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Amir to address UN General Assembly today
Amir’s participation in UNGA reflects Qatar’s
keenness to achieve UN goals: UN official
QNA
NEW YORK

QNA
LONDON

HIS Highness the Amir of State
of Qatar Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani left the UK capital,
London, on Monday and headed
to New York City to participate
in the meetings of the 77th ses-

sion of the UN General Assembly
(UNGA 77) held at the organisation’s headquarters in the US.
HH the Amir will deliver a
speech at the opening session
of the General Assembly on
Tuesday, Sept 20.
An official delegation accompanies HH the Amir.

THE participation of His Highness the Amir of State of Qatar
Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al
Thani in the 77th session of
the United Nations General
Assembly (UNGA 77) reflects
the commitment of Qatar to the
United Nations and its keenness
on achieving the goals of the
international organisation, UN
Secretary-General’s Spokesperson Stephane Dujarric has said.
Dujarric said Qatar has for
long been participating in the
meetings of the UN with the
highest levels of representation, which helped demonstrate

over the years the role Qatar
plays and the support it provides to the UN, whether in
terms of financing, development
support or assistance to least
developed countries.
“The critical political role that
Qatar has played on the issue of
Afghanistan, or on issues less
visible sometimes like Chad,
or the bridge builder between
Iran and the West as shows the
country as a geographical and
diplomatic bridge builder. Qatar
has really played a central role
for us at the UN,” he said.
Dujarric affirmed the appreciation and gratitude of the
UN to Qatar for its mediation
in many regional and global

US thanks Qatar
for assistance in
the release of
American citizen

advantage of,” he added.
He also commended the
Qatari mediation in Chad, saying
that it shows the importance of
Qatar’s role in the peaceful resolution of disputes and conflicts.
“I think the efforts of Qatar in
Chad, in Afghanistan and on Iran,
on trying to diffuse the tension
between Iran and the international community is invaluable.”
The UN official expressed
his belief that the World Cup
Qatar 2022 will be a great edition of the competition, noting
that UN agencies are cooperating with Qatar to use the World
Cup as a platform to promote
sustainable development goals
and understanding. PAGE 16

Qatar is a pioneer in
digital transformation
of education: Minister

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

THE US has thanked Qatar for
its assistance in releasing an
American citizen named Mark
Frericks, who was kidnapped
in 2020 in Afghanistan.
“We are particularly grateful
for the assistance of the State of
Qatar in this regard, and frankly,
in many other matters,” a senior
US administration official said,
during a press conference published by the White House.
“We expect the US Secretary of State to speak with his
Qatari counterpart to convey
this thanks,” the official added.
The official said Mark is
currently in Doha. Mark was a
former US Marine working as a
civil engineer for construction
projects in Afghanistan when he
was kidnapped in 2020. After
long negotiations, the US and
Afghanistan reached a prisoner
exchange settlement, in which
Afghanistan agreed to hand Frericks to the US, in exchange for
an Afghan tribal leader, Bashir
Noorzai, who had been imprisoned since 2005.

conflicts, and, in this context,
reiterated thanks to Qatar for its
assistance in evacuating United
Nations staff from Kabul more
than a year ago.
“I think the Secretary
General was very moved by HH
the Amir and the government’s
assistance in that regard.
There’s of course the continued
role that Qatar plays in terms
of being the bridge between the
de facto authorities in Kabul
and the rest of the world. Qatar
is sort of a diplomatic hub for
Afghanistan. We know a number
of embassies who moved from
Kabul to Doha, and that’s been
extremely important and that
is something we have taken

QNA
NEW YORK

Final farewell to Queen Elizabeth II
Britain bade its final farewell to Queen Elizabeth II on Monday, honouring its longest-reigning monarch with a state funeral that provided pomp in solemn circumstances, drew dignitaries from around
the world and captivated a global television audience. The hour-long event inside Westminster Abbey,
attended by 2,000 people, followed 11 days of national mourning and highly choreographed public
ceremonies. Afterward, the queen’s coffin, topped by symbols of state, made its slow procession
through the streets of London on its way to Windsor for smaller ceremonies and interment later Monday. Tens of thousands of people streamed to the environs of Buckingham Palace, hoping to catch
a glimpse of the cortege on its route and to pay their final respects to a figure whose life many felt
served as the very model of a modern major monarch. Before the funeral began on Monday morning,
Westminster Abbey’s largest bell tolled once a minute for 96 minutes to mark each year of the late
monarch’s life. 
SEE ALSO PAGE 8

Minister of Education and
Higher Education HE Buthaina
bint Ali Al Jabr Al Nuaimi has
stressed that Qatar is one of
the leading countries in the
process of digital transformation in education, hailing the
ministry’s necessary measures to confront the COVID-19
pandemic in record time once
it first broke out globally.
She ascribed the country’s educational achievements to the importance
the wise leadership has
attached to education, which
contributed to providing an
infrastructure of well-trained
educational cadres, electronic platforms, communication
networks, digital sources,
and created students capable of dealing with modern
technology.
She affirmed that Qatar,
under the leadership of His
Highness the Amir of State

HE Buthaina bint Ali Al Jabr Al
Nuaimi
of Qatar Sheikh Tamim bin
Hamad Al Thani, is playing a
leading global role through
its external development aid
projects in the sectors of education, health and economic
empowerment.
The minister said Qatar’s
unrelenting calls for the need
to avert education from the
scourge of conflicts around
the world were widely approved by the international
community. PAGE 2

FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 is a chance ‘Qatari job platform provided
to bridge cultural gaps, says Al Thawadi 9,100 jobs for Jordanians’
TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK

QNA

DOHA

DOHA

SUPREME Committee for Delivery & Legacy (SC) Secretary General Hassan Al Thawadi has said
the FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 is
a chance to bridge cultural gaps between nations of the world.
“FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022
will be the first global celebration
after COVID-19 pandemic and it is
a chance to bridge cultural gaps between nations of the world,” Al Thawadi said during Concordia Summit
on Monday.
Al Thawadi invited people from
across the globe to Qatar to have a
unique experience during the FIFA
World Cup.
“We invite people from around
the world to visit Qatar and discover
our Arabic culture and we promise it
will be a unique experience,” he said.

We
invite
people
from around the
world to visit
Qatar and discover
our Arabic culture
and we promise it
will be a unique
experience.
—Hassan Al Thawadi,
SC Secretary General

Al Thawadi said labour reforms
were launched in 2006 according to
Qatar National Vision 2030 long before bidding for World Cup.

“We faced a lot of challenges
during the past 10 years but we were
able to overcome them,” Al Thawadi
added.

JORDANIAN Minister of Labour Nayef
Steitieh has revealed that the grant of
His Highness the Amir of State of Qatar
Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani provided 9,100 jobs for Jordanians in the Qatari
labour market, indicating that this grant
was reactivated at the beginning of this
year, and aims to provide Jordanians with
20,000 job opportunities, in two phases.
The Jordanian minister said 2,400
Jordanians have obtained job opportunities in the Qatari labour market within
the framework of the job allocation grant
during the current year.
He said this opens new horizons
for the Jordanian workforce and talents
to work in the Qatari market, which is
distinguished with its job security. He
appreciated Qatar’s efforts in attracting
Jordanian talents from various domains
and specialisations.

Moreover, Steitieh stressed that these
jobs have attracted many Jordanian talents across many fields and professions,
be it in nursing, vehicle maintenance, or
the service sector, among others. He said
the work is under way in Jordan to study
and analyse the required skills and future
needs of Qatar; to qualify the Jordanian
workforce to be further integrated into the
Qatari labour market.
In addition, the Jordanian minister
pointed out that the platform dedicated to
attracting Jordanian workers to Qatar is an
important and appreciated initiative from
HH the Amir, in light of the brotherly and
deep relations between the two countries.
He hoped for the continuity of this agreement on the widest scale, due to the importance of the Qatari market for Jordan.
Steitieh praised the role of the Qatari
embassy in the Jordanian capital, Amman,
in facilitating the paperwork and visa application process, for Jordanians applying
to work in Qatar.
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Qatar pioneer in digital education
transformation, keen to protect it
from conflicts: Education minister
QNA
NEW YORK

QATAR is one of the leading
countries in the process of digital transformation in education
and is always keen to protect it
from conflicts, Minister of Education and Higher Education HE
Buthaina bint Ali Al Jabr Al Nuaimi has said, while hailing the
ministry’s measures to confront
the COVID-19 pandemic in record time once it first broke out
globally.
Nuaimi ascribed the country’s educational achievements
to the importance the wise leadership attaches to education,
which contributed to providing
an infrastructure of well-trained
educational cadres, electronic
platforms, communication networks, digital sources and created students capable of dealing
with modern technology.
In an exclusive interview with
Qatar News Agency (QNA) in
New York, the minister affirmed
that Qatar, under the leadership
of the Amir His Highness Sheikh
Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani,
is playing a leading global role
through its external development
aid projects in the education,
health and economic empowerment sectors.
She said Qatar’s unrelenting
calls for the need to avert education the scourge of the ongoing
conflicts around the world were
widely approved by the international community, most notably
the adoption of the United Nations (UN) General Assembly of
the draft submitted by Qatar to
adopt the International Day to
protect Education from Attack
in 2019, and the unanimously
passed General Assembly resolution on the right to education in
emergencies, a resolution submitted in 2010 by Qatar with
the support of HH the Father
Amir Sheikh Hamad bin Khalifa
Al Thani and HH Sheikha Moza

Minister of Education and Higher Education HE Buthaina bint Ali Al Jabr Al
Nuaimi during an interview with Qatar News Agency in New York on Monday.
bint Nasser.
She noted that the recently
launched e-learning strategy
aims to equip students with topnotch digital skills in order to
prepare them for a future that depends heavily on these skills.
Asked about her view of the
reality of education in the country, her impression about Qatar’s
achievements and future plans,
the minister stressed the State’s
relentless approaches to achieve
optimum quality assurance indicators in all inputs and outputs of
the educational process in a way
that meets the needs of society
through fruitful efforts to achieve
the sustainable development
goals, especially the fourth goal
and its objectives, re-imagining
the future of education and ensuring the right to education as a
public benefit for all.
In response to a question
about the many international
initiatives related to education
for Qatar and their results on the
ground, the minister said Qatar,
under the leadership of the Amir
His Highness Sheikh Tamim
bin Hamad Al Thani, is playing a leading role internationally
through foreign development assistance projects in the sectors of
education, health and economic
empowerment through partnerships with international or-

QNA launches news services
in three more languages
QATAR News Agency (QNA)
has launched its news services in three new languages —
French, German and Spanish,
in implementation of its plan
to expand its news services to
encompass numerous world
languages.
The launch of the various
languages service comes within
the framework of upgrading the
work in QNA in conformity with
the substantial global evolution
in accessing to the audience
worldwide, in addition to communicating the voice of Qatar

with all languages and promoting Qatar as a sporting, tourist
and economic destination.
With the launch of this
service, QNA offers its news
services in five international
languages — Arabic, English,
French, German and Spanish.
With World Cup just about
two months away, through this
service, the agency seeks to
communicate with a substantial category of a wide spectrum
of the audience who are coming
to Qatar, as well as World Cup
followers worldwide. (QNA)

Visit a dentist for urgent action
in case of broken tooth: MoPH
CATHERINE W GICHUKI
DOHA

AS the National Oral Health
Campaign 2022 continues,
healthcare providers have
advised people to not ignore
their broken or removed teeth
and rather look for the tooth
or the broken part and go
to the dentist to fix it immediately.
The campaign is organised
by the Ministry of Public Health
(MoPH), in collaboration with
Hamad Medical Corporation
(HMC) and Primary Health
Care Corporation (PHCC), and
will run throughout the month
of September.
In a video posted on HMC’s
Facebook page, the healthcare
sector gave the advice on den-

tal trauma with knocked-out
tooth while exercising. “Find
the tooth; hold the tooth from
the crown side; rinse it in cold
running water; place it in milk
and go to a dentist as soon as
possible.”
The message advised that
if milk is not available, the affected person should place the
tooth between cheek and gums
rush to a dentist for the appropriate attention. “For very
young children, it is advisable
to place the tooth in a container
having the child’s saliva.”
Giving advice for dental
trauma with a fractured tooth,
the message said, “Find the
broken piece and immediately
see the dentist as an emergency
case. The dentist can sometimes fix it back.”

ganisations, which confirms its
commitment to the international
community to contribute to providing the right to education for
all and accelerating the achievement of the Sustainable Development Goals 2030 and beyond, especially the fourth goal on quality
education.
She pointed out that over the
past 10 years, almost a billion dollars have been invested in development projects in the education
sector, benefiting millions of children and young people in more
than 60 countries, stressing that
Qatar’s appeals to take education
away from the ongoing conflict in
the world have received a great
resonance with the international
community.
She stressed that Qatar is one
of the leading countries in protecting education in emergency
and crisis situations and that its
foreign policy is keen to support
and provide development and
humanitarian assistance to the
affected countries in various issues, especially providing quality
education to millions of children
who have lost their right to education due to conflicts, wars and
disasters around the world.
The minister praised the
leading role of HH Sheikha Moza
bint Nasser, hairperson of the
Education Above All Foundation,

in the adoption of the ‘International Day to Protect Education
from Attack’, which proves the
commitment of Qatar towards
affirming the right to quality education for all, working to ensure
the well-being of millions of children, placing education among
the most important priorities to
ensure the safety and protection
of educational institutions, and
ensuring access to quality education to conflict zones.
Commenting on the means to
protect education from conflicts
around the world and the role of
the UN in this respect, she said
Qatar was one of the pioneering countries to ratify the Safe
Schools Declaration in 2015- an
inter-governmental
political
commitment concerned with
protecting students, teachers
and various educational facilities
from the impacts of armed conflicts by ensuring a set of commitments to enhance the protection
of education from attacks in a
way that ensures the continuity of
education.
“Qatar called on all states to
ratify and abide by the Declaration in a bid to ensure access to
education in conflict areas, providing safe environments, developing appropriate educational
systems, raising awareness and
educating people to respect international laws that guarantee human rights,” she added.
Asked about the leading role
of the Education Above All Foundation in protecting and spreading education in the world, she
stressed that the foundation is
one of the leading international
institutions in the field of education support, adding that the
foundation seeks to reach the
fourth development goal through
its global programmes that provide quality education opportunities for millions of out-of-school
children, and also calls for building a global coalition to protect
the right to education.

FIFA World Cup 2022:
Ministry trains judicial
officers on intellectual
property rights issues
TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

THE Ministry of Commerce
and Industry (MoCI), in cooperation with the International
Football Association (FIFA)
and the Supreme Committee
for Delivery & Legacy (SC),
on Monday organised a workshop for the judicial officers
of National Committee for
Intellectual Property Right
Protection during the FIFA
World Cup Qatar 2022.
Continuing until Tuesday,
the workshop has seen the
participation of about 90 staff
members from the Ministry of
Commerce and Industry, the
Ministry of Interior and the
Ministry of Municipality.
The training forms part of
the ministry’s efforts, in coordination with other relevant
ministries and government
agencies, to implement measures to host the FIFA World
Cup Qatar 2022, in accordance with the highest international practices, as well as to
support intellectual property
rights and provide the necessary protection for major international brands.
The workshop touches on
ways to instil fair competition, prevent illegal abuses

such as unauthorised promotional activities, combat the
sale of counterfeit goods or
FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022
products without obtaining
the approval of the concerned
authorities, and curb the unauthorised use of FIFA and
FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022
trademarks and designs.
The workshop also addresses many vital topics, including the tasks of judicial
officers in the vicinity of stadiums during matches, the ways
to protect trademarks and
intellectual property rights of
FIFA and tournament sponsors, as well as means to protect World Cup designs and
the rights of companies that
have been licensed to sell
World Cup products.
The workshop features
highlighting the pertaining
laws and regulations, such as
Law No 10 of 2021 regarding the Measures for Hosting
FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022.
Moreover, the workshop
discusses the ways to protect
the rights of joint stock companies, mechanisms for determining officially licensed
products, and a review of the
trademark protection program in stadiums during the
tournament period.

Qatar’s net-zero emissions goal highlighted at
climate change event hosted by QF’s Earthna
TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

QATAR’S commitment to reaching net-zero
emissions, through public and private sector collaboration, has been highlighted at the
Qatar National Dialogue on Climate Change
2022, which was opened on Monday in Doha
by Qatar Foundation’s Earthna Center for a
Sustainable Future. The two-day event brings
together thought leaders, decision makers
and climate change experts from across the
country’s public and private sectors, to drive
discussion and action on how Qatar can continue to pursue sustainable development in
the context of global climate challenges. It is
being co-hosted by the Ministry of Environment and Climate Change (MECC), and in
partnership with the Al-Attiyah Foundation.
Minister of Environment and Climate
Change HE Sheikh Dr Faleh bin Nasser bin
Ahmad bin Ali Al Thani delivered a keynote
speech at the event, emphasizing the importance that Qatar places on tackling climate
change. “Protecting the environment and
supporting sustainable development has always been a top priority for Qatar,” he stated.
“As one of the first countries to ratify the
United Nations Framework Convention on
Climate Change in 1996, Qatar has demonstrated a long-standing commitment to addressing global environmental challenges.”
He added that, reflecting the country’s
commitments to combat climate change on
a local and global scale, the National Climate
Change Action Plan and Qatar National
Environment and Climate Change Strategy
have been launched. In his keynote speech,
Abdullah bin Hamad Al Attiyah, Chairman
of the Abdullah Bin
Hamad Al Attiyah International Foundation for Energy and Sustainable Develop-

ment and Former deputy prime minister,
said: “Climate change continues to pose a
threat to the global economy, at a time when
the world is recovering from the COVID-19
pandemic.
“As one of the world’s leading producers
of liquefied natural gas, Qatar recognises the
important role it can play in the fight against
global warming. The Qatar National Dialogue on Climate Change will provide valuable insights on how the country can contribute to the global effort to build a sustainable
energy future.”
The event was formally opened by Dr
Gonzalo Castro de la Mata, executive director of Earthna, who emphasised importance
of collaboratively building knowledge and
engaging in discourse to address climate
change challenges.
“The event is a forum to exchange ideas
and experiences and to promote dialogue
regarding climate change – building understanding and driving action,” he said.
The Qatar National Dialogue on Climate
Change (QNDCC) 2022 aims to support
the climate change preparedness of Qatar’s
industries, businesses, communities, and
policymakers by discussing international
insights, case studies, policies, industrial solutions, and academic research, and explor-

ing the benefit and influence these can have
locally. The outputs from the sessions will
provide learnings and direction ahead of Qatar’s participation in the UN Climate Change
Conference of Parties (COP27), which will be
held in November 2022 in Egypt.
The first panel discussion focused on
Qatar’s National Action Plan on Climate
Change, and explored Qatar’s priorities and
support measures to address the impact
of climate change. Technological advancements, green financing and investments and
net-zero targets were discussed as part of Qatar’s efforts towards tackling climate change,
as well as the importance of coordination between the public and private sectors.
Session two saw the panel debate how
financing initiatives and projects can help to
mitigate global climate change. Participants
reflected on global best practices and policies, focusing on green financing and investments led by investor demands, as well as
net-zero emissions targets, and the challenge
of implementing global financial solutions
locally. Panel members included representatives from the Ministry of Finance, Qatar
Free Zones Administration, HSBC, and the
Qatar Fund for Development (QFFD).
During the event, Ali Al Debagh, Deputy
General at QFFD announced the launch of
the QFFD Sustainability Awards, in partnership with QF. The awards will focus on
recognizing the efforts of local organizations
in mitigating climate change, through the development of tangible and scaleable climate
change solutions for less developed countries. The final session of the day examined
how intergovernmental coordination and
collaboration between ministries, private
sector, research and development organisations and education institutions is helping
Qatar achieve its climate change goals

