
QNA
DOHA

SHOPPING malls and mer-
chants face a fine of QR1 mil-
lion or a potential ban on do-
ing business in Qatar if they 
promote obscene or offen-
sive marketing literature or  
products, the Ministry of  
Commerce and Industry has 
said.

Display of goods or materi-
als containing images, visuals 
or audios that transgress Is-
lamic values, public morals or 
Qatari traditions and customs 
constitute a violation of the 
country’s consumer protection 
law, the ministry said.

Clause 4 of Article 2 on Law 
No 8 of 2008 calls for the pro-
tection of consumers from hav-
ing religious values, customs 
and traditions transgressed.

The ministry called on trad-
ers to coordinate with their 
suppliers to ensure that goods 
that are to be sold in Qatar do 
not contain — or promote — 
logos, designs, symbols or ex-
pressions that are contrary to 
the teachings of Islam.   

They are also required to 
refrain from displaying on 
the storefronts any goods that 
might violate “public morals 
and Qatari traditions”. Use of 
unsuitable packaging materi-
als or promotional content that 
might hold symbols or phrases 
with immoral connotations 

that affect the religious and cul-
tural values of the community 
are also prohibited.

Images, audios, visuals or 
other materials with immoral 
content that violate public mor-
als are also banned.

The ministry warned that 
any violation or negligence in 
the implementation of these 
obligations shall lead to a fine of 
up to QR1 million, the cancella-

tion of the commercial license, 
banning the violator from prac-
ticing any commercial activity 
or administrative closure for 
three months.

MoCI called upon consum-
ers to report any goods bear-
ing logos or designs contrary to 
customs and traditions and to 
specify their locations so that 
the ministry’s inspectors can 
take necessary measures.

Obscene, offensive 
marketing literature 
to draw QR1 mn fine
MoCI calls on traders to refrain from displaying products or materials 
containing images, visuals or audio clip that undermine morals values

Samples sent to lab to determine 
cause of fish deaths in Inland Sea
Fish samples have been 
sent to a laboratory to 
determine the cause of 
fish deaths in Khor Al 
Adaid, regionally known 
as Inland Sea.

The Ministry of En-
vironment and Climate 
Change on Tuesday said 
its Department of Natu-
ral Reserves took the 
samples after discover-
ing numerous dead fish 
that had washed up on 
the shore.

The ministry noted 
that fish deaths in the region are typical during this time and occur usually as  
a result of high sea temperatures. (TNN)

UNSC to discuss Palestine’s membership
THE United Nations Security 
Council (UNSC) will hold on 
Wednesday a meeting during 
which it will discuss a request 
to accept the full membership 
of the State of Palestine in 
the United Nations.

In a statement on Tues-
day, the Permanent Observer 
of the State of Palestine 

to the UN Riyad Mansour 
explained that this meeting 
would be held by the Non-
Aligned Movement (NAM) in 
the Security Council to protect 
the principle of the two-state 
solution and block the Oc-
cupying State’s attempts to 
eradicate this solution com-
pletely. (QNA)

 — MORE ON PAGE 16

Campaign on to promote Qatar 
as a world-class education hub
TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK

DOHA

QATAR Tourism has 
launched an education cam-
paign in collaboration with 
Qatar Foundation and Qatar 
University to promote Qatar 
as a world-class education 
hub. The campaign targets 
students and parents in the 
region and is designed to 
showcase why they should 
consider studying in Qatar.

Qatar aims to showcase 
the country’s leading accred-
ited university offerings and 
how it can open a world of 
opportunities for students 
by providing internationally 
recognised degrees from top-
level universities.

As part of the campaign, 
CNN, one of the most widely 
distributed news channels in 
the world, visited Qatar to 
film its educational institutes 
and interview current stu-
dents - this will be featured 
in 30 and 60 second videos 
on the platform. The cam-
paign will also include other 
digital advertisements to en-
sure maximum reach across 
the region.  

Chief Operating Officer 
of Qatar Tourism, Berthold 
Trenkel, said: “Qatar has 
always understood the 
power of education and has 
therefore heavily invested 
to ensure the educational 
landscape in the country is 
international, cutting-edge, 
and diverse. Qatar has a dy-
namic university offering, 
and through this campaign, 
we will be able to highlight 
what makes Qatar the right 
choice for university educa-
tion. Qatar uniquely com-
bines globally renowned ed-

ucation with a rich culture, 
safe environment, world-
class facilities, social stabil-
ity, and excellent employ-
ment opportunities.”

Qatar Foundation 
(QF) has created a globally 
unique, multidisciplinary 
ecosystem of education, 
with its Education City being 
home to branch campuses 
of seven of the world’s lead-
ing universities, as well as 
QF’s homegrown Hamad Bin 
Khalifa University.

Al Rekayat Fort will soon be among tourist itineraries for Qatar’s heritage seekers
QNA
DOHA

QATAR Museums (QM) af-
firmed that the historical 
Al Rekayat Fort, which is 
110 km from Doha and lo-
cated in northeast of the 
Qatar peninsula, and 8 km 
to the northwest of Al Zuba-
rah, will soon be among the 
tourist itineraries related to 
introducing the heritage of 
the State of Qatar in terms of 
defensive architecture, after 
the full completion of its res-
toration.

