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QATAR has launched “Scoring For 
The Goals” campaign at the United 
Nations (UN) Headquarters, as part 
of its preparations to host a sustain-
able version of the FIFA World Cup 
Qatar 2022, which is considered the 
most sustainable edition in the his-
tory of the international event.

Built on the General Assembly 
Resolution No 76/259, “Scoring For 
the Goals” highlights the value of foot-
ball in enhancing sustainable devel-
opment, peace, tolerance, inclusion 
and climate action. It also emphasizes 
the significance of unity for individu-
als and nations while enjoying the 
power of football when the World Cup 
kicks off on November 20, particular-
ly in light of the need to use this power 
for a better future for the current and 
future generations, as well as the need 
to achieve the UN’s 17 goals to build a 
more sustainable, peaceful and pros-
perous planet for all humanity.

Secretary General of the Supreme 
Committee for Delivery and Legacy 
Hassan Al Thawadi inaugurated the 
ceremony, which also witnessed the 
presence of high-level personalities 
from the teams of the other 31 coun-
tries that qualified for the tournament.

In his speech, Al Thawadi said, 
“Tonight’s gathering marks the com-
mencement of Scoring For The Goals 
initiative led by Qatar and the Educa-
tion Above All Foundation, an initia-
tive designed to integrate and enhance 
football’s role as a vehicle to attain the 
targets comprising the 17 SDGs”.

He emphasized that “sport is 
uniquely equipped to realize the am-
bitions of the 2030 agenda”.

Commenting on the role of football 
in uniting peoples, he said “Football in 
particular breaks down barriers, cre-

ates friendships and enhances cultural 
understanding, no matter beliefs, na-
tionality or economic status. Football 
touches our passion and brings out the 
best of us as individuals and human 
beings.....when harnessed properly, it 
profoundly improves the lives of all and 
transforms our world for the better.” 

“This transformational spirit that 
we have long recognized is serving 
as the inspiration and guiding light 
for a successful bid to bring the FIFA 
World Cup to the Middle East and the 
Arab World for the first time”.

He noted that Qatar strongly 
urged the voting members that “the 
time is now to bring the World Cup to 
the Middle East.” 

“In less than 60 days, our country 
and our region take central stage,” he 
said, highlighting the expected arrival 
of more than a million people, many 
of them for the first time, in addi-
tion to billions of people who will be 
watching the tournament on televi-
sion and phones.

“Visitors and viewers will experi-
ence a country and region proud of 
its heritage and culture, warm and 
welcoming our guests and intensely 
passionate in our love of football,” he 
added.

Al Thawadi noted that the World 
Cup brings people together “in a way 
and at a scale that no platform can 
match” in an era where political divi-
sion thrives, stressing the importance 
of treasuring “the platforms that re-
ally unite” amid disinformation and 
misinformation.

Qatar launches 
‘Scoring for the 
Goals’ event to 
host sustainable 
FIFA World Cup
Event highlights value of 
football in enhancing 
sustainable development, 
peace, tolerance, inclusion 
and climate action

SC Secretary General Hassan Al Thawadi.

Beautification, development works of A-Ring Road completed
QNA
DOHA

THE beautification and devel-
opment works of A-Ring Road, 
aiming to facilitate traffic flow 
and reduce traffic congestion 
in Central Doha, have been 
completed.

The Supervisory Committee 
of Beautification of Roads and 
Public Places in Qatar said the 
works of the project include the 
development of 9 intersections 
from the roads extension, in ad-
dition to plantation of trees, in-
creasing parking bays, develop-
ing some perpendicular streets 
to A-Ring Road and the service 
roads on both sides of the road.

Furthermore, the works 
also enhance traffic safety by 
implementing pedestrian and 
cycling paths, and installing 
new lighting systems.

Moreover, the project in-
cludes upgrading the rainwater 
drainage, potable water, and ir-
rigation networks. The develop-
ment facilitates transition be-
tween A-Ring Road and B-Ring 
Road, increase the number of 
lanes on the road from 2 lanes 
to 4 lanes in each direction.

Eng. Mohamed Arqoub Al 
Khaldi, Chairman of the Su-
pervisory Committee of Beau-
tification of Roads & Public 
Places in Qatar, said, “The de-
velopment of A-Ring Road is in 

line with the urbanization and 
developments occurring in all 
fields in Qatar, as the commit-

tee seeks to constantly imple-
ment and develop projects that 
aim to achieve the goals of Qa-

tar National Vision 2030, and 
contribute to providing a bet-
ter life for the population, to 
become a true legacy for future 
generations.” 

“The development and 
beautification works imple-
mented by the committee in 
A-Ring Road reflects positively 
on the cultural and aesthetic 
image of Doha. It is considered 
one of the committee’s visions 
to create a sustainable, healthy, 
and safe environment through-
out the country, and to enhance 
its overall appearance. After 
the completion of the develop-
ment and beautification works, 
A-Ring Road will provide many 
facilities that serve people and 

transform their journey into an 
enjoyable and safe one.” 

Main works for A-Ring Road 
project: The length of the road is 
6.7 km, and the aim of its devel-
opment is to facilitate traffic flow 
and reduce congestion in Central 
Doha through developing 9 in-
tersections in 5 phases. 

The first phase includes de-
veloping Al Riffa intersection 
and converting Dar Al-Kutub 
roundabout to a signal-con-
trolled intersection, where the 
second phase includes devel-
oping both Grand Hamad In-
tersection and the AKA Al-As-
makh Intersection. 

QNA
DOHA

His Highness the Amir of State 
of Qatar Sheikh Tamim bin 
Hamad Al Thani has sent a ca-
ble of condolences to HH Amir 
of the State of Kuwait Sheikh 
Nawaf Al Ahmed Al Jaber Al 
Sabah on the death of Sheikh 
Saud Fadel Sabah Al Moham-
med Al Sabah.

Amir condoles 
with Kuwait Amir Whale death caused by 

starvation, says ministry
QNA
DOHA

THE preliminary results of the analysis 
conducted on the whale that was beached 
at Sealine revealed that the probable cause 
of its death was starvation due to old age, 
the Ministry of Environment and Climate 
Change announced on Sunday.

The ministry said a specialised team 
took measurements and samples from the 
whale that was monitored by the ministry’s 
environmental monitoring teams in Sea-
line, in cooperation 
with environmental 
activists, to iden-
tify the cause of its 
death. 

The preliminary 
results of the meas-
urements conducted 
by the experts on the 
14-metre-long fe-
male whale showed 
that the likely cause 
of her death was 
starvation due to old age, due to a loss of 
baleen (a filtration feeding system inside 
the whale’s mouth, its loss is similar to los-
ing teeth in humans). This means that the 
cause of the whale’s death may be a lack of 
food due to old age.

The ministry pointed out that this type 
of whale was seen by some specialists in the 
southeastern region of the country. A simi-
lar whale was also observed in the same re-
gion in 2019.

The Ministry of Environment and Cli-
mate Change had previously monitored and 
studied the phenomenon of “fish death”. 
After examining samples of dead fish and 
seawater in the laboratory, the results of 
the analysis were found to be within the 
normal level and the limits and standards 
in the executive regulations of the Qatari 
Environmental Protection Law, meaning 
that there is no pollution or causes that lead 
to the death of fish in the samples that were 
examined.

The ministry confirmed that it will work 
to follow up and know 
the real causes of fish 
deaths, and to provide 
the public with the re-
sults of the analysis, 
indicating that the phe-
nomenon of fish deaths 
occurs worldwide and 
in the State of Qatar 
during the summer 
season, as a result of 
high temperatures and 
a lack of oxygen in the 

water. The whale spotted in Sealine is called 
Bryde, after the Norwegian Johann Bryde, 
who started whaling in South Africa.

Bryde whales are distinguished from 
other similar species by the unique three 
long ridges on top of their heads. At birth, 
the length of this type of whale is 4 metres 
and weighs between 800 and 900 kg. 

The whale may live up to 50 years, 
with a body length reaching 14 metres and 
weighing 20 tonnes.

THE Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs on Sunday launched 
Twitter and Instagram ac-
counts in French and Span-
ish to enhance digital com-
munication and introduce 
the activities and values of 
Qatar’s Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs in both languages. 
The French account can 
be visited and followed on 
Twitter @MofaQatar_FR, 
and on Instagram mofa.
qatar.fr, whereas the Span-
ish account is available 
on Twitter @MofaQatar_ES 
and Instagram mofa.qatar.
es. (QNA) 

MoFA launches 
Twitter, Instagram 
accounts in 
French, Spanish

Digital economy enhances investment  
opportunities: QC chairman (PG 8)
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AMIR, SHEIKHA  
JAWAHER ATTEND  

RECEPTION HOSTED  
BY KING CHARLES III

QNA
LONDON

His Highness the Amir of State of Qatar Sheikh 
Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani, and HH Consort 
of HH the Amir Sheikha Jawaher bint Hamad 
bin Suhaim Al Thani attended the reception 
hosted by HM King Charles III of the United 
Kingdom for Their Majesties, Highnesses and 
Excellencies heads of states and governments 
taking part in the state funeral ceremonies of 
Queen Elizabeth II, at Buckingham Palace on 
Sunday evening.

HH the Amir and HH Sheikha Jawaher of-
fered their condolences to HM King Charles III of 
the friendly United Kingdom, and to HM Queen 
Consort Camilla and the royal family. They also 
extended congratulations to HM King Charles III 
on ascending to the throne, wishing him success, 
and the relations between Qatar and the United 
Kingdom development and growth.

HM King Charles III expressed thanks and 
gratitude to HH the Amir and HH Consort of HH 
the Amir for their friendly and sincere feelings, 
looking forward to strengthening the historical 
relations between the two friendly countries.
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Deputy Amir condoles with 
Amir of Kuwait
THE Deputy Amir His Highness 
Sheikh Abdullah bin Hamad 
Al Thani sent a cable of con-
dolences to Amir of Kuwait 
HH Sheikh Nawaf Al Ahmed Al 
Jaber Al Sabah on the death 
of Sheikh Saud Fadel Sabah Al 
Mohammed Al Sabah. (QNA)

PM sends condolences to 
Kuwaiti counterpart
PRIME Minister and Minister of 
Interior HE Sheikh Khalid bin 
Khalifa bin Abdulaziz Al Thani 
sent a cable of condolences 
to Prime Minister of Kuwait HH 
Sheikh Ahmad Nawaf Al Ahmad 
Al Jaber Al Sabah on the death 
of Sheikh Saud Fadel Sabah Al 
Mohammed Al Sabah.(QNA)

‘Education a basic right of children 
both in times of stability and crisis’

QNA 
NEW YORK

MINISTER of Education and Higher Educa-
tion HE Buthaina bint Ali Al Jabr Al Nuaimi 
has underlined that education is a basic right 
for children both in times of stability and 
crisis. The minister made the remarks at the 
‘Education and Learning in Times of Emer-
gencies and Protracted Crises’ session within 
the activities of the ‘Transforming Education 
Summit’, which was called for by the UN Sec-
retary-General to be convened in New York 
on September 16, 17 and 19.

Addressing the session, Nuaimi noted 
that education in times of emergencies rep-
resents more than a right for education for 
children, rather it provides a psychological 
support and a stability factor to help them 
overcome the trauma they face every day, 
and a feeling that life has returned to normal, 
enhances resilience, supports long-term re-
covery processes and rebuilds a better future.

Highlighting Qatar’s contribution to the 
humanitarian and sustainable development 
projects at the, the minister said Qatar is a 
major contributor worldwide by investing 
in education, health and economic empow-
erment. She noted that Qatar Fund for De-
velopment (QFFD) has provided nearly $1 
billion in grants for educational projects in 
64 countries over the past decade, while the 
Education Above All Foundation has reached 
more than 10 million out-of-school children 
in 56 countries and is constantly expanding 
its reach and impact.

“In response to the educational loss re-

sulted by the COVID-19 pandemic, the Edu-
cation Above All Foundation established a 
free and multi-discipline creative bank for 
educational resources, ensuring the continu-
ity of learning for more than 600,000 chil-
dren in 170 countries despite the low resourc-
es,” she said. “Moreover, the Foundation and 
its partners recently launched the “TRACE” 
data portal to bridge the global gap for relia-
ble, high-quality, accessible data that collects, 
visualises and provides coordinated analysis 
of data on attacks on education.”

The minister highlighted the importance 
of all the gathered parties working to ensure 
that a higher proportion of development aid 
and government spending is allocated to the 
teaching and learning system, in line with the 
education commitment in times of crisis pro-
ject; indicating that this is not only a moral 
duty, but is essential for achieving sustain-
able development and a safer world for all. 

“Everyone must work together, side by 
side, to build education systems that are 
more resilient in the face of environmental 
and health crises, violent conflicts and other 
natural and climate crises that we must inevi-
tably prepare to address,” she added. 

In an opening speech at the ‘Localising 
Education for a Sustainable Future session, 
Nuaimi focused on the importance of localis-
ing education, paying special attention to the 
issue of bilingualism, values and identity, and 
localising the content of school curricula.

She expressed happiness to share the 
work in this context with Qatar Foundation 
for Education, Science and Community De-
velopment and Djibouti, as well as the Re-
gional Office of the United Nations Educa-
tional, Scientific and Cultural Organization 
(UNESCO) in Qatar.

She noted that the demographic struc-
ture of includes, in addition to the Qatari citi-
zens, an important number of various other 
nationalities working in the country and con-
tributing to its national development, making 
the State of Qatar a multicultural and multi-
lingual environment supportive of coexist-
ence, mutual understanding and peace.

As part of the ‘Solution Day’ in which 
multi-stakeholders presented initiatives that 
will contribute to transforming education, 
the minister presented an overview of Qatar’s 
‘Rasikh’ initiative, the new digital learning 
platform launched by Qatar Foundation in 
partnership with the Ministry of Education 
and Higher Education, in cooperation with 
Djibouti and the UNESCO Regional Office in 
Qatar.

People-to-people diplomacy 
will be most important legacy 
of World Cup 2022: Al Thawadi

AL Thawadi said, “Now, the 
greatest legacy of this World Cup 
will be realised through people-
to-people diplomacy, will be re-
alised through the bonds created 
between peoples of vastly differ-
ent backgrounds, and realising 
that what unites us is more im-
portant than what divides us, cel-
ebrating with our differences and 
sharing our common humanity.”

He emphasised that host-
ing the World Cup inspired 
Qatar to make “social progress 
evidenced in national labour 
reforms.” It also inspired crea-
tivity as a result of Qatar’s com-
mitment to hosting the most 
sustainable mega event in his-
tory and to leaving a human 
and economic legacy through 
programmes that provide 
hope and opportunities for 
young people in the region and 
beyond, he added.

He praised Qatar’s global 
sports development initiative, 
which is represented by the 
Generation Amazing Founda-

tion, which “is built around 
the goals of sustainable devel-
opment and operates in over 
40 countries, and has already 
met its target of reaching one 
million beneficiaries ahead of 
the World Cup.”

“Scoring For The Goals” 
reflects the vision of the State 
of Qatar and unites ambition, 
actual solidarity, and solutions 
to sustainable development 
goals, allowing football’s full 
potential to be realised, His 
Excellency concluded.

The inauguration ceremo-
ny included a short video pro-
jection on the United Nations’ 
17 sustainable development 
goals, and identified relevant 
topics through compelling im-
ages and narration, stressing 
that the world will meet on No-
vember 20 to witness the power 
of football as a tool to promote 
peace and development, respect 
for human rights, and achieve 
gender equality and empower-
ment, empower women, girls, 
youth and address climate 
change.

President of the Republic of 
Ecuador Guillermo Lasso met 
Deputy Prime Minister and 
Minister of Foreign Affairs 
HE Sheikh Mohammed bin 
Abdulrahman Al Thani on the 
sidelines of the 77th session 
of the United Nations General 
Assembly in New York on 
Sunday. During the meet-
ing, they reviewed relations 
between the two countries, 
especially in the field of 
investment, in addition to 
a number of regional and 
international issues of com-
mon interest. Moreover, the 
meeting touched on prepara-
tions for the FIFA World Cup 
Qatar 2022.

National Human Rights bodies
play crucial role in addressing
climate change: NHRC’s chief

QNA
GENEVA

CHAIRPERSON of the Nation-
al Human Rights Committee 
(NHRC) and President of the 
Global Alliance of National Hu-
man Rights (GANHRI) Maryam 
bint Abdullah Al Attiyah has 
described climate change as an 
urgent threat to both human life 
and the full enjoyment of funda-
mental human rights, empha-
sising that such a threat places 
climate change among the top 
priorities of GANHRI and its 
members in various territories.

During the opening of a side 
event organised by GANHRI 
at the United Nations Palace 
on the sidelines of the 51st ses-
sion of the United Nations Hu-
man Rights Council (HRC) ti-
tled “Climate Change, Human 
Rights, and the Role of National 
Human Rights Institutions,” Al 
Attiyah clarified that national 
human rights institutions have 
played a pivotal role for many 
years and continue to play a piv-
otal role in dealing with climate 
change on the routine agenda.

She stated that GANHRI is 
a global network for national 
institutions for human rights 

that works closely with regional 
networks of national institu-
tions for human rights, United 
Nations partners, and civil soci-
ety to help members in various 
territories apply their mandate 
and ensure the existence of hu-
man rights as a central theme in 
the enforcement of all climate-
related measures at the local, 
regional, and international lev-
els. 

She noted that GANHRI is 
preparing for engagement as 
an observer in the UN climate 
change conference (COP27), 
which is set to convene in 
Egypt, by focusing on the role 
of national institutions for hu-

man rights in promoting the as-
siduous and comprehensive en-
gagement in the climate change 
process in partnership with UN 
partners and the special rappor-
teur on climate change.

The NHRC chairperson 
revealed that GANHRI had 
submitted a request to the UN 
Framework Convention on Cli-
mate Change (UNFCCC) to par-
ticipate in the conference as an 
observer, noting that the HRC is 
set to consider and discuss a de-
cision submitted by Australia on 
the role of national human rights 
institutions in dealing with hu-
man rights in the context of cli-
mate change. 

Ooredoo expands community 
services with donation to QC 
TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK

DOHA

QATAR’S leading telecommu-
nications operator announced 
at a ceremony with Qatar 
Charity to notify the charita-
ble organisation of a donation 
of funds raised to support its 
activities as part of their cor-
porate social responsibility 
strategy to support communi-
ties. 

The ceremony was held at 
Ooredoo Tower in West Bay 
on Sunday with Sheikh Mo-
hammed Bin Abdulla Al Tha-
ni, CEO of Ooredoo, and Qatar 
Charity CEO Yousif Ahmed Al 
Kuwari in attendance. 

Sheikh Mohammed an-
nounced that the donation 
will be raised by Ooredoo 
through an auction of its Spe-
cial Numbers on Tuesday, be-
ginning at 6 p.m. at the Oore-
doo headquarters in West 
Bay, Doha.Ooredoo and Qatar 
Charity have a long history 
of collaboration, with the tel-
ecommunications giant sup-
porting numerous Qatar Char-
ity initiatives over the years.

Sheikh Mohammed Bin 
Abdulla Al Thani said: “We 
were delighted to announce 
our donation to Qatar Char-
ity at the recent ceremony. 

Supporting the communities 
in which we operate is a key 
part of our corporate social 
responsibility strategy, and 
we are always looking for ways 
in which we can demonstrate 
this support in a practical 
way. We look forward to many 
more years of the robust part-
nership we currently enjoy 
with Qatar Charity, and thank 
them for their stellar work to 
improve the lives of our com-
munity members and the lives 
of those in need of assistance 
further afield.”  

Yousif Ahmed Al Kuwari, 
CEO at Qatar Charity, said: 
“We extend our thanks to 
Ooredoo for their latest do-
nation, and for being such 
staunch supporters of Qatar 
Charity for so many years. We 
are proud to contribute to Qa-
tari society and support com-
munities in need both in Qa-
tar and further afield, and are 
grateful to our many support-
ers – especially Ooredoo, a 
main sponsor – for their help 
in enabling us to continue our 
work.” 

A-Ring Road sees major facelift

THE third phase includes de-
veloping Nasser Bin Khaled 
Intersectin and Al Kahraba In-
tersection. The fourth phase 
includes developing the AKA 
Ain Al Qood Intersection. Fi-
nally, the fifth phase includes 
developing Al Diwan intersec-
tion and Musherib Intersection. 
The main works implemented 
included cultivating green ar-
eas on an area of 26,000 square 
metres, planting 855 trees, im-
plementing cycling paths with 
a length of 3.1 km. This also in-
cludes a pedestrian path with a 
length of 13.4 km, as these paths 
are characterised with high-
quality granite paving materials 
to match the design of Central 
Doha, in addition to provid-
ing 194 parking bays along the 
extension of the road. In addi-
tion, it includes installing storm 
water drainage network with a 

length of 23.5 km, a drainage 
network with a length of 2.8 km, 
potable water network with a 
length of 6.4 km, treated waste-
water network with a length of 
7.1 km.

A-Ring Road connects 
metro stations located along 
the extension of the road start-
ing from Qatar National Mu-
seum station, passing through 
Msheireb metro station, to Al 
Bidda Park station, aiming to 
promote the transition between 
vital destinations and the rest of 
the areas in the city.

A-Ring Road is character-
ized as being a vital route that 
links various commercial, resi-
dential and service facilities 
and various tourist destinations 
such as National Museum of 
Qatar, Museum of Islamic Art, 
Souq Waqif, Al Bidda Park  as 
well as development projects 
in Al Doha such as Msheireb 
Downtown Doha.

Sheikh Mohammed Bin Abdulla Al Thani, CEO of Ooredoo, and Qatar 
Charity CEO Yousif Ahmed Al Kuwari display the special number for 
auction.

Minister of Education and Higher Education 
HE Buthaina bint Ali Al Jabr Al Nuaim

Continued from page 1 
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UN hails QRCS as top  
shelter provider in Yemen

For more than 44 years now, the relief 
and development activities of Qatar 
Red Crescent Society (QRCS) around 

the world have attracted special attention 
in the international humanitarian arena. 
This has been recently emphasized by the 
mid-year report of the United Nations Of-
fice for the Coordination of Humanitar-
ian Affairs (OCHA) Shelter Cluster Yemen, 
which selected QRCS as one of the partners 
with the highest implementation in shelter 
projects.

Faisal Mohamed Al-Emadi, CEO of QRCS, 
said, “This selection is one more testimony to 
our successful humanitarian strategy locally 
and internationally, based on a set of param-
eters that help more beneficiaries in the longer 
term”.

