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Qatar a reliable
energy source,
says Deputy PM

Cabinet hails
Amir’s
UNGA speech
THE Cabinet has hailed the
speech delivered by His
Highness the Amir of State
of Qatar Sheikh Tamim bin
Hamad Al Thani at the opening of the 77th session of
the United Nations General
Assembly (UNGA) in New
York.
In the speech, HH the
Amir raised issues comprehensively and identified
positions clearly through
inclusive visions, ideas and
constructive proposals to
confront the challenges
and crises that afflict many
regions around the globe.
The Cabinet, chaired by
Prime Minister and Minister
of Interior HE Sheikh Khalid
bin Khalifa bin Abdulaziz Al
Thani, affirmed that HH the
Amir presented the responsibilities, duties and tasks of
the international community,
defined by the Charter of the
United Nations.
The Cabinet affirmed
that, as HH the Amir
welcomed the peoples of
the world to FIFA World
Cup Qatar, His Highness
expressed the enthusiasm
of Qatar and its people,
after having taken the
challenge twelve years ago
and working alongside the
wise leadership to host an
exceptional global tournament that reflects Qatar’s
values, authenticity, history and accomplishments.
(QNA) PAGE 2

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

Amir attends reception ceremony at
Metropolitan Museum of Art in US
HIS Highness the Amir of State of Qatar Sheikh
Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani attended a reception ceremony at the Metropolitan Museum of
Art in New York on the occasion of announcing
a new partnership with Qatar Museums.
HH the Amir toured the museum and visited
the Islamic Art Collection area, now named Qatar Hall, to view its archaeological and historic
collections, as well as its Islamic manuscripts
and artwork. HH the Amir was also briefed

during the tour on the outcome of the fruitful
cooperation between Qatar Museums and the
Metropolitan Museum of Art.
Afterwards, HH the Amir attended a luncheon banquet held on that occasion.
The ceremony was attended by Chairperson
of Qatar Museums HE Sheikha Al Mayassa bint
Hamad bin Khalifa Al Thani, members of the accompanying official delegation, ranking officials,
and guests of the reception ceremony. PAGE 16

SATYENDRA PATHAK
DOHA

QCB increases
interest rates
sion to announce that Air travel
was showing signs of recovery
after the unprecedented disruptions caused by the COVID-19 pandemic.
He, however, said that
many challenges remained that
need to be addressed as COVID-19 disrupted operations of
airlines across the world like
never before and faced unprecedented pressure.
Baker said “Not long ago,
we all came together at the
AGM to discuss the very pressing topic of resilience after
the pandemic. Going through
these unprecedented times has
allowed us in the airline industry to come together more than
ever before.” PAGE 8

THE Qatar Central Bank has
decided, as of Thursday,
September 22, to raise the
interest on deposit, lending
and repurchase. The bank’s
deposit rate (QCBDR) was
raised by 75 basis points
to 3.75 percent. Similarly,
lending rate (QCBLR) was
raised by 75 basis points to
4.50 percent. The QCB Repo
Rate was raised by 75 basis
points to 4 percent. (TNN)

Landmark Qatar
Afghan Scholarship
Project launched (PG 3)

Ministry kicks off campaign to reduce visual pollution
MERIAM JELLITI
DOHA

THE Ministry of Municipality has launched a
campaign to raise awareness to maintain the
beauty and cleanliness of the city.
The campaign aims to promote the quality of life, achieve safety standards, improve
the urban landscape of cities and public plac-

Energy poverty is
one of the issues
that needs to be
addressed. We are trying our
best to help in providing
Europe or countries in need of
energy with whatever capacity
we have.
—HE Sheikh Mohammed bin
Abdulrahman Al Thani

Qatar to suspend entry
of visitors from Nov 1

HIA expansion opening
next month: Al Baker
THE official opening of the
expansion of Hamad International Airport (HIA) will happen next month, Qatar Airways
Group Chief Executive Akbar
Al Baker said on Wednesday.
Delivering a speech on the
occasion of the first day of the
IATA World Financial Symposium (WFS) that kicked off
in Doha on Wednesday, Baker
said, “With this expansion, he
said, the capacity of HIA is expected to increase to over 58
million passengers per annum.
This expansion will ensure the
future growth of Qatar Airways
Group and the successful hosting of the 2022 FIFA World
Cup by Qatar.”
He said, “The final phase
of expansion will start early
next year and is expected to be
complete in two and half years.
With the final phase of expansion, the capacity of HIA will
increase to over 70 million passengers annually.”
Baker also took the occa-

DEPUTY Prime Minister and
Minister of Foreign Affairs HE
Sheikh Mohammed bin Abdulrahman Al Thani has reiterated that Qatar is a reliable energy source for all its partners,
based on long-term contracts.
“Qatar is a reliable source
in the field of energy. Energy
poverty is one of the issues that
needs to be addressed. We are
trying our best to help in providing Europe or countries in
need of energy with whatever
capacity we have,” Sheikh Mohammed told Bloomberg during an interview in New York
on Tuesday.
He said the current global
energy crisis is not just because
of the Russian-Ukrainian war
but that there have always been
issues that have not been prop-

erly addressed up till now.
“The energy crisis is not just
a result of the Russia-Ukraine
conflict; it goes far beyond that;
long-time under-investment
in the sector, some policies,
including bid to stop investment in hydrocarbons and the
opening of power generation
plants, and so on. But the situation in Ukraine has just made
it worse,” he added.
Regarding Iran, he said,
“Qatar believes in reviving the
nuclear deal with Iran, and
freeing our region from nuclear
weapons.”
On Afghanistan, he said,
“We are proud that we being
able to help and facilitate in
evacuating more than 80,000
Afghans. Instead of focusing
only on evacuation we need to
address the humanitarian and
economic situation in Afghanistan.”

es and reduce visual pollution.
The Ministry of Municipality, in cooperation with the Ministry of Interior
(MoI), organised an introductory meeting
on Wednesday on the prohibition of the
occupancy of roads, sidewalks and public
squares with neglected vehicles, so as to
maintain the cleanliness and beauty of the
urban landscape. PAGE 2

Visit visas to resume
from December 23
CATHERINE W GICHUKI
DOHA

THE Ministry of Interior has
decided to suspend entry of visitors to Qatar from November
1, 2022, allowing only Hayya
Card holders during the FIFA
World Cup. However, visitor
entry will resume from December 23, 2022.
Hayya Card holder will be
allowed entry to Qatar starting
from Nov 1, 2022, until Dec 23,
2022. They are allowed to stay
in the country until January 23,
2023.
The Ministry of Interior
on Wednesday announced the
measures to facilitate entry and
exit procedures to and from
the country through air, land
and marine borders during the
FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022.
“Entry of visitors to the
country is suspended effective
from November 1, 2022, and
visit visas will resume starting from December 23, 2022.
Hayya Card holders will be
allowed to enter the country starting from November
1, 2022, until December 23,
2022, and can stay in the country until January 23, 2023,”
said Brigadier Abdullah Khalifa Al Muftahm, Director of
Public Relations Department
and Head of the Media Unit,
World Cup Safety and Security
Committee.

Brigadier Al Muftah said
that Qatari citizens, residents
and GCC citizens holding a
Qatari ID card have been exempted from this decision.
Also exempted from this decision are holders of personal
recruitment visas, and work
entry permits.
Additionally, the exemption includes humanitarian cases through the airport,
based on approval from the official application platform.
“Holders of residency per-

mits can enter the country at
any time. Housemaids will also
be allowed to enter the country
during this period,” Brigadier
Abdullah said.
He further pointed out that
the Ministry of Interior calls on
all individuals to abide by the
laws and regulations issued
in this regard, and not violate
them for the success of Qatar’s
organisation and hosting of the
upcoming football event.
Continued on page 2 
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DEPUTY AMIR MEETS
AMBASSADOR OF MOLDOVA

Quick read
Amir sends greetings to Armenian
president

THE Amir His Highness Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani
sent on Wednesday a cable of congratulations to President of
Armenia Vahagn Khachaturyan on his country’s Independence
Day. (QNA)

Amir congratulates governor-general of
Belize
THE Amir His Highness Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani sent
on Wednesday a cable of congratulations to Governor-General
of Belize Froyla Tzalam on her country’s Independence Day.
(QNA)

Deputy Amir congratulates Armenian
president
THE Deputy Amir His Highness Sheikh Abdullah bin Hamad Al
Thani sent on Wednesday a cable of congratulations to President of Armenia Vahagn Khachaturyan on his country’s Independence Day. (QNA)

Deputy Amir congratulates governorgeneral of Belize
THE Deputy Amir His Highness Sheikh Abdullah bin Hamad Al
Thani sent on Wednesday a cable of congratulations to Governor-General of Belize Froyla Tzalam on her country’s Independence Day. (QNA)

PM congratulates Armenian counterpart
PRIME Minister and Minister of Interior HE Sheikh Khalid bin
Khalifa bin Abdulaziz Al Thani sent on Wednesday a cable of
congratulations to Prime Minister of Armenia Nikol Pashinyan
on his country’s Independence Day. (QNA)

PM congratulates Belizean counterpart
PRIME Minister and Minister of Interior Sheikh Khalid bin
Khalifa bin Abdulaziz Al Thani sent on Wednesday a cable of
congratulations to Prime Minister of Belize John Antonio Briceno on his country’s Independence Day. (QNA)

Qatar’s September grant distribution
to needy families in Gaza begins today
QNA
GAZA

THE Qatar Committee for Reconstruction of Gaza, in cooperation with the Qatar Fund for Development, will start to disburse
the September batch of cash assistance to the needy families in
the Gaza Strip on Thursday.
Chairman of Qatar’s Gaza
Reconstruction
Committee
HE Ambassador Mohammed
Al Emadi said that cash assistance will be provided to about
100,000 needy families in the

governorates of the Strip at a
rate of $100 per family.
He pointed out that the distribution process will be carried
out through the United Nations
and through the more than
300distribution centrers it has
identified in the governorates of
the Gaza Strip.
Qatar disburses a monthly
humanitarian grant to support
Palestinian families in the Gaza
Strip, who are suffering from
the difficult economic and living
conditions caused by the Israeli
siege.

The Deputy Amir His Highness Sheikh Abdullah bin Hamad Al Thani
met with Ambassador of Moldova Victor Tvircun, who called on HH to
greet him on the occasion of the end of his tenure in the country, at
the Amiri Diwan office on Wednesday. HH the Deputy Amir wished the
outgoing ambassador success in his future assignments and further
progress and prosperity in the relations between the two countries.
For his part, the ambassador thanked HH the Amir, HH the Deputy
Amir and the State’s officials for the cooperation he received which
contributed to the success of his work in the country. (QNA)

Specific humanitarian cases
to be exempted from entry,
exit procedures during WC
CONTINUED From Page 1
DURING the Q&A session, it
was emphasised that services
pertaining to citizens and residents will not be affected by
these procedures as holders
of personal recruitment visas
such as (domestic workers and
drivers) as well as holders of
work, entry permits were excluded from these procedures,
therefore, enabling them to enter the country and complete
their procedures.
As for what is meant by humanitarian cases excluded from
the entry and exit procedures
during the tournament, it was
clarified that an electronic platform will be launched in this re-

gard, including controls and specific humanitarian cases, such as
death, sickness and other humanitarian cases.
On the other hand, when it
comes to Hayya Card holders’
procedures, cases of overstay
beyond the January 23, 2023,
limit, will be subject to legal procedures specified by the law, and
applied in cases of violation.
Moreover,
concerning
whether or not Hayya Cards allow for multiple entries and exist
to and from the country, it was
confirmed that Hayya Card allows multiple entries to Qatar, as
well as provides its holder with a
number of advantages that were
previously announced.

Cabinet approves decision to
grant developer concession to
develop, manage industrial zone
QNA
DOHA

PRIME Minister and Minister of
Interior HE Sheikh Khalid bin
Khalifa bin Abdulaziz Al Thani
chaired the Cabinet’s regular
meeting held at the Amiri Diwan
on Wednesday.
Following the meeting, Minister of State for Cabinet Affairs
HE Mohammed bin Abdullah Al
Sulaiti said the Cabinet has approved a draft Cabinet decision
with the necessary terms and
conditions to grant the developer the concession to develop
and manage an industrial zone.
The preparation of the draft
decision is based on the provisions of Article 3 of Law No 8 of
2018 regarding industrial zones,
which stipulates that a decision issued by the Cabinet upon
the proposal of the Minister of
Commerce and Industry may
grant the developer the concession to develop and manage an
industrial zone under a concession contract in accordance with
the terms and conditions of the
decision issued by the Cabinet,
based on a proposal by the min-

Prime Minister and Minister of Interior HE Sheikh Khalid bin Khalifa bin Abdulaziz Al Thani with Cabinet
members during the Cabinet’s regular meeting at the Amiri Diwan on Wednesday.
ister.
The Cabinet also approved
decision to accede to the Convention Relating to the Distribution of Program-Carrying
Signals Transmitted by Satellite.
The Cabinet also approved
a draft memorandum of understanding for cooperation in the
field of diplomatic training and

education between the Diplomatic Institute of the Ministry
of Foreign Affairs in Qatar and
the Diplomatic Academy of the
Peruvian Javier Perez de Cuellar Diplomatic Academy of the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs in
Peru.
The Cabinet followed up the
arrangements and preparations

to host the FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 and took the appropriate decision in their regard.
The Cabinet also reviewed
the report of the group designated to study the procedures and
measures that may be taken to
support national products and
took the appropriate decision in
this regard.

Laws against random parking US Embassy celebrates National Day
of unused vehicles highlighted and 50 years of US-Qatar partnership
TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK

MERIAM JELLITI

DOHA

DOHA

A meeting was held on Wednesday to highlight
municipal laws prohibiting parking of unused vehicles on roads, sidewalks and public squares. The
introductory meeting was organised by the Ministry of Municipality, represented by Doha Municipality, in cooperation with the Ministry of Interior,
represented by the Department of Public Affairs.
Mansour Ajran Al Buainain, Director of Doha
Municipality led the meeting. He was joined by Salem Al Shafi, Director of the Municipal Control Department in Doha Municipality and Hamad Sultan
Al-Shahwani, Head of the Public Control Department in Doha Municipality.
Al Buainain said that such a meeting with representatives of communities in the State of Qatar
comes within the framework of the Ministry’s
keenness, represented by Doha Municipality, to
open new horizons for dialogue and joint work
with all members of society in order to serve the
public interest. It aspires to promote the quality
of life, achieve safety standards, improve the urban
landscape of cities and public places and reduce
visual pollution. Doha Municipality is keen to organise this meeting to announce that it is conducting a campaign to raise awareness of the need not
to occupy squares, streets and sidewalks with neglected vehicles and temporary buildings without
a licence. Such a campaign comes as part of an effort to maintain the beauty and cleanliness of the
city, and to introduce the provisions of Law No.
18 of 2017 on public hygiene, which contributes to
improving public behaviours and enhancing the
sense of responsibility among community groups.

Mansour Ajran Al Buainain noted that with the
aim of enhancing community participation, there
will be a series of other forums including various
topics. A number of representatives of communities in Qatar also attended the meeting and praised
the initiative which aims at raising awareness of
violations of municipal laws regarding the occupancy of roads, sidewalks and public squares with
trucks and neglected vehicles. Such a matter affects
the aesthetic view of the state, causes environmental damage, and hinders the work of strategic projects.
Al Buainain underlined the importance of
addressing these issues for as it aims to activate
awareness and supervisory functions by strengthening the bonds of cooperation and building bridges of constructive discussions.
Furthermore, the Director of the Municipality of Doha expressed his sincere gratitude to the
Ministry of Interior for its cooperation and support
to lead such meeting to success along with the efforts of the Municipality of Doha in general. He
also thanked the representatives of the communities residing in the Qauar for their presence and responsiveness in cooperating with the Municipality
in such awareness campaign aimed at preserving
the urban image of the city.

THE US Embassy in Doha celebrated the National Day on
Wednesday evening.
US Ambassador to Qatar HE
Timmy Davis welcomed guests
of honour HE Sheikh Mohammed bin Hamad bin Qassim Al
Abdullah Al Thani, Minister of
Commerce and Industry; HE
Ambassador Ibrahim Yousef
Fakhroo, Director of Protocol
Department at the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs; HE Ambassador Dr. Essa Al-Mannai, Director of American Affairs at the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs; and
HE Ambassador Ibrahim Yousef
Fakhroo, Director of Protocol
Department at the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs. More than 570
Qatari officials, foreign dignitaries, and business, academic and
civil society leaders gathered to
commemorate the USA’s independence.
Ambassador Davis’ speech
stressed the strength of the bilateral relationship between the
United States and Qatar over
the last 50 years, as well as the
shared values of security, prosperity, and partnership.
“The US-Qatar relationship
has thrived for over 50 years.

The US Ambassador with His Excellencies at the ceremony on Wednesday.
There are six US universities
with campuses in Doha, and
many Qataris have studied in the
United States. We have seen extraordinary growth in education
cooperation over the last decade,” said Ambassador Davis.
Hundreds of Qataris have
visited the United States as part
of the world-renowned International Visitor Leadership Program, which this year included
programs on human trafficking,
volunteerism, and women in
sports. The United States was
featured in Qatar’s 2021 Year of
Culture, which featured a year’s
worth of activities in both coun-

tries to promote trade, travel,
higher learning, and the arts.
As Qatar prepares for the Men’s
FIFA World Cup 2022, joint
training exercises and increased
information sharing are assisting in creating a safe environment for the tournament and
beyond.
Ambassador Davis also
noted, “It has been an impressive year for Qatar,” referring
to accomplishments like supporting the Afghanistan evacuation - largest airlift evacuation
in U.S. history, and the exciting
upcoming Men’s FIFA World
Cup 2022.

