
53 Days to go

To be the best in a tournament like  
the World Cup is a success for me 
personally.   – Iker Casillas of Spain
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GOALKEEPER Meshaal Bar-
sham saved a late penalty as 
Qatar battled from being a goal 
down to hold Chile 2-2 in their 
international friendly at the 
Franz Horr Stadium in Vienna 
on Tuesday. 

Al Annabi not only made a 
comeback in the match but also 
survived some anxious mo-
ments in the closing stages af-
ter receiving a penalty for a foul 
on Ben Brereton. 

But Barsham guessed it right 
and made a dive to his right to 
block Alexis Sanchez’s spot kick 
as Chile remained winless since 
the end of the 2022 World Cup 
qualifiers, having failed to make 
it to Qatar.

Qatar went into the tie de-
termined to bounce back from 
their 2-0 defeat to Canada.

Chile, however, were diffi-
cult to breach and showed their 
intent with Sanchez giving them 
the lead in the 37th minute.

Qatar came out for the sec-
ond half with renewed purpose 
but had to wait till the 59th 

minute for the equaliser, with 
Akram Afif drawing them level 
by finishing Almoez Ali’s assist.

Boosted by the equaliser, 
Qatar upped their tempo and 

Hassan Al Haydos put them 
ahead in the 67th minute.

Chile, however, forced their 
way back into the tie and were 
rewarded for their efforts with 

Arturo Vidal drawing them lev-
el in the 78th minute.

Qatar, drawn in Group A, 
will have Ecuador, Senegal and 
Netherlands for company in 

the FIFA World Cup 2022 Fi-
nals on home soil.

TNN adds: While the Al 
Annabi were slow off the blocks 
against a strong man-to-man 
marking by Chile, they found 
good rhythm and cohesion 
midway through the first half.

The first goal reversal was 
due to Afif’s lapse in concentra-
tion as he lost to ball to Chile’s 
Gabriel Suazo, who combined 
with Sanchez to break into the 
box and the latter made no 
mistake in drawing first blood.

Afif tried hard to make 
amends but in the 57th minute 
his left-footed strike was staved 
off by Chile’s goalkeeper Ga-
briel Arias.

Minutes later, Afif was back 
in the box and waiting when a 
clearance attempt by Chile’s 
Francisco Sierralta was well 
blocked in an evasive action by 
Almoez Ali for the ball to lob to-
wards Afif, who made no mis-
take to score the equalizer.

Soon, Qatar’s big moment 
of joy was provided by captain 
Haydos. With Afif trying to find 
Almoez on the right side of the 
box, a deflect saw the ball go to 

Haydos who from just outside 
the ‘D’ sent in a telling strike 
which went on to hit the top of 
the left pole before going into 
the goal.

Chile, however, made a 
comeback with a fine combine 
between their captain Gary 
Medel, substitute Ben Diaz and 
Arturo Diaz. They made good 
passes while moving into the 
danger zone and Arturo was in 
perfect position to level scores 
once again at 2-2.

The match was played at 
a fast pace and surely showed 
Qatar having made some good 
ground in both their attack and 
defence.

More importantly, the side 
which won the Asian Cup in 
2019, seems to have found 
good rhythm.

The Qatar national football 
team will now be back home 
for an open training session 
before home fans on October 
2 (Sunday) before they isolate 
again ahead of the final stretch 
to FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 
which begins November 20th 
with Qatar vs Ecaudor match at 
the Al Bayt Stadium.

Afif, Haydos strike as impressive 
Qatar rally to 2-2 draw with Chile

Qatar’s goalkeeper Meshaal Barsham saves a penalty kick during the friendly international against Chile at 
the Franz Horr Stadium in Vienna on Tuesday. (AFP)

Qatar’s forward and skipper Hassan Al Haydos vies for the ball with Chile’s Arturo Vidal during the friendly 
against Chile at the Franz Horr Stadium in Vienna on Tuesday. (AFP)

Qatar’s forward Akram Afif (left) celebrates after scoring with teammate Abdulaziz Hatem during the interna-
tional friendly against Chile at the Franz Horr Stadium in Vienna on Tuesday. (AFP)
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GERMANY will be heading to 
the World Cup in Qatar with 
more questions than answers 
after a roller-coaster 3-3 draw 
in England but they refuse to 
be downbeat.

