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TOKYO

HIS Highness the Amir of 
State of Qatar Sheikh Tamim 
bin Hamad Al Thani attended 
the state funeral of former Jap-
anese Prime Minister Shinzo 
Abe, held by the Japanese gov-
ernment at Nippon Budokan 
Hall in the capital Tokyo on 
Tuesday.  

HH Imperial Crown 
Prince Akishino, Prime Min-
ister of Japan Fumio Kishida, 
a number of heads of states 
and governments, and mem-
bers of the official delegation 
accompanying His Highness 
the Amir attended the funer-
al ceremony. PAGE 16

Amir attends state funeral of Abe
Amir condoles with 

Japanese PM
QNA
TOKYO

HIS Highness the Amir of State of 
Qatar Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad 
Al Thani offered his condolences 
to Prime Minister of Japan Fumio 
Kishida, senior officials and fam-
ily members of the late former 
Japanese Prime Minister Shinzo 
Abe, at Akasaka Palace in Tokyo 
on Tuesday. Also, a number of 
members of the official delegation 
accompanying HH the Amir offered 
their condolences. PAGE 16 

Thousands pay last respect to Al Qaradawi
TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK

DOHA

HUGE crowds gathered to pay 
their last respects to noted Is-
lamic scholar Sheikh Dr Yusuf 
Al Qaradawi, who died on Mon-
day, at the Mesaimeer ceme-
tery on Tuesday. Thousands of 
mourners attended the funeral 
prayer of Al Qaradawi, founder 
and former president of the In-
ternational Union of Muslim 
Scholars.

In a tweet, Prime Minister 
and Minister of Interior HE 
Sheikh Khalid bin Khalifa bin 
Abdulaziz Al Thani said, “Sin-
cere condolences and sympa-
thy to the Arab and Islamic na-
tions on the death of Sheikh Dr 
Yusuf Al Qaradawi, after a busy 
career in the fields of science, 

advocacy and ijtihad.. I ask Al-
lah the Almighty to have mercy 
upon him, make paradise his 
last abode, and grant his family 
and his lovers solace and forti-
tude.”

The funeral prayer was per-
formed by a number of senior 
scholars and officials, including 
the Secretary-General of the 
International Union of Mus-
lim Scholars, Ali Mohieddine 

Al Qaradaghi, who described 
Al Qaradawi as a cheerful and 
kind person, a generous, grace-
ful personality, praising his ef-
forts in the service of Islam and 
Muslims.

Qatar, US sign pact 
for exchange of  

FIFA World Cup info

QNA
DOHA

QATAR and the US have signed a joint decla-
ration on the exchange of information related 
to the FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022. The joint 
declaration was signed by Head of the FIFA 
World Cup Qatar 2022 Safety and Security 
Operations Committee Brig. Ibrahim Khalil 
Al Mohannadi for the Qatari side, and by US 
Representative to Qatar for the World Cup 
Kenneth Greenblatt for the American side.

Qatar 2022 to be most 
accessible World Cup 
for disabled people

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

THE FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 is go-
ing to be the most accessible World Cup 
edition for disabled people in history, a 
top official has said.

Stakeholder Relations Director at 
the Supreme Committee for Delivery 
and Legacy (SC) Khaled Al Suwaidi said 
Qatar has succeeded in raising interna-
tional standards for access and move-
ment during the preparation for hosting 
mega sports events, by including the re-
quirements of fans with disabilities in all 
aspects of planning and operational pro-
cesses for the tournament.

In a statement on Tuesday, Al Suwai-
di said that the tremendous efforts made 
by Qatar to organise the most accessible 

World Cup edition posed a challenge be-
fore the organisers of future editions to 
reach this level of providing the facilities 
and services of the tournament to fans 
with disabilities.

Al Suwaidi added that Qatar’s hosting 
of the World Cup played a significant role 
in Qatar’s distinction in accessibility and 
mobility for disabled people throughout 
the country. 

He pointed out the country’s com-
mitment from the beginning to organise 
the most comprehensive and accessible 
World Cup edition in history by involving 
the disabled community in designing sta-
diums and facilities for the tournament 
while employing best practices that em-
phasize the importance of their contribu-
tions to planning services and spaces for 
fans with disabilities. PAGE 6

THE Qatar Investment Authority (QIA) has 
launched a market-making initiative to boost 
liquidity at the Qatar Stock Exchange (QSE), 
as part of QIA’s commitment to supporting 
Qatar’s economy and will facilitate markets 
in QSE-listed stocks. QSE licensed market 
makers will be able to access some of QIA’s 
stock inventory and incentives programmes to 
facilitate markets in QSE-listed stocks. CEO of 
QIA Mansoor bin Ebrahim Al Mahmoud said, 
“Qatar is uniquely positioned to further open 
its capital markets to foreign issuers.” PAGE 8

Over 500 stores told to 
redo signboards to  

raise aesthetic image
TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK

DOHA

MORE than 500 shops in over 
seven streets in Al Rayyan 
Municipality have been or-
dered to change their sign-
boards as part of a campaign 
to reduce visual clutter and to 
ensure that signs at commer-
cial buildings comply with the 
municipal construction codes. 

The signboards are be-
ing reinstalled in commercial 
buildings at Othman Bin Af-
fan Street, Al Shafi Street, 
Muaither Commercial, Umm 
Al Dom, Al Ruwaidat, Al Taw-
bah and Al Canary Street, said 
Jaber Hassan Al Jaber, Direc-

tor of Al Rayyan Municipality.
As the Ministry of Munici-

pality, represented by the mu-
nicipalities, is keen to raise 
the aesthetic image of cities 
in the country, Al Rayyan Mu-
nicipality is coordinating with 
real estate owners to execute 
necessary maintenance work, 
according to Qatar’s compre-
hensive urban plan.

Al Jaber explained that 
the role of municipalities in 
the initiative to organise shop 
boards is an organizational 
role to contribute positively 
to improving the quality of 
life in the city and the pros-
perity of commercial urban 
areas. PAGE 2

QIA launches initiative 
to boost liquidity at QSE

Qatar hold Chile to 2-2 
draw in football friendly

Goalkeeper Meshaal Barsham saved a late penalty as Qatar battled 
from being a goal down to hold Chile 2-2 in their international friendly 
at the Franz Horr Stadium in Vienna on Tuesday. Al Annabi not only 
made a comeback in the match but also survived some anxious mo-
ments in the closing stages after receiving a penalty for a foul on Ben 
Brereton. Qatar went into the tie determined to bounce back from 
their 2-0 defeat to Canada. Chile, however, were difficult to breach and 
showed their intent with Alexis Sanchez giving them the lead in the 
37th minute. Qatar came out for the second half with renewed pur-
pose but had to wait till the 59th minute for the equaliser, with Akram 
Afif drawing them level by finishing Almoez Ali’s assist. PAGE 12
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MINISTER MEETS SENIOR OFFICIALS AT ICAO ASSEMBLY IN CANADA

Purpose-built resort for kitesurfing 
lifestyle will open in early October

CATHERINE W GICHUKI
DOHA 

FUWAIRIT Kite Beach, a purpose-built resort 
designed for kitesurfing lifestyle, is expected 
to open in early October. 

Located on Qatar’s northern coast, 1.5km 
south-east of Fuwairit Village, a one hour 20 
minute-drive from Doha, the resort boasts 50 
king and twin rooms with creatively designed 
walls with 40 of the rooms overlooking the 
sea.

From the entrance of the property to the 
walls, everything is artistically done, featuring 
various kinds of paintings and graffiti as well 
as different kinds of artworks on display which 
give the ambience of a relaxing getaway. The 
team members in the resort are asked to pick 
their favourite artwork in the property and 
create their own little stories on it. The resort 
also features a fully-equipped gym, spaces for 
beach volleyball and football as well as a yoga 
studio with instructors, with space for team 
building activities.

The resort will also have an outdoor cin-
ema, restaurants and a pool.

Supported by Qatar Tourism, Discover 
Qatar and Qatar Airways, the resort is ideal 

for kite surfing bearing in mind that Fuwairit 
has excellent kitesurfing conditions, consist-
ent winds, ideal ocean water and powder-soft 
sands.

The one-of-a-king resort also has a kite-
surfing school where children and adults can 
learn the sport with a variety of kite-surfing 
equipment. The kitesurfing lessons are avail-
able for beginners and advanced learners. The 
beginner training takes between six and nine 
hours to get up on the board. Besides, safety 
measures are taught from the start of the les-
sons. The first hour is taught on the beach 
before going onto the water. The lessons can 
be given to children aged between eight to 10 

years who have to be about 35 to 40 kilograms 
for them not to be lifted up by the kite.  Be-
sides kitesurfing, other activities at the resort 
include stand up paddles, water bicycles, wa-
ter scooters, mountain bikes, among others.

In cooperation with Discover Qatar, thee 
resort will also organise sea diving where peo-
ple can see whale sharks. Besides the World 
Cup fans visiting the resort later this year, the 
property will host the opening of the GKA 
World Tour in January 2023.

A room costs about QR700 per night is, 
however, the prices may vary depending on 
the season and occupancy. The meals are of-
fered inside the rooms.

PSA launches field 
survey to investigate 
social determinants 
of fertility in Qatar

QNA
DOHA

THE Planning and Statistics 
Authority (PSA) and the Doha 
International Family Institute 
(DIFI), affiliated to the Qatar 
Foundation for Education, Re-
search and Community Devel-
opment, launched a field survey 
to study the social aspects of fer-
tility in the State of Qatar.

PSA said in a statement on 
Tuesday that the two sides have 
developed the study methodolo-
gy to reach a representative sam-
ple of the Qatari society to obtain 
accurate results that contribute 
to the formation of evidence that 
will help develop of the five-year 
population policy of the State of 
Qatar. 

-The statement noted that 
this survey comes within the in-
stitute’s plan to study all dimen-
sions related to the decline in fer-
tility rates in Qatar, highlighting 
the importance of this strategic 
project and its contribution to 

the development of population 
policies in Qatar.

The statement also indicated 
that PSA-licenced field research-
ers will carry out the survey un-
til mid-October, through short 
visits to families to gather the 
required data. Licence validity 
could be verified by calling the 
toll-free number 8000800.

Moreover, PSA affirmed the 
confidentiality of the data to be 
collected during the surveys, in 
accordance with the provisions 
of the statistics law in the State of 
Qatar and the international sta-
tistical principles, since this data 
is treated as statistical numbers 
used for the purpose of extract-
ing various indicators.

PSA and DIFI called on 
citizens to cooperate with re-
searchers and provide them with 
complete and correct data, due 
to its importance to the public 
interest, and to form an accurate 
picture of society, for planners to 
rely on in setting development 
strategies and programmes.

Minister of Transport HE Jassim Saif Ahmed Al Sulaiti held separate 
meetings with Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Tourism, Invest-
ment and Aviation of The Bahamas I. Chester Cooper; Minister of 
Transport and Civil Aviation of Somalia Fardowsa Osman Igaal; and 
Permanent Representative of Costa Rica on the ICAO Council Guillermo 
Hoppe Pacheco. The Minister of Transport also met with Minister of 
Transport of Canada Omar Alghabra and Minister of Civil Aviation of In-
dia Jyotiraditya Scindia. The meetings came on the sidelines of Qatar’s 
participation in the meetings of the 41st Session of the International 
Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO) Assembly in Montreal in Canada. Dur-
ing the meetings, they reviewed Qatar’s relations with each of the coun-
tries in the fields of transportation, air transportation and civil aviation, 
as well as the ways to develop them. Ambassador of Qatar to Canada 
HE Dr Khalid bin Rashid Al Mansouri attended the meetings. (QNA)

HMC expert urges community 
to get their free seasonal flu 
vaccine before winter sets in

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

NOW, before the winter season 
starts, is the best time to get the 
seasonal flu vaccine according 
to a Hamad Medical Corpora-
tion (HMC) expert, who has 
stressed that everyone aged 
over six months needs to pro-
tect themselves against influ-
enza this year.

“Flu is a contagious res-
piratory illness caused by in-
fluenza viruses that infect the 
nose, throat, and sometimes 
the lungs. It can cause mild to 
severe illness, and at times can 
lead to death,” according to Dr. 
Muna Al Maslamani, Medical 
Director of the Communicable 
Disease Centre.

Dr. Al Maslamani said that 
while the flu can affect all of us, 
there are some groups in our 
community who are more at 
risk than others. This includes:

• People aged over 50
• People with chronic condi-

tions regardless of their age
• Children aged between six 

months and five years
• Pregnant women
• Healthcare workers and 

teachers
“We’re all susceptible to the 

flu. People who are very young, 
very old or who have chronic 
medical conditions are at risk 
for more complications and 

more severe flu,” Dr. Al Ma-
slamani said. “So, while it’s im-
portant for all of us to get vac-
cinated, it’s essential for young 
children, older people, and 
people who have illnesses to get 
vaccinated.

“It is also critical for health-
care workers and teachers to 
get the flu vaccine due to their 
close interaction with vulner-
able patients and children.”

Dr. Al Maslamani said the 
best way to prevent flu is by get-
ting the flu vaccine every year, 
as early as possible. 

“The annual flu vaccine has 
been shown to reduce flu re-
lated illnesses and the risk of 
serious flu complications that 
can result in hospitalisation or 
even death,” Dr. Al Maslamani 
said. “Everyday preventive ac-
tions  such as staying away 
from people who are sick, cov-
ering coughs and sneezes and 
frequent hand washing can 
help slow the spread of germs 
that cause respiratory (nose, 
throat, and lungs) illnesses, 
like flu.”

Free seasonal influenza vac-
cines are available at all primary 
health centres, HMC outpatient 
clinics and at more than 45 pri-
vate and semi-private clinics 
and hospitals across Qatar.

For more information about 
the flu vaccine and where to get 
to, go to www.fighttheflu.qa

Azerbaijan envoy thanks Qatar for support 
in resolving the Azerbaijan-Armenia crisis

ASHRAF SIDDIQUI 
DOHA

AMBASSADOR of Azerbaijan 
to Qatar HE Rashad Ismayilov 
has expressed gratitude to the 
leadership and people of Qatar 
for their grand stand on solving 
the conflicts between Azerbaijan 
and Armenia through dialogue 
and diplomatic means in order to 
preserve the interests of the two 
countries and the people.

The ambassador was speak-
ing on the occasion of the Me-
morial Day commemorating the 
martyrs who sacrificed their lives 
in defending their country on 
September 27, 2020.

The envoy said Qatar wel-
comed the agreement reached 
between Azerbaijan and Armenia 
providing for a ceasefire in the 

Nagomo-Karabakh region which 
paved the way for resolving the 
dispute between the two coun-
tries.

He said that in response to 
the next military aggression of 

Armenia against Azerbaijan, 
which began on September 27, 
2020, the Armed Forces of Azer-
baijan started the Patriotic War 
in order to liberate the lands of 
Azerbaijan, which have been 
under occupation for nearly 30 
years.

Ismayilov said that during 
the Patriotic War, 2,783 military 
officers of the Azerbaijan Armed 
Forces were killed, more than 
a hundred went missing, while 
more than a thousand were in-
jured. He added that under presi-
dential decree dated December 2, 
2020, September 27 was declared 
as Memorial Day in Azerbaijan.

He said that during the 44-
day war, Jabrayil, Fuzuli , Zangi-
lan , Gubadli, Aghdam, Kalbajar 
and Lachin regions and Shusha 
city of Azerbaijan were liberated.

The Azeri envoy said that af-
ter the liberation of Shusha, the 
second largest city in Nagorno-
Karabakh, according to the 
agreement signed in Moscow 
between President of Azerbaijan 
Ilham Aliyev, President of Russia 
Vladimir Putin and Prime Min-
ister of Armenia Nikol Pashin-
yan on November 10, 2020, the 
complete cessation of fire and 
military operations in the Na-
gorno-Karabakh conflict zone 
was announced that the Arme-
nian forces would be withdrawn 
from the Azerbaijani territories 
controlled by Armenia around 
Nagorno-Karabakh and the con-
struction of new transport com-
munications connecting the Na-
khchivan Autonomous Republic 
and the western regions of Azer-
baijan would be ensured.

HE Rashad Ismayilov 

Al Rayyan Municipality orders more 
than 500 stores to redo signboards

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

MORE than 500 shops in over 
seven streets in Al Rayyan Mu-
nicipality have been ordered to 
change their signboards as part 
of a campaign to reduce visual 
clutter and to ensure that signs 
at commercial buildings com-
ply with the municipal con-
struction codes.

The signboards are be-
ing reinstalled in commercial 
buildings at Othman Bin Affan 
Street, Al Shafi Street, Muaith-
er Commercial, Umm Al Dom, 
Al Ruwaidat, Al Tawbah and 
Al Canary Street, said Jaber 
Hassan Al Jaber, Director of Al 
Rayyan Municipality.

He explained that the role 
of municipalities in the initia-
tive to organize shop boards is 
an organizational role to con-
tribute positively to improving 
the quality of life in the city and 
the prosperity of commercial 
urban areas.

He added that the organisa-
tional process of the signboards 
contributes to supporting a dis-
tinctive Qatari identity in har-
mony with the urban character 
adopted in the comprehensive 
urban plan of the State of Qa-
tar, and it also addresses the 
existing negative phenomena 
and contributes to the upgrad-
ing and improvement of servic-
es in order to achieve the Qatar 
National Vision.
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HBKU-QEERI, ExxonMobil to assess
reuse of waste water from gas fields

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

THE Qatar Environment and Ener-
gy Research Institute (QEERI), part 
of Hamad Bin Khalifa University 
(HBKU), has signed an agreement 
with ExxonMobil Research Qatar 
(EMRQ) to evaluate the beneficial 
reuse of treated produced water 
(TPW) from gas fields.

A feasibility assessment agree-
ment recently signed by Dr Marc 
Vermeersch, QEERI Executive Di-
rector, and EMRQ paves the way for 
collaborative projects to determine 
avenues, including technologies and 
materials for treatment, to enable 
the reuse of TPW for various land-
scaping, agricultural and municipal 
purposes.

Produced water (PW) is the larg-
est volume wastewater related to oil 
and gas production. The PW is usu-
ally injected into onshore deep wells 
for disposal after some treatment. 
With the volume of PW expected to 

rise in Qatar and worldwide, sus-
tainable alternatives are needed.

The agreement outlines three 
major areas of collaboration: the 
analysis of technologies for pro-
duced water treatment; the evalu-
ation of water quality parameters; 
and the removal of primary pollut-
ants from treated produced water.

The entities will develop tech-
nologies and materials for the ef-
ficient removal of toxic organic 
pollutants and heavy metals from 
treated produced water and ex-
plore the potential for their com-

mercialisation.
Stressing the importance of 

these aims, Dr Vermeersch said, “I 
am delighted that QEERI is part-
nering with ExxonMobil Research 
Qatar to execute this project. Their 
decades of experience add tremen-
dous value, and bringing together 
our expertise and resources will go 
a long way in ensuring Qatar’s water 
sustainability objectives are met.

“Sustainable water treatment 
and the enhancement of wastewater 
reuse is a national priority and also 
at the core of operations at QEERI’s 

Water Center. Working with Exxon-
Mobil, we will test and build upon 
the innovative technologies being 
developed in-house at QEERI to 
address this pressing issue to for-
mulate solutions that solve water 
sustainability challenges in Qatar 
and globally.” Along with potential-
ly solving a long-standing problem 
facing the hydrocarbon industry by 
addressing the environmental and 
economic constraints of traditional 
PW disposal practices, the out-
comes of the agreement are set to 
help Qatar diversify its water sourc-
es. It will help the country reduce 
the high cost of investing in produc-
ing fresh water.

Dr Jenny Lawler, senior re-
search director of the Water Center 
at QEERI, said: “Non-conventional 
water resources such as that avail-
able from industrial activities in Qa-
tar are critical for enhancing water 
security for arid regions, and we are 
delighted to be able to work with 
EMRQ on this exciting initiative.