Nation
LABOUR MINISTER MEETS SOMALI COUNTERPART
Minister of Labour
HE Dr Ali bin Samikh
Al Marri met with
Minister of Labour
and Social Affairs of
Somalia Bihi Iman
Egeh, on the sidelines
of the 48th session
of the Arab Labour
Conference in Cairo
on Monday. During the
meeting, they discussed
aspects of cooperation in labour-related
issues and the ways to
develop them. (TNN)
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Need to raise awareness
of children’s welfare and
invest more in wellbeing
for future, stresses HMC
TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

HBKU connects with prospective
students at University Expo 2022
TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

HAMAD Bin Khalifa University (HBKU)
is showcasing its research-intensive, interdisciplinary degree programmes and
exceptional academic environment at the
Qatar Foundation (QF) pavilion at University Expo Qatar 2022.
An HBKU team is meeting with
prospective students, as well as parents,
teachers, and counsellors from across the
Middle East, to discuss their higher education options. The presence of HBKU
at University Expo 2022, as well as its
presentations and workshop sessions,
highlight the opportunities available to
students seeking a competitive graduatelevel education in Qatar. They can get
information and advice about the admissions process, standardised testing procedures, and scholarships.
Students who visit HBKU’s booth in
the shared QF pavilion can network and
learn about the advantages of a career-

advancing research-focused education
that opens up unique opportunities to be
a part of the Education City ecosystem.
Dr Michael J Benedik, HBKU Provost, said: “I welcome any student who is
considering graduate education to look
at the unique, world-class programs of-

fered by HBKU. Our multidisciplinary
research-focused degrees provide exceptional opportunities for graduate
students to make new discoveries and
understand how research answers questions and addresses challenges. Our
graduates leave HBKU with an entrepreneurial and innovative mindset that
seeks creative solutions to the challenges
of today, both locally and globally. But
most importantly our graduates are
ready to become leaders in their field.”
Law, public policy, health and life sciences, contemporary Islamic studies, science and engineering (including HBKU’s
only bachelor’s program), and humanities and social sciences are among the innovative programmes offered by HBKU.
A number of degree programmes are
unique to the area.
HBKU will begin accepting applications for the 36 world-class degree programs offered across its six colleges in
October 2022. For more information,
visit hbku.edu.qa.
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HAMAD General Hospital’s Paediatric Department is organising two
weeks of activities from September
18 to 29 to mark this year’s Children’s Health Awareness Month
under the slogan ‘Our future is our
children; Let’s together promote
their health’.
“September is Children’s Health
Awareness Month and each year the
world is reminded of the importance
of keeping children healthy and active in places where they live, play
and learn. This important annual
celebration aims to get all organisations and agencies invest in children’s health to raise awareness
about the importance of children’s
welfare in the world,” noted Hamad
Medical Corporation’s Head of Paediatric Department Dr Mohammed
Al Amri.
He said that caring for the
health of community members,
and children’s health in particular,
is essential for the advancement
of society and the enjoyment of
healthy life free of epidemics and
diseases. “Celebrating children’s
health encourages the focus on and
promotion of health and nutrition,
physical activity, and healthy habits
for children. Caring for the health
of community members and children’s health in particular, is essential for the advancement of society
and the enjoyment of healthy life
free from any epidemics and diseases,” he stated.
Dr Al Amri said that the added
stress of the COVID-19 pandemic
during past years makes it even more
important to acknowledge and focus
on the health of children. Therefore,
in the spirit of Children’s Health
Awareness Month, Hamad General
Hospital’s Paediatric Department is
organizing an awareness campaign
from September 18 to 29 to promote

The campaign will include interactive face-to-face communication
with the public to ensure they are
aware of children’s well-being and
to provide them with child health
education such as immunisation
or vaccinations and the importance of healthy food for children
healthy lifestyles and advocate for
children’s wellbeing,” he said.
According to Dr Al Amri, the
campaign will include interactive
face-to-face communication with
the public to ensure they are aware
of children’s well-being and to provide them with child health education such as immunization or vaccinations and the importance of
healthy food for children. He stated
that the event will also create awareness about methods and ways to
protect children and maintain their
safety outside and inside the home,
including first aid for children in the
event of accidents such as chocking.
In addition, the campaign will
also raise awareness of the most
common diseases in children, such
as anaemia, vitamin D deficiency,
constipation, diabetes and obesity,
respiratory disorders, kidney diseases, allergies, and neurological
and heart diseases.
Speaking further about children’s health, Dr Al Amri stated
that, children are the future and,
they are men and women of tomorrow, and the parents of the future.
“The State of Qatar is putting in
great effort to in raise the level of
health services provided to children
and it seeks to ensure they receive
full and comprehensive health care,
which is their basic and most essential right. So, the health of our
children should always be of paramount importance to us, and we
should all keep promoting this vision,” Dr Al Amri added.

UDST celebrates International Day of
University Sport with series of events
TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

Qatar Airways to play
host to IATA’s World
Financial Symposium
TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

UNDER the patronage of Minister of Transport HE Jassim
bin Saif Al-Sulaiti, Qatar Airways (QA) will host the biggest
gathering of the aviation industry’s financial leaders since
the start of the COVID-19 pandemic. Following the hugely
successful IATA Annual General Meeting (AGM) and World
Air Transport Summit (WATS)
held in Doha last June, the most
attended AGM in the Middle
East in history, the IATA World
Financial Symposium (WFS)
will take place from September
19 to 22.
As the industry comes out
of the greatest financial shock
on record, numbers indicate a
rapid emergence from the pandemic following the removal of
government-mandated travel restrictions over the past two years.
Industry losses are expected to
fall to $9.7 billion this year, improved from nearly $180 billion
in losses over the previous two
years (2020-21). As travel barriers fall in most regions, a recent
surge in demand suggests a recovery to pre-COVID-19 traffic
levels in 2024, with a possibility
of reaching profit in 2023.
At the same time, airline
debts have soared as carriers
borrowed to stay afloat during
the crisis. Finance departments
across the industry will face major challenges as the goal to fly
net zero by 2050 approaches.
Qatar Airways Group Chief
Executive Akbar Al Baker said:
“We are honoured to be hosting the first in-person World Financial Symposium since 2019,

especially during our milestone
year, celebrating 25 years of operations. This vital symposium
will bring together financial leaders from airlines and from our
many supply chain partners to
discuss and debate the path forward and the challenges to be
overcome.”
Willie Walsh, IATA director
general, said, “We are excited
to bring the World Financial
Symposium to Doha for the first
time. As the industry continues
to recover, the role of finance in
rebuilding balance sheets and
supporting our sustainability
agenda will take center stage in
the important discussions taking
place over the next few days.”
A highlight of the WFS Opening Plenary will be an onstage
discussion with Akbar Al Baker
and Willie Walsh on the theme of
the industry’s future.
Sessions will address: ESG
& sustainable finance trends;
Achieving carbon net zero by
2050; Financial risk management; The road to airline retailing & customer centricity; Fulfillment and settlement in a world
of airline offers and orders; The
future of airline payments and
payments as a value creator; and
Understanding and preparing
for OECD BEPS 2.0
WFS will also feature a a review of the industry economic
outlook and resilience from
IATA’s Chief Economist, Marie
Owens Thomsen.
Earlier in June 2022, QA
hosted over 1,000 delegates
and aviation leaders at the industry’s biggest annual event,
the 78th IATA Annual General
Meeting and World Air Transport Summit (WATS).

UNIVERSITY of Doha for Science and Technology (UDST) is
celebrating the FISU International Day of University Sport
and its Healthy Campus Platinum Award with a series of fun
and engaging sports activities
that will run for one week across
the campus.
The university’s community
will have the chance to participate in several activities focused
on well-being, physical activity
and a healthy lifestyle.
The celebration, which started on September 18, will run
until September 22, 2022 and
includes fitness classes, campuswide warm-ups, friendly basketball, football, volleyball, cricket
matches, and more.
The event will also witness
‘Fun Olympics’ encouraging students to participate in teams that
represent their countries. These
teams will enter a challenge filled
with a variety of fun and engaging games with the objective of

being crowned as the Best Country on the Day.
The Sports Week will be
concluded with a Kick-Off of the
‘World Cup’ themed UDST Annual Futsal Tournament.
Commenting on the initiative, Dr Salem Al Naemi, president of UDST, said: “We are a
proud member organisation
of the International University
Sports Federation (FISU) and it
is our pleasure to be celebrating
the International Day of University Sport and our platinum
label in the world-class facilities
that our campus boasts. Today,
on the verge of the most prestigious tournament in the world,

the FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022,
we are presenting sport as a platform for our students to come
together, have fun and develop.
“Sport is part of every culture, it is a powerful tool that
fosters collaboration, positivity,
performance and engagement.
Sport plays a major role in the
Qatar National Vision 2030 and
as a national university, we aim
to support our nation’s vision
through many ambitious initiatives that will achieve economic
and human development.”
Recently, University of Doha
for Science and Technology was
granted the Healthy Campus Platinum Label by the International

University Sports Federation.
UDST is the first university in the
MENA region to earn this label.
The selection criteria were
based on six main domains that
are Physical Activity and Sport,
Nutrition, Disease Prevention,
Mental and Social Health, Risk
Behaviour, Environment Sustainability and Social Responsibility.
As part of the FISU network,
UDST will be promoting the International Day of University
Sport (IDUS) on September 20,
a day that was officially proclaimed by the United Nations
Education, Science and Culture
Organization (UNESCO).
Through this event, FISU
aims to exchange ideas, best
practices, challenges and opportunities within and through university sport worldwide. IDUS
presents an opportunity to share
knowledge on key issues relating to the development of sport
and the University Sports Movement worldwide, and to improve
awareness of the importance of
sport in educational institutions.

QU alumni association’s culture & arts
chapter organises annual poetry forum
TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

THE Culture and Arts Chapter of Qatar University’s (QU)
Alumni Association hosted the
Annual Poetry Forum, which
was moderated by Dr Mohammad Al-Rahawi. It featured
a number of QU faculty from
the Arabic Language Department including Dr Rami
Abu Shehab, Dr Abdel Salam
Hamed, Dr Mahrous Boriek,
Dr Mahmoud Nasser Kaheel.
The annual poetry forum
aims to benefit students and
graduates from poets’ experience and to learn about the
most recent developments in
the poetic scene in terms of
form, content, artistic visions,

and modes of expression. The
event, which featured a variety
of poetry genres, was attended
by QU faculty, alumni, and students.
Vice-President of the
Culture and Arts Chapter
Amna Abdulkarim commented on the event saying:
“Culture and Arts chapter,
in this poetic forum, wants
to highlight poetry as one of
the arts alongside the other

arts; since it amplifies in the
mind’s eye aesthetic images.
Poetry, with its contents of
words and rhythm, shows the
substance of life in its finest
spiritual, aesthetic expressions if music, as the philosopher Schopenhauer puts it,
only presents the spirit of life
without its substance. We are
eager to exhibit poetry as a
creative and cultural work in
order to raise the audience’s
taste, and this goal cannot be
achieved by sitting away from
the cultural scene. Rather, it
is by creating this permanent
communication between generations of graduates and
leaders of thought, culture,
arts and literature.”
For his part, Dr Mahrous

Boriek, a poet and a faculty
member in the Department of
Arabic Language and Literature at Qatar University, said:
“We at the Department of Arabic Language and Literature
are excited to take part in this
annual poetic gathering with
the Culture and Arts Chapter
of the Qatar University Alumni Association, since we think
that poetry plays an important
role in fostering tastes. This
gathering is a good chance to
highlight the necessity of creating connections between
poets and those who are beginners in poetic path, and
to heal with poetry since it
emerge us from daily administrative demands and teaching
responsibilities.”
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HAMMADI MEETS AMBASSADOR OF KUWAIT

Shura member: Instability
in food supply can cause
economic & health crises

Secretary-General of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs HE Dr Ahmed bin Hassan Al Hammadi met with
Ambassador of Kuwait to Qatar HE Khaled Badr Al Mutairi on Monday. During the meeting, they reviewed
bilateral relations between the two countries. (QNA)

QNCC and GORD come together to
back low-carbon building materials
TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK

QNA
BUJUMBURA – BURUNDI

DOHA

THE Qatar National Cement
Company (QNCC) and the Gulf
Organisation for Research and
Development (GORD) have
joined forces to enhance efforts to promote a sustainable
built environment. To that end,
the two organisations signed a
memorandum of understanding (MoU) on Monday in the
presence of senior leadership
from QNCC and GORD.
The partnering entities will
collaborate on research, development, and innovation (RDI)
projects in the field of green/
low-carbon building products
under the terms of the agreement. In addition to RDI activities, the organizations will
lead capacity-building and
knowledge-sharing exercises
to encourage an industry-wide
transition to low-carbon solutions and green building practices. The MoU aims to explore
synergies to benefit from the
partnering organizations’ collective expertise and experience by capitalizing on QNCC’s
capacity among industry leaders and GORD’s achievements
in the field of environmental
sustainability.
The Chief Executive Of-

Shura Council members participate in the ninth consultative meeting of the Association of Senates, Shoora
and Equivalent Councils in Africa and the Arab (ASSECAA) in Bujumbura, Burundi, on Monday.

ficer at Qatar National Cement
Company, Essa Mohammed Ali
Kaldari, said: “We are pleased
today to sign a Memorandum
of Understanding with the Gulf
Organisation for Research and
Development, which aims to
enhance the cooperation towards scientific research in the
area of green and low carbon
products, achieving sustainable development, and establishing an integrated system
that serves all the people of
Qatar.” He added: “In line with
Qatar National Vision 2030,
QNCC started taking initiatives
and supporting institutions
that focus on capacity building
and create a strong sustainability culture that combines
the economy and the environment.”
Speaking on the sidelines

of the MoU signing event, Dr.
Yousef Alhorr, Founding Chairman of GORD, said, “GORD’s
research wing is dedicated to
incubating solutions that cater
to the sustainability needs of
the building and construction
industry. That said, we can only
fully leverage their potential if
we also ensure scalability and
adaptability of green solutions
in the long run. This is what
we hope to achieve by joining
hands with Qatar National Cement Company, which stands
among the leading manufacturers of construction materials. At the same time, we look
forward to productive knowledge exchange and capacity
building initiatives to benefit
the partnering organizations as
well as the country’s construction market at large.”

SHURA Council members on
Monday participated in the ninth
consultative meeting of the Association of Senates, Shoora and
Equivalent Councils in Africa
and the Arab (ASSECAA). The
meet was held at the headquarters of the National Assembly in
Bujumbura, the capital of Burundi.
The consultative meeting
will continue until Tuesday.
HE Khalid bin Abbas Kamal Al
Emadi, a member of the Council,
represented the Shura Council at
the meeting.
The meeting discussed two
main topics -- the repercussions
of the COVID-19 pandemic on
the Arab-African economy and
the government’s response to
confront it, and the RussianUkrainian war and its effects on
supply chains, energy and food
prices. In his speech, Emadi affirmed Qatar’s support for all
the work of the World Health
Organization (WHO) Regional
Office, its efforts in the field of
humanitarian relief, and the
provision of financial support to
the WHO regionally and globally.
“Qatar is seeking to open a
permanent WHO office in Qatar, which will enhance its role

3-2-1 museum hosts workshops
for physical education teachers
Sessions highlight physical literacy being core to successful physical education
TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

IN an effort to strengthen
Qatar’s physical literacy and
enhance its relationship with
schools, Qatar Museums (QM)
organised workshops at 3-21 Qatar Olympic and Sports
Museum. The workshops
sought to establish sustained
communication with physical

educators to foster an environment that values and promotes
physical literacy among youth
in Qatar.
More than 120 physical
education teachers from both
international and government
schools participated in the
workshops.
Director of 3-2-1 Olympic
and Sports Museums Abdulla
Yousuf Al Mulla said: “Physical

literacy is crucial to a life-long
commitment to healthy living.
Being physically active and
health conscious is a choice
people can make at any age.
However, we want to offer that
choice to people from the earliest possible moment through
education. We look forward
to playing a pivotal role in enhancing and promoting physical education, and working

alongside physical education
teachers who build such special
bonds with their students and
have the power to influence the
future health of our country.”
Following the workshops,
participating physical educators met with the museum’s
Learning and Outreach team
and were taken on a guided
tour of the 3-2-1 Qatar Olympic and Sports Museum.

Diaspora of Malappuram Qatar releases
brochure for ‘Kick-off 2022 Mega Fest’

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

DIASPORA of Malappuram
(DoM) Qatar has launched
the brochure for its ‘Mega
Fest’, which is the official closing ceremony of the ‘Kick-off
2022’ programme, being held
to highlight the organisation’s
support for FIFA World Cup
Qatar 2022.
ISC vice president Sheji
Valiyakat, along with chief
sponsor Safari’s Managing Director Aboobakkar Manapat

A Football Tournament Fixer
Release will be held on
September 20 at Thumama
Integrated Indian
Community Centre. The
football tournament will
start on September 22 and
23 for different categories
released the brochure.
The launch ceremony, held
at Thumama Integrated Indian
Cultural Center, was attended
by dignitaries, DoM Qatar of-

ficials and representatives of
various ‘panchayats’.
A Football Tournament
Fixer Release will be held on
September 20 at Thumama
Integrated Indian Community
Centre. The football tournament will start on September
22 and 23 for different categories.
The year-long Kickoff 2022
will conclude on October 13
and 14 with the final match,
quiz competition and the ‘Mega
Fest’ in the evening.
DoM president Mashood

Thiruthiyad presided over the
launch function and secretary
Abdul Asees delivered the welcomed speech.
Mark Director T A J Shoukath, Dr Hamza Alsuwaidi, Dr
Shafiq Thapi, Ratheesh Kakkovu, Rasheed, Abdu Raof Kondotty, Arshad Valluvambram,
Riyaz Ahmed, Basheer Kuniyil,
P K Mustafa, Shamla Jahfar,
Nusaiba P, Irfan Pakara, Niyas
Kottapuram and Niyas Kaipengal spoke on the occasion. Dom
Treasurer Keshavdas proposed
the vote of thanks.

in supporting the WHO’s efforts in various member states,
whether outside or in the region,” he said.
Emadi touched on the effects and repercussions of the
COVID-19 pandemic on Arab
and African countries and their
citizens for more than three
years, stressing that the pandemic affected the economies of
developing countries in Asia and
Africa due to the instability of
supply chains of food and medicine, and many sources of work,
production and services were
disrupted.
“Before countries recover
from the effects of the pandemic,
food security in the region was
exposed to a new threat, the
Russian-Ukrainian war, which
once again exposed food supply
chains to instability, scarcity and
interruption. This threat may
cause economic and health disasters due to lack of food,” he
added.
He stressed that limiting the
spread of the pandemic is an international responsibility, adding that cooperation and mobilising joint efforts have become an
immediate necessity.
He referred to the efforts
made by in this aspect, explaining that the country has been
calling for and supporting international cooperation and human

solidarity in combating the COVID-19 pandemic and promoting
a rapid response to the repercussions of the pandemic.
“Qatar has provided medical
assistance to more than 20 countries, in addition to providing a
financial contribution of 140 million dollars to multilateral health
care institutions in developing
vaccines to ensure the efficiency
of health care, especially in the
least developed countries. It also
pledged to provide $20 million
to the Global Alliance for Vaccines and Immunization. Qatar
has attached special importance
to supporting the United Nations relief and humanitarian
programmes, and has not failed
to assist brotherly and friendly
countries in their efforts to curb
the spread of the epidemic,” he
added.
Emadi called for unifying efforts to establish infrastructure
with complementary partnerships through joint investment
funds between the Arab and African regions to ensure the success
of investment partnerships.
Healso called for activating
the role of existing investment
institutions, the outcomes of the
Arab-African summits, the ArabAfrican cooperation and coordination committees, and the
Arab-African development plans
issued by them.