In a statement during a 
special tour of Qatar News 

Agency (QNA) inside the 
historical Al Rekayat Fort, 
Director of QM’s Cultural 
Heritage Conservation Adel 
Al Moslamani said that the 
Fort, after highlighting what 
has been accomplished in it, 
is ready to receive visitors 
and to be linked to the tour-
ist movement in general in 
the northern areas, stressing 
that its interior design al-
lows the organization of cul-
tural and tourist events un-
der specific conditions that 
prevent any negative impact 
on the architectural vocabu-
lary of the Fort.

Al Moslamani explained 

that the history of the fort 
is dating back - according 
to historical sources - to 
the period between the 17th 
and 19th centuries, noting 
the unique local architec-
tural style of Al Rekayat Fort 
(means “well” in Arabic) 
which paved the way for its 
historical integration into 
the local environment of the 
country, making it one of the 
oldest and most important 
desert forts in Qatar.

He added that it is be-
lieved that the fort was 
built to protect the essen-
tial sources of water in this 
place, as there is a freshwa-

ter well in the fort itself.
The fort is surrounded 

by scattered remains of a 

village, and has three rec-
tangular towers and a round 
one, he said, pointing out 

that aligned around the 
three sides (North, East and 
West) of the large central 
courtyard are narrow rooms 
without windows, but with 
doors that open to the court-
yard. The main entrance to 
the fort is located within the 
southern wall, he added.

The Director of QM’s 
Cultural Heritage Conserva-
tion indicated in his state-
ment to QNA that the resto-
ration work of the fort began 
in October 2020 and contin-
ued until September 2021, 
when the preservation and 
restoration work of the fort 
was completed, with outdoor 

lighting that adopted renew-
able and eco-friendly energy 
using solar energy to feed 
the fort’s external lighting 
sources at night without the 
need for electricity.

Al Moslamani stressed 
that the restoration was 
done so that the fort resem-
bles the original structure, 
respecting the restoration 
that took place in 1988, as it 
has become an integral part 
of the history of the fort, with 
the construction of a mobile 
service building outside the 
fort, and on an adjacent site 
to meet the requirements of 
visitors.

MOWASALAT (Karwa) will conduct a trial run, 
comprising more than 1,300 buses on nine 
routes, connecting downtown Doha with Al 
Janoub and Al Bayt stadiums, on Thursday 
(August 18). Mowasalat said the day-long 
trial run is meant to prepare its drivers to 
“deliver amazing” during the FIFA World Cup 
later in the year. (TNN)

Karwa to conduct 1,300-bus  
trial run ahead of World Cup

Joyful reception for Fath Al Khair 5 crew at Hamad International Airport (PG 16)

THE Ministry of Public Health 
(MoPH) has launched a 
new website to highlight 
the aims, objectives and 
activities of its partner-
ship with the World Health 
Organization and FIFA, in col-
laboration with the Supreme 
Committee for Delivery & 
Legacy (SC). The website 
(sportandhealth.moph.gov.
qa) is titled “Healthy FIFA 
World Cup Qatar 2022 - 
Creating a Legacy for Sport 
and Health”.

Formally launched in 
October 2021, the three-year 
partnership aims to make 
the World Cup a beacon for 
physical and mental health 
promotion, and a model for 
ensuring future mega sport 
events are healthy and safe.

Ali Abdulla Al Khater, 
Chair of the Supreme Health-
care Communications Com-
mittee, said: “We are proud 
to be collaborating with WHO, 
FIFA and SC on this historic 
partnership. Together, we 
are committed to ensuring 
a safe FIFA World Cup Qatar 
2022 for all those attending 
and to using the tournament 
as a platform to promote 
healthy lifestyles. (QNA)

MoPH launches 
website tapping 
WC to promote 
sports and health
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Prohibited
☛  Promoting products 
containing logos, designs, 
symbols or expressions 
transgressing Islamic 
teachings

☛ Displaying goods that 
might violate public morals 
and Qatari traditions

☛ Use of packaging 
materials or promotional 
content featuring symbols 
or phrases with immoral 
connotations

☛ Use of images, audios, 
visuals or other materials 
with immoral content or that 
violate public morals

Punishment
☛  Fine of up to  
 QR1 million

☛  Administrative closure  
 for three months

☛  License cancellation

☛  Ban on doing business  
 in Qatar

Law No 8 of 2008 calls for the protection of 
consumers from having religious values hurt
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Qatar Charity organises medical 
camp in Bangladesh for children
with congenital heart diseases
TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK

DOHA

QATAR Charity (QC) organ-
ised a week-long medical 
camp in Bangladesh to treat 
nearly 90 children born with 
congenital heart diseases.

