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TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

THE Committee for Corniche 
Street closure implementa-
tion plan has announced the 
implementation of a vehicle 
plate management scheme  to 
reduce traffic in Central Doha. 

The plan – which will be 
implemented every Friday 
from 3PM-10PM starting from 
September 30 – will divert ve-
hicles with general transport 
number plates and black pri-
vate transport number plates 
away from Central Doha. The 
area covered under the plan 
spans from Al Khafji Street 
from the north, C-Ring Road 
from the west and south and 
Corniche Street from the east. 

The plan will  come into full 
effect daily from November 1, 
coinciding with Qatar’s hosting 
of the FIFA World Cup 2022. 

People who own only one 
vehicle (with either a general 

transport number plate or pri-
vate black number plate), as 
well as Mowasalat and Qatar 
Rail public transport vehicles 

and emergency vehicles are 
exempted from the plan and 
will be able to access these 
roads. 

The committee added that 
relevant authorities will issue 
fines – based on Article 49 –  
for all vehicles that access Cen-
tral Doha during the imple-
mentation periods of the plan 
and do not meet the exemption 
criteria. 

The vehicle plate manage-
ment plan is part of the travel 
demand management meas-
ures that have been designed 
to minimize traffic during the 
FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 
and ensure smooth transpor-
tation operations through the 
country.

It was tested during the re-
cent Lusail Super Cup to assess 
its effectiveness in improving 
the flow of traffic around the 
country.  

Based on the results, it was 
decided to implement the plan 
during this year’s FIFA World 
Cup to support the efforts of 
various stakeholders in ensur-
ing smooth transport experi-
ences in Central Doha during 
the tournament.

General, black pvt number 
plate vehicle movements 
to be regulated on Fridays

THE Cabinet has welcomed the 
outcome of the talks of His High-
ness the Amir of State of Qatar 
Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al Tha-
ni with Chancellor of the Federal 
Republic of Germany Olaf Scholz. 
The Cabinet, chaired by Prime 
Minister and Minister of Interior 
HE Sheikh Khalid bin Khalifa 
bin Abdulaziz Al Thani, affirmed 
that the visit of Olaf Scholz to 
Doha constituted an important 
addition to the course of the 
distinguished friendly relations 
between Qatar and Germany and 
contributed to strengthening the 
strategic partnership between 
the two countries. (QNA)

Cabinet hails results  
of Amir-German  
chancellor talks

HIS Highness the Amir of State 
of Qatar Sheikh Tamim bin 
Hamad Al Thani has sent a cable 
of congratulations to HRH Crown 
Prince and Prime Minister of the 
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia Prince 
Mohammed bin Salman bin 
Abdulaziz Al Saud on the occa-
sion of his appointment as Prime 
Minister, wishing him success 
and the relations between the 
two countries further develop-
ment and growth. (QNA)

Amir congratulates 
Saudi Crown Prince

QNA
TOKYO

HIS Highness the Amir of State 
of Qatar Sheikh Tamim bin 
Hamad Al Thani on Wednesday 
met HM Emperor Naruhito of 
Japan at the Imperial Palace in 
the capital, Tokyo.

At the outset of the meet-
ing, HH the Amir expressed 
to His Majesty the Emperor, 
his sincere condolences on 
the death of former Japanese 
Prime Minister Shinzo Abe.

During the meeting, they 
reviewed the close relations 
between the two friendly coun-
tries, and exchanged talks on 
a number of issues of mutual 
interest.

Amir meets 
Emperor  
of Japan

Infra development in 3,767 plots completed
QNA
DOHA

THE Public Works Authority 
(Ashghal) has announced com-
pletion of services for 3,767 
land plots within the citizens’ 
subdivisions projects of the 
Local Areas Infrastructure 
Programme implemented by 
Ashghal in various areas in the 
north, west and south of Qatar.

Northern areas projects in-
clude package 2 of Al Kharaiti-
yat and Izghawa project, pack-
ages 1 and 5 of Al Ebb and 
Leabaib project, package 1 of 
Semaisma West and South pro-
ject, and package 1 of Al Egda, 
Al Haidan and Al Khor project. 

As for the western areas, 
projects include package 2 of 
North of Qatar Mall and the 
Celebrations Road project, 
and packages 2 and 3 of West 
Muaither (Al Manaseer). In the 
Southern areas, the served land 

plots are located within pack-
ages 1, 3 and 7 of Al Mashaf 
South project.

Eng. Youssef Al Emadi, 
Projects Affairs Director at 
Ashghal, stated that Ashghal 
pays special attention to roads 
and infrastructure develop-

ment projects in existing and 
new citizens’ subdivisions, with 
an aim to provide an integrated 
and developed internal roads 
network that connects between 
streets and main roads, in ad-
dition to providing infrastruc-
ture services to allow citizens 

to build their houses in new 
areas, and providing developed 
and highly efficient services in 
existing areas.

Eng. Saoud Al Tamimi, 
Manager of the Roads Projects 
Department, clarified that the 
completed phases serve a total 
of 3,767 plots, and they are part 
of projects that will serve a total 
of 8,821 plots upon completion 
of all phases. 

He added these projects 
will provide efficient and safe 
roads networks with a length 
of about 247 km, in addition to 
176 km of drainage networks, 
108 km of TSE networks, 233 
km of surface and groundwater 
drainage networks.

This is in addition to elec-
tricity and lighting lines and 
facilities related to these ser-
vices, as well as pedestrian and 
cycling paths and car parking.

Unauthorised vehicles plying on  
A-Ring Road Bus Lane to be fined

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

THE Committee for Corniche Street closure 
implementation plan has announced that 
fines will be issued for violations of the dedi-
cated Public Bus Lane on A-Ring Road start-
ing from October 2, 2022. 

The committee noted that the lane is des-
ignated for the use of public buses, taxis, and 
authorised vehicles only, adding that relevant 
authorities will issue fines – based on Article 
49 – for all unauthorised vehicles that use the 
lane, which are allowed to use the lane from 
2AM – 8AM only. 

It is worth noting that the designation of 
the lane for public buses, taxis, and author-
ised vehicles only was announced in July as 
one of the measures designed by the Commit-

tee to provide smooth transport experiences 
for fans during the FIFA World Cup Qatar 
2022. 

The A-Ring Road is considered one of 
Doha’s most vital roads, as it links a variety of 
commercial and residential areas and service 
facilities, as well as many tourist destinations.

The move aims to 
reduce traffic in 
Central Doha

SC to open Hayya service 
centre to support FIFA  

World Cup ticketholders

THE Supreme Committee for Delivery & Legacy (SC) will open a 
Hayya service centre on Saturday to assist fans attending this 
year’s FIFA World Cup. Located at Ali Bin Hamad Al Attiyah Arena, 
the service centre will provide face-to-face support for fans with 
Hayya Card inquiries. Fans will also be able to print their cards 
at the facility. The centre will be open from 10 am to 10 pm daily 
and 2 pm to 10 pm on Fridays, until January 23, 2023. PAGE 6

Continued on page 2 

We expect profits from 
Qatar World Cup to 

reach $17 bn: Al Khater
TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK

DOHA

QATAR 2022 World Cup CEO 
Nasser Al Khater has said the 
profits from the World Cup is ex-
pected to be around $17 billion.

“We expect the profits to 
reach $17 billion,” Al Khater 
told Khadija Bin Qena of Al-
Jazeera Podcast.

He said the cost of infra-
structure and construction ex-
penses for the World Cup has 
reached $8 billion, which is 
relatively close to the cost of 
previous World Cups.

“This means we will 
achieve revenues that are dou-
ble the cost. Qatar will reap the 
fruits of the World Cup during 
and after the tournament,” he 
added.

Al Khater also spoke about 
the large number of visitors 
who will come to Qatar to 
watch the matches and to dis-
cover its culture. 

He also pointed out that 
the number of followers of the 
World Cup from outside Qatar 
will reach record levels. 

He said according to stud-

ies conducted by the Supreme 
Committee for Delivery and 
Legacy, it is expected that be-
tween 3 and 4 billion people 
around the world will watch the 
Qatar World Cup 2022. 

In response to a question 
about large number of peo-
ple visiting Qatar within a few 
weeks from now and the extent 
of Qatar’s readiness to deal 
with them, Al Khater stated 
that Qatar is fully prepared for 
the World Cup. 

He said study shows that 
Qatar is waiting for nearly 
one million people, including 
12,000  from the media, during 
the World Cup.

Nasser Al Khater.
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Deputy Amir sends greetings to Saudi 
Crown Prince
THE Deputy Amir His Highness Sheikh Abdullah bin Hamad 
Al Thani sent a cable of congratulations to Crown Prince and 
Prime Minister of Saudi Arabia HRH Prince Mohammed bin 
Salman bin Abdulaziz Al Saud on his appointment as the prime 
minister. (QNA)

PM congratulates Saudi Crown Prince
PRIME Minister and Minister of Interior HE Sheikh Khalid bin 
Khalifa bin Abdulaziz Al Thani sent a cable of congratulations 
to Crown Prince and Prime Minister of Saudi Arabia HRH Prince 
Mohammed bin Salman bin Abdulaziz Al Saud on his appoint-
ment as the prime minister. (QNA) 

Quick read

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

THE Communications Regu-
latory Authority (CRA) issued 
on Wednesday an Individual 
Licence for the Provision 
of Public Satellite Telecom-
munications Networks and 
Services to Starlink Satellite 
Qatar W.L.L. This follows the 
decision of Minister of Com-
munications and Information 
Technology His Excellency 
Mohammed bin Ali Al-Man-
nai.

Starlink Satellite Qatar 
has recently been established 
in Qatar by the leading inter-
national company SpaceX. 
This Licence authorises Star-
link Satellite Qatar to provide 
satellite broadband Internet 
services to individuals and en-
terprises in the State of Qatar 
via the Low-Earth Orbit (LEO) 
satellite constellation of 
SpaceX, which provides com-
prehensive global Internet 
service coverage. The main 
services that Starlink Satel-
lite Qatar intends to provide 
in the country include direct-
to-consumer satellite Internet 
service and “Starlink Premi-
um” service which is designed 
specifically for businesses and 
high-demand users and allows 
download speeds of 150-500 
Megabits per second (Mbps) 
and latency of 20-40 millisec-
onds (ms), in addition to other 
services that may benefit the 
local mobile operators.

The Licence granted to 
Starlink Satellite Qatar con-
tributes to enhancing the 
availability of telecommuni-
cations services in remote lo-
cations away from the main-
land, especially in areas where 
the services of the current 
licenced companies are not 
fully available (such as oil and 
gas platforms at sea, ships, 
yachts, and aircrafts), pro-
vide complementary and al-
ternative telecommunications 
services for individuals and 
enterprises consumers, and 
provide back-up communica-
tions throughout the State of 
Qatar in the event of a major 
outage in telecommunications 
networks.

The grant of this Licence is 
consistent with international 
trends in the field. It contrib-
utes to the development of the 
Information and Communica-
tions Technology (ICT) sector 
and encourages more foreign 
investments in the country, 
therefore diversifying the na-
tional economy, which supports 
Qatar National Vision 2030.

The grant of this individ-
ual licence followed consulta-
tion with the stakeholders and 
relevant government entities.

The licence can be ac-
cessed through CRA’s website 
via the below link:

https://www.cra.gov.qa/
en/documents/decision-of-
the-minister-of-communica-
tions-and-information-tech-
nology-no-9-of-2022

CRA issues telecommunications 
licence to Starlink Satellite Qatar

Cabinet approves Qatar-Belize draft agreement on air services
QNA 
DOHA

PRIME Minister and Minister of 
Interior HE Sheikh Khalid bin 
Khalifa bin Abdulaziz Al Thani 
chaired the Cabinet’s regular 
meeting held at its seat at the 
Amiri Diwan on Wednesday.

Following the meeting, Min-
ister of State for Cabinet Affairs 
HE Mohammed bin Abdul-
lah Al Sulaiti said the Cabinet 
approved a draft air services 
agreement between the govern-
ment of Qatar and the govern-
ment of Belize.

The Cabinet took the nec-
essary measures to ratify an 
agreement on technical and 
economic cooperation in the 
field of infrastructure invest-
ments between the government 
of t Qatar and the government 
of the Democratic Republic of 
Congo.

The Cabinet followed up on 
the arrangements and prepa-
rations for hosting the FIFA 
World Cup Qatar 2022 and 
took the appropriate decision in 
this regard. The Cabinet also re-
viewed the first and second re-
ports on developments related 
to the implementation of Law 
No 22 of 2021 regulating health-
care services within the country 

and took the appropriate deci-
sion regarding them.

The Cabinet, through the 
presentation by Minister of 
Commerce and Industry on 
the public-private partnership 
(PPP) policy and projects, was 
briefed on the objectives of the 
partnership, including enhanc-
ing the participation of the pri-
vate sector in the development 

of public assets, developing the 
capacity of the private sector, 
and encouraging competition 
to achieve a diversified local 
economy. 

The Cabinet was also 
briefed on the PPP policy and 
objectives and its implemented 
projects, those under imple-
mentation and future projects.

The Cabinet listened to the 
presentation by President of 
the Civil Service and Govern-
ment Development Bureau on 
the monthly report on Qataris 
employment via the Kawader 
platform, including the data on 
the number of job seekers regis-
tered on the platform, available 
jobs, replacement jobs and job 
seekers’ requests, the employ-
ment in the public and private 
sectors, interviews with job 
seekers in the government sec-
tor, and adjustments and solu-
tions in this regard.

Labour ministry honours Vodafone 
for its efforts on Qatarisation policy

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

VODAFONE Qatar has been 
recognised for its efforts on Qa-
tarisation and the development 
of the private sector through its 
programmes and services, at a 
recent event hosted by the Min-
istry of Labour in Qatar. 

The award highlights Voda-
fone’s role in promoting Qa-
tarisation and its commitment 
to developing Qatari youth. The 
company continuously aims to 
develop the talents of Qatari 
youth by providing them with 
the knowledge and skills to 

help them build their careers, 
as well as providing them with 
internships, enabling them to 
enhance their skills and create 

opportunities later in their ca-
reers. 

An example of Vodafone’s 
commitment is its recent part-

nership with the University of 
Doha for Science and Tech-
nology (UDST), which aims to 
establish a cooperation frame-
work that benefits both stu-
dents and employees. 

Chief Human Resources 
Officer at Vodafone Qatar 
Khames Mohammed Alnaimi 
said, “We are very excited to 
receive this award, and it is a 
pleasure to be able to provide 
support and opportunities to 
the next generation of bright 
minds in this country, as well 
as offer them benefits, through 
training, support and employ-
ment at Vodafone.”

QATAR, EUROPEAN EXTERNAL ACTION SERVICE HOLD POLITI-
CAL CONSULTATIONS: The second round of political consultations 
between the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and the European External 
Action Service (EEAS) was held in Doha on Wednesday. The Qa-
tari side was led by Minister of State for Foreign Affairs HE Sultan 
bin Saad Al Muraikhi and the European side was headed by EEAS 
Deputy Secretary-General for Political Affairs Enrique Mora. The 
political consultations dealt with reviewing cooperation relations and 
ways to support and enhance them. (QNA)

Qatar-Saudi meeting on fan entry mechanisms begins

QNA
DOHA

THE third Qatari-Saudi coordination meet-
ing on entry procedures for FIFA World 
Cup Qatar 2022 arrivals through the Abu 
Samra border crossing began on Wednes-
day. The meeting will last two days.

The Qatari delegation was led by Brig. 
Gen. Nasser bin Abdullah Al-Thani, Di-
rector of the Border Passports Depart-
ment, while the Saudi delegation was led 

by Assistant Director-General of Port Af-
fairs Brig. Gen. Saud bin Bandar Al Sur.

Brig. Gen. Nasser bin Abdullah Al-
Thani welcomed the Saudi delegation to 
Qatar, wishing them success and hop-
ing that their efforts would bear fruit in 
bringing about the necessary coordina-
tion that contributes to the smooth entry 
of the masses into the State of Qatar.

He stated that the current meeting is 
a continuation of the previous two meet-
ings, with the goal of improving joint co-

operation regarding entry and exit during 
the World Cup period.

The meeting will go over the most re-
cent developments regarding the entry 
mechanisms approved for arrivals into 
the State of Qatar during the FIFA World 
Cup Qatar 2022 via the Abu Samra bor-
der crossing. It will also go over a number 
of issues raised during the previous meet-
ing, as well as the coordination reached 
by the two parties and other items on the 
agenda.

Ashghal serves 1,052 plots in western 
areas & 1,721 plots in northern areas

Continued from page 1

ASHGHAL has served a total 
of 1,052 plots in western ar-
eas, including 311 plots in West 
Muaither (Al Manaseer), and 
741 plots in North of Qatar Mall 
and the Celebrations Road, as 
these areas have been provided 
with an internal roads network, 
sewage and drainage lines, in 
addition to pedestrian and cy-
cling paths, and car parking.

A total of 994 plots have been 
served for citizens’ land plots 
in the southern areas that are 
mainly concentrated in Al Meshaf 
South within different packages, 
to provide connectivity to the area 
through construction of roads and 
infrastructure services in the area. 

Ashghal has served a total of 1,721 
plots in northern areas, including 
652 plots in Al Kharaitiyat and 
Izghawa, 688 plots in Al Ebb and 
Leabaib, 169 plots in Semaisma, 
212 plots in Al Egda, Al Haidan, 
and Al Khor.

Works included the develop-
ment of internal roads and infra-

structure services, provision of 
car parking and pedestrian and 
cycling paths, in addition to the 
development of drainage net-
works services.

To facilitate implementation 
of projects, Ashghal has signed 
several memoranda of under-
standing with various service and 
governmental entities to enhance 
cooperation between all parties 
and benefit from resources and 
expertise in many areas, in the 
interest of the public and citizens.

Since 2018, Ashghal has 
launched a package of contrac-
tual enhancements for infra-
structure projects in citizens’ 
subdivisions and existing areas, 
with the aim of streamlining the 
implementation of works and re-

ducing their impact on the daily 
life of residents, while achieving 
quick responses to their demands 
and suggestions.

One of these contractual en-
hancements is dividing the work 
of each roads and infrastructure 
project into several geographical 
areas (zoning), in order minimize 
the negative effects of construc-
tion works, instead of carrying 
out works in all of the project area 
simultaneously, which increases 
the period of local road projects.

Enhanced contracts include 
the appointment of public rela-
tions officers to coordinate with 
the residents regarding any works 
that may affect their daily lives, 
such as traffic diversion, drainage 
connections, etc.
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Qatar keen to become ICAO 
Council’s member: Al Sulaiti

Tribune news neTwork
Montreal - Canada 

Qatar is looking forward to 
becoming an International Civil 
aviation Organization (ICaO) 
Council member out of its belief 
it can contribute significantly 
to finding solutions to the chal-
lenges that the aviation industry 
is facing nowadays and to serve 
the global aviation community, 
Minister of transport HE Jassim 
Saif ahmed al Sulaiti has said.

addressing at the 41st Ses-
sion of the International Civil 
aviation Organization (ICaO) 
assembly, which began at ICaO 
Headquarters in Montreal, Can-
ada, Sulaiti highlighted Qatar’s 
major and well-considered steps 
towards achieving remarkable 
progress in the civil aviation in-
dustry by creating and modern-
ising a world-class infrastructure 
that can help achieve sustainable 
development and fulfil universal 
environmental standards, in line 
with the Qatar National Vision 
2030 goals.

the minister looked back on 
the national carrier’s and Qatari 
civil aviation sector’s milestones 
globally and humanitarianly dur-
ing the Coronavirus pandemic. 

He also highlighted Qatar’s 
endeavours to provide civil avia-
tion workforce in several coun-
tries with training and skills to 
increase their capacity to hon-
our the ICaO’s Standards and 
recommended Practices, and 
enhance civil aviation safety in 
those countries.

He also outlined Qatar’s con-
tributions in supporting some of 
the ICaO’s programmes.

Sulaiti, who led Qatar’s del-

egation to the event, reaffirmed 
Qatar’s commitment to embody-
ing ICaO’s principles – the or-
ganisation that aims for a safe, 
environmentally sound and 
sustainable development of the 
global civil aviation, in addition 
to boosting its partnership with 
the ICaO and Member States.

Qatar’s ambassador to Can-
ada HE Dr Khalid bin rashid al 
Mansouri, Director of Depart-
ment of International Organiza-
tions at the Ministry of Foreign 
affairs ali bin Khalfan al Man-
souri, Mohamed Faleh alhajri, 

who is in charge of managing the 
Qatar Civil aviation authority 
(QCaa), and Permanent repre-
sentative of Qatar to ICaO Eissa 
abdullah al Malki attended the 
Session.

Qatar earlier applied for an 
ICaO Council membership on 
Category C for a three-year term. 

Elections will be held at the 
meetings of this 41st assembly 
Session to elect only 36 countries 
to form up a fresh ICaO Council. 
Meetings continue until this Oc-
tober 7.

the 41st Session assembly 

is being attended by the ICaO’s 
193 Member States, in addition 
to several international organiza-
tions. Qatar joined the ICaO on 
September 5, 1971 and has ever 
since contributed to supporting 
ICaO achieve its strategic objec-
tives as well as several efforts to 
enhance the future of aviation 
industry. 

On the sidelines of the event, 
the Minister of transport met 
separately with transport Min-
ister of France Clément Beaune 
and Minister of transport and 
Logistics of Morocco Moham-
med abdeljalil.