Aspetar set to highlight
knowledge, experience
of athletes performance
at University of Oxford
TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

THE Young Athlete’s Hip Symposium will be held at Aspetar Orthopaedic and Sports Medicine
Hospital in collaboration with the
University of Oxford’s Nuffield
Department of Orthopaedics,
Rheumatology, and Musculoskeletal Sciences (NDORMS).
The symposium will be held at
Worcester College in Oxford on
September 22. Aspetar is highlighting its wealth of knowledge
and experience with athletes’
unique health and performance
challenges through this collaboration.
Aspetar’s active participation
in this symposium will amplify
future collaboration discussions
with leaders in sports medicine
and science, orthopaedics, and
rehabilitation.
The Young Athlete’s Hip Research (YAHiR) Collaborative
focuses on the young athlete’s
hip and co-producing knowledge
with patient partners and athletes. The YAHiR Collaborative
is a multidisciplinary international community of clinicians,
clinician-researchers,
patient
and public partners, research
methodologists, journal editors,
and funders working to improve
outcomes for young athletes and
patients with hip conditions.
Furthermore, by promoting open science, supporting
young scholars, and prioritising
partnerships with marginalised
individuals and populations, the
YAHiR Collaborative aims to
add research value and reduce
research waste on hip conditions
affecting young people.
“This is an excellent opportunity to continue partnering at
the highest level of quality, excellence, and Evidence-Based
Medicine with the University of
Oxford and many other universi-

ties and institutions. This symposium builds on the success of the
Oxford-Aspetar-La Trobe Young
Athlete’s Hip Webinar Series,
and we are excited to continue
partnering with leaders in the
field”, said Dr Pieter D’Hooghe,
Chief Medical Officer at Aspetar.
Professor Siôn Glyn-Jones,
Professor of Orthopaedic Surgery
and Honorary Consultant Orthpaedic Surgeon, University of
Oxford said: “NDORMS continue
its dedication to sharing expertise
and knowledge with international organisations. This education
partnership recognises Aspetar’s
key role in sports medicine andscience, rehabilitation and orthopaedics education, research,
and clinical services. Partnering
at this level will not only serve
young athletes with hip conditions well, but also open doors for
further collaboration.”
The Young Athlete’s Hip
Symposium features an international faculty of over 35 expert clinicians and clinician-researchers,
athletes, patients, journal editors,
and scientists from world-class
universities. Furthermore, clinician-researchers from the International Olympic Committee
(IOC) Research Centres for the
Prevention of Injury and Illness,
as well as FIFA, will be present at
the symposium.
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Palestinians demand 2014
Gaza war compensation
Tyres burnt outside the Gaza City headquarters of the United Nations Relief and Works Agency

Biden pledges to
defend Taiwan in
the event of a
Chinese invasion
DPA
WASHINGTON

US President Joe Biden has
reaffirmed
Washington’s
commitment to military support for Taiwan in the event
of a Chinese invasion of the
island in an interview with
CBS broadcast on Sunday
evening.
While the Biden administration later stressed that
its policy towards Taiwan
hadn’t changed and the
US would not officially say
whether US forces would
defend Taiwan, Biden once
again appeared reluctant
to toe the line of “strategic
ambiguity.” When asked
categorically by CBS’s Scott
Pelley if US troops would
defend Taiwan in the event
of a Beijing invasion, Biden
simply replied “Yes.”

Palestinian protesters burn tyres during a demonstration outside the Gaza City headquarters of the United Nations Relief and Works Agency for
Palestine Refugees (UNRWA) on Monday, demanding that their homes which were destroyed in the 2014 conflict with Israel be rebuilt. (AFP)
DPA
GAZA

DEMONSTRATORS on Monday set fire to tyres outside the
Gaza offices of the UN refugee
agency for Palestinians as they
demanded compensation for
homes destroyed during the
2014 war with Israel.
The demonstrators also
pelted with eggs the building
belonging to the UN Relief and
Works Agency for Palestine
Refugees in the Near East (UNRWA).
In total, more than 18,000
houses were completely destroyed or severely damaged
during the war between Israel and Palestinian militants
in the summer of 2014, while
the reconstruction has been a
slow process Last month, UN-

Taliban confirms
release of US
citizen in
prisoner swap
DPA
ISLAMABAD

A US civil engineer who disappeared in Afghanistan in 2020
has been released by the Taliban in exchange for an Afghan
drug lord who was sentenced
to a life term in prison by a US
court, Afghan authorities confirmed.
Speaking at a press conference, Taliban Foreign Minister
Amir Khan Muttaqi said that
the swap of famous drug dealer
Haji Bashir Noorzai for US national Mark Frerichs took place
with a US delegation in Kabul’s
International Airport on Monday. The US authorities have
not commented on the prisoner swap yet.
It was suspected for a long
time that Frerichs had been
abducted by the Haqqanis, a
notorious network within the
Taliban, who demanded the release of Noorzai.
Noorzai was a financial
supporter of the Taliban during their first period in power
in the 1990s but was hired as
an undercover agent on behalf
of the US government in the
early 2000s.
He was arrested in 2005 in
the US for heroin smuggling
and sentenced to life in prison.
After his release, Noorzai
was welcomed Monday at Kabul airport by the Taliban’s notorious GDI intelligence forces
with flowers. Later he spoke at
a televised event at a grand hotel in the city.

RWA Commissioner-General
Philippe Lazzarini warned of
an existential financial crisis
for the organization.
The UNRWA says it looks
after more than 5 million Palestinians, including people
who were displaced or fled in
the course of the 1948 ArabIsraeli War, as well as their descendants. The United States
stopped supporting the relief
agency in 2018, under the administration of former president Donald Trump.
His successor Joe Biden
recently promised UNWRA
financial aid of $200 million.
The EU also plans to support
the organization with a further
$260.63 million.
Former Israeli prime minister Benjamin Netanyahu had
repeatedly called for the aid

agency to be abolished altogether, saying that the organization perpetuates the problem
of Palestinian refugees and “the
idea of a right of return with the
aim of destroying the state of
Israel.”
More than 2 million people
live in precarious conditions
in the Gaza Strip, where Hamas seized power in 2007. The
group is regarded as a terrorist
organization by the US, the EU,
and Israel, who then tightened
a blockade of the area.
Meanwhile the Israeli intelligence service said on Monday
it has uncovered a Hamas network in the West Bank, according to a report from Tel Aviv.
This month, seven suspected Hamas members were
arrested by security forces
around the cities of Nablus and

Hebron, security service Shin
Bet announced.
They were allegedly involved in planning attacks on
Israelis. Weapons and materials for making explosive devices were also seized.
The young men were recruited via social media by a
Hamas militant in the Gaza
Strip, the statement said. Since
a wave of terror broke out in
Israel in the spring, the Israeli
army has intensified raids in
the West Bank.
Hamas is the second-largest organization of Palestinians, after the Fatah political
party of Palestinian President
Mahmoud Abbas. Hamas seized
power in the Gaza Strip in
2007, and is regarded as a terrorist organization by the US,
the EU, and Israel.

United Nations education summit

DPA
NEW YORK

UN Secretary General António
Guterres has demanded the
Taliban grant girls free access to education as the world
marks the anniversary of the
closure of girls’ schools in Afghanistan following last year’s
Taliban takeover. “From this
platform, I appeal to the authorities in Afghanistan: Lift

all restrictions on girls’ access
to secondary education immediately,” Guterres said Monday
at the start of a UN education
summit in New York.
Since return to power the
Taliban have prevented girls
beyond grade six from getting
an education. The ban raises
the risk of marginalisation, violence, exploitation and abuse
against girls, the UN said. Enabling girls to return to school

China angry
China reacted angrily. The
remarks are a “serious violation” of the “One China Principle” and the commitments
the US has made to Beijing,
Foreign Ministry spokeswoman Mao Ning told the
press in Beijing on Monday.
She said the US side was
sending “the completely
wrong signal” to the independence forces in Taiwan.
“China is firmly against it.”

can lift Afghanistan up and give
hope to its people, the UN said,
while also expressing concern
that such measures deepens the
crisis in the country. The Taliban said that girls in secondary
schools would be allowed to attend classes again from grade
7 onwards, subject to certain
conditions, including that girls
would have to wear the Islamic
hijab and be taught in separate
buildings by female teachers.

Biden has form on the issue,
causing consternation during a trip to Japan in May,
when he said that the US had
an “obligation” to defend
Taiwan. Tensions with China have risen significantly
since then, reaching a peak
in August when Speaker of
the US House of Representatives Nancy Pelosi caused
outrage in Beijing when she
visited Taiwan.
Taiwan’s Foreign Ministry on Monday welcomed
Biden’s comments, with
spokesperson Joanne Ou
saying that since China escalated tensions in the Taiwan
Strait in August, the Biden
administration has shown
strong support for Taiwan
that has included sending
US Navy vessels through
the Taiwan Strait. Ou said
Taiwan would continue to
enhance its self-defence capacity in the face of Beijing’s
continuing military provocations, while attempting to
further deepen the US-Taiwan security partnership.
Beijing rejects official
contacts between countries
and Taipei as it regards Taiwan as part of China. Beijing
has also threatened to take
the island by force if necessary. Taiwan is self-ruled
and has long seen itself as
independent.

US President Joe Biden (AFP)

Protesters clash with
security after death
of Iranian woman
DPA

UN chief Guterres calls on Taliban
to allow girls to go to school
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BERLIN

FOLLOWING earlier protests
against the death of Iranian
Mahsa Amini while in police
custody, a number of people
have once again taken to the
streets in her home province of
Kurdistan.
Clashes erupted in the Iranian province between security forces and demonstrators
on Monday, the Kurdish news
agency Kurdpa reported.
According to unverified reports, shots were also fired at
the demonstration in the city of
Divandarreh.
People in other Iranian cities had also taken to the streets

According to unverified
reports, shots were also
fired at the demonstration in the city of
Divandarreh.
on Monday to express their
anger and grief over Amini’s
death.
The 22-year-old fell into a
coma last Tuesday after her arrest by the religious police and
died in hospital on Friday. Critics accuse the officers of using
force - an allegation officials
strongly deny.
Amini had reportedly been
arrested for her “un-Islamic”
style of dress.

Millions battle diarrhoea, infections in
flood-hit southern parts of Pakistan
DPA
ISLAMABAD

NEARLY half a million children are among hundreds of
thousands of people who have
been infected by water-borne
diseases in Pakistan’s southern region after catastrophic
floods, official statistics revealed on Monday.

A flood-affected family sits inside a temporary tent in a makeshift
camp at Sohbatpur in Jaffarabad district of Pakistan’s Balochistan
province on Monday. (AFP)

Children affected
As many as 428,098 children
below the age of 5 are suffering from diarrhoea while another 51,191 are being treated
for dysentery in the worst-hit
province of Sindh, according to
official figures.
More than 2.6 million people including pregnant women

have been brought to hospitals,
clinics and makeshift health facilities since the worst floods in
the history of the South Asian
nation began, the statistics
showed.
Dengue deaths
More than 300 deaths have
been caused by dengue fever,
malaria, cholera, diarrhoea
and skin infections, the official
data said.
Floods, triggered by heavy
monsoon rains since midJune, have killed 1,545 people,
a third of them children, affected more than 33 million people
and inundated one-third of the
country or an area equal to the
size of Britain.
The World Health Organi-

zation (WHO) warned on the
weekend of an impending second disaster in the flood-hit
regions as the number of infections continued to rise, with
millions lacking access to clean
drinking water, toilets and sanitation.
The warning by WHO Director General Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus came after
Pakistan’s Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif called for baby food
and blankets as donations.
In the northern region,
the number of daily infections was coming down this
week after a peak, said doctor
Suhail Farooqi, spokesman
for the health department in
the province of Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa.
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MESSAGE FROM HE DR NARESH BIKRAM DHAKAL, AMBASSADOR OF NEPAL TO QATAR

I

On the occasion of National Day (Constitution Day) of Nepal 2022

T is my great honour and privilege to extend warm felicitations and hearty congratulations to every member of Nepali
community currently residing
in the State of Qatar as well as to
all Nepali people, both leaving at
home and abroad, on the happy
occasion of Nepal’s National Day
and Eighth Constitution Day.
Nepal has been celebrating 20
September as the National Day
and Constitution Day since 2016
to mark the historic promulgation
of the Constitution of Nepal on 20
September 2015 by directly elected
Constituent Assembly. This constitution has adopted a federal republic system that includes three tiers
of government and has embraced
the values of multi-ethnic, multilingual, multi-religious, and multicultural society. Essential features
of democracy, inclusion and social
justice have been enshrined in it.
While this constitution has settled various political aspirations of
Nepalis ranging from democracy,
inclusion and equal participation
in the governance of the country,
it has paved the way for achieving
peace, progress and prosperity for
the country.
As envisioned in the constitution, the first ever elections of the
federation, province and the local
levels of government were held
in 2017. Upon the completion of
five years of terms of office, election of the local levels was held on
13 May this year. Similarly, election of the federal level and the
provincial level are scheduled to
be held on 20 November later this
year. Over these times, Nepal has
made tremendous achievements
in terms of participation of women, youth, and different disadvantaged groups in politics and other
spheres of national life.
Nepal is now aiming forward

to achieving economic growth and
development, a long-cherished aspiration of all the Nepalis. Nepal
is scheduled to graduate from the
status of Least Developed Country
category in 2026 and aspires to become a middle- income country by
2030. Similarly, the country has
internalized all sustainable development goals in its national plans
and programs while committing to
reach net zero carbon emission by
2045.
These aspirations for a fast
forward and inclusive economic growth were impeded by the
Covid-19 pandemic. However, we
have almost overcome the challenge now often in collaboration
with our neighbours and friendly
countries. More than 94 percent
of the target population has been
fully vaccinated against COVID-19, with 97 percent receiving at
least one dose. The government’s
topmost priority now is to set up
a resilient recovery from the pandemic. While the socio-economic
indicators are returning to normalcy, there is a lot to do to modernize infrastructure network and
take concerted efforts to boost
economic growth.
Nepal is endowed with rich natural and human resources. Nepal
boasts of different flora and fauna
as well as varieties of landscapes
ranging from fertile plains in the
south to the highest mountain of

Nepal and Qatar
have continued to
maintain friendly and
cordial relations over the past 45
years. A large section of Nepali
community residing in Qatar over
the years has been a strong
linkage between our two
countries.
HE Dr Naresh Bikram Dhakal
Ambassador of Nepal to Qatar
the world in the north. The topography ranging from 60 meters to
8,848 meters harbours abundant
natural resources. Furthermore,
we are a youthful nation, with the
median age of 25.3 years.
This is where the sustainable
investment on infrastructure and
economic growth becomes critical.
Nepal is looking for investment
on infrastructure that generates
employment to its people, fosters

economic growth, and contributes
to promoting resilient, inclusive
and sustainable economy.
Infrastructure development,
agriculture, tourism and human
resource development are key areas for investments, both domestic and foreign. While the Government is promoting domestic
investment, there is a huge gap
of investment for desired growth.
Hence, Nepal looks forward to receiving investment from abroad
including from the State of Qatar.
Nepal’s rich natural and human
resources, its location between
two giant economies, India and
China, a growing domestic consumption market of nearly 30 million people as well as structural
and procedural reforms make
the country a perfect destination
for foreign investments. Investments in tourism, infrastructure,
health and education could be
mutually beneficial to both our
countries.
Nepal and Qatar have continued to maintain friendly and
cordial relations over the past 45
years.
A large section of Nepali community residing in Qatar over the
years has been a strong linkage
between our two countries. We are
thankful to the Government of the
State of Qatar and relevant agencies for taking care of Nepali migrants during the outbreak of the
pandemic by providing necessary
treatment measures as well as vaccination. We also appreciate the
latest series of labour reforms introduced and implemented by the
Government of the State of Qatar
and look forward to collaborate on
further measures in this area.
Nepal’s natural beauty and hospitable nature of its society could
be a linkage for further promoting
two-way people-to-people rela-

tions between our two countries.
I believe recent visits to Nepal by
popular Qatari adventurers including Sheikha Asma Al Thani and Fahad Bader and their success in scaling world’s top mountains located
in Nepal will inspire more Qataris
and members of other nationalities
to visit Nepal during their holidays.
Nepal’s mountainous landscape,
snowy mountains, lush green
plains, panoramic valleys and gurgling rivers offer various adventurous activities. Mountain climbing, trekking, paragliding, rafting,
mountain flights, sky-diving, bungee jumping, canyoning, jungle safari, bird watching comprise some
of them. Nepal is only a single flight
away from Qatar.
Finally, we commend the tremendous progress and prosperity
Qatar has been achieving in recent
times. Qatar’s role in supporting
regional and global issues of humanitarian concern and conflict
management has gained appreciation from the wider community of
nations. Since my assumption of
duties as Ambassador of Nepal to
Qatar for over two months, I am
highly impressed by the preparations for hosting the first ever
world cup in the Arab World after
two months. As Qatar is all geared
up to host the 2022 World Cup,
I would like to convey my best
wishes to Qatar and its leadership
under His Highness the Amir of
the State of Qatar Sheikh Tamim
bin Hamad Al Thani for a memorable and a lifetime event. I wish
to convey the support and commitment from Nepal and Nepali
community in Qatar for making
this event a grand success.
I would like to conclude wishing all the Nepalis at home and
abroad again for a peaceful,
prosperous and progressive year
ahead.
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Nepal progressing well on development path: Pigeon Group CEO
TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

