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PM WITNESSES CONCLUSION OF BARZAN JOINT EXERCISE

PRIME Minister and Minister of Interior HE Sheikh Khalid bin Khalifa 
bin Abdulaziz Al Thani witnessed the conclusion of Barzan Joint 
Exercise (9) organized by the Amiri Guard at Lahsaniya camp on 
Thursday. The presentation included organising a variety of parade 
formations, a series of training for the safety and protection of 
persons, and the role of concerned authorities in carrying out regular 
and additional tasks while hosting sports tournaments to measure 
the speed of emergency response and aspects of dealing with it.

A documentary film regarding the joint exercise between 

the Amiri Guard and concerned state civil and military entities, 
and aspects of coordinating efforts and cooperation to achieve 
the desired security integration during sports tournaments, 
was displayed.

Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of State for Defence Af-
fairs HE Dr Khalid bin Mohammed Al Attiyah, Amiri Guard Com-
mander HE Lieutenant-General Hazza bin Khalil Al Shahwani, and a 
number of senior officials of the participating entities and security 
leaders, attended the conclusion of the exercise. (QNA) PAGE 13

Pre-arrival COVID 
test mandatory 
for international 
World Cup fans

QNA
DOHA

THE Supreme Committee for 
Delivery and Legacy (SC) has 
encouraged fans to familiarize 
themselves with Qatar’s COV-
ID-19 Travel and Return Policy, 
which was updated by the Min-
istry of Public Health 
on August 31, 2022.

In light of the 
new policy provided 
by the Ministry of 
Public Health, hold-
ers of Hayya card re-
gardless of their vac-
cination status are 
required to present 
an official negative 
COVID-19 PCR test 
result taken no more 
than 48 hours before 
departure time or 
an official negative 
Rapid Antigen Test 
(RAT) result no more 
than 24 hours before 
departure time. 

The test result 
will need to be sub-
mitted at the airport 
check-in counter. 
Self-tests are not 
recognized. Children 
under six years old 
are exempted from that re-
quirement.

The Ministry of Public 
Health had removed all quar-
antine requirements for pas-
sengers arriving in Qatar re-
gardless of their departure 
countries. Positive cases will 
undergo quarantine in line with 
the guidelines of the Ministry of 
Public Health (MoPH). 

The new policies also re-
move testing requirements af-
ter arriving in Qatar or before 
departing the country. Passen-
gers are advised,however, to 
review and follow the travel re-

quirements to their destination.
Masks are mandatory in all 

health facilities and in public 
transportation across the coun-
try. All travelers above 18 years 
of age must download and ac-
tivate the Ehteraz App on their 
smart phones. The status in the 
app should be green, confirm-

ing no COVID-19 infection, so 
that visitors can enter public 
places and indoor areas.

Fans can gain access to 
medical care in any hospital, 
health center, clinic, govern-
mental or private pharmacy in 
the country. Access to emer-
gency and urgent medical care 
in public hospitals is free for 
Hayya card holders.

The Ministry of Public 
Health highlighted that visitors 
must have a travel insurance 
that covers medical services 
valid for the duration of their 
visit.

MoT commences developing 
autonomous vehicle strategy

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

THE Ministry of Transport (MoT) has 
commenced the development of an 
overarching strategy and associated 
legislation for governing autonomous 
vehicles in Qatar.

In a statement on Thursday, the 
MoT said this step is reinforcing the 
ministry’s vision in leveraging emerg-
ing technologies in line with best world 

practices and further improving mobil-
ity and transportation services in the 
country with environmentally sustain-
able form of transport.

It said the development of the 
strategy and legislation will take into 
account technical, legal, economic, so-
cial and environment considerations, 
resulting in a governance and regula-
tory framework along with a road map 
for implementation of autonomous ve-
hicles in the country.

SC encourages fans to familiarise themselves 
with COVID-19 travel and return policy

Registration for winter camping 
season to start from Oct 16

THE registration for the annual winter camping 
season for the year 2022-2023 will open on 
October 16 and will continue until October 27 
for all regions, the Ministry of Environment and 
Climate Change (MoECC) has announced.

The registration will be completed in three 
phases. While the registration for the southern 
regions (Sealine and Khor Al Adaid) will be from 
Oct 16 to 19, the registration for the central re-
gions will be from Oct 20 to 23. For the northern 
regions, the registration will be from Oct 24 to 27. 
The ministry said the registration will be through 

the official website of MoECC and the Ministry 
of Municipality or through the “Aoun” application 
for smart phones, provided that the fees are 
paid within three days from the date of approval 
of the application electronically.

The ministry said the camping season will 
start in the northern and central regions on No-
vember 1 and it will continue until April 1, 2023.

The ministry decided to postpone camping 
in the southern regions (Sealine and Khor Al 
Adaid) until December 20. The camping period 
will be extended until May 20, 2023. (TNN)

Need a just energy transition 
that balances economic devpt 
& climate ambition: Al Kaabi

Minister of State for 
Energy Affairs HE Saad 
Sherida Al Kaabi has 
called on the need for a 
fair and effective transi-
tion towards a future 
with a balance between 
economic development 
and climate ambitions.

“Without a realistic 
stable path towards 
the reduction of our 
carbon footprint, we will 
become more vulner-
able to extreme climate 
change events,” Al 
Kaabi, who is also the 

President and CEO of QatarEnergy, said while participating in 
the 11th LNG Producer-Consumer Conference. The conference 
was hosted and held virtually from Japan.

“Today’s geopolitical and economic volatility is another grim 
reminder of the need to decisively act upon our words, and that 
a wait-and-see approach to the crisis can only come with higher 
economic and environmental cost, especially when the next 
crisis comes,” Al Kaabi added. (QNA) PAGE 6

THE Qatar Visa Center in 
Kathmandu, Nepal, has 
started receiving applica-
tions for work visas of 
domestic and other such 
workers, the Ministry of 
Interior has said.

Prior online appoint-
ments have to be booked 
through Metrash 2 app or 
through QVC website. QVCs 
simplify and accelerate work 
visa procedures for those 
coming to Qatar from abroad 
by enabling them to com-
plete fingerprint and biomet-
ric data processing, medical 
checkup, and employment 
contract signing in their 
home countries. (TNN)

QVC in Nepal 
begins processing 
applications for 
domestic workers

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

THE Supreme Committee for Delivery & Legacy 
(SC) has said since winning the right to host the 
FIFA World Cup, it has worked diligently along-
side the Qatari government to ensure that the 
tournament delivers a lasting social legacy.

“Our commitment to this legacy has contrib-
uted to significant reforms to the labour system 
enacting laws protecting the rights of workers and 
ensuring improved living conditions for them,” 
the SC said in a statement.

“Through our collaboration with the UEFA 
Working Group and various other platforms led 
by FIFA and other independent groups, we have 
engaged in robust and transparent dialogue with 
the DBU. This dialogue resulted in a better un-
derstanding of the progress made, the challeng-
es faced, and the legacy we will deliver beyond 
2022.”

For that reason, the SC said, “We dispute 
Hummel’s claim that this tournament has cost 
thousands of people their lives. Furthermore, we 
whole-heartedly reject the trivialising of our gen-
uine commitment to protect the health and safety 
of the 30,000 workers who built FIFA World 
Cup stadiums and other tournament projects. 
That same commitment now extends to 150,000 
workers across various tournament services and 
40,000 workers in the hospitality sector.”

We dispute Hummel’s 
claim on World Cup: SC

Continued on page 2 
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QC honours sponsored 
students at Somalia’s 
Mogadishu University

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

QATAR Charity (QC) organised 
a ceremony to honour the 137 
male and female sponsored stu-
dents who graduated from Mog-
adishu University in Somalia 
during the 2021-2022 academic 
year. 

The ceremony was attended 
by Ambassador of Qatar to So-
malia HE Hassan bin Hamza 
Hashim, Deputy Minister of En-
dowment and Religious Affairs 
of Somalia Salah Sharif Sayid 
Ali and President of Mogadishu 
University Dr Ibrahim Mo-
hamed Mursal, in addition to a 
delegation from Qatar Charity 
headed by Nawaf Abdullah Al 
Hammadi, CEO’s assistant for 
the International Operations 
and Programmes sector at Qatar 
Charity. 

At the beginning of the cer-
emony, the deputy minister of 
Endowment and Religious Af-
fairs of Somalia praised Qatar 
Charity’s efforts in the country’s 
various fields of relief and devel-
opment, as well as in sponsoring 
orphans, needy families, people 
with special needs, students, 
and teachers.  He thanked the 
benefactors of Qatar and Qa-
tar Charity for sponsoring and 
supporting the needy students, 
which enabled them to continue 
their studies and graduate from 
the university with degrees in a 
variety of academic disciplines.  

Ali said he was one of the 
students, who were sponsored 
by Qatar Charity and had previ-
ously benefited from the student 
scholarships.  He added that, 
without the sponsorship, he 
would not have been able to be 
a deputy minister and a mem-
ber of the Somali parliament at 
present. He stated that he spon-
sored 20 male and female stu-
dents to return the favour. 

Congratulating the gradu-
ates, Hammadi said, “You have 
reaped the fruits of your efforts 

by graduating after several-year 
hard-working, and it is time to 
experience working life.” 

He urged them to do their 
best to achieve excellence in ca-
reers to contribute to developing 
their country and community. 

Speaking at the ceremony, 
Prof Ali Sheikh Ahmed Abuba-
kar, vice-chairman of Moga-
dishu University Board of Trus-
tees, touched on the long-lasting 
and strong Somali-Qatari rela-
tions. 

He added that the role of 
Qatar Charity is evidently clear 
through the number of sponsor-
ships, which reached a record 
number 23,000 sponsored per-

sons, including orphans, needy 
families, people with special 
needs, students and teachers. 

At the end of the ceremony, 
a student, Mahdara Omar Oth-
man, thanked the sponsors of 
Qatar for supporting the spon-
sored students over the past four 
years, appreciating the Qatari ef-
forts and Qatar Charity’s role in 
supporting the people of Somalia 
and funding and implementing 
humanitarian and development 
project for the needy and inter-
nally displaced persons (IDPs). 

Qatar Charity has so far 
sponsored 1,936 university stu-
dents majoring in many disci-
plines in Somalia.

Rain emergencies committee holds 
meeting ahead of new rainy season

QNA
DOHA

THE Joint Committee for Rain 
Emergencies had a meeting on 
Thursday under the supervision 
of Minister of Municipality HE 
Abdullah bin Abdulaziz bin Tur-
ki Al Subaie to further review the 
preparations and key equipment 
required to handle the rainy sea-
son over the next period. 

The meeting at the MOECC 
Unified Operations Center re-
viewed the municipalities’ and 
competent authorities’ readi-
ness to handle any potential 
accumulation of rain waters by 
providing a taskforce, essential 
equipment, and machinery to 
quickly drain the waters from 
multiple areas across the coun-
try around the clock.

The meeting addressed the 
mechanism for receiving in-
bound calls and reports at the 
main Operations Center on the 
Hotline number 184, which op-
erates around the clock, and the 
Public Works Authority (Ash-
ghal) hotline number 188, in 
addition to the immediate and 

prompt coordination with rain 
emergency chambers through-
out the municipalities.

During the meeting, Minis-
ter of Municipality emphasised 
the importance of coordination 
and cooperation between the 
committee and the entire com-
petent authorities in the state of 
Qatar to ensure the work pro-
gress. 

His Excellency urged for the 
rapid treatment of rainwater 
accumulation and drainage, as 
well as coordination with the 
Ministry of Interior’s relevant 
authorities to accelerate traffic 
flow.

In addition, there is continu-
ing work to use a field simula-
tion for various scenarios in con-
junction with numerous towns.

Amiri Naval Forces celebrate arrival of new class of Al Abrar ships
The Amiri Naval Forces celebrat-
ed the arrival of a new class of 
Al Abrar ships, manufactured 
by the Turkish Anadolu Ship-
yard Company. The ceremony 
was held under the patronage 
of Deputy Prime Minister and 
Minister of State for Defense 
Affairs HE Dr Khalid bin Mo-
hammed Al Attiyah, and the 
attendance of Chief of Staff of 
Qatar Armed Forces Staff HE 
Lieutenant General (Pilot) Salem 
bin Hamad bin Aqeel Al Nabit. 
During the ceremony, a video 
was displayed which embodies 
the stages of project completion 
and the stages of practical train-
ing. At the end of the ceremony, 
HE Chief of Staff visited Al Abrar 
ships. The ceremony was attend-
ed by a number of senior officers 
in the armed forces, a number 
of representatives of the Turkish 
Anadolu Shipyard Company, and 
representatives of Barzan Hold-
ing Company. (QNA)

MoI organises course on exposing forged documents
QNA
DOHA

THE Ministry of Interior con-
cluded a course on ‘exposing 
counterfeit documents’ on 
Thursday, which was held in 
partnership with the German 
Police for a week. A number of 
personnel of the airport pass-

port department and the crimi-
nal laboratory participated in 
the course. 
THE course aims to enhance 
the participants’ skills in identi-
fying modern forgery methods 
in passports and papers, and to 
enhance their capacities to infer 
and detect acts of forgery and 
take legal action against them.

Brigadier General Moham-
med Rashid al Mazrouei, Di-
rector of the Airport Passports 
Department, emphasised the 
relevance of the course in en-
hancing the participants’ ex-
periences in this field, and 
thanked the lecturers from the 
German police for their efforts 
in providing the course.  

‘Onus always on countries to do more to 
protect rights of people across the world’

THE onus should always be on 
countries to do more to protect 
the rights of peoples all over the 
world, including in Denmark. 

The statement said the SC’s 
work is recognised by numer-
ous entities within the inter-

national human rights com-
munity as a model that has 
accelerated progress and im-
proved lives. Qatar’s reforms 
are acknowledged by the ILO 
and ITUC as a benchmark in 
the region. Like every country, 
progress on these issues is a 
journey without a finish line, 

and Qatar is committed to that 
journey.

“We urge the DBU to ac-
curately convey the outcome 
of their extensive communica-
tion and work with the SC, and 
to ensure that this is accurately 
communicated to their part-
ners at Hummel,” it added.

Continued from page 1 

Minister of Municipality HE Abdullah bin Abdulaziz bin Turki Al Subaie 
with officials at the Ministry of Environment Unified Operations Center 
on Thursday.

Minister of Transport HE Jassim 
Saif Ahmed Al Sulaiti met with 
Salvatore Del Giudice Sciacchitano, 
President of the International Civil 
Aviation Organization (ICAO) Council 
in Montreal, Canada, on Thursday. 
Sciacchitano spoke on the sidelines 
of Qatar’s participation in the 41st 
Assembly of the International Civil 
Aviation Organization (ICAO). The 
meeting, held at ICAO headquarters, 
discussed measures to strengthen 
Qatar-ICAO civil aviation ties. They 
also talked about ways to help with 
research and development to reduce 
carbon emissions. The meeting was 
attended by Qatar’s Ambassador 
to Canada HE Dr. Khalid bin Rashid 
Al-Mansouri, Director of the Depart-
ment of International Organizations, 
MoFA, HE Ambassador Ali bin 
Khalfan Al Mansouri, and Mohamed 
Faleh Alhajri, the in charge of the 
Qatar Civil Aviation Authority (QCAA). 
(QNA)

MINISTER MEETS WITH ICAO COUNCIL PRESIDENT

Qatar Charity sponsored students at a ceremony honouring new gradu-
ates from Mogadishu University in Somalia.



Agencies 

Rockets have landed in 
Baghdad’s Green Zone, home 
to government buildings and 
foreign missions, for the second 
day in a row, breaking weeks of 
calm.

No one has claimed respon-
sibility for the four missiles fired 
from the east of the capital on 
thursday morning, and there 
were no reported casualties, lo-
cal police officers said.

on Wednesday, supporters 
of Iraq’s influential shia reli-
gious leader Muqtada al-sadr 
attempted to storm the Green 
Zone as the Iraqi parliament 
held a session on the resigna-
tion of its speaker. they tried 
to advance past security forces 
guarding the parliament but 
were confronted by riot police.

Iraqi state media also re-
ported on Wednesday after-
noon that three katyusha 
rockets had fallen on the Green 
Zone.

Rocket attacks on the Green 
Zone have been common over 
the past few years, although 
there has been a reduction in 
the number of such attacks in 
recent months. Missiles are 
normally directed at Western 
targets by Iran-backed militia 
groups.

Iraq’s current political crisis 
stems from a dispute between 
al-sadr, who commands the 
support of millions of Iraqis, 
and whose bloc came out on 
top in october’s parliamentary 
elections, and his rivals, the co-
ordination Framework.

While al-sadr and the co-
ordination Framework are 
shia, the latter is backed by 

Iran, whereas al-sadr presents 
himself as an ‘Iraqi nationalist’ 
seeking to end Iran’s influence 
in the country, despite his own 
previous ties with tehran.

Fighting broke out in August 
between militias supporting the 
two sides, killing more than 30 
people in the worst violence 
Baghdad has seen for years.

the political crisis has left 
Iraq without a government, and 
al-sadr has pulled his bloc out 
of parliament after failing to 
form one that excludes the co-
ordination Framework.

Now the Iran-backed bloc 

is attempting to take advantage 
of the absence of al-sadr’s sup-
porters from parliament to fi-
nally form a government, one of 
the main reasons for Wednes-
day’s confrontations.

Reporting from the area 
during the violence, Al Ja-
zeera’s Ali Hashem said that 
protesters had thrown stones at 
security forces.