Partnership will enable innovation on recycling treated water produced by the oil and gas sector

HBKU’s TII: Ten years of glorious success
TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK

DOHA

THE Translation and Interpreting 
Institute (TII), part of the College 
of Humanities and Social Sciences 
(CHSS) at Hamad Bin Khalifa Univer-
sity (HBKU), was launched in 2012 
and continues to make an impact lo-
cally, regionally and beyond. Dr Amal 
Al-Malki, Founding Dean of CHSS, 
speaks about TII’s success story.

Question: TII has been in exist-
ence for 10 years. What are you most 
proud of during that time?

Answer: TII has come a long way 
since its inception in 2012. While 
I am very proud of the institute’s 
growth, I am most proud of the qual-
ity it has sustained. TII has persevered 
throughout the last decade because 
of its strong, dedicated community 
despite various challenges, only to 
emerge stronger; such as adapting 
to the changes brought to us by the 
COVID-19 pandemic. 

At TII, we currently deliver three 
Master of Arts programmes: the MA 
in Translation Studies and MA in Au-
diovisual Translation, both of which 
have been validated by the University 
of Geneva, and our latest, the MA in 

Intercultural Communication. There 
is also an opportunity for our gradu-
ates to pursue a PhD in Humanities 
and Social Sciences at CHSS, which 
TII is a part of, and I always feel the 
utmost pride when I see our alumni 
returning to pursue a PhD. Over the 
past 10 years, we have graduated 199 
students, who are now active con-
tributors to society, within their own 
professional fields and domains.

Our Language Centre has also 
grown immensely since TII was 
founded. We now offer 12 languages 
for adults, namely, Arabic, English, 

French, Spanish, German, Italian, 
Japanese, Korean, Mandarin Chinese, 
Portuguese, Russian, and Turkish. 
That is in addition to eight languages 
for children and teenagers, namely, 
Arabic, French, Spanish, German, 
Italian, Turkish, Mandarin Chinese, 
and Portuguese. Over the past 10 
years, we have welcomed more than 
15,000 language learners from the 
local community; whether children, 
teenagers, avid travellers, diplomats, 
and executives, among others!

We also have the Translation and 
Training Centre (TTC) within TII, 
where we offer revision and proof-
reading services to Qatar Foundation 
centres and strategic partners in di-
verse fields, in the business, medical, 
and legal sectors, to name a few. Over 
the past 10 years, TTC has translated 
more than 13,000,000 words, de-
livered more than 2,000 interpret-
ing sessions, and welcomed over 100 
trainees.

Question:  What would you like 
TII to achieve during the next 10 years 
and beyond?

Answer: I would love to see TII 
evolve into a leading international 
translation, interpreting, and educa-
tional language hub that invites stu-

dents, academics, and professionals 
from all over the world and from dif-
ferent fields and professions. I would 
also love to see TII evolve into a his-
toric institute with a strong, influen-
tial legacy that lives on for years to 
come. 

Developing our graduate studies 
programmes, creating partnerships, 
and increasing collaborations with 
local and international universities is 
something we are constantly and ef-
fortlessly working towards here at TII. 
Professionally, we would also love to 
increase and extend our partnerships 
and collaborations with the various 
sectors in the State of Qatar, the re-
gion, and beyond. 

Question: What changes have you 
seen during TII’s first 10 years?

Answer: When TII was first es-
tablished, it was important to build a 
reputation and a network within the 
community in Qatar, and to gain the 
public’s trust. Now, I am very proud 
to see people choosing to visit TII with 
a curious mind-set to learn more and 
benefit from what we have to offer. 
Over the years, we have partnered 
and collaborated with over 70 entities 
within Qatar, the region, and interna-
tionally.

QDF named 
Official Retail 
Store for WC 
Qatar 2022

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

QATAR Duty Free (QDF), a fully owned sub-
sidiary of FIFA Partner Qatar Airways, has 
announced that it has been named as Of-
ficial Retail Store for the FIFA World Cup 
Qatar 2022. 

This includes a licence to exclusively sell 
all FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 merchan-
dise in the fan zones and at all eight spectac-
ular stadiums hosting the matches in Qatar.

The award-winning retailer has already 
worked with FIFA at the Doha Exhibition 
and Convention Centre on April 1, where 
VIP attendees and distinguished guests were 
able to purchase the Adidas Official Match 
Ball for the very first time after its reveal at 
the Final Draw.

Qatar Duty Free Vice-President Thabet 
Musleh said, “The excitement is building 
day by day and Qatar Duty Free is thrilled 
to have been selected as the Official Retail 
Store for the FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022. 
This enables international fans to pick up 
their tournament souvenirs once they ar-
rive in the country, allowing fans to enjoy 
the World Cup at its fullest. Travellers leav-
ing Qatar will still have the opportunity to 
visit our stores at the airport and take a piece 
of the World Cup home with them to relive 
their memories after the tournament has 
ended.”

Fans will also be able to acquire tourna-
ment memorabilia when they land at Ham-
ad International Airport – the Official Air-
port of the FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 and 
a subsidiary of FIFA Partner Qatar Airways 
– and at numerous outlets in malls across 
the country.  A wide range of FIFA World 
Cup Qatar 2022 collectables, including the 
Adidas Official Match Ball, will also be avail-
able in airport departure stores for specta-
tors leaving Qatar following the matches as 
well as to passengers in transit.

GU-Q Open House 
to welcome future 
students today

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

QF-PARTNER Georgetown University in Qa-
tar (GU-Q) is hosting their annual Admissions 
Open House today, providing an ideal opportu-
nity for prospective university students to learn 
what it takes to succeed in the transition to col-
lege life before GU-Q’s February 1 application 
deadline for the 2023 academic year.

This year’s event, which caters to the needs 
of local high school students and their families, 
is the first on-campus open house since 2019. It 
will provide many opportunities to explore aca-
demic programmes and student life, learn about 
the application process, and learn what makes 
Georgetown University’s Bachelor of Science in 
Foreign Service (BSFS) programme one of the 
top ranked international affairs programmes in 
the world.

“The open house is designed to highlight the 
very best that GU-Q has to offer, and we look 
forward to meeting prospective students and 
answering any questions they have about at-
tending Georgetown, or any question they have 
about the transition from high school to college, 
which can be a challenging time,” said Joseph 
Hernandez, Director of Admissions at GU-Q. 

A faculty panel moderated by four George-
town students from Qatar, Germany, Pakistan  
and India will kick off the event. The discussion 
will provide an overview of the next academic 
year’s enrolment requirements as well as key 
information about the school’s curriculum and 
majors, classroom experience, and career pros-
pects after graduation.

Following the panel discussion, attendees 
will be invited to explore a fair showcasing the 
many departments across the university that 
work to support student success, such as tu-
toring, writing assistance, research training, 
sports, and leadership development. “The ho-
listic learning environment extends beyond the 
classroom. Our students have access to the criti-
cal resources, mentorship and support they will 
need to take on the challenge of creating a better 
future,” said Hernandez.

 At GU-Q, the BSFS degree is available in 
four concentrations: Culture and Politics, Inter-
national Economics, International History, and 
International Politics. Graduates of the same 
BSFS degree offered at Georgetown’s Wash-
ington, DC campus have gone on to success-
ful careers in a variety of industries, including 
banking, communications, energy, education, 
business, government, media, and more.

 Registration for the in-person open house 
is available on the university’s website at qatar.
georgetown.edu/DiscoverGUQ. International 
students will soon have access to a virtual open 
house to help them with their academic journey. 
Director Hernandez also encourages students 
to connect via the university’s website for addi-
tional assistance with application requirements, 
answers to frequently asked questions, and pro-
gramme information to make the process easier 
to navigate, including videos that walk students 
through the entire admission process.

MES session discusses ways to manage stress in teachers
TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK

DOHA

THE MES Indian School conducted 
an orientation session for its teach-
ers, with the aim of helping them 
identify the stress factors and man-
age them properly. Principal Ha-
meeda Kadar led the session titled 
‘Stress Management’ at KG Hall of 
the school.

With the help of diverse exam-
ples from real-life situations, she ex-
plained the various factors of stress 
and practical tips and solutions to 
manage it. She said the first step to 
managing stress is to know oneself 
better, “how we react in different sit-
uations, what causes stress, and how 
we behave when we feel stressed”. 

The various techniques for re-
ducing stress such as finding a sup-
port system, changing the attitude, 
getting organised, taking breaks, 
being assertive and setting priori-
ties, were also discussed in the ses-
sion among other topics.

The attendees were informed 
that stress can have far-reaching 
consequences on a person beyond 
the temporary feeling of pressure. 
“While we can’t avoid stress, we can 
learn to manage it and develop skills 
to cope with the events or situations 

we find stressful. So, it is essential to 
learn how we can manage it effec-
tively,” Hameeda Kadar said.

The session was interactive and 
lively, and coordinated by the De-
partment of Guidance and Counsel-
ling at the school.

QA Privilege Club and Accor Live Limitless unveil 
strategic tie-up to elevate members’ experience

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

QATAR Airways Privilege Club and 
ALL - Accor Live Limitless - an-
nounced the enhancement of their 
strategic partnership, providing 
new ways for members to earn both 
Avios and ALL Reward points, while 
also fast-tracking their tier status. 
The partnership amplifies the re-
wards for members of both Privilege 
Club and ALL globally, who can now 
enjoy the benefit of earning both 
Avios and ALL Reward points upon 
their first eligible Accor stay or Qatar 
Airways flight.

After linking membership ac-
counts, Privilege Club and ALL 
members will earn up to 1 Avios for 
every €1 spent on eligible stays at 
participating Accor hotels, in ad-
dition to the usual ALL Reward 
points. Participating hotels include 
Raffles, Fairmont, Sofitel, Rixos, 

SLS, 25 Hours, Movenpick, Pull-
man and many more. Similarly, 
Privilege Club and ALL members 
can additionally earn 1 ALL Reward 
point for every $2 spent on eligible 
Qatar Airways flights, alongside the 
usual Avios.

Qatar Airways Chief Commer-
cial Officer Thierry Antinori said: 
“At Privilege Club we are constantly 
striving to achieve excellence by 
providing a loyalty programme 

that sets the highest standards for 
our members. To achieve this, we 
have taken the strategic decision 
to enhance our partnership with 
Accor, expanding benefits for both 
Privilege Club and ALL - Accor Live 
Limitless members and granting 
opportunities for tier fast-track. 
We are certain that they will enjoy 
the benefits of this partnership en-
hancement in some of the world’s 
most renowned hotel brands and 

look forward to introducing ALL 
members to our award-winning 
services.”

Additionally, elite members of 
either loyalty programmes can bene-
fit from an exclusive offer to advance 
tiers.
Status Benefits for Qatar Airways 
Privilege Club members:

Following the first eligible in-
ternational hotel stay with Accor, 
Privilege Club Gold members will 
be upgraded to Silver status from 
ALL, providing extra benefits such 
as complimentary welcome drinks, 
priority welcome, late check-out, 
and more.

Privilege Club Platinum mem-
bers will be upgraded to Gold Status 
from ALL, after their first eligible 
international hotel stay with Accor, 
granting them guaranteed room 
availability, complimentary room 
upgrades, early check-in, late check-
out, and more.

Dr Amal Al-Malki
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CheCk out WeTransfer this 
week as the Years of Culture 
(YoC) initiative profiles some of 
its programmes and the iconic 
Qatar Museums institutions 
that support them to mark 10 
years of cross-cultural collabo-
ration and friendship.

highlighted initiatives in-
clude: 

● Photography ex-
change Programme: American 
photographer Andrew Studer 
captured the first two building 
images seen on WeTransfer 
during his visit to Qatar as part 
of the Qatar-USA 2021 Year of 
Culture Photography exchange 
Programme. 

● Pearls exhibition: 
Photographs from the exhibi-
tion Pearls: Treasures from 
the Seas and the Rivers, which 
traveled to Japan, the United 
kingdom, Brazil, Turkey and 
Russia during past Years of 
Culture and is now on view at 
the National Museum of Qatar. 

● Upcoming exhibi-
tions at the Museum of Islamic 
Art (MIA): The MIA will reo-
pen on October 5 following a 
facilities enhancement project 
and the reimagination and re-
installation of its permanent 
collection galleries. It will host 
the landmark temporary exhi-
bition, Baghdad: eye’s Delight 
(October 26, 2022 – February 
25, 2023) under the Years of 
Culture banner, which intro-
duces and celebrates one of the 
world’s most influential cities. 
On WeTransfer, The Bridge 
of the Boats on the Tigris, 
Baghdad (1820) is juxtaposed 
against a striking photo of MIA 
captured by Andrew Studer. 

● The Fire Station: The 
Fire Station creative commu-
nity space has supported doz-
ens of regional artists since its 
launch. One of the pieces to 
be presented in the upcoming 
exhibition Fire Station alumni 
exhibition Majaz: Contempo-
rary Art Qatar (September 16, 
2022 –February 25, 2023) can 
be seen on WeTransfer now.

YoC initiative marks 
10th anniversary with 
WeTransfer activation

Ajmal Perfumes launches 
new Qafiya 07 & Qafiya 08

Tribune news neTwork
Doha

AT a glittering launch event or-
ganised at Mall of Qatar, Doha, 
Ajmal Perfumes launched their 
new Qafiya 07 and Qafiya 08 
perfumes – at the Ajmal Per-
fumes showroom on Monday.

Qafiya has been a unique 
initiative undertaken by Ajmal 
Perfumes since 2016. Based on 
the three pillars of Pride, Collab-
oration and Community Spirit, 
Qafiya is a fragrance that is ‘for 
the khaleejis, of the khaleejis 
and by the khaleejis.’

After successful launches in 
the UAe (2016), kuwait (2018) 
and the kingdom of Saudi Ara-
bia (2020), Qafiya 07 and Qafiya 
08 were launched as testaments 
to Qatar. 

Qafiya 07 is a new fragrance 
that symbolises Qatari pride. It is 
a brilliant blend of spicy, floral, 
ambery tones that every Qatari 
would love.

Qafiya 08 is a tribute to the 
pride of Qatar hosting the World 
Cup – and is a crafted testament 
to citrusy, floral, woody notes.

Abdulla Ajmal, Deputy COO, 
Ajmal Perfumes, said during 
the launch, “Qafiya has always 
symbolised pride. With Qafiya 
07, we have created a fragrance 
that is the new essence of Qatari 
pride. And with Qafiya 08, we 
have kicked off a new essence 
that celebrates the spirit and joy 
of Qatar and the World Cup.”

keeping in with the tradi-
tion of Ajmal Perfumes work-
ing closely on Qafiya with local 
khaleejis; Qafiya 07 and Qafiya 
08 have also seen a collaborative 
effort.

The bottle caps and the pri-
mary and secondary packag-
ing for Qafiya 07 and Qafiya 08 
have been designed by Muna 
Al-Bader, an artist based out of 
Doha, who was also present at 
the launch.

For Qafiya 07, Muna has 
used colours and graphics that 
are essentially Qatari – rooted in 
traditional art and motifs. And 
for Qafiya 08, her design ambi-
tion has been to have the excite-
ment of Football meet the rich 
legacy of Qatari design.

Coming to the ingredients for 
both fragrances, Ajmal Perfumes 
collaborated closely with Chef 
Aisha, a renowned chef based 
out of Doha, who also made her 
presence felt at the launch.

For Qafiya 07, Chef Aisha 
has selected a spicy top of Pink 
Pepper and a base of Amber, 
whilst for Qafiya 08, her ingredi-
ent reference has been a warm 
Saffron top and a woody Sandal-
wood base. All ingredients were 
carefully chosen keeping Qatari 
tastes in mind.

Another important person-
ality who was at the launch was 
hamad Al Jameela, a famous 
Qatari social media influencer. 
he also advocated the pride that 
he felt about Qafiya 07 and Qafi-
ya 08 being a testament to the 
spirit of Qatar.

Purab Bhatt, Marketing 
Manager, Ajmal Perfumes had 
this to say about the launch, 

“Qafiya symbolises pride, and we 
are sparing no efforts in a multi-
media launch that will showcase 
this pride. Combining every-
thing from films to social media, 
influencers to above the line and 
digital advertising, we are sure to 
make Qafiya 07 and 08 a huge 
success.”

Summing up the exciting 
launch, Abdulla Ajmal, Deputy 
COO, Ajmal Perfumes said, 
“Both fragrances – Qafiya 07 
and Qafiya 08 – have been 
crafted by Ajmal Perfumes as an 
ode to the ambition, vision and 
achievement of this region. We 
are confident of their success, 
and we know that they will be 
loved by everyone in Qatar and 
across the region.”

New Qafiya 07 and Qafiya 
08 are now available at all Ajmal 
Perfumes showrooms across 
Qatar and the Middle east. And 
can also be ordered through the 
Ajmal Perfumes online e-com-
merce portal – www.ajmalper-
fume.com

Tribune news neTwork
Doha

QATAR Charity (QC), in col-
laboration with the Ministries 
of education and higher edu-
cation, launched the ‘I am Con-
scious’ campaign to educate 
primary and secondary school 
students about harassment 
prevention. 
The campaign, which began in 
August and will run until Feb-
ruary 2023, consists of work-
shops and awareness lectures 
held in schools in collaboration 
with specialised trainers.

So far, the campaign has 
targeted 1,000 female students 
in a variety of girls’ primary 
schools, where three aware-
ness workshops were held in 
an appealing educational style 
appropriate for their ages. Dur-
ing the coming months, the 
campaign is expected to hold 

activities in a number of boys’ 
schools.

The workshops covered 
a variety of topics, including 
how to avoid harassment and 
stay safe. According to Zainab 
khashan, an educational and 
family counsellor, being open 
to various cultures requires 

educational and community in-
stitutions to participate in pro-
moting such a culture among 
our male and female students, 
as well as clarifying the risks 
and types of exploitation for 
them.

Jawaher Al-Muraikhi, a 
social worker at Al-khwariz-

mi Primary School for Girls, 
praised Qatar Charity’s social 
programmes, which are part 
of extra-curricular activities 
aimed at protecting children. 
She expressed gratitude to Qa-
tar Charity for organising the 
events.

Fathia Muhammad Al-
Abdullah, a fifth-grade stu-
dentmother ,’s praised the 
campaign, emphasising the im-
portance of such efforts.

ASSISTANT FM MEETS US AMBASSADOR

QC launches ‘I am Conscious’ 
campaign for school students

Katara Hospitality and Accor 
expand pact with opening of 
Fairmont Tazi Palace Tangier

Tribune news neTwork
Doha

kATARA hospitality, a leading 
global hotel owner, developer 
and operator based in Qatar has 
strengthened its partnership with 
Accor, the world’s most diverse 
hospitality group with over 425 
hotels across India, Middle east, 
Africa and Turkey, with the open-
ing of the new Fairmont Tazi 
Palace Tangier in the Northern 
region of Morocco. 

Set to open in the fourth 
quarter of 2022, the new luxury 
hotel will consolidate the long-
standing partnership between 
the two groups, with katara 
hospitality already owning sev-
eral landmark hotels managed by 
Accor. The historical palace will 
feature 133 luxurious rooms and 
suites, a Fairmont Spa, multiple 
restaurants and bars, as well as 
modern conference and banquet 
spaces.  

Chairman of katara hospi-
tality Ali bin Ahmed Al kuwari 
said, “Our investment in restor-
ing Tazi Palace in Tangier aligns 
with katara hospitality’s strate-
gic plans for international expan-
sion, being our second venture in 
North Africa.

“By committing to this agree-
ment, our primary goal is to 
support the development of the 
local community, while sharing 
our expertise in the hospitality 
field and investing into creating 
a strong partnership and lasting 
value. Today, it gives us great 
pleasure to share our Moroccan 
flagship property with Accor.” 

Andrew humphries, acting 
CeO of katara hospitality, said: 
“We are confident the ethos of 
the Fairmont brand is a strategic 
fit as it is important that we have 
an operator which understands 
and respects the heritage of this 
wonderful hotel, ensuring it oc-
cupies its rightful position in the 

local and global market-places 
when it opens later this year. 

