
52 Days to go

I have the dream of playing at a World Cup 
and winning a Champions League.  
 – Brazilian Richarlison
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BAYERN Munich forward Sadio Mané has been backed by sporting 
director Hasan Salihamidzic to rediscover his form. The Senegal star 
made a strong start to his Bayern career after moving from Liverpool 
in June but has now gone five games without a goal. The German 
champions, looking to play without a main striker after the exit of 
Robert Lewandowski, have not won in four Bundesliga games. 
“Sadio still needs a little time, he has to get used to the Bundesliga 
but he will,” Salihamidzic told Sport Bild on Wednesday. “I know how 
it is as the new player in a team, in another country, in another city, 
in another football culture. “Sadio is going through this process, 
soon he will trust himself more and we will see that on the pitch.” 
Salihamidzic separately told Bayern’s members’ magazine that he did 
not expect much transfer movement in January after November and 
December’s World Cup. “I’m not the biggest fan of January trans-
fers because I complete my planning for the season in the summer 
window. But of course we will closely follow the World Cup,” he said. 
“I don’t believe there will be any huge transfers.” (DPA)

Bayern sporting director backs  
struggling Mane to find his feet

 Quick read

Messi is like Federer, says 
Argentina coach Scaloni

LIONEL Messi should be 
appreciated by fans of 
all countries at the FIFA 

World Cup as he will be missed 
like Roger Federer “and more” 
when he retires, says Argentina 
coach Lionel Scaloni.

Messi scored twice after 
coming off the bench in Ar-
gentina’s 3-0 win over Jamaica 
on Tuesday, their penultimate 
friendly before Qatar 2022.

La Albiceleste head to the 
finals as one of the favourites, 
having won the Copa America 
last year.

That was Messi’s long-
awaited first major interna-
tional honour, and this could 
be the 35-year-old’s last chance 
to win a World Cup, having lost 
in the 2014 final.

Although the Paris Saint-
Germain superstar remains on 
top of his game, scoring six goals 
across his past four matches for 
club and country, Scaloni knows 
he cannot go on forever.

And the Argentina boss ex-
pects Messi’s eventual retire-
ment will be received with the 
same outpouring that met ten-
nis legend Federer’s decision to 
quit the sport last week.

“[Messi] is like Federer,” 
Scaloni said after the Jamaica 
game. “He retired and what 
happened when he retired? 
Everybody [was] excited, eve-
rybody is thinking, ‘he won’t be 
here anymore, he’s not going to 
play anymore’.

“How many of us would 
like to see Federer play tennis? 
Because it was wonderful to 

watch him play. The same will 
happen with [Messi] and more, 
because football is a sport that 
moves much more.

“So, let’s enjoy him. Every-
one enjoys him regardless of 
the country, it’s wonderful to 
see him.

“I have the possibility of 
training him, but I would be a 
fan, I would pay a ticket to see 
him and I would buy his shirt, 
regardless of the country.

“So, the only thing left is 
to enjoy him, because I don’t 
know if something like this will 
ever be repeated. So, you have 
to enjoy him and nothing else.”

Scaloni, meanwhile, has 
said that he is “excited and 
grateful” at the prospect of 
continuing as Argentina coach 
through to the 2026 World Cup.

Chiqui Tapia, president of 
the Argentine Football Associa-
tion, stated an agreement had 
been reached between both 
parties for Scaloni to remain in 
his post for the next four years.

A new deal would be a fine 
reward for Scaloni, who re-
placed Jorge Sampaoli after the 
2018 World Cup, where Argen-
tina were beaten by eventual 
champions France in the last 16.

Under Scaloni, Argentina 
won the Copa America last year 
to end a drought at major tour-
naments dating back to 1993.

A routine 3-0 win over Ja-
maica on Tuesday, in which 
Lionel Messi scored twice off 
the bench, also saw Argentina 
stretch their unbeaten run to 
35 matches.

Scaloni is now focused on 

continuing his work with the 
national team. “I’m excited and 
grateful,” Scaloni said about 
Tapia’s announcement. “I want 
to continue, who wouldn’t want 
to do it with the Argentine na-
tional team.

“I have the best relation-
ship with the president, we met 
today, everything is on track.”