“We are proud to be highly trusted by 
our partners and supporters, thanks to the 
outstanding performance of our field mis-
sions and personnel, as well as the manage-
ment of projects up to the highest standards 
of governance and transparency,” he added. “I 
would like to thank OCHA for their constant 
cooperation with QRCS in many humanitar-
ian interventions for the benefit of the people 
of Yemen, through their Yemen Humanitarian 
Fund (YHF)”

Dr. Mohamed Salah Ibrahim, Director of 
Relief and International Development Divi-
sion at QRCS, said the organization had al-
ways been there for the Yemeni people. It 
commenced working in the country in 2012 
and opened a representation office there in 
2016.

“Our office in Yemen works on a wide 
range of multi-sector development projects, 
including health care, water and sanitation, 
shelter, and emergency relief,” he pointed out. 
“Examples of key medical projects include 
cholera control, heart disease treatment, med-
ical training, dialysis services, primary health 
care, surgical interventions for war injuries, 
hydrocephalus treatment, rehabilitation of 
persons with disabilities, and medical sup-
plies for hospitals”.

“Apart from long-term programs, our of-
fice also undertakes numerous emergency 
relief projects, such as providing fuel for hos-
pitals, distributing food parcels, Ramadan If-
tar provisions, winterization aid, and several 
shelter projects for refugees and poor commu-
nities,” he concluded.

Faisal Mohamed Al-Emadi, CEO of QRCS Dr. Mohamed Salah Ibrahim, Director of Relief 
and International Development Division at QRCS
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Marri participates in 58th coordination meet
of Council of Labour Ministers in GCC States

QNA/TNN
CAIRO

MINISTER of Labour HE Dr 
Ali bin Samikh Al Marri on 
Sunday participated in the 
58th coordination meeting of 
the Council of Labour Minis-
ters in GCC States, with the 
aim of coordinating on mat-
ters on the agenda of the 48th 

session of the Arab Labour 
Conference, to be held in the 
Egyptian capital, Cairo, on 
September 18 and 19, 2022.

During the meeting, they 
discussed coordination for the 
countries of the Gulf Coopera-
tion Council, in addition to co-
ordination regarding the elec-
tion of the director-general of 
the Arab Labour Organisation 

during the 49th session of the 
Arab Labour Conference next 
year.

The ministers also dis-
cussed matters related to the 
agenda of the 48th session 
of the Arab Labour Confer-
ence and reviewed aspects of 
cooperation and the ways to 
develop them.

On the sidelines of the 

meeting, Dr Marri met 
separately with Minister of 
Manpower of Egypt Hassan 
Shehata and Minister of La-
bour of Lebanon Dr Mustafa 
Hussein Bayram. During the 
meetings, they discussed the 
ways to enhance cooperation 
between Qatar and each of 
the two countries in the la-
bour sector.

Microsoft becomes member of Qatar Internet Exchange Point
TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK

DOHA

MICROSOFT became a mem-
ber of Qatar Internet Exchange 
Point (QIXP), along with a 
group of service providers, aca-
demic institutions and other lo-
cal entities.

QIXP is a non-profit carri-
er-neutral Internet Exchange 
Point established for the de-
velopment of the internet and 
digital ecosystem in Qatar. It 
functions as a meeting point 
that enables internet service 
providers, digital content ser-
vice providers, educational in-
stitutes and government and 
private entities to exchange 
internet traffic within Qatar in-
stead of exchanging local data 

and information outside the 
country.

“We are pleased that Mi-
crosoft joined the QIXP, which 
will benefit all members, as a 
lot of traffic to Microsoft will 
be localised for easy access, 
thereby improving the overall 
quality of the internet and en-
suring faster and safer access to 
hosted digital content,” said Ali 
Al Suwaidi, Technical Affairs 
Department director, Commu-
nications Regulatory Author-
ity (CRA) and QIXP Steering 
Committee chairman.

“QIXP contributes to pro-
viding a world-class infrastruc-
tural and informatics backbone, 
developing the Information 
and Communications Technol-
ogy (ICT) sector, and building 

a knowledge-based economy 
that contributes to diversifying 

the national economy, which 
supports Qatar National Sec-

ond Development Strategy 
2018-2022 and Qatar National 
Vision 2030 goals,” he added. 

“QIXP is in the process of 
onboarding some of the leading 
entities from government and 
private sectors to connect and 
be members of QIXP. The QIXP 
Steering Committee is current-
ly working to revamp the IXP 
infrastructure to geographically 
located multiple datacentres 
and other expansion plans that 
will further attract local and in-
ternational digital content ser-
vice providers.”

“At Microsoft, we strive 
to provide the most trusted, 
most secure and most compli-
ant cloud services, with data 
privacy at the centre of all our 
innovations. Our membership 

to the Qatar Internet Exchange 
Point aligns strongly with these 
efforts and follows the recent 
launch of our cloud data centre 
region in Qatar which will en-
able organisations to innovate 
in their industries, with ad-
vanced data security, privacy 
and the ability to store data in 
the country,” said Lana Khalaf, 
general manager, Microsoft 
Qatar.

The QIXP Steering Com-
mittee was established by Cabi-
net Decision No 24 of 2018. It 
aims to benefit from the infra-
structure available in the coun-
try through which internet ser-
vice providers’ systems work, 
in addition to the content de-
livery network by exchanging 
the internet traffic.

Lana Khalaf Ali Al-Suwaidi
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TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

QATAR Charity (QC), in part-
nership with Qatar Fund for 
Development (QFFD), contin-
ues to implement a school re-
habilitation project in northern 
Syria for the third year in a row. 

The project aims to en-
hance the access of internally 
displaced students to quality 
education and create an attrac-
tive educational environment. 
This project is part of QUEST 
initiative to support education 
in northwestern Syria.

The schools of northwest-
ern Syria have overcrowded 
classrooms that caused an 
increase in the percentage of 
school dropouts due to lack of 
capacity, according to the 2022 
humanitarian needs assess-
ment by the United Nations 
agencies.

The project includes re-
building destroyed roofs and 
walls, repairing electricity net-
works and health facilities, 
restoring broken doors and 
windows, and repainting and 

decorating schools to create a 
nurturing environment for stu-
dents. 

The project targets 83 
schools, 17 in Al-Bab, 33 in 
Azaz and Afrin, 17 in Tell Abyad 
and 16 in Ras Al-Ayn, with a to-
tal of 700 classrooms. 

“Supporting education for 
Syrian refugees and internally 
displaced persons (IDPs) is 
important to us,” said Nouf 
Al Kaabi, director of QFFD’s 
Projects and Programmes De-
partment. “QFFD, through the 
QUEST initiative, aims to pro-

vide the best available opportu-
nities and potentials necessary 
for the effective transition to 
formal education to create suc-
cessful and effective persons 
and make their future better.”  

Abdullah Muslim, coor-
dinator of the Education Sec-
tion at Qatar Charity’s Turkey 
office, said more than 53,000 
male and female students 
have benefited from the pro-
ject in the last three year, while 
24,500 children are benefiting 
from it this year. 

He added that 1,400 class-

rooms have been repaired and 
renovated over the last three 
years. 

Muhammad Jihad Al 
Naasan, director of Al-Orouba 
School, said, before its renova-
tion, the school was in a very 
bad condition due to the bro-
ken windows and damaged 
walls, and there were nearly 35 
students per classroom. 

He added that after the re-
furbishing, many of children, 
who dropped out, returned to 
the school.

He thanked QFFD and Qa-
tar Charity for implementing 
this important educational pro-
ject, expressing hope that the 
project would include building 
new classrooms for the prepar-
atory and secondary grades.

Qatar Charity, in coopera-
tion with QFFD, also continues 
to implement the ‘schoolbook 
printing and distribution’ pro-
ject for the third year in a row. 
Some 183,200 books (out of a 
total of 1.5 million books) have 
so far been printed and will be 
distributed at the beginning of 
the 2022/2023 academic year.

QC and QFFD rehabilitate 
schools in northern Syria

‘Choices’ int’l dinner buffet
at Hyatt Regency Oryx Doha
LOCATED on the first floor, Hy-
att Regency Oryx Doha’s all-day 
dining restaurant, Choices, is 
offering guests to indulge in an 
unlimited and wide selection of 
International dinner buffets from 
Saturday through Wednesday, 
6.30pm to 10.30pm. 
THE carefully crafted buffet 
menu comprises a selection of re-
gional and international favorites 
from a line of cured, aged, and 
aromatic cheese displays, salads, 
fresh sushi or sashimi, classic 
dishes and delightful desserts. 

The selection of live chicken 
rotisserie, meat carving and sig-
nature dishes at the live cooking 
station adds sight, sounds, and 
aromas to the vibrant atmos-
phere of ‘Choices’.

‘Choices’ is well-known for 
its outstanding spread of Sea-
food Night dinner buffet every 
Thursday serving all the fresh 

catch seafood from the ocean and 
for its chilled, sophisticated, and 
fun Cosmopolitan American-in-
spired brunch every Friday.

World of Hyatt members can 
treat themselves when dining 
close to home by earning triple 
points on eligible spend when not 
staying the night, for dine-in at 
Choices all-day dining, The Cellar 
Spanish restaurant, Al Nafourah 
Garden Lebanese & Middle East-
ern restaurant, Jazz Club and Sky 
Lounge lobby café at Hyatt hotels 
and resorts, from September 15, 
2022 to December 20, 2022.

This allows members the 
ability to earn points three times 
faster when dining local, to use 
on future travel, dining and spa 
credits, room upgrades and more. 
No registration is required to par-
ticipate. This offer is not valid on 
food and beverages charged to a 
hotel room/folio. (TNN)
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TRANSPORT MINISTER MEETS SOUTH AFRICAN COUNTERPART

Minister of Transport HE Jassim Saif Ahmed Al-Sulaiti met with Minister for Transport of the Republic of South Africa Fikile Mbalula on Sunday. The 
two ministers met at the ministry’s offices to discuss aspects of Qatar-South Africa cooperation in transportation, civil aviation, and harbours, as well 
as ways to improve them. The meeting was attended by Poppy Khoza, Director of Civil Aviation, South African Civil Aviation Authority (SACAA), HE 
Ghulam Hoosein Asmal, South Africa’s Ambassador to the State of Qatar, and the delegation accompanying the South African minister. (QNA)

Hikvision partners with 
Ghamdan Qatar to launch 
commercial display solutions

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

HIKVISION has partnered with 
Ghamdan Qatar to launch their 
commercial display solutions 
during a grand event at Westin 
Doha hotel. 

The event was graced by 
Sheikh Khalid bin Hamad bin 
Khalid Al Thani, chairman of 
Ghamdan, and senior officials 
from the Hikvision and Gham-
dan. Clients and system integra-
tors in the country were invited 
for the event to experience the 
live demo of the latest in range 
display solutions available with 
Hikvision. Considering the up-
coming football season and the 
requirement of big commercial 
displays, Hikvision and Gham-
dan have launched the most in 
demand solutions. Hikvision of-
fers the best in range products 
like LED for indoor and outdoor 
applications, LFD, smart learning 
solutions, and controls. 

The local partner Ghamdan 
has a team of engineers and sales 
professionals who can offer the 
best and complete solutions to 
the Qatari clients. 

Hikvision has been operat-
ing in Qatar and GCC market for 
over six years and have a dedi-
cated team in Qatar to support 
the needs of Qatari market, from 
engineering solutions to full im-
plementation and handover in 
CCTV, control systems and dis-
play solutions.   

Ghamdan and Hikvision 
will be investing in the coming 
months to create an experience 

zone with complete live display of 
the full range of Hikvision prod-
ucts, which will help customers 
to choose the right products to 
spec-in for upcoming projects. 
Engineering support will be read-
ily available to ensure that the 
products suit the project design.

The dedicated sales teams 
will support the needs of the Qa-
tari market in the area of display 
solutions. 

Among the key features of 
Hikvision LED screens are seam-
less installation of video wall or 
advertising panel elements, ultra-
thin screens, high colour perfor-
mance to convey “live” and realis-
tic colours, support for additional 
functions to protect human eyes 
due to blue light filter, automatic 
image enhancement in based on 
lighting conditions, broadcast in 
Ultra HD, automatic resolution 
and detail enhancement, and 
intelligent LED drying function 
to ensure their performance for 
a long time and protect against 
premature failure. 

The auto-dry function re-
duces the average LED wear time 
by 30 percent. LED models for 
building outdoor video screens 
are protected from external in-
fluences and have a waterproof 
design - each module is protected 
from moisture by a special rubber 
gasket, and the screen interfaces 
are behind a waterproof protec-
tive cover. All this allows people 
to use Hikvision LED panels in 
wet coastal areas, in regions with 
high levels of humidity, as well as 
during rains and other weather 
conditions.

Daiso Japan opens 10th store in Qatar at City Center
TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK

DOHA

DAISO Japan, the renowned re-
tail store known for its unique 
and practical value products, has 
expanded its presence through 
City Center Doha with the open-
ing of its 10th store in Qatar.

The store was inaugurated by 
Murat Kayman, general manager 
of City Center Doha, Gaser Samir 
Shalaby, senior leasing manager 
of City Center Doha, and Ramesh 
Bulchandani, general manager of 
LTC Int’l Qatar (Daiso).

The latest addition of value-
for-spending brand is located on 
the first floor, a prime shopping 
destination for all Qatari citizens 
and expatriates.

Bulchandani thanked eve-
ryone involved for their con-
stant support and contribution 
to the successful expansion of 
the brand. He noted that Daiso 
has been a part of people’s daily 
shopping needs, whether they are 
children, men or women.

Daiso has implemented a 
new concept of ‘Absolutely Daiso’ 
which focuses on 4 concepts: Ab-
solute variety, Absolute quality, 
Absolute affordability and Abso-
lute uniqueness.

Daiso branches are at Hyatt 
Plaza, Al Khor Mall, Gulf Mall, 
Doha Festival City, Ezdan Mall 
Al Wakra, Mall of Qatar, Mirqab 
Mall, J Mall, Place Vendôme Mall 
and City Center Doha.

Daiso, a Japanese concept re-
tail store, has established itself as 
a household name over the three 
decades, with a belief that prod-
ucts should offer more value than 
their price. Daiso products are 
defined as unique designs with 
clever solutions at an incredible 

rate. The brand range consists 
of 80,000 lifestyle items and 
novelty gift products, while in-
troducing over 900 new products 
to customers every month. From 
practical kitchen utensils in funky 
designer colours such as folding 
colanders and silicon garlic peel-

ers to clever ways of dressing up 
your bedrooms with stylish stor-
age solutions, decorative house-
hold items, gifts, makeup, sta-
tionery, toys and much more, the 
store offers something for every-
one. With the price starting QR7 
onwards, Daiso boasts of a ‘value 
for money deal’.

The store over recent years 
has gained a superior reputation 
as a leading Japanese one-stop-
shopping destination in Qatar 
for both local as well as interna-
tional shoppers. In addition to 
an upright and extensive product 
range, excellent quality, and a 
warm shopping ambiance, Daiso 
is a thorough utility store for your 
perfect home.

The much-loved retail con-
cept store, Daiso Japan was 
launched in December 1977 
in Hiroshima City, Japan. The 
brand has always had a simple 
vision of creating stores that offer 
unique value. It believes in pro-
viding a unique ‘surprise & de-
light’ shopping experience, filled 
with innovation and excitement 
through a huge range of products 
at unbeatable prices. 

Daiso Japan is now a genu-
ine retail powerhouse, with over 
5,000 stores across the world. It 
has attained an unrivaled posi-
tion as a one-stop variety over the 
past three decades and every Dai-
so store adheres to the founding 
principles of the business: Value, 
Quality, Variety and Uniqueness.

Murat Kayman, Gaser Samir Shalaby and Ramesh Bulchandani cut a 
ribbon to mark the opening of Daiso Japan store at City Center Doha. 
(PHOTOGRAPH BY THAJUDHEEN)

Ramesh Bulchandani, general manager LTC Int’l Qatar (DAISO), with 
staff members at Daiso Japan store at City Center Doha.  
(PHOTOGRAPH BY SHALZAR)

Fifty One East hosts first trunk show for Khoon Hooi in Middle East
TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK

DOHA

FIFTY One East, Qatar’s favourite de-
partment store, recently hosted a two-
day exclusive trunk show for ‘Khoon 
Hooi’ in the presence of the designer 
Lee Khoon Hooi, who is visiting Qatar 
and the Middle East for the very first 
time. The trunk show was held at Fifty 
One East’s Ladies VIP Lounge at La-
goona Mall and featured the latest Fall/
Winter 2022 collection which received 
acclaim and appreciation from the Qa-
tari clientele. 

In his new collection, Khoon Hooi 
taps into the art of surrealism a 20th-

century cultural movement that por-
trays the mind’s deepest thoughts with-
out forgoing the rational vision of life. At 
the centre of it are fascinating paintings 

by acclaimed Belgian surrealist artist, 
René Magritte, whose artworks influ-
enced the collection with an element of 
surprise, pushing the boundaries of the 

brand’s effortless wearability.
Khoon Hooi has long been a firm 

favourite in Qatar where the exquisite 
collections are displayed within Maria 
Luisa’s corner at Fifty One East. Host-
ing this exclusive trunk show is part of 
the store’s continuous aim to welcome 
international designers and further en-
hance its position as the principal desti-
nation for connoisseurs of sophisticated 
style and the market leader in fashion 
events. Following the trunk show, the 
award-winning designer, Lee Khoon 
Hooi, praised the Qatari women’s ap-
preciation for modern designs. 

“I am honoured by this collabora-
tion with our partner, Fifty One East, 

and immensely pleased to present my 
latest collection to the savvy fashion 
patrons who admire the label’s designs 
and style,” he said. “Qatari women are 
elegant, style-conscious and glamorous. 
I thank Fifty One East for presenting 
this opportunity to meet with them and 
look forward to revisiting this fascinat-
ing place that blends perfectly with our 
brand’s DNA.”

A graduate of the Malaysian Insti-
tute of Art in 1993, the Malaysian de-
signer Lee Khoon Hooi honed his skills 
in various fashion competitions and was 
recognised multiple times for his occa-
sion wear designs that deliver luxury 
with contemporary price points. 



Israeli soldiers stand guard in northern Israel along the border with 
Lebanon near a flag of the Lebanese  Hezbollah, last week. (AFP)

DPA
MOSCOW

THE death toll in the border 
dispute between the ex-Soviet 
republics of Kyrgyzstan and 
Tajikistan has risen to 36, the 
Kyrgyz Health Ministry said on 
Sunday.

The death toll was at 24 on 
Friday. In addition, about 130 
people have been injured amid 
the clashes, the ministry said.

For the first time, authori-
tarian-ruled Tajikistan named 
figures, saying on Sunday that 
more than 30 of its citizens 
had died in the clashes since 
Wednesday.

According to both sides, the 
situation on the disputed bor-
der remained tense.

Shots were exchanged ear-
lier in the week, with two Tajik 
officials killed and six soldiers 
and five civilians injured. On 
the Kyrgyz side, two soldiers 
and two civilians were reported 
injured.

The former Soviet republics 
have been in a state of conflict 
about the course of the border 

since the Soviet Union broke 
up more than 30 years ago.

Each side blames the other 
for the escalation. Ceasefires 
were agreed again and again, 
which were soon broken. Heavy 
artillery, attack helicopters and 
drones are reportedly in use in 

the region.
After talks with UN Secre-

tary-General António Guterres 
on Saturday, Kyrgyz Foreign 
Minister Jeenbek Kulubayev 
said that Bishkek was merely 
defending itself. He spoke of 
serious damage to infrastruc-

ture, including schools.
Guterres also wants to ex-

change views on the situation 
with Kyrgyz President Sadyr 
Shaparov on Tuesday in New 
York on the fringes of the UN 
General Assembly - and with 
the Tajik side, officials said.

Death toll in clashes 
along Kyrgyz-Tajik 
border rises to 36

AGENCIES
COLOMBO

WITH a total of USD 968 mil-
lion in loans in four months of 
2022, India has emerged as Sri 
Lanka’s largest bilateral lender, 
overtaking China in the pro-
cess, a media report said.

In the past five years from 
2017-2021, China has been 
the largest bilateral lender to 
Sri Lanka as China disbursed 
USD 947 million, out of which 
USD 809 million was obtained 
as market borrowings from 
the China Development Bank, 
Daily Financial Times (FT) re-
ported citing public finance.lk. 
It said the Asian Development 
Bank (ADB) has been the larg-
est multilateral lender in the 
past five years and disbursed 
funds amounting to USD 610 
million in 2021.

India has disbursed USD 
377 million and ADB has dis-
bursed USD 360 million, which 

account for 76 per cent of the 
total disbursements in the first 
four months of 2022, according 
to Daily FT.

Meanwhile, at a UNGA 
Annual Joint Debate on the 
Reports of Peacebuilding Com-
mission (PBC) and Peacebuild-
ing Fund (PBF), India’s Perma-
nent Representative to the UN, 
Ruchira Kamboj said that India 
had provided nearly USD 4 bil-
lion in food and financial assis-
tance to Sri Lanka.

“In our immediate neigh-
bourhood, we are continuing to 
help our good friend and neigh-
bour Sri Lanka to ensure food 
security by providing nearly 
USD 4 billion in food and fi-
nancial assistance during the 
past few months,” Kamboj said.

On August 22, India hand-
ed over 21,000 tonnes of ferti-
lizer to the crisis-ridden neigh-
bour Sri Lanka.

“Adding to the fragrance 
of friendship and cooperation. 

High Commissioner formally 
handed over 21,000 tonnes 
of fertilizer supplied under 
India’s special support to the 
people of Sri Lanka,” tweeted 
the High Commission of India 
in Colombo, Sri Lanka.

“This follows 44,000 
tonnes supplied last month 
under Indian support totalling 
about USD 4 billion in 2022. 
The fertilizer will contribute to 
food security and support the 
farmers of Sri Lanka. It dem-

onstrates benefits to the people 
from close ties with #India and 
mutual trust and goodwill be-
tween #India and #Sri Lanka,” 
added the High Commission of 
India.

India has been at forefront 

of extending economic assis-
tance to Sri Lanka as per their 
requirements and is one of the 
countries that have provided 
the maximum amount of assis-
tance in time of need.

Since the beginning of 
2022, Sri Lanka has experi-
enced an escalating economic 
crisis and the government has 
defaulted on its foreign loans.

Sri Lanka is battling a se-
vere economic crisis with food 
and fuel scarcity affecting a 
large number of the people in 
the island nation. The economy 
has been in a free-fall since the 
onset of the COVID-19 pan-
demic.

Sri Lanka is also facing a 
foreign exchange shortage, 
which has, incidentally, affect-
ed its capacity to import food 
and fuel, leading to power cuts 
in the country. The shortage 
of essential goods forced Sri 
Lanka to seek assistance from 
friendly countries.