“With its deep history blend-
ed with contemporary Moroccan 
architecture, the Tazi Palace will 
become a true hospitality icon 
that represents both a proud leg-
acy and an exciting future. The 
resort will emerge as a relaxing 
urban escape that is a true cele-

bration of rich Moroccan culture 
and history.” 

Located in the city of Tang-
ier in the North of Morocco, the 
property enjoys an enviable loca-
tion at the heart of the upscale 
residential Boubana area, offer-
ing guests convenient proxim-
ity to the main attractions of the 
city; 10 minutes away from the 

city centre and the Corniche, and 
only 20 minutes from the airport. 

“Fairmont Tazi Palace Tangi-
er is a wonderful addition to our 
luxury portfolio in Morocco,” 
said Sébastien Bazin, chairman 
and CeO of Accor. “We are proud 
and happy to partner, once 
again, with katara hospitality on 
another wonderful project. We 
couldn’t think of a better brand 
than Fairmont to introduce the 
Palace to our guests, with the 
promise of an unforgettable ex-
perience in this extraordinary 
location.”

Nestled in the heart of the 
city and in one of its most exclu-
sive locations, Fairmont Tazi Pal-
ace is perfectly set on a forested 
hill offering unparalleled views 
of Tangier. Visiting guests will 
be immersed in an environment 
steeped in rich history while en-
joying charismatic and engag-
ing service. The luxurious place 
features sumptuous Arab-Anda-
lusian architecture, combining 
ancient and modern design while 
staying true to Moroccan tradi-
tion. 

Fabien Gastinel, general 
manager of Fairmont Tazi Palace 
Tangier, said: “I am very much 
looking forward to bringing the 
world-renowned Fairmont brand 
to Tangier. The next few months 
will be very exciting as the team 
and I prepare to welcome guests 
to this incredible property, and 
offer truly memorable experi-
ences and a highly engaged and 
personalised service.” 

Once open, the property will 
cater to guests travelling for lei-
sure or business, as well as for 
those looking for an awe-inspir-
ing stay with friends and family in 
Tangier, one of the most beloved 
cities in Morocco.

Accor currently operates 41 
properties (6,215 keys) in Moroc-
co with a pipeline of four proper-
ties (768 keys) in development.

Ministry recalls 
BMWM 240i 
Coupe model
The Ministry of Commerce and Industry (MoCI), in 
collaboration with Al Fardan Automobiles, Qatar’s 
BMW dealership, has announced the recall of the 
BMW M240i Coupe, 2022 model, because the clips of 
the outer fabric cover are not firmly fixed, potentially 
leading to cover instability.The recall campaign, ac-
cording to the ministry, is part of its ongoing efforts to 
protect consumers and ensure that car dealers follow 
up on vehicle defects and repairs. The ministry said 
that it will work with the dealer to track maintenance 
and repair work and will communicate with custom-
ers to ensure that necessary repairs are made.  The 
ministry urged all customers to report any violations 
to its Consumer Protection and Anti-Commercial 
Fraud Department, which processes complaints, in-
quires and suggestions through the following chan-
nels: - Call Center: 16001 - email: info@moci.gov.
qa - The Ministry of Commerce and Industry’s social 
media accounts: - Twitter @MOCIQATAR - Insta-
gram MOCIQATAR - The Ministry of Commerce and 
Industry’s mobile application available on iPhone and 
Android devices MOCI_QATAR  (Tnn)

Assistant Foreign Minister for Regional Affairs HE Dr Mohammed bin Abdulaziz bin 
Saleh Al Khulaifi met with the US Ambassador to Qatar HE Timmy Davis on Tuesday. 
During the meeting, they reviewed bilateral relations between the two countries and 
the ways to enhance them, in addition to discussing a number of regional and interna-
tional issues of mutual interest. (QnA)

Abdulla Ajmal, COO of Ajmal 
Perfumes



AGENCIES 

TALKS between Iran and the 
International Atomic Energy 
Agency (IAEA) have restarted 
over a probe into nuclear ma-
terial found at nuclear sites 
in Iran, which has been at the 
centre of the stall in efforts to 
restore the country’s 2015 nu-
clear deal with world powers.

“Dialogue has restarted 
with Iran on clarification of 
outstanding safeguards is-
sues,” tweeted Rafael Grossi, 
the director general of the 
global atomic watchdog late on 
Monday.

Grossi had met with Iran’s 
nuclear chief Mohammad Es-
lami in Vienna earlier on Mon-
day following the General Con-
ference of the agency, where 
both men delivered speeches.

Neither side divulged de-
tails of the talks or signalled a 
possible Grossi visit to Tehran. 
The IAEA head has visited sev-
eral times in the past few years 
to resolve time-sensitive issues.

The central issue of the 
talks is a probe into traces of 
man-made nuclear particles 
found years ago at several Ira-
nian sites, for which the agency 
maintains Iran has not provid-
ed a sufficient explanation.

Iran, on the other hand, has 
demanded that the safeguards 
probe be closed before Tehran 
and world powers can reach 
an agreement on restoring the 
Joint Comprehensive Plan of 

Action (JCPOA), as the nuclear 
deal is formally known.

“I would like to clarify that 
there are no undeclared activi-
ties or nuclear particles in Iran, 
and all allegations are strictly 
based on fabricated and false 
information by the occupying 
regime of Israel,” the Iranian 
nuclear chief told the IAEA 
conference.

“The Islamic Republic of 

Iran truly expects the agen-
cy to carry out its reporting, 
monitoring and verification 
in a more professional, unbi-
ased and independent man-
ner.” Grossi, however, reiter-
ated to the conference that 
the agency’s monitoring capa-
bilities have been significantly 
hampered after Iran restricted 
them in reaction to the 2018 
unilateral withdrawal of the 

United States from the nuclear 
deal, and attacks on Iranian 
nuclear sites thought to have 
been carried out by Israel.

“We need to find common 
solutions for problems that 
are not going to go away if we 
don’t solve them in a collabora-
tive fashion,” the agency direc-
tor said about the safeguards 
probe.

Talks with world powers 
to restore the nuclear accord 
began in April 2021 and after 
many ups and downs, the Eu-
ropean Union, as coordinator, 
produced a “final text” in Au-
gust, based on which Tehran 
and Washington started relay-
ing messages indirectly.

The US and its European 
allies said the latest Iranian 
response, submitted earlier 
this month, signalled a step 
backward as it presented new 
demands.

Iran, which says its nuclear 
programme is strictly peace-
ful, has maintained that the 
US needs to make concessions 
to reach an agreement, while 
US officials have said an agree-
ment remains unlikely in the 
short term as the US mid-term 
elections loom in November.

Iranian Foreign Minister 
Hossein Amirabdollahian, who 
is still in New York after ac-
companying President Ebra-
him Raisi to the United Na-
tions General Assembly, also 
signalled that Iran is ready to 
discuss the safeguards probe.

Iran and IAEA restart talks 
amid nuclear deal deadlock

Rafael Grossi, Director General of the International Atomic Energy 
Agency (IAEA) in Vienna on Monday. (AFP)

BERLIN: Iran’s parliament is divided following a crackdown by 
the judiciary and security forces on a wave of protests through-
out the country.

According to state news agency IRNA on Tuesday, Member of 
Parliament Zohreh Sadat Lajevardi said the recent protests have 
been organized by the enemies of Iran and called for severe 
consequences for the participants. 

Conversely, Jalah Rashidi Kuchi, a member of the domestic 
affairs committee, said that as long as the government doesn’t 
handle current issues objectively, nothing in the country will 
work. Kuchi said that wild conspiracy theories, accusations, 
violence and political hypocrisy will not solve the unrest or move 
the country forward. Protests continued into Monday night. 
Observers say the demonstrators in big cities have developed 
a new strategy. They are gathering in smaller groups, in several 
locations, intending to make it more difficult for police and secu-
rity forces to gain control. (DPA)

Iranian parliament split over crackdown 
on recent protests

News 
in brief

India teacher allegedly kills Dalit student 
over spelling mistake

POLICE in India are searching for a teacher accused of beating a 
Dalit student to death over a spelling mistake, officers said amid 
violent protests triggered by the incident.

Nikhil Dohre was struck with a rod and kicked until he fell 
unconscious by his high school teacher earlier this month after 
misspelling the word “social” in an exam, according to a police 
complaint by his father. The 15-year-old died from his injuries on 
Monday at a hospital in northern Uttar Pradesh state, and the 
accused has fled the area. 

“He is on the run, but we will arrest him soon,” police officer 
Mahendra Pratap Singh told the AFP news agency. 

The Dalit community – formerly known as the “untoucha-
bles” – sits at the lowest rung of India’s caste system and has 
been subject to prejudice and discrimination for centuries. 

Reporting from New Delhi, Al Jazeera’s Pavni Mittal said vio-
lent protests broke out in Auraiya district, the location of the at-
tack, demanding the teacher’s arrest before the cremation of the 
boy’s body.  “The family says the boy was beaten by his teacher 
a few weeks ago for making a spelling error. Now the family has 
called this a caste-based hate crime,” she said. 

Hundreds of people took to the streets on Monday and 
torched a police vehicle. (AGENCIES)

Protests in Japan at state funeral 
for assassinated ex-PM Abe

Typhoon death toll reaches 8 in 
Philippines, over 50,000 displaced

B’desh boat capsize 
death toll hits 67, at 
least 10 still missing

DPA 
TOKYO 

Japan honoured the assassi-
nated former prime minister 
Shinzo Abe with a state funeral 
and military display in the na-
tion’s capital on Tuesday, with 
the government ignoring critics 
who said Abe did not deserve 
the rare ceremony.

Under heavy security pre-
cautions and surrounded by 
angry protesters, some 4,300 
mourners from Japan and 
abroad took part in the ceremo-
ny at the Nippon Budokan hall 
in Tokyo on Tuesday.

Among them were US Vice 
President Kamala Harris and 
former German president, 
Christian Wulff.

Abe’s widow, Akie, dressed 
in a black formal kimono, car-
ried the urn containing the ash-
es into the hall amid the thun-

der of cannon blasts.
Soldiers in white received 

the urn at hall and placed it on 
a pedestal while the military 
band played the national an-
them.

Mourners sat in front of 
a huge portrait of the former 
prime minister.

In a nearby park, people 
laid flowers and prayed at two 
tables laid out for the occasion 
since the morning.

In his speech, current head 
of government Fumio Kishida 
praised his mentor Abe as a 
politician with a clear vision 
for the development of Japan 
and the world, saying he should 
have lived much longer.

Abe was Japan’s longest 
serving head of government in 
the post-war period.

At home, however, Abe is 
controversial for his nationalist 
agenda and his involvement in 

nepotism scandals.
In polls, a majority said they 

rejected the state ceremony 
for Abe, and said that current 
Prime Minister Fumio Kishida 
- who also belongs to Abe’s con-
servative party - had no right to
give Abe such a state honour.

Some opposition parties 
boycotted the state funeral. 
Opponents referenced Japan’s 
pre-war imperialist era, when 
state mourning served to fuel 
nationalism.

Abe’s opponents also re-
called the former prime min-
ister’s attempts to whitewash 
Japan’s wartime atrocities and 
change the pacifist post-war 
constitution.

Since the end of the war, 
there has only been one state 
funeral for a prime minister - 
in 1967 for Shigeru Yoshida. 
There ceremony was also criti-
cized at the time.

DPA 
MANILA

THE death toll from Typhoon 
Noru in the Philippines has 
reached eight, with more than 
50,000 people displaced by 
floods and landslides, the na-
tional disaster agency said 
Tuesday.

The dead were from the 
provinces of Bulacan, Zam-
bales, Bataan and Quezon, 
which were the worst-hit areas, 
the agency said.

Three people have also 
been reported missing in the 
eastern province of Camarines 
Norte. Reports of damage from 
the typhoon were trickling in as 
weather began to clear in the 
affected areas.

Noru moved off the country 
on Tuesday, but was expected 
to enhance a monsoon that 
would continue to bring rain 

over the north-western Philip-
pines.

Noru slammed into the 
Philippines on Sunday with 
maximum sustained winds 
of 195 kilometres per hour 
(km/h) and gusts of up to 240 
km/h, but weakened after mak-
ing landfall.

In Vietnam, where the 

storm was expected to travel 
next, hundreds of thousands 
of people were placed in secure 
emergency accommodation 
even before it makes landfall.

Ten airports, including 
in the popular tourist city of 
Da Nang, were closed until 
Wednesday, and all flights are 
being cancelled.

DPA 
DHAKA 

DIVERS found more bodies on Tuesday after 
an overcrowded boat capsized in a northern 
Bangladeshi river at the weekend, raising the 
death toll to 67, officials said.   

The boat overturned on the Korotoya river 
on Sunday afternoon while returning from 
a Hindu temple on the opposite bank in the 
northern Panchagarh district.

The death toll rose as the divers retrieved at 
least 26 bodies from the river on the third day 
of rescue operation, authorities said.

At least 10 people are still reportedly miss-
ing. Rescuers and local volunteers found 24 
bodies on the first day of their operation, ac-
cording to officials.

On Monday, they retrieved the bodies of 17 
people, seven of whom were found nearly 20 kil-
ometres away from the accident site.The death 
toll was the worst for a maritime disaster in the 
country since 2015, when at least 78 people died 
after an overcrowded ferry collided with a cargo 
vessel in a river west of the capital, Dhaka.

Dozens of people die each year in ferry ac-
cidents in Bangladesh, a low-lying country that 
has extensive inland waterways and lax safety 
standards. At least 26 people died in May af-
ter an overcrowded speedboat collided with a 
sand-laden bulk carrier and sank on the Padma 
River.

Last December, some 40 people perished 
when a packed three-storey ferry caught fire in 
southern Bangladesh. A ferry sank in Dhaka in 
June 2020 after a collision with another vessel, 
killing at least 32 people. Meanwhile, in 2015, 
at least 78 people perished when an overcrowd-
ed ship collided with a cargo vessel in a river 
west of the capital.
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Residents sit in a primary school being used as a shelter during Ty-
phoon Noru in Hoi An in Vietnam on Tuesday. (AFP)



Qatar’s hosting of the 
FIFa World Cup is 
playing a transforma-
tive role in making the 
country more accessible 

for disabled people.
the accessibility Forum 

– launched by the supreme 
Committee for Delivery & Leg-
acy (sC) in 2016 – has been at 
the centre of planning to en-
sure tournament facilities and 
wider public infrastructure 
meet the requirements of the 
disabled community. 

“the accessibility Forum 
ensures that the most impor-
tant stakeholders in the coun-
try, including disabled people, 
play a direct role in determin-
ing how the tournament can 
leave a legacy for generations 
to come. We wanted to make 
sure the World Cup made 
Qatar more accessible, while 
setting new standards in how 
to host accessible sporting 
events,” said Khaled al suwai-
di, the sC’s stakeholder rela-
tions Director.

In addition to direct en-
gagements with the sC and 
tournament organisers, mem-
bers of the accessibility Fo-

rum have worked closely with 
organisations in the transpor-
tation, hospitality and cultural 
sectors to make Qatar more 
accessible. the result has been 
substantial enhancements – 
making it easier for people to 
move around the country and 
access key sites and services.

Ikrami ahmad, a blind 
member of the accessibility 
Forum, spoke of the impact 
of hosting the tournament on 
disabled people in Qatar.

“there has been a marked 
difference across the country 
in recent years,” said ahmad. 
“there’s more of an interest in 
accessibility, regardless of the 
cost or return on investment. 
It’s regarded as a human right 
– and this commitment will be 
felt by fans visiting Qatar for 
the World Cup.”

ahmad said the Doha 
Metro helps him lead a more 
independent life. 

“the metro system is one 
of the best places for blind 
people in Qatar. the floor 
indicators and audible an-
nouncements create a barrier-
free journey. Knowing the de-
livery of the metro system was 

accelerated due to the World 
Cup is one of the many ways 
that the legacy of the tourna-
ment is already being felt by 
the disabled community in 
Qatar.”

Wheelchair athlete ahmad 
al shahrani confirmed the 
progress in recent years. 

“We can see greater ac-
cessibility in shopping malls, 
libraries, universities and hos-
pitals. I would say that that 80 
percent of key locations in Qa-
tar are wheelchair accessible 
– something which benefits 
disabled people and others,” 
said al shahrani.  

Ghanimeh al taweel be-
lieves the FIFa World Cup is 
creating a fundamental shift 
in the way disability is seen in 
Qatar.

“the accessible infrastruc-
ture has led to more disabled 
people being seen out and 
about in our communities – 
on the streets, in work places 
and schools. It means greater 
integration and a voice at the 
decision-making table,” said 
al taweel, who is an accessi-
bility researcher.

In addition to accessi-

ble infrastructure, this year’s 
FIFa World Cup will intro-
duce a range of new features 
for the disabled community. 
For the first time, blind and 
partially sighted fans will be 
able to listen to audio descrip-
tive commentary in arabic at 
World Cup matches. the ser-
vice is accessible through a 
mobile application and will be 
available at all eight stadiums. 

sensory rooms will also be 
offered at different stadiums 
to provide neuro-divergent 
fans with the ability to watch 
matches in a quieter space, 
equipped with assistive tech-
nology and managed by ex-
pert staff. the rooms will be 
installed by the sC and local 
stakeholders.

 “We are aiming to deliver 
the most accessible version of 
the FIFa World Cup in his-
tory,” added al suwaidi. “We 
are continually working with 
stakeholders to ensure the 
entire user journey is barrier-
free. It is important we involve 
all sectors of society in our ac-
tivities. We want everyone in 
Qatar to be a part of the first 
World Cup in our region.”

THE VIEWS EXPRESSED ON THE OPINION AND ANALYSIS PAGES ARE THE AUTHORS’ OWN. QATAR TRIBUNE BEARS NO RESPONSIBILITY.

World Cup Playing Key Role in 
Making Qatar More Accessible 

For Disabled People
Hosting the FIFA World Cup has been a catalyst for improved accessibility

AlAnood A Al ThAni

“T
he phenomenon 
of climate change 
is undoubtedly one 
of the serious chal-
lenges of our time. 

It is a problem that is con-
tinuously exacerbating and 
causing many problems which 
intertwine in their economic, 
environmental and social di-
mensions and have very seri-
ous negative repercussions 
on all forms of life including 
human life and on both de-
veloped and developing coun-
tries alike, especially on the 
tracks of the sustainable de-
velopment which all peoples 
aspire to,” stated his high-
ness the amir of state of Qa-
tar sheikh tamim bin hamad 
al thani during the 2019 UN 
Climate action summit.

an article by he Lolwah 
rashid al Khater, assistant 
Foreign Minister of Qatar and 
a spokesperson of the Min-
istry of Foreign affairs, has 
stated what Qatar is trying to 
do to help with the world cri-
sis of climate change. 

since Qatar is a small na-

tion, the threats of climate 
change are high due to the 
country being a producer of 
fossil fuels. the country is 
also threatened by a rise in 
sea levels in coming years, 
therefore Qatar has commit-
ted to having sustainable de-
velopment for the future. the 
Qatar national vision of 2030 
mentions four main focuses 
for the change -- environmen-
tal development, economic 
development, social develop-
ment, and environmental de-
velopment. however, Qatar 
has been actively working on 
the changes way before the 
intended reach of the 2030 
vision. Qatar’s 2022 FIFa 
World Cup intends to be the 
first environmental-friendly 
football event in the region. 
the stadiums being used for 
the 2022 FIFa World Cup are 
solar-powered and the tech-
nology used is planned to save 
water and energy. 

But is this enough to slow 
down climate change?