The fixture against Jamaica 
was Argentina’s penultimate 
game before the World Cup 
with a friendly against the Unit-
ed Arab Emirates to come be-
fore the tournament in Qatar.

Asked about his team’s 
World Cup chances, Scaloni 
added: “I do not go to Qatar 
with an inflated chest. There 
are great teams and it is very 
difficult to say who can win the 
World Cup.

“Whatever it has to be in 
the World Cup [it will be], but 
we are going to leave every last 
drop of sweat [out there].”

Argentina’s first group-
stage match takes place on 
November 22nd against Saudi 
Arabia. (Fifa.com)
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ON Thursday, Paris will wit-
ness the launch of the first of the 
events associated with the Qatar 
Prix Arc de Triomphe weekend, 
which has been sponsored by 
the Qatar Racing and Equestri-
an Club (QREC) since 2008.

The opening event will be 
the annual horse auction for 
Purebred Arabians organised 
by the Arqana at Saint Cloud 
Racecourse in the presence of 
QREC senior management led 
by QREC Chairman His Excel-
lency Issa bin Mohammed Al 
Mohannadi and a number of 
horse owners both from Qatar 
and from other countries given 
the high value of the auction 
and the horses displayed there.

This year, the Qatar Prix 
Arc de Triomphe weekend 
is being held less than two 
months before the kick-off the 

FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022, 
which, in turn, will be held for 
the first time ever in the Middle 
East. While the event is Paris is 
a global horse racing one, the 
spirit of the FIFA World Cup 
Qatar 2022 will be prevailing 
throughout the weekend and 
the associated events, espe-
cially with the large numbers 
of French, European and in-
ternational racegoers at Paris 
Longchamp on Saturday and 
Sunday. 

In addition, QREC, in coor-
dination with the relevant au-
thorities, will distribute book-
lets on the FIFA World Cup 
Qatar 2022, highlighting the 
fact that Qatar is fully prepared 
and ready for hosting the mega 
historical event.

Beside the horse auction, 
other events include a race 
meeting at Saint Cloud Race-
course as well on Friday. The 
day will include two major Gr1 

Arabian races; the Qatar Ara-
bian Trophy for 3YO Fillies and 
the Qatar Arabian Trophy for 
3YO Colts. Qatari-owned hors-
es will be present with strong 
hopes in both races.

On Saturday and Sunday, 
the horse racing action will 
move to ParisLongchamp with 
many group races over the two 
days. The big Sunday will see 
the two most prestigious Gr1 
races during the weekend and 
internationally as well; namely, 

the Qatar Arabian World Cup 
and the Qatar Prix Arc de Tri-
omphe. Qatari-owned horses 
will be there in both of them, 
looking for new victories.

Continuing success 
Just ahead of the start of Qa-
tar Prix de l’Arc de Triomphe 
weekend, QREC Chairman His 
Excellency Issa bin Moham-
med Al Mohannadi, said: “We 
look forward to continuing suc-
cess in sponsoring this major 
global event, which is the best 
horse race in the world. The 
partnership between QREC and 
France Galop continues to go 
from strength to strength and 
the mutual gains over the years 
have been really valuable. The 
weekend just before the FIFA 
World Cup Qatar 2022 adds ex-
tra significance to it and, at the 
same time, focuses the atten-
tion of everyone towards Doha 

to learn more about Qatar’s 
readiness to host and organise 
an exceptional version of the 
FIFA World Cup, given the huge 
potential that Qatar enjoys and 
which will prove Qatar’s ability 
to win this challenge and dazzle 
the whole world. 

“QREC’s sponsorship of 
the Qatar Prix de l’Arc de Tri-
omphe has rendered numerous 
benefits and advantages and it 
will continue for years to come. 
QREC is proud to have several 
national companies and organ-
isations sharing this event and 
being part of its success.” 

As usual Longines contin-
ues their role as the partner of 
the Prix de l Opera Longines 
and the Prix de l’Abbaye de 
Longchamp Longines and both 
are Gr1 races. Qatar Airways is 
again the official transporter of 
the event. Manateq returns to 
be associated with the weekend 

by sponsoring Gr1 Qatar prix 
Jean Luc Lagardere on Sunday. 