Nation
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Qatar under Amir’s leadership is committed
to GCC unity, affirms Shura Council speaker
QNA
DOHA

UNDER the wise leadership of
the Amir His Highness Sheikh
Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani,
Qatar has been committed to
any joint action that would essentially enrich and enhance
the unity of GCC states, Speaker of the Shura Council Hassan
bin Abdullah Al Ghanim has
affirmed.
In his speech as the head of
the Shura Council delegation
participating in the 16th periodic meeting of Heads of Shura,
Representatives, National Assembly and Parliament Councils of the Cooperation Council
for the Arab States of the Gulf
(GCC) states in Muscat, Oman,
the Shura speaker pointed out
that the indicators of this positive impact are evident within
the framework of Qatar’s preparations to host FIFA World Cup

Qatar 2022, adding that many
countries appreciated Hayya
Card - which includes entry visa
to Qatar during the tournament
as an entry visa to them.
He stressed that several
countries are currently being
exposed to natural disasters,
conflicts, wars and instability,
which pose a threat to the stability of many countries around
the globe, due to the disruption
of food, medicine and oil supply
chains or as a result of being affected by the consequences of
these disasters and wars.
He pointed out that the escalation of the Russian-Ukrainian war increases the pace of
nuclear threats and the possible
eruption of a third cosmic war.
He noted that Qatar is still
working to protect the region
against the nuclear threats and
Weapons of Mass Destruction
(WMD), adding that Islam urges all to protect humanity from

devastation and decimation,
whether through the lethal
weapons or the destruction of
the proper elements of environment.
Ghanim added the political
stability and the commitment
to the joint action within the
framework of GCC, which he
described as the backbone of
the Gulf Council, emphasising
that the council is a model for
cooperation and cohesion, and
that the political factors among

the council’s members are driving and guiding tools toward
achieving mutual goals.
“The reason behind the optimism for the success of these
endeavours comes from the fact
that there is no homogeneous
regional group in any part of
the world that has the elements
and factors of integration and
unity more than GCC states, as
they share belief, language, mutual history, social homogeneity, geographical unity, as well

as the similarity of economic
and political systems,” Ghanim
added.
He said the projects of integration and economic unity
still need commitment and
unwavering action as the year
2025 approaches, in which
Qatar aspires to finalise the
studies and projects in pursuit
of attaining economic unity
among GCC states.
The meeting reviewed the
report of Chairperson of the
15th meeting of Heads of Shura, Representatives, National
Assembly, and Parliament
Councils of the Cooperation
Council for the Arab States of
the Gulf (GCC) states, in addition to discussing a wide range
of topics pertaining to the
joint Gulf action, including the
Gulf-European Parliamentary
Committee, cooperation with
Latin America Parliaments, as
well as the submission of the

final recommendations of the
gulf joint seminars to the Supreme Council of GCC states.
In his inaugural speech,
the speaker of Shura Council
thanked the government and
people of Oman, under the wise
leadership of His Majesty Sultan Haitham bin Tariq for hosting the meeting.
He also thanked the Shura
Council of Saudi Arabia for
presiding over the 15th session
of Presidents of GCC Legislative Councils and for exerting all possible efforts for the
success of the meeting despite
the current regional circumstances with the spread of
COVID-19 pandemic, and the
ensuing negative consequences imposed on the previous
meetings which has to be held
virtually.
He called the attendees to
convene the next meeting in
Doha.

Online green events tool to help
fight greenhouse gas emissions
TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

QRCS provides hearing
aid for children in Gaza
TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

ELEVEN-MONTH old Ayesh and his
mother smiled and looked optimistic as
the baby had hearing aids placed for him
for the first time at Emaar Association
for Development and Rehabilitation in
northern Gaza.
This intervention, the mother said,
would put an end to her worries since she
was informed of her son’s severe hearing
loss as he was vaccinated at a primary
care clinic of the United Nations Relief
and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East (UNRWA).
“I am hopeful and confident that the
next stage of rehabilitation and followup will help my son to have a normal
childhood with good communication and
language development,” she said.
This intervention is part of a project
of early detection and intervention for
hearing impairment among newborns
in Gaza, carried out by Qatar Red Crescent Society (QRCS) in cooperation with
Atfaluna Society for Deaf Children and
Emaar Association for Development
and Rehabilitation, with a total cost of
$378,000.
Dr Akram Nassar, head of QRCS’ representation office in Gaza, emphasized
the importance of providing hearing aids
for newborn children under this project,

which supports Palestine’s Ministry of
Health (MOH) and UNRWA in ensuring
better services for those diagnosed with
congenital hearing problems.
He explained, “This project is one of
QRCS’ priorities to provide a full package of quality services that include (1)
early hearing tests for newborn children
at MOH and UNRWA primary care centers, (2) a total of 4,242 advanced hearing
tests for the diagnosed children at Atfaluna and Emaar, (3) provision of 466
hearing aids for 233 boys and girls, and
(4) awareness and rehabilitation programmes and home visits for the beneficiaries and their families”.
QRCS had completed a project to furnish 10 audiometry units at MOH and
UNRWA primary care centres, at a total
cost of $269,120, which secured early
hearing tests for 6,500 children.

EVENTS, irrespective of their size, are
a significant source of greenhouse gas
(GHG) emissions and sustainability
impacts. With an aim to facilitate ecofriendly events and designed to evaluate events’ sustainability performance,
the Gulf Organisation for Research &
Development (GORD), the United
Nations Framework Convention on
Climate Change (UNFCCC) secretariat and United Nations Environment
Programme (UNEP) have developed
an online Green Events Tool (GET).
This platform was first introduced
at the United Nations Climate Change
Conference (COP26) in Glasgow,
Scotland in 2021.
The GET’s online portal was unveiled in a virtual ceremony marked
by the presence of over 500 attendees, including senior representatives
from GORD, the UNFCCC secretariat
and UNEP. Dignitaries speaking at
the event included Dr Yousef Alhorr,
founding chairman of GORD; Isabella
Marras, senior programme officer Interagency Affairs, UNEP; and Connor
Barry, manager, Engagement sub-division, UNFCCC secretariat.
Addressing the audience attending
the launch event, Dr Alhorr said, “Last
year at COP26, we together introduced
this forward-looking solution to the
world. As COP27 draws closer, we are
proud to deliver on our promise and
offer an end-to-end solution aimed at
greening the events globally. Between
COP26 and now, GET has undergone
extensive road testing from various organizations and event organizers.
“The fact that the portal is ready
in less than a year after initial introduction is a testament to the stakeholders’ dedication and commitment
to climate action and sustainability.
GET’s web portal has been developed
through a highly process-centric and
transparent approach. And while its
planning and development has taken years of research and hard work,
GET’s intrinsic value lies in simplifying the arduous processes needed to

evaluate and improve events’ sustainability profiles.”
With the GET online portal now
accessible to the public, organisations
can work towards their climate mitigation targets by greening their events.
The platform helps event organisers systematically evaluate the GHG
emission profile and sustainability
impacts of the proposed event at planning stage, to design mitigation activities, and to transparently report the
actual sustainability impact and GHG
emissions resulting from their events.
Events supported by the GET go
through a comprehensive assessment
framework covering aspects related to
venue construction, venue operation,
flight, ground transportation, communication, audio-visual systems,
production and exhibition, accommodation and catering.
Barry from UNFCCC said, “Born
as a project to help the UN system
plan and deliver more sustainable
events, the Green Events Tool evolved
to become an instrument available to
all interested stakeholders globally.
We hope that it will contribute to reducing the impact of the events we
all deliver, and look forward to users’
feedback to keep improving it and expanding it.”
Marras of UNEP said, “The UN
system has a firm commitment to reduce its climate and environmental

footprint and to align with the UNFCCC recommendations to limit Global
Warming to 1.5 degrees. Events are a
key part of how the UN operates and
delivers on its mandates. For this reason, the GET is a vital tool to assist
the UN system in meeting its commitments and reporting responsibilities.
“Beyond increasing environment
sustainability, encouraging the use of
virtual or hybrid events has the added
benefits of increasing inclusiveness,
accessibility and gender equality. We
are excited this tool is now available
for organisations in the UN system
and beyond.”
The core purpose of the GET is
to encourage actions to reduce the
negative impacts of events, including
their carbon footprint, at the planning and implementation stages. This
is achieved by documenting activities
that impact sustainability aspects and
GHG emissions, and the calculation
of GHG emissions (carbon footprint).
It also allows for transparent reporting of the calculated carbon footprint
and actions to address sustainability; third-party verification process
(optional but encouraged) to receive
a sustainability rating; and recommending the use of high-quality carbon credits to compensate for unavoidable GHG emissions.
The Green Events Tool is accessible online at greeneventstool.com

Landmark Qatar Afghan Scholarship Project launched
to support Afghan refugee access to higher education
TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
NEW YORK CITY

EDUCATION Above All (EAA),
The Afghan Future Fund (AFF),
Schmidt Futures, the Yalda
Hakim Foundation, the Qatar
Fund For Development (QFFD),
Rockefeller Philanthropy Advisors and the Institute of International Education (IIE) have
announced the launch of the Qatar Afghan Scholarship Project
(QASP). QASP is welcoming its
first cohort of 250 displaced Afghan students to US colleges and
universities for the 2022-2023
academic year.
Thanks to QASP, the students now have the opportunity
to continue their studies on full
scholarships at more than 40
colleges and universities in more
than 17 states, including Rutgers
University, Bard College and
the University of Texas at Austin, among others. The students
will be coming to the US from a

number of countries where they
were forced to seek refuge last
year, including, northern Iraq,
Kyrgyzstan and Albania. They
will be enrolled in degree programmes in the arts, business,
sciences, humanities and the social sciences.
The programme is particularly powerful considering the
context, the scale of impact and
the focus on empowering female
Afghan students. Two hundred
and fifty Afghan students, split
equally among women and men,
are being welcomed to US institutions to continue their education, grow their network, and
explore new opportunities. It has
been a year since these and other
Afghan students left their home
country, and QASP’s first cohort
is just the beginning of this work.
The project aims to welcome additional students in future academic terms.
According to the United
Nations High Commissioner

on Refugees, only 5 percent of
refugees have access to higher
education, far below the global
average of approximately 40 percent. QASP is the embodiment
of our commitment to UNHCR’s
“15by30” target, which aims to
ensure that 15 percent of young
refugee women and men can access higher education by 2030.
This landmark scholarship combines the passion,
resources, and networks of di-

verse global education advocates and organisations who are
united in their commitment to
give Afghan refugee students a
chance to complete their higher
education. The Qatar Fund for
Development works to achieve
inclusive and sustainable development through their Qatar
Scholarship Programme. Education Above All has a long history of providing scholarships
for some of the world’s most

marginalised
post-secondary
students, as well as advocating for access to learning and
education protection in times of
conflict and unrest. The Afghan
Future Fund, which began with
a partnership between Schmidt
Futures and the Yalda Hakim
Foundation, has grown from
its initial mission to provide
safety and security to displaced
Afghan students and has scaled
to empower Afghan students to
achieve their full potential.
The Institute for International Education (IIE), which
oversees multiple leading international scholarship programmes, as well as students
and scholar rescue initiatives,
will serve as the administrator
of this scholarship programme,
alongside ongoing support from
the founding partners and U.S.
institutions. Working across
borders, the QASP partners
demonstrate the power of collective action to create an effec-

tive, global initiative rooted in
their mutual belief that access
to education is essential and
lifesaving.
EAA CEO Fahad Al Sulaiti
added, “Ensuring that that young
people, including the youth of
Afghanistan, are able to continue their education despite all
challenges is a top priority for
us at EAA, because education is
the key to ensuring a stable and
thriving future. We look forward to continued work with our
partners on finding pathways to
higher education for the most
marginalized students.”
Khalifa bin Jassem Al-Kuwari, Director General of QFFD
added, “This programme is one
of many programmes that we are
either implementing or finish in
the education sector to support
the Afghan people. This project
will support the Afghan students
now and builds a foundation for
greater prosperity of the country
in the years to come.”
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Arab Labour meet
appreciates Qatar
for its reforms on
worker conditions
TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
CAIRO

THE final statement of the 48th
Arab Labour Conference commended the labour reforms
brought in by the State of Qatar
to protect and improve workers’ conditions and guarantee
their rights. It lauded the large
-scale legislative and technological developments as well.
The final statement of the
Arab Labour Conference was
endorsed by representatives
of the delegations of the three
labour parties, “governments,
employers, and workers”, at
the final session held in Cairo
on Wednesday.
The Arab Labour Conference stressed that organising
the World Cup in Qatar, which
can be named “the Arab World
Cup” is a cause for pride for the
entire Arab world. It wished
for Qatar’s success in hosting
World Cup 2022.
The Arab labour ministers,
representatives of trade unions
and representatives of employers “participating in the Arab
Labour Conference” valued
the efforts made by the State of
Qatar over the past years to improve the conditions of workers
in Qatar by adopting a series of
laws, regulations and legislation that would protect workers
and strike a balance between
production parties.
Fayez Al-Mutairi, DirectorGeneral of the Arab Labour Organisation, congratulated the
State of Qatar on hosting FIFA
World Cup 2022, and also congratulated Egypt for hosting
the Climate Change Conference
2022 (COP 27) thanking the
participating delegations for
re-granting and renewing their
confidence in him for another
term as Director-General of the
Conference.
The activities of the Arab
Labour Conference concluded

with the participation of a highlevel delegation from the State
of Qatar headed by HE Dr. Ali
bin Samikh Al Marri, Minister
of Labour, and with the participation of 21 Arab countries.
In the final statement, the
conference recommended the
development of digital strategies in the Arab world, through
the establishment of an infrastructure that conforms to
digital transformations, the
creation of highly professional
training on digital jobs, as well
as the creation of scientific research institutions that keep
pace with the rapid technological developments, the mapping
of marketing policy to keep
pace with the digital transformation, and the formulation
of implementable initiatives,
in parallel with applying an
effective system to improve
the quality of production and
raise its rates, as well as adopting ambitious plans to hone
the digital talents in the Arab
world, create thinking and creative generations, as well as to
provide training programs to
promote the spirit of innovation, in a way that contributes
to providing a workforce that
can deal with modern digital
transformations.
The conference recommended setting up programmes for raising the efficiency of the workforce in a
way that contributes to raising
capabilities and skills in line
with international changes.
In addition, working to diversify sources of financing,
stimulating investment in the
field of digital technology, and
working to ease trade restrictions regarding goods and
services, facilitating the movement of workers between Arab
countries, activating joint Arab
agreements on labour, as well
as paying attention to cyber security.

QATAR, MOROCCO SIGN PACT
ON SHARING INFO ON FIFA
WORLD CUP QATAR 2022

MoCI recalls 2021-22
GMC Yukon models
TNN
DOHA

Qatar and Morocco have signed a joint declaration on sharing
information concerning FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022. The joint
declaration was signed by Head of the FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022
Safety and Security Operations Committee, Brigadier Ibrahim
Khalil Al Mohannadi, on behalf of Qatar and Ambassador of Morocco to Qatar Mohamed Setri on behalf Morocco. (QNA)

THE Ministry of Commerce
and Industry, in collaboration
with Mannai Trading Company
W.L.L., Qatar’s GMC dealership, has announced the recall of GMC Yukon 2021-2022
models due to a possible defect
in the third-row seat belt buckles, which could affect their
proper function.
Ministry recalls MercedesBenz AMG GT, CLS, and E
Class, 2018, 2019, 2020, and
2022 models
The Ministry of Commerce and Industry, in collaboration with Nasser Bin
Khaled Automobiles, Qatar’s
Mercedes-Benz
dealership,
has announced the recall of
Mercedes-Benz AMG GT, CLS,
and E Class models from 2018,
2019, 2020, and 2022, because
the method of tightening the
transmission wires may not be
directed according to factory
specifications, potentially re-

sulting in electrical contact.
The recall campaign, according to the Ministry, is part
of its ongoing efforts to protect
consumers and ensure that car
dealers follow up on vehicle defects and repairs.
The ministry stated that
it will work with the dealer to
track maintenance and repair
work and will communicate
with customers to ensure that
necessary repairs are made.
The ministry urged all customers to report any violations
to its Consumer Protection
and Anti-Commercial Fraud
Department, which processes
complaints, inquires and suggestions through the following
channels: - Call Centre: 16001Email: info@moci.gov.qa- The
Ministry of Commerce and Industry’s social media accounts:
Twitter @MOCIQATAR
Instagram MOCIQATAR
The Ministry of Commerce
and Industry’s mobile application available on iPhone and
Android devices MOCI_QATAR

Radio Malayalam 98.6 kicks off 5th anniversary celebrations
TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

QATAR’S first private radio
station, Radio Malayalam 98.6
FM, which started broadcasting on 31st October 2017,
launched its fifth-anniversary
celebrations recently.
Azamat Namatov, the Commercial Attaché from the Embassy of Kazakhstan in Qatar,
inaugurated the campaign in a
ceremony held at Al Sharq Village - Ritz Carlton Hotel, Doha.
ICBF President Vinod Nair,
ICC President P.N. Baburaj,
Vice President Subramanya
Hebbagilu, QFM Vice Chairman Saud Al Kuwari, KBF General Secretary Nihad Ali, KEC
President Sharif Chirakal, and
others felicitated the function
and highlighted the achievements of Radio Malayalam.

Azamat Namatov, the Commercial Attaché from the Embassy of Kazakhstan in Qatar, inaugurates the fifth
anniversary celebrations of Radio Malayalam 98.6 FM. Vinod Nair (president, ICBF), P.N. Baburaj (president,
ICC), Subramanya Hebbagilu (vice president, ICC), KC Abdul Latheef (vice chairman, QFM Radio Network), and
Anvar Hussain (CEO, QFM Radio Network) are also seen.
KC Abdul Latheef, the Vice
Chairman of the QFM Radio
Network, presided over the
function. Anvar Hussain, the
CEO, delivered the introductory speech, and Noufal Abdurahman, the Marketing Manager,
delivered the vote of thanks.
The event also announced

prizes worth over 150,000 riyals for radio listeners including
free foreign travel, adventure
trip, resort stays in India and
Qatar, iPhones, smartphones,
island trips, and hangouts.
Malayalam Radio’s longtime partners including Lulu
Group International, Naseem

Healthcare, Malabar Gold &
Diamonds, Zaitoon Restaurants, Truth Group, Good Will
Cargo, Raheep Media, etc. were
honoured with the ‘Star Partner’
status. Prominent entrepreneurs and senior managers from
various businesses and sponsors
also attended the event.

Nation
Amir’s UNGA speech affirms Qatar’s focus
on dialogue and peace, says Turkish envoy
ASHRAF SIDDIQUI
DOHA

THE speech of the Amir His
Highness Sheikh Tamim bin
Hamad Al Thani at the United
Nations General Assembly is
an affirmation of Qatar’s position calling for dialogue and
peace in the region and the
world, Ambassador of the Republic of Türkiye to Qatar HE
Dr. Mustafa Göksu has said.
Ambassador
Göksu
stressed the consensus of visions of the two countries as
seen in the call for dialogue
and peaceful resolution of conflicts.
“The realities of our world
today depict a bleak image of
the future of humanity, but we
believe in dialogue, joint action, and an attempt by each

HE Dr. Mustafa Goksu
party to understand the other
by putting oneself in someone
else’s position in order to see
things from the perspective of
that other party,” he noted.
The envoy praised the reiteration of the position by His

Highness the Amir of Qatar on
the Palestinian issue, and his
call for resolving the escalating crises in Libya, Yemen and
Syria.
Göksu expressed happiness
that the Amir of Qatar welcomed everyone to attend the
2022 FIFA World Cup as the
first World Cup to be held in an
Arab and Muslim country and
for the first time in the Middle
East in general.
Stressing that Turkey is
closely following the process
of organising the 2022 FIFA
World Cup to be held in Qatar,
he said, “We in Turkey are putting all our capabilities in front
of our brothers in Qatar, and
are ready to help in any way
possible, and I am confident
that Qatar will organise an exceptional tournament.”