“the speaker of the parlia-
ment is leaving the alliance with 
Muqtada al-sadr and joining 
the rival alliance. People here 
are trying to prevent the parlia-
ment session from convening,” 

Hashem said.
“supporters of Muqtada al-

sadr feel betrayed right now be-
cause the rivals … are trying to 
form a new coalition,” he add-
ed. “A new prime minister will 
[eventually] be named and this 
is what they do not want.” the 
coordination Framework tried 
to have parliament approve a 
new prime minister in July, 
but was prevented from doing 
so after al-sadr’s supporters 
stormed parliament.

Al-sadr is now calling for 
the dissolution of parliament 
and early elections.

Rockets hit Baghdad for 2nd 
day as Iraq unrest escalates

Supporters of Shiite Muslim cleric Moqtada Sadr clash with Iraqi security forces in Tahrir Square in the centre 
of Iraq’s capital Baghdad on Wednesday. (AFP)

dpA 
Seoul

NoRtH korea carried out 
another missile test on 
thursday hours after a visit 
by Us Vice President kamala 
Harris to south korea.

Pyongyang’s rocket was 
the third within the space of 
a week. It came shortly after 
Harris and President Yoon 
suk Yeol condemned an ear-
lier launch by the North.

Pyongyang’s latest mis-
sile was fired towards the 
sea of Japan - known in ko-
rean as the east sea - Yonhap 
news agency reported, as 
were the earlier rockets. UN 
resolutions prohibit North 
korea from testing any kind 
of ballistic missile.

Harris had slammed a 
rocket launch by Pyong-
yang a day before she vis-
ited seoul, amid heightened 
tensions in the region as the 
North has carried out a series 
of nuclear-capable missile 
tests this year.

the Us and south ko-
rea have long feared North 
korea could conduct a new 
nuclear test at any time. the 
isolated nation is subject to 
tough international sanc-
tions because of its nuclear 
weapons programme.

Negotiations between the 
Us and North korea have 
not progressed since a failed 
summit meeting between the 
two countries in Vietnam in 
February 2019.

Yoon and Harris also 
discussed china and taiwan 
and “the effort to preserve 

peace and stability across the 
taiwan strait,” according to 
a White House statement.

taiwan has had an inde-
pendent government since 
1949, but china considers 
the democratic island part 
of its territory and opposes 
any form of official contacts 
between taiwan and other 
countries.

Beijing has responded 
angrily to visits by officials 
from the Us, France and 
Germany in recent weeks, 
including starting large-scale 
military manoeuvres around 
taiwan.

After thursday’s talks in 
seoul that lasted nearly one-
and-a-half-hours, Harris 
visited the heavily fortified 
border between south and 
North korea, where she met 
several Us soldiers and their 
family members.

she had previously been 
in Japan to attend ceremo-
nies for the assassinated for-
mer prime minister, shinzo 
Abe on tuesday. 

North Korea fires 
further missile  
as US VP departs

All women have right to safe, 
legal abortion: India’s top court

Kuwait heads to polls in second 
legislative election in two years

Israel extends detention of Palestinian prisoner Khalil Awawdeh

Agencies 

INdIA’s supreme court has 
ruled that a woman’s lack of 
marital status cannot deny her 
the choice to abort a pregnancy 
at any time up to 24 weeks, a de-
cision hailed by women’s rights 
activists.

the right to abortion has 
proved contentious globally af-
ter the United states supreme 
court overturned in June its 
landmark decision in Roe v 
Wade that had legalised the 
procedure in the Us.

“even an unmarried wom-
an can undergo abortion up to 
24 weeks on par with married 
women,” Justice d Y chandra-
chud of India’s supreme court 
said on thursday, holding that 
a lack of marital status could not 
deprive a woman of the right.

A law dating from 1971, the 
Medical termination of Preg-
nancy (MtP) Act, had lim-
ited the procedure to married 
women, divorcees, widows, mi-
nors, “disabled and mentally ill 
women” and survivors of sexual 
assault or rape.

the top court added that 
sexual assault by husbands can 
be classified as “marital rape” 
under the MtP law. Indian law 
does not consider marital rape 
an offence, though efforts are 
being made to change this.

the court said forceful preg-
nancy of a married woman can 
be treated as marital rape for 
the purposes of abortion.

“Married women may also 
form part of the class of rape 
survivors. Rape means sexual 
intercourse without consent, 
and intimate partner violence is 
a reality. In this case also, wom-
an may get forcefully pregnant,” 
it said.

thursday’s decision came 
in response to a petition by a 
25-year-old woman who said 
her pregnancy resulted from 
a consensual relationship but 
she had sought abortion when 
it failed.

the ruling is a milestone 
for the rights of Indian women, 
activists said. “A huge step for-
ward,” parliamentarian Mahua 
Moitra posted on twitter.

supreme court lawyer 

karuna Nundy, who specialises 
in gender law, called it a land-
mark judgment.

“I think in a world where the 
Us is moving backwards and 
failing to recognise women’s 
right to their own bodies, this 
judgment is based on the pri-
vacy of the body and non-dis-
crimination between married, 
and unmarried, separated or 
divorced women. It recognises 
all these rights in constitutional 
and affirmative terms,” Nundy 
told Al Jazeera.

“In an era that includes 
dobbs vs Jackson, and makes 
distinctions between the mari-
tal status of women who are 
raped – this excellent judgment 
on abortion under the MtP Act 
hits it out of the park,” Nundy 
tweeted, referring to the case 
that led to the Us judgment.

Aparna chandra, an aca-
demic at the National Law 
school in Bengaluru with in-
terest in reproductive justice, 
said the judgment will have a 
far-reaching impact on how we 
think about women’s rights un-
der the Indian constitution.

Agencies 

kUWAItIs are voting in what 
observers are describing as the 
country’s most inclusive elec-
tions in 10 years, with some 
opposition groups ending a 
boycott after the Gulf country’s 
royal rulers pledged not to in-
terfere with parliament.

thursday’s polls are the 
sixth in 10 years, reflecting the 
repeated political crises that 
have gripped kuwait.

kuwait’s National Assem-
bly is the freest in the Arab 
Gulf and consists of 50 elected 
members, as well as a cabinet 
appointed by the country’s 
leader.

the elections come after 
crown Prince sheikh Meshal 
Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-sabah 
announced the dissolution of 
parliament in June, following 
disputes between legislators 
and the government, the fourth 
to be named in two years.

kuwait, which borders Iraq, 
saudi Arabia and Iran, and is 
one of the world’s biggest oil 
exporters, has held 18 elections 

since 1962.
But when he dissolved par-

liament, sheikh Meshal prom-
ised there would be no inter-
ference by authorities in the 
election or the new parliament.

“We will not interfere in the 
people’s choices for their repre-
sentatives, nor will we interfere 
with the choices of the next Na-
tional Assembly in choosing its 
speaker or its committees,” the 
crown prince said.

“Parliament will be the 
master of its decisions, and we 
will not be supporting one fac-
tion at the expense of another. 
We will stand at the same dis-
tance from everyone.” 

Political analyst Fahd al-
Habini believes the majority 
of candidates running are de-
pendent on their social stand-
ing and reputation, and not 
their political agendas and pro-
grammes.

Agencies 

AN Israeli court has extended 
the detention of Palestinian 
prisoner khalil Awawdeh, who 
ended a 172-day hunger strike 
in August, days before his ex-
pected release.

Awawdeh, 40, was due to be 
released on october 2, but Isra-
el’s magistrate court in Rishon 
LeZion, near tel Aviv, ruled on 
Wednesday that he would be 
held until at least october 9, his 
wife told Al Jazeera.

According to prisoners’ 
rights groups and his family, 
Awawdeh’s imprisonment was 
extended under the claim that 
he attempted to take the mobile 
phone he had at Assaf Harofeh 
hospital with him to the Ram-
la prison clinic where he was 
transferred.

“We don’t know what will 
happen with this new case, 
whether it would be closed on 
bail, or whether he will be re-
leased, or put on trial for this 
new case,” dalal, Awawdeh’s 

wife, said.
“We feel frustration and 

pain. this is an occupation and 
it’s not new to us that they are 
trying to ruin the joy and khal-
il’s triumph, in that he seized 
his freedom from them,” she 
continued.

the father of four was ar-
rested by Israeli forces from 

his home in the village of Ithna, 
south of the city of Hebron in 
the occupied West Bank, in de-
cember 2021.

He was placed in so-called 
“administrative detention” – an 
Israeli policy that allows the in-
definite imprisonment of Pales-
tinians without trial or charge, 
based on “secret information” 

that is not accessible to the de-
tainee nor his lawyer.

While Israel has claimed the 
procedure allows authorities to 
hold “suspects” while continu-
ing to gather evidence, critics 
and rights groups have said the 
system is widely abused and de-
nies the “suspects” due process.

dalal said she has yet to 

hear from her husband and is 
praying that he is released soon.

“We hope that it ends on 
bail, that he doesn’t get a new 
case against him, and that he 
is really released after this long 
battle.” Awawdeh ended a 172-
day hunger strike on August 24 
after prison authorities agreed 
not to renew his detention or-
der, which was due to end on 
october 2.

After his arrest in decem-
ber, Awawdeh went on a hun-
ger strike for 111 days. He then 
broke his fast based on prom-
ises by Israeli prison authori-
ties to end his administrative 
detention. He resumed his 
hunger strike a week later when 
authorities reneged on their 
promise to release him.

By August, his health had 
seriously deteriorated, amid 
serious fears that he would die.

the Palestinian Islamic 
Jihad (PIJ) armed resistance 
group had demanded that 
Awawdeh be released as part 
of the conditions of an August 7 

ceasefire agreement that ended 
Israel’s three-day bombard-
ment of Gaza, in which 51 Pal-
estinians were killed, including 
17 children.

Israel initially arrested 
Awawdeh on suspicion of being 
a PIJ “operative”, an allegation 
his lawyer has denied.

Awawdeh has spent a total 
of 12 years in Israeli prisons 
since the early 2000s, including 
five years in administrative de-
tention, split into two periods.

He is the latest of a number 
of Palestinian prisoners in ad-
ministrative detention to have 
embarked on individual hunger 
strikes to secure their freedom 
since late last year.

Hunger strikes have been 
used by prisoners around the 
world as a method of non-vio-
lent resistance. 

For Palestinian prisoners, 
it can draw international at-
tention to their plight, which 
they hope will put pressure on 
their jailers and spur a policy 
change.
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Kuwaiti men cast their votes during parliamentary elections in Kuwait 
City on Thursday. (AFP)
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T
HE Permanent Mission of the 
State of Qatar to the United 
Nations, in partnership with 
the missions of Gabon and 
Monaco, the United Nations 

Office on Drugs and Crime (UN-
ODC) and Mission 89, hosted an 
event on the sidelines of the 77th 
session of the United Nations Gen-
eral Assembly, on combating child 
trafficking in sports, at the United 
Nations Headquarters in New 
York. The events was held under 
the title “Time to Stand Against 
Child Trafficking in Sport, Role of 
Technology and Support to Tackle 
Exploitation and Human Traffick-
ing in Sport”.

Permanent Representative of 
the State of Qatar to the United 
Nations HE Sheikha Alya Ahmed 
bin Saif Al Thani affirmed in a 
speech before the event that hu-
man trafficking is a source of great 
concern to Qatar, noting that traf-
ficking in migrant athletes, usually 
teenagers, is an alarming develop-
ment.

She said that one of the impor-
tant tools to combat this terrible 
global development is the United 
Nations Global Plan of Action to 
Combat Trafficking in Persons, ex-
plaining that this support is based 
on the Qatar National Vision 2030 
and Qatar’s National Development 
Strategy, as well as its commitment 
to the promotion and protection of 
human rights and the protection of 
children and youth from violence, 
exploitation and abuse.

She noted that Qatar is one 
of the largest contributors to the 
United Nations Voluntary Trust 
Fund for Victims of Trafficking in 
Persons, with a special focus on 
women and children.

He stressed the need for the 
effective strategy to combat traf-
ficking to be based on prevention, 
prosecution and partnerships 
within a victim-centred and hu-
man rights-based framework, call-
ing for the prosecution and pun-
ishment of recruiters and agents 
who exploit the aspirations of 
young people.

She referred to the National 
Committee for Combating Hu-
man Trafficking (NCCHT) that 
was established by Qatar in 2017, 
saying that it is a major step in the 
fight against trafficking, which is 
based on the idea that prevention, 
prosecution, protection and reha-
bilitation all go hand in hand with 
national plans to stop human traf-
ficking.

In this context, she emphasized 
the importance of education and 
capacity development as essen-
tial components of the strategy to 
combat human trafficking, point-
ing out that the National Com-
mittee is primarily responsible for 
coordination between the various 
authorities.

She praised the efforts of the 
National Committee, which in-
clude providing shelters for hu-
man trafficking victims, identify-
ing victims and referring them to 
protection services, with special 
and close attention to the issue of 
trafficking of young athletes.

She underlined the primary 
responsibility of governments to 
combat human trafficking, stress-
ing at the same time the impor-
tance of partnerships and coop-

erative efforts as the only way to 
eliminate human trafficking.

She noted the vital roles that 
civil society organizations, sports 
organisations, institutions and 
communities play in combating all 
forms of human trafficking.

Sheikha Alya added that hu-
man trafficking is an international 
crime that requires international 
response and cooperation, refer-
ring to the guide issued by the of-
fice of the International Labour 
Organization (ILO) in the State of 
Qatar and the NCCHT titled “To-
gether to Combat Forced Labour 
and Human Trafficking”.

She praised the good relation-
ship between Qatar and the Doha 
offices of the United Nations Office 
on Drugs and Crime and the Inter-
national Organization for Migra-
tion (IOM), which resulted in the 
launch of important programs and 
initiatives, including the UNODC 
project to protect sport from crimi-
nal activity through activities such 
as awareness-raising, capacity-
building and technical assistance 
to sports organizations and repre-
sentatives of national criminal jus-
tice institutions.

She stated that partnerships 

are necessary to combat the tech-
nological progress of human traf-
fickers, and to promote high-tech 
to protect young athletes from 
abuse and exploitation and to pre-
vent trafficking, calling for coop-
eration with the private sector, and 
for assisting countries that lack 
access to advanced and developed 
technology.

She indicated that one of the 
priorities of Qatar is to ensure that 
the FIFA World Cup, which will be 
held in Qatar from Nov 20 to Dec 
18, 2022, will leave a positive and 
lasting legacy in Qatar and around 
the world.

She said that the tournament 
harnesses the power of football for 
the benefit of all, pointing to the 
programmes that include youth 
protection and empowerment, 
labour law reform, and the pro-
tection from all forms of crimes 
against sports, athletes and sports 
facilities.

She expressed Qatar’s aspira-
tion to continue working closely 
with the international community 
to rescue individuals from human 
traffickers, including young ath-
letes, and to protect societies from 
this crime.

THE VIEWS EXPRESSED ON THE OPINION AND ANALYSIS PAGES ARE THE AUTHORS’ OWN. QATAR TRIBUNE BEARS NO RESPONSIBILITY.

Education, Capacity Development Key 
Components of Strategy to Combat 
Human Trafficking: Sheikha Alya

Qatar is one of the largest contributors to the United Nations Voluntary Trust Fund for 
Victims of Trafficking in Persons, with a special focus on women and children

FAYE FLAM

T
HE new US COVID 
booster campaign needs 
a dose of clarity about 
its goals and limitations. 
The latest “bivalent” vac-

cine — retooled to protect 
against the currently circulat-
ing BA.5 variant — will benefit 
some more than others. The 
oldest and most vulnerable 
citizens are likely to benefit 
most. Public health officials 
should aim to protect them 
through a targeted messaging 
campaign convincing them to 
get the shot. Younger people 
should only be encouraged to 
get it if they’re more than six 
months out from their last 
shot.

Right now, however, the 
Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention has a broad-
er focus — recommending 
that everyone over 12 get the 
booster if they’re more than 
two months out from their 
last shot or three months out 
from an infection. That diffuse 
message is less likely to reach 
those who need it most.

The situation was simpler 
during the initial vaccine roll-
out in 2021. The clinical trial 
data suggested that vaccina-
tions would go a long way to-
ward preventing infection in 

the first place, and so getting 
vaccinated was considered not 
just a personal health choice 
but a civic duty for everyone. 
There was broad scientific 
consensus that widespread 
vaccination would minimize 
cases and maybe even end the 
pandemic.

That hope was crushed by 
the discovery of immunity-
evading new variants. But 
there was still a pretty wide 
consensus that people should 
get a first booster, thanks to 
growing evidence that an ex-
tra shot, given months later, 
would help reduce cases and 
prevent severe illness.

But expert opinion had 
splintered by the spring of 
2022. Some wanted to keep 
boosting everyone every six 
months or so, either with the 
original vaccines or with up-
dated boosters. The problem 
was a lack of evidence that re-
peated boosting would make 
a substantial dent in cases. 
The new bivalent BA.5 boost-
ers could plausibly reduce the 
odds of infection, but we don’t 
know by how much.

“At the end of the day, 
probably what counts most 
is the time from the last im-
munization or infection,” says 
Alessandro Sette, a professor 
at the La Jolla Institute of Im-

munology. He says right now 
there’s too much emphasis on 
the number of boosters people 
are getting, rather than their 
timing. For four or six months 
after infection or a previous 
booster, your immune system 
probably isn’t very boost-able.

Sette reiterated what Har-
vard University immunologist 
Duane Wesemann told me for 
a previous column: Over the 
months following an infection 
or vaccine dose, your immune 
system is slowly improving 
the quality of your antibody-
making B-cells and generating 
slight diversity that increas-
es the odds of effectiveness 
against a new variant. The 
number of antibodies circulat-

ing in your bloodstream can 
decline, but these B-cells con-
tinue to retain the ability to 
make new ones pretty quickly 
for about six months.