“Today was a good test for 
us. We can take a look of posi-
tives from the game, but also 
some negatives that we will 
have to address,” coach Hansi 
Flick said.

Midfielder Ilkay Gündogan 
added defiantly: “Reaching the 
World Cup final is not unreal-
istic. Lots of things would ob-
viously have to go right, but I 
don’t think any country is miles 
ahead of everyone else.” 

Gündogan and Kai Havertz 
put the Germans 2-0 up by 
minute 67 at Wembley but they 
then inexplicitly collapsed as 
England roared into a 3-2 lead 
within 12 minutes from Luke 
Shaw, Mason Mount and Harry 
Kane – before Havertz salvaged 
the draw in the 87th.

The wild Nations League 
game will leave Flick and the 
players with lots of work if the 
four-time champions really 
want to return to the top at 
the World Cup they start on 
November 23 against Japan, 
with ex-champions Spain and 
Costa Rica the other group 
opponents.

Germany have won only 
once in their last seven games 
and Kicker sports magazine said 
on Tuesday that the “chaotic 3-3 
performance fuels the doubts” 
whether the team can really go 
far in Qatar - four years after a 
group stage exit in Russia as title 
holders from 2014.

“How are you going to sur-
vive in Qatar against in-form 
opponents such as Brazil or Ar-
gentina?” Kicker asked.

It said that Bayern Mu-
nich’s Jamal Musiala and Chel-
sea’s Havertz stood out but that 
this was rather “side notes in 
view of the fundamental re-
alization that the German team 

is still worryingly far away 
from their own ambitions and 
even more from the top of the 
world seven weeks ahead of the 
World Cup.” 

The Süddeutsche Zeitung 
daily noted that “the German 
attacking problem has sudden-
ly become a defensive problem” 
after England exposed gaps at 
the back in the absence of key 
centre back Antonio Rüdiger 
during their 12-minute scor-
ing spree, and in some other 
instances.

Germany director Oliver 
Bierhoff admitted that “the 
anger prevails” as the players 
head back to their clubs where 

most of them face a gruelling 
schedule of 13 domestic and 
European games over the next 
six weeks before the World 
squad gathers on November 
14 for a short training camp in 
Oman before the arrival in Qa-
tar four days later.

One of Flick’s big hopes will 
be that his large number of Bay-
ern Munich players rediscover 
their form after the champions 
went winless in four games, 
which also impacted their na-
tional team performance.

Bayern veteran Thomas 
Müller drew a comparison with 
Real Madrid who in the past 
season won the Champions 
League as underdogs under 
former Munich coach Carlo 
Ancelotti.

“Real Madrid might be a role 
model. Not everything is always 
brilliant, but they keep their 
heads up, they keep believing in 
themselves,” Müller said.

Germany ‘worryingly far away’ from 
World Cup form after England draw

Germany’s coach Hans-Dieter Flick. (AFP)

Germany’s 3-3 draw  
in England gave little  
indication that they are 
good enough to go far at 
the upcoming World Cup  
in Qatar as the wild game 
rather fuelled doubts. But 
coach Hansi Flick and the 
players remain positive.

Barca asked Brazil to look  
after Raphinha: Coach Tite
STATS PERFORM/DPA

BERLIN 

TITE has revealed Barcelona 
asked Brazil to be careful with 
Raphinha after losing four 
players to injury during the in-
ternational break.

Jules Kounde, Ronald 
Araujo, Frenkie De Jong and 
Memphis Depay have sus-
tained injuries while they have 
been away playing for their 
countries.

Raphinha played 80 min-
utes of Brazil’s 3-0 friendly 
win over Ghana on Friday and 
could face Tunisia on Tuesday.