During the meetings, they re-
viewed relations between Qatar 
and each of the two countries in 
the fields of transportation, ser-
vices and civil aviation, and the 
ways to develop them.

ambassador of Qatar to 
Canada HE Dr Khalid bin rashid 
al Mansouri and Director of 
Department of International 
Organizations at the Ministry of 
Foreign affairs HE ambassador 
ali bin Khalfan al Mansouri at-
tended the meeting.

Mowasalat organises training on 
fighting fires in electric vehicles

Tribune news neTwork
doha

aS an initiative to ensure maximum 
safety for passengers and drivers, Mo-
wasalat (Karwa) organised the first-
ever firefighting training in Qatar for 
electric vehicles, especially for those 
with lithium-ion batteries, in coopera-
tion with a specialised US company.

the training was conducted over 
four days at the Mowasalat (Karwa) 
Headquarters and at ras Laffan. the 
event was attended by a diverse group 
of Mowasalat (Karwa) staff together 
with representatives from the General 
Directorate of Civil Defence. 

During the four-day exercise, the 
attendees were trained in the manage-
ment of a variety of disaster situations, 
from full-scale electric vehicle crash 
damage to multiple ignition scenarios 
associated with electric vehicles. the 
training prop bus to facilitate the prac-
tical training was supplied by Yutong 
Buses for performing emergency oper-
ation techniques in a controlled set-up.

the first day was spent with an 
overview of electric vehicles, followed 
by discussions on electric vehicle safety 
and lithium-ion battery fire behaviour. 
the second training day focused on 
electric vehicle shutdown and hazard 

management, with a special focus on 
passenger and special needs passen-
gers’ evacuation. 

the following two days focused 
more on practical sessions conducted 
at the live site. the attendees were 
trained with a live burning battery and 
were instructed on fire suppression 
tactics and operations. the conclud-
ing day of the training also integrated 
Civil Defence support with water extin-
guishers, extrication, and hand tools to 
access areas of the burnt bus and the 
lithium-ion battery. 

the attendees learnt to apply 
“forced-entry” operations for gas sam-
pling and rapid access to the external 

compartment doors, housing the bat-
tery. the simulation taught the attend-
ees the mechanism of using water flow 
without touching the burnt battery.

after the training, and in line with 
Mowasalat (Karwa)’s commitment 
to sustainability, particular empha-
sis was placed on waste management 
and disposal of burnt lithium-ion bat-
teries and the waste generated from 
the simulation and practical sessions. 
this was also in line with Mowasalat 
(Karwa)’s vision to achieve circularity 
in the country’s public transportation 
by recycling or repurposing used bat-
teries, tyres, and other parts of used 
buses.

Tamuq, AIN Holdings bring experts together 
to discuss industrial repair and maintenance

Tribune news neTwork
doha

tExaS a&M University at Qatar 
(tamuq), a Qatar Foundation uni-
versity, in partnership with aIN 
Holdings, hosted the Forum for 
Industrial repair and Maintenance 
(FIrM). almost 100 participants, 
including representatives from 
government agencies and indus-
try, attended the forum, which was 
sponsored by Qatar technical In-
ternational Metal Industries. 

the forum was a platform for 
exchange of expertise and knowl-
edge in the important field of in-
dustrial repair and maintenance. 
Qatar is developing mega indus-
trial facilities and plants, and has 
recently placed strategic emphasis 
on developing a manufacturing 
sector that relies on an efficient 
supply chain system of compo-
nents and tools. 

During his welcome address, Dr 
César Octavio Malavé, dean of ta-
muq, said that collaboration among 
all stakeholders, including govern-

ment and industry, is key to ensure 
resilience for the country. 

He said, “as texas a&M at Qa-
tar continues into its 20th year in 
Qatar, we are committed to devel-
oping engineering leaders who can 
have a direct positive impact on Qa-
tar’s economy. We are delighted to 
host experts in the field to explore 
opportunities and challenges facing 
the industrial repair and mainte-
nance sector in Qatar. texas a&M 
at Qatar looks forward to receiv-
ing feedback from the participants 
so we can develop the educational 
and training programmes needed 
to elevate knowledge in Qatar and 

worldwide in this important field.” 
the forum brought experts 

and other stakeholders together 
to share ideas among the educa-
tional, technical, and business sec-
tors regarding opportunities and 
challenges facing industrial repair 
and maintenance sector in Qatar. 
It served as a platform for develop-
ing partnerships that enhance ex-
pertise and advance capabilities in 
industrial repair and maintenance. 
the participants also discussed 
educational and training programs 
that are needed to elevate knowl-
edge and introduce state-of-the-
practice in this field.

QRCS and Syria’s 
White Helmets sign 
deal on cooperation

Tribune news neTwork
doha

Qatar red Crescent Society 
(QrCS) has signed a memoran-
dum of understanding (MoU) 
with Syria Civil Defense (the 
White Helmets) to establish 
bilateral cooperation in aware-
ness-raising, shared public and 
administrative activities, non-
technical surveys of local ar-
eas/communities to check risks 
of explosive remnants of war 
(ErW), infection control, supply 
of oxygen and personal protec-
tive equipment (PPE) for medi-
cal facilities, and medical waste 
incineration.

Mazen abdullah Mohamed, 
head of QrCS’s representation 
office in turkey, and raed al-
Saleh, head of Syrian Civil De-
fence, signed the Memorandum 
of Understanding. Dr. Hashem 
Darwish, head of programmes 
at QrCS’s office in turkey, and 
Mohamed Basil Kershano, head 
of public relations at the Syrian 
Civil Defense, both attended the 
signing ceremony.

the activities will raise 
awareness about a variety of so-
cial issues, such as how to deal 
with emergency personnel, child 
labour, dropping out, home 
safety hazards, social integration, 
and human rights. In addition, 
health education will be provided 
on COVID-19 vaccination, mea-
sles, chronic diseases, first aid, 
ErW, safety and security, and 
fire prevention. as a form of psy-
chological support, children will 
participate in enjoyable activi-
ties.

the White Helmets will con-
duct a non-technical survey of 
agricultural lands targeted by 
QrCS’s farming development 
projects, in collaboration with 
municipalities, to investigate 
pollution from unexploded ord-
nance (UxO), which may pose a 
threat to people and an impedi-
ment to agriculture.

the White Helmets will pro-
vide machinery and personal 
protective equipment (PPE) for 
QrCS’s early recovery projects in 
northern Syria, such as shelters 
and IDP camps.

HBKU to organise sports 
meet for GCC varsities and 
higher education institutes

Tribune news neTwork
doha

StrENGtHENING its cooperation with 
higher education institutions across the 
region, Hamad Bin Khalifa University 
(HBKU) will host the ninth edition of the 
GCC Sports tournament for Universities 
and Higher Education Institutes from 
February 4 to 10, 2023. 

the tournament will bring together 
students to compete in six sports: football 
on grass courts, volleyball, table tennis, 
padel, athletics and swimming. 

HBKU was selected to host the tour-
nament by the Committee of Deans of 
Student affairs for Universities in the 
arab Gulf during its 32nd meeting, held 
in Oman in February 2022, under the 
umbrella of the Secretariat General of the 
Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC), and with 
37 GCC universities and educational insti-
tutes attending. 

Dr Maryam bint Hamad al Mannai, 
vice-president of Student affairs at HBKU, 
said: “the Ninth Sports tournament 
for GCC Universities and Higher Edu-
cation Institutes constitutes the second 
most prominent sporting event for GCC 
countries. More than 20 universities and 
educational institutes from various GCC 
countries are expected to participate. all 
competitions will be held on the sports 
grounds and facilities in Education City 
and those of aspire Zone Foundation, lo-
gistics partner for the tournament. 

“the facilities will be fully devoted to 
organising this tournament at the highest 
level in a manner that befits the distin-
guished international sporting reputation 
enjoyed by Qatar. It will be held only a few 
weeks after Qatar hosts the FIFa World 
Cup Qatar 2022, the first arab and Mus-
lim country to have this honor, and for the 
first time in the MENa region.” 

the tournament’s Supervisory Com-
mittee conducted a preparatory meeting 
at HBKU on Wednesday, September 28, 
2022, and discussed HBKU’s plans and 
latest preparations. 

During the meeting, the official logo of 
the tournament was launched. 

Dr Mannai explained that the logo was 
chosen following a contest open to stu-
dents from across Education City, includ-
ing HBKU. 

She pointed out that it aligns with the 

logo of the Secretariat General of the GCC 
Countries and refers to the strong coop-
eration between the countries. the logo 
includes the map of the GCC region, the 
number of the coming edition, and a run-
ning track.

the preparatory meeting was attended 
by Dr Maryam al Mannai, HBKU; Mo-
hammed bin Hamad altuwaijry, head 
of Higher Education at the Secretariat 
General of the GCC; Dr abdul Karim Sal-
man al Urayer, dean of Student affairs at 
the Public authority for applied Educa-
tion and training, Kuwait; and Dr Hafez 
ahmed ambosaidi, assistant dean for Stu-
dent affairs at the University of technolo-
gy and applied Sciences, Oman. It was also 
attended by Dr Saleh amilah al rashidi, 
dean of Student affairs at Majmaah Uni-
versity, Saudi arabia; Dr ali Misfer al 
Qahtani, dean of Student affairs at King 
Khalid University, Saudi arabia; and Dr 
Sami abdullah al Duraei, acting dean of 
Student affairs at Kuwait University. 

the delegation also visited the HBKU 
campus and toured the sports facilities 
based in and around Education City. they 
were accompanied by the organising com-
mittee at HBKU, comprising HBKU of-
ficials Dr Maryam al Mannai, committee 
president; Noor al Jassim, development 
director and committee vice-president; 
and Faisal al Mohannadi, senior student 
engagement supervisor and manager of 
the tournament. 

Noor al Jassim said: “HBKU is hon-
oured to be chosen to host the Ninth 
Sports tournament for GCC Universities 
and Higher Education Institutes. Plans 
are underway for an exciting edition of the 
games, in collaboration with all govern-
mental and private entities in Qatar. the 
tournament offers an opportunity for vari-
ous entities and institutions in Qatar to be 
partners and to provide sponsorship ser-
vices to ensure a special edition.” 

Mohannadi said, “all the parties con-
cerned are committed to holding a special 
edition from February 4 to 10, 2023. this 
sports tournament has always been of par-
amount importance because of its positive 
and tangible impact that reflects the depth 
of the relationship between the people of 
the GCC. From this standpoint, HBKU will 
ensure that the next edition will constitute 
a milestone in the history of student sports 
in GCC countries.” 
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ABDULLAH Abdulghani & 
Bros. Co. (AAB), the distributor 
of Toyota and Lexus in Qatar, 
has joined hands with Doha 
Environmental Action Projects 
(DEAP) for a Beach Cleanup 
Drive at the Al Zubarah Beach 
recently in celebration of the 
World Cleanup Day 2022.

Protecting the environment 
and keeping Qatar clean, the 
campaign was organised by the 

Ministry of Municipality, in co-
operation with DEAP and vari-
ous local organisations to com-
bat the global plastic pollution 
which affects the environment 
including marine debris.

Over 200 volunteers in 
Qatar joined this global move-
ment for a waste-free world. 
Around 80 of the participants 
were AAB volunteer employ-
ees, who are passionate about 
the cause. Large quantities of 
plastic materials, bottles, con-
tainers, ropes and dead wood 

were collected as they were 
washed ashore by sea currents.

Jose Saucedo, DEAP direc-
tor, said: “We are thrilled to see 
all sectors of our community 
come together on such a special 
day. World Cleanup Day is cel-
ebrated in over 150 countries. 
We are proud to be able to do 
our part in Qatar and appreciate 
AAB’s support, as well as all the 
people who attended the clean-
up.” AAB is fully committed to 
giving back to the community 
through community initiatives, 

with one of its major pillars fo-
cusing on environmental stew-
ardship. DEAP is a volunteer-
ing organisation leading the 
fight against plastic pollution 
and the beach cleanup move-
ment in Qatar. In the recently 
concluded beach cleanup, AAB 
played a significant role in 
keeping the environment clean 
as DEAP’s mobility partner. 
The company provided the 
transportation to gather the 
bags of collected polluted items 
from the Al Zubarah area.

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

FOLLOWING the success of its 
hybrid Chess Open competition 
last year, Abdullah Abdulghani 
& Bros. Co. (AAB), Qatar’s 
Toyota and Lexus distributor, 
is bringing back the AAB Chess 
Open FIDE-Rated Tournament 
in collaboration with the Qatar 
Chess Association (QCA).

All chess enthusiasts in Qa-
tar are invited to participate in 
the ‘AAB Chess Open Edition 
6’ Over the Board (OTB) Tour-
nament, which will take place 
on the 5th Floor - 501 & 504 of 
Al Abdulghani Tower, C-Ring 
Road, from October 13-15 and 
20-22, 2022. The tournament 
will be played over two week-
ends in a 9-round Swiss Sys-
tem format of standard chess. 
It is open to all players with less 

than 2200 rating points. Every 
participant must have a valid 
FIDE ID. Registration will be 
available until October 10, 
2022. The tournament entry 
fee is 150 QR. There are only a 
limited number of seats availa-
ble, and QCA reserves the right 
to accept or reject registration.

The winners will be de-
termined on the last day of 
the tournament at the iconic 
AAB Tower. As it falls during 
the Qatar Sustainability Week 
2022 (QSW), AAB is running 
this sports event as part of its 
QSW activities under Qual-
ity Education as the game of 
chess develops the strategic 
thinking of the players, espe-
cially the youth. Chess can help 
sharpen one’s foresight and 
goal planning abilities, mak-
ing it an important skill to have 
in the future. In line with this, 

AAB is supportive of building a 
new generation of world-rated 
chess players in Qatar.

The winners will be an-
nounced on the final day of the 
tournament at the iconic AAB 
Tower. Because it falls dur-
ing Qatar Sustainability Week 
2022 (QSW), AAB is running 
this sports event as part of its 
QSW activities under Quality 
Education because the game 
of chess develops the strategic 
thinking of the players, particu-
larly the youth. Chess can help 
sharpen one’s foresight and 
goal-setting abilities, making 
it a valuable skill to have in the 
future. In line with this, AAB 
supports the development of a 
new generation of world-class 
chess players in Qatar.

The tournament, according 
to QCA President Mohamed 
al-Mudhahka, is an important 

opportunity for all participants 
to interact after missing out on 
competitions due to the pan-
demic. He praised AAB’s efforts 
to reintroduce OTB games.

For the past few years, the 
AAB edition chess tourna-
ments have been held on an 
online and hybrid platform. 
During the pandemic, the 
sports were brought to various 
platforms through a series of 
online tournaments attended 
by over 1,200 chess enthusiasts 
from around the world, includ-
ing 40 Grand Masters and 180 
Titled Players.

This sixth edition marks its 
return as full OTB games with 
social distancing and safety 
protocols in place. With the lift-
ing of the restrictions on social 
gatherings and sporting events, 
the games will be open to a 
maximum of 70 players.

AAB, DEAP joins hands 
on World Cleanup Day

AAB Chess Open FIDE-Rated Tournament 
to return in October with its sixth edition

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
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DOHA Festival City, Qatar’s 
“one and only choice for shop-
ping, dining, and entertain-
ment”, announced the launch 
of its CSR campaign to com-
memorate the International 
Day of Awareness of Food Loss 
and Waste. With 83 partici-
pating food-retail outlets, the 
campaign aims to raise aware-
ness of the detrimental effects 
of food waste and loss, as well 
as introduce best practices to 
reduce food loss and waste.

The awareness campaign 
has the participation of 83 food-
serving outlets including 49 res-
taurants, 24 coffee shops, 8 spe-
cialty foods outlets, Monoprix 
Hypermarket, and Vox Cinema. 
Participating partners shared 
slogans and awareness messages 
across their social media and on-
line channels to mark the occa-
sion, leveraging the campaign’s 
#savedontwaste and #festival-
cares hashtags to spread the 
message and maximise aware-
ness. The outlets also posted tent 
cards at their counters to high-
light the campaign’s message.

Launched by the UN, The 
International Day of Aware-
ness of Food Loss and Waste 
is an opportunity to call to ac-
tion both the public and the 
private sector to take action to 
reduce food loss and waste to-
wards restoring and building 
a resilient food system. Food 
Waste reduction is one of the 
UN Sustainable Development 
Goals, and Qatar is one of the 
countries that pledged to re-
duce its food waste. Food waste 
makes up around 60 per cent of 
the urban solid waste in Qatar 
and is considered one of the 
most pressing environmental 

problems as it ends up occupy-
ing significant space in already 
overwhelmed landfills.

Commenting on the initia-
tive’s launch, Robert Hall, Doha 
Festival City’s General Man-
ager, said: “We launched this 
campaign to spread awareness 
of the importance of limiting 
food loss and waste to help keep 
more food in circulation for the 
benefit of all. Food waste is a 
problem that can be easily pre-
vented through responsible food 
consumption and retail prac-
tices. As a mall hosting several 
food retailers and outlets, we 

can certainly be part of the solu-
tion. One way is through raising 
awareness on food waste and its 
consequences on society, the en-
vironment, and the global food 
chain. We can also contribute to 
the cause through encouraging 
our food retailers and outlets to 
adopt best practices that reduce 
food loss and waste.”

As part of its robust CSR 
programme and its #Festival-
Cares initiatives, Doha Festival 
City is committed to empow-
ering the community in Qatar 
through promoting awareness 
on environmental, health, and 
humanitarian topics. Earlier 
this year, the Mall celebrated 
World Food Safety Day 2022 in 
collaboration with Al Daayen 
Municipality and Monoprix 
through interactive awareness 
activities to educate mall visi-
tors on ways to prevent food-
borne illnesses and to shed 
light on the importance of en-
suring that food they consume 
is safe.

Campaign puts focus 
on food wastage and 
its detrimental impact

Doha Festival City  
observes International 

Day of Awareness of 
Food Loss and Waste



Nation

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

COLUMBIAN contemporary 
fine artist Dairo Vargas is set to 
return to Doha for the upcom-
ing World Innovation Summit 
for Health (WISH) on October 
4-6, where he will demonstrate 
the power of art in advancing 
good health and personal well-
being through a live painting 
session.

The piece he creates will 
be aligned with the 2022 sum-
mit’s wider focus on Qatar’s 
journey to the FIFA World Cup 
Qatar 2022 from a public health 
perspective. According to Var-
gas, it will feature four figures 
celebrating energetically in a 
healthy environment to convey 
the interconnection between 
sports, health, and self-care.

This will be the second time 
Vargas will create a piece of art 
in real-time at WISH, follow-
ing his participation at the 2018 
edition that saw him paint ‘Fa-
ther and Son’, which highlight-
ed the critical value of support 
networks for individuals strug-
gling with mental illness. 

“When someone’s emotion-
al health is suffering, an empa-
thetic support network can be 

very important for the recovery 
process. ‘Father and Son’ re-
flects the trust and respect be-
tween friends and family mem-
bers, which allows an individual 
to rebuild confidence and self-
esteem,” he explained.

Guided by the special em-
phasis on mental health at 
WISH 2018, Vargas drew on his 
personal experience to produce 
‘Father and Son.’ “When I was 
suffering with depression, my 
family and friends were always 
there, even though they didn’t 
know what was really happening 
with me. Their support gave me 
the strength to continue. I was 
consumed by negative thoughts 

and low self-esteem. I never 
asked for professional support 
for fear of judgment and dis-
crimination.”

During this difficult time, art 
came to Vargas’s rescue, offering 
him the solace he needed. “After 
many years of suffering I started 
using art consciously to heal my-
self. I would make drawings en-
tirely related to what I was feel-
ing, allowing the pencil or paint 
to flow freely on the surface of 
the canvas. Slowly, I could see 
how anger, sadness and happi-
ness were reflected in my output 
and I started to understand my 
emotions.”

Through his artwork, Vargas 

invites people to recognise the 
positive impact of art on men-
tal wellbeing, saying: “Art pro-
motes creativity and imagina-
tion, stimulating different parts 
of our brain and creating new 
neural pathways that improve 
well-being. Any artistic activity 
can lower stress levels signifi-
cantly because the mind is refo-
cused. The important thing is to 
focus on the process of creating 
rather than the final product.”

Vargas’ ‘Father and Son’ will 
be on display for public viewing 
at the Fire Station during Doha 
Healthcare Week (DHW), which 
will kick off ahead of WISH 
2022, and run from 29 Septem-
ber – 3 October. 

The exhibition will remain 
open till 7 October.

Members of the local com-
munity are encouraged to visit 
the exhibition and engage in 
open discussions about mental 
illness, and break away from the 
cycles of stigmatisation around 
mental health disorders. The 
full range of activities at DHW 
can be viewed here.

WISH is Qatar Foundation’s 
global health initiative. To reg-
ister your interest in attending 
WISH 2022, visit https://2022.
wish.org.qa/

MINISTER OF JUSTICE MEETS 
MOROCCAN COUNTERPART

Artistic expression & support 
network key for mental health

Minister of Justice HE Masoud bin Mohammed Al Amri met with 
Minister of Justice of Morocco Abdellatif Ouahbi in Doha on Wednes-
day. During the meeting, they discussed the ongoing preparations 
for the meeting of the 38th session of the Council of Arab Justice 
Ministers to be held in Morocco from October 19 to 20, 2022. They 
also reviewed the legal cooperation between Qatar and Morocco and 
the ways to enhance them in various fields. (QNA)
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HAMMADI MEETS IAEA’S DIRECTOR-GENERAL: Secretary General 
of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs HE Dr Ahmed bin Hassan Al Ham-
madi met with Director-General of the International Atomic Energy 
Agency (IAEA) Rafael Grossi, on the sidelines of the 66th Regular 
Session of the IAEA General Conference in Vienna. During the meet-
ing, they reviewed relations and discussed issues of mutual interest. 
(QNA)

Higher workloads & 
increased abuse at 
workplace takes toll 
on mental health of 
healthcare workers

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

INCREDIBLY high workloads, 
on top of an increased level of 
workplace abuse since the start 
of the COVID-19 pandemic, 
have taken a toll on the mental 
health of healthcare profession-
als, bringing down the standard 
of care delivery globally, an in-
ternational study has shown.