Professor Benjamin James 
reilly, a teaching professor 
at Carnegie Mellon Univer-
sity in Qatar, has published 

a book titled “Disaster and 
human history: Case stud-
ies in Nature, society and 
Catastrophe”, in the second 
edition of his publication, 
states that “our climate is fac-
ing a constant change, even 

though we have been through 
many changes in our climate, 
what is coming next would be 
something no one has faced 
before.”

reilly mentions that the 
ability to change the natural 

environment is restricted, 
however, I think small chang-
es are better than nothing. 

the goals for a sustainable 
future with climate change are 
-- saving energy whether it is 
unplugging televisions when 

not in use to switching the 
lights of your home to LeD 
bulbs which are energy effi-
cient.

reducing your waste -- 
open burning of waste causes 
a lot of harm not just to the 
environment but to humans. 
the smoke the fire produces 
pollutes the air we breathe as 
well affects our world, it is a 
contributing factor to climate 
change.

a 2020 report by Kah-
ramaa, the supplier of elec-
tricity and water in Qatar, 
states that the demand for 
electricity grew by 1.5% while 
the demand for water grew by 
3.9% compared to the 2019 
annual report.

Qatar has started working 
on its national vision, it is time 
for other nations to start doing 
so. Climate change is a seri-
ous matter, and governments 
around the world should start 
implementing potential solu-
tions for their nations, to slow 
down climate change.

Alanood A Al Thani is 
student of Northwestern 
University in Qatar.

A NeW study might finally 
get the attention of indus-
trial leaders and others who 

have shrugged off the threat of 
human-caused climate change. 
It finds that more than half a 
million privately owned parcels 
of coastal property — the kind 
of property generally held by 
the well-heeled — could be un-
derwater by 2050.

studies galore lately have 
warned that global warming 
trends today are surpassing 
even the worst-case scenarios 
of just a few years ago. so much 
new data and dire pronounce-
ments from scientists have 
emerged, in fact, that it’s easy 
to let it become numbing. even 
apocalyptic data, in the ab-
stract, is still abstract.

But the analysis published 
this month by the research 
nonprofit Climate Central puts 
the issue into a context of dol-
lars and acreage that could be 
useful driving home this urgent 
message to those who might 
otherwise be disinclined to lis-
ten to it.

the organization took ex-
isting data on predicted sea lev-
el rise and analyzed it against 
coastal property records across 
the U.s. What it found was that 
almost 650,000 parcels of pri-
vately owned land, across more 
than 4 million acres, will be be-
low projected tidal boundaries 
by 2050. the lost real estate 
will be largely along the Gulf 
and atlantic coasts.

the report lays out some 
truly sobering ripple effects of 
the loss of this land, including 
eroding tax bases for local gov-
ernments “as property owners 
object to paying taxes on sub-
merged land.” that’s the kind 

of projection that might, final-
ly, get through to people who 
have been blithely or doggedly 
refusing to acknowledge the 
crisis at hand.

as one of the experts in-
volved in the study told the 
Washington Post, “People real-
ly haven’t internalized that yet 
— that ‘hey, I’m going to have 
something taken away from 
me by the sea.’” the specter 
of one’s upscale beachfront 
condo becoming effectively 
worthless in the relatively near 
future due to the shortsight-
edness of industrial societies 
could be just the wakeup call 
that’s needed.

the primary sufferers of the 
effects of climate change so far 
have generally been the poor — 
particularly developing-world 
citizens wracked by droughts 
and flooding in societies that 
don’t function well even when 
the weather cooperates. In the 
Us, California wildfires, in-
creased instances of hurricanes 
and other global-warming fall-
out makes the already-chal-
lenging lives of working-class 
americans more so.

the wealthy — a group that 
includes those who control an 
industrial sector that has for 
years stymied attempts to con-
front climate change — gener-
ally have the resources and mo-
bility to keep themselves out of 
harm’s way, whether it’s soci-
etal upheaval or a slow-motion 
environmental catastrophe. 
If it takes an existential threat 
to their vacation homes and 
beachfront land to finally get 
them to join the fight to save 
the planet, that, at least, would 
be a positive aspect to the latest 
dismal climate news.

Climate Change 
Already Torments 
The Poor. It Will 
Soon Come For 

The Rich

Climate Change, Our World Needs Our Help

Opinion EstablishEd sEptEmbEr 3, 2006

hamad bin suhaim al thani chairman
adel ali bin ali managing director
dr hassan mohammed al ansari editor-in-chief
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Turkish President recep 
Tayyip Erdogan has once again 
strongly criticized Greece for 
its handling of refugees in the 
Mediterranean.

We do not accept that the 
Aegean and Mediterranean sea 
are stained with blood, tears or 
hostility, the president said on 
Tuesday according to his office. 

We want peace and tranquillity 
with all our hearts, he said.

Erdogan already criti-
cized Greece for its handling 
of refugees last Tuesday at the 
uN General Assembly general 
debate in New York, accusing 
the nation of unlawful and bra-
zen push-backs. Ankara also 
accuses Greece of militarizing 
islands in the eastern Aegean, 
breaking international treaties.

The weapons amassed in 

Western Thrace and on the is-
lands mean nothing to us be-
cause our strength and capa-
bilities far exceed theirs, said 
Erdogan, according to state 
news agency Anadolu. it was 
a clandestine occupation, the 
president said.

Erdogan said on Monday 
that his government would de-
fend his country’s rights and 
interests against Greece by any 
means necessary.

Mediterranean stained with 
blood and tears: Erdogan

NASA craft collides 
head-on with 
asteroid in bid to 
alter trajectory

dpa
Washington

A NAsA sPAcEcrAfT has in-
tentionally slammed into an 
asteroid in an attempt to alter 
its trajectory, marking the first 
defence test of its kind.

The Double Asteroid re-
direction Test (DArT) was the 
first mission to attempt to push 
a dangerous object out of the 
way by means of a direct ex-
periment, according to space 
mission director Thomas Zur-
buchen.

shortly after the colli-
sion at 2314 GMT Monday, 
NAsA tweeted “impact success” 
as the “vending machine-sized 
spacecraft successfully collides 
with asteroid Dimorphos, which 
is the size of a football stadium” 
and poses no threat to Earth.

The space agency live-
streamed the unmanned 
probe’s approach as it grew 
closer and closer to the asteroid.

in images transmitted to 
Earth by the spacecraft’s cam-
era, the asteroid Dimorphos 
first became visible as a bright 
dot about an hour before im-
pact, then grew in size and was 
eventually visible with surface 
detail and shading - until the 
camera was destroyed on im-
pact and the image displayed a 
red glitch.

dpa
london 

PriNcE of Wales William 
has no plans to stage an inves-
titure ceremony to formally 
mark receiving his new title, it 
has emerged.

William’s father was of-
ficially invested with the title 
prince of Wales by the late 
queen Elizabeth ii during an 
event staged at caernarfon 
castle in Wales in July 1969.

During the elaborate cer-
emony the queen placed a 
coronet on charles’ head and 
helped arrange robes around 
his shoulders, and he pledged 
allegiance to his mother with 
the words: “i, charles, prince 
of Wales do become your 
liege man of life and limb.” 
The prince and princess of 
Wales have begun their first 
visit to Wales since receiv-
ing their titles, travelling to 
Anglesey where they made 
their first home as newlyweds 
and where they took Prince 
George and Princess char-
lotte during the Platinum Ju-
bilee weekend.

it is understood William 
has no plans for “any kind” 
of an investiture like the cer-
emony staged for the king, 
and is focused on deepening 
the trust and respect of the 
people of Wales over time.

A royal source said in 
the aftermath of the queen’s 
death: “The new princess of 
Wales appreciates the his-
tory associated with this role 
but will understandably want 
to look to the future as she 
creates her own path.” A few 
days after the queen’s death, 
William spoke via telephone 
with Mark Drakeford, first 
minister of Wales, a conver-
sation where William men-
tioned his “deep affection 
for Wales.” The prince, who 
served as an rAf search and 

rescue helicopter pilot when 
living on Anglesey with wife 
kate, “expressed his and the 
princess of Wales’s honour 
in being asked by the king 
to serve the Welsh people.” 
Large crowds surrounded 
holyhead Marina to greet the 
royal couple.

Among those waiting pa-
tiently for hours was 4-year-
old Theo crompton - wearing 

his school tie and uniform 
- who was rewarded with the 
chance to present a bouquet 
of pink roses to kate and also 
meet William.

his mother, rebecca 
crompton, 35, said: “We were 
actually on the way to school 
when i changed my mind and 
decided to bring him down 
here for a once-in-a-lifetime 
opportunity. “And now he has 
just met the future king. To-
day’s visit is history.

We had to be here.” GP 
hannah sanders, 36, hus-
band, Ed, 35, and their 
12-day-old son Tomos, from 
Menai Bridge, were also in the 
crowd as kate spotted sand-
ers cradling her newborn.

sanders said: “she asked 
me how old he was and how 
he had been sleeping. she 
said she remembered hav-
ing George here on the island 
when he was this sort of age.

Prince William has 
no plans for formal 
investiture ceremony

dpa
MoscoW 

russiAN officials claim that 
initial results from annexation 
referendums staged in ukraine, 
which are illegal under interna-
tional law, show voters in the oc-
cupied regions overwhelmingly 
approving of accession to the 
russian federation.

More than 97% of vot-
ers from ukraine’s Luhansk, 
Donetsk, kherson and Zapor-
izhzhya regions who cast ballots 
at polling stations within russia 
voted in favour of joining the 
russian federation, state media 
in russia reported on Tuesday.

Polling stations had been or-
ganized for displaced migrants 
from the four regions who were 
living in russia.

A short time later high ap-
proval ratings were also report-
ed in Moscow from poll sites in 
the russian-occupied territories 
themselves: According to initial 
data, more than 87% of voters in 
kherson were in favour of join-
ing russia, and more than 92% 
in Zaporizhzhya.

kiev and countries around 
the world repeatedly denounced 
the five-day vote in areas under 
martial law as a “sham” and “ille-
gitimate,” saying residents were 
coerced into voting out of fear for 
their safety and that the results 
were a foregone conclusion.

ukrainian President Volody-
myr Zelensky is set to address a 
special session of the uN secu-
rity council later on Tuesday, 

sources told dpa in New York.
The discredited polls raise 

the stakes in the seven-month 
war, with the West accusing 
russia of looking to use the an-
nexations as a justification for 
escalating its invasion.

As a next step, the Moscow-
appointed occupation adminis-
trations are expected to formally 
apply to President Vladimir Pu-
tin to be incorporated into rus-
sian territory. The kremlin had 
indicated that this could happen 
quickly.

Putin had stressed before the 
start of the referendums that the 
territories would thereafter be 
completely under the protection 
of russia, including its nuclear 
arsenal.

The chairwoman of rus-
sia’s federation council, Valen-

tina Matviyenko, said the up-
per house of parliament could 
decide next Tuesday whether to 
allow the occupied ukrainian 
territories to join russia.

Other media reports specu-
lated that Putin could formally 
announce the annexation of the 
four territories in eastern and 
southern ukraine as early as this 
friday in a speech to both cham-
bers of parliament.

Meanwhile, according to 
a newspaper report, Moscow 
plans the formation of a new 
federal “crimean district,” the 
russian newspaper Vedomosti 
reported, citing sources in the 
federation council.

This district would include 
the Black sea peninsula of 
crimea, which was annexed in 
2014, as well as the occupied 

parts of kherson, Zaporizhzhya, 
Donetsk and Luhansk regions.

According to the report, the 
new head of administration is to 
be hardline nationalist Dmitry 
rogozin, who was replaced as 
head of the space agency ros-
cosmos in July.

kremlin spokesman Dmitry 
Peskov said in response to ques-
tions from journalists that if 
decisions were made to create a 
new federal district, the kremlin 
would inform them.

“We never announce such 
presidential decrees or per-
sonnel decisions,” the interfax 
agency quoted him as saying. 
however, he said, the legal sys-
tem and the executive branch 
are ready to admit new subjects 
to the federation after the votes 
in the territories.

Russia claims occupied 
areas of Ukraine have 
voted to be annexed
Kiev and countries 
around the world 
repeatedly denounced 
the five-day poll

News 
in brief

German customs seize 182 kgs of crystal 
meth at Hamburg port
haMBurg german customs officers at the port of hamburg 
seized a record 182 kilograms of crystal meth, said to be the 
single biggest haul ever confiscated in the country.

“such a large quantity of crystal meth, which we have removed 
from the illegal market, is another significant blow against inter-
nationally operating drug gangs,” said the head of hamburg’s 
customs investigation office, rené Matschke, on tuesday.

authorities had seized the container from Mexico in May of 
this year, however they waited to publicize the discovery of the 
amphetamines in order not to jeopardize the investigation. (dpa)

Russian school shooting death toll rises to 17
MoscoW the death toll has risen to 17 following the deadly 
shooting at a school in capital of the russian udmurt republic, 
izhevsk, the republic’s authorities said on tuesday.

according to the report, two more people succumbed to their 
injuries after a 34-year-old ex-pupil attacked the facility on Mon-
day, shooting at students, teachers and guards. the man then 
killed himself, according to authorities.  russian health Minister 
Mikhail Murashko said on tuesday that three of the injured were 
still in life-threatening condition. Fifteen injured, including 13 
children, were to be flown to the russian capital for treatment, 
he said. in total, there had been more than 20 wounded in the 
attack. (dpa)

EU countries back lower pesticide limits 
to protect bees
Brussels eu member states endorsed lower residue limits in 
food and animal feed for two pesticides known to have adverse 
effects on bees, the european commission said on tuesday.

“given their negative impact on pollinators worldwide, includ-
ing bees, the use of these two neonicotinoids has already been 
stopped in the eu,” eu health commissioner stella Kyriakides 
said in a statement. “today we are taking a further step, contrib-
uting to the transition towards sustainable food systems, also on 
the global stage,” she said. (dpa)

Reservists drafted during the partial mobilisation attend a departure ceremony in Sevastopol, Crimea, on 
Tuesday. (aFP)

Prince William and his wife 
Catherine. (aFP)
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QNB, the largest financial insti-
tution in the Middle East and 
Africa, on Tuesday announced 
that Internet sensation Khabane 
‘Khaby’ Lame will be the bank’s 
official brand ambassador for 
FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022. 

The partnership will build 
on QNB Group’s role as the of-
ficial Middle East and Africa 
supporter and official Qatari 
Bank of the tournament.

As part of the partnership, 
Lame, who is the world’s most 
followed person on TikTok 
with 150 million followers, will 
launch his first-ever television 
commercial with QNB Group, 
exploring the theme of ‘dream-
ing big’ –underpinning the 
ethos of QNB Group’s role in this 
year’s FIFA World Cup tourna-
ment. The TVC was screened for 
the first time at an official sign-
ing ceremony that took place on 
September 27, 2022.

QNB Group Communica-
tions General Manager Heba 
Ali Al Tamimi said, “Choosing 
Khaby Lame as QNB’s ambassa-
dor during the tournament, re-
flects the boundless ambition of 
Qatar by hosting the FIFA World 
Cup Qatar 2022. By following 
his dreams, Lame, much like Qa-

tar, has achieved his goals. We 
are celebrating together a world 
where everything is possible. As 
Qatar prepares to welcome mil-
lions of football fans this winter, 
we can certainly be proud of 
what we have achieved, both as 
a bank and as a country.”

Khaby Lame said, “I am 
happy to be QNB’s ambassa-
dor during the FIFA World Cup 
Qatar 2022. I believe that I am 
very similar to QNB, I set my 
dreams and achieve the impos-
sible. I look forward to explor-

ing the tournament through 
QNB’s lens and making unfor-
gettable memories.”

QNB Group, currently 
ranked as the most valuable 
bank brand in the Middle East 
and Africa, is the Official Mid-
dle East and Africa Supporter 
of the FIFA World Cup Qatar 
2022. As part of its role, QNB 
will be granted various assets 
and rights across the region, as 
well as branding exposure in 
the Host Cities. The group has 
an extensive network of ATMs 

and locations and will be the 
sole provider of on-site ATMs 
at all eight FIFA World Cup 
Qatar 2022 stadiums.

Through its subsidiaries 
and associate companies, the 
Group extends to more than 30 
countries across three conti-
nents providing a comprehen-
sive range of advanced prod-
ucts and services. The total 
number of employees is 27,000 
operating through 1,000 loca-
tions, with an ATM network of 
more than 4,700 machines.

Khabane ‘Khaby’ Lame, the world’s most followed person on TikTok, will be the Group’s of-
ficial brand ambassador throughout the tournament.   QNB spokesperson: Lame selected as a
perfect representative of QNB Group’s values and Qatar’s can-do spirit. His ambitions have been
achieved through a combination of hard work, determination, and imagination, much like Qatar

Khaby Lame named QNB’s brand 
ambassador for FIFA World Cup

Internet sensation Khabane ‘Khaby’ Lame, the world’s most followed person on TikTok, at the official sign-
ing ceremony with QNB Group Executive General Manager & Group Chief Operating Officer Ali Rashid Al                       
Mohannadi and QNB Group General Manager Group Communications Heba Ali Al Tamimi.

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK 
DOHA 

AS part of Qatar Investment 
Authority’s (QIA) commitment 
to support and develop Qatar’s 
local economy, QIA has set 
up a market-making initiative 
to boost liquidity at the Qatar 
Stock Exchange (QSE) via mar-
ket makers.

As part of the initiative, QSE 
licensed market makers will be 
able to access some of QIA’s 
stock inventory and incentives 
programmes to facilitate mar-
kets in QSE-listed stocks.

QIA CEO Mansoor bin Ebra-
him Al Mahmoud said, “Qatar is 
uniquely positioned to further 
open its capital markets to for-
eign issuers. QIA’s commitment 
to deepening its capital market 
is an important step to attract-
ing foreign asset managers to 
invest in Qatar and stimulat-
ing retail participation that will 
help diversify and broaden the 
market. This QIA-sponsored 
market-making initiative is the 
first step towards this goal and 
helps to further develop the Qa-
tari financial markets.”

QSE, as part of its wider re-
form strategy, has been work-
ing on various initiatives to 
enhance liquidity in its market 
and is working closely with Qa-
tar Financial Markets Authority 
(QFMA) and Qatar Central Se-
curities Depository (QCSD) on 
this important programme.

QSE is also engaged with 

various stakeholders to further 
increase the free float in the 
market. Recent announcements 
by major companies for the 
removal of foreign ownership 
limits are part of an overarching 
plan to enhance access for for-
eign investors. Supporting the 
development of the asset man-
agement industry is also part of 
QSE’s strategy. 

“We welcome QIA’s initia-
tive to enhance liquidity in the 
market. Higher liquidity will 
further attract investors into the 
market while improving price 
discovery and boosting investor 
confidence,” QSE Acting CEO 
Abdul Aziz Al Emadi said.

This year QSE has seen the 
largest foreign investment flows 
in its history given our renewed 
focus on liquidity. The launch 
of market making initiative will 
support the continuation of this 
momentum. The QSE is also 
working to attract more listings, 
and introduce more ETFs and 
derivatives to help investors di-
versify their portfolios and better 
manage their investment risks.

QIA launches market 
making initiative to 
boost liquidity at QSE

QSE stocks 
● QSE licensed market
makers will now be able to
access some of QIA’s stock
inventory and incentives
programmes to facilitate
trading in QSE-listed stocks
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Qatar Chamber recently par-
ticipated in the third edition of 
the Gulf-Jordanian Communi-
cation Forum, which kicked off 
on tuesday in amman.

the forum is being organ-
ised by the Federation of Gulf 
Cooperation Council Cham-
bers (FGCCC), in cooperation 
with the Secretariat General of 
GCC and the Jordan Chamber 
of Commerce (JCC).

the Qatar Chamber’s dele-
gation was led by its Chairman 
Sheikh Khalifa bin Jassim 
al thani and includes board 
members abdel-rahman ab-
del-Jalil abdel-Ghani and Dr 
Mohamed Jawhar al Moham-
ed, as well as General Manager 
Saleh bin Hamad al Sharqi 
alongside with a number of 
prominent businessmen.

ambassador of Qatar to 
Jordan HE Sheikh Saud bin 
Nasser bin Jassim al thani 
was also present at the inau-
guration ceremony.