Selecao head coach Tite 
says Barca requested that the 
winger’s workload is managed.

He said: “In order for there 

to be maximum transparency, 
I tell you that today the Barce-
lona coaching staff spoke to our 
physical trainer and asked us to 
be careful of Raphinha.

“They have lost Araujo and 
for this reason they are wor-
ried. They asked us how the 
player is, if he is training well.

“The calendar of the big 
clubs is very congested and this 
worries us because until we meet 
for the World Cup, the players 
will play two games a week.” 

Raphinha has started four 
of the Blaugrana’s six La Liga 
matches this season follow-
ing his big-money move from 
Leeds United and was on the 
field for just over an hour in a 
Champions League defeat to 
Bayern Munich.

Brazil’s forward Raphinha (R) fights for the ball with Ghana’s defender 
Baba Rahman during the international friendly at The Oceane Stadium 
in Le Havre, northern France on September 23, 2022. (AFP)
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Ecuador fail to convert penalty in  
friendly goalless draw with Japan

DPA
DÜSSELDORF 

WORLD Cup opening match 
team Ecuador missed a penalty 
on Tuesday as they drew 0-0 
with Japan in a friendly inter-
national.

Substitute Enner Valencia 
saw his 83rd-minute spot kick 
saved by Japan goalkeeper 
Daniel Schmidt, who had also 
frustrated the dominant South 
Americans earlier in the game 
played in the German city of 
Düsseldorf where many Japa-
nese people live.

Ecuador will face hosts Qa-
tar in the opening match of the 
World Cup on November 20.

Japan open November 23 
against four-time winners Ger-
many and also play Costa Rica 
and ex-champions Spain.

Japan’s goalkeeper Daniel 
Schmidt (L), Ao Tanaka (C) and 
Ecuador’s Michael Estrada (R) vie 
for the ball during their friendly in 
Duesseldorf on Tuesday.  (AFP)
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LIONEL Messi wishes he could 
have played alongside Neymar 
for longer at Barcelona but is 
loving being reunited with the 
Brazilian again at Paris Saint-
Germain.

Neymar and Messi struck 
up a friendship and immense 
on-field relationship during 
their four years together at 
Camp Nou.

They were part of a Barca 
team that won two LaLiga ti-
tles, three Copa del Rey crowns 
and the Champions League, 
among other trophies, before 
PSG broke the world transfer 
record to bring Neymar to Par-
is for Euros 222 million ($215 
million).

Despite such a cash injec-
tion, Barca’s financial issues 
eventually caught up with them 
and prevented the club from 
signing Messi to a new contract 
last year as their LaLiga salary 
limit was reduced significantly.

Messi followed Neymar 
to Paris, and while few would 
consider either to have enjoyed 
their best seasons last term, 
both have begun the 2022-23 
campaign in electric fashion 
under Christophe Galtier.

Neymar’s 19 goal involve-
ments across all competitions 
is more than anyone in the top 
five leagues, while Messi’s 14 
has him ranked third, and the 
latter is relishing every minute.

“With Neymar, we have 
known each other for a long 
time, by heart, since Barcelo-
na,” he told TUDN.

“I would’ve like to have 
been able to enjoy him much 
more in Barcelona.

“But now I meet him again 
in Paris and we are happy to 
be together. I love playing with 
him.” 

Of course, Neymar is not 
the only superstar Messi is 
playing alongside at PSG.

Kylian Mbappe renewed 
his stay at PSG at the end of 
last season after flirting with 
Real Madrid, and Messi has no 
doubt the France star will be a 
leader of the next generation in 
the sport.

“Kylian, he’s a different 
player,” Messi added.

“He is a beast who is very 
strong, goes from space to 
space. He’s fast, scores a lot of 
goals, is very complete and has 
been proving himself for years.

“In the coming years,  
he will be among the best,  
for sure.”

Messi happy being 
reunited with 

 Neymar at PSG
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DALLAS Cowboys backup 
quarterback Cooper Rush now 
boasts a 3-0 record as a starter 
after doing enough to help his 
side defeat the New York Gi-
ants 23-16 on Monday night.

