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QATAR will become an open 
carnival during the FIFA World 
Cup, according to a top Su-
preme Committee for Delivery 
and Legacy (SC) official.

Khalid Al Mawlawi, Deputy 
Director General for Marketing, 
Communications and Tourna-
ment Experience at SC, said the 
official opening of the Corniche 
activities will be on November 
19. FIFA Fan Festival will also 
kick off on the same day. The 
event will continue for over the 
29 days of the tournament. 

Al Mawlawi said the entire 

FIFA Fan Zone will broadcast 
all football matches, and fans 
will be able to meet football 
legends. Fan zone will have gi-
ant screens, an area for fami-
lies and children, and area for 
eating. 

Various cultural activi-
ties will be organised in co-
operation with the Education 

Above All Foundation and UN-
ESCO. Those who can’t attend 
the matches in the stadium 
can watch it at the fan Zone, 
which can accommodate up to 
40,000 people. 

In this zone, friendly 
matches will be held between 
the fans of the participating 
teams in conjunction with the 

matches. If Saudi Arabia plays 
against Argentina, a match will 
be held on the same day be-
tween the fans of Saudi Arabia 
and Argentina. 

He said the area will be 
open from 10 am until 2 am the 
next day.

He said the fun activities 
will not only be limited to FIFA 
matches at the stadiums, but 
also to all over the country.

The Doha Corniche, a wa-
terfront promenade extending 
for seven kilometres along the 
Doha bay, is being revamped. 

Pictures of the new-look 
Doha Corniche with all its glory 
and glitter have been revealed 
by Al Kass channel. The pic-
tures showed the presence of 
large number of kiosks with 
restaurants, cafes and enter-

tainment areas. It also showed 
four large theatres where shows 
and parties can be held. 

In the northern area of 
Doha Corniche, there will be a 
large event, the “Saudi House, 
in Al Dafna Park, near the Sher-
aton area, with many activities 
open to all audiences.

In order to allow many en-
trepreneurs to be part of the 
event, there will be a number of 
retail outlets extending over 6 
kms in addition to giant screens 
to broadcast matches. 

The Doha Corniche sea is 
witnessing many activities as 
well water taxi that takes the 
fan on a tour of the Doha Cor-
niche area. A grand celebration 
will be held for the inaugura-
tion of the Doha Corniche pro-
ject on November 19.

‘Qatar to be an open carnival during World Cup’
QNA
DOHA

HIS Highness the Amir of 
State of Qatar Sheikh Tamim 
bin Hamad Al Thani has sent 
a cable of congratulations to 
President of the People’s Re-
public of China Xi Jinping on 
the occasion of his country’s 
National Day.

Amir greets 
Chinese prez

QNA
DOHA

QATAR has expressed strong 
condemnation and denuncia-
tion of the bombing that tar-
geted an educational center 
west of the Afghan capital, 
Kabul, claiming lives.

In a statement on Satur-
day, the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs reiterated the firm 
position of Qatar on reject-
ing violence and terrorism, 
regardless of motives and 
reasons.

The ministry expressed 
Qatar’s condolences to 
the families of the victims 
and to the government 
and people of Afghanistan, 
wishing the injured a speedy 
recovery.

Qatar condemns 
bomb attack on 
educational centre 
in Afghanistan

FM reiterates Qatar’s desire for 
Iran, US to reach fair nuclear deal
DEPUTY Prime Minister and 
Minister of Foreign Affairs HE 
Sheikh Mohammed bin Abdul-
rahman Al Thani on Saturday 
reiterated Qatar’s desire for 
Iran and the US to reach a 
consensus that contributes to 
reviving the nuclear deal and 
reaching a fair agreement for 
all, taking into consideration 
the concerns of all parties. 

The FM stressed that this 
agreement is in the interest 

of the security and stability of 
the region. 

This came as the FM held 
a telephone conversation with 
Minister of Foreign Affairs 
of Iran Dr Hossein Amir-
Abdollahian. During the phone 
call, the two sides reviewed 
the bilateral relations and the 
latest developments in the 
negotiations to revive the Joint 
Comprehensive Plan of Action 
(JCPOA) with the US. (QNA)

Qatari national team 
begins local camp

THE Qatari national football 
team on Saturday started its 
local camp, which will con-
tinue until next Wednesday, 
as part of the preparations 
for the FIFA World Cup Qatar 
2022. Qatar national team 
participated in a first training 
session at Jassim Bin Hamad 
Stadium in Al Sadd Club. 
The training will continue on 
Sunday with a second training 
open to the public and the 
media. (TNN)

New-look Doha  
Corniche revealed
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Amir sends greetings to president of Nigeria
THE Amir His Highness Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani has sent a cable of 
congratulations to President of Nigeria Muhammadu Buhari on his country’s 
Independence Day. (QNA)

Amir sends greetings to president of Cyprus
THE Amir His Highness Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani has sent a cable of 
congratulations to President of Cyprus Nicos Anastasiades on his country’s Inde-
pendence Day. (QNA)

Amir sends greetings to Tuvalu governor-general
THE Amir His Highness Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani has sent a cable of 
congratulations to Governor-General of Tuvalu Tofiga Vaevalu Falani on his coun-
try’s Independence Day. (QNA)

Amir sends greetings to president of Palau
THE Amir His Highness Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani has sent a cable of 
congratulations to President of Surangel Whipps on his country’s Independence 
Day. (QNA)

Deputy Amir congratulates president of Nigeria
THE Deputy Amir His Highness Sheikh Abdullah bin Hamad Al Thani sent a cable 
of congratulations to President of Nigeria Muhammadu Buhari on his country’s 
Independence Day. (QNA)

Deputy Amir congratulates president of China
THE Deputy Amir His Highness Sheikh Abdullah bin Hamad Al Thani sent a cable of 
congratulations to President of China Xi Jinping on his country’s National Day. (QNA)

Deputy Amir sends greetings to president of Cyprus
THE Deputy Amir His Highness Sheikh Abdullah bin Hamad Al Thani sent a cable 
of congratulations to President of Cyprus Nicos Anastasiades on his country’s 
Independence Day. (QNA)

Deputy Amir congratulates Tuvalu governor-general
THE Deputy Amir His Highness Sheikh Abdullah bin Hamad Al Thani sent a cable 
of congratulations to Governor-General of Tuvalu Tofiga Vaevalu Falani on his 
country’s Independence Day. (QNA)

Deputy Amir sends greetings to president of Palau
THE Deputy Amir His Highness Sheikh Abdullah bin Hamad Al Thani sent a 
cable of congratulations to President of Palau Surangel Whipps on his country’s 
Independence Day. (QNA)

PM congratulates president of Nigeria
PRIME Minister and Minister of Interior HE Sheikh Khalid bin Khalifa bin Ab-
dulaziz Al Thani sent a cable of congratulations to President of Nigeria Muham-
madu Buhari on his country’s Independence Day. (QNA)

PM sends greetings to Chinese premier of State Council
PRIME Minister and Minister of Interior HE Sheikh Khalid bin Khalifa bin Ab-
dulaziz Al Thani sent a cable of congratulations to Premier of the State Council 
of China Li Keqiang on his country’s National Day. (QNA)

PM congratulates president of Cyprus
PRIME Minister and Minister of Interior HE Sheikh Khalid bin Khalifa bin Ab-
dulaziz Al Thani sent a cable of congratulations to President of Cyprus Nicos 
Anastasiades on his country’s Independence Day. (QNA)

PM congratulates Tuvalu counterpart
PRIME Minister and Minister of Interior HE Sheikh Khalid bin Khalifa bin Ab-
dulaziz Al Thani sent a cable of congratulations to Prime Minister of Tuvalu 
Kausea Natano on his country’s Independence Day. (QNA)

Transport minister discusses relations with Niger, 
Ethiopia, Uganda, Zimbabwe and Oman officials

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
MONTREAL - CANADA 

MINISTER of Transport HE Jassim Saif Ahmed Al Sulaiti 
held separate meetings with Niger’s Minister of Trans-
portation Oumarou Malam Alma, Ethiopia’s Minister of 
Transport Dagmawit Moges, and Uganda’s Minister of 
Works and Transport Katumba Wamala, on the sidelines 
of Qatar’s participation in the 41st Session of the ICAO As-
sembly in Montreal, Canada.

The minister also met with Zimbabwean Minister of 
Transport and Infrastructural Development Felix Tapiwa 
Mhona and President of Civil Aviation Authority (CAA) of 
Oman Eng. Naif Ali Al Abri.

During the meetings, they reviewed Qatar’s relations 
with each of the countries and he ways to enhance them in 
the fields of transportation and aviation services. 

They also discussed the latest developments on civil 
aviation industry and exchanged views on matters of com-
mon interest.

International Organizations Department Director at 
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs HE Ambassador Ali bin 
Khalfan Al Mansouri attended the meetings.

Quick read QATAR, BELIZE SIGN AIR SERVICES AGREEMENT

Qatar is a regional political and 
economic hub, says Italy envoy

ASHRAF SIDDIQUI
DOHA

AMBASSADOR of Italy to Qa-
tar HE Allessandro Prunas has 
praised the way Qatar, within a 
short period under the leadership 
of the Amir His Highness Sheikh 
Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani, has 
gained prestigious status as a re-
gional political and economic hub.

In an exclusive interview with 
Qatar Tribune, the outgoing Ital-
ian envoy said that both Qatar 
and Italy have very exceptional 
close and strategic relations in all 
sectors, including political, trade, 
investment, tourism, culture, de-
fence and sports sectors.

He said, “The Qatari people 
have natural love for Italy and 
I myself and my family are in-
spired a lot from the traditional 
hospitality and friendly attitude 
of the people of Qatar. We have 
developed close friendship and 
will be visiting Qatar in future.”

He expressed hope that Qa-
tari passport holders will soon 
join EU Visa waiver programme 
and will be visiting EU countries 
without obtaining visit visa.

Ambassador Prunas took 
over his responsibility in Qatar 
on January 5, 2020, just two 
months before the pandemic 
broke out, which confined eve-
ryone to home with restricted 
movements. 

“With the pandemic, there 
was a frustrating feeling because 
I came to Qatar with lot of enthu-
siasm, the new country that I des-
perately wanted to explore, get to 
know people I wanted to interact 
with, but I was suddenly confined 
at home [due to pandemic] after 
just two months of my arrival,” 
he said.

The Italian envoy said that 
difficult times give opportunity 
to recognise true friends and he 
was so happy to actually experi-
ence how much the Qataris were 
attached to Italy.

He said, “As we all know, 
Italy was very badly hit in the 
beginning of the pandemic. It hit 
everybody rich or poor, white or 
black, Christian or Muslim and 
spread all over the world.”

He thanked Qatari authori-
ties for their valuable timely 
support, and to those who ap-

proached him through different 
ways without knowing them, of-
fering Italy help at those times of 
crisis. 

Talking about bilateral rela-
tions, Ambassador Prunas said 
that trade and political relation-
ship goes normally, as the healthy 
and important relationship has 
gone to strategic partnership. 

“In December 2020, Italian 
Minister of Foreign Affairs and 
Qatar’s Deputy Prime Minister 
and Minister of Foreign Affairs 
HE Sheikh Mohammed bin 
Abdulrahman Al Thani signed 
a MoU establishing strategic 
dialogue between the two coun-
tries,” he said.

He said although Italy could 
not qualify for 2022 FIFA World 
Cup, however, italy will be among 
major contributors in terms of 
military support to the country, 
various assets will be deployed.

With a special interest in cul-
tural sector, the envoy said there 
is existing close cooperation be-
tween museums from both sides, 
with almost one monthly cultural 
programme holding with the 
support and help of dedicated 
partners.  

On FIFA World Cup, the out-
going Italian ambassador praise 
the way Qatar has prepared for 
hosting the tournament with in-
credible infrastructures, which 
remain to benefit its population. 

MONTREAL, CANADA: Qatar and Belize have signed an air services agreement as part of the efforts to connect Qatar with more 
such agreements that open airspaces for the national carrier to fly to more destinations around the world. The agreement was 
signed by Minister of Transport HE Jassim Saif Ahmed Al Sulaiti and Belize’s Minister of Economy and Civil Aviation Andre Perez 
on the sidelines of Qatar’s participation in the 41st Session of ICAO Assembly. After the signing ceremony, the two ministers 
reviewed ways to develop Qatar-Belize relations in the fields of civil aviation and transportation services.

HE Allessandro Prunas

Qatar hosts first Arab SportsTech Forum
MERIAM JELLITI

DOHA

THE first-ever edition of Arab 
SportsTech Forum was held 
earlier this week in Qatar.

Focused on providing real 
case studies and learnings, and 
enabling companies, teams and 
individuals to establish sports 
industries, the Forum offered 
a platform to discuss the lat-
est trends, network and discuss 
opportunities and challenges in 
the industry.

Speakers and panellists 
from leading global and na-
tional organisations shared ex-
pertise and discussed the chal-
lenges and achievements in the 
field, thus providing a better 
understanding of sports tech, 
and the opportunities it offers.

Malik Shishtawi Founder 
of Arab SportsTech Forum offi-
cially announced the launch of 
the first edition of Arab sports 
Tech forum.

“With hundreds of speak-
ers and thousands of partici-
pants and great partners and 
sponsors we were able to de-
liver in the past few years great 
platforms to share knowledge 
and businesses experiences. 
Why Qatar for the first Arab 
sports tech forum? I will not 
talk about the amazing pro-
grammes like the ones offered 
here in Aspire or the great 
achievements of Qatar host-
ing for the first time a mega 

event like the FIFA World Cup 
2022 and making Every Arab 
proud of this achievement, but 
I would rather speak of how 
Qatar has always been present 
when it comes to innovation of 
sports”, he said in his welcome 
remarks.

Adding that Qatar was 
the leading country in Gulf in 
Funding research related to 
innovation and sports. “Today 
we are here to show the value 
of sports tech and e-sports in-
dustry. Many people know the 
value of sports but also many 
don’t know how technology can 
empower sports” he said

The Global Sports Technol-
ogy Market size was estimated 
at USD11.70 billion in 2020 & 
is expected to reach to reach 
USD31.21 billion by 2026 at a 
CAGR 17.75%. Shishtawi said 
that the form is not only shar-
ing business discussions, but 
also community discussions.

Leila Al Jefairi vice presi-

dent of business development 
Qatar Financial Centre Author-
ity said that in recent years, 
the global sports industry has 
evolved significantly, shifting 
towards inclusion. Digital ex-
periences such as AR digital 
platforms are turning into im-
mersive experiences for ath-
letes and fans alike.

“Qatar became the host of 
global e-sports competitions. 
According to surveys by PWC, 
the sport industry in the Middle 
East is expected to grow by 8.7% 
in the next 3 to 5 years exceeding 
the expected growth of the glob-
al sport business with only 3% 
for the same time”, she noted.

Al Jefairi said that for QFC, 
sport is one of the key focus 
areas along with digital me-
dia, and financial services: “We 
act as the main touch point 
for international firms. In the 
preparation of the FIFA World 
Cup 2022, we have ultimately 
achieved something great.
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Mark Lentz (Head of School/CEO) 
Mark Lentz has been the Head of 

School/CEO of GEMS American Acad-
emy Qatar (GAAQ) since March 2016.  
Additionally, he is also the GEMS Educa-
tion Qatar Country Lead (of both GEMS 
American Academy Qatar and GEMS 
Wellington School Qatar) since February 
2021.  Prior to his appointment in Qatar, 
he was an administrator, teacher and 
counselor in several schools, both inter-
nationally (Trinidad & Tobago, Switzer-
land, Egypt and Qatar) and in his home 
country of the United States. 

When evaluating his success as a 
Head of School and educational lead-
er, his mentor said, “you judge the ca-
liber of the school by the caliber of the 
graduating class.”  This statement has 
since influenced how Mark assesses his 
leadership as an educator and school 
administrator.  Each day, he asks him-
self, “are the students and parents sat-
isfied?” “Are they getting the caliber of 
education that they expect?”  Also, “is 
GEMS American Academy Qatar the 
type of school that people (students, 
teachers and parents) want to be a part 
of?”  Like a stool, a school needs three 
legs to stand on and these legs represent 
some of the primary stakeholders in a 
school – students, teachers and parents.  
If one of the three legs are missing, then 
the stool will fall.  Thus, this triangular 
relationship is vital for any effective and 
progressive school to have the founda-
tion necessary to stand for a lifetime.  In 
short, Mark believes that parents, teach-
ers and students must work together to 
build the school and community each 
entity envisions.

Mark holds a BA in Psychology, a 
Master’s degree in Clinical Social Work, 
a post-graduate teaching certification in 
Social Studies and is currently finalizing 
his Doctorate in Educational Leadership.

About GEMS AAQ
GEMS American Academy Qatar 

(GAAQ) first opened its doors for the 
2014 – 2015 academic year at GEMS Ed-
ucation’s flagship American school in the 
country.  Backed by GEMS Education’s 
reputation and status as the largest oper-
ator of K – 12 schools in the world, GAAQ 
has been relentlessly committed to im-
proving and delivering academic excel-
lence within a global school community.  

Since its inception, GAAQ had a singular 
focus to become a fully accredited school 
through the New England Association 
of Schools and Colleges (NEASC).  Af-
ter years of instilling a solid foundation, 
planning and executing goals, the dream 
was realized in 2019 when the school re-
ceived the highest level of accreditation 
offered by NEASC.

Throughout its history, GEMS 
American Academy Qatar has prided 
itself on being unique and leaning on 
parent, teacher, student and commu-
nity feedback in its pursuit of the school 
reaching its full potential.  As a result, 
GAAQ is consistently ranked within the 
Top 5 for highest parent satisfaction 
rating within the entire GEMS Educa-
tion network, drives award-winning 
sustainability initiatives 
which have produced 
numerous domestic 
and international 
awards, named 
“The 10 Best Inter-
nationals Schools 
in Qatar” and “Most 
Valuable Schools to 
Watch in the Mid-
dle-East,” and 

is the only school in Qatar to offer the 
full Advanced Placement (AP) Capstone 
Diploma through College Board.  More-
over, GAAQ offers an array of 60+ after 
school activities and a results-oriented 
English as a Second Language (ESL) 
program at no cost to families.  Over-
all, the diversity of the school commu-
nity (78 nationalities) facilitates an ex-
change of ideas and feedback that evoke 
deep reflection and accountability to 
always stay true to the mission, vision 
and core values of the school. 

Key initiatives
Espousing our beliefs in “student-

led, teacher supported” activities and 
“teachers facilitating learning,” GAAQ 
students taken the lead on key school 
initiatives.  For example, our Eco-
Club, comprised of both elementary 
and secondary students, have gained 
a reputation in Qatar for their love in 
maintaining and improving the world 
in which they live in.  At the start of 
the 2019 – 2020 school year, the Up-
per School Eco-Committee conducted 
a survey regarding interest of student 
in green initiatives.  Based on survey 

results ad students spearheading 
the transformation of our 

green ethos, a group of 
12 GAAQ teachers also 
formed the Green-
house Teacher Group 
to help overseen the 
establishment of 
the school’s aqua-
ponic greenhouse.  
A d d i t i o n a l l y , 

other student initiatives included, but 
are not limited to: STEMS labs using 
recycled materials, an Upper School 
green elective, paper recycling program, 
instituting reusable produce bags from 
GAAQ’s Parent Association, planting 
green walls, palm trees and plant life 
and the installation of an aquarium and 
coy pond.

Also, the Head of School and school 
principals are continuing their invest-
ment in key initiatives founded before 
the NEASC accreditation review.  These 
five key objectives – improve inquiry-
based learning, improve differentiation, 
improve cross-curricular learning op-
portunities, continue instilling core val-
ues, continue re-evaluating formative 
and summative assessment strategies 
– are integral to meeting and exceeding 
GAAQ’s major learning goals.

Key facilities
GEMS American Academy Qatar’s 

20,000 square meter campus is an in-
novative infrastructure ripe for dynamic 
and experiential learning.  Many visitors 
comment that the school has a bigger-
than-it-looks building layout, natural 
sunlight and wide spaces and corridors.  
In this facility, the visual arts spaces in-
clude a BlackBox theatre space, studios 
for 2D and 3D art and ceramics, pottery 
and sculpture rooms.  Next, the perform-
ing arts program possesses an individual 
music practice room and piano lab, an 
instrumental music and teaching space 
and a music production space.  

Then, the athletic spaces boast a 
dedicated CrossFit zone, a multipur-

pose sports hall, rooftop sports court, a 
full football (soccer) pitch, shaded play-
ground areas, indoor mini-gyms and a 
professional dance studio.  Lastly, café 
and dining areas include a Parent Café, 
a Lower School dining area and an 
Upper School café and outdoor eating 
space. Other notable areas include their 
NAAAS aquaponic greenhouse, inter-
active and technology-laden science 
labs and classrooms, dual libraries, ICT 
labs at each level, a Grade 12 lounge and 
outdoor area, quiet work spaces and 
Lower School resource rooms in each 
hallway.

Future plans
The Head of School, Mark Lentz, has 

a three-fold approach for the school’s fu-
ture.  Firstly, he is re-evaluating and re-
structuring the school’s student support 
team to better meet the needs of gifted 
and talented students as well as student 
who are below grade level.  Today, he has 
hired a Student Support Services Coordi-
nator that will begin at the 2022 – 2023 
school year.  Secondly, he is excited to 
reintroduce sports teams, afterschool 
activities (ASAs), school spirit events and 
House challenges.  Lastly, Mr. Lentz is 
working with his Upper School princi-
pals to make an impactful differentiation 
between Middle School and High School.  
For example, GAAQ will have a full-time 
Middle School Guidance Counselor for 
the first time and principals will modify 
class schedules to reflect more holistic 
development opportunities for students 
in Grades 6 – 12 starting in the 2022 – 
2023 school year.

GEMS American Academy Qatar (GAAQ)
A highly-rated, value-for-money American Curriculum 

school in Qatar offering a world-class education

PREPARING YOUR CHILD 
FOR ALL STAGES OF LIFE
A highly rated, value-for-money 
American Curriculum school in Qatar 
offering a world class education

REGISTER NOW TO SECURE YOUR CHILD’S SEAT FOR 2022/23!
SCHOOL TOURS AVAILABLE DAILY

 GEMS American Academy, Mian Street, Al Wukair, Al Wakrah, Qatar

Our American 
Leadership Team has 

over 90 years of 
combined diverse 

experience

Exceptional 
support to students 

during their 
Primary-to-Secondary

Transition

Environmentally-
Focused, Award-Winning 

Eco-Schools Green 
Flag School

One of the 
highest parent 

satisfaction ratings in 
the GEMS network

REGISTER HERE
www.gemseducation.com/gaaq1We see genius

in every child TRUSTED BY PARENTS FOR OVER 60 YEARS www.gemseducation.com

Mark Lentz (Head of School/CEO) 
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DOHA 

InternatIonally ac-
claimed and multi-award-
winning pop star nancy ajram 
held Doha audience spellbound 
with her electrifying and mem-
orable performance at the oa-
sis stage in Mall of Qatar on 
thursday, September 29.

the sensational artist, 
dubbed as the ‘Queen of arab 
Pop’, mesmerised the crowd 
with famous and timeless old 
and new songs, igniting high 
participation from the audi-
ence, who sang along with their 
idol singer. During the concert, 
nancy entertained the crowd 
with her exemplary voice and 
energetic moves to the capti-
vating beats, receiving a stand-
ing ovation from the audience.

the show is part of Mall of 
Qatar’s comprehensive plan to 
bring world renowned artists 
and shows, further enhancing 
the customer experience.  

through the concert, Mall 
of Qatar provided a unique op-
portunity for Qatar residents 
and visitors, redefining the 

overall shopping mall experi-
ence by bringing acclaimed art-
ists to the Mall to enhance its 
entertainment, retail and din-
ing offerings.