That’s why University of 
California, San Francisco in-
fectious disease doctor Moni-
ca Gandhi told me she’s been 
arguing that the recommend-
ed interval be six months for 
healthy people — not the two 
currently recommended (and 
in some places, mandated).

In principle, pushing for-
ward a massive fall booster 
campaign could blunt a win-
ter wave, but COVID waves 
can’t yet be predictably tied 
to seasonal changes, and no-
body knows whether BA.5 

or something else will be be-
hind the next surge. It’s also 
unknown whether boosting 
someone earlier than about 
four months does anything to 
reduce the odds of infection 
and transmission.

The other essential ques-
tion is whether the BA.5 biva-
lent booster has a significant 
advantage over the original 
boosters. Sette says the evi-
dence points that way, as least 
as long as BA.5 remains domi-
nant. In fact, Sette told me 
that he was going to go get 
his bivalent booster that same 
day, right after our interview 
was over.

But pediatrics professor 
and Food and Drug Admin-
istration advisory committee 
member Paul Offit is not plan-
ning to get the new booster 
just yet. He called the evi-
dence that the bivalent boost-
er was more protective than 
the original “underwhelming” 
and, in an opinion piece for 
the WSJ, accused the CDC of 
overselling it, when it’s most 
likely to benefit the oldest and 
most vulnerable.

A more targeted CDC mes-
saging campaign would pri-
oritize the 35% of people over 
65 who haven’t been boosted 
at all; they’d benefit the most 
from the retooled booster. 

Next on the priority list would 
be the over-65s who haven’t 
been boosted or been infected 
during the last six months. 
Even if they already had one 
booster, there’s now evidence 
that getting a second booster 
reduces the risk of death, so a 
second shot is worth it. It’s less 
urgent to reach the two-thirds 
of adults aged 18-64 who’ve 
yet to get a single booster, al-
though they’d also benefit, so 
long as they haven’t been in-
fected in the last 4-6 months.

In a way, it doesn’t have to 
be more complicated than the 
original rollout, which em-
phasized certain people need-
ed to be first in line: health 
care workers, essential work-
ers, then older people, then 
younger people with health 
problems, and then everyone 
else.

This time around, public 
health should also rank people 
by urgency, starting with un-
boosted people over 65. Even 
if the overall uptake numbers 
stay low, the booster cam-
paign can still save lives if it 
reaches the right people.

(Faye Flam is a 
Bloomberg Opinion col-
umnist covering science. 
She is host of the “Follow 
the Science” podcast.)

NASA this week successfully did what it nor-
mally tries to avoid, and destroyed one of its 
own spacecraft — by ramming it into an as-

teroid. It was the first step in an experiment that 
could one day spare humanity from the fate of 
the dinosaurs by knocking a celestial threat off 
course. In an age when science is too often under 
attack from climate change deniers, anti-vaxxers 
and others, it’s a timely reminder that scientists 
are, in fact, on the good side.

The space agency’s Double Asteroid Redirec-
tion Test, aptly given the acronym DART, aimed 
a refrigerator-sized spacecraft at a football-sta-
dium-sized asteroid and, on Monday evening, 
scored a bull’s-eye. The idea is to see whether 
striking the asteroid, called Dimorphos, might 
change its trajectory. Dimorphos circles a larger 
asteroid in a known orbit, so NASA should be 
able to ascertain within a few months whether it 
has successfully altered that orbit — which would 
be a first in human history.

The stakes couldn’t be higher. There are no 
non-avian dinosaurs in today’s zoos because, 66 
million years ago, a six-mile-wide asteroid struck 
Earth in what is now Mexico, raising smoke and 
dust that blotted out the sun worldwide for years 
and starved them into extinction.

There are no known extinction-level aster-
oids on course toward Earth within at least the 
next 50 years, but the law of averages says it will 
happen again someday. If an approaching ob-
ject can be intercepted millions of miles out and 
years in advance, even a small nudge could mean 
the difference between the continuing advance-
ment of civilization or a return to the Stone Age.

The success of the NASA test so far has been 
an astonishing scientific feat with the single-
minded goal of protecting humanity. Back on 
Earth, exactly the same can be said of the light-
ning-fast development of coronavirus vaccines, 
and the continuing efforts by scientists to quan-
tify and address the looming threats posed by 
human-caused climate change. Yet in too many 
corners of American politics, these steady soci-
etal servants of fact-based expertise have been 
trashed as anti-industrial zealots or vaccination 
conspirators.

The right’s bizarre fixation on Dr. Anthony 
Fauci, condemning him as the villain of the pan-
demic rather than its most prominent hero, is 
just one example of this toxic phenomenon. An-
other is the fact that more than 95% of scientists 
agree that human activity has caused the destruc-
tive climate change that is more obvious by the 
year — yet more than 100 members of Congress 
continue to deny it.

Scientists aren’t flawless or all-knowing, but 
they deserve more trust than those who impugn 
their expertise and motives for the sake of dema-
goguery. Whether the threat is from space, or a 
virus, or humanity’s own environmental short-
sightedness, the solution is to trust the science 
— and to reject the know-nothing extremism that 
afflicts too much of a nation’s politics today.

Whether It’s 
Asteroids, Viruses 

Or Climate 
Change, Science Is 
Humanity’s Hope

Here’s Who Really Needs The New COVID Booster
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Moscow

The four Russian-occupied 
regions of Ukraine which held 
referendums derided interna-
tionally as a sham will be an-
nexed by Russia on Friday, the 
Kremlin announced.

Spokesman Dmitry Peskov 
said on Thursday that Presi-
dent Vladimir Putin would sign 
the annexation treaties in a 
ceremony in St George’s hall in 
the Grand Kremlin Palace at 3 
pm (1200 GMT) on Friday.

Putin will also deliver a 
speech at the ceremony, where 
the Moscow-appointed leaders 
of the four regions will also be 
present, Russian state media 
reported.

Russian occupation au-
thorities in the regions of Lu-

hansk, Donetsk, Zaporizhzhya 
and Kherson held referendums 
in the past week which they 
said showed an overwhelming 
majority in favour of leaving 
Ukraine and joining Russia.

Ukraine and Western pow-
ers denounced the five-day vote 
that ended Tuesday, saying the 
results were a foregone conclu-
sion that would never be rec-
ognized internationally. There 
were reports of residents being 
coerced into voting out of fear 
for their safety.

In some regions, the oc-
cupation authorities reported 
over 99% approval.

The areas in the east and 
south of Ukraine have been 
occupied since soon after the 
start of the invasion by Russian 
forces in February.

Incorporating them into 

Russian territory marks a dra-
matic escalation in Putin’s fal-
tering seven-month-old war.

The Russian leader said last 
week that Moscow would see 
Ukrainian attacks on annexed 
regions as attacks on Russia it-
self and would use all means to 
defend it - a thinly veiled refer-
ence to nuclear weapons.

Together with Crimea, 
nearly 20% of Ukraine’s terri-
tory is under Russian control, 
although Kiev has reclaimed 
territory in recent weeks.

Peskov said that Putin will 
also address Federation As-
sembly - the two chambers 
of parliament - in the coming 
days. The chambers are set to 
consider the annexations on 
Monday and Tuesday. A large 
pro-Putin rally in Moscow is 
also planned, the spokesman 

said.
Meanwhile, after a recent 

major prisoner swap, Ukraine 
and Russia have once again 
held an exchange.

Andriy Yermak, head of 
the Office of the President of 
Ukraine, said on Thursday six 
Ukrainian soldiers - two of 
them commanders - were re-
leased from Russian captivity.

The exchange was said 
to have taken place in the 
northern Ukrainian region of 
Chernihiv on the border with 
Belarus. how many prisoners 
the Russian side received was 
not disclosed.

A week ago, the two sides 
had exchanged a total of more 
than 270 prisoners with the 
help of international media-
tion, the largest exchange to 
date since the war began.

Russia to annex four more 
Ukraine regions on Friday

agencies 

PAPUA New Guinea and its 
foreign minister Justin Tkatch-
enko do not immediately jump 
out of foreign policy line-up of 
concerns in New Delhi or in 
Washington. But in course of 
his ten-day visit to the US, In-
dia’s external affairs minister 
S.Jaishankar met Tkatchenko 
in the US capital on Wednes-
day to discuss “our ongoing 
cooperation with the Pacific 
Islands” and “next steps for 
taking it forward in the com-
ing days.” The meeting took 
place on the sidelines of the 
first-ever US-Pacific Island 
Country Summit hosted by the 
Biden administration in what 
is seen as a belated recognition 
that China has stolen a march 
in strengthening ties in the re-
gion. While no US President 
has ever visited a Pacific island 

nation, China’s President Xi 
Jinping visited Fiji in 2014 and 
Papua New Guinea in 2018. 
China’s foreign minister Wang 
Yi has also visited several is-
land nations in a region that 
has become a hotbed of US-
China rivalry.

India, which has long-
standing relations, including 
ethnic ties, with some Pacific 
countries, notably Fiji -- Prime. 

Minister visited Fiji in Novem-
ber 2014 -- is now coordinating 
with US in energising ties with 
a clutch of nations that have 
long been seen as minor play-
ers in foreign relations. “India 
meets with a Pacific Island na-
tion. This is how great powers 
think and act: globally,” noted 
Derek Grossman, a national se-
curity analyst at the Rand Cor-
poration.

US Secretary of State Antony Blinken (right) shakes hands with India’s 
External Affairs Minister Subrahmanyam Jaishankar in Washington on 
Thursday. (AFP)

Moscow Three Russian cosmonauts have safely landed back on 
Earth after spending around 200 days at the International space 
station (Iss).

oleg Artemyev, sergey Korsakov and Denis Matveev travelled 
with the soyuz capsule from the Iss on Thursday and landed a 
few hours later in the steppes of central Kazakhstan, as seen in 
live pictures from Us space agency NAsA.

on wednesday, Artemyev handed over command of the 
Iss to Italian astronaut samantha cristoforetti, the first European 
woman to fill the role. Also aboard the Iss are NAsA astronauts 
Bob Hines, Kjell Lindgren and Jessica watkins. Last week, they 
were joined by cosmonauts sergei Prokopyev and Dmitri Petelin 
as well as NAsA astronaut Frank Rubio.

Next week, the station will become even more crowded.
The ‘crew 5’ made up of NAsA astronauts Nicole Aunapu Mann 

and Josh cassada, Japanese astronaut Koichi wakata and Russian 
cosmonaut Anna Kikina are to launch the crew Dragon rocket to 
the Iss to join the others. The launch has been delayed until Tues-
day the earliest, due to Hurricane Ian battering Florida. (dpa)

IsTANBUL Turkey is planning to supply more weapons to oc-
cupied Northern cyprus in response to the lifting of a Us arms 
embargo on the Republic of cyprus.

Ankara issued strong criticism of the move. Turkish Foreign 
Minister Mevlüt cavusoglu said the aim is to “protect the Turk-
ish cypriots” and supply whatever they needed.

cyprus has been a divided island since the 1970s, following 
a Greek-led coup followed by a Turkish-led military invasion. The 
situation has resulted in a southern part of the island recog-
nized as cyprus that is a member of the European Union, while 
a northern part is only recognized by Turkey. Multiple attempts 
through the years to unify the island have failed.

In recent years, Northern cyprus and Turkey have pushed for 
a two-state solution, whereas UN negotiators have pushed for a 
federal system with two states. 

The Us announced in mid-september that the Republic of 
cyprus would be able to obtain arms from the United states 
without restrictions for the first time since 1987. The Us state 
Department said that conditions had been fulfilled for the em-
bargo to be lifted. (dpa)

coPENHAGEN A fourth leak has been detected in the Nord 
stream 1 and 2 gas pipelines from Russia to Germany, with 
still no firm indications of what or who might have caused the 
damage.

Two of the leaks are located in sweden’s Exclusive Economic 
Zone and two in Denmark’s, the swedish coastguard’s command 
centre told dpa on Thursday.

Powerful blasts were recorded in the Baltic sea on Monday, 
the same day that pressure on both pipelines dropped, prompt-
ing accusations from Europe of sabotage.

Three of the four leaks are located within a few kilometres of 
each other, the swedish coastguard said.

“There are currently two gas leaks in swedish waters, a 
larger leak above North stream 1, and a smaller leak above 
Nord stream 2,” the coastguard statement said. (dpa)

Three Russian cosmonauts return safely 
to Earth from space station

Turkey plans to supply more weapons to 
Northern Cyprus

Fourth leak detected on Nord Stream gas 
pipelines

News 
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MILITARY-RULeD Myanmar 
on Thursday sentenced former 
leader Aung San Suu Kyi and 
her Australian economics advi-
sor Sean Turnell to three years 
in prison each for violating 
the official secrets act, judicial 
sources said.

It is the latest in a string of 
convictions Suu Kyi has faced 
since being ousted in a military 
coup in February 2021.

Before Thursday’s court 
ruling, the 77-year-old Nobel 
Peace Prize winner had already 
been sentenced to a total of 20 
years for corruption, incite-
ment, breaching Covid-19 rules 
and electoral fraud.

She has been in solitary 
confinement in a prison in the 
capital Naypyidaw since June 
after being placed under house 
arrest in the wake of the mili-

tary coup.
Turnell, a professor of eco-

nomics at Macquarie Univer-
sity in Australia, was also ar-
rested a few days after the junta 
took power.

he had served as an eco-
nomic consultant to Suu Kyi’s 
civilian-led government.

The proceedings took place 
behind closed doors and Suu 

Kyi’s lawyers are not allowed 
to speak to the media. Sources 
familiar with the judicial pro-
ceedings spoke to dpa on con-
dition of anonymity.

The cases have been widely 
denounced as military-staged 
show trials intended to dis-
credit previous civilian lead-
ers and bolster the junta’s own 
standing.

Myanmar has been in po-
litical turmoil since the coup on 
February 1, 2021. The military 
has violently cracked down on 
pro-democracy protests and 
civil society groups as it seeks 
to quash armed resistance by 
anti-junta militias across the 
country.

According to the Assistance 
Association for Political Pris-
oners, a rights group which 
documents killings and other 
abuses, at least 2,320 people 
have been killed and more than 
15,600 arrested since the coup.

Russian soldiers stand on Red Square in central Moscow on Thursday. (AFP)

Myanmar court issues new sentences 
for Suu Kyi, Australian economist

Hurricane Ian rapidly weakens to Category 2 after massive flooding
dpa

MIAMI, FLoRIDA

hURRICANe Ian is quickly 
weakening as it treks up toward 
Central Florida, downgrading 
to a Category 2 - marking the 
beginning of the end for the 
historic storm that crashed into 
the US coast with winds of 150 
miles per hour (240 kilometres 
per hour) just hours earlier.

however, southwest Flor-
ida is still being pounded with 
“catastrophic” flooding, winds 
and a dozen feet of storm surge. 
Ian brought record-breaking 
storm surge highs for Key West, 
Fort Myers and Naples several 
feet above previous high water 
marks.

Numerous videos posted 
on the internet show torrents 
of seawater washing away stop 
signs, cars, boats and homes. 

entire city blocks were sub-
merged Wednesday afternoon, 
and forecasters noted the worst 
of the surge was yet to come.

Ian followed an eerily similar 
path to the last storm to menace 
southwest Florida - 2004’s hur-
ricane Charley.

But Ian is a far bigger, wet-
ter and slower storm. Its wind 
field covered most of the state 
on Wednesday, and its projected 
path as a strong but slow-moving 
storm across Central Florida is 
expected to last another full day 

as it drenches the middle of the 
state with near-record rainfall.

Over a million Floridians 
were without power Wednesday 

night - a number that is expected 
to soar as Ian crosses the state. 
Utility leaders cautioned that it 
could take a while for the lights to 

come back because they need to 
rebuild parts of the grid crushed 
by Ian’s Category 4 winds.

hundreds of Floridians who 
didn’t evacuate ahead of Ian 
were calling for rescue, and with 
911 centers down in big, affected 
counties like Lee, officials don’t 
yet know how many might need 
to be saved.

Gov. Ron DeSantis said res-
cue crews will move in by land, 
air and water as soon as it’s safe, 
and noted he’d asked the De-
partment of Defense for extra 
high water vehicles and aerial 
rescue equipment to help the 
response.

“Those people are being 
logged, and there will be a re-
sponse,” DeSantis said. “But it’s 
likely going to take a little time 
for the storm to move forward 
so that it’s safe for the first re-
sponders to be able to do that.” 

While the worst of the winds and 
surge had faded for the Florida 
Keys by Wednesday afternoon, 
it left behind flooded homes 
and impassable streets. South 
Florida saw tornadoes overnight 
that flipped small airplanes, 
cracked apartment buildings 
in half and took down big trees 
as the streets flooded under the 
heavy rains and high king tides 
throughout the day Wednesday.

Ken Graham, director of 
the National Weather Service, 
called hurricane Ian a “historic 
event.” “This is going to be a 
storm we talk about for many 
years to come,” he said.

hurricane Ian’s winds con-
tinued to dramatically weaken 
after it came ashore on Wednes-
day afternoon, with maximum 
sustained winds dropping to 
105 mph by 9 p.m. from a peak 
of 155 mph.

A man takes photos of boats damaged by Hurricane Ian in Fort Myers, 
Florida, on Thursday. (AFP)

File photo of Myanmar’s State 
Counsellor Aung San Suu Kyi. (AFP)

US, India coordinate to retrieve 
lost ground to China in the Pacific

Vladimir Putin would sign the annexation treaties in a ceremony in St George’s Hall

Over a million Floridians 
were without power on 
Wednesday night - a  
number that is expected 
to soar as Ian crosses the 
state
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THE Qatar Stock Exchange 
(QSE) Index increased by 
51.47 points, or 0.4 percent, 
during the week to close at 
12,695.27 points. 