Rush, who is starting in the 
place of injured franchise star 
Dak Prescott, upset the Cincin-
nati Bengals last week in the 
second start of his NFL career 
after also defeating the Minne-
sota Vikings in his 2021 debut.

Against the Giants, he had 
another clean game, complet-
ing 21 of 31 passes for 215 yards 
and a touchdown, finishing 
with no turnovers and no sacks 
allowed.

With the game tied at 13-
13 in the fourth quarter - after 
earlier touchdowns from Giants 

running back Saquon Barkley 
and Cowboys running back Eze-
kiel Elliott - Rush completed a 
two-yard goal-line fade to top 
receiver CeeDee Lamb, which 
he pulled down with one hand in 
the back corner of the endzone.

In doing so, Rush became 
the first quarterback since the 
1970 merger to lead game-
winning drives in the fourth 
quarter or overtime in each of 
his first three starts, per ESPN.

While it was Elliott who 
got the rushing touchdown for 
the Cowboys, it was teammate 
Tony Pollard who was the more 
impressive runner on the day, 
finishing with 13 carries for 105 
yards, while Elliott posted 15 
carries for 73 yards.

Lamb was the best receiv-
er from either team, catching 
eight of 12 targets for 87 yards 

and a touchdown, and it could 
have been an even bigger day 
if he did not drop a wide-open 
50-yard pass in the first half.

Defensively, Cowboys edge 

rusher DeMarcus Lawrence 
was the star of the show with 
three sacks, while Pro Bowl cor-
nerback Trevon Diggs snagged 
the game-sealing interception 

on the final drive.

Patriots QB Jones suffers 
severe ankle sprain 
An MRI on Monday confirmed 
what the New England Pa-
triots feared regarding Mac 
Jones’ ankle.

Jones suffered a “pretty 
severe” high ankle sprain in 
Sunday’s 37-26 loss to the Bal-
timore Ravens, according to 
NFL Network Insider Tom Pe-
lissero.

The team is hopeful the 
24-year-old quarterback will be 
able to recover without need-
ing surgery, and though they 
haven’t given a timetable for a 
return or confirmed if a stint 
on injured reserve is necessary, 
it seems unlikely he’ll be able 
to play on Sunday against the 
Green Bay Packers.

That means veteran Brian 
Hoyer would be in line to make 
his first start since Week 4 of the 
2020 season, when he threw for 
just 130 yards with no touch-
down passes and one intercep-
tion in New England’s 26-10 loss 
to the Kansas City Chiefs.

Jones was hurt on the Pa-
triots’ final offensive play on 
Sunday, an interception with 
1:55 remaining. The 2021 first-
round pick landed hard on the 
turf from a hit by Baltimore de-
fensive lineman Calais Camp-
bell, then hobbled to the side-
lines while grabbing his ankle 
before being taken straight to 
the locker room.

Jones threw for 321 yards 
in Sunday’s loss, but was inter-
cepted three times, giving him 
five through the 1-2 Patriots’ 
first three games.

Dallas Cowboys’ backup quarterback CeeDee Lamb.

13Wednesday, September 28, 2022

CeeDee Lamb’s one-handed touchdown catch lifts Cowboys to 23-16 win
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VISITING Germany salvaged a 
late 3-3 draw against England 
after earlier blowing a two-
goal lead in the final 20 min-
utes of an entertaining Nations 
League tie on Monday – featur-
ing positives and negatives for 
either side heading towards the 
World Cup.

England seemed to have 
pulled off an improbable victory 
when captain Harry Kane fired 
a penalty into the top left corner 
in the 83rd for 3-2 after Luke 
Shaw in the 71st and and Mason 
Mount in the 75th had started 
the Wembley comeback.

Germany had led from Il-
kay Gündogan’s 52nd-minute 
penalty and Kai Havertz curled 
a superb second in the 67th, 
with the Chelsea forward then 
eventually sparing Germany 
blushes in the 87th for the fi-
nal score after goalkeeper Nick 
Pope failed to hold on to a shot 
from Serge Gnabry.