PIGEON Group of Companies CEO Rajendra Kumar Sharma has extended
his best wishes to the people of Nepal
on the occasion of the country’s eighth
Constitution Day.
“On this joyous occasion of Constitution Day of Nepal, I would like to extend
my good wishes to all Nepalis people. This
historical day may encourage all Nepalis
people to participate in the country’s development. Nepal’s constitution may become the voice of every single person from
every part of our country,” Sharma said.
Sharma, who is also NRNA Vice President-ICC, said: “The constitution cannot
protect the citizen unless we protect the
constitution. It’s just a collection of words
until we put those words into action and
policies.”
He said, “Our country is progressing on
the path of development and this gives us
immense pleasure. Although we are living
in Qatar, our dream is to see a developed
and prosperous Nepal.”
Talking about Nepal’s relationship
with Qatar, Sharma said, “Qatar is a good
partner of Nepal. Qatar has always supported Nepal for its social and economic
development.”
Nepal commemorates September 20
as Constitution Day as it is on this date in
2015, the country promulgated the constitution of Nepal in the constituent assembly,

Pigeon Group of Companies CEO Rajendra
Kumar Sharma
which marks the nation’s transformation
from a kingdom to a republic, from a centralised government to a federal system.
Nepal is governed according to the
Constitution, replacing the interim constitution of 2007.
This day is celebrated as the National
Day of Nepal. In most countries, the national day is celebrated as their independent day and celebration of freedom. However, Nepal has a different history. Nepal
has never been ruled by foreigners and has
never been colonised. Nepal has always
been an independent country which means

Nepal doesn’t have any independence day.
The federal democratic republic of
Nepal is a beautiful, multi-ethnic, multilingual, and multi-religious country in
the world. Nepal is a beautiful Himalayan
country between India and China. In Nepal, lots of festivals are celebrated according to ethnic values and traditions. Each
festival has its value in creating peace and
harmony among people. That’s why lots of
tourists come to Nepal to see its culture.
More than 120 different languages are
spoken by Nepalis as their mother tongue.
Present constitution is the seventh
written constitution of Nepal which
aims at establishing socialism through
citizen’s socioeconomic and cultural
rights. It bears special significance for it
was promulgated through the constituent assembly based on Janaandolan II,
Comprehensive Peace Accord and peace
process.
There are currently seven provinces,
753 local levels and a federal government
as per new form of governance adopted
by the new constitution. The national
charter has 35 Parts, 308 Articles and 9
Schedules.
The constitution promulgated by the
citizens of Nepal for themselves is being
embraced by one and all gradually. The
incumbent government has put in place
necessary policies and laws to enforce the
constitution while efforts were underway
to implement federalism effectively in the
country.
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Final farewell to Queen Elizabeth II

Britain’s King Charles III, Camilla, the Queen Consort, Princess Anne, and her husband Vice Admiral Tim Laurence, Prince Andrew, Prince Edward, and his wife Sophie, Countess of Wessex, Prince William, and Britain’s Catherine, Princess of Wales with their children Princess Charlotte of Wales, Prince George of Wales, Britain’s Prince Harry, and his wife Meghan, the Duchess of Sussex, David Armstrong-Jones, Earl of Snowden, Peter Phillips,
The Duke of Gloucester, Prince Michael of Kent and the Duke of Kent follow the coffin of Queen Elizabeth II as it is carried out of Westminster Abbey during her funeral in central London, Monday,. (AFP)
AGENCIES
LONDON

QUEEN Elizabeth II has been
laid to rest after a state funeral
attended by world leaders and
a final journey through the
streets of London.
Monday’s funeral comes 11
days after the longest-serving
monarch in British history
died aged 96 at Balmoral Castle in Scotland on September 8.
Thousands of people lined the
streets surrounding Westminster Abbey and Buckingham
Palace to witness the passage
of the queen’s casket from
Westminster Hall to the church
and eventually to Windsor Castle, where she was laid to rest
alongside her late husband,
Prince Philip and her father,
King George VI.
Millions watched the funeral on television at home after a
public holiday was declared to
mark the passing of the queen.
The oak coffin was covered
with the Royal Standard flag, the
queen’s colours, with the Imperial State Crown on top, placed
on a gun carriage and pulled by
naval personnel to Westmin-

ster Abbey, where Queen Elizabeth was mar ried in 1947 and
crowned queen in 1953.
Among 2,000 people in the
congregation, there were about
500 world leaders, including
US President Joe Biden, Emperor Naruhito of Japan and
South African President Cyril
Ramphosa.“All the people of the
United Kingdom: our hearts go
out to you, and you were fortunate to have had her for 70
years; we all were. The world is
better for her,” Biden said after
signing a book of condolence.
The funeral, which lasted for
under an hour, closed with the
Last Post trumpet salute and the
national anthem, God Save the
King, welcoming the transition
from one reign to the other.

King Charles led mourners and 6,000 members of the
armed forces who had marched
the coffin to the royal hearse,
alongside his three siblings,
his heir, Prince William, and
his younger son Prince Harry,
from Westminster Abbey to
Wellington Arch.
In the afternoon, people
lined the route, throwing flowers, cheering and clapping as the
hearse travelled the 32km (20
miles) from London to Windsor – from the city to the countryside that Queen Elizabeth
had loved throughout her life.
“For the queen and her family, it
[Windsor Castle] was where she
spent much of World War II,
during the blitz and the German
bombs falling on London,” said

Al Jazeera’s Rory Challands, reporting from Windsor. “It was
a big part of her life, a big part
of the royal family’s life, and of
course, the British monarchy’s
history going back many, many
centuries,” he said. During the
ceremony, the crown, orb and
sceptre – all symbols of the
monarch’s power and sovereignty – were removed from the
coffin and placed on the altar.
Once the royal items were
removed, Lord Chamberlain
Andrew Parker, the most senior official in the royal household, broke his “wand of office”
to place it on the casket, signifying the end of his service to
the queen.
The queen was lowered into
the royal vault of St. George’s
Chapel at Windsor Castle. A private family service will follow
later on Monday at the chapel
that will see the queen interred
next to her late husband. The
queen’s death has prompted
reflection on the country she
ruled over and the legacy of its
past, its present state and what
the future might hold for the
United Kingdom under a new
reign.

A handwritten note
DPA
LONDON

KING Charles left a shortand-sweet handwritten message atop the coffin of his
mother, Queen Elizabeth II,
during her funeral Monday
in London. “In loving and
devoted memory. Charles
R,” the note reads, according
to CNN, which reports that
the “R” refers to “Rex,” or
“king” in Latin.
Charles, 73, became
king of the United Kingdom following the death of
Queen Elizabeth on Sept. 8
at age 96. Her death ended
a record-setting 70-year
reign that began when she
was just 25 years old.
Monday’s funeral took
place at the centuries-old
Westminster Abbey church,
not far from Westminster
Hall, where the queen’s coffin had laid in state since

Wednesday for members of
the public to pay their respects.
The Royal Standard flag,
the Imperial State Crown
and flowers were also
placed on her coffin during
Monday’s funeral.
About 2,000 people attended the service, including Charles’ family members such as wife Camilla,
the queen consort, and sons
Prince William and Prince
Harry.
William’s elder two
children, 9-year-old Prince
George and 7-year-old Princess Charlotte, were also in
attendance.
Queen Elizabeth will
was laid to rest at St.
George’s Chapel near Windsor Castle during a smaller
service. She was interred
next to husband, Prince
Philip, who died last year at
age 99.

Biden, Macron among world leaders at Queen’s funeral
DPA
LONDON

CROWNED heads and prime
ministers, emperors and presidents from around the world
gathered for the Queen’s state
funeral, in one of the biggest
diplomatic gatherings hosted
in the UK in decades.
US President Joe Biden,
French President Emmanuel
Macron and their controversial
Brazilian counterpart Jair Bolsonaro were among the leaders present at the service in
London’s historic Westminster
Abbey.
Face-to-face mingling continued afterwards at a reception for visiting world leaders
at nearby Church House, hosted by Foreign Secretary James
Cleverly.
Not everyone made it, with
Mr Biden heading from the Abbey straight to the airport and
other leaders already on their
way to New York for the annual
United Nations General Assembly. But Japan’s Emperor
Naruhito and his wife, Empress
Masako, on their first visit
abroad since he was crowned
in 2019, took the opportunity
to sign a book of condolence at
Church House.
Traditionally,
Japanese
emperors do not attend funerals due to a cultural belief
which considers death to be
impure.
At the reception afterwards,
the emperor was “quite happy
to talk to anybody and everybody and did so with great
charm”, a Foreign Office source
said.

The presidents of Greece,
Namibia, South Korea, the Republic of the Congo were also
pictured signing the book, as
was Prince Albert of Monaco
and European Commission Ursula von der Leyen.
Pakistan’s
government
tweeted photos of Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif mingling
with Labour leader Sir Keir
Starmer, London Mayor Sadiq
Khan and former prime ministers Boris Johnson and David
Cameron at the event.
Earlier, logistical constraints meant most of the
200 to 250 leaders and their
spouses assembled in London
had to be bussed in from Royal
Hospital Chelsea to prevent a
snarl-up of official cars outside
Westminster Abbey.
One leader allowed his own
transport was Mr Biden, who
arrived at the abbey in the armoured presidential limousine, dubbed The Beast, with
his wife Jill.
It was caught in traffic on
the way, with footage showing
it held up outside a Pret a Manger restaurant near Marble
Arch in Westminster.
Arriving at the Abbey shortly after 10am, just after the
9.55am deadline Buckingham
Palace set for dignitaries to be
seated, the Bidens reportedly
had to wait briefly at the entrance and follow a procession
of George and Victoria Crossholders down the nave of the
abbey before taking their seats.
For other leaders, the
shared coaches from west
London presented another opportunity for some impromptu

US President Joe Biden and first lady Jill Biden take their seats inside Westminster Abbey in London on Monday for the State Funeral Service for Britain’s Queen Elizabeth II. (AFP)
diplomacy, after many of those
present were at a reception at
Buckingham Palace hosted by
the King on Sunday.
Canadian Prime Minister
Justin Trudeau, attending with
fellow Commonwealth premiers Jacinda Ardern of New
Zealand and Australia’s Anthony Albanese, said the importance of such informal contacts
should not be underestimated.
“Increasingly, in various
summits, there is a need to
travel on buses and there is
actually a lot of work that gets
done,” he told the BBC Radio 4
Today programme in an inter-

view ahead of the service.
“This is an opportunity to
connect with leaders around
the world and carry on some
really important conversations,
whether it is about the war in
Ukraine and Russia’s role in
the global food and energy crisis, whether it’s about climate
change and the need to do
more, whether it’s just standing
up for our democracies.
“The reality is in many international summits, the setpieces and speeches around
the table are important but the
conversations by the watercooler, metaphorically, are the

important ones.” Among those
crowding onto the coaches
were Mr Macron and his wife,
Brigitte, and Queen Margrethe
II of Denmark, now Europe’s
longest-reigning monarch.
European Union president
Charles Michel was present,
as was Ireland’s President Michael D Higgins and Mr Bolsonaro.
Once inside the abbey, the
opportunities for informal diplomatic exchanges may have
been more limited with strict
protocol dictating the seating
arrangements.
Mr Biden and Mr Macron

both found themselves perched
at the end of a row of seats next
to their respective first ladies.
The US President was 14
rows back on the south transept, with Realm governor
generals and Commonwealth
countries taking precedent in
front. He was behind the Polish
leader and in front of the Czech
Republic, while the First Lady
was next to Switzerland.
Directly across the aisle
from Mr Biden’s place, the
seat was labelled the Republic
of Korea. Ukraine’s first lady,
Olena Zelenska, was four rows
behind Mr Macron, representing her war-torn nation on behalf of her husband Volodymyr
Zelensky as he continues to
organise the fightback against
Russian invaders.
China, meanwhile, was
represented by vice-president
Wang Qishan, despite the objections of MPs who believed
that an invitation should not
have been extended to Beijing.
King Abdullah II and Queen
Rania, of Jordan, King Felipe
and Queen Letizia of Spain,
and King Carl XVI Gustaf and
Queen Silvia of Sweden were
among foreign royals to attend.
Saudi Arabia’s Crown
Prince Mohammed bin Salman
appears to have opted not to
attend after activists criticised
the decision to invite him.
The Archbishop of Canterbury’s sermon included a line
perhaps directed at the world
leaders present. He offered a
reminder that those who serve
will be loved but those “who
cling to power and privileges
are forgotten”.

Citibank honours
QIIB with ‘STP Award’
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Kuwari meets with World Customs Organization official

Minister of Finance HE Ali bin Ahmed Al Kuwari met with Dr Kunio Mikuriya, the Secretary General of the
World Customs Organization, at the headquarters of the Ministry of Finance. The meetings focused on
review of bilateral relations, and ways to enhance customs cooperation.
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Kaabi meets with South Africa’s minister of transport

Minister of State for Energy Affairs HE Saad Sherida Al Kaabi met with Minister of Transport of South Africa
Fikile Mbalula and the accompanying delegation in Doha on Monday. Discussions during the meeting dealt
with energy relations and cooperation between Qatar and South Africa and the means to enhance them.

TBY launches Maha Capital signs MoU with
FIFA World Cup Egyptian transport ministry
special edition
QNA

CAIRO

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

THE Business Year (TBY) has
officially launched its Qatar
2022: World Cup Special Edition by hosting an invitationonly event, which kickstarted
with a speech from The Business Year’s Regional Director
for the Middle East, Ioana Popa
and Country Manager for the
State of Qatar, Nataly Almanza
Madrid.
They expressed Qatar’s
diversification skills and pioneering mindset as the main
cause of the international media group to come and research
the country’s different business models, public initiatives,
widening policies and greener
practices that are being implemented.
The event aimed to draw
attention to the most dynamic
sectors of the Qatari economy,
giving a voice to leaders from
both private and government
spheres to express their involvement and leadership in
the ever-growing business
community of Qatar.
The First Panel Discussion – A Stable and Resilient
Growth, counted with the participation of Doha Bank Acting CEO Gudni Stiholt, Sharq
Insurance CEO David Cook,
and Strategy Partner of Consulting Haus Seif Hourani. The
discussion was held around the
growing fintech industry in Qatar and the cruciality of public
and private partnerships in the
enhancement of this trend, as
well as the digital transformation within the insurance and
banking sector in the region.
The second session was
opened with a speech on sustainable business models
by Enbat Holding CEO and
Founder Ghanim Al Sulaiti,
who discussed the relevance of
Sustainable Business Models,
is promoting greener practices
within the local community and
how they push for sustainability all along the supply chain,
across food, wellness, and service industries through ethical
and mindful investments.

Immediately followed by
a panel discussion on sustainability and ESG initiatives with
the participation of Hatem El
Mohandes, Google Cloud’s
Regional CE Manager, Fadi
Nasser, CCO of Meeza, Ali Al
Shabibi, Partner of KPMG Qatar and moderated by Hazar
Kilani, Journalist from Doha
News.
The session involved the
importance of the local Business environment and how
major organizations across
the world have come with the
eagerness to progress in the
fields of monitoring ESG initiatives, Community awareness
and social development, cloud
computing and data analytics,
given the country’s advanced
technology and major investments on the field.
Finally, the event closes up
with an overview of the World
Cup countdown, showcasing
both the preparation that institutions from every sector
are having for the last ten years
and the legacy that the big
game will leave.
The panellists Ashraf Abu
Issa, Chairman of Abu Issa
Holding, Faisal Abdulla KH Al
Mana, Vice Chairman of RC Al
Mana; Sheikh Nasser Abdulaziz
Al Thani, head of Business Development of Qetaifan Projects
and Ahmed Khellil Abbassi,
Executive Director of Competitions & Football Development
for Qatar Stars League (QSL)
held a conversation moderated by Venkat Krishnaswamy,
Partner and Head of Advisory,
KPMG.
Speaking on the occasion,
Ashraf Abu Issa said, “We are
all working hard to guarantee
our leadership, this is only the
start of how we, as a small nation, can deliver an amazing
event and beyond everyone’s
expectations, how we can hold
that legacy on future ones.”
Sheikh
Nasser
said,
“Whether in the sports sector
or in the financial and business
industries, we have much more
to provide to the international
community and the best is yet
to come.”

MAHA Capital, an investment fund in
which the Qatar Investment Authority
(QIA) invests, has signed a memorandum
of understanding (MoU) with the Egyptian Ministry of Transport to set a general
framework for joint cooperation during
the upcoming period and initiate the essential feasibility studies to carry out joint
projects in the ports.
In its first stage, the MoU includes
cooperation in the field of developing
West Port Said Container Terminal and
upgrading its capabilities, expanding its
activities and optimising its competitive
capabilities to cope with the state-of-theart global systems in the field of managing and operating container terminals
through hiring international operators
and global navigation lines to increase the
terminal’s share in containers market in
the middle east region.
The MoU was signed by an executive consultant of Maha Capital Partners
Abubakar Kondial and Egyptian Minister
of Transport Eng Kamel El Wazir during
the meeting of Chief of Asia-Pacific & Africa Investments at Qatar Investment Authority (QIA) Sheikh Faisal bin Thani Al
Thani and his accompanying delegation
from representatives of Maha Capital Partners with Egyptian Minister of Transport.
During the meeting, they discussed
ways to boost joint cooperation in the field
of maritime transport.
In a statement, the Egyptian Ministry of

Transport stated that the discussions had
focused on supporting the development of
the economic and trade ties between the
two friendly countries in the field of ports
and specialised terminals, particularly the
methods of Qatari side engagement in developing the current containers terminals
in the Egyptian ports through pumping
direct investments to develop and upgrade
the capabilities of the superstructure, including operation equipment and apply
the state-of-the-art technologies in management and operation.
During the meeting, the Egyptian Minister of Transport said that the transport
sector in Egypt witnesses a substantial
boom, pointing out that there is a prom-

ising investment opportunity in this field,
such as the construction of maritime terminals for general merchandise and cargo
and establishing logistics centers and dry
ports to be further connected with railways
to contribute to increasing the commercial
traffic and trade in the Egyptian ports in
pursuit of achieving the larger goal that
entails converting Egypt into a global hub
for trade and logistics.
He pointed out the existence of multiple models of joint investment cooperation
in this field, in addition to other opportunities for investment in the high-speed electric rail network, which is a mega project
that represents a vital paradigm shift in
transportation in Egypt.

Deputy Undersecretary for Economic Affairs at the Ministry of Finance Dr Saud Abdullah Al Attiyah speaks at a panel session organised as
part of the Qatar National Dialogue on Climate Change 2022 in Doha.

Ministry of Finance Deputy Undersecretary takes
part in Qatar National Dialogue on climate change
TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

Qatari dignitaries at a panel discussion held by The Business Year in
Doha on Tuesday.

The MoU was signed by an executive consultant of Maha Capital Partners Abubakar Kondial and
Egyptian Minister of Transport Eng Kamel El Wazir.

DEPUTY Undersecretary for Economic
Affairs at the Ministry of Finance Dr
Saud Abdullah Al Attiyah participated
in the Qatar National Dialogue on Climate Change 2022, during a session
under the theme of “Climate Finance,
from the opportunity to action: challenges and solutions”, where was held
at Education City Student Center, Qatar
Foundation.