Market capitalisa-
tion increased 0.8 percent 
to QR705.3 billion com-
pared with QR699.8 billion 
at the end of the previous                              
trading week. 

The traded value during 
the week increased 27.1 per-
cent to QR2,882 million from 
QR2,268.1 million in the 
previous trading week. QNB 
Group (QNB) was the top 
value traded stock during the 
week with a total traded value 
of QR410.7 million.

Traded volume rose 46.5 
percent to 916.5 million 
shares against 625.8 million 
shares in the previous trad-
ing week. Qatar Aluminum 
Manufacturing (Qamco) was 
the top volume traded stock 
during the week with a total 
traded volume of 151.9 mil-
lion shares.

The number of transac-
tions also increased 33.7 per-
cent to 90,714 against 67,859 
in the previous week. 

Recovery in the weekly 
market performance was 
mainly led by foreign insti-
tutions that remained bull-
ish, closing the week with net 
buying of QR153.7 million 
against net buying of QR98.7 

million in the previous week.
Foreign retail investors, 

however, closed the week 
with net selling of QR17.1 
million against a net buying 
of QR15.8 million in the pre-
vious week. 

According to an estimate 
by QNB Financial Services 
(QNBFS), foreign institutions 
were net buyers of Qatari 
stocks worth $3.98 billion 
since the start of this finan-
cial year.

Qatari institutions re-
mained bearish with a net 
selling of QR101.8 million 
against net selling of QR12.6 
million in the week before. 
Qatari retail investors also 
remained bearish with net 
selling of QR34.9mn vs. net 
selling of QR101.9mn the 
week before. 

Qatar Gas Transport (Na-
kilat), Qatar Islamic Bank 
(QIB) and QNB Group were 
the primary contributors to 
the weekly index rise. Nak-
ilat and QIB added 72.84 and 
30.35 points to the index, 
respectively. Further, QNB 
added another 21.99 points.

Of the 47 traded com-
panies, 19 stocks closed the 
week higher and 27 closed 
lower. Nakilat was the best-
performing stock for the 
week, climbing 13.5 per-
cent. Meanwhile, Qatar Cin-
ema & Film Distributing 
was the worst performing 
stock for the week, shedding                                 
8.5 percent.

Foreign funds 
help QSE index 
resume weekly 
upward trend 

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

MINISTER of State for Ener-
gy Affairs and President and 
CEO of QatarEnergy HE Saad 
Sherida Al Kaabi participated 
in the 11th LNG Producer-
Consumer Conference, which 
was hosted and held virtually 
from Japan.

In his keynote speech, 
Kaabi emphasised the need 
for a fair and effective tran-
sition towards a future ideal 
in which one can balance the 
needs for economic develop-
ment with climate ambitions.

The minister stated that 
“without a realistic stable 
path towards the reduction 
of our carbon footprint, we 
will become more vulnerable 
to extreme climate change 
events.”

Kaabi called for greater co-
operation between LNG pro-
ducers and consumers, which 
he said: “will not only deepen 
the roots of economic stabil-
ity and growth but also drive 

an environmental benefit to us 
all.”

He said, “Lack of new in-
vestments was putting a heavy 
burden on both producers and 
consumers. Producers must 
find supplies that may not ex-
ist due to lack of investment, 
and consumers helplessly pay 

record prices as a result of a 
complex situation not entirely 
within their control.”

“Today’s geopolitical and 
economic volatility is another 
grim reminder of the need to 
decisively act upon our words, 
and that a wait-and-see ap-
proach to the crisis can only 

come with higher economic 
and environmental costs, es-
pecially when the next crisis 
comes,” the minister said.

Kaabi offered a view of how 
Qatar is delivering on its clean-
er energy and environmental 
commitments highlighting 
projects like the North Field 

Expansion, the recently an-
nounced world-scale blue Am-
monia plant, the QatarEnergy 
LNG shipbuilding programme, 
carbon capture and sequestra-
tion, and renewable solar pro-
duction.

He said, “These investments 
speak to the concrete steps we 
are taking to lower the carbon 
intensity of our energy prod-
ucts and provide the world with 
lower carbon energy products 
that constitute the backbone of 
a responsible and realistic en-
ergy transition.”

The LNG Producer-Con-
sumer Conference is a global 
annual dialogue, launched in 
2012, and organized by Japan’s 
Ministry of Economy, Trade 
and Industry, and the Asia Pa-
cific Energy Research Centre. 
It provides ministers, heads of 
international organisations, 
corporate executives, and other 
stakeholders with a venue to 
share the latest trends in the 
global LNG market and discuss 
opportunities and challenges 
with a view to its development.

‘GCC banks 
to approach 
pre-Covid 
profitability 
levels in 2022’

AGENCIES 
LONDON

OIL prices slumped on Thurs-
day evening after rallying ear-
lier in the day, nearly touching 
$90 a barrel, as investors con-
tinue to weigh the impact of a 
potential recession on global 
demand ahead of the OPEC+ 
meeting next week.

Brent, the benchmark for 
two thirds of the world’s oil, 
was down 0.57 per cent at 
$88.81 a barrel at 10.08pm 
Qatar time. West Texas Inter-
mediate, the gauge that tracks 
US crude, was trading 0.62 per 
cent lower at $81.64 a barrel.

Crude prices have been ex-
tremely volatile in recent days 
and rose mid-week on a tight 
market amid fears of a supply 
constraint fuelled by the ongo-
ing Russia-Ukraine conflict and 
declining stockpiles in the US.

“Oil prices rallied along 
with a broader risk-on move 
with Brent futures settling up 
3.5 per cent to $89.32 per bar-
rel and WTI gaining by 4.65 
per cent to $82.15 per barrel 
[on Wednesday],” said Edward 
Bell, senior director of Market 

Economics at Emirate NBD.
“Apparent sabotage on the 

Nord Stream pipeline has also 
thrust energy markets back 
into the geopolitical focus.”

Meanwhile, commercial 
crude inventories in the US 
fell by 4.8 million barrels last 
week, according to data from 
the US Energy Information 
Administration. Oil production 
also fell by 100,000 barrels per 
day and is “likely to dip again 
over a coming few data prints” 
due to the impact of Hurricane 
Ian, he said.

“Crude prices extended 

gains after the EIA report 
showed crude and gasoline 
stockpiles both declined,” add-
ed Edward Moya, senior mar-
ket analyst at Oanda.

“Crude exports rose for a 
third consecutive week and US 
production dipped as mainte-
nance occurred with some off-
shore pipelines in the Gulf of 
Mexico.” However, global re-
cession fears continue to weigh 
on the market as the world’s 
central banks tighten monetary 
policy to curb soaring inflation.

At least seven of 10 chief 
economists at the World Eco-

nomic Forum consider a global 
recession to be “at least some-
what likely”, the WEF said on 
Wednesday in its latest quarter-
ly Chief Economists Outlook.

They also expect “reduced 
growth, stubbornly high infla-
tion and real wages to continue 
falling for the remainder of 
2022 and 2023”, the forum said.

“Prospects for the global 
economy have deteriorated 
further since the May 2022 edi-
tion of this report, with expec-
tations for growth pared back 
across all regions,” it said.

“The grim outlook for 
growth is being driven in part 
by high inflation, which has 
triggered sharp monetary tight-
ening across many economies. 
With the exception of China 
and the Mena region, most of 
the chief economists surveyed 
expect high inflation to persist 
for the remainder of 2022, with 
expectations somewhat moder-
ating in 2023.”

In July, the International 
Monetary Fund lowered its 
growth forecast for the global 
economy to 3.2 per cent this 
year, from its previous projec-
tion of 3.6 per cent in April.

Oil fluctuates after rally amid recession fears

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA  

THE S&P Global Ratings ex-
pects the GCC’s four biggest 
banking markets in Qatar, the 
UAE, Saudi Arabia and Kuwait 
to “almost reach” pre-pandem-
ic profitability levels by the end 
of 2022 on high oil prices, ris-
ing interest rate rates and new 
public projects.

In the second half of the 
year, higher net interest mar-
gins will likely offset the in-
creased cost of risk. This will 
leave these regional banks with 
stronger full-year profits in 
2022 than in 2021, the rating 
agency said in a report.

“In the second half, we fore-
cast a more visible strengthen-
ing of regional banks’ interest 
margins and a manageable 
pick-up in cost of risk, amid 
lingering effects from the Cov-
id-19 pandemic via loans that 
benefited from support meas-
ures and were then restruc-
tured,” S&P said.

“Combined, these factors 
will be a net positive for banks’ 
earnings.”

Last week, the central banks 
of the Qatar, the UAE, Saudi 
Arabia and Kuwait raised their 
benchmark borrowing rates. 
This came after the US Federal 
Reserve raised its key interest 
rate for the fifth time this year 
to slash surging inflation and 
restore price stability.

The Fed increased the poli-
cy rate by 75 basis points (bps), 
its third consecutive three-
quarters of a percentage point 
increase. GCC banking regula-
tors followed the Fed’s policy 
rate moves because their cur-
rencies are pegged to or aligned 
with the US dollar.

Saudi Arabia’s financial 
performance has “almost” re-
covered to pre-Covid levels on 
stronger economic growth and 
higher interest rates, S&P said. 
Credit growth momentum will 
continue into the second half 
of 2022 due to stronger-than-
expected performance in the 
mortgage portfolio, while cor-
porate lending will start con-
tributing to loan growth.

“The gradual increase in 
interest rates will continue to 
feed Saudi banks’ margins, 
eventually pushing them up by 
year-end,” S&P said.

The International Mon-
etary Fund expects Saudi Ara-
bia’s economy to grow at the 
quickest pace in a decade.

Fair, effective transition plans needed 
to balance economic development 
with climate ambitions, says Kaabi

China’s central bank pumps 
$25.6 billion into market

AGENCIES 
BEIJING

CHINA’S central bank on 
Thursday conducted a total of 
182 billion yuan (about $25.6 
billion) of reverse repos to 
maintain liquidity in the bank-
ing system.

The amount included 105 
billion yuan of seven-day re-
verse repos at an interest rate 
of 2 percent, and 77 billion 
yuan of 14-day reverse repos at 
an interest rate of 2.15 percent, 
according to the People’s Bank 
of China.

The move aims to keep sta-
ble liquidity in the banking sys-
tem at the end of the quarter, 
the central bank said.

The CBS, valued at 5 bil-
lion yuan (about $703.2 mil-
lion), is open to primary deal-
ers for bidding at a fixed rate 
of 0.1 percent, the People’s 
Bank of China (PBOC) said in                                                  
a statement.

Earlier, China’s central 

bank partially rolled over ma-
turing medium-term policy 
loans while maintaining the 
interest rate as expected on 
Thursday, as hawkish US Fed-
eral Reserve tightening limited 
room to manoeuvre monetary 
policy to support the economy.

The pause in monetary eas-
ing came as the yuan bears in-
creasing downside pressure af-
ter the People’s Bank of China 
(PBOC) surprised markets in 

August by lowering key rates, 
a move that further widened 
policy divergence with other 
major economies that are rais-
ing rates aggressively.

The PBOC said it was keep-
ing the rate on 400 billion yuan 
($57.46 billion) worth of one-
year medium-term lending 
facility (MLF) loans to some fi-
nancial institutions unchanged 
at 2.75 percent from the                                                                 
previous operation.

People’s Bank of China aims to keep stable liquidity in the banking 
system at the end of the quarter.

The QSE headquarters in Doha. 

Crude prices have been extremely volatile in recent days and rose mid-
week on a tight market amid fears of a supply constraint. 
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Explainer: How do we know when a recession has begun?
AGENCIES

THE economy shrank in the 
first half of this year, the gov-
ernment confirmed in a report 
Thursday, underscoring fears 
of a broad-based slowdown 
that could lead to a recession.

At the same time, the num-
ber of people seeking unem-
ployment benefits — a figure 
that often reflects the pace of 
layoffs — fell to a five-month 
low. The drop suggests that 
companies are holding onto 
their staffs, despite the slow-
down in growth, and that those 
who do get laid off are quickly 
finding new jobs.

Hiring remains strong 
and the unemployment rate is 
near a 50-year low. Given the 
strength of the job market, few 
economists think we are in a 
recession now. With consum-
ers managing to keep spend-
ing and the trade deficit nar-
rowing, economists expect the 
economy grew — albeit slowly 
— in the July-September quar-
ter.

Six months of contraction 
is a long-held informal defini-
tion of a recession. Yet nothing 
is simple in a post-pandemic 
economy in which growth is 
negative but the job market 
strong. The economy’s direc-
tion has confounded the Feder-
al Reserve’s policymakers and 
many private economists since 

growth screeched to a halt 
in March 2020 as COVID-19 
struck and 22 million Ameri-
cans were suddenly thrown out 
of work.

Inflation, meantime, re-
mains near its highest level in 
four decades, though gas costs 
and other prices have eased in 
recent weeks. Inflation is still 
so high that despite pay raises 
many workers have received, 
Americans’ purchasing power 
is eroding. The pain is be-
ing felt disproportionately by 
lower-income and Black and 
Hispanic households, many 
of whom are struggling to pay 
for essentials like food, clothes, 
and rent.

Federal Reserve Chair Je-
rome Powell has underscored 
that the central bank will raise 
its key interest rate as high as 
needed to wrestle inflation 
back down to its 2% target. 
Powell and other officials have 
signaled they will do so even if 
a recession results.

So how, exactly, do we 
know when an economy is in 
recession? Here are some an-
swers to such questions:

Who decides when a re-
cession has started? 

Recessions are officially de-
clared by the obscure-sounding 
National Bureau of Economic 
Research, a group of econo-
mists whose Business Cycle 

Dating Committee defines a re-
cession as “a significant decline 
in economic activity that is 
spread across the economy and 
lasts more than a few months.”

The committee considers 
trends in hiring as a key meas-
ure in determining recessions. 
It also assesses many other 
data points, including gauges 
of income, employment, infla-
tion-adjusted spending, retail 
sales and factory output. It 
puts heavy weight on jobs and 
a gauge of inflation-adjusted 
income that excludes govern-
ment support payments like 
Social Security.

Yet the NBER typically 
doesn’t declare a recession 
until well after one has begun, 
sometimes for up to a year.

Do two straight quarters 
of economic contraction 

equal a recession? 
That’s a common rule of 

thumb, but it isn’t an official 
definition.

Still, in the past, it has been 
a useful measure. Michael 
Strain, an economist at the 
right-leaning American Enter-
prise Institute, has noted that 
in each of the past 10 times that 
the economy shrank for two 
consecutive quarters, a reces-
sion has resulted.

At the same time, job 
growth remains strong and 
consumers are still opening 
their wallets and spending 
more, trends that rarely occur 
during recessions.

Don’t a lot of people think 
a recession is coming? 

Yes, because many peo-
ple now feel more financially 
burdened. With wage gains 

trailing inflation for most peo-
ple, higher prices have eroded 
Americans’ spending power.

Walmart has reported that 
higher gas and food costs have 
forced its shoppers to reduce 
their purchases of discretion-
ary spending such as new cloth-
ing, a clear sign that consumer 
spending, the leading driver 
of the economy, is weakening. 
The nation’s largest retailer, 
Walmart has reduced its profit 
outlook and said it would have 
to discount more items like fur-
niture and electronics.

And the Fed’s rate hikes 
have helped send the average 
30-year fixed mortgage rate 
surging above 6%, compared 
with below 3% a year ago, 
thereby making homebuying 
increasingly unaffordable.

Higher rates will likely 
weigh on businesses’ willing-
ness to invest in new build-
ings, machinery and other 
equipment. If companies 
reduce spending and invest-
ment, they’ll also start to slow 
hiring. Rising caution among 
companies about spending 
freely could lead eventually to 
layoffs. If the economy were to 
lose jobs and the public were to 
grow more fearful, consumers 
would further reduce spend-
ing.

What are some signs of an 
impending recession? 

The clearest signal that a 
recession is under way, econo-
mists say, would be a steady 
rise in job losses and a surge in 
unemployment. Claudia Sahm, 
an economist and former Fed 
staff member, has noted that 
since World War II, an increase 
in the unemployment rate of a 
half-percentage point over sev-
eral months has always result-
ed in a recession.

Many economists monitor 
the number of people who seek 
unemployment benefits each 
week, which indicates whether 
layoffs are worsening. Weekly 
applications for jobless aid 
have dropped to a five-month 
low, which means that in the 
midst of a labor shortage, few 
employers are resorting to lay-
offs.

Any other signals to 
watch for? 

Many economists also 
monitor changes in the inter-
est payments, or yields, on 
different bonds for a recession 
signal known as an “inverted 
yield curve.” This occurs when 
the yield on the 10-year Treas-
ury falls below the yield on a 
short-term Treasury, such as 
the 3-month T-bill. That is un-
usual. Normally, longer-term 
bonds pay investors a richer 
yield in exchange for tying up 
their money for a longer pe-
riod.

Weekly property deals 
cross QR250 million

QNA
DOHA

TRANSACTIONS of properties 
worth QR250.404 million were 
recorded in Qatar between Sep-
tember 18 and 22, according to 
the Ministry of Justice’s Real 
Estate Registration Depart-

ment.
The properties sold included 

sale included vacant plots, resi-
dences, multi-use plots and a 
residential complex. Most of the 
trading took place in Doha, Al 
Rayyan, Al Daayen, Al Wakra, 
Al Khor, Al Dakhira, Al Shamal 
and Umm Salal.