In addition, Qatar Tourism 
/Visit Qatar are sponsoring the 
raffle on Sunday, the prize of the 
winner will include two return 
business class tickets to Doha 
with the World’s Best Airline, 
Qatar Airways, full board luxury 
accommodation at the Manda-
rin Oriental Hotel and access to 
the HH The Amir Sword Festi-
val in February 2023. 

The Education Above All 
(EAA) Foundation will be as-
sociated with the Qatar Prix de 
l’Arc de Triomphe. EAA aims to 
transform lives through educa-
tion, being the single most ef-
fective means of reducing pov-
erty, creating peaceful and just 
societies, unlocking the full po-
tential of every child and youth, 
and creating the right condi-
tions to achieve the Sustainable 
Development Goals.

Spirit of FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 to 
prevail at Qatar Prix de l’Arc de Triomphe

Hoggar de l’Ardus – winner of Qatar Arabian World Cup 2021 – in action during the Qatar Prix de l’Arc de Triomphe at ParisLongchamp last year.

HORSE AUCTION INAUGURATES ASSOCIATED EVENTS IN PARIS TODAY 

 The partnership between QREC and France Galop 
continues to go from strength to strength. The Qatar Prix de 
l’Arc de Triomphe weekend just before the FIFA World Cup 
Qatar 2022 adds extra significance to it and, at the same 
time, focuses the attention of everyone towards Doha to 
learn more about Qatar’s readiness to host and organise 
an exceptional version of the FIFA World Cup.

QREC Chairman HE Issa bin Mohammed Al Mohannadi

Hassan Al Thawadi, Secretary-General of the Supreme Committee for 
Delivery and Legacy (SC) was honoured with a special leaders appre-
ciation award at the Leaders Sports Awards 2022 held in London on 
Tuesday. The award was presented by football legend Xavi Hernandez.

SC Secy-General honoured  
at Leaders Sports Awards

Argentina’s Lionel Messi (R) dribbles past Jamaica’s Damion Lowe 
during their international friendly at Red Bull Arena in Harrison, New 
Jersey, on Tuesday. Argentina won 3-0. (AFP)

Argentina coach Lionel Scaloni (R) 
with Lionel Messi.
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Mancini eyes 2026 triumph as Italy prepare to ‘suffer’ through Qatar
STATS PERFORM/DPA

ROME 

ITALY coach Roberto Mancini 
is already targeting World Cup 
glory in 2026, as the Azzurri 
prepare to “suffer” through this 
year’s tournament after failing 
to qualify.

The European champions 
will be the most high-profile 
side to miss the tournament in 
Qatar after slipping to a humili-
ating play-off defeat to North 
Macedonia in March.

Italy were also absent from 
Russia in 2018 following a play-
off loss to Sweden, meaning 
their exile from football’s most 
storied competition will stretch 
to a minimum of 12 years.

The Azzurri also suffered 
group-stage exits in 2010 and 
2014, meaning their most recent 
World Cup knockout tie remains 
2006’s final victory over France.

Mancini, however, is de-

termined to end Italy’s World 
Cup woes when the tournament 
heads to the United States, Mex-
ico and Canada in four years’ 
time, and believes their failure 
to reach Qatar was unjust. 

 “Winning with the national 
team is the best thing there can 
be,” he said at an event in Rome.  
“Giving Italians such joy is in-
credible, now we have to wait 
four years. We will aim to win 
the next World Cup in America.

“We are working, unfortu-
nately we will suffer until De-
cember - the disappointment 
of not qualifying for the World 
Cup does not fade.  

“It was totally unfair, but 
the defeats must be faced. We 
did not deserve to stay out of 
the World Cup, but unfortu-
nately, that’s how it went.” 

Asked why he chose to con-
tinue as Italy coach following 
their play-off embarrassment, 
the former Manchester City 

boss added: “Honestly, I don’t 
know, at that moment I just 
wanted to turn the page be-
cause it went badly.  

“But winning the European 
Championship brings incred-
ible joy. Now we have to wait a 
few years and then we want to 
try for those emotions again.” 

Italy have since salvaged 
some pride by winning their 
Nations League group, finish-
ing above Hungary, Germany 
and England to reach next 
year’s finals. And Mancini was 
keen to emphasise the difficul-
ty of that achievement, adding: 
“It wasn’t easy, the boys put 
everything in.  