India becomes largest bilateral lender to Sri Lanka

The city skyline of Colombo as pictured from the observation deck of the Lotus Tower after it was opened for 
public in Colombo on Thursday. (AFP)

MOSCOW Nancy Pelosi, the 
leader of the US House of 
Representatives, condemned 
recent attacks by Azerbaijan 
on neighbouring Armenia dur-
ing a visit to Yerevan.

The United States “stands 
with Armenia and supports its 
security and democracy,” the 
US Democrat said. A total of 
135 Armenian soldiers have 
been killed in recent attacks 
by Azerbaijani forces. The 
Azerbaijani Defence Ministry 
reported on Thursday that 
71 of its soldiers had been 
killed in the latest skirmishes. 
Azerbaijan attacked neighbouring Armenia in the early hours of 
Tuesday, alleging provocation from the Armenian side. Observ-
ers have taken the view that Azerbaijan, which is seen as being 
under authoritarian leadership, is making use of the fact that 
Russia, which acts as Armenia’s security guarantor, is currently 
fully occupied with the war in Ukraine. (DPA)

TAIPEI At least one person 
was killed in a 6.8-magnitude 
earthquake that shook Taiwan 
on Sunday, a day after a 
slightly weaker quake rocked 
the island. According to the 
Central Weather Bureau, Sun-
day’s quake struck at 2.44 
pm (0644 GMT) at a depth of 
7 kilometres. The epicentre 
was about 42.7 kilometres 
north of Taitung County in 
eastern Taiwan. The news 
comes after dozens of trem-
ors shook the island starting 
late Saturday.

The quake, the largest to 
hit Taiwan this year, killed a worker at a cement plant in Hualien 
County. The man died after being hit by a falling dust collector, 
according to the Central Emergency Operation Center. In Hualien 
County, a 3-storey supermarket building collapsed. Rescuers 
including firemen and soldiers were sent to the site to rescue 
those trapped inside the building. (DPA)

TOKYO Millions of people in Japan have been told to leave their 
homes in southern and western areas due to an unusually 
powerful typhoon that brought strong squalls and heavy rainfall. 
Around 8 million households were called on to take shelter, NHK 
World reported online. Rail and air traffic were also affected. The 
14th typhoon of the season made landfall on the south-western 
main island of Kyushu near the city of Kagoshima, the national 
weather service reported. NHK reported isolated injuries, but ini-
tially there was no major damage or deaths. The weather agency 
warned of the danger of “unprecedented” strong gusts, high 
waves and landslides as a result of the heavy rainfall. Earlier, the 
agency had issued the highest typhoon warning for Kagoshima 
Prefecture, located on Kyushu, which was particularly badly hit. 
Thousands sought emergency shelter there on Sunday, including 
in the neighbouring prefecture of Miyazaki. Meanwhile, tens of 
thousands of households on Kyushu were temporarily left without 
power. The slow-moving cyclone is expected to head northeast 
and bring heavy rain to the main island of Honshu. (DPA)

BEIJING A bus accident in south-western China has left 27 peo-
ple dead who were heading into quarantine for Covid-19.

According to police, the vehicle overturned on Sunday on a 
highway between Guiyang, the Guizhou provincial capital, and the 
city of Libo.

At the time of the accident, 47 passengers were on board. 
The 20 passengers who survived the accident all sustained 
injuries.

Rescue services rushed to the scene of the accident.
The cause of the accident was not initially known.
The bus was carrying people into quarantine for Covid-19, 

according to Chinese state media reports.
China continues to pursue a strict zero-Covid policy, impos-

ing lockdowns and quarantines to prevent cases from spreading. 
(DPA)

Pelosi pledges US support for Armenia 
after Azerbaijan attacks

Taiwan hit by second earthquake in as 
many days, killing one

Millions in Japan told to leave homes as 
powerful typhoon hits

Twenty-seven dead after bus overturns in 
south-western China

News 
in brief

DPA
TEL AVIV

ISRAEL is preparing to tap the 
Karish gas field in the Mediter-
ranean Sea in the coming days, 
an Energy Ministry spokesper-
son said on Sunday.

Though no specific timeta-
ble has been set, any move to 
link up to the gas field is likely 
to be unpopular in Lebanon, 
where Hezbollah leader Has-
san Nasrallah has said that no 
gas can flow until negotiations 
demarcating the two countries’ 
claims are complete.

“Our eyes and our rockets 
are pointed at Karish,” said 
Nasrallah, who holds no official 
role in Lebanese politics, but 
remains one of the country’s 
most powerful men because of 
the militia he leads.

According to sources, Israel 

merely wants to test the gas 
platform and the pipeline, but 
not draw gas. The test would 
actually send gas from land to 
the platform, in order to test 
the system. Nasrallah has said 
pumping gas would cross a red 
line.

The US has mediated talks 
about the sea border for two 
years. Nailing down the bor-
der has become even more 
pressing since the gas field 
discovery. If both countries 
could start pumping from ar-
eas recognized under their 
control, they would be offering 
a key resource that has grown 
scarce amid Russia’s invasion 
of Ukraine.

But the exact line of control 
is contested. In July, Israel had 
to shoot down multiple drones 
sent by Hezbollah at the Karish 
platform.

DPA
ISLAMABAD

THE United Nations on Sun-
day called on the Taliban to let 
teenage girls return to the class-
room, marking the anniversary 
of the closure of girls’ schools 
in Afghanistan following last 
year’s Taliban takeover.

In a statement, the UN 
deputy special representative 
for Afghanistan, Markus Pot-
zel, called the exclusion of girls 
from high school “shameful 
and tragic,” adding that it has 
no justification and no parallel 
anywhere in the world.

Since returning to power in 
August 2021, the Taliban have 
prevented girls beyond grade 
six from getting an education, 
prompting a national debate 
and disappointing millions of 
girls.

The ban increases the risk 

of marginalization, violence, 
exploitation and abuse against 
girls, the UN statement added.

The UN further said that en-
abling girls to return to school 
can lift Afghanistan up and give 
hope to its people. Meanwhile, 
the organization expressed 
concern that the continuation 
of such measures deepens the 
existing crisis in the country.

With the Taliban’s return to 
power, deadly attacks by Islam-
ic State, coupled with poverty, 
unemployment, migration, 
and even natural disasters have 
weighed on the war-torn coun-
try. No country has recognized 
the group’s de facto govern-
ment.

“The international commu-
nity remains ready to support 
a government that is repre-
sentative of all its people and 
respects their rights,” the UN 
statement concluded.

A volunteer collects humanitarian aid for people evacuated from the Batken in Bishkek on Saturday. (AFP)

Afghan burqa-clad women take an entrance test at Mamon Tahiri insiti-
tute in Kandahar last Thursday. (AFP)

Hezbollah makes threats 
as Israel eyes opening 
up undersea gas field

Let girls return to high 
school classrooms: 
UN urges Taliban

Armenia’s Head of the Parlia-
ment Alen Simonyan (right) and 
US House Speaker Nancy Pelosi 
(second left). (AFP)

Firefighters moving a person 
during a rescue operation at the 
site of a collapsed building after 
the earthquake, in Yuli township, 
Hualien County.  (AFP)
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QNA
DOHA

A
MBASSADOR HE Jas-
sim bin Yousef Al Jamal 
has paved the way for 
the working mechanism 
of the Permanent Rep-

resentative of the State to the 
United Nations (UN), as he 
is the first Permanent Repre-
sentative of the State of Qatar 
to the UN. 

Al Jamal was appointed 
after Qatar’s independence on 
Sep. 3, 1971. His period wit-
nessed distinction and coher-
ence in the visions and posi-
tions of the Arab group in the 
international organization, es-
pecially in terms of defending 
the central and just cause of the 
Arabs, the Palestinian cause, 
to which the State of Qatar has 
given the utmost attention and 
care, continuing to defend it 
vigorously in all forums and 
conferences at its various levels 
and names.

Al Jamal was appointed as 
Ambassador and Permanent 
Representative of Qatar to 
the UN by Amiri Decree with 
a group of new Qatari ambas-
sadors, who were working in a 
number of ministries and were 
distributed in a number of Arab 
countries. At the time, His Ex-
cellency was a senior employee 
of the Ministry of Education.

He held this high position 
for 12 years, starting from 1972, 
shortly after the independ-
ence of Qatar, and presented 
his credentials to the then UN 
Secretary-General Dr. Kurt 
Waldheim - Austria - the fourth 
Secretary-General of the inter-
national organization.

In an interview with Qatar 
News Agency (QNA), Al Ja-

mal gave an overview of Qatari 
diplomacy in the immediate 
post-independence period, 
and the most prominent events 
over the past 50 years since the 
state’s participation as a mem-
ber of the UN. 

He stressed that despite 
its recent independence at the 
time, Qatar played a strong 
and active role in the UN, em-
phasizing its positive contribu-
tions. Its permanent delegation 
was in complete harmony with 
the Arab group, and a strong 
supporter of its positions de-
fending the issues and rights 
of the nation, he said, stressing 
that Qatar has so far contin-
ued this successful and distin-
guished role, which made it an 
active and influential element 
on the global diplomatic scene, 
playing a vital and remarkable 
role in defending the issues of 
its nation and people, and ac-
tively contributing to issues of 
international peace and secu-
rity.

He said that four young 
Qataris worked with him at the 
Permanent Mission of Qatar 

to the United Nations in New 
York. All were fully prepared to 
serve their country, learn and 
benefit. They dealt in groups, 
which necessitated them to 
be aware of all the events and 
developments that are taking 
place, and the permanent co-
ordination between Qatar and 
the Arab countries.

Al Jamal recalled some of 
the wonderful and honorable 
positions that confirm the com-
plete harmony between the 
Arab group in the corridors of 
the international organisation; 
for instance, when the Pales-
tine Liberation Organization 
(PLO) submitted to the United 
Nations General Assembly 
(UNGA) a draft resolution 
condemning Zionism as a rac-
ist movement, which angered 
the West and the US, at a time 
when Zionism enjoyed great 
power and influence in the in-
ternational organization.

Former Consultant to Ku-
waiti Mission at UN, Fayez Al 
Sayegh, explained the draft 
resolution to UNGA members 
and when it was put to vote, it 

received 72 votes. It was sup-
ported by important Latin 
American countries such as 
Mexico and Argentina. This 
strong and harmonious posi-
tion of the Arab group was a 
strong blow to Israel and its 
supporters, and echoed strong-
ly in the corridors of the inter-
national organization, Europe, 
the US, and within Israel itself, 
HE added.

This strong Arab position at 
the UN demonstrates the Arab 
group’s standing against the 
policies of racial discrimina-
tion and its support for issues 
of liberation, he said. 

In a related context, he 
praised the positions of Islamic 
countries in support of Arab is-
sues, especially the Palestinian 

cause, which Qatar has sup-
ported with all its powers on all 
occasions, pointing out that the 
records of the UN bear witness 
to these honorable and great 
Qatari positions.

When asked about his view 
on Qatar hosting the 2022 
FIFA World Cup, Al Jamal 
said Qatar will increase its sta-
tus and importance by hosting 
this important global sporting 
event for the first time in the 
history of the Middle East. 

He added that attention 
is now turning towards Qa-
tar, pointing out that it will 
prove to the world its abil-
ity to host such major sports 
tournaments with efficiency 
and distinction from previous 
tournaments. He expressed his 

confidence that all the broth-
erly Arab countries will stand 
by Qatar and support it in the 
success of this international 
sporting event.

Regarding his opinion on 
the UN’s attempt to bring re-
forms within the UN Security 
Council, he noted that third-
world countries have always 
called for the expansion of the 
Security Council, but he cau-
tioned that achieving this goal 
requires changing the Char-
ter of the United Nations. The 
chances of this happening cur-
rently are “almost impossible” 
because the great powers have 
the right of veto, and therefore 
will not allow that, as they al-
ways consider their interests 
above all else, he explained.

Five of the 15 members 
of the Security Council have 
permanent membership and 
the right to veto. Therefore, 
it will not be allowed to give 
other countries any rights, or 
to add other countries to the 
council so that its membership 
becomes 20. At a time when 
the number of member states 
of the international organiza-
tion became 194 countries, the 
council needs to be expanded, 
HE added.

Qatar became a member of 
the UN in 1971. On Sep. 22 of 
this year, the flag of the State 
of Qatar was raised at the UN 
headquarters in New York. 
This is a starting point for Qa-
tar’s foreign policy in the field 
of multilateral relations, based 
on the vision and history of the 
country’s first founders, which 
is full of commitment to the Is-
lamic, Arab and human values 
and belief in cooperation and 
the common destiny of all hu-
man beings.
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‘Qatar’s Role is Strong, Prominent in UN’
Qatar’s first Permanent Representative to UN says Qatar will increase its status and importance by hosting this 

important global sporting event for the first time in the history of the Middle East 

QNA
NEW YORK

THE United Nations Devel-
opment Program (UNDP) 
Administrator Achim 

Steiner has praised the close 
strategic partnership with Qa-
tar and its pioneering role in 
financing the program’s pro-
jects and enhancing its efforts 
to reduce poverty worldwide 
and achieve development and 
investment in the future.

In an exclusive interview 
with Qatar News Agency 
(QNA), Steiner pointed out 
that Qatar participates with 
the United Nations Devel-
opment Program in provid-
ing support to 170 countries 
around the world through 
Qatar Fund for Development 
in particular, indicating that 
its involvement in sustain-
able development efforts has 
provided the opportunity to 
overcome obstacles to financ-
ing several projects.

On the other hand, the 
UNDP Administrator de-
scribed the existing strategic 
partnership between Qatar, 
Germany and the United Na-
tions Development Program 
as unique, as it has resulted 
in less than three years in 
the development of “accel-
erator labs” concerned with 
promoting innovation and 
keeping pace with techno-
logical changes in 91 countries 
around the world out of a total 
of 115 countries.

In this context, Steiner 

said, that UNDP have an im-
portant partnership with Qa-
tar Fund for Development, 
which is to develop “accelera-
tor labs”, which are used by 
several countries in the field 
of creative thought industry, 
and the best example of this 
is Lebanon, Vietnam and the 
African continent.

With regard to the human-
itarian situation in Afghani-
stan, Steiner stressed that Qa-
tar has been working with the 
United Nations Development 
Program for many years in 
supporting the humanitarian 
response in this country.

He pointed out the im-
portance of its participation 
in the program concerned 
with developing societies and 
strengthening their resilience 
in light of the economic dif-
ficulties experienced by Af-
ghans.

In this context, the UNDP 
Administrator stressed that 
development is the only solu-
tion to get out of the faltering 
economic and political situa-
tion in Afghanistan, pointing 
out that about 90 percent of 
the Afghan population will 
live below the poverty line by 
the end of 2022.

On the strategic plan of 
the United Nations Develop-
ment Program during the 
years 2022-2025, Steiner ex-
plained that the program will 
focus on investing in sustain-
able development, as well as 
managing the current crises 
experienced by the world such 

as the food and energy crisis 
and climate change, as well as 
the effects and repercussions 
of the coronavirus pandemic.

Steiner considered that 
finding effective solutions to 
a large number of crises de-
pends on recognizing them, 
including the problem of cli-
mate change, which has af-
fected agriculture, energy, 
transport and development 
opportunities in general.

“We are living through 
difficult times and this is the 
challenge that we must tackle 
in order to move forward,” he 
said. 

Regarding UNDP role 
in Ukraine and the extent to 
which it was affected by the 
war there, Steiner explained 
that the program had to 
change its work there after it 
focused on development pri-
orities, but now it is dealing 
with the crisis of the displaced 
who lost their homes and jobs, 
in addition to helping the gov-

ernment in the reconstruction 
programs in the country and 
investing in the digital field, as 
well as helping people to find 
jobs and set up small projects.

He considered that the is-
sue of returning the displaced 
in Ukraine to their areas faces 
many challenges, warning at 
the same time that the issue 
of international support pro-
vided by governments to the 
United Nations Development 
Program is facing difficulties 
due to the suffering of some 
countries from rising debt, 
fuel and food prices.

On the issue of the coro-
navirus pandemic, and the 
efforts of the United Nations 
Development Program to pre-
vent its spread in the future, 
he stressed that work is cur-
rently under way to solve the 
problem of inequality in the 
distribution of vaccines, espe-
cially in less developed coun-
tries, as well as address the 
fragility of health systems and 

their infrastructure in antici-
pation of future pandemics, 
in addition to ensuring that 
countries possesses quick re-
sponse mechanisms.

Steiner pointed out that 
the United Nations Develop-
ment Program was quick to 
establish licenses that would 
enable governments to hold 
emergency meetings in the 
event of a general closure, in 
addition to working to mo-
bilize resources and capital 
through establishing interna-
tional partnerships with the 
private sector, which works 
to improve the capabilities of 
least developed countries to 
be ready and have the means 
to respond to any potential 
pandemic.

The United Nations Devel-
opment Program was estab-
lished by the United Nations 
General Assembly in 1965 
by merging two previous UN 
bodies: the Expanded Pro-
gram of Technical Assistance 
(EPTA), which was estab-
lished in 1949, and the United 
Nations Special Fund (UNSF), 
which was established in 1958.

Through its strategy, the 
program seeks to help 100 
million people get out of 
multidimensional poverty, 
provide clean energy to more 
than 500 million people, and 
integrate up to USD 1 tril-
lion in public and private fi-
nancing; in order to achieve 
the sustainable development 
goals.

The program has support-
ed many countries to adopt 
and implement more ambi-
tious plans to mitigate and 
adapt to climate change, and 
has also worked with United 
Nations system partners and 
others to meet urgent and 
immediate requirements and 
pave the way towards achiev-

ing peace and development.
UNDP obtains its fund-

ing from a variety of partners, 
such as Member States, mul-
tilateral organizations, non-
governmental entities, the 
private and charitable sectors, 
and funding institutions.

UNDP, in cooperation 
with other UN partners, was 
able to respond to multidi-
mensional challenges and 
crises, as it was able to help 
achieve the World Health Or-
ganization’s goal of providing 
vaccines against the Coronavi-
rus to at least 70 percent of the 
world’s population in 2022.

With its funding, more 
than 70 countries have suc-
cessfully used national fund-
ing frameworks to finance 
their recovery from the Coro-
navirus pandemic, and the 
program has also worked with 
the International Labor Or-
ganization to create at least 
400 million jobs, in addition 
to working on other global ini-
tiatives.

The United Nations Devel-
opment Program saw a slight 
decrease in funding last year 
(2021), and annual contribu-
tions fell by 4 percent to $5.3 
billion, down from $5.5 billion 
in 2020.

Of this total, $2 billion, or 
38 percent, came from multi-
lateral partners, $1.9 billion, 
or 36 percent, from donor 
governments, and $1.4 billion, 
or 26 percent, from program 
country governments.

The programme focuses 
its work in four main areas, 
namely, reducing poverty and 
achieving the Millennium 
Development Goals by sup-
porting local development 
projects and programmes and 
assisting governments in set-
ting economic and social poli-
cies.

Qatar Plays Leading Role in Promoting Development, Poverty 
Reduction Efforts Around the World: UNDP Administrator

UNDP Administrator Achim Steiner 
says Qatar participates with UNDP 

in providing support to 170 countries 
around the world 
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DPA
ROME

FORMER Italian prime minis-
ter and centrist Matteo Renzi 
has accused Five Star Move-
ment leader Giuseppe Conte of 
inciting violence at a campaign 
event one week ahead of parlia-
mentary elections.

“Shame on you,” Renzi said 
in response to a comment by 
Conte that Renzi should “come 
to Palermo without an escort 
and tell people to abolish the 
basic income.” Many Italians, 
especially in the south, receive 
a basic income, of which the 

Five Star Movement is one 
of the main proponents and 
which other parties want to 
abolish. According to the lat-
est polls, Italy’s current centre-
right alliance is on the verge of 
a clear election victory on Sep-
tember 25.  

Matteo Salvini of the right-
wing populist Lega attacked the 
outgoing Draghi for his state-
ments on alleged Russian elec-
tion interference. Draghi had 
said on Friday that Italian poli-
tics would not be defeated by 
foreign enemies and their “pu-
pazzi prezzolati,” which can be 
understood as “hired stooges.” 

Renzi slams Five Star Movement 
leader a week ahead of Italy poll

DPA
LONDON

US President Joe Biden has 
said the “world is better’’ be-
cause of the Queen as he of-
fered his condolences to the 
British people for their loss.

 He was speaking at Lan-
caster House after visiting 
Westminster Hall to pay his 
respects to the late monarch. 

Biden arrived with his 
wife Jill at the lying in state 
shortly before 5pm on Sun-
day, ahead of his attendance 
at Monday’s funeral. 

They were joined by the 
US ambassador to the UK, 
Jane Hartley. Thepresident 
stood on the platform for 
around two minutes, tak-
ing in the scene, where he 
crossed himself and ex-
changed a few words with 
the first lady.

Meanwhile, UK Prime 
Minister Liz Truss has con-
cluded her talks with world 
leaders and met the King as 
she prepares to say a final 
farewell to the Queen along 
with hundreds of dignitaries 
from across the globe.

The Prime Minister host-
ed her Irish counterpart as 
well as the Canadian premier 
and the Polish president at 
Downing Street on Sunday.

She had been due to meet 
US President Joe Biden but 
the talks were cancelled on 
Saturday.

Instead, a “full bilateral 
meeting” has been sched-
uled for Wednesday when 
the pair are set to be in New 
York for the UN General As-
sembly.  Truss also had an 
audience with Charles at 
Buckingham Palace on Sun-
day, ahead of his reception 
for visiting heads of state.

The weekend’s talks with 
world leaders were being 
framed by No 10 as chats to 
offer condolences over the 
Queen’s death, during which 
politics was likely to come 
up. In particular,  Truss’s 
meeting with Irish premier 
Micheal Martin came against 
a backdrop of tensions over 
the future of the Northern 
Ireland Protocol.

 Martin said he had a 
“warm” meeting with the 
British PM but refrained 
from answering questions on 
the controversial post-Brexit 
treaty. He left No 10 just un-
der an hour after arriving on 
Sunday morning.

“I don’t think this is the 
time, if you don’t mind me 
saying so, to get into the de-
tail about issues like the pro-
tocol,” he told the BBC.

“I’ve had a good tel-
ephone conversation last 
week with the British Prime 
Minister, had an initial warm 
meeting this morning where 
we discussed many issues in 
the context of the British-
Irish relationship.

‘World is better’ 
because of her, 
says Biden as he 
pays respects to 
departed Queen DPA

LONDON

RESIDENTS in parts of 
Ukraine recently cleared of 
Russian invaders say they are 
still coming under regular mis-
sile attacks.

Moscow’s forces are contin-
uing to shell the Kharkiv region 
even after their withdrawal 
from the area more than a week 
ago, according to Ukrainian 
sources on Sunday.