On the sidelines of the fo-
rum, Prime Minister of Jordan 
Dr Bisher Hani al Khasawneh 
met in his office with heads of 
delegations participating in 
the event, including QC Chair-
man Sheikh Khalifa bin Jas-
sim al thani.

In a statement, Sheikh 
Khalifa praised the close rela-
tions between GCC states and 
Jordan in all fields, especially 
in the economic and commer-

cial aspects, noting that the 
Gulf private sector enjoy dis-
tinguished relations with its 
Jordanian counterpart.

He expressed his hope the 
forum would contribute to 
boosting economic and com-
mercial ties between both 
parties and transferring the 
strong brotherly relations be-
tween the Gulf and Jordanian 
private sectors to broader ho-
rizons, in a way that creates 
common benefits to citizens, 
the economy and govern-
ments, and reflects a distinct 
model for arab-arab econom-
ic relations.

Sheikh Khalifa also 
stressed the historic deep-

rooted relations between Qa-
tar and Jordan at all levels, 
especially in the economic and 
commercial fields, pointing to 
their common concern to de-
velop such relations to higher 
levels, as well as strengthen 
cooperation between the Qa-
tari and Jordanian private sec-
tors, in a way that benefits the 
two countries’ economies, mu-
tual investment projects, and 
trade volume.

as for the two countries’ 
bilateral trade, HE said that 
last year it amounted to 
Qr624mn, indicating that 
Chambers of Commerce in 
both countries have a major 
role in developing cooperation 

relations between the private 
sector through activating the 
joint business council, intensi-
fying mutual visits and holding 
meetings that address ways to 
enhance cooperation, increase 
trade exchange and advance 
joint economic relations.

QC Chairman emphasized 
that Qatari businessmen are 
interested to expand their in-
vestments in Jordan in various 
sectors like healthcare, tour-
ism, banking, education, real 
estate, equities, and alterna-
tive energy, noting that there 
are hundreds of Jordanian 
companies operating in Qa-
tar in partnership with Qatari 
companies in many sectors 
such as trading, contracting, 
construction, interior design, 
maintenance, real estate, edu-
cation, services, and others.

HE invited Qatari and Jor-
danian businessmen to forge 
partnerships and alliances, 
whether in Qatar or Jordan, 
stressing that both counties 
enjoy an attractive investment 
climate and offer a host of af-
fordable opportunities.

On behalf of Prime Min-
ister Khasawneh, Minister 
of Industry, trade, and Sup-
ply Yousef Shamali inaugu-
rated the forum which aims 
at reviewing investment op-
portunities in economic and 
commercial sectors; and ad-
dressing top challenges facing 
the commercial GCC-Jordani-
an cooperation and means to 
overcome them.

Prime Minister of Jordan Dr Bisher Hani Al Khasawneh met with heads of delegations participating in the Gulf-Jordanian Communication Forum, 
including Qatar Chamber Chairman Sheikh Khalifa bin Jassim Al Thani.

QC chairman says Qatari businessmen interested in expanding their investments in Jordan

Qatar-Jordan trade crossed 
QR624 million last year: QC

Fitch affirms QIIB’s 
long-term IDR at A-; 
outlook stable
Tribune news neTwork

Doha

QIIB announced that Fitch 
ratings has affirmed the 
bank’s long-term Issuer De-
fault rating (IDr) at “a-” 
with a stable outlook, based 
on a number of positive indi-
cators that the bank’s finan-
cial position enjoy.

In its report, which was 
published by Fitch ratings 
on its affirmation of QIIB 
rating, the agency noted, 
“the bank’s Long-term Is-
suer rating at “a-” with a 
stable outlook has been af-
firmed based on a number of 
reasons related to the bank 
and its indicators, or the 
environment in which it op-
erates, foremost of which is 
the strong possibility of po-
tential government support, 
if needed.”

Since the Qatari authori-
ties have a strong propensity 
to support domestic banks, 
irrespective of their size or 
ownership, they also have 
a strong ability to do so, as 
indicated in the sovereign 
rating (aa-/Stable), as well 
as substantial net foreign 
assets and revenue, which 
enable it to provide various 
forms of support, if neces-
sary.

Fitch indicated that QIIB 
is also benefiting from an 
enhanced operating envi-
ronment represented in the 
rise in hydrocarbon prices. 
the FIFa World Cup Qatar 
2022 raises the demand for 
business in the private sec-
tor, in addition to the im-
proving business sentiment 
that underpins this trend.

Fitch noted: “QIIB is 
characterised by the qual-
ity of assets, sufficient core 
capital, and stable financing 
and liquidity. the strong Is-
lamic deposit privilege also 
supports the bank’s funding 
profile, which largely con-
sists of local retail deposits 
with a very low reliance on 
external funding which also 
lower than peers. the bank 
accounts for about 12% 
market share of the Islamic 
bank’s assets. Liquidity is 
supported by a large stock of 
liquid assets.”

Fitch explained that 
“QIIB’s profitability met-
rics are stronger than its 
direct peers’ owing to its 
high margins and good cost 
management, and the bank 
has a very strong financing 
reserve at 130%coverage of 
stage “3” financing”

the Fitch report high-
lighted the high degree ob-
tained by QIIB in the field 
of environmental, social and 
institutional governance 
structure. “the ESG credit 
relevance is a score of ‘3’, 

which indicates the ESG is-
sues are credit-neutral or 
have only a minimal credit 
impact on the entity, either 
due to their nature or the 
way in which are being man-
aged by QIIB.”

Commenting on Fitch 
ratings’ affirmation of QIIB 
rating, Chief Executive Of-
ficer, Dr abdulbasit ahmed 
al Shaibei said, “this distin-
guished rating confirms the 
fact that QIIB continues to 
make progress in its perfor-
mance and results. In fact, 
our high credit ratings are 
a reflection of the strength 
of the local banking sector, 
which is considered one of 
the strongest banking sec-
tors – both at the regional 
and international levels.

“the points mentioned 
in the Fitch report on QIIB’s 
rating have much strength 
on which we rely. We are 
working to consolidate them 
through our interim and 
strategic plans in a way that 
enhances returns for our 
shareholders and meets the 
aspirations of customers of 
all segments.”

“the most important 
points that we have focused 
on recently in our strategy is 
improving operational effi-
ciency by enhancing the role 
of technology and relying on 
digital services within the 
framework of a comprehen-
sive transformation that we 
have succeeded in imple-
menting in record time. We 
continue to work to enhance 
success in this aspect and 
other aspects in line with the 
best international standards 
adopted in the banking sec-
tor.”

 Dr Shaibei expressed his 
confidence that “QIIB will 
continue its upward march 
with respect to various in-
dicators, taking advantage 
of all positive factors in 
the markets, and following 
strict standards in the field 
of market risk assessment 
while encouraging pioneer-
ing initiatives in the field 
of innovation and develop-
ment in order to maintain 
QIIB’s leadership”

Tribune news neTwork
Doha

Qatar exported goods worth 
Qr46.8 billion and imported 
merchandise worth Qr10.6 
billion in august 2022, leading 
to a trade surplus of Qr36.2 
billion, according to the Plan-
ning and Statistics authority. 
this is nearly Qr1.5 billion 
more from the surplus record-
ed a month ago and Qr17.1 bil-
lion from a year ago.

While Qatar’s exports (in-
cluding exports of goods of do-
mestic origin and re-exports) 
in august this year jumped 

71.6 percent from august last 
year and 5.5 percent from July 
this year, imports rose 30.5 
percent year-on-year and 10.2 
percent month-on-month.

the year-on-year increase 
in exports was mainly driven 
by increased shipping of pe-
troleum gases and other gase-
ous hydrocarbons (LNG, con-
densates, propane, butane, 
etc), their shipments account-
ing for Qr33.5 billion in au-
gust 2022. Similarly, exports 
of petroleum oils and oils 
from bituminous minerals 
(crude) grew 29.5 percent to 
bring in nearly Qr5.2 billion. 

those of petroleum oils and 
oils from bituminous miner-
als (not crude) surged 15.4 
percent, raking in Qr2.9 bil-
lion.

In august 2022, China re-
ceived the single biggest share 
of Qatar’s exports, accounting 
for Qr5.4 billion or 11.5 per-
cent of the total exports. Ja-
pan accounted for Qr5.2 bil-
lion or 11 percent and United 
Kingdom Qr5 billion or 10.8 
percent.

China is again the leader 
when it comes to imports to 
Qatar. the country shipped in 
Qr1.8 billion worth of prod-

ucts, accounting for 17.4 per-
cent of the total imports. the 
US imported Qr1.5 billion 
worth of goods (14.4 percent), 
while Italy shipped in goods 
worth Qr700 million (6.8 
percent).

Qatar’s biggest imports in 
august 2022 were turbojets, 
turbo-propellers, gas tur-
bines and their parts, which 
accounted for Qr600 million 
— 64.1 percent more from a 
year ago. they are followed 
by vehicles worth Qr500 mil-
lion and electrical apparatus 
for line telephony worth with 
Qr300 million.

Qatar’s trade surplus increases to more than QR36 bn in August

Qatar’s trade surplus in August 2022 is QR1.5 billion more than that 
registered in July as exports far outstrip imports.

The Qatar Chamber’s delegation was led by its Chairman Sheikh Khalifa 
bin Jassim Al Thani and includes board members Abdel-Rahman Abdel-
Jalil Abdel-Ghani and Dr Mohamed Jawhar Al Mohamed, as well as 
General Manager Saleh bin Hamad Al Sharqi alongside with a number 
of prominent businessmen.

QIIB Chief Executive Officer, Dr 
Abdulbasit Ahmed Al Shaibei
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The British pound stabilized 
Tuesday as U.K. authorities 
tried to ease investor con-
cerns after the biggest tax cuts 
in 50 years sent the currency 
tumbling to a record low and 
prompted some businesses to 
predict a devastating combina-
tion of a weak currency and ris-
ing interest rates.

The turmoil is already hav-
ing real-world effects, with 
British mortgage lenders pull-
ing hundreds of offers from the 
market amid expectations the 
Bank of england will sharply 
boost interest rates to offset 
the inflationary impact of the 
pound’s recent slide.

The chief economist at the 
Bank of england acknowledged 
that policymakers “cannot be 
indifferent″ to the repricing of 
financial assets seen in the last 
few days.

huw Pill said “it is hard 
not to draw the conclusion that 
all this will require significant 
monetary policy response” as 
the bank seeks to bring infla-
tion that has hit 9.9% — the 
highest among major econo-
mies — to within its 2% target.

“We must be confident in 
the stability of the U.K.’s eco-
nomic framework,” he said at 
the Barclays-CePR Interna-
tional Monetary Policy Forum.

The pound traded at around 
$1.07 on Tuesday afternoon af-
ter plunging as low as $1.0373 
early Monday. The British cur-
rency is still down 4% since Fri-
day, when Treasury chief Kwasi 
Kwarteng announced plans for 
45 billion pounds ($49 bil-
lion) of unfunded tax cuts. The 
pound has fallen 20% against 
the dollar this year.

Kwarteng’s announcement, 
which comes at the same time 
the government plans to bor-
row billions to help shield 
homes and businesses from 
soaring energy prices, sparked 
concerns that the new govern-
ment’s policies would swell 
government debt and further 
fuel inflation.

Late Monday, the central 
bank said it was “closely moni-
toring” financial markets and 
was prepared to boost inter-
est rates “as much as needed” 
to curb consumer prices. The 

bank’s Monetary Policy Com-
mittee isn’t scheduled to meet 
until Nov. 3.

“There is no rate increase 
today and speculators will en-
joy the prospect of two months 
of Bank of england inactivity if 
the statement is taken at face 
value,” said Alastair George, 
chief investment strategist at 
edison Group.

The U.K. Treasury also 
sought to reassure investors, 
saying it would set out a more 
detailed fiscal plan and inde-
pendent analysis from the Of-

fice for Budget Responsibility 
on Nov. 23.

“I’m confident that with our 
growth plan and the upcom-
ing medium-term fiscal plan 
— with close cooperation with 
the bank — our approach will 
work,” Kwarteng said in talks 
with investors Tuesday follow-
ing the “mini-budget″ he de-
tailed last week.

That did little to quiet 
criticism of the government’s 
policies. Businesses sought, 
meanwhile, to assess how they 
would deal with the sudden 

change.
Shai Weiss, chief executive 

of Virgin Atlantic, urged new 
Prime Minister Liz Truss to 
make the “difficult decision” of 
trying to boost the currency’s 
value. Some economists warn 
that the pound could reach 
parity with the dollar later this 
year for the first time.

“Sometimes all of us in 
this room should be humble 
enough to say, ‘If I did some-
thing that is not working, may-
be I should reverse course,’” 
Weiss said at a news confer-

ence in London.
Weiss added that the 

weakened pound is “hurting 
the economy, and it’s hurting 
consumers because it’s actu-
ally fulfilling or fueling the in-
flation vicious cycle that we’re 
in.” Wine traders are among 
many British businesses hit by 
the tumbling pound. A fifth of 
all bulk wine imported to the 
U.K. comes from the United 
States, according to the Wine 
and Spirit Trade Association. 
The dollar also has strength-
ened against many currencies 

as investors seek stability.
“The sterling crash is set to 

raise prices for consumers and 
threaten hundreds of British 
jobs in bottling plants across 
the UK,” said Milles Beale, the 
group’s chief executive.

Kwarteng and Truss, who 
replaced Boris Johnson as 
prime minister on Sept. 6, are 
betting that lower taxes and 
reduced bureaucracy eventu-
ally will generate enough ad-
ditional revenue to pay for the 
tax cuts announced Friday. But 
many economists say it is un-
likely the gamble will pay off.

Torsten Bell, who heads 
the Resolution Foundation, 
a think tank focused on im-
proving living standards, said 
the markets were looking at 
the government’s plans “and 
saying that is not what seri-
ous policymaking looks like.” 
Market reaction to Friday’s 
announcement will hurt con-
sumers by fueling inflation 
in the short term, leading to 
higher mortgage payments in 
the medium term, and boost-
ing government borrowing in 
the long term, the foundation 
said Monday.

“The world we are head-
ing for is a bumpy few weeks,” 
Bell told Sky News. Kwarteng 
“is now going to have quite a 
tough time because he has now 
set out plans to balance the 
books in November. That is go-
ing to be very hard.”

Pound stabilizes, but turmoil still roils UK economy

A woman walks past a sign that shows the exchange rate at a bureau de change in London, Tuesday, Sept. 27, 2022.

Ooredoo expects 2 percent 
revenue rise by end of 2022

QnA
Doha

The Ooredoo Group expected 
its revenue for 2022 to close at 
the upper end of their annual 
guidance, namely an increase 
of up to 2 percent, while Capex 
is projected to remain in the 
lower half of the initial forecast 
of less than QR 3 billion.

This was announced in a 
statement by the Group Chief 
Financial Officer Abdulla Al 
Zaman, during its annual Cap-
ital Markets Day held Monday.

Ooredoo presented dur-
ing the event, a strategic up-
date built around the theme 
“Upgrade your world Upgrade 
your portfolio”. The discussion 
focused on the Group’s strate-
gy, its financial statements, its 
markets standing and the ad-
vantages it provides to inves-
tors through its strategic pil-
lars based on: a value focused 
portfolio, strengthening and 
evolving the core business to-
wards Smart Telco, and lead-
ing in customer experience 
and people strategy.

In this context, Managing 

Director and CeO at Ooredoo 
Group Aziz Aluthman Fakhroo 
said that he appreciate the 
keen interest from the share-
holders with the Capital Mar-
kets Day event, adding that it 
will be an opportunity to share 
our strategic goals and obtain 
stakeholder feedback.

he further added that such 
necessary information will 
be provided to the financial 

community, to enable them 
to make the right decision to 
upgrade their portfolios with 
more Ooredoo shares.” Up-
grade Your World is the new 
brand positioning announced 
in August 2022, which forms 
part of the Companys ongo-
ing strategic business trans-
formation, reflecting an agile, 
future-proof, employee- and 
customer-centric focus.

QIB receives four prestigious 
rankings from Euromoney
Tribune news neTwork

Doha

QATAR Islamic Bank (QIB) 
has been recognized across 
four categories in euromoney 
Market Leaders rankings, re-
affirming its leading position 
in the financial sector in the 
country. euromoney ranked 
QIB as a leader in Digital So-
lutions, Corporate Banking 
and Islamic Finance and was 
highly regarded in Corporate 
Social Responsibility (CSR) as 
per the 2022 Market Leaders 
rankings.  

euromoney Market Lead-
ers is an independent global 
assessment of the leading 
financial service providers 
across key categories in each 
market. The rankings take 
multiple sources of data in-
cluding qualitative and quan-
titative, both internally from 
banks as well as external cli-
ent data to build a robust and 
objective picture of industry 
leaders. 

The Digital Solutions 
ranking is a testament to 
QIB’s successful digital trans-
formation strategy and rec-
ognition of its continuous 
efforts in delivering innova-
tive digital products to meet 
the changing needs of today’s 
tech-savvy customers with the 
increase reliance on digital 
channels for their daily bank-
ing needs. When it comes to 
Corporate Banking, QIB con-
tinues to be at the forefront, 
offering pioneering banking 
solutions to its corporate and 
SMe customers and upgrad-
ing its digital platforms to 
cater to their financial needs. 
The bank has significantly 
enriched its online corporate 
offering and the QIB Corpo-
rate App, while continuously 
increasing the number of its 
clients using its state-of-the-

art Payment Solutions and 
Payroll system.

Furthermore, QIB con-
tinued to be the largest Is-
lamic bank in Qatar and has 
achieved the best cost to in-
come efficiency ratio in Qa-
tar and the MeNA region for 
2021. The Corporate Social 
Responsibility (CSR) rank-
ing is yet another testament 
to QIB’s efforts in providing 
continuous support to the 
community, contributing to-
ward human support, health, 
education, and sports, within 
the framework of QIB’s social 
responsibility programmes. 
Additionally, QIB continues 
to reiterate its sustainability 
commitments, grounded in 
the belief that technology can 
help solve some of the most 
pressing challenges faced by 
the banking sector. For this 
reason, QIB continues to 
further integrate sustainabil-
ity and environmental, social, 
and governance-related con-
siderations at the core of its 
operations.

On this occasion, Bassel 

Gamal, QIB Group CeO said: 
“We are pleased to be recog-
nized by euromoney, for our 
longstanding record of deliv-
ering best-in-class products 
and services to our custom-
ers. The new rankings will 
drive us to continue increas-
ing our capabilities across all 
the products and services to 
deliver the most reliable expe-
rience to our customers. This 
achievement is a result of the 
bank’s strategic vision and the 
support of the Board of Direc-
tors, our team, as well as the 
focused implementation of 
our business strategy.” 

euromoney has been 
evaluating the world’s leading 
financial institutions through 
performance data, surveys, 
and industry awards for 30 
years. Its annual awards pro-
gramme, which was estab-
lished in 1992, attracts over 
2,000 submissions from 
more than 500 of the world’s 
leading banks in 113 countries 
and recognises excellence 
across global, regional, and 
individual country categories.

2nd Arab conference for Islamic banks kicks off
QnA
Doha

The work of the Second Arab 
Conference for Islamic Banks 
kicked off under the title “Fin-
tech and its Role in Developing 
Islamic Banking Industries”. 

The conference was organ-
ised by the Arab Administra-
tive Development Organization 
(ARADO) of the Arab League, 
with the participation of Arab 
and international experts 
and specialists in the fields of  
banking and finance and  
business.

The conference aims to 
present the latest concepts of 

digital technology, its roles and 
impacts on the Islamic bank-
ing sector in the Arab region, in 
addition to highlighting the op-
portunities and Islamic bank-
ing challenges in light of the 
evolution of fintech.

