in FIFA World Cup 
history with a magnificent goal 
you scored against Argentina in 

the round of 16 at Russia 2018. 
Can you talk us through it again?
We were up against it. I saw 
Blaise [Matuidi] play a long pass 
out to Lucas [Hernandez], who 
crossed the ball. I can’t really ex-
plain why I was so far up the pitch. 
Usually, when one full-back pushes 
forward, the other one stays back, 
but on that occasion I just had a 
feeling and got up the pitch. When 
the ball came to me, I managed 
to connect with the outside of my 
foot and put some swerve on it. 
We all know what happened next.

Were you surprised to see it 
voted the goal of the tournament 
at Russia 2018?
Yes and no. It was an important 
goal because we went on to win 
the match. If you score a goal 
like that and you lose, you don’t 
savour it as much. I was delighted 
to get that award, though. It was 
great to win it, but the most impor-
tant thing was winning the World 
Cup with my team-mates.

You were the first France de-
fender since Lilian Thuram and 
his brace against Croatia in the 
semi-finals at France 98 to score 
at a World Cup. How do you feel 
about that?
I think I’m a little bit like Lilian. 
During my time at Stuttgart I 
played in central defence for them 
and at right-back for France. He 
was a role model and a legend. 
He won trophies for France and 
wherever he went in his club 
career. I hope I can have a proper 
chat with him one day because 
he’s a great guy.

Just to wrap up our look back 
at 2018, what was the magic 
ingredient that helped France go 
all the way?
Being together every day and 
having a great atmosphere in the 
camp and on the pitch. Everyone 
got on and it was fun. It made the 
tournament go by pretty quickly 
and we didn’t have the time to get 
bored. We know the subs weren’t 

happy but they didn’t show it. They 
put everything into training, which 
really pushed everyone to be at 
their best. You’re all together for a 
few weeks at the World Cup, so if 
things don’t go well it can show on 
the pitch. But we had a great at-
mosphere going and that allowed 
us to go out and play our game.

Your coach Didier Deschamps 
has been France coach for ten 
years now. Why has he lasted so 
long in the job?
Because he’s a competitor, as 
we all are, and he always wants 
to win. He’s instilled us with his 
grit and determination and he’s 
pushed us to achieve. We won the 
World Cup with him. He’s a great 
guy. He’s won trophies wherever 
he’s gone as a player and a coach. 
He uses really important words in 
his team talks and he makes eve-
ryone want to win and give their all 
on the pitch.

Team captain Hugo Lloris is an-
other example of longevity.
Hugo has had an amazing career. 
He’s well past 100 caps now [139 
in total]. He put me totally at ease 
when I started my international 
career. He was like a big brother. 
He showed me things. Along with 
Olivier Giroud, Hugo is one of the 
people I really get on with. They got 
me in the swing of it straightaway. I 
have nothing but respect for Hugo.

Qatar 2022 is coming up fast, but 
you had a tough year in 2021, 

when you were in and out of the 
side in the qualifiers. How do you 
feel about that time in your life?
I had a tough time with Covid. It 
was hard for everyone but it was 
difficult for me in my personal life 
too. Being abroad on my own was 
a challenge. I had some mental 
health issues and that took its toll 
on the pitch. I wasn’t happy. It was 
a very difficult time in my life. It’s 
history now and I’ve learned a lot 
from that period and I came out 
of it a better person. As for the 
qualifying competition, we were 
the holders, we wanted to qualify 
and we did it. The key thing was 
to make it to Qatar. It didn’t really 
matter how. All you remember 
in the end are the results. We’re 
going into the World Cup full of 
confidence and we hope to go all 
the way.

Going all the way is indeed the 
biggest challenge that awaits Les 
Bleus at Qatar 2022. No one has 
retained the Trophy since Brazil 
did it at Chile 1962.
We know it won’t be easy because 
we’re the team everyone wants to 
beat. As the reigning champions, 
everyone will be gunning for us. 
We just have to focus on what we 
do and not the opposition. So no 
asking questions – just play our 
football, give it all we’ve got and 
try to win the World Cup. When 
you’re at the world finals, you’re 
there to win. Otherwise what’s the 
point? You might as well stay at 
home.