“We are honored to host 
nancy ajram in Mall of Qatar. 
again, our visitors have been 

highly entertained by the art-
ist’s magnetic performance 
that kept them on their feet 
throughout the show. We will 
continue our efforts to intro-
duce more entertainment op-
tions in order to continuously 
enhance our visitors’ experi-

ence,” said emile Sarkis, Gen-
eral Manager of Mall of Qatar.

the show is part of a 
3-month program extending to 
the end of the year and accom-
panying the FIFa World Cup 
2022 with concerts, shows and 
activations.

Tribune news neTwork
DOHA

the north Indians’ association 
(nIa) celebrated Hindi Diwas 
2022 and organised a number 
of activities as part of its Hindi 
Fortnight (Pakhwara) pro-
grammes. the closing event was 
held at the ICC’s ashoka Hall.

Hindi Diwas or Hindi Day 
is celebrated every year on Sep-
tember 14. Hindi is the national 
language of India and a main 
language in the Indian sub-
continent which is spoken and 
used by Indian Diaspora across 
the world.

north Indians’ association 
(nIa), is a prominent socio-
cultural organisation affiliated 
with the Indian Cultural Centre 
(ICC), Qatar under the aegis of 
embassy of India, Qatar.

the main programme of 
Hindi Diwas celebration was 
organised on September 23 
by nIa in collaboration with 
the embassy of India, at the 
Golden ocean Hotel, Doha. 

the cultural event was a tribute 
to the Hindi language and its 
rich heritage. the programme 
showcased skits, recitations 
in Hindi, group dances, solo/
group songs which enthralled 
the audience. 

nIa also felicitated the 
bright children of nIa mem-
bers who have passed Grades X 
and XII examinations success-
fully in 2020, 2021, 2022.

the embassy of India, Qa-
tar entrusted nIa with the 
responsibility to conduct the 
Qatar Inter-Schools Hindi 
Competitions as part of Hindi 
Pakhwara 2022. nIa’s unique 
Hindi Pakhwara events in-
cluded of Hindi essay writing, 
extempore speech, debate, 
elocution, slogan writing, po-
etry recitation and storytelling 
competitions. these were suc-
cessfully organised with the 
support of DPS-Monarch In-
ternational School, Birla Public 
School and loyola Internation-
al School, Doha, Qatar. around 
200 students from various in-

ternational Indian schools in 
Qatar participated in the inter 
school competitions.

the closing ceremony of 
Hindi Pakhwara events and 
prize distribution of various 
competitions, was organised 
on 28th october 2022 at the 
ICC ashoka Hall. the event 
was attended by a large num-
ber of community members. 
Key officials from the embassy 
of India, Doha Qatar –Sachin 

Dinkar Shankpal, First Secre-
tary (Information, education 
& labour), and Kuljeet Singh 
arora, Second Secretary (Infor-
mation, Culture & education). 
Principals of host schools, Dr. 
Meenal Bakshi, (DPS Monarch 
Intl School), Pramod ranwaka 
(loyola Intl School) and Harish 
Sanduja (Birla Public School) 
graced the occasion. Many 
other prominent community 
leaders and personalities also 

witnessed the closing event.
the programme had an 

auspicious beginning with a 
prayer song and lighting of 
lamps. Sachin Dinkar Shank-
pal, First Secretary, embassy 
of India, Doha, addressed the 
audience and congratulated the 
Indian diaspora and extended 
his best wishes. 

nIa President, rajneesh 
Shastri emphasised the role of 
Hindi in Indian culture which 
binds all Indians by a com-
mon string and brings unity. 
He said, “It is a way to stay 
in touch with the roots even 
when we are thousands of kilo-
metres away from our home-
land”. nIa’s Founder Chair-
man & Patron, Harish Kanjani 
had a feeling of pride when he 
mentioned that the nIa team 
has been regularly organis-
ing Hindi Divas for more than 
two decades. nIa MC advisory 
Chairman Mukesh Singh ap-
preciated the efforts of the nIa 
team in organising such an ex-
cellent programme. 

the closing event show-
cased cultural performances 
like Hindi folk group dances, 
elocution, group songs and 
plays performed by students 
of various Indian schools like 
DPS-Monarch International 
School, Birla Public School, 
loyola International School, 
MeS Indian School, Ideal Indi-
an School, Doha, Qatar. Felici-
tation of students by distribu-
tion of awards and certificates 
to the winners of Inter School 
Competitions was conducted 
by nIa jointly with the embas-
sy of India, Doha, Qatar.

By celebrating Hindi Di-
was, nIa has not only helped 
to promote and preserve In-
dian Culture, but has also pro-
moted the values to children 
who actively participated in the 
event. It has motivated young 
and bright students by honour-
ing their efforts in educational 
and extracurricular fields. nIa 
has always endeavoured to pro-
mote Indian culture and com-
munity spirit in Qatar.

Award-winning pop star Nancy Ajram 
delights Mall of Qatar visitors, guests

North Indians’ Association Qatar celebrates Hindi Day 2022
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tHe language departments 
of Ideal Indian School (IIS) 
marked the language Day 
with enthusiasm. language 
Day is observed with the aim 
of developing the language 
skills of students and bring-
ing out their hidden linguis-
tic potential.

exciting programmes and 
activities were organised in 
the Junior, Boys’ and Girls’ 
Sections on this special day 
to promote languages like 
Hindi, Urdu, Malayalam, ar-
abic, French, tamil, Kannada 
and Marathi. 

Students presented col-
ourful and entertaining tra-
ditional items including folk 

dances, skits, songs, 
speeches etc.

Speaking on the occasion, 
IIS Principal Shaik Shamim 
said, “In the age of globali-
sation, regional languages 
are facing a threat as we  
have embraced english as 
our lifeline to the modern 
world.”

He also stressed the im-
portance of love for one’s 
mother tongue and urged the 
students to learn and use the 
language effectively.

Students of the Junior 
Section also joined the cel-
ebration with great enthusi-
asm. Cultural programmes 
were presented in various re-
gional languages. 

Heads of sections, heads 
of departments, and lan-
guage teachers attended the 
celebration. 

assistant Head boy ah-
mad Faizal welcomed the 
gathering and akshay of class 
XI proposed vote of thanks. 
Dhilna anwar and ann Mary 
anchored the programme.
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DPS Modern Indian School 
(DPS-MIS) recently organ-
ised ‘Qatar Chapter Capacity 
Building Programme’ on the 
topic of ‘Imbibing values in 
the era of technology to spread 
awareness and strengthen the 
identity, citizenship and val-
ues of Qatar’ for the teachers 
of Indian schools in Qatar un-
der the aegis of Qatar Chapter 
Principal’s Forum. 

the interactive session 
laid emphasis on inculcat-
ing valuable virtues among 
the 21st century learners, 
reinforcement of Qatar na-
tional Identity, its culture, 
heritage and core values, 
promotion of social cohe-
sion, need of comprehensive 
education based on well-
established principles in 
the technology-driven world 
and various classroom ac-

tivities to actively engage 
students and promote ana-
lytical and critical thinking 
of students. 

the enthusiastic and en-
ergetic participation of the 
teachers defined the success 
of the programme and their 
valuable suggestions to build 
a robust education system in 
order to safeguard the young-
er generations from moral 
hazards in this alluring digital 
age, paved the way for a sus-
tainable world which is led 
by technologically advanced, 
morally strong and socially 
responsible citizens.  

the seminar was held in 
two sessions. 

DPS-MIS Principal asna 
nafees gave valuable insights 
on the topic and appreciated 
the resource persons DPS 
Modern Indian School faculty 
members lakshmi Bijoy and 
Dr Deepika for their engaging 
presentations.

IIS celebrates Language Day

DPS-MIS conducts 
capacity building 
training for teachers

Nancy Ajram, dubbed as the ‘Queen of Arab Pop’, charmed the crowd 
with her old and new songs.

Nancy, who entertained the crowd with her exemplary voice and energetic moves to the captivating beats, 
receives a standing ovation from the audience.

The programmes were organised to promote languages like Hindi, Urdu, Malayalam, Arabic, French, Tamil, 
Kannada and Marathi. 
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FiFteen high school students 
from Qatar are undergoing rig-
orous training sessions at texas 
A&M University at Qatar, a Qa-
tar Foundation partner univer-
sity, as they prepare to repre-
sent Qatar at the FiRSt Global 
challenge to be held in Geneva, 
Switzerland. FiRSt is For in-
spiration and Recognition of 
Science and technology.

the FiRSt Global Challenge 
is an Olympics-style, interna-
tional robotics competition 
that takes place in a different 
country each year. teams work 
together to complete tasks in a 
game themed around one of the 
greatest challenges facing our 
planet, including the 14 Grand 
Challenges for engineering, in 
an effort to foster understand-

ing and cooperation among 
the youth of the world as they 
use their abilities to solve the 
world’s problems. 

team Qatar, which includes 
students from eight different 
schools, is mentored by texas 
A&M at Qatar’s SteM experts 
tala Katbeh’2015 and Benjamin 
Cieslinski’1995 in the universi-
ty’s SteM Hub, a joint initiative 
between texas A&M at Qatar 
and Qatar national Research 
Fund. the team members are 
formed as part of the SHRC 
initiative (SteM Hub Robotics 
Club) at texas A&M at Qatar, 
which was established in 2019 
to teach students around Qatar 
about the importance of SteM 
through robotics.

this year’s theme, “Carbon 
Capture,” brought together stu-
dents from different nations to 
work towards understanding 

and coming up with solutions 
for one of the greatest chal-
lenges we are facing: climate 
change. texas A&M at Qatar 
provided the space, the kits and 
the expertise to guide the youth 
of Qatar who have a common 

interest in robotics to work for 
12 weeks on problem-solving 
and building a robot to tackle 
the issue of global warming in 
this environment-themed sea-
son.

Maryam Al Mansouri, a 
grade 12 student at Michael e. 
DeBakey High School at Qatar, 
said, “together with my team, 
we are excited to represent Qa-
tar at the FiRSt Global Chal-
lenge. We are working hard to 

prepare ourselves to face the 
best teams the world has to of-
fer. this experience has not 
been just about learning about 
robotics and engineering, but 
also learn about many cultures 
and common factors that we 
share among each other. it also 
helped us learn how to manage 
time, be organised, and bond 
well as a team. We can’t wait to 
raise our flag high in Switzer-
land.”

Maab Ahmed, a grade 12 
student, said, “We are grateful 
to our mentors at texas A&M at 
Qatar, for their extraordinary ef-
forts, and value the insights and 
guidance they provide us. their 
faith and support motivate us to 
do better. i believe being part of 
this year’s FiRSt Global Chal-
lenge has been an enormous 
learning curve for us, partici-
pating in this competition is not 
only an opportunity for us as stu-
dents to consolidate our experi-
ences and knowledge, but also a 
platform for a diverse communi-
ty of members to find solutions 
and collaborate on issues of 

purpose. One of the things that 
make our team unique is that we 
have a wide range of viewpoints 
on almost everything! We have 
gained an extensive amount of 
technical knowledge, while also 
realising the role we play in cli-
mate change mitigation. Cer-
tainly, we will make a significant 
difference in the world, once we 
come together, and i think that 
is the most valuable outcome 
even beyond winning and scor-
ing high ranks.”

Katbeh said, “We are very 
proud of the students we are 
training to be the next genera-
tion of engineers through teach-
ing them about programming, 
structural design, innovation, 
and critical thinking. each stu-
dent brings different skills that 
are combined to form a strong 
and diligent team. through the 
team members’ commitment 
and hard work, this group of 
talented students will be rep-
resenting Qatar internationally 
and we are grateful for the sup-
port from texas A&M Univer-
sity at Qatar.”

in 2018, team Qatar won 
bronze at the FiRSt Global 
Challenge competition held in 
Mexico. in 2020, texas A&M 
at Qatar signed an agreement 
with FiRSt (For inspiration 
and Recognition of Science and 
technology) to host an annual 
contest in Qatar. Since then, stu-
dents mentored by texas A&M 
at Qatar have been participating 
in various global events robotics 
events hosted by FiRSt Global.

Cieslinski said, “these chal-
lenges bring together students 
and SteM leaders from around 
the world in an engaging and 
collaborative competition. And 
these experiences will enhance 
the student’s capabilities, be-
yond a classroom. networking, 
brainstorming, and being able 
to develop potential solutions 
to address real world challenges 
— these can really contribute 
to shaping a student. Our stu-
dents have been putting in a lot 
of time and effort to prepare for 
the competition, and i have no 
doubt that they will make us 
proud.”
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MAtHAF: Arab Museum of 
Modern Art has unveiled ‘in-
spired by the Land’, an exhibi-
tion by local artist AlMaha Al-
Maadeed. 

inspired by the Land, on 
view until 28 January 2023, 
questions the effects of ur-
banisation in Qatar on the re-
engagement with nature and 
explores the interlinked rela-
tionship between natural his-
tory, sustainability, cultural 
memory and modernity. 

the seven artworks featured 
in the exhibition demonstrate 
AlMaadeed’s artistic process of 
contextualising family archives 
using verses of poetry and oral 
literature as archives of cultural 

memory.

Zeina Arida, director of 
Mathaf, said: “Mathaf provides 
a vital platform for local and 
regional talent to showcase 
their work and connect with 
audiences. We are pleased to 
present the work of AlMaha Al-
Maadeed, a talented emerging 
Qatari artist whose exhibition 

inspired by the Land explores 
nostalgia from multiple per-
spectives. We look forward to 
welcoming the community and 
visitors to Qatar to this new ex-
hibition.”

through her work, Al-
Maadeed narrates the practice 
of archiving cultural memory 

and family history. A self-pro-
claimed ‘naturalist’, AlMaadeed 
enjoys exploring Qatar’s desert 
landscape and flora, drawing 
inspiration from nature and 
employing it in her artwork. 

Her work has been exhib-
ited at AlBahie Auction House 
(2021), the Gallery at VCUarts 

Qatar (2021, 2020), and Al-
Hosh Art Gallery (2020). 

Mathaf is the world’s most 
important resource for the 
study and display of 20th and 
21st century art from the Arab 
world and a major collecting 
institution as well as a centre 
for research and study.

inspired by the Land is on 
view until 28 January 2023 at 
Mathaf: Arab Museum of Mod-
ern Art. 

Mathaf: Arab Museum of 
Modern Art serves as the Arab 
world’s leading modern and 
contemporary art museum. 
the Museum offers a welcom-
ing, vibrant environment that 
invites evolving discussions 
about modern art in the region 
and beyond. 

Home to a permanent col-
lection that offers a distinc-
tively unique comprehensive 
overview of modern and con-
temporary art from north Afri-
ca and the Middle east, Mathaf 
(“museum” in Arabic) also 
performs a vitalrole as a centre 
for dialogue and scholarship 
and a resource for fostering  
creativity.

Monitored by Texas A & M University in Qatar,
Qatar team set to take on world best in Geneva

Mathaf showcases work of emerging Qatari artist AlMaha AlMaadeed
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QAtAR University’s (QU) 
Young Scientists Center (YSC) 
has launched the ninth cycle of 
its successful Science in Sports 
programme, which follows the 
SteM curriculum in an in-
novative framework to attract 
school students to explore the 
science behind sports.

the programme will enable 
the students to understand the 
scientific fields such as sports 
engineering, and sports mate-
rials science and their impact 
on sports equipment and play-
ers’ efficiency.

the ninth cycle of the pro-
gramme includes Omar bin Al 
Khattab Secondary School for 
Boys, Musab bin Omair Sec-
ondary independent School for 
Boys, Hassan bin thabet Sec-
ondary School for Boys, Hamad 
bin Abdullah Secondary School 
for Boys, Al Shamal Secondary 
School for Boys, Dukhan Sec-
ondary School for Boys and Al-
Hayat international School. 

the participating students 
attend scientific workshops 
and practical activities where 
they learn about important 
physical concepts, theories and 
laws for choosing the materials 
used in the designing of balls 
and sports equipment, in addi-
tion to studying the designing 

of stadiums and sports facilities 
and the importance of research 
in developing them to ensure 
high efficiency of players. 

Students work collectively 
in groups, and they will attend 
a final competition to design an 
innovative football with new 
tools that improve its qualities. 
QU professors and members of 
the Qatar Olympic Committee 
will evaluate the participants.

the programme also in-
troduced a technology track 
to teach students the basics 
of programming in different 
languages and new scientific 
trends to be applied in creat-
ing programmes and applica-
tions in the sports field. Sev-
eral schools participated in 
this track such as the Mesaieed 
Secondary School for Boys, 
Zubaida School for Girls and 
Al-Jazeera Academy for Boys. 
the participants will be evalu-
ated as well at a final competi-
tion, which will also be held at 
QU.

Prof noora Al-thani, direc-
tor of the QU-YSC, said, “the 
interest in sports contributes 
to the progress and building of 
societies in a way that stimu-
lates all aspects of the society. 
in order to improve and de-
velop sports, institutions and 
research centres must publish 
and support scientific studies 
related to sports.

QnA 
Doha

tHe Ministry of education 
and Higher education, in co-
operation with the Qatar Re-
search Development and in-
novation Council, and Qatar 
Science and technology Park, 
has announced the launch of 
the activities of the national 
Science Research and innova-
tion Week, under the slogan 
‘Promising Researchers for Qa-
tar’ with the participation of all 
teachers and students of public 
and private schools.

the activities of the na-
tional Science Research and in-
novation Week will feature the 
finalists for the 135 preparatory 
and secondary research pro-
jects, divided into eight catego-

ries: biomedicine, engineering, 
computing and communica-
tion systems, earth and envi-
ronmental sciences, chemistry 
and materials science, botany 
and animal science, behav-
ioural and social sciences, en-
ergy, physics and mathematics, 
and about 270 male and female 
students from 100 middle and 
high schools participate in it.

the ministry added that 
the final qualifiers for the par-
ticipating research projects, 
which are the product of inter-
nal school exhibitions in which 
students compete in various 
scientific fields, will be held 
during the period from October 
2 to 5.

training workshops, spon-
sored and organised by Shell, 
will be held for the scientific 

research coordinators and su-
pervisors accompanying the 
students, and implemented by 
Shell’s main global programme 
for science, technology, en-
gineering and mathematics 
‘nXplorers’ in the company’s 
laboratories, in addition to a 
technical presentation of the 
water and salt car project.

the Qatar Scientific Club 
is participating in a workshop 
on practical innovation in edu-

cation to be presented by its 
executive Director engineer 
Rashid Hussein Al Rahimi.

the ministry noted that an 
exhibition of the winning re-
search in the first three places 
in various competitions will be 
held on October 12, in addi-
tion to honouring the students 
who won the partners research, 
which includes ‘the research of 
the Qatar Scientific Club, the 
research of Researches of the 
national traffic Safety Com-
mittee, the Ministry of interior, 
and the research of the Su-
preme Committee for Delivery 
and Legacy, in the presence of 
representatives for each entity.

the closing ceremony will be 
held on the following day to hon-
our the three winning research 
projects in the competition.
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QAtAR environment and ener-
gy Research institute (QeeRi), 
part of Hamad Bin Khalifa Uni-
versity (HBKU), recently con-
cluded the successful 2022 edi-
tion of the eight-week QeeRi 
Summer Research Opportuni-
ties (QSRO) programme.

the summer cohort of 30 
students included a mix of fresh 
graduates who had studied 
abroad as well as current stu-
dents from HBKU, Qatar Uni-
versity, texas A&M University at 
Qatar (tAMUQ), Carnegie Mel-
lon University in Qatar (CMUQ), 
and University of Doha for Sci-
ence and technology (UDSt).

the interns were hosted 
in June and August across the 
different research centres at 
QeeRi, including its energy, 
environment and Sustainability, 
Water, and Corrosion Centres, 
benefiting from mentorship of-
fered by scientists and faculty.

in its commitment to prepar-

ing the next generation of Qa-
tar’s scientific workforce, QeeRi 
has established internships for 
high school and college students 
as well as fresh graduates in a va-
riety of SteM disciplines. these 
programmes are available in 
summer, but other opportunities 
are available year-round.

the QSRO programme, in 
particular, has been a spring-
board for early career scientists 
to launch promising careers. Fol-
lowing the 2021 edition, QeeRi 
hired two of the programme’s 
interns. Sara Mohiddin Abdalla 

Wahib now works at the environ-
ment and Sustainability Centre, 
while Sumia Manzoor Ahmed 
works at the Corrosion Centre.

Former intern inas Hus-
sain Mahir said: “My internship 
experience with QeeRi, which 
centred on the PV Adoption and 
trade project under the energy 
Management Programme with 
Dr. Ameni Boumaiza, gave me 
valuable insight into the field 
of research. the experience 
not only enlightened me with 
knowledge but also offered me 
networking opportunities and 

exposure to broaden my career 
outlook.”

Diram tabaa, currently in-
terning at QeeRi’s energy cen-
tre, said: “As an intern for the 
internet of things (iot) data 
collection project, my experi-
ence was not simply all about 
completing tasks. in fact, it was 
a learning opportunity that gal-
vanised my aptitude for learn-
ing new technologies, and also 
sharpened my communication 
skills and teamwork ethics. 
Knowing how to implement an 
idea is one skill, being able to 
discuss and foster new ideas is a 
completely different - and equal-
ly important - skill.”

Monir Aljaradli, a current in-
tern supervised by Dr. Mariana 
Costa Folena at the Corrosion 
Centre, added: “the experience, 
knowledge, and skills i gained at 
the Corrosion Centre make me 
excited for my career. i would 
highly recommend the QeeRi 
summer internship programme 
to anyone interested in such op-
portunities.”

QU-YSC opens 9th 
cycle of Science in 
Sports programme

National Science Research and Innovation Week: 
Ministry of Education launches a slew of activities

HBKU’s QEERI wraps up summer research opportunities scheme

The artworks featured in the exhibition demonstrate AlMaadeed’s artistic process of contextualising family archives using verses of poetry and oral 
literature as archives of cultural memory.