Russia subjected the lib-
erated towns of Izyum and 
Chuhuiv to heavy shelling, 
destroying residential, com-
mercial buildings, production 
facilities and petrol stations, 
Ukrainian regional governor 
Oleh Sinegubov said on Tel-
egram.

Shelling in Chuhuiv killed 
an 11-year-old girl, while two 
women were killed by a tank 
shell in the region.

Sinegubov also said about 
60 bodies had been recovered 
from the mass graves found in 
a forest near Izyum, with most 
of the women and men civil-
ians. The dead also included 
numerous Ukrainian soldiers, 
he said. Most died violently, he 
said.

There were also signs that 
some were tortured, Ukrainian 
President Volodymyr Zelensky 
said. The work of exhuming the 
dead was to continue on Sun-
day. The United Nations is also 
planning to visit the site to help 
determine the exact causes of 
death.

There are more than 440 
bodies in Izyum, according to 
the Ukrainian authorities. Ini-
tial findings suggest the people 
died during heavy shelling by 
Russia at the end of March.

Izyum was captured by 
Russian troops at the end of 
March, but was recaptured in 
a Ukrainian counteroffensive 
that has been gathering mo-
mentum in recent weeks.

But as Ukraine pushes back 
Moscow’s forces in some areas, 
Russian troops are also rein-
forcing their positions in east-
ern Ukraine.

Moscow has also signifi-
cantly increased attacks on ci-
vilian Ukrainian targets using 
long-range missiles over the 

past week, according to a Brit-
ish Defence Ministry analysis.

Areas hit include a dam in 
the central Ukrainian industri-
al town of Kryvyi Rih, the min-
istry said on Sunday, noting 
that such targets do not offer 
any immediate military gain.

Russia is likely to continue 
to increase such attacks to 
undermine the morale of the 
Ukrainian people and their 
government, given the setbacks 
Moscow is seeing on the front 
line, the ministry said.

Meanwhile, Former US 
president Bill Clinton has de-

fended NATO’s eastward ex-
pansion as the right move, 
given Russia’s war on Ukraine, 
a report from Washington said.

“I am more convinced to-
day than I was then that we did 
the right thing,” he told CNN. 
“We did the right thing at the 
right time. And if we hadn’t 
done it, this crisis might have 
occurred even sooner.” “When 
I did what I did, offered Rus-
sia not only a special part-
nership with NATO, but the 
prospect of eventual member-
ship in NATO, arguing that 
our biggest security problems 

in the future were going to 
come from non state actors or 
from authoritarian states sell-
ing chemical biological and 
nuclear capacity to terrorist 
groups,” Clinton said.

Following the collapse of 
the Soviet Union, Eastern Eu-
ropean countries began joining 
NATO, starting with the Czech 
Republic, Hungary and Poland.

On the home front, Russian 
pop diva Alla Pugacheva has 
slammed Russia’s war of ag-
gression against Ukraine.

Since the Justice Ministry 
blacklisted her husband Max-
im Galkin as a “foreign agent,” 
she now wants to be counted 
among foreign agents as well, 
she wrote on her Instagram ac-
count on Sunday.

“Because I am in solidarity 
with my husband, an honest, 
decent and sincere man, a real 
and unforgettable patriot of 
Russia, who wishes his home-
land prosperity, a peaceful life, 
freedom of speech and an end 
to our boys dying for illusory 
purposes that make our coun-
try a pariah and complicate the 
lives of our citizens.” Pugache-
va is considered a superstar in 
her homeland. She has shaped 
rock and pop music in Russia 
since the 1970s.

Civilian areas targeted 
with missiles: Ukraine
UN plans visit to Izyum mass grave site to help determine cause of deaths

ROME Italian Prime Minister Mario Draghi visited Italy’s storm-
hit Marche region on Sunday, referring to the fatal floods as a 
“catastrophe” and pledging support to the affected areas. The 
death toll from devastating rain showers and floods has risen to 
11, with two people missing, according to the prefecture of the 
regional capital, Ancona. Regional President Francesco Acquaroli 
asked the government in Rome to declare a state of emergency. 
Emergency aid of ?5 million is being provided by the govern-
ment. After the drought and extreme heat of the spring and 
summer, Italy has recently been hit by severe storms. But the 
current situation in the Marche region on the Adriatic coast has 
been by far the worst. Pope Francis commented on the disaster 
in a newspaper interview and appealed to politicians to look into 
the reasons for such weather phenomena. (DPA)

Death toll rises to 11 amid severe storms 
in Italy’s Marche region

News 
in brief

French President Macron’s party votes to 
rename itself Renaissance
PARIS The party of French President Emmanuel Macron agreed 
to rename itself Renaissance at a congress on Saturday, where 
is also absorbed two other smaller parties. The political move-
ment founded by Macron in 2016 was previously called La 
République en Marche (LREM), which has been variously trans-
lated into English, but is often known as En Marche. The centrist 
party, which began using the new name in the 2019 European 
elections, will also incorporate the centre-right party Agir and the 
centre-left party Territoire de Progrès. Renaissance is currently 
the largest party in the National Assembly, the lower house of 
the French parliament, but lost its absolute majority in June’s 
parliamentary elections. (DPA)

Hungary could lose euro 7.5bn in EU 
funds due to corruption allegations

BRUSSELS The European Commission wants to withhold euro 7.5 
billion in payments to Hungary because of allegations of corrup-
tion and rule of law violations, Budget Commissioner Johannes 
Hahn said on Sunday. “Today’s decision is a clear demonstration 
of the Commission’s resolve to protect the EU budget, and to use 
all tools at our disposal to ensure this important objective,” said 
Hahn.The European Commission has long criticized widespread 
corruption in Hungary. A July report spoke of “an environment 
where risks of clientelism, favouritism and nepotism in high-level 
public administration remain unaddressed.” Hungary has shown 
some willingness to tackle the problem, including announcing an 
independent authority to monitor use of EU funds. (DPA)

 NO POINT IN PUTIN, ZELENSKY TALKS: KIEV

KIEV Ukraine is ruling out negotiations and a meeting between 
Russia’s President Vladimir Putin and Ukrainian President Volody-
myr Zelensky for the present. “In short, the negotiation process 
itself and a face-to-face meeting between the presidents do not 
make sense at the moment,” the external adviser to Ukraine’s 
presidential office, Mykhailo Podolyak, said according to Ukrainian 
media. He gave three reasons why talks would be pointless at 
this stage, starting with that Russia would try to hold on to and 
legitimize its territorial gains. Secondly, maintaining the status 
quo would only serve to give Moscow breathing space to allow it 
to continue its attacks along the new lines of battle. And thirdly, 
Russia must be held accountable for the crimes committed on 
Ukrainian territory. Negotiations would therefore only be possible 
once the Russian troops had withdrawn from Ukrainian territory, 
he said. At that point, the amount of reparations and the surren-
der of war criminals could be negotiated, Podolyak said. (DPA)

DPA
TEL AVIV

AN intact burial chamber that 
is around 3,300 years old has 
been discovered by accident in 
Israel, the Antiquity Authority 
said on Sunday.

The burial cave, dating 
back to the time of Egyptian 
Pharaoh Rameses II, con-
tains dozens of ancient arte-
facts and was revealed in the 
Palmahim National Park in 
the Mediterranean Sea, the 
authority said. “The cave, ex-
posed by a mechanical digger 
in the course of development 
works, was accessed for the 
first time since it was sealed, 
at the time of Rameses II,” the 
authority said.

Scientists descended into 

“the astonishing space that ap-
peared to have frozen in time,” 
finding a hewn cave that was 
square in form with a central 
supporting pillar.

“Several dozens of intact 
pottery and bronze artifacts 
were lain out in the cave, ex-
actly as they were arranged 
in the burial ceremony,” they 
said. “The artifacts lay on the 
cave floor as they were laid 
out in the ancient burial cer-
emony,” the agency said, list-
ing pottery, cooking pots, stor-
age containers and arrow and 
spearheads.

“These vessels were burial 
offerings that accompanied 
the deceased in the belief that 
they would serve the dead in 
the afterlife.” Israel Antiquity 
Authority archaeologist Eli 

Jannai described the find as “a 
once-in-a-lifetime discovery” 
that felt like being “on the set 
of an Indiana Jones movie.” 
Scientists say the chamber can 
provide a complete picture 
of burial customs in the Late 
Bronze Age.

Jannai told Haaretz news-
paper that the chamber ap-
peared to have served as a 
family tomb. The bodies bur-
ied there were not well pre-
served, so DNA analyses were 
not possible, but it can be as-
sumed that they were local 
coastal residents.

Shortly after the discovery 
of the intact burial chamber, 
several artefacts were stolen, 
according to the Department 
of Antiquities. 

The space has now been 
sealed and investigations into 
the theft are under way.Sci-
entists are now planning the 
research and the protection of 
the site, which they described 
as a “feast for the archaeologi-
cal world and for the ancient 
history of the land of Israel.”

3,300-yr-old burial cave found by accident
Treasure
● The burial cave, dating 
back to the time of 
Egyptian Pharaoh 
Rameses II, contains 
dozens of ancient 
artefacts and was 
revealed in the Palmahim 
National Park in the 
Mediterranean Sea.

Pope Francis (second right) meeting refugees at the Reception and 
Identification Centre in Mytilene on the island of Lesbos. 

Forensic technicians operate at the site of a mass grave in a forest on the outskirts of Izyum, eastern Ukraine 
on Sunday. Ukrainian authorities said they discovered around 450 graves outside the formerly Russian-occu-
pied city of Izyum with some of the exhumed bodies showing signs of torture. (AFP)

A police officer stands in front of Westminster Palace, as people 
queue to pay their respects to the late Queen Elizabeth II, in Lon-
don on Sunday. (AFP)
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QAC launches the fourth 
generation of The All-New 
Outlander PAGE 11

Galfar concludes month long safe driving  
awareness campaign PAGE 10

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

QNB, the largest financial institu-
tion in the Middle East and Afri-
ca, has announced Ali Abdulla Al 
Maadeed as the fourth winner for 
the month of August of the ‘triple 
your Salary’ campaign. Targeting 
QNB First Members, the cam-
paign will be running until Sep-
tember 30, 2022.

The campaign is part of the 
bank’s endeavours to meet all its 
customers’ needs and enrich their 
banking experience, with special 
offers for its First Members.

The campaign gives QNB First 
Members the opportunity to en-
ter draws and get the chance to 
triple their salaries by simply ap-
plying for a QR180,000 personal 
loan for existing QNB First Mem-
bers and by applying for a mort-
gage of more than or equal to QR2 
million for new QNB First Mem-
bers who transfer their salaries to 

QNB during the campaign period. 
A minimum salary of QR35,000 
is required.

To take advantage of this 
promotion, then you may simply 
visit the nearest branch and open 
a QNB First account with your 
salary transfer or avail of a loan 
for existing QNB First custom-
ers. For more information, please 
visit qnb.com

On this occasion, General 
Manager Group Retail Divi-
sion Adel Ali Al Malki said, “We 
congratulate the winner of our 
August draw. As we continue to 
reward our customers through 
the year by offering them unique 
rewards and campaigns, QNB 
First Members are encouraged 
to actively participate and stand 
a chance to be the last lucky win-
ner of this year’s triple salary                                 
campaign.”

QNB First provides its mem-
bers with a set of tailored prod-
ucts and services to ensure the 

highest levels of luxury and com-
fort, including QNB First Premi-
um Credit Cards, Special Deposit 
and Loan Products, Lifestyle 
Privileges, and Priority Services. 

In addition to the Global Rec-
ognition Program, free access 
to international airport lounges 
worldwide, Cross Boarder Mort-
gages, and customised Wealth 
Management solutions. These 
products and services are avail-
able to QNB First members in Qa-
tar and the international market, 
including Turkey, Egypt, Jordan, 
Lebanon, Tunisia, Kuwait, Oman, 
the UK, and France.

QNB Group, currently ranked 
as the most valuable bank brand 
in the Middle East and Africa, is 
proud to be the Official Middle 
East and Africa Supporter of the 
FIFA World Cup 2022.

Through its subsidiaries and 
associate companies, the Group 
extends to more than 31 coun-
tries across three continents pro-
viding a comprehensive range of 
advanced products and services. 
The total number of employees is 
27,000 operating through 1,000 
locations, with an ATM network 
of more than 4,600 machines.

QNB announces winner of ‘triple your salary’ campaign

The headquarters of QNB in Doha. 

The campaign is part of the bank’s endeavours 
to meet customers’ needs, enrich their banking                             
experience, with special offers for its First Members

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA 

THE Qatar Chamber (QC) 
hosted the ‘Qatar-Saudi Busi-
ness Meet’ at its headquarters in 
Doha on Sunday. The meet was 
co-chaired by Qatar Chamber 
First Vice-Chairman Mohamed 
bin Twar Al Kuwari and Ashar-
qia Chamber Chairman Badr 
bin Suleiman Al Raziza.

The meeting was attended by 
many board members from both 
chambers and a number of Qa-
tari and Saudi businessmen.

The meeting touched on en-
hancing cooperation between 
Qatari and Saudi businessmen 
in trade and investment as-
pects, and investment opportu-
nities available on both sides, as 
well as the possibility of build-
ing alliances and partnerships 
between Qatar companies and 
their Saudi counterparts to 
achieve economic and commer-
cial integration.

Addressing the meeting, 
Kuwari stressed the interest of 
the Qatar Chamber to boost co-
operation and open new chan-
nels of partnerships between 
both countries’ companies, 
wishing that the meeting would 
contribute to achieving more 
development in the economic 
and commercial relations of the 
two countries.

He said both countries are 
close and historic relations, 
which is reflected in their eco-
nomic relations, especially with 
the common desire of the pri-
vate sector in both countries to 
bolster cooperation and forge 
alliances and partnerships.

He added that bilateral 
trade exchange between the two 
countries began to gradually re-
turn to its previous levels, not-
ing that it amounted to QR674 
million in 2021 which is still 
below expectations compared 
with pre-2017 levels.

Kuwari underscored the 
close relations between Qatar 
and Asharqia chambers and 
their will to cement relations and 
urge companies from Qatar and 
the Eastern Region to develop 
cooperation links and establish 
joint investments and partner-
ships, affirming that the East-
ern Region represents special 

importance to the Qatari private 
sector due to the geographical 
position and the presence of all 
incentives and facilitations that 
help developing trade exchange 
between both sides.

He affirmed the importance 
of coordination between both 
chambers in a way that contrib-
utes to expanding cooperation 
between the private sector, ac-
tivating trade, and forging new 
investment opportunities.

Kuwari called on Saudi 
businessmen to expand their 
investments in Qatar and ben-
efit from incentives offered by 
the government, urging Qatari 
businessmen to explore oppor-
tunities available in the Eastern 
Province and cooperate with 
their Saudi counterparts in 
joint ventures that expand the 
private sector’s contribution to 
achieving the National Vision 
2030 in both counties.

On his part, Asharqia Cham-
ber Badr bin Suleiman Al Raziza 

said that Qatar and Saudi Arabia 
enjoy extended relations and a 
unified vision aimed at achiev-
ing an inclusive renaissance 
for the interest of their peoples, 
pointing to the role of the Qatar-
Saudi Coordination Council in 
booting strengthening bilateral 
relations and expanding part-
nership between both countries 
in line with their national vision 
2030, in a way that supports the 
joint Gulf cooperation and cre-
ates new opportunities between 
the two brotherly peoples.

He indicated that the Saudi 
side is looking forward to a 
broader partnership between 
the business sectors in the two 
countries, especially in light of 
the favourable conditions that 
are supported by the aspira-
tions of the two leaderships 
and the fast-growing markets 
and sectors both countries 
own, stressing that this con-
tributes to creating new vistas 
of cooperation and partnership, 

achieving economic integra-
tion, and increasing the trade 
exchange between the private 
sector in both countries.

During the meeting, the 
Qatar Investment Authority 
delivered a presentation on in-
vestment opportunities avail-
able in Qatar. The presentation 
also touched on the investment 
incentives offered by Qatar and 
services offered by the author-
ity for foreign investors.

In turn, the Saudi delega-
tion reviewed a number of in-
vestment elements in the East-
er Province, the most important 
land and air border crossings 
in the region, which contains 
1,845 factories, representing 22 
percent of the total factories in 
the Kingdom.

It also cited the most impor-
tant industries in the province 
such as chemical industries, 
textiles, paper, foodstuffs, non-
metallic industries, oil, gas, 
coal, minerals and others.

Bilateral trade exchange between Qatar and Saudi reaches QR674 million in 2021: Kuwari  

Qatari, Saudi businessmen  
discuss ways to enhance 

trade, investment ties 

Officials of Qatar Chamber and businessmen from Saudi Arabia take part in the ‘Qatar-Saudi Business Meet’ in 
Doha on Sunday. The meet was co-chaired by Qatar Chamber First Vice-Chairman Mohamed bin Twar Al Kuwari 
and Asharqia Chamber Chairman Badr bin Suleiman Al Raziza.

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

THE Qatar Chamber (QC) re-
cently participated in the 47th 
session of the Arab Labour 
Conference, and the 38th meet-
ing of the Permanent Commit-
tee for Labour Affairs in the 
Union of Arab Chambers which 
were held in Cairo.

The chamber’s participa-
tion in the meetings came in 
the framework of Qatar’s del-
egation which was led by the 
Minister of Labour HE Dr Ali 
bin Saeed bin Samikh Al Marri.

The chamber’s delegation 
was headed by QC Chairman 
Sheikh Khalifa bin Jassim Al 
Thani. It also included QC Gen-
eral Manager Saleh bin Hamad 
Al Sharqi, Director of Legal 
Affairs Abdulaziz Al Kuwari, 
Director of Member Affairs 
Alanoud Al Mohannadi, and 
Assistant Director of Legal Af-
fairs Hamad Al Marri.

The agenda of the 38th 
meeting of the Permanent 
Committee for Labour Affairs 
touched on many topics in-
cluding a report of the Direc-
tor-General of the Arab Labor 
Office on the digital economy 
and empowerment issues, a 
report on the activities and 
achievements of the Arab La-
bor Organization in 2021, the 

implementation of Arab labour 
agreements and recommenda-
tions, a report on artificial in-
telligence, and a report on the 
digitization and governance of 
social protection systems.

On this occasion, Sheikh 
Khalifa affirmed the chamber’s 
support for efforts to promote 
joint Arab action in various 
fields, especially economy and 
development.

He pointed out that holding 
the ‘Arab Labour Conference’ 
this year under the theme ‘The 
digital economy and employ-
ment issues’ confirms the im-
portance of keeping pace with 
the tremendous development 
that the world is currently wit-
nessing in the field of infor-
mation and communication 
technology, stressing that this 
requires the rehabilitation of 
the private sector to keep pace 
with this huge development in 
digital technology.

He pointed out that the 
transition to the digital econ-
omy will contribute to pro-
moting economic growth and 
enhancing opportunities to 
attract investments through 
streamlining online communi-
cation, as well as the benefits 
of digitization in employment 
issues and supplying the labour 
markets with the necessary em-
ployment.

Digital economy 
enhances 
investments 
opportunities, 
says QC chief

Minister of Labour HE Dr Ali bin Saeed bin Samikh Al Marri and Qatar 
Chamber Chairman Sheikh Khalifa bin Jassim Al Thani at the Arab 
Labour Conference in Cairo.   
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AGENCIES 

THE Biden administration is 
moving one step closer to de-
veloping a central bank digital 
currency, known as the digital 
dollar, saying it would help re-
inforce the US role as a leader 
in the world financial system.

The White House said on 
Friday that after President Joe 
Biden issued an executive or-
der in March calling on a vari-
ety of agencies to look at ways 
to regulate digital assets, the 
agencies came up with nine re-
ports, covering cryptocurrency 
impacts on financial markets, 
the environment, innovation 
and other elements of the eco-
nomic system.

Treasury Secretary Janet 
Yellen said one Treasury rec-
ommendation is that the US 
“advance policy and techni-
cal work on a potential cen-
tral bank digital currency, 
or CBDC, so that the United 
States is prepared if CBDC is 
determined to be in the na-
tional interest.” “Right now, 
some aspects of our current 
payment system are too slow 
or too expensive,” Yellen said 
on a Thursday call with report-
ers laying out some of the find-
ings of the reports.

Central bank digital cur-
rencies differ from existing 
digital money available to the 
general public, such as the 
balance in a bank account, be-
cause they would be a direct li-
ability of the Federal Reserve, 
not a commercial bank.

According to the Atlan-
tic Council nonpartisan think 
tank, 105 countries represent-
ing more than 95% of global 
gross domestic product al-
ready are exploring or have 
created a central bank digital 

currency.
The council found that the 

US and the U.K. are far behind 
in creating a digital dollar or 
its equivalent.

Treasury, the Justice De-
partment, the Consumer Fi-
nance Protection Bureau, the 
Securities and Exchange Com-
mission and other agencies 
were tasked with contributing 
to reports that would address 

various concerns about the 
risks, development and usage 
of digital assets. Several re-
ports will come out in the next 
weeks and months.

Eswar Prasad, a trade pro-
fessor at Cornell who studies 
the digitization of currencies, 
said Treasury’s report “takes a 
positive view about how a digi-
tal dollar might play a useful 
role in increasing payment op-

tions for individuals and busi-
nesses” while acknowledging 
the risks of its development.

He said the report sets the 
stage for the creation of agen-
cy regulations and legislation 
“that can improve the benefit-
risk tradeoff associated with 
cryptocurrencies and related 
technologies.” 

The Blockchain Associa-
tion, which lobbies lawmakers 

on Capitol Hill, said in a state-
ment that the White House 
reports are “a missed opportu-
nity to cement US crypto lead-
ership.” 

“These reports focus on 
risks — not opportunities,” the 
statement reads, “and omit 
substantive recommendations 
on how the United States can 
promote its burgeoning crypto 
industry, including job crea-
tion, improvements to the fi-
nancial system, and expanded 
access for all Americans.” 

On Capitol Hill, lawmakers 
have submitted various pieces 
of legislation to regulate cryp-
tocurrency and other digital 
assets.

Sheila Warren, CEO of the 
Crypto Council for Innovation, 
said in an emailed statement 
that the report “seem to kick 
the can down the road” she 
said, “we don’t see clear rec-
ommendations.” 

The director of the Na-
tional Economic Council, Bri-
an Deese, told reporters that 
“we’ve seen in recent months 
substantial turmoil in crypto-
currency markets and these 
events really highlight how, 
without proper oversight, 
cryptocurrencies risk harming 
everyday Americans’ financial 
stability and our national se-
curity.” 