“England are a danger to 
win the World Cup, they have an 
incredible squad and Hungary 
are a very physical team.” 

Italy will contest friendlies 
against Albania and Austria 
when elite club football pauses 
for the World Cup in November. 

Italy’s defender Federico Dimarco (2ndL) and Hungary’s midfielder Dominik Szoboszlai (2ndR) vie for the ball 
as Italy’s head coach Roberto Mancini (L) and Hungary’s Italian coach Marco Rossi watch the action during 
the UEFA Nations League Group 3 match in Puskas Arena of Budapest on Monday. (AFP)
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TITE has slammed Dylan 
Bronn’s challenge on Neymar 
during Brazil’s win over Tunisia, 
claiming it was “a move to take 
a player out of the World Cup”.

The Selecao completed 
their preparations for Qatar 
World Cup with a commanding 
5-1 victory in Paris, with Ney-
mar among the goals as his 
penalty took him to 75 at inter-
national level.

But the Paris Saint-Ger-
main forward was subjected to 
a heavy challenge in the 42nd 
minute by Tunisia defender 
Bronn, who was sent off.

And while Tite welcomed 
the competitive nature of the 
friendly with Jalel Kadri’s side, 
who were unbeaten in seven 
games, the Brazil coach was 
far from pleased with the treat-
ment of his talisman.

“We were in an atmosphere 
where most of the fans were 
from Tunisia,” he said. “At 
some points, I tried to locate 
our fans, they diluted.

This has created an atmos-
phere of competitive play.

“The game on the pitch - we 
knew it would be competitive, 
loyal, but I didn’t imagine the 
move that happened to Ney-
mar. It’s a move to take a player 
out of the World Cup.

“We try to make two friend-
lies with teams that are in the 
World Cup, because the degree 
of demand is very high, physi-
cal, technical and mental. Tuni-
sia had seven games unbeaten.

“The competitive spirit 
doesn’t allow you to play a 

friendly that doesn’t have an 
emotional clash, so we wanted 
to prepare, and we were going 
to take that risk, yes. But it’s 
what we decided.”

 The five-time world champi-
ons head to Qatar later this year 
on a 15-match unbeaten streak – 
winning their last seven – ahead 
of facing Serbia, Switzerland and 
Cameroon in Group G.

Neymar nears Pele record
Neymar closed in on Pele’s all-

time Brazil goalscoring record 
netting his 75th senior interna-

tional goal from the penalty spot 
- moving two shy of equalling 

the tally of legendary Pele.
Raphinha struck twice, while 

Richarlison and Pedro were also 
on target as Tite’s side complet-
ed their World Cup preparations 
in emphatic fashion.

Montassar Talbi scored 
what proved a consolation for 
Tunisia, who had Dylan Bronn 
sent off as they suffered their 
first defeat in eight games.

Brazil led in the 11th min-
ute when Casemiro’s floated 
ball into the box was met by 
Raphinha, who sent a looping 
header beyond the dive of Ay-
men Dahmen.

Tunisia responded as Talbi 
nodded in from Anis Ben Sli-
mane’s free-kick, but the Sele-
cao regained the lead less than 
two minutes later with Richar-
lison latching onto Raphinha’s 
neat throughball and drilling 
through Dahmen’s legs.

Neymar made it 3-1 when 
he calmly converted from 12 
yards after Aissa Laidouni 
dragged down Casemiro, be-
fore Raphinha fired home his 
second goal of the game from 
Richarlison’s lay-off.

Tunisia were reduced to 
10 men before the break with 
Bronn shown a straight red card 
for a rash challenge on Neymar.

Antony and Vinicius Junior 
went close to increasing the ad-
vantage in the second half, be-
fore Pedro scored Brazil’s fifth 16 
minutes from time - the Flamen-
go forward brilliantly volleying in 
his first international goal.

Casemiro and Thiago Silva 
each almost made it six, but the 
Selecao had already done more 
than enough to stretch their 
unbeaten streak to 15 matches.

Tite accuses Tunisia of attempting  
to kick Neymar out of World Cup
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SPAIN’S head coach Luis En-
rique “had the feeling that the 
goal was going to come” for the 
team as a late Alvaro Morata 
strike earned victory over Por-
tugal to reach next year’s Na-
tions League Finals.