The conference addresses 
multiple themes, most im-
portant of which are the con-
cepts of fintech and financial 
Inclusion and their relations 
to Islamic banking, concepts 
of encrypted contracts, digital 
money, digital banks and their 
services, and electronic pay-
ment.

It reviews the growth in the 
field of financial technology 
and its impact on sustainable 
development, opportunities 
and challenges of fintech in the 
Arab world, as well as the de-
velopment of digital infrastruc-
ture, qualification, and cyber-
security.

Turmoil impact 
The turmoil is already having 
real-world effects, with British 
mortgage lenders pulling 
hundreds of offers from the 
market amid expectations the 
Bank of England will sharply 
boost interest rates to offset 
the inflationary impact of the 
pound’s recent slide. The chief 
economist at the Bank of 
England acknowledged that 
policymakers “cannot be 
indifferent to the repricing of 
financial assets seen in the 
last few days.
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Abenomics lives on after ex-PM’s 
death, but economy still fragile
Even after his stepping down as longest-serving PM in 2020, Abe remained an advocate of expansionary fiscal policy and continuation of monetary easing

Nearly a decade af-
ter the launch of 
Abenomics, Ja-
pan cannot still do 
without massive 

monetary and fiscal stimulus -- 
the two features of the economy 
booster program pushed by 
the late former Prime Minister 
Shinzo Abe.

A weaker yen, a byproduct 
of the Bank of Japan’s mon-
etary easing and welcomed as 
beneficial for the export-reliant 
economy, has reached a point 
where the current leader Fu-
mio Kishida had to say its rapid 
weakening pace is one of the 
“crises” facing the country.

Even after his stepping 
down as the longest-serving 
prime minister in 2020, Abe 
remained an advocate of ex-
pansionary fiscal policy and the 
continuation of powerful mon-
etary easing.

Japan marked its second-
longest postwar economic ex-
pansion of 71 months while Abe 
was in office and the country 
was in a state of full employ-
ment as more women and el-
derly people joined the work-
force.

But the goal of expanding 
the size of its economy to 600 
trillion yen in nominal terms is 
still far off, and so is the BOJ’s 
inflation target. Wage increases 
continue to be minimal, partly 
because productivity is low, and 
the potential economic growth 
rate has dipped below 1 percent.

Though the COVID-19 pan-
demic since 2020 has been an 
unexpected, severe blow to Ja-
pan and the rest of the world, 
its heavy reliance on monetary 
easing and fiscal spending 
paints a picture of an economy 
still struggling to find a path to 
longer-term growth -- some-
thing that Abe’s signature pro-
gram failed to deliver despite 
his claim that “Japan is back.” 
Economists say Kishida is right 
in putting his focus on invest-
ing in people, digital trans-
formation and green growth, 
after Abenomics generated a 
feel-good effect and lifted share 
prices on hopes for economic 
revival but largely ended up 
providing just short-term fixes.

“Japan has not been able to 
end its vicious cycle in which 
the potential economic growth 
rate is low, companies have 
low expectations for the future 
and thus wages don’t rise,” 
said Yuichi Kodama, chief 
economist at the Meiji Yasuda 

Research Institute. “Whether 
Mr Kishida can distinguish his 
‘Kishidanomics’ from Abenom-
ics remains an open question.” 
“The positive aspects of the Abe 
era were a surge in inbound 
tourists and his push for free 
trade as seen in Japan’s partici-
pation in TPP (the Trans-Pacific 
Partnership). But deregulation 
did not progress as much as (fi-
nancial markets) had hoped,” 
Kodama said.

Kishida’s drive to create 
a new form of capitalism by 
achieving both growth and 
distribution is seen as an out-
growth of his predecessor’s fa-
mous policy mix. He backs the 
BOJ’s monetary easing and is 
now planning to draw up a new 
economic package, whose size 
some senior ruling party law-
makers say should be at least 
30 trillion yen amid the coro-
navirus pandemic and Russia’s 
war on Ukraine.

Japan’s economic recovery 
from the pandemic fallout has 
been relatively slow. The size 
of the economy, which grew as 
large as 560 trillion yen during 

Abe’s time, stood at 547 trillion 
yen in nominal terms in the 
April-June quarter.

“Monetary policy will ei-
ther have to change course, or 
it will cause lasting damage, 
first to the value of the yen and 
then to economy. As it turns 
out right now, there is no free 
lunch for monetary policy, too,” 
said Martin Schulz, chief policy 
economist at Fujitsu Ltd.

After gobbling up Japanese 
government bonds as part of its 
monetary easing, the BOJ owns 
roughly half of the total amount 
outstanding, helping limit the 
rise in debt-servicing costs for 
the government. Abe once drew 
fire for calling the BOJ “a sub-
sidiary of the government” in 
reference to its role allowing 
Japan to roll over its debt.

The BOJ has to gradually 
“normalize” its policy by “sup-
porting the government with 
policies that focus on the long-
term potential of the economy 
and stimulating investment 
in growth sectors, rather than 
supporting indiscriminate defi-
cit spending,” Schulz said.

BOJ Governor Haruhiko 
Kuroda, who has stayed at 
the helm since Abe’s time, has 
ruled out the possibility of rais-
ing interest rates in the next few 
years, defying market pressure 
to tweak policy in a global tight-
ening wave.

Protracted zero interest 
rates and a weak yen -- now at 
its lowest level in 24 years ver-
sus the dollar -- have led to a 
rise in the number of compa-
nies with low productivity that 
cannot survive without them, 
putting a damper on wage 
growth.

“Even after full employment 
was achieved (in the 2010s), Ja-
pan’s ultraeasy monetary policy 
continued and the country re-
peatedly added fiscal stimulus, 
which greatly distorted the al-
location of resources (in the 
economy),” said Ryutaro Kono, 
chief Japan economist at BNP 
Paribas Securities (Japan) Ltd.

Despite low borrowing costs 
and robust earnings, the speed 
at which Japanese companies 
are stepping up investment in 
digitalization and other key ar-

eas for growth beyond the pan-
demic era is still slow.

Japanese companies’ inter-
nal reserves, which can be used 
to increase investment and 
wages for workers, topped 500 
trillion for the first time in the 
fiscal year that ended in March.

“The big issue is that Jap-
anese companies may have 
increased their mergers and 
acquisitions overseas but their 
investment in Japan has not 
increased much, let alone in 
workers. They receive divi-
dends from their overseas in-
vestment and reinvest them 
overseas,” said Takuya Ho-
shino, a senior economist at 
the Daiichi-Life Research In-
stitute.

“Investing in digitalization 
and green technology is impor-
tant but another key area that 
Japan can lead the world is 
how to cope with the rapid ag-
ing of society,” Hoshino said. 
“Labor-saving technology like 
automation is part of that, and 
if Japan succeeds in this area, 
it can be exported overseas.” 
For ordinary Japanese, higher 

wages are seen as a requisite 
to feel the benefits of growth 
-- and to have confidence in 
Kishida’s new capitalism push.

Hoshino and other econo-
mists say tepid wage growth 
is partly because employment 
mobility in Japan is low, add-
ing that companies need to 
compete more with rivals to 
secure qualified workers by of-
fering higher wages or better 
benefits.

Kishida is also keenly 
aware of the need for reform. 
“We know that a source of a 
great deal of added value will 
be intangible, not tangible, as-
sets. And in particular, it will 
be human capital,” he said last 
week at the New York Stock 
Exchange, where Abe also de-
livered his speech years ago.

“There is nothing more 
thrilling in baseball than a 
comeback win. I am here today 
to tell you that, with the help 
of the Japanese people, we 
will revive and revitalize the 
Japanese economy,” the prime 
minister said. “You can invest 
in Japan with confidence.”

People wearing protective masks ride bicycle in front of an electronic stock board showing Japan’s Nikkei 225 index at a securities firm Wednesday, Sept. 21, 2022, in Tokyo. Asian 
shares mostly declined Wednesday as investors looked ahead to a widely expected interest rate hike by the U.S. Federal Reserve in its bid to squash the highest inflation in decades.

Europe’s cars get a second life in Africa, but at a cost
Agencies

HIS Toyota Matrix has driven 
the equivalent of four times 
around the world and it would 
never pass an inspection in Eu-
rope.

But for its delighted new 
owner, Adam Adebiyi, the ag-
ing hatchback with more than 
170,000 kilometers on the 
clock may just as well have 
rolled off the factory floor.

Like millions of other Af-
ricans, the Beninese computer 
scientist has turned to the 
second-hand market to buy a 
quality car that would normal-
ly be well beyond his budget.

Africa is the world’s biggest 
destination for used vehicles.

More than a quarter of 
second-hand autos exported 
between 2015 and 2020, or 5.6 
million vehicles, ended up on 
the continent, according to the 
U.N.

These vehicles come main-
ly from Europe and Japan, and 
increasingly from South Korea 
or the United States, but are 
often very old or high-pollu-
tion models.

Adebiyi’s Matrix Toyota 
went into circulation in 2004 
in Canada, before it was 
shipped by sea 15 years later to 
Benin, where it was purchased 
by a first owner, who then sold 

it to him.
Not far from the port of Co-

tonou, the economic capital of 
Benin, sales lots packed with 
second-hand vehicles, mainly 
from Europe, stretch for kilo-
meters.

Benin is one of the five larg-
est importers of used vehicles 
in Africa, according to a U.N. 
report published at the end of 
2021.

The West African country 
has only 11 million inhabitants, 
but it is the gateway to the 
markets of Burkina Faso, Ni-
ger, Chad, and especially its gi-
ant neighbor Nigeria, the most 
populous country in Africa.

In one of these huge car 
lots near the border with Ni-
geria, Zakari Cisse recently sat 
with his hand on the steering 
wheel of his just purchased car, 
a model put into circulation in 
Belgium in 2002.

He would have liked to 
buy a new one from a dealer-
ship. But lacking resources, he 
fell back on this 20-year-old 
second-hand vehicle, which is 
“clean and well maintained”.

“The engine responds very 
well and you can tell by the 
noise,” he said.

“We don’t import rubbish,” 
said Ossama Allouch, an im-
porter of used vehicles in Co-
tonou, who says vehicles are 

subject to controls before pur-
chase. “They are not just any 
vehicles that are banned from 
use.” In Benin, a 15-year-old 
imported saloon, also called a 
sedan, typically changes hands 
for around 1.5 million CFA 
francs ($2,300).

That’s quite a bargain in 
a country where a brand-new 
model will cost a dozen times 
as much, and the average sal-
ary is little more than $100 per 
month.

According to a United Na-
tions Environment Program 
(UNEP) report in 2021, most 
vehicles exported to develop-

ing countries are old, polluting, 
energy-inefficient, potentially 
dangerous and undermine ef-
forts to reduce carbon emis-
sions.

During an inspection by 
Dutch authorities at the end 
of 2019 in Amsterdam port -- 
from where boats transporting 
these cars to Africa leave every 
week -- the average age of the 
vehicles waiting was 18 years 
and they exceeded 200,000 
kilometers mileage on aver-
age.

No fewer than 93 percent 
were Euro 3 or lower -- a cat-
egory meaning they were mar-

keted before the start of the 
2000s.

Some of the vehicles had 
broken down and some had 
been stripped of their catalytic 
converters -- attachments that 
reduce emission of polluting 
toxic non-carbon gases such as 
nitrogen oxide.

To filter the noxious gases, 
converters use precious metals 
such as gold, silver, rhodium 
and platinum.

Their value can exceed 
$100, providing a rich incen-
tive for them to be removed 
and trafficked.

Amen Djidjoho, head of 
one of the sales parks in Benin, 
dismissed those concerns.

“All imported vehicles 
come with catalytic converters 
because in Europe and Amer-
ica, it is strictly forbidden to 
remove them,” he said.

To avoid converter theft 
after the vehicles have arrived, 
security guards watch over 
the assignments until they are 
transferred to Beninese sales 
parks, Djidjoho said.

Importer Ossama Allouch 
said converters are often sto-
len after the purchase, resold 
by owners or removed from 
garages.

Conservationists say pol-
lution generated by these old 
vehicles is a major concern, 

given Africans’ thirst for a set 
of wheels.

Old cars, together with the 
poor quality of fuels used in 
West Africa, are “one of the 
main causes of the increase in 
air pollution levels in the cities 
of the region”, UNEP said.

“Children, who walk to 
schools and use busy roads, 
and informal vendors along 
these roads” are most at risk, 
it said.

Regulating this important 
sector of the Beninese econ-
omy and a major provider of 
jobs is predictably not an easy 
task.

The 15-member regional 
bloc Economic Community of 
West African States adopted 
a directive in 2020 aimed at 
bringing cleaner fuels and 
vehicles to the market, with 
implementation planned for 
January 2021.

Imported second-hand ve-
hicles must in particular meet 
at least Euro 4 standards, 
which means they have been 
put into circulation after 2006.

But it is clear that in Benin, 
vehicles sold in car parks are 
much older.

Contacted several times, 
the Ministry of Transport had 
not answered AFP’s questions 
about legislation in force in the 
country.

Africa is the world’s biggest destination for used vehicles.



53 Days to go

To be the best in a tournament like  
the World Cup is a success for me 
personally.   – Iker Casillas of Spain
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GOALKEEPER Meshaal Bar-
sham saved a late penalty as 
Qatar battled from being a goal 
down to hold Chile 2-2 in their 
international friendly at the 
Franz Horr Stadium in Vienna 
on Tuesday. 

Al Annabi not only made a 
comeback in the match but also 
survived some anxious mo-
ments in the closing stages af-
ter receiving a penalty for a foul 
on Ben Brereton. 

But Barsham guessed it right 
and made a dive to his right to 
block Alexis Sanchez’s spot kick 
as Chile remained winless since 
the end of the 2022 World Cup 
qualifiers, having failed to make 
it to Qatar.

Qatar went into the tie de-
termined to bounce back from 
their 2-0 defeat to Canada.

Chile, however, were diffi-
cult to breach and showed their 
intent with Sanchez giving them 
the lead in the 37th minute.

Qatar came out for the sec-
ond half with renewed purpose 
but had to wait till the 59th 

minute for the equaliser, with 
Akram Afif drawing them level 
by finishing Almoez Ali’s assist.

Boosted by the equaliser, 
Qatar upped their tempo and 

Hassan Al Haydos put them 
ahead in the 67th minute.

Chile, however, forced their 
way back into the tie and were 
rewarded for their efforts with 

Arturo Vidal drawing them lev-
el in the 78th minute.

Qatar, drawn in Group A, 
will have Ecuador, Senegal and 
Netherlands for company in 

the FIFA World Cup 2022 Fi-
nals on home soil.

TNN adds: While the Al 
Annabi were slow off the blocks 
against a strong man-to-man 
marking by Chile, they found 
good rhythm and cohesion 
midway through the first half.

The first goal reversal was 
due to Afif’s lapse in concentra-
tion as he lost to ball to Chile’s 
Gabriel Suazo, who combined 
with Sanchez to break into the 
box and the latter made no 
mistake in drawing first blood.

Afif tried hard to make 
amends but in the 57th minute 
his left-footed strike was staved 
off by Chile’s goalkeeper Ga-
briel Arias.

Minutes later, Afif was back 
in the box and waiting when a 
clearance attempt by Chile’s 
Francisco Sierralta was well 
blocked in an evasive action by 
Almoez Ali for the ball to lob to-
wards Afif, who made no mis-
take to score the equalizer.

Soon, Qatar’s big moment 
of joy was provided by captain 
Haydos. With Afif trying to find 
Almoez on the right side of the 
box, a deflect saw the ball go to 

Haydos who from just outside 
the ‘D’ sent in a telling strike 
which went on to hit the top of 
the left pole before going into 
the goal.

Chile, however, made a 
comeback with a fine combine 
between their captain Gary 
Medel, substitute Ben Diaz and 
Arturo Diaz. They made good 
passes while moving into the 
danger zone and Arturo was in 
perfect position to level scores 
once again at 2-2.

The match was played at 
a fast pace and surely showed 
Qatar having made some good 
ground in both their attack and 
defence.

More importantly, the side 
which won the Asian Cup in 
2019, seems to have found 
good rhythm.

The Qatar national football 
team will now be back home 
for an open training session 
before home fans on October 
2 (Sunday) before they isolate 
again ahead of the final stretch 
to FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 
which begins November 20th 
with Qatar vs Ecaudor match at 
the Al Bayt Stadium.

Afif, Haydos strike as impressive 
Qatar rally to 2-2 draw with Chile

Qatar’s goalkeeper Meshaal Barsham saves a penalty kick during the friendly international against Chile at 
the Franz Horr Stadium in Vienna on Tuesday. (AFP)

Qatar’s forward and skipper Hassan Al Haydos vies for the ball with Chile’s Arturo Vidal during the friendly 
against Chile at the Franz Horr Stadium in Vienna on Tuesday. (AFP)

Qatar’s forward Akram Afif (left) celebrates after scoring with teammate Abdulaziz Hatem during the interna-
tional friendly against Chile at the Franz Horr Stadium in Vienna on Tuesday. (AFP)
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GERMANY will be heading to 
the World Cup in Qatar with 
more questions than answers 
after a roller-coaster 3-3 draw 
in England but they refuse to 
be downbeat.

“Today was a good test for 
us. We can take a look of posi-
tives from the game, but also 
some negatives that we will 
have to address,” coach Hansi 
Flick said.

Midfielder Ilkay Gündogan 
added defiantly: “Reaching the 
World Cup final is not unreal-
istic. Lots of things would ob-
viously have to go right, but I 
don’t think any country is miles 
ahead of everyone else.” 

Gündogan and Kai Havertz 
put the Germans 2-0 up by 
minute 67 at Wembley but they 
then inexplicitly collapsed as 
England roared into a 3-2 lead 
within 12 minutes from Luke 
Shaw, Mason Mount and Harry 
Kane – before Havertz salvaged 
the draw in the 87th.

The wild Nations League 
game will leave Flick and the 
players with lots of work if the 
four-time champions really 
want to return to the top at 
the World Cup they start on 
November 23 against Japan, 
with ex-champions Spain and 
Costa Rica the other group 
opponents.

Germany have won only 
once in their last seven games 
and Kicker sports magazine said 
on Tuesday that the “chaotic 3-3 
performance fuels the doubts” 
whether the team can really go 
far in Qatar - four years after a 
group stage exit in Russia as title 
holders from 2014.

“How are you going to sur-
vive in Qatar against in-form 
opponents such as Brazil or Ar-
gentina?” Kicker asked.

It said that Bayern Mu-
nich’s Jamal Musiala and Chel-
sea’s Havertz stood out but that 
this was rather “side notes in 
view of the fundamental re-
alization that the German team 

is still worryingly far away 
from their own ambitions and 
even more from the top of the 
world seven weeks ahead of the 
World Cup.” 

The Süddeutsche Zeitung 
daily noted that “the German 
attacking problem has sudden-
ly become a defensive problem” 
after England exposed gaps at 
the back in the absence of key 
centre back Antonio Rüdiger 
during their 12-minute scor-
ing spree, and in some other 
instances.

Germany director Oliver 
Bierhoff admitted that “the 
anger prevails” as the players 
head back to their clubs where 

most of them face a gruelling 
schedule of 13 domestic and 
European games over the next 
six weeks before the World 
squad gathers on November 
14 for a short training camp in 
Oman before the arrival in Qa-
tar four days later.

One of Flick’s big hopes will 
be that his large number of Bay-
ern Munich players rediscover 
their form after the champions 
went winless in four games, 
which also impacted their na-
tional team performance.

Bayern veteran Thomas 
Müller drew a comparison with 
Real Madrid who in the past 
season won the Champions 
League as underdogs under 
former Munich coach Carlo 
Ancelotti.

“Real Madrid might be a role 
model. Not everything is always 
brilliant, but they keep their 
heads up, they keep believing in 
themselves,” Müller said.