“It is why this administra-
tion believes that now more 
than ever,” he said, “prudent 
regulation of cryptocurrencies 
is needed.” 

He said on Friday that 
the Administration plans to 
“execute a comprehensive ac-
tion plan with priority steps 
to mitigate key risks of cryp-
tocurrencies — among others, 
money laundering and financ-
ing for terrorism.”

US Treasury Secretary Janet Yellen (right) in Lanham, Maryland recently. (AFP)

Treasury eyes exploring 
creation of a digital dollar

QCB GOVERNOR TAKES PART IN JEDDAH MEETINGUber probes 
hack on its 
computer 
systems

AGENCIES

THE ride-hailing compa-
ny said it was investigat-
ing after several internal 
communications and engi-
neering systems had been 
compromised.

The New York Times 
first reported the breach 
after the hacker sent im-
ages of email, cloud stor-
age and code repositories 
to the newspaper.

Uber staff were told 
not use the workplace 
messaging app Slack, the 
report said, quoting two 
employees.

Shortly before the 
Slack system was taken 
offline, Uber employees 
received a message that 
read: “I announce I am a 
hacker and Uber has suf-
fered a data breach.” 

It appeared that the 
hacker was later able to 
gain access to other internal 
systems, posting an explicit 
photo on an internal infor-
mation page for employees.

Uber said it was in 
touch with authorities 
about the breach.

There has been no in-
dication that Uber’s fleet 
of vehicles, its custom-
ers or payment data have 
been affected by the hack.

Uber pays a subscrip-
tion fee to HackerOne, 
a bug bounty platform 
based in California. Bug 
bounty programs are used 
by a lot of big businesses - 
essentially they pay ethical 
hackers to identify bugs.

Sam Curry, one of the 
bug bounty hunters, com-
municated with the Uber 
hacker. “It seems like 
they’ve compromised a lot 
of stuff,” he said.

Curry said he spoke to 
several Uber employees, 
who said they were “work-
ing to lock down every-
thing internally” to restrict 
the hacker’s access.

He said there was no 
indication that the hacker 
had done any damage or 
was interested in anything 
more than publicity.

Chris Evans, chief 
hacking officer for Hacker-
One, told the BBC: “We’re 
in close contact with 
Uber’s security team, have 
locked their data down, 
and will continue to assist 
with their investigation.”

AGENCIES 

APPLE’S iPhone 14 models 
contain a Qualcomm chip that 
can talk to satellites, but have 
additional custom-designed 
Apple components used in the 
phone’s biggest new feature, 
according to an analysis of the 
phone by iFixit and an Apple 
statement.

Apple released its iPhone 
14 lineup on Friday. One of 
the major new features is the 
ability to connect to satellites 
to send emergency messages 
when there is no WiFi or cel-
lular data connection.

Apple said earlier this 
month that the iPhone 14 

models contain new hardware 
that makes possible the emer-
gency message service, which 
Apple plans to turn on with 

a software update coming in 
November. Apple did not give 
details about the satellite-spe-
cific hardware.

iFixit, a San Luis Obispo, 
California-based firm that dis-
assembles iPhones and other 
consumer electronics to as-
sess how easily they can be 
repaired, took apart an iPhone 
14 Pro Max model on Friday, 
revealing a Qualcomm X65 
modem chip.

The Qualcomm chip pro-
vides 5G connectivity for cel-
lular networks but is also ca-
pable of using what is called 
band n53, the frequency 
band used by satellites from 
Globalstar.

Globalstar earlier this 
month announced a deal in 
which Apple will take up to 
85% of Globalstar’s satellite 

network capacity to enable 
Apple’s new emergency mes-
saging feature.

In a statement to Reu-
ters on Saturday, Apple said 
there is additional proprietary 
hardware and software in the 
iPhone 14 for the new messag-
ing feature.

“iPhone 14 includes cus-
tom radio frequency compo-
nents, and new software de-
signed entirely by Apple, that 
together enable Emergency 
SOS via satellite on new iP-
hone 14 models,” Apple said 
in a statement.

Qualcomm did not imme-
diately respond to a request 
for comment.

iPhone 14 has Qualcomm satellite modem, new Apple radio chips

Customers queue outside an Apple store for the launch of the new 
iPhone 14 in Tokyo recently. (AFP)

Uber pays a subscription 
fee to HackerOne, a bug 
bounty platform based 
in California. Bug bounty 
programs are used by a 
lot of big businesses - 
essentially they pay ethi-
cal hackers to identify 
bugs

Qatar Central Bank Governor HE Sheikh Bandar bin Mohammed bin Saoud al Thani participated in the 46th regular session of the Board of Governors of Arab Central Banks and 
Monetary Institutions in Jeddah on Sunday. During the meeting, they discussed a number of topics of common interest. (QNA)

Globalstar earlier this 
month announced a deal 
in which Apple will take up 
to 85% of Globalstar’s  
satellite network capacity 
to enable Apple’s new 
emergency messaging  
feature



Economy & Business

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK 
DOHA 

GALFAR Al Misnad conclud-
ed its annual Safe Driving 
Awareness campaign with a 
closing ceremony held at the 
company’s brand new Plant 
Base Workshop premises in 
Jery Al Samur, the company 
said in a statement on Sun-
day.

The leading contracting 
company has been conduct-
ing this campaign every year 
since 2006, with the objec-
tive to inculcate a safe driv-
ing culture and promote the 
responsible management of 
company vehicles and equip-
ment.

Members of the senior 
management team of Gal-
far were joined by Faisal al 
Hudawi, Community Reach 
Out Office Coordinator (Pub-
lic Relations Department) 
from the Ministry of Interior, 
in addressing the attendees 
at the event.

Speaking at the closing 
ceremony, Hudawi com-
mended Galfar for the com-
pany’s role in upholding and 
promoting a safe driving cul-
ture among employees. He 
also emphasised on the im-
portance of putting the les-
sons learnt into practice to 
ensure safety on the roads, 
especially in light of the up-
coming World Cup tourna-
ment.

“This year’s theme for 
the safe driving campaign 
was ‘Practice Safety. Know-
ing is Not Enough.’ Every 

employee plays a vital role 
in implementing best driving 
practices to reduce violations 
and accidents. Even if anoth-
er driver causes the danger, 
the utilisation of defensive 

driving skills can avert ac-
cidents.” said Anwar Sadath, 
Head of Plant division at Gal-
far.

 Navaneetha Shetty, Head 
of QHSE division at Galfar, 

added that it is important to 
be alert to potential mechani-
cal issues that can arise.

“Promptly acting on built 
in alerts given by vehicles 
and equipment play an im-
portant role in preventing 
bigger problems from hap-
pening on the road,” he said.

Galfar’s Plant Division 
manages an in-house fleet 
strength of more than 1,850 
vehicles and equipment, to 

enable the safe, reliable, and 
cost-efficient implementa-
tion of the company’s vast 
business operations in Qatar.

 More than 1,100 employ-
ees comprising of drivers, 
operators, and staff, ben-
efitted from the month long 
campaign. Various aware-
ness sessions were conducted 
by Galfar Al Misnad’s Senior 
HSE Officer Parag Gaikwad 
at different site locations as 

well as on the virtual plat-
form. At the end of each ses-
sion, the best drivers and op-
erators were recognized and 
rewarded.

The company has wit-
nessed a continual reduction 
in traffic violations and road 
traffic accidents. Consist-
ently providing awareness 
sessions to employees has 
largely contributed to these 
statistics.

Galfar Al Misnad has been conducting this campaign every year since 2006.

Galfar concludes month long safe 
driving awareness campaign

AGENCIES 

CHINESE consumer spend-
ing and factory output edged 
up in August but still were 
weak, official data showed 
Friday, and forecasters 
warned the second-largest 
economy is vulnerable to re-
peated shutdowns of cities to 
fight virus outbreaks.

Housing sales plummet-
ed while prices edged lower, 
adding to a slide in real es-
tate activity under pressure 
from a government campaign 
to control surging corporate 
debt that set off an economic 
slump in mid-2021.

“China’s economy held 
up slightly better than an-
ticipated last month, but 
momentum still weakened,” 
said Julian Evans-Pritchard 
of Capital Economics in a re-
port. “September is shaping 
up to be even worse.” Chinese 
leaders are trying to prop up 
economic growth that sank 
to 2.5% over a year earlier in 
the first six months of 2022, 
less than half the official 5.5% 
target, without big stimulus 
spending that might push up 
debt and housing costs.

Economists say this year’s 
Chinese economic growth 
might come in below 3%, less 
than half of last year’s 8.1%. 
The ruling Communist Party 
has stopped talking about be-
ing able to meet its 5.5% target.

Retail sales, one of Chi-
na’s most important eco-
nomic engines, rose 5.4% in 
August over a year earlier, 
double the previous month’s 

2.7% growth, according to the 
National Bureau of Statistics. 
That beat forecasts of 3.3%.

Factory output grew by 
4.2%, up from July’s 3.8% but 
still weak by Chinese stand-
ards. Investment in factories, 
real estate and other fixed as-
sets edged up to 5.8% from 
the previous month’s 5.7%.

China’s rebound from the 
pandemic was disrupted by 
anti-virus measures that shut 
down Shanghai and other 
industrial centers starting 
in March. Those restrictions 
have eased but controls have 
been temporarily reimposed 
on the southern business 

center of Shenzhen and other 
cities to control outbreaks.

The economy “remains at 
risk from future lockdowns,” 
said Robert Carnell of ING in 
a report.

The ruling party is sticking 
with a “zero COVID” strategy 
that calls for keeping the dis-
ease out of China by isolating 
every case. Officials have re-
sponded to complaints about 
the rising economic cost and 
social disruption by warning 
that lifting controls will lead 
to outbreaks that will be more 
expensive and destructive. 
Housing sales fell 30.3% from 
a year earlier, reflecting dis-

ruption as builders cope with 
tighter limits on their use of 
debt. Many buyers appear to 
be reluctant to spend after 
thousands of apartments that 
already were paid for were 
left unfinished, forcing local 
authorities in some areas to 
step in and try to complete 
them.

Prices paid for new homes 
declined 0.3% from July.

“As a major pool of Chi-
nese household wealth, this 
won’t help encourage spend-
ing,” said Carnell. “These 
numbers are likely to remain 
a blot on the economic land-
scape for quite a while.”

China’s consumer, factory activity 
improve in August but still weak

FFC launches mobile app to provide seamless services to customers
TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK

DOHA

AS part of its endeavors to 
better serve the needs of its 
customers and meet their 
day-to-day financial demands 
instantly, First Finance Com-
pany (FFC) has announced 
the launch of its mobile app to 
provide seamless services to 

its clients, the company said 
in a statement on Sunday.

The all-new FFC Online 
mobile app is a one-stop so-
lution aimed at providing 
customers with comprehen-
sive, convenient, and seam-
less access to financial ser-
vices, while also increasing 
the company’s digital services 
portfolio.

With the new mobile app, 
customers can apply for fi-
nance, check details, and track 
updates of their financial re-
cords without the need to visit 
any FFC branch, receive live 
notifications via email and 
SMS, discover promotions 
and special offers, view prod-
ucts, locate branches, and ac-
cess the company’s contact 

details and working hours. 
Customers will also have 

access to First Finance’s so-
cial media channels and for-
eign currency conversion 
rates.

FFC continues to develop 
innovative solutions to pro-
vide customers with the most 
advanced and hassle-free ser-
vices in line with its relent-

less efforts to meet the ever-
changing needs of its growing 
technology-savvy clientele. 

FFC Online mobile app is 
available for use by custom-
ers on all iOS and Android 
smart devices. 

First Finance Company 
was founded in November 
1999 as the first finance com-
pany in the State of Qatar reg-

ulated by the Central Bank of 
Qatar. It focuses on meeting 
the financial needs of its cus-
tomers through a full range of 
top-quality Shari’a-compliant 
financial services. 

The company serves Qa-
tari nationals and expatri-
ates, as well as a big sector 
of Small and Medium Enter-
prises (SMEs).

A vendor (centre) talks with a customer at his spices stall at a market in Beijing recently. (AFP)

‘PRACTICE SAFETY. KNOWING IS NOT ENOUGH’ ROAD CAMPAING

The leading contracting company has been conducting 
this campaign every year since 2006, with the objective to 
inculcate a safe driving culture and promote the responsi-
ble management of company vehicles and equipment.

Loop Energy says new  
hydrogen fuel cell more  
efficient than diesel engine

AGENCIES 

HYDROGEN fuel cell maker 
Loop Energy said on Sunday 
that its latest cell system can 
deliver better fuel economy 
than a diesel engine at current 
price levels.

The Burnaby, British Co-
lumbia-based company said 
that - based on a pan-European 
diesel cost of $1.91 per litre on 
September 5 and $10 per kg of 
hydrogen - a truck could travel 
just over 111 miles (179 km) on 
$100 worth of fuel using its 
new S1200 hydrogen fuel cell 
system versus a little over 109 
miles for an equivalent diesel 
truck.

As the auto industry makes 
the shift to zero-emission elec-
tric vehicles (EVs), big freight 
truck makers like Daimler 
Truck and Volvo are investing 
heavily in hydrogen fuel cells to 
haul freight long distances be-
cause batteries weigh too much 
to make electric trucks viable.

Hydrogen fuel cells run 
hydrogen through a catalyst 

that produces energy and heat 
to power a small battery that 
drives the truck - the only emis-
sion from these cells is water.

Hydrogen fuel cells have 
faced two challenges for broad 
adoption: they have so far been 
less efficient than diesel and 
fuelling infrastructure in Eu-
rope is virtually non-existent.

Nyland said the new cell 
system essentially addresses 
the first of those challenges.

“This brings the future for-
ward,” Loop Energy Chief Ex-
ecutive Ben Nyland told Reu-
ters. “This product delivers the 
economics that are needed for 
adoption today.” 

Nyland said that Loop En-
ergy aims to provide the fuel 
cell system to startup truck 
makers and as part of hydrogen 
powertrains provided to big 
truck makers by major suppli-
ers.

The company’s biggest 
shareholder is U.S. engine 
maker Cummins, which holds 
a more than 20% stake in Loop 
Energy.

Hydrogen fuel cells run hydrogen through a catalyst that produces en-
ergy and heat to power a small battery that drives the truck - the only 
emission from these cells is water.
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QAC launches the fourth generation  
of The All-New Outlander in Qatar
   The Exterior – It’s confident, it’s tough, it’s majestic   Advanced driver-assistance system and safety features

Q
ATAR Automobiles Com-
pany (QAC), the authorised 
general distributor of Mit-
subishi Motors in Qatar, 
launched the fourth genera-

tion of the much-anticipated Outland-
er flagship SUV in a special ceremony 
held at its showroom on Slawa Road.

The launching ceremony was at-
tended by Frank Zauner, General 
Manager, Qatar Automobiles Com-
pany, Haitham Ebef, General Sales 
Manager, and Karim Monier, Market-
ing Manager for Qatar Automobiles 
Company, in addition to media rep-
resentatives, Social Media influencers 
and guests.

This premium quality seven-seater 
Outlander received a complete design 
overhaul and features rugged perfor-
mance that’s perfect for today’s dy-
namic environment as well as innova-
tive technology which can enhance the 
driving experience in more ways than 
one! Additionally, this safety-centric 
model comes equipped with a host of 
advanced features that ensure occu-
pants remain safe at all times.

The Outlander is an SUV that’s 
been around for nearly two decades 
and has grown in popularity year after 
year. Since 2001, Mitsubishi Motors 
sold over 2.6 million units of the Out-
lander series globally.

Frank Zauner, General Manager, 
Qatar Automobiles Company said: 
“We are thrilled to launch the fourth 
generation of the new Outlander in 
Qatar, which is distinguished with Its 
upgraded design and features. This 
vehicle adopts Mitsubishi Motors’ 
philosophy to cope with now-a-days 
demands while reflecting QAC’s un-
wavering commitment to present the 
best and latest models of the brand in 
Qatar. we will continue to meet our 
customers’ expectations and enhance 
our leading position in the market, 
and we stay confident that the new 
Outlander will gain the trust and ad-
miration of customers in various cat-
egories”.

Yutaka Yano, President at Mit-
subishi Motors Middle East and Af-
rica, said: “The all-new Outlander is a 
game changer for Mitsubishi Motors, 
with its strong product appeal and 
the prospect of completely reshaping 
customers’ opinion about not only this 
specific model but the entire brand. In 
the Middle East, customers are look-
ing for more than just a car, they want 
a vehicle that has all its bases covered 
- from utility and versatility to fea-
tures and packages; exterior design/
interior styling. The Outlander we 
have designed will continue attract-
ing new customers through these im-
proved product attributes which in-
clude enhanced drivability, better fuel 
economy, among others.”

The Exterior – It’s confident, 
it’s tough, it’s majestic, it’s the 
all-new Outlander

The Outlander’s exterior design 
portrays a confident and strong per-
sonality, achieved through the “Bold 
Stride” design concept. To express 
a bold aura and a sense of presence 
and stability, the strong, horizontal-
themed proportion from front to rear, 
is contrasted with broad surface lines 
paired up by sharp edges and comple-
mented with a large-diameter 20-inch 
alloy wheels and overhanging fenders 
that highlight the wide body.

The front of the all-new Outlander 
enjoys Mitsubishi Motors’ distinc-
tive next generation Dynamic Shield 
which aids in enhancing the vehicle’s 
front look, increasing protection, and 
improving performance. The sharp 
looking front combination lights 
which house daytime running lights 
and turn signals are positioned higher 
to provide better visibility for other 

drivers as well as pedestrians. On the 
contrary, the low-positioned head 
lights provide better distant lighting 
without impairing the vision of on-
coming drivers.

Inspired by the rear-mounted 
spare tire of the Pajero, the Outland-
er’s tailgate has a hexagonal motif 
that appears to have been cut from 
one whole surface. This design choice 
of the upper part is meant to express 
the stability and security this SUV of-
fers while lower part represents its 
strong performance capabilities. The 
horizontal-themed T-shaped taillights 
emphasize the width of the body and 
enhance recognition.

Performance – Rugged engi-
neering maximizes performance 
and driver confidence

The newly developed platform of 
the Outlander greatly improves 
collision safety and achieves a 
high level of steering stabil-
ity. For the first time ever, 
Mitsubishi Motors has 
used an ultra-high tensile 
strength steel sheet with hot 
stamping around the cabin 
to create a high-strength 
cabin structure with lit-
tle deformation while also 
achieving weight reduc-
tion. Adopting connected 
cyclic structures around 
the engine compartment 
and cabin increased flex-
ural and torsional rigidity 

of the body over that of the previous 
generation. The multi-link suspension 
and dual pinion electric power steer-
ing enhance the overall ride comfort 
and provide operability with a direct, 
linear feel. This greatly improves 
traceability during cornering as well 
as linear stability and provides driv-
ing pleasure. 

Available in 2WD and 4WD op-
tions, the all-new Outlander enjoys a 
newly developed 2.5L gasoline engine 
which produces an improved maxi-
mum power. Fuel efficiency has also 
improved by 2.6 percent.

Used in the center coupling device 
that conducts front and rear torque 
distribution, the 4WD models enjoy 
an electronically controlled 4WD in-
corporating a hydraulic clutch oper-

ated by an electric motor, in addition 
to the improved S-AWC integrated 
vehicle dynamics control system. The 
Brake AYC (Active Yaw Control) is 
adopted on the rear wheels as well, to 
provide front and rear wheel-distrib-
uted-control.

Sensors detect the steering angle, 
yaw rate, driving torque, brake pres-
sure, wheel speed, and other factors to 
identify driver operation and vehicle 
status continuously and accurately. 
When turning, the Brake AYC opti-
mizes the difference in drive force and 
braking force between the front and 
rear, right and left wheels to improve 
tire gripping ability to allow the driver 
to steer as desired.

In the 2WD option, Brake AYC 
for front and rear wheel-distributed-
control was also employed to achieve 
integrated control with ASC (Active 
Stability Control) and ABS (Anti-lock 
Braking System) to maintain driving 
stability on a variety of road surfaces.

The all-new Outlander has several 
drive modes that allow the driver to 
select the vehicle driving character-
istics that are optimal for a variety of 
operation styles and driving situations 
via a dial located in the center console. 
There are six modes for the 4WD op-
tions and five for the 2WD ones. Drive 
modes include “Normal” for city com-
mute, “Tarmac” for sporty driving on 
paved roads, “Gravel” for high traction 
performance and stability on unpaved 
roads, “Snow” for snowy and other 
slippery roads, and “Mud” to increase 
road handling ability on muddy roads, 
in deep snow and similar conditions. 

The Interior: A comfortable 
sanctuary for the whole family

The linear instrument panel with 
a powerful horizontal tone gives the 
vehicle a spacious and roomy look 
while producing a functional form 

that makes it easy to see the changes 
in the vehicle’s position. The up-

per part is covered with a soft 
padding wrapped in leather, 
and intricate stitching to 
project a high-quality feel. 
The door panels feature a 
large area of door inserts, 
and the same soft padding 
as the instrument panel 
and floor console sides is 
used to create a luxurious 
and comfortable space. 

The interior color vari-
ations of the P-Line fea-
ture genuine leather seats 
of light gray and black. The 
instrument panel and door 

trim are the same color, and real alu-
minum is used in the shift panel. Sad-
dle tan accent color and semi-aniline 
leather seats are also available as an 
option for the P-Line. The H-Line fea-
tures black suede combination seats 
and piano black interior material, 
while the M-Line offers light gray or 
black fabric material seats and piano 
black interior material. 

Two types of meters are available 
in the all-new Outlander, depending 
on the trim. The 12.3-inch full digital 
driver display equipped with a Mitsub-
ishi Motors’ first full-screen, full- color 
liquid high-definition crystal display 
shows a variety of content in an unclut-
tered manner on a large screen. The 
display is also equipped with a custom-
ization function that allows for infor-
mation to be freely combined and ex-
hibited. The other high-contrast meter 
is a 7-inch multi-information display 
which shows simple arrow navigation 
in the central information display, it 
utilizes the high recognition advantage 
of an analog display while producing a 
high-quality look with a stereoscopic 
dial and decorated indicator needle.

Available on certain trims, a large 
9-inch screen for the center display 
which is equipped with Smartphone-
link Display Audio navigation system. 

To provide driving information 
safely and more quickly, Mitsubishi 
Motors has for the first time installed 
a windshield-type 10.8-inch Head-Up 
Display (HUD) to project in full color 
critical information required for driv-
ing. The driver can manually turn the 
HUD ON/OFF and customize the 
displayed content. Multiple types of 
information can be displayed simul-
taneously. In addition to driving in-
formation and warnings, such as lane 
departure, the displayed content can 
also be navigation and audio infor-
mation through a link with the center 
display.