Qatar University celebrates
Int’l Day of University Sport

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

THE Department of Sports Affairs at Qatar University (QU),
in cooperation with the Qatar
University Sports Federation,
marked the International Day of
University Sport under the slogan
‘Discover Your Sport’. The aim of
the exercise was to expand the
students’ horizons in choosing
the appropriate sport for them
through practice.
The event was attended by
Dr. Hassan Rashid Al-Derham,
President of Qatar University, Dr.
Ibrahim Al-Nuaimi, President
of the Qatar University Sports
Federation, Dr. Iman Mustafawi,
Vice President for Student Affairs, Dr. Mohamed Diab, Assistant Vice President for Student
Affairs, and Ms. Asma Al-Nuaimi, Director of the University’s
Sports Affairs Department, and
many university affiliates, including professors, employees, and
students of the university participated in this event.
The event included a number of activities, including a tour
around the sports and events
complex track, and a visit to the
group’s sports facilities, such as
tennis and squash courts and the
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QF Earthna’s Qatar National
Dialogue on Climate Change
focuses on holistic approach
to climate change solutions
TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

THE second day of the Qatar
National Dialogue on Climate
Change 2022, held by Qatar
Foundation’s (QF) Earthna
Center for a Sustainable Future, focused on the role that
academia and research can
play in supporting policymaking in the field of sustainability.
Panelists also discussed
the need for multisectoral collaboration in identifying sustainable solutions for sectors
such as transport, industry and
urban design. The importance
of innovative climate financing
solutions, and capacity building to develop measurement
reporting and validation mechanisms in global dialogues and
negotiations, were also highlighted in presentations and
panels.
Speaking after the event,
Dr Gonzalo Castro de la Mata,
executive director of Earthna,
said: “We are incredibly grateful for the valuable contributions of all Qatar National
Dialogue on Climate Change
participants over the past two
days.
“Through engaging discussions and thought-provoking
presentations, we have identified tangible actions which
will benefit Qatar’s climate
change adaptation and miti-

gation efforts. We would also
like to thank our co-hosts, the
Ministry of Environment and
Climate Change; our partners,
the Al-Attiyah Foundation; and
sponsors Qatar Shell, HSBC and
Qatar Free Zones Authority, for
their support.”
The first of three sessions
highlighted emerging research
and findings on Qatar’s climate,
with researchers, representatives from international organizations, and academic scholars
sharing global insights and data
to inform the country’s climate
change mitigation efforts. The
session focused on the need for
collaboration between government, academia, and industry
to reach creative solutions for
reducing carbon emissions.
Session two opened with
presentations on the need for
financial regulations that promote sustainable practices,

and ways to mobilize financing
towards solutions and investments that can help meet climate challenges in Qatar. In
a follow-up panel discussion,
participants highlighted the
latest approaches to climate finance, with a focus on the use
of sustainability bonds, while
also emphasizing the role of the
capital markets and regulation
in supporting sustainability initiatives.
The final session featured
presentations and discussions
on measurement, reporting, and
verification frameworks that
can support the widespread
adoption and implementation
of climate change initiatives
and projects in Qatar. The session included insights about
the need to support developing countries in building their
capacity to fight climate change
and collect reliable data.

QRDI set to host webinar on corporate
innovation models for business growth
TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

Dr. Hassan plays table tennis

Dr. Ibrahim bin Saleh Al Nuaimi

gym. In addition, the students
participated in discovering their
sports talents by playing basketball, volleyball, and football
matches and other sports.
In his statement, Dr. Hassan
Rashid Al-Derham, President
of Qatar University, said: “More
than 28,000 students attend
Qatar University, and this is the
biggest youth gathering in Qatar. It’s crucial for this age group
to practice sports on a regular
basis. Due to its infrastructure
in the field of sports and the expansion of its organisational
structures, the university has access to renowned and qualified
sports coaches, and it constantly
works to foster a culture of sports
among its faculty, staff, and stu-

dents.”
“We are happy to celebrate
the International Day of University Sports with a large participation of higher education institutions, universities, colleges, and
stakeholders as our promising
federation launches its first
sporting events and community
activities,” said Dr. Ibrahim bin
Saleh Al Nuaimi, President of
the Qatar University Sports Association. This is consistent with
our critical goal of promoting
sports and physical activities in
higher education institutions in
accordance with international
standards, as it raises student
and community awareness of the
concept of sport and its positive
impact on individual health.”

QATAR Research, Development and Innovation Council
(QRDI) will host a webinar
on ‘Corporate Innovation as
a Competitive Tool: Is Open
Innovation an effective form
of Corporate Innovation?’ on
Monday, September 26, at
4pm Doha time.
As part of QRDI’s ‘Spotlight On’ series, the webinar
will feature several distinguished panellists to discuss
how companies use various
Corporate Innovation Models,
including Open Innovation to
accelerate business growth.
Participants will gain dedicated insights into Open Innovation and its role in promoting collaboration between
internal and external players,
offering opportunities to leverage external knowledge and

Sidra Medicine publishes futuristic
study on paediatric cancer tumors
TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

RESEARCHERS from Human Immunology, in collaboration with the Anatomic
Pathology and Oncology Divisions at Sidra Medicine, have
published a ground-breaking
study on paediatric cancer tumors.
The study analysed the
relationship between tumor
cells and immune cells and
the impact of anti-tumor immune responses related to
the survival of young cancer
patients. It was led by Shimaa
Sherif (first author) as part of
her PhD thesis, who was supervised by Dr Wouter Hendrickx and Dr Davide Bedognetti from Sidra Medicine
and Dr Borbala Mifsud from
Hamad Bin Khalifa University.
Shimaa Sherif said: “Little
is known regarding the importance of immune cells within
tumors in children. In fact, despite therapeutic progresses in
cancer treatment, it is still the
first cause of death by disease
in children. Cancer immunotherapy, a therapeutic strategy
that unleashes our immune
system to fight against cancer
cells, has revolutionized the
treatment of solid tumors in
adults but pediatric tumors
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Dr Davide Bedegnetti, PhD student Shimaa and Dr Wouter
are in general resistant to this
approach.”
“Tumors are classified either as solid tumors, like those
that originate in the kidney
or in the bone, and liquid tumors, such as leukemia. The
study focused on solid tumors
in children. For the first time,
we were able to demonstrate
that solid pediatric cancers
can be classified according to
their immunologic compositions. We also identified some
specific subtypes that might
benefit from immunotherapeutic treatment approaches,”
Sherif continued.
Using the advanced gene
expression analysis skills
available at Sidra Medicine’s
research branch, the team
implemented methods and

algorithms to quantify antitumor immune responses.
Gene expression analysis, is a
technique that allows to quantify the expression of approximately 20,000 genes in a single tumor biopsy. These genes
are then analysed to quantify
the intensity of immune reactions.
The study found that:
1)
Paediatric solid tumors can be divided into six
different types according to
their immunological parameters, called “immune subtypes”.
2) Different immune
subtypes are associated with
distinct risk of death.
Dr Wouter Hendrix,
Principal Investigator from
Sidra Medicine’s Laboratory

of Paediatric Cancer Omics
who was the leading senior
author of the study, said: “In
solid tumors, the study demonstrated that the presence
and function of immune cells
(also called the immune contexture) firstly predicts the
risk of relapse and death and
secondly, it identifies a subgroup of patients that might
benefit from immunotherapy.
Our study also suggests that
the quantification of the immune cells and their function
in the tumor could be used as
an advanced diagnostics tool
to estimate the risk of relapse
and death and therefore to
guide treatment choice. It is
taking a precision medicine
approach to pediatric cancer
treatment.”
Dr Davide Bedognetti,
Executive Director of the
Translational Medicine Department, and Director of
the Human Immunology Division, who is leading Sidra
Medicine’s cancer immunology research, said: “This is a
timely research particularly
coming out to coincide with
Childhood Cancer Awareness
Month which falls every year
in September and highlights
Sidra Medicine’s continuing commitment to precision
medicine and cancer research.”

Mariano Amartino, Microsoft
Startups Director for Americas
research and development,
and contributing to Qatar’s
economy. Panellists will also
detail QRDI’s function in supporting businesses to adopt
Open Innovation in their operations.

The webinar will be moderated by Rachel Chalmers,
managing director of Corporate Innovation at Alchemist
Accelerator – a QRDI partner
and top-ranked Silicon Valley
thought leader and connector of leading enterprises with
early-stage businesses.
Panellists include Haya Al
Ghanim, director of Innovation Programmes at the QRDI
Council; Kamran Siddiqui,
senior director of Strategy at
Ooredoo Qatar; and Mariano
Amartino, Microsoft Startups
Director for Americas.
QRDI’s ‘Spotlight On’ series continually highlights the
successes, opportunities and
transformations in the local
and global research, development and innovation ecosystems. The series is aligned with
the mission of the QRDI Strategy 2030 to establish Qatar as
a global hub for innovation.
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Iran’s president Raisi
says he’s serious about
reviving nuclear deal

DPA
TEHRAN

AGENCIES
IRAN’S
president
said
Wednesday his country was
serious about reviving a deal
to put curbs on its nuclear program but questioned whether
it could trust America’s commitment to any eventual accord.
In 2018, former US President Donald Trump withdrew
from a deal brokered by the
Obama administration. That
has led Tehran to abandon
over time every limitation the
accord imposed on its nuclear
enrichment.
Ebrahim Raisi addressed
the U.N. General Assembly as
talks to revive the nuclear deal
approached a take-it-or-leaveit moment.
“Our wish is only one
thing: observance of commitments,” Raisi said, noting it
was the US that pulled out of
the accord.
He asked whether Iran can
“truly trust without guarantees
and assurances” that the US
will live up to its commitments
this time.
European Union officials
have warned the window for
securing a deal is about to
close. The 2015 agreement
placed curbs on Iran’s nuclear
program in exchange for billions of dollars in sanctions
relief, which Tehran insists it
has never received.
“America trampled upon
the nuclear accord,” said Raisi,
who was sworn in as president
only a year ago. His speech
marks the first time he has
taken the podium at the U.N.
in his role as president. Last
year, he delivered remarks to
the assembly virtually due to
COVID-19 restrictions.
He also blasted what he
said was lopsided scrutiny of
Iran’s nuclear activities while
other nations’ nuclear programs remain secret, a reference to Israel.
Wearing a traditional
black turban identified with
Shiite clerics, Raisi also told

Six dead as unrest
spreads in Iran
after woman’s
death in lockup

Iranian President Ebrahim Raisi in New York on Wednesday. (AFP)
the gathered leaders that Iran
wants to have “extensive relations with all our neighbors”
— an apparent reference to foe
Saudi Arabia and other Arab
countries in the region.
Saudi Arabia and Iran have
held a number of direct talks
since US President Joe Biden
took office, though tensions
remain high between the two.
Meanwhile, the United Arab
Emirates recent reopened its
embassy in Tehran and sent
an ambassador there.
Raisi also deplored sanctions imposed on Iran, calling
them a “punishment on the
people of Iran.”
Western sanctions have
eaten away at Iran’s reserves
and exacerbated inflation in

the country, which hit 40% last
year. Over the summer, Iran’s
currency hit its lowest level
ever against the US dollar.
Raisi’s speech comes a politically sensitive time in Iran.
Protesters have clashed with
police in recent days in cities
across the country, including
the capital, over the death of
a 22-year-old woman who was
being held by the morality police for allegedly violating the
Islamic Republic’s strictly-enforced dress code.
Raisi has offered condolences to the woman’s family
and promised an investigation,
while other Iranian officials
have accused unnamed foreign countries of seizing on
the incident to foment unrest.

Her death has ignited longsimmering anger among many
Iranians, particularly young
people, at the country’s ruling
clerics.
Raisi, who was elected
last year in a vote that saw
low turnout and several candidates disqualified, has been
described as a protege of Iran’s
Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali
Khamenei.
In 2019, Raisi was sanctioned by the United States in
part over his involvement in
the mass execution of thousands of political prisoners
in 1988, a little over a decade
after the 1979 Islamic Revolution overthrew the country’s
shah and ushered in its current theocratic-led system.

Flood misery

THOUSANDS of people took
to the streets of Iran again
on Wednesday to protest
the death of Mahsa Amini, a
young woman who was arrested by morality police
because her outfit did not
adhere to the country’s standards for women’s attire.
At least six people have
been killed during the nationwide protests, according to
Iranian media. Among them
were reportedly one police officer and five participants.
People poured into the
streets in several cities, chanting anti-government slogans
and what has become a common refrain: “We’re fighting.
We’re dying. We’re going to
get Iran back.” Even in the
conservative city and Shiite
pilgrimage centre of Qom,
young people demonstrated
against the Islamic dress
code. The Fars news agency
reported multiple detentions.
Protests also reportedly
took place on the usually sedate Gulf holiday island of
Kish. Unverified videos on
social media showed demonstrators beating security forces and women setting their
headscarves on fire.
The governor of the Iranian province of Kurdistan
reported three dead demonstrators on Tuesday. In
Kermanshah in central Iran,
two people died under “suspicious” circumstances. In both
cases, however, the authorities said security forces had
nothing to do with the deaths.
The protests were sparked
by the death of Amini, a
22-year-old Iranian woman
from the Kurdish minority.
She was arrested September
13 because of her “un-Islamic” appearance and taken to
a police station. According to
police, she developed heart
problems there and later died.
After her death, the hospital where she was treated
wrote on a now-deleted post
on Instagram that Amini was
already brain dead when she
was admitted.

Critics accuse the police of
using violence against Amini,
an allegation the police firmly
deny.
Iran’s strict interpretation
of the Koran requires women
to cover their hair and almost
all skin, except their faces.
Whatever the truth, her
death has unleashed a wave
of rage against the country’s
theocratic government, with
some calling for open revolution and many others simply
tired of the government intruding into their personal
lives.
Voices were increasingly
calling for the strict dress
code to be relaxed and for the
government to change course.
“A law that the majority of
society does not follow must
be revised,” said former mayor of Tehran, Gholam Hossein Karbaschi.
Former president Mohammad Khatami expressed
criticism, as did the grandson
of the architect of the 1979 Islamic Revolution, Ayatollah
Ruhollah Khomeini.
The conservative newspaper Kayhan, however, accused the reformers of using
Amini’s death for political
purposes.
Iran has had strict dress
codes since the revolution.
In the big cities in particular,
many women now see the
rules as rather relaxed and,
for example, only wear their
headscarves on the back of
their heads - to the annoyance
of ultra-conservative politicians. Religious hardliners in
parliament have been trying
for months to have Islamic
laws applied more strictly.
Several people gathered
in front of the Iranian consulate in Istanbul on Wednesday. Demonstrators carried
pictures of Amini and banners, one of which asked in
Turkish: “What was she guilty
of?” “The morality police is a
nightmare for all women ...
you can go to court because of
not wearing the hijab correctly,” said one of the protestors
who identified Pantea H. She
told dpa she left Iran a year
ago due to the issue.

3 killed in
blast inside Pakistan pleads for help as six Two people killed as
a restaurant more die of disease after floods chopper crashes in
in Kabul
southwestern Turkey
DPA

DPA

ISLAMABAD

AT least three civilians were
killed in an explosion in the Afghan capital Kabul, security officials said on Wednesday.
Another 13 people were
wounded in the blast that happened inside a restaurant in police district 3 of the city, police
spokesman Khalid Zadran said.
Zadran added that the Taliban security forces were investigating the incident to discover
the explosion’s cause.
Initially,
local
sources
claimed that the blast happened
during lunchtime as the restaurant was occupied mostly by
the employees of the country’s
power utility company which is
located near the blast site. ProTaliban media reported it was
due to a gas cylinder leakage.
The electricity company is
headed and controlled by Taliban officials.
Following the Taliban’s return to power last year, deadly
bombings, often claimed by
Islamic State, have become frequent. The targets are mostly
religious minorities, as well as
Taliban officials.
Earlier this month, an Islamic State suicide bomber detonated himself among a crowd
of Afghans gathered in front of
Russia’s Kabul embassy which
is located near the site of today’s
blast, killing six including two
Russian diplomats. Several others were wounded.
The country remains isolated from the West due to the
Taliban’s tough policies against
women and their lack of focus
on human rights .

ISLAMABAD

PAKISTANI
leaders
on
Wednesday urged the world
to deliver on humanitarian aid
promises as six more people
died of water-borne diseases after catastrophic floods that had
submerged a third of the South
Asian country.
“We need help. We need
food for children and medicines,” Pakistan’s Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif said during visit to New York to attend
the United Nations General Assembly session.

In the capital Islamabad,
junior Finance Minister Aisha
Ghaus Pasha said the world
should speed up the delivery
of aid to prevent hunger and
death. The pleas came as the
death toll from the diseases
like cholera, diarrhoea, skin allergies, malaria, dengue fever
and dysentery reached 324 on
Wednesday, according to the
official statistics.
This number is above 1,569
deaths that had been caused by
floods that were triggered by record monsoon rains that hit the
country from mid-June.
More than 2.7 million

people fell ill in the southern
province of Sindh where large
swathes of land remained under
water for a third month, according to the provincial health department.
Around half a million children are among the people facing diseases and shortage of
food and medicines, according
to Mohamed Bilal of the al-Khidmat charity that works in the
region. More than 100 flights
carrying relief goods including
food and medicines have landed
in Pakistan so far, but humanitarian groups said much more
was needed.

DPA
ISTANBUL

AT least two people were killed
and five others were wounded
after a helicopter crashed in
Turkey’s southwestern city of
Denizli on Wednesday, the Interior Ministry said.
The firefighting helicopter
fell in Denizli’s Çardak district
with five Turkish and two Russian nationals on board, the
ministry said on Twitter.

It shared footage of rescue
teams working to reach the helicopter crew.
The nationalities of the deceased and the reasons for the
crash were not immediately
clear. Earlier on Wednesday, a
wildfire broke out in the province of Mugla, some 300 kilometres south-west of the helicopter crash site.
It was not immediately clear
if the helicopter was on its way
to Mugla or to another mission.

Kazakh leader calls snap presidential poll
AGENCIES

Kazakhstan’s President Kassym-Jomart Tokayev in New York on
Tuesday. (AFP)

KAZAKHSTAN’S President
Kassym-Jomart Tokayev has
called an early presidential
election for November 20, according to a decree published
by his office.
News of the vote which
was announced on Wednesday, which Tokayev is likely
to win, will cut his current
term but will give him a
longer second term after a
recent constitutional reform
in the oil-rich Central Asian
nation changed it to seven
years from five.
Experts say holding an
early election minimises risks
from a potential deterioration
of the economy and loss of
public support amid geopolitical turbulence in the broader
post-Soviet region.

The announcement gives
Tokayev a head start after
he implemented a series of
reforms, including a minimum wage increase and other
handouts.
Earlier this month, Tokayev announced a 17 percent
minimum wage increase and
said he planned to allocate
half of the National Fund investment income to personal
accounts of those below 18
years of age which they will be
able to use to pay for tuition
or to buy homes.
Tokayev parted ways with
his predecessor Nursultan
Nazarbayev, who ruled the
country for 29 years after it
gained independence.
In 2019, Nazarbayev
stepped down and handpicked
Tokayev as his successor, but
remained a powerful fig-

ure until last January when
Tokayev took over as head of
the country’s security council
amid violent unrest.
A number of Nazarbayev’s
relatives have since lost
prominent public sector jobs
and several businessmen close
to him have been arrested.
They have returned hundreds of millions of dollars to
the state which the authorities now say they had gained
illegally.
January’s unrest roiled
energy-rich Kazakhstan,
one of the most stable of the
Central Asian countries that
gained independence with
the 1991 collapse of the Soviet
Union.
Kazakh authorities detained about 12,000 people
for their alleged participation
in anti-government protests.