Fifty-nine percent of the 
healthcare professionals sur-
veyed from the UK, the US, 
Saudi Arabia, Nigeria, India and 
Brazil, agreed that their mental 
health has suffered due to work-
ing throughout the COVID-19 
outbreak. Nearly half (48%) rec-
ognized that this has adversely 
impacted their ability to provide 
a high standard of patient care, 
with 56 percent saying they were 
inclined to leave their jobs since 
the global health crisis began.

The survey was conducted by 
YouGov on behalf of the World 
Innovation Summit for Health 
(WISH), the global health ini-
tiative of Qatar Foundation. The 
research examined the impacts 
of the ongoing pandemic on the 
lives of health and care workers 
across the globe to understand 
their experiences and feelings 
about their career and work-
place, as well as explore how 
they see the future of healthcare 
as those serving on the frontline 
of care delivery.

Highlighting a major risk 
factor to their mental health, 
almost half of the healthcare 
professionals revealed that they 
had witnessed or experienced 
more physical and verbal abuse 
since the start of the pandemic. 
Chief Nursing Officers stood 
out here, with over three quar-
ters (78%) agreeing they had 
either seen increased abuse or 
been at the receiving end of it.

Identifying the biggest 
changes to their work since 
the COVID-19 outbreak, more 
than half of all practitioners 
noted a higher workload, with 
a third specifying colleagues 
under more stress as some of 
the most prominent develop-
ments. 

“While health and care 
workers routinely experience 
physical and emotional stress 
from working in high pressure 
environments, delivering care 
throughout the COVID-19 
pandemic has exacerbated 
these experiences, leading to 
an alarming impact on the 
mental health of caregivers on 
a global scale. It is imperative 
that governments, health sys-
tems and industry leaders lis-
ten to those that have been on 
the front line and learn from 
their experiences, to improve 
our collective response to the 
global mental health crisis 
that continues to compromise 
the quality of patient care 
across communities,” said 
Sultana Afdhal, CEO of WISH.

“As a champion of mental 
health, we believe this is a cru-
cial area for global collabora-
tion, and a tremendous oppor-
tunity for innovators, to revisit 
existing mechanisms, devise 
strategies and rebuild systems 
that help lift the burden from 
health and care workers and 
enable them to enhance care 
delivery,” Afdhal added. 

WISH is a global platform 
which gathers healthcare ex-
perts, policymakers and in-
novators to unite in the goal 
of building a healthier world. 
The biennial WISH Summit 
aims to showcase WISH’s 
evidence-based research and 
discuss how to translate these 
findings into practical, poli-
cy-driven solutions that help 
transform global healthcare 
delivery.

The sixth edition of the 
summit is set to take place on 
October 4-6 in Doha, Qatar and 
virtually, under the banner of 
“Healing the Future.” The sum-
mit will thoroughly explore the 
legacy of COVID-19 from vari-
ous perspectives, including how 
to build more resilient and sus-
tainable healthcare systems, im-
prove our response to the men-
tal health crisis faced by health 
and care workers, and harness 
the rapid progress in pharma-
ceutical innovation that has tak-
en place during the pandemic.

Open to the public, ‘Father and Son’ artwork by Columbia-born Dairo Vargas 
aims to spark community dialogue on mental wellbeing ahead of WISH 2022 

‘Ajyal Talks’ to elevate architectural ethos of Doha
TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
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AJYAL Talks, the specially cu-
rated discussion as part of the 
Special 10th Edition of the Ajyal 
Film Festival to be held from 
October 1 to 8, 2022, will pro-
vide Ajyal Jury aged eight to 25 
with the opportunity to gain in-
depth insights on how modern 
city planning principles define 
the architectural idiom of Doha, 
while the Spotlight sessions will 
engage actors Sadaf Asgari and 
Saleh Bakri to share their inspir-
ing creative journeys. 

Ajyal Talks provides a plat-
form for the youth jurors to en-
hance their sphere of knowledge 
through participation in in-
sightful discussions while Ajyal 
Spotlight presents special global 
guests in film and art to share 
their diverse experiences and 
perspectives on the importance 
of creative expression.

Fatma Hassan AlRemaihi, 
chief executive officer of the 
Doha Film Institute (DFI) and 
festival director, said: “As part 
of Ajyal’s mission to inspire 
the next generation to think 
creatively as agents of positive 
change and problem-solvers of 
tomorrow, the 2022 Ajyal jury 
will interact with international 
film, arts and architecture ex-
perts. In sharing their deep ex-

pertise with the next generation 
of creative leaders, our guests 
further DFI’s mission to em-
power youth to forge bold paths 
and to amplify their unique 
voices.

“With the world’s focus on 
our nation, it feels fitting to 
highlight our city’s architectural 
ethos as a central theme of Ajyal 
Talks.  Jurors from around the 
world can understand Doha’s 
influence on how the cities of 
the future are being shaped, and 
appreciate the hard work, dedi-
cation and commitment that 
define every creative artist and 
professional’s journey as part of 
our Spotlight offerings.”

On October 4, from 7:30pm 
to 8.30pm, Ajyal Talks-‘A Sky-
line of Stories’ brings together 
leading Qatari and Arab profes-
sionals to address how modern 
cities express themselves, using 

tools such as architecture, infra-
structure and zoning.  Modera-
tor architect, writer and curator 
Jumanah Abbas will cover the 
creative process of imagining 
the physical dynamics of a fu-
ture city.

A highlight of the session 
is the participation of Hisham 
Qaddumi, president and princi-
pal in Charge of The Arab Archi-
tects, a multi-disciplinary design 
firm that is quality-oriented and 
value-driven, and incorporates 
the rich cultural, art and design 
influence of the Arab world on 
modern design. 

Qaddumi also directed the 
work that produced the plans for 
the city of Doha and also served 
as the technical adviser to the 
ruler of Qatar from 1974-87. He 
will be joined by Abdullatif Al 
Jasmi, director of Heritage Pres-
ervation at Qatar Museums; and 

Ibrahim M. Jaidah, Group CEO 
& Chief Architect of the Arab 
Engineering Bureau, a research-
er and the author of the Qatari 
Style, History of Qatari Archi-
tecture, and 99 Domes. 

Inspiring regional talent 
take centre stage at this year’s 
Ajyal Spotlight sessions: Sadaf 
Asgari, an influential young 
Iranian actor of an impressive 
slate of prominent and award-
winning films, including her 
heartbreaking debut in the DFI-
Granted Disappearance. She 
also stars in Until Tomorrow 
by Ali Asgari screening in this 
year’s programme. 

Saleh Bakri is an interna-
tionally renowned actor from 
Palestine, whose critically ac-
claimed work spans across 
film and theatre. Bakri has ap-
peared in several DFI-support-
ed features, including Wajib by 
Annemarie Jacir, Costa Brava, 
Lebanon by Mounia Akl, and 
Farah Nabulsi’s The Present, an 
Academy Award nominee and 
winner of the BAFTA Award for 
Best Short Film in 2021.

The 2022 Special Edition of 
Ajyal is DFI’s tribute to the na-
tion in a historical milestone 
year for Qatar and the Arab 
world, and a shining example of 
how ambition, dedication and 
commitment to success can turn 
dreams into reality.

We want to be good partners 
to Qatar, says Airbnb

IKOLI VICTOR
DOHA

AIRBNB, an international va-
cation rental company, has 
said it will be a good partner 
to Qatar and make it as easy as 
possible for hosts to rent their 
homes and follow the rules.

Airbnb has announced the 
suspension of several listings 
in Qatar due to their inability 
to obtain an authorised licence 
from Qatar Tourism to host in-
ternational fans. 

An Airbnb spokesperson 
said, “We want to be good part-
ners to Qatar and make it as 
easy as possible for hosts to 
rent their homes and follow the 
rules. Many hosts have already 
secured holiday home licences 
ahead of the World Cup, and 
others still have time to do so, 
which will help boost accom-
modation supply in Qatar and 
generate additional income for 
local families.”

The statement added that, 
“Airbnb continues to remind 
hosts to check and follow local 
rules. Airbnb has taken action 
over recent months to remind 
Hosts about the importance of 
following local rules, including 
sending emails, notifications 
and hosting a webinar. We are 
also informing guests about lo-
cal visa regulations that may ap-
ply to their stay.”

To address the issue, the in-
ternational vacation rental com-
pany is scheduled to host its sec-
ond webinar on Friday, at 3pm 
Doha time.

The subjects to be covered 
in the webinar, which will be 
led by Airbnb representatives, 
are: What is registration? What 
process do I need to follow to li-
cence my listing? How do I add 
a licence number to my Airbnb 
listing? Access to a fast-track 

process to obtain a licence num-
ber.

The international vacation 
rental company informed that as 
of September 9, no new listings 
had been added to its website 
that did not have a registered 
Holiday Home Licence Num-
ber, and as of September 23, all 
listings that did not have a reg-
istered Holiday Home Licence 
Number had been suspended. 
The suspension will be lifted 
once the homeowners resolve 
the issues and resubmit or up-
date their registration informa-
tion to host short-term stays, ac-
cording to the statement. Qatar 
Tourism had previously warned 
of stiff punishments for anyone 
who skips the process and rents 
out their homes to fans without 
a licence.

As part of raising awareness 
on the relevant issues, the San 
Francisco based rental company 
has already hosted a webinar to 
show homeowners how to apply 
for and upload the licence. The 
webinar was addressed by rep-
resentatives Camille Wozniak, 
Senior Market Manager, FR & 
BE, and Ghadi Achkar, Market-
ing Manager Middle East, along 
with Qatar Tourism representa-
tives.

The QT officials explained 
via live presentation that the 
Holiday Host Licence is fea-
tured under the e-services sec-
tion of the Qatar Tourism web-
site. Both officials stated that 
the Holiday Home page offers 
homeowners the option of ei-
ther filling out their application 
manually and submitting it at 
their office or applying online 
and following the steps on their 
portal. 

Saleh Bakri Sadaf Asgari

The All India Gem and Jewellery Domestic Council (GJC) felicitated 
Malabar Gold and Diamonds on being selected as the 6th largest 
jewellery group in the world, taking an Indian brand to the world stage. 
MP Ahammed, chairman, Malabar Group; O Asher, managing director, 
India Operations, Malabar Gold & Diamonds; and A K Nishad, director, 
B2B and Manufacturing (India), Malabar Gold & Diamonds, received 
the award from the Ashish Pethe, chairman, GJC, in the presence of 
Saiyam Mehra, vice-chairman, GJC, Nilesh Sobhawat and Sunil Podar, 
directors GJC, at an event held in Mumbai. (TNN)

GJC FETES MALABAR GOLD AND DIAMONDS
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THE Supreme Committee 
for Delivery & Legacy (SC) 
will open a Hayya service 
centre on Saturday (Octo-
ber1) to assist fans attending 
this year’s FIFA World Cup.

Located at Ali Bin Ham-
ad Al Attiyah Arena, the ser-
vice centre will provide face-
to-face support for fans with 
Hayya Card inquiries. Fans 
will also be able to print their 
cards at the facility. The cen-
tre will be open from 10 AM 
to 10 PM daily and 2 PM to 
10 PM on Fridays, until 23 
January 2023. 

The Hayya Card is man-
datory for all FIFA World 
Cup Qatar 2022 tickethold-
ers. It will provide access 
to stadiums and free public 
transport on match days 
during tournament time. 
The Hayya Card will also act 
as an entry permit to Qatar 
for international fans.

Saeed Al Kuwari, Hayya 
Operations Director, SC, 
said: “Thousands of fans 
have successfully applied 

for their Hayya Card, with 
the vast majority enjoying a 
smooth application process. 
The service centre will pro-
vide issue resolution for fans 
– both in the lead-up to the 
tournament and during the 
entire World Cup.”

Hayya Card applications 
can be made online or via 
the ‘Hayya to Qatar 2022’ 
mobile application, which 
is available via the iOS App 
Store, Google Play and Hu-
waei App Gallery. Applicants 
must have a valid match 
ticket number and upload 
their personal details, pass-
port photograph and accom-
modation information. 

The SC has also organ-
ised a series of webinars to 
explain the Hayya Card 

process.

SC to open Hayya 
service centre for 
fans on Saturday 

Located at Ali Bin Hamad Al Attiyah Arena, the service centre will 
provide face-to-face support for fans with Hayya Card inquiries.

IVORY COAST legend Yaya Touré is looking forward 
to a ground-breaking edition of the FIFA World 
Cup in Qatar. It will be the first tournament to be 

staged in the Middle East and Arab world – and 
Touré is someone who can appreciate the World 
Cup’s journey to new frontiers. He played in all three 
of Ivory Coast’s FIFA World Cup appearances to-date, 
including the tournament’s maiden trip to the African 
continent in 2010, when South Africa took hosting 
duties. With Qatar 2022 fast approaching, the FIFA 
World Cup Ambassador and four-time African Foot-
baller of the Year, previews this year’s tournament, 
which will get underway at Al Bayt Stadium on 20th 
November.

You experienced the FIFA World Cup in Europe, 
Africa and South America. How special will this 
year’s tournament be for the Middle East and Arab 
world? 
It will be really important and special because it’s 
going to be the first time that an Arab and Islamic 
country will host this important competition. For Qa-
tar to be the first Muslim nation to host the World 
Cup is brilliant. For all players of Islamic faith, it will 
be more than an honour to be a part of this.

How will the timing of the tournament – from 20 
November to 18 December – benefit the players? 
The timing means the top European leagues and 
clubs will be taking a break from their seasons. It’s 
going to be unusual in the sense that players are 
going to be fit and not fatigued from playing a long 
season with their clubs. In that way, I think it’s going 

to be historic. I can’t wait to see how it all unfolds.
The compact nature of Qatar 2022 means fans will 
always be near a stadium. 

Are you looking forward to attending more than 
one match a day during the early stages of the 
tournament? 
I’m very much looking forward to that. That is the 
thing that has amazed me the most about this 
World Cup. I’ve been impressed with the way Qatar 
has prepared and how ready they are to host fans 
from around the world. Having had conversations 
with the organisers, the ease with which people will 
be able to get around is another reason why I think 
this World Cup will be special.

With more time available to prepare for matches, 
will that boost performances during Qatar 2022? 
I believe it will. The short distances between their 
hotel, training base and stadiums will be amaz-
ing for players. When I played at the World Cup in 
Brazil, there were two or three-hour flights between 
matches – but it won’t be like that in Qatar. For me, 
it’s going to be one of the best World Cups because 
you’ll see all the stars playing in one place.

What impact did South Africa 2010 have on the 
entire continent – and how will the Middle East 
and Arab world benefit from this year’s tourna-
ment? 
I think 2010 was a huge opportunity for the African 
continent, as there was so much excitement. It 
brought the African people together. At the time, it 

made us believe that an African team could win the 
World Cup. Hopefully, one day, an African team will 
win it.
I’m sure fans in Qatar and across the region will 
feel the same way. They will appreciate the opportu-
nities that hosting the World Cup brings and start to 
believe that an Arab team can be the world’s best.

Five African teams have qualified for the tourna-
ment – which one will perform the best? 
Senegal are a good team and could do well in this 
World Cup. They will be full of confidence after 
winning the Africa Cup of Nations earlier this year. I 
also think Cameroon, Ghana, Morocco and Tunisia 
will perform well. The qualifying play-offs showed 
how many great teams we have in Africa. We hope 

now that African teams can reach new heights at 
the World Cup.

How important is football to the world? 
I think it’s very important. Football takes us away 
from the stress of daily life, brings people together 
and reflects the diversity of so many cultures. So 
many people know that football is amazing and 
enjoyable to both play and experience. If you look 
at my country, Ivory Coast, we were close to having 
a civil war when we qualified for our first World Cup 
in 2006. After that, our team asked the government 
to bring an end to the conflict. This shows how 
powerful football can be in our society. Like sport 
in general, it gives hope by allowing people to have 
positive things to focus on and enjoy. (SC)

Qatar’s 
FIFA World Cup 
will be historic: 
Yaya Toure

Former Ivory Coast midfielder expects Qatar 2022 to be  
ground-breaking for Middle East and Arab world 

Yaya Touré has played in all three of Ivory Coast’s FIFA World Cup appearances to-date, including the 
tournament’s maiden trip to the African continent in 2010. The four-time  African Footballer of the Year 
is now FIFA World Cup Ambassador.
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QNA
DOHA

THE Ministry of Public Health 
(MoPH) and healthcare part-
ners including Hamad Medi-
cal Corporation (HMC), Pri-
mary Healthcare Corporation 
(PHCC) and other key organi-
zations in Qatar are ready to ac-
tivate and deploy comprehen-
sive major incident response 
plans, if needed, at FIFA World 
Cup Qatar 2022.

As part of the Sport for 
Health partnership between 
MoPH and the World Health 
Organization (WHO), dis-
aster management experts 
from WHO have been work-
ing alongside Qatari experts to 
support the development of the 
response plans.

Director of Health Emer-
gency Department at the 
MoPH, Dr. Mohammed Al 
Hajri, said events including the 
2019 FIFA Club World Cup, 
IAAF World Athletics Cham-
pionships 2019 and the FIFA 
Arab Cup 2021 have enabled 
the healthcare sector to gain 

valuable experience and test its 
major incident response plans 
ahead of FIFA World Cup Qa-
tar 2022. “The healthcare sec-
tor’s major incident response 
plans were stringently tested in 
a recent mass casualty simula-
tion exercise.”

 WHO Representative to 
Qatar Dr Rayana Bou Haka 
said, “Simulating responses to 
health and medical emergen-
cies is an essential component 
of a well-functioning and pre-

pared emergency response  
system.” 

Assistant Executive Direc-
tor for Events and Emergency 
Planning at HMC’s Ambulance 
Service Saleh Al Meqareh, 
explained the role of the Am-
bulance Service’s specially de-
signed major incident response 
vehicles. 

“Throughout the FIFA 
World Cup, a Mobile Com-
mand Unit and dedicated ma-
jor incident response capability 

will be at each of the stadiums 
on match days which will be 
backed up by routine Ambu-
lance Service support. The 
Command Units act as a hub 
for communications and relay 
real-time information to co-
ordinate response plans. They 
function as mobile command 
centers through which our re-
sponse plans can be activated.” 

In addition to the Com-
mand Units, we will also have 
a Major Incident Response Ve-
hicle at each stadium on match 
days. The response vehicle con-
tains all the resources required 
to create a temporary field 
treatment area with a variety of 
air-conditioned tents in which 
patients can be treated accord-
ing to their clinical acuity,” ex-
plained Al Al Meqareh.

The National Healthcare 
Incident Command Center 
(NHICC) at HMC’s Ambulance 
Service headquarters was es-
tablished in 2020 and, in the 
event of a major incident, is 
ready to lead the coordination 
of the Qatar healthcare sys-
tem’s response at any time.

Qatar’s healthcare sector on WC standby

5 WAYS TO SUPPORT A SAFE AND HEALTHY WORLD CUP

Qatar’s healthcare sector is ready to activate comprehensive major 
incident response plans if needed during FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022.

Fans will also be able to 
print their cards at the 
facility. The centre will 
be open from 10 AM to 
10 PM daily and 2 PM 
to 10 PM on Fridays, 
until 23 January 2023. 



dpa 
Hanoi

Typhoon noru made land-
fall in Vietnam early on 
Wednesday, causing damage 
to thousands of homes and 
widespread flooding.

noru tracked directly to-
wards the coastal city of Quang 
nam and Da nang province in 
the early hours of Wednesday, 
bringing wind speeds of up to 
117 kilometres per hour as a 
category 4 storm before mak-

ing landfall, according to the 
national Center for hydro-
Meteorological Forecasting.

The cyclone reached Vi-
etnam days after it hit the 
philippines on Sunday as the 
strongest storm there this year 
and killed at least eight peo-
ple. no fatalities have been re-
ported in Vietnam but at least 
nine were injured while trying 
to reinforce their houses on 
Tuesday.

The Vietnamese meteoro-
logical authority warned that 

central parts of the country 
from Quang Tri to Quang ngai 
provinces will suffer more 
heavy rain, with an estimated 
150-250mm of total rainfall. 
Rainfall could total 300mm 
in some places, causing land-
slides and flash floods.

Ten airports closed due to 
the storm, with national flag 
carrier Vietnam Airlines tell-
ing local media it had can-
celled 148 flights, affecting 
around 14,000 passengers.

Vietnamese authorities 

on Tuesday mobilized over 
270,000 military personnel to 
deal with the storm, while res-
idents prepared by fortifying 
their homes with sandbags.

hundreds of thousands of 
people living in vulnerable ar-
eas along the central coastline 
were also evacuated ahead of 
the storm.

The storm is expected to 
dissipate as it crosses over 
land and into the mountain-
ous coffee-growing regions of 
central Vietnam.
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agencies 

FouR palestinians have been 
killed and more than 40 others 
injured during an Israeli mili-
tary raid on a refugee camp in 
Jenin in the northern occupied 
West Bank.

The raid began with doz-
ens of Israeli military vehicles 
entering the camp at approxi-
mately 9am (06:00 GMT).

The palestinian ministry 
of health said on Wednesday 
morning that the men killed 
were Ahmad Alawneh (26), 
Abed hazem (27), Mohammad 
al-Wanneh (30), and Moham-
mad Abu naa’sah.