US economy drops at 0.6 percent 
annually from April through June

AGENCIES

BATTERED by surging con-
sumer prices and rising inter-
est rates, the U.S. economy 
shrank at a 0.6% annual rate 
from April through June, the 
government announced Thurs-
day, unchanged from its previ-
ous second-quarter estimate.

It marked the second con-
secutive quarter of economic 
contraction, one informal rule 
of thumb for a recession. Most 
economists, citing a strong and 
resilient American job market, 
believe the world’s biggest econ-
omy is not yet in a downturn. 
But they worry that it might 
be headed for one as the Fed-
eral Reserve ratchets up interest 
rates to combat inflation.

Consumer spending grew at 
a 2% annual rate, but that gain 

was offset by a drop in business 
inventories and housing invest-
ment.

The U.S. economy has been 
sending out mixed signals this 
year. Gross domestic product, 
or GDP, went backward in the 
first half of 2022. But the job 
market has stayed strong. Em-
ployers are adding an average 
438,000 jobs a month this year, 
on pace to be the second-best 
year for hiring (behind 2021) 
in government records going 
back to 1940. Unemployment is 
at 3.7%, low by historic stand-
ards. There are currently about 
two jobs for every unemployed 
American.

But the Fed has raised in-
terest rates five times this year 
— most recently Sept. 21 — to 
rein in consumer prices, which 
were up 8.3% in August from 

a year earlier despite plum-
meting gasoline prices. Higher 
borrowing costs raise the risk 
of a recession and higher unem-
ployment. “We have got to get 
inflation behind us,″ Fed Chair 
Jerome Powell said last week. “I 
wish there was a painless way to 
do that. There isn’t.″ The risk of 
recession -- along with persis-
tently and painfully high prices 
-- poses an obstacle to President 
Joe Biden’s Democrats as they 
try to retain control of Congress 
in November’s midterm elec-
tions. However, drops in gaso-
line prices have improved con-
sumers’ spirits in the past two 
months.

Thursday’s report was the 
Commerce Department’s third 
and final take on second-quar-
ter growth. The first look at 
the economy’s July-September 

performance comes out Oct. 27. 
Economists, on average, expect 
that GDP returned to growth in 
the third quarter, expanding at 
a modest 1.5% annual pace, ac-
cording to a survey by the data 
firm FactSet.

Commerce also on Thurs-
day released revised numbers 
for past years’ GDP. The update 
showed that the economy per-
formed slightly better in 2020 
and 2021 than previously re-
ported. GDP rose 5.9% last year, 
up from the previously reported 
5.7%; and, pounded by the cor-
onavirus pandemic, it shrank 
2.8% in 2020, not as bad as the 
3.4% previously on record.

GDP remained unchanged 
for 2018 (2.9%) and 2019 
(2.3%). Growth for 2017 was 
downgraded slightly -- to 2.2% 
from 2.3%.

A consumer uses a Discover card to purchase gasoline at a Sam’s Club in Madison, Miss., Thursday, July 1, 2021. Battered by surging consumer 
prices and rising interest rates, the U.S. economy shrank at a 0.6% annual rate from April through June, the government announced Thursday, 
Sept. 29, unchanged from its previous second-quarter estimate.

Qatar’s producer price index up 3.17% in Aug
TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK

DOHA

PRODUCER-PRICE index 
(PPI) in Qatar increased 3.17 
percent in August from July, 
and rose 54.25 percent from a 
year ago, according to the Plan-
ning and Statistics Authority, 
which estimated the PPI for 
August, 2022, at 167.49 points.

PPI, which measures either 
the average change in the price 
of goods as they leave the place 
of production or as they enter 
the production process, covers 
goods related to a range of prod-
ucts produced domestically.

The PPI for mining, which 
carries a maximum weightage 

of 82.46 percent, saw an in-
crease of 5.12 percent in August 
month-on-month and jump of 
63.86 percent year-on-year. 
The PSA report attributed the 
m-o-m rise to increase in pro-
ducer prices of crude petroleum 
and natural gas by 5.13 percent. 
Other mining and quarrying 
group, however, showed a de-
crease of 1.56 percent.

The manufacturing index, 
which has a weightage of 15.85 
percent in the index, declined 
8.07 percent in August month-
on-month, mostly on the back 
of decline in prices in five 
groups — chemicals and chemi-
cal products by 11.13 percent, 
refined petroleum products by 

6.19%, basic metals by 2.96%, 
printing and reproduction of 
recorded media by 0.16% and 
cement and other non-metallic 
mineral products by 0.07 per-
cent. However, the sector saw 
prices rises in three groups 
—  rubber and plastics prod-
ucts by 5.26 percent, beverages 
by 0.17% and food products by 
0.09%. 

On a year-on-year compari-
son, the manufacturing PPI of 
August surged 12.99 percent. 
The major groups that drove the 
prices up are rubber and plas-
tics products by 42.55%, refined 
petroleum products by 26.85%, 
basic metals by 14.80%, chemi-
cals and chemical products by 

9.58%, cement and other non-
metallic mineral products by 
9.19% and food products by 
2.99%, However the decreasing 
prices are noticed in printing 
and reproduction of recorded 
media by 4.05 percent and bev-
erages by 1.29 percent. 

The PPI for electricity , 
which constitutes 1.15 percent 
of the index, showed a fall 
of 11.22 percent month-on-
month. Year-on-year, the in-
dex declined 1.71 percent. The 
PPI for water, which consti-
tutes 0.52 percent of the index, 
showed an increase of 4.63 per-
cent month-on-month. Year-
on-year, the index declined 1.76 
percent.

Fewer people seek 
US unemployment 
aid amid solid hiring

AGENCIES

THE number of Americans fil-
ing for jobless benefits dropped 
last week, a sign that few com-
panies are cutting jobs despite 
high inflation and a weak econ-
omy.

Applications for unemploy-
ment benefits for the week end-
ing Sept. 24 fell by 16,000 to 
193,000, the Labor Department 
reported Thursday. That is the 
lowest level of unemployment 
claims since April. Last week’s 
number was revised down by 
4,000 to 209,000.

Jobless aid applications 
generally reflect layoffs. The 
current figures are very low his-
torically and suggest Americans 
are benefiting from an unusu-
ally high level of job security. 
A year ago this week, 376,000 
people applied for benefits.

The economy shrank in the 
first half of the year, the govern-
ment said in a separate report 
Thursday on gross domestic 
product, the broadest measure 
of the economy’s output.

Yet employers, who have 
struggled to rehire after laying 
off 22 million workers at the 
height of the pandemic, are still 
looking to fill millions of open 
jobs. There are currently rough-
ly two open positions for every 
unemployed worker, near a re-
cord high.

With companies desper-
ate for workers, they are much 
more likely to hold onto their 

current staff.
Employers are also offer-

ing higher pay and benefits to 
attract and keep employees. 
Those higher salaries are con-
tributing to inflation pressures.

The Federal Reserve is aim-
ing to bring down inflation by 
rapidly raising its key inter-
est rate, which is currently in 
a range of 3% to 3.25%. A little 
more than six months ago, that 
rate was near zero. The sharp 
rate hikes have pushed up mort-
gage rates and other borrowing 
costs. The Fed hopes that higher 
interest rates will slow borrow-
ing and spending and drive 
inflation down towards its 2% 
target.

Fed officials are increas-
ingly warning that the unem-
ployment rate will likely have to 
rise as part of their fight against 
rising prices. If the number of 
unemployment claims drops, as 
it did last week, it suggests the 
Fed may have to raise rates even 
higher than it plans to slow the 
economy.
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British Prime Minister Liz 
truss on thursday defended 
her divisive economic plan and 
shrugged off the turmoil it has 
stirred in financial markets, 
saying she’s willing to make 
“controversial and difficult de-
cisions” to get the U.K. econo-
my growing.

in her first public com-
ments since her Conservative 
government announced bil-
lions in unfunded tax cuts last 
Friday that drove the pound to 
record lows, truss said Britain 
was facing “very, very difficult 
economic times.” But she said 
the problems — namely high 
inflation driven by soaring en-
ergy prices — were global and 
spurred by russia’s invasion of 
Ukraine.

she spoke after the Bank 
of England took emergency 
action Wednesday to stabilize 
U.K. financial markets and 
head off a crisis in the broader 
economy after the government 
spooked investors with sweep-
ing tax cuts that many see as 
benefiting the wealthy, to be 
paid for by a surge of public 
borrowing.

truss told BBC that she had 
to “take urgent action to get 
our economy growing, get Brit-
ain moving and also deal with 
inflation.” “Of course, lots of 
measures we have announced 
won’t happen overnight. We 
won’t see growth come through 
overnight,” she said. “What is 
important is that we are put-
ting this country on a better 
trajectory for the long term.” 
in a series of radio interviews, 
truss said her government’s 
decision to cap energy bills 
for households and businesses 
would help tame inflation and 
help millions of people facing a 
cost-of-living crisis.

But it was not that deci-
sion that alarmed the markets. 
it was the government’s an-
nouncement of an economic 
stimulus program that includ-
ed 45 billion pounds ($48 bil-

lion) of tax cuts and no spend-
ing reductions — without an 
independent economic assess-
ment of the cost and impact.

the Bank of England 
warned that crumbling confi-
dence in the British economy 
posed a “material risk to U.K. 
financial stability” and said 
it would buy up to 65 bil-
lion pounds ($70 billion) in 
long-term government bonds, 
known as gilts, over the next 
two weeks to counter “dysfunc-
tion” in the bond market.

the central bank made 
the emergency move after the 
pound touched a record low 
against the U.s. dollar and 
government borrowing costs 
spiked on concerns the tax cuts 
would fuel inflation and drive 

up interest rates. it stepped in 
amid a run on pension funds, 
which were forced to sell gov-
ernment bonds to head off 
worries over their solvency, 
which threatened severe losses 
to workers’ retirement funds.

the bank’s action helped 
stabilize the British currency 
and the bond markets. the 
pound rose to $1.10 on thurs-
day, above its record low of 
$1.0373 on Monday. it has lost 
2% of its value since Friday and 
almost 20% in the past year.

But many economists say 
the relief will only be short 
term unless the Conservative 
government acts to restore 
confidence in the markets.

Former Bank of England 
chief Mark Carney said the 

government’s pro-growth plan 
was working “at cross purpos-
es” to the central bank, which is 
trying to rein in inflation that’s 
running at 9.9%, near 40-year 
highs. this meant “an under-
cutting of some of the institu-
tions” underpinning economic 
stability, Carney told the BBC.

But he said there was no 
need for the bank to call an 
emergency meeting to raise 
interest rates. the bank, which 
raised its key rate to 2.25% last 
week, isn’t scheduled to meet 
until Nov. 3.

“this is a robust, resilient 
system, it has had a big knock, 
but it will move forward and … 
the Bank of England can take 
its decision in the right time 
frame,” Carney said.

truss was appointed prime 
minister on sept. 6 after win-
ning a Conservative Party lead-
ership vote to replace Boris 
Johnson, who stepped down 
in July after a three-year term 
tarnished by ethics scandals.

A champion of low-tax, 
free-market conservatism who 
cites 1980s political icons Mar-
garet thatcher and ronald 
reagan as inspirations, truss 
argues that slashing taxes will 
energize Britain’s sluggish 
economy and eventually bring 
in more tax revenue.

Yet after less than a month 
in office, she faces a pincer 
of negative reaction. Finan-
cial markets are alarmed at 
the inflationary impact of her 
policies, while polls suggest 

many voters see her tax cuts 
as chiefly benefiting the rich. 
in Friday’s “mini-budget,” the 
government abolished the top 
45% rate of income tax paid by 
the highest earners.

Meanwhile, truss has re-
jected calls to extend a wind-
fall tax on oil and gas company 
profits that have been soaring 
as the war in Ukraine sparked 
an energy crisis.

in her interviews thursday, 
truss was faced with questions 
from listeners struggling to pay 
their bills or forced to sell their 
homes because of the cost-of-
living crisis. she denied a sug-
gestion from a host on BBC 
radio Nottingham that she 
was a “reverse robin hood,” 
taking from the poor to give to 
the rich.

“having lower taxes across 
the board — everything from 
national insurance to corpora-
tion tax to income tax — helps 
everybody because it helps 
grow the economy,” she said.

the government says it will 
set out a more detailed fiscal 
plan on Nov. 23. Many econo-
mists say deep spending cuts 
are inevitable. Even econo-
mists sympathetic to the gov-
ernment’s strategy admit that 
its economic plan has been 
badly received so far.

“My advice would be to 
press ahead with the current 
plan, but to be much, much bet-
ter at communicating it — and 
in particular, being much more 
sensitive to what the markets 
are worried about,” said Julian 
Jessop, who has advised truss 
on economic policy.

he acknowledged that the 
British government “is taking 
a gamble.” “the view seems 
to be that you should take the 
economic policy decisions that 
you think are right in the long-
er-term interest of the U.K., 
even if they are unpopular.... 
But there’s clearly a risk that 
that backfires in the polls and 
unsettles people with the feel-
ing that the government hasn’t 
got their back,” he said.

UK’s Truss defends economic 
plan that sent pound tumbling

British Prime Minister Liz Truss on Thursday defended her divisive economic plan and shrugged off the turmoil it has stirred in financial markets, 
saying she’s willing to make “controversial and difficult decisions” to get the U.K. economy growing.

Germany to spend $195 billion 
to tackle surging energy prices

Agencies

GErMANY plans to spend up to 
200 billion euros ($195 billion) 
helping consumers and busi-
nesses as surging energy prices 
due to the war in Ukraine are 
pushing Europe’s largest econo-
my into a looming recession.

Chancellor Olaf scholz said 
thursday that the government 
was reactivating an economic 
stabilizing fund previously used 
during the global financial crisis 
and the coronavirus pandemic.

the fund will be used to limit 
the price customers pay for nat-
ural gas, which is used to heat 
homes, generate electricity and 
power factories. the govern-
ment is dropping a previously 
proposed surcharge on natu-
ral gas that was meant to help 
spread the rising cost of pur-
chasing the fuel on the global 
market.

“One can say this is a double 
whammy,” scholz said, speaking 
at a news conference by video 
link because he is isolating due 
to a COViD-19 infection.

scholz said russia’s decision 
to cut back natural gas to Eu-
rope and the recent leaks on the 
Nord stream 1 and 2 pipelines 
running from russia to Ger-
many showed that further rus-
sian energy supplies couldn’t be 
expected in the near future. Eu-
ropean officials say gas reduc-
tions by state-owned exporter 
Gazprom are energy blackmail 
aimed at pressuring European 
governments over their support 
for Ukraine and for sanctions 
against Moscow.

“We’re well prepared for 
this situation though,” scholz 
said. “We have taken decisions 
that allow us to deal with this 
changed situation.”

the fund, part of wide efforts 
across Europe to provide relief 
on energy bills to households 
and businesses, was announced 
as German inflation hit double 

digits for the first time in dec-
ades, reaching 10.9% in septem-
ber under the EU’s harmonized 
standard. Leading economists 
warn Germany faces a recession 
because high prices for food, 
fuel, electricity and heating are 
leaving people with less money 
to spend on other things.

“We are sliding into a re-
cession and will only come out 
of recession next spring,” said 
economist torsten schmidt 
from the Leibniz institute for 
Economic research. “the main 
burden is currently being felt by 
private households, which are 
suffering a massive loss of pur-
chasing power.”

Germany was heavily de-
pendent for years on cheap gas 
from russia, and businesses 
that use a lot of energy have 
been hard hit after Gazprom’s 
cutbacks sent gas prices through 
the roof. 

the government and utilities 
have turned to more expensive 
liquefied gas that comes by ship 
from suppliers including the 

U.s. and have filled the coun-
try’s underground storage to 
91% ahead of the winter heating 
season. 

A gas shortage should be 
avoided if the winter is average.

still, the government could 
be forced to ration energy to 
businesses if there is an excep-
tionally cold winter, a scenario 
that could cause a further sharp 
drop in the economy. 

Even now, high prices are 
making steel and fertilizer mak-
ers shut down production, say-
ing it’s not profitable due to the 
cost.

Finance Minister Christian 
Lindner insisted that the fund 
would not entail further regular 
borrowing, saying Germany is 
“expressly not following Great 
Britain’s path.”

the U.K. government recent-
ly announced tax cuts funded 
by borrowing despite plans to 
spend billions shielding homes 
and businesses from soaring en-
ergy prices, resulting in a sharp 
fall of the pound this week.

Porsche shares rise in one of 
Europe’s largest market debuts

Agencies

shArEs in luxury carmaker Porsche 
AG rose on their first day of public 
trading after German parent company 
Volkswagen raised 9.4 billion euros 
($9.1 billion) for one of the largest ini-
tial public offerings in European his-
tory.

shares traded at 85.68 euros on the 
Frankfurt stock Exchange on thurs-
day, above the initial offering price of 
82.50 euros established Wednesday 
after Volkswagen lined up investors to 
buy shares for a minority stake in the 
maker of the 911 sports car and Cay-
enne sUV.

Volkswagen plans to use use the 
money to invest in software and elec-
tric vehicles as global auto industry 
shifts its focus to the energy transition.

the iPO was a venture into turbu-
lent markets, as the war in Ukraine, 
inflation, rising interest rates and a 
global energy crunch have raised fears 
of recession in major economies such 
as Europe and the U.s. Europe’s stoxx 
600 index last week fell into bear mar-
ket territory.

still, investors snapped up the 
shares at the top end of the initial of-
fer range, attracted by Porsche’s strong 
profit margins and recession-resistant 
luxury business.

the state investment funds of 
Qatar, Norway and Abu Dhabi took 

stakes, along with money manager t. 
rowe Price.