Your first game in Group D is 
against Australia on 22 Novem-
ber. Then come Denmark and 
Tunisia.
We know they won’t be easy 
matches. People are already 
saying France are in the last 16, 
but you have to go out and play 
the games. We didn’t play amaz-
ing football in the group phase in 
2018 but we won, went through 
and we got better as the com-
petition went on. So no asking 
questions.

What’s changed in the France 
squad between 2018 and today?
What’s changed is that everyone 
is four years older and the team 
is different, with some very good 
young players coming in and some 
old hands like Blaise [Matuidi] 
and Steve [Mandanda] departing. 
There’s been a bit of a changeover. 
We have a good squad, with more 
young players than usual. I feel a 
bit old (laughs) even if I’m only 26.

The other change from 2018 is 
the return of Karim Benzema to 
the France fold.
I didn’t know Karim personally. I 
only knew him through TV, through 
all the goals he’s scored and the 
trophies he’s won. Meeting him in 
person I can see that he’s a real 
professional and that he talks to 
everyone. In my eyes, he’s the 
best No9 in the world right now. 
He performs every time he plays 
for France and he lifts us up.

France are the team to beat 
at Qatar World Cup: Pavard

France’s defender Benjamin Pavard (R) and France’s forward Olivier 
Giroud come out for the second half during the UEFA Nations League 
match against Denmark in Copenhagen on September 25, 2022. (AFP)

Defending champions France face Australia in their Group D opener on 22 November; A member of 
the side that won Russia 2018, Benjamin Pavard knows France face a tough task to retain their trophy

Arsenal striker Gabriel Jesus (right) celebrates scoring his goal during a 
Premier League match in London on Saturday. (AFP)

Atletico Madrid ease past sevilla 
thanks to Llorente and Morata

DPA
BERLIN

MARCOS Llorente and Alvaro 
Morata scored as Atletico Ma-
drid earned a 2-0 win at Se-
villa on Saturday, ratcheting up 
pressure on home boss Julen 
Lopetegui.  Koke claimed an as-
sist for the opening goal, on the 
day he made a record-breaking 
554th Atletico appearance, with 
Llorente taking the plaudits af-
ter placing a neat finish into the 
bottom-left corner.

Sevilla have won just one 
league game so far this season, 
and their lack of confidence was 
clear as Diego Simeone’s men ex-
tended their lead through Mor-
ata’s finish from a one-on-one 
chance after 57 minutes.

The result lifts Atleti into fifth 
in LaLiga’s early-season stand-
ings, while Lopetegui appears to 
be on borrowed time at Sevilla 
after overseeing another meek 
reverse. 

Atleti made a bright start as 
Llorente headed wide following 
a good run from Saul Niguez, 
before Morata blasted over the 
crossbar when presented with a 
decent opening 19 minutes in.

But Llorente was not to be 
denied after 29 minutes, collect-
ing a fine pass from Koke before 
shifting the ball to his right foot 
and drilling beyond Yassine Bou-
nou.

Llorente then sent a fierce ef-

fort into the side netting as Sevil-
la were pinned back, and Kasper 
Dolberg’s tame header was the 
sum of the hosts’ efforts before 
they were booed off at the break.

The half-time introductions 
of Ivan Rakitic and Jesus Navas 
saw Sevilla enjoy more posses-
sion, but they went 2-0 down 
when Matheus Cunha took ad-
vantage of Jose Angel Carmona’s 
error before teeing up Morata for 
a delicate chipped finish.

What’s next? Both teams are 
in Champions League action in 
midweek. Sevilla host Borussia 
Dortmund on Wednesday, while 
Atleti go to Club Brugge on Tues-
day.

La Liga Results
Sevilla 0   Attletico 2
Cadiz CF 0  Villarreal 0
 Getafa 2   Valladolid 3

Atletico Madrid’s Alvaro Morata 
after scoring his goal (AFP)
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DPA
SINGAPORE 

CHARLES Leclerc on Saturday 
secured pole position for the 
Formula One Singapore Grand 
Prix as he and Ferrari try to 
spoil Max Verstappen’s possi-
ble world title party.

But the Dutchman might 
have seen his chances of clinch-
ing the title on Sunday slipping 
away after a disappointing 
eighth place in the session.