The medical camp, which 
began on August 13 and will 
conclude on August 21, is 
staffed by a pediatric cardiol-
ogy expert and an interven-
tional catheter procedures 
consultant from the Univer-
sity of Texas in the United 
States. Other pediatric car-
diologists, cardiac surgeons 
from Jordan and Hamad 
Medical Corporation (HMC), 
Qatar, an anesthesiologist 
from Ramallah hospitals, 
and many medical staff from 
Bangladesh are also present 
at the camp.

Doctors perform the ‘de-
vice closure procedure’ on 
children with congenital heart 
diseases.

Upon arrival, the medical 
staff began a series of exami-
nations to determine which 

cases required surgery. Coor-
dination was established with 
Bangladesh’s National Insti-
tute of Cardiovascular Dis-
eases to prepare a list of 100 
to 150 patients with various 
types of malformations. 

“We are doing our best to 
provide essential treatment 
for all of the children, and 
hopefully, they will lead a bet-
ter life,” said Professor Dr. 
Muhammad Numan, a pedi-

atric cardiology expert and 
interventional catheter proce-
dures consultant at the Uni-
versity of Texas. He said that 
a ‘device closure procedure’ 
was successfully completed 
for Tanzina Akhtar, a 17-year-
old girl suffering from a large 
hole in the lower chamber of 
the heart. 

“Hundreds of children 
patients are not finding unoc-
cupied beds in the hospital, 

which is very large and has 
hundreds of beds,” said Dr. 
Abdul Majeed, a health expert 
at Qatar Charity, adding that 
the critical situation indicates 
that a large number of chil-
dren have congenital heart 
diseases.

He stated that more fund-
ing is needed to improve the 
hospital’s facilities and ca-
pacity, and he urged philan-
thropists to provide this criti-

cal assistance.The families 
thanked the philanthropists 
in Qatar for easing the suffer-
ing of their children. “It was 
very difficult for me to bear 
the expenses of my child’s 
treatment,” said the father 
of an 8-year-old child, Sadia, 
who received the treatment 
at the camp, adding that “we 
got an opportunity to treat my 
child with the help of Qatar 
Charity.”

“My daughter has been 
suffering from heart disease 
since birth, and we tried eve-
rything to get her better treat-
ment, but all efforts were 
futile due to financial con-
straints,” Tanzina Akhter’s 
mother explained. She ex-
pressed gratitude to Qatar’s 
benefactors and Qatar Char-
ity for providing appropriate 
treatment for her daughter.

It is worth noting that this 
is the country’s second medi-
cal camp of its kind. At the 
first medical camp, 31 chil-
dren received the necessary 
medical care for their congen-
ital heart diseases.

Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign Affairs HE Sheikh Mohammed bin Abdulrahman Al Thani received a written message from 
Minister of Foreign Affairs of Tajikistan Sirojiddin Muhriddin, pertaining to bilateral relations between the two countries and the ways to 
strengthen them. Secretary-General of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs HE Dr Ahmed bin Hassan Al Hammadi received the message during 
his meeting with Ambassador of Tajikistan to Qatar HE Khisrav Sohibzoda on Tuesday. (QNA)

FM RECEIVES MESSAGE FROM TAJIKISTAN COUNTERPART PHCC launches Back to School campaign 
QNA 
DOHA

THE Primary Health Care Cor-
poration (PHCC) has launched 
a back-to-school campaign 
under the slogan ‘Towards 
Promoting Students’ Overall 
Health’, which targets school 
students of all ages, their par-
ents, and all public school em-
ployees.

The campaign, which aims 
to reach the largest possible 
segment of the community, will 
start on Wednesday (today) in 
three health centres: Leabaib, 
Al Thumama and Al Wajbah. 

On Sunday, it will begin in 
schools through events that 
highlight many aspects of 
health to maintain the highest 
level of mental, behavioural 
and psychological health by 
providing educational tips and 
advice on the importance of 
maintaining health via organis-
ing visits by parents with their 

children to health centers.
The campaign will also shed 

light on empowering students 
physically, psychologically, 
mentally and behaviourally, 
preparing them to engage in the 
educational process while en-
joying comprehensive health, 
as well as raising the level of 
health awareness for students, 
their parents and school staff 
on many issues related to phys-
ical, psychological and behav-
ioural health.

The events and activities 
include awareness lectures for 
students through school health 

nurses and a group of health 
educators from health centres. 
Parents will also be involved by 
sending awareness messages 
periodically from the PHCC and 
the School Health Department, 
in addition to holding meetings 
between students and their 
parents with doctors, health 
educators and psychologists, 
and social workers in the health 
awareness and education cor-
ner, whether at the school or 
health centres designated to 
implement the campaign.

The PHCC stressed that 
preparing students for the new 
school year is a shared respon-
sibility between the family and 
the school, adding that it is 
necessary to provide all means 
to help students engage in the 
educational process and enjoy 
physical, psychological and 
mental health, by cultivating 
healthy habits to reach a safe 
lifestyle and promote overall 
health.

Qatar Charity distributes food as aid 
to underprivileged families in Sudan

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

QATAR Charity (QC) has provided ur-
gent food aid to thousands of under-
privileged families in Sudan’s states 
including North Darfur, South Kordo-
fan, River Nile, Sennar, Al Jazirah and 
Khartoum.