Spain needed to win in Bra-
ga if they were to top Group A2 
above Portugal, but the hosts 
had the better of the first-half 
opportunities.

However, substitutions 
from Enrique turned the game 
in Spain’s favour, before they 
found a dramatic 88th-minute 
winner when Morata smashed 
in from Nico Williams’ down-
wards header.

Enrique claims he knew his 
team were going to score, tell-
ing reporters: “It is a wonder-
ful sport in which victory is the 
best antidote for any depres-
sion or state of sadness.

“Portugal are a top team. 
In the first half, I insisted a lot, 
perhaps too much, on having 
the ball, and we did. It is clear 
that we prefer to make the 

passes in the opposing half.
“The first half is necessary 

to show that the ball is ours; in 
the second half, I had the feel-
ing that the goal was going to 
come.

“We repeat reaching the fi-
nal four, and it is a great joy.” 
The important victory will no 
doubt stir hopes of Spain re-
peating their 2010 heroics, 

when Vicente del Bosque led 
the nation to their first and 
only World Cup crown.

The 2022 tournament in 
Qatar is fast approaching, and 
Enrique faces tough decisions 
in picking his final squad.

“It is wonderful to train 
these players,” he told reporters. 

 “The list is not 26; there 
are 40 who can come to the 

World Cup. It is a pleasure to 
train players of such quality.

“The pity is that players are 
going to stay out [of the final 
squad].” 

Spain needed to win to 
leapfrog Fernando Santos’ side 
atop Group A2 but had looked 
set to be frustrated, with Por-
tugal enjoying the better of the 
first-half opportunities.

Enrique ‘had the feeling’ Spain 
were going to score in vital win

Spain’s forward Alvaro Morata (C,R) celebrates with teammates after victory in the UEFA Nations League, 
league A, Group 2 match against Portugal at the Municipal Stadium in Braga, Portugal, on Tuesday. (AFP)
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Brazil’s forward Neymar (C) fights for the ball with Tunisia’s midfielder Ellyes Skhiri (R) during their friendly at 
the Parc des Princes in Paris on Tuesday. Brazil won 5-1. (AFP)

Brazil’s head coach Tite (R) reacts during the friendly between Brazil 
and Tunisia at the Parc des Princes in Paris on Tuesday. (AFP)

Portugal’s 
Fernandes: 
No need for 

Ronaldo 
‘soap opera’

STATS PERFORM/DPA
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BRUNO Fernandes has de-
fended Cristiano Ronaldo and 
believes there is “no need” for a 
“soap opera” around his Man-
chester United and Portugal 
team-mate following a 1-0 loss 
to Spain.

After an impressive 4-0 win 
against the Czech Republic put 
Portugal in pole position in Na-
tions League Group A2, they were 
beaten by La Roja and missed out 
on a place in the Finals.

Ronaldo failed to score in 
a third consecutive game at in-
ternational level, seeing two at-
tempts saved by Unai Simon, and 
appeared extremely disappoint-
ed and frustrated at full-time.

But Fernandes came to his 
colleague’s defence, saying: 
“There is no need to make great 
stories. Cristiano is here, he is 
here to help, and he will con-
tinue to help.

“Cristiano is a forward; he 
wants to score goals. Frustra-
tion is normal, but there was no 
one more frustrated than any-
one else.

“We were all very frustrated 
– there is no need to make a 
soap opera around Cristiano.” 
Ronaldo has just one goal and 
one assist for club and coun-
try this season, but Fernandes 
added: “He has done what he 
has to do; the goals will appear.

“This is a phase. When the 
goals start to appear, he will 
have more capacity and tran-
quillity to continue scoring 
many goals for our national 
team. We cannot forget that he 
is the best scorer ever.” 

After two disappointing in-
ternational tournaments, not 
progressing past the last 16 at 
either the 2018 World Cup or 
Euro 2020, Qatar provides an 
opportunity for Portugal to set 
things right.  

“[The Nations League] 
doesn’t get in the way,” Fer-
nandes said. 

“The World Cup is a com-
pletely different competition.”