The session discussed how financing
initiatives and projects can help to mitigate global climate change, global best
practices and policies. In addition, it
focused on green financing and investments led by investor demands and the
challenge of implementing global financial solutions locally.
The Qatar National Dialogue on Climate Change 2022, which was opened
today in Doha by Qatar Foundation’s
Earthna Center for a Sustainable Future, will run from 19 – 20 September.

Ministry of Finance Deputy Undersecretary
Dr Saud Abdullah Al Attiyah
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China central
bank lowers
14-day reverse
repo rate
DPA
BEIJING

CHINA’S central bank conducted a reverse repo operation at a
lower rate on Monday in order
to improve liquidity in the financial system, the latest move in a
series of measures undertaken
to support a slowing economy.
The People’s Bank of China
(PBoC) injected 10 billion yuan
($1.4 billion) via 14-day reverse repos at an interest rate of
2.15% compared to the previous
2.25%. The bank also conducted
2-billion-yuan repo operations
at an unchanged rate of 2.00%.
The PBoC said the move
aims to maintain stable liquidity in the banking system. In
August, the central bank had cut
the medium-term lending facility rate, and also its five-year loan
prime rate to reduce the interest
burden of existing loans.

The central bank faces the
dilemma of lending support to the struggling
economy and at the same
time to avoid further weakening of the currency
Markets widely expect policymakers to respond with more
measures as the economy faces
property downturn, depressed
credit demand amid the zeroCovid policy on the domestic
front, and the tech rivalry and
weak demand globally.
The central bank faces the
dilemma of lending support to
the struggling economy and at
the same time to avoid further
weakening of the currency.
The recent tightening stance
of PBoC’s major counterparts
has resulted in the yuan’s depreciation. The Chinese government is mulling a package of
more than 200 billion yuan to
provide commercial banks with
funds in order to scale up lending to companies and in turn underpin the economic recovery.
The economy had expanded
only 2.5% in the first half of this
year, well below the government’s full year target of around
5.5%.
Official data released on
Monday showed that foreign direct investment into China grew
16.4% in the January to August
period from the same period last
year.

KEY REPORT

IPA Qatar and EY’s first real estate
report uncovers investment
opportunities and promising growth
TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

THE Investment Promotion
Agency Qatar (IPA Qatar), in
collaboration with teams of EY,
a global professional services
company, launched “Qatar’s
Real Estate Market Outlook Building the Future” report,
on Monday, underlining the
growth prospects of the sector.
The report provides a thorough overview of the sector
developments,
highlighting
different investment opportunities across all types of real
estate, spanning commercial,
residential, and retail.
Showcasing the real estate
growth potential, the report
identifies the country’s legislative reforms, coupled with
the significant investments in
infrastructure and a positive
economic outlook, as key drivers to unlock further business
opportunities.
Over the past few years,
Qatar has made major strides
in liberalising real estate rules,
and enabling foreign ownership, to stimulate its sector’s
growth. Complementing these
national efforts and initiatives,
the IPA Qatar-EY joint report
represents a full guide for investors looking to tap into the
growing real estate market by
identifying the various investment opportunities and the
process of applying for real estate ownership.
Residential
demand,
backed by the enactment of
real estate sector laws for foreign investors, Qatar’s hosting
of mega-events, and the growing expatriate population, are
poised to maintain an upward
trend.
Additionally, the report
notes the substantial 6.9% supply growth between 2010-2020
and the latest government reforms, in relation to freehold
areas, allowing foreign investors the unique opportunity to
obtain residency permits, will
serve as key catalysts to further
improve the residential trans-

action volumes and occupancy.
On the commercial front,
the report identifies the promise of the office sector as economic activity picks up, while
the various regulatory and fiscal incentives, offered by the
Ministry of Commerce and Industry (MoCI), Qatar Finical
Centre, Qatar Free Zones Authority, and Qatar Science and
Technology Park, will continue
to stimulate the sector’s growth
prospects.
Similarly, retail real estate
is also projected to continue attracting demand, especially for
destination and entertainmentfocused retail developments.
The sector witnessed significant growth in the last four
years, and more opportunities
have been emerging, especially
with the upcoming mega events
of the World Cup (2022), Formula 1 (10-year deal starting

2023), FINA World Championships (2023), and Asian games
(2030).
Spearheading an ESGfocused development vision
across all sectors, Qatar has
made significant strides in
fostering an eco-friendly real
estate sector and introducing
innovative concepts to reduce
its carbon footprint.
The State is playing an active role in transforming its
building standards toward
higher sustainability levels by
adopting the Global Sustainability Assessment System
(GSAS) standards.
Two of the key landmarks
planning, to name a few, have
been Lusail and Msheireb
Downtown development. The
first includes all the features
of a sustainable city, from the
pneumatic waste collection,
sewage treatment plant, and

district cooling, to centralised
facilities, and GSAS. Whereas
Msheireb is the world’s first
sustainable downtown regeneration project.

A vibrant sector

Real estate has been one
of the key areas spearheading
the march of Qatar to a nonfossil fuel based economic development model.
Qatar’s real estate sector
growth is driven by a number
of factors, including high GDP
growth and influx of population, accompanied by employment opportunities and favourable government policies.
The potential of the market has been further expanded
following the investment in
construction projects worth
$250 bn and the Council of
Ministers’ Decision No. (28)
of 2020 on the conditions,

controls, benefits, and procedures for ownership and use
of real estate in the country.
Through this decision, the Qatari government introduced
unprecedented new property
ownership reforms that provide non-Qataris the eligibility to own property and invest
in the real estate sector for the
first time.
Some of the benefits granted to real estate investors are
permanent residency, which
provides benefits such as free
health care, education/tuition,
and the ability to invest in certain commercial activities.
In September 2022, the
Government of Qatar approved the establishment of
the Real Estate Regulatory
Authority which will be responsible for preparing a national plan for organising and
stimulating the real estate sector. Such government policies
have been enacted to grow and
strengthen Qatar’s economic
development and develop the
real estate sector.
Real estate has different classifications called land
uses. Real estate can be residential, industrial, commercial, hospitality, office, recreation, shopping mall, sports,
medical, educational, tourism,
transportation, urban, rural
etc (Oyedele, 2018).
Investors generally tend
to invest in the piece of real
estate that generates higher
rates of return on investment (ROI). Rates of return
on investment on real estate
depend on ‘yield’. Yield is an
important way of measuring
the future income on an investment.
Property yield is particularly important in real estate
investment as capital growth
rates are not usually the same
for the same amount of investment on different land uses in
the same property market. So
the returns you get now and
in the future are key factors in
working out whether to invest
or not in a type of real estate.

Citibank honours QIIB with ‘STP Award’

In the presence of Ali Hamad al Mesaifri, Head of HR and Administrative Affairs Sector at QIIB, the award was handed over to Mohammad Khair Barhoma, Chief Operations Officer at QIIB, by Citibank’s Mohamed
Galadari, Vice-President (Financial Institutions) at an event held at the bank’s headquarters in Doha on Monday.
TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

CITIBANK New York has
chosen QIIB for the 2021 ‘Excellence in Straight Through
Processing – STP’ award, in
recognition of QIIB’s “exceptional” level in dealing with
“Straight Through Processing” in payments, as the bank
manages these operations
in line with the best international standards, the bank
announced in a statement on
Monday.
In the presence of Ali
Hamad al Mesaifri, Head
of HR and Administrative

Affairs Sector at QIIB, the
award was handed over to
Mohammad Khair Barhoma,
Chief Operations Officer at
QIIB, by Citibank’s Mohamed Galadari, Vice-President
(Financial Institutions) at an
event held at the bank’s headquarters here.
The event was attended
by Syed Asim Mahmood,
QIIB Head of Central Operations and Citibank executives,
Mohanad Barakat, Senior
Vice-President
(Treasury
and Trade Solutions) and
Mohamed Hammadi, Director, Correspondent Banking
group.

Citibank stated, “QIIB
deserved the award as it has
achieved the best figures and
highest performance standards in the field of STP in
payments, with rates that are
considered the highest globally.”
On the occasion, Mesaifri
said, “It is not the first time
that QIIB has been chosen for
an STP award from Citibank
New York. The bank won
this award many times in the
past, which reflects the bank’s
commitment to excellence
in the field of managing and
continuously improving its
operations.

“This stems from persistent efforts being exerted
whether in relation to training, qualification, and attracting expert cadres or in relation to banking technology
used by the bank and keeping
pace with the latest technological updates”.
He
said,
“Straight
Through Processing is an important part of our payments
procedure, and we always
strive to ensure the accuracy
of such payment operations,
as these are critical in increasing customer satisfaction,
and improving the overall efficiency”.

He noted: “This award
highlights QIIB’s great success in achieving STP in payments which entails direct
transfer of funds without any
manual intervention, while
ensuring that such funds are
received by the beneficiaries
without any delays.” Mesaifri
expressed his gratitude to Citibank for its trust and care for
the continuous relations and
partnership with QIIB.
He also reiterated QIIB’s
desire to strengthen this partnership and develop it further
in a way that benefits both the
parties.
On the other hand, Gala-

dari emphasised his recognition of the exceptional level,
achieved by QIIB in the field
of STP of payments, and
noted that QIIB deserved the
excellence award that it had
won previously many times.
“This indicates that the
bank is capable of continuously updating and improving its operations,” he said.
He also noted, “There is
a desire and opportunity to
develop the relationship between Citibank and QIIB in
the period ahead, in a way
that each party benefits from
the capabilities of the other in
the best way possible”.

Economy & Business

Asian shares
retreat ahead
of central bank
meetings
DPA
CANBERRA

ASIAN stocks ended broadly
lower on Monday as investors braced for a slew of
central bank decisions this
week.
The US Federal Reserve
meets on Wednesday while
the Bank of England (BoE)
and the Swiss National Bank
(SNB) will announce their
monetary policy decisions
on Thursday. The Bank of
Japan is also meeting on
Thursday with no change in
interest rates expected.
The dollar hovered near a
two-decade peak versus major peers and Treasury yields
ticked higher amid bets the
Fed will raise its benchmark
interest rate by at least 75 basis points (bps) at the end of
a two-day policy meeting on
Wednesday.
Both gold and oil fell
about 1% in Asian trade amid
dollar strength.
Japanese markets were
closed for Old Age Day holiday.
Chinese shares ended
modestly lower despite the
megacity of Chengdu exiting
a two-week lockdown and
the People’s Bank of China
cutting its 14-day reverse
repo rates to revive credit demand and prop up the sputtering economy.
China’s Shanghai Composite index dropped 0.35%
to 3,115.60 while Hong

Kong’s Hang Seng index fell
1.04% to 18,565.97.
Seoul stocks fell for a
fourth straight session to hit
over two-month low as investors braced for the Fed to
raise rates by 75 bps for the
third straight time.
The Kospi ended down
1.14% at 2,355.66, marking
the lowest level since July
12. Battery maker LG Energy
Solution led losses to close
5.6% lower while state-run
utility Korea Electric Power
Corporation (KEPCO) rallied 3.2% amid speculation
the government could raise
electricity rate by a big margin next month.
Australian
markets
gave up early gains to end
lower as oil prices reversed
course, weighing on energy
stocks. The benchmark S&P
ASX 200 slipped 0.28% to
6,719.90 while the broader
All Ordinaries index closed
0.38% lower at 6,948.60.
Across the Tasman, New
Zealand’s benchmark S&P
NZX-50 index dropped
0.42% to 11,531.99 despite a
positive reading on the country’s services sector.
US stocks fell on Friday
to hit two-month lows as a
profit warning from global
delivery bellwether FedEx
heightened fears of a recession.
The Dow shed half a%,
the tech-heavy Nasdaq Composite gave up 0.9% and the
S&P 500 declined 0.7%.
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GREEN INITIATIVE

Qatar Islamic Bank’s Chief Strategy & Digital Officer Dinos Constantinides (right) and Loop’s owner, Ibrahim Mohd A H al Mohannadi at an event in
Doha on Monday.

QIB signs agreement with
Qatari start-up ‘Loop’ to
promote sustainable mobility
TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

A pedestrian walks past a display showing the numbers for the
Hang Seng Index in Hong Kong recently. (AFP)

Tuesday, September 20, 2022

QATAR Islamic Bank (QIB),
and Qatari start-up, Loop Mobility signed a cooperation
agreement to promote sustainable mobility and encourage
the public to use eco-friendly
alternative to personal cars, the
bank announced in a statement
on Monday.
The agreement, which
starts beginning of November,
is in line with QIB’s sustainability principles for urban
mobility and encourages the
public to reduce their carbon
footprint to mitigate the effects
of climate change.
QIB branded e-scooters will
be placed in strategic points
that are commuter friendly including Doha, Lusail, Al Waab,
Al Aziziya, Al Sudan, and
around metro stations.
On this occasion, Dinos

Key deal
QIB branded
e-scooters will be
placed in strategic
points that are
commuter friendly
including Doha, Lusail,
Al Waab, Al Aziziya, Al
Sudan, and around
metro stations
● The agreement starts
beginning of November
● Loop Mobility is an
aspiring start-up based in
Qatar transforming
operations with a
revolutionary e-scooter
model
Constantinides, QIB’s Chief
Strategy & Digital Officer said:
“We are pleased to be partnering with Loop Mobility to

encourage the public to use
more environmental-friendly
means of transportation. As the
weather cools down, e-scooters
are an efficient, affordable, and
eco-friendly transportation solution.
“We have always been advocates for sustainability efforts in Qatar and we hope this
encourages further reliance on
e-scooters to help cut down
emissions and protect our environment. This partnership
supports our commitment towards sustainability as well as
our efforts to contribute to the
development of Qatar’s startups ecosystem.”
Loop’s owner, Ibrahim
Mohd A H al Mohannadi, said:
“We thank QIB for this opportunity and we are proud to
partner with the Bank as part
of our mission to empower the
community to have more freedom, and access to eco-friendly

and sustainable transportation options. As our operations
across the region continue to
expand, we have been rolling
out e-scooters to shift our way
to sustainable urban mobility
and propelling communities
forward.
“We have been steadfast
in our commitment to being a
part of the climate solution as
we lead the market towards
sustainable
micro-mobility.
With this new partnership, we
hope to reach the wider community and provide them with
a more environmentally friendly and convenient alternative,
to seamlessly move around the
city.”
Loop Mobility is an aspiring start-up based in Qatar
transforming operations with a
revolutionary e-scooter model
and supporting national efforts
towards building a more sustainable future.

Europe races to prepare for energy crunch this winter
AGENCIES
GERMANY was pressing on
Monday to secure liquefied
natural gas contracts with Gulf
producers and other European
states outlined measures to
conserve energy, with Russian flows running at severely
reduced levels as winter approaches.
Berlin said it aimed to sign
LNG contracts in the United
Arab Emirates to supply terminals it is building, now that the
vital Nord Stream 1 gas pipeline from Russia is shut, while
Spain, France others outlined
contingency planning to try to
avoid power cuts.
“If everything goes well,
savings in Germany are high
and we have a bit of luck with
the weather, we ... have a
chance at getting through the
winter comfortably,” Economy
Minister Robert Habeck said
after a tour of a future LNG terminal in northern Germany.
The sharp drop supplies
from Russia, which previously
supplied about 40% of the European Union’s gas needs, has
left governments scrambling to
find alternative energy resources and has prompted fears of
possible power cuts and a recession.
Russia has blamed Western
sanctions imposed on Moscow

An employee of Uniper Energy Storage inspects the above-ground facilities of a natural gas storage facility at
the Uniper Energy Storage facility in Bierwang, southern Germany. (File photo) (AFP)
for its invasion of Ukraine for
hampering pipeline deliveries.
European politicians say Moscow is using energy as weapon.
Germany’s RWE said it was “in
good and constructive talks”
with Qatar about LNG deliveries, before a planned visit by
Chancellor Olaf Scholz to the
Gulf. Ailing importer Uniper
said it had not reached a deal
yet.
Germany will also be able

to count on gas flowing from
France from around Oct. 10,
the head of France’s CRE energy regulator said, following
an announcement by President Emmanuel Macron that
the two would help each other
with energy supplies. Although
deliveries via the Nord Stream
1 have halted, Russian gas
flows to Europe via Ukraine,
although much reduced, have
continued.

In France, CRE chief Emmanuelle Wargon said that if
energy group EDF’s race to
repair corrosion-hit nuclear
reactors suffers delays, “exceptional” measures this winter
could include localised electricity cuts. “But there will be no
gas cuts for households. Never,” she told franceinfo broadcaster.
Across the Pyrenees, Spanish Industry Minister Reyes

Maroto said obliging energyintensive companies to close
during consumption peaks
was an option this winter if required.
The companies would be
compensated financially, she
said in an interview with Spanish news agency Europa Press,
adding there was no need to
impose such closures now. And
Finns were warned by national
grid operator Fingrid that they
should be prepared for power
outages.
Reflecting the disruptions
caused across the continent,
Finnish power retailer Karhu
Voima Oy said it had filed for
bankruptcy due to a sharp rise
in electricity prices. Meanwhile
in Germany, Habeck said Berlin will not let large gas importers like VNG become insolvent,
while an economy ministry
spokesperson said “focused”
discussions on aid were ongoing with ailing importer Uniper.
The German economy is
contracting already and will
likely get worse over the winter
months as gas consumption is
cut or rationed, the country’s
central bank said on Monday.
In Portugal, the government
was blunt about its concerns.
“From one day to another,
we may have a problem, such
as not being supplied the vol-

ume of gas that is planned,” environment and energy minister
Duarte Cordeiro said, adding
that Portugal was working to
diversify its supplies to boost
energy security.
“Portugal has been preparing, like all of Europe, for
what will be a difficult winter,”
he said, urging the European
Commission to move forward
with plans for a joint EU gas
purchasing platform and defining import prices.
Russia, which had supplied
about 40% of the European
Union’s gas before its February
invasion of Ukraine, has said it
closed Nord Stream 1 because
Western sanctions hindered
operations. European politicians say that is a pretext and
accuse Moscow of using energy
as a weapon.
German buyers briefly reserved capacity on Monday
to receive Russian gas via the
Nord Stream 1 pipeline, once
one of Europe’s major gas supply routes, for the first time
since the line was shut three
weeks ago.
But they soon dropped the
requests. It was not immediately clear why buyers had
submitted requests for capacity when Russia has given no
indication since it shut the line
that it would restart any time
soon.

61 Days to go
The 1966 World Cup was the high point of my
career. We may have lost the semi-final, but
Portuguese football was a big winner.