The Monegasque driver 
Leclerc clocked 1 minutes 
49.412 seconds around the 
5.063-kilometre Marina Bay 
Street Circuit to beat Red Bull’s 
Sergio Perez by a narrow ad-
vantage of 0.022 second for his 
ninth pole of the season and 
18th overall.

“It’s been a very, very tricky 
qualifying,” Leclerc said. “I 
made a mistake in my last lap 
so I didn’t think I’d get pole 
but it was just enough.” Perez, 
meanwhile, has his eyes set on 
a possible win in Singapore.

“It’s a good opportunity to 
attack Charles and go for the 
win. I was disappointed to miss 
out on pole by two hundredths. 
It was so tricky to learn the 
conditions today and tomor-
row could be wet,” he said.

Seven-time world champion 
Lewis Hamilton of Mercedes was 
third, just 0.054 second behind 
Leclerc. It’s a great result for the 
Briton who has been struggling 
with Mercedes this season.

“I was pushing so hard, it 
was so, so close. These guys are 
so quick, but I thought with a 
perfect lap we could fight for 
first place, but I just didn’t have 
the grip in the last lap,” he said.

Red Bull’s Verstappen was 
forced to abort a last flying lap, 
in which he appeared set to 
clinch pole. He was ordered by 
the team to return to the pits and 
has to be content with eighth.

Team advisor Helmut 
Marko told broadcasters Sky 
that Verstappen had to return 
to the pits due to a lack of fuel. 
If he had completed the lap, he 
could have been left without the 
enough fuel sample demanded 
by F1 ruling body FIA.

Failing to present the fuel 
sample would result in a disqual-
ification from qualifying entirely.

Eleven-time season winner 
Verstappen has won races from 
behind before this season and, 
leading Leclerc by 116 points in 
the championship, has a first 
opportunity to clinch back-to-
back world titles. But to achieve 
this he needs to win the race on 

Sunday, gain another 22 points 
on Leclerc and have other re-
sults also go his way.

Leclerc’s team-mate Carlos 
Sainz was fourth, followed by 
two-time world champion Fer-
nando Alonso of Alpine, Lando 
Norris of McLaren and Alpha 
Tauri’s Pierre Gasly.

Kevin Magnussen of Haas 
and Yuki Tsunoda in the other 
Alpha Tauri completed the top 10.

In the other Mercedes, 
George Russell dropped out of 
the session in Q2 and will start 
the race in 11th. He later ex-
plained that an issue with the 
car was making it hard for him 
to complete the turns.
Starting Grid
Front row: Charles Leclerc 
(MON/Ferrari); Sergio Perez 
(MEX/Red Bull)
2nd row: Lewis Hamilton (GBR/
Mercedes); Carlos Sainz (ESP/

Ferrari)
3rd row: Fernando Alonso (ESP/
Alpine); Lando Norris (GBR/
McLaren)
4th row: Pierre Gasly (FRA/
AlphaTauri); Max Verstappen 
(NED/Red Bull)
5th row: Kevin Magnussen 
(DEN/Haas); Yuki Tsunoda (JPN/
AlphaTauri)
6th row: George Russell (GBR/
Mercedes); Lance Stroll (CAN/
Aston Martin)
7th row: Mick Schumacher 
(GER/Haas); Sebastian Vettel 
(GER/Aston Martin)
8th row: Zhou Guanyu (CHN/Alfa 
Romeo); Valtteri Bottas (FIN/Alfa 
Romeo)
9th row: Daniel Ricciardo (AUS/
McLaren); Esteban Ocon (FRA/
Alpine)
10th row: Alexander Albon (THA/
Williams); Nicholas Latifi (CAN/
Williams).

Qatar’s Hamad Al Sahouti (bike No. 23) held on to his third place in the 
Asia Talent Cup championship standings in in Buriram, Thailand, on Sat-
urday as he finished 13th in Race 1 of the sixth round, ahead of Sunday’s 
Race 2. Starting from the 11th spot in the grid, the young rider completed 
the 72.864 km race in 29’24.012 with a top speed of 148.7kmh. Al 
Sahouti was 22.427 secs adrift of winner Hakim Danish of Malaysia who 
claimed his third win of the season to retake the championship lead. Indo-
nesia’s Veda Ega Pratama and Japan’s Gun Mie rounded out the podium 
in Race 1, held on the sidelines of the Thailand Moto GP. (TNN)

Leclerc secures Singapore 
GP pole, Verstappen 8th

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK 
AGADIR (MOROCCO) 

QATAR’S Nasser Al Attiyah in 
a Toyota Hilux set the pace on 
the 8.67 km prologue, which 
served as a warm-up for the 
main action to follow over the 
next five days at the 2022 Ral-
lye Du Maroc as French Se-
bastien Loeb recorded the third 
fastest time on the opening day 
in his BRX Prodrive Hunter.