Wolfsburg-based Volkswagen, 
whose other auto brands include Audi, 
Lamborghini, sEAt and skoda, will 
remain the majority shareholder in 
Porsche and the companies’ industrial 
cooperation will continue. the sale 
is intended, however, to give Porsche 
more autonomy.

Volkswagen CEO Oliver Blume, 
who kept his earlier role as head of 
Porsche, will continue in that dual role.

Under the offering, 12.5% of Por-
sche was sold to investors in the form 
of non-voting shares. As part of the 
transaction, another 12.5% plus one 
share in voting shares was bought at a 
7.5% premium by Porsche Automobil 
holding sE, representing the Porsche 
and Piech families, descendants of au-
tomotive pioneer Ferdinand Porsche. 
their holding is also Volkswagen’s con-
trolling shareholder with 53% of voting 
shares.

Volkswagen took over Porsche in 
2012 after Porsche made a failed bid 
for Volkswagen and wound up laden 
with debt.

total proceeds from the sales of the 
two blocks of shares totaled 19.5 bil-
lion euros. Of that amount, 49% will 
be paid out as a dividend to Volkswa-
gen shareholders. the rest is left for 
VW to fund its investments in future  
technologies.

CEO of Porsche car maker Oliver Blume sits in an old Porsche 356 at the start of  
Porsche’s market listing at the stock market in Frankfurt, Germany on Thursday.

German Chancellor Olaf Scholz, center, Economy and Climate Minister Robert 
Habeck, left, and Finance Minister Christian Lindner, right, brief the media dur-
ing a news conference about the energy supply situation in Germany at the 
chancellery in Berlin, Germany, Thursday, Sept. 29, 2022. Scholz appears via 
videolink as he is in quarantine for coronavirus.



51 Days to go

When you make your final list for 
the World Cup you don’t take the 23 
best players, that is for sure.
  – France coach Didier DeschampsFRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 30, 2022
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DOHA 

SAINT Cloud Racecourse will 
host a race meeting this af-
ternoon. The 10-race card in-
cludes two Group 1 Purebred 
Arabian races sponsored by the 
Qatar Racing and Equestrian 
Club (QREC). 

Qatari-owned runners will 
be vying for these two covet-
ed trophies, which crown the 
champion three-year-old Pure-
bred Arabian filly and colt in 
Europe and declare them the 
best of their generation.

Qatar Arabian Trophy des 
Pouliches 12 fillies will take on 
each other in the Gr1 PA Qatar 
Arabian Trophy for 3YO fillies 
over 2,000m. Qatari-owned 
horses have a bright record in 
this race and five holders of Qa-
tari hopes will seek to maintain 
this excellence in 2022. 

Khalifa bin Sheail Al Ku-

wari’s NO TEAR AL MAURY 
(Jaafer ASF) will be ridden by 
Mickael Barzalona for trainer 
X. Thomas- Demeaulte. 

Al Shaqab Racing will be 
presented by both MEZOWN 
(Al Mamun Monlau) and 
NOUR AL MAURY (Azadi). 
The former is trained by Mrs 
J F Bernard, and will be part-
nered by Loritz Mendizabal, 
while the latter is schooled by 
T. Fourcy and will have Faleh 
Bughenaim in the saddle. 

HH Sheikh Abdullah bin 

Khalifa Al Thani’s AL DOHA 
(Al Mourtajez) will be another 
runner for T. Fourcy under 
Olivier Peslier. Her half-sister 
ALOBAYYAH (Al Mourta-
jez) will carry the colours of 
Mohamed Bin Fahad Al At-
tiyah as another runner for 
X.Thomas - Demeaulte and 
will be guided by Christophe 
Soumillon.

Qatar Arabian Trophy des 
Poulains The other Gr1 PA con-
test will be for the boys with 15 
three-year-old colts contesting 

in the Qatar Arabian Trophy 
for Colts. Six of these will carry 
the colours of Qatari owners in 
the 2,000m race. 

HH Sheikh Abdullah bin 
Khalifa Al Thani’s ANOUAR 
(Al Tair) will be ridden by Ro-
nan Thomas for trainer J de 
Mieulle. 

HH Sheikh Mohammed 
bin Khalifa Al Thani’s ZAMER 
ITY (Nizam) will be one of T 
Fourcy’s trainees in this race 
and will be ridden by Maxime 
Guyon. 

Al Wasmiyah Racing’s (AL 
GHADEER) (Al Mourtajez) will 
be accompanied by Christophe 
Soumillon for trainer F Rohaut. 
Another son of Al Mourtajez 
and trainee of T Fourcy in the 
race will be SKA DE L’AIGLE in 
the silks of Abdullah Bin Fahad 
Al Attiyah and under Jerome 
Cabre. 

Mohammed bin Khalifa 
Al Sowaidi’s RAMROD PY 
(Mu’azzaz), who is trained by P 
Sogorb, will be steered by Faleh 
Al Bughenaim. 

Osama Omar Al Dafea’s 
JENKILLE HIPOLYTE com-

pletes the Qatari challenge. 
The son of Al Mamun Mon-
lau is trained by Ch Gourdain 
and will have Anthony Crastus 
astride.

Qatari presence Following 
today’s races, attention will 
turn to the ParisLongchamp 
Racecourse, where the two 
days of the Qatar Prix de l’Arc 
de Triomphe will be held on 
Saturday and Sunday.

The latter will be the big 
day, hosting the two most im-
portant races in the weekend, 
namely the Gr1 PA Qatar Ara-
bian World Cup and the Gr1 
Qatar Prix de l’Arc de Triom-
phe, which is simply the best 
horse race in the world. Qa-
tari-owned horses will also be 
present in these two top races, 
seeking new victories and glory 
at ParisLongchamp.

Horse Auction 
The Qatar Prix de l’Arc de Tri-
omphe weekend-associated 
events kicked off on Thursday 
with the annual horse auction 
for Purebred Arabians organ-
ised by the Arqana at Saint 

Cloud Racecourse in the pres-
ence of QREC senior manage-
ment and a number of horse 
owners both from Qatar and 
from other countries given the 
high value of the auction and 
the horses displayed there.

Partners’ support This 
2022 renewal of the Qatar Prix 
Arc de Triomphe sees valuable 
support by QREC partners, 
who contribute to the success 
of the event thanks to the long-
standing partnership between 
each of them and QREC. 

Longines is the partner of 
the Gr1 Prix de l Opera Lon-
gines and the Gr1 Prix de 
l’Abbaye de Longchamp Lon-
gines on Sunday. 

Qatar Airways is again the 
official transporter of the event. 
Manateq returns to be associ-
ated with the weekend by spon-
soring the Gr1 Qatar prix Jean 
Luc Lagardere on Sunday as 
well. In addition, Qatar Tour-
ism / Visit Qatar the Education 
Above All (EAA) Foundation 
are associated with this very 
special edition of the Qatar Prix 
de l’Arc de Triomphe.

Qatar Prix de l’Arc de Triomphe Weekend: 
Qatar’s horses to start challenge today

IMAGE DU CROATE, winner of Qatar Arabian Trophy for Fillies 2021.

Two competitive races 
for Arabian colts and 

filles at St. Cloud 

A SHY kid from a whis-
pery village in Wales 
listens to American 
hip-hop music to 

psyche himself up for games. 
Comfortably the most conse-
quential of his life will unfold 
on 21 November. Curiously, 
the rhythmic lyrics of Gunna, 
Lil Baby and Snoop Dogg will 
not be pounding through Neco 
Williams’ headphones.

Americans, for one day at 
least, will be the enemy to this 
21-year-old from Cefn Mawr. 
Wales, indeed, will play their 
first FIFA World Cup match 
in 64 years against USA in Al 
Rayyan.

“It’s going to be a very spe-
cial day for the whole of Wales,” 
he told FIFA+. “It’s something 
that the Welsh fans haven’t 
seen in a very long time, so it’s 
a really proud feeling to be put-
ting a smile on their faces.

“It’s amazing for all our 
families and for us players. Six 
of my family are going out to the 
World Cup, so it makes it even 
more special. Us players are just 
as excited as the fans are. Not 
many people get to say they have 
played in a World Cup.”

Williams be up against his 

former Fulham team-mates Tim 
Ream and Antonee Robinson.

“We played Fulham recently 
and I was having a little bit of 
banter with Tim Ream about it,” 
he said, laughing. 

“I was at Fulham when the 
draw got made. Me, Harry Wil-
son and Antonee Robinson were 
having a bit of banter, but we 
still had to play the play-offs, so 
we were more focussed on that. 
Now we can.

“The USA are a very good 
side. You just need to look at 
their players, the clubs they 
play for, to realise how good 
they are. But we’re just focus-
sing on ourselves. We’ve got 
full confidence in our players. 
It will be such a special day for 
us, for the fans, and we want to 
come away with victory.”

Wales face IR Iran in their 
second outing before a clash 
with overwhelming Group B 
favourites England, where Wil-
liams plays for Nottingham 
Forest.

“England are obviously one 
of the tournament favourites 
and we’re all aware of the qual-
ity of their players,” he said. 
“But we don’t fear England or 
anyone. We’ve got a good set of 
lads. With the group of players 
we’ve got, and this team spir-
it, I think we can get a result 
against everyone in our group. 
We’re very, very confident.”

Williams’ confidence is in-
debted to a Welsh immortal: 
Gareth Bale.

“He’s an unbelievable 
player and he’s just as good 
as a person,” said the former 

Liverpool man. “You’ve seen 
what he’s done over the years. 
He’s world-class, he’s gained 
so much experience from being 
in big tournaments, big games, 
Champions League finals.

“What a player he is! You 
saw it against Austria and 
Ukraine. He still has these mo-
ments where you’re like, ‘Wow’. 
It’s just breathtaking. He can 
bring all that to the World Cup 
with him.”

Bale hit three goals in those 
two games against Austria and 
Ukraine in the European play-
offs for places at Qatar 2022, 
but he wasn’t the only Welsh 
superhero. Wayne Hennessey 
made nine saves against the lat-

ter – several of them spectacu-
lar – to inspire a 1-0 success.

“Phenomenal,” said Wil-
liams of that display. “One of 
the best keeper performances 
I’ve seen in a very, very long 
time.

“He saved us that game. He 
made so many quality saves. 
It’s his quality and experi-
ence coming together in the 
big games. That performance 
was unbelievable. It gives us 
so much confidence going into 
a World Cup with him in goal.”

Williams functions at right-
wingback for Forest and on the 
opposite side for the Dragons, 
for whom he has scored twice 
in 23 caps.

“The fullbacks I’ve always 
loved are the creative ones,” 
he said. “The likes of Marcelo, 
Dani Alves. In today’s game 
the likes of Trent [Alexander-
Arnold], Joao Cancelo. Those 
types of players who are so 
creative, attack-minded and 
even though they’re fullbacks, 
they still get goals and assists. 
I try to learn from them but the 
most important thing is help-
ing my country in whatever 
way I can.

“I don’t care where I play – 
I’m just happy to play. To rep-
resent your country is such an 
honour and to get to do it in a 
World Cup… I can only dream 
about how that feels.”

Wales don’t fear England or anyone: Williams
Having made a 

superb start to his 
Wales career, 

21-year-old Neco 
Williams discusses 

their targets for 
Qatar 2022

Poland’s defender Bartosz Bereszynski (L) vies with Wales’ defender Neco Williams (R) during the UEFA  
Nations League, league A Group 4 match at Cardiff City stadium in Cardiff, south Wales, last Sunday. (AFP)

 I don’t care where I play – I’m just happy to play. To 
represent your country is such an honour and to get to do it 
in a World Cup… I can only dream about how that feels.

Wales’ defender Neco Williams

MOSHRIF, winner of Qatar Arabian Trophy for Colts 2021 in Paris. 

The Qatar Prix de l’Arc de Triomphe weekend-associated events kicked off on Thursday with the annual horse 
auction for Purebred Arabians organised by the Arqana at Saint Cloud Racecourse in the presence of QREC 
senior management and a number of horse owners both from Qatar and from other countries given the high 
value of the auction and the horses on display.
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Bayern’s Nagelsmann never mulled 
quitting, says called friends for tips

DPA
BERLIN 

BAYERN Munich coach Julian 
Nagelsmann has “analysed a 
lot” during the international 
break – including with old 
friends - and says he never once 
considered quitting after a poor 
run of form.

The Bundesliga champions 
have gone four games without 
a win in the league and host fel-
low falterers Bayer Leverkusen 
on Friday.

“I didn’t have any thoughts 
about resigning,” the 35-year-
old, whose side are fifth, told 
Thursday’s news conference.

“We need points, we need 
wins,” Nagelsmann added. “I 
expect us to do that.” 

In recent days he said he 
had “watched all the games 
again, analysed a lot” but there 
were “no extremely new find-
ings.” 

He added: “We don’t have 
to turn everything upside 
down.” 

Bayern have still been mak-

ing chances but squandering 
them, with many fans blaming 
the lack of a born-striker fol-
lowing the exit of Robert Le-
wandowski.   

Nagelsmann said he had 
also contacted “many old 
friends who took a look” during 
the analysis which “opened up 
his horizons.” He refused to say 

who exactly.
But he did acknowledge 

that recent criticism had af-
fected him.

“In general, I take every 
criticism to heart,” he said, “It 
would be a lie to say the last two 
weeks left me totally cold.” 

He said he feels the per-
sonal responsibility, which he 

can deal with, but that “I’m also 
aware that I’m not responsible 
for everything.” 

He knows “that I always 
give the players clear proce-
dures to follow and also deal 
with them properly.” 

“This is also why he has 
been sleeping “identically to 
the weeks before, too.”

FORMER BRAZILIAN FOOTBALL STAR KAKA VISITS SC LEGACY PAVILION 

STATS PERFORM/DPA
PARIS 

KYLIAN Mbappe is a smart 
enough player to create space 
and play with freedom along-
side Lionel Messi and Neymar, 
according to Paris Saint-Ger-
main coach Christophe Galtier.

France international Mbap-
pe appeared to question the 
tactics used at PSG when ad-
mitting last week he has “a lot 
more freedom” when playing 
for his country.

The 23-year-old was speak-
ing on the back a 2-0 win over 
Austria in which he and strike 
partner Olivier Giroud linked 
up throughout, with both play-
ers on the scoresheet.

But while Galtier agrees 
that PSG could do with a Gir-
oud-type player in their squad, 
he does not believe his side 
have a problem getting the 
most out of Mbappe in attack.

“I don’t think he has less 
freedom,” Galtier said ahead 
of Saturday’s Ligue 1 clash with 
his former club Nice. “With 
Giroud, he has someone who 
opens up spaces for him.

“We don’t have that player 
profile but he’s just as smart to 
find other moves with Leo and 
Neymar giving him the ball in 
his preferred space.

“Kylian’s analysis is correct. 
He’s not in the same system for 
his club and national team. 
This is a discussion I’ve had 
with the president and Luis 
Campos about our attack.

“We were all convinced 
we needed a fourth player in 
that position with a different 
profile, but that player did not 
come [in the transfer window]. 
It’s a shame but that’s how it is.

“The technical relationship 
between Neymar, Leo and Ky-

lian is different to what he has 
with the national team.” The 
relationship between PSG’s 
star-studded front three was 
again in the spotlight this week 
when Neymar declined to com-
ment on his relationship with 
Mbappe.

Speaking earlier this 
month, Mbappe admitted he 
has “hotter and colder mo-
ments” with the Brazil interna-
tional, though added they have 
a strong mutual respect.

But when probed on the 
pair’s relationship on Thurs-
day, Galtier insisted he is more 
than happy with the chemistry 
in the dressing room.

“I am surprised I have to 
always repeat the same thing,” 
he said. “Since I arrived here, 
to the current day, all I’ve expe-

rienced is normal things in the 
life of a locker room.

“There is nothing that’s 
surprised me, nothing that has 
challenged me. The players 
here want to win together and 
they are also in competition 
[for a place in the side].

“They are all great champi-
ons with competitiveness, with 
egos. We have a pleasant dress-
ing room. There is a discrepan-
cy between what you hear and 
the reality.” 

The Parisians enter the 
contest with Nice top of Ligue 
1 with seven wins and a draw 
from the opening eight match-
es of their latest title defence.

However, PSG have scored 
only one goal in both of their 
past two league outings - not 
since September 2020 have 

they failed to score more than 
once in three straight games.

Galtier said during the in-
ternational break that his side 
need to show more of a “killer” 
instinct in front of goal, hav-
ing managed 12 shots on target 
across the two matches.

“I want to remind the play-
ers that it would be beneficial 
to us to hurt teams quickly,” 
Galtier added at Thursday’s 
press conference.

“It will help with the man-
agement of the squad and play-
ing time. But it must be said 
that opposing goalkeepers have 
also performed well against 
us.” PSG are unbeaten in their 
past 17 Ligue 1 games ahead 
of their return to action this 
weekend, which is the longest 
current run in the division.

Mbappe can play with freedom 
alongside Messi and Neymar, 

says PSG coach Galtier

France’s forward Kylian Mbappe reacts after the UEFA Nations League match between Denmark and France 
in Copenhagen last Sunday. (AFP)

Unmissable football fixtures 
to watch exclusively on  

beIN SPORTS this October
DOHA 

BEIN SPORTS – the flagship 
sports channel from beIN 
MEDIA GROUP (“beIN”) and 
the official Broadcaster of the 
FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 
across the Middle East and 
North Africa (MENA) region 
– shared line-up of top 13 
football fixtures to enjoy next 
month (October) as the biggest 
contenders in the European 
leagues continue to offer a sea-
son brimming with not-to-be-
missed matches.