Al Jazeera’s Walid al-
omari, reporting from Ra-
mallah, said that the Al-Aqsa 
Martyrs’ Brigade had said that 
three of the men killed were 
members of the palestinian 
armed group.

At least 44 others were 
injured, according to the  
ministry.

Local media said Ahmad 
Alawneh was 24 years old and 
worked as a palestinian Au-
thority (pA) intelligence offic-
er. Surveillance camera footage 
circulated by local journalists 
of the moment he was killed 
showed him exchanging fire 
with Israeli forces.

Abed hazem and al-Wan-
nah were killed when hazem’s 
father’s home was hit by a mis-
sile. Abed was the brother of 
Raad hazem, who carried out 
an attack in Tel Aviv in April, 
killing three people, before be-
ing killed by police himself.

plumes of smoke were seen 
after the missile exploded in 
the house. The army then pro-
ceeded to encircle the home, 
during which heavy armed 
clashes broke out with pales-
tinian fighters.

The Israeli army said that 
it had shot dead “two suspects 
involved in a number of recent 
shooting attacks”.

Clashes were continuing at 

midday. In addition to armed 
palestinian fighters exchanging 
gunfire with the Israeli army, 
young palestinians threw rocks 
at the entrance to the Jenin ref-
ugee camp, which Israeli forces 
responded to with live ammu-
nition and tear gas.

outrage among palestin-
ians was further heightened as 
photos shared online appeared 
to show that the body of Al-
waneh had been desecrated, 
reportedly by an Israeli soldier.

Authorities and politi-
cal parties declared a day of 
mourning and general strike 
with stores closed in the major-
ity of West Bank cities includ-
ing Jenin, nablus, Ramallah 
and hebron.

on September 6, Israeli 
forces raided Jenin and blew 
up an apartment that be-
longed to Raad hazem, killing 
a 29-year-old palestinian man 
and injuring 16 others.

Israel regularly carries out 
punitive demolitions of the 

homes of palestinians who have 
carried out attacks against Is-
raelis, something human rights 
organisations have described 
as “collective punishment”.

Israeli forces have been 
conducting near-nightly raids 
and killings in the northern oc-
cupied West Bank, mainly in 
Jenin and nablus, where pal-
estinian armed resistance is 
becoming more organised and 
new groups of fighters have 
been formed.

More than 150 palestinians 
have been killed by Israeli forc-
es in the 1967-occupied territo-
ries since the start of the year, 
including 51 in the besieged 
Gaza Strip during Israel’s 
three-day assault in August. 
More than 30 of those killed 
were either from Jenin or were 
killed in the Jenin region in the 
occupied West Bank.

Twenty people have been 
killed in attacks carried out by 
palestinians in Israel and the 
occupied West Bank in 2022.

Mourners attend the funeral of Palestinians killed in the Jenin refugee camp on Wednesday. (aFP)

Israeli forces kill four 
Palestinians, wound 
dozens in Jenin raid

AGGRESSION

dpa 
BagHdad

ThRee rockets fell inside 
Baghdad’s fortified Green Zone 
on Wednesday, where lawmak-
ers gathered for a parliament 
session.

Iraqi security said one of 
the rockets fell in the vicinity of 
parliament. Seven security per-
sonnel were injured.

nearby, scuffles erupted as 
dozens of protesters and secu-
rity forces threw rocks at each 
other in Tahrir Square.

Security forces were heav-
ily deployed in areas leading to 
the Green Zone to prevent pro-
testers from reaching the area, 
which houses government and 
embassy buildings.

Followers of influential Shi-
ite cleric Muqtada al-Sadr are 
protesting against lawmakers 
convening, as the populist cler-
ic has been demanding that the 
current legislature be dissolved 
and early elections held.

Lawmakers rejected the 
resignation of parliament 
speaker, Mohammed al-hal-
bousi, during their session, two 
days after he announced his 
resignation.

Al-halbousi, a Sunni, is 
close to al-Sadr and support-
ed early elections by the end 
of 2023. Al-Sadr’s followers 
stormed parliament building in 
July, and weeks later stormed 
the building housing the prime 
Minister’s office.

“We categorically reject... 
attacking the Green Zone,” 
Saleh Mohamed al-Iraqi, an 
aide to al-Sadr, said in a state-
ment on Twitter.

The perpetrators want to 
undermine reformists or blame 
“revolutionaries,” he said, re-
ferring to the Sadrist move-
ment.

political forces have failed 
to form a government since 
the october polls. Though the 
Sadrist bloc’s lawmakers have 
resigned, al-Sadr rejects efforts 
by his rivals, the Iran-backed 
Coordination Framework po-
litical alliance, to form a gov-
ernment.

The alliance also rejects 
calls for dissolving parliament.

Al-Sadr’s bloc boycotted di-
alogue sessions hosted by prime 
Minister Mustafa al-Kadhimi.

Three rockets  
hit Baghdad’s  
Green Zone, 
seven injured

Huge damage as Typhoon Noru makes landfall in Vietnam

Daughter of 
ex-Iranian 
president 
arrested in 
protests

dpa 
Berlin 

IRAnIAn security forces 
have taken Faezeh hashe-
mi, daughter of Iran’s influ-
ential former president Ali 
Akbar hashemi-Rafsanjani, 
into custody in connection 
with recent protests sparked 
by the death of a woman ar-
rested for un-Islamic dress.

According to a report by 
the Tasnim news agency on 
Wednesday, hashemi was 
“arrested” by the security 
service for supporting wom-
en’s protests in the capital 
Tehran. She had tried to 
motivate women to partici-
pate in the protests, accord-
ing to Tasnim. This is cur-
rently considered a criminal 
offence in Iran.

hashemi, 59, has been 
one of the critics of the Is-
lamic system for years. The 
former member of parlia-
ment and women’s sports 
official is therefore also on 
a blacklist and has also been 
arrested several times.

As a women’s activist, 
hashemi has always been 
against the compulsory 
headscarf, although she 
wears one herself. She was 
also the editor of the daily 
newspaper San (Woman), 
which, however, had to 
close down in 1999 because 
of its feminist views.

Iran’s president ebra-
him Raisi has described the 
anti-government protests 
as a conspiracy against the 
country’s political leader-
ship.

“These are conspira-
cies by the enemies against 
Iran’s leadership because 
they feel threatened by the 
dominance, influence and 
progress of the system,” 
the president told a Cabinet 
meeting on Wednesday.

The country’s new gen-
eration should be educated 
about this dominance and 
- instead of protesting - be 
proud of these achieve-
ments, Raisi said, according 
to the presidential office’s 
web portal.

The protests in Iran, 
which have been going 
on for 11 days now, were 
triggered by the death of 
22-year-old Mahsa Ami-
ni. She had been arrested 
by the morality police for 
violating the strict Islamic 
dress code and died on Sep-
tember 16 in unexplained 
circumstances.

A man walks along a flooded street in Hoi An on Wednesday. (aFP)

dpa 
BagHdad/Cairo

The death toll from Iranian 
attacks on opposition groups 
in the autonomous region of 
Kurdistan in northern Iraq on 
Wednesday rose to nine, the 
region’s health Minister Saman 
Barzinji said.

The attacks by explosives-
laden drones and rockets tar-
geted the opposition Kurdis-
tan Freedom party (pAK), the 
Kurdistan Democratic party 
of Iran (KDpI), the Free Life 
party of Kurdistan (pJAK), and 
Komala in the provinces of er-
bil and Sulaymaniyah, Kurdish 
media reported.

At least 32 others were 
also injured as a result of the 
strikes, Iraq’s state news agency 
InA quoted Barzinji as saying.

Initially, Barzinji said at 
least three people had died and 
16 others were injured.

The Iraqi Foreign Ministry 
said it would summon the Ira-
nian ambassador in Baghdad to 
hand him a “strongly worded” 
protest note.  The Kurdistan re-
gional government condemned 
the attacks.

“Attacks on opposition 
groups through the Islamic 
Republic of Iran’s missiles, un-
der any pretext, is an incorrect 
stance which promotes a mis-
leading interpretation of the 

course of events,” it said in an 
english statement.

“We strongly condemn 
these continuous attacks which 
result in the death of civilians 
and we call for an end to these 
violations.” earlier Wednes-
day, Kurdish media circulated 
videos of rockets in the sky and 
plumes of smoke following the 
attacks.

A video posted on the news 
website Kurdistan 24 showed  
schoolchildren panicking, alleg-
edly due to Iranian strikes on 
KDpI positions in the town of 
Koya in the province of erbil.

The attacks were the third in 
the past five days to target Kurd-
ish separatist groups’ bases in 

northern Iraq, according to the 
Iranian Tasnim news agency.

The Iranian Revolutionary 
Guards called the attacks a “le-
gitimate reaction” to Kurdish 
groups’ attacks on Iranian mili-
tary bases in the border area in 
the past, Tasnim said.

Iran’s Interior Minister 
Ahmad Wahidi had previously 
accused some Kurdish groups 
of being involved in the anti-
government protests in Iran 
that were triggered by the death 
of 22-year-old Iranian woman 
Mahsa Amini while in custody 
for violating the country’s strict 
Islamic dress code.  Tehran has 
also accused the Kurds of sup-
plying arms to the protesters.

9 killed in Iranian attacks on opposition in Iraqi Kurdistan

A wounded man receives treatment at a hospital following strikes by 
Iran on the village of Altun Kupri, south of the capital Arbil, in Iraq’s 
autonomous Kurdistan region on Wednesday. (aFP)

Security forces were  
heavily deployed in areas 
leading to the Green Zone 
to prevent protesters from 
reaching the area, which 
houses government and 
embassy buildings
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MiaMi, Florida 

Ian strengthened early on 
Wednesday into an extremely 
dangerous Category 4 hurri-
cane, with 250 kilometre-per-
hour (155-mile-per-hour) winds 
just a tick below Cat 5 strength 
and a wind field that covered al-
most half of the state. The hur-
ricane is forecast to whip most of 
Florida with catastrophic winds, 
flooding rain and life-threaten-
ing storm surge as it gets closer 
to a west coast landfall Wednes-
day afternoon.

The storm surge predictions 
soared overnight to 3.7 to 5.5 
metres (12 to 18 feet) for Engle-
wood to Bonita Bay, a forecast 
so high a new color was added to 
the national Hurricane Center’s 
peak storm surge prediction 
map.

Wednesday morning, Ian’s 
outer bands were already bat-
tering Southwest Florida with 
gusts up to 120 km/h (75 mph). 
South Florida saw tornadoes 
overnight that flipped small air-
planes and took down big trees, 
and Key West recorded one of its 
highest ever storm surge levels 
overnight. 

Sea water still remained in 
many neighborhoods, includ-

ing on sections of famed Duval 
Street and inside homes.

“The storm is here. It is im-
minent,” the state’s director of 
emergency management, Kevin 
Guthrie, said on the Weather 
Channel.

as of the 11 a.m. (1500 GMT) 
update from the national Hur-
ricane Center, Hurricane Ian 
had maximum sustained winds 
near 250 km/h (155 mph) with 
higher gusts. To reach Cat 5, 
Ian needs to have maximum 
sustained winds of at least 253 
km/h (157 mph).

Ian could still weaken be-
fore landfall but if not, it could 
rank among the most powerful 
storms to hit the United States.

nine storms have reached 
Category 5 status while at sea 
but only four have made land-
fall at that strength in the U.S. 
- three of them in Florida. The 
most recent was Michael, which 
hammered the Panhandle in 
2018. andrew devastated South 
Miami-Dade in 1992 and an un-
named storm now known as the 
Labor Day hurricane swept the 
Florida Keys in 1935.

Camille roared into the Mis-
sissippi coastline in 1969. all 
four of those Cat 5 hurricanes 
were tropical storms three days 
before landfall.

Ian was about 72 km (45 
miles) west-northwest of na-
ples and about 80 km (50 miles) 
south-southwest of Punta Gor-
da, the hurricane center said in 
an 11 a.m. update. The storm 
was moving north-northeast 
near 14.5 km/h (9 mph), a slight 
slowdown.

Ian’s hurricane-force winds 
are expected to reach much of 
Florida’s Gulf Coast Wednesday 
morning, which has a hurricane 

warning in effect from Choko-
loskee to the anclote River, in-
cluding the Tampa Bay region.

However, the storm is ex-
pected to slow down as it gets 
closer to Florida’s western coast, 
before making landfall Wednes-
day afternoon somewhere be-
tween Fort Myers and Sarasota 
as a powerful Cat 4 hurricane 
that nOaa called “monstrous.” 
as of the 11 a.m. forecast, Ian’s 
center is heading to Port Char-

lotte and devastating wind dam-
age is expected near the storm’s 
core.

Weakening is expected once 
it makes landfall, with the storm 
expected to move over Central 
Florida Wednesday night and 
Thursday morning and emerg-
ing over the western atlantic by 
late Thursday.

The latest update from the 
hurricane center extended hur-
ricane warnings on Florida’s 

northeast coats, a signal that Ian 
could be an intact hurricane as it 
crosses the state.

Storm surge totals jumped 
up overnight and again Wednes-
day morning.

The middle of Englewood to 
Bonita Beach, including Char-
lotte Harbor, is forecast to see the 
most storm surge, with 3.7 to 5.5 
metres (12 to 18 feet) possible.

Bonita Beach south to 
Chokoloskee could see eight to 
3.7 m (12 feet) of storm surge.

“no one alive has seen 12 feet 
of storm surge in that area, and 
many areas could take years to 
recover. Please be safe!” tweeted 
Eric Blake, a senior meteorolo-
gist for nHC.

Ian, which already devas-
tated Cuba Tuesday when it was 
a Category 3 hurricane, is a large 
and powerful storm. The Cat 4 
storm’s hurricane-force winds 
extend up to 72 km (45 miles) 
from the center and tropical-
storm-force winds extend up to 
282 km (175 miles).

That’s why all of Florida’s east 
coast, including South Florida, 
which has already been feeling 
some of Ian’s effects, particular-
ly in the Keys, is under a tropical  
storm warning. “as of 5am 
Wednesday, Ian’s area of hur-
ricane-force winds is 2.9 times 
larger, and its area of tropical 
storm force winds is 2.3 times 
larger,” tweeted Brian Mcnoldy, 
a senior research associate at the 
University of Miami.

Ian now ‘monstrous’ Category 4 
hurricane, set to make Florida landfall

Wind and rain pick up in the Ybor City neighborhood ahead of Hurricane Ian making landfall in Tampa, 
Florida on Wednesday. (aFP)

The storm could rank among the most  
powerful storms to hit the United States

EU’s Ursula proposes new 
sanctions package on Russia

Kiev calls for more weapons to 
take back occupied territories

Body of famed US 
climber found on Mt 
Manaslu in Himalayas

Calls for strong response as EU suspects 
sabotage of Baltic Sea gas pipelines

dpa
Brussels

EUROPEan Commission Pres-
ident Ursula von der Leyen on 
Wednesday proposed a new set 
of sanctions on Russia, includ-
ing an oil price cap.

“We are determined to make 
the Kremlin pay for this further 
escalation,” von der Leyen said 
in a press conference, referring 
to Moscow’s partial mobiliza-
tion of its reservist troops and 
self-styled referendums held 
in Russian-occupied regions in 
Ukraine.

The sanctions package in-
cludes the legal basis for a price 
cap on Russian oil imports sup-
ported by the G7 countries as 
well as further import restric-
tions worth ?7 billion ($6.7 bil-
lion), von der Leyen said.

The European Union an-

nounced new sanctions on 
Russia last week as a reaction 
to the referendums held in the 
Russian-occupied territories of 
Ukraine which are illegal under 
international law.

The EU’s 27 member states 
must now negotiate and unani-
mously agree on the proposal.

“Russia is using the profits 
from the sale of fossil fuels to 
finance its war,” von der Leyen 
said.

“Certain developing coun-
tries still need some Russian oil 
supplies, but at low prices,” she 
said.

The price cap for Russian oil 
was already agreed on by the fi-
nance ministers of the Group of 
Seven (G7) leading industrial-
ized nations earlier this month.

The EU has already adopt-
ed a far-reaching oil embargo 
which is due to come into force 

on December 5.
Under the suggested oil cap, 

EU companies would no longer 
be allowed to transport or insure 
Russia oil shipments to coun-
tries outside the EU if the oil was 
bought above a certain price.

The aim of the price cap is to 
make Russia sell its oil to large 
overseas customers like India 
for less, reducing the country’s 
profits.

EU countries like Hungary, 
Cyprus and Greece had recently 
voiced their opposition to such a 
price cap.

Cyprus and Greece have 
large oil tanker fleets.

Hungary’s Prime Minister 
Viktor Orbán is considered close 
to Russian President Vladimir 
Putin and has caused delays and 
secured exemptions in previous 
negotiations on EU sanctions 
packages.

dpa
Kiev

UKRaInE has called for more 
weapons from the West in or-
der to retake territories in the 
east and south of the country 
occupied by Russian forces, as 
Moscow prepares to annex those 
areas.

The Ukrainian Foreign Min-
istry condemned the “sham ref-
erendums” held by Russia in the 
occupied areas under martial 
law. “Forcing people in these ter-
ritories to fill out some papers at 
the barrel of a gun is yet another 
Russian crime in the course of 
its aggression against Ukraine,” 
a ministry statement said.

“The Luhansk, Donetsk, 
Zaporizhzhya, and Kherson 
regions, like the Ukrainian 
Crimea, remain the sovereign 
territories of Ukraine,” the min-
istry said.

Moscow hastily convened 
referendums in four Russian-oc-
cupied Ukrainian regions to jus-
tify a move to incorporate them 
into the Russian Federation.

a formal annexation of the 
four territories is likely to begin 
in the coming days.

Russia occupied and then 
annexed Crimea in 2014.

The Ukrainian ministry 
called for more military sup-
port, with Ukraine’s armed 
forces in need of “tanks, com-
bat aircraft, armoured vehicles, 
long-range artillery, anti-air-
craft and missile defence equip-
ment.” Russia controls nearly 
20% of Ukraine since launching 
its war in February.

agencies 

a search team in nepal has re-
covered the body of famous US 
ski mountaineer Hilaree nelson 
from near the summit of Mount 
Manaslu in the Himalayas.

nelson, 49, was descending 
the world’s eighth highest sum-
mit with her partner when she 
went missing on Monday.

Rescuers found her body 
on the south face of the 8,163m 
(26,781ft) peak on Wednesday. 
Earlier reports said she had 
fallen into a crevasse in a glacier.

nelson was regarded as one 
of the finest mountaineers of her 
generation.

In 2018, she and her partner 
Jim Morrison became the first 

people to ski down Mount Lhot-
se in nepal, the world’s fourth-
highest peak.

She is also the first woman 
to climb both the world’s highest 
mountain, Everest, and Lhotse, 
which is adjacent, in a single 24-
hour period.

Morrison and three Sherpa 
guides were dropped by heli-
copter to recover nelson’s body 
from about 6,000m on Manaslu 
on Wednesday morning, expe-
dition organisers said.

“The body has been brought 
to base camp. after completing 
necessary legal procedures, it will 
be airlifted to Kathmandu,” said 
Jiban Ghimire, managing direc-
tor of Shangri-La nepal Trek, the 
Kathmandu Post reported.

dpa
Brussels

THE European Union believes 
sabotage is the likely cause of 
leaks from the nord Stream 1 
and 2 gas pipelines and is threat-
ening countermeasures, its top 
diplomat said on Wednesday.

“The European Union is 
deeply concerned about damage 
to the nord Stream 1 and 2 pipe-
lines that has resulted in leaks in 
the international waters of the 
Baltic Sea,” EU foreign policy 
chief Josep Borrell said.

“These incidents are not a 
coincidence and affect us all,” 
his statement read.

He said that all of the avail-
able information indicated that 
the leaks were the result of a de-
liberate act.

“We will support any investi-
gation aimed at getting full clar-
ity on what happened and why, 
and will take further steps to 
increase our resilience in energy 
security,” he said.

Borrell said that any delib-
erate disruption of European 
energy infrastructure is unac-
ceptable and would be met with 
a “robust and united response.” 
Three leaks were found in the 
pipelines that carry gas from 
Russia to Europe via the Baltic 
Sea, in the exclusive economic 
zones of Denmark and Sweden 
off the Danish island of Born-

holm.
The Swedish Coastguard 

said the gas from the suspicious 
leaks is continuing to spew into 
the Baltic Sea.

“Unfortunately, the gas can-
not be captured or combated,” a 
coastguard spokesman told dpa. 
He could not give any estimate 
on how much has escaped so far.

The operator of the nord 
Stream 1 pipeline said repairing 
the leak was an option but the 
damage had to be assessed first.

nord Stream 2 aG spokes-
man Ulrich Lissek said that “no 
one can seriously say at the mo-
ment what the situation is down 
there,” but that “the structural 
integrity of the pipeline must be 

massively damaged.” The pipe-
lines had been filled with Rus-
sian natural gas, but neither was 
actually delivering any gas to 
the terminals in Germany. Gas 
through nord Stream 1 stopped 
flowing after Russia carried 
out maintenance work; nord 
Stream 2 was never put into op-
eration due to Russia’s invasion 
of Ukraine in February.

as the gas continues to spill 
into the sea, the focus in Europe 
has turned to who or what might 
be responsible for the blasts that 
caused the leaks.

The Kremlin rejected any 
accusations that it was respon-
sible.

“It is quite predictable and 

predictably stupid and absurd 
to make such assumptions,” 
said Russian President Vladimir 
Putin’s spokesman, Dmitry 
Peskov, according to the Inter-
fax news agency.  Peskov said 
that it was necessary to wait for 
investigations at the leaks and to 
determine whether it had been 
an explosion or not.