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 20, 2022

– Football great Eusebio

Qatar stay perfect in AFC U20 Asian Cup Uzbekistan Qualifiers
AFC
ARAD (BAHRAIN)

QATAR qualified for the AFC
U20 Asian Cup Uzbekistan
2023 Finals after defeating
Bahrain 2-0, while Bangladesh
defeated Nepal 3-0 in Group B
of the Qualifiers at the Sheikh
Ali Bin Mohammed Al Khalifa
Stadium on Sunday.
Qatar signed off with a
perfect tally of 12 points while
Bahrain look set to miss out on
the Finals following the defeat.
Qatar produced a solid
second half display to see off
Bahrain 2-0 to earn a spot in
Uzbekistan 2023.
Qatar came into the tie with
a perfect record, while Bahrain
needed a win to qualify but neither team was able to find the
back of the net in the opening

We came to Bahrain with
great ambitions. All the four
matches were tough but
we were able to come out
victorious. I am confident
they will show a good
performance in the
finals too.
Qatar U20 coach
Inaki Gonzalez
45 minutes.
Midfielder Jassem Alsharshani put Qatar ahead two
minutes into the restart before
Alhashmi Mohialdin sealed the
three points with his 52nd minute effort.
Qatar U20 coach Inaki

The Qatar U20 football team celebrates at the Sheikh Ali Bin Mohammed Al Khailfa Stadium in Arad, Bahrain
on Sunday after defeating the hosts 2-0.
Gonzalez praised Al Annabi for
their outstanding performance
in the tournament.
“We worked hard for the
event and I am proud of my

players. I am confident they
will show a good performance
in the finals too. We came to
Bahrain with great ambitions.
All the four matches were

tough but we were able to come
out victorious owing to teamwork,” said Gonzalez.
Nepal 0-3 Bangladesh

Both sides were playing for
pride with Bangladesh having only a point to their name
while Nepal had suffered three
defeats going into the tie.
Bangladesh started on the
front foot with Md Mojibor Jony
finding the back of the net as
early as the sixth minute before
Md Piash Nova doubled their
advantage four minutes later.
Nepal were overwhelmed
by their opponents as they continued to struggle in the second
half with Bangladesh sealing
the win through Sajed Hasan
Nijum’s 52nd minute strike.
The 10 group winners and
five best second-placed teams
join hosts Uzbekistan in the
Finals with Group H - to be
contested by Australia, Iraq,
India and Kuwait - to be decided in October.

Weverton: The World Cup would
be my crowning moment
Roger Federer on his arrival in
London for Laver Cup.
(Pic courtesy Tennis Channel)

Federer
to make
last-moment
decision on
Laver Cup:
Fitness coach
STATS PERFORM/DPA
BERLIN

ROGER Federer will make a
“last-moment decision” on his
participation in next week’s
Laver Cup, according to fitness
coach Pierre Paganini.
The 20-time Grand Slam
champion announced
on
Thursday he will retire from
top-level tennis after the tournament at London’s O2 Arena.
However, Federer has not
competed since Wimbledon
2021, after which he underwent a third knee operation.
And Paganini has cast
doubt over whether the Swiss
will be able to link up with the
likes of Novak Djokovic, Rafal Nadal and Andy Murray in
what is supposed to be his farewell event.
“This will probably be a
last-moment decision,” Paganini told Swiss newspaper
Blick. “He’s practised at a level
in order to determine exactly if
playing is a good idea or not.”
Federer is bringing down
the curtain on a remarkable career that saw him win 103 ATP
Tour-level titles - only Jimmy
Connors (109) boasts more in
the Open Era.
Among an array of other
notable achievements, the
41-year-old spent a record 750
weeks in the top 10 of the men’s
singles rankings.
But Paganini says it “became clear a return to the Tour
would be impossible” around
July as injury problems took
their toll on the all-time great.
In a more positive update,
fellow coach Severin Luthi indicated Federer is on course to
be fit to play at least some part
in the Laver Cup.
“His aim is to play something, though whether it’s singles or doubles we’ll have to
see,” Luthi told Blick. “His aim
is still to play at the Laver Cup
- definitely.
“We train for three hours
in the morning, then another
two hours in the afternoon. He
trained last week and is training again this week.”

Brazil goalkeeper
faces stiff
competition from
Alisson and Ederson
to claim the
A Seleção No1 jersey

Lining up at Qatar 2022
would be the crowning
moment in my journey. As
you progress in your career,
the expectation levels rise.
That’s exactly what I’m
doing: I dream about it and
am going to give my all
every day, both in training
and games, to make sure it
comes true.

L

ining up at Qatar 2022
would involve another long
journey in Weverton’s career
and this time the destination is
totally different and involves a
very unique culture, but he is in
a different place now and feels
ready to embrace the challenge.
“I’m going to tell you a story that
not many people have heard and
one that my agent may not even
be aware of. Before playing in La
Copinha (the most prestigious
youth competition in Brazil), I had
a trial lined up at Sao Paulo,”
Weverton, the Palmeiras and
Brazil goalkeeper, tells FIFA+. “I
wasn’t brave enough to tell my
mum about it.”
This episode took place halfway
through 2005, when the shotstopper was coming up through
the youth ranks at Atletico Clube
Juventus in his native Acre, a
region completely submerged in
the Amazon rainforest and the
least densely populated area in
Brazil. To a fresh-faced Weverton, leaving his hometown of Rio
Branco to try his luck in bustling
Sao Paulo, which has a population of over 12 million, was
enough to strike “fear” into him.
Instead of telling his mum,
Josefa, directly about the opportunity, Weverton sought out his
auntie to act as a go-between.
The conversation between the
sisters did not go all that well:
“My mum got angry and said:
‘Come off it, what are you trying
to do, kill him [laughter]?’ That
conversation didn’t go very well
and I’m actually glad it didn’t,
because I wasn’t keen on going
for the trial.”
This tale tells us a lot about
the rather unique career path of
a player who only established
himself as a goalkeeper at 15
and now harbours hopes of gracing his first FIFA World Cup at
the ripe old age of 34. In an era
when bright young things are unearthed at an increasingly earlier
age, Weverton has no qualms in
admitting that his on-field talents
only emerged a decade after he
let that opportunity slip through
his hands. The talented keeper
is now a Palmeiras legend, a twotime Copa Libertadores winner
and an Olympic Gold medallist.
“Everything came together at the
right time,” he says. “Looking
back on things, I perhaps wasn’t
mature enough back then to be
where I am today. I may have
ended up losing my way and
wouldn’t have been capable of
controlling everything that could
have come my way.”
Megacity adventures
In terms of controlling his des-

Weverton.

cropped up in conversations
surrounding the national-team
squad and he was a last-minute
inclusion to the Olympic team
that did battle for glory on home
soil. “That was a turning point,”
he notes.

Brazilian goalkeepers Alisson (left) and Weverton before the 2021
Copa America final against Argentina.
tiny, although Weverton passed
up the chance to go for a trial at
Sao Paulo, his potential earned
him a second opportunity in the
country’s most populous city.
The boy from Acre accepted the
chance to line up for Juventus
in the Copinha and bravely set
out on a 3,500km bus journey
that would last two days and
three nights. Although his team
finished bottom of their group,
he shone so brightly in the game
against the group winners, Corinthians – eternal enemies of both
Sao Paulo and Palmeiras – that
they moved quickly to secure his
services days later.
Life at Corinthians proved to be
far from easy, at least during
his early days. “I escaped from
the training centre and asked to
go home because I missed my
family,” recalls Weverton, who
speaks of a close relationship
with his mother, who passed
away in 2020, and other family
members. However, when the
going got tough, he received the
support he needed to pursue
his dream. “I got used to things
over time. I met people who have
played a really important part in
my life and they helped me out
and took me home with them at
weekends.”
Weverton goes on to reveal that
his family acted as a source of
motivation to keep him going

during those darker days. “I
was raised by my granddad. I
never had a dad and only met
him when I was older. My mum
always had to go out and get a
job. I had to go to training on my
own on a little bike,” he recalls.
“When you’ve had that sort of
upbringing, you have one wish in
life and that’s to be able to give
your mum a house and get her
out of that situation.”
The promising goalkeeper put in
the hard yards to make up for
his technical deficiencies and
was drafted into the Corinthians
first team in 2008. However, he
soon realised that he had a long
way to go before being ready to
turn out for one of the country’s
heavyweights. As fourth-choice
goalkeeper he realised that he
had no chance of seeing any
first-team action anytime soon
and so sought pastures new
and took what proved to be an
inspired decision.
He spent time at four clubs
before eventually returning to
Sao Paulo in 2010 to sign for
Portuguesa. His rise continued,
with the team securing Brazil’s
Serie B title the following year,
before making the move to fellow second-tier side Athletico
Paranaense. During the course
of 2013, he established himself
as a top-flight goalkeeper and
in 2016, his name regularly

Fame at last
One of the over-23 berths at the
Men’s Olympic Football Tournament Rio 2016 was occupied
by Palmeiras No1 Fernando
Prass, only for an elbow injury
to rule him out on the eve of the
competition.
“I’ve got some really fun memories from the atmosphere in
and around the camp at the
Olympics. When we got out of
the hotel, it was madness with
Neymar and the rest of them.
But when I came out, the fans
were whispering between themselves and asking each other
who I was. That same scene was
repeated every single day.”
Things would be very different
three weeks later after Weverton
starred for the team that captured the one medal that had
proved elusive in A Seleção’s
impressive trophy haul. In the
penalty shoot-out in the showpiece against Germany, he saved
Nils Petersen’s spot-kick before
wheeling away in celebration after Neymar converted his effort.
“When we returned home as
champions, I think I was one of
the last players to get off the
bus. I could hear people cheering and I thought it must have
been because Neymar was
behind me, but I looked over my
shoulder and could see that I
was all alone. People now actually knew who I was.”
Sought-after silverware secured
Weverton’s performances and
calm approach in a situation of
immense pressure impressed
Tite and earned the goalie a
call-up to the senior national
side. His consistent displays
also attracted the attention of
Palmeiras, who signed him in
late 2017. It was only following
this move that his performances were, at long last, rewarded

with trophies.
At the first seven clubs he
represented during his career,
Weverton collected three pieces
of silverware, one of which was
a top-flight trophy. During his
four-year stint with the Periquito
Verde, he has added a further
seven trophies to that haul, including the 2018 top-flight crown
and the last two editions of the
Copa Libertadores.
“You could say that I had one life
up until I was 30 and another
after that. In fact, things started
to fall into place when I joined
Palmeiras at that age and I
started to win a lot of trophies,”
he says.
Upon reflection, Weverton understands that his road to success,
despite being long and winding,
was the only route possible. “It
all happened at the right time, it
really did. I’m married and have
three children and live a settled
life. My career has played a massive part in that.”
Set for take-off
Palmeiras continued to rack up
the trophies and club football
was Weverton’s main focus. However, his career path would soon
involve the prospect of gracing
the FIFA World Cup, a development that becomes all the more
extraordinary when we consider
that he is the only domesticallybased player in many of Tite’s
squads.
Not only is Weverton intruding on
this biggest of stages, he is also
waging an intriguing battle with
Liverpool and Manchester City
goalkeepers Alisson and Ederson. He got the nod four times
during qualifying in a rotation
system masterminded by Tite and
his goalkeeping coach, Claudio
Taffarel. Meanwhile, he took his
place between the sticks for
June’s friendly meeting with Korea
Republic in Seoul.
“Being involved at the World
Cup would be so satisfying. It’s
something I’ve always dreamt
of because I’ve been part of the
national team’s journey. Being
the only one [who plays domestically] is difficult for me to think
about. It’s perfectly normal that
there are an increasing number
of European-based players in the
squad because our top stars emigrate at a young age. But if I had
to bet on it, I’d say that there’ll be
more players in the squad who
are based in Brazil and I’d be
delighted to be one of them.”
Lining up at Qatar 2022 would
involve another long journey in
Weverton’s career.
“It’d be the crowning moment in
my journey,” he says.
“As you progress in your career,
the expectation levels rise, but
that’s something that you’ve
always got to have in your life because it drives you on to achieve
your dreams. That’s exactly what
I’m doing: I dream about it and
am going to give my all every
day, both in training and games,
to make sure it comes true.”
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‘Irreproachable’ Neymar gives PSG best balance: Galtier
STATS PERFORM/DPA
PARIS

Paris Saint-Germain’s Argentine forward Lionel Messi (R) celebrates with Paris Saint-Germain’s Brazilian forward Neymar (L) after scoring a goal
during the French L1 match between Olympique Lyonnais (OL) and Paris Saint-Germain (PSG) at The Groupama Stadium in Decines-Charpieu,
central-eastern France, on Sunday. (AFP)

CHRISTOPHE Galtier has
heaped praise on “irreproachable” Neymar following Paris
Saint-Germain’s 1-0 win over
Lyon, suggesting the Brazil international gives the Ligue 1
leaders “the best balance.”
Neymar marked his 100th
appearance in the French top
flight with an assist for Lionel
Messi’s fifth-minute strike at
Groupama Stadium, meaning he has now been directly
involved in 15 of his side’s 26
goals this term (scoring eight
and assisting four).
The former Barcelona forward took his tally of goal involvements to 121 in Ligue 1 (77
goals, 44 assists) - more than
any other player in their first
century of appearances since
Opta began analysing the competition in 2006-07.
“It is he who gives [us] the
best balance,” Galtier said of
Neymar during his press conference. “He is generous to the
team.
“Obviously, the great players have to come out in this
type of match.
“Neymar worked a lot for

the team, and he came off a little tired and angry. This is normal. He has an irreproachable
behaviour.
“He is sharp and has a lot of
ambition for the season – both
with the club and in terms of
personal statistics.”
Despite dominating possession for long stretches, PSG had
to fend off a determined Lyon
in the second half to take maximum points, and extend their
winning streak to six matches
across all competitions.
But while admitting his side
could have been more clinical,
having converted only one of
their 15 shots on goal, Galtier
insists his side were worthy of
their victory.
“We knew we were going to face a tough game, but
we had a very good game,” he
added. “We can still regret the
number of missed or stopped
chances by Anthony [Lopes],
who had a very good game. The
score could have been wider.
“As long as you are at 1-0,
you are not immune to a reaction, Lyon pushed for that. But
over the whole game, both in
possession of the ball and clear
situations, we deserved our victory in my opinion.”

‘Impossible to replace Benzema’ but
Real’s Rodrygo savours derby goal
STATS PERFORM/DPA

Qatar to play Croatia in friendly today
TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

THE Qatar national football
team will play Croatia in a
friendly on Tuesday at 7pm
Doha Time at the Stadion Wiener Neustadt Stadium in Wiener Neustadt, Austria, as part of
their preparations for the forthcoming FIFA World Cup 2022.
The two teams had previously met on June 30 last year
at the Aldo Dorsena stadium in

the Croatian city of Pula, with
Qatar winning 3-1.
The Qatari team will also
play friendlies against Canada
on September 23, and Chile on
September 27.
All the three matches will
be held in Austria where the
Qatar team is currently based
for a training camp.
The Qatar national football team had earlier trained
at a camp in the Spanish city of
Marbella in June.

beIN SPORTS to mark countdown
with exclusive content line-up
BEIN SPORTS - the Official
Broadcaster of the FIFA World
Cup Qatar 2022 across the
Middle East and North Africa
(MENA) region – celebrates
the two-month countdown to
the historic tournament with
a full-day of exciting exclusive sports and entertainment
programming – scheduled for
Tuesday, 20 September 2022.
Coverage starts on beIN
SPORTS NEWS with Issue of
the Day at 00:00 Mecca Time,
followed by a 30-minute episode
of Al Hassad at 01:00 Mecca.
At 19:00 Mecca, beIN
SPORTS PREMIUM 1 and
beIN SPORTS NEWS will
broadcast a commemorative “Two-Month To Go” live
three-hour studio for Arabicspeaking viewers and subscribers, that will include exclusive
interviews with Supreme Committee for Delivery & Legacy
spokespeople, who will be on
hand to provide updates on
the latest preparations and
overall fan experience, as well
as FIFA World Cup stars and
former footballers from different countries. Moreover, beIN
reporters will be on-ground to
bring you fan reactions from
across the region.
Over on beIN SPORTS
ENGLISH 1, a corresponding
“Two-Month To Go” studio will
air live at 21:00 Mecca, presented by beIN’s Aarran Summers
with guests including Irish
footballer, Jason McAteer, who
played during the 1994 and
2002 FIFA World Cups and the
former Paris Saint-Germain
left-back, Didier Domi. For one
hour, they will discuss various

topics about their own experience as former professional
footballers, special moments
from their careers, and their
expectations about this year’s
FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022.
FIFA 2010 World Cup finalist Nigel De Jong and beIN
SPORTS’ Presenter Nicky
Crosby will provide viewers
with an exclusive insight into
the World Cup stadiums hosting the opening and the final
games, Al Bayt and Lusail.
Moreover, football enthusiasts will hear from Kaylyn Kyle,
who represented Canada in the
2015 FIFA Women’s World
Cup, on up-to-date Canada and
US tournament preparations.
Throughout the day, the coverage will take place with a celebratory feel over beIN SPORTS
and beIN SPORTS PREMIUM 1
in Arabic and over beIN SPORTS
English 1 in English, with a content line-up of documentaries,
interviews, exclusives, tournament updates from beIN’s
original programmes including
‘Welcome to Qatar’, ‘Stars Align’,
‘Postcards from Qatar’, and
‘Memories and Dreams’.
Mohammed Al Bader, Managing Director of beIN’s MENA
Channels, said: “We have been
preparing for this moment for
over ten years - and now, with
just two-months-to-go, we are
confident that our millions of
viewers and subscribers will have
an unparalleled viewing experience during the world’s most
prestigious event. We look forward to counting down the last
few weeks with our audience and
to putting on the greatest show
on earth from November 20.”

MADRID

RODRYGO considers Karim
Benzema “impossible to replace”, but the Brazilian is nevertheless giving his all to fill in
for the injured Real Madrid
striker.
Madrid’s opener came from
Rodrygo in their 2-1 derby triumph at Atletico Madrid on
Sunday, as Carlo Ancelotti’s
side kept up their 100% record in LaLiga to top the table
heading into the international
break.
The Brazil international
combined excellently with
Aurelien Tchouameni to slot
home in the 18th minute, before Federico Valverde made it
2-0 prior to the break.
Atleti fought back through
Mario Hermoso’s late goal, but
it was not enough to inspire a
full comeback - with the hosts’
scorer subsequently sent off after picking up two bookings in
as many minutes.
While captain Benzema is
set to return after the international break, Ancelotti has
been able to rely on Rodrygo to
lead Madrid’s line in the France
frontman’s absence, with the
21-year-old contributing to five
goals in his last four LaLiga appearances.
Asked in an interview with
Movistar+ how difficult it was
to replace Benzema, Rodrygo
said: “I’ve always had confidence, but last season I scored
more goals at the end [of the
campaign] and now I have
scored them at the beginning
as well.
“I’m coming off a very
good season and I want to continue like this, because I [can
get] even better.
“It’s impossible to replace

Real Madrid’s Brazilian forward Rodrygo (L) celebrates after scoring his team first goal during the Spanish
League match against Club Atletico de Madrid at the Wanda Metropolitano stadium in Madrid on Sunday. (AFP)
Benzema, but I try and I think
I’m doing well. I have to say
that I do things differently to
him, we have changed the style
of play.” Defender Dani Carvajal, meanwhile, said Rodrygo
had given Madrid “wings in
attack”, even if Benzema was
“fundamental” to Los Blancos.
Madrid have won all nine of
their matches this season in all
competitions, and they are the
only side in Europe’s top five
leagues with a perfect record.
It marks the third time Madrid have won their first nine
games in a single campaign
after 1961-62 and 1968-69,
when they won their opening 11
games in both campaigns.
“We are very happy. We
started the season at 100%,
winning everything,” Rodrygo
said. “We are going into the

break wanting to rest, play with
our national teams and come
back better.”
Rodrygo celebrated his
opener with compatriot Vinicius Junior, who in the wake
of being crudely told to “stop
playing the monkey” by a football agent in midweek, was the
target of racist chanting from
some Atleti supporters outside
the Civitas Metropolitano prior
to kick-off.
“It’s a pleasure to play with
him, something very special,
without a doubt,” said Rodrygo
of his team-mate, who played
a key role in Valverde’s goal,
hitting the post after a brilliant run, which enabled the
midfielder to tuck home on the
rebound.
The match was not without
its contentious moments, with

Hermoso’s second yellow particularly harsh. Having previously been booked for dissent,
the centre-back was adjudged
to have lashed out at Dani Ceballos, though replays showed
it was a questionable decision.
“We have lost a very important match. We have not been
so bad, we have not deserved
the defeat, but it is football,”
Atleti goalkeeper Jan Oblak
told Movistar+.
On Hermoso’s red card,
Oblak said: “I’ve seen the video.
The referee was very close and
I don’t know what he saw, but
it’s his decision and on video
it’s easier than [live], it’s true.
“It didn’t have to be yellow,
there were still three minutes
left and we could have taken
advantage.”