QF partner Texas A&M at Qatar mentors 
high school students for FIRST Global  
Challenge robotics competition 
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The FIRST Global 
Challenge is an Olympics-
style, international robot-
ics competition that takes 
place in a different coun-
try each year

QU’s Young Scientists Center has launched the ninth cycle of the  
Science in Sports programme.
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A drive through Doha today 
will dispel any lingering doubts 
about Qatar’s ability to host 
the World Cup. From roads to 
parks to streets and buildings, 
the transformation the city has 
seen is unmistakable. Capti-
vating artworks have sprung 
up in some of the most unex-
pected places, highways have 
grown bigger and better and 
parks have become more lush 
and verdant, all of which have 
elevated the aesthetic appeal of 
the city.

Hamad Al Rashed, a prop-
erty owner, told Qatar Tribune, 
“Qatar has sought to provide 
an inspiring model for future 
generations, and teach young 
people in the country and the 
Arab world the possibility of 
achieving what may seem im-
possible, especially after many 
doubted Qatar’s ability to host a 
tournament of this magnitude. 
But now everyone is witnessing 
the ability to achieve it on the 
ground.

“I was one of those people 
who decorated their buildings 
with photos of international 
football stars, especially with 
the countdown to the start of 
the FIFA World Cup Qatar 
2022, all roads, facades, and 
alleys in Qatar schools, uni-

versities, private and public 
property, squares and public 

streets are filled with posters 
bearing the logo of the World 

Cup, images of the stars of Al-
Annabi, as well as the flags of 

the qualifying countries for the 
World Cup.” Qatar has rolled 
out several initiatives to wel-
come World Cup visitors and 
introduce to them its heritage, 
customs and traditions and the 
typical Qatari generosity. 

The Ministry of Education 
and Higher Education, Ash-
ghal, Qatar Museums, the Mu-
nicipality Ministry and other 
ministries and government 
bodies have recently organized 
and founded initiatives that 
changed the face of the city of 

Doha.
A few days ago, the Qatar 

Football Association (QFA) an-
nounced its promotional cam-
paign to support the Qatari 
national team, as well as special 
activities and events for fans 
during the World Cup, in coop-
eration with its main partners 
and supporters of the national 
team from various companies 
and institutions.

Qatari artist Abdul Hamid 
Siddiqi said, “Qatar’s success 
at the 2022 World Cup requires 
everyone’s cooperation — citi-
zens, residents and everyone 
in the country should be part of 
this success.”

Qatar has intensified its 
preparations in all respects, 
and the features of the World 
Cup have appeared in all areas 
and streets of Doha.

Journalist Omar Mekki 
opined: “With 49 days to go 
for the World Cup, we really 
feel distinctive efforts are being 
made to make the event a suc-
cess.”

Qatar’s message was also 
clear to all visitors to the region 
confirming its ability to receive 
and welcome all arrivals to the 
State, and be a typical model 
of a first Arab country to hold 
and host this worldwide event, 
which brings millions in one 
place for the love of football and 
their teams.     

Doha’s transformation captures public imagination 
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FOR the first time in 64 years, 
Wales have qualified for the FIFA 
World Cup.

On their debut appearance in 
the finals, in 1958, the Dragons 
made it all the way to the quarter-
finals before narrowly losing to 
eventual champions Brazil. The 
only goal scorer that day in Goth-
enburg was the legendary Pelé, who 
was just 17 years old.

Fast-forward more than six 
decades, and Wales are once again 
ready to take on the world’s best. 
And one man who cannot wait to see 
his countrymen in action in Qatar is 
Rhodri Williams, who has worked 
as a broadcaster and businessman 
in Doha for the last ten years.

Originally from Barry in the 
Vale of Glamorgan, Williams pre-
sents football coverage for Al Kass 
Sports Channels and helps to run 
popular Doha restaurant, The Cur-
ry House. He previously worked 
for the BBC, ITV, Channel 5, Sky 
Sports and Setanta Sports in the 
UK.

The 54-year-old lives in West 
Bay with his wife, Oksana, and is 
looking forward to welcoming Ga-
reth Bale and co, as Wales prepare 
to face England, the USA and Iran 
in Group B later this year.

What were your emotions 
when Wales defeated Ukraine 
in the qualifying play-off to 
secure their spot at Qatar 
2022?

My father passed away in March 
last year and he was a huge sports 

fan. I felt him watching from wher-
ever he is now and somehow giving 
inspirational power to our goal-
keeper, Wayne Hennessey, who 
possibly had the game of his ca-

reer that night. We were lucky, as 
Ukraine played brilliantly – but it 
went our way in the end. My over-
riding emotion was pride, while 
also thinking about my dad.

Wales fans are very passion-
ate sports fans. What can we 
expect from Dragons support-
ers in Qatar?

They will come here and enjoy 
the full experience – including eve-
rything Qatar has to offer. I think 
it’s interesting with Wales because 
my generation never experienced 
us qualifying for anything. The 
younger generation think it’s the 
norm because in the last six years, 
we’ve qualified for two European 
Championships and now a World 
Cup. It really means so much to 
us to have qualified, as we’ve not 
been here since 1958. There’s even 
a slight level of expectation of how 
the team will do. Everyone is very 
excited and ready to have fun at this 
tournament. 

What advice would you give 
to Wales fans travelling to Qa-
tar?

Come and enjoy yourself, and 
just show the kind of respect you 
would show anywhere else. Enjoy 
what is laid on for you – which will 
be a lot – and just have a level of 
mindfulness for the region and its 
traditions. There are so many tra-
ditions here that are interesting, so 
I think it’s nice if people take the 
time to learn a little bit more about 
the culture here and experience it.

Wales will play all their 
matches at Ahmad Bin Ali Sta-
dium – how excited are you 
for the games?   

I’m really looking forward to it. 
I was there for the Amir Cup final 
between Al Sadd and Al Arabi in 

2020 – and it’s a fantastic stadium. 
These are all one-off games on an 
excellent playing surface, so hope-
fully Ahmad Bin Ali can become a 
shrine for Wales fans, where happy 
memories are made.

What are your expectations 
for Wales going into the tour-
nament?

I feel we are capable of getting 
through the group. I think Eng-
land will finish top of Group B. If 
we get to the last 16, I think we will 
play the Netherlands and probably 
go out of the tournament – that’s 
my prediction. It would be a huge 
achievement – but also a realistic 
one – to reach the knockout rounds.

Tell us more about your life in 
Qatar.

I first came out here in 2008 
when I joined Al Jazeera Sport to 
do a show on the Beijing Olympics. 
After that, I came out from time to 
time, before moving here in 2012 to 
work for Al Kass and present cover-
age of the Qatar Stars League. 

I really enjoy living here. Qatar 
is about half the size of Wales and 
nowhere is far from the sea. It’s a 
very diverse place and I think fans 
who come here for the World Cup 
will marvel at what they see. There 
are amazing beaches and so many 
incredible dining options. We have 
cuisine from everywhere. Some of 
my favourite meals have been at 
hidden, out-of-the-way places. I 
also love the golf courses out here. 
Both Education City and Doha Golf 
Club are wonderful courses and I’m 
grateful to spend time with friends 
there.

‘Wales fans are very excited and 
ready to have fun in Qatar’
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Qatar’s winning of the right to host the FIFA World Cup 2022 has helped accelerate the pace of the 
country’s development, with several World Cup projects elevating the aesthetic appeal of the city.

Broadcaster Rhodri Williams is ready to share a special FIFA World Cup experience with fellow Dragons followers

I really enjoy living here. Qatar is about half the size of Wales and 
nowhere is far from the sea. It’s a very diverse place and I think fans 
who come here for the World Cup will marvel at what they see. There 
are amazing beaches and so many incredible dining options. We have 
cuisine from everywhere. Some of my favourite meals have been at 
hidden, out-of-the-way places. I also love the golf courses out here. 
Both Education City and Doha Golf Club are wonderful courses and I’m 
grateful to spend time with friends there..
Rhodri Williams, who has worked as a broadcaster and businessman in 
Doha for the last 10 years
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The death toll from a suicide 
bombing at an education centre 
in the Afghan capital has risen 
to 35, according to the United 
Nations mission to the country, 
as women reportedly took to 
the streets to protest against the 
targeting of the hazara ethnic 
minority.

At least 82 others were 
wounded in Friday’s attack 
at the Kaj education centre in 
Dasht-e-Barchi, home to a large 
hazara community located in 
western Kabul, according to the 
UN mission.

The toll is higher than the 
casualty numbers Kabul au-
thorities have so far released.

“Majority of casualties are 
girls and young women,” the 
mission tweeted on Saturday. 
“All names need documenting 
and remembering and justice 
must be done.” No group has 
claimed responsibility for the at-
tack, which occurred in a wom-
en’s section of the centre where 
young people had gathered to 
take a mock university exam.

however, the local ISIL 
(ISIS) affiliate, a rival to the 

Taliban, has claimed responsi-
bility for similar attacks on edu-
cation centres in recent years, 
including a suicide attack on an 

education centre in the same 
neighbourhood that killed 24 in 
2020.

At least 85 people were also 
killed in another unclaimed at-
tack near a school in Dasht-e-
Barchi in May 2021.

The Taliban, which swept 
to power amid a foreign troop 
withdrawal in August 2021, 
has promised to bring stability 
to the country after 20 years of 
war, but a spate of recent vio-
lence has undermined that nar-
rative.

On Friday, the AFP news 
agency reported that more than 
50 women defied a Taliban ban 

on rallies to call for an end to 
violence against the hazara 
people, who have alleged years 
of persecution by the ruling 
Taliban while being repeatedly 
targeted by ISIL attacks.

The group chanted “stop 
hazara genocide, it’s not a 
crime to be a Shia”, as they 
marched past a hospital in 
Dasht-e-Barchi where several 
victims of the attack were be-
ing treated, according to an AFP 
correspondent.

Protesters later gathered in 
front of the hospital and chant-
ed slogans as dozens of heav-
ily armed Taliban, some carry-
ing rocket-propelled grenade 
launchers, kept watch, accord-
ing to the news agency.

Al Jazeera however, could 
not independently verify the re-
ports of protests.

Women’s protests have be-
come increasingly risky since 
the Taliban came to power, with 
numerous demonstrators de-
tained in past rallies or broken 
up by Taliban forces firing shots 
in the air.

Rights groups have called 
on the Taliban to better protect 
the country’s residents.

Amnesty International de-
scribed Friday’s attack as a 
“shamefaced reminder of the 
inaptitude and utter failure of 
the Taliban, as de-facto authori-
ties, to protect the people of Af-
ghanistan”.

Meanwhile, the organisa-
tion’s South Asia campaigner, 
Samira hamidi, said the Tali-
ban has done little to protect 
ethnic minorities since taking 
power.

“Their actions of omission 
and commission have only fur-
ther aggravated the risk to the 
lives of the people of Afghani-
stan especially those belonging 
to ethnic and minority commu-
nities,” she said in a statement 
on Friday.

The Norwegian Refugee 
Council also condemned the at-
tack, calling on the authorities 
to take steps to ensure that edu-
cational facilities are protected.

“An education centre filled 
with youth preparing for exams 
should be a venue for joy, focus 
and excitement – never awash 
with blood and horror,” Neil 
Turner, the Norwegian Refugee 
Council’s country director in Af-
ghanistan, said in a statement.

Afghan women display placards and chant slogans during a protest they call ‘Stop Hazara genocide’ a day after a suicide bomb attack at Dasht-e-
Barchi learning centre, in Kabul on Saturday. (AFP)

Kabul attack: Death 
toll rises to 35 mostly 
‘girls, young women’

ANGER
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MAINTAININg that only dia-
logue can settle differences, 
India abstained on a draft reso-
lution condemning Russia’s 
annexation of four Ukrainian 
territories that was tabled in 
the UN Security Council and 
called for an immediate cessa-
tion of violence.

In an explanation of the 
vote, Ruchira Kamboj, India’s 
Permanent Representative to 
the UN Ambassador, said, “We 
urge that all efforts are made by 
concerned sides for the imme-
diate cessation of violence and 
hostilities. Dialogue is the only 
answer to settling differences 
and disputes.” 

She said, “The path to peace 
requires us to keep all channels 
of diplomacy open. escalation 
of rhetoric or tensions is in no 
one’s interest. It’s important 
that pathways are found for a 
return to the negotiating table. 
Keeping in view the totality of 
the evolving situation, India 
has decided to abstain on this 
resolution.” 

“Prime Minister Modi 

has unequivocally conveyed 
this in his discussions with 
world leaders, including with 
the Presidents of the Russian 
Federation and Ukraine, and 
so has our eAM in his recent 
engagements at United Na-
tions general Assembly during 
high-Level Week.” 

The 15-nation UN Security 
Council on Friday voted on the 
draft resolution tabled by the 
US and Albania that condemns 
Russia’s “organisation of illegal 
so-called referenda in regions 
within Ukraine’s internation-
ally recognised borders.” 

The resolution declares 
that Russia’s “unlawful ac-
tions” with regards to the “il-
legal so-called referenda” taken 
on September 23 to 27 this year 
in parts of Ukraine’s regions of 
Luhansk, Donetsk, Kherson, 
and Zaporizhzhya that are un-
der Russia’s temporary control 
can have “no validity” and can-
not form the basis for any alter-
ation of the status of these re-
gions of Ukraine, including any 
“purported annexation” of any 
of these regions by Moscow.

The resolution failed to get 

adopted as Russia vetoed it. Of 
the 15-nation Council, 10 na-
tions voted for the resolution 
while China, gabon, India and 
Brazil abstained.

Kamboj said India was 
deeply disturbed by the re-
cent turn of developments in 
Ukraine and New Delhi has 
always advocated that no solu-
tion can ever arrive at the cost 
of human lives.

Referring to Modi’s remark 
to Putin on the sidelines of the 
SCO Summit in Uzbekistan’s 
Samarkand that “today’s era is 
not an era of war”, Kamboj said 

New Delhi sincerely hopes for 
an early resumption of peace 
talks to bring about an imme-
diate ceasefire and resolution 
of the conflict.

“India’s position has been 
clear and consistent from the 
very beginning of this conflict. 
The global order is anchored 
on the principles of the UN 
Charter, international law and 
respect for sovereignty and the 
territorial integrity of all states. 
escalation of rhetoric or ten-
sion is in no one’s interest,” she 
said.

“It is important that path-

ways are found for a return to 
the negotiating table. Keeping 
in view the totality of the evolv-
ing situation, India decided 
to abstain on the resolution,” 
Kamboj said.

Russian President Putin on 
Friday proclaimed the annexa-
tion of the Ukrainian regions 
of Donetsk, Luhansk, Kherson 
and Zaporizhzhia.

The announcement came a 
day after UN Secretary-general 
Antonio guterres said that “any 
annexation of a State’s terri-
tory by another State resulting 
from the threat or use of force 
is a violation of the Principles 
of the UN Charter and inter-
national law.” “Any decision to 
proceed with the annexation 
of Donetsk, Luhansk, Kherson 
and Zaporizhzhia regions of 
Ukraine would have no legal 
value and deserves to be con-
demned,” guterres said.

“It cannot be reconciled 
with the international legal 
framework. It stands against 
everything the international 
community is meant to stand 
for. It flouts the purposes and 
principles of the United Na-

tions. It is a dangerous esca-
lation. It has no place in the 
modern world. It must not be 
accepted,” the UN chief said.

The resolution also calls 
upon all States, international 
organisations and special-
ised agencies not to recognise 
any alteration of the status of 
Ukraine’s regions of Luhansk, 
Donetsk, Kherson or Zapor-
izhzhya on the basis of Russia’s 
“unlawful actions” with regards 
to the illegal so-called refer-
enda taken on September 23 
to 27, and to refrain from any 
action or dealing that might be 
interpreted as recognising any 
such altered status.

It also decides that Russia 
shall “immediately, completely 
and unconditionally” withdraw 
all of its military forces from 
the territory of Ukraine within 
its internationally recognised 
borders, which includes those 
regions addressed by the “il-
legal so-called referenda” to 
enable a peaceful resolution of 
the conflict between Russia and 
Ukraine through political dia-
logue, negotiation, mediation 
or other peaceful means.

Only dialogue can settle differences: India on Russia’s 
Ukrainian annexation after abstaining at UNSC

North Korea 
conducts 4th 
round of missile 
tests in 1 week

Agencies 

NORTh Korea on Saturday 
test-fired two short-range 
ballistic missiles, its neigh-
bors said, the fourth round 
this week of weapons launch-
es that prompted quick, 
strong condemnation from 
its rivals.

In an unusually strong re-
buke of North Korea’s weap-
ons programs, South Korean 
President Yoon Suk Yeol 
said North Korea’s “obses-
sion” with nuclear weapons 
is deepening the suffering of 
its own people, and warned of 
an “overwhelming response” 
from South Korean and U.S. 
militaries should such weap-
ons be used.

“North Korea hasn’t 
abandoned its obsession with 
nukes and missiles despite 
the persistent internation-
al objection in the past 30 
years,” Yoon said during an 
Armed Forces Day ceremony 
at the military headquarters 
in central South Korea. 

“The development of nu-
clear weapons will plunge 
the lives of North Korean 
people in further pains.” “If 
North Korea attempts to use 
nukes, it’ll face a resolute, 
overwhelming response by 
the South Korea-U.S. alliance 
and our military,” Yoon said.

Yoon’s comments could 
enrage North Korean leader 
Kim Jong Un, who in July al-
leged that Yoon’s government 
was led by “confrontation 
maniacs” and “gangsters.” 
Kim has also rebuffed Yoon’s 
offers of massive assistance in 
return for denuclearization.

The North’s testing spree 
this week is seen as a re-
sponse to recent naval drills 
between South Korea and the 
United States and their other 
training that involved Japan. 
North Korea views such mili-
tary exercises by the allies 
as an invasion rehearsal and 
argues they reveal U.S. and 
South Korean “double stand-
ards” because they brand 
the North’s weapons tests as 
provocation.

On Saturday, South Ko-
rea, Japanese and U.S. mili-
taries said they detected the 
two North Korean missile 
launches. South Korea said 
the liftoffs occurred from 
North Korea’s capital region.

According to South Ko-
rean and Japanese estimates, 
the missiles flew about 350-
400 kilometers (220-250 
miles) at a maximum altitude 
of 30-50 kilometers (20-30 
miles) before they landed in 

the waters between the Ko-
rean Peninsula and Japan. 
Toshiro Ino, Japan’s vice de-
fense minister, said the mis-
siles showed “irregular” tra-
jectory.

Some observers say the 
weapons’ reported low and 
“irregular” trajectory suggest 
they were likely nuclear-ca-
pable, highly maneuverable 
missiles modeled after Rus-
sia’s Iskander missile. They 
say North Korea has devel-
oped the Iskander-like weap-
on to defeat South Korean 
and U.S. missile defenses and 
strike key targets in South 
Korea, including U.S. military 
bases there.

The five other ballistic 
missiles fired by North Korea 
on three occasions this week 
show similar trajectories to 
the ones detected Saturday.

“The repeated ballistic 
missile firings by North Ko-
rea are a grave provocation 
that undermines peace and 
security on the Korean Penin-
sula and in the international 
community,” South Korea’s 
Joint Chiefs of Staff said in a 
statement.

Ino called the launches 
“absolutely impermissible,” 
adding that four rounds 
of missile testing by North 
Korea in a week is “unprec-
edented.” 

The U.S. Indo-Pacific 
Command said the launches 
highlight “the destabilizing 
impact” of North Korea’s un-
lawful weapons of mass de-
struction and ballistic missile 
programs.

On Friday, South Korea, 
the United States and Japan 
held their first trilateral anti-
submarine drills in five years 
off the Korean Peninsula’s 
east coast. earlier this week, 
South Korean and U.S. war-
ships conducted bilateral 
exercises in the area for four 
days. Both military drills this 
week involved the nuclear-
powered aircraft carrier USS 
Ronald Reagan.

The North Korean missile 
tests this week also bookend-
ed U.S. Vice President Ka-
mala harris’ visit Thursday 
to South Korea, where she 
reaffirmed the United States’ 
“ironclad” commitment to 
the security of its Asian allies.

Worries about North Ko-
rea’s nuclear program have 
grown since the North last 
month adopted a new law au-
thorizing the preemptive use 
of nuclear weapons in cer-
tain situations, a move that 
shows its escalatory nuclear  
doctrine.

Ruchira Kamboj, India’s Permanent Representative to UN Ambassador.

Women’s protests have 
become increasingly risky 
since the Taliban came to 
power, with numerous dem-
onstrators detained in past 
rallies or broken up by 
Taliban forces firing shots 
in the air



DPA 
RIO DE JANERIO

BRAZIL’S Amazon region is 
experiencing its worst fires in 
12 years, the country’s National 
Institute for Space Research 
(INPE) said on Saturday.

In September, 41,282 fires 
were registered in the region, 
according to INPE.

The last time there were 
more fires in a month was Sep-
tember 2012.

Wildfire season in Brazil 

runs from June to October. 
In most cases, trees are 

felled first and then the cleared 
areas are set on fire to create 
new pastures and farmland for 
soybean cultivation.

Because the rainforest in 
the Amazon region can hold 
immense amounts of the green-
house gas carbon dioxide, it is 
also of great importance for the 
global climate. 

Environmental protec-
tion is among the issues in the 
country’s presidential election  

on Sunday.
Brazil’s right-wing Presi-

dent Jair Bolsonaro has pri-
marily concentrated on the 
Amazon region’s economic po-
tential and wants to open up 
more land for agriculture and 
mining.

His rival, left-wing former 
president Luiz Inácio Lula da 
Silva, on the other hand, has 
promised to strengthen envi-
ronmental and climate protec-
tion in the future. Lula is clearly 
ahead in the opinion polls.

Brazil’s Amazon region 
sees worst fires in 12 years

Dozens arrested 
for fraud  
ahead of Brazil 
presidential poll

DPA 
RIO DE JANEIRO 

DOZENS of people have been 
arrested for electoral fraud 
ahead of Brazil’s presidential 
election on Sunday.

A total of 34 arrests were 
made for attempted election 
manipulation, the Justice Min-
istry said on Saturday.

They were part of an op-
eration that has been ongoing 
since Monday.

Some 3 million reais 
($556,000) were confiscated.

On Saturday alone, the day 
before the first round of voting, 
11 suspects were arrested and 
90,000 reais were confiscated, 
according to the ministry. Sev-
en cases involved an attempt to 
buy votes.

Right-wing incumbent Jair 
Bolsonaro faces leftist former 
president Inácio Lula da Silva 
in Sunday’s election.

Lula is clearly ahead in the 
polls. However, Bolsonaro has 
cast doubts on the electoral 
system in advance and indicat-
ed that he might not recognize 
the result.