Havertz’ second meant that 
already relegated England com-
pleted the group without a win in 
the six games, and third-placed 
Germany managed only one.

England manager Gareth 
Southgate and German coun-
terpart Hansi Flick had each 
hoped for victory in the dead 
rubber to boost morale for the 
November 20-December 18 
World Cup, with the game be-
ing their last before the team 
nominations for Qatar.

Kane told Channel Four the 
game was “a lot better” than 
their previous ones.

“We were unfortunate to go 
2-0 behind. We did really well 

to stay in the game, to get back 
into it, get into the lead and 
then unfortunately another er-
ror,” he said.

“The mentality and fight of  
the team was shown out there 
today. We didn’t get the win 
but we can be proud of what 
we did and it puts us in a good 
place ahead of the World Cup.” 

Flick told broadcasters 
RTL: “We took a deserved 2-0 
lead. But we then had individ-
ual mistakes. It can not be that 
we give up a 2-0 lead in this 
way. But it was positive that 
we came back in the end.” The 
first two German goals were 
meanwhile a nightmare for 
Manchester United defender 
Harry Maguire whose reputa-

tion among England fans is al-
ready low.

He gave away the ball to the 
lively Jamal Musiala and then 
fouled him which resulted in 
the penalty, before losing the 
ball to the Bayern Munich man 
again deep in Germany’s half 
which set up the second on the 
counter.

A minute silence was ob-
served before kick-off as a trib-
ute to British Queen Elizabeth 
II who died at age 96 on Sep-
tember 8.

Southgate and Flick had 
made several changes after their 
Friday 1-0 defeats against Italy 
and Hungary, respectively.

Manchester City’s Gün-
dogan aimed high 10 minutes 

into the game after a clumsy 
clearance from Pope, and Ra-
heem Sterling was denied by 
Marc Andre ter Stegen on Eng-
land’s best chance before the 
game really took off in the sec-
ond half, with Mount’s success 
England’s first goal from open 
play in more than 560 minutes.

But the individual mistakes 
will be of concern for South-
gate, and flick will also wonder 
what went wrong with his play-
ers after the 2-0 lead.

“It was a good test. I am 
taking away many positive 
things but also some nega-
tives,” Flick said.

Said Kane: “Now we have a 
busy six weeks or so before we 
get ready for the World Cup.”

England comeback not 
rewarded in 3-3 draw 

with Germany

England’s goalkeeper Nick Pope reacts as Germany’s midfielder Kai Havertz scores the team’s third goal 
during the UEFA Nations League Group A3 match between England and Germany at Wembley stadium in 
London on Monday. (AFP)

Neymar Jr and Lionel Messi embrace after a PSG match.

BERLIN: Hector Bellerin has suffered a calf strain in training as Barce-
lona’s injury problems continue to mount. Barca had largely been able 
to select from a full squad during the early weeks of the season, but 
the past week has given head coach Xavi plenty of fitness concerns to 
contend with. Bellerin is the latest to sustain an issue, with the right-
back suffering difficulties with his calf during a training session on Tues-
day. A club statement said Bellerin is to “undergo a series of tests to 
determine the full extent of the trouble”, though it would be reasonable 
to assume he is a doubt for Saturday’s trip to Mallorca. He is the third 
Barca defender to suffer an injury in the past week, with Jules Kounde 
out until mid-October with an Achilles problem and Ronald Araujo not 
expected to play again until after the World Cup following thigh sur-
gery. Also sidelined are Frenkie de Jong and Memphis Depay, who 
were injured on international duty with the Netherlands. Barca’s injury 
problems are mounting at a particularly inopportune moment given how 
hectic October promises to be. Next month, Barca will face Inter twice 
and Bayern Munich again in the Champions League, while they have El 
Clasico and potentially tricky clashes with Villarreal, Athletic Bilbao and 
Valencia all in La Liga. (STATS Perform/DPA)

Barcelona injury woes worsen  
with Bellerin calf issue

 Quick read
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THE world’s leading chess 
player, Norway’s Magnus 
Carlsen, has accused teen-aged 
American player Hans Nie-
mann of cheating during their 
matchup at the recent Sinque-
field Cup.