German security sources 
told dpa the cause of the inci-
dents had not been clarified, but 
there were indications of sabo-
tage. Only a state actor could 
mount such an intervention due 
to its technical complexity, the 
sources said.

“There can be no natural 
cause for this incident,” govern-
ment spokesman Steffen Hebe-
streit said in Berlin on Wednes-
day.

Latvian Foreign Minister 
Edgars Rinkevics described 
leaks in the nord Stream 1 and 
2 gas pipelines as “deliberate at-
tacks” in a tweet on Wednesday 
that seemed to reference - but 
did not mention - the war in 
Ukraine.

“The sabotage of the nord-
stream I and II pipelines must 
be classified as the most serious 
security and environmental in-
cident in the Baltic Sea,” Rink-
evics wrote. “It seems we are 
entering a new phase of hybrid 
war.” naTO and the EU should 
“respond accordingly,” he said.

08 Thursday, September 29, 2022 World

An aerial view of the gas leak at the Nord Stream 2 gas pipeline off the 
Danish Baltic island of Bornholm, south of Dueodde on Tuesday. (aFP)

People stand by a crater left near a railway yard of the freight railway 
station in Kharkiv on Wednesday. (aFP)

People remove the body of US ski mountaineer Hilaree Nelson from 
an helicopter after it was airlifted following her recovery from Mount 
Manaslu, in Kathmandu on Wednesday. (aFP)
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SATYENDRA PATHAK
DOHA

QATAR Stock Exchange 
(QSE) on Wednesday an-
nounced that the Group Se-
curities Company will start 
the activity of market mak-
ing as of October 2, 2022, 
for Qatar National Bank, 
Industries Qatar, Masraf Al 
Rayan, Qatar Fuel (Woqod), 
Commercial Bank, Qatar 
International Islamic Bank 
and Electricity and Water 
Company.

According to a statement 
on the QSE website, this is in 
addition to the companies on 
which the Group Securities 
Company operates as a mar-
ket maker, according to their 
announcement on February 
6, 2022.

In another statement on 
its website on Wednesday, 
the QSE also announced that 
QNB Financial Services (QN-
BFS) will start market-making 
activity as of Tuesday, October 
4, 2022, for Industries Qatar, 
Masraf Al Rayan and Qatar 
Fuel (Woqod).

This is in addition to 
the Al Rayan Qatar ETF, on 
which the company acts as 
a market maker, the state-

ment said.
QSE, as part of its wider 

reform strategy, has been 
working on various initia-
tives to enhance liquidity in 
its market and is working 
closely with Qatar Financial 
Markets Authority (QFMA) 
and Qatar Central Securities 
Depository (QCSD) on this 
important programme.

QSE is also engaged with 
various stakeholders to fur-
ther increase the free float 
in the market. The recent 
announcements by major 
companies for the removal of 
foreign ownership limits are 
part of an overarching plan 
to enhance access for foreign 
investors. Supporting the de-
velopment of the asset man-
agement industry is also part 
of QSE’s strategy.

Group Securities to 
start market making 
activity as of Sunday

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA 

QATAR Chamber, in coopera-
tion with the Ministry of Pub-
lic Health (MoPH), recently 
hosted an introductory semi-
nar on the ministry’s initiative 
titled ‘Third party: Pre-ship-
ment food inspection on food                       
dispatches’.

The meeting was attended 
by QC Board Member and 
Chair of the Food Security & 
Environment Committee Mo-
hamed bin Ahmed Al Obaidly, 
Director of Research and Stud-
ies Nora Al Owlan and Director 
of Food Safety and Environ-
mental Health Division at the 
Ministry of Public Health Was-
san Abdulla Al Baker.

This optional initiative 
aims to issue the required 
verification certificates for im-
ported food products by a third 
party in the country of origin 
before they are shipped for 
export with the aim to ensure 
food safety in modern ways. It 
also aims to ensure the smooth 
flow of products through 
matching them in the country 

of origin and easing control 
procedures at entry ports.

For her part, Baker stressed 
the ministry recognises that ef-
fective and efficient inspection 
and certification systems are 
fundamental components of 
the trade in food, affirming the 
importance of balancing the 
highest possible level of food 
safety and facilitating trade.

Baker expressed her thanks 
to the Qatar Chamber for hold-
ing the seminar and informing 
the private sector and traders 
on the initiative before approv-
al, as well as its requirements 
and proposed application 
mechanisms.

During the meeting, the 
Food Safety and Environmen-
tal Health Division gave a de-

tailed explanation of the mech-
anism for implementing the 
programme, whereby third-
party companies or the author-
ised body by the competent au-
thority will issue certificates of 
conformity for imported food 
products from laboratories or 
competent authorities in the 
exporting country.

It said that this initiative 
is optional for private sec-
tor companies and aims at 
enhancing the public-private 
partnership and keeping pace 
with recent global trends in 
food control.

It also touched on the re-
quirements for the third-party 
accreditation, which include 
that the applicant must be a 
licensed entity in Qatar and en-
gage in legal activity and must 
have an international certifi-
cate of accreditation in the food 
inspection.

Requirements also include 
that it must have appropriate 
technical and human capabili-
ties, report on its activities to 
the ministry, and inform it of 
any violations monitored in re-
lation to food dispatches.

QNBFS upgrades 
Doha Bank’s rating 
from ‘Accumulate’  
to ‘Outperform’

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

PWC Middle East on Wednesday launched 
its latest Qatar banking sector report, 
which highlights the resilience displayed by 
banks in Qatar despite volatility caused by 
the pandemic. The report explores how the 
financial banking sector in Qatar displayed 
strong volume growth supported by stable 
margins and effective cost management.

The economic support packages offered 
by the government for the relief of some 
firms also helped ensure sufficient liquidity 
in the banking sector. However, lingering 
risk pressure remains high for most of the 
players with banks being highly exposed to 
shocks on their legacy portfolios.

The report also provides an exten-
sive analysis of some of the new trends 
emerging from Qatar’s financial sector. 
The financial services landscape has trans-
formed fundamentally, with many new 
players entering the market and leveraging 
different business and operating models 
offering added value for consumers.

Furthermore, the pandemic played an 
important role in the process of challeng-
ing the status quo and encouraging banks 
in Qatar to accelerate their digital trans-
formation efforts such as increasing in-
vestments in digital capabilities to remain 
competitive and meet customer needs.

PwC Middle East Qatar Financial 
Services Leader Ahmed AlKiswani said, 
“Despite the effects of the pandemic, the 
banking sector in Qatar has shown strong 
performance in 2021. To promote this 
long-term stability, we expect the sector to 
embrace new technology, ESG and ethical 

banking. The COVID-19 pandemic played 
an important role in challenging banks 
to accelerate their digital transformation 
and sustainability efforts. Embracing ESG 
frameworks and sustainable banking at 
the core of banking operations is the need 
of the hour and fortunately, banks in Qa-
tar are ensuring that ESG is at the top of 
their agendas.”

He said, “Furthermore, as the financial 
sector gets more complex with increasing 
amounts of data, technology, new busi-
ness and operating models, we will see key 
global trends such as open banking, Qatar 

Central Bank (QCB) digital currencies, 
Suptech and Regtech and next generation 
financial markets infrastructure become 
more prominent in the region and across 
Qatar.”

In order to respond to new market de-
mand, he said, banks in Qatar will need to 
act quickly and transform into a digitally 
enabled version of themselves. Just deliv-
ering new features and channels will not 
work and fundamental groundwork needs 
to be done to transform core operations 
which often includes changing processes 
and organisational culture.

Qatar’s banking secor demonstrates 
resilience post-COVID-19 pandemic

SATYENDRA PATHAK 
DOHA 

QNB Financial Services (QN-
BFS) has announced that it has 
raised Doha Bank’s rating from 
‘Accumulate’ to ‘Outperform’ 
with a price target of QR3.151 
per share.

Factoring in Doha Bank’s 
earnings in the first half of 
2022, QNBFS said, “We still 
pencil in a bottom-line growth 
of 56.5 percent to QR766.2 mil-
lion in 2022. We also raise our 
2023 and 2024 estimates by 
19.3 percent and 17.2 percent 
to QR1.07 billion and QR1.24 
billion, respectively.”

It said, “Our changes in 
estimates are mainly driven 
by lower CoR. We pencil in a 
CoR of 140bps (2023e), 120bps 
(2024e) and 104bps (2025e). 
Our new earnings estimates 
(2022-26e) are expected to 
lead to an average RoE genera-
tion of 11.50 percent over our 
forecast horizon. We expect 
the bank to generate econom-
ic profits from 2027 onward. 
Hence, RoE is still expected 
to be below CoE over 2022                                                      
to 2026.”

“The stock trades at a 33 
percent discount to its 2022e 
BV due to asset quality issues 
from recent history. As such, 
Doha Bank has significantly 
underperformed its peers and 
therefore, we upgrade the stock 
from an Accumulate rating to 
an Outperform. We maintain 
our PT at QR3.151 and note 
that Doha Bank’s beginning 
book value per share (BVPS 
2022) contributes 106 percent 
to our price target. There could 
be downside risks to our esti-
mates and price target if CoR 
does not normalise sooner than 
expected,” it said.

Given the recent interest 
rate hike by the QCB following 
the FED, it said, “We expect 
margins to expand next year. 
As Doha Bank’s lending picks 
up in 2023, we estimate NIM to 

increase from 2022’s estimate 
of 2.72 percent to 2.84 percent. 
On the other hand, we main-
tain our flat forecast for 2024.”

“Asset quality remains 
problematic but is showing 
signs of stability and the man-
agement may further down-
grade stage 2 loans. Further, 
the coverage ratio for stage 
3 loans improved from 57 
percent in the first quarter 
of 2022 to 63 percent in the 
second quarter of 2022. The 
bank is allocating more provi-
sions to stage 2 & 3 loans,” the                                                     
report said.

De-risking loan book along 
with optimisation of RWAs is 
improving Doha Bank’s CET1 
position. Doha Bank ended the 
second quarter with CET1 ratio 
of 12.6 percent and a Tier-1 ra-
tio of 18.1 percent. We estimate 
CET1 ratio to hover between 13 
percent and 14 percent in our 
forecast horizon.”

“Future stock price gains 
depend on a resumption of 
confidence in the bank’s per-
formance and realisation of 
management’s goals and objec-
tives,” it said.

Qatar Chamber, MoPH 
review pre-shipment 
food inspection initiative

The pandemic played an important role in the process of challenging the status quo and encour-
aging banks in Qatar to accelerate their digital transformation efforts.

Qatar Chamber Board Member and Food Security & Environment Committee Chair Mohamed bin Ahmed Al Obaidly and senior officials of Qatar 
Chamber and the Ministry of Public Health take part in the seminar in Doha. 

During the seminar, the Food Safety and Environmental Health Division 
gave a detailed explanation of the mechanism for implementing the 
programme.

The headquarters of Doha Bank 
in West Bay. 

The QSE headquarters in Doha.
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Huawei MatePad Pro: Perfect for back-to-school season, entertainment and family
Tribune news neTwork

Doha

If one word could describe 
Huawei’s newest flagship tab-
let, the Huawei MatePad Pro, 
it might be “all-rounder.” It 
is a tablet with a stunning 
display and great sound, a 
powerful productivity tablet, 
perfect for students. To sum 
it up: It is a tablet designed 
for everyone in the house-
hold. This tablet is an ideal 
choice for anyone looking to 
get a tablet for work, school, 
or their family, perfect for this 
back-to-school season that 
can gracefully handle both en-
tertainment and productivity.

Discover new avenues of 
entertainment

Tablets have always been 
the right choice for enter-
tainment with their bigger-
than-smartphone displays 
and better-than-laptop port-
ability. But MatePad Pro is 
even more of an entertain-
ment gadget because of its 
stunning and vibrant 11-inch 
OLED Huawei fullView Dis-
play and rich sound. The dis-
play has 4.2 mm ultra-narrow 
bezels  giving you an immer-
sive 92% screen-to-body ratio 
, which means fewer distrac-
tions and a more riveting 
movie-watching experience. 
The display is equally amaz-

ing for games, thanks to the 
120Hz refresh rate. Huawei 
MatePad Pro doesn’t falter 
in the sound department ei-
ther. Being the first tablet to 
come equipped with Huawei 
SOUND® that uses an ar-
ray of 6-speakers, it provides 
fantastic sound quality for 
a complete entertainment 
experience. It even has the 
German TÜV Rheinland full 
Care Display 3.0 certification  
and uses a hardware solution 
to lower blue light to protect 
your eyes.

The tablet is also easy 
to hold and use with its thin 

and light body. At just 449g, 
this is, in fact, the lightest 
11-inch tablet available on 
the market. And the thick-
ness of 5.9mm puts it among 
the thinnest tablets on the 
market. It’s also a beauty to 
behold with a classy metallic 
sheen on the rear cover that 
adds to the premium feel of 
the tablet.

Nail your productivity 
goals with Pro-level Pro-
ductivity

The increasing popularity 
of online meetings has made 
life simpler for a lot of peo-

ple. But that also comes with 
its own set of challenges. In 
this case, the challenges are 
mostly due to technological 
limitations, i.e., bad video 
and audio quality. However, 
with a PC-like Videoconfer-
encing on Huawei MatePad 
Pro, your online meetings are 
going to be much more pro-
ductive. 

The tablet’s productiv-
ity features don’t end with 
videoconferencing. In fact, 
if you pair it with the new 
detachable Smart Magnetic 
Keyboard  and the Huawei 
M-Pencil (2nd generation) , it 

will be perfect for light office 
tasks. You can use the tablet 
in three different modes: lap-
top form, detachable form, 
and studio form, and you can 
also use the Huawei M-Pencil 
(2nd generation)  for note-
taking and sketching. Be-
sides, this is the first device to 
support Huawei Notes.

Huawei MatePad Pro al-
lows you to access Huawei’s 
native apps, such as the Gal-
lery, in landscape mode. The 
Multi-window  has been up-
graded to support one-tap 
interaction. Currently, you 
can run up to four concurrent 
tasks with Multi-window, 
including two split windows 
and two App Bubbles.

Bring down barriers 
with Super Device

Huawei MatePad Pro sup-
ports Tablet-PC Multi-screen 
Collaboration capabilities 
which contain three modes; 
Mirror Mode, Extend Mode 
and Collaborate Mode. The 
new Colour Capture feature 
allows you to select and ap-
ply colours across different 
apps in any use scenario, in-
cluding Multi-window, App 
Multiplier, or small window 
. After Multi-screen Collabo-
ration is established between 
a phone and tablet, you can 
click and select a colour on 
a phone window and apply 

it to the tablet , improving 
the efficiency of cross-de-
vice working and creation. 
Multi-screen Collaboration 
enables simple drag-and-
drop file transfers between 
smartphones and tablets. 
Peripheral sharing lets us-
ers type on the smartphone 
using the tablet’s keyboard 
and screen, play music saved 
on the smartphone with the 
tablet’s speakers and more. 
This solution also makes it 
possible for users to pick up 
calls or respond to text mes-
sages directly from the tablet, 
facilitating a seamless multi-
device experience.

Big battery in a compact 
body

Huawei MatePad Pro 
doesn’t sacrifice battery life 
for the sake of thinness. In 
its compact body, it packs an 
8300mAh ultra-large battery 
. It can power 11.5 hours  of 
1080p HD video playback 
and 8.5 hours  of web page 
browsing.

Appgallery
With the trusted, innova-

tive, user-friendly and secure 
AppGallery available on the 
Huawei nova Y90, where us-
ers can easily navigate, ex-
plore, find and download a 
wide range of high-quality 
apps.

China’s yuan slides to 14-year 
low after US interest rate hikes

Agencies

CHINA’S yuan fell to a 14-year 
low against the dollar Wednes-
day despite central bank ef-
forts to stem the slide after U.S. 
interest rate hikes prompted 
traders to convert money into 
dollars in search of higher re-
turns.

A weaker yuan helps Chi-
nese exporters by making their 
goods cheaper abroad, but it 
encourages capital to flow out 
of the economy. That raises 
costs for Chinese borrowers 
and sets back the ruling Com-
munist Party’s efforts to boost 
weak economic growth.

The yuan fell to 7.2301 to 
the dollar, its lowest level since 
January 2008. One yuan was 
worth about 13.8 cents, down 
15% from this year’s March 
high.

On Wednesday, a deputy 
central bank governor, Liu 
Guoqiang, held a video meeting 
with Chinese bankers and told 
them to “maintain the basic 
stability of the exchange rate,” 
according to a central bank 
statement. It said Liu warned 
the bankers against betting the 
yuan would rise or fall.

“Maintaining stability is 
the top priority,” the statement 
said.

The yuan has exceeded ex-
pectations it might fall to 7 to 
the dollar after the federal Re-
serve started aggressive rate 

hikes to cool inflation that is 
at a four-decade high. The fed 
has raised rates five times this 
year and says more increases 
are likely.

By contrast, the People’s 
Bank of China has cut interest 
rates to boost growth that fell 
to 2.2% over a year earlier in 
the first six months of 2022 — 
less than half the official 5.5% 
target.

The yuan is allowed to 
fluctuate up or down 2% from 
its starting price each day in 
tightly controlled trading. That 
prevents big daily swings, but 
down days can add up to a big 
change over time.

To shore up the exchange 
rate, Beijing cut the amount of 

foreign currency deposits Chi-
nese banks are required to hold 
as reserves to 6% from 8% as 
of Sept. 15. That increases the 
amount of dollars and other 
foreign currency available to 
buy yuan, which should push 
up the exchange rate.

Still, that reserve cut is 
unlikely to stop a slide that is 
driven by “a strong U.S. dollar 
and the expectation of more 
federal Reserve hikes,” said 
Iris Pang of ING in a report.

“Less aggressive rate hike 
talk” might help the yuan rally, 
but it might weaken further 
“if the fed maintains its very 
hawkish tone” into next year, 
Pang wrote.

Chinese officials have previ-

ously promised to avoid “com-
petitive devaluation” to gain an 
advantage in trade.

The yuan sank in 2019 dur-
ing trade tension with then-
President Donald Trump. That 
prompted suggestions Beijing 
was trying to reduce the impact 
of U.S. tariff hikes, but there 
was no official confirmation. 
The currency later strength-
ened.

Other governments also 
are struggling to manage capi-
tal flows under pressure from 
fed rate hikes. On friday, Vi-
etnam’s central bank raised a 
key interest rate in what econo-
mists said appeared to be an ef-
fort to stop an outflow of mon-
ey in search of higher returns.

The yuan fell to 7.2301 to the dollar, its lowest level since January 2008.

Al-Attiyah Energy Awards 
to return this October

Tribune news neTwork
Doha

SIx exceptional individuals 
will be recognised for their con-
tributions to the energy indus-
try at the eighth Abdullah Bin 
Hamad Al-Attiyah Internation-
al Energy Awards for Lifetime 
Achievement next month. 

The awards celebrate the 
legacy of His Excellency Al-
Attiyah, the former Minister 
of Energy and Industry and 
Deputy Prime Minister for 
the State of Qatar, by honour-
ing individuals for lifetime 
achievements in their fields of 
work and policy that emulate 
His Excellency’s 40 years of 
distinguished contributions to 

the global energy industry.
Dolphin Energy, Exxon-

Mobil, North Oil Company and 
TotalEnergies are the sponsors 
of this year’s ceremony and 
gala dinner, that will see over 
200 leaders from the energy 
industry in attendance.

A weaker yuan helps 
Chinese exporters by 
making their goods 
cheaper abroad

Biden to oil industry: Don’t raise prices as hurricane nears
Agencies

PRESIDENT Joe Biden on 
Wednesday warned oil and gas 
companies against increasing 
prices for consumers as Hurri-
cane Ian neared landfall along 
florida’s southwest coast.

“Do not, let me repeat, do 
not use this as an excuse to raise 
gasoline prices or gouge the 
American people,” Biden said at 
the start of a conference on hun-
ger in America.

Biden said that the hur-
ricane “provides no excuse for 
price increases at the pump” and 
if it happens, he will ask federal 
officials to determine ”whether 
price gauging is going on.”

“America is watching. The 
industry should do the right 
thing,” Biden added.

There are few signs that av-

erage gas prices have jumped 
significantly in florida as the 
hurricane began to approach. 
AAA put the statewide average 
at just under $3.40 a gallon, 
six-tenths of a cent higher than 

a week ago.
A 99-day run of falling pump 

prices nationally ended recently, 
and the 14-week decline was the 
longest streak since 2015. The 
nationwide average price had 

risen past $5 a gallon — and $6 
in California — in June as the 
economic recovery and an in-
crease in travel boosted demand 
for gasoline and Russia’s war 
in Ukraine caused a spike in oil 
prices. Gasoline prices mostly 
reflect trends in global oil pric-
es, and crude — both the U.S. 
benchmark and the internation-
al Brent — has been slumping 
since mid-June on growing fears 
of a global recession that would 
reduce demand for energy.

Many energy analysts be-
lieve prices are more likely to 
rise than fall in the next few 
months. But changes in senti-
ment about the economy, Rus-
sia’s war against Ukraine, and 
even hurricane season — always 
a threat to disrupt refineries 
along the Gulf Coast — make 
predictions uncertain.

US President Joe Biden

Ford to invest $700 mn 
at Louisville truck plant

Agencies

fORD will invest $700 million 
mainly at its Kentucky Truck 
Plant in Louisville, creating 
about 500 new jobs over the 
next four years.

The company made the an-
nouncement Tuesday after a 
state board approved incentives 
for ford’s investment in the 
state.