The heated election cam-
paign has deeply divided the 
country. At least three Lula 
supporters have been killed by 
suspected Bolsonaro fans in re-
cent months.

To prevent acts of violence 
during the election, the Su-
preme Electoral Court banned 
civilians from carrying weap-
ons between Saturday and 
Monday.

Streets blocked as protests 
tie Iranian govt in knots

DPA 
TEHRAN

STREETS were blocked and 
people chanted against the 
system on Saturday as protests 
against the Iranian govern-
ment sparked by the death of 
a woman detained for violating 
Islamic dress codes persisted 
throughout the country.

Witnesses reported that 
thousands of demonstrators 
blocked multiple key streets 
in Tehran while shouting anti-
government slogans. In some 
cases, women removed their 
headscarves, calling out “Free-
dom, freedom” while doing so.

There were also reports of 
clashes with police in the Ira-
nian capital. Police reportedly 
deployed tear gas.

The protests have left the 
city’s traffic snarled. Howev-
er, many drivers also seemed 

disposed to show solidarity 
with the demonstrators. Many 
honked their horns in an at-
tempt to show support.

Saturday’s events follow 
major demonstrations on Fri-
day in the south-eastern city 
of Zahedan, in which 19 people 
died, including three members 
of the Revolutionary Guard. 
Another 20 were reported in-
jured.

Fears are growing that the 
clashes could become yet more 
violent, with both sides seem-
ingly prepared to engage in 
violence.

The protests were sparked 
by the September 16 death of 
Mahsa Amini, a 22-year-old 
who was detained by the coun-
try’s morality police because 
her headscarf was not fitted 
properly and her hair could be 
seen, a violation of the coun-
try’s dress code for women.

DPA 
STOCKHOLM/BRUSSELS

GAS has stopped leaking 
from the underwater Nord 
Stream 2 pipeline days after 
it came under an apparent 
attack, according to Danish 
officials on Saturday, who 
said they were alerted by the 
pipeline’s operators.

According to the state-
ment, the operators say pres-
sure in the pipeline has stabi-
lized, meaning no more gas is 
venting.

Since the early hours of 
Monday, a total of four leaks 
have been detected in the 
Nord Stream 1 and 2 pipe-
lines, which carried Russian 
gas to Europe until they were 
shut down in recent months 
as Russia lashed out against 
Europe, which had laid sanc-
tions on Russia for its inva-
sion of Ukraine.

Many European states 
assume sabotage was behind 
the leaks.

At least two explosions 
had occurred under water, 
Denmark and Sweden said 
in a letter dated Thursday. 
Seismological institutes 
measured a magnitude of 
2.3 and 2.1, which “probably 
corresponds to an explosive 
charge of several hundred 
kilograms.” European Union 
leaders will discuss the “sab-
otage” at an upcoming sum-
mit in Prague, according to 
European Council President 
Charles Michel.

The incidents were “a 
threat to the EU,” Michel 
wrote on Twitter after meet-
ing Danish Prime Minister 
Frederiksen in Brussels on 
Saturday. “We are deter-
mined to secure our critical 
infrastructure,” he wrote.

“The damage to [the Nord 
Stream pipelines] is not ac-
cidental and must be thor-
oughly investigated,” Fred-
eriksen tweeted. The leaks 

were a “serious situation for 
Europe,” she added.

European leaders from 
more than 40 countries are 
invited to a gathering in 
Prague on Thursday, before 
the leaders of the EU’s 27 
member states are to meet on 
Friday.

Germany says it wants 
to support Denmark and 
Sweden in the investigation 
into explosions at the Nord 
Stream 1 and 2 gas pipelines 
in the Baltic Sea this week.

German Interior Minister 
Nancy Faeser announced a 
joint investigation group. “All 
indications point to acts of 
sabotage on the Nord Stream 
pipelines,” she told the Sun-
day edition of the mass-cir-
culation Bild newspaper in 
comments seen in advance 
by dpa.

Germany is working very 
closely with Denmark and 
Sweden to clarify the back-
ground to the explosions. 
“We now want to form a joint 
investigation team ... under 
EU law to which all three 
states will send investiga-
tors,” Faeser said.

Experts from the navy, 
police and intelligence servic-
es are expected work together 
on the investigation. Faeser 
also announced sea checks 
with neighbouring Poland, 
Denmark and Sweden.

“We are patrolling the sea 
in close coordination with 
each other. We are show-
ing the maximum possible 
presence,” she said. All avail-
able ships from the German 
federal police would be de-
ployed for this purpose. She 
made similar comments to 
the broadsheet Süddeutsche 
Zeitung.

NATO Secretary Jens 
Stoltenberg also met with 
Frederiksen in Brussels “to 
address the sabotage on the 
Nordstream pipelines,” he 
wrote on Twitter.

Nord Stream  
pipeline blasts to 
be probed as some 
leaks appear to stop

DPA 
MOSCOW

RUSSIAN forces have pulled 
out of the strategically impor-
tant eastern Ukrainian city of 
Lyman, Russia’s military con-
firmed on Saturday, after dan-
gers grew that a force of about 
5,000 Russian troops could get 
trapped behind Ukrainian lines.

After intense fighting, 
Ukrainian forces gained con-
trol of the city on Saturday. 
Ukrainian units hoisted the 
blue and yellow national flag in 
Lyman.

“The occupiers trapped in 
Lyman asked the Russian com-
mand to allow them to leave 
the city, but were refused,” Ser-
hii Haidai, Ukrainian governor 
of Luhansk, had said earlier.

The Ukrainians had at-
tacked from the west as well as 
from the north and south, and 
placed the Russians’ only sup-
ply and retreat link to the east 
under artillery fire. How many 
Russian soldiers died or were 
taken prisoner is unclear.

In recent weeks, Russia has 
experienced a series of military 
setbacks in its seven-month-
old war on its neighbour, as 
Ukrainian forces have surged.

But a series of referendums 
- conducted in four Russian-
occupied Ukrainian territories 
and derided as sham votes by 
the West - means that Moscow 
now considers much of eastern 
Ukraine to be Russian terri-
tory. Thus, attacks into that re-
gion could be considered an at-
tack on Russia by the Kremlin.

Russia moved to annex 
the four territories in a cer-

emony on Friday. The move is 
not recognized internationally. 
Ukrainian President Volody-
myr Zelensky has vowed that 
Kiev’s forces will retake the an-
nexed territories.

Meanwhile the Ukrainian 
nuclear authority on Saturday 
accused Russian forces of kid-
napping the head of the oc-
cupied Zaporizhzhya nuclear 
power plant.

The director general of 
the plant, Ihor Murashov, was 
dragged out of his car while 
at the site and taken blind-
folded to an unknown location, 
said Petro Kotin, president of 
Ukraine’s state nuclear com-
pany Energoatom.

“There is no knowledge of 
his fate,” Kotin wrote on the 
Telegram messaging app. He 
urged the International Atomic 
Energy Agency (IAEA) to cam-
paign for Murashov’s release.

Russian authorities later 
informed the IAEA that Mu-
rashov had been “temporarily 
detained to answer questions,” 
according to an IAEA spokes-

person in Vienna.
Kotin accused Russia of 

nuclear terrorism against the 
management and staff of the 
power plant. Murashov, who 
bears the main responsibility 
for the safe functioning and nu-
clear safety of the plant, must 
be released immediately, he 
said. Kotin also called on IAEA 
head Rafael Grossi to press for 
Murashov’s release.

The IAEA contacted the 
Russian authorities and de-
manded clarification.

Elsewhere, at least 24 peo-
ple, including 13 children, are 
dead after Russian forces fired 
on a convoy of civilian vehicles 
trying to escape hostilities near 
the Ukrainian city of Kupiansk, 
according to Ukrainian offi-
cials.

The region remains heavily 
contested, even after Russian 
troops were driven from their 
fortifications last month.

The Kremlin offered no 
comment on the incident. Re-
ports out of Ukraine cannot be 
independently verified.

Russian forces give up 
strategically important 
Ukrainian town Lyman

24 killed
At least 24 people, including 
13 children, are dead after 
Russian forces fired on a 
convoy of civilian vehicles 
trying to escape hostilities 
near the Ukrainian city of 
Kupiansk, according to 
Ukrainian officials

DPA 
MIAMI 

FLORIDA officials estimate 
there may be more than 50 
deaths across eight counties 
linked to Hurricane Ian.

At least 18 of the people 
who died drowned. Three died 
when their oxygen machines 
stopped working due to power 
outages.

The youngest fatality con-
firmed by the Florida Medical 
Examiners Commission was a 
22-year-old woman in Mana-
tee County. The oldest con-
firmed death was a 92-year-old 
man in Lee County. The official 
death toll has continued to rise 
as emergency responders from 
across the state descend into 
the hardest-hit areas.

Lee County Sheriff Carmine 

Marceno on Friday afternoon 
announced 16 storm-related 
deaths and five non-storm-
related deaths. Marceno didn’t 
provide further details.

That’s the first preliminary 
fatality count out of the region 
that Governor Ron DeSantis 

described as “ground zero” 
and “where the storm packed 
its biggest punch.” DeSantis 
noted on Friday that some 
of the newer buildings in the 
worst-hit areas like Fort Myers 
Beach, Captiva and Sanibel Is-
land stood up to the storm.

“But man, I’ll tell you, those 
older homes that just aren’t as 
strong built, they got washed 
into the sea, some of them,” 
DeSantis said at a press con-
ference. “And so if you were 
hunkering down in that, that is 
something that I think would 
be difficult to be survivable.” 
In Sarasota County, where four 
deaths have been confirmed, 
Sheriff Kurt Hoffman described 
the storm as “significant and 
catastrophic.” “I’ve lived in this 
community for over four dec-
ades and I have never seen a 
storm of this strength that has 
done this much damage,” Hoff-
man said Friday.

Guthrie described a grim 
situation at a home in an un-
disclosed location in Lee Coun-
ty with apparent drowning vic-
tims.

“Let me paint the picture 
for you. The water was up over 
the rooftop but we had a Coast 
Guard rescue swimmer swim 
down into it and he could iden-
tify what appeared to be hu-
man remains.” Guthrie noted 
that there are “a couple of oth-
er situations” in the area with 
similar circumstances.

Much of the county remains 
without power or water. There 
were 3-metre-high (10-foot-
high) storm surges when the 
hurricane made landfall, Mar-
ceno said.

“It’s definitely the worst 
thing I’ve seen in my life, and 
I’m a lifelong Floridian,” Lee 
County Commissioner Brian 
Hamman told the Miami Her-
ald on Friday. “We don’t even 
have water getting to the hos-
pitals.”

Hurricane Ian’s death toll may have surpassed 50: Officials

A man walks through a flooded street with his belongings from his 
house in the Orlovista neighborhood following Hurricane Ian in Orlando, 
Florida on Saturday. (AFP)

A Ukrainian national flag is displayed in front of a destroyed house near Izyum, eastern Ukraine on Saturday. (AFP)
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QNB concludes FIFA World 
Cup Qatar 2022 malls 
campaign successfully

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

QNB Group, the official sup-
porter of the FIFA World Cup 
2022 in the Middle East and 
Africa, concluded successfully 
its mall campaign, which was 
organized in partnership with 
Visa, the official payment ser-
vices partner of FIFA.

The campaign was held eve-
ry weekend at Doha Festival City 
and Villaggio Mall from 2 to 24 
September, allowing QNB Visa 
credit cardholders, along with 
their families and friends to en-
joy fun games and win exciting 
prizes instantly, thanks to Visa.

During the campaign peri-
od, customers who spent at least 
QR500 won FIFA branded mer-
chandise and 56 FIFA World 
Cup Qatar 2022 match ticket 
packages for two were offered to 
winners, including group stage 
matches, a round of 16 matches, 
quarterfinal matches and final 
match tickets, thanks to Visa.

QNB General Manager 
Group Retail Banking Adel Al 
Malki said, “We are delighted 
to have partnered with Visa to 
bring our customers the ex-
citement and euphoria of the 
FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 
through our in-mall activation, 
for which we have received so 
much positive feedback from 
our customers. QNB is a lead-
er and involved in the run-up 
to the most exciting football 
tournament in the world, and 
through our long-term strategic 
partnership with Visa, we will 
keep providing our customers 
with the best products, benefits 
and services before, during, and 

after the tournament.”
Visa Country Manager 

for Qatar Sudheer Nair said, 
“With less than two months 
to kick-off, Visa is thrilled to 
have been able to extend this 

exciting promotion with QNB. 
Now more of our cardholders 
in Qatar have a chance to cre-
ate memorable moments at the 
FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022. It 
is also a great way to bring the 

benefits of digital commerce 
to more consumers and sup-
port the government’s efforts 
to prepare the country to host 
FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022.”

QNB Group, currently 
ranked as the most valuable 
bank brand in the Middle East 
and Africa, is proud to be the 
Official Middle East and Africa 
Supporter of the FIFA World 
Cup 2022.

Through its subsidiaries 
and associate companies, the 
Group extends to more than 30 
countries across three conti-
nents providing a comprehen-
sive range of advanced prod-
ucts and services. The total 
number of employees is 27,000 
operating through 1000 loca-
tions, with an ATM network of 
more than 4,700 machines.

QIIB gets ‘Best Islamic Digital Bank 
in Qatar for 2022’ award from World 
Union of Arab Bankers in Istanbul

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

QIIB was awarded the ‘Best Islamic Digital 
Bank in Qatar for the year 2022’ during the 
2022 awards ceremony of banking excel-
lence and achievement, which is organised 
on an annual basis by the World Union of 
Arab Bankers, and was held this year in                   
Istanbul, Turkey.

The high-profile event was attended by 
a large number of representatives of the 
Arab and international banking sector, ex-
perts, and a group of representatives of 
the Arab and international business sector                          
among others.

The World Union of Arab Bankers recog-
nised QIIB with this award in view of its in-
credible achievements in the field of digital 
transformation during the recent period and 
the exceptional improvement of its bouquet 
of services and products, which the Bank 
made available to its customers digitally in 
line with the best industry standards.

This is in addition to QIIB’s great efforts 
in developing Islamic banking and using 
technology effectively to further expand its 
expertise and take success to new markets.

Omar Abdulaziz Al Meer, head of the 
Business Development and Alternative 
Channels Sector at QIIB, received the award 
during the ceremony, which was also at-
tended by George Hobeikah, head of the In-
formation Technology Sector at QIIB.

Commenting on QIIB’s winning of the 
‘2022 Best Islamic Digital Bank in Qatar’ 
Award, QIIB Chief Executive Officer Dr Ab-
dulbasit Ahmed Al Shaibei said, “We are 
pleased to win this important award, which 
reflects the bank’s policy to keep abreast 
with modernisation and use technology to 
serve its customers, improve performance, 
gear up for competition, and provide an 
internationally accredited banking service 
that keeps pace with the most important 
digital updates.”

He said, “We are very proud of keeping 

pace with the economic development in Qa-
tar, which is achieving the best indicators in 
the field of digital advancement in all sec-
tors. This has been recognized by experts 
from the most renowned international tech-

nological companies, many of whom have 
opened regional branches in Doha. Con-
sequently, this has created a real drive for 
further progress in the field of the provision 
of digital services- be it in banking or other                
key sectors.”

Shaibei said, “QIIB has invested heavily 
in banking technology for a long period of 
time, based on the belief that digital trans-
formation in the banking sector is an urgent 
necessity and a critical factor in improving 
the operational environment. This is ex-
tremely important and reflects the change 
that has occurred in customer behaviour 
and in banking services entirely, towards 
their digitisation on a larger scale.”

He said, “In the recent period, QIIB has 
worked on strengthening digital transfor-
mation and launched a number of services 
within the framework of this transforma-
tion. Most of its banking services have thus 
become available to the customers without 
the need to visit the bank branches.

“QIIB is also on the verge of opening 
a unique and state-of-the-art fully digital 
branch in the heart of Doha- in Musheir-
eb, to be part of this Smart City, which is 
considered a benchmark in technological                              
advancement.”

“QIIB’s winning of the ‘2022 Best Islamic 
Digital Bank in Qatar’ Award reflects the 
great efforts made by the bank’s team, and 
it is a culmination of great experiences and 
efforts that have been made over a long pe-
riod of time. These efforts were exceptionally 
intensified during Covid-19, as the bank was 
able to turn the circumstances and challenges 
associated with the pandemic into an oppor-
tunity, in which it accomplished many plans 
that normally required much longer time.”

Shaibei thanked the World Union of 
Arab Bankers for granting QIIB this award. 
He also thanked the bank’s team, which is 
working diligently to improve various in-
dicators in order to meet the aspirations of 
customers and keep pace with international 
banking standards.

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA 

QATAR’S real gross domes-
tic product GDP increased 6.3 
percent to QR171.97 billion 
in the second quarter of 2022 
compared to the estimate of 
QR 161.71 billion in the same 
quarter of the previous year, 
The Planning and Statistics Au-
thority (PSA) has said. 

According to the prelimi-
nary estimates of gross do-
mestic product at current and 
constant prices for the second 
quarter of 2022, Qatar’s real 
GDP grew 3.6 percent on a 
quarterly basis when compared 
with the revised estimate of QR 
165.93 billion reported in the 
first quarter of 2022.

Meanwhile, Qatar’s GDP at 
current prices (nominal GDP) 
jumped 40.7 percent to QR 
219.87 billion in the second 
quarter on an annual basis. It 
also grew 11.5 percent when 
compared to the revised esti-
mate of QR197.17 billion in the 
previous quarter of 2022.

The nominal gross value 
added (GVA) estimate of min-
ing and quarrying activities was 
estimated at QR98.09 billion in 
the second quarter of 2022, an 
increase of 70.6 percent com-
pared to QR 57.49 billion in the 
second quarter of 2021. 

Compared to the revised 

estimate of QR 83.99 billion 
in the previous quarter, an in-
crease of 16.8 percent in the 
GVA of this sector is recorded. 
The real GVA of these activi-
ties was estimated at QR 63.88 
billion in the second quarter of 
2022, an increase of 1.2 per-
cent compared to QR 63.15 
billion in the same quarter of 
the previous year. Compared 
to the revised estimate of QR 
61.73 billion in the first quar-
ter of 2022, an increase of 3.5 
percent in the real GVA of this 
sector was recorded.

The nominal GVA of non-
mining and quarrying activities 
is estimated at QR 121.78 billion 
in the second quarter of 2022, 
which shows an increase of 23.3 
percent over the estimated QR 
98.80 billion in the same quar-
ter of the previous year. Com-
pared to the revised estimate of 
QR113.18 billion in the previous 
quarter, an increase of 7.6 per-
cent is recorded.

The real GVA of non-min-
ing and quarrying activities is 
estimated at QR108.09 billion 
in the second quarter of 2022, 
which shows an increase of 9.7 
percent over the estimate of QR 
98.57 billion in the same quar-
ter in 2021. When compared 
to the revised estimate of QR 
104.20 billion in the first quar-
ter of 2022, an increase of 3.7 
percent is also recorded.

Qatar’s GDP rises 6.3% 
to QR171.97 bn in Q2

QFB officially announces 
its new name and office 
location
Lesha Bank LLC (Public) formerly 
known as "Qatar First Bank LLC 
(Public)” announces the 
completion of the procedures of 
its change of brand and name. 
The Bank's trading name and 
brand become “Lesha Bank LLC 
(Public)”. In addition the Bank 
announces the change of its 
Head Office to Fourth floor, 
Tornado tower, Corniche, Zone 
number: 60, Street number: 810, 
Building number: 17.
PO Box 28028, Doha, Qatar  |  T +974 4448 3333  |  F +974 4448 3560
information@leshabank.com  |  www.leshabank.com
Lesha Bank LLC (Public) is authorized by QFCRA under license No. 00091
and listed on the Qatar Stock Exchange
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Iraq’s oil revenues reach $9 bn in Sept
THE Iraqi oil ministry said on Saturday that the oil revenues for 
September reached about $ 9 billion. According to the prelimi-
nary statistics issued by the State Organization for Marketing of 
Oil (SOMO), the ministry stated that the total amount of crude 
oil exports amounted to 98,765,153 barrels, with revenues of 
$ 8.773 billion. It explained that the average daily quantities 
amounted to 3,292,000 barrels per day, pointing out that the 
average price was $88.83 per barrel.

Meanwhile, Iraq’s central bank expects its cash reserves to 
reach $90 billion by the end of 2022. “The rise in the central 
bank’s reserves comes as a result of increasing global oil 
prices,” Deputy Director of the bank, Ammar Khalaf told Iraqi 
state media, adding that they expect the bank’s reserves to 
reach $90 billion at the end of the year.    (Agencies) 

During the campaign period, customers who spent at least QR500 won FIFA branded merchandise and 
56 FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 match ticket packages for two were offered to winners. 

Qatar’s nominal GDP jumped 40.7 percent to QR 219.87 billion in the 
second quarter of 2022 on an annual basis.
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TikTok politics: Candidates turn to it ‘for better or worse’
AGENCIES

WADE Herring didn’t know 
the teenage voter who ap-
proached him at a restaurant 
over the weekend. But she 
knew Herring, a Democrat 
running for Congress in Geor-
gia, from his campaign videos 
on TikTok.

To Herring, a 63-year-old 
Savannah attorney, it was 
proof of TikTok’s precision-
guided ability to reach young 
voters — the very reason why 
he and candidates from both 
parties have eagerly embraced 
the platform ahead of the 
2022 midterm elections.

“A year and a half ago, I 
thought it was just dancing 
videos,” Herring said of Tik-
Tok. Young voters, he added, 
“aren’t watching CNN, or 
MSNBC or Fox. They’re get-
ting their information on Tik-
Tok, and for better or worse, 
it’s the way to reach them.” 
For a number of government 
officials, it’s worse.

TikTok’s popularity has 
surged despite worries from 
policy makers in Washington 
about TikTok’s handling of 
user data and misinforma-
tion, as well as its ties to Chi-
na’s government. Those fears 
prompted the U.S. armed 
forces to prohibit the app on 
military devices, and spurred 
calls to ban it on all govern-
ment computers and phones 

as well.
“I have serious concerns 

about the opportunities that 
the Chinese communist party 
has to access TikTok’s data 
on American users,” Sen. Rob 
Portman, R-Ohio, said at a 
hearing this month focused on 
the national security implica-
tions of social media.

Still, its reach is undeni-
able. TikTok is consumed by 
two-thirds of American teens, 
a number that has risen as 
other platforms have lost pop-
ularity. It’s the world’s most 
downloaded app, and the sec-
ond-most visited website after 
Google. And it’s not just about 
viral dance challenges any-
more, but also a place to shop, 

learn about beauty, fashion or 
sports, and even find out how 
to register to vote.

The benefits of using the 
platform are simply too great 
to pass up even with concerns 
about TikTok as a conduit for 
misinformation or exploiting 
privacy.