Premium materials, require pre-
mium technology. The all-new Out-
lander enjoys 10-speaker premium 
Bose sound system. Combining large 
door woofers with dual subwoofers 
provides a powerful deep bass and a 
high-quality sound like a live perfor-
mance. 

The all-new Outlander is a three-
row seven-seat family SUV, which is 
unique in its class. The seats can be 
flexibly arranged with multiple config-
urations to suit the number of passen-
gers and accommodate their luggage. 
The second- row seats have a sliding 
and reclining function, as well as a 
4:2:4 split division, allowing two adult 
passengers to comfortably sit in the 
second row even when carrying long 
items such as skis. 

Space for storing smartphones is 
provided in the center console tray, 
center console side pockets, driver’s 
seat back pocket, and quarter trim 
pockets. 

Safety: Advanced driver-as-
sistance system and safety fea-
tures

Safety features in the all-new Out-
lander are as advanced as every other 
aspect of this car. Those features in-
clude, Forward Collision Mitigation 
System (FCM), Adaptive Cruise Con-
trol (ACC), Lane Departure Warning 
(LDA), Blind Spot Warning (BSW), 
Lane Change Assist (LCA), Rear Cross 
Traffic Alert (RCTA), Driver Attention 
Alert (DAA), Rear Automatic Emer-
gency Braking (Rear AEB) and Multi 
Around Monitor.

The front center airbag for the 
driver’s seat and side airbags for the 
second-row seats are equipped as 
standard, and a total of 7 airbags are 
installed. In case of a side collision, 
the front center airbag deploys be-
tween the driver’s seat and front pas-
senger seat.



62 Days to go

When I was younger Canada took me in. 
Being able to represent my country in a World 
Cup would be an amazing experience.  
 – Alphonso DaviesMONDAY, SEPTEMBER 19, 2022

WHEN John Herdman 
switched from coaching 
Canada’s women to take 

charge of the country’s men, it 
was widely viewed as a back-
wards step.
The Englishman looked at the time 
to be trading the elite for also-rans; 
a team he had led to two Olympic 
medals, and which was bound for 
gold, for a side languishing 94th 
on the FIFA World Rankings. 
Even the tag of also-rans be-
stowed a little too much credit. 
After all, Canada’s men hadn’t 
just come up short in recent 
FIFA World Cup qualifying races 
– they’d never even made it to 
the starting blocks. It was well 
over 20 years since the team 
had progressed to the Hexagonal, 
Concacaf’s final stage of qualify-
ing, and no-one in the US, Mexico 
or elsewhere came into the Qatar 
2022 preliminaries quaking in 
their boots about the threat from 
the region’s north.
How was it possible, therefore, 
that the Canucks not only quali-
fied, but did so as Concacaf’s 
leading team – and with a game 
to spare?  Veteran goalkeeper 
Milan Borjan needed no time to 
answer that question. “I can just 
say two words: John Herdman. 
That’s it,” he said. 
Herdman is, as Borjan reflected, 
Canada’s miracle man. He has 
also proved himself to be a gam-
bler bold and canny enough to 
identify, and stake his reputation 
on, an opportunity that justi-
fied the hefty risk. That fateful, 
hazardous-looking move from 
coaching Christine Sinclair and 
Co had, he explained, been based 
on a belief that leading the men 
to a World Cup “could change the 
game in this country”. Vindication 
has been suitably sweet.
But with that first, monumental 
mission accomplished, Herd-
man finds himself faced with a 
dilemma. His strategy thus far 
has been based on ambition, and 
a lot of it, with Canada’s spec-
tacular, table-topping success in 
qualifying no less than he had de-
manded before a ball was kicked. 
Dare he take the same approach 
at the country’s first World Cup 
in 36 years, with Croatia and 
Belgium – both medal-winners 
at the last edition – among the 
colossuses lying in wait?
He tells FIFA+ how he will han-
dle the “gift and curse” of being 

World Cup underdogs. Excerpts

On key priorities between now 
and the World Cup..
One of the internal priorities 
has been scouting our oppo-
nents and looking at ways we 
can hopefully close the qualita-
tive gap that, as underdogs, 
we’ll need to deal with. There’s 
also a lot of work going into 
looking at the mindset of the 
group and how we tweak the 
culture to bring another level of 
performance out of them and 
put in place a tactical blueprint 
that gives us a chance to really 
compete. 

Closing that gap with the likes 
of USA and Mexico..
In June, we spent some time 
with the team looking at what 
got us here – to the top of Con-
cacaf and back to the World Cup 
for the first time in 36 years. We 
were able to identify a lot of key 
elements, whether that was the 
brotherhood, the team spirit the 
players worked on and which 
kept the team on track, or the 
maverick ability of our forwards 
and our fullbacks, or our transi-
tional quality. In Concacaf, we 
were the best in certain areas 
and one of those was scoring 
goals when the opposition was 
disorganised. 
We were looking at all those ele-
ments but what we also saw is 
that what got us here won’t get 
us there, and by there I mean 
success on the global stage. 
Success in Concacaf doesn’t 
translate to success at the World 
Cup – this will be a completely 
different jungle for these players. 
We’ll be a genuine underdog in 

every single game and while that 
mentality of the underdog is an 
absolute gift, it’s a curse at the 
same time. We’ve had to explore 
that. We’ve had to look closely 
at what will be different and what 
we’ll have to change to inspire 
a nation and what it will take 
for these players to get out and 
really enjoy this World Cup – and 
enjoy it by competing.

On that psychological side of 
things and underdog mentality..
Well, for me, mindset will always 
undermine structure and always 
undermine skillset, so it has 
to be the most important part 
of this. We can have a great 
tactical blueprint, do months and 
months of scouting on these 
top teams, but if the mindset is 
not right it will undermine all of 
that. That’s why we’ve put a huge 
focus in that area and it’s why 
we do need to be careful about 
that underdog mentality because 
underpinning that is the implica-
tion you’re not good enough. 
We’ve tried to flip that and 
looked to unpack the David-v-Go-
liath concept, because there’s no 
doubt we’re going to face two of 
the giants of world football. We 
can’t play those games conven-
tionally, match up the way normal 
teams might – we’ve got to look 
to be different and find that X 
factor. To do that, we wanted to 
look at all the reasons why David 
was favoured to win that battle, 
and then looking at how we can 
be favourites in these matches – 
to think differently. 

On how easy or tough it has 
been to set expectations and 
ambitions..
That was what the meetings in 

June were all about for us, and it 
could never be a case of me just 
pulling some goals and objec-
tives out of a hat. Those goals 
must be founded in real confi-
dence that they can be realised. 
Our targets for Concacaf were al-
ways pioneering, over-achieving, 
and this group embraced that 
mindset of using every camp 
we have together to break new 
ground and make history. 
What they have now is a knowl-
edge that if you believe some-
thing is possible and commit 
your mind to it, it really is pos-
sible. Even at the start of this 
journey – my very first meeting 
with the players back in 2018 
– I told them, ‘I’m not here to 
prepare you to qualify, or to win 
this match we have coming up. 
I’m here to get you ready over 
four years to be the first Canada 
team to score, to get a result 
and progress out of a World Cup 
group stage.’ Back in 2018, the 
players were scratching their 
heads, thinking, ‘Who the hell is 
this guy?’ But now they believe.

On Alphonso Davies and his 
promise to donate his World 
Cup earnings to charity..
He’s just a high-quality individual. 
I think everyone sees that. He’s 
got a big heart and his unique 
experiences in life, coming from 
a war-torn country, have clearly 
made him the kind of person 
he is, with the kind of values he 
has. It was a wonderful gesture 
and, as a global superstar, 
money is obviously not his big-
gest motivator. There are some 
Canadian players who’re not 
anywhere near that same finan-
cial level and those World Cup 
earnings will be very important 

to them. But Alphonso’s done a 
great thing there and we’re all 
proud of him for it.

On maintaining the feelgood 
factor..
It’s critical. But international 
football is a strange environment 
because you have these pockets 
of time and March, when we 
qualified, already seems like a 
million years ago. Then June was 
a bit disrupted because we had a 
dual focus of trying to prepare for 
the World Cup but also looking to 
get into the final four of the Na-
tions League. This month (which 
brings friendlies against Uruguay 
and Qatar) is a big one for us 
because we’ve never played a 
game out of Concacaf since my 
very first game against New Zea-
land four years ago. Those new 
experiences, of playing a genu-
ine tier-one nation in Uruguay 
with tier-one threats all over the 
field, will test us in ways that we 
haven’t been tested before. 

On the draw, group..
That’s it exactly: pure excitement 
for the players, staff, fanbase 
– the entire country really. We 
could have looked around and 
thought, ‘Well, if we’d ended up 
in that other group, we’d have 
had a better chance of getting 
out.’ But the story wouldn’t have 
been the same. When Belgium 
and Croatia came out of the hat, 
we were just rubbing our hands, 
saying, ‘This is going to be an 
amazing experience’. We want to 
be ready to embrace that World 
Cup experience and, for me, the 
big thing is not constraining the 
players in any way by placing 
ridiculous expectations on them 
or make it feel like it’s a heavy 

burden that they’re carrying. We 
want to create a freedom and 
have them go in against the De 
Bruynes, Lukakus, Modrics and 
relish that chance of pushing 
their limits against these im-
mortals of the game. As coach, 
I know that I’ll either be a hero 
or a zero. That’s how the busi-
ness goes. I’ll either be lauded 
being a tactical genius or I’ll be 
slated for being naïve. But just 
as I want the players to play with 
freedom, I want to make deci-
sions with that same freedom.  

On watching Maradona play in 
1986..
It’s just such a special time in 
people’s lives. There’s all the 
excitement and anticipation in 
the build-up with the World Cup 
fixture charts in the newspapers, 
the Panini cards, and by the time 
the tournament comes around 
– with the theme song and TV 
production – you don’t really 
care who’s playing in that first 
game. For me, the World Cup 
was everything. Those days – it 
was summer in the UK, so you’d 
be down the field pretending to 
be [Michel] Platini, Glenn Hoddle 
or Gary Lineker with his wrist-
band on – were just the best 
of your life.  I remember being 
up at all hours with my dad to 
watch England play – those are 
special memories. Even now, I’m 
conscious that as I go so deep 
into the work, and the detail 
of preparing everything for the 
matches, I don’t want to lose 
that feeling I had as a kid. I keep 
wanting to provoke that with my 
players too, telling them to bring 
that childish spirit to this World 
Cup environment. I think it will 
stand us in good stead.

Canada must find an X factor in Qatar, says Herdman 
who’s led them to their first FIFA World Cup in 36 years

Al Shaqab will be represented strongly through equestrian 
events during FIFA World Cup Qatar: Omar Al Mannai

QNA
DOHA

THE sport of equestrian is a 
part of Qatari heritage and leg-
acy also linked with the tour-
ism aspect of Qatar and will be 
strongly represented through 
equestrian events during the 
forthcoming FIFA World Cup 
Qatar 2022, according to Omar 
Al Mannai, Commercial Direc-
tor of Al Shaqab – Member of 
Qatar Foundation, and Vice-
President of the Higher Or-
ganizing Committee of Qatar 
Equestrian Tour – Longines 
Hathab annual championship.

“Al Shaqab (an equestrian 
centre of excellence with world 
class facilities) will be open to 
visitors during the World Cup, 
especially since Al Shaqab is 
also located in the vicinity of 
the Education City Stadium 
– one of the FIFA World Cup 
Qatar 2022 stadiums,” he said.

“Al Shaqab pays great at-
tention to Arabian horses and 
in achieving excellence in the 
field of equestrianism which 
has gradually developed and is 
closely linked to the purebred 
Arabian horses in Qatar. Al 
Shaqab seeks to lay down a set 
of foundations and enhance the 
field of equestrianism to ensure 
the preservation of the coun-
try’s cultural heritage passed 
on by previous generations, 

and to work to hand it on to fu-
ture generations,” he added.

Al Mannai stressed that vis-
itors will get to see, “Al Shaqab 
as a leading global center in 
the world of horses which is 
committed to the passion of 
Arabian horses and in reach-
ing the highest levels of horse 
welfare, production, equestrian 
education, research and devel-
opment with a commitment to 
developing and integrating its 
assets and human resources 
and optimizing it in order to 
achieve sustainability and posi-
tive interaction.

“Al Shaqab is one of the 
beacon of tourism in the coun-
try that will play a major role 
during the World Cup.”

Speaking about the on-
going sixth season of Lon-
gines Hathab, organized by Al 
Shaqab in cooperation with 
the Qatar Equestrian Federa-
tion, Al Mannai said that the 
championship is in continuous 
development and is witnessing 
a rise in the performance levels 
of riders as witnessed in the 
first two rounds of the cham-
pionship so far. He pointed 
out that many of the riders are 

well prepared having trained 
in camps besides buying new 
horses which has had a clear 
impact on the development 
and rise of the sport at the base.

The Commercial Director 
of Al Shaqab - a member of Qa-
tar Foundation, stressed that 
the equestrian schools in Qatar 
are a major source and inspira-
tion for the young and are con-
tributing to the number of rid-
ers this season and in previous 
seasons.

“The riders and their fami-
lies are keen to develop their 
performance levels, especially 
since equestrian is among the 
many sports that enjoy great 
interest in the Qatari society,” 
said Al Mannai.

He also stressed that Lon-
gines Hathab is open to all citi-
zens and residents and all nation-
alities, gender and age groups.

The Longines Hathab 
championship despite a break 
for the World Cup will go the 

distance as each season and Al 
Shaqab will host international 
championships including CHI 
Al Shaqab and Longines Global 
Champions Tour on schedule 
and as per the international 
calendar.

Al Mannai said that Lon-
gines - Hathab continues 
to achieve the goals having 
achieved great success and 
having exceeded expectations 
providing a huge leap to eques-
trianism in the country.

Success in Concacaf doesn’t 
translate to success at the 
World Cup – this will be a 
completely different jungle 
for these players. We’ll be a 
genuine underdog in every 
single game and while that 
mentality of the underdog is 
an absolute gift, it’s a curse 
at the same time. We’ve had 
to explore that. 
John Herdman, Canada coach

Omar Al Mannai, Commercial Director of Al Shaqab - Member of Qatar 
Foundation, and Vice-Chairman of the Higher Organizing Committee of 
Qatar Equestrian Tour – Longines Hathab.

A view of the outdoor arena of the spectacular Al Shaqab centre for equestrian excellence.

 Al Shaqab is one of the beacon of tourism in the 
country that will play a major role during the World Cup.

Bayern Munich’s Canadian midfielder Alphonso Davies reacts during the 
Bundesliga match between FC Augsburg in Augsburg, southern Ger-
many, on Saturday. Davies has promised to donate all his Qatar World 
Cup earnings to charity. (AFP)



Sports

Juventus beaten in Monza in new blow 
for Allegri as Di Maria sees red

STATS PERFORM/DPA
BERLIN 

ANGEL Di Maria saw red as 
struggling Juventus fell to a 
1-0 defeat at Monza in Serie A, 
with substitute Christian Gytk-
jaer scoring a 74th-minute win-
ner on Sunday.

With head coach Massimil-
iano Allegri not on the bench 
through suspension, the Bi-
anconeri put in a poor display 
as Di Maria was sent off for an 
elbow on Armando Izzo before 
half-time.

The visitors’ sloppy per-
formance was punished 16 
minutes from time as Gytkjaer 
slammed home from a Patrick 
Ciurria’s cross.

A first league defeat of the 
season for Allegri’s men means 
they lose more ground on Serie 

A’s early pace-setters, adding 
to the scrutiny of the coach.

Monza started brightly with 
Nicolo Rovella, on loan from 
Juventus, flashing a volley wide 
of the left post.

Izzo missed a great chance 
to break the early deadlock as 
he headed over from a Marlon 
Santos cross, before Patrick 
Ciurria’s side-footed effort was 
just off the mark.

Juventus struggled to get 
going, with Dusan Vlahovic fi-
nally registering their first shot 
on target in the 28th minute 
with a tame attempt that was 
easily saved.

The Bianconeri were down 
to 10 men before the break, as 
Di Maria saw red for a petulant 

elbow in the chest of Izzo as the 
two battled for possession.

After the interval, the home 
side’s Dany Mota should have 
done better when he turned a 
cross past the post, before Ju-
ventus goalkeeper Mattia Perin 
made a smart stop to keep out 
Carlos Augusto’s powerful shot.

The hosts finally got their 
reward when Gytkjaer smashed 
home from Ciurria’s deflected 
cross to spark wild celebrations 
from the home faithful.

Juventus pushed for an 
equaliser, but an easily saved 
Moise Kean header was as 
close as they came, making it 
now five games without a vic-
tory in all competitions for the 
Turin giants.

STATS PERFORM/DPA

ARSENAL returned to the Pre-
mier League summit with a 
dominant 3-0 victory at Brent-
ford, where Fabio Vieira scored 
on his first league start on Sun-
day.

Mikel Arteta’s side saw 
their winning start ended 
by defeat at Manchester United 
in their previous league match, 
but they responded in emphat-
ic fashion to move a point clear 
of Manchester City and Totten-
ham.

First-half goals from Wil-
liam Saliba and Gabriel Jesus 
put Arsenal in control, before 
Vieira - in for the injured Mar-
tin Odegaard - added a brilliant 
third after the interval.

With the points safe, Ethan 
Nwaneri, aged just 15 years and 
181 days, became the young-
est player in Premier League 
history as he appeared from 
the Arsenal bench for the clos-
ing stages.

Gabriel Martinelli slipped 
to spurn a glorious chance in-
side two minutes, but Arsenal 
soon punished Brentford for 
a timid start with two goals in 
quick succession.

Saliba met Bukayo Saka’s 
corner with a near-post glance, 
which bounced off David Raya’s 
right post and over the line be-
fore the goalkeeper could react, 
and then Jesus nodded in from 
Granit Xhaka’s left-wing cross.

Saka and Kieran Tierney 
both fired off target from pre-
sentable opportunities, while 
Bryan Mbuemo flicked wide at 
the other end as Arsenal domi-
nated the first half.

Vieira marked his full de-
but by whipping past Raya and 
in off the post from outside 
the area four minutes after the 
break.

Ivan Toney volleyed just 
over from an inventive free-
kick routine, before Raya ex-
pertly denied a fizzing Jesus 
drive and a curling Saka effort 
as Brentford rarely threatened 
an unlikely comeback.

Arsenal have the upcoming 
international break to prepare 
for the visit of Tottenham on 
October 1, when Brentford visit 
Bournemouth.
Premier League Sunday Results
Brentford 0 vs Arsenal 3
Manchester United vs Leeds 
United postponed
Everton 1 vs West Ham United 0

Qatar defeated hosts Bahrain 2-0 in their final Group B match of the 
AFC U20 Asian Cup Uzbekistan 2023 Qualifiers to make the Finals of 
the tournament at the Sheikh Ali Bin Mohammed Al Khalifa Stadium in 
Arad, Bahrain, on Sunday. The 10 group winners and five best second-
placed teams join hosts Uzbekistan in the Finals with Group H – to be 
contested by Australia, Iraq, India and Kuwait – to be decided in October.

Vieira strikes on full PL debut 
as Arsenal return to top

Arsenal’s Portuguese midfielder Fabio Vieira (L) celebrates scoring the 
team’s third goal during the English Premier League match against 
Brentford at the Gtech Community Stadium in London on Sunday. (AFP)

ARSENAL midfielder Ethan Nwan-
eri has become the youngest 
player to make an appearance in 
the Premier League. He came on 
as a substitute during his side’s 
3-0 win over Brentford aged 15 
years and 181 days on Sunday. 
Here’s a look at the other young-
est players to feature in Eng-
land’s top-flight since 1992.

Harvey Elliott (Fulham) 
- 16 years, 30 days 
THE midfielder came off the 
bench during Fulham’s 1-0 loss 
at Wolverhampton Wanderers in 
May 2019. He made one other 
brief appearance for the Cottag-
ers that season before moving 
to Liverpool, where he has 
played 14 times in the top-flight.

Matthew Briggs (Fulham) 
- 16 years, 65 days 
THE left-back became the Premier 
League’s youngest ever player 
when he replaced Moritz Voltz in 
Fulham’s 3-1 defeat at Middles-

brough in May 2007. He made 
29 appearances for the Cottag-
ers. Since leaving permanently 
in 2015 he has played for a 
number of clubs in the English 
lower leagues and Denmark 
and currently plays for Gosport 
Borough. A former England 
Under-21 international, he now 

represents Guyana.

Isaiah Brown (West Bromwich 
Albion) - 16 years, 117 days 
THE midfielder, now 19, made 
his top-flight debut for Albion 
as a late substitute in their 3-2 
loss at home to Wigan in May 
2013. He joined Chelsea that 
summer but only made one 
substitute appearance for the 
Blues’ first team. After a host 
of loan spells away from Stam-
ford Bridge, he joined Preston 
in 2021 but was released this 
year following an injury-hit cam-
paign and is currently without 
a club.

Aaron Lennon (Leeds) 
- 16 years, 129 days 
AT the time, the winger became 
the youngest Premier League 
player when he came off the 
bench for Leeds at Tottenham 
in a 2-1 loss in August 2003. 
A move to Spurs happened two 
years later and he went on to 

win 21 England caps. After 10 
years at White Hart Lane, Len-
non joined Everton in 2015. He 
has since had two spells with 
Burnley either side of a year 
playing in Turkey, but is currently 
a free agent.

Jose Baxter (Everton) 
- 16 years, 191 days 
A 3-2 home defeat to Blackburn 
in 2008 saw Baxter make his 
Everton debut as a 78th-minute 
substitute. He made 13 sub-
stitute appearances and two 
starts before leaving for Oldham 
in 2012. In July 2015 he was 
suspended by the Football 
Association for failing an out-
of-competition drugs test while 
at Sheffield United, who then 
suspended him in 2016 for an 
unspecified reason. He rejoined 
Everton and then Oldham, 
before signing for Plymouth in 
2019. He retired aged 29 in 
2021, after a year playing in 
America. (PA Media/DPA)

QATAR QUALIFY FOR AFC 
U20 ASIAN CUP FINALS
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TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

THE Supreme Committee for 
Delivery & Legacy (SC) will 
host a series of webinars to 
outline the Hayya Card process 
for fans planning to attend the 
FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022.

The webinars will begin on 
Tuesday 20 September. Organ-
ised by the SC’s Hayya Team, 
they will cover Hayya benefits, 

the fan journey, registration 
process, accommodation and 
support. 

They will also detail Hayya 
integration with a user’s ac-
commodation status – which 

depends on whether they are a 
resident, visitor or day trip ap-
plicant. Webinars will be deliv-
ered in English and Arabic.