Dier thankful to Conte, hopes England recall ‘just a starting point’
STATS PERFORM/DPA
LONDON

ERIC Dier has thanked Antonio Conte and his Tottenham
team-mates for helping him
earn a recall to the England
squad, which he hopes is “just
a starting point.”
Spurs defender Dier has
been called up by Gareth
Southgate for the upcoming
Nations League matches with
Italy and Germany.
The most recent of his 45
caps came in November 2020,
but an upturn in form at club
level has Dier in contention for
a World Cup spot.
Dier’s improved performances have coincided with
the appointment of Conte last
November, and the 28-year-old
is confident he can continue his
upward trajectory. “I am just
looking forward to going and

Tottenham Hotspur’s English
defender Eric Dier (R) celebrates
scoring during the Premier
League match against Leicester
City in London on Saturday. (AFP)
I think as my manager [Conte]
said during the week, for me it
is my ambition for this just to
be a starting point for me,” he
said.
“I think I can still do a lot
more. Honestly, [a recall]
wasn’t what I was thinking
about. “I was just thinking

about being as good a player
as I can be for Tottenham and
everything else that happens is
a consequence of that.
“I think that’s the only thing
I had to focus on and the only
thing that was in my control.
Everything else that happens,
happens.
“I’m just thankful for the
way my team-mates, coaching
staff and everyone at Tottenham has supported me, pushed
me and tried to help me get
back to the national team.”
Dier started all four of England’s matches at Euro 2016
and was used six times at the
2018 World Cup, but he was
not part of Southgate’s squad
for Euro 2020.
He is back involved with
the Three Lions after performing at a consistent level across
Tottenham’s nine games this
season, during which he has

scored twice.
The most recent of those
goals came in Saturday’s 6-2
win against Leicester City,
with Son Heung min grabbing
the headlines after scoring a
13-minute hat-trick.
And Dier joked Son, who
was dropped for the first time
this season after failing to score
in his first eight outings, should
start on the substitutes’ bench
regularly.
“We told him the manager
should drop him more often if
he scores a hat-trick every half
an hour,” Dier said.
“Everyone is delighted for
him. Obviously for someone
who lives for scoring goals it
has been a difficult start to the
season.
“I think that’s no secret. But he’s come back in an
emphatic way - the floodgates
have opened.”
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Al Janoub Stadium: An architectural
gem paying tribute to Zaha Hadid
D

esigned by the late
British-Iraqi architect
Zaha Hadid, Al Janoub
Stadium in Al Wakrah was officially inaugurated on 16th May
2019 when it hosted the Amir
Cup final. Here’s a closer look
at the venue that is set to host
seven matches during the FIFA
World Cup Qatar 2022.
Design
Located 23km from central
Doha, the stadium’s design is
inspired by traditional dhow
boats that pay tribute to Al
Wakrah’s maritime history, with
the futuristic design seamlessly connecting tradition with
modernity.
“When Zaha Hadid studied the
city of Al Wakrah and the area
surrounding the stadium, she
was inspired to integrate seafaring elements into the design,
shaping the exterior to look like
a pearl, and the interior to look
like a dhow boat,” said Abdulaziz Al Ishaq, the stadium’s
Facilities Management Director.
Capacity: The stadium will host

provides shade to parts of the
pitch which contributes to the
efficiency of the stadium’s innovative cooling system.
Contractors
The Al Janoub Stadium project
was managed by KEO International Consultants. MIDMAC,
Sixco and PORR Qatar were the
main project contractors.

40,000 fans during Qatar 2022.
Transport
Al Janoub Stadium is easily
accessible by road or metro. Al
Wakrah station, on the Doha
Metro Red Line, is just 4.5km
away. Shuttle bus services will
transport fans to and from the
metro on match days.
Location and legacy
After the World Cup, around
20,000 seats from the upper tiers will be donated to

support football development
projects overseas. The remaining 20,000-capacity venue will
be used for football and other
sporting events.
During legacy mode, the stadium will become a sporting hub
for the Al Wakrah community.
Additional facilities are being developed in the stadium precinct,
including a cycling and running
track. The precinct will also feature a host of other community
facilities, including a mosque,

multipurpose indoor arena, a
school and wedding hall.
The stadium precinct also includes Al Janoub Park – a green
space featuring both recreational and children’s play areas.
“Al Janoub Stadium’s location
was strategically chosen in
order to serve the people of Al
Wakrah and those in surrounding areas, as they represent a
large demographic of Qatar’s
population,” said Al Ishaq.

Sustainability
Al Janoub Stadium has achieved
three sustainability certifications: Global Sustainability
Assessment System (GSAS)
Design & Build Certificate (four
stars), GSAS Construction Management Certificate (Class A*
rating), and a Seasonal Energy
Efficiency ratio certificate for the
energy centre.
The stadium’s roof also contributes to its sustainability.
The magnificent steel structure

Tournament mode
During the FIFA World Cup, Al
Janoub Stadium will host seven
matches through to the round of
16 stage, including:
22 November: France v Australia (Group D)
24 November: Switzerland v
Cameroon (Group G)
26 November: Tunisia v Australia (Group D)
28 November: Cameroon v
Serbia (Group G)
30 November: Australia v Denmark (Group D)
2 December: Ghana v Uruguay
(Group H)
5 December: Round of 16
(Group E winner v Group F
runner-up). (SC)

Ooredoo Cup: Al Sadd beat Al Sailiya 4-0 in opener
Qatar SC bt
Al Wakrah 3-1;
Umm Salal edge
Al Ahli 2-1
TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

AL Sadd defeated defending
champions Al Sailiya 4-0 in the
opening match of Group A of
the 2022-2023 season Ooredoo Cup at the Al Ahli Stadium
on Monday.
All of Al Sadd’s goals came
in the second half with Hassan
Ahmed (57th minute), Santi
Cazorla (75th minute), Faisal
Mohammed (89th minute),
and Rodrigo Tabata (90+3
minute) getting the goals.
It was a resounding start for
Al Sadd, who had first emerged
as the champions when the tournament’s title name was changed
from QSL Cup to Ooredoo Cup in
the 2019-2020 season.
Al Sadd, however, had to
work hard with many of their
efforts in the first half failing
to yield any result. Their stars
Rodrigo Tabata and Santi Cazorla came close to scoring on
at least four occasions with one
Tabata free-kick (38th minute)
being staved off by goalkeeper
Abdraman Mahamat Aziz, who
dived to his left.
In another chance, Cazorla’s left-footed curling kick
from well outside the box hit
the bottom of the left goal post
in the 43rd minute.
Al Sailiya also came close
to scoring in the added time of
the first half but Ahmad Yasser
Sebaie’s kick was well stopped
by Al Sadd goalkeeper Jehad
Mohammad Hudib.
The scenario soon changed

Moment Of Truth docuseries
recalling top World Cup
moments exclusively on TOD

T

Al Sadd players celebrate one of their four goals against Al Sailiya in their first round Group A match of the
Ooredoo Cup at the Al Ahli stadium on Monday.
as Al Sadd came out blazing in
the second session with Hassan
Ahmed breaking the deadlock.
He struck after being provided
with a fine pass by Ahmad Mohammed Alsaeed once inside
the penalty area.
Cazorla then scored from
a free-kick from near and left
outside of the box which went
past a three-man wall and
through the goalkeeper’s legs.
Faisal Mohammed then added to the lead making good of a
chance inside the danger zone.
Tabata’s efforts were also
rewarded in the end as he ran
in to collect a good pass to slam
in from the left.
Qatar SC score exciting
3-1 win over Al Wakrah

Qatar SC scored an exciting 3-1
win over Al Wakrah in their
Group A match of Ooredoo
Cup 2022-2023 season played
at the Hamad Bin Khalifa Stadium on Monday.

Underlining their prowess,
Qatar SC gained three points
from the positive result with
the goals for them being scored
by Javier Martinez (25th minute), Sebastian Soria (38th
minute), and by Matheus Dos
Santos (90th minute)
For Al Wakrah, the consolation goal came via a penalty
kick taken by Ismail Mahmoud
in the 73rd minute.
While luck eluded Al Wakrah, their rivals attacked from
both the flanks and succeeded
twice from superb corner kicks.
The first was headed in by Martinez, who judged and jumped
perfectly to lob the ball in to
the top left corner of the net.
The second was seemed like a
repeat act, but this time Soria
was well positioned to seize the
chance and his header went in
despite goalkeeper Mohamed
Saeed Ibrahim punching the
ball with his right hand.
The twin-blow was hot

to handle but Al Wakrah did
make big efforts to bounce
back. They won a penalty and
pulled one back but could not
manage to get an equalizer.
Towards the end, Matheus
Dos Santos scored the third goal
for the winners after initiating
the move himself. He passed the
ball, ran into the ‘D” and was given a cross by substitute Youssef
Mohamed Ali to do the rest.
Umm Salal prevail
over Al Ahli

In the third match of the day
played at the Saoud bin Abdulrahman Stadium, Umm Salal
scored through Nasser Al Naser (12’) and Ilyes Brimil (44’) to
start their campaign on a winning note.
Al Ahli got one when Yousef
Omar scored an own goal in
38th minute.
Umm Salal will now meet
Qatar SC in their second group
match on September 25.

Frenchman Kounde on joining Barcelona
over Chelsea: ‘I preferred Xavi’s speech’
STATS PERFORM/DPA
MADRID

JULES Kounde opted to join
Barcelona over Chelsea as he
“preferred Xavi’s speech” to
Thomas Tuchel’s.
The France international
had looked set to sign for Chelsea during the most recent
transfer window, only to put
pen to paper on a five-year deal
at Camp Nou.
Sevilla director of football
Monchi suggested at the time
that Barca pounced for Kounde
after Chelsea had withdrawn
their offer due to “having
doubts.”
However, in an interview
with French outlet L’Equipe,
Kounde insisted the decision
was his own after being wooed
by Barca head coach Xavi.
“First, I have come to a
huge club, which has known

Barcelona’s French defender Jules Kounde during Spanish League match
against Elche CF at Camp Nou stadium in Barcelona on Saturday. (AFP)
good times and which, lately,
has had less,” he said.
“I come to a project that I
would not call reconstruction,
because we already have a competitive team, but rather, being
upturned.
“I was interested in being

part of this new wave, in search
of titles, and to put Barca back
where it has always been,
among the best clubs.
“Then there was the conversation with the coach. We
talked about football. I felt a
real confidence from him, that

he had a real knowledge of myself, my game and my qualities.
“I spoke with Tuchel and I
also felt that he wanted me to
come, but I simply preferred
Xavi’s speech.”
Chelsea have made a slow
start to the 2022-23 season
and recently brought an end to
Tuchel’s 20-month tenure.
Despite their high-profile
financial issues, meanwhile,
Barca have made a strong start
to their campaign and are two
points off LaLiga leaders Real
Madrid after six matches.
Kounde was registered by
Barcelona at the end of August,
a month after joining, and has
helped the Catalan giants to
four clean sheets in his five appearances. Indeed, the five clean
sheets Barca have kept in their
opening six league matches is a
tally they did not reach until 21
games played last season.

OD, a leading sports and
entertainment OTT platform for the MENA region,
announced the release of an
exclusive series – “Moment of
Truth” highlighting defining
stories from previous World
Cups. Given billions of people’s obsession with football,
FIFA World Cup tournaments
are one of the most anticipated
sporting events on the planet.
The series ‘Moment of
Truth’ dissects this obsession
by exploring famous tales
from the FIFA World Cup’s
past offering insightful analysis through the lens of human
endeavour.
TOD will be premiere the
first episode on Tuesday,
20th September, and subsequent episodes will be made
available every Friday following the FIFA countdown,
with the series finale being
streamed on 18th November
2022.
Distributed by Sony Pictures Entertainment, ‘Moment of truth’ is produced
by Whisper Productions in
collaboration with FIFA.
Composed of 10 episodes, the
series is narrated by British
actor and presenter - David
Harewood. Viewers from the
region can enjoy the series
with Arabic subtitles.
Its first episode titled
“Absolution” narrates tales of
villains turned World Cup heroes. Featuring David Beckham’s moment of madness
for England, France’s unlikely semi-final savior, and Ronaldo’s mysterious omission
from Brazil’s final line-up,
those closest to the players
reveal insider details about
how the World Cup greats
bounced back from their disappointments.
Moment of Truth features
interviews with legendary
players Cafu (Brazil), Andrés
Iniesta (Spain), Hope Solo
(USA), Michael Owen (England), Ricky Villa (Argentina), Claudio Gentile (Italy),
Marcel Desailly (France),
Bebeto (Brazil), and Philipp
Lahm (Germany).
Fans, commentators, and
world-leading psychologists
also give their take on the
career-defining redemption
stories that only the FIFA
World Cup can provide.

Whisper Productions in
collaboration with FIFA,
Final Replay and Sony
Pictures Television
announce new 10-part
series, streaming exclusively on TOD for MENA
viewers; The series reveals
iconic, surprising, and a
few unheard tales from
past FIFA World Cups
Mark Cole, Managing Director, Whisper, said, “sport
generates and ignites emotion like no other – especially
football.
“In Moment of Truth,
we speak to those who lived
through massive moments in
World Cup history. Using incredible archive from FIFA,
sporting stars such as Andres
Iniesta, Lothar Matthäus, Aya
Miyama and Michael Owen,
explain the fervour, joy and
genius that drove them, as we
seek to uncover why football
makes us all care so much and
so passionately.”
Commenting on the exclusive series on TOD, John
Paul Mckerlie, VP Marketing and Sales at TOD, said,
“Nothing excites a FIFA fan
more than untold inside stories, anecdotes and behind
the scenes efforts that teams
put together for the 90 minute on-field thrill. ‘Moment of
Truth’ beautifully brings out
the passion, persistence, and
faith that players, teams and
fans have in the spirit of football, and TOD is thrilled to
stream this spectacular series
for the MENA region.
For a football aficionado,
this series is an absolute unmissable one.”
Following the series’ finale on 18th November, TOD
will go on to stream the FIFA
World Cup Qatar 2022 for the
MENA region. The platform
integrates latest technologies
and is available for download
on all prominent Android and
iOS devices in the region.
It houses premium live
and recorded sports along
with 35,000+ hours of entertainment content, spanning
English, Arabic and Turkish
blockbusters and series.
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T20Is: India aim for good
start against Australia
Bangladesh
pacer Rubel
Hossain says
goodbye to
Test cricket
ANI
DHAKA

BANGLADESH pacer Rubel
Hossain on Monday announced his retirement from
Test cricket.
Taking to Facebook, he announced his retirement and said
that he wanted to give youngsters a chance to represent
Bangladesh. Hossain took to his
Facebook account and wrote,
“Assalam Alaikum. I wanted to
inform you about something. I
have officially submitted a letter
to the Bangladesh Cricket Board
(BCB) and decided to retire
from Test cricket.”
“The longer version of cricket
plays a big role in strengthening
the national team’s pipeline. I
think our pipeline will strengthen more if the young pacers get
more opportunities. In order
to provide the youngsters more
opportunities in the red-ball format, I have decided to retire from
Test cricket,” he added.
Hossain made his Test format debut in 2009 and represented Bangladesh in 27 Tests
over the span of 13 years. The
pacer scalped 36 wickets in his
Test career with the best figure
of 5/166 - his one and only fivewicket haul.
“I was able to able to play 27
Tests for Bangladesh, which is a
big achievement for me. Those
who have helped me during my
journey with the red ball cricket, I am grateful to all of them
and I hope I will get your support in the coming days as well.
I may have retired from Test
cricket but I believe I still have
a lot to give in the ODI and T20I
formats for Bangladesh.
Bangladesh pacer said that
he will continue to play in the
Dhaka Premier League, Bangladesh Premier League (BPL)
along with other white-ball tournaments. “I will continue playing
in the Dhaka Premier League
(DPL), the Bangladesh Premier
League (BPL) along with the other white-ball tournaments.”