As part of the urgent food aid, 7,500 
food packages, nearly 345 tonnes of 
food items, were delivered to the tar-
geted beneficiaries, in cooperation with 
Qatar Charity’s partners in Sudan. 

The beneficiaries included vulner-
able families, patients, widows, inter-
nally displaced families, the affected 
and the needy, in addition to the fami-
lies of the orphans sponsored by Qa-
tar Charity in the Sheikha Aisha Bint 
Hamad Bin Abdullah Al-Attiyah Model 
Orphans City in River Nile State.

Qatar Charity’s field teams have 
successfully implemented the urgent 
food project despite the harsh wheat-

ear conditions in many states that are 
witnessing floods and heavy rains that 
cause road closures. 

Commissioner for Humanitar-

ian Aid in Sudan Najm Al-Din Musa 
praised the great development and hu-
manitarian efforts that Qatar Charity 
has been making to serve the vulner-

able and the needy in Sudan, naming 
it as one of the largest humanitarian 
partners in Sudan. 

Haj Bella, representative of the 
River Nile State government, praised 
the humanitarian roles played by Qa-
tar Charity at the state level, noting 
that such works indicate the strength of 
humanitarian relations between Sudan 
and Qatar. 

Minister of Social Affairs Tahani 
Mirghani applauded the great efforts of 
Qatar and Qatar Charity, especially in 
supporting orphans. 

Many beneficiaries thanked Qatar 
Charity for delivering the food aid. 

Abdul Azim Ibrahim said that Qa-
tar Charity’s timely food aid helped 
his family meet their food need as he 
became unable to meet the need of the 
family. 

Qatar Charity has recently launched 
an urgent food aid convoy in Sudan 
to help internally displaced persons 
(IDPs) in Sudan’s Blue Nile State.

National Blockchain 
Blueprint for Qatar:
CRA announces
public consultation 
TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK

DOHA

THE Communications Reg-
ulatory Authority (CRA) 
launched a public consul-
tation about the ‘National 
Blockchain Blueprint for Qa-
tar’, which was collaboratively 
developed by CRA, Hamad 
Bin Khalifa University and 
Qatar University, with the 
aim of receiving the views 
and comments of stakehold-
ers and parties concerned in 
Qatar with the content of the 
drafted document.

The blueprint establishes 
the frame for blockchain at the 
national level and identifies its 
key elements, regulatory foun-
dation, adoption foundation, 
and innovation and creativ-
ity. The blueprint identifies key 
blockchain requirements, and 
provides a set of recommenda-
tions towards achieving the de-
sired objectives, identifying and 
building an efficient regulatory 
foundation for blockchain, cre-
ating a solid foundation for the 
government’s approach in this 
field and creating and enabling 
a supportive environment for 
creativity and innovation. The 
blueprint underlines the poten-
tial of the blockchain technol-
ogy and the opportunities that 
it can offer to Qatar.

The blueprint examines 
the most prominent opportu-
nities that blockchain could 
bring to various governmental 
and business sectors. It also 
outlines the necessities and in-
centives that must be provided 
by each sector for the technol-
ogy adoption that contribute 
to emerging startups, pilot 
projects and new companies. 
Blockchain enables capitalis-
ing on available resources and 
interconnecting governmental 
and private entities for effi-
cient, secure and fast data ex-
change in different sectors. It 
can play a key role in shaping 
the future of many businesses 
in Qatar with efficient, secure 
and cost-effective transac-
tions. Thus, contribute to 
supporting the sustainable 
development in the country.

“The National Block-
chain Blueprint highlights 
how blockchain technology 
can contribute to building an 
innovative and growing IT 
sector that contributes to in-

creasing domestic and foreign 
investment, which supports 
Qatar National Vision 2030 
and Qatar National Develop-
ment Strategy. The CRA was 
keen to develop this blueprint 
in line with the importance of 
developing a solid regulatory 
framework for enabling the 
investment environment and 
creating a strong industry and 
adoption of emerging tech-
nology. The regulation is im-
portant to protect users and 
provide the adequate legal 
framework that allows block-
chain innovation and adop-
tion. I would like to thank 
Hamad Bin Khalifa University 
and Qatar University for all 
their efforts and cooperation 
in developing this blueprint 
and we look forward to our 
further collaboration in the 
future,” said Ali Al-Suwaidi, 
director of Technical Affairs 
Department at CRA.

Stakeholders and parties 
concerned can submit their 
related views and comments 
by emailing nbbconsultation@
cra.gov.qa by not later than 
September 15, 2022. The pub-
lic consultation document can 
be accessed through CRA’s 
website via the link: https://
www.cra.gov.qa/document/
national-blockchain-blueprint

Ali Al Suwaidi

The blueprint also outlines 
the necessities and incen-
tives that must be provid-
ed by each sector for the 
technology adoption that 
contribute to emerging 
startups, pilot projects 
and new companies

The campaign will start in 
schools with activities 
highlighting various areas 
of health and offer educa-
tional advice to maintain 
the best degree of mental, 
behavioral, and psycholog-
ical health



Nation

Indonesia to celebrate 77th Independence Day today
CATHERINE W GICHUKI

DOHA 

INDONESIANS in Qatar will 
join other compatriots world-
wide to mark their country’s 
77th anniversary of Independ-
ence Day today (Wednesday).