World

Mobilising troops, Putin
set to use ‘all available
means’ in Ukraine
DPA
MOSCOW

RESERVISTS in Russia’s
armed forces are to be mobilised, starting on Wednesday, under a decree signed by
President Vladimir Putin as he
looks for ways to throw more
resources at his troubled invasion of Ukraine.
He warned other states not
to attack Russian territory, and
alluded to nuclear retribution
if someone chose to do so. “If
the territorial integrity of our
country is threatened, we will
absolutely use all available
means to protect Russia and
our people. This is not a bluff.”
Putin said this as he announced that he would support
planned referendums in the
occupied territories of Ukraine
this week, in which people will
be asked to join Russia.
The vote has been panned
by the West, as it is being conducted during a military occupation and without outside
oversight.
However, if Putin were to
be able to report that these areas had voted to become Russian, any attack by Ukraine
to free them would fall under
his threat of doing anything to
protect his country.
“It is in our historical tradition, in the destiny of our
people to stop those who seek
world domination, who threaten our motherland, our homeland with dismemberment and
oppression,” Putin said.
According to Putin, the
partial mobilization means
that reservists will be drafted.
They would be given the same
status and pay as the current
contracted soldiers and would
also receive further military
training before being deployed

Police officers detain a man in Moscow on Wednesday. (AFP)
to the front, he assured.
Russian Defence Minister
Sergei Shoigu put a figure of
300,000 on the number of reservists to be called up. In total, there are 25 million reservists in Russia.
By activating the mobilisation, reservists are now under
orders to stay in their home
town, even though one lawmaker said that, the way he
sees it, the important thing is
to stay in Russia and not go
abroad.
“You can still go on business trips” within Russia, said
Andrey Kartapolov.
However, that did not stop
one-way flight tickets from
Russia to Turkey being sold
out within hours of Putin’s announcement, according to data
from two Turkish carriers.

The call to mobilization
also prompted criticism from
Ukraine and further abroad,
with many saying it’s a sign
that Putin’s gambit is failing.
“All this can only be explained against the background of the fact that the Russian attack on Ukraine has not
been successful,” a government
spokesperson quoted German
Chancellor Olaf Scholz as saying in Berlin on Wednesday.
Kiev Mayor
Vitaly
Klitschko said the threat
showed Putin’s true colours
and urged anyone involved to
give up hopes for any “illusory”
peace talks in light of the new
threat.
And, back in Russia, leading opposition figure Alexei
Navalny used a court appearance regarding his rights as a

DPA
MOSCOW

Russian cosmonauts Sergey Prokopyev (centre) and Dmitri Petelin
(right) and NASA astronaut Frank Rubio at the Russian leased Baikonur
cosmodrome in Kazakhstan on Wednesday. (AFP)
heightened tensions between
Moscow and Washington.
Russia complains that sanctions imposed by the US and EU
are hampering its space-related
work, including production of
rockets, which also have military applications.
“I think it’s important when
we’re at moments of possible
tension elsewhere that human space flight and exploration - something both agencies
are passionate about - that that
remains a form of diplomacy
and partnership where we can
find common ground and keep
achieving great things together,”
he said.

Russia recently said it would
withdraw from the ageing space
station after 2024 in light of its
conflict with the West regarding
Ukraine.
No exact date was given and
some analysts doubt Russia will
follow through.
Cosmonaut Prokopyev said
recently that 48 experiments are
planned during the 68th space
station mission, including work
with a 3D printer in zero gravity.
While it is the second flight
into space for Prokopyev, Petelin and Rubio are flying for the
first time. The three will have
company on the ISS, some 400
kilometres above the Earth.

India, UAE, France keen on Rafale forum
AGENCIES
THE India-UAE-France ministerial trilateral held in New
York on Monday focused on
enhancing partnership in defence and security, with special
focus on Rafale fighter jets,
global commons, innovation
and people-to-people ties.
Rafale fighter jets are the
common element in trilateral
strategic partnership. India
and UAE have both purchased
Rafale fighters from France. ET
has learnt that the three coun-
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News
in brief
Biden rails against Russia, says Ukraine
war makes ‘blood run cold’
NEW YORK US President Joe Biden delivered a scathing broadside against Russia at the United Nations on Wednesday, saying
Moscow had launched an invasion aimed at “extinguishing”
Ukraine and that “horrifying evidence” of war crimes existed.
“This war is about extinguishing Ukraine’s right to exist as a
state, plain and simple. And Ukraine’s right to exist as a people,” he said at the UN headquarters in New York on Wednesday.
“Whoever you are, wherever you live, whatever you believe
- that should make your blood run cold.” Russia must be held
accountable for any war crimes committed in Ukraine, Biden
continued, saying Washington was working on the issue with its
international partners. Biden spent a significant amount of time
talking about Russia’s “brutal, needless war” in Ukraine, which
has seen Kiev notch a number of recent battlefield victories as it
aims to recapture territory seized by Russia in the nearly seven
month-old conflict. (DPA)

WHO reports many premature deaths
stem from non-communicable diseases

US astronaut, two Russian
cosmonauts blast off to ISS
RUSSIA and the United States
flew together on Wednesday to
the International Space Station
(ISS), their first joint mission
to the outpost since Moscow
invaded Ukraine, a move that
sparked sanctions and left Russia at odds with the West.
The Soyuz rocket carrying
the spacefaring trio blasted off
from Russia’s Baikonur Cosmodrome in Kazakhstan at 6:55 pm
(1355 GMT).
The three are due to spend
six months at the station.Russian space agency Roscomos
showed the launch in a live
broadcast.
NASA, also following the
mission from Baikonur, said the
rocket launched smoothly and
that the crew is doing well.
On board the Soyuz capsule are cosmonauts Sergei
Prokopyev and Dmitry Petelin, as well as NASA astronaut
Frank Rubio.
Speaking a few weeks ago,
Rubio called it “an incredibly
important mission” and said he
had become “good friends” with
his Russian crew mates.
Rubio called the cooperation
between NASA and Roscosmos
“good and strong,” despite the
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tries are keen to form a trilateral Rafale forum and India will
play a key role in the forum.
While India is a key strategic partner for France in
South Asia, UAE is similarly a
key partner for France in West
Asia. India and UAE partnership have been transformed in
the last few years and strategic
heft have taken ties to a new
level.
The India-UAE-France trilateral is a new and more contemporary way of doing diplomacy with a focus on “active

exchange” of ideas between
strategic partners and UNSC
members. The three countries,
while different, are strategic
partners to one another and
discussions focused on areas
of commonalities and on working out how to specify and concretise commonalities going
forward, according to people
familiar with the partnership.
The three countries are very
comfortable with each other
and there are many areas where
potentially they could be working in a more coordinated way.

prisoner to slam Putin.
“In an effort to extend his
own power, he’s ready to shred
a neighbouring country, kill
people there and now he’s going to throw a huge number of
Russian people into the meat
grinder,” said Navalny.
Shoigu put the losses suffered by Russia’s army during
its invasion of Ukraine at 5,937
personnel. It is the first time
in months that Russia has officially published figures. Independent observers, however,
believe Russia’s losses are significantly higher.
Meanwhile, Russia put the
number of Ukrainian soldiers
killed at more than 60,000. In
addition, almost 50,000 were
wounded, bringing the total
“losses” to more than 100,000,
Shoigu said.

GENEVA Non-communicable diseases are responsible for 74%
of deaths worldwide. Every two seconds, a person aged less
than 70 dies of such a disease, according to the World Health
Organization (WHO).
Cardiovascular diseases, cancers, chronic respiratory
diseases and diabetes contribute to 80% of all premature
deaths by non-communicable disease, the WHO reported on
Wednesday. It is clear what must be done, said the WHO director of non-communicable diseases, Bente Mikkelsen, in Geneva.
People must implement prevention practices, including reducing
alcohol and tobacco consumption, eating a healthy diet and getting more exercise and fresh air. Eight-five per cent of ill people
live in low- and middle-income countries, the WHO said, meaning
they often have little chance of receiving adequate treatment.
Lengthy and expensive health care costs for non-communicable
diseases, combined with the loss of income from time off work,
pushes millions of people into poverty every year, stifling development, the WHO says. (DPA)

EU Commission calls out Germany and
others over parental leave rules
BRUSSELS The European Commission is to send notices to
Germany and 18 other EU countries for failing to implement
new rules on parental leave, the commission announced on
Wednesday. The new legislation “aims to ensure equality in
labour market participation by encouraging equal sharing of care
responsibilities between parents,” the commission statement
said. Under the Work-Life Balance Directive, the father or second
parent has the right to take at least 10 days off work around the
time of the birth, which is currently not the case in Germany.
The rules also foresee at least four months of parental
leave, two months of which cannot be transferred from one parent to the other. German legislation is more generous allowing
parents up to three years of parental leave, of which up to 14
months are paid. (DPA)
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QatarEnergy, GE in deal to develop carbon capture roadmap
TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

QATARENERGY signed a
Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) with General Electric
(GE) to collaborate on developing a carbon capture roadmap
for the energy sector in Qatar.
The focus of the MoU is to explore the feasibility of developing a world-scale carbon hub
at Ras Laffan Industrial City,
which as of today, is home to
more than 80 GE gas turbines.
Minister of State for Energy
Affairs and QatarEnergy President and CEO HE Saad Sherida
Al Kaabi witnessed the signing
of the MoU, which was held at
QatarEnergy’s headquarters in
Doha on Wednesday.
The MoU was signed by
QatarEnergy Executive Vice
President, Surface Development & Sustainability Ahmad
Saeed Al Amoodi and the
President and CEO of GE Gas
Power Europe, Middle East,
and Africa Joseph Anis.
In remarks on this occasion, Kaabi stressed QatarEnergy’s strong commitment to
mitigating the effects of climate change.
“This MoU affirms QatarEnergy’s sustainability strategy and our efforts to implement effective measures to
curb emissions and produce

Minister of State for Energy Affairs and QatarEnergy President and CEO HE Saad Sherida Al Kaabi
at the signing of the MoU held at QatarEnergy’s headquarters in Doha on Wednesday.
cleaner energy using the latest
proven emissions reduction
technologies. We are pleased
to work with GE, who is a
strategic partner, to pursue all
available avenues including
the use of clean energy carriers such as hydrogen as a fuel
for gas turbines coupled with
efficient and affordable carbon
capturing technologies from
such turbines, on an unprecedented scale, to achieve a

substantial reduction in CO2
emissions,” Kaabi said.
Joseph Anis said, “QatarEnergy has a clear vision to
lead the transition to a lower
carbon industrial landscape.
GE has been honoured to support the development of Qatar’s energy infrastructure for
decades and we are delighted
to collaborate with QatarEnergy on their evolving sustainability journey. Exploring

pre- combustion technologies
such as the use of low carbon
fuels to generate power, and
post-combustion technologies
such as carbon capture and
sequestration, can potentially
significantly reduce the CO2
emissions from QatarEnergy’s
facilities. Looking ahead, Qatar
has the possibility of becoming
a leading global player in the
areas of hydrogen, ammonia,
and CCS by helping to pilot

IATA WORLD FINANCIAL SYMPOSIUM KICKS OFF IN DOHA

and scale up these technologies for the rest of the world.”
QatarEnergy has recently
updated its Sustainability
Strategy, which outlines multiple initiatives to reduce greenhouse gas emissions, including flagship initiatives such as
the further deployment of carbon capture and sequestration
technology to capture over 11
million tonnes per annum of
CO2 in Qatar by 2035. These
projects are expected to further reduce the carbon intensity of Qatar’s LNG facilities

QA committed to
net-zero carbon
emission by
2050, says Baker
SATYENDRA PATHAK
DOHA

Minister of Transport HE Jassim bin Saif Al Sulaiti. Qatar Airways Group Chief Executive Akbar Al Baker and other dignitaries at the IATA World
Financial Symposium in Doha on Wednesday.

Innovation, creativity needed
to address challenges facing
aviation industry, says Sulaiti
TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

THE IATA World Financial
Symposium (WFS) kicked off
in Doha in the presence of Minister of Transport HE Jassim
bin Saif Al Sulaiti to discuss
strategic topics relating to the
aviation industry’s financial
outlook and its future sustainability.
Held under the theme “Reshaping Airline Resilience”, the
WFS 2022 is organised by the
International Air Transport
Association (IATA) and hosted
by Qatar Airways, bringing together the largest in person
gathering of the aviation industry’s financial leaders since the
start of COVID-19 pandemic.
The event will feature more
than 50 expert speakers across
the airline and financial sectors, discussing strategic topics
relating to the industry’s financial outlook and its future sustainability.
On this occasion, Sulaiti
said he was pleased with Doha’s hosting of the 4th edition
of the IATA World Financial

Symposium.
The minister praised the
huge efforts exerted by the
IATA in uniting the world’s efforts and working for a safe and
sustainable air transport sector.
IATA WFS, he said, will represent an exceptional opportunity to discuss the status quo of
the aviation market, aiming to
find beneficial ways based on
innovation and creativity to address current and future challenges through enhancing close
and fruitful cooperation among
all parties.
On the first day of the conference, Qatar Airways Group
Chief Executive Akbar Al Baker
delivered an inspiring keynote
address in front of the largest
in person gathering of the aviation industry’s financial leaders since the start of COVID-19
pandemic.
As the industry emerges
from the greatest financial
shock in its history, numbers
indicate a rapid emergence
from the pandemic following
the removal of governmentmandated travel restrictions

over the past two years. Industry losses are expected to fall to
$9.7 billion this year, improved
from nearly $180 billion in
losses over the previous year.
As travel barriers fall in
most regions, a recent surge
in demand suggests a recovery
to pre-COVID-19 traffic levels
in 2024, with a possibility of
achieving a profit in 2023.
At the same time, airline
debts have soared as carriers
borrowed to stay afloat during
the crisis. Finance departments
across the industry are expected to face major challenges as
the goal to fly net-zero carbon
emissions by 2050 approaches.
In its 25th year of operations, Qatar Airways Group
has announced a record profit
of $ 1.54 billion for the FY
2021-2022. Overall revenue
increased to QR52.3 billion
($ 14.4 billion), up 78 percent
compared to last year and a remarkable two per cent higher
than the full financial year preCOVID.
Earlier in June 2022, Qatar Airways hosted over 1,000
delegates and aviation leaders

from across the globe at the industry’s biggest annual event,
the 78th IATA Annual General
Meeting (AGM) and World Air
Transport Summit (WATS).
A multiple award-winning
airline, Qatar Airways was announced as the ‘Airline of the
Year’ at the 2021 World Airline
Awards, managed by the international air transport rating organisation, Skytrax. It was also
named ‘World’s Best Business
Class’, ‘World’s Best Business
Class Airline Lounge’, ‘World’s
Best Business Class Airline
Seat’, ‘World’s Best Business
Class Onboard Catering’ and
‘Best Airline in the Middle
East’.
The airline continues to
stand alone at the top of the
industry having won the main
prize for an unprecedented
sixth time (2011, 2012, 2015,
2017, 2019 and 2021). The
airline’s hub, Hamad International Airport (HIA), was also
recently recognised as the ‘Best
Airport in the World 2021’,
ranking at number one in the
Skytrax World Airport Awards
2021.

by 35 percent, and of its upstream facilities by 25 percent
compared to previous targets
of 25 percent and 15 percent,
respectively) bolstering Qatar’s commitment to responsibly supply cleaner LNG at
scale in support of the energy
transition.
The roadmap includes the
development of carbon capture and sequestration, the
utilisation of hydrogen, and
the potential usage of ammonia in GE gas turbines to reduce their carbon emissions.

AIRLINES across the globe are
taking all possible measures to
reduce carbon emissions and
Qatar Airways (QA) is at the
forefront of meeting the target
of net-zero carbon emission by
2050, Qatar Airways Group
Chief Executive Akbar Al Baker said on Wednesday.
Delivering speech of the
first day of the IATA World
Financial Symposium (WFS)
that kicked off in Doha on
Wednesday, he said all other
stakeholders in the industry,
including engine makers and
oil companies, would need to
contribute to achieve this goal.
Baker said, “In this mission, we must think of our future, not only as airlines, but
the future of our planet by
committing to our mission of
net-zero carbon by 2050.”
“As this sector recovers, our
collective goal of achieving netzero carbon emissions by 2050
is an industry-wide collaborative effort,” he said.
Baker noted said that air
travel is showing signs of recovery, stressing the need to
address the growing challenges
and realizing the social and economic potentials o this sector.
Shedding light on what he
considered main factors for
supporting the recovery of the
aviation industry and ensuring
its long-term sustainability, he

said, “These included the optimum management of financial
resources, the strong focus on
fuel efficiency through the introduction of new systems and
the development of existing
systems to properly measure
and analyse its impact.”
Baker, however, warned
that the global aviation tourism
industry would be at risk if the
current economic and political
conditions continue.
In this regard, he referred to
a number of challenges related
to those situations and policies,
such as high taxes, the lack of
sustainable aviation fuel production, as well as improving
fuel efficiency and energy transmission, and the lack of human
talent necessary to manage aviation sustainability.
He added that there is a serious shortage of human talent
necessary to manage aviation
sustainability, noting the need
to urgently address this shortage
by building pools of talent for
administrative and professional
resources in the field of aviation
environmental sustainability.
He called for developing
the appropriate infrastructure
to keep pace with the demand
for air travel.
Speaking during a discussion panel, IATA DirectorGeneral Willie Walsh said that
the current rise in oil prices will
give no choice for the aviation
industry’s providers but to increase flight tickets prices.