“People are going to use 
it. It’s a highly effective tool,” 
said Colton Hess, who created 
Tok the Vote, a 2020 voter 
registration and engagement 
effort that reached tens of mil-
lions of young voters. “As long 
as that’s the game in play, you 
have to be in the arena.” Tik-
Tok is owned by ByteDance 
Ltd., a Chinese company that 
moved to new headquarters in 

Singapore in 2020. Questions 
about the company’s ties to 
the Chinese government have 
hounded TikTok even as its 
popularity exploded.

At the Senate hearing 
earlier this month, members 
of both parties questioned a 
TikTok executive about the 
influence of government of-
ficials in China, and whether 
that country’s authoritarian 
leaders have control over the 
platform’s data and content.

TikTok Chief Operat-
ing Officer Vanessa Pappas, 
based in Los Angeles, said 
the company protects all data 
from American users and that 
Chinese government officials 
have no access to it.

“We will never share data, 
period,” Pappas said.

TikTok also says it works 
to stop the flow of harmful 
misinformation and has cre-
ated an election center to help 
users find information about 
U.S. elections, voting and can-
didates.

At the Senate hearing 
earlier this month, members 
of both parties questioned a 
TikTok executive about the 
influence of government of-
ficials in China, and whether 
that country’s authoritarian 
leaders have control over the 
platform’s data and content.

TikTok Chief Operat-
ing Officer Vanessa Pappas, 
based in Los Angeles, said 

the company protects all data 
from American users and that 
Chinese government officials 
have no access to it.

“We will never share data, 
period,” Pappas said.

TikTok also says it works 
to stop the flow of harmful 
misinformation and has cre-
ated an election center to help 
users find information about 
U.S. elections, voting and can-
didates.

“This is not the Cold War 
where we had hardware, 
where we had missiles point-
ed at each other,” Cain said. 
“Now we have smart phones.” 
TikTok is not available in 
China. Instead, the platform’s 
parent company offers a 
similar platform that has the 
same dance videos, but also 
promotes educational con-
tent about math and science, 
experts told lawmakers at the 
recent Senate hearing. Anoth-
er difference: the Chinese ver-
sion limits 13- and 14-year-old 
users to 40 minutes a day. No 
such limits are included in the 
U.S. version, which prohibits 
users under 13.

Concerned about China’s 
influence over TikTok, the 
Trump administration in 
2020 threatened to ban the 
app within the U.S. and pres-
sured ByteDance to sell Tik-
Tok to a U.S. company. U.S. 
officials and the company are 
now in talks over a possible 

agreement that would resolve 
American security concerns.

Sen. Edward Markey, D-
Mass., helped write the Chil-
dren’s Online Privacy and 
Protection Act when he served 
in the House, and supports 
new regulations for data col-
lection and marketing to chil-
dren that he says will make 
platforms like TikTok safer.

He’s not waiting for those 
changes to happen before us-
ing the platform, however. 
Markey emerged as an unlike-
ly TikTok sensation in 2020 
when his videos were credited 
with helping him defeat a pri-
mary challenge from former 
Rep. Joe Kennedy.

“I feel lucky to join them 
online in pursuit of a better 
future and a livable planet,” 
Markey said of young voters, 
who he said are especially 
concerned about climate 
change and other environ-
mental challenges.

While the right video can 
reach hundreds of thousands 
or even millions of viewers, 
TikTok also works in reverse, 
giving politicians and advo-
cacy groups a window into the 
concerns of millions of young 
Americans whose political in-
fluence will only grow, accord-
ing to Ellen Sciales, director of 
communications for the Sun-
rise Movement, a youth-led 
organization that works to ad-
dress climate change.

QIB honoured by Ministry of 
Labour for Qatarisation efforts

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

QATAR Islamic Bank (QIB) 
has been recognised by the 
Ministry of Labour (MoL) for 
its Qatarization efforts in the 
private sector and for empow-
ering Qatari youth.

The award recognised QIB’s 
commitment to promote Qa-
tarization, to attract qualified 
national talent to work in vari-
ous areas of the Bank by equip-
ping them with the right tools 
and support to help enhance 
their capabilities and build 
their professional careers. This 
recognition comes within the 
framework of the Ministry of 
Labour keenness to highlight 
top performing companies and 

entities localizing jobs in the 
private sector.

During the honouring cer-
emony, HE Dr Ali bin Samikh 
Al Marri, Minister of Labour, 
presented the award to Hind Al 
Khulaifi, Head of Qatarization 
and Wadha Ali Odaiba, Execu-
tive Manager, Government Af-
fairs at QIB’s Human Capital 
Group, both being honoured 
among the list of distinguished 
employees and the most coop-
erative with the Ministry this 
year.

QIB has exhibited excel-
lence in Qatarization by pro-
viding Qatari candidates with 
genuine career and personal 
development opportunities 
that will allow them to reach 
their full potential. The bank 

is continuously participating 
in initiatives led by the Minis-
try’s nationalization program 
(Kawader) to support and de-
velop Qatari talent as one of the 
key components of the Qatar 
National Vision 2030.

Commenting on this rec-
ognition, Khalefa Al Mesalam, 
Head of Human Capital Group 
said: “It is a privilege to be rec-
ognized by the Ministry of La-
bour for our efforts to support 
building the next generation 
of leaders. This recognition is 
really close to our hearts as it 
underscores the success of our 
Qatarization strategy in attract-
ing, developing, and retaining 
nationals across all the divi-
sions in the Bank. This recog-
nition is a result of dedication 

and commitment of our team 
and a testament to our ongo-
ing Qatarization efforts. As we 
continue to steer our corporate 
development plan in line with 
Qatar’s National Vision 2030, 
we look forward to continuing 
to capitalize on our Qatariza-
tion efforts.”

Since its establishment in 
1982, QIB has been committed 
to making Qatarization a top 
priority for human resources. 
Over the past four decades, the 
bank has been able to attract 
national talent in accordance 
with an integrated vision based 
on recruitment, qualification, 
and training, enabling Qatari 
employees to take leadership 
positions in various areas of the 
Bank.

Minister of Labour HE Dr Ali bin Samikh Al Marri honours QIB’s Head of Qatarization Hind Al Khulaifi and  Executive Manager Government Affairs 
at QIB’s Human Capital Group Wadha Ali Odaiba.

India launches 5G services, Modi calls it step in new era
AGENCIES

PRIME Minister Narendra 
Modi launched 5G services in 
India on Saturday, calling it 
a “step towards the new era.” 
The launch in select cities will 
cover the entire country over 
the next couple of years, a gov-
ernment statement said.

Modi launched the much-
awaited services that aim to 
provide seamless coverage, 
high data rate, less delay in in-
ternet connectivity and highly 
reliable communications in 
presence of India’s telecom 
leaders in New Delhi.

“This event will be etched 
in history,” Modi said at the 
launch. He said it was a “step 
towards the new era in the 
country” and “the beginning of 

infinite opportunities.” Bharti 
Airtel is rolling out its 5G ser-
vices in eight cities on Satur-

day and has set March 2024 as 
the deadline for countrywide 
coverage for as many as 5,000 

towns.
Reliance Jio telecom com-

pany plans to start from four 
metropolitan areas in October 
and hopes to reach most cities 
and towns in 18 months.

The government said that 
the cumulative economic im-
pact of 5G on India is expect-
ed to reach $450 billion by  
2035.

Research agency OMDIA 
projects that with 369 million 
5G subscriptions — over half 
the total global 5G subscrip-
tions currently — India will be 
just behind China and the U.S. 
in world rankings by 2026. 

India would have ousted 
Japan from the third spot with 
147 million customers, ac-
cording to Business Standard 
newspaper.

Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi speaks at the launch of 5G ser-
vices in India, in New Delhi, Saturday, Oct. 1, 2022. 

The TikTok app logo appears in Tokyo on Sept. 28, 2020. TikTok may 
be the platform of choice for catchy videos, but anyone using it to 
learn about COVID-19, climate change or Russia’s invasion of Ukraine 
is likely to encounter misleading information, according to a new 
research report. 

UK train strikes and 
energy hikes add to 
a week of turmoil

AGENCIES

TRAINS in Britain all but 
ground to a halt Saturday as 
coordinated strikes by rail 
workers added to a week of tur-
moil caused by soaring energy 
prices and unfunded tax cuts 
that roiled financial markets.

Only about 11% of train ser-
vices were expected to operate 
across the U.K. on Saturday, 
according to Network Rail. Un-
ions said they called the latest 
in a series of one-day strikes 
to demand that wage increases 
keep pace with inflation that is 
expected to peak at around 11% 
this month.

Consumers were also hit 
with a jump in their energy bills 
Saturday as the fallout from the 
Russian invasion of Ukraine 
pushes gas and electricity pric-
es higher. Household bills are 
expected to rise by about 20%, 
even after the government 
stepped in to cap prices.

Prime Minister Liz Truss, 
who has been in office less 
than a month, cited the cost-of-
living crisis as the reason she 
moved swiftly to introduce a 
controversial economic stimu-
lus program, which includes 45 
billion pounds ($48 billion) of 
unfunded tax cuts.

Concern that the plans 
would push government debt 
to unsustainable levels sent the 
pound tumbling to a record low 
against the dollar this week and 
forced the Bank of England to 
intervene in the bond market.

“We need to get things done 
in this country more quickly,” 
Truss said in an unapologetic 
column for The Sun newspaper 
published Saturday. “So I am 
going to do things differently. 
It involves difficult decisions 
and does involve disruption in 
the short term.” Many workers 
aren’t convinced.

Four labor unions have 
called three, 24-hour strikes 
over the next eight days, en-
suring service disruptions for 
much of the week.

The timing is of particular 
concern for runners and fans 
trying to get to the capital for 
Sunday’s London Marathon, 
with is expected to attract 
42,000 competitors.

Mick Lynch, general secre-
tary of the Rail, Maritime and 
Transport Workers Union, said 
the strikes were designed to 
target the annual conference 
of Truss’s Conservative Party, 
which begins Sunday in Bir-
mingham, England.

“We don’t want to incon-
venience the public, and we’re 
really sorry that that’s hap-
pening,” Lynch said. “But the 
government has brought this 
dispute on. They (put) the chal-
lenges down to us, to cut our 
jobs, to cut our pensions and 
to cut our wages against infla-
tion.” Lynch urged Transport 
Secretary Anne-Marie Trev-
elyan to take “urgent steps to 
allow a negotiated settlement.” 
The union said the latest figures 
showed railway bosses benefit-
ing from government tax cuts.

As a result of the strike, 
there will be no service be-
tween London and major 
cities such as Birmingham, 
Manchester and Newcastle on 
Saturday. Lingering disrup-
tions are likely to effect service 
on Sunday morning as well.

Runners and spectators 
traveling to London for the 
marathon, which begins at 
9:30 a.m., have been warned 
they are likely to be frustrated 
by the strike.

“It is particularly dis-
heartening that this week-
end’s strike will hit the plans 
of thousands of runners who 
have trained for months to 
take part in the iconic London 
Marathon,” said Daniel Mann, 
director of industry operations 
at Rail Delivery Group. “That 
will also punish the many 
charities, large and small, who 
depend on sponsorship money 
raised by such events to sup-
port the most vulnerable in our  
community.”

Empty platforms are seen at Paddington train station during a 24-hour 
strike by four transportation trade unions, in London.
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Brent and U.S. West Texas Inter-
mediate (WTI) gained 2% and 1% 
on a weekly basis, marking the 

first weekly rise since August and fol-
lowing nine-month lows hit last week. 

On Friday, Brent crude futures fell 
53 cents to $87.96 a barrel, while U.S. 
WTI crude futures fell $1.74 to $79.49. 
Both contracts rose by more than $1 
during the session but dropped on news 
that OPEC’s oil output rose in Septem-
ber to its highest since 2020, surpass-
ing a pledged hike for the month. 

Price swings have become the norm 
as market players juggle worries over 
the global economy and the prospect of 
tightening oil supplies, analysts said. 
Still, the market has seen support from 
the prospect of OPEC and its allied 
producers cutting production quotas by 
between 500,000 and 1 million barrels 
per day at their October 5 meeting. 

Analysts expect a production cut be-
cause demand fears linked to a possible 
global economic slowdown and rising 
interest rates have weighed on crude 
prices. Meanwhile, top White House 
officials met on Friday with executives 
of eight oil companies to discuss Hur-
ricane Ian and low gasoline inventories. 
President Joe Biden warned oil compa-
nies not to use the storm as a pretext to 
raise gasoline prices.

Asian LNG prices slide, European 
prices to remain high

Asian spot liquefied natural gas 

prices fell last week as sufficient sup-
ply and muted Chinese demand have 
disconnected the market from Europe, 
where gas prices rose after leaks were 
found on the Nord Stream pipelines. 

The average LNG price for Novem-
ber delivery into north-east Asia was 
$38.5 per mmBtu, down $3.50 from 
the previous week, industry sources 
estimated. Asian prices have remained 
somewhat indifferent to the Nord 
Stream news due in part to a muted 
China and comfortable North Asia sup-
plies. 

In Europe, prices rose earlier last 
week after the Nord Stream gas pipe-
line system on the bed of the Baltic Sea 
sustained unprecedented damage, with 

no clarity when the system would be 
restored. 

Sweden’s Maritime Authority is-
sued a warning about two leaks in the 
Nord Stream 1 pipeline, shortly after 
a leak on the nearby Nord Stream 2 
pipeline was discovered that prompted 
Denmark to restrict shipping in a five 
nautical mile radius. 

Flows via the pipeline, which had 
been working at only 20% of its capac-
ity since July, were halted at the end 
of August and were not relaunched 
following maintenance. 

However, the incidents have raised 
concerns over the safety of the EU gas 
infrastructure.

— By The Al-Attiyah Foundation

Oil notches weekly gain as OPEC considers output cut
WEEKLY ENERGY MARKET REVIEW

China remains a major source of 
uncertainty for the global growth 
outlook this year. In fact, the country 

is behind a significant part of the global 
slowdown story over the last several quar-
ters. Late last year, the Chinese economy 
was expected to grow by 5.6% in 2022. At 
the time of writing, however, Bloomberg 
consensus forecasts pointed to an expected 
expansion of only 3.5% for the same period.   

Importantly, Chinese growth stood even 
still last quarter. This was the worst eco-
nomic performance of China in more than 
30-years, excluding Q1 2020, when the 
country rapidly reacted to the initial wave 
of the Covid-19 pandemic. The weak print 
came on the back of a gradual but pro-
tracted slowdown that started about a year 
ago, after the strong initial recovery from 
the pandemic. 

In our view, the slowdown of China was 
caused by four main factors. First, the early 
withdrawal of both fiscal and monetary 
stimulus, which did not help to support ag-
gregate demand when households were still 
cautious about the medium-term economic 
consequences of the global pandemic. 
Second, the combination of new waves of 
Covid-19 variants with China’s Zero-Covid 
policies led to “stop-and-go” patterns in 
activity that punished any momentum in 
either consumption or investment growth. 
Third, the energy crisis in the second half 
of last year affected negatively industrial 
production in certain provinces of China, 
due to power rationing and production 
shutdowns. Fourth, the comprehensive 
campaign to tighten regulation on the real 
estate and corporate sectors, which damp-
ened business sentiment and contained a 
more significant rebound in private invest-
ments. 

However, despite the negative momen-
tum, there are early signs that the Chinese 
economy may be about to turn a corner 
into a recovery mode. The manufactur-
ing Purchasing Managers’ Index (PMI) of 
China, a survey-based indicator that meas-
ures whether several components of activity 
improved or deteriorated versus the previ-
ous month, seemingly bottomed in April 
this year. Traditionally, an index reading of 
50 serves as a threshold to separate con-
tractionary (below 50) from expansionary 
(above 50) changes in business conditions. 
While higher frequency data are still indi-
cating that China’s economy is contracting 
or running below normal levels, it started to 
accelerate again in recent months, due to a 
moderation of Covid woes and the re-open-
ing of some important cities. This places 
China on a similar path of Southeast Asian 
(ASEAN) economies, which struggled last 
year due to the pandemic but are now on 
a recovery phase. In contrast to the econo-
mies in Asia, activity is slowing down and 
even contracting in other major advanced 
economies.  

Chinese policymakers are becoming 
more concerned about the economic slow-
down and are starting to ease more aggres-
sively. In recent weeks, the People’s Bank of 
China (PBoC) trimmed interest rates again 
for several segments, indicating a deepen-
ing of its “dovish stance.” In addition, it is 
ramping up liquidity injections via open 
market operations. 

We expect the “pandemic risk” to also 
moderate significantly in China, particularly 

after Q4. This is due to the development of 
new, more effective, Chinese mRNA vaccines 
against new variants of the Covid-19 virus as 
well as the availability of efficient antiviral 
pills. Over time, these developments should 
favour the abandonment of Zero Covid poli-
cies, allowing activity to gain momentum in a 
more sustainable fashion.

After several quarters of a comprehensive 
regulatory tightening in the key real estate 
and technology sectors, authorities are now 
moderating their positions and providing 
more clear guidance to China’s large corpo-
rates. Businesses are quickly adjusting to the 
new business environment and uncertainty 
should diminish over time. This will create 
the conditions for higher investments over 
the coming quarters.  

Finally, energy constraints have also 
eased significantly. While China is currently 
experiencing energy problems in its hydro 
power plants, due to droughts and insufficient 
inflows into the mega Three Georges Dam, 
the “coal crisis” from last year has been con-
trolled. Coal availability surged while prices 
collapsed from very high H2 2021 levels. On 
balance, the energy situation is much better 
now for China, as coal accounts for about 
60% of energy consumption in the country, 
versus 17% for hydro power. 

All in all, we believe that activity in China 
is currently bottoming and the the country 
is on the verge of a cyclical recovery with the 
economy accelerating beyond 2022. This will 
likely help to mitigate the negative effects of 
the slowdown in major advanced economies 
and positively contribute and support global 
growth.

 — By QNB Economics

Is China on the verge of a  
cyclical recovery?

QNB ECONOMIC COMMENTARY

More than 300 people, 
including many dignitaries and 
ambassadors participated in 
the latest edition of the Back 2 
Business networking event held 
recently in Doha. Organised by the 
main international Chambers and 
Business Councils in Qatar — the 
Italian, American, German Span-
ish and French Chambers — as 
well as the Qatari British Busi-
ness Forum, and supported by the 
Qatari Businessmen and Qatari 
Businesswoman Associations, the 
event offered a powerful network-
ing platform for CEOs , managers 
, business owners and Ambassa-
dors from many countries.

Over 300 people attend ‘Back to Business’

Inflation hits record 
10% in 19 euro-using 
countries in the EU

AGENCIES

INFLATION in the European 
countries using the euro cur-
rency has broken into double 
digits as prices for electricity 
and natural gas soar, signal-
ing a looming winter recession 
for one of the globe’s major 
economies as higher prices un-
dermine consumers’ spending 
power.

Consumer prices in the 
19-country eurozone rose a re-
cord 10% in September from a 
year earlier, up from an annual 
9.1% in August, EU statistics 
agency Eurostat reported Fri-
day. Only a year ago, inflation 
was as low as 3.4%.

Price increases were be-
yond what market analysts had 
expected and are at their high-
est level since record-keeping 
for the euro started in 1997. 
Energy prices were the main 
culprit, rising 40.8% over a 
year ago. Food, alcohol and to-
bacco prices jumped 11.8%.

“I’m already looking a lot 
more for special offers,” said 
Myriam Maierhofer, a 64-year-
old trainer and coach for staff 
development, who was shop-
ping Thursday at weekly out-
door market in Cologne, Ger-
many. “I don’t throw away so 
much so quickly, so I’ve be-
come more economical with 
food. And this morning, I also 
turned down the heating in 
the rooms again.” Inflation 
has been fueled by steady cut-
backs in supplies of natural gas 
from Russia and bottlenecks 
in getting supplies of raw ma-
terials and parts as the global 
economy bounces back from 
the COVID-19 pandemic. The 
Russian cutbacks have sent 
gas prices soaring to the point 
where energy-intensive busi-
nesses such as fertilizer and 

steel say they can no longer 
make some products at a profit.

Meanwhile, high prices 
for utility bills, food and fuel 
are leaving consumers with 
less money to spend on other 
things. That is the main reason 
economists are predicting a re-
cession, or a severe and long-
lasting downturn in economic 
activity, for the end of this year 
and the first months of next 
year.

The European Central Bank 
is raising interest rates to com-
bat inflation by keeping higher 
prices from being baked into 
people’s expectations for wages 
and prices, it but can’t by itself 
lower energy prices.

Friday’s inflation reading 
was likely to be a matter of 
“grave concern” for the ECB, 
said Jessica Hinds, senior Eu-
rope economist at Capital Eco-
nomics. She said the central 
bank’s rate-setting council was 
likely to raise its benchmark 
rates by an outsized three-
quarters of a percentage point 
at its next meeting Oct. 27.

Higher interest rates make 
it more expensive for people 
and businesses to borrow, in-
vest and spend, dampening 
demand for goods and thus re-
straining inflation. Inflation is 
far above the ECB’s goal of 2% 
considered best for the econo-
my.

Central banks around the 
world are rapidly raising rates, 
led by the U.S. Federal Reserve, 
which is aiming to bring down 
inflation that hit 8.3% in Au-
gust. Eurozone inflation has 
eclipsed the United Kingdom’s 
9.9% registered last month.

European officials call the 
natural gas cutbacks from Rus-
sia energy blackmail aimed at 
pressuring and dividing Euro-
pean governments over West-
ern sanctions and their support 
for Ukraine. Russia blames 
technical problems.

The rising gas prices that 
have resulted mean higher 
heating bills and higher elec-
tricity costs because natural gas 
is used to generate power, heat 
homes and run factories.

A woman uses an ATM machine in the main town of the Aegean Sea 
island of Rhodes, southeastern Greece.

India working to achieve $5 tn 
economy by 2025: Minister

ANI
TUTICORIN, TN/INDIA

INDIA’S Union Minister Sar-
bananda Sonowal on Friday 
said the government was mak-
ing all efforts to reduce the lo-
gistics costs which would facili-
tate India to achieve its goal of 
being a $5 trillion economy by 
2025.

The Union Minister of 
Ports, Shipping and Waterways 
and AYUSH unveiled projects 
worth 2.3 billion rupees, in-
cluding the Smart Port pro-
jects, India’s first indigenously 
developed Vessel Traffic Sys-
tem at the cost of 22.9 million 
rupees. 

“The development of the 
indigenous system would elimi-
nate the need of relying on 
proprietary and costly foreign-
made software solutions,” he 
said.

He also inaugurated the 
Optic Fibre connectivity and 
laid the foundation stone for 
the Tuticorin SPEEDZ (Coastal 
Employment Unit) land for the 
development of Port-based In-
dustries, spanning 1300 acres.