Portugal’s forward Cristiano Ron-
aldo vies with Spain’s midfielder 
Rodrigo Hernandez (L) during the 
UEFA Nations League, league A, 
Group 2 match at the Municipal 
Stadium in Braga on Tuesday. (AFP)

Tunisia were reduced to 
10 men before the break 
with Bronn shown a 
straight red card for a rash 
challenge on Neymar.

MADRID: Karim Benzema is 
“feeling very good” and is ready 
to play a part in Real Madrid’s 
next match after returning to train-
ing on Wednesday. The France 
striker missed Madrid’s last three 
matches prior to the interna-
tional break with a knee injury and 
played no part in his country’s two 
Nations League games. However, 
Benzema has recovered from the 
injury sustained against Celtic on 
September 6 and is in contention 
to start Sunday’s LaLiga clash 
against Osasuna. “I’m pleased 
to be back with the team,” he 
told the club’s official website. 
“It’s been some time [away] and 
I’ve had time to do a pre-season.  
“I’m feeling very good, comfort-
able. I’m looking forward to the 
game on Sunday. “I’ve been doing 
a lot of fitness work. I’ve not 
touched the ball but I trained for 
the first time today. I’ve done a lot 
of running and strength training 
over the past few days. “I also 
worked out at home. I was a bit 
late back from my holidays and 
I didn’t have much time to do a 
good pre-season, which is why I’ve 
done it now and I feel very good.” 
(STATS Perform/DPA)

Real’s Benzema  
back in training and 
‘feeling very good’

 Quick read
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STANDINGS leader Max Ver-
stappen says there is no rush to 
wrap up the Formula One title 
this weekend and he will sim-
ply be looking to achieve the 
best result possible at the Sin-
gapore Grand Prix.

Red Bull’s defending cham-
pion could be crowned again 
on Sunday if he wins the race 
and the results of rivals go his 
way - in permutations which 
are complicated by a point also 
being awarded for fastest lap.

In essence he needs to out-
score Ferrari’s Charles Leclerc 
by 22 points, team mate Ser-
gio Perez by 13 and Mercedes’ 
George Russell by six.

But with a 116-point lead in 
the standings after 11 wins this 
term and five in a row, it is only 
a matter of time with six races 
remaining.

“I don’t really think about 
the championship, I just want 
to have a positive weekend on 
track and take it race by race, 
there’s no rush,” the 24-year-
old Dutchman said in a team 
statement on Wednesday.

F1 has not been to Singa-
pore for a street circuit night 
race for two years because of 

the coronavirus pandemic and 
Verstappen is happy to be back.

“We haven’t been to Sin-
gapore for a while so it will be 
interesting to see how the track 
has evolved. It’s definitely one of 
the best races of the year and it’s 
a beautiful place to be,” he said.

“It’s important to have a 
good qualifying lap here so 
we’ll be focussing on that.” 

Williams driver Albon  
fit to return 
Williams driver Alexander Al-
bon will return to the cockpit 
at this weekend’s Singapore 
Grand Prix after missing the 
last race due to appendicitis 
and then suffering respiratory 
failure.

Replacement Nyck de Vries 
finished a heady ninth on debut 
at the Italian Grand Prix three 
weeks ago but Thai Albon is fit 
again for the Asian swing of the 
calendar. His severe breathing 
problems led to a spell in inten-
sive care following a rare reac-
tion to the anaesthetic.

“My preparation for Singa-
pore has been a little different 
than normal but I’m feeling 
good and I’ve done everything 
possible to get ready for one of 
the most physical races on the 
calendar,” he said in a team 

statement on Wednesday.
“I am not underestimating 

how big of a challenge this is go-
ing to be, but I am looking for-
ward to hitting the track on Fri-

day and getting back driving.” 
Singapore is seen as a tough 
race due to the tight street cir-
cuit and high humidity.

Nicholas Latifi will race 

alongside Albon for Williams 
but has already been ditched for 
next season, possibly opening 
the door for De Vries, who may 
though have better options.

Inconsistent German Mick 
Schumacher is reportedly also 
among the potential candi-
dates with his future at Haas 
uncertain.