“I believe that Niemann 
has cheated more – and more 
recently – than he has pub-
licly admitted,” Carlsen said 
in a statement on Monday 
night.

The 19-year-old Niemann 
claimed an upset victory over 
Carlsen two weeks ago at the 
over-the-board Sinquefield 
Cup after which Carlsen with-
drew from the tournament. He 
posted a cryptic tweet which 

has been interpreted by some 
as cheating suspicion against 
Niemann.

The two met again at the 
Julius Baer online event last 
week, with Carlsen quitting the 
match after his first move.

Niemann has admitted to 
cheating as a youth in infor-
mal online chess games but he 
has also insisted he has never 
cheated in classic over-the-
board chess.

“His over-the-board pro-
gress has been unusual, and 
throughout our game in the 
Sinquefield Cup I had the im-
pression that he wasn’t tense 
or fully concentrating on the 
game in critical positions,” 
Carlsen said about the teen-
ager.

“We must do something 

about cheating, and for my part 
going forward, I don’t want to 
play against people that have 
cheated in the past, because I 
don’t know what they are capa-
ble of doing in the future,” he 
added.

The governing body FIDE 
said Friday it was ready to 
open a probe if there was proof 
of cheating and they also said 
they shared Carlsen’s general 
concerns on the issue.

But FIDE also told the 
world champion that “there 
are better ways to handle 
the situation” because they 
“strongly believe that the 
world champion has a moral 
responsibility attached to his 
status, since he is viewed as 
a global ambassador of the 
game.”

I believe Niemann has cheated more recently: Carlsen

Zhou Guanyu will stay with the Formula One team for the 2023 season 
alongside Valtteri Bottas.

Alfa Romeo retain Zhou Guanyou 
for their 2023 F1 line-up

DPA
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ALFA Romeo on Tuesday 
confirmed that Zhou Guanyu 
will stay with the Formula 
One team for the 2023 season 
alongside Valtteri Bottas.

The 23-year-old made his-
tory as the first Chinese driver 
to compete in F1 with his debut 
this year at the season-opening 
Bahrain Grand Prix.

The Italian team said they 
have been impressed by his 
“levels of maturity and racecraft 
that belie his young age, con-
tributing to the development of 
the team as it makes its way to 
what is currently P6 in the con-
structors’ championship. 

“I am looking forward 
to continuing working with 

Zhou,” team principal Frédéric 
Vasseur said.

The strong relationship 
with team-mate Bottas played 
a role in Alfa Romeo’s decision 
to give Zhou the chance to drive 
for a second season.

“It’s been an absolutely cra-
zy year but I’m proud of every-
thing we have achieved as a 
team so far! Let’s keep working 
to reach more milestones to-
gether,” Zhou said on Twitter.

Zhou is ranked 17th in the 
2022 with six points from three 
finishes in the points with six 
races left in the season.

He will now have the 
chance to race his home Chi-
nese Grand Prix as it returns 
to the 2023 calendar following 
a three-year absence due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

Teen-aged American chess player Hans Niemann (right) and Magnus Carslen.
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WICKET-KEEPER batter San-
ju Samson is likely to be named 
vice-captain of the Indian team 
for the three-match ODI series 
against South Africa with many 
senior players expected to be 
rested ahead of next month’s 
ICC T20 World Cup.

India will take on South 
Africa in the three-match T20I 
series followed by the three-
match ODI series from Sep-
tember 28 to October 11. 

The Indian squad for the 
T20I series has already been 
announced and the Indian se-
lectors are likely to finalize the 
squad for the ODI series in the 
next few days.