Qatar Airways Group Chief Executive Akbar Al Baker addresses a press conference at the IATA World Financial Symposium in Doha on Wednesday.
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Gap slashes
500 corporate
jobs in cost
optimisation

IMF decries
slow reforms
in Lebanon
AGENCIES
THE International Monetary Fund on Wednesday
said the Lebanese government’s slowness to implement desperately-needed
reforms was exacerbating
the country’s economic
meltdown, even as officials
met to discuss an urgent
and long-delayed bailout.
The IMF statement followed a three-day visit to
Beirut of the fund’s representatives to discuss with
Lebanese officials the implementation of reforms
drawn up under a staff-level
agreement between the two
sides in April.
“Despite the urgency
for action to address Lebanon’s deep economic and
social crisis, progress in
implementing the reforms
agreed under the April SLA
remains very slow,” the
IMF said.
The Lebanese government has implemented few
of the IMF’s demands from
the agreement, which lists
five “key pillars” that should
be implemented, before finalizing a bailout program.
These include restructuring
Lebanon’s ailing financial
sector, implementing fiscal
reforms, the restructuring
of external public debt, and
putting in place strong anticorruption and anti-money
laundering measures.
The Lebanese economy
has been in a free fall since
late 2019 in an economic
meltdown described by the
World Bank as one of the
worst the world has witnessed since the 1850s. The
crisis is rooted in decades
of corruption and mismanagement by the political
class that has been running
the small nation since the
end of the 1975-90 civil war.
“The Lebanese economy remains severely depressed against continued
deadlock over much needed
economic reforms and high
uncertainty,” said the head
of the IMF team Ernesto
Ramirez Rigo.
The IMF said Lebanon’s GDP has contracted
by over 40% since 2018, inflation remains in the triple
digits, foreign reserves are
dwindling, and the parallel
exchange rate hit new lows
this week reaching over
38,000 Lebanese pounds
to the dollar.
“Amidst collapsing revenues and drastically suppressed spending, public
sector institutions are failing, and basic services to
the population have been
drastically cut,” Ramirez
Rigo said. “Unemployment
and poverty are at historically high rates.” The visit
came a week after angry
depositors stormed at least
seven bank branches to get
their trapped savings after
local lenders imposed informal capital controls since
the economic crisis began.
The IMF statement said
the large losses in the banking sector need “to be recognized and addressed upfront, while respecting the
hierarchy of claims. Small
depositors must be fully
protected.” On Wednesday,
the Association of Banks
in Lebanon, said bank
branches will not be opened
as planned on Thursday.
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MEEZA, QDB in deal to advance
Qatar’s FinTech ecosystem
MEEZA and QDB, through Qatar FinTech Hub intend to collaborate on joint initiatives
TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

MEEZA, Qatar’s prominent
end-to-end managed IT services and solutions provider
and Qatar Development Bank
(QDB) have signed a partnership agreement with the aim
of contributing to the advancement of the FinTech industry
in the State of Qatar.
Through the partnership,
MEEZA and QDB, via Qatar
FinTech Hub (QFTH) - a QDB
incubator - intend to collaborate on joint initiatives relating to the FinTech industry
and foster a strong relationship as part of efforts to build
a reliable FinTech ecosystem
in Qatar.
To bolster the collaboration, MEEZA and QDB have
signed a Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU) that
will enable QFTH to explore
further opportunities with
MEEZA in the form of joint
projects, and the two parties

will cooperate with each other
in areas of mutual interest,
organise and supervise joint
events that achieve the objectives of each party.
The agreement will also
enable QFTH to seek input
and opinions from MEEZA on
matters relating to the technology industry and invite
MEEZA to participate in relevant events.
Speaking about the collaboration, Eng. Ahmad AlMuslemani, Chief Executive
Officer, MEEZA, said: It’s a
great privilege to collaborate
with Qatar FinTech Hub in order to enhance Qatar’s Fintech
landscape. We believe that this
Memorandum of Understanding will benefit not only our
two organisations but also key
players and stakeholders in
the sector. This collaboration
demonstrates our commitment to fostering well-established partnerships with various organisations in Qatar. We
look forward to fruitful imple-

mentation of the terms of the
agreement for the advancement of Qatar’s economic outlook and in achieving the goals
of Qatar National Vision 2030
and support to the Qatar Digital Transformation Journey.”
outcome-based learning environment that offers our students an insight into the types
of environments they can expect to enter after graduation.”
Abdulrahman Hesham AlSowaidi, Acting CEO, Qatar
Development Bank, said: “Qatar Development Bank always
supports efforts that will propel economic growth in Qatar.
This Memorandum of Understanding with MEEZA is another step towards creating an
empowering environment for
experts to share experience
and collaborate on financial
technology services, further
enabling us to build a robust
and dynamic FinTech ecosystem in Qatar.”
Qatar FinTech Hub is a
global FinTech Hub with the

purpose of supporting the
development of the FinTech
industry in Qatar. QFTH
work to facilitate collaboration among the participants
and stakeholders of the FinTech ecosystem and to develop meaningful local and
global relationships that will
advance FinTech vision. The
Qatar FinTech Hub represents
a range of stakeholders in
the industry from early stage
FinTech companies to large
financial services companies
and relevant service providers.
MEEZA, a Qatar Foundation joint venture, is an
established end-to-end Managed IT services and solutions
provider based in Qatar with
the mission of becoming the
leading provider in the Middle East and North Africa.
MEEZA is helping accelerate
the growth of Qatar and the
region through the provision
of world-class Managed IT
Services and Solutions.

GAP is slashing 500 corporate jobs in San Francisco and
New York as it looks to reduce
expenses amid languishing
sales.
The job cuts, confirmed
by a company spokesperson,
follow years of struggle at the
San Francisco-based retailer,
which operates its namesake
stores as well as the Old Navy,
Banana Republic and Athleta
chains.
The pandemic and surging supply chain costs have
exerted even more of a financial toll on the retailer. And
last week, Gap and Kanye
West ended their partnership
to distribute the rap artist’s
Yeezy clothing line. The partnership was announced two
years ago with much fanfare.
As of Jan. 29, the company had a workforce of roughly
97,000 employees; 9% of
them or roughly 8,700, work
in corporate sites, according
to its latest annual report.
The news comes as a
string of other retailers have
trimmed their staffing including Walmart, Best Buy and
Peloton. Home goods retailer
Bed Bath & Beyond, based in
Union, New Jersey, said earlier this month that it will close
about 150 of its namesakes
stores and slash its workforce
by 20%.
Gap’s executive chairman
Bob Martin, who is also the
interim CEO of Gap Inc., noted in August that the company plans to reduce operating
costs to increase profitability.
Martin is presiding over the
helm as the company looks to
fill the vacancy left when Gap
CEO Sonia Syngal stepped
down in July.
For the three-month period ended July 30, Gap reported an 8% drop in net
sales. By brand, Gap posted a
10% decline, while Old Navy,
once a bright spot, saw a 13%
drop as the division caters to
lower-income shoppers who
have been hit by surging inflation. Banana Republic’s
sales rose 9% and Athleta’s
sales rose 1%. The company
swung to a loss of $49 million
in the quarter, compared to a
profit of $258 million in the
year-ago period.

PSA organises workshop on changing role of statistics in Qatar
QNA
DOHA

THE activities of the regional
workshop, “the Changing Role
of Official Statistics in Qatar:
Data Culture Matters” organized by the Planning and Statistics Authority (PSA), were
launched on Wednesday with
regional, international, and national participation.
The two-day workshop is
discussing the changing role of
the Official Statistics System
in Qatar, in a bid to upgrade
the National Statistical System
(NSS) in line with the data revolution and related sciences and
technologies; such as artificial
intelligence in statistical applications, and the economy’s
digitalization that Qatar is experiencing.
In a statement, President
of PSA Dr. Saleh bin Mohammed Al Nabit indicated that the
workshop aims to shed light on

The two-day workshop is discussing the changing role of the Official
Statistics System in Qatar.
the importance of the national
data system, and to update it. It
also focuses on the role of PSA
in governance processes, data
stewardship, strategies preparation and the establishment of a
new culture that relies on using
data produced by all institutions - in its various sectors - in
decision-making, in support of

major developmental issues.
He pointed out that data
sources are numerous and diverse, and the periodicity of data
provision has accelerated, which
requires us to take a position
on their governance, to assume
responsibility for overseeing,
managing and providing them
to users and to employ them in

formulating policies and monitoring progress. In this regard,
he stressed the need for ministries, government agencies and
the private sector to cooperate
in building a modern system of
highly credible data that provides the necessary databases
for users in the public and private sectors, and for workers in
the field of scientific research,
innovation, market studies and
other groups of society.
He said that the workshop
will address many topics related
to the importance of data and
its use in multiple development
sectors, the availability of indicators of the 2030 Agenda for
Sustainable Development, the
future processes of collection
and management of data and its
components, and the use of artificial intelligence in sustainable
development, as well as some
national, regional and international experiences.
The PSA president elabo-

rated that the PSA’s vision lies
in building a national statistical
system that provides high-quality data, pointing out the Statistical Communication Strategy
that the PSA launched recently
to establish a joint working
mechanism between the PSA
and its partners inside and outside the country.
He said the workshop
comes in line with the recommendations of the 53rd session
of the UN Statistical Commission and in response to the
rapid developments surrounding the data revolution in which
we live and the repercussions of
the COVID-19 pandemic on the
statistical process.
The workshop is organized
in cooperation with the UN
organizations operating in the
State of Qatar, and in coordination with UNSD, ESCWA, Qatar
Charity, and Qatar Computing
Research Institute at Hamad
Bin Khalifa University.

QIB announces World Cup promotion winners for August
TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

QATAR Islamic Bank (QIB),
Qatar’s leading digital bank,
announced the winners of its
FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022
promotion for the month of
August.
Five lucky winners received hospitality packages
for two and 51 winners received match tickets for two
to attend the FIFA World
Cup Qatar 2022 Group
Stage, Round of 16, Quarter Finals, Semi Finals and
the Final match, courtesy of

Visa.
As part of QIB’s commitment to rewarding its customers during Qatar’s largest sporting event to date,
the FIFA World Cup Qatar
2022 promotion will wrap
up on September 30th with
the final round of winners to
be announced next month.
As the countdown to the
FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022
gathers momentum, QIB
will announce 10 grand prize
winners at the beginning
of October to conclude its
4-month promotion, awarding a total of 228 customers,

courtesy of Visa.
Existing and new QIB
Visa cardholders can take
part in QIB’s promotion on
its Mobile App, by applying
for the specially designed
FIFA World Cup Qatar
2022 limited edition Visa
Debit, Credit and Prepaid
Cards, or by simply using
their existing Visa Cards for
a chance to win hospitality
packages for two or match
tickets for two to attend the
FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022
matches, courtesy of Visa.
QIB’s
award-winning
Mobile App gives full control

to new and existing customers to open a new relationship or additional accounts
and get the Visa limited edition Debit Card, apply for Instant FIFA World Cup Visa
Credit or Prepaid Card, or
replace their existing cards
with the limited-edition
ones, instantly, in a safe and
convenient manner.
To download the App,
QIB customers can visit
their respective App stores
and search for QIB Mobile
App, where they can easily
self-register to the App using
their debit card details.
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With high inflation in sight, US Fed to
signal more interest rate hikes ahead
AGENCIES
LAST month, when Federal
Reserve Chair Jerome Powell spoke at an economic
conference in Jackson Hole,
Wyoming, he issued a blunt
warning: The Fed’s drive to
curb inflation by aggressively
raising interest rates, he said,
would “bring some pain” for
Americans.
When the Fed ends its latest meeting Wednesday and
Powell holds a news conference, Americans will likely get
a better idea of how much pain
could be in store.
The central bank is expected to raise its key short-term
rate by a substantial threequarters of a point for the
third consecutive time. Another hike that large would boost
its benchmark rate — which
affects many consumer and
business loans — to a range of
3% to 3.25%, the highest level
in 14 years.
Many
Fed
watchers,
though, will be paying particular attention to Powell’s
words at a news conference
afterward. His remarks will be
parsed for any hint of whether
the Fed expects to moderate
its rate hikes in the coming
months — or instead to continue tightening credit significantly until it’s convinced that
inflation is on its way down.
In a further sign of the
Fed’s deepening concern
about inflation, it will also
likely signal Wednesday that
it plans to raise rates much
higher by year’s end than it
had forecast three months ago
— and to keep them higher for
longer. Economists expect Fed
officials to forecast that their
key rate could go as high as 4%
before the new year. They’re
also likely to signal additional
hikes in 2023, perhaps to as
high as roughly 4.5%.
Short-term rates at that
level would make a recession
likelier next year by sharply
raising the costs of mortgages, car loans and business
loans. The Fed intends those

The visiting team of Toyota Motor Corporation realized the passion of the people of Qatar and their love for Toyota and the promised the Qatar
Community that they will strive to always bring the best product to Qatar through their official distributor AAB.
higher borrowing costs to slow
growth by cooling a still-robust
job market to cap wage growth
and other inflation pressures.
Yet the risk is growing that the
Fed may weaken the economy
so much as to cause a downturn that would produce heavy
job losses.
The economy hasn’t seen
rates as high as the Fed is projecting since before the 2008
financial crisis. Last week, the
average fixed mortgage rate
topped 6%, its highest point in
14 years. Credit card borrowing costs have reached their
highest level since 1996, according to Bankrate.com.
Powell and other Fed officials still say the Fed’s goal

is to achieve a “soft landing,”
by which they would slow the
economy enough to tame inflation but not so much as to trigger a recession.
By last week, though, that
goal appeared further out of
reach after the government reported that inflation over the
past year was a painful 8.3%.
Even worse, so-called core
prices, which exclude volatile
food and energy costs, rose
much faster than expected.
The inflation report also
documented just how broadly
inflation has spread through
the economy, complicating the
the Fed’s task. Inflation now
appears increasingly fueled
by higher wages and by con-

sumers’ steady desire to spend
and less by the supply shortages that had bedeviled the
economy during the pandemic
recession.
“They’re going try to avoid
recession,” said William Dudley, formerly the president
of the Federal Reserve Bank
of New York. “The problem
is that the room to do that is
virtually non-existent at this
point.” The Fed’s rapid rate
hikes mirror steps that other
major central banks are taking,
contributing to concerns about
a potential global recession.
The European Central Bank
last week raised its benchmark
rate by three-quarters of a
percentage point. The Bank of

England, the Reserve Bank of
Australia and the Bank of Canada have all carried out hefty
rate increases in recent weeks.
And in China, the world’s
second-largest
economy,
growth is already suffering
from the government’s repeated COVID lockdowns. If recession sweeps through most
large economies, that could
derail the U.S. economy, too.
At his news conference
Wednesday, Powell isn’t likely
to drop any hints that the central bank will ease up on its
credit tightening campaign.
Most economists expect the
Fed to stop raising rates in
early 2023. But for now, they
expect Powell to reinforce his

hard-line anti-inflation stance.
“It’s going to end up being
a hard landing,” said Kathy
Bostjancic, an economist at
Oxford Economics.
“He’s not going to say
that,” Bostjancic said. But, referring to the most recent Fed
meeting in July, when Powell
raised hopes for an eventual
pullback on rate hikes, she
added: “He also wants to make
sure that the markets don’t
come away and rally. That’s
what happened last time.”
Indeed, investors responded
then by bidding up stock prices
and buying bonds, which lowered rates on securities like the
benchmark the 10-year Treasury. Higher stock prices and
lower bond yields generally
boost the economy — the opposite of what the Fed wants.
The central bank has already engaged in the fastest
series of rate hikes since the
early 1980s. Yet some economists — and some Fed officials — argue that they have
yet to raise rates to a level that
would actually restrict borrowing and spending and slow
growth.
Loretta Mester, president
of the Cleveland Federal Reserve Bank, and one of the 12
officials who will vote on the
Fed’s decision Wednesday,
said she thinks it will be necessary to raise the Fed’s rate to
“somewhat above 4% by early
next year and hold it there.” “I
do not anticipate the Fed cutting” rates next year, Mester
added, dispelling the expectations of many investors on
Wall Street who had hoped
for such a reversal. Comments
like Mester’s contributed to
a sharp fall in stock prices
last month that began after
Powell’s stern anti-inflation
speech at the conference in
Jackson Hole.
“Our responsibility to deliver price stability is unconditional,” Powell said then — a
remark widely interpreted to
mean that the Fed will fight inflation even if it requires deep
job losses and a recession.

INFLATION BITES

Prices soaring everywhere: From
beans in Brazil to meat in China
AGENCIES

The full moon rises above the Tokyo skyline Wednesday, Oct. 20, 2021.

Japan’s ave residential land price
rises for first time in 31 years
AGENCIES
THE average price of residential land
in Japan as of July 1 rose 0.1 percent
from the previous year, increasing for
the first time in 31 years, as the country’s economy recovers from the coronavirus pandemic, government data
showed Tuesday.
The average commercial and overall land prices climbed 0.5 percent
and 0.3 percent, respectively, both
rebounding for the first time in three
years, also reflecting growing demand
bolstered by low interest rates that
have created a favorable lending environment.
“As economic activities normalize,
the trend of recovery in land prices
has taken place across the country,” a
government official said, citing price
increases in the metropolitan areas of
Tokyo and Nagoya, as well as four major regional cities of Sapporo, Sendai,
Hiroshima and Fukuoka.
The nation’s residential land prices fell consistently after the collapse
of the country’s asset-inflated bubble
economy in the early 1990s. Though
the speed of decline gradually eased
from 2010, it widened in 2020 with the
start of the pandemic, leading to a 0.5
percent drop in the average price the
following year.
Despite that trend, housing demand has remained solid in urban
centers and areas considered conveni-

ent and desirable, helping to lift land
prices in such places.
In 2022, 14 out of Japan’s 47 prefectures saw their residential land prices
rise, compared to seven prefectures in
the previous year, while 32 registered
drops. The average price in Ibaraki
Prefecture, meanwhile, remained flat.
By region, average residential land
prices climbed in Japan’s largest metropolitan areas of Tokyo, Nagoya and
Osaka following a rebound in western
areas.
The average price for regional areas fell by 0.2 percent, but the margin
of decline was smaller than a 0.7 percent drop seen a year earlier, with the
fall cushioned by larger rises in prices
in Sapporo, Sendai, Hiroshima and
Fukuoka.
The 2022 survey covered the average prices for all types of land including commercial, residential and industrial, based on the value of 21,444 sites
across the country, according to the
Land, Infrastructure, Transport and
Tourism Ministry.
As for average commercial land
prices, 18 prefectures saw increases, up
from six the previous year, as a pickup
in private consumption led to increased
demand for stores, while demand for
apartments and offices was also firm.
Some tourist spots and shopping
districts saw land values increase on
the back of increased activity due to
eased pandemic restrictions.

CONSUMERS and businesses
around the world are facing
steeper prices for everything from
Mexico’s beloved tortillas to the
aluminium cans used by beer
companies.
Inflation jumped after countries emerged from COVID lockdowns and it has soared since
Russia invaded Ukraine, with the
IMF expecting consumer prices to
rise by 8.3 percent globally this
year.
Here is a look at how higher
prices are affecting the world:
Fuel
The invasion of Ukraine by
Russia, the world’s third largest
oil producer, sent crude oil prices
through the roof.
The main international contract, Brent North Sea, almost
hit $140 per barrel, but has now
dropped back below $100.
Prices at the pump have followed suit, surging to over two
euros per liter in eurozone countries and above five dollars per
gallon in the United States, before
falling back in recent weeks.
Natural gas has also become
more expensive, especially in
Europe, where electricity prices
hit record levels in Germany and
France.
Energy prices were up 38.3
percent in the eurozone in August
from the same month last year.
Higher energy prices ripple
throughout the economy as they
affect the production and transportation costs of companies.
Pasta, beans and tortillas
The war sent food prices soaring as the war disrupted grain exports from Ukraine, a major supplier of wheat and sunflower oil to
countries around the world.
In May, Allianz estimated that
pasta prices had risen 19 percent

in the eurozone over the previous
18 months.
In Canada, another large exporter of wheat, a 500-gram package had risen by 60 cents in July
from the same month last year, to
C$3.16, according to official data.
In Thailand, the price for instant noodles, which is controlled
by the state, rose for the first time
in 14 years in August -- a 17 percent increase to seven bahts (20
U.S. cents).
The price of the corn flour
used to make tortillas in Mexico -a staple used for tacos and other
dishes -- is up by around 13 percent from last year and contributing to two-decade high inflation.
Pinto beans, a Brazilian staple, cost nearly 23 percent more
in August than at the same time
last year.
Meat
With grain more expensive,
feeding livestock has become
costlier and farmers have in turn
raised their prices.
Chinese authorities are considering tapping into their strategic reserves of pork for a second
time this year in order to stabilize

prices. In Argentina, ground beef
patties are popular as their prices
have traditionally been low, but
these have shot up by three quarters in the past 12 months.
The country currently has one
of the highest inflation rates in
the world at 56.4 percent over the
first eight months of the year.
In Europe, it is chicken prices
that have taken wing as farmers
have had to contend with bird
flu in addition to cost pressures.
Wholesale prices were up by a
third in August from the same
month last year.
Newspapers
Paper prices have climbed as
demand has risen following the
end of Covid lockdowns. Printing
is an energy-intensive process.
Several French dailies raised
their prices earlier this year, as
have a number British newspapers like the Sun, the Times and
Sunday Mail.
Others have reduced their
number of pages.
In Europe overall, the prices
of newspapers were 6.5 percent
higher in July, according to official data.
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How the strong
US dollar can
affect everyone
AGENCIES
THE buck isn’t stopping.
The value of the U.S. dollar has been on a tear for more
than a year against everything
from the British pound across
the Atlantic to the South Korean won across the Pacific.
After rising again Friday,
the dollar is near its highest
level in more than two decades
against a key index measuring
six major currencies, including the euro and Japanese yen.
Many professional investors
don’t expect it to ease off anytime soon.
The dollar’s rise affects
nearly everyone, even those
who will never leave the U.S.
borders. Here’s a look at what’s
driving the U.S. dollar higher
and what it can mean for investors and households:

A 65-inch television is shown at a warehouse, Thursday, June 17, 2021, in Lone Tree, Colo. Buy now, pay later loans allow users to pay for items
such as new sneakers, electronics or luxury goods in installments.