Most of the money will go 
to retool the truck plant, which 
makes Super Duty pickup 
trucks and chassis cabs, plus the 
ford Expedition and Lincoln 
Navigator large SUVs. The com-
pany has pledged to add around 
500 jobs at the plant by 2026. It 
now employs about 8,700 hour-
ly and salaried workers.

The investment will sup-
port vehicle production, mainly 
new versions of the Super Duty 
pickup. ford was to unveil a 
revamped Super Duty for the 
2023 model year at Church-
ill Downs on Tuesday night. 
It goes on sale in the spring of 
next year.

ford says it has more than 
12,000 people working at two 
vehicle assembly plants in Ken-
tucky. The company also has 
about 3,400 workers at the Lou-
isville Assembly Plant, which 
makes the ford Escape and 
Lincoln Corsair small SUVs. 

It’s also building two electric 
vehicle battery factories in the 
state, which will employ anoth-
er 5,000.

Kentucky Gov. Andy Bes-
hear praised the expansion 
during a visit to the truck plant 
Tuesday morning. Beshear said 
ford’s long history in Kentucky 
has led to a “special relation-
ship” with the state.

“Together we’re going to be 
building these automobiles and 
trucks of the future for hun-
dreds of years to come,” Bes-
hear said.

Beshear, the only Democrat 
who holds a statewide office in 
Kentucky, is eager to tout his 
administration’s economic suc-
cesses ahead of next year’s gov-
ernor’s race.

Along with the recent ford 
announcement, the company 
last year announced it would 
spend $5.8 billion to build the 
two new electric battery plants 
in Hardin County, just south 
of Louisville. Another electric 
vehicle battery plant from Jap-
anese firm Envision AESC is 
planned for southern Kentucky. 
Beshear unveiled that $2 billion 
investment in April.

ford officials said the in-
vestment in the truck plant will 
go toward retooling machinery 
inside the existing facility space 
at the Louisville plant.



Economy & Business

Agencies

The Bank of england took 
emergency action Wednesday 
to stabilize U.K. financial mar-
kets and head off a crisis in 
the broader economy after the 
government spooked investors 
with a program of unfunded 
tax cuts, sending the pound 
tumbling and the cost of gov-
ernment debt soaring.

The central bank warned 
that crumbling confidence in 
the economy posed a “material 
risk to U.K. financial stability,” 
while the International Mon-
etary Fund took the rare step 
to urge a member of the Group 
of Seven advanced economies 
to abandon its plan to cut taxes 
and increase borrowing to cov-
er the cost.

The Bank of england said it 
would buy long-term govern-
ment bonds over the next two 
weeks to combat a recent slide 
in British financial assets. The 
bank’s actions are focused on 
long-term government debt, 
where yields have soared in re-
cent days, pushing up govern-
ment borrowing costs.

“Were dysfunction in this 
market to continue or worsen, 
there would be a material risk 
to U.K. financial stability,″ the 
bank said in a statement. “This 
would lead to an unwarranted 
tightening of financing condi-
tions and a reduction of the 
flow of credit to the real econo-
my.″ The move came five days 
after Prime Minister Liz Truss’ 
new government sparked in-
vestor concern when it un-
veiled an economic stimulus 
program that included 45 bil-
lion pounds ($48 billion) of tax 
cuts and no spending reduc-
tions. It also wants to spend 
billions to help shield homes 
and businesses from soaring 
energy prices, sparking fears 
of spiraling government debt 
and higher inflation, which is 

already running at a nearly 40-
year high of 9.9%.

The British pound plunged 
to a record low against the U.S. 
dollar Monday following the 
government’s announcement, 
and yields on U.K. government 
debt soared. Yields on 10-year 
government bonds have ris-
en 325% this year, making it 
much more expensive for the 
government to borrow to fi-
nance its policies.

The Bank of england’s 
plan to buy government debt 
helped stabilize the bond mar-

ket, with 10-year bond yields 
falling to 4.235% in midday 
trading in London.

Yields, which measure 
the return buyers receive on 
their investment, had risen 
to 4.504% on Tuesday from 
3.495% the day before the tax 
cuts were announced.

The pound traded at 
$1.0628 on Wednesday in 
London, after rallying from 
a record low of $1.0373 on 
Monday. The British currency 
is still down 4% since Friday, 
and it has fallen 20% against 

the dollar in the past year.
Opposition parties de-

manded Parliament be re-
called from a two-week break 
to confront the economic cri-
sis. But Truss and Treasury 
chief Kwasi Kwarteng stayed 
silent and out of sight, gam-
bling that the economic storm 
will pass.

Northern Ireland Secretary 
Chris heaton-harris, one of 
the few government ministers 
on view Wednesday, said the 
government’s policies would 
“make my country richer and 

more prosperous.” “I think 
you will find economic policy 
takes more than a couple of 
days,” he said.

On Monday, the Bank of 
england had refrained from an 
emergency interest rate hike 
to offset the slide in the pound 
but said it would be willing to 
raise rates if necessary.

But the bank’s next sched-
uled meeting is not until No-
vember, and the lack of imme-
diate action did little to bolster 
the pound. The bank was able 
to step in immediately with 

bond purchases because its Fi-
nancial Policy Committee has 
a mandate to ensure the stabil-
ity of the financial system.

The British government 
said it has fully underwritten 
the central bank’s intervention 
on government bonds, known 
as gilts.

“The Bank has identified a 
risk from recent dysfunction in 
gilt markets, so the Bank will 
temporarily carry out purchas-
es of long-dated U.K. govern-
ment bonds from today in or-
der to restore orderly market 
conditions,” the Treasury said 
in a statement.

The U.K. government has 
resisted pressure to reverse 
course but says it will set out 
a more detailed fiscal plan and 
independent analysis from the 
Office for Budget responsibil-
ity on Nov. 23.

Kwarteng met Wednesday 
with executives from invest-
ment banks including Bank of 
America, JP Morgan, Stand-
ard Chartered an UBS in a bid 
to soothe markets alarmed by 
its economic plans.

The Treasury said 
Kwarteng underlined the 
government’s “clear commit-
ment to fiscal discipline” and 
promised new measures soon 
to boost economic growth, in-
cluding deregulation of finan-
cial services.

The economic turmoil is 
already having real-world ef-
fects, with British mortgage 
lenders pulling hundreds of 
offers from the market as bro-
kers waited to see what the 
bank would do on rates.

Susannah Streeter, senior 
investment and markets ana-
lyst at hargreaves Lansdown, 
said the Bank of england move 
“smacks of a bit of panic and 
also of frustration that the 
government appears to be dig-
ging in its heels, reluctant to 
perform a political U-turn.”

British central bank intervenes in 
market to arrest economic crisis

A man walks up the stairs in front of the Bank of England in London, Wednesday, Sept. 28, 2022. The Bank of England has launched a temporary 
bond-buying programme as it takes emergency action to prevent “material risk” to UK financial stability.

tug of war

In court brief, Musk says SEC 
is unlawfully muzzling him

Agencies

U.S. Securities regulators are 
unlawfully muzzling Tesla 
CeO elon Musk, violating his 
free speech rights by continu-
ally trying to enforce a 2018 
securities fraud settlement, 
Musk’s lawyer contends in a 
court brief.

The document, filed late 
Tuesday with the federal ap-
peals court in Manhattan, was 
written to support Musk’s ap-
peal of a lower court’s April 
decision to uphold the settle-
ment with Securities and ex-
change Commission.

The brief says that a pro-
vision in the settlement re-
quiring Musk to get prior ap-
proval before tweeting about 
the electric car company is an 
illegal “government-imposed 
muzzle on Mr. Musk’s speech 
before it is made.” The settle-
ment required that his tweets 
be approved by a Tesla attor-
ney before being published. 
The SeC is investigating 
whether Musk violated the 
settlement with tweets last 
November asking Twitter fol-
lowers if he should sell 10% of 
his Tesla stock.

But in the brief, Musk at-
torney Alex Spiro contends 
that the SeC is continually 
investigating Musk for top-
ics not covered by the settle-
ment. It asks the Second Cir-
cuit Court of Appeals to strike 
or modify the prior approval 
provision.

“The pre-approval provi-
sion in the consent decree 
qualifies as a prior restraint 
on speech that runs afoul of 
the First Amendment,” Spiro 
wrote. “It forbids future law-
ful speech on a range of top-
ics absent approval.” Further, 
Musk’s speech is chilled by 
the threat of SeC investiga-
tions and prosecution for 
contempt of court, the brief 
said.

The whole dispute stems 
from an October 2018 agree-

ment with the SeC that Musk 
signed. he and Tesla each 
agreed to pay $20 million in 
civil fines over Musk’s tweets 
about having the “funding se-
cured” to take Tesla private at 
$420 per share.

The funding was far from 
locked up, and the electric 
vehicle company remains 
public, but Tesla’s stock price 
jumped. The settlement spec-
ified governance changes, 
including Musk’s ouster as 
board chairman, as well as 
pre-approval of his tweets.

In April, U.S. District 
Judge Lewis Liman in New 
York rejected Musk’s bid 
to throw out the settlement 
that he signed with the SeC. 
he also denied a motion to 
nullify a subpoena of Musk 
seeking information about 
possible violations of the set-
tlement.

Limon’s ruling said that 
Musk made the tweets with-
out getting pre-approval, but 
the judge later wrote that he 
didn’t mean to pass judgment 
on that issue.

The SeC wouldn’t com-
ment on Wednesday.

Spiro writes that Mr. 
Musk’s waiver of his First 
Amendment rights in the set-
tlement was not voluntary 
because there was no way for 
Musk to know how far reach-
ing it was. “The provision ap-
plies to future speech about 
circumstances no one could 

anticipate in advance,” he 
wrote.

Musk, he said, is under 
constant threat that the SeC 
will disagree with his inter-
pretation of what he can say. 
Musk also agreed to the deal 
when Tesla was a smaller 
company and the SeC action 
could have jeopardized its fi-
nancing.

“The SeC has maintained 
constant investigations into 
Mr. Musk’s speech, employ-
ing nebulous interpretations 
of the consent decree seem-
ingly designed to curb and 
chill his future speech, all 
regarding speech entirely un-
related to the 2018 tweet for 
which the SeC initiated this 
action,” Spiro wrote.

Tesla is now the most 
valuable automaker in the 
world, and Musk is the 
world’s wealthiest person.

Liman ruled that Musk’s 
claim that economic duress 
caused him to sign the set-
tlement is “wholly unpersua-
sive.” even if Musk was wor-
ried that litigation with the 
SeC would ruin Tesla finan-
cially, “that does not estab-
lish a basis for him to get out 
of the judgment he voluntar-
ily signed,” Liman wrote.

The judge also said 
Musk’s argument that the 
SeC had used the settlement 
order to harass Musk and 
launch investigations was 
“meritless.”

Volkswagen’s offering of Porsche 
shares nearing the finish line
Volkswagen was nearing the finish line 
Wednesday as it readied the sale of shares in 
luxury carmaker Porsche ahead of an expected 
market listing that will rank among the largest 
such offerings in european history.

The German automaker estimates the deal 
could reap as much as 9.5 billion euros ($9.08 
billion) that it can use for its push into soft-
ware, services and electric and autonomous 
vehicles in line with the shifting focus of the 
global auto industry.

Volkswagen on Wednesday was expected 
to complete the process of lining up investors 
and determining the final share price, which 
requires a decision of its board of directors, 
before the listing Thursday.

The deal enables Volkswagen to tap into 
investor interest in Porsche, whose fat profit 
margins of 15% to 20% on vehicles like the 911 
sports car and Cayenne SUV are far above the 
single-digit profits common to mass-market 
automobiles.

The proceeds will help pay for Volkswa-
gen’s “massive” investments in revamping 
factories and research and development, said 
Christian Stadler, professor of strategic man-
agement at Warwick Business School.

“They need money, and electrification is su-
per expensive,” Stadler said. “And when we look 
ahead, it’s getting more and more expensive to 
simply borrow money” as interest rates rise.

Stadler said Volkswagen was also likely 
mindful of the successful 2015 offering of a 
minority stake in luxury carmaker Ferrari.

The transaction values Porsche as a whole 
at around 75 billion euros, compared with 86 
billion euros for all of Volkswagen, including 
Porsche and its 11 other brands, before the deal.

That outsized value is a testimony in part 
to expectations that luxury businesses often 

hold up better during recessions thanks to 
their well-heeled customer base. U.S. prices 
for the Porsche 911 sports car start around 
$106,000 and head up from there.

Right now, prospects are clouded for the 
auto industry as inflation and high interest 
rates lead to recession fears in major econo-
mies such as europe and the U.S.

While Wolfsburg-based Volkswagen will 
remain the majority shareholder in Porsche 
and the companies’ industrial cooperation 
will continue, the sale is intended to give Por-
sche more autonomy. Volkswagen CeO Oliver 
Blume, who has kept his earlier role as head of 
Porsche, will continue in that dual role.

Under the offering, 12.5% of Porsche is be-
ing sold to investors in the form of non-voting 
shares. As part of the transaction, another 
12.5% plus one share in voting shares is being 
purchased at a 7.5% premium by Porsche Au-
tomobil holding Se, representing the Porsche 
and Piech families, descendants of automo-
tive pioneer Ferdinand Porsche. The holding 
is also Volkswagen’s controlling shareholder 
with 53% of voting shares.

The state investment funds of Qatar, Nor-
way and Abu Dhabi have already agreed to 
take stakes, along with money manager T. 
Rowe Price.

Volkswagen took over Porsche in 2012 af-
ter Porsche made a failed bid for Volkswagen 
and wound up laden with debt.

Total proceeds from the sales of the two 
blocks of shares is estimated to total as much 
as 19.5 billion euros at the upper end of the of-
fer range of 76.50 euros to 82.50 euros. Of that 
amount, 49% will be paid out as a dividend to 
Volkswagen shareholders, leaving 9.5 billion 
euros for the automaker to use to fund its in-
vestments in future technologies.

A Porsche 911 GT3 with Touring Package is on display during an event of German car maker Volkswa-
gen on the eve of the opening of the International Frankfurt Motor Show IAA in Frankfurt, Germany, 
Monday, Sept. 11, 2017, which runs through Sept. 24, 2017. 
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52 Days to go

I have the dream of playing at a World Cup 
and winning a Champions League.  
 – Brazilian Richarlison

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 29, 2022

BAYERN Munich forward Sadio Mané has been backed by sporting 
director Hasan Salihamidzic to rediscover his form. The Senegal star 
made a strong start to his Bayern career after moving from Liverpool 
in June but has now gone five games without a goal. The German 
champions, looking to play without a main striker after the exit of 
Robert Lewandowski, have not won in four Bundesliga games. 
“Sadio still needs a little time, he has to get used to the Bundesliga 
but he will,” Salihamidzic told Sport Bild on Wednesday. “I know how 
it is as the new player in a team, in another country, in another city, 
in another football culture. “Sadio is going through this process, 
soon he will trust himself more and we will see that on the pitch.” 
Salihamidzic separately told Bayern’s members’ magazine that he did 
not expect much transfer movement in January after November and 
December’s World Cup. “I’m not the biggest fan of January trans-
fers because I complete my planning for the season in the summer 
window. But of course we will closely follow the World Cup,” he said. 
“I don’t believe there will be any huge transfers.” (DPA)

Bayern sporting director backs  
struggling Mane to find his feet

 Quick read

Messi is like Federer, says 
Argentina coach Scaloni

LIONEL Messi should be 
appreciated by fans of 
all countries at the FIFA 

World Cup as he will be missed 
like Roger Federer “and more” 
when he retires, says Argentina 
coach Lionel Scaloni.

Messi scored twice after 
coming off the bench in Ar-
gentina’s 3-0 win over Jamaica 
on Tuesday, their penultimate 
friendly before Qatar 2022.

La Albiceleste head to the 
finals as one of the favourites, 
having won the Copa America 
last year.

That was Messi’s long-
awaited first major interna-
tional honour, and this could 
be the 35-year-old’s last chance 
to win a World Cup, having lost 
in the 2014 final.

Although the Paris Saint-
Germain superstar remains on 
top of his game, scoring six goals 
across his past four matches for 
club and country, Scaloni knows 
he cannot go on forever.

And the Argentina boss ex-
pects Messi’s eventual retire-
ment will be received with the 
same outpouring that met ten-
nis legend Federer’s decision to 
quit the sport last week.

“[Messi] is like Federer,” 
Scaloni said after the Jamaica 
game. “He retired and what 
happened when he retired? 
Everybody [was] excited, eve-
rybody is thinking, ‘he won’t be 
here anymore, he’s not going to 
play anymore’.

“How many of us would 
like to see Federer play tennis? 
Because it was wonderful to 

watch him play. The same will 
happen with [Messi] and more, 
because football is a sport that 
moves much more.

“So, let’s enjoy him. Every-
one enjoys him regardless of 
the country, it’s wonderful to 
see him.

“I have the possibility of 
training him, but I would be a 
fan, I would pay a ticket to see 
him and I would buy his shirt, 
regardless of the country.

“So, the only thing left is 
to enjoy him, because I don’t 
know if something like this will 
ever be repeated. So, you have 
to enjoy him and nothing else.”

Scaloni, meanwhile, has 
said that he is “excited and 
grateful” at the prospect of 
continuing as Argentina coach 
through to the 2026 World Cup.

Chiqui Tapia, president of 
the Argentine Football Associa-
tion, stated an agreement had 
been reached between both 
parties for Scaloni to remain in 
his post for the next four years.

A new deal would be a fine 
reward for Scaloni, who re-
placed Jorge Sampaoli after the 
2018 World Cup, where Argen-
tina were beaten by eventual 
champions France in the last 16.

Under Scaloni, Argentina 
won the Copa America last year 
to end a drought at major tour-
naments dating back to 1993.

A routine 3-0 win over Ja-
maica on Tuesday, in which 
Lionel Messi scored twice off 
the bench, also saw Argentina 
stretch their unbeaten run to 
35 matches.

Scaloni is now focused on 

continuing his work with the 
national team. “I’m excited and 
grateful,” Scaloni said about 
Tapia’s announcement. “I want 
to continue, who wouldn’t want 
to do it with the Argentine na-
tional team.

“I have the best relation-
ship with the president, we met 
today, everything is on track.”

The fixture against Jamaica 
was Argentina’s penultimate 
game before the World Cup 
with a friendly against the Unit-
ed Arab Emirates to come be-
fore the tournament in Qatar.

Asked about his team’s 
World Cup chances, Scaloni 
added: “I do not go to Qatar 
with an inflated chest. There 
are great teams and it is very 
difficult to say who can win the 
World Cup.

“Whatever it has to be in 
the World Cup [it will be], but 
we are going to leave every last 
drop of sweat [out there].”

Argentina’s first group-
stage match takes place on 
November 22nd against Saudi 
Arabia. (Fifa.com)

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA 

ON Thursday, Paris will wit-
ness the launch of the first of the 
events associated with the Qatar 
Prix Arc de Triomphe weekend, 
which has been sponsored by 
the Qatar Racing and Equestri-
an Club (QREC) since 2008.

The opening event will be 
the annual horse auction for 
Purebred Arabians organised 
by the Arqana at Saint Cloud 
Racecourse in the presence of 
QREC senior management led 
by QREC Chairman His Excel-
lency Issa bin Mohammed Al 
Mohannadi and a number of 
horse owners both from Qatar 
and from other countries given 
the high value of the auction 
and the horses displayed there.

This year, the Qatar Prix 
Arc de Triomphe weekend 
is being held less than two 
months before the kick-off the 

FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022, 
which, in turn, will be held for 
the first time ever in the Middle 
East. While the event is Paris is 
a global horse racing one, the 
spirit of the FIFA World Cup 
Qatar 2022 will be prevailing 
throughout the weekend and 
the associated events, espe-
cially with the large numbers 
of French, European and in-
ternational racegoers at Paris 
Longchamp on Saturday and 
Sunday. 

In addition, QREC, in coor-
dination with the relevant au-
thorities, will distribute book-
lets on the FIFA World Cup 
Qatar 2022, highlighting the 
fact that Qatar is fully prepared 
and ready for hosting the mega 
historical event.

Beside the horse auction, 
other events include a race 
meeting at Saint Cloud Race-
course as well on Friday. The 
day will include two major Gr1 

Arabian races; the Qatar Ara-
bian Trophy for 3YO Fillies and 
the Qatar Arabian Trophy for 
3YO Colts. Qatari-owned hors-
es will be present with strong 
hopes in both races.

On Saturday and Sunday, 
the horse racing action will 
move to ParisLongchamp with 
many group races over the two 
days. The big Sunday will see 
the two most prestigious Gr1 
races during the weekend and 
internationally as well; namely, 

the Qatar Arabian World Cup 
and the Qatar Prix Arc de Tri-
omphe. Qatari-owned horses 
will be there in both of them, 
looking for new victories.

Continuing success 
Just ahead of the start of Qa-
tar Prix de l’Arc de Triomphe 
weekend, QREC Chairman His 
Excellency Issa bin Moham-
med Al Mohannadi, said: “We 
look forward to continuing suc-
cess in sponsoring this major 
global event, which is the best 
horse race in the world. The 
partnership between QREC and 
France Galop continues to go 
from strength to strength and 
the mutual gains over the years 
have been really valuable. The 
weekend just before the FIFA 
World Cup Qatar 2022 adds ex-
tra significance to it and, at the 
same time, focuses the atten-
tion of everyone towards Doha 

to learn more about Qatar’s 
readiness to host and organise 
an exceptional version of the 
FIFA World Cup, given the huge 
potential that Qatar enjoys and 
which will prove Qatar’s ability 
to win this challenge and dazzle 
the whole world. 