Loeb is looking to extend 
his lead in the World Rally-
Raid Championship with team 
BahraIn Raid Xtreme (BRX).

Orlando Terranova, Loeb’s 
BRX team-mate, finished the 
stage in fifth place, one spot 
adrift of French driver Guerlain 
Chicherit in another Prodrive 
Hunter.

Loeb started the rally lead-
ing Al Attiyah by one point in 
the race to become the first FIA 
World Rally Raid champion, 
with the final round, the Anda-
lucia Rally, to follow in Spain 
from 18-23 October.

The nine-time World Rally 
Champion and fellow French-
man Fabian Lurquin snatched 
that slender advantage during 

the Abu Dhabi Desert Chal-
lenge back in March, and they 
know that one small mistake or 
twist of misfortune could de-
cide the title race.

The prologue was lit-

tle more than a sprint for the 
three Prodrive Hunters and 
the other 80 starters in the cars 
and trucks category, before the 
rally begins in earnest tomor-
row with the first of five long 

desert stages, a 316-kms com-
petitive section from Agadir to 
Tan-Tan.

The route covers more 
sand than in previous years, 
with bivouacs at Tan-Tan and 

Laayoune, and stages that are 
similar to those seen in Saudi 
Arabia in recent years for the 
Dakar Rally.

Argentine Terranova, who 
took his BRX Hunter to a fine 
fourth place finish in this year’s 
Dakar back in January, said: “I 
am happy to be back again ral-
lying.

“My personal target is to do 
a good rally and get quicker as 
the rally progresses. This is a 
big test for the Dakar, as Mo-

rocco is a tough rally, but one 
that I enjoy too.” Chicherit, 
partnered in the third BRX 
Hunter by fellow Frenchman 
Alex Winocq, said: “Rallye du 
Maroc is very hard for the cars 
and for the crews.

“In short, one kilometre 
in Morocco counts double or 
triple in normal conditions. I 
will do everything I can and if 
we are in the game, it will give 
us confidence for the Dakar,”  
he added.

Al Attiyah wins prologue to set the pace at 2022 Rallye Du Maroc

Bezzecchi snatches first 
pole for Rossi’s team

AGENCIES
BURIRAM (THAILAND)

MARCO Bezzecchi snatched a 
maiden MotoGP pole for himself 
and Valentino Rossi’s team after 
beating Jorge Martin by 0.021s 
in a thrilling Thailand Grand Prix 
qualifying on Saturday.

The rookie Italian has shown 
flashes of speed throughout 
2022, guiding his 2021-spec 
Ducati to the front row in a wet/
dry qualifying at Mugello and 
taking a maiden podium at Assen 
prior to the summer break.

In a tight qualifying at Bur-
iram, Bezzecchi smashed the ex-
isting lap record to claim his first 
pole in the premier class with a 
1m29.671s.

The 15-minute pole shootout 
session got underway in dry 
conditions with Bezzecchi’s 
VR46 teammate Luca Marini 
setting the reference lap with a 
1m31.747s.

That only stood as the fast-
est lap for a few seconds as Jack 
Miller shot to the top of the or-
der with a 1m30.270s, which he 
bettered moments later with a 
1m30.106s.

The Motegi race-winner was 
unable to complete the session, 
however, as an issue on the rear 
of his Ducati as he exited his 

garage for his second run in the 
closing stages forced him back 
into his box.

Teammate Francesco Bag-
naia was only ninth at the end of 
the opening run, with Pramac’s 
Jorge Martin leading the way 
after posting a 1m29.893s mo-
ments after Miller had gone top.

When he returned to the cir-
cuit for his second run on fresh 
soft rubber, Bagnaia – who goes 
into Sunday’s race 18 points be-
hind championship leader Fabio 
Quartararo – deposed Martin 
with a 1m29.775s.