As ‘buy now, pay later’ plans
grow in US, so do delinquencies

Buy now, pay later loans allow users to pay for items such new sneakers, electronics, or luxury goods
in installments. Inflation is squeezing consumers, making it tougher to pay off debts

A

MERICANS have grown
fond of “buy now, pay
later” services, but the
“pay later” part is becoming increasingly difficult
for some borrowers.
Buy now, pay later loans allow users to pay for items such
new sneakers, electronics, or
luxury goods in installments.
Companies such as Affirm, Afterpay, Klarna and PayPal have
built popular financial products around these short-term
loans, particularly for younger
borrowers, who are fearful of
never-ending credit card debt.
Now, as the industry racks
up customers, delinquencies are climbing. Inflation is
squeezing consumers, making it tougher to pay off debts.
Some borrowers don’t budget
properly, particularly if they
are persuaded to take out multiple loans, while others may
have been credit risks to begin
with.
“You have an industry with
a higher concentration of subprime borrowers in a market
that hasn’t been effectively
tested through (this type of
economy), and you have a kind
of a toxic brew of concerns,”
said Michael Taiano, an analyst with Fitch Ratings, who
co-wrote a report in July highlighting some of the concerns
with the industry.
The most popular type of
buy now, pay later loans allow for four payments over six
weeks — one payment at the
time of purchase and three others that borrowers often try
to sync up with pay periods.
Longer-term loans for bigger purchases are also available. Most of the short-term
loans have no interest attached
to them. Companies that do
charge interest can clearly state
upfront how much a borrower
will pay in financial charges.
Given those features, consumer advocates and financial
advisors initially had seen buy
now, pay later plans as a potentially healthier form of consumer debt if used correctly.
The biggest concern had been
late fees, which could act as a
hefty finance charge on a small
purchase if a borrower is late
on a payment. The fees can
run as high as $34, plus interest. But now as delinquencies
are rising, and companies are
being more aggressive in mar-

keting their products, advocates see a need for additional
regulation.
The industry is posting
growth rates not typically found
in financial services. Klarna’s
customers bought $41 billion
worth of product on its service
globally in the first six months
of the year. up 21% from a year
ago. PayPal’s revenue from
its buy now, pay later services
more than tripled in the second
quarter to $4.9 billion.
Jasmine Francis, 29, a technology analyst based in Charlotte, North Carolina, said she
first used a buy now, pay later
service in 2018 to buy clothes
from fast-fashion brand Forever21.
“I remember I just had a
cartful,” she said. “At first, I
thought, ‘Something’s gotta go
back,’ and then I saw Afterpay
at checkout – you don’t pay for
it all right now, but you get it
all right now. That was music
to my ears.” How healthfully
customers are using buy now,
pay later loans is unclear. Fitch
found that delinquencies on
these services rose sharply in
the 12 months ended March 31,
while credit card delinquencies
remained steady — although
delinquencies at AfterPay,
which focuses on mostly shortterm loans, have trended marginally lower the last two quarters.
Credit reporting company
TransUnion found that borrowers are using buy now, pay
later plans even as they also
build up credit card debt. A
poll by Morning Consult released this week found 15% of
buy now, pay later customers
are using the service for routine purchases, such as groceries and gas, a type of behavior
that sounds alarm bells among
financial advisors.
“If these buy now, pay
later plans are not adequately
budgeted for, they can have a
cascading impact across a person’s entire financial life,” said
Andre Jean-Pierre, a former
Morgan Stanley wealth advisor
who now runs his own financial
planning firm focused on helping Black Americans adequately save and budget.
Another concern among
advisers and consumer advocates, as well as Washington
lawmakers and regulators, is
the ease with which consumers

can layer on these installment
loans.
Speaking at a hearing of
the Senate Banking Committee
Tuesday about new financial
products, Sen. Sherrod Brown,
D-Ohio, noted the benefits of
plans that allow consumers to
pay for things in installments.
But he also criticized the way
in which the industry promotes
the plans.
“Ads encourage consumers
to use these plans for multiple
purchases, at multiple online
stores – racking up debt they
cannot afford to repay,” Brown
said.
The short-term loans are
potentially problematic because they’re not reported on
a consumer’s credit profile
with Transunion and Experian. Further the buy now, pay
later industry’s customers skew
young - meaning they have little credit history to begin with.
Hypothetically a borrower
could take out several shortterm loans across multiple buy
now, pay later companies — a
practice known as “loan stacking” — and they would never
appear on a credit report. If a
person puts too many items on
buy now, pay later plans, budgeting could be difficult.
“It’s a blind spot for the industry,” Taiano of Fitch said.
The buy now, pay later
industry trade group pushed
back on the characterization
that its products could saddle borrowers with too much
debt.
“With zero to low-interest,
flexible payment terms, and
transparent terms and conditions, BNPL helps consumers
manage their cash flow responsibly and live healthier financial lives,” said Penny Lee, CEO
of the Financial Technology Association, in a statement.
The Consumer Financial
Protection Bureau is looking
into the popularity of buy now,
pay later loans and is expected
to soon issue a report with its
findings.
Francis, the technology
analyst, said it’s now common among her friends to pay
for travel with the installment
loans, to not completely drain
their bank accounts in case of
emergencies.
“If I come back home from
vacation and have two flat tires,
and I just spent all that money

on plane tickets, that’s $400
you don’t have at the moment,”
she said. “Most people don’t
have savings. They just have
enough for those flat tires.”
Meanwhile providers of buy
now, pay later services see rising delinquencies as a natural
consequence of growth, but
also an indication that inflation is hitting Americans most
likely to use these services the
hardest.
“I would not call it a sort of
preamble to a potential downturn, but it’s not the same kind
of a smooth sailing it’s been,”
said Max Levchin, founder
and CEO of Affirm, one of the
largest buy now, pay later companies. Levchin said Affirm is
taking a more conservative approach towards lending.
Despite the concerns, the
consensus is buy now, pay later
companies are here to stay. Affirm, Klarna, Afterpay, which
is owned by Block Inc., as well
as PayPal and others are now
widely embedded in Internet
commerce.
Further, the industry’s
growth is attracting more players. Technology titan Apple
earlier this summer announced
Apple Pay Later, where users
can put purchases on a fourpayment plan over six weeks.
“I generally plan purchases
that I make using PayPal ”Pay
in 4″ so that my due dates for
purchases land on my pay
dates, as the due dates are
every other week,” said Desiree
Moore, 35, from Georgia.
Moore said she tries to use
buy now pay later plans to cover purchases not in her usual
monthly budget, so not to take
money away from the needs of
her children. She has been increasingly using the plans with
inflation making items more
expensive and is so far able to
keep up with the payments.
Buy now, pay later took off
in the U.S. after the Great Recession. The product, analysts
said, largely has not been tested
through a great period of financial distress, unlike mortgages
or credit cards or auto loans.
Even financial executives have
acknowledged the new challenges facing the industry.
“We have seen some stress
(among those with the lowest
credit scores), and those are
starting to have a hard time.”
Levchin said.

What does it mean to say
the dollar is stronger?
Essentially that one dollar
can buy more of another currency than it could before.
Consider the Japanese yen.
A year ago, $1 could get a little less than 110 yen. Now, it
can buy 143. That’s about 30%
more and one of the biggest
moves the U.S. dollar has made
against another currency.
Foreign currency values are
constantly shifting against each
other as banks, businesses and
traders buy and sell them in
time zones around the world.
The U.S. Dollar index,
which measures the dollar
against the euro, yen and other
major currencies, has climbed
more than 14% this year. The
gain looks even more impressive compared against other
investments, most of which
have had a dismal year. U.S.
stocks are down more than
19%, bitcoin has more than
halved and gold has lost more
than 7%.
Why is the dollar strengthening?
Because the U.S. economy
is doing better than others.
Even though inflation is
high, the U.S. job market has
remained remarkably solid.
And other areas of the economy, such as the services sector,
have been resilient.
That’s helped offset worries about a slowing housing
industry and other parts of the
economy that do best when
interest rates are low. That
in turn has traders expecting
the Federal Reserve to follow
through on its promise to keep
hiking interest rates sharply,
and to hold them there a while,
in hopes of knocking down the
worst inflation in 40 years.
Such expectations have
helped the yield of a 10-year
Treasury more than double to
3.44% from roughly 1.33% a
year ago.
Who cares about bond
yields?
Investors who want to
make more income off their
money. And those juicier U.S.
yields are drawing investors
from all over the world.
Other central banks have
been less aggressive than the
Fed because their economies
seem to be more fragile. The
European Central Bank just
raised its key rate by the largest
amount ever, three-quarters
of a percentage point. But the
Fed has already raised its key
rate by that amount twice this

year, with a third expected this
upcoming week. Some traders
even say a gargantuan hike of
a full percentage point could
be possible, following a hotterthan-expected report on U.S.
inflation Tuesday.
Partly because of that less
aggressive bent, 10-year bonds
across Europe and other areas
of the world offer much lower
yields than U.S. Treasurys,
such as Germany’s 1.75% and
Japan’s 0.25%. When investors from Asia and Europe buy
Treasurys, they have to trade
their own currencies for U.S.
dollars. That pushes up the
dollar’s value.
A strong dollar helps US
tourists, right?
Yes. U.S. travelers in Tokyo
spending 10,000 yen on dinner will be using 23% fewer
dollars than a year ago for the
same-priced meal.
With the dollar up sharply
so far this year against everything from the Argentine peso
to the Egyptian pound to the
South Korean won, the dollar
is going further in many countries than before.
Does it help only rich
people who can afford to
travel abroad?
No. A stronger dollar also
helps U.S. shoppers by keeping a lid on prices for imports
and pushing downward on inflation.
When the dollar is rising
against the euro, for example,
European companies make
more euros on each $1 of sales.
With that cushion, they could
cut the dollar price for their
products and still make the
same amount of euros. They
could also leave the price in
dollars alone and pocket the
extra euros, or they could find
some balance of the two.
Prices for imports fell 1% in
August from a month earlier,
following July’s 1.5% drop, offering some relief amid the nation’s high inflation. Prices for
imported fruits, nuts and some
peels dropped 8.7%, for example. They’re down 3% from a
year earlier.
A stronger dollar can keep
prices in check for commodities generally. That’s because
oil, gold and others are bought
and sold in U.S. dollars around
the world. When the dollar rises against the yen, a Japanese
buyer can get fewer barrels of
crude for the same number of
yen as before. That can mean
less upward pressure on oil
prices.
So there are only winners
from a strong dollar?
No. U.S. companies that
sell abroad are seeing their
profits get squeezed.
At McDonald’s, revenue fell
3% during the summer from a
year earlier. But if the dollar’s
value had simply stayed put
against other currencies, the
company’s revenue would have
been 3% higher. Microsoft,
meanwhile, said changes in
foreign-currency values sliced
$595 million off its revenue in
the latest quarter.
A string of other companies have given similar warnings recently, and further gains
for the dollar could add more
pressure on profits. Companies in the S&P 500 index get
roughly 40% of their revenue
from outside the United States,
according to FactSet.

FILE - Visitors walk along a shopping street at the Asakusa District, in
Tokyo.

59Days to go
I wanted to be the best footballer in Belgian
history. That was my goal. Not good. Not
great. The best.
– Romelu Lukaku
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Hamad Al Attiyah praises Qatar’s preparations for FIFA World Cup
TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

HAMAD bin Abdulrahman Al
Attiyah, President of the Asian
Equestrian Federation, and
Vice-Chairman of Qatar Racing & Equestrian Club (QREC),
has praised Qatar’s preparations for the forthcoming FIFA
World Cup Qatar 2022.
Speaking to QNA, Al Attiyah stated that the Asian
Equestrian Federation and
QREC are harnessing all their
activities to promote the World
Cup – the first to be staged in
the Middle East. QREC’s horse
races will also be held during
the World Cup in November
and December, which is one
of the events to be held during
the World Cup in Qatar since
equestrian is an integral part of
the Qatari culture and heritage.
He also praised the efforts

Asian Equestrian
Federation president
says Qatari equestrian
events will compliment
football’s global
showpiece event.
being made in the country to
prepare to host the World Cup,
stressing that the Qatari equestrian seeks to keep pace with
the global event during which
Qatar as host nation aims to
dazzle the world with its distinguished organization drawing
from its experiences of having achieved success in hosting large sporting events and
championships.
He said that the FIFA
World Cup Qatar will also be
promoted at the Qatar Arc de
Triomphe Horse Racing Festi-

Hamad bin Abdulrahman Al Attiyah, President of the Asian Equestrian
Federation, and Vice-Chairman Qatar Racing & Equestrian Club (QREC).
val in Paris in October.
Al Attiyah said that for a
long time there has been great
cooperation between the QREC
and the Supreme Committee
for Delivery and Legacy and
this cooperation will continue

at this year’s edition, adding
that the festival annually witnesses the participation and attendance of horse owners from
around the world, as well as Qatari cultural movement through
the years-long cooperation be-

tween the QREC and Qatar’s
Ministry of Culture.
On the equestrian club’s
readiness for Qatar Arc de Triomphe Qatar in Paris, Al Attiyah said that all arrangements
have been completed by QREC
and the France Gallo Foundation, and the festival will
witness a large participation
including a large presence of
Qatari horse owners.
Several Qatari horses are
participating in a number of
main races, and also strongly
competing to win the World
Cup title for purebred Arabian
horses, he added.
Al Attiyah pointed that the
Qatar Prix de Triomphe is characterized by its global character
and the wide participation of
several countries every year, but
the 2022 edition witnesses an
intense presence of many different international participations

and a large group of the best
horses in the world, which confirms the importance and character of this 100th edition of the
race which is extraordinary.
The President of the Asian
Equestrian Federation and
Vice-Chairman of the Board
of Directors of QREC, further
stated that the development
achieved by Qatari sport in
general has been due to the
great support provided by the
wise leadership of the country,
especially to the Qatar equestrian, which has achieved many
global successes in terms of
participation besides sponsorship of biggest races in Britain,
France, Ireland and America
among other.
QREC’s new racing season
is scheduled to begin in October
and run till April 2023 at the
QREC’s Al Rayyan Racecourse
and the Al Uqda Racecourse.

Qatar 2022 will be unforgettable
experience for the players
and fans: Luis Hernandez
Mexico legend
previews this year’s
FIFA World Cup

Wales’ striker Gareth Bale warms up prior to the FIFA World Cup 2022
play-off final qualifier between Wales and Ukraine at the Cardiff City
Stadium in Cardiff, south Wales, on June 5, 2022. (AFP)

M

EXICO legend Luis
Hernandez is excited
ahead of the first FIFA
World Cup in the Middle East and
Arab world, which will get underway in Qatar on 20 November.
Hernandez, who scored 35 goals
in 85 appearances for Mexico,
appeared in two editions of the
tournament with the North American nation, famously scoring four
goals during France ’98. Here,
the FIFA World Cup Ambassador
previews the tournament and
looks forward to a celebration of
the beautiful game.
You appeared in two World
Cups, in 1998 and 2002. What
are your favourite memories
from those tournaments?
They were both incredible for
my career. France ’98 had a big
impact on me, as it was the first
time Mexico had reached the
knockout stage of the tournament in Europe. It was also
personally rewarding, as I scored
four goals – and the fans love
me for that.
Korea Republic and Japan
hosted the first World Cup in
Asia in 2002. Qatar will host
the second Asian World Cup –
how special will this be for the
Middle East and Arab world?
The 2002 World Cup met everyone’s expectations and was a
great experience for me. I have
no doubt Qatar will be the same
this year. All the infrastructure is
ready and great work has been
carried out on all fronts, from
the new stadiums to promoting
the tournament. Many people
have played an important role in
delivering this World Cup.
Qatar will host the most compact edition of the World Cup
in modern history, with all the
stadiums and training sites in
close proximity. How will this
benefit the players and fans?
It will be great for the players,
as they will have the chance to

Bale expects to be
in great shape for
the World Cup

Luis Hernandez, who scored 35 goals in 85 appearances for Mexico, appeared in two editions of the FIFA
World Cup with the North American nation, famously scoring four goals during France ’98.
this World Cup.
The great thing for Mexico is
our incredible support. Many
thousands will travel to Qatar.
It promises to be a wonderful
experience.

get proper rest and recovery
between games. This is important for them physically. It’s also
great for the tournament, as everyone will always be in the thick
of the action. Fans will always be
close to a stadium, their accommodation or entertainment. It
will be an unforgettable experience for everyone.
Qatar will be making their World
Cup debut in November. What
do you make of their chances?
Qatar have the potential to
surprise some people. They will

have home support and everyone behind them. It would be
fun to see Qatar do well in this
tournament.
Mexico will be making their
17th World Cup appearance
at Qatar 2022. What are your
expectations for the team?
We need to go step-by-step. Aim
to win the first match, then go
from there. It’s important not
to think too far ahead – just
concentrate on the task at hand.
This needs to be the mentality
of the Mexican players going into

Which Mexico player will have
the biggest impact in Qatar?
I expect Hirving Lozano –
‘Chucky’ – to be a major focal
point for the team. I’m a big
fan of him because he is very
skillful and attack-minded. He is
currently doing well with Napoli
in Italy after overcoming some
challenges in his career. He has
flair and style – and I hope he
can show his talent during this
World Cup.
Alongside Mexico, three more
CONCACAF teams – Canada,
Costa Rica and the USA – have
also qualified for Qatar 2022.
What do you make of their
chances?
I think Canada might surprise a
few people if they can maintain
the momentum they had during
qualifying. The USA could also
find a way into the next round as
well – but they are in a challenging group, so we’ll have to wait
and see what happens. (SC)