Quick read
Pakistan unveil new
jersey for T20 World Cup
PAKISTAN team’s jersey for the
upcoming ICC T20 World Cup
2022 was unveiled on Monday.
The Pakistan Cricket Board took
to Instagram to reveal the jersey
in a video and captioned it: “The
Big Reveal! Presenting the official Pakistan T20I Thunder Jersey’22.” The front of the jersey
has two shades of green – light
and dark – while the sleeves
feature dark forest green colour.
The Babar Azam-led Pakistan will
take on India in their tournament
opener on October 23. (ANI)

ANI
MOHALI

THE first T20I of the threematch series between India
and Australia will start in Mohali on Tuesday and it will be
on the mind of Men in Blue to
head into the ICC T20 World
Cup 2022 after downing the
defending champions in home
conditions.
India will start off their
home series against Australia
on September 20. The next
T20I will be played in Nagpur
on September 23, followed by
the third and final T20I in Hyderabad on September 25.
Though India could not
progress past the Super Four
phase of Asia Cup 2022, they
have some positives coming
into this series.
The biggest of them all is
Virat Kohli regaining his form.
Kohli scored 276 runs in five
innings during the Asia Cup,
which included one century, a
highly-anticipated one and two
half-centuries.
The way ball found the
middle of his bat was a sight
not seen since a long while and
fans would be hoping that they
get to see more of it.
Openers KL Rahul and
skipper Rohit Sharma will have
to lay a solid foundation for a
big score by giving a positive
start, filled with the attacking
brand of cricket they are known
for. KL though will have to
score well in all three matches
with a superb strike rate as he
has been blowing hot and cold
since his return from injury,
which has put his opening slot
at risk.
This series is a chance for
in-form middle-order batters like Suryakumar Yadav,
Deepak Hooda, Hardik Pandya and Rishabh Pant to score
big against a world-class team
which currently has the biggest
prize in T20I cricket. Pant has

India players attend a practice session at the Punjab Cricket Association Stadium in Mohali, near Chandigarh, on Monday, the eve of their first
Twenty20 International against Australia. (AFP)
scored heavily against Australia historically and it would be
his chance to prove his worth
as a T20I player, a format in
which he has struggled.
Indian bowling attack has
been boosted by the returns
of pacers Jasprit Bumrah and
Harshal Patel.
They both will be looking
forward to get among wickets
on their return as the World
Cup approaches. Other pacers
Bhuvneshwar Kumar, Deepak
Chahar and spinners Axar Patel, Yuzvendra Chahal will have
to do well as well.
Australia on the other hand
is coming to the series after

some T20I series win throughout the year and a 3-0 win over
New Zealand in ODIs. A lot of
eyes will be on globetrotting
power-hitter Tim David, who
has been included in the Australian squad.
He could be really dangerous with his no-look shots, big
sixes and Indian bowlers will
have to beware of him.
Skipper Aaron Finch will
have to rectify his poor run of
form by scoring against India
to boost his side’s chances in
the series and World Cup as
well. This series will also be an
opportunity for star batter Steve Smith to establish himself as

a T20I player.
Though Australia will miss
stars like Mitchell Marsh,
David Warner and Marcus
Stoinis, this series will be a
good opportunity for the likes
of all-rounders Cameron Green
and Daniel Sams, batter Josh
Inglis, pacer Nathan Ellis to
present their case as the future
of Men in Yellow.
Australia have travelled to
the sub-continent with a topclass bowling attack consisting of Josh Hazlewood, Sean
Abbott, Adam Zampa and Pat
Cummins. With their quality,
they can wreak havoc in any
conditions.

India squad for Australia T20I
series: Rohit Sharma (Captain), KL Rahul (vice-captain),
Virat Kohli, Suryakumar Yadav,
Deepak Hooda, Rishabh Pant
(wicket-keeper), Dinesh Karthik
(wicket-keeper), Hardik Pandya,
R. Ashwin, Yuzvendra Chahal,
Axar Patel, Bhuvneshwar Kumar,
Harshal Patel, Deepak Chahar,
Jasprit Bumrah, Umesh Yadav.
Australia squad: Sean Abbott,
Ashton Agar, Pat Cummins, Tim
David, Nathan Ellis, Aaron Finch
(c), Cameron Green, Josh Hazlewood, Josh Inglis, Glenn Maxwell,
Kane Richardson, Daniel Sams,
Steve Smith, Matthew Wade,
Adam Zampa.

Smith wins LIV Golf Chicago for maiden victory on breakaway tour
STATS PERFORM/DPA
NEW YORK

CAMERON Smith proved too
good for the field at LIV Golf
Chicago as the Australian scored
a three-shot win for his maiden
triumph on the new tour.
Smith, the reigning Open
and Players champion, posted
a three-under 69 in his third
trip around Rich Harvest
Farms, with six birdies and
three bogeys seeing him finish
at 13 under overall.
He started his round in
a wobbly fashion, with two bogeys in his first six holes, but
steadied down the stretch to
fend off any late drama. Smith
birdied his final two holes and
capped the win with a longrange putt, living up to his reputation as arguably the world’s
best putter.
Smith pockets $4 million,
but during his interview after
stepping off the 18th green he
said this week was about proving how good he is, no matter
where he is playing.
“I think I had to prove
to probably myself and some

other people that I’m a great
player, and I’m still out here
to win golf tournaments,”
Smith said.
“I’m proud of how I hung
in there today, I didn’t have my
best stuff for the first eight or
nine holes, but I stuck it tough
and made a few good putts
coming in - it was nice.”
Smith fended off a late push
from Dustin Johnson, who finished tied for second at 10 under, and said he hopes the two
of them can build a friendly rivalry as LIV’s top two players.
“I think so, he’s probably
the one in the group of players
here who you look at and think
he’s going to be close to the top
of the leaderboard every week,”
Smith said. “I hope he thinks
the same about me, and hopefully we can keep it going.”
While Johnson fell just
short in the individual play,
he converted a crucial birdie
on the final hole to secure the
fourth consecutive team title for 4 Aces GC, edging out
Smash GC, who were able to
count on the other player tied
for second place, Peter Uihlein.

Team captain Cameron Smith of Punch GC reacts after winning the individual title on the 18th green during
Day Three of the LIV Golf Invitational – Chicago at Rich Harvest Farms in Illinois, on Sunday. (Getty/AFP)
“It feels good, obviously
this one was really close and
came down to the wire,” Johnson said. “I knew we were one

up on Peter [Uihlein]’s team, so
I needed to tie or beat him on
the last hole, and we both made
nice up-and-downs.

“It feels great to get another
team win – but a little disappointed with the way I played
today, and yesterday.”

We showed character in ODIs against England: Harmanpreet
ANI
HOVE (UK)

FOLLOWING her side’s sevenwicket win over England in the
first ODI, Indian skipper Harmanpreet Kaur said that her
side showed a lot of character.
Half-centuries from opener Smriti Mandhana, captain
Harmanpreet Kaur and wicketkeeper-batter Yastika Bhatia
powered India to a seven-wicket win over England in the first
ODI held in Hove on Sunday.
“We are very happy with the
support we have got, very motivating. Very important win, we
showed the character we were
talking about in the T20Is. It
was a crucial toss to win, and
then there was a great bowling

India’s Harmanpreet Kaur during her unbeaten 74-run knock against England in Hove on Sunday.

partnership between Meghna
and Jhulan,” said Kaur in a
post-match presentation.
“I think everyone who came
on gave us breakthroughs. (On
Deepti Sharma) She is a very
smart cricketer, she was doing what we were telling her to
bowl.
“I think there was a great
partnership between Yashtika
and Smriti, happy with the way
I batted as well. Very important
to get amongst the runs,” she
added.
With this victory, Team India has a 1-0 lead in the threematch series.
Put into bat, the England
eves posted 227/7 in their 50
overs. Alice Davidson-Richards
(50*) and Danni Wyatt (43) were
the top scorers for the hosts.

Sophie Ecclestone (31) and
Charlotte Dean (24*) helped
enough during the final overs
to push England to a respectable score.
Deepti Sharma was the pick
of the bowlers with the spell of
2/33.
Jhulan Goswami, Meghna
Singh, Rajeshwari Gayakwad,
Sneh Rana and Harleen Deol
got one wicket each.
Chasing 228, fifties from
Mandhana (91), Harmanpreet
(74*) and Yastika Bhatia (50)
helped India brush off the
English challenge in 44.2 overs
with seven wickets intact.
Kate Cross was England’s
pick among bowlers with figures of 2/43.
Charlotte Dean also took
one wicket.
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The Last Word

Amir’s participation in UNGA reflects Qatar’s
keenness to achieve UN goals, says UN official
QNA
NEW YORK

SPOKESPERSON for the UN
Secretary-General
Stephane
Dujarric has stressed that the
participation of the Amir of the
State of Qatar His Highness
Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al
Thani in the 77th session of the
United Nations General Assembly (UNGA 77) reflects the commitment of Qatar to the United
Nations and its keenness on
achieving the goals of the international organisation.
Speaking to Qatar News
Agency, Dujarric said Qatar has
long participated in the meetings of the UN with the highest
levels of representation, which
helped demonstrate over the
years the role Qatar plays and
the support it provides to the
United Nations, whether in
terms of financing, development support or assistance to
least developed countries.
“The critical political role
that Qatar has played on the
issue of Afghanistan, or on issues less visible sometimes like
Chad, or the bridge builder between Iran and the West as a
geographical and diplomatic
bridge builder. Qatar has really
played a central role for us at
the United Nations,” he said.
Dujarric also affirmed the
appreciation and gratitude of
the United Nations to Qatar for
its mediation in many regional
and global conflicts, and, in
this context, reiterated thanks
to Qatar for its assistance in
evacuating United Nations
staff from Kabul more than a
year ago.
“I think the Secretary General was very moved by HH the
Amir and the government’s assistance in that regard. There’s
of course the continued role
that Qatar plays in terms of being the bridge between the de

facto authorities in Kabul and
the rest of the world. Qatar is
sort of a diplomatic hub for Afghanistan. We know a number
of embassies who moved from
Kabul to Doha, and that’s been
extremely important and that
is something we have taken advantage of,” he added.
The spokesperson for the
UN Secretary-General also
commended the Qatari mediation in Chad, saying that it
shows the importance of Qatar
to the peaceful resolution of
disputes and conflicts.
“I think the efforts of Qatar
in Chad, in Afghanistan and
on Iran, on trying to diffuse
the tension between Iran, the
international community is invaluable.”
The UN official also expressed his belief that the FIFA
World Cup Qatar 2022 will be
a great edition of the competition, noting that UN agencies
are cooperating with Qatar to
use the World Cup as a platform to promote sustainable
development goals and understanding.

“Sports is a great unifier. It
will have countries that barely
speak to each other within the
halls of the United Nations,” he
added.
“I have no doubt that the
World Cup will go off amazingly well. I think Qatar has
shown to be a wonderful host
for diplomatic initiatives and I
have no doubt it will be a wonderful host for this global event.
Really, there is no event like the
World Cup,” Dujarric said.
He also expressed his hope
that his country France will win
the World Cup, but also wished
that the Qatari team makes a
strong showing during the competition.
On the 77th session of the
UN General Assembly, and the
most prominent issues on the
agenda, he said that the General Assembly is being held this
year in light of a crisis affecting
the world, and that the United
Nations is the place where crises are resolved, and that countries come to it to sit at the negotiating table.
“This is a special year, first

of all, because it is the first time
we are back in person since the
start of the pandemic. It’s a
chance for world leaders to see
each other and for the Secretary
General to interact with them.”
He pointed out that Ukraine
will be at the top of the Assembly’s agenda, particularly the effects of the ongoing war in the
country on the global economy,
energy prices, food prices, fertilizers, and climate change.
He said that the world is
facing many crises, whether it is
conflict, climate change, energy
crises, food crises, terrorism,
health, and a global pandemic.
“These are moments where
it is important to reaffirm
the centrality of multilateralism, the centrality of United
Nations. Where all countries
can come together and work
on these challenges, because
whether you talk about climate,
whether you talk about terrorism or viruses, there is no way
one country can deal with these
issues alone,” he added.
On whether there was any
hope of an end to the war in

Ukraine soon, he said that
the UN “wishes it was in our
power to end it right. As in any
war, the power to end the war
lies with those who are holding
the guns.”
He added that the United
Nations is currently working
with Russia and Ukraine on the
“Global Black Sea Grain Initiative” which opens the markets
for Ukrainian grain as well as
Russian grains and fertilizers
given the two countries’ status
as one of the biggest producers and exporters of grains and
food products.
“The fact that they’ve not
really been able to export since
the beginning of the war had
a huge impact on the spike of
the price of food and fertilizer,
which has had very damaging impact on the developing
world. So because of the Secretary General’s efforts, we were
able to push down the price of
food at the global level,” he said.
He also noted that the
United Nations deals with the
situation in Ukraine from different levels. On the humani-

tarian front, it currently has
a staff of a thousand people
working to help the Ukrainian
people, providing them with
food and providing them with
shelter.
Dujarric also discussed,
in his remarks to QNA, the
other topics pertaining to the
current UN General Assembly session, and its prospects
for success in light of the current conditions and the role
the UN Secretary-General will
play in that regard. He noted
that the Secretary-General
has limited actual powers, but
great moral powers and the
ability to speak out.
“In the past year or in the
past six months since the beginning of the war in Ukraine, he’s
been very strong, very direct
in calling on Member States to
work together to deal with these
challenges, notably on climate
change,” he said.
He added that the UN Secretary-General plays a convening role, but cannot compel any
given member to change their
policy or behaviour.

‘Qatar believes in dialogue, civilised coexistence’
QNA
DOHA

QATAR realised the importance of dialogue and decided
to establish centres and launch
initiatives to support dialogue
in addition to playing a key role
in promoting and supporting
the United Nations Alliance of
Civilizations (UNAOC) since
its early days in all possible
means.
Qatar also established
the Qatar Committee for Alliance of Civilizations (QCAC)
to highlight the contribution
of Arab and Islamic civilisation to other civilisations and
human progress in general,
to bring followers of religions
closer and to encourage peaceful coexistence and acceptance
of others regardless of their religion, culture or civilisational
background.
Secretary-General of the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs
and Deputy Chairman of Qatar
Committee for the Alliance of
Civilizations HE Dr Ahmed bin
Hassan Al Hammadi said that
Qatar’s accession to UNAOC
- one of the United Nations’
most important platforms related to intercultural dialogue,
civilisational
understanding
and cooperation comes in line
and implementation of targeted goals of the Qatar National
Vision 2030 in international
cooperation.
According to him, the targeted goals stipulate intensifying and strengthening cultural
exchange with Arab peoples in
particular and other peoples in
general, sponsoring and supporting dialogue among civilisations and coexistence between different religions and
cultures, and contributing to
achieving global security and
peace through political initiatives, development and humanitarian aid.
He highlighted article 7
of the Permanent Constitution of Qatar which affirmed
the principles of international
peace and security, the right of
peoples to self-determination,
not to interfere in the domestic
affairs of states, and cooperation with peace-loving nations,

pointing out that Qatar was a
pioneer in implementing many
initiatives, programmes, and
activities related to dialogue
among civilizations before
launching UNAOC in 2007.
Hammadi elaborated that
according to Cabinet Decree
No 8 of 2010, the QCAC seeks
to promote the goals of the
Alliance of Civilizations as a
soft-power tool for preventive
diplomacy through the cooperation between all actors at
the regional and international
levels.
The QCACs message emphasises strengthening the
role of Qatar in highlighting
the contribution of the Islamic
civilisation as well as other civilisations to human progress, in
addition to its role in promoting dialogue and resolving conflicts, emphasising the values of
tolerance, solidarity and peace
among peoples and in combating extremism and fanaticism.
“To achieve this, since 2010,
Qatar has hosted the UNAOC
Fellowship Programme, as part
of efforts to deepen mutual understanding between youths in
the western and Islamic worlds
by allowing them to increase
their awareness of cultural, political, religious and social differences, in addition to the role
these youths can play to eliminate extremism and intolerance
among both sides,” he added.
He pointed out that the
QCAC publishes books and

studies that highlight the role
of Islamic civilisation in the development of humanity, for example, the study of the impact
of the Muslim migration on
the arts and culture of the Near
East, and the book of civilisational dialogue, as well as other
books and studies that cover all
aspects of the dialogue among
civilisations.
“Qatar has an influential
role in the dialogue among civilisations, as well as a key role in
promoting UNAOC by developing relevant plans and supporting it to achieve its goals. Based
on its vision and belief that the
Alliance of Civilizations represents a unique opportunity for
all nations to transcend the traditional national framework,
Qatar established the QCAC
and hosted several events, conferences, forums and activities,” Hammadi said.
He summarised the major
achievements of the plan in
the launch of the Qatar Global
Award for Dialogue Among
Civilizations for the years 2018,
2019 and 2021 which received
a wide response from researchers from all over the world,
the launch of Qatar’s ‘Alliance
of Civilization Award’ at the
level of students and educational institutions within Qatar for the years 2019, 2020
and 2021, and cooperating
with Qatar University and the
Islamic World Educational,
Scientific and Cultural Organi-

zation (ICESCO) in issuing the
Encyclopedia of Occidentalism,
the first-ever and largest intellectual project in the Arab and
Islamic world that provides a
comprehensive understanding
of the western culture from an
Islamic point of view.
He said QCAC is preparing a
new plan for the next five years
that goes in line with Qatar
Third National Development
Strategy (2023-2027), which is
being prepared by the Planning
and Statistics Authority.
On the relationship of the
QCAC with civil society in Qatar, He said its work is not limited to achieving its vision on
cooperation and partnership
with government institutions
and international organisations only, but it has also established partnerships with some
civil society institutions in Qatar such as the Doha International Center for Interfaith Dialogue (DICID), the Qatar Youth
Hostels Association and Qatar
Charity, where many events
and activities included in Qatar’s plan for the Alliance of
Civilizations (2018-2022) were
implemented in the four areas of the alliance - education,
youth, migration and media.
At the international level,
the QCAC organised the Doha
Pre-Forum 2011 with Civil Society Organizations (CSO) with
the participation of more than
170 civil society leaders from
around the world, stressing that

this forum has achieved its goals
of optimal utilization of the efforts of civil society institutions
in promoting the values of the
Alliance of Civilizations and
spreading the culture of dialogue among different cultures.
In his response to the question of the main challenges
facing dialogue among civilisations and intercultural dialogue
in a world dominated today by
conflict and hate speech, Dr
Hammadi pointed out that the
dialogue among civilisations is
not only an official international invitation for a future initiative that can connect societies
but rather a civilised process
that has been going on since
ancient times.
He added that the Islamophobia ‘anti-Islam and Muslims’ constitutes one of the
main challenges facing dialogue among civilisations with
the West in particular, especially with the influx of Arab
and Muslim immigrants to
western countries where the
pace of hostilities against immigrants, refugees and even
European citizens of Arab and
Muslim origin is rising.
He stressed that in order
to confront the challenges
facing a true dialogue among
civilisations and intercultural
dialogue, especially among the
Islamic and Western worlds
that are facing several fights
and conflicts, a self-critical
dialogue is required within

each civilisation to overcome
contradictions and internal
conflicts, until objective circumstances take shape for all
parties and become effective in
forming a multi-civilisational
dialogue to build a global community where the values of
brotherhood, peace, human
solidarity and respect for all
beliefs prevail and to reach
global citizenship that eliminates hate speech as well as the
religious and ethnic inferior
view of the other.
On his part, Chairman of
the Doha International Center
for Interfaith Dialogue (DICID) Dr Ibrahim bin Saleh Al
Nuaimi said that the first conference for interfaith dialogue
in Qatar was launched in 2003
and was called upon by HH the
Father Amir Sheikh Hamad bin
Khalifa Al Thani, adding that
since then, Qatar has continued to hold interfaith dialogue
conferences, the last of which
was held in May under the title
of ‘Religions and Hate speech...
Scriptures and Practice’.
He said the DICID is one of
a few centres around the world
that has a permanent specialised activity in the field of dialogue among followers of monotheistic religions; and is also
known regionally and internationally for its call for coexistence, respect for the other’s
opinion and tolerance, as well
as its activities that spread all
over the globe earning it a good
reputation.
He stressed that the centre’s approach and objectives
represent the objectives of Qatar in spreading peace, love and
virtue that religious values call
for and that wars and hostilities
can never create development
or achieve stability for societies.
“There is no doubt that this
multi-dimensional and multilevel active dialogue movement
reflects a deep belief in the
value of dialogue as a civilised
principle, with a keenness to
achieve rapprochement between civilisations, religions
followers and cultures, as well
as reduce tensions, conflicts
and clashes between them,
through well-thought-out plans
and programmes,” he said.