The Minister also inaugu-
rated an array of Green Port 
projects like 100 per cent con-
version into LED Lights, Induc-
tion of e-Cars, 140 KW Solar 
Roof Top Solar Power Plant and 
laid the foundation stone for 2 

MW Wind Farm, 400 KW So-
lar Roof Top Solar Power Plant, 
Public EV Charging Stations.

On the Welfare front, the 
Minister inaugurated the Medi-
cal oxygen Generator plant and 
laid the foundation stone for In-
tegrative Medicine and AYUSH 
Unit and V. O. Chidambaranar 
Maritime Heritage Museum.

Addressing the gathering 
Sonowal said that the Govern-
ment was taking all efforts to 
reduce the logistics costs which 
would facilitate India to achieve 
its well-defined goal of being a 
$5 trillion economy by 2025.

“The inclusive Green Port 
initiatives taken by the VO Chi-
dambaranar Port will set stand-
ards across all Major Ports to 
increase the share of renewable 
energy to more than 60 per-
cent by 2030. The Government 
would take all efforts to trans-
form VOC Port as the Tran-
shipment hub of East coast of 
India by developing the Outer 
Harbour Project, as announced 
by Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi,” he said.

The Minister reviewed the 
performance of the Port and its 
future expansion programmes. 
Chairman TK Ramachandran 
apprised the various ongoing 
and future capacity augmenta-
tion initiatives of the port and 
other proposals for enhancing 
the productivity of the Port.
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49 Days to go

You cannot compare warm-ups with 
World Cup games.  – Manuel Neuer, 
Germany goalkeeper and captain

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 2, 2022

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK 
DOHA 

THE curtain will come down, 
later today, on the Qatar Rac-
ing and Equestrian Club 
(QREC)-sponsored Qatar Prix 
de l’Arc de Triomphe and the 
2022 renewal of the Weekend 
is exceptional by all means, be-
ing held just a few weeks before 
the start of the FIFA World Cup 
Qatar 2022, whose spirit has 
been prevailing in Paris in as-
sociation with the world-class 
racing Weekend.

Superb racing action con-
tinued on Saturday with the 
first races of the weekend run 
at ParisLongchamp. Qatari-
owned Arabians continued 
their excellence, which they 
started on Friday at Saint 
Cloud, with Mohamed bin Fa-
had Al Attiyah’s Sahab, landing 
another prestigious Gr1 vic-
tory for Qatar as she won the 
Qatar Arabian Trophy des Ju-
ments with Al Wasmiyah Rac-
ing’s Monda finishing runner 
-up in another Qatari one-two 
following the one scored by Al 
Shaqab Racing at Saint Cloud 
on Friday.

As part of the events on 
Sunday, Qatar Tourism/Visit 
Qatar, Qatar Airways, the 
Mandarin Oriental Hotel and 
QREC will offer a prize for the 
raffle to be conducted during 
the day. The prize package in-
cludes two Business class tick-
ets on the world’s best airline, 
Qatar Airways, a four-night full 
board luxury stay at the Man-
darin Oriental Hotel, tours in 
Doha and safari and hospitality 
during the races of the HH The 
Amir Sword Festival 2023 at Al 
Rayyan Racecourse. 

The raffle will be limited 
to the racegoers at ParisLong-
champ and they will need to fill 
online forms to enter the raffle.

The card at ParisLong-
champ includes two iconic 
events, namely, the Qatar Prix 
de l’Arc de Triomphe with a 
total purse of 5 million Euros 
on the line and the Qatar Ara-
bian World Cup, which offers 
total prize-money of a million 
Euros.

AL HAKEEM and the 
dream in biggest challenge 20 
runners from France, Britain, 
Ireland, Germany and Japan 
will be vying for the Qatar Prix 
de l’Arc de Triomphe title over 
2400m. Al Shaqab Racing will 
be represented by Al Hakeem. 

The 3-year-old colt will be rid-
den by Cristian Demuro for 
trainer Jean-Claude Rouget. 
He has won four, including a 
Gr2 of a total of six starts so far 
and finished second in a Gr1. 
He will face a tough opposition 
though as the German-trained 
Torquator Tasso, the defending 
champion, puts his crown on 
the line, with Lanfranco Dettori 
now in the plate. 

The Irish 3-y- old Luxem-
bourg and the 5-y-old British 
mare Alpinista have strong 
hopes as well, with French 
hopes resting principally on 
Onesto and Vadeni.

Qatar Arabian World Cup 
16 of the world’s best Arabians 
will contest for the Qatar Ara-
bian Word Cup over 2000m.

Nine of these represent Qa-
tari owners and hopes are high 
to maintain Qatar’s dominance 
on the event. 

The nine runners are Khali-
fa bin Sheail Al Kuwari’s HADI 
DE CARRERE, Al Shaqab Rac-

ing’s MWARID; HH Sheikh 
Abdullah bin Khalifa Al Thani’s 
ABBES; HH Sheikh Moham-
med Bin Khalifa Al Thani’s 
KHATEE;, Abdullah bin Fa-
had Ah Al Attiyah’s DJAFAR; 
HE Sharida Al Kaabi’s FIRST 
CLASSS; HE Sheikha Reem 
bint Mohammed bin Khalifa 
Al Thani’s EBRAZ; and HE 
Sheikha Reem bint Moham-
med bin Khalifa Al Thani’s 
Hoggar De L’ardus.

Prix de l’Opera Longines 
Place Du Carrousel in Al 
Shaqab Racing’s colours 
The fifth race in the card will be 
for 3YO+ fillies and mare in the 
Gr1 Prix de l’Opera Longines 
over 2000, which has a purse of 
500,000 Euros. The Al Shaqab 
Racing and Ballylinch Stud- 
owned PLACE DU CARROUSEL 
will be trying her second attempt 
at Gr1 level in her only sixth start. 
She has won two, one of them 
was a Gr2, of her five starts and 
finished second in a Gr1.

Sahab lands GR.1  
in superb style
Unlucky not to have already 
scored on the biggest stage, the 
talented four-year-old, pure-
bred Arabian Sahab (Af Alba-
har) successfully carried the 
silks of Mohamed bin Fahad 
Al Attiyah to victory when tak-
ing the Gr.1 (PA) Qatar Arabian 
Trophy des Juments (reserved 
to four-year-old’s).

Trained by Thomas Fourcy 
and ridden to success for the 
QREC-sponsored Gr.1 (PA) 
by Mickael Barzalona, Sahab 
is now a winner at the highest 
level following and takes her 
career total to four victories 
from only ten starts.

An agonizingly narrow sec-
ond at Saint Cloud in Gr.1 (PA) 
company last term over the 
same 2000m distance, Sahab 
travelled sublimely throughout 
the contest and cruised into the 
lead inside the final 200m. With 
extremely little fuss, the four-
year-old crossed the line a length 

clear of Al Wasmiyah Racing’s 
Monda (No Risk Al Maury), 
with Athbah Stud’’s Sultana (Af 
Al Buraq) back in third.

HE Issa bin Mohammed Al 
Mohannadi, QREC Chairman, 
crowned the winners.

Qatar Prix Chaudenay 
Al Qareem (Awtaad) took the 
QREC-sponsored Gr.2 Prix 
De Chaudenay. Sporting the 
silks of successful owner Nick 
Bradley Racing, who owns the 
gelding in partnership with his 
trainer Karl Burke, Al Qareem 
was ridden by Ryan Moore. 
He tracked the early leader 
Whileyouweresleeping (Gold-
en Horn) through the early 
stages. Travelling well into the 
straight, Al Qareem was pulled 
out wide to challenge and hit 
the front inside the final 300m.

Resolute, the gelding held 
on to score by a nose from Sober 
(Camelot), while Duke De Sessa.

Bader Mohamed Al Darwish, 
QREC Acting CEO, presented 
the trophies to the winners.

Sea La Rosa too good in 
Qatar Prix De Royallieu
Sea La Rosa (Sea The Stars) 
continued her stellar season 
by winning the QREC spon-
sored Gr.1 Prix de Royallieu. 
The Sunderland Holdings Inc 
owned Sea La Rosa capped 
a monumental season with 
an impressive success in the 
2800m Gr.1 contest under a 
fantastic ride from Tom Mar-
quand. Taking on nine talent-
ed rivals, the William Haggas 
trainee was tucked in behind 
the early leader Ottilien (Holy 
Roman Emperor), who set a 
strong gallop.

Switching out to challenge 
early in the straight, Sea La Rosa 
took control of the race and went 
on to score by a length from Jan-
nah Flower (Olympic Glory), 
with Ottilien holding on for third. 
Khaled bin Mohammed Al Ali, 
QREC Board Member, presented 
the trophies to the winners.

Kypriois clears away to 
Paris success

An incredible spectacle, the 
QREC-sponsored Gr.1 Prix du 
Cadran went the way of the in-
credibly talented Kyprios (Gali-
leo) who ran out a wide margin 
winner of the €300,000 contest. 

Trained by Aiden O’Brien 
and carrying the colours of 
Moyglare Stud, who own the 
four-year-old in partnership 
with Magnier, Tabor, Smith 
and Westerberg, Kyprios firmly 
secured his position as one of 
the most talented long distance 
horses in the world with a stun-
ning victory in the 4000m con-
test, sponsored by Qatar. 

Kyprios never looked in 
trouble from flag fall and 
turned into the straight under 
restraint from Ryan Moore. 

Extending his advantage 
in the straight, Kyprios pulled 
clear of his rivals and despite 
wandering violently towards 
the paddock exit inside the 
closing stages, he ran out a 
20-length winner over Almaca-
do Gree (Domedriver) in sec-
ond, with Tashkhan (Born To 
Sea) securing third place.

HE Issa bin Mohammed Al 
Mohannadi, QREC Chairman, 
crowned the winners.

Anmaat takes Qatar Prix 
Dollar on French debut
A red-letter day for both trainer 
Owen Burrows and his talented 
four-year-old Anmaat (Aw-
taad), as the pair recorded their 
first French success when win-
ning the QREC sponsored Gr.2 
Prix Dollar. 

The Shadwell Estates 
owned four-year-old gelding 
stalked the leaders towards 
mid-division through the early 
stages and travelled well in 
the 12-runner contest. Early in 
the straight, Anmaat was able 
to coast up to the leaders and 
once switched wide, he took 
over inside the final 200m. 

Despite being headed by 
Junko (Intello), the gelding 
battled back to score by a head, 
with the Simon and Ed Cris-
ford trained West Wind Blows  
(Teofilo) finishing a further 
four lengths back.

Sahab wins Gr1 Qatar Trophy for Al Attiyah
Biggest challenge in 

Qatar Prix de l’Arc de 
Triomphe today ;   

Al Hakeem carries Al 
Shaqab Racing’s hopes

Brazil, France and Argentina among favourites to win Qatar 2022 
IKOLI VICTOR

DOHA

BRAZIL are the bookmak-
ers’ favourite to win the FIFA 
World Cup Qatar 2022; the 
longest odds on a Seleçao vic-
tory in Qatar were 9/2 on Fri-
day, according to Oddschecker. 
Obviously, no discussion of 
the main contenders is com-
plete without mentioning the 
five-time champions - but, to 
be honest, they’ve been more 
of a quarter-final team since 
their last World Cup triumph 
in 2002. Brazil has been elimi-
nated in the last eight of three 
of the four tournaments that 
have followed their victories 
in Japan and South Korea. The 
only time they advanced past 
the quarterfinals was on home 
soil in 2014, and they were 
humiliated by Germany in the 
semi-finals.

Brazil are the in form team 
heading into Qatar 2022. The 
Seleçao have won six of their 
last six matches, winning five 
of them by three goals or more, 
scoring 22 goals and conced-
ing only two. Recent victories 

include 5-1 victories over Tu-
nisia and South Korea, Ghana 
3-0 as well as 4-0 victories over 
Chile and Bolivia. Japan are 
the only side that came close 
to stopping Brazil in June, los-
ing 1-0 to a late Neymar pen-
alty in Tokyo. Neymar of Paris 
Saint-Germain and Richarlison 
of Tottenham Hotspur are the 
top scorers this period, each 
with four goals. Neymar’s four 
goals have all come from pen-
alty kicks.

The best bet on France win-
ning the World Cup is 33/5, 
making them the second fa-
vourite. When you consider 
that Didier Deschamps’ men 
are the tournament holders, 
that’s not surprising. Further-
more, they are a country that 
produces talent like it’s out of 
style - just ask Real Madrid, 
who have four Frenchmen in 
their squad, including talis-
manic Karim Benzema. PSG’s 
French connection in Le Blues 
is led by Kylian Mbappe.

France’s recent results have 
been highly suspect. They have 
only won one of their last six 
games and were lucky to avoid 

relegation from the top tier of 
the UEFA Nations League ear-
lier this month. In Group A1, 
they were defeated at home and 
away by Denmark, and they 
were defeated in Paris by Croa-
tia. n recent World Cup history, 
France have had a fairly all-or-
nothing tendency. Winners in 
1998 and 2018, they failed to 
qualify in ‘90 and ‘94, and suf-
fered group-stage meltdowns 
in 2002 and 2010. 

Including Les Bleus’ open-
ing-round exit 20 years ago, 
four out of the last five defend-
ing champions have gone out of 
the following World Cup at the 
first hurdle. 

It really shouldn’t become 
five out of six: drawn in a group 
with Denmark, Australia and 
Tunisia, France surely have 
too much for the latter two, at 
least. But on current form, who 
knows?

Argentina are two-time 
world champions, though you 
have to go a little further back 
in time - 36 years, to be exact 
- to find their most recent victo-
ry. According to Oddschecker, 
the best odds on an Albiceleste 
victory in Qatar are currently 
38/5. Argentina have evolved 
into a team with realistic title 
aspirations since Lionel Scalo-
ni took over in the aftermath 
of that disastrous campaign in 
Russia. 

The South Americans won 
their first Copa América since 
1993 in 2021, after embark-
ing on an unbeaten run that 
continues to this day. Scaloni’s 
men have now gone 35 games 
without losing, putting them 
within striking distance of It-
aly’s world-record streak of 37 
games without losing, set be-
tween 2018 and 2021.

Paulo Scaloni’s men easily 
qualified from South America, 
and Argentina enter the World 
Cup with skipper Lionel Messi 
in top form after a difficult 
first season at Paris Saint-Ger-
main. Messi has 10 goals and 
eight assists in 13 appearances 

for club and country so far in 
2022/23. His braces against 
Honduras and Jamaica have 
put the PSG man in the right 
frame of mind to win the one 
trophy that has eluded him 
ahead of what is likely to be his 
final World Cup.

England are another can-
didate for the World Cup; as 
many people are unaware of 
this. The Three Lions enter the 
tournament in doubtful - if not 
utterly poor shape. They have 
failed to win in six consecu-
tive matches, all of which came 
in a Nations League campaign 
that resulted in relegation from 
League A. Given their last per-
formance in Russia 2018, the 
bookies appear to believe they 
can produce something spe-
cial, as the longest odds on an 
English World Cup victory are 
currently 17/2, placing them 
fourth in the betting.

Spain are 9/1, Germany 
are 11/1, the Netherlands 29/2, 
Portugal 16/1, Belgium 18/1, 
and Denmark are 35/1 to win 
the trophy on December 18th 
at the iconic Lusail Stadium in 
Qatar.

Brazil’s Neymar (C) celebrates scoring his team’s third goal during the 
friendly against Tunisia at the Parc des Princes in Paris on Thursday. (AFP)

Qatar Racing and Equestrian Club’s Chairman Issa bin Mohammed Al Mohannadi with the connection of  
Sahab after Mohamed bin Fahad Al Attiyah’s four-year-old won the Gr.1 (PA) Qatar Arabian Trophy des  
Juments at the ParisLongchamp racecourse on Saturday. (Pics: Scoopdyga) 

QREC Acting CEO Bader Mohamed Al Darwish (5th right) presented the trophies to the Al Qareem (Awtaad) 
team which took the QREC-sponsored Prix De Chaudenay.

Mickael Barzalona rides Mohamed bin Fahad Al Attiyah’s Sahab to 
victory in the Qatar Arabian Trophy des Juments during the QREC-spon-
sored Qatar Prix de l’Arc de Triomphe at ParisLongchamp on Saturday.



Sports

Despite defeat Union Berlin, maintain 
Bundesliga lead as Dortmund falter

DPA
BERLIN

UNION Berlin suffered a first 
season defeat on Saturday but 
retained the Bundesliga lead be-
cause Borussia Dortmund also 
lost a week ahead of their pres-
tigious duel with Bayern Munich.

Dortmund fell 3-2 in Cologne 
after leading 1-0 from Julian 
Brandt. The hosts hit back within 
three minutes after the break 
from Florian Kainz and former 
Dortmund player Steffen Tigges, 
Dejan Ljubicic got their third, 
and Tom Rothe a late second for 
Dortmund.

Union lost 2-0 at Eintracht 
Frankfurt but are still top, on 
goal difference over Freiburg who 
won 2-1 against Mainz.

Bayern and Dortmund are 
two points back ahead of their Oc-
tober 8 showdown in Dortmund. 

Ten-time reigning champions 
Bayern ended a mini crisis 4-0 
against lowly Bayer Leverkusen 
on Friday.

In Cologne, Dortmund cap-
tain Jude Bellingham set up 
Brandt nicely between two de-
fenders to slot home the opening 

goal in the 31st minute.
But the hosts reversed mat-

ters when Kainz levelled in the 
53rd and his corner three min-
utes later was headed home by 
Tigges at the near post. 

Ljubicic seemed to have 
wrapped up matters with a curl-

ing shot into the far right corner 
with 20 minutes left but Cologne 
had to sweat it out after Rothe’s 
seemingly attemped cross took a 
deflection into the net over goal-
keeper Marvin Schwäbe.

In Freiburg, Michael Grego-
ritsch scored the first and set up 
Daniel-Kofi Kyereh for the sec-
ond. Aaron Martin Caricol was on 
target for Mainz after the break.

Elsewhere, Timo Werner 
ended a weeks-long drought 
with a brace and reported Chel-
sea target Christopher Nkunku 
also netted twice - and missed a 
penalty - as RB Leipzig trounced 
Bochum 4-0 in the first match 
for new coach Thomas Laetsch 
at the bottom club.  Wolfsburg 
got a last-gasp 3-2 win over win-
less VfB Stuttgart from Yannick 
Gerhardt while Werder Bremen 
host Borussia Mönchengladbach 
in the late game. 

Frankfurt’s team celebrates after the Bundesliga match in Frankfurt. AFP)
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SECOND-HALF goals from 
Gabriel Jesus and Granit 
Xhaka fired Premier League 
leaders Arsenal to a 3-1 win 
over 10-man Tottenham in an 
entertaining North London 
Derby on Saturday.

Arsenal were rewarded for 
a bright start when Thomas 
Partey produced a stunning 
long-range finish after 20 min-
utes, but Harry Kane swiftly 
levelled with a penalty. 

The impressive Gunners 
hit the front again when Je-
sus bundled home following 
Hugo Lloris’ mistake, and Tot-
tenham’s hopes of a comeback 
were dashed when Emerson 
Royal was sent off.  

Xhaka then drilled into the 
bottom-right corner as Mikel 
Arteta’s rampant side moved 
four points clear of Manchester 
City and consigned their fierce 
rivals to a first Premier League 
defeat of the season.

Both goalkeepers were called 
into action during a lively start, 
with Lloris tipping Gabriel Mar-
tinelli’s fierce volley onto his 
right-hand post before Aaron 
Ramsdale clawed Richarlison’s 
effort away from the bottom-
right corner.

Arsenal enjoyed the better 
of the early exchanges and took 
a deserved lead when Partey 
curled an excellent first-time 
strike into the top-right corner 
from outside the area. But the 
Gunners contrived to gift Tot-
tenham an equaliser after 31 
minutes, with Kane stroking 
home his 44th London derby 
goal from the penalty spot af-
ter Gabriel Magalhaes clumsily 
felled Richarlison.

Arsenal required just four 
minutes of the second half to 
move back into the lead, as Llo-
ris pushed Bukayo Saka’s tame 
shot straight to Jesus, who grate-
fully prodded home.

Jesus missed a good chance 
to extend Arsenal’s lead when 
he failed to convert a header 
three minutes later, but Spurs’ 
task was made far more difficult 
when Emerson saw red for a 
reckless challenge on Martinelli.

Emerson’s dismissal al-
lowed Arsenal to push forward 
in search of a third goal, and 
they made the points safe when 
Xhaka fired a low finish beyond 
Lloris from inside the box.

Elsewhere, Leandro Tros-
sard scored a hat-trick to earn a 
3-3 draw for Brighton and Hove 
Albion in a thriller against Liver-
pool at Anfield on Saturday.

Trossard’s double in the 

opening 17 minutes put the visi-
tors in command in head coach 
Roberto De Zerbi’s first game 
in charge. Liverpool hit back 
through Roberto Firmino before 
the break and the Brazil striker 
equalised early in the second half 
of a pulsating Premier League 
encounter.

Adam Webster’s own goal 
put Liverpool ahead for the first 
time, but Trossard completed 
his treble with seven minutes of 
normal time remaining to give 
Brighton a deserved point.

Firmino showed great com-
posure to equalise on the break 
nine minutes into the second 
half.  The turnaround looked 
complete when Sanchez paid 
the price for flapping at Alex-
ander-Arnold’s corner, with 
the unfortunate Webster turning 
into his own net. Yet Brighton 
continued to pose a huge threat 
and, after Alisson denied Wel-
beck, Trossard sealed his hat-
trick by superbly converting a 
left-wing cross.
Premier League Results
Arsenal 3  Tottenham 1
Liverpool 3  Brighton 3
Bournemouth  0 Brentford 0
Crystal Palace  1 Chelsea 2  
Fulham 1 Newcastle 4   
Liverpool   3 Brighton   3 
Southampton 1  Everton 2        
West Ham  2  Wolves 0 

Brilliant Arsenal beat ten-man 
Spurs to go four points clear

Roma’s Smalling header inflicts 
more damage on Inter Milan

DPA
BERLIN

CHRIS Smalling’s header saw 
Roma come from behind to beat 
Inter in Serie A for the first time in 
over five years.  

Federico Dimarco gave In-
ter a first half lead at San Siro, 
but Paulo Dybala equalised 
against the side he was heavily 
rumoured to join before he com-
pleted a move to Roma.

Inter have now lost back-to-
back Serie A matches and three 
of their last four, drifting eight 
points behind early pacesetters 
Napoli. 

Edin Dzeko saw an early at-
tempt, which would have been 
his 100th Serie A goal, disal-
lowed for offside but Dimarco 
broke the deadlock on the half 
hour mark, teeing Nicolo Barel-
la’s threaded pass into the bot-
tom corner to take the lead with 
an effort Rui Patricio will feel he 

should have done better with.
The lead lasted less than 10 

minutes though, Dybala volley-
ing home Leonardo Spinazzola’s 
cross past Samir Handanovic to 
secure his fourth Serie A goal of 
the season. 