Starting grid for the Thai MotoGP
Front row: 1. Marco Bezzecchi 
(ITA/Ducati-VR46), 2. Jorge Martin 
(ESP/Ducati-Pramac), 3. Francesco 
Bagnaia (ITA/Ducati)
Second row: 4. Fabio Quartararo 
(FRA/Yamaha), 5. Johann Zarco 
(FRA/Ducati-Pramac), 6. Enea 
Bastianini (ITA/Ducati-Gresini)
Third row: 7. Jack Miller (AUS/
Ducati), 8. Marc Marquez (ESP/
Honda), 9. Luca Marini (ITA/Ducati-
VR46)
Fourth row: 10. Alex Rins (ESP/
Suzuki), 11. Miguel Oliveira (POR/
KTM), 12. Brad Binder (RSA/KTM)
Fifth row: 13. Aleix Espargaro 
(ESP/Aprilia), 14. Franco Mor-
bidelli (ITA/Yamaha), 15. Cal 
Crutchlow (GBR/Yamaha-RNF).

Qatar’s Al Sahouti stays in 3rd 
place in Asia Talent Cup C’ship 

A helicopter tracks Qatar’s Nasser Al Attiyah (in a Toyota Hilux) during the 8.67km prologue stage of the 
2022 Rallye Du Maroc in Morocco on Saturday.

Frenchman Sebastien Loeb of team BahraIn Raid Xtreme (BRX).

Ferrari’s Monegasque driver Charles Leclerc reacts after taking the pole position after the qualifying session 
ahead of the F1 Singapore Grand Prix night race at the Marina Bay Street Circuit in Singapore on Saturday. (AFP)

Mooney VR46 Racing’s Italian rider Marco Bezzecchi (R) celebrates 
after coming in pole position in the qualifying session of the MotoGP 
Thailand Grand Prix at the Buriram International Circuit in Buriram 
on Saturday. (AFP)

Lebanese driver Mansour Chebli topped the Open Class 1 while Qatar’s Nadim Ziade won the Production 
Class 1 in the fourth round of the 2022 Qatar National Sprint, organised by the Qatar Motor & Motorcycle 
Federation (QMMF), on Friday. Driving a Renault Clio, Chebli won his event in 1:11.609 while Ziade (1:18.681) 
and Jad Alawar (1:33.363) finished in second and third positions respectively. Alawar then went on to win the 
O2 class in his Mitsubishi Evo 8 (1:09.403), marking the fastest laptime of the fourth round of the popular 
event. Amro Abdulla came second in 1:12.081 while Abdul Al Hajjar completed the podium with a time of 
1:18.243. Ziade won the Renalut Clio Production Class after clocking his fastest time on his second attempt, 
registering a time of 1:12.892. Chebli came second in (1:13.664) while Qatar’s Hanibaal Eid booked his po-
dium finish in 1:15.174. Qatar’s Maher Serre emerged at the top of the P2 Class in his Porsche Cayman GTS, 
clocking a time of 1:10.640. Aleksandar Jokic, also driving a Porsche Cayman GTS, was second in 1:13.796 
while Alawar booked his third podium spot of the day with a time of 1:14.072secs.

QATAR NATIONAL SPRINT ROUND 4: CHEBLI, 
ZIADE TOP OPEN, PRODUCTION CLASS 

SINGAPORE: Lewis Hamilton 
says he has a doctor’s letter 
over his use of a nose stud as 
he faces a fine for wearing it in 
Singapore.  
Formula One’s governing body 
the FIA has enforced a jewel-
lery clampdown this season on 
safety grounds. 
Following a number of medical 
exemptions, Hamilton, 37, re-
moved his piercings at the 10th 
round at Silverstone in July.  
But Hamilton was seen wearing 
the nose stud in practice and 
qualifying in Singapore. 
He was summoned by the FIA 
to see the stewards with a 
Mercedes representative for an 
alleged breach of appendix L, 
chapter three of the FIA Interna-
tional Sporting Code. 
It is expected Hamilton will be 
fined for the breach but will 
face harsher sporting penalties 
if he continues to ignore the 
FIA’s rule. But after qualifying, 
Hamilton said: “I am not trying 
to make a statement. I have had 
my jewellery and my nose stud 
for years.” (PA Media/DPA)