Indonesia gained its Inde-
pendence on August 17, 1945 
when founding father Soekar-
no proclaimed to the world 
the country’s freedom from 
colonialism.

Ambassador of Indonesia 
to Qatar HE Ridwan Hassan 
said, “On this joyous occa-
sion, I extend my heartiest 
felicitations to all my fellow 
Indonesians living in Qatar. 
I would like to take this op-
portunity to express our sin-
cerest gratitude and apprecia-
tion to the Amir of Qatar His 
Highness Sheikh Tamim bin 
Hamad Al Thani, the mem-
bers of the Royal Family, the 
government and the people 

of Qatar for their support and 
assistance to the Indonesian 
Embassy and Indonesian 
community in Qatar.”

The ambassador said that 
Indonesia and Qatar have 
enjoyed excellent relations 
based on common faith and 
mutual interests. 

“Under the guidance of 
His Highness Sheikh Tamim 
bin Hamad Al Thani and our 
His Excellency President 

Joko Widodo, the relations 
between Qatar and Indonesia 
have been strengthened and 
nurtured from time to time. 
The contact and exchange 
visits from various levels of 
leadership have cemented the 

solid bilateral relations in po-
litical, economic and social-
cultural spheres,” he said.

Ambassador Hassan said 
that the Indonesian commu-
nity in Qatar is grateful and 
proud to be able to contribute 

to the remarkable progress 
and development of Qatar. 

“Even though the number 
of workforces is far below its 
potential, the presence of In-
donesian has made significant 
contributions in important 

sectors in Qatar such as oil 
and gas as well as hospitality,” 
he said.

He added that the Embas-
sy of Indonesia in Doha will 
continue to promote and fa-
cilitate any effort to strength-
en and deepen the relations 
between the two countries, 
including in people- to-people 
relationships.

According to him, 2022 
and 2023 will be exciting 
years for both countries as 
Qatar will be hosting the FIFA 
World Cup 2022 and Indone-
sia resumes its presidency of 
the G20. 

“Next year, Indonesia and 
Qatar together will celebrate 
and appreciate their cultural 
relations through a year-long 
programme ‘Qatar – Indone-
sia Year of Culture’. It is just 
to mention a few things the 
two countries can involve in 
cooperation and collabora-
tion,” he said. “May Allah The 

Almighty bless Indonesia and 
Qatar with prosperity and 
ability to work together for 
progress and development of 
the countries and their peo-
ple.”

On a different note, the 
ambassador said that Janu-
ary this year was an essential 
milestone in the plan to relo-
cate the capital of Indonesia 
from Jakarta to a new capital 
called Nusantara. 

“The House of Repre-
sentatives of Indonesia Ple-
nary Meeting approved the 
Law on the National Capital 
(Law Number 3 of 2022). 
The name Nusantara is taken 
from the Sanskrit language, 
which means archipelago, 
as the identity of Indonesia, 
which has a diverse culture 
and consists of islands united 
by the ocean. Nusantara has a 
mission to build a city that is 
green, smart, inclusive, resil-
ient and sustainable,” he said.

Georgetown celebrates fresh 
graduates of IEDM programme

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

A closing ceremony held at QF 
partner Georgetown University 
in Qatar (GU-Q) honoured 14 
graduates of the International 
Executive Master’s in Emergen-
cy and Disaster Management 
(IEDM) degree programme.  

As part of the day’s pro-
gramming, an exhibit of student 
capstone projects contributing 
original research on key issues 
in global incident management 
underscored the critical need for 
emergency response education 
to keep communities safe when 
disaster strikes.

The IEDM programme is of-
fered through Georgetown Uni-
versity’s School of Continuing 
Studies (SCS) in Washington, 
DC, and supported by the Office 
of Executive and Professional 
Education at GU-Q. 

This year’s fifth cohort of 
graduates drawn from diverse 
fields, including healthcare, 
engineering, law enforcement 
and social services, gained the 
skills and knowledge necessary 
to prepare for and respond to a 
wide variety of natural, techno-
logical and man-made disasters 
through hands-on experience 
and engagement opportunities 
with leading experts in the field. 

This year’s guest speaker 
was Dr Hassan Al Thani, head 
of Trauma and Vascular Surgery 
Sections of Hamad General Hos-
pital and a 2019 IEDM graduate. 

Dr Kelly J. Otter, dean of 
SCS, also addressed the newest 
IEDM alumni. “As graduates 
of this programme, you have 
learned how to manage evolv-
ing complexities and make deci-
sions in the face of much uncer-
tainty,” she said. “And as the last 
few years have demonstrated, 
especially in the wake of a global 
pandemic, your leadership and 

expertise are needed now more 
than ever.” 