Hayya is mandatory for all 
ticket holders who attend this 

year’s tournament, which will 
take place from 20 November 
to 18 December. It will act as 
an entry permit to Qatar for 
international fans and provide 
access to tournament sites, 

including stadiums and the 
FIFA Fan Festival. Hayya will 
also offer free public transport 
throughout the tournament 
and other benefits. 

Saeed Al Kuwari, Hayya 

Operations Director, said: 
“Thousands of fans from across 
the world have already success-
fully applied for Hayya. These 
webinars have been organised 
to help those fans who still 
have questions about the pro-
cess and to help smooth their 
applications.”

Fans who wish to tune in to 
a webinar should register first. 
Following registration, an invi-
tation link will be provided. For 
queries, email hayyatraining@
sc.qa. Webinar dates – 20 Sep-
tember -3-4pm; 27 September-
3-4pm; 4 October - 3-4pm; 11 
October - 3-4pm; 18 October 
- 3-4pm; 25 October - 3-4pm; 
27 October - 3-4pm. Fans who 
need Hayya support can email 
info@hayya.qa or call (+974) 
4441 2022 (international fans) 
/ 2022 (Qatar-based fans).

Fans invited to attend Hayya Card webinars organised by SC
Every FIFA World 

Cup Qatar 2022 
ticket holder will 

need to apply  
for Hayya

YOUNGEST PREMIER LEAGUE PLAYERS AS ARSENAL’S NWANERI BREAKS RECORD

Arsenal’s 15-year-old midfielder 
Ethan Nwaneri during the match 
against Brentford in London  
on Sunday. (AFP)

Al Sailiya to meet Al 
Sadd as Ooredoo Cup 

action begins today
TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK

DOHA

DEFENDING champions Al 
Sailiya will meet Al Sadd in 
the opening match in Group A 
of 2022-2023 season Ooredoo 
Cup at the Hamad bin Khalifa 
Stadium on Monday. 

Al Wakrah, Umm Salal, Al 
Ahli and Qatar SC are the other 
teams in Group A. Group B has 
Al Duhail, Al Markhiya, Al Ara-
bi, Al Shamal, Al Gharafa and 
Al Rayyan.

Al Sadd had emerged as the 
champions when the tourna-
ment’s title name was changed 
from QSL Cup to Ooredoo Cup 
in the 2019-2020 season.

Al Sailiya won its last two edi-
tions, in 2020-2021 season and 
2021-2022 seasons. When the 
teams met in the QSL last time, 
Al Sadd emerged 2-1 victors. 

Both teams are to take the 
field without players who are on 
national duty as well as a number 
of foreign professionals. How-
ever, that will not take the sheen 
off the match as it offers extra op-

portunity to young and reserve 
players to prove their mettle.

The match will witness the 
technical prowess of coaches’ 
Juan Manuel Lillo ‘Juanma’ of 
Al Sadd and Sami Trabelsi of 
Al Sailiya, who both are good at 
making maximum use of play-
ers at their disposal.

Meanwhile Al Sadd’s Guil-
herme Torres successfully un-
derwent surgery on his ankle 
ligament, for an old injury, and 
will require 6-8 weeks to return 
to the pitch.

In the other Group A 
matches of the day, Al Wak-
rah will play Qatar SC at the 
Hamad Bin Khalifa Stadium ay 
8.05pm while Umm Salal will 
lock horns with Al Ahli at the 
same time at the Saoud Bin Ab-
dulrahman Stadium.

On Tuesday, Al Duhail will 
meet Al Markhiya at 5.55pm 
while Al Arabi will play Al Sha-
mal at 8.05pm (both at Thani 
Bin Jassim Stadium), and Al 
Gharafa will meet Al Rayyan at 
8.05pm at the Saoud Bin Ab-
dulrahman Stadium.

Juventus’ Argentinian forward 
Angel Di Maria against Monza  
at the Brianteo stadium in Monza 
on Sunday. (AFP)

A frustrated Inter Milan missed the chance to go top of Serie A after 
late goals for Jaka Bijol and Tolgay Arslan handed Udinese a 3-1 
victory at Stadio Friuli on Sunday. The visitors had struck first inside 
five minutes to lead through Nicolo Barella, before a Milan Skriniar 
own goal had brought their hosts back into the game. Both teams 
looked set to settle for a share of the spoils, but Bijol’s powerful 
glance off Gerard Deulofeu’s corner followed by Arslan’s sharp header 
in injury time sealed the points for Udinese. Defeat means Simone 
Inzaghi’s side will return in October facing a fight to get back into the 
top four, with the result moving Udinese top ahead of Milan’s clash 
with Napoli and Atalanta’s trip to Roma. (STATS Perform/DPA)

Inter miss chance to go top after  
3-1 Serie A loss at Udinese

 Quick read



DPA
DORTMUND (GERMANY ) 

BORUSSIA Dortmund captain 
Marco Reus should be fit to 
play at the World Cup later this 
year because an ankle injury he 
has sustained is not as serious 
as initially feared, Dortmund 
sports director Sebastian Kehl 
said on Sunday.

Kehl said on Sport1 televi-
sion that he could give “a little 
bit of an all-clear” concerning 
German forward Reus who had 
missed the 2014 World Cup and 
the Euros in 2016 and 2021 with 
injuries or health problems.

“The examinations we did 
on Saturday did not show a 
fracture. He has suffered an an-
kle ligament injury which is not 
so grave that the World Cup is 
in danger,” Kehl said on Sport1 
television.

“Marco will be ruled out for 
three to four weeks and then 
hopefully be available again.” 

Reus, 33, twisted his ankle 
in the first half of Saturday’s 
1-0 Bundesliga derby win 
against Schalke and was taken 
off on a stretcher after lengthy 
treatment.

He will miss Germany’s 
Nations League games against 
Hungary on Friday and Eng-
land three days later.

Those two games are the 
last ones for Germany before 

coach Hansi Flick nominates 
his squad for the World Cup in 
Qatar which starts on Novem-
ber 20.

“Thank you for your get well 
wishes. I will be back soon!” 
Reus said late Saturday on In-
stagram.

Should he return in mid-
October at the latest he would 
only have a few weeks to prove 
that he is fit for the World Cup 
as Flick will gather his team on 
November 14.

Among those hoping it will 
all work out for the veteran for-
ward is his Dortmund coach 
Edin Terzic.

“It is a great shame because 
Marco has been in outstanding 
form, he’s been top-fit and he’s 
been playing superbly. He has 
experienced so many setbacks 
in his career; we’d hoped that 
they were finally over, espe-
cially in this World Cup year,” 
Terzic said.
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Rohit weighs in on India’s opening debate at T20 World Cup
AGENCIES

INDIA skipper Rohit Sharma 
has stated that Virat Kohli 
could be an option to open the 
innings for India at the ICC 
Men’s T20 World Cup 2022 in 
Australia while backing KL Ra-
hul as the first choice at the top 
of the order.

India’s squad for the T20 
World Cup includes two spe-
cialist openers in skipper Rohit 
Sharma and KL Rahul. Virat 
Kohli though has been mooted 
as an option at the top of the or-
der, after his impressive record 
there in international as well as 
domestic franchise cricket. 

Rahul, who recently made a 
comeback in the Indian squad 
after a long rehabilitation from 
his injury often looked rusty in 
the Asia Cup. He scored 122 
runs in five matches at a strike 
rate of 122.22.

Kohli, on the other hand, 
notched up his maiden T20I 
century in India’s final match 
of the campaign against Af-

ghanistan from the opening 
slot. The former Indian skipper 

was in great touch throughout 
the tournament, ending up as 

the second highest run-scorer 
with 276 runs in five matches. 

Indian skipper Rohit Shar-
ma though was affirmative that 
KL Rahul will remain India’s 
first-choice option at the top of 
the order. Speaking to the me-
dia ahead of India’s T20I series 
against Australia, Rohit said, 

“He (KL Rahul) is a very 
important player for Team In-
dia. For us, I just want to make 
it clear, we are clear in our 
thought process.

“We do not have any confu-
sion, we are very clear what KL 
Rahul brings to the table for us, 
he is a quality player and is very 
important for us. His presence 
at the top is very crucial for us,” 
the Indian skipper said, back-
ing Rahul. 

Sharma though was open to 
the option of Kohli slotting in 
at the top of the order, claiming 
that he was the third opener in 
the squad. 

“For us, we understand 
the quality of all our players 
and what they bring for us. 
But yeah, it is an option (Virat 
Kohli opening) for us, we will 

always keep that in mind.
“Since we have not taken a 

third opener, he opens for his 
franchise in the IPL and he has 
done really well, so it is a definite 
option for us,” Sharma added. 

Further elaborating on the 
composition of the batting order, 
Sharma said, “Virat Kohli is our 
third opener and he will open in 
some of the games. In the last 
match of the Asia Cup, we were 
happy with the way he played.

“But KL Rahul will open the 
batting in the World Cup, his 
performance sometimes goes 
quite unnoticed,” the India 
skipper concluded. 

India’s T20I series against 
Australia begins on 20 Sep-
tember in Mohali before the 
action moves to Nagpur on 23 
September. The final T20I will 
be played in Hyderabad on 25 
September. India will then con-
test a three-match T20I and 
three-match ODI series against 
South Africa, as they amp up 
their preparations for the T20 
World Cup.

AGENCIES
ALCANIZ (SPAIN)

ENEA Bastianini won the 
Aragon MotoGP with a last-
lap overtake to deny Francesco 
Bagnaia a fifth straight win, re-
ports BBC.com.

The Italian pipped com-

patriot Bagnaia in a thrilling 
finish, taking victory by 0.042 
seconds, while Aleix Espargaro 
was third.

Prevailing in the battle with 
Ducati rider Bagnaia saw Gres-
ini Racing’s Bastianini secure 
his fourth MotoGP victory of 
the season.

World Championship lead-
er Fabio Quartararo crashed 
on the first lap. Frenchman 
Quartararo hit the rear of Marc 
Marquez’s Honda on the exit of 

turn three before the Spaniard 
and Takaaki Nakagami then 
made contact, with all three 
riders seeing their race ended.

Marquez, returning from 
injury after four months out, 
said his bike locked and he lost 
control of the rear.

“It was really unlucky and I 
want to apologise to both Taka 
and Fabio,” Marquez said.

Yamaha boss Lin Jarvis 
said Quartararo was “angry 
and upset” but had escaped 

without serious injury.
“The good news is he’s ok. 

I’ve just heard from the clinic 
that he has nothing, no serious 
problem, only abrasions, but 
he’ll be fine for the next race in 
Japan.”
Aragon Grand Prix Results
1. Enea Bastianini (ITA/Ducati-
Gresini) 41mins 35.462sec, 2. 
Francesco Bagnaia (ITA/Ducati) 
at 0.042, 3. Aleix Espargaro 
(ESP/Aprilia) 6.139, 4. Brad 
Binder (AFS/KTM) 6.379, 5. 
Jack Miller (AUS/Ducati) 6.964, 
6. Jorge Martin (ESP/Ducati-
Pramac) 12.030, 7. Luca Marini 
(ITA/Ducati-VR46) 12.474, 8. Jo-
hann Zarco (FRA/Ducati-Pramac) 
12.655, 9. Alex Rins (ESP/Suzu-
ki) 12.702, 10. Marco Bezzechi 
(ITA/Ducati-VR46) 16.150 
World championships standings 
1. Fabio Quartararo (FRA/Yamaha) 
211 points, 2. Francesco Bagnaia 
(ITA/Ducati) 201, 3. Aleix Espar-
garo (ESP/Aprilia) 194, 4. Enea 
Bastianini (ITA/Ducati-Gresini) 
163, 5. Jack Miller (AUS/Ducati) 
134, 6. Johann Zarco (FRA/Ducati-
Pramac) 133, 7. Brad Binder (AFS/
KTM) 128, 8. Alex Rins (ESP/
Suzuki) 108, 9. Jorge Martin (ESP/
Ducati-Pramac) 104, 10. Maverick 
Vinales (ESP/Aprilia) 104.

Bastianini wins in Aragon after 
overtaking Bagnaia on last lap

PA MEDIA/DPA
LONDON 

TWO of Queen Elizabeth II’s 
horses appeared on a race-
course on Sunday, the first 
time they have done so since 
her death, with their riders 
dressed in the royal silks.

The late monarch was a 
prolific owner and breeder and 
even discussed “her love for her 
horses right to the very end,” 
according to her racing adviser.

Organizers of Newmarket’s 
Henry Cecil Open Weekend 
arranged for horses Saga and 
Educator to appear in front of 
crowds of racegoers on Warren 
Hill early on Sunday.

Their jockeys, Robert Hav-
lin and Michael Hills, were 
both dressed in the royal col-
ours: purple with gold braid, 
scarlet sleeves, black velvet cap 
with gold fringe.

Trainer Charlie Fellowes, 
chairperson of the Henry Cecil 
Open Weekend, said: “The 
queen was a huge supporter of 
British racing and we felt it was 
important to show Newmar-
ket’s appreciation for the enor-
mous contribution she made to 
our industry.

“It was wonderful for eve-
ryone to see two of her horses 
with riders dressed in her fa-
mous silks at a place she loved 
visiting whenever she could.” 

During her life, the queen 
would watch if one of her hors-

es was running, sometimes 
jumping up and down in ex-
citement. When her horse was 
first to cross the line, she was 
ecstatic.

The queen’s first winner 
as monarch was Choir Boy in 
the Wilburton Handicap at 
Newmarket on May 13, 1952. 
In 1954, the queen’s horses, 
including Aureole, were so suc-
cessful that she was the leading 
winner-owner.

She repeated the triumph 
in 1957.

The late monarch had won 
every classic except the Derby, 
coming closest in her coronation 
year of 1953, when Aureole was 
second, while her horse Carlton 
House came third in 2011.

In 2008, she had her first 
Ascot winner for nine years, 
crying “I’ve done it,” when 
her horse Free Agent won the 
Chesham Stakes.

In 2013, the queen’s horse 
Estimate claimed victory in 
Royal Ascot’s Gold Cup, the 
first time in the race’s 207-year 
history that it had been won by 
a reigning monarch.

A delighted queen clapped 
her hands in excitement and 
beamed as she watched the 
race alongside her racing man-
ager, John Warren. 

Warren said he spent the 
weekend before the queen died 
in Scotland, discussing her 
horses, as they had done so 
many times before.

Queen’s horses appear 
on racecourse for first 
time since her death

Queen Elizabeth II strokes one of the horses that competed in the 
Olympic Horse trials, on April 24, 1953 at Badminton. (AFP)

Qatar High Education  
Institutions to mark Intl  
Day of University Sport

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

A group of Universities, col-
leges and high education insti-
tutions in Qatar  are ready to 
celebrate the International Day 
of University Sport (IDUS) on 
September 20,  2022, by organ-
izing a series of sport, physical 
and entertainment activities at 
their headquarters under the 
Umbrella of Qatar Collegiate 
Sports Federation (QCSF).

By celebrating IDUS on 
Tuesday, the Qatar Collegiate 
Sports Federation (QCSF) will 
begin a debut activity on road 
to develop the sport and physi-
cal activities inside the higher 
education institutions in a 
way that will  keep everyone 
opened-minded to build bet-
ter sport culture and exercise 
sports day in day out.

This IDUS is  a key offi-
cial sport event approved in 
agenda of the United Nations 
Education, Science and Culture 
Organization (UNESCO) and 
adopted by the  International 
University Sports Federation 
(FISU), that with purpose of 

creating links between univer-
sities and local communities to 
develop both health and sport 
for everyone.

This IDUS coincides in 
most countries around the 
world with the beginning of the 
academic year , therefore  has 
been proclaimed and approved 
by the United Nations Educa-
tion, Science and Culture Or-
ganization (UNESCO) to be cel-
ebrated annually on September 
20, as it is also the date of the 
first Student World Champion-
ships kicked off in 1924.

FISU will spare no effort 
to ensure that all national uni-
versity sport federations un-
der it membership are at the 
heart of the IDUS events, to 
promote its sports events but 
also to create a debate on uni-
versity sport and to promote 
FISU values. 

IDUS presents an opportu-
nity to share knowledge on key 
issues relating to the develop-
ment of sport and the University 
Sports Movement worldwide, 
and to improve awareness of the 
importance of sport in educa-
tional institutions.

Dortmund’s German forward 
Marco Reus sustained injury dur-
ing the Bundesliga match against 
BVB Borussia on Saturday. (AFP) 

Ducati Italian rider Francesco Bagnaia rides ahead of Ducati Gresini 
Italian rider Enea Bastianini (L) during the Moto Grand Prix GP of 
Aragon at the Motorland circuit in Alcaniz on Sunday. (AFP)

India’s captain Rohit Sharma attends a practice session at the Punjab Cricket Association Stadium in Mohali 
on Sunday, ahead of their first Twenty20 international cricket match against Australia. (AFP) 

Germany top 
Davis Cup 
group and  

meet Canada  
in quarters

DPA
HAMBURG 

HOSTS Germany beat Aus-
tralia 2-1 on Sunday to reach 
the Davis Cup quarter-finals 
as group winners.

Kevin Krawietz nd Tim 
Pütz clinched victory for the 
Germans 6-4, 6-4 against 
Wimbledon champions Mat-
thew Ebden and Max Purcell, 
stretching their unbeaten run 
to 8-0 in the competition.

Jan-Lennard Struff had 
put Germany ahead 6-1, 7-5 
against Purcell before Aus-
tralia levelled from Thanasi 
Kokkinakis 7-6 (8-6), 6-1, 
against Oscar Otte to make 
the doubles rubber decide.

Germany won all three 
ties against France, Belgium 
and Australia and now meet 
Canada on November 24 at 
the finals in Malaga, Spain, 
with the United States or Italy 
the winners’ opponents in the 
semi-finals.

It is unclear whether 
German top star Alexander 
Zverev will be fit to play then. 

Zverev suffered a serious 
ankle injury in the French 
Open semi-finals in early 
June and has not played since 
then.

Australia on 2-1 will face 
the Netherlands in the last 
eight at the November 22-27 
finals, with that winner play-
ing Croatia or hosts Spain.

Reus injured again but should be  
fit in time for Qatar World Cup

Ducati Gresini Italian rider Enea 
Bastianini holds the trophy after 
winning the Moto Grand Prix GP 
of Aragon at the Motorland circuit 
in Alcaniz, Spain, on Sunday. (AFP)
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QNRF seminar shines light 
on solutions for sustainable 
waste management in Qatar

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

QATAR National Research 
Fund (QNRF), a division of 
the Qatar Research, Develop-
ment and Innovation (QRDI) 
Council, has successfully con-
cluded its Research Outcome 
Seminar (ROS) on the theme 
‘Waste to Value’. The virtual 
seminar was held to present 
the research outcomes of six 
QNRF-funded projects to ad-
vance waste management in 
Qatar.

The ROS was attended by 
157 members of Qatar’s scien-
tific and technical sectors, as 
well as fellow academics from 
the global research communi-
ty. The projects showcased in 
the seminar were aimed at the 
country’s advancements in in-
frastructure, construction, ma-
terial design and agriculture 
sectors, and provided econom-
ic and sustainable solutions for 
their waste reduction and opti-
mization.

“We are delighted to wit-
ness another successful ex-
ecution of our ROS series. The 
application of these projects 
touches key facets of our daily 
lives and economy,” said Dr 
Parakalan Krishnamachari, 
QNRF’s programme manager 
of Energy and Environment 
Pillar. “Effective management 
of waste will not only improve 
the public health and environ-
ment, but also enhance the 
quality of life by generating 
jobs and creation of new prod-
ucts,” he added.

The seminar featured re-
search from experts across 
various disciplines represent-
ing prominent academic in-
stitutions in Qatar. As part of 
QNRF’s capacity building pro-
grammes, Qatar University’s 
Dr Ala AbuTaqa presented her 
research which investigated 
the potential utilization of 
waste generated by tunneling 
in creating concrete. The pro-
ject offers the opportunity for 
further research into develop-
ing cost-effective construction 
materials that will reduce the 
cost associated with construc-

tion and material supply and 
contribute to Qatar’s circular 
economy.

Texas A&M University at 
Qatar’s Professor Eyad Masad 
shed light on his research pro-
ject which provides several 
economic and environmental 
benefits by detailing the crea-
tion of locally produced and 
recycled materials for sustain-
able and durable roads in Qa-
tar. 

Hamad Bin Khalifa Univer-
sity’s Professor Gordon McKay 
presented his project aimed at 
enhancing Qatar’s water and 
food security by utilizing or-
ganic waste materials to create 
carbon neutral soil product for 
agricultural purposes. The car-
bon neutral product, MoistCh-
ar, has been developed and 
applied in partnership with na-
tional stakeholders including 
the Supreme Committee for 
Delivery and Legacy, Ministry 
of Municipality and Environ-
ment, Qatar Foundation, Qa-
tar Shell, and local farms and 
restaurants.

With a similar focus on Qa-
tar’s agricultural landscape, 
University of Doha for Science 
and Technology’s Professor 
Amin Esmaeili explored the 
development of new agricul-
tural technologies that address 
the lack of a compost collec-
tion programme in Qatar. He 
proposed an optimized com-
posting system that meets the 
needs of Qatar’s growing agri-
culture sector and creates val-
ue in its increased agricultural 
waste.

Texas A&M University at 
Qatar’s Professor Mohammed 
Al-Hashimi focused on hydro-
carbon byproducts that are 
used as raw materials in the 
production of adhesive, rub-
ber, and food packaging. His 
research also has cross-cutting 
biological applications that are 
being developed in partnership 
with Weill Cornell Medicine – 
Qatar. The project has received 
significant global interest and 
is currently being explored for 
Qatar’s growing market for 
sustainable and environment 
friendly specialty chemicals.

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

THE research initiatives of the 
College of Dental Medicine at 
Qatar University Health (QU 
Health), in collaboration with 
Hamad Medical Cooperation, 
have been recognised by the In-
ternational Association for Den-
tal Research (IADR) through the 
establishment of the IADR Qatar 
Section. IADR is the largest and 
most prestigious organisation in 
the world regarding research in 
dentistry and oral health. 

Founded in 1920, the aim 
of the association is to promote 
research in all fields of oral 
and related sciences, encour-
age improvements in methods 
for the prevention and treat-
ment of oral and dental disease, 
improve the oral health of the 
public through research, and 
facilitate cooperation among 
investigators and the communi-
cation of research findings and 
their implications throughout 
the world. The IADR organises 
several prestigious conferences 
around the world on oral health 
research, and it has the most 
prestigious research journal in 
dental research. 