“QREC’s sponsorship of 
the Qatar Prix de l’Arc de Tri-
omphe has rendered numerous 
benefits and advantages and it 
will continue for years to come. 
QREC is proud to have several 
national companies and organ-
isations sharing this event and 
being part of its success.” 

As usual Longines contin-
ues their role as the partner of 
the Prix de l Opera Longines 
and the Prix de l’Abbaye de 
Longchamp Longines and both 
are Gr1 races. Qatar Airways is 
again the official transporter of 
the event. Manateq returns to 
be associated with the weekend 

by sponsoring Gr1 Qatar prix 
Jean Luc Lagardere on Sunday. 

In addition, Qatar Tourism 
/Visit Qatar are sponsoring the 
raffle on Sunday, the prize of the 
winner will include two return 
business class tickets to Doha 
with the World’s Best Airline, 
Qatar Airways, full board luxury 
accommodation at the Manda-
rin Oriental Hotel and access to 
the HH The Amir Sword Festi-
val in February 2023. 

The Education Above All 
(EAA) Foundation will be as-
sociated with the Qatar Prix de 
l’Arc de Triomphe. EAA aims to 
transform lives through educa-
tion, being the single most ef-
fective means of reducing pov-
erty, creating peaceful and just 
societies, unlocking the full po-
tential of every child and youth, 
and creating the right condi-
tions to achieve the Sustainable 
Development Goals.

Spirit of FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 to 
prevail at Qatar Prix de l’Arc de Triomphe

Hoggar de l’Ardus – winner of Qatar Arabian World Cup 2021 – in action during the Qatar Prix de l’Arc de Triomphe at ParisLongchamp last year.

HORSE AUCTION INAUGURATES ASSOCIATED EVENTS IN PARIS TODAY 

 The partnership between QREC and France Galop 
continues to go from strength to strength. The Qatar Prix de 
l’Arc de Triomphe weekend just before the FIFA World Cup 
Qatar 2022 adds extra significance to it and, at the same 
time, focuses the attention of everyone towards Doha to 
learn more about Qatar’s readiness to host and organise 
an exceptional version of the FIFA World Cup.

QREC Chairman HE Issa bin Mohammed Al Mohannadi

Hassan Al Thawadi, Secretary-General of the Supreme Committee for 
Delivery and Legacy (SC) was honoured with a special leaders appre-
ciation award at the Leaders Sports Awards 2022 held in London on 
Tuesday. The award was presented by football legend Xavi Hernandez.

SC Secy-General honoured  
at Leaders Sports Awards

Argentina’s Lionel Messi (R) dribbles past Jamaica’s Damion Lowe 
during their international friendly at Red Bull Arena in Harrison, New 
Jersey, on Tuesday. Argentina won 3-0. (AFP)

Argentina coach Lionel Scaloni (R) 
with Lionel Messi.
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Mancini eyes 2026 triumph as Italy prepare to ‘suffer’ through Qatar
STATS PERFORM/DPA

ROME 

ITALY coach Roberto Mancini 
is already targeting World Cup 
glory in 2026, as the Azzurri 
prepare to “suffer” through this 
year’s tournament after failing 
to qualify.

The European champions 
will be the most high-profile 
side to miss the tournament in 
Qatar after slipping to a humili-
ating play-off defeat to North 
Macedonia in March.

Italy were also absent from 
Russia in 2018 following a play-
off loss to Sweden, meaning 
their exile from football’s most 
storied competition will stretch 
to a minimum of 12 years.

The Azzurri also suffered 
group-stage exits in 2010 and 
2014, meaning their most recent 
World Cup knockout tie remains 
2006’s final victory over France.

Mancini, however, is de-

termined to end Italy’s World 
Cup woes when the tournament 
heads to the United States, Mex-
ico and Canada in four years’ 
time, and believes their failure 
to reach Qatar was unjust. 

 “Winning with the national 
team is the best thing there can 
be,” he said at an event in Rome.  
“Giving Italians such joy is in-
credible, now we have to wait 
four years. We will aim to win 
the next World Cup in America.

“We are working, unfortu-
nately we will suffer until De-
cember - the disappointment 
of not qualifying for the World 
Cup does not fade.  

“It was totally unfair, but 
the defeats must be faced. We 
did not deserve to stay out of 
the World Cup, but unfortu-
nately, that’s how it went.” 

Asked why he chose to con-
tinue as Italy coach following 
their play-off embarrassment, 
the former Manchester City 

boss added: “Honestly, I don’t 
know, at that moment I just 
wanted to turn the page be-
cause it went badly.  

“But winning the European 
Championship brings incred-
ible joy. Now we have to wait a 
few years and then we want to 
try for those emotions again.” 

Italy have since salvaged 
some pride by winning their 
Nations League group, finish-
ing above Hungary, Germany 
and England to reach next 
year’s finals. And Mancini was 
keen to emphasise the difficul-
ty of that achievement, adding: 
“It wasn’t easy, the boys put 
everything in.  

“England are a danger to 
win the World Cup, they have an 
incredible squad and Hungary 
are a very physical team.” 

Italy will contest friendlies 
against Albania and Austria 
when elite club football pauses 
for the World Cup in November. 

Italy’s defender Federico Dimarco (2ndL) and Hungary’s midfielder Dominik Szoboszlai (2ndR) vie for the ball 
as Italy’s head coach Roberto Mancini (L) and Hungary’s Italian coach Marco Rossi watch the action during 
the UEFA Nations League Group 3 match in Puskas Arena of Budapest on Monday. (AFP)
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TITE has slammed Dylan 
Bronn’s challenge on Neymar 
during Brazil’s win over Tunisia, 
claiming it was “a move to take 
a player out of the World Cup”.

The Selecao completed 
their preparations for Qatar 
World Cup with a commanding 
5-1 victory in Paris, with Ney-
mar among the goals as his 
penalty took him to 75 at inter-
national level.

But the Paris Saint-Ger-
main forward was subjected to 
a heavy challenge in the 42nd 
minute by Tunisia defender 
Bronn, who was sent off.

And while Tite welcomed 
the competitive nature of the 
friendly with Jalel Kadri’s side, 
who were unbeaten in seven 
games, the Brazil coach was 
far from pleased with the treat-
ment of his talisman.

“We were in an atmosphere 
where most of the fans were 
from Tunisia,” he said. “At 
some points, I tried to locate 
our fans, they diluted.

This has created an atmos-
phere of competitive play.

“The game on the pitch - we 
knew it would be competitive, 
loyal, but I didn’t imagine the 
move that happened to Ney-
mar. It’s a move to take a player 
out of the World Cup.

“We try to make two friend-
lies with teams that are in the 
World Cup, because the degree 
of demand is very high, physi-
cal, technical and mental. Tuni-
sia had seven games unbeaten.

“The competitive spirit 
doesn’t allow you to play a 

friendly that doesn’t have an 
emotional clash, so we wanted 
to prepare, and we were going 
to take that risk, yes. But it’s 
what we decided.”

 The five-time world champi-
ons head to Qatar later this year 
on a 15-match unbeaten streak – 
winning their last seven – ahead 
of facing Serbia, Switzerland and 
Cameroon in Group G.

Neymar nears Pele record
Neymar closed in on Pele’s all-

time Brazil goalscoring record 
netting his 75th senior interna-

tional goal from the penalty spot 
- moving two shy of equalling 

the tally of legendary Pele.
Raphinha struck twice, while 

Richarlison and Pedro were also 
on target as Tite’s side complet-
ed their World Cup preparations 
in emphatic fashion.

Montassar Talbi scored 
what proved a consolation for 
Tunisia, who had Dylan Bronn 
sent off as they suffered their 
first defeat in eight games.

Brazil led in the 11th min-
ute when Casemiro’s floated 
ball into the box was met by 
Raphinha, who sent a looping 
header beyond the dive of Ay-
men Dahmen.

Tunisia responded as Talbi 
nodded in from Anis Ben Sli-
mane’s free-kick, but the Sele-
cao regained the lead less than 
two minutes later with Richar-
lison latching onto Raphinha’s 
neat throughball and drilling 
through Dahmen’s legs.

Neymar made it 3-1 when 
he calmly converted from 12 
yards after Aissa Laidouni 
dragged down Casemiro, be-
fore Raphinha fired home his 
second goal of the game from 
Richarlison’s lay-off.

Tunisia were reduced to 
10 men before the break with 
Bronn shown a straight red card 
for a rash challenge on Neymar.

Antony and Vinicius Junior 
went close to increasing the ad-
vantage in the second half, be-
fore Pedro scored Brazil’s fifth 16 
minutes from time - the Flamen-
go forward brilliantly volleying in 
his first international goal.

Casemiro and Thiago Silva 
each almost made it six, but the 
Selecao had already done more 
than enough to stretch their 
unbeaten streak to 15 matches.

Tite accuses Tunisia of attempting  
to kick Neymar out of World Cup

STATS PERFORM/DPA 
BERLIN 

SPAIN’S head coach Luis En-
rique “had the feeling that the 
goal was going to come” for the 
team as a late Alvaro Morata 
strike earned victory over Por-
tugal to reach next year’s Na-
tions League Finals.

Spain needed to win in Bra-
ga if they were to top Group A2 
above Portugal, but the hosts 
had the better of the first-half 
opportunities.

However, substitutions 
from Enrique turned the game 
in Spain’s favour, before they 
found a dramatic 88th-minute 
winner when Morata smashed 
in from Nico Williams’ down-
wards header.

Enrique claims he knew his 
team were going to score, tell-
ing reporters: “It is a wonder-
ful sport in which victory is the 
best antidote for any depres-
sion or state of sadness.

“Portugal are a top team. 
In the first half, I insisted a lot, 
perhaps too much, on having 
the ball, and we did. It is clear 
that we prefer to make the 

passes in the opposing half.
“The first half is necessary 

to show that the ball is ours; in 
the second half, I had the feel-
ing that the goal was going to 
come.

“We repeat reaching the fi-
nal four, and it is a great joy.” 
The important victory will no 
doubt stir hopes of Spain re-
peating their 2010 heroics, 

when Vicente del Bosque led 
the nation to their first and 
only World Cup crown.

The 2022 tournament in 
Qatar is fast approaching, and 
Enrique faces tough decisions 
in picking his final squad.

“It is wonderful to train 
these players,” he told reporters. 

 “The list is not 26; there 
are 40 who can come to the 

World Cup. It is a pleasure to 
train players of such quality.

“The pity is that players are 
going to stay out [of the final 
squad].” 

Spain needed to win to 
leapfrog Fernando Santos’ side 
atop Group A2 but had looked 
set to be frustrated, with Por-
tugal enjoying the better of the 
first-half opportunities.

Enrique ‘had the feeling’ Spain 
were going to score in vital win

Spain’s forward Alvaro Morata (C,R) celebrates with teammates after victory in the UEFA Nations League, 
league A, Group 2 match against Portugal at the Municipal Stadium in Braga, Portugal, on Tuesday. (AFP)
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Brazil’s forward Neymar (C) fights for the ball with Tunisia’s midfielder Ellyes Skhiri (R) during their friendly at 
the Parc des Princes in Paris on Tuesday. Brazil won 5-1. (AFP)

Brazil’s head coach Tite (R) reacts during the friendly between Brazil 
and Tunisia at the Parc des Princes in Paris on Tuesday. (AFP)

Portugal’s 
Fernandes: 
No need for 

Ronaldo 
‘soap opera’

STATS PERFORM/DPA
BERLIN 

BRUNO Fernandes has de-
fended Cristiano Ronaldo and 
believes there is “no need” for a 
“soap opera” around his Man-
chester United and Portugal 
team-mate following a 1-0 loss 
to Spain.

After an impressive 4-0 win 
against the Czech Republic put 
Portugal in pole position in Na-
tions League Group A2, they were 
beaten by La Roja and missed out 
on a place in the Finals.

Ronaldo failed to score in 
a third consecutive game at in-
ternational level, seeing two at-
tempts saved by Unai Simon, and 
appeared extremely disappoint-
ed and frustrated at full-time.

But Fernandes came to his 
colleague’s defence, saying: 
“There is no need to make great 
stories. Cristiano is here, he is 
here to help, and he will con-
tinue to help.

“Cristiano is a forward; he 
wants to score goals. Frustra-
tion is normal, but there was no 
one more frustrated than any-
one else.

“We were all very frustrated 
– there is no need to make a 
soap opera around Cristiano.” 
Ronaldo has just one goal and 
one assist for club and coun-
try this season, but Fernandes 
added: “He has done what he 
has to do; the goals will appear.

“This is a phase. When the 
goals start to appear, he will 
have more capacity and tran-
quillity to continue scoring 
many goals for our national 
team. We cannot forget that he 
is the best scorer ever.” 

After two disappointing in-
ternational tournaments, not 
progressing past the last 16 at 
either the 2018 World Cup or 
Euro 2020, Qatar provides an 
opportunity for Portugal to set 
things right.  

“[The Nations League] 
doesn’t get in the way,” Fer-
nandes said. 

“The World Cup is a com-
pletely different competition.”

Portugal’s forward Cristiano Ron-
aldo vies with Spain’s midfielder 
Rodrigo Hernandez (L) during the 
UEFA Nations League, league A, 
Group 2 match at the Municipal 
Stadium in Braga on Tuesday. (AFP)

Tunisia were reduced to 
10 men before the break 
with Bronn shown a 
straight red card for a rash 
challenge on Neymar.

MADRID: Karim Benzema is 
“feeling very good” and is ready 
to play a part in Real Madrid’s 
next match after returning to train-
ing on Wednesday. The France 
striker missed Madrid’s last three 
matches prior to the interna-
tional break with a knee injury and 
played no part in his country’s two 
Nations League games. However, 
Benzema has recovered from the 
injury sustained against Celtic on 
September 6 and is in contention 
to start Sunday’s LaLiga clash 
against Osasuna. “I’m pleased 
to be back with the team,” he 
told the club’s official website. 
“It’s been some time [away] and 
I’ve had time to do a pre-season.  
“I’m feeling very good, comfort-
able. I’m looking forward to the 
game on Sunday. “I’ve been doing 
a lot of fitness work. I’ve not 
touched the ball but I trained for 
the first time today. I’ve done a lot 
of running and strength training 
over the past few days. “I also 
worked out at home. I was a bit 
late back from my holidays and 
I didn’t have much time to do a 
good pre-season, which is why I’ve 
done it now and I feel very good.” 
(STATS Perform/DPA)

Real’s Benzema  
back in training and 
‘feeling very good’

 Quick read
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STANDINGS leader Max Ver-
stappen says there is no rush to 
wrap up the Formula One title 
this weekend and he will sim-
ply be looking to achieve the 
best result possible at the Sin-
gapore Grand Prix.

Red Bull’s defending cham-
pion could be crowned again 
on Sunday if he wins the race 
and the results of rivals go his 
way - in permutations which 
are complicated by a point also 
being awarded for fastest lap.

In essence he needs to out-
score Ferrari’s Charles Leclerc 
by 22 points, team mate Ser-
gio Perez by 13 and Mercedes’ 
George Russell by six.

But with a 116-point lead in 
the standings after 11 wins this 
term and five in a row, it is only 
a matter of time with six races 
remaining.

“I don’t really think about 
the championship, I just want 
to have a positive weekend on 
track and take it race by race, 
there’s no rush,” the 24-year-
old Dutchman said in a team 
statement on Wednesday.

F1 has not been to Singa-
pore for a street circuit night 
race for two years because of 

the coronavirus pandemic and 
Verstappen is happy to be back.

“We haven’t been to Sin-
gapore for a while so it will be 
interesting to see how the track 
has evolved. It’s definitely one of 
the best races of the year and it’s 
a beautiful place to be,” he said.

“It’s important to have a 
good qualifying lap here so 
we’ll be focussing on that.” 

Williams driver Albon  
fit to return 
Williams driver Alexander Al-
bon will return to the cockpit 
at this weekend’s Singapore 
Grand Prix after missing the 
last race due to appendicitis 
and then suffering respiratory 
failure.

Replacement Nyck de Vries 
finished a heady ninth on debut 
at the Italian Grand Prix three 
weeks ago but Thai Albon is fit 
again for the Asian swing of the 
calendar. His severe breathing 
problems led to a spell in inten-
sive care following a rare reac-
tion to the anaesthetic.

“My preparation for Singa-
pore has been a little different 
than normal but I’m feeling 
good and I’ve done everything 
possible to get ready for one of 
the most physical races on the 
calendar,” he said in a team 

statement on Wednesday.
“I am not underestimating 

how big of a challenge this is go-
ing to be, but I am looking for-
ward to hitting the track on Fri-

day and getting back driving.” 
Singapore is seen as a tough 
race due to the tight street cir-
cuit and high humidity.

Nicholas Latifi will race 

alongside Albon for Williams 
but has already been ditched for 
next season, possibly opening 
the door for De Vries, who may 
though have better options.

Inconsistent German Mick 
Schumacher is reportedly also 
among the potential candi-
dates with his future at Haas 
uncertain.

Singapore F1 GP: Verstappen in no hurry to clinch title

This picture shows the installation for the upcoming Formula One Singapore Grand Prix night race at the Marina Bay Street Circuit in Singapore. (AFP)

DPA
BERLIN 

FORMULA One team Mer-
cedes have extended their 
sponsorship and technical 
partnership deal with Malay-
sian oil firm Petronas in a bid 
to get ahead of the 2026 change 
to sustainable fuels.

Mercedes have amassed 115 
Grand Prix wins and eight con-
structors’ championships since 
2010 with Petronas at their 
side and now want to take ad-
vantage of the partnership in a 
new era for the sport. 

F1 is targeting a 50% elec-
trification of the power unit 
and development of road-rel-
evant 100% advanced sustain-
able fuels from 2026.

“Today we are doing some-
thing a little bit unusual - an-
nouncing a partnership that 
will begin in four years’ time. 
This sends an important mes-
sage: our team and Petronas 
are no longer just partners, we 
are family, and we will be one 

team for many more years to 
come,” team principal Toto 
Wolff said in a statement on 
Wednesday.

“From 2026, advanced sus-
tainable fuel will be at the heart 
of F1 performance - and this 
gives us a fantastic opportunity 
to demonstrate our expertise in 
this domain.” 

F1 returns with the Singa-
pore Grand Prix this weekend. 
But big changes are afoot in 
coming years, with six sprint 
races announced on Tuesday 
for next season and an even 
bigger revolution coming in 
2026.

Petronas chief executive 
Datuk Tengku Muhammad 
Taufik said: “Petronas looks 
forward to charting the next 
chapter with a focus on ad-
vanced sustainable fuel for 
Mercedes and its customer 
teams.

“At the heart of our efforts 
will be sustainability - as we all 
progress towards a lower-car-
bon future.”

Mercedes eye 2026  
fuel advantage after  
new Petronas deal

From L-R: Mercedes’ British driver Lewis Hamilton, Petronas President 
Tengku Muhammad Taufik, Mercedes’ British driver George Russell,  
and Mercedes’ Austrian team principal Toto Wolff (R) following a  
signing ceremony in Kuala Lumpur on Wednesday, ahead of this  
weekend’s Formula One Singapore Grand Prix. (AFP)

Multiple records for Suryakumar 
in India’s big win over S Africa

AGENCIES
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM 

SURYAKUMAR Yadav became 
the highest run-scorer for India 
in a calendar year in T20Is dur-
ing the first T20I against South 
Africa on Wednesday.

Suryakumar Yadav contin-
ued his incredible run in T20Is 
in 2022, completing more than 
700 runs in the format in the 
year. His tally of runs in T20Is 
in 2022 is a record for an In-
dian batter with Suryakumar 
going past Shikhar Dhawan’s 
689 runs in 2018 in the format.

What makes his record even 
more outrageous is the fact that 
Yadav has scored these runs at 
a strike rate of more than 180 
and an average more than 40.

Walking in at No.4 in the 
first T20I against South Africa 
with India reduced to 17/2 in 
the seventh over, Yadav hit 
two sixes off his first three balls 
to give the Indian innings a 
change in momentum after a 
slow start.

He remained unbeaten on 
50 off 33 balls as India scaled 
the target with more than three 
overs to spare.

With the two sixes early in 
the innings, Yadav also went 
past Pakistan’s Mohammad Ri-
zwan to record the most sixes 
in any calendar year in T20Is. 
Rizwan held the record for his 
42 sixes in 2021 with Martin 
Guptill also smashing 41 sixes 
in 2021.

Yadav has taken his tally of 

sixes to 45 in 2022 already, a 
record in all T20Is, with three 
more months to widen the gap 

with Rizwan. While Rizwan 
took 26 innings to make 42 six-
es, Suryakumar has broken the 

record batting five times fewer.
Yadav is up to second po-

sition in the latest MRF Tyres 
ICC Men’s T20I Player Rank-
ings with 801 rating points af-
ter his half-century in the third 
and final T20I against Austral-
ia in Hyderabad.

Scores: India 110 for 2 (Rahul 
51*, Suryakumar 50*) beat 
South Africa 106 for 8 (Maharaj 
41, Arshdeep 3-32, Chahar 2-24) 
by eight wickets.

India’s Suryakumar Yadav celebrates after winning the first Twenty20 international against South Africa at the 
Greenfield International Stadium in Thiruvananthapuram on Wednesday. (AFP)

Player  Runs  Batting Avg   Strike Rate  Year
Suryakumar Yadav  732  40.66  180.29  2022
Shikhar Dhawan  689  40.52  147.22  2018
Virat Kohli  641  106.83  140.26  2016
Rohit Sharma  590  36.87  147.5  2018
Rohit Sharma  497  29.23  131.48  2016
Rohit Sharma  497  26.15  146.17  2022

Runs & Scoring Rate

Pakistan pip England to take 3-2 lead
AGENCIES

LAHORE  

PAKISTAN took a 3-2 lead in 
their seven-match Twenty20 
series against England with a 
six-run victory in a low-scoring 
match on Wednesday, reports 
BBC.com.