Dr Otter also thanked the 
Ministry of Public Health and 
the Ministry of Interior for their 
leadership, saying: “Throughout 
the years, they have demon-
strated an extraordinary com-
mitment to partnering with us 
to create and promote the IEDM 
programme. Their invaluable 
support has enabled many of 
their outstanding employees to 
participate in the programme, 
further elevating the level of aca-
demic discourse.”

Dean of GU-Q Dr Clyde Wil-
cox praised the students for their 
achievements, saying: “Today 
is also an important day for our 
university in furtherance of our 
desire to contribute to the con-
tinued growth and development 
of the people of Qatar and the 
broader Middle East Region.”

Georgetown faculty direc-
tor Dr Tim Frazier said, “It has 
been a personal privilege getting 
to know each and every one of 
these students. I have been im-

pressed with their intellect, their 
hard work and their kindness to-
ward each other and me.”

Before the ceremony, a gal-
lery walk of capstone projects 
showcased the complexity of 
preventing and responding to 
emergencies and disasters. Pro-
ject topics with real-world con-
sequences in the region included 
cybersecurity, drought manage-
ment and healthcare capacity 
building and emergency plan-
ning for the FIFA World Cup in 
Qatar 2022.

Students also tackled the 
Fukushima nuclear disaster, 
artificial intelligence in wildfire 
management, humanitarian as-
sistance, global healthcare col-
laboration and capacity building, 
transnational terror networks, 
women in disaster response 
leadership positions, and health-
care resilience in the wake of dis-
asters like the pandemic.

Earning special recognition 
for their research, Nursing Af-
fairs Specialist Ebtesam Abdulla 
Jassim received the Outstand-

ing Capstone Thesis Award for 
‘Increase Patient Surge Capacity 
at Primary Health Care Cent-
ers During the FIFA World Cup 
2022: A Quantitative Study’ and 
federal law enforcement agent 
Matthew Murray was present-
ed the Outstanding Capstone 
Impact Award for ‘A Strategy 
for Building Foreign Law En-
forcement Networks to Defeat 
Transnational Terror Networks 
through Tailored Capacity 
Building Programsme’.

The IEDM programme of-
fers a blend of virtual learn-
ing and on-site international 
residencies designed to shape 
the next generation of leaders 
in government, the private 
sector and nonprofit organi-
sations. With a global focus, 
this programme prepares 
emergency management pro-
fessionals to effectively ap-
ply preparedness principles, 
mitigate potential threats and 
manage response and recov-
ery efforts within an interna-
tional context.

Sidra Medicine to organise 
Pediatric Neuroscience 
Conference from Sept 29

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

SIDRA Medicine will host its 
second Pediatric Neurosci-
ence Conference (PNC 2022) 
from September 29 to Octo-
ber 1, 2022 in partnership 
with the Society for Research 
into Hydrocephalus and Spi-
na Bifida (SRHSB).

The virtual conference 
will feature local and inter-
national neuroscience ex-
perts from Europe, North 
America and the MENA re-
gion, who will share insights 
and best practice methodolo-
gies to understand the epide-
miology and mechanisms of 
neurological diseases, focus-
ing on treatable neurological 
and neurosurgical disorders.

Dr Ian Pople, division 
chief of Neurosurgery at 
Sidra Medicine and co-chair 
of PNC 2022, said: “Sidra 
Medicine has been at the 
forefront in offering ground-
breaking neurological and 
neurosurgical services for 
the children of Qatar and 
from the wider MENA re-
gion. Our annual Pediatric 
Neuroscience Conference is 
an opportunity to share life-
saving insights that will help 
advance both the care and 
cure for children with neu-
rological disorders. We look 
forward to sharing our best 
practice approaches and re-
search agenda with our peers 
as well as hearing from them, 
in what promises to be an 
educational and meaningful 

exchange of methodologies, 
knowledge and ideas.”

The Society for Research 
into Hydrocephalus and 
Spina Bifida will lead the ses-
sion on Day 1 with ground 
breaking research on Hy-
drocephalus and Spina Bi-
fida while Day 2 will explore 
further new treatment op-
tions for these disorders. 
Day 3 will feature sessions 
on updates in the treatment 
of epilepsy; neurometabolic 
disorders such as leukodys-
trophies; and neuromuscular 
disorders including new gene 
therapies. Day 3 will also 

feature a session on precision 
medicine in neurological dis-
orders.

Co-chairs of PNC 2022 Dr 
Husam Kayyali, division chief 
of Neurology, and Dr Ruba 
Benini, medical director of the 
Neurodiagnostic Laboratory 
from the Department of Neu-
rology, at Sidra Medicine, said: 
“Our renowned epilepsy pro-
gramme has helped hundreds 
of children, particularly those 
with intractable epilepsy or 
having structural or metabolic 
epilepsy disorders. We are in-
credibly proud that our treat-
ment outcomes are leading in 
the field and are comparable 
to other world-class paediat-
ric epilepsy centres. This has 
positioned Sidra Medicine 
as one of the only children’s 
hospitals in the Middle East 
to offer a comprehensive ap-
proach to epilepsy care un-
der one roof. We are also 
extremely proud of our neu-
romuscular programme that 
has placed Sidra Medicine on 
centre stage in providing gene 
therapy for children with Spi-
nal Muscular Atrophy.”