Hamilton faces fine 
for use of nose stud
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RECOGNISING the need to 
tackle the challenges posed by 
refugee flows affecting Europe 
at large, the International Cen-
tre for Sport Security (ICSS) 
EUROPE – a non-profit entity 
established under the umbrella 
of the Doha-based Interna-
tional Centre for Sport Security 
(ICSS)- joined forces with the 
International Olympic Truce 
Centre (IOTC), Spanish Fun-
dación Sevilla Fútbol Club, and 
Italy’s Fondazione Lazio 1900 
in a collaborative partnership 
under the EU ERASMUS+ sport 
program to launch the pro-
ject “Crossing the Boundaries 
through Sport (CrosSport)”.

ICSS EUROPE will coor-
dinate its first-ever EU project 
within the framework of Save 
the Dream initiative estab-
lished by the ICSS with the 
support of Ooredoo as Tech-
nology Partner, becoming a 
global movement that aims to 
promote and protect the values 
and integrity of sport.

The CrosSport project’s of-
ficial launch took place during a 
project kick-off session held dur-
ing the European Week of Sport 
in Lisbon, hosted by the National 
Olympic Committee of Portugal.

The project kick-off session 
brought together project part-
ners along with relevant interna-
tional and national institutions 
such as the International Or-

ganization for Migration and the 
Portuguese Institute for Sport 
and Youth, and a “refugees-led 
sharing talk”, which gathers 
four testimonies representing 
the refugee’s communities iden-
tified by project partners.

The project comes in re-
sponse to today’s current and 
dramatic events stressing, 
more than ever, the need to 
adopt innovative measures 
and CrosSport’s pioneering ap-
proach aimed at exploring new 
avenues for reception, inclu-
sion and integration of refu-

gees in our societies by using 
the power of sport.
The project’s main deliverables 
during the 24 months’ imple-
mentation of CrosSport are:
* Reference framework and 
networking through focus groups 
where experts will discuss and 
share knowledge and best prac-
tices on how to use sport as a 
tool of inclusion.
* Methodology Handbook on 
how to achieve a strengthened 
cooperation between sport 
organizations and integration-
focused social development 

organizations and to increase 
community participation of youth 
refugees through the attractive-
ness of sport activities.
* Educational programmes for 
the creation of two figures: a 
“Community Leader for Inclusion 
through Sport (CLIS)”, and “Sport 
for Inclusion Activist (SIA)” within 
the refugee community.

Underlining the initiative, 
Massimiliano Montanari, CEO 
of ICSS and Save the Dream, 
said, “‘When we presented our 
project proposal to the Euro-
pean Union, the world, Europe 

in particular, was looking very 
different. We were focusing 
mainly on refugees flows from 
the Middle-East and North 
Africa towards Europe. To-
day’s 7.5 million refugee from 
Ukraine, out of them mainly 
women children, were still sit-
ting in their homes, safely.

“But the power of sport re-
mains the same and, jointly 
with our partners, Sevilla FC 
and Lazio SS foundations, 
IOTC, the European Union and 
hopefully many others, we are 
determined to make the best 

possible use of it to alleviate the 
despair and the suffering refu-
gees are exposed to. This is what 
the CrosSport project, “Cross-
ing the Boundaries through 
Sport”aims to achieve.”

João Paulo Almeida, Direc-
tor-General, National Olympic 
Committee of Portugal, com-
mented, “Sport plays an indis-
putable role to build bridges 
between communities, inspir-
ing people and decision mak-
ers to overcome physical and 
cultural boundaries to foster 
social integration of refugees 
and ethnic minorities.

“I believe CrosSport will 
deliver a comprehensive pro-
gramme to build capacity of 
those engaged in this para-
mount challenge.”

Sports

Action from the Umm Salal vs Al Sadd Round 3, Group A match of the 
2022-2023 season Ooredoo Cup at the Al Egla Stadium 4 on Saturday.