Vice-President for Medical 

and Health Sciences Dr Asmaa 
Al-Thani expressed her delight 
at the news and commented, 
“Joining the IADR provides in-
ternational recognition and vis-
ibility to dental research in Qa-
tar, especially to QU Health and 
the College of Dental Medicine, 
as well as the Dental depart-
ment of HMC. Having a Qatari 
division in the IADR opens the 
possibility to organize major in-
ternational scientific meetings 
in Qatar and lead global initia-
tives in oral health research.” 

Dean of the College of Den-
tal Medicine Prof Mandeep 
Duggal said, “We are delighted 
that the International Asso-

ciation of Dental Research, the 
largest and most prestigious 
dental research organization 
in the world, has given formal 
recognition to dental research 
in Qatar by recognizing the Qa-
tar Division as one of the mem-
ber chapters of IADR.  We are 
proud that our joint effort from 
the College of Dental Medicine 
in Qatar University and Dental 
Research in HMC has been rec-
ognised by IADR.  This will fur-
ther enhance collaborative oral 
health research in Qatar and 
bring international visibility 
and recognition to Qatar Uni-
versity and HMC in the field of 
oral and dental research and 

enable us to host prestigious 
international dental research 
events. This will also be a huge 
step to enable dental research-
ers from Qatar to sit at the top 
table globally in the arena of 
dental research.”

Associate Dean for Academic 
Affairs Dr Faleh Tamimi said, 
“The College is planning to or-
ganise medium-sized meetings 
soon under the umbrella of IADR 
in Qatar, and aiming and putting 
a bid to organize the major inter-
national meeting of the IADR in 
Qatar. This meeting usually gath-
ers around 3,000 to 5,000 thou-
sand participants from all over 
the world and it has never been 
held in the Middle East before. 
Qatar would be an excellent place 
to hold such a meeting given the 
strategic geographic position and 
the available infrastructure avail-
able in Qatar.”

Director of the Dental De-
partment at HMC Dr Ghanim 
Al-Mannai commented, “A new 
milestone was set for the fu-
ture of dental and oral health 
in Qatar. The establishment of 
the International Association of 
Dental Research (IADR) Qatar 
division is an additional step 
toward enhancing oral health 
through research. 

HAMMADI MEETS ROMANIA, PALESTINE AMBASSADORS

QU & HMC recognised as division within IADR

Secretary-General of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs HE Dr Ahmad bin Hassan Al Hammadi on Sunday met separately with Ambassador of Palestine 
to Qatar HE Munir Abdullah Ghannam and Ambassador of Romania to Qatar HE Nicusor Daniel Tanase. During the meetings, they reviewed the 
bilateral relations between Qatar and the two countries. (QNA)

On World Patient Safety Day, QU experts
caution against wrong usage of medicines

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

EVERY year on September 17, 
the world celebrates World Pa-
tient Safety Day, which aims to 
raise global awareness about 
patient safety and calls for 
solidarity and united action 
by all countries and interna-
tional partners to reduce pa-
tient harm. On this occasion, a 
number of experts in the field 
from Qatar University (QU) 
speak about the importance of 
protecting patient safety and 
increasing awareness on this 
topic.  

Dr Maha Desouki, Section 
Head of Preclinical Education 
at the College of Medicine, QU, 
said, “In alignment with the 
goals of World Patient Safety 
Day, healthcare providers must 
be updated on safe pharma-
ceutical practices. In addition, 
they must report any incidents 
related to the wrong use of 
medicine and take care to avoid 
recurrence of errors, as well as 
take into account cases that are 
high risk, such as with elderly 
patients.” 

Prof Derek Stewart, pro-
fessor of Clinical Pharmacy 
and Practice, College of Phar-
macy, said: “The public expects 
healthcare to be delivered in 
a safe and effective manner. 
However, people and systems 
are not infallible, which can lead 
to errors of varying degrees of 
severity. These errors can also 

occur with medications, and 
medication errors are among 
those frequently reported 
worldwide. We must all strive 
to minimise these human and 
systemic errors. All health care 
workers should also be encour-
aged and supported to publicly 
report errors when they occur. 
This allows for in-depth inves-

tigation and reflection, allowing 
for improvements. We all have 
a role to play in this.”

Dr Samar Zakria Batran, 
Clinical Tutor in the Clinical 
Science Department, noted that 
this year’s celebration is under 
the theme ‘Medication Safety,’ 
where the damage caused by 
the wrong use of medicines 
constitutes a large proportion 
of avoidable medical errors that 
can cause serious harm to pa-
tients. Dr Samar noted that the 
patient must be educated on his 
or her prescription and must 
have all information pertaining 
to the prescribed drug, includ-
ing duration of use, expected 
side effects, how to respond 
if side effects do occur, how 
to store the medication and 
the importance of periodically 
checking the expiration date.

Dr Zachariah Nazar, assis-
tant professor in the Depart-
ment of Clinical Pharmacy 
and Practice in the College of 
Pharmacy, added that pharma-
ceutical errors and unsafe drug 
practices place a significant 
avoidable burden on healthcare 
systems and stakeholders. 

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

THE University of Doha 
for Science and Technology 
(UDST) has announced that 
applications for the Win-
ter 2023 Semester are now 
open. From September 2022 
to November 3, 2022, ap-
plicants can register online 
at udst.edu.qa. To maximise 
the benefit to its students, 
UDST has carefully planned 
its programmes and educa-
tional approach. The Univer-
sity provides them with the 
opportunity to participate 
in a critical and integrative 
learning experience through 
simulated environments and 
workplace training, allowing 
them to gain a deeper under-
standing of their field of study 
and graduate with employ-
able skills.

UDST offers close to 60 
programs across its 5 Col-
leges: College of Engineering 
Technology, College of Busi-
ness Management, College of 
Computing and Information 
Technology, College of Health 
Sciences, and College of Gen-
eral Education. 

Tuition fees for all un-
dergraduate programmes at 
UDST are waived for Qatari 
citizens and children of Qatari 
women. The board of trustees 
of UDST announced this de-
cision in 2020, giving these 
students the opportunity to 
study at the University and 
benefit from top-tier applied 
education. The total number 
of students registered for the 
Fall Semester exceeds 6000.

Commenting on the an-
nouncement Dr Salem Al 
Naemi, president of UDST 
said: “There is a very high in-
terest from students and their 

families in UDST’s programs 
and this reflects their deep 
understanding of applied ed-
ucation and the importance 
of the knowledge and com-
petencies the students gain 
through their education at 
the University.  As a leader in 
the State for technical and vo-
cational education and train-
ing and the only University in 
the MENA Region that was 
awarded the FISU Healthy 
Campus Platinum Label, we 
strive to offer our students a 
comprehensive experience 
that includes much more 
than their studies. We pre-
pare our students for a life-
time of professional success 
and we make sure our gradu-
ates are capable of adapting 
to the requirements of an 
ever-evolving national and 
global economy.”

Academic entry criteria 
vary by programme; however, 
students must present a high 
school diploma with an over-
all average of at least 60% or 
an equivalent; a minimum re-
quired score or higher on the 
University’s English Place-
ment Test; and completion of 
the UDST’s Math Placement 
Test. Applicants who do not 
meet the entrance require-
ments may be considered 
for the Foundation Program, 
which is designed to assist 
them in acquiring the neces-
sary skills to enter their de-
sired programme.

Students are placed at the 
centre of the learning pro-
cess at UDST. The University 
strives to provide them with 
as many real-world learning 
experiences as possible so 
that they can apply what they 
learn in the classroom to their 
workplace and actively con-
tribute to the economy. 

UDST commences
admission process
for Winter 2023 

QU has joined the International Association for Dental Research.

Experts in QU Health use World Patient Safety Day to emphasize the 
importance of patient safety.

HBKU and Qatar University host joint 
panel on evolution of sports industry

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

HAMAD Bin Khalifa Univer-
sity (HBKU) and Qatar Univer-
sity (QU) collaborated to host a 
panel discussion titled “‘Looking 
Back, Moving Ahead - The New 
Era for the Sport Industry in 
Qatar and Beyond recently’. The 
event was held at the 3-2-1 Qatar 
Olympic and Sports Museum, 
with international and local 
guests representing academia 
and several major sports organi-
sations in Qatar in attendance.

 Discussions centred on 
the evolution of Qatar’s sports 
industry as it prepares to host 
the FIFA World Cup 2022TM 
in just over 60 days. The event 
also served as an introduction 
to the fourth World Association 

of Sport Management (WASM) 
Conference, which HBKU and 
QU will co-host from March 
5-8, 2023.

Dr Othman Al Thawadi, 
assistant professor of Market-
ing at QU’s College of Business 
and Economics and Chair of 
the WASM Budget and Spon-
sorship Committee, deliv-

ered the opening remarks and 
moderated the discussion. Dr 
Ahmad Al Emadi, pProfessor 
in Sport Management at QU 
and WASM 2023 Co-Chair; 
Dr Kamilla Swart, associ-
ate professor and Director of 
the Sport and Entertainment 
Management Programme at 
CSE, HBKU, and WASM 2023 

Co-Chair; Dr Holger Preuss, 
professor in Sport Economics 
and Sport Sociology, Johannes 
Gutenberg-Universität Mainz; 
and Eng Fahad Ebrahim Juma 
Muhana, Director of the Strat-
egy and Projects Department,

Speaking after the event, Dr 
Al Emadi said, “Our panel dis-
cussion aimed to promote the 
fourth conference of the World 
Association of Sports Manage-
ment (WASM), which will be 
held in the Middle East and 
North Africa region for the first 
time, co-hosted by Qatar Uni-
versity and HBKU. It was also 
an opportune time to reflect on 
Qatar’s journey in the field of 
sports so far, through its inter-
national strategy for sports and 
the development of the sports 
industry in the country.”
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Sheikha Hind shares insights on ‘purpose-driven education’

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

THE Carnegie Mellon University 
in Qatar (CMU-Q) hosted Her 
Excellency Sheikha Hind bint 
Hamad Al Thani, vice-chairper-
son and CEO of Qatar Founda-
tion, at the CMU-Q Dean’s Lec-
ture Series. Students, alumni, 
faculty and staff from across 

Education City took part in a 
thoughtful conversation about a 
purpose-driven education.

HE Sheikha Hind shared her 
insights on an education rooted 
in purpose. 

“When Qatar Foundation 
was established 25 years ago, it 
was founded out of a growing 
need to provide quality educa-
tion for its community; an edu-

cation that was excellent, as well 
as rooted in our traditions and 
teachings about the meaning of 
life,” she said. 

HE Sheikha Hind also 
stressed the importance of work-
ing for a greater good, saying, 
“When we fail to connect to work 
ideals greater than the task at 
hand, then we have failed to un-
derstand the meaning and digni-

ty of work. So many modern for-
mulas for happiness seem to fail 
because we fail to acknowledge 
these enduring truths. We are 
called to seek the greater good. 
We are called to transcendent 
principles. By laying the founda-
tions of virtue, our lives flourish 
and our business will come for 
the ride as well.”

The discussion kicked off the 

CMU-Q Dean’s Lecture Series 
for the new academic year. 

Michael Trick, dean of CMU-
Q, moderated the discussion.

He said, “Her Excellency 
Sheikha Hind is a passionate ad-
vocate for the power of education 
to build a better world. Through 
her leadership, she has shaped 
Education City into a learning 
community like nowhere else in 

the world.”
The Dean’s Lecture Series at 

Carnegie Mellon University in 
Qatar – a Qatar Foundation part-
ner university – features leaders 
in government, industry and 
academia who share their expe-
riences and insights on global 
issues. The Dean’s Lecture Series 
has hosted some of the most in-
fluential thinkers in Qatar.

QF to engage youth and hold 
key conversations at UNGA 77

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

QATAR Foundation (QF) will be 
participating in discussions on 
worldwide challenges and how 
they can be solved, on the inter-
national stage this month against 
the backdrop of the United Na-
tions General Assembly 77.

With the UNGA 77 currently 
taking place in New York City, 
Qatar Foundation (QF) and its 
entities will use a range of plat-
forms and initiatives to engage 
youth and the wider community 
to drive social progress. 

“As disruptors of education 
constantly seeking to devise, de-
ploy and share new models of 
learning, Qatar Foundation is 
committed to empowering our 
community, especially our youth, 
to engage in conversations about 
sustainability and on key global 
themes in order to contribute 
to social progress,” said Aysha 
Abdulhameed Al-Mudahka, di-
rector of Strategic Initiatives & 
Partnership Development at QF.

“By leveraging our diverse 
ecosystem through various ac-
tivities during UNGA 77, we aim 
to bring people together in the 
name of identifying pathways 
that can lead to challenges being 
overcome.”

QF’s Pre-University Educa-
tion (PUE) will present Rasekh, 
its newly-developed resources 
platform in collaboration with 
The Ministry of Education and 
Higher Education in Qatar, on 
Solutions Day at the Transform-
ing Education Summit (TES) of 
UNGA 77 on September 17. Pre-
sented by Noof Ahmed bin Saif Al 
Thani, executive Director of Stra-
tegic Initiatives and Partnerships 
at Qatar Foundation’s PUE Divi-
sion, Rasekh connects educators, 

local and global affiliate organi-
zations, and strategic partners, 
and – through knowledge shar-
ing, linking mentors, and pro-
viding inquiry-based resources 
to learners and educators within 
and beyond Qatar – is designed 
to enrich school programs, cur-
ricula, and exhibitions.

Meanwhile, QF will offer stu-
dents from its year-long initiative 
called “Ideas for a Bold Future” 
mentoring and learning oppor-
tunities with Google. The ini-
tiative mentors, empowers and 
supports an international cohort 
of young student change-makers 
from QF schools and universities 
to collaborate on and complete 
service-learning projects. 

These student projects work 
towards solving global challenges 
in three areas – Progressive Edu-
cation, Health and Wellness and 
Sustainability – by using football 
as a tool. Nine finalists have been 
chosen to travel to New York to 
garner hands-on mentoring and 
learning opportunities to help 
enhance their project concepts, 
and create a genuine impact.

“QF is committed to pro-
viding a platform for youth to 
express their ideas in the fields 
of education and sustainability 
through QF’s experts and part-

ners, as well as the tools to take 
those ideas forward,” said Al-
Mudahka.

“Ideas for a Bold Future have 
engaged young people in conver-
sations and actions highlights 
how the potential of youth can 
be harnessed to drive social pro-
gress and change. We are com-
mitted to taking learning beyond 
the classroom and into the public 
sphere to inform policy change. 
We want to take a radical ap-
proach to education and service-
learning initiatives to empower 
children and young people to el-
evate their skills, awareness, and 
drive to contribute to safeguard-
ing our society.”

Additionally, the nine stu-
dents will participate in the 
Youth4Climate summit, to be 
held in New York on September 
20, an initiative that amplifies 
the work of young climate lead-
ers and celebrates the power of 
the young generation to drive 
ambitious climate action. They 
will take part in the students’ 
negotiation process to provide 
unique insight that will inform 
future policy documents and fu-
ture legislation. 

Nelufar Hedayat, of QF’s 
Doha Debates, moderated the 
opening session of MIT’s Solve 
Challenge Finals, where prom-
ising tech-based innovators 
will share their solutions to the 
2022 Solve Global Challenges: 
The Care Economy, Re-engag-
ing Learners, Climate: Ecosys-
tems + Housing, and Equitable 
Health Systems. That same day, 
she will be conducting a fireside 
chat with International Rescue 
Committee chief and CEO, Da-
vid Miliband. Hedayat will also 
moderate a human rights panel 
at the Concordia Summit on 
September 20. 

Aysha Al-Mudahka

QF’s SoS adopts interdisciplinary
approach to healthcare innovation

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

WHEN Qatar Foundation’s 
Stars of Science (SoS) returned 
for season 14 on September 2, 
its panel of judges featuring 
two prominent voices from two 
distinct fields, engineering and 
medicine – underlining a press-
ing need across the Arab world 
and beyond.

Prof Fouad Mrad, a jury 
member since it first aired in 
2009, has a background in elec-
trical engineering and vast expe-
rience as an industrial product 
developer, academic researcher 
and thought leader. Meanwhile, 
Dr Aisha A Yousuf, medical di-
rector of Reproductive Surgery 
at Sidra Medicine, a women’s 
and children’s hospital based 
in Qatar and a member of Qa-
tar Foundation (QF), provides 
a valuable perspective from the 
medical sector – especially for 
contestants looking to develop 
healthcare-focused innovations.

The show’s jury will also fea-
ture a third member in every epi-
sode, chosen from a select group 
of Arab experts – including SoS 
alumni – representing a variety 
of scientific fields.

According to Dr Dena Ahmed 
S Al Thani, associate professor 
and director of Interdisciplinary 
Programs at the College of Sci-
ence and Engineering at Hamad 
Bin Khalifa University (HBKU) – 
a member of QF – this season’s 
jury embodies how QF seeks 
to bring a multidisciplinary ap-
proach into technological devel-
opment across various sectors, 
especially healthcare. 

“Getting engineers and medi-
cal researchers to collaborate 
on the development of novel 
technologies is crucial to build-
ing more robust healthcare sys-

tems,” said Dr Al Thani. 
This season, several mem-

bers of the top seven have tapped 
into their engineering expertise 
to create healthcare technolo-
gies. Mohammed Tahri Sqalli, 
a contestant from Morocco, uti-
lised his education in computer 
science to devise the ‘Eye Catcher 
ECG Reading Assistant’ – a tool 
designed to provide medical 
students with feedback on how 
to properly read electrocardio-
gram charts by tracking their eye 
movements.

Despite not having a formal 
education in biology or medicine, 
Sqalli spent much of his time as a 
PhD student at HBKU exploring 
these fields at the different facets 
at Education City. “It was a QF 
talk that gave me the inspiration 
for my project,” he said. 

Stars of Science participants 
can further leverage the QF in-
novation ecosystem through the 
support of QF member Qatar 
Science & Technology Park, with 
its innovation programs that in-
clude mentorship and enrolment 
into its flagship accelerator pro-
gram, XLR8.

Other contestants have also 
used their engineering knowl-
edge to offer preventive solutions 
that could lessen the burden 
on healthcare systems. Abdulla 
Bakhit Almarri, a Qatari in-

novator, created the ‘Vibration 
Communication Vest’, a piece of 
protective equipment that uses 
vibration motors on the user’s 
body to communicate simple 
messages in hazardous con-
struction sites.  “Stars of Science 
showed me that innovators can 
deliver solutions to their commu-
nities no matter their specializa-
tion,” he said. 

Many past contestants have 
also embraced this approach, 
leading to inventions tackling 
important issues in healthcare. 
San-Francisco based alumnus 
Ahmad Al Ghazi spent several 
years developing ‘CAN mobili-
ties’, the world’s smartest walk-
ing cane – an innovation he 
started on Stars of Science in 
2010. CAN was released in the 
market last month and is now 
available for pre-order for deliv-
ery in the fall of 2022.

This and other inventions 
that started on the show, like 
‘Cardiodiagnostics’ by Ziad 
Sankari or ‘Wakecap Technolo-
gies ’ by Hassan Al Balawi, rep-
resent the vast opportunity that 
lies in the intersection between 
engineering and medicine. 

Stars of Science will air every 
Friday and Saturday from Sep-
tember 2 to October 14, 2022, 
on six channels in the region 
and online. 

World’s largest sailing ship Golden Horizon to reach 
Doha port four days before World Cup 2022 kick-off

IKOLI VICTOR 
DOHA

AS Qatar gears up to welcome 
over one million visitors during 
the first FIFA World Cup in the 
Middle East and Arab world, 
Golden Horizon, the world’s 
largest square-rigged cruise 
ship with five masts, will dock 
at the Old Doha Port four days 
before the kickoff of the tourna-
ment on November 20, to serve 
as a floating hotel for Croatian 
football fans.

The ship, which flies the 
Croatian flag and was built by 
the Brodosplit shipyard in Split, 
is scheduled to depart Croatia 
for the World Cup on October 21 
and arrive in Doha on Novem-
ber 16, where it will remain for 
the duration of the tournament, 
according to Mario Lozancic, 
president of the Croatia Busi-
ness Council (CBC).  

The ship has been lavishly 
decorated, but it still has the 
charm and atmosphere of an old 

sailing ship. The ship has five 
decks, a beauty centre, a sauna, 
a jacuzzi, a spa and fitness cen-
tre, a library and several large 
lounges.

“This project is not commer-
cial, but solely for the purpose of 
promoting Croatia in Qatar dur-
ing the World Cup and strength-
ening our bilateral ties. It is the 
best way to bring the two coun-
tries closer together in terms of 

tourism, culture, business and 
sport,” said Mario Lozancic.

Lozancic hinted that if the 
sailing speed record is broken 
as planned, an award ceremony 
for The Guinness World Record 
will be held on November 18, in 
the presence of the Qatar and 
Croatian business communities, 
as well as dignitaries from both 
countries.

Asked about the cost of 

boarding the ship, he said it de-
pends on the group’s package, 
but regular rooms on the ship 
cost around $1,000 per day, 
which includes a return flight 
and match tickets, which is rea-
sonable when compared to oth-
er accommodations during the 
event. The website www.golden-
horizon.qa has information on 
cabin types as well as booking 
packages.

The CBC president added 
that there will be approximate-
ly 300 lucky people who will be 
able to board, with 140 cabins 
available in various categories. 
The majority of the guests are 
expected to be Croatians. “Dur-
ing that period, we will organ-
ise many events such as musi-
cal and cultural activities for 
our guests. They will also en-
joy meals from a well-reputed 
Croatian master chef while on 
board,” he said.

The CBC president informed 
that there are 400 Croatians liv-
ing and working in various sec-

tors in Qatar, and nearly 3,000 
are expected to attend the World 
Cup to support the 2018 finalist. 

Croatia is in Group F with 
Belgium, Canada and Morocco.

Speaking about Qatar 2022, 
the Croatian, who has lived in 
the country for the past 16 years, 
said that no one could have cap-
tured these moments back then.

He said, “Nobody would 
have predicted that a World 

Cup could be held in a single 
city, but it is happening, and I 
am honoured to be a part of it. 
I consider Qatar to be my home 
and I am proud that they are 
hosting the sporting event for 
in the Middle East and Gulf for 
first time.”

Lozancic added that eve-
ryone knows major sporting 
events like the Olympics and the 
World Cup should come to this 
part of the world. 

“Qatar has demonstrated 
strength in their preparations 
with state-of-the-art stadiums; 
it’s amazing what they’ve ac-
complished at that level,” he 
said. “It is especially impressive 
and historic due to the size of 
Doha, with the furthest stadi-
ums being located only 50 kilo-
metres apart.”

During the FIFA World Cup, 
Inchcape Shipping Services will 
serve as logistics agents in Old 
Port Doha for Golden Horizon 
and other luxury cruise ships 
and mega yachts.

Mario LozancicGolden Horizon, the world’s largest square-rigged cruise ship