Germany ‘worryingly far away’ from 
World Cup form after England draw

Germany’s coach Hans-Dieter Flick. (AFP)

Germany’s 3-3 draw  
in England gave little  
indication that they are 
good enough to go far at 
the upcoming World Cup  
in Qatar as the wild game 
rather fuelled doubts. But 
coach Hansi Flick and the 
players remain positive.

Barca asked Brazil to look  
after Raphinha: Coach Tite
STATS PERFORM/DPA

BERLIN 

TITE has revealed Barcelona 
asked Brazil to be careful with 
Raphinha after losing four 
players to injury during the in-
ternational break.

Jules Kounde, Ronald 
Araujo, Frenkie De Jong and 
Memphis Depay have sus-
tained injuries while they have 
been away playing for their 
countries.

Raphinha played 80 min-
utes of Brazil’s 3-0 friendly 
win over Ghana on Friday and 
could face Tunisia on Tuesday.

Selecao head coach Tite 
says Barca requested that the 
winger’s workload is managed.

He said: “In order for there 

to be maximum transparency, 
I tell you that today the Barce-
lona coaching staff spoke to our 
physical trainer and asked us to 
be careful of Raphinha.

“They have lost Araujo and 
for this reason they are wor-
ried. They asked us how the 
player is, if he is training well.

“The calendar of the big 
clubs is very congested and this 
worries us because until we meet 
for the World Cup, the players 
will play two games a week.” 

Raphinha has started four 
of the Blaugrana’s six La Liga 
matches this season follow-
ing his big-money move from 
Leeds United and was on the 
field for just over an hour in a 
Champions League defeat to 
Bayern Munich.

Brazil’s forward Raphinha (R) fights for the ball with Ghana’s defender 
Baba Rahman during the international friendly at The Oceane Stadium 
in Le Havre, northern France on September 23, 2022. (AFP)
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Ecuador fail to convert penalty in  
friendly goalless draw with Japan

DPA
DÜSSELDORF 

WORLD Cup opening match 
team Ecuador missed a penalty 
on Tuesday as they drew 0-0 
with Japan in a friendly inter-
national.

Substitute Enner Valencia 
saw his 83rd-minute spot kick 
saved by Japan goalkeeper 
Daniel Schmidt, who had also 
frustrated the dominant South 
Americans earlier in the game 
played in the German city of 
Düsseldorf where many Japa-
nese people live.

Ecuador will face hosts Qa-
tar in the opening match of the 
World Cup on November 20.

Japan open November 23 
against four-time winners Ger-
many and also play Costa Rica 
and ex-champions Spain.

Japan’s goalkeeper Daniel 
Schmidt (L), Ao Tanaka (C) and 
Ecuador’s Michael Estrada (R) vie 
for the ball during their friendly in 
Duesseldorf on Tuesday.  (AFP)
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LIONEL Messi wishes he could 
have played alongside Neymar 
for longer at Barcelona but is 
loving being reunited with the 
Brazilian again at Paris Saint-
Germain.

Neymar and Messi struck 
up a friendship and immense 
on-field relationship during 
their four years together at 
Camp Nou.

They were part of a Barca 
team that won two LaLiga ti-
tles, three Copa del Rey crowns 
and the Champions League, 
among other trophies, before 
PSG broke the world transfer 
record to bring Neymar to Par-
is for Euros 222 million ($215 
million).

Despite such a cash injec-
tion, Barca’s financial issues 
eventually caught up with them 
and prevented the club from 
signing Messi to a new contract 
last year as their LaLiga salary 
limit was reduced significantly.

Messi followed Neymar 
to Paris, and while few would 
consider either to have enjoyed 
their best seasons last term, 
both have begun the 2022-23 
campaign in electric fashion 
under Christophe Galtier.

Neymar’s 19 goal involve-
ments across all competitions 
is more than anyone in the top 
five leagues, while Messi’s 14 
has him ranked third, and the 
latter is relishing every minute.

“With Neymar, we have 
known each other for a long 
time, by heart, since Barcelo-
na,” he told TUDN.

“I would’ve like to have 
been able to enjoy him much 
more in Barcelona.

“But now I meet him again 
in Paris and we are happy to 
be together. I love playing with 
him.” 

Of course, Neymar is not 
the only superstar Messi is 
playing alongside at PSG.

Kylian Mbappe renewed 
his stay at PSG at the end of 
last season after flirting with 
Real Madrid, and Messi has no 
doubt the France star will be a 
leader of the next generation in 
the sport.

“Kylian, he’s a different 
player,” Messi added.

“He is a beast who is very 
strong, goes from space to 
space. He’s fast, scores a lot of 
goals, is very complete and has 
been proving himself for years.

“In the coming years,  
he will be among the best,  
for sure.”

Messi happy being 
reunited with 

 Neymar at PSG

STATS PERFORM/DPA

DALLAS Cowboys backup 
quarterback Cooper Rush now 
boasts a 3-0 record as a starter 
after doing enough to help his 
side defeat the New York Gi-
ants 23-16 on Monday night.

Rush, who is starting in the 
place of injured franchise star 
Dak Prescott, upset the Cincin-
nati Bengals last week in the 
second start of his NFL career 
after also defeating the Minne-
sota Vikings in his 2021 debut.

Against the Giants, he had 
another clean game, complet-
ing 21 of 31 passes for 215 yards 
and a touchdown, finishing 
with no turnovers and no sacks 
allowed.

With the game tied at 13-
13 in the fourth quarter - after 
earlier touchdowns from Giants 

running back Saquon Barkley 
and Cowboys running back Eze-
kiel Elliott - Rush completed a 
two-yard goal-line fade to top 
receiver CeeDee Lamb, which 
he pulled down with one hand in 
the back corner of the endzone.

In doing so, Rush became 
the first quarterback since the 
1970 merger to lead game-
winning drives in the fourth 
quarter or overtime in each of 
his first three starts, per ESPN.

While it was Elliott who 
got the rushing touchdown for 
the Cowboys, it was teammate 
Tony Pollard who was the more 
impressive runner on the day, 
finishing with 13 carries for 105 
yards, while Elliott posted 15 
carries for 73 yards.

Lamb was the best receiv-
er from either team, catching 
eight of 12 targets for 87 yards 

and a touchdown, and it could 
have been an even bigger day 
if he did not drop a wide-open 
50-yard pass in the first half.

Defensively, Cowboys edge 

rusher DeMarcus Lawrence 
was the star of the show with 
three sacks, while Pro Bowl cor-
nerback Trevon Diggs snagged 
the game-sealing interception 

on the final drive.

Patriots QB Jones suffers 
severe ankle sprain 
An MRI on Monday confirmed 
what the New England Pa-
triots feared regarding Mac 
Jones’ ankle.

Jones suffered a “pretty 
severe” high ankle sprain in 
Sunday’s 37-26 loss to the Bal-
timore Ravens, according to 
NFL Network Insider Tom Pe-
lissero.

The team is hopeful the 
24-year-old quarterback will be 
able to recover without need-
ing surgery, and though they 
haven’t given a timetable for a 
return or confirmed if a stint 
on injured reserve is necessary, 
it seems unlikely he’ll be able 
to play on Sunday against the 
Green Bay Packers.

That means veteran Brian 
Hoyer would be in line to make 
his first start since Week 4 of the 
2020 season, when he threw for 
just 130 yards with no touch-
down passes and one intercep-
tion in New England’s 26-10 loss 
to the Kansas City Chiefs.

Jones was hurt on the Pa-
triots’ final offensive play on 
Sunday, an interception with 
1:55 remaining. The 2021 first-
round pick landed hard on the 
turf from a hit by Baltimore de-
fensive lineman Calais Camp-
bell, then hobbled to the side-
lines while grabbing his ankle 
before being taken straight to 
the locker room.

Jones threw for 321 yards 
in Sunday’s loss, but was inter-
cepted three times, giving him 
five through the 1-2 Patriots’ 
first three games.

Dallas Cowboys’ backup quarterback CeeDee Lamb.
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CeeDee Lamb’s one-handed touchdown catch lifts Cowboys to 23-16 win

DPA
LONDON 

VISITING Germany salvaged a 
late 3-3 draw against England 
after earlier blowing a two-
goal lead in the final 20 min-
utes of an entertaining Nations 
League tie on Monday – featur-
ing positives and negatives for 
either side heading towards the 
World Cup.

England seemed to have 
pulled off an improbable victory 
when captain Harry Kane fired 
a penalty into the top left corner 
in the 83rd for 3-2 after Luke 
Shaw in the 71st and and Mason 
Mount in the 75th had started 
the Wembley comeback.

Germany had led from Il-
kay Gündogan’s 52nd-minute 
penalty and Kai Havertz curled 
a superb second in the 67th, 
with the Chelsea forward then 
eventually sparing Germany 
blushes in the 87th for the fi-
nal score after goalkeeper Nick 
Pope failed to hold on to a shot 
from Serge Gnabry.

Havertz’ second meant that 
already relegated England com-
pleted the group without a win in 
the six games, and third-placed 
Germany managed only one.

England manager Gareth 
Southgate and German coun-
terpart Hansi Flick had each 
hoped for victory in the dead 
rubber to boost morale for the 
November 20-December 18 
World Cup, with the game be-
ing their last before the team 
nominations for Qatar.

Kane told Channel Four the 
game was “a lot better” than 
their previous ones.

“We were unfortunate to go 
2-0 behind. We did really well 

to stay in the game, to get back 
into it, get into the lead and 
then unfortunately another er-
ror,” he said.

“The mentality and fight of  
the team was shown out there 
today. We didn’t get the win 
but we can be proud of what 
we did and it puts us in a good 
place ahead of the World Cup.” 

Flick told broadcasters 
RTL: “We took a deserved 2-0 
lead. But we then had individ-
ual mistakes. It can not be that 
we give up a 2-0 lead in this 
way. But it was positive that 
we came back in the end.” The 
first two German goals were 
meanwhile a nightmare for 
Manchester United defender 
Harry Maguire whose reputa-

tion among England fans is al-
ready low.

He gave away the ball to the 
lively Jamal Musiala and then 
fouled him which resulted in 
the penalty, before losing the 
ball to the Bayern Munich man 
again deep in Germany’s half 
which set up the second on the 
counter.

A minute silence was ob-
served before kick-off as a trib-
ute to British Queen Elizabeth 
II who died at age 96 on Sep-
tember 8.

Southgate and Flick had 
made several changes after their 
Friday 1-0 defeats against Italy 
and Hungary, respectively.

Manchester City’s Gün-
dogan aimed high 10 minutes 

into the game after a clumsy 
clearance from Pope, and Ra-
heem Sterling was denied by 
Marc Andre ter Stegen on Eng-
land’s best chance before the 
game really took off in the sec-
ond half, with Mount’s success 
England’s first goal from open 
play in more than 560 minutes.

But the individual mistakes 
will be of concern for South-
gate, and flick will also wonder 
what went wrong with his play-
ers after the 2-0 lead.

“It was a good test. I am 
taking away many positive 
things but also some nega-
tives,” Flick said.

Said Kane: “Now we have a 
busy six weeks or so before we 
get ready for the World Cup.”

England comeback not 
rewarded in 3-3 draw 

with Germany

England’s goalkeeper Nick Pope reacts as Germany’s midfielder Kai Havertz scores the team’s third goal 
during the UEFA Nations League Group A3 match between England and Germany at Wembley stadium in 
London on Monday. (AFP)

Neymar Jr and Lionel Messi embrace after a PSG match.

BERLIN: Hector Bellerin has suffered a calf strain in training as Barce-
lona’s injury problems continue to mount. Barca had largely been able 
to select from a full squad during the early weeks of the season, but 
the past week has given head coach Xavi plenty of fitness concerns to 
contend with. Bellerin is the latest to sustain an issue, with the right-
back suffering difficulties with his calf during a training session on Tues-
day. A club statement said Bellerin is to “undergo a series of tests to 
determine the full extent of the trouble”, though it would be reasonable 
to assume he is a doubt for Saturday’s trip to Mallorca. He is the third 
Barca defender to suffer an injury in the past week, with Jules Kounde 
out until mid-October with an Achilles problem and Ronald Araujo not 
expected to play again until after the World Cup following thigh sur-
gery. Also sidelined are Frenkie de Jong and Memphis Depay, who 
were injured on international duty with the Netherlands. Barca’s injury 
problems are mounting at a particularly inopportune moment given how 
hectic October promises to be. Next month, Barca will face Inter twice 
and Bayern Munich again in the Champions League, while they have El 
Clasico and potentially tricky clashes with Villarreal, Athletic Bilbao and 
Valencia all in La Liga. (STATS Perform/DPA)

Barcelona injury woes worsen  
with Bellerin calf issue

 Quick read
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DPA
BERLIN 

THE world’s leading chess 
player, Norway’s Magnus 
Carlsen, has accused teen-aged 
American player Hans Nie-
mann of cheating during their 
matchup at the recent Sinque-
field Cup.

“I believe that Niemann 
has cheated more – and more 
recently – than he has pub-
licly admitted,” Carlsen said 
in a statement on Monday 
night.

The 19-year-old Niemann 
claimed an upset victory over 
Carlsen two weeks ago at the 
over-the-board Sinquefield 
Cup after which Carlsen with-
drew from the tournament. He 
posted a cryptic tweet which 

has been interpreted by some 
as cheating suspicion against 
Niemann.

The two met again at the 
Julius Baer online event last 
week, with Carlsen quitting the 
match after his first move.

Niemann has admitted to 
cheating as a youth in infor-
mal online chess games but he 
has also insisted he has never 
cheated in classic over-the-
board chess.

“His over-the-board pro-
gress has been unusual, and 
throughout our game in the 
Sinquefield Cup I had the im-
pression that he wasn’t tense 
or fully concentrating on the 
game in critical positions,” 
Carlsen said about the teen-
ager.

“We must do something 

about cheating, and for my part 
going forward, I don’t want to 
play against people that have 
cheated in the past, because I 
don’t know what they are capa-
ble of doing in the future,” he 
added.

The governing body FIDE 
said Friday it was ready to 
open a probe if there was proof 
of cheating and they also said 
they shared Carlsen’s general 
concerns on the issue.

But FIDE also told the 
world champion that “there 
are better ways to handle 
the situation” because they 
“strongly believe that the 
world champion has a moral 
responsibility attached to his 
status, since he is viewed as 
a global ambassador of the 
game.”

I believe Niemann has cheated more recently: Carlsen

Zhou Guanyu will stay with the Formula One team for the 2023 season 
alongside Valtteri Bottas.

Alfa Romeo retain Zhou Guanyou 
for their 2023 F1 line-up

DPA
BERLIN 

ALFA Romeo on Tuesday 
confirmed that Zhou Guanyu 
will stay with the Formula 
One team for the 2023 season 
alongside Valtteri Bottas.

The 23-year-old made his-
tory as the first Chinese driver 
to compete in F1 with his debut 
this year at the season-opening 
Bahrain Grand Prix.

The Italian team said they 
have been impressed by his 
“levels of maturity and racecraft 
that belie his young age, con-
tributing to the development of 
the team as it makes its way to 
what is currently P6 in the con-
structors’ championship. 

“I am looking forward 
to continuing working with 

Zhou,” team principal Frédéric 
Vasseur said.

The strong relationship 
with team-mate Bottas played 
a role in Alfa Romeo’s decision 
to give Zhou the chance to drive 
for a second season.

“It’s been an absolutely cra-
zy year but I’m proud of every-
thing we have achieved as a 
team so far! Let’s keep working 
to reach more milestones to-
gether,” Zhou said on Twitter.

Zhou is ranked 17th in the 
2022 with six points from three 
finishes in the points with six 
races left in the season.

He will now have the 
chance to race his home Chi-
nese Grand Prix as it returns 
to the 2023 calendar following 
a three-year absence due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

Teen-aged American chess player Hans Niemann (right) and Magnus Carslen.

ANI
NEW DELHI

WICKET-KEEPER batter San-
ju Samson is likely to be named 
vice-captain of the Indian team 
for the three-match ODI series 
against South Africa with many 
senior players expected to be 
rested ahead of next month’s 
ICC T20 World Cup.

India will take on South 
Africa in the three-match T20I 
series followed by the three-
match ODI series from Sep-
tember 28 to October 11. 

The Indian squad for the 
T20I series has already been 
announced and the Indian se-
lectors are likely to finalize the 
squad for the ODI series in the 
next few days.

BCCI sources told ANI that 
Sanju Samson could be named 
the vice-captain of the Indian 
team for the three-match ODI 
series as most of the senior 
players are likely to be rested 
for ICC T20 World Cup. Shi-
khar Dhawan is likely to lead 
the team.

Sanju Samson, 27, who 
hails from Kerala, was part of 

the ODI series against Zimba-
bwe which India won 3-0. He 
has represented India in seven 
ODIs and 16 T20Is so far. Sam-
son is currently captaining In-
dia A side at home against New 
Zealand A.

The source said that batter 
Rajat Patidar is likely to make 

his ODI debut against South 
Africa.

The first T20I will be held in 
Thiruvananthapuram on Sep-
tember 28. The second T20I 
will be played on October 2 at 
Guwahati, followed by the last 
T20I at Indore on October 4.

The first ODI will be played 

in Lucknow on October 6. 
Ranchi and Delhi will host the 
second and third ODI respec-
tively, on October 9 and 11.
India squad for South Africa 
T20Is: Rohit Sharma (C), KL 
Rahul (VC), Virat Kohli, Suryaku-
mar Yadav, Rishabh Pant (WK), 
Dinesh Karthik (wicket-keeper), 
R. Ashwin, Yuzvendra Chahal, 
Axar Patel, Arshdeep Singh, 
Mohd. Shami, Harshal Patel, 
Deepak Chahar and Jasprit 
Bumrah.
South Africa T20 squad: Temba 
Bavuma (C), Quinton de Kock 
(WK), Reeza Hendricks, Hein-
rich Klaasen, Keshav Maharaj, 
Aiden Markram , David Miller , 
Lungi Ngidi, Anrich Nortje, Wayne 
Parnell, Dwaine Pretorius, Kagiso 
Rabada, Rilee Rossouw, Tabraiz 
Shamsi and Tristan Stubbs.
South Africa ODI squad: Temba 
Bavuma (C), Quinton de Kock 
(WK), Reeza Hendricks, Heinrich 
Klaasen, Keshav Maharaj, Janne-
man Malan, Aiden Markram, 
David Miller, Lungi Ngidi, Anrich 
Nortje, Wayne Parnell, Andile 
Phehlukwayo, Dwaine Pretorius, 
Kagiso Rabada and Tabraiz 
Shamsi.

Samson likely to be vice-captain 
for South Africa ODI series

Wicket-keeper batsman Sanju Samson is likely to be named vice-captain 
of the Indian team for the three-match ODI series against South Africa. 

Mali World Cup melee in Sydney 
prompts FIBA investigation

STATS PERFORM/DPA
BERLIN 

FIBA has launched an investi-
gation into a fight between Mali 
players following their Wom-
en’s Basketball World Cup de-
feat to Serbia on Monday.

Tempers flared as Mali 
team-mates clashed in the 
mixed zone after they were 
beaten 81-68 at Sydney Olym-
pic Park Sports Centre.

Basketball’s world govern-
ing body on Tuesday confirmed 
it was looking into the unsa-
voury scenes.

“FIBA acknowledged today 
that there was an altercation 
between Mali players in the 
mixed zone following the Group 
B game Serbia-Mali at the FIBA 
Women’s Basketball World Cup 
2022,” a FIBA statement said.

“Following the incident, 

FIBA has opened an investi-
gation. Once the investiga-
tion is concluded, FIBA will 
decide on any applicable dis-

ciplinary measures.” 
Mali are bottom of their 

group after losing all five 
matches.

Canada’s Natalie Achonwa (C) reacts after an injury during the Women’s 
Basketball World Cup Group B game between Canada and Mali in Sydney 
on Tuesday. (AFP)

Kerber aims to compete at 2024 
Olympics after giving birth

DPA
HANNOVER 

GERMANY’S Angelique Kerber 
is looking to return to competi-
tive tennis as soon as possible 
after having a baby and plans to 
compete at the next Olympics 
2024 in Paris.