The Pediatric Neurosci-
ence Conference 2022 will be 
an Accredited Group Learn-
ing Activity (Category 1) as 
defined by the Ministry of 
Public Health’s Department 
of Healthcare Professions – 
Accreditation Section and is 
approved for a maximum of 
13 hours.

Registrations for PNC 
2022 are now open at www.
sidra.org/PNC

Qatar Foundation entity partners with the Society for 
Research into Hydrocephalus and Spina Bifida

Dr. Husam Kayyali

‘We are incredibly proud 
that our treatment out-
comes are leading in the 
field and are comparable 
to other world-class paedi-
atric epilepsy centres’

Northwestern Qatar Class of 2026 includes filmmakers, writers, entrepreneurs

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

FROM creative filmmakers 
and news anchors to novel 
writers and digital content cre-
ators, Northwestern Qatar’s 
Class of 2026 joins the school 
with dynamic experiences and 
several unique talents and in-
terests.

“The Class of 2026 was 
selected from an impres-
sive pool that was the largest 
in the school’s history,” said 
Marwan M. Kraidy, dean and 
CEO of Northwestern Qatar. 
“They have achieved the high-
est academic standing among 
their high school peers and 
come with an array of extra-
curricular achievements and 
interests that will help enliven 
and enrich our community of 
evidence-based storytellers.”

Aisha Al-Remithi is among 
the students from Qatar, 
which is represented by nearly 
40 percent of the new class. 
An avid entrepreneur, she co-
founded the first private busi-
ness incubator in Qatar. As a 
Northwestern Qatar student, 
she plans to discover emerg-
ing opportunities in the media 
industry. “I have always been 
interested in the ways the me-
dia industry changes,” said 
Al-Remithi. “I came here to 
learn not only about emerging 
media industries but also how 
to contribute to the creative 
economy in my country.”

Also among the students 
making up the school’s 15th 
incoming class, is Isra Fejzul-
laj, an international student 
from Albania who grew up in 
Turkey. “It has only been a 
couple of weeks since I arrived 

in Qatar, and I’m already help-
ing in a student film set, apply-
ing to be part of The Daily Q 
team, and meeting many peo-
ple from different nationalities 
and cultures,” said Fejzullaj, 
underscoring how opportuni-
ties at Northwestern Qatar will 
help her grow as an aspiring 
media professional. “As some-
one who is passionate about 
media and politics, I’m excited 
about the possibilities here to 
develop myself academically 
and professionally.”

Another international 
student joining as part of the 
Class of 2026 is Mubashir 
Hanif, an aspiring filmmaker 
who was part of the team pro-
ducing the first Pakistani film 
to win at the Cannes Interna-
tional Film Festival. For the 
next four years as an under-
graduate, he says the mentor-

ship and other opportunities 
at the school will help him 
grow as a filmmaker. 

“As someone who is pas-
sionate about filmmaking,” 
said Hanif, “studying at 
Northwestern Qatar gives me 

access to resources that no 
other place offers and allows 
me to benefit from Qatar’s lo-
cation as a regional film hub 
which will help me expand my 
network in the industry.”

A women empowerment 

advocate, Hiba Sobaii joins 
Northwestern Qatar from 
Morocco, where she was co-
founder and president of the 
female empowerment asso-
ciation at her high school. She 
plans to use the media skills 

she will learn as an undergrad-
uate to empower marginalized 
women in the Middle East. “I 
have always been interested in 
media and committed to wom-
en empowerment advocacy,” 
said Sobaii. “Studying here [at 
Northwestern Qatar] allows 
me to combine both interests 
and focus on giving a voice to 
the women in our region.”

Together with their fellow 
Class of 2026 students, Al-
Remithi, Fejzullaj, and Hanif 
make up one of the most di-
verse, competitive, and dy-
namic cohorts in the school’s 
history. They hail from all over 
the world, including Qatar, the 
U.S., Albania, Austria, Bang-
ladesh, Brazil, Canada, China, 
Egypt, India, Iran, Jordan, 
Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Lat-
via, Morocco, Nepal, Oman, 
Pakistan, Palestine, Rwanda, 
South Korea, Sudan, Taiwan, 
Tajikistan, Zimbabwe, and 
many nations and cultural 
backgrounds represented for 
the first time at Northwestern 
Qatar.

Northwestern Qatar students pose for a group photo on the campus of Education City.

As many nations and cultural backgrounds are represented for the 
first time at Northwestern Qatar; the 2026 class is one of the most 
diverse, competitive, and dynamic cohorts in the school’s history

Georgetown Qatar students at the IEDM programme’s closing ceremony in Doha on Tuesday.