Chasing just 146 for the 
win, England never recovered 
from a poor start in the power-
play that saw them reduced to 
31-3 inside five overs.

A defiant knock from cap-
tain Moeen Ali, who ended 
unbeaten on 51, left England 
needing 15 runs off the last 
over, but some superb death 
bowling from debutant Aamir 
Jamal saw them fall just short 
on 139-7.

Earlier, England fast bowl-
er Mark Wood took 3-20 as 
Pakistan were bowled out for 
145 after 19 overs, Mohammad 
Rizwan the only batter to offer 
resistance with 63 from 46 de-
liveries.

The penultimate game of the 
seven-match series takes place 
on Friday, again in Lahore.

After failing to chase down 

167 in Sunday’s fourth T20, 
a poor start with the bat cost 
England again in a match they 
looked in control of at the half-
way stage.

Alex Hales sliced Moham-
mad Nawaz straight to back-
ward point from the fifth ball of 
the innings, fellow opener Phil 
Salt heaved Haris Rauf to deep 

square leg two overs later and 
Ben Duckett was also caught on 
the boundary off Mohammad 
Wasim.

Pakistan’s spinners - Nawaz, 

Shadab Khan and Iftikhar 
Ahmed - were superb in restrict-
ing England’s scoring in the 
middle overs and ensuring they 
never got a grip of the run rate.

There was no boundary 
off the bat for 28 deliveries at 
one stage and, when Jamal re-
moved Sam Curran with just 
his second ball in international 
cricket, England were 85-6.

Moeen’s gritty knock, fea-
turing two fours and four sixes, 
gave England hope, but he was 
left with too much to do.

The major plus point on an 
otherwise poor evening was 
the performance of Wood, who 
has taken 6-44 across his two 
matches as he continues his re-
turn from six months out with 
an elbow injury.

There was also a first in-
ternational appearance since 
March for Warwickshire all-
rounder Woakes, as England’s 
injury problems continue to ease 
ahead of the T20 World Cup.
Scores: Pakistan 145 (19 overs): 
Rizwan 63 (46); Wood 3-20 bt 
England 139-7 (20 overs): Moeen 
51* (37); Rauf 2-41 by six runs; 
lead series 3-2.

Pakistan’s players celebrate their win in the fifth Twenty20 international cricket match between Pakistan and 
England at the Gaddafi Cricket Stadium in Lahore on Wednesday. (AFP)

Australia have upped the ante 
in their quest to retain their ICC 
Men’s T20 World Cup crown by 
recalling a quartet of big guns for 
their upcoming two-match T20I 
series at home against the West 
Indies. The series will form a 
crucial period for Australia ahead 
of the start of the T20 World Cup 
next month and selectors have 
opted to recall four players that 
missed the recent three-game 
series in India. Opener David 
Warner, all-rounders Mitchell 
Marsh and Marcus Stoinis, and 
veteran pacer Mitchell Starc all 
return to the fold, while young 
star Cameron Green will get 
another chance to prove his T20I 
credentials as he is also includ-
ed in the 16-player squad. 
Australia squad: Aaron Finch 
(c), Sean Abbott, Pat Cummins, 
Tim David, Cameron Green, Josh 
Hazlewood, Josh Inglis, Mitchell 
Marsh, Glenn Maxwell, Daniel 
Sams, Steve Smith, Mitchell Starc, 
Marcus Stoinis, Matthew Wade, 
David Warner, Adam Zampa.

Australia recall star 
quartet for upcoming 

West Indies series

 Quick read



Slice of the West
Reports by 
For events and press releases email 
qatar.editor@qatar-tribune.com or 
call (974) 4000 2222

Ashraf Siddiqui

Pakistani Professional Group hosts farewell dinner for  
outgoing ambassadors of Italy, Moldova and Thailand

Turkiye – an amazing, fascinating and 
majestic epicenter of global tourism

T
URKIYE’S geo-
graphical diversity, 
its numerous natu-
ral, historical cul-
tural resources, the 

deep influence of its past and 
ancient Persian, Greek, Roman 
and Ottoman footprints, added 
by its trade ties along continents 
have all resulted in preserving 
the country as an amazing, fas-
cinating, and majestic land for 
the wealthy and common tour-
ists alike.

The country which connects 
Europe and Asia and shares its 
borders with Georgia, Armenia, 
Azerbaijan, Iran, Iraq, Syria, 
Greece and Bulgaria, is dotted 
by prairies, sand beaches, rocky-
mountains and forests.

As per a recent Reuters re-
port, Turkiye’s foreign visitors 
jumped 53% in July from a year 
earlier, exceeding pre-pandemic 
levels and paving the way for 
$37 billion in tourism revenue 
sought by the government in 
support of President Tayyip Er-
dogan’s economy policy.

A large number of tourists 
from Russia, Germany, the UK, 
and Arab countries flock to Tur-
kiye, which is among the world’s 
top 10 tourist destinations and 
is seeing an increase in tourist 
numbers each year. As per one 
report, in 2019, Turkiye wel-
comed no less than 46 million 
visitors. However, the govern-
ment of Turkey has set a goal to 
attract 75 million tourists. This 
goal is supported by the coun-
try’s various sectors including 
airlines and hotels that play a 
significant role in facilitating the 
tourist inflow.

A group of Doha-based jour-
nalists, during a recent visit to 
Istanbul, met Tarek Mourad, 
general manager, Four Seasons 
Hotels in Istanbul, who has in 
the past served at Hotel Shera-
ton Grand Doha, Qatar. Talk-
ing about tourism in Turkey, he 
said he manages the 170-room 
Four Seasons Hotel Istanbul at 
the Bosphorus and they recently 
opened – after major transfor-
mation – the 65-room Four Sea-
sons Hotel, at Sultanahmet, in 
the luxury segment of city hotels 
that host guests from all around 
the world.

Mourad said they hosted 
nearly 350,000 guests last year, 
registering more than 65 percent 
in room occupancy. About the 
impact of the Russia-Ukraine 
war on visitors, he said the Turk-
ish tourism industry is booming 
this year and there is still high 
interest from Russia despite the 
war.

“We will most likely close the 
year with over 80% occupancy. 
This is by far our best year yet, 
both in terms of occupancy and 
also profitability and revenues.”

Turkish Airlines is among 
the other airlines including Qatar 
Airways which operates between 
a couple of cities of Turkey and 
Doha. As per the briefing from 
the Turkish Airlines, it flew to 
new records during July and Au-
gust as the flag carrier increased 
its seat capacity by 14 percent 
while the sector shrank globally. 
According to monthly passenger 
traffic results, the global carrier 
broke its pre-pandemic record 
on monthly passenger count by 
carrying 7.8 million passengers 

each during July and August of 
2022.

Prof. Dr. Ahmet Bolat, Chair-
man, Board and the Executive 
Committee of Turkish Airlines, 
said in a statement that, “we 
are the world’s biggest network 
carrier when it comes to seat 
count on international flights. 
With the effects of the worldwide 
pandemic lessening, global com-
petition in the aviation sector 
continues at a higher level from 
where it left off. As an exemplary 
airline with its performance dur-
ing the crisis, Turkish Airlines 
was happy to fly to success after 
the crisis has passed as well. Our 
goal was to surpass our 2019 
performance which we managed 
to do so with the efforts of our 
65,000 strong work force; every 
member of our family contrib-
uted to this success”. 

Turkish Airlines has invited 
its guests to discover Istanbul 
with Touristanbul program; the 
complimentary city tour pro-
vides passengers with a con-
necting time of 6-24 hours at 
İstanbul Airport, to have the op-
portunity to discover İstanbul’s 
historical and cultural wonders 
including Sultanahmet Mosque, 
Ayasofya Mosque, and Topkapı 
Palace, between their two flights. 

Turkish Airlines Chief Mar-
keting Officer Ahmet Olmuştur 
said, “Citizens of 129 countries 
are discovering İstanbul with 
Touristanbul privilege; its pro-
gram is prepared with the con-
sideration of guests’ flight plan. 
With six different tours organ-
ised every day, passengers are 
able the choose the one that suits 
their flight times.”

IN their traditional way of bidding 
farewell to friends, the Pakistani 
Professional Group in Qatar host-
ed a farewell dinner for outgoing 

Ambassador of Italy HE Allessandro 
Prunas, outgoing Ambassador of Mol-
dova HE Prof. Dr. Victor Prunas, and 
outgoing Ambassador of Thailand HE 
Nathapol Pong. The reception was 
hosted at Turkish restaurant, Hasan 
Kolcuoglu, The Pearl Qatar.

Those present on the occasion 
included Ambassador of People’s 
Republic of China HE Zhou Jian; 
Ambassador of Japan HE Satoshi 

Maeda; Ambassador of Indonesia 
HE Ridwan Hassan; Ambassador 
of Spain HE Javier Carbajosa; Am-
bassador of Turkey HE Dr. Mustafa 
Goksu; Prof. Dr. Javaid Sheikh, 
Dean Weill Cornell Medicine-Qatar 
and Chairman, Pakistan Business 
Council-Qatar; Riyaz Bakali, Presi-
dent, Pakistan Engineers Forum 
Qatar; Dr. Akmal Rana; Hamid Ra-
sul; and Qaiser Anwar.

Welcoming the Ambassador of 
Spain HE Javier Carbajosa, who has 
earlier served in Pakistan, Ashraf 
Siddiqui, on behalf of the partici-

pants, wished the outgoing envoys 
the best of health and continued suc-
cess in their responsibilities and fu-
ture endeavours.

Taking the opportunity on behalf 
of Pakistani community in Qatar, he 
thanked all the countries, especially 
Qatar, China and Turkey, for their 
quick response to Pakistan’s appeal 
in the face of severe destructions 
from the floods. 

The Pakistani community in Qa-
tar is serving Qatar in almost every 
sector. There are over 200,000 Paki-
stanis living in Qatar.

A group picture on the occasion of the farewell graced by ambassadors and senior Pakistani professionals.

Riaz Bakali (left) and Ashraf Siddiqui present Ajrak, a present from Pakistan, to HE 
Prof Dr. Victor Tvircun.

As per a recent report, Turkiye’s foreign visitors jumped 53% in July from 
a year earlier, exceeding pre-pandemic levels and paving the way for $37 
billion in tourism revenue sought by the government in support of President 
Tayyip Erdogan’s economy policy

Riaz Bakali, president of Pakistan Engineers Forum, presents traditional Ajrak from 
Pakistan to HE Nathapol Pong, the outgoing ambassador of Thailand.

One of the Live Stations, Buiness Lounge Turkish Airlines, 
Istanbul Airport

Journalists from Qatar during a visit to Turkish Flight Training Center, Istanbul
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MoI marks graduation of two police officer batches

QNA 
DOHA 

THE Ministry of Interior 
(MoI), represented by the Po-
lice Institute, celebrated the 
graduation of the 14th and 15th 
batches of new police offic-
ers, who received an intensive 
training programme as part of 
the ministry’s strategy to train 
its human cadres.

The training programme 
aimed to physically and mili-
tarily prepare the 1,405 partici-
pating new officers, to provide 
them with the knowledge and 
skills necessary to perform the 
tasks assigned to them.

The programme subjects 
provided the officers with the 
knowledge and skills neces-
sary to carry out police work. 
In addition, the programme 

included legal subjects such 
as Military Service Law, the 
Criminal Procedure Code and 
the Penal Code, as well as po-
lice subjects such as criminal 
investigation, securing and 
guarding vital facilities, in-
spection and security patrols.

The training also included 
an administrative axis featur-
ing courses covering comput-
er literacy, the art of dealing 
with the public, Qatari society 
culture and secretarial work, 
in addition to field training, 
such as infantry training, 
infantry weapons training, 
weapons and shooting, physi-
cal fitness, engagement and 
self-defence.

Assistant Director of the 
Police Institute Captain Faisal 
Saad Al Hajri said that the in-
stitute was keen to train and 

qualify new recruits according 
to the latest training methods, 
in both theory and practice, in 
order to prepare them for se-
curity work. 

The officers received their 

training at the hands of the 
most competent officers, train-
ers and lecturers at the Minis-
try of Interior for the purpose 
of securing the World Cup and 
working in the various depart-

ments of the Ministry of Inte-
rior, he added.

During the ceremony, the 
graduates presented a distin-
guished military parade accom-
panied by the police philhar-

monic orchestra, and marched 
in a silent parade, reflecting 
the strength and quality of the 
training programme they re-
ceived and the skills they were 
trained on.

QF’s EC Speaker Series to explore 
pathway to more accessible world

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

A LEADING international expert 
on disability rights will air his 
views on how societies can – and 
must – place accessibility at their 
core when the latest edition of 
Qatar Foundation’s Education 
City Speaker Series takes place 
next week.

The platform for dialogue 
will welcome Dr Victor Pineda, 
president and founder of the 
Pineda Foundation and World 
Enabled, for a discussion titled 
‘Recognising a Right: Why We 
Need to Build an Accessible 
World’, organised in collabora-
tion with Qatar Foundation’s 
global healthcare initiative, the 
World Innovation Summit for 
Health (WISH), to explore the 
challenges that people with dis-
abilities continue to face and how 
they can be overcome.

Dr Pineda, who is also a so-
cial development scholar, social 
entrepreneur and philanthropist, 
focuses his work on inclusive and 
accessible smart cities, and his 
talk at Qatar National Library in 
Education City on Monday, Oc-
tober 3, will see him speak about 
the importance of achieving dis-
ability justice and why shaping 
a truly accessible world is every-
one’s responsibility. It takes place 
during Doha Healthcare Week, 
the precursor to the WISH 2022 
global health summit which will 
be held from October 4 to 6.

The Victor Pineda Founda-
tion supports global non-profit 
organiations and campaigns that 
promote the rights of people with 
disabilities, with Dr Pineda’s re-
search and humanitarian efforts 

aimed at advancing urban resil-
ience, inclusion and sustainabil-
ity. His talk at Qatar Foundation 
(QF) comes as Qatar prepares to 
host the most accessible FIFA 
World Cup in history.

With its guests being thought 
leaders from Qatar, the region 
and around the world, the Edu-
cation City Speaker Series re-
flects QF’s commitment to pro-
viding opportunities for dialogue 
and discourse on topics that 
matter nationally, regionally and 
globally.  It allows audiences to 
engage with experts with the aim 
of sparking conversations and 
broadening perceptions.

Topics which the Educa-
tion City Speaker Series has 
tackled since its establishment 
have ranged from the future of 

education globally and in Qatar, 
youth empowerment, innova-
tion and entrepreneurship and 
sustainability to the COVID-19 
pandemic, climate change, 
mental health, and the occupa-
tion of Palestine. 

Recognising a Right: Why 
We Need to Build an Accessible 
World will take place from 4 to 
5pm on October 3 in the Special 
Events Area at Qatar National 
Library, with limited seats avail-
able and pre-registration re-
quired at www.qf.org.qa/ecss, 
Arabic translation and Arabic 
sign language will be provided, 
and the event will also be avail-
able to view on QF’s social media 
platforms, with Arabic transla-
tion available on its YouTube 
Arabic channel.

Disability rights activist is back to 
school at QF after a 12-year gap

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

OVER the last decade, 23-year-
old Nawal Akram has earned 
herself many titles, including 
model, athlete, comedian, moti-
vational speaker – and most re-
cently, student. 

Enrolled in Awsaj Academy, 
part of Qatar Foundation’s Pre-
University Education, and more 
specifically in the school’s Prime 
Program which aims to support 
students between the ages of 18 
and 25 years in completing their 
education, Akram is working to-
wards a high school diploma.

Thirteen years ago, Akram 
had to leave school because of 
her disability: Duchenne muscu-
lar dystrophy (DMD), a genetic 
disease that causes progressive 
loss of muscle function. That was 
the start of her fight for her right 
to education - a battle that lasted 
12 years. 

“You have to remember that, 
a decade ago, things were very 
different,” said Akram, who be-
came a wheelchair user at the 
age of 12. “Most schools were not 
able to physically accommodate 
students like me, and some chose 
not to. Over the years, as things 
improved and schools became 
more accessible, the next chal-
lenge was that I had become too 
old for schools to enroll me. And 
so, the battle continued.”

Although Akram only re-
ceived formal education until 
year four, she managed to con-
tinue learning about various 
subjects through books and on-
line sources. After assessment by 
Awsaj Academy, she was placed 
in its Year 10. 

It was through a text mes-
sage that Akram was informed 
that she had received approval 
from the Ministry of Education 
and Higher Education to restart 
her education at Awsaj. “My ini-
tial reaction was shock, and that 
lasted for quite a while,” she said. 
“It was something I’d been fight-
ing for over a decade, and to find 
out that the fight was finally over 
was quite overwhelming.

“With me being granted my 
right to education, I felt like I had 
finally received justice.”

According to Akram, her 
first day back in school at Awsaj 
Academy was a monumental 
day in her life. “It gave me a re-
newed sense of hope and pur-
pose, and a sense of happiness 
that no number of words can 
explain,” she said. 

“Having said that, I was also 
nervous, I had first-day jitters all 
over again! My mind kept mak-
ing up scenarios of things that 
could go wrong, but thankfully 
the teachers at Awsaj Academy 
were extremely supportive and 
they helped ease the process.”

When asked how she stayed 
so determined in her pursuit of 
receiving education, she says: “I 
saw my siblings and my friends 
go to school and pursue different 
careers. I saw people with disa-
bilities in other parts of the world 
working in different fields. It was 
clear that the common denomi-
nator was education, and that is 
what made me so determined to 
fight for my education for as long 
as I did, I saw education as my 
ticket to the world.”

Speaking about the impor-
tance of equal access to education, 
Akram says that depriving a child 
of education, because of their dis-
ability, is essentially depriving 
them of life in the long term. 

“The experiences that an 
educational journey brings play a 
crucial role in a person’s develop-
ment,” she said. “If you take that 
away, you are consciously setting 
them up for failure. “Schools are 
about so much more than just 
academics; they teach life skills, 
they help instill confidence and 
develop emotional intelligence, 
all of which are stepping stones 
that enable individuals to inte-
grate into society.”

While she believes that when 
it comes to education for people 
with disabilities, the situation has 
improved in the last decade, she 
also says there is still so much 
more to do.

And beyond education, 
Akram highlighted the need for 
better and more employment 
opportunities for people with 
disabilities. “If we want people 
with disabilities to be independ-
ent and have fulfilling lives, they 
need better employment oppor-
tunities,” she said.

Traditional games at QF school help build national identity
TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK

DOHA

THE clastsrooms and outdoor 
areas at Qatar Foundation’s 
Tariq Bin Ziad School vibrate 
with the voices of kids playing 
traditional games and chanting 
folk melodies taken from Qa-
tar’s heritage – all part of the 
goal of revitalizing folklore and 
preserving national identity.

The school – part of Qatar 
Foundation’s Pre-University 
Education - offers the Inter-
national Baccalaureate pro-
gramme, but while promoting 
national, Arab and Islamic iden-
tity through Qatari heritage. As 
Maha Al-Romaihi, director of 
Tariq Bin Ziad School, explains: 
“Tariq Bin Ziad School is unique 
in the sense that it combines 
cultural values and local herit-
age with world-class education.”

“One of the most impor-
tant things we do in our school 
is to strengthen national iden-
tity through academic content 

and traditional games, to pro-
duce global citizens, but global 
citizens with a local spirit and a 
strong national identity.” 

Al-Romaihi explained that 
the school has been working to 
promote and celebrate the Qa-
tari dialect, as students at pri-
vate schools, or in QF schools 
that follow an international 
curriculum, speak English in-
stead of using Standard Arabic, 

and this mean students can 
move away from using the local 
Qatari dialect. 

“The Qatari dialect has not 
disappeared, but it is not used 
enough,” she said, “so we seek 
to strengthen it. And we have 
found that we can do this by 
integrating it into the curricula 
and the school community in a 
thoughtful and systematic man-
ner and using it as an entry point 

for teaching Arabic.
“Through the initiative we 

launched, the Qatari local dia-
lect is strengthened through old 
traditional games and chants, 
and national and traditional 
songs, and we are focusing on 
encouraging students to use the 
Qatari dialect during and out-
side classes, in breaks and after-
school activities, to preserve it, 
cherish it, and teach it to future 

generations and cherish it.” 
Al-Romaihi highlighted 

that during Arabic language 
classes, teachers link linguis-
tic knowledge and words with 
their equivalents in the Qa-
tari dialect. The school is also 
working on designing and pre-
paring an illustrated dictionary 
of Qatari words that covers dif-
ferent fields.

Asmaa Al-Beraidi, National 

Curriculum Coordinator at 
Tariq Bin Ziad School, said: 
“We believe that using tradi-
tional games is a way of en-
hancing national identity and 
preserving the Qatari dialect, in 
addition to preserving the con-
tinuity of traditional games and 
Qatari heritage.

Al-Beraidi explained that 
when introducing traditional 
games to students, such as Al 
Saba, Al Khabsa, Taq Taq Taqya, 
Hedo Al Meslsal, the schools 
aims to ensure that these games 
have a role in developing basic 
skills for students – specifically 
language, social, physical, and 
emotional skills.

Al-Beraidi pointed out that 
although the local Qatari dialect 
may differ in its vocabulary, it is 
supportive and complementary to 
the Arabic language, and the lin-
guistic structure is the same. Con-
sequently, when the student uses 
the Qatari dialect correctly, they 
will automatically become more 
skilled in using Standard Arabic.

Dr Victor Pineda