Singapore F1 GP: Verstappen in no hurry to clinch title

This picture shows the installation for the upcoming Formula One Singapore Grand Prix night race at the Marina Bay Street Circuit in Singapore. (AFP)
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FORMULA One team Mer-
cedes have extended their 
sponsorship and technical 
partnership deal with Malay-
sian oil firm Petronas in a bid 
to get ahead of the 2026 change 
to sustainable fuels.

Mercedes have amassed 115 
Grand Prix wins and eight con-
structors’ championships since 
2010 with Petronas at their 
side and now want to take ad-
vantage of the partnership in a 
new era for the sport. 

F1 is targeting a 50% elec-
trification of the power unit 
and development of road-rel-
evant 100% advanced sustain-
able fuels from 2026.

“Today we are doing some-
thing a little bit unusual - an-
nouncing a partnership that 
will begin in four years’ time. 
This sends an important mes-
sage: our team and Petronas 
are no longer just partners, we 
are family, and we will be one 

team for many more years to 
come,” team principal Toto 
Wolff said in a statement on 
Wednesday.

“From 2026, advanced sus-
tainable fuel will be at the heart 
of F1 performance - and this 
gives us a fantastic opportunity 
to demonstrate our expertise in 
this domain.” 

F1 returns with the Singa-
pore Grand Prix this weekend. 
But big changes are afoot in 
coming years, with six sprint 
races announced on Tuesday 
for next season and an even 
bigger revolution coming in 
2026.

Petronas chief executive 
Datuk Tengku Muhammad 
Taufik said: “Petronas looks 
forward to charting the next 
chapter with a focus on ad-
vanced sustainable fuel for 
Mercedes and its customer 
teams.

“At the heart of our efforts 
will be sustainability - as we all 
progress towards a lower-car-
bon future.”

Mercedes eye 2026  
fuel advantage after  
new Petronas deal

From L-R: Mercedes’ British driver Lewis Hamilton, Petronas President 
Tengku Muhammad Taufik, Mercedes’ British driver George Russell,  
and Mercedes’ Austrian team principal Toto Wolff (R) following a  
signing ceremony in Kuala Lumpur on Wednesday, ahead of this  
weekend’s Formula One Singapore Grand Prix. (AFP)

Multiple records for Suryakumar 
in India’s big win over S Africa

AGENCIES
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM 

SURYAKUMAR Yadav became 
the highest run-scorer for India 
in a calendar year in T20Is dur-
ing the first T20I against South 
Africa on Wednesday.

Suryakumar Yadav contin-
ued his incredible run in T20Is 
in 2022, completing more than 
700 runs in the format in the 
year. His tally of runs in T20Is 
in 2022 is a record for an In-
dian batter with Suryakumar 
going past Shikhar Dhawan’s 
689 runs in 2018 in the format.

What makes his record even 
more outrageous is the fact that 
Yadav has scored these runs at 
a strike rate of more than 180 
and an average more than 40.

Walking in at No.4 in the 
first T20I against South Africa 
with India reduced to 17/2 in 
the seventh over, Yadav hit 
two sixes off his first three balls 
to give the Indian innings a 
change in momentum after a 
slow start.

He remained unbeaten on 
50 off 33 balls as India scaled 
the target with more than three 
overs to spare.

With the two sixes early in 
the innings, Yadav also went 
past Pakistan’s Mohammad Ri-
zwan to record the most sixes 
in any calendar year in T20Is. 
Rizwan held the record for his 
42 sixes in 2021 with Martin 
Guptill also smashing 41 sixes 
in 2021.

Yadav has taken his tally of 

sixes to 45 in 2022 already, a 
record in all T20Is, with three 
more months to widen the gap 

with Rizwan. While Rizwan 
took 26 innings to make 42 six-
es, Suryakumar has broken the 

record batting five times fewer.
Yadav is up to second po-

sition in the latest MRF Tyres 
ICC Men’s T20I Player Rank-
ings with 801 rating points af-
ter his half-century in the third 
and final T20I against Austral-
ia in Hyderabad.

Scores: India 110 for 2 (Rahul 
51*, Suryakumar 50*) beat 
South Africa 106 for 8 (Maharaj 
41, Arshdeep 3-32, Chahar 2-24) 
by eight wickets.