Ambassador of Indonesia to 
Qatar HE Ridwan Hassan 
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Students from Texas A&M’s 
main and Qatar campuses 
attend summer programme

Tribune news neTwork
Doha

TwenTY-five students from Tex-
as A&M University at Qatar, a Qatar 
foundation partner university, and 
eight students from the main cam-
pus in College Station participated 
in the Texas Summer Research ex-
perience programme. 

in this exchange programme, 
students from the Doha campus 
were matched with research teams 
on the College Station campus and 
given an opportunity to work on 
projects with other undergraduate 
students, graduate students, post-
doctoral researchers and Texas A&M 
faculty. At the same time, students 
from College Station were matched 
with research projects for the sum-
mer in Qatar and worked in labs at 
the Texas A&M at Qatar engineer-
ing Building in education City. 

nathan Joseph Braganza, a 
Texas A&M University at Qatar me-
chanical engineering student, was 
involved in desalination research on 
the main campus. 

He said, “i went to College Sta-
tion to study abroad in fall 2021 
and i loved it so much that i wanted 
to come back during the summer. 
This programme provides us stu-
dents an incredible opportunity to 
work with exceptional faculty in 
state-of-the-art facilities in one of 

the top-ranked engineering col-
leges in the world. The Aggie spirit 
in College Station is incredible and 
wholesome. it has been a great ex-
perience.”

Apart from the research educa-
tion at the respective universities, 
students also got to experience dif-
ferent cultures and perspectives 
during their summer abroad.

ian Poynter, who is studying 
electrical and computer engineer-
ing at College Station, participated 
in the programme on the Doha 
campus and said it was a unique op-
portunity to experience a different 
culture.

“i am always looking for ways to 
push out of my comfort zone while 
having memorable experiences, 
and this opportunity offered both,” 
Poynter said. “One of the biggest 
things i have learned since coming 

here is that despite the significant dif-
ferences in culture and daily life, most 
people here are not so different from 
those you would meet back home in 
the US. i look forward to taking the 
lessons i have learned about appreci-
ating each other’s differences.”

Dr Ryan McLawhon, executive 
director of Student Affairs and Aca-
demic Services at Texas A&M Uni-
versity at Qatar, said: “The Texas 
Summer Research experience pro-
vides students a unique opportunity 
to combine undergraduate research 
and global competence. Through 
these experiences, students gain 
real-world problem-solving, re-
search and inquiry experience while 
immersed in another culture. These 
are the kinds of experiences gradu-
ate programmes and employers are 
looking for in today’s engineering 
graduates.”

MoCI recalls 2018 Volvo B11R model
Tribune news neTwork

Doha

THe Ministry of Commerce and 
industry has announced the recall 
of the volvo B11R 2018 model in 
collaboration with Doha Market-
ing Services Co., Qatar’s volvo 
dealership, because the engine 
may stop or shut down due to in-

sufficient air supply from the air 
system.

The recall campaign, accord-
ing to the ministry, is part of its 
ongoing efforts to protect con-
sumers and ensure that car deal-
ers follow up on vehicle defects 
and repairs.

The ministry stated that it will 
work with the dealer to monitor the 

maintenance and repair work and 
will communicate with customers 
to ensure that the necessary repairs 
are made.

The ministry urged all custom-
ers to report any violations to its 
Consumer Protection and Anti-
Commercial fraud Department, 
which handles complaints, inquir-
ies, and suggestions.

Translation Centre at HBKU’s TII offers 
professional development workshops

Tribune news neTwork
Doha

THe Translation and Training Center 
(TTC) at Hamad Bin Khalifa Universi-
ty (HBKU) will commence a new cycle 
of its specialized translation and inter-
preting workshops, promoting indi-
vidual, professional, and community 
development throughout the region. 
The expert-led, highly practical train-
ing sessions, which are now open for 
registration, will take place on a con-
tinuous basis between August 28 and 
May 31, 2023.

The workshops are designed to 
improve and broaden the skill sets 
required of practicing translators, 
interpreters, and communication 
specialists in a variety of profession-
al contexts. Participants will learn 
best practices that meet professional 
standards in business and finance, 

medicine, media, and audiovisual 
translation by connecting the practical 
and theoretical aspects.

Professional interpreting fun-
damentals, Professional Transla-
tion fundamentals, Translation 
and Technology: TTC’s workshops 
include SDL Trados, Business Ara-

bic writing, Master the Techniques 
of note-Taking, Translating Sports, 
Legal Translation, Business and fi-
nance Translation, Medical Transla-
tion, and Revision and Quality As-
surance.

TTC is part of the Translation and 
interpreting institute (Tii) at HB-
KU’s College of Humanities and So-
cial Sciences, and the workshops will 
be held in person at Penrose House in 
education City.

nada Al Mahmeed, Director at 
Tii’s TTC, said: “Our workshops are 
designed for participants to develop 
marketable skills based on industry-
aligned, real-life scenarios. This ap-
proach has enabled the Translation 
and Training Center to make an ap-
preciable impact on the social, eco-
nomic, and workforce development 
across the region through our high 
quality training opportunities.”

Nada Al Mahmeed

QS regional director visits QU
Tribune news neTwork

Doha

DR Hassan Al-Derham, President 
of Qatar