AAB Chess Open: 6th 
edition from Oct 16th
TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK 

DOHA 

AFTER its successful hybrid 
Chess Open competition last 
year, Abdullah Abdulghani & 
Bros. Co. (AAB), the Toyota 
and Lexus distributor in Qatar, 
is bringing back the AAB Chess 
Open FIDE-Rated Tourna-
ment, in collaboration with Qa-
tar Chess Association (QCA).

All chess enthusiasts in Qa-
tar are invited to join the “AAB 
Chess Open Edition 6” over-the 
-board (OTB) Tournament that 
will run from October 13-15 
and 20-22, 2022 (Thursday-
Saturday) on the 5th Floor (501 
& 504) of Al Abdulghani Tow-
er, C-Ring Road.

The tournament will be 
played in 9-Round Swiss Sys-
tem format of standard chess 
over 2 consecutive weekends. 
It is open for all players under 
2200 rating points. A valid 
FIDE ID is required for every 
participant.

Registration is open until 
October 10, 2022. Entry fee 
to the tournament is QR150. 
There are limited seats only 
and QCA reserves the right to 
accept or reject registration.

The winners will be deter-
mined on the last day of the 
tournament at the iconic AAB 
Tower.

As it falls during the Qa-
tar Sustainability Week 2022 
(QSW), AAB is running this 
sports event as part of its QSW 
activities under Quality Educa-
tion as the game of chess devel-
ops the strategic thinking of the 
players, especially the youth.

Chess can help sharpen 
one’s foresight and goal plan-
ning abilities, making it an 
important skill to have in the 
future. In line with this, AAB 

is supportive of building a 
new generation of world-rated 
chess players in Qatar.

The AAB Chess Open 
brought the first Fédération In-
ternationale des Échecs (FIDE) 
Rated Tournament in Qatar, 
held in collaboration with QCA. 
It was launched in 2018 and 
has produced more than 50 
rated chess players who were 
previously non-rated through 
the tournaments.

According to QCA Presi-
dent Mohamed Al Mudhahka, 
the tournament is an important 
opportunity for all participants 
to interact after an absence 
from competitions due to the 
pandemic. 

He praised the efforts made 
by AAB towards the resump-
tion of OTB games.

The AAB edition chess tour-
naments have been through 
online and hybrid platform for 
the last few years. 

During the pandemic, it 
brought the sports to various 
platforms with a series of on-
line tournaments attended by 
over 1,200 chess enthusiasts 
from around the world, includ-
ing 40 Grand Masters and 180 
Titled Players.

This 6th edition is its come-
back as full OTB games with 
social distancing and safety 
measures protocols in place. 
The games will be open to a 
maximum of 70 players with 
the lifting of the restrictions 
on social gatherings and sports 
events.

The strong partnership be-
tween AAB and QCA is part of 
AAB’s CSR initiatives and com-
mitment to building and sup-
porting a community of strate-
gic thinkers through sports.

Registration can be done 
online at www.aabqatar.com

Umm Salal upstage Al Sadd 3-2 In Ooredoo Cup Round 3
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ICSS joins forces with Project Partners to launch ‘Crossing the 
Boundaries through Sport’ to support young refugees in Europe

ICSS EUROPE will coordinate its first-ever EU project within the framework of Save the Dream  
initiative established by the ICSS with the support of Ooredoo as Technology Partner, becoming  

a global movement that aims to promote and protect the values and integrity of sport.

The sixth edition of highly popular AAB Chess Open FIDE-Rated Tourna-
ment, in collaboration with Qatar Chess Association (QCA), will be held 
from October 13 to 15, 2022. 
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IN-FORM rider Mohamed 
Khalifa Albaker continued his 
fine start to the new season as 
he showjumped his way to Big 
Tour title in the third round 
of the Qatar Equestrian Tour - 
Longines Hathab on Saturday.

Also stealing the spotlight 
at Qatar Equestrian Federa-
tion’s Indoor Arena was Cyrine 
Cherif, who took the runner-up 
and third place in the Big Tour 
after winning the Open Class.

Albaker set the fastest 
round on his 12-year-old stal-
lion Lissabon 56 in a jump-off 
time of 33.56 seconds to win 
the 140cm class. Frenchwom-
an Cherif came second with 
eight-year-old gelding Obama 
in 34.81 seconds, before she re-
emerged again with nine-year-
old I’am Moerhoeve’s Princess 
Z to also claim the final podium 
position in 35.03.