October’s football fixtures 
line-up will include dedicated 
studios and commentary in 
three languages - Arabic, Eng-
lish, and French. Well-known 
beIN SPORTS faces including 
Mohammed Saadon Al Ku-
wari, Abdulaziz Al Nasr and 
Tariq Al Hammad will be on-
hand to present from beIN’s 
state-of-the-art studios - with 
special guests featuring for-
mer England National Team 
and Chelsea captain John Ter-
ry; Saudi football legend now 
beIN SPORTS Analyst Yasser 
Al Qahtani; former Dutch foot-
baller and manager, Ruud Gul-
lit; Egyptian superstar Moham-
ed Aboutrika, and many more.

With just over 50 days un-
til the FIFA World Cup Qatar 
2022, sports enthusiasts are 
being treated to a bumper sea-
son of football, as all the leagues 
are working on a tighter sched-
ule to make space for the winter 
tournament. 

Highlights in October will 
see the La Liga season’s first 
“El Clásico” match between 
reigning champions Real Ma-
drid and their rivals Barcelona; 
Ligue 1’s “Le Classique” be-
tween two of France’s biggest 
teams, Paris Saint-Germain 
and Marseille; and Rangers’ 
first UEFA Champions League 

group game in 12 years. 
Best upcoming matches
English Premier League: Availa-
ble across beIN SPORTS PREMI-
UM 1, beIN SPORTS ENGLISH 1, 
and beIN 4K 1. Manchester City 
vs. Manchester United, Sunday 
2 October, from 16:00 MECCA 
2. Arsenal vs. Liverpool, Sunday 
9 October, from 18:30 MECCA 
3. Liverpool vs. Manchester City, 
Sunday 16 October, from 18:30 
MECCA 
UEFA Champions League: Avail-
able across beIN SPORTS PRE-
MIUM 1-3, beIN SPORTS ENG-
LISH 1, beIN SPORTS FRENCH 
1, and beIN 4K 4. Inter vs. 
Barcelona, Tuesday 4 October, 
from 22:00 MECCA 5. Liverpool 
vs. Rangers, Tuesday 4 October, 
from 22:00 MECCA 6. Milan vs. 
Chelsea, Tuesday 11 October, 
from 22:00 MECCA 7. Barcelona 
vs. Inter, Wednesday 12 October, 
from 22:00 MECCA 8. Dortmund 
vs. Manchester City, Tuesday 25 
October, from 22:00 MECCA 9. 
Leipzig vs. Real Madrid, Tuesday 
25 October, from 22:00 MECCA 
10. Barcelona vs. Bayern Mu-
nich, Wednesday 26 October, 
from 22:00 MECCA 
Bundesliga: Available across 
beIN SPORTS PREMIUM 1, 
beIN SPORTS 3, beIN SPORTS 
ENGLISH 2, and beIN SPORTS 
FRENCH 1 11. Dortmund vs. Bay-
ern Munich, Saturday 8 October, 
from 19:30 MECCA 
La Liga: Available across beIN 
SPORTS 1, beIN SPORTS ENG-
LISH 2, beIN SPORTS FRENCH 1, 
and beIN 4K 12. Real Madrid vs. 
Barcelona, Sunday 16 October, 
from 17:30 MECCA The annual 
“El Classico” staple 
Ligue 1: Available across beIN 
SPORTS PREMIUM 1, beIN 
SPORTS 2, beIN SPORTS ENG-
LISH 2, beIN SPORTS FRENCH 
1 13. Paris Saint-Germain vs. 
Marseille, Sunday 16 October, 
from 21:45 MECCA.

The Legacy Pavilion of the Supreme Committee received former Brazilian football star Kaka on Thursday where he learned about the ongoing efforts to put the final touches to the organization of FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022.

Bayern Munich coach Julian Nagelsmann addresses a press conference on Thursday.

BERLIN: Germany can organize friendlies with whichever teams they 
like next year ahead of hosting Euro 2024, UEFA said on Thursday, 
as long as the countries are not in the Nations League finals or in the 
three groups of six in qualifying. Germany qualify automatically and an-
nounced on Wednesday that unlike other recent tournament hosts, they 
had turned down the chance of being an unofficial team in a qualify-
ing group of five where they would play each opponent but not amass 
points. The four participants in the Nations League finals – the Nether-
lands, Croatia, Spain and Italy - do not have spare dates in the 2023 
international match calendar and neither will countries in the six-team 
Euro qualifying groups. These will be drawn on October 9. (DPA)

UEFA give Germany near free rein  
for friendlies before Euro 2024

 Quick read

FORWARD Marco Reus is expected to return to team training at 
Borussia Dortmund as early as next week. “With Marco Reus, it’s not 
as bad as we feared at the beginning. We hope that he will be able to 
rejoin team training next week,” coach Edin Terzic told a news confer-
ence on Thursday, meaning a Champions League appearance next 
Wednesday at Sevilla remains possible.  The 33-year-old is though 
definitely out of Saturday’s Bundesliga trip to Cologne. Germany’s 
Reus injured his foot two weeks ago in the 1-0 derby win over  
Schalke. Initially, a serious injury which threatened his World Cup 
participation from November in Qatar had been feared. (DPA)

Dortmund’s Reus set to return next week



PA MEDIA/DPA
LONDON 

TYSON Fury claimed there are 
no more roadblocks for a pro-
posed world heavyweight title 
showdown against Anthony 
Joshua but insisted his British 
rival had to sign the fight con-
tract on Thursday.

Fury’s initial deadline of 
Monday came and went with-
out a deal being finalized for a 
December 3 bout, despite main 
terms including a 60-40 purse 
split in the WBC champion’s fa-
vour being agreed.

While it was thought the 
hold-up was down to broadcast 
rights, Fury says he was per-
suaded to carry on negotiations 
by promoter Frank Warren and 
asserted BT Sport, DAZN and 
ESPN have come to a resolution.

But Fury has issued another 
ultimatum, having first issued 
the challenge earlier this month 
despite Joshua losing three of 
his last five fights, including 
back-to-back defeats against 

Oleksandr Usyk.
“Joshua, the ball is really in 

your court,” Fury said in a video 
on his social channels. “If you’re 
a man and you’ve got any sort 
of dignity and pride about you, 
you’ll get this contract signed 
today.

“This is it, there is no more 
days, weeks, months. You’ve 
had the contract now for over 
two weeks and you still haven’t 
signed it. Let the British fans 
have what they want.

“You’re a beaten man and 
I’m a world champion, I’m 
chucking you a massive bone 
but I know I can punch your face 
in so I’m willing to give you an 
opportunity.

“There’s nothing more to 
do, everyone is happy, get your 
team on to mine, they will be 
available all day, like they’ve 
been available for the last two 
weeks. Get this contract signed 
today.” The pair were close to 
finalizing a fight in 2020 that 

would have seen all four major 
world titles on the line, but Fury 
was ordered to take on Deon-
tay Wilder for a third time by a 
United States judge.

Joshua lost his WBA, IBF and 
WBO titles to Usyk last year and 
was recently outpointed again 
by the Ukrainian, but the Briton 
was offered a route back into the 
world title picture by Fury.

Joshua said on Sunday “of 
course I’m going to sign the con-
tract - it’s just with some law-
yers at the minute” although his 
promoter Eddie Hearn insisted 
there was “no chance” it would 
be done on Monday.

Fury added in a couple of 
tweets accompanying his video 
to Joshua: “I had a bet with 
Frank that it didn’t matter what 
we offered you, you would not 
take this fight.

“You have had 14 days, pull 
your finger out and make this 
fight happen for the British box-
ing public. Don’t be a coward, 
instruct your team to get this 
deal done.” 

Sports

Loeb primed for tense battle with Al Attiyah 
in Morocco as Rally Raid title race heats up
TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK

AGADIR (MOROCCO)

Sebastien Loeb is ready for an-
other tense battle with Nasser 
Al Attiyah as he looks to build 
on his lead in the World Rally-
Raid Championship (W2RC) 
when the Rallye du Maroc gets 
under way on Saturday.

Loeb, driving one of three 
Prodrive Hunters entered by 
Bahrain Raid Xtreme (BRX), 
holds a slender one-point ad-
vantage over Al Attiyah as the 
inaugural W2RC series re-
sumes in Agadir after a seven-
month break.

Partnered by Fabian Lur-
quin, nine-time World Rally 
Champion Loeb and the rest 
of the BRX team recently cov-
ered 2,500kms of testing in 
Morocco, in temperatures close 
to 50C, in preparation not only 
for the Rallye du Maroc, but 
also the 2023 Dakar Rally.

“We had a good feeling with 
the car and it was reliable too, 
so everything is working well 
at the moment,” said Loeb. “At 
the moment we are leading, but 
we know Nasser will be fast in 
Morocco and the gap is very 
small. So we have to fight hard 
to get some more good points 
for the title.”

Loeb finished runner up to 
Al Attiyah in this year’s Dakar 
before grabbing the champi-
onship lead from the Qatari in 
Abu Dhabi Desert Challenge 
back in March.

Argentinian Orly Terrano-
va and Spanish co-driver Alex 
Haro, who finished fourth in 
the Dakar, are also back in ac-
tion with BRX in Morocco, 
while Frenchman Guerlain 
Chicherit will be partnered by 
Alex Winocq in a third Prodrive 
Hunter.

After being diagnosed with 
cancer in March and battling 
through treatment, Nani Roma 
rejoined the team months 
ahead of schedule for testing in 
Morocco, having already been 

instrumental in the develop-
ment of the Hunter.

The two-time Dakar winner 
has been equally involved in 
the development of the world’s 
first all-terrain hypercar, based 
on the Hunter rally car, which 
is being built in limited num-
bers to the individual specifica-
tions of select super car enthu-
siasts.

Roma will be demonstrat-
ing and testing the Hunter 
hypercar for prospective buy-
ers in Dubai in November. He 
will continue to work with BRX 
throughout the team’s rally 
programme, which continues 
with the Andalucia Rally, final 
round of the W2RC, from 18-21 
October.

However, it is unfortunate-
ly too late in the schedule for 
him to compete with the team 
in Morocco and Spain next 
month, and Dakar in January 
2023.

From Agadir, Rallye du 
Maroc heads out for six stages 
covering 1,575 kms and featur-
ing more sand than seen in pre-
vious years. The BRX cars will 
again be using sustainable Eco-
Power fuel, which reduces CO2 
emissions by 80%.

Gus Beteli, the BRX Team 
Principal said: “Following a 
very positive test in Morocco, 
we’re very much looking for-
ward to being back rallying 
against the competition, the 
clock and the desert.

Tyson Fury (left) and Anthony Joshua. 
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SINGAPORE 

SEVEN-TIMES world cham-
pion Lewis Hamilton hopes for 
the sake of Formula One and 
the fans that Max Verstappen is 
made to wait to secure a second 
straight title.

The Dutch Red Bull driver 
could wrap up the drivers’ 
championship with five races 
left if he wins on the floodlit 
street circuit on Sunday and 
other results go his way.

“It’s never great when the 
season finishes early,” Mer-
cedes driver Hamilton told a 
news conference on Thursday. 
“For you as the one individual, 
it’s great. But for the actual 
sport, it’s not spectacular.” Last 
season in contrast was hugely 
dramatic with Verstappen pip-
ping Hamilton to the title on 
the very last lap of the last race 
in Abu Dhabi.

“Definitely, I feel for the 
fans,” Hamilton said in refer-
ence to an early Verstappen tri-
umph this time.

“For everyone and even for 
us last year, going right down 
to the wire, that was intense for 
everybody.” 

Ricciardo views 2023  
reserve role as ‘realistic’ 
Daniel Ricciardo has de-
scribed the prospect of taking 
a Formula One reserve role in 
2023 as “realistic” ahead of 
his McLaren exit.

Ricciardo has been linked 
with vacant seats at several 
teams since McLaren an-
nounced an early termination 
of his contract in August, with 
spots at Alpine, Williams and 

Haas up for grabs.
The Australian has strug-

gled for consistency this year, 
and sits 14th in the drivers’ 
championship standings after 
finishing just four of his 16 rac-

es in the top 10.
Ricciardo has also been 

linked with reserve roles at F1 
heavyweights Red Bull and 
Mercedes, and recently said his 
desire to “get back to winning” 

will be a key consideration 
when he makes a decision on 
his future.

Speaking ahead of Sun-
day’s Singapore Grand Prix, 
Ricciardo said his preference 

remained a permanent spot on 
the grid, but refused to rule out 
taking a back-up role.   

“Let’s say my head space is 
in the same space,” he said on 
Thursday.

“I’m still keen to be part of 
F1 and of course, plan A would 
be to be on the grid.

“So nothing’s changed but I 
don’t want to just jump at the 
first kind of seat available.  

“I know the landscape 
probably changes as well at the 
end of next year, with contracts 
and whatever, so I don’t want 
to say I’m remaining patient, 
but remaining open.” 

Asked about the prospect of 
taking a reserve role, Ricciardo 
added: “It’s certainly some-
thing that’s realistic, yeah.

“That’s the two realistic op-
tions. It’s not to be anywhere 
else. I love other disciplines 
of motorsport but I don’t see 
myself there.  “I feel as well if I 
jump into something like that, 
it closes the door on F1. It kind 
of feels like I’ve checked out, 
and I haven’t. So I’m solely fo-
cused on F1.

“I’m trying to see beyond 
next year. Of course, I want 
to be racing but I also don’t 
want to just look at the next 12 
months and not look at the next 
24.

“I guess I don’t want to just 
race to race, I want to race with 
a true belief or understanding 
that I could be back on the po-
dium, ultimately.”

Formula One will suffer if Verstappen 
wins title in Singapore, feels Hamilton

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

TEENAGER Haya Khalid Al 
Hitmi, who has shown excel-
lent form this season, will once 
again be in the spotlight in the 
third round of the Qatar Eques-
trian Tour - Longines Hathab 
to be held over the weekend at 
the indoor arena of the Qatar 
Equestrian Federation.

The 14-year-old Haya, who 
topped the first two legs of the 
14-leg annual equestrian series 
in showjumping, also leads the 
table with 55 points.

Jassim Al Jaham is a close 
second with 49 points. Saif Mo-
hammed Al Naimi is third hav-
ing garnered 45 points. 

Competition in the Medium 
Tour is also expected to excit-
ing with Hussain Saeed Haidan 
and Khalid Sanad Al Nuaimi 
currently sharing the leader-
ship position with 48 points 
each.

Haidan will be hoping to 
extend his winning run after 
topping the last round. 

Khalifa Abdulla Al Khaldi 
with 45 points is third in the 
points tally. 

In the Big Tour, Moham-
med Khalifa Albaker, who has 
had a fabulous start to his sea-
son, will look to score a hat-
trick of titles having won the 
first and second rounds. 

He is currently on top with 
60 points, followed Sheikh 
Khalifa Al Thani on 52 points. 

The challenging Cyrine 
Cherif is third on the list with 
48 points.

In the Future Riders’ cat-
egory, Mohammed Abdulla Al 
Marri will be eyeing to consoli-
date his top spot as he leads the 
table with 30 points, followed 
by Kaltham Thani Al Sowaidi 
with 27 points. Abdulaziz Ab-
dulla Alabri is third with 25 
points.  

Team Alfardan are leading 
the Team event with 60 points 
followed by Team Ajwad (54), 
and ExxonMobil (50). The 
second round saw enthralling 
competition in the event.

The mandatory veterinary 
check for the horses ahead of 
Longines Hathab Round 3 was 
conducted on Thursday.

Longines Hathab season six 
(2022-23) comprises 14 rounds 
and is jointly held at QEF In-
door Arena and the Longines 
Arena at Al Shaqab until April 
2023.
Longines Hathab Round 3 
Schedule
Friday 
3pm: Small Tour (Table A, 
One round against the clock 
100/110cm)
5.3pm: Medium Tour (Individual 
& Teams)
(Table A, One round against the 
clock 120/130cm)
Saturday
3pm: Open Class: Table A, two 
phases 
5.30pm: Future Riders (U-14) 
Optimum Time (Max 80cm)
6pm: Future Riders (U-14 & 
Beginners) Optimum Time (Max 
90cm)
6.30pm: Big Tour (Table A, One 
round against the clock with 
jump-off 130/140cm).

Qatar Equestrian Tour 
– Longines Hathab 
third leg from today

11Friday, September 30, 2022

(L-R) McLaren’s British driver Lando Norris, Williams’ Thai driver Alex Albon, Alpine’s French driver Esteban Ocon, Haas’ German driver Mick Schu-
macher and Mercedes’ British driver Lewis Hamilton attend a pre-event press conference for the Formula One Singapore Grand Prix night race at 
the Marina Bay Street Circuit in Singapore on Thursday. (AFP)

Haya Khalid Al Hitmi in action in the Small Tour in the second leg of 
Qatar Equestrian Tour – Longines Hathab at the QEF’s indoor arena.

Title fight: Fury gives Joshua a new deadline 

Qatar’s Nasser Saleh Al Attiyah (left), and Sebastien Loeb – who is leading the World Rally Raid Championship.
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IN an election keenly followed 
by the Indonesian expatriate 
community in Qatar, the As-
sociation of Indonesian Com-
munity in Qatar (PERMIQA) 
elected Alvin Alfiyansyah as its 
chairman for the 2022-2024 
period. 

Alfiyansyah, the Indone-
sian expat living in Qatar, has 
been working at Qatar Gas.

PERMIQA is an umbrella 
organisation of Indonesian 
community groups in Qatar. 
According to the Embassy of 
Indonesia in Qatar, there are 
around 73 Indonesian commu-
nity groups in Qatar. Most of 
these groups are based on simi-
larity of hobbies, shared alma 
mater, ethnicity etc.