India’s Suryakumar Yadav celebrates after winning the first Twenty20 international against South Africa at the 
Greenfield International Stadium in Thiruvananthapuram on Wednesday. (AFP)

Player  Runs  Batting Avg   Strike Rate  Year
Suryakumar Yadav  732  40.66  180.29  2022
Shikhar Dhawan  689  40.52  147.22  2018
Virat Kohli  641  106.83  140.26  2016
Rohit Sharma  590  36.87  147.5  2018
Rohit Sharma  497  29.23  131.48  2016
Rohit Sharma  497  26.15  146.17  2022

Runs & Scoring Rate

Pakistan pip England to take 3-2 lead
AGENCIES

LAHORE  

PAKISTAN took a 3-2 lead in 
their seven-match Twenty20 
series against England with a 
six-run victory in a low-scoring 
match on Wednesday, reports 
BBC.com.

Chasing just 146 for the 
win, England never recovered 
from a poor start in the power-
play that saw them reduced to 
31-3 inside five overs.

A defiant knock from cap-
tain Moeen Ali, who ended 
unbeaten on 51, left England 
needing 15 runs off the last 
over, but some superb death 
bowling from debutant Aamir 
Jamal saw them fall just short 
on 139-7.

Earlier, England fast bowl-
er Mark Wood took 3-20 as 
Pakistan were bowled out for 
145 after 19 overs, Mohammad 
Rizwan the only batter to offer 
resistance with 63 from 46 de-
liveries.

The penultimate game of the 
seven-match series takes place 
on Friday, again in Lahore.

After failing to chase down 

167 in Sunday’s fourth T20, 
a poor start with the bat cost 
England again in a match they 
looked in control of at the half-
way stage.

Alex Hales sliced Moham-
mad Nawaz straight to back-
ward point from the fifth ball of 
the innings, fellow opener Phil 
Salt heaved Haris Rauf to deep 

square leg two overs later and 
Ben Duckett was also caught on 
the boundary off Mohammad 
Wasim.

Pakistan’s spinners - Nawaz, 

Shadab Khan and Iftikhar 
Ahmed - were superb in restrict-
ing England’s scoring in the 
middle overs and ensuring they 
never got a grip of the run rate.

There was no boundary 
off the bat for 28 deliveries at 
one stage and, when Jamal re-
moved Sam Curran with just 
his second ball in international 
cricket, England were 85-6.

Moeen’s gritty knock, fea-
turing two fours and four sixes, 
gave England hope, but he was 
left with too much to do.

The major plus point on an 
otherwise poor evening was 
the performance of Wood, who 
has taken 6-44 across his two 
matches as he continues his re-
turn from six months out with 
an elbow injury.

There was also a first in-
ternational appearance since 
March for Warwickshire all-
rounder Woakes, as England’s 
injury problems continue to ease 
ahead of the T20 World Cup.
Scores: Pakistan 145 (19 overs): 
Rizwan 63 (46); Wood 3-20 bt 
England 139-7 (20 overs): Moeen 
51* (37); Rauf 2-41 by six runs; 
lead series 3-2.

Pakistan’s players celebrate their win in the fifth Twenty20 international cricket match between Pakistan and 
England at the Gaddafi Cricket Stadium in Lahore on Wednesday. (AFP)

Australia have upped the ante 
in their quest to retain their ICC 
Men’s T20 World Cup crown by 
recalling a quartet of big guns for 
their upcoming two-match T20I 
series at home against the West 
Indies. The series will form a 
crucial period for Australia ahead 
of the start of the T20 World Cup 
next month and selectors have 
opted to recall four players that 
missed the recent three-game 
series in India. Opener David 
Warner, all-rounders Mitchell 
Marsh and Marcus Stoinis, and 
veteran pacer Mitchell Starc all 
return to the fold, while young 
star Cameron Green will get 
another chance to prove his T20I 
credentials as he is also includ-
ed in the 16-player squad. 
Australia squad: Aaron Finch 
(c), Sean Abbott, Pat Cummins, 
Tim David, Cameron Green, Josh 
Hazlewood, Josh Inglis, Mitchell 
Marsh, Glenn Maxwell, Daniel 
Sams, Steve Smith, Mitchell Starc, 
Marcus Stoinis, Matthew Wade, 
David Warner, Adam Zampa.

Australia recall star 
quartet for upcoming 

West Indies series
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