“I’ll try to get fit again and 
return to the tour, but without 
rushing things. And then I’ll 
be wanting to go all out. If I do 
something, then I do it proper-
ly,” Kerber said in an interview 
with the Porsche Newsroom 
published on Tuesday.

The three-time Grand Slam 
winner and former world num-
ber one announced last month 
that she was pregnant and ex-
pected to five birth in spring.

She said her main goal in 
the planned return is to com-
pete at the Olympics again in 
Paris 2024, having won silver 

at the 2016 Games in Rio de 
Janeiro.

“I’d really like to play there. 
I took part in the Games in Lon-
don (2012) and Rio de Janeiro 
and it’s something special play-
ing for one’s country at such a 
momentous event,” she said.

“I’d love to have the feeling 
once again. There’s quite a bit 
of time until then so I’m not 
under any pressure.” 

Speaking about current 
world number one Iga Swiatek, 
Kerber said: “I have to take my 
hat off to her for the way she 
has dealt with all the hubbub 
surrounding her. She’s after 
all still only 21. I know her well 
and am eager to find out how 
much longer she will continue 
at the same high level.”

Germany’s Angelique Kerber.

ECB offers to 
host Test series 
between India 
and Pakistan

AGENCIES

THE ECB has offered to host 
men’s Test cricket between Pa-
kistan and India in an attempt 
to end the long wait for a bi-
lateral series between the two 
sides, reports espncricinfo.com.

Pakistan and India have not 
played men’s cricket against 
one another – outside of multi-
team events – in any format 
since January 2013, and their 
last Test match was played in 
December 2007.

Martin Darlow, the ECB’s 
deputy chair, has been in Paki-
stan for England’s ongoing T20 
international series and has 
floated the idea to PCB chair 
Ramiz Raja during his visit. It 
is a further sign of the ECB’s at-
tempts to rebuild relationships 
with the PCB after England’s 
last-minute withdrawal from a 
scheduled two-match series in 
Pakistan last year.

ESPNcricinfo understands, 
the report said, that the PCB is 
unlikely to take up the offer. It 
has made significant progress 
in bringing international crick-
et back to Pakistan after staging 
“home” games in the UAE for a 
number of years, and playing at 
a neutral venue would risk un-
dermining some of that.

The PCB has hosted two 
Tests in England before, draw-
ing a two-match series against 
Australia one-all in 2010 with 
games at Lord’s and Headingley. 

Moeen Ali, England’s cap-
tain, said the prospect of a 
Test between the two teams on 
English soil was an “awesome” 
prospect. “That would be bril-
liant,” he said. “It’s a shame 
that they don’t obviously play 
each other unless it’s a World 
Cup or an ICC event but they’re 
two great teams and two mas-
sive playing nations.”

Qatar’s squash star  
Al Tamimi rises to 30th 

in world rankings
TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK

DOHA 

QATAR’S number one player 
Abdulla Al Tamimi has risen 
to 30th place in the latest Pro-
fessional Squash Association 
rankings.

Al Tamimi had last reached 
this ranking last in 2018 - also 
his best since he began his 
professional career in 2011. Al 
Tamimi was ranked 44th at the 
start of the new season but has 
made a steady climb since his 
comeback from injury. 

“It is the best way to start 
the new season while restor-
ing the highest ranking I’ve 
achieved in my professional ca-
reer. I look forward to achiev-
ing more achievements during 
the rest of this season,” said the 
Qatari squash star.

On the upcoming challeng-
es, Al Tamimi said his focus is 
now on the San Francisco Open 
in California to held from Sep-
tember 30-October 4.

The player’s rise in stat-
ure comes after he made the 
quarter-finals of the ‘Platinum’ 
category QTerminals Qatar 
Classic 2022 in the first week of 
September.

Earlier, Al Tamimi won the 
Atlanta Championship 2022 
(Challenger category), the 
Qatar Professional Champi-
onship (Challenger category), 
and was also crowned as the 
singles champion in the West 
Asian Championship 2022 in 
Iran. 

A graduate from the Aspire 
Academy in 2012, Al Tamimi 
is also one of the top Red Bull 
athletes in Qatar.
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Pak Shamaa School organises motivational seminar

‘We need to introduce innovative 
ideas to promote Urdu language’

S
AMREEN Nadeem alias Samr, a 
well-Known Qatar-based poetess, 
has carved a niche for herself by ar-
ticulately using delicate subjects in 
her poetry.

Born in Bahawalpur and studied and brought 
up in Karachi, Samr started writing poetry and 
stories for children’s magazine from her child-
hood. While she continued writing intermit-
tently, she took to serious poetry writing only a 
couple of years ago. She made her mark in intel-
lectual circles by participating in online literary 
symposiums (mushairas) held in different coun-
tries. 

She completed her graduation and post-
graduation studies from the  University of Ka-
rachi. Before moving to Doha a decade ago, she 
stayed in different GCC countries along with 
her family. She regularly participates in literary 
events organised by Bazme Urdu Qatar, one of 
the oldest literary forums in Qatar.

She published her maiden Urdu poetry book 
titled ‘Khushboey Khayal’ (Fragrance of Imagi-
nation) in 2021, which was well-received in the 
literary circles. The second edition of the book 
is already in final stages and will soon be pub-
lished. 

She has given life to her words by describing 
love in a unique way. The book portrays her 

love for Almighty Allah in the best way 
possible. She has articulately put dif-

ferent aspects to her poetry by touch-
ing delicate subjects like hamd, dua 
and naat. 

She has also successfully touched 
the topics of patriotism, nature and 
love in her poetry.

In an interview with Qatar Trib-
une, Samr spoke about the literary 
scene in Qatar and her own literary 
achievements. Excerpts:

 
What drew you towards lit-

erature?
I have been privileged to be in 

an environment of good books 
collected by my father which 

motivated me towards litera-
ture.

 
Who is your men-

tor?
My maternal uncle, 

Abdul Salam Arif, who is 
a famous Pakistani poet 
presently settled in To-
ronto, Canada.

Who are your 
favorite poets 

and writers?
I have a long 
list of past 

and contemporary 
poets. They in-
clude Allama Iqbal, 
Ahmed Faraz, 
Parveen Shakir, Dr 
Maqsood Jaffery, 
Saleem Faouz and 
Asif Ali Asif.  

How support-
ive has your fam-
ily been as you 
pursue your pas-
sion for litera-
ture?

I am lucky to 
have a supporting 
family. Initially, my 

parents and later my uncle. My husband, Abdul 
Rehman Nadeem, has always supported me and 

gave me the courage to express my feel-
ings in my poetry.  

Tell us about your maiden po-
etry book.

It’s basically about love, nature, 
country and ‘Ishqe Majazi’ and ‘Ishqe 
Haqeeqi.’ The second edition of my 
book will be available soon. It contains 
new thoughts and addition of Hamdi-
ya, Naatiya and Duayia kalam.

Are you planning to write more books? 
Yes, I have plans to bring out more books.

How would you describe the literary 
scene in Qatar?

To understand the literary scene in Qatar, we 
need to bifurcate this explanation into two phas-
es: pre-COVID-19 pandemic and post-COVID-19 
pandemic. Literary forums in Qatar used to or-
ganise literary events with much regularity in the 
pre-COVID era, which witnessed participation of 
live audience that was the source of energy for 
the poets. In the post-COVID, the audience has 
become even bigger, thanks to the use of tech-
nology, but it does not have the charm of physi-
cal presence of literary enthusiasts.  

Do you think only mushairas are 
enough or some other literary activities 
should be organised for the promotion of 
Urdu language? 

Mushairas are one form of literary activity, 
but it’s important to create an environment of 
reading and love towards books.

What measures do you suggest to mo-
tivate the younger generation to read lit-
erature?

We may need to put an effort to attract and 
encourage young generation by using present-
day technology. We also need to work and intro-
duce innovative ideas to promote Urdu language. 

Title cover of Samreen’s 
maiden poetry book Khush-
boey Khayal.

PAK Shamaa School organised a mo-
tivational seminar titled ‘Keys to 
Success’ in institution’s premises 
recently.

Aysha Sharif, a psychologist and 
artist, was the keynote speaker. She is 
known for her motivational seminars on 
emotional intelligence that help organi-
sations to enhance employment engage-
ment, achieve higher staff retention, pro-
ductivity and profitability and in creating 
optimistic emotionally intelligent leaders 
using EQ skills. She also helps organisa-
tions to unleash the untapped potential 
of their most valuable resources -- their 
people. She has a degree in psychology 
and also conducts motivational seminars 
that inspire and motivate people on men-
tal health.

“A beautiful heart leads a person to-
wards success and it is the first key and 
a seed to grow the plant of success,” said 
Aysha. Emotional intelligence, she notes, 
leads a person towards personal achieve-
ment, happiness and professional success 
and “it’s a beautiful heart that leads a per-
son to become emotionally intelligent as 
beautiful heart has the ability to sense the 
feelings and needs of others that makes 
an individual emotionally intelligent”. 

She added: “Emotional intelligence 
gives us the ability to be present and 
listen to someone when they need the 
most.”

She also spelt out the four skills of 
emotional intelligence -- self-awareness, 

social awareness, self-management, and 
relationship management. “Emotional 
intelligence is that sense of internal bal-
ance within us that enables us to keep 

our composure, make good decisions, 
communicate successfully and maintain 
effective leadership even under stress,” 
explained Aysha.

She urged the students to recognise 
and follow their passion. “The impact 
you make when you do what you love is 
far greater than within your own life. it 
expands to others in your immediate and 
surrounding network,” she noted. 

An absolute faith in Almighty Allah 
and having tawwaqul (trusting in Al-
lah’s plans) is the biggest weapon to fight 
hardships, she said.

“We will see that things will not only 
get resolved easier with His help, but Ta-
waqal will also relieve us from the day to 
day suffering and worries associated with 
the challenges of life,” she said.

She urged the students to believe in 
themselves and trust their capabilities 
because such feelings lead a person to-
wards massive success. They should do 
absolute hard work and never give up, 
no matter the many difficulties, conflicts, 
challenges, and hurdles that life throws in 
our pathways.

Pak Shamaa School Principal Nabila 
Kaukab said: “Aysha Sharif is one of the 
best keynote motivational speakers and 
multi-talented persons, who speaks with 
lot of passion and enthusiasm and it was 
good to hear it coming right from her 
heart.” 

The event was coordinated by Ha-
seena Sharif.

Pak Shamaa School Principal Nabila Kaukab presents a certificate of appre-
ciation to Aysha Sharif.

 Aysha Sharif addresses Pak Shamaa School students.

Aysha Sharif

Samreen with her husband Abdul Rehman Nadeem. Samreen with Pakistan’s well-known actor-cum-
director Umair Leghari and his wife Sadaf Umair.

Samreen with dignitaries on the occasion of the launch of her book by Arts Council of Pakistan, Karachi, on 
December 29, 2021.

SAMREEN NADEEM ALIAS SAMR

Aysha Sharif, a psychologist and 
artist, was the keynote speaker. 
She is known for her motivational 
seminars on emotional intelli-
gence that help organisations to 
enhance employment engagement, 
achieve higher staff retention, pro-
ductivity and profitability and cre-
ate optimistic emotionally intelli-
gent leaders using EQ skills

Samreen Nadeem, a  
poetess based  in Doha, 
says that in the post-
COVID period, the audi-
ence at literary events has 
become bigger, thanks 
to the use of technology. 
However, she goes on 
to add that these events 
don’t have the charm of 
physical presence of  
literary enthusiasts
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The Amir His Highness Sheikh Tamim bin 
Hamad Al Thani offered condolences to 
Prime Minister of Japan Fumio Kishida, 
senior officials and family members of 
the late former Japanese Prime Minister 
Shinzo Abe, at Akasaka Palace in Tokyo 
on Tuesday. A number of members of 
the official delegation accompanying HH 
the Amir also offered their condolences. 
HH the Amir also attended the state fu-
neral of former Japanese Prime Minister 
Shinzo Abe, held by the Japanese govern-
ment at Nippon Budokan Hall in Tokyo. 
Imperial Crown Prince Akishino, Prime 
Minister of Japan Fumio Kishida, a num-
ber of heads of states and governments, 
and members of the official delegation 
accompanying HH the Amir attended the 
funeral ceremony. (QNA)

Founders of BioNTech & 
Moderna, Sir Mo Farah
to speak at WISH 2022

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

THE World Innovation Sum-
mit for Health (WISH) has an-
nounced that British Olympic 
long-distance runner Sir Mo-
hamed Muktar Jama Farah – 
known as Mo Farah – will deliver 
a keynote speech at its upcoming 
global summit on October 4–6. 

Hailed as one of the most 
successful male long-distance 
runners of all time, with 10 world 
championship medals including 
four gold medals at the Olympics, 
his talk will examine the relation-
ship between mental health and 
the pressures of competitive 
sports, and will draw on his own 
personal experiences. Farah will 
be speaking on day three of the 
summit ahead of a panel discus-
sion on Mental Health and Sport. 

On day two of WISH 2022, 
during a keynote session that’s in 
line with the summit’s key theme 

of post-COVID-19 legacy, Dr 
Ugur Sahin and Dr Ozlem Ture-
ci, husband and wife co-founders 
of German startup company Bi-
oNTech, will be discussing the 
work that went into creating 
the Pfizer BioNTech COVID-19 
vaccine and the importance of 
capitalizing on the momentum 
generated by the development of 
their mRNA vaccine to advance 
medical science. 

Joining them is Dr Noubar 
Afeyan, co-founder of Moderna, 
the American pharmaceutical 
and biotechnology company 
that also developed a key vac-
cine for COVID-19. A serial en-
trepreneur, Dr Afeyan will be 
delivering his keynote address 
on the opening day of WISH 
2022, and his talk will focus 
on the crucial nature of entre-
preneurship and innovation in 
the healthcare industry, as well 
as the value of taking risks to 
address the major challenges 

faced by humanity.
A returning voice at WISH 

2022 is acclaimed Oscar-win-
ning American actor and direc-
tor, Morgan Freeman. Freeman 
was a keynote speaker at WISH 
2020 and this year, he will nar-
rate the summit’s opening film.

WISH 2022 will see many 
more distinguished global poli-
cymakers and healthcare leaders 
join the ongoing conversations 
around some of the most urgent 
global healthcare challenges and 
discuss innovative solutions to 
address them.

Along with uniting the 
world’s most influential think-
ers and brilliant minds to ad-
vance the global discussion 
on pressing healthcare is-
sues, WISH 2022 will provide 
healthcare entrepreneurs from 
13 countries a global stage to 
showcase their innovations, 
network with the world leaders, 
and expand their startups.  

Sir Mo Farah Dr Ugur SahinDr Noubar Afeyan Dr Özlem Türeci

QF students learn to express themselves – with freestyle football
TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK

DOHA

QATAR Foundation and the 
World Freestyle Football Asso-
ciation have delivered a series 
of training sessions designed to 
help young people become more 
active, and inspire them to feel 
comfortable making mistakes 
while learning new skills. 

Over the course of a week, 
teachers, coaches, and students 
within the Qatar Foundation 
(QF) schools learned about free-
style football, which combines 
football tricks, dance, music, and 
acrobatics, as well as discovered 
how to utilise the sport within 
education systems. 

Dan Wood, Co-founder, 
World Freestyle Football Asso-

ciation (WFFA), said: “It’s a sport 
for all skill levels – from someone 
who has never kicked a ball to 
someone who actively plays foot-
ball. There is a progression that 
can suit every ability. 

“The exercises we have 
taught to teachers and coaches 
can be utilised as an after-school 
club. They can be used within 
school sessions, and they can 
also be used as a five-minute 
warm up for other sports, such 
as basketball or football. They’re 
very adaptable.”

Launched in 2011 by Wood, 
the WFFA was initially founded 
to get children off the streets 
and help them lead positive, ac-
tive lifestyles. With education at 
the core of the organisation, the 
training sessions also promoted 

topics such as nutrition, anti-
bullying, and accessibility.

Abeer Mostafa, a volunteer 
with QF’s Ability Friendly Pro-
gramme – an initiative that helps 
people of all abilities engage in 

sporting and developmental ac-
tivities – attended a training ses-
sion with the WFFA. 

“The training is amazing. 
When you first see the move-
ments, you think they look 

hard and that you won’t be able 
to do them. But when you start 
trying the exercises yourself, 
and the trainers go through 
them step-by-step, you realise 
you can do them. You just need 
guidance.”

Speaking about anyone can 
do these movements, regardless 
of ability level, and how she will 
be able to incorporate them into 
classes, she said: “I will be able 
to use these exercises, especially 
in the warmups. I think they will 
love them.” 

Minna Marlo, Head of De-
velopment at the WFFA, was one 
of the trainers in Doha. From 
Finland, Marlo took up freestyle 
football six years ago.

“We want to inspire children 
to learn new skills,” she said. 

“Like persistence. When you’re 
learning a new skill, you have to 
do repetitions – you have to do 
it a certain number of times and 
then you are rewarded. And this 
applies to every aspect of your 
life. Other transferable skills 
include self-confidence and re-
sponsibility.” 

Emphasising the importance 
of gender equality within the 
sport, Wood added: “The girls 
are definitely not on the sidelines 
– and definitely not a secondary 
element. What we did from day 
one with the sport was put every-
one on the same stage, whether 
they’re male or female, and 
whatever ability level, we have 
able bodied and we have athletes 
with disabilities competing on 
the same stage.”

QRCS inaugurates emergency 
obstetric care centre in Yemen

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

AS part of a project to provide 
comprehensive healthcare ser-
vices to vulnerable Yemenis, 
co-funded by Qatar Fund for 
Development (QFFD) and the 
United Nations Population 
Fund (UNFPA), the Qatar Red 
Crescent Society (QRCS) has 
announced the opening of an 
emergency obstetric care centre 
at Khalifa General Hospital in 
Al-Turbah City, Taiz.

During the opening ceremo-
ny, Dr Rajeh Al-Maliki, Director-
General of the Public Health and 
Population Bureau, said, “The 
inauguration of the emergency 
obstetric care centre at Khalifa 
General Hospital is aimed at 
expanding significant services 
to Al-Shamayatayn and neigh-
bouring districts of Taiz and Lahj 
Governorates.”

“Warm thanks to QFFD and 
UNFPA for their generous fund-
ing to alleviate the suffering of 
people,” he added. “QRCS re-
mains a key partner that has pre-
vious and ongoing contributions 
to services at health centres and 
public hospitals across Taiz.”

Dr. Abdulrahman Saleh, 
Director-General of the hospital, 
stated, “For the hospital’s man-
agement, the onset of work at 
this important centre is a long-
awaited dream come true. A lot 
was done by international and 
local partners to rehabilitate 
and furnish the hospital to serve 
more than 1.2 million people. 
With this achievement, we will 
be able to alleviate people’s suf-

fering and reduce the trouble and 
risks of travel.”

Dr. Amatulrahman Saleh, 
OB/GYN surgeon at Khalifa 
General Hospital, said, “Preg-
nant women suffer from poor 
service at the hospital. Critical 
or delayed cases bear the bur-
den of travelling to city centres, 
and they may lose their lives on 
the way. This centre will provide 
quality services for all the seek-
ers of medical help, helping to 
reduce pregnancy and childbirth 
complications.”

Dr. Hudhayfa Hazaa, the 
project’s coordinator, revealed, 

“The rehabilitation and opera-
tion of the emergency obstet-
ric care centre at the hospital 
comes in response to the appeal 
and suffering of the communi-
ty. Together with partners, we 
will keep supporting the target 
health facilities, by paying staff 
remunerations, running the 
laboratory and pharmacy, and 
providing the medical supplies 
and equipment.”

Going on since March 2021, 
the “Comprehensive Health Care 
Services for Vulnerable People” 
project has $7 million funding 
from QFFD and UNFPA. 
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