Quick read
QNB Stars League to resume December 22 post FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022
The QNB Stars League, which has taken a break after the first even weeks, will resume on December 22 post FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022. QSL
announced the schedule of Week 8 and Week 9 matches on Wednesday. Al Duhail will take on Al Gharafa in the first match of Week 8 on December 22. Leaders Al Arabi will take Al Alhi, while Umm Salal and Al Marhiya will also clash on the same day. The Week 9 matches will begin
on December 29. QSL said the venues and kick off times will be announced later. After the completion of seven rounds, Al Arabi are leading
the table with 16 points followed by Al Wakrah (15) and AL Duhail (14).
Fixtures: Week 8 (Dec 22): Al Duhail vs Al Gharafa; Al Ahli vs Al Arabi; Umm Salal vs Al Markhiya; Dec 23: Al Shamal vs Al Wakrah; Al Sadd vs
Qatar SC; Al Rayyan vs Al Sailiya; Week 9 (Dec 29): Al Duhail vs Umm Salal; Al Wakrah vs Al Arabi; Al Rayyan vs Al Sadd; Dec 30: Qatar SC vs
Al Gharafa; Al Sailiya vs Al Ahli; Al Markhiya vs Al Shamal. (TNN)

Every footballer wants to
play as much as they can,
but we’re being clever and
building myself up for the
last important part of the
season.
Wales captain Gareth Bale
PA MEDIA/DPA
LONDON

WALES captain Gareth Bale
says he is on track to be fully fit
for the World Cup in November.
Bale has made just two
starts in his 11 appearances for
Los Angeles FC, and has yet to
play 90 minutes since joining
the Californian club in July.
But the 33-year-old insists
his programme is tailored to
reach peak fitness for the end
of the MLS season and the subsequent World Cup in Qatar.
“We have a plan in LA with
what we’re doing,” said Bale,
who has linked up with the
Wales squad for their closing
Nations League games against
Belgium and Poland.
“We’re not doing too much
straight away.
“Every footballer wants to
play as much as they can, but
we’re being clever and building
myself up for the last important
part of the season.
“Hopefully that should put
me in great shape for the World
Cup. I think I’ll be a lot fitter.
“I haven’t played 90 minutes
yet, which is what I’m building
up to.
“We’re on a good path to
where I want to be. Of course
I want to play 90 minutes as
much as I can, but I understand
I need to build up to that because I haven’t done it an awful
lot in the last few years.
“The most important thing
for me is to take each week as
it comes. Hopefully that will
be good enough for me to help
LAFC and, ultimately, be ready
for the World Cup.” Bale turned
down offers to stay in Europe,

including one from hometown
club Cardiff, to move to the
United States after his trophyladen nine-year stay at Real
Madrid had come to an end.
He says he is enjoying the
Los Angeles lifestyle and that his
family have settled well in the
US. Bale said: “I am very happy. My family are settled there,
which is a big part, and the fans
have been really supportive.
“It’s taken a little while to
get everything sorted, but I am
playing games and have been
training for the last 10 weeks
and getting stronger.
“We now have an important
stretch of games in the MLS
and, after that, my attention
will turn to the World Cup.
“The plan is just to be 100
per cent to help LAFC first and
foremost.
Ultimately, that will lead
into me being 100 per cent fit
for the World Cup.”
Bale did not arrive in Wales
until Tuesday afternoon after
playing for LAFC in the early
hours of Monday.
Wales manager Robert
Page says he will assess Bale’s
condition before deciding
whether to start him against
Belgium, the world’s number
two-ranked team, in Brussels
on Thursday.
“You wouldn’t have thought
he’d just got off a flight from
the States,” said Page, who is
without injured quartet Aaron
Ramsey, Ben Davies, Harry
Wilson and Joe Allen this week.
“His preparation started as
soon as the final whistle went
in his game. He goes to the nth
degree. I’m not surprised by
his professionalism, but I was
surprised with how fresh he
looked.” Wales are bottom of
Nations League A4 with their
only point from four games
coming in a 1-1 draw at home to
Belgium in June.
Even if Wales lose in Belgium, and depending on results
elsewhere, the Dragons could
avoid relegation from the top
tier of the competition by beating Poland in their final fixture
in Cardiff on Sunday.
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Retiring Federer eyes fitting
farewell alongside Nadal
PA MEDIA/DPA
LONDON

Manchester United’s Portuguese striker Cristiano Ronaldo celebrates
scoring their second goal from the penalty spot during the UEFA Europa
League Group E match against Sheriff at Zimbru stadium in Chisinau,
Moldova, on September 15, 2022. (AFP)

Ronaldo shuts down
international retirement
talk, eyes Euro 2024
STATS PERFORM/DPA
BERLIN

CRISTIANO Ronaldo intends
to continue with Portugal until
Euro 2024, shutting down any
notion this year’s World Cup
could be his last major international tournament.
The veteran attacker has
struggled for form this season
at club level with Manchester
United, dropped by Erik ten
Hag and mostly kept on the
sidelines by a positive upturn
in results.
But his place in Fernando
Santos’ Portugal squad has
never been in doubt, with the
37-year-old leading his country
in their Nations League matches with the Czech Republic and
Spain this week.
Speaking at the Quinas de
Ouro awards, where he was feted, Ronaldo revealed his ambitions to remain with the national set-up for another major

tournament cycle, taking him
through to the age of 39.
“I hope to be a part of the
national team for a few more
years,” he stated. “I still have
the motivation, and my ambition is high.
“My path here is not over.
We have many quality youngsters. I will be at the World
Cup, and I want to be at the European Championship, too.
“It has been a long road and
I want to take the opportunity
to say that the road is not over
yet. You’ll still have to put up
with me for a little while longer!” Ronaldo’s only major honour at international level came
at Euro 2016, albeit he missed
most of the final victory over
France following an injury.
Portugal will hope for a successful tournament in Qatar,
where they are the top-seeded
nation in Group H, alongside
Uruguay, South Korea and
Ghana.

ROGER Federer will bring the
curtain down on his illustrious
career with a doubles match in
London on Friday night - and
he hopes it will be alongside
Rafael Nadal.
Federer, the 20-time Grand
Slam champion and arguably
the greatest male player of all
time, announced last week that
he will retire after competing at
the Laver Cup.
Having admitted defeat in
his ongoing battle with a knee
injury, the 41-year-old will play
one final doubles match at the
Ryder Cup-style team competition at the 02.
And he offered up a tantalising prospect for tennis fans
across the world, one last hurrah with his oldest and greatest rival, Spain’s 22-time major
winner Nadal.
“Of course. No doubt,”
Federer said at a packed press
conference at the 02.
“I mean, I think it could
be quite a unique situation, if
it were to happen, for as long
as we battled together to having always had this respect for
one another, the families, our
coaching teams, we always got
along really well.
“For us as well to go
through a career that we both
have had and to come out the
other side being able to have
a nice relationship, I think, is
maybe a great message as well
to not just tennis but sports
and maybe even beyond.
“For that reason I think it
would be great. I don’t know if
it’s going to happen, but I think
it could be obviously a special
moment.”
Federer will have to circumnavigate the rules of the
tournament which was his
brainchild, as all competitors

In this file photo taken on July 12, 2019 Switzerland’s Roger Federer (R) speaks with Spain’s Rafael Nadal
after Federer won their men’s singles semi-final of the 2019 Wimbledon Championships at The All England
Lawn Tennis Club in Wimbledon, London. (AFP)
have to play at least one singles
match rather than just doubles.
Bjorn Borg and John
McEnroe, the captains of Team
Europe and Team World respectively, agreed to the Swiss
great’s request and Matteo
Berrettini, the first alternate,
will take Federer’s place in the
event over the weekend.
“That was my concern going
in,” he added. “Of course this is
an ATP event that I don’t want
to mess with, but at the same
time, I know my limitations.
“This is why I asked Bjorn
if it was OK if I play maybe just
one doubles, and I guess that
one would have to be on Friday night. Then I guess Matteo
would come in for me and have
to play on Saturday for me.
“Bjorn said, obviously,
‘Of course, that’s totally fine’.
Bjorn spoke to John, as well.

They spoke to the tournament
and the ATP if that was OK,
and everybody said that was
fine.
“So here I am trying to
prepare for one last doubles.
I’m nervous going in because
I haven’t played in so long. I
hope I can be somewhat competitive.” Federer revealed he
could have announced his retirement earlier but waited to
return to London, the scene
of many of his most famous
triumphs, not least his eight
Wimbledon titles.
“I’m happy to do it here in
London, this city has been special to me.
Maybe the most special
place with Wimbledon down
the road and here at the O2,” he
said. “I played here and qualified for so many years and won
here as well.

I just thought it was very fitting. I have always enjoyed the
crowds here as well.
“Also I just wanted to let the
fans know I won’t be a ghost.
It’s funny, I talked about Bjorn
Borg just before - I don’t think
he returned to Wimbledon for
25 years.
“That, in a way, hurts every
tennis fan. It’s totally acceptable, his life, his reasons, you
know. But I don’t think I’ll be
that guy. I feel tennis has given
me too much.
“I have been around the
game for too long and fallen
in love with too many things.”
Novak Djokovic, Andy Murray, Casper Ruud and Stefanos Tsitsipas are also on Team
Europe, who will face a world
team including Taylor Fritz,
Felix Augur-Aliassime and Diego Schwartzman.

Al Annabi get set for Canada and Chile friendlies
TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

THE Qatari national football
team is preparing for friendly
matches against Canada and
Chile on Friday (Sept 23) and
Tuesday (Sept 27) as the squad
continue their preparations
in Austria ahead of the FIFA
World Cup Qatar 2022.
The two matches will be
held in Austria where the Qatar team has been undergoing
training since June.
Qatar, hosts of the 2022
FIFA World Cup – are getting
ready to face Ecuador in the
opening match on November
20 at the Al Bayt Stadium.
The appearance of the
Qatari team during the break
period listed on the FIFA calendar for September will be
the first since the friendly
matches between Bulgaria and
Slovenia in Doha on March 26

The Qatar national football team will play against Canada and Chile
on Friday (Sept 23) and Tuesday (Sept 27) as the squad continue their
preparations in Austria ahead of the FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022.
and 29.
The
two
forthcoming
matches will be a real test for
the Qatar squad that kicked off
a long preparatory programme
which started in early June

after the decision of the Qatar
Football Association (QFA) to
exempt the international players from participating in the
QNB Stars League.
In recent times a number

of unofficial matches outside
the framework of FIFA’s international windows have been
played since there is a suspension of local leagues.
Qatar coach Felix Sanchez
has decided to play as many
players as possible to give
them match practice in light of
the short rest time before the
matches against Canada and
then Chile.
Earlier this year, Qatar
underwent their first training
camp in the Spanish city of
Marbella.
The Qatari team delegation
is scheduled to return to Doha
after the match against Chile.
Upon their return, the players
will take a short break of three
days before resuming training in a short indoor camp for
five days where the players will
engage in several training sessions including an open one on
October 2.

Naomi Osaka of Japan hits balls to the crowd after her victory against
Daria Saville of Australia during their women’s singles match on day
two of the Pan Pacific Open in Tokyo on Tuesday. (AFP)

Osaka ‘pretty happy’
despite falling to 48th
in WTA rankings
STATS PERFORM/DPA
BERLIN

Germany’s Bierhoff happy with Oman
as the final pre-World Cup destination
DPA
FRANKFURT

GERMAN Football Federation
(DFB) director Oliver Bierhoff
is satisfied that the team found
a new destination and oppponent for their final pre World
Cup test, Oman, after their
original plan was ended by the
tournament draw.
Four-time champions Germany wanted to play Japan in
Dubai ahead of the November 20
World Cup start but both were
then pitted into the same group
at the tournament in Qatar.
Instead, coach Hansi Flick
will now go to Oman on November 14 for a short training
camp, play the country’s national team two days later, and
fly to their World Cup base in
Qatar on November 18.
At the World Cup, Germany’s group stage games are November 23 against Japan, four

Oliver Bierhoff, technical director of the German national football team,
speaks during a press conference of the German national football team on
Tuesday in Frankfurt am Main, western Germany, two days before the UEFA
Nations League Group 3 match between Germany and Hungary. (AFP)
days later against Spain and on
December 1 v Costa Rica.
Oman was confirmed is the
new destination only last week,

and Bierhoff said ahead of Germany’s Nations League games
Friday against Hungary and
Monday in England that “such

talks and negotiations are not
always easy.
“In the end it was important for us to get into the Qatar climate zone as soon as
possible and to play a friendly
against a not too strong opponent,” he said.
“To give the coaches a chance
to test when the players are coming out of their season, their
weeks with mid-week fixtures.”
Teams normally have several weerks to prepare for World
Cups which are traditionally
held in June and July. But due
to the Qatar climate the 2022
event is late in the year, with all
big leagues running until November 13, just one week ahead
of the opening match.
“The preparation for the
tournament is very different
compared to other tournaments. And we are grateful to
have found a good destination
in Oman,” Bierhoff said.

FOUR-TIME Grand Slam
champion Naomi Osaka admitted she has not had “the best
year” but is still “pretty happy
with where I am now.”
Osaka - a former world
number one - has slipped to
48th in the latest WTA rankings, and has not won a match
at a Grand Slam since she beat
Madison Brengle in the second
round at the Australian Open
in January.
The Japanese-born star was
eliminated in the first round at
the French Open and US Open
this year, and did not compete
at Wimbledon due to an Achilles injury.
Having taken some time
away from the game last year
to focus on her mental health,
Osaka has struggled to get back
to her previous high levels.
However, speaking ahead
of the Pan Pacific Open in Tokyo, she seemed calm about the
situation, as she suggested she
is improving both on and off
the court.
“It was kind of hard at first,
just because I feel like I should
be somewhere where I’m obviously currently not,” the

24-year-old said.
“I think for me, it’s more
about being at peace with myself. I know that I’m here for a
reason.” Osaka has seven career singles titles to her name,
including four majors - she has
won twice at Flushing Meadows and twice at the Australian
Open.
“This year has not been
the best year for me, but I’ve
learned a lot about myself,”
she added.
“Life is ups and downs, and
this year was more down than
up, but overall I’m pretty happy
with where I am now.”
She is now aiming to defend her title at the Pan Pacific
Open, which has not been held
in three years due to the coronavirus pandemic, swhere her
opponent Daria Saville retired
injured in the first match on
Tuesday.
“It feels really weird to hear
that I’m the defending champion because it was the last time I
played in 2019,” she said.
“I would love to win it again,
but I think just taking it one
match at a time... and also just
playing in front of a crowd in
Tokyo again, because the Olympics was crowdless, so it will
just be nice to see people.”
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Doha steps up preparations to stage 2023 World Judo C’ships
TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

DOHA is preparing to stage a
spectacular edition of World
Judo Championships next year
from May 07-14, 2023.
A delegation from the International Judo Federation (IJF)
began an extensive site visit to
Doha in light of the process of
coordination that precedes every major championship.
The Vice-President and
Director-General of the local
organizing committee, Khalid
bin Hamad Al Attiya stressed
that he is confident that Doha
would be ready to host the best
world’s judokas next years.
“All the big pieces are in
place. Our task over the next
year is to link all the pieces
together as we prepare to
stage an innovative and exciting event edition of the
world championship,” he

said.
Claudiu Chimoiu who led
the IJF’s team, said that everyone was impressed by Qatar’s

preparations to host the word
championships and hailed the
cooperation of LOC members
with IJF to provide athletes

with world-class facilities.
“We have made good progress in our planning during
my visit.

“One of the goals was to
forge closer relationships between key personnel at the
LOC and the IJF because that

united team will form the foundation for a successful edition
of championships after seven
months.”

Hayden defends Bhuvi’s
bowling at the death
ANI
NEW DELHI

WITH debates being sparked
on whether Bhuvneshwar Kumar is adept enough to bowl
the death overs for India,
Australian cricketer Matthew
Hayden backed the Indian pacer and said he has been a very
good “finisher.”
India’s road to the ICC
Men’s T20 World Cup started off on a rather sour note
as Australia pulled off their
second-highest chase in T20I
cricket on Wednesday.
The T20 world champions
accomplished this landmark
against India at Mohali chasing
down 209 with four balls and
four wickets to spare.
Speaking on Star Sports
show - ‘Match Point’, former
Australian cricketer Matthew
Hayden spoke about who his
star performer for Australia in
the first T20I against India was
and whether India can stick on
to their current death bowling
regime ahead of the second and
third T20Is later this week.
Hayden backed the pacer
and said, “I disagree with that,
I think he can and has been
a very good finisher. I think
that’s his role, I mean, obviously, his role is to take wickets up
front but if your skipper wants
an over or two from you at the
end, then he can do that.”

India to host Moto GP in 2023
ANI
NEW DELHI

IN a significant boost for Indian motorsports, India will
host its maiden Moto GP race
in 2023 to be called the ‘Grand
Prix of Bharat’, at the Buddh
International Circuit.
Riders from as many as 19
countries will participate in the
event, which is expected to provide a major boost to tourism
in the country.
Buddh International Circuit last hosted the Formula
1 Indian Grand Prix for three
consecutive years from 2011
India’s Bhuvneshwar Kumar delivers a ball during the first Twenty20 international India and Australia at the
Punjab Cricket Association Stadium in Mohali on Tuesday. (AFP)
With the challenge of ‘Mission Melbourne’ looking even
more daunting than before,
major issues in India’s bowling need to be addressed as the
death overs have become a major talk point in India’s recent
performances.
With many of Australia’s
young guns and debutants stealing the show last night in Mohali, there seems to be a long way

ECB announce 2023
Ashes schedule
AGENCIES
LONDON

ENGLAND have announced a
jam-packed home schedule for
the summer of 2023, in addition to a five-match Ashes series against Australia and a single Test match against Ireland.
A one-off Test match
against Ireland will be played
at Lord’s from June 1 to June
4 to kick off Ben Stokes’ team’s
summer.
The five-match Test series
against Australia will then command their focus, with England
attempting to reclaim the Ashes
following their 0-4 loss in Australia in 2021-2022.
The Test matches for the

men’s Ashes will be held at
Edgbaston, Lord’s, Headingley,
Old Trafford, and The Oval between June 16 and July 31.
The men’s England team
will also play four 20-over
games and four 50-over games
in an ODI and a T20I series
against New Zealand.
August 30 through September 15 are the scheduled dates
for the series versus New Zealand.
As England ramp up their
preparations for the ICC Men’s
Cricket World Cup 2023, which
will be held in India, they
will also play a three-match
One-Day International series
against Ireland from September 20 to 26.