BCCI sources told ANI that 
Sanju Samson could be named 
the vice-captain of the Indian 
team for the three-match ODI 
series as most of the senior 
players are likely to be rested 
for ICC T20 World Cup. Shi-
khar Dhawan is likely to lead 
the team.

Sanju Samson, 27, who 
hails from Kerala, was part of 

the ODI series against Zimba-
bwe which India won 3-0. He 
has represented India in seven 
ODIs and 16 T20Is so far. Sam-
son is currently captaining In-
dia A side at home against New 
Zealand A.

The source said that batter 
Rajat Patidar is likely to make 

his ODI debut against South 
Africa.

The first T20I will be held in 
Thiruvananthapuram on Sep-
tember 28. The second T20I 
will be played on October 2 at 
Guwahati, followed by the last 
T20I at Indore on October 4.

The first ODI will be played 

in Lucknow on October 6. 
Ranchi and Delhi will host the 
second and third ODI respec-
tively, on October 9 and 11.
India squad for South Africa 
T20Is: Rohit Sharma (C), KL 
Rahul (VC), Virat Kohli, Suryaku-
mar Yadav, Rishabh Pant (WK), 
Dinesh Karthik (wicket-keeper), 
R. Ashwin, Yuzvendra Chahal, 
Axar Patel, Arshdeep Singh, 
Mohd. Shami, Harshal Patel, 
Deepak Chahar and Jasprit 
Bumrah.
South Africa T20 squad: Temba 
Bavuma (C), Quinton de Kock 
(WK), Reeza Hendricks, Hein-
rich Klaasen, Keshav Maharaj, 
Aiden Markram , David Miller , 
Lungi Ngidi, Anrich Nortje, Wayne 
Parnell, Dwaine Pretorius, Kagiso 
Rabada, Rilee Rossouw, Tabraiz 
Shamsi and Tristan Stubbs.
South Africa ODI squad: Temba 
Bavuma (C), Quinton de Kock 
(WK), Reeza Hendricks, Heinrich 
Klaasen, Keshav Maharaj, Janne-
man Malan, Aiden Markram, 
David Miller, Lungi Ngidi, Anrich 
Nortje, Wayne Parnell, Andile 
Phehlukwayo, Dwaine Pretorius, 
Kagiso Rabada and Tabraiz 
Shamsi.

Samson likely to be vice-captain 
for South Africa ODI series

Wicket-keeper batsman Sanju Samson is likely to be named vice-captain 
of the Indian team for the three-match ODI series against South Africa. 

Mali World Cup melee in Sydney 
prompts FIBA investigation

STATS PERFORM/DPA
BERLIN 

FIBA has launched an investi-
gation into a fight between Mali 
players following their Wom-
en’s Basketball World Cup de-
feat to Serbia on Monday.

Tempers flared as Mali 
team-mates clashed in the 
mixed zone after they were 
beaten 81-68 at Sydney Olym-
pic Park Sports Centre.

Basketball’s world govern-
ing body on Tuesday confirmed 
it was looking into the unsa-
voury scenes.

“FIBA acknowledged today 
that there was an altercation 
between Mali players in the 
mixed zone following the Group 
B game Serbia-Mali at the FIBA 
Women’s Basketball World Cup 
2022,” a FIBA statement said.

“Following the incident, 

FIBA has opened an investi-
gation. Once the investiga-
tion is concluded, FIBA will 
decide on any applicable dis-

ciplinary measures.” 
Mali are bottom of their 

group after losing all five 
matches.

Canada’s Natalie Achonwa (C) reacts after an injury during the Women’s 
Basketball World Cup Group B game between Canada and Mali in Sydney 
on Tuesday. (AFP)

Kerber aims to compete at 2024 
Olympics after giving birth

DPA
HANNOVER 

GERMANY’S Angelique Kerber 
is looking to return to competi-
tive tennis as soon as possible 
after having a baby and plans to 
compete at the next Olympics 
2024 in Paris.

“I’ll try to get fit again and 
return to the tour, but without 
rushing things. And then I’ll 
be wanting to go all out. If I do 
something, then I do it proper-
ly,” Kerber said in an interview 
with the Porsche Newsroom 
published on Tuesday.