A timid start to the second 
period saw few opportuni-
ties but Calhanoglu was inches 
away from pushing Inter ahead 
again, firing a free kick off the 
frame of the goal shortly after 
the hour mark with Patricio 
stranded. 15 minutes later, the 
visitors scored their winner as 
Smalling found space to head 
Lorenzo Pellegrini’s free-kick 
home with ease - a VAR check 
showing the defender was not 
offside and instead the benefi-
ciary of lacklustre marking.

Serie A Results
Napoli 3 Torino 1
Inter Milan 1 Roma 2
Empoli 1 AC Milan 3
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ALWAYS direct and to the point, 
full-back Benjamin Pavard 
recalled his finest moments 

in the France jersey, starting with 
Russia 2018 and his wonder goal 
in the 4-3 defeat of Argentina in 
the last 16. He also looks ahead 
to Qatar 2022, where he believes 
France will be the team everyone 
wants to beat. 
Excerpts from FIFA+ interview.

You went down in FIFA World Cup 
history with a magnificent goal 
you scored against Argentina in 

the round of 16 at Russia 2018. 
Can you talk us through it again?
We were up against it. I saw 
Blaise [Matuidi] play a long pass 
out to Lucas [Hernandez], who 
crossed the ball. I can’t really ex-
plain why I was so far up the pitch. 
Usually, when one full-back pushes 
forward, the other one stays back, 
but on that occasion I just had a 
feeling and got up the pitch. When 
the ball came to me, I managed 
to connect with the outside of my 
foot and put some swerve on it. 
We all know what happened next.

Were you surprised to see it 
voted the goal of the tournament 
at Russia 2018?
Yes and no. It was an important 
goal because we went on to win 
the match. If you score a goal 
like that and you lose, you don’t 
savour it as much. I was delighted 
to get that award, though. It was 
great to win it, but the most impor-
tant thing was winning the World 
Cup with my team-mates.

You were the first France de-
fender since Lilian Thuram and 
his brace against Croatia in the 
semi-finals at France 98 to score 
at a World Cup. How do you feel 
about that?
I think I’m a little bit like Lilian. 
During my time at Stuttgart I 
played in central defence for them 
and at right-back for France. He 
was a role model and a legend. 
He won trophies for France and 
wherever he went in his club 
career. I hope I can have a proper 
chat with him one day because 
he’s a great guy.

Just to wrap up our look back 
at 2018, what was the magic 
ingredient that helped France go 
all the way?
Being together every day and 
having a great atmosphere in the 
camp and on the pitch. Everyone 
got on and it was fun. It made the 
tournament go by pretty quickly 
and we didn’t have the time to get 
bored. We know the subs weren’t 

happy but they didn’t show it. They 
put everything into training, which 
really pushed everyone to be at 
their best. You’re all together for a 
few weeks at the World Cup, so if 
things don’t go well it can show on 
the pitch. But we had a great at-
mosphere going and that allowed 
us to go out and play our game.

Your coach Didier Deschamps 
has been France coach for ten 
years now. Why has he lasted so 
long in the job?
Because he’s a competitor, as 
we all are, and he always wants 
to win. He’s instilled us with his 
grit and determination and he’s 
pushed us to achieve. We won the 
World Cup with him. He’s a great 
guy. He’s won trophies wherever 
he’s gone as a player and a coach. 
He uses really important words in 
his team talks and he makes eve-
ryone want to win and give their all 
on the pitch.

Team captain Hugo Lloris is an-
other example of longevity.
Hugo has had an amazing career. 
He’s well past 100 caps now [139 
in total]. He put me totally at ease 
when I started my international 
career. He was like a big brother. 
He showed me things. Along with 
Olivier Giroud, Hugo is one of the 
people I really get on with. They got 
me in the swing of it straightaway. I 
have nothing but respect for Hugo.

Qatar 2022 is coming up fast, but 
you had a tough year in 2021, 

when you were in and out of the 
side in the qualifiers. How do you 
feel about that time in your life?
I had a tough time with Covid. It 
was hard for everyone but it was 
difficult for me in my personal life 
too. Being abroad on my own was 
a challenge. I had some mental 
health issues and that took its toll 
on the pitch. I wasn’t happy. It was 
a very difficult time in my life. It’s 
history now and I’ve learned a lot 
from that period and I came out 
of it a better person. As for the 
qualifying competition, we were 
the holders, we wanted to qualify 
and we did it. The key thing was 
to make it to Qatar. It didn’t really 
matter how. All you remember 
in the end are the results. We’re 
going into the World Cup full of 
confidence and we hope to go all 
the way.

Going all the way is indeed the 
biggest challenge that awaits Les 
Bleus at Qatar 2022. No one has 
retained the Trophy since Brazil 
did it at Chile 1962.
We know it won’t be easy because 
we’re the team everyone wants to 
beat. As the reigning champions, 
everyone will be gunning for us. 
We just have to focus on what we 
do and not the opposition. So no 
asking questions – just play our 
football, give it all we’ve got and 
try to win the World Cup. When 
you’re at the world finals, you’re 
there to win. Otherwise what’s the 
point? You might as well stay at 
home.

Your first game in Group D is 
against Australia on 22 Novem-
ber. Then come Denmark and 
Tunisia.
We know they won’t be easy 
matches. People are already 
saying France are in the last 16, 
but you have to go out and play 
the games. We didn’t play amaz-
ing football in the group phase in 
2018 but we won, went through 
and we got better as the com-
petition went on. So no asking 
questions.

What’s changed in the France 
squad between 2018 and today?
What’s changed is that everyone 
is four years older and the team 
is different, with some very good 
young players coming in and some 
old hands like Blaise [Matuidi] 
and Steve [Mandanda] departing. 
There’s been a bit of a changeover. 
We have a good squad, with more 
young players than usual. I feel a 
bit old (laughs) even if I’m only 26.

The other change from 2018 is 
the return of Karim Benzema to 
the France fold.
I didn’t know Karim personally. I 
only knew him through TV, through 
all the goals he’s scored and the 
trophies he’s won. Meeting him in 
person I can see that he’s a real 
professional and that he talks to 
everyone. In my eyes, he’s the 
best No9 in the world right now. 
He performs every time he plays 
for France and he lifts us up.

France are the team to beat 
at Qatar World Cup: Pavard

France’s defender Benjamin Pavard (R) and France’s forward Olivier 
Giroud come out for the second half during the UEFA Nations League 
match against Denmark in Copenhagen on September 25, 2022. (AFP)

Defending champions France face Australia in their Group D opener on 22 November; A member of 
the side that won Russia 2018, Benjamin Pavard knows France face a tough task to retain their trophy

Arsenal striker Gabriel Jesus (right) celebrates scoring his goal during a 
Premier League match in London on Saturday. (AFP)

Atletico Madrid ease past sevilla 
thanks to Llorente and Morata

DPA
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MARCOS Llorente and Alvaro 
Morata scored as Atletico Ma-
drid earned a 2-0 win at Se-
villa on Saturday, ratcheting up 
pressure on home boss Julen 
Lopetegui.  Koke claimed an as-
sist for the opening goal, on the 
day he made a record-breaking 
554th Atletico appearance, with 
Llorente taking the plaudits af-
ter placing a neat finish into the 
bottom-left corner.

Sevilla have won just one 
league game so far this season, 
and their lack of confidence was 
clear as Diego Simeone’s men ex-
tended their lead through Mor-
ata’s finish from a one-on-one 
chance after 57 minutes.

The result lifts Atleti into fifth 
in LaLiga’s early-season stand-
ings, while Lopetegui appears to 
be on borrowed time at Sevilla 
after overseeing another meek 
reverse. 

Atleti made a bright start as 
Llorente headed wide following 
a good run from Saul Niguez, 
before Morata blasted over the 
crossbar when presented with a 
decent opening 19 minutes in.

But Llorente was not to be 
denied after 29 minutes, collect-
ing a fine pass from Koke before 
shifting the ball to his right foot 
and drilling beyond Yassine Bou-
nou.

Llorente then sent a fierce ef-

fort into the side netting as Sevil-
la were pinned back, and Kasper 
Dolberg’s tame header was the 
sum of the hosts’ efforts before 
they were booed off at the break.

The half-time introductions 
of Ivan Rakitic and Jesus Navas 
saw Sevilla enjoy more posses-
sion, but they went 2-0 down 
when Matheus Cunha took ad-
vantage of Jose Angel Carmona’s 
error before teeing up Morata for 
a delicate chipped finish.

What’s next? Both teams are 
in Champions League action in 
midweek. Sevilla host Borussia 
Dortmund on Wednesday, while 
Atleti go to Club Brugge on Tues-
day.

La Liga Results
Sevilla 0   Attletico 2
Cadiz CF 0  Villarreal 0
 Getafa 2   Valladolid 3

Atletico Madrid’s Alvaro Morata 
after scoring his goal (AFP)
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CHARLES Leclerc on Saturday 
secured pole position for the 
Formula One Singapore Grand 
Prix as he and Ferrari try to 
spoil Max Verstappen’s possi-
ble world title party.

But the Dutchman might 
have seen his chances of clinch-
ing the title on Sunday slipping 
away after a disappointing 
eighth place in the session.

The Monegasque driver 
Leclerc clocked 1 minutes 
49.412 seconds around the 
5.063-kilometre Marina Bay 
Street Circuit to beat Red Bull’s 
Sergio Perez by a narrow ad-
vantage of 0.022 second for his 
ninth pole of the season and 
18th overall.

“It’s been a very, very tricky 
qualifying,” Leclerc said. “I 
made a mistake in my last lap 
so I didn’t think I’d get pole 
but it was just enough.” Perez, 
meanwhile, has his eyes set on 
a possible win in Singapore.

“It’s a good opportunity to 
attack Charles and go for the 
win. I was disappointed to miss 
out on pole by two hundredths. 
It was so tricky to learn the 
conditions today and tomor-
row could be wet,” he said.

Seven-time world champion 
Lewis Hamilton of Mercedes was 
third, just 0.054 second behind 
Leclerc. It’s a great result for the 
Briton who has been struggling 
with Mercedes this season.

“I was pushing so hard, it 
was so, so close. These guys are 
so quick, but I thought with a 
perfect lap we could fight for 
first place, but I just didn’t have 
the grip in the last lap,” he said.

Red Bull’s Verstappen was 
forced to abort a last flying lap, 
in which he appeared set to 
clinch pole. He was ordered by 
the team to return to the pits and 
has to be content with eighth.

Team advisor Helmut 
Marko told broadcasters Sky 
that Verstappen had to return 
to the pits due to a lack of fuel. 
If he had completed the lap, he 
could have been left without the 
enough fuel sample demanded 
by F1 ruling body FIA.

Failing to present the fuel 
sample would result in a disqual-
ification from qualifying entirely.

Eleven-time season winner 
Verstappen has won races from 
behind before this season and, 
leading Leclerc by 116 points in 
the championship, has a first 
opportunity to clinch back-to-
back world titles. But to achieve 
this he needs to win the race on 

Sunday, gain another 22 points 
on Leclerc and have other re-
sults also go his way.

Leclerc’s team-mate Carlos 
Sainz was fourth, followed by 
two-time world champion Fer-
nando Alonso of Alpine, Lando 
Norris of McLaren and Alpha 
Tauri’s Pierre Gasly.

Kevin Magnussen of Haas 
and Yuki Tsunoda in the other 
Alpha Tauri completed the top 10.

In the other Mercedes, 
George Russell dropped out of 
the session in Q2 and will start 
the race in 11th. He later ex-
plained that an issue with the 
car was making it hard for him 
to complete the turns.
Starting Grid
Front row: Charles Leclerc 
(MON/Ferrari); Sergio Perez 
(MEX/Red Bull)
2nd row: Lewis Hamilton (GBR/
Mercedes); Carlos Sainz (ESP/

Ferrari)
3rd row: Fernando Alonso (ESP/
Alpine); Lando Norris (GBR/
McLaren)
4th row: Pierre Gasly (FRA/
AlphaTauri); Max Verstappen 
(NED/Red Bull)
5th row: Kevin Magnussen 
(DEN/Haas); Yuki Tsunoda (JPN/
AlphaTauri)
6th row: George Russell (GBR/
Mercedes); Lance Stroll (CAN/
Aston Martin)
7th row: Mick Schumacher 
(GER/Haas); Sebastian Vettel 
(GER/Aston Martin)
8th row: Zhou Guanyu (CHN/Alfa 
Romeo); Valtteri Bottas (FIN/Alfa 
Romeo)
9th row: Daniel Ricciardo (AUS/
McLaren); Esteban Ocon (FRA/
Alpine)
10th row: Alexander Albon (THA/
Williams); Nicholas Latifi (CAN/
Williams).

Qatar’s Hamad Al Sahouti (bike No. 23) held on to his third place in the 
Asia Talent Cup championship standings in in Buriram, Thailand, on Sat-
urday as he finished 13th in Race 1 of the sixth round, ahead of Sunday’s 
Race 2. Starting from the 11th spot in the grid, the young rider completed 
the 72.864 km race in 29’24.012 with a top speed of 148.7kmh. Al 
Sahouti was 22.427 secs adrift of winner Hakim Danish of Malaysia who 
claimed his third win of the season to retake the championship lead. Indo-
nesia’s Veda Ega Pratama and Japan’s Gun Mie rounded out the podium 
in Race 1, held on the sidelines of the Thailand Moto GP. (TNN)

Leclerc secures Singapore 
GP pole, Verstappen 8th

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK 
AGADIR (MOROCCO) 

QATAR’S Nasser Al Attiyah in 
a Toyota Hilux set the pace on 
the 8.67 km prologue, which 
served as a warm-up for the 
main action to follow over the 
next five days at the 2022 Ral-
lye Du Maroc as French Se-
bastien Loeb recorded the third 
fastest time on the opening day 
in his BRX Prodrive Hunter.

Loeb is looking to extend 
his lead in the World Rally-
Raid Championship with team 
BahraIn Raid Xtreme (BRX).

Orlando Terranova, Loeb’s 
BRX team-mate, finished the 
stage in fifth place, one spot 
adrift of French driver Guerlain 
Chicherit in another Prodrive 
Hunter.

Loeb started the rally lead-
ing Al Attiyah by one point in 
the race to become the first FIA 
World Rally Raid champion, 
with the final round, the Anda-
lucia Rally, to follow in Spain 
from 18-23 October.

The nine-time World Rally 
Champion and fellow French-
man Fabian Lurquin snatched 
that slender advantage during 

the Abu Dhabi Desert Chal-
lenge back in March, and they 
know that one small mistake or 
twist of misfortune could de-
cide the title race.

The prologue was lit-

tle more than a sprint for the 
three Prodrive Hunters and 
the other 80 starters in the cars 
and trucks category, before the 
rally begins in earnest tomor-
row with the first of five long 

desert stages, a 316-kms com-
petitive section from Agadir to 
Tan-Tan.

The route covers more 
sand than in previous years, 
with bivouacs at Tan-Tan and 

Laayoune, and stages that are 
similar to those seen in Saudi 
Arabia in recent years for the 
Dakar Rally.

Argentine Terranova, who 
took his BRX Hunter to a fine 
fourth place finish in this year’s 
Dakar back in January, said: “I 
am happy to be back again ral-
lying.

“My personal target is to do 
a good rally and get quicker as 
the rally progresses. This is a 
big test for the Dakar, as Mo-

rocco is a tough rally, but one 
that I enjoy too.” Chicherit, 
partnered in the third BRX 
Hunter by fellow Frenchman 
Alex Winocq, said: “Rallye du 
Maroc is very hard for the cars 
and for the crews.

“In short, one kilometre 
in Morocco counts double or 
triple in normal conditions. I 
will do everything I can and if 
we are in the game, it will give 
us confidence for the Dakar,”  
he added.

Al Attiyah wins prologue to set the pace at 2022 Rallye Du Maroc

Bezzecchi snatches first 
pole for Rossi’s team

AGENCIES
BURIRAM (THAILAND)

MARCO Bezzecchi snatched a 
maiden MotoGP pole for himself 
and Valentino Rossi’s team after 
beating Jorge Martin by 0.021s 
in a thrilling Thailand Grand Prix 
qualifying on Saturday.

The rookie Italian has shown 
flashes of speed throughout 
2022, guiding his 2021-spec 
Ducati to the front row in a wet/
dry qualifying at Mugello and 
taking a maiden podium at Assen 
prior to the summer break.

In a tight qualifying at Bur-
iram, Bezzecchi smashed the ex-
isting lap record to claim his first 
pole in the premier class with a 
1m29.671s.

The 15-minute pole shootout 
session got underway in dry 
conditions with Bezzecchi’s 
VR46 teammate Luca Marini 
setting the reference lap with a 
1m31.747s.

That only stood as the fast-
est lap for a few seconds as Jack 
Miller shot to the top of the or-
der with a 1m30.270s, which he 
bettered moments later with a 
1m30.106s.

The Motegi race-winner was 
unable to complete the session, 
however, as an issue on the rear 
of his Ducati as he exited his 

garage for his second run in the 
closing stages forced him back 
into his box.

Teammate Francesco Bag-
naia was only ninth at the end of 
the opening run, with Pramac’s 
Jorge Martin leading the way 
after posting a 1m29.893s mo-
ments after Miller had gone top.

When he returned to the cir-
cuit for his second run on fresh 
soft rubber, Bagnaia – who goes 
into Sunday’s race 18 points be-
hind championship leader Fabio 
Quartararo – deposed Martin 
with a 1m29.775s.

Starting grid for the Thai MotoGP
Front row: 1. Marco Bezzecchi 
(ITA/Ducati-VR46), 2. Jorge Martin 
(ESP/Ducati-Pramac), 3. Francesco 
Bagnaia (ITA/Ducati)
Second row: 4. Fabio Quartararo 
(FRA/Yamaha), 5. Johann Zarco 
(FRA/Ducati-Pramac), 6. Enea 
Bastianini (ITA/Ducati-Gresini)
Third row: 7. Jack Miller (AUS/
Ducati), 8. Marc Marquez (ESP/
Honda), 9. Luca Marini (ITA/Ducati-
VR46)
Fourth row: 10. Alex Rins (ESP/
Suzuki), 11. Miguel Oliveira (POR/
KTM), 12. Brad Binder (RSA/KTM)
Fifth row: 13. Aleix Espargaro 
(ESP/Aprilia), 14. Franco Mor-
bidelli (ITA/Yamaha), 15. Cal 
Crutchlow (GBR/Yamaha-RNF).

Qatar’s Al Sahouti stays in 3rd 
place in Asia Talent Cup C’ship 

A helicopter tracks Qatar’s Nasser Al Attiyah (in a Toyota Hilux) during the 8.67km prologue stage of the 
2022 Rallye Du Maroc in Morocco on Saturday.

Frenchman Sebastien Loeb of team BahraIn Raid Xtreme (BRX).

Ferrari’s Monegasque driver Charles Leclerc reacts after taking the pole position after the qualifying session 
ahead of the F1 Singapore Grand Prix night race at the Marina Bay Street Circuit in Singapore on Saturday. (AFP)

Mooney VR46 Racing’s Italian rider Marco Bezzecchi (R) celebrates 
after coming in pole position in the qualifying session of the MotoGP 
Thailand Grand Prix at the Buriram International Circuit in Buriram 
on Saturday. (AFP)

Lebanese driver Mansour Chebli topped the Open Class 1 while Qatar’s Nadim Ziade won the Production 
Class 1 in the fourth round of the 2022 Qatar National Sprint, organised by the Qatar Motor & Motorcycle 
Federation (QMMF), on Friday. Driving a Renault Clio, Chebli won his event in 1:11.609 while Ziade (1:18.681) 
and Jad Alawar (1:33.363) finished in second and third positions respectively. Alawar then went on to win the 
O2 class in his Mitsubishi Evo 8 (1:09.403), marking the fastest laptime of the fourth round of the popular 
event. Amro Abdulla came second in 1:12.081 while Abdul Al Hajjar completed the podium with a time of 
1:18.243. Ziade won the Renalut Clio Production Class after clocking his fastest time on his second attempt, 
registering a time of 1:12.892. Chebli came second in (1:13.664) while Qatar’s Hanibaal Eid booked his po-
dium finish in 1:15.174. Qatar’s Maher Serre emerged at the top of the P2 Class in his Porsche Cayman GTS, 
clocking a time of 1:10.640. Aleksandar Jokic, also driving a Porsche Cayman GTS, was second in 1:13.796 
while Alawar booked his third podium spot of the day with a time of 1:14.072secs.

QATAR NATIONAL SPRINT ROUND 4: CHEBLI, 
ZIADE TOP OPEN, PRODUCTION CLASS 

SINGAPORE: Lewis Hamilton 
says he has a doctor’s letter 
over his use of a nose stud as 
he faces a fine for wearing it in 
Singapore.  
Formula One’s governing body 
the FIA has enforced a jewel-
lery clampdown this season on 
safety grounds. 
Following a number of medical 
exemptions, Hamilton, 37, re-
moved his piercings at the 10th 
round at Silverstone in July.  
But Hamilton was seen wearing 
the nose stud in practice and 
qualifying in Singapore. 
He was summoned by the FIA 
to see the stewards with a 
Mercedes representative for an 
alleged breach of appendix L, 
chapter three of the FIA Interna-
tional Sporting Code. 
It is expected Hamilton will be 
fined for the breach but will 
face harsher sporting penalties 
if he continues to ignore the 
FIA’s rule. But after qualifying, 
Hamilton said: “I am not trying 
to make a statement. I have had 
my jewellery and my nose stud 
for years.” (PA Media/DPA)

Hamilton faces fine 
for use of nose stud
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RECOGNISING the need to 
tackle the challenges posed by 
refugee flows affecting Europe 
at large, the International Cen-
tre for Sport Security (ICSS) 
EUROPE – a non-profit entity 
established under the umbrella 
of the Doha-based Interna-
tional Centre for Sport Security 
(ICSS)- joined forces with the 
International Olympic Truce 
Centre (IOTC), Spanish Fun-
dación Sevilla Fútbol Club, and 
Italy’s Fondazione Lazio 1900 
in a collaborative partnership 
under the EU ERASMUS+ sport 
program to launch the pro-
ject “Crossing the Boundaries 
through Sport (CrosSport)”.

ICSS EUROPE will coor-
dinate its first-ever EU project 
within the framework of Save 
the Dream initiative estab-
lished by the ICSS with the 
support of Ooredoo as Tech-
nology Partner, becoming a 
global movement that aims to 
promote and protect the values 
and integrity of sport.

The CrosSport project’s of-
ficial launch took place during a 
project kick-off session held dur-
ing the European Week of Sport 
in Lisbon, hosted by the National 
Olympic Committee of Portugal.