England’s home schedule for 2023
Thursday June 1-Sunday June 4: One-off Test
Match, England Men v Ireland Men, Lord’s
Men’s Ashes Series
Friday June 16-Tuesday June 20: 1st Test,
Edgbaston
Wednesday June 28-Sunday July 2: 2nd Test,
Lords
Thursday July 6-Monday July 10: 3rd Test,
Headingley
Wednesday July 19-Sunday July 23: 4th Test,
Emirates Old Trafford
Thursday July 27-Monday 31: 5th Test, The Kia
Oval
T20I series vs New Zealand
Wednesday August 30: 1st T20I, England v New
Zealand, Seat Unique Riverside, Chester-le-Street
Friday September 1: 2nd T20I, England v New
Zealand, Emirates Old Trafford
Sunday September 3: 3rd T20I, England v New

Zealand, Edgbaston
Tuesday September 5: 4th T20I, England v New
Zealand, Trent Bridge
ODI series vs New Zealand
Friday September 8: 1st ODI, England v New
Zealand, Sophia Gardens, Cardiff
Sunday September 10: 2nd ODI, England v New
Zealand, The Ageas Bowl
Wednesday September 13: 3rd ODI, England v
New Zealand, Kia Oval
Friday September 15: 4th ODI, England v New
Zealand, Lord’s
ODI series v Ireland
Wednesday September 20: 1st ODI, England v
Ireland, Headingley
Saturday September 23: 2nd ODI, England v
Ireland, Trent Bridge
Tuesday September 26: 3rd ODI, England v
Ireland, Seat Unique Stadium, Bristol.

to go before India can be confident about having a successful
World Cup campaign.
With India receiving another ‘reality check’ before the
start of the ICC Men’s T20
World Cup, the stakes are high
as they face Australia to save
the series in the second T20I
on September 23, 2022.
Speaking on Cameron
Greene’s performance against

India, Hayden said, “Greene,
he has been a really big asset
for Australian Cricket for a couple of years now. He’s a genuine all-rounder. I just think he’s
such a huge part of the future of
Australian cricket. So it doesn’t
really surprise me, he’s very capable, he’s a big man with good
skills. He looked a little bit disappointing with the ball, but
it’s a tough place to bowl.”

till 2013, and now will host the
maiden Moto Gp race.
Carlos Ezpeleta MD, Drona Sports, commercial rights
holder of Moto GP said, “Well
we know that India is a hub and
we pretty sure that we will find
many more fans of this Moto
GP here we are delighted to be
part of India now and soon we
will turn this into reality.”
“We have a long way programme and a vision for this we
knew that F1 packed up soon
from India but we will come
here with a great plan and we
hope this race goes long,” he
added.

Quick read
Hassan to replace Shakib as captain for UAE T20Is
DHAKA: Shakib Al Hasan will be replaced as captain by Nurul Hasan,
who is rejoining the team following a finger surgery, for the upcoming
two-match T20I series against the UAE in Dubai. The majority of the
Bangladesh team consists of T20 World Cup hopefuls. But to make
up for Shakib’s absence, the selectors have chosen three of the four
standbyes. The squad: Nurul Hasan (capt), Sabbir Rahman, Mehidy
Hasan Miraz, Afif Hossain, Mosaddek Hossain, Litton Das, Yasir Ali,
Mustafizur Rahman, Mohammad Saifuddin, Taskin Ahmed, Ebadot
Hossain, Hasan Mahmud, Najmul Hossain Shanto, Nasum Ahmed,
Shoriful Islam, Soumya Sarkar, Rishad Hossain. (ANI)

Harmanpreet slams 143* in record
total as India eves secure ODI series
AGENCIES
CANTERBURY

HARMANPREET Kaur hit a
sublime 143 not out from 111
balls to guide India to an 88run victory over England in the
second One-Day Onternational
in Canterbury on Wednesday,
reports BBC.com.
Put in to bat, India scored
an imposing 333-5, the highest
total England have ever conceded in a home ODI.
Captain
Harmanpreet
struck 18 fours and four sixes
in her innings, supported by
Harleen Deol’s 58.
Renuka Singh Thakur then
starred with the ball, taking
4-57 as England were bowled
out for 245 in another disappointing performance.
Danni Wyatt and Amy
Jones steered England to 1674, before Wyatt’s dismissal for
65 in the 30th over sparked a
collapse of four wickets for just
16 runs.
The win takes India to an
unassailable 2-0 lead, securing their first ODI series win in
England since 1999.
Again England struggled in
the absence of key senior players, with Katherine Brunt resting, captain Heather Knight
injured and Nat Sciver taking
a break for her mental health.

India skipper Harmanpreet Kaur launches into one of the four sixes she hit during her unbeaten knock of 143
off 111 balls against England in the second One-Day International at Canterbury on Wednesday.
The inexperience of England’s bowling attack was
stark, and India capitalised.
The bowling figures of Freya
Kemp and Lauren Bell were
England’s two most expensive

of all time - Kemp 1-82 and Bell
taking 1-79, and as a team they
bowled 21 wides.
The series continues with
the third and final ODI at
Lord’s on Saturday.

Scores: India 333-5 (50 overs):
Harmanpreet 143* (111), Deol
58 (72) bt England 245 all out
(44.2 overs): Wyatt 65 (58);
Thakur 4-57. India won by 88
runs, lead series 2-0.
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A group of Dohabased journalists
recently visited
Turkey and met with
a number of leaders
from various sectors.
The visit was organised by the embassy
of the Republic of
Turkey in Qatar
Senior officials of Borsa Istanbul Stock Exchange with members of the media team from Qatar.

Turkish business community leaders foresee promising,
stronger bilateral trade and investment ties with Qatar
GROUP of Dohabased journalists
recently
visited
Turkey and met
with a number of
leaders from various sectors including business, investment,
finance, industry, real estate,
science and research, construction, media, as well as aviation
leaders and experts.
The visit was organised by
the embassy of the Republic of
Turkey in Qatar for the journalists to witness the smooth
growth and development of
the Turkish economy as well
as Qatar’s investment in various sectors including finance,
banking, retail, hospitality, real
estate and defence production.
The journalists from Qatar got the opportunity to
visit various areas and see on
ground the sectors where the
two countries have a huge potential for mutual cooperation
and support, and to exchange
their experience and expertise
in areas where they are likely
to join hands for the benefit of
both sides.
Ahmet Burak Daglioglu,
president, Presidency of the
Republic of Turkey Investment
Office, said that direct Qatari
investments into Turkey until
the end of December 2021 was
recorded at around $10.3 billion. “Such a handsome investment shows strong and close relations between the leaderships
of the two brotherly countries
as well as the confidence in the

A

Ahmet Burak Daghoglu (seventh from left), president, Investment office of Turkish Presidency, with members
of the Qatar delegation.
Turkish economy,” he said.
Daglioglu added, “Turkey
appreciates and attaches great
value to Qatar which is a major
investor from the Gulf states
and we are confident on taking these relations to further
higher levels.”
Daglioglu said that Turkish
strategic position as a gateway
to Europe, Asia, Africa, and
Middle East, and its friendly
business policies including
various incentives to individuals as well as on corporate level
supported by sound capabilities of handling global challenges and the fast-growing
domestic economy, are the key
attractions for investors.
Replying to a question on
the challenges the local currency has been through, he
said that inflation has already

reached its peak and it’s time
now for it to drop. Long-term
stable investments, he noted,
will help create more jobs.
Explaining why Turkey remains such an attractive destination for investment, the chief
of Turkish investment division
said that almost half of the
Turkish population is under
age 32, adding that the country produces around a million
university graduates who come
with a slew of skills in IT, science, technology, engineering,
automotive, industrial field and
various other areas.
Daglioglu, who holds a
Bachelor’s degree in Economics and Masters in Finance,
has served in various positions
from 2010 to 2015 including
as project director responsible
for investment projects from

the Gulf States, the USA, Japan
and India. He has also served
as vice president of the Investment Office from 2015 to 2020
and was appointed member of
the Board of Turkey Wealth
Funds in November 2020.
The Presidency of the Republic of Turkey Investment
Office has its branch office located in Qatar Financial Center
(QFC) headquarters in Doha
represented by Abdullah Deniz.
The office was established in
October 2021.
Turkish Ambassador to Qatar HE Dr. Mustafa Goksu had
said on the opening ceremony
of the office that “Qatari businesses will now have access to
the many advantages that these
offices offer. Investors seeking
to analyse the Turkish market
will also have all the informa-

tion they need available to
them at the office branches”.
QFC CEO Yousuf Mohamed Al Jaida had said that the
branches would be very important for strengthening the
investment and trade relations
of the two countries.
Senior officials at the Borsa
Headquarters, the Istanbul
Stock Exchange, briefed members of the media from Qatar
on the importance of the Istanbul stock exchange, which
is just around four hours away
from any capital of the European countries and from the
Middle East.
Turkey recorded 11% GDP
growth in 2021 and in the Q2
of 2022 it has seen 7.6% GDP
growth. Turkish economy was
reported as the world’s 11th
largest economy in 2021
with the Per Capita GDP of
$9,539 in the same year.
Inviting Qatari investors, the official said that
foreign investors have safe
and easy trading opportunities, with no restriction
on capital inflows and
outflows, and access to a wide
variety of securities products traded
in four different markets. He
said that
Qatar
Investment

Authority has 10% of stake in
Istanbul Stock Exchange, to
the value of $200 m as per the
November 2020 agreement
between Qatar Investment
Authority and Turkey Wealth
Fund.
The official said that Turkey’s strong regulatory and
extremely strong technology
infrastructure would be invaluable to Qatari investors. He
added that recently a resolution was moved in Turkish
Parliament to elevate Istanbul
Financial Center to the position of International Financial
Center owing to its strategic
position in the European region.
Moreover, both Qatar Financial Center and Istanbul
Financial Center are
in
collaboration
as both signed a
memorandum of
understanding
(MoU) in 2019.

Abdullah Deniz

‘Qatar and Turkey moving fast forward with stronger trade ties’

B

RITISH Motor Company (BMC) is Turkey’s
largest manufacturer of
commercial and military vehicles and since its
establishment in 1964 it has
manufactured more than
300.000 vehicles to date,
Murat Yalcintas, Chief Executive Officer of BMC, told
the media team from Qatar
during their recent visit to
Turkey.
Those present on the occasion were Abdullah Deniz,
Country Advisor, Presideny
of the Republic of Turkiye, Investment Office, Qatar; Metin
Olcay, International Business
Development Director; and
Gorkem Bilgi, Vice President,
International Business Development, Defence.
BMC offices are located
in state-of-the-art Teknopark
sector in Istanbul with the
aim to provide protection of
technology and to mediate
the economy with the idea, invention, innovation, and high
value-added information.
Murat Yalcintas, in his
briefing to the media team
from Qatar, said that BMC
productions are being utilized
in more than 80 countries all
across the globe. “BMC offers
special solutions for automotive and defence industries
with its modern facilities in
Sakarya, Turkey and Izmir,
Turkey wide product range,
qualified workforce, and high
production capacity.
In addition to the facto-

Murat Yalcintas (right) with Abdullah Deniz
ries, Yalcintas said, BMC has
three
coordination/liaison
offices – in Ankara, İstanbul
and Doha – to follow up the
ongoing and future project
and business cooperation opportunities not only in Turkey and Qatar, but also in
all the regions from Europe,
Africa, Middle East, Asia and
Americas.
BMC Production Facilities, he noted, is designed
with the flexibility to manufacture many commercial
and defence industry vehicles
with different configurations
ranging from commercial
buses to trucks, and from
armoured vehicles protected against mines to tactical
wheeled vehicles. “All performance tests for the prototypes developed with superior engineering capabilities

and advanced manufacturing
technology are performed according to the international
standards”.
The BMC CEO added that
a dynamic and powerful human resource with more than
3,000 employees, BMC owns
all its solutions ranging from
design to R&D, and from production to sales marketing
and after sales services.
“BMC, with its multinational business culture and
history, intends to take a
step to initiate a long-term
win-win business opportunity all around the world in
over 80 countries since 1964.
With the partnership of the
Qatar Armed Forces Industrial Committee in 2014 with
BMC, our vision and mission
started to target to be the one
of most reliable and devel-

Ozlem Telatar of Teknopark Istanbul
oped OEM country for military and commercial vehicle
suppliers,” he said.
“With this increasing
business and industrial collaboration, at BMC, our first
aim is to establish Local
Logistic Center to conduct
maintenance activities, trainings, spare part warehouse in
Qatar, using this logistic support center as the central hub
for Middle-East and Africa is
the next step,” he added.
Ozlem Telatar, Corporate
Communications Manager,
Teknopark Istanbul, in her
briefing to the visiting Dohabased journalists, said, “the
principal purpose of establishing the research hub of
Teknopark istanbul is to increase the wealth of the society by supporting the culture
of innovation and competi-

tiveness of knowledge-based
companies, manage and promote the flow of information
and technology between universities, R&D institutions,
firms, and the sector. Facilitating the formation and
growth of innovative companies with the incubation centers they host, Techno parks
provide high-quality spaces
to these companies and provide value-added services”.
Teknopark Istanbul was
built in four modules to provide services in accordance
with the potential of Istanbul, namely Collaboration
Development, Project Development, Industrial Property
Rights, and Cluster Supports.
The first-ever Teknopark
was founded in 1952 in Northern California, USA under the
name Stanford Research Park

(Silicon Valley).
In Turkey, a great emphasis is given on technological
expertise programs with the
collaboration and cooperation
between the public sector, industry and the university.
According to the information announced by Turkish
Ministry of Science, Industry, and Technology, 67 of the
85 Technology Development
Zones continue to operate,
while 18 of them are still not
operational due to the continuing infrastructure works.
Telatar said there are 416
R&D companies in operation
with 8,374 engineers, 844
ongoing projects, 2,823 national projects, 300 graduate
incubation companies and
120-plus incubation companies settled in Teknopark Istanbul.
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AMIR ATTENDS RECEPTION CEREMONY AT METROPOLITAN MUSEUM OF ART IN NEW YORK

The Amir His Highness Sheikh
Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani attended
a reception ceremony held at the
Metropolitan Museum of Art in New
York on the occasion of announcing a new partnership with Qatar
Museums in New York. HH the Amir
toured the museum and visited
the Islamic Art Collection area,
now named Qatar Hall, to view its
archaeological and historic holdings,
as well as its Islamic manuscripts
and artwork. He was also briefed on
the outcome of the fruitful cooperation between Qatar Museums and
the Metropolitan Museum of Art. HH
the Amir later attended a luncheon
banquet held on occasion. The
ceremony was attended by Chairperson of Qatar Museums HE Sheikha
Al Mayassa bint Hamad bin Khalifa
Al Thani, a number of members of
the official delegation accompanying
HH the Amir, ranking officials and
guests. (QNA/New York)

FM, SERBIA COUNTERPART
DISCUSS RELATIONS

Qatar takes part in Group of Friends of
Global Development Initiative meeting
QNA
NEW YORK

Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign Affairs HE Sheikh
Mohammed bin Abdulrahman Al Thani on Wednesday met with
Minister of Foreign Affairs of Serbia Nikola Selakovic on the sidelines of the 77th session of the United Nations General Assembly
in New York. During the meeting, they reviewed bilateral relations
between the two countries and several regional and international
issues of common interest. (QNA)

QATAR participated in the Ministerial Meeting of the Group of
Friends of the Global Development Initiative, on the sidelines
of the 77th session of the UN
General Assembly in New York.
Qatar was represented in the
meeting by Assistant Foreign
Minister HE Lolwah bint Rashid
Al Khater.
In her speech, the Assistant
FM praised the efforts made by
China through its launch of the
Global Development Initiative
(GDI), which contributes to accelerating the implementation of
the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable
Development.
She said that the increase in
the group of friends sends a posi-

FM PARTICIPATES IN ROUNDTABLE ON SUSTAINABLE PEACE

tive and strong signal from the
international community about
the importance of the GDI basic
concepts and principles, which
pays special attention to the development and the main role
of global development partnerships.
She explained that COVID-19

remains a huge challenge, and
pointed out that it has exacerbated current needs and challenges
such as poverty, the effects of
climate change, conflict and food
insecurity in a way that threaten
to undermine progress made in
implementing the 2030 Agenda
for Sustainable Development.

She added that despite the
existing challenges, collective
efforts and global partnerships
continue to play a vital role in
addressing these challenges and
responding to the growing needs.
The minister affirmed that
Qatar places development at the
top of its priorities, noting that it
has not limited its efforts only to
the national level, but has continued its endeavours as an effective
partner at the international level,
recognising the importance of
multilateral cooperation.
She added that Qatar continues to provide its contributions
at the international level, noting
that the Qatar Fund for Development, in 2021, contributed more
than $551 million at the international level in the field of development and humanitarian aid.

Qatar the only country that supports
3 pillars of UNOCT work: UN official
QNA
NEW YORK

Deputy Prime Minister and Minister
of Foreign Affairs HE Sheikh Mohammed bin Abdulrahman Al Thani took
part in a closed-door ministerial
roundtable on ‘Finding the Path to
Sustainable Peace and Security: 20
Years after the Arab Peace Initiative’,
which was hosted by High Representative of the European Union for
Foreign Affairs and Security Policy
Josep Borrell on the sidelines of the
77th session of the United Nations
General Assembly in New York. The
roundtable discussed the challenges
and opportunities to revive the diplomatic track between the Palestinian
and Israeli sides, and the ways to
resume the peace process based on
the Arab Peace Initiative and relevant
UN resolutions. (QNA)

UN Under-Secretary-General for
Counter-Terrorism and Head
of the United Nations Office of
Counter-Terrorism (UNOCT)
Vladimir Voronkov has praised
Qatar’s efforts to support the
work of the UNOCT in countering terrorism, stating that Qatar
is the only country that supports
all three pillars of the UN Counter-Terrorism Office mandate,
which are politics, coordination
and the capacity-building activities and technical assistance of
the member states.
In his exclusive statements
to Qatar News Agency (QNA) in
New York, Voronkov pointed out
that cooperation with Qatar is
strategic and innovative, where
the threat of terrorism is discussed on a global scale during
the strategic dialogues.
He said the two offices established in Doha came within the
implementation mechanisms,
explaining that one of these offices is concerned with behavioural insights while the second
is concerned with parliamentary
engagement, which means that
the most difficult parts of the
counterterrorism agenda, rehabilitation and reintegration, are

based on scientific results which
are implemented through programmatic activities in various
countries.
Qatar continues to assume its
responsibility as an active partner
of the international community,
with an active role in maintaining security, supporting international efforts for counterterrorism and taking the necessary
measures to defeat terrorism and
extremism through bilateral and
regional multilateral cooperation
with concerned countries and institutions, he said.
“Counterterrorism
comes
within the main priorities of
Qatar’s national, regional and
international policy. One of the
concrete steps taken by Qatar to
combat terrorism is signing an
agreement with the UNOCT in

December 2018 to establish a
United Nations Office of Counter-Terrorism in Doha. Following this, Qatar and the UNOCT
held the first strategic dialogue
at the UN headquarters in March
2019,” he said.
Voronkov pointed out that
the Doha Office has done concrete work as it drafts model legislative provisions on many parts
of the counterterrorism agenda.
He added that Counter-Terrorism Office has new programmatic activities such as sports security, as the world is preparing
for the most important and popular sporting event - the FIFA
World Cup Qatar 2022.
“Counter-Terrorism Office
is working closely with different
Qatari agencies on sports security issues,” he said.