These groups actively par-
ticipate in a number of events 
organised by the Embassy of 
Indonesia in Qatar as well as 

the Qatari government. The 
most recent example is the in-
volvement of the Indonesian 
community groups in fan zones 
or cultural events during the 
Amir Cup and Arab Cup. PER-
MIQA members also plan to 
participate in fan zone activi-
ties during the upcoming FIFA 
World Cup 2022.

Indonesian Ambassador 
to the State of Qatar HE Rid-
wan Hassan appreciated the 
role played by PERMIQA in 
strengthening the relations not 

only among members of the In-
donesian community in Qatar, 
but also with other expatriate 
communities in Qatar. 

“The relationship between 
the governments is certainly 
important. However, the re-
lationship among the people 
should be the foundation of our 
diplomacy,” said Ambassador 
Ridwan.

Alvin Alfiyansyah delivered 
a speech during his inaugura-
tion as the new chairman of 
PERMIQA.

Indonesian community group in Qatar 
elects new chairman for two-year term

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
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QATAR University (QU) will 
participate in the annual Qa-
tar Sustainability Week, a Na-
tional Campaign, which will 
be held from 8 October to 15 
October 2022. It is worth not-
ing that QU plays a leading 
role in sustainability in the 
country, offering consultancy 
to organisations and decision 
makers in sustainable plan-
ning and development in var-
ious fields.

QU is launching a num-
ber of green initiatives that 
promote a culture of sustain-
ability such as initiatives to 
minimise food waste, reduce 

gas emission, recycle paper, 
as well as convert food and 
other waste into biofuels. In 
addition, QU actively raises 
awareness on the subject of 
sustainability and has con-
tributed vastly to fields such 
as engineering, medicine and 
environmental science, all of 
which have helped drive its 
mission forward.

In a statement, QU Direc-
tor of Communications and 
Public Relations, Dr. Hitmi 
Al-Hitmi said, “QU in its role 
as Qatar’s most prominent 
and sole national institution 
of higher education, holds a 
hefty responsibility in achiev-
ing comprehensive devel-
opment and environmental 

sustainability, spreading and 
promoting this culture. The 
University also feels a great 
responsibility to help various 
institutions in avoiding out-
dated technologies, which can 
be environmentally harmful 
and do not make sense in the 
digital age.”

He added, “QU has up-
dated its business cards to be 
digital as part of this transi-
tion, to move towards digiti-
sation of its services and in 
order to implement the re-
quirements of the new strate-
gy. QU is the first government 
institution of higher educa-

tion to utilise digital business 
cards, which are of particular 
importance as it reduces car-
bon emissions through paper 
consumption, compacts ex-
penses and resources and is 
a much better alternative for 
the good of the environment 
than paper or plastic. A key 
pillar of the Qatar National 
Vision 2030 is management 
of the environment and its 
protection.”

Dr. Hitmi Al-Hitmi also 
noted that QU’s Agricultural 
Research Station is currently 
working on a project to reduce 
food waste by converting it 
into a natural fertiliser, aim-
ing to achieve food security, 
which has become a national 
priority. He says, “Under the 
umbrella of the QU Holding 
Company, there will be an or-
ganisation, with a specialised 
field of converting food into 

fertiliser, to reach zero food 
waste. QU will also cooperate 
with a number of ambitious 
local youth clubs and initia-
tives such as ‘Greener Future’ 
led by Aisha Al Maadeed, 
a young Qatari woman and 
‘Etaam’ founded by Sheikha 
Al-Nawar Al-Thani, a human-
itarian initiative that aims to 
provide snack packets to ex-
pat workers.”

Dr. Hitmi also notes that 
the upcoming Annual Re-
search Forum will be held 
under the theme “Research, 
Innovation & Sustainability: 
Engaging Nations through 
Sports,” in order to focus on 
sustainability issues after the 
FIFA World Cup 2022 and to 
address the challenges facing 
the community by way of re-
search and studies, in coop-
eration with relevant stake-
holders.

QNA
DOHA

MINISTER of Labour HE Dr. Ali 
bin Saeed bin Smaikh Al Marri has 
announced the establishment of a 
regular forum on job localisation in 
the private sector, with participation 
from representatives of the prior-
ity sectors in job localisation. The 
minister pointed out that the sec-
tors involved include manufacturing, 
services, tourism and hospitality, IT, 
technology, finance, health and edu-
cation.

In his remarks delivered during 
the honouring ceremony for compa-
nies and establishments that excelled 
in localising jobs in the private sector 
helping attract qualified national cad-
res and benefit from them in promot-
ing development, he said the Tawteen 
Platform aims to introduce localisa-
tion plans and open new prospects 
to grow and create job opportunities. 
Tawteen, he said, provides a space 
and a communication platform for 
actors to exchange ideas and best 
practices in the field of employment 
localisation and points of attraction 
to Qataris.

He also revealed that the Ministry 
of Labour, which has the authority 
to localise jobs in the private sector, 
is currently collaborating with the 
Ministries of Education and Higher 
Education, as well as educational in-
stitutions, to close the gap between 
labour market needs and educational 
outputs, with the goal of playing a 
prominent role in achieving national 
development goals in accordance 
with Qatar Vision 2030. 

He added that the Ministry of La-
bour intends to hold an event titled 
‘Education and the Labor Market: 
Challenges and Promising Opportu-
nities’ in collaboration with the Min-
istry of Education, educational insti-
tutions, and the private sector in the 
coming month with an aim to identify 
future needs and connect them with 
appropriate resources.

He said the Ministry of Labour 
launched its interim plan as part of 
a comprehensive strategy to localise 
jobs in the private sector, as one of 

its core priorities targeted at profit-
ing from the national workforce and 
opening new vistas in major private 
sector enterprises. 

He noted that the ministry deems 
the partnership, cooperation, and 
consultation with private sector 
companies and institutions as the 
optimal method to enhance localisa-
tion of jobs through the qualification 
and training of national cadres and 
capitalise on the benefits offered by 
private sector enterprises within the 
programme.

He expressed his gratitude and 
appreciation to private sector enter-
prises and distinguished entities for 
achieving the strategy of localisa-
tion, training, and scholarships, par-
ticularly the distinguished roles of 
employees and managers of human 
resources and employment affairs, 
stressing the role of human resources 
departments in the field of job locali-
sation as critical, and which has con-
tributed to increasing the recruitment 
of male and female citizens, including 
including their integration into com-
panies and private sector institutions.

 At the conclusion of the cer-
emony, the minister recognised the 
companies and entities that have sig-

nificantly contributed to the success 
of the Ministry of Labour’s job locali-
zation program in the private sector, 
which was launched in early 2022.

The ceremony was held in the 
framework of the Ministry of La-
bour’s desire to highlight the active 
role played by private sector compa-
nies and enterprises in the success of 
the localization program, emphasiz-
ing the partnership and cooperation 
between them and the private sector’s 
enterprises and institutions, as well 
as following up on the efforts exerted 
by the enterprises and companies in 
the localization strategy and capitalis-
ing on the qualified nation.

The ceremony included the start-
ups and the enterprises that are most 
cooperative with Ministry of Labour 
pertaining to job localisation for na-
tional workers, and at the same time 
achieved high proportion of replacing 
and localising jobs and count on the 
national manpower with high rates, 
including the entities that offer the 
most appropriate qualification and 
training opportunities for national 
labor, and have also achieved high 
rates of job placement and resettle-
ment and dependence on national 
labour at high rates.

Minister of Labour opens
forum for job localisation 
in strategic private sector

Minister of Labour HE Dr. Ali bin Saeed bin Smaikh Al Marri

Ministry of Commerce and Industry drive 
helps raise awareness of organ donation
TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK

DOHA

THE Ministry of Commerce 
and Industry (MoCI), in co-
operation with Hamad Medi-
cal Corporation, held an 
awareness campaign on or-
gan donation, with the aim of 
educating employees on the 
importance of this vital ini-
tiative.

The campaign was organ-
ised as part of the Ministry’s 
Community Participation 
Programme. The initiative 
also translates the Minis-
try’s humanitarian values, 
entailed in its strategic plan 
aimed at achieving the Qatar 
National Vision 2030 -- Qa-
tar’s citizen-oriented endeav-
our for sustainable human 
development.

The campaign aims to 
educate participants on the 
importance of organ donation 
and its role in saving lives 

of thousands of patients. It 
also provides the necessary 
information to people wish-
ing to donate, in addition to 
explaining the registration 
process.

The campaign partici-
pants portrayed outstanding 
interaction and awareness of 

the importance of organ do-
nation, especially since this 
humanitarian gesture may 
contribute to saving the lives 
of patients and alleviating 
their suffering. The initiative 
in question also instils the 
values of cooperation and 
solidarity in society.

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

AS one of the strategic priorities of the 
Public Health Strategy (PHS 2017-
2022), the Ministry of Public Health 
(MoPH) has mandated Hamad Bin 
Khalifa University (HBKU), through 
its Executive Education Center (EEC), 
and the Graduate Institute Geneva 
(GIG) to build the leadership capacity 
of selected public health professionals 
in Qatar. With that goal, a customised 
executive training programme was 
delivered in two batches from Sep-
tember 4 to 15 at HBKU’s Minaretein 
building in Education City.

The principal aim of the course was 
to help the attendees in developing 
and implementing innovative prac-
tices to transform and improve public 
health performance in Qatar. Public 
health and healthcare professionals 
who completed the programme were 
able to develop advanced competen-
cies in strategic planning, leadership 
and organizational effectiveness in 
the context of public health.

“It is our privilege to collaborate 
with HBKU’s Executive Education 
Center to support MoPH in imple-
menting this initiative through this 
custom-made executive education 
programme. The COVID-19 pan-
demic the world has witnessed has 
highlighted the importance of public 
health policies and programmes in 
responding efficiently to such a crisis. 
The Geneva Graduate Institute can 
rely on its world-renowned academics 
and experts to deliver a relevant pro-

gramme combining academic rigor 
and professional relevance,” said Eli-
ane Ballouhey, executive director of 
Executive Education at GIG.

Ghanim Ibrahim Al Mohannadi, 
director of the Human Resources De-
partment at MoPH Qatar, said: “The 
MoPH has a comprehensive approach 
in the Workforce Development Plan, 
aligned with the PHS 2017-2022 and 
the National Health Strategy 2018-
2022, to provide opportunities for 
professional career development for 
all staff and to implement leadership 
and management development activi-
ties with the collaboration of our key 
partners.”

Issa Al-Suwaidi, head of the 
Learning and Development Section at 
MoPH, also stressed that the timing 
of this programme ahead of the FIFA 
World Cup 2022 in Qatar is an in-
valuable opportunity for public health 
leaders from various authorities in the 
country to meet together to share ex-
periences and joint projects as part of 
preparations for this event.

Sheikh Dr Mohammed bin Hamad 
Al Thani, director of Public Health at 
MoPH, stated: “We are proud to col-
laborate with GIG and HBKU-EEC on 
this important course, as leadership is 
necessary, relevant, and important in 
public health practice. The course will 
enable the engagement, management, 
and transformation of the challenges 
we are facing at the national level. 
Moreover, it will also empower our 
capabilities to work and collaborate 
internationally to address global pub-
lic health issues and threats.”

MoPH partners HBKU and 
GIG to develop leadership 
skills for selected officers

Public health professionals during a training programme in Doha.

QU promotes sustainable culture by introducing a slew of green initiatives

12 Friday, September 30, 2022

QU is the first government institution of 
higher education to utilise digital business 
cards which reduce carbon emissions
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PM witnesses conclusion of Barzan Joint Exercise
Prime Minister and Minister of 
Interior HE Sheikh Khalid bin 
Khalifa bin Abdulaziz Al-Thani 
witnessed the conclusion of Bar-
zan Joint Exercise (9) organised 
by the Amiri Guard at Lahsaniya 
camp on Thursday morning. The 
presentation included a variety 
of parade formations, a series 
of training for the safety and 
protection of people, and the 
role of authorities concerned 
with carrying out regular and 
additional tasks while hosting 
sports tournaments to meas-
ure the speed of emergency 
response and aspects of dealing 
with it. (QNA)

Qatar Rail’s SOC to ensure safe travel
experience for World Cup 2022 fans

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

AS part of its preparedness to provide 
a safe travel experience for the World 
Cup 2022 fans, HE Dr Abdulla bin Ab-
dulaziz bin Turki Al Subaie, Manag-
ing Director & CEO of Qatar Railways 
company (Qatar Rail), visited Qatar 
Rail’s new Cyber Security Operations 
Center (SOC).

During his visit, Dr Al Subaie was 
briefed on the key tasks and functions 
of the new centre. He was also pre-
sented with a model of cyber security 
attack test case and how the centre 
addresses such attacks and provides a 
real time response to it. 

On the sidelines of the visit, which 
was also attended by a number of 

representatives from Qatar Rail and 
‘Malomatia’ , Dr Al Subaie recognised 
the team members who led the pro-
ject for their efforts and valuable con-
tribution.

The Cyber Security Operations 
Centre was established recently by Qa-
tar Rail in collaboration with Maloma-

tia, a leading provider of technology 
services and solutions. The centre’s 
establishment is aligned with Qatar 
Rail’s strategy to raise the cybersecu-
rity readiness of its operating systems 
by implementing state of the art tech-
nology to monitor cyber attacks and 
address possible cybersecurity threats.

Qatar takes part
in OTM Mumbai

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

QATAR Tourism (QT) represented the State 
of Qatar at OTM Mumbai 2022, the leading 
travel trade show in Asia. QT’s booth featured 
eight industry partners, including Doha Expo 
2023, Qatar Airways (India office), Tawfeeq 
Holidays, Discover Qatar, Al Messila Luxury 
Collection Resort and Spa, Mannai Holidays 
and Inbound Tourism LLC, Ritz-Carlton 
Doha, and Hilton Salwa Beach Resort and 
Villas. During OTM’s Excellence Awards, 
QT was presented with the ‘Best Design and 
Decoration’ award for its booth.  

Ambassador of Qatar to India HE Mo-
hammed Khater Al Khater, along with Con-
sul General of Qatar in Mumbai Ahmad 
Saad M H Al Sulaiti and Second Secretary 
Nasser Hazza Al Hajri visited Qatar’s booth 
at the travel trade show, which took place 
from September 13 to 15, 2022 at the Jio 
World Convention Centre in Mumbai. 

During the event, QT organized an Ara-
bic Calligraphy workshop to showcase the 
artistic practice of handwriting in Arabic. 
Additionally, QT highlighted its VisitQatar 
website and mobile application, as well as 
the vast selection of tours and day trips on 
offer for visitors to enjoy.

Two Doha-based restaurants receive
‘Restaurant from Spain’ designation

ASHRAF SIDDIQUI
DOHA

TWO Doha-based restaurants by Chef 
Dani Garcia -- Lobito de Mar at the 
Marsa Malaz Kempinski, The Pearl; 
and BiBo at St Regis Doha -- have re-
ceived the designation of ‘Restaurant 
from Spain’ from Spanish Ambassador 
to Qatar HE Javier Carbajosa Sánchez.

Speaking on the occasion, the am-
bassador drew attention to the impor-
tance of having two high-quality Span-
ish restaurants for people in Doha and 
thanked Dani García for his efforts at 
the helm of BiBo and Lobito de Mar, 
that present a very positive impression 
of Spanish cuisine to Qatar residents. 

The envoy encouraged Dani García 
to continue doing his best to build the 
“gastronomic relationship” between 
Spain and Qatar.

Dani Garcia thanked the Span-

ish envoy and the Spanish Ministry of 
Industry, Trade and Tourism on this 
recognition. He said this accreditation 
would provide a tremendous push to 
the functioning of Dani Garcia Groups 
international, established in 2019. 

The group now maintains 14 res-
taurants, and by the end of the year, 

eight more will be established, bring-
ing the number to 22. The group’s ob-
jective is to spread Chef Dani Garcia’s 
conception of cutting-edge cuisine 
and his interpretation of Andalusia’s 
cuisine across Qatar -- through Al-
fardan Hospitality -- as well as across 
the world.

Sulaiti attends Qatar-Barbados
air services agreement signing

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
MONTREAL, CANADA 

MINISTER of Transport HE Jassim 
Saif Ahmed Al-Sulaiti met with Min-
ister of Tourism and International 
Transport of Barbados Lisa Cummins 
on the sidelines of the 41st Session of 
the International Civil Aviation Or-

ganization (ICAO) Assembly in Mon-
treal, Canada. 

The two ministers reviewed rela-
tions in the fields of transportation 
and civil aviation, and the ways to de-
velop them.

Following the meeting, they at-
tended the signing of an air services 
agreement that allows the national 

carrier, Qatar Airways, to further 
expand its network of destinations 
worldwide.

The agreement was signed by 
Mohamed Faleh Alhajri, who is in 
charge of managing the Qatar Civil 
Aviation Authority (QCAA) and 
Barbados’ Director of Civil Aviation 
Tracey Forde-Bailey.

QATAR SHOWCASES ACHIEVEMENTS IN 
AVIATION SECTOR AT ICAO ASSEMBLY

Qatar is participating with an exhibition booth on the sidelines of the 41st Session of 
the International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO) Assembly, which is under way in 
Montreal, Canada until October 7, 2022. The Ministry of Transport and Qatar Civil Avia-
tion Authority are highlighting the vital and important role that Qatar plays in the field 
of aviation industry, as well as the country’s aviation system key milestones. (TNN)

QT awarded ‘Best Design and Decoration’ for its booth at OTM