Earlier, Cherif had topped 
the Open Class with Brennus 
Villelongue. The pair had regis-
tered times of 31.49 and 31.80 
seconds to win the 120cm 
class. Mohamed Hamad Al-
naimi astride Dubaii was sec-
ond, while; Abdulaziz Majid Al 
Ghanim on Guiness was third. 
Results
Big Tour | Table A, One round 
against the clock with jump off, 
Art. 238.2.2 | 130/140 cm | 
Prize Money: QR60,000
1. Horse: Lissabon 56; Rider: 

Mohamed Khalifa Albaker; 
Times: 65.97 & 33.56 secs; 
Prize Money: QR15,000 
2. Obama; Cyrine Cherif; 73.58 
& 34.81; QR12,000 
3. I’am Moerhoeve’s Princess Z; 
Cyrine Cherif; 72.59 & 35.03; 
QR9,000
Open Class| Table A, Two phas-
es, Art. 274.1.5.3 | 115/120 
cm | Prize Money: QR25,000
1. Horse: Brennus Villelongue; 
Rider: Cyrine Cherif; Time: 31.49 

& 31.80 secs; Prize money: 
QR6,250 
2. Dubaii; Mohamed Hamad 
Alnaimi; 30.06 32.49 secs; 
QR5,000 
3. Guiness; Abdulaziz Majid 
al-Ghanim; 31.71 & 33.15 secs; 
QR3,750 
Future Riders | Optimum Time | 
Max. 90 cm
1. Horse: Anyway II; Rider: 
Abdulaziz Soud al-Mutawa; Time: 
48.18. 

2. Casanova S.C.H; Jassim Adel 
al-Saegh; 48.21 secs. 
3. Inzaghi Van Molenheide; 
Maryam Nassir al-Mutlaq; 47.76
Future Riders | Optimum Time | 
Max. 80 cm
1. Horse: Kashmir; Rider: 
Abdulaziz Abdulla Alabri; Time: 
48.25 secs 
2. Whistler; Mohamed Abdulla 
al-Marri; 48.60 secs
3. Sita; Hassan Ali Almarhoon; 
48.95 secs.

Albaker tops Big Tour, Cherif 
stands out with super show

Podium winners of the Big Tour competition in Round 3 of Qatar Equestrian Tour – Longines Hathab 2022, 
Mohammed Khalifa Albaker and Cyrine Cherif pose for a photograph along with officials at the Qatar  
Equestrian Federation’s indoor arena on Saturday.

Qatar Equestrian Tour – Longines Hathab Round 3 

Umm Salal beat Al Sadd 3-2 in Round 3, Group A of the 2022-2023 sea-
son Ooredoo Cup at the Al Egla Stadium 4 on Saturday. Sardor Rashidov 
(44th minute), Joao Teixiera (58th minute), and Ilyes Brimil (69th minute) 
scored for Umm Salal, while Hassan Ahmad (third minute) and Santi 
Cazorla (50th minute) did the scoring act for Al Sadd.
Al Wakrah, Al Ahli, Qatar SC and Al Sailiya are the other teams in Group A. 
Group B comprises Al Duhail, Al Markhiya, Al Arabi, Al Shamal, Al Gharafa 
and Al Rayyan. The win was the third successive one for Umm Salal, who 
are now Group A leaders with nine points. Al Sadd, who had won their 
earlier two matches, conceded their first defeat. They have six points.
In another match of the day, Al Ahli got the better of Qatar SC 2-1 in 
Round 3, Group A, at the Qatar University Stadium 4. Both Al Ahli and 
Qatar SC were locked 1-1 at half-time after an absorbing session. The 
action grew more intense and exciting as the two teams rallied to get 
the winner, and it was Al Ahli who eventually succeeded.
In the third clash of the evening, Al Wakrah defeated reigning champi-
ons Al Sailiya 1-0 also in Group A at the Al Ersal 2 Stadium.
Hamad Mansour scored the winner off a penalty kick in the 64th min-
ute. He slotted home the rebound off Al Sailiya goalkeeper Abdrahman 
Mahamat after he blocked the kick taken by Ismail Mahmoud.
Al Wakrah thus moved on to three points following their first victory, 
while Al Sailiya have yet to open their account. (TNN)