The three-time Grand Slam 
winner and former world num-
ber one announced last month 
that she was pregnant and ex-
pected to five birth in spring.

She said her main goal in 
the planned return is to com-
pete at the Olympics again in 
Paris 2024, having won silver 

at the 2016 Games in Rio de 
Janeiro.

“I’d really like to play there. 
I took part in the Games in Lon-
don (2012) and Rio de Janeiro 
and it’s something special play-
ing for one’s country at such a 
momentous event,” she said.

“I’d love to have the feeling 
once again. There’s quite a bit 
of time until then so I’m not 
under any pressure.” 

Speaking about current 
world number one Iga Swiatek, 
Kerber said: “I have to take my 
hat off to her for the way she 
has dealt with all the hubbub 
surrounding her. She’s after 
all still only 21. I know her well 
and am eager to find out how 
much longer she will continue 
at the same high level.”

Germany’s Angelique Kerber.

ECB offers to 
host Test series 
between India 
and Pakistan

AGENCIES

THE ECB has offered to host 
men’s Test cricket between Pa-
kistan and India in an attempt 
to end the long wait for a bi-
lateral series between the two 
sides, reports espncricinfo.com.

Pakistan and India have not 
played men’s cricket against 
one another – outside of multi-
team events – in any format 
since January 2013, and their 
last Test match was played in 
December 2007.

Martin Darlow, the ECB’s 
deputy chair, has been in Paki-
stan for England’s ongoing T20 
international series and has 
floated the idea to PCB chair 
Ramiz Raja during his visit. It 
is a further sign of the ECB’s at-
tempts to rebuild relationships 
with the PCB after England’s 
last-minute withdrawal from a 
scheduled two-match series in 
Pakistan last year.

ESPNcricinfo understands, 
the report said, that the PCB is 
unlikely to take up the offer. It 
has made significant progress 
in bringing international crick-
et back to Pakistan after staging 
“home” games in the UAE for a 
number of years, and playing at 
a neutral venue would risk un-
dermining some of that.

The PCB has hosted two 
Tests in England before, draw-
ing a two-match series against 
Australia one-all in 2010 with 
games at Lord’s and Headingley. 

Moeen Ali, England’s cap-
tain, said the prospect of a 
Test between the two teams on 
English soil was an “awesome” 
prospect. “That would be bril-
liant,” he said. “It’s a shame 
that they don’t obviously play 
each other unless it’s a World 
Cup or an ICC event but they’re 
two great teams and two mas-
sive playing nations.”

Qatar’s squash star  
Al Tamimi rises to 30th 

in world rankings
TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK

DOHA 

QATAR’S number one player 
Abdulla Al Tamimi has risen 
to 30th place in the latest Pro-
fessional Squash Association 
rankings.

Al Tamimi had last reached 
this ranking last in 2018 - also 
his best since he began his 
professional career in 2011. Al 
Tamimi was ranked 44th at the 
start of the new season but has 
made a steady climb since his 
comeback from injury. 

“It is the best way to start 
the new season while restor-
ing the highest ranking I’ve 
achieved in my professional ca-
reer. I look forward to achiev-
ing more achievements during 
the rest of this season,” said the 
Qatari squash star.

On the upcoming challeng-
es, Al Tamimi said his focus is 
now on the San Francisco Open 
in California to held from Sep-
tember 30-October 4.

The player’s rise in stat-
ure comes after he made the 
quarter-finals of the ‘Platinum’ 
category QTerminals Qatar 
Classic 2022 in the first week of 
September.

Earlier, Al Tamimi won the 
Atlanta Championship 2022 
(Challenger category), the 
Qatar Professional Champi-
onship (Challenger category), 
and was also crowned as the 
singles champion in the West 
Asian Championship 2022 in 
Iran. 

A graduate from the Aspire 
Academy in 2012, Al Tamimi 
is also one of the top Red Bull 
athletes in Qatar.