The project kick-off session 
brought together project part-
ners along with relevant interna-
tional and national institutions 
such as the International Or-

ganization for Migration and the 
Portuguese Institute for Sport 
and Youth, and a “refugees-led 
sharing talk”, which gathers 
four testimonies representing 
the refugee’s communities iden-
tified by project partners.

The project comes in re-
sponse to today’s current and 
dramatic events stressing, 
more than ever, the need to 
adopt innovative measures 
and CrosSport’s pioneering ap-
proach aimed at exploring new 
avenues for reception, inclu-
sion and integration of refu-

gees in our societies by using 
the power of sport.
The project’s main deliverables 
during the 24 months’ imple-
mentation of CrosSport are:
* Reference framework and 
networking through focus groups 
where experts will discuss and 
share knowledge and best prac-
tices on how to use sport as a 
tool of inclusion.
* Methodology Handbook on 
how to achieve a strengthened 
cooperation between sport 
organizations and integration-
focused social development 

organizations and to increase 
community participation of youth 
refugees through the attractive-
ness of sport activities.
* Educational programmes for 
the creation of two figures: a 
“Community Leader for Inclusion 
through Sport (CLIS)”, and “Sport 
for Inclusion Activist (SIA)” within 
the refugee community.

Underlining the initiative, 
Massimiliano Montanari, CEO 
of ICSS and Save the Dream, 
said, “‘When we presented our 
project proposal to the Euro-
pean Union, the world, Europe 

in particular, was looking very 
different. We were focusing 
mainly on refugees flows from 
the Middle-East and North 
Africa towards Europe. To-
day’s 7.5 million refugee from 
Ukraine, out of them mainly 
women children, were still sit-
ting in their homes, safely.

“But the power of sport re-
mains the same and, jointly 
with our partners, Sevilla FC 
and Lazio SS foundations, 
IOTC, the European Union and 
hopefully many others, we are 
determined to make the best 

possible use of it to alleviate the 
despair and the suffering refu-
gees are exposed to. This is what 
the CrosSport project, “Cross-
ing the Boundaries through 
Sport”aims to achieve.”

João Paulo Almeida, Direc-
tor-General, National Olympic 
Committee of Portugal, com-
mented, “Sport plays an indis-
putable role to build bridges 
between communities, inspir-
ing people and decision mak-
ers to overcome physical and 
cultural boundaries to foster 
social integration of refugees 
and ethnic minorities.

“I believe CrosSport will 
deliver a comprehensive pro-
gramme to build capacity of 
those engaged in this para-
mount challenge.”

Sports

Action from the Umm Salal vs Al Sadd Round 3, Group A match of the 
2022-2023 season Ooredoo Cup at the Al Egla Stadium 4 on Saturday.

AAB Chess Open: 6th 
edition from Oct 16th
TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK 

DOHA 

AFTER its successful hybrid 
Chess Open competition last 
year, Abdullah Abdulghani & 
Bros. Co. (AAB), the Toyota 
and Lexus distributor in Qatar, 
is bringing back the AAB Chess 
Open FIDE-Rated Tourna-
ment, in collaboration with Qa-
tar Chess Association (QCA).

All chess enthusiasts in Qa-
tar are invited to join the “AAB 
Chess Open Edition 6” over-the 
-board (OTB) Tournament that 
will run from October 13-15 
and 20-22, 2022 (Thursday-
Saturday) on the 5th Floor (501 
& 504) of Al Abdulghani Tow-
er, C-Ring Road.

The tournament will be 
played in 9-Round Swiss Sys-
tem format of standard chess 
over 2 consecutive weekends. 
It is open for all players under 
2200 rating points. A valid 
FIDE ID is required for every 
participant.

Registration is open until 
October 10, 2022. Entry fee 
to the tournament is QR150. 
There are limited seats only 
and QCA reserves the right to 
accept or reject registration.

The winners will be deter-
mined on the last day of the 
tournament at the iconic AAB 
Tower.

As it falls during the Qa-
tar Sustainability Week 2022 
(QSW), AAB is running this 
sports event as part of its QSW 
activities under Quality Educa-
tion as the game of chess devel-
ops the strategic thinking of the 
players, especially the youth.

Chess can help sharpen 
one’s foresight and goal plan-
ning abilities, making it an 
important skill to have in the 
future. In line with this, AAB 

is supportive of building a 
new generation of world-rated 
chess players in Qatar.

The AAB Chess Open 
brought the first Fédération In-
ternationale des Échecs (FIDE) 
Rated Tournament in Qatar, 
held in collaboration with QCA. 
It was launched in 2018 and 
has produced more than 50 
rated chess players who were 
previously non-rated through 
the tournaments.

According to QCA Presi-
dent Mohamed Al Mudhahka, 
the tournament is an important 
opportunity for all participants 
to interact after an absence 
from competitions due to the 
pandemic. 

He praised the efforts made 
by AAB towards the resump-
tion of OTB games.

The AAB edition chess tour-
naments have been through 
online and hybrid platform for 
the last few years. 

During the pandemic, it 
brought the sports to various 
platforms with a series of on-
line tournaments attended by 
over 1,200 chess enthusiasts 
from around the world, includ-
ing 40 Grand Masters and 180 
Titled Players.

This 6th edition is its come-
back as full OTB games with 
social distancing and safety 
measures protocols in place. 
The games will be open to a 
maximum of 70 players with 
the lifting of the restrictions 
on social gatherings and sports 
events.

The strong partnership be-
tween AAB and QCA is part of 
AAB’s CSR initiatives and com-
mitment to building and sup-
porting a community of strate-
gic thinkers through sports.

Registration can be done 
online at www.aabqatar.com

Umm Salal upstage Al Sadd 3-2 In Ooredoo Cup Round 3
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ICSS joins forces with Project Partners to launch ‘Crossing the 
Boundaries through Sport’ to support young refugees in Europe

ICSS EUROPE will coordinate its first-ever EU project within the framework of Save the Dream  
initiative established by the ICSS with the support of Ooredoo as Technology Partner, becoming  

a global movement that aims to promote and protect the values and integrity of sport.

The sixth edition of highly popular AAB Chess Open FIDE-Rated Tourna-
ment, in collaboration with Qatar Chess Association (QCA), will be held 
from October 13 to 15, 2022. 
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IN-FORM rider Mohamed 
Khalifa Albaker continued his 
fine start to the new season as 
he showjumped his way to Big 
Tour title in the third round 
of the Qatar Equestrian Tour - 
Longines Hathab on Saturday.

Also stealing the spotlight 
at Qatar Equestrian Federa-
tion’s Indoor Arena was Cyrine 
Cherif, who took the runner-up 
and third place in the Big Tour 
after winning the Open Class.

Albaker set the fastest 
round on his 12-year-old stal-
lion Lissabon 56 in a jump-off 
time of 33.56 seconds to win 
the 140cm class. Frenchwom-
an Cherif came second with 
eight-year-old gelding Obama 
in 34.81 seconds, before she re-
emerged again with nine-year-
old I’am Moerhoeve’s Princess 
Z to also claim the final podium 
position in 35.03.

Earlier, Cherif had topped 
the Open Class with Brennus 
Villelongue. The pair had regis-
tered times of 31.49 and 31.80 
seconds to win the 120cm 
class. Mohamed Hamad Al-
naimi astride Dubaii was sec-
ond, while; Abdulaziz Majid Al 
Ghanim on Guiness was third. 
Results
Big Tour | Table A, One round 
against the clock with jump off, 
Art. 238.2.2 | 130/140 cm | 
Prize Money: QR60,000
1. Horse: Lissabon 56; Rider: 

Mohamed Khalifa Albaker; 
Times: 65.97 & 33.56 secs; 
Prize Money: QR15,000 
2. Obama; Cyrine Cherif; 73.58 
& 34.81; QR12,000 
3. I’am Moerhoeve’s Princess Z; 
Cyrine Cherif; 72.59 & 35.03; 
QR9,000
Open Class| Table A, Two phas-
es, Art. 274.1.5.3 | 115/120 
cm | Prize Money: QR25,000
1. Horse: Brennus Villelongue; 
Rider: Cyrine Cherif; Time: 31.49 

& 31.80 secs; Prize money: 
QR6,250 
2. Dubaii; Mohamed Hamad 
Alnaimi; 30.06 32.49 secs; 
QR5,000 
3. Guiness; Abdulaziz Majid 
al-Ghanim; 31.71 & 33.15 secs; 
QR3,750 
Future Riders | Optimum Time | 
Max. 90 cm
1. Horse: Anyway II; Rider: 
Abdulaziz Soud al-Mutawa; Time: 
48.18. 

2. Casanova S.C.H; Jassim Adel 
al-Saegh; 48.21 secs. 
3. Inzaghi Van Molenheide; 
Maryam Nassir al-Mutlaq; 47.76
Future Riders | Optimum Time | 
Max. 80 cm
1. Horse: Kashmir; Rider: 
Abdulaziz Abdulla Alabri; Time: 
48.25 secs 
2. Whistler; Mohamed Abdulla 
al-Marri; 48.60 secs
3. Sita; Hassan Ali Almarhoon; 
48.95 secs.

Albaker tops Big Tour, Cherif 
stands out with super show

Podium winners of the Big Tour competition in Round 3 of Qatar Equestrian Tour – Longines Hathab 2022, 
Mohammed Khalifa Albaker and Cyrine Cherif pose for a photograph along with officials at the Qatar  
Equestrian Federation’s indoor arena on Saturday.

Qatar Equestrian Tour – Longines Hathab Round 3 

Umm Salal beat Al Sadd 3-2 in Round 3, Group A of the 2022-2023 sea-
son Ooredoo Cup at the Al Egla Stadium 4 on Saturday. Sardor Rashidov 
(44th minute), Joao Teixiera (58th minute), and Ilyes Brimil (69th minute) 
scored for Umm Salal, while Hassan Ahmad (third minute) and Santi 
Cazorla (50th minute) did the scoring act for Al Sadd.
Al Wakrah, Al Ahli, Qatar SC and Al Sailiya are the other teams in Group A. 
Group B comprises Al Duhail, Al Markhiya, Al Arabi, Al Shamal, Al Gharafa 
and Al Rayyan. The win was the third successive one for Umm Salal, who 
are now Group A leaders with nine points. Al Sadd, who had won their 
earlier two matches, conceded their first defeat. They have six points.
In another match of the day, Al Ahli got the better of Qatar SC 2-1 in 
Round 3, Group A, at the Qatar University Stadium 4. Both Al Ahli and 
Qatar SC were locked 1-1 at half-time after an absorbing session. The 
action grew more intense and exciting as the two teams rallied to get 
the winner, and it was Al Ahli who eventually succeeded.
In the third clash of the evening, Al Wakrah defeated reigning champi-
ons Al Sailiya 1-0 also in Group A at the Al Ersal 2 Stadium.
Hamad Mansour scored the winner off a penalty kick in the 64th min-
ute. He slotted home the rebound off Al Sailiya goalkeeper Abdrahman 
Mahamat after he blocked the kick taken by Ismail Mahmoud.
Al Wakrah thus moved on to three points following their first victory, 
while Al Sailiya have yet to open their account. (TNN)
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613 Ajyal Jurors from over 
50 nations mark opening of 
Special Edition of Ajyal fest

Tribune news neTwork
Doha

It was a celebration of youth, their 
positivity and passion for cinema driv-
ing one of the most youthful film events 
in the world – the Special Edition of the 
10th Ajyal Film Festival, which opened 
online with a historic record of more 
than 600 Ajyal Jurors on Saturday.

For the next eight days, youths aged 
8 to 25 from more than 50 countries 
will watch, discuss and critique a spe-
cially curated programme of important 
stories from around the world including 
shorts and feature films. 

Fatma Hassan Alremaihi, Chief Ex-
ecutive Officer of the Doha Film Insti-
tute, and Festival Director, welcomed 
the young Ajyal Jurors, describing them 
as the “beating heart of the festival,” and 
the “real reason that makes this festival 
truly special”. 

“Now in its 10th year, everyone be-
lieves in the mission of the Ajyal Film 
Festival, and everyone recognizes the 
great rewards that young people benefit 
from their participation. In the coming 
days, the young Jurors will discover 
new voices in cinema, while discover-
ing their own creative voices, and learn 
firsthand how the power of storytelling 
can serve as the most profound tool for 
positive change.”

She added: “We have curated a di-
verse selection of stories that reflect the 
changing times we live in, the conflicts, 
strife, and natural disasters that people 
across the world face. these stories will 
build empathy and a greater under-
standing of humanity among youth, 
demonstrating that the human spirit 

rises above all. they will discover that 
the hopes, attitudes and aspirations 
they nurture, are not much different 
from other people anywhere in the 
world.”

In three categories - Mohaq (jurors 
aged 8 to 12 years); Hilal (13 to 17 years) 
and Bader (18- to 25-year-olds), the ju-
rors will watch films by accomplished 
masters as well as talented first timers. 
Among the highlights include three 
films supported by the Doha Film In-
stitute.

the films include: Until tomor-
row (Iran, France, Qatar/2022), by 
master filmmaker Ali Asgari, presents 
a compelling portrait of the millennial 
generation and how they are re-exam-
ining the value system in Iran and many 
other countries. Kash Kash - Without 
Feathers We Can’t Live (Qatar, Leba-
non, Germany/2022), directed by Lea 
Najjar, is set in Beirut, torn apart by a 
corrupt political elite, anti-government 
protests, and one of the biggest explo-
sions of the 21st century. Rest in Piece 
(Qatar, Syria, Germany, UAE/2022) by 
Antoine Antabi is a beautifully crafted 
clay animation that shows us the cour-
age and resilience of displaced peoples 
through the eyes of Midyan, who is 
forced to flee his war-torn home.

Katara is the Cultural Partner of the 
Special 10th Edition of the Ajyal Film 
Festival. Darwish Holding, the Offi-
cial Electronics Provider; FNAC, Sony 
and 51 East are Contributing Partners; 
Qommunication is the social media 
Partner; and Alkalive, the Official Wa-
ter Sponsor; Giffoni, Qatar Museums, 
Leisure (Virtuocity) are the Friends of 
the Festival.

Qatar to celebrate World Teachers’ Day on Oct 5

QnA
Doha

tHE State of Qatar, repre-
sented by the Ministry of Edu-
cation and Higher Education, 
will celebrate on Wednesday 
the World teachers’ Day. Oc-
tober 5, is celebrated as World 
teachers’ Day every year.

A number of teachers will 
be honoured for their contribu-
tions in the educational field on 
this occasion.

World teachers’ Day is an 
opportunity to celebrate the 
teaching profession around the 
world, conduct a comprehen-
sive assessment of what has 
been achieved, and draw atten-
tion to teachers who represent 
the core of efforts to achieve 
the global goal of education, 
noting that UNESCO estimates 
indicate the need to employ 69 
million teachers to achieve uni-
versal education by 2030.

the celebration of this oc-
casion by the State of Qatar 
reflects a celebration of the 
teachers and the teaching pro-
fession, in recognition of their 
role in the upbringing and edu-
cating generations, loyalty and 
understanding of the value of 
their efforts and hard work, 

and keenness to ensure that the 
teachers take the position befit-
ting him and his mission.

In this context, Fatima Mo-
hammed Al-Shorouqi, a chem-
istry teacher at Qatar techni-
cal Secondary School for girls, 
highlighted the many possibili-
ties and advantages provided 
by the State, which made the 
teaching profession the best 
among all similar professions, 
in recognition of the impor-
tance of the message it pro-
vides in building generations 
and the renaissance of the na-
tion, pointing out that the Min-
istry of Education and Higher 
Education is working on many 
tracks and advantages to raise 
the proportion of the national 
staff in the teaching corps in all 

State schools.
Al-Shorouqi, winner of the 

Education Excellence Award 
for the year 2022 in the Out-
standing teacher category, in-
dicated that among those tracks 
is the ministry’s sponsorship of 
many Qatari students study-
ing at the College of Education 
at Qatar University through 
the “tomouh” programme or 
through the ministry itself, re-
viewing the many advantages 
that the State grants to Qatari 
teachers and celebrating them 
annually.

For her part, teacher Najla 
Mansour Ali Al-Khater, winner 
of the Education Excellence 
Award for the year 2022 in the 
Outstanding teacher category, 
expressed her pride in belong-

ing to the profession of teacher, 
which she considered one of 
the oldest human professions, 
and has a great credit in build-
ing human civilisation, and for 
being the profession of mes-
sengers and prophets.

She appreciated the great 
support provided by the State 
to the teacher and the many 
advantages provided by the 
ministry to all teaching staff. 
In this context, she addressed 
all young men and girls from 
Qatar that the profession 
of education is one of the 
most prestigious professions 
throughout history, and the 
teachers are leaders of society 
and builders of civilisations, 
pointing to the great attention 
they receive from the State, 

calling on them to engage in 
this sacred profession, to re-
pay a small part of what the 
homeland has given them.

the world has been cel-
ebrating World teachers ‘ Day 
since 1994, an international 
day held annually to celebrate 
the signing in 1966 of the rec-
ommendation of the United 
Nations Educational, Scien-
tific and Cultural Organization 
(UNESCO) and the Interna-
tional Labour Organization 
on the status of teachers. this 
recommendation is a standard-
setting tool that addresses the 
conditions and situations of 
teachers around the world, as 
well as sets standards for their 
recruitment policy, training 
and working conditions.

Curtain comes down on Qatar International Arts Festival at Katara

Tribune news neTwork
Doha

IN a distinguished artistic 
atmosphere, and in the pres-
ence of a large audience, the 
Cultural Village Foundation 
(Katara) concluded last Fri-
day evening the activities of 
the fourth edition of the Qa-
tar International Art Festi-
val, organised in cooperation 
with the international com-
pany Maps.

On its closing day, the in-
ternational artistic event held 
a ceremony for distributing 
awards and shields to honour 
the participating artists.

the fourth edition of the 
Qatar International Arts Fes-
tival was marked by many 
different artistic events and 
activities, including music 
and fashion shows, in a way 
to integrate arts with football 
and sports.

the festival was organised 

from September 26 to 30 and 
saw a heavy turnout of fine-art 
lovers. the art exhibitions in 
the festival highlighted about 
600 artworks including paint-
ings, sculptures and design 
and graphic works presented 
by 300 artists from various art 
schools representing 65 dif-
ferent countries of the world. 
Many of these artworks were 
accomplished by artists per-
forming live drawing, inter-
active sessions and painting 

workshops, amid remarkable 
admiration the public and 
visitors.

On the other hand, the fes-
tival attracted a distinguished 
and talented artists of differ-
ent ages and provided the op-
portunity to discover aesthetic 
and artistic values in various 
techniques and creative meth-
ods. Many of the participating 
artists expressed their happi-
ness to take part in the fourth 
edition of the Qatar Interna-

tional Art Festival, stressing 
that the festival has estab-
lished its distinguished posi-
tion on the map of the world 
exhibitions as an international 
artistic event and a creative 
space in which arts of vari-
ous styles and methods meet. 
It also helps in strengthening 
bonds of communication be-
tween fine-art practitioners of 
different generations, intro-
ducing their creativity and ar-
tistic schools, and upgrading 

their skills and experiences. 
the participating artists 

also made cultural tours, 
during which they visited the 
most prominent tourist at-
tractions, and cultural and 
sports establishments, in 
addition to special tours in 
the cultural village “Katara”, 
as they were briefed on the 
most prominent cultural fa-
cilities and theatres, which 
added a wonderful atmos-
phere to the festival.

Ibtechar launches 6th Sanea
Competition to boost culture
of innovation among students

Tribune news neTwork
Doha

IBtECHAR, Qatar’s leading practical in-
novation solutions provider, in partner-
ship with the Ministry of Education and 
Higher Education (MoEHE), marked the 
opening of the 6th Sanea Competition in 
a ceremony that brought together edu-
cation and technology leaders, ministry 
officials, as well as high school students 
and teachers. 

this edition of the Sanea Competi-
tion will see the participation of more 
than 150 students from 42 preparatory 
and middle schools in Qatar who will 
receive mentorship from 45 teachers, 
specifically trained to use various 4th 
generation technologies by Ibtechar.

Qatar’s leading Science, technology, 
Engineering and Mathematics (StEM) 
competitions, Sanea encourages high 
school students to utilize these essential 
skills to transform innovative ideas into 
tangible prototypes and play a role in 
conquering real-world challenges. 

Over a six-month journey, contesting 
teams will undergo four design rounds to 
visualize, develop and refine their tech-
nological products with guidance and 
feedback from an expert panel of judges. 
the projects will be ranked against a 
range of criteria, involving the design 
process, functionality of the prototype, 
teamwork and presentation skills.

Speaking at the opening ceremony, 
Nayef Al-Ibrahim, CEO and Co-founder 
of Ibtechar, said, “When we launched 
the Sanea Competition five years ago 
our ambition was to motivate more and 
more young people to harness the power 
of practical innovation to make a mark in 
the community to ultimately cultivate a 
culture of making. As we enter the sixth 
year of the competition with our part-
ners, we are proud to highlight a marked 
increase in the number of participants 
that affirms our collective contribution 
towards building a knowledge-based 
society as envisioned by Qatar National 
Vision 2030.”

Sponsors of the 6th Sanea Competi-
tion comprise: Ibtechar as the founding 
partner; MoEHE as the strategic partner; 

Injaz Qatar as the Community Partner; 
Store974 as the Gifting Partner; BLJ 
Worldwide as the Media Agency Partner; 
and Leisure Qatar as the Venue Partner.

Emad Al Khaja, CEO of INJAZ Qa-
tar, said: “Entrepreneurship is one of IN-
JAZ Qatar’s main pillars, and as “Sanea” 
focuses on promoting the culture and 
enriching the discovery in which we get 
to live the essence of an ecosystem and 
work together for a common goal to 
achieve. We’re excited to see what the 
students will accomplish and we are 
proud to be a community partner to sup-
port such an amazing initiative for our 
young entrepreneurs.”

Managing Director Leisure Qatar, 
Sherif Elbassiouny, said, “We are de-

lighted that Virtuocity - one of Lesi-
ure’s entertainment parks-the Region’s 
egaming capital is the venue partner for 
this year’s competition. We’re continu-
ously supporting and encouraging the 
development of students’ technological 
understanding in craft and technology 
education.”

Since its launch in 2016, the Sanea 
Competition has worked to empower 
more than 3000 Qatari youth with the 
tools required to enable a mindset of dis-
covery, research and creative thinking. 
As part of this, Ibtechar trained over 120 
teachers to ensure students benefit from 
technical and mentoring advice needed 
to deliver the projects that include over 
200 submissions to date.

A number of 
teachers will be 
honoured for their 
contributions

The Jurors will watch and critique 12 features 
and 26 shorts, including DFI-supported films

Over 150 students from 42 schools in Qatar to take part in six-month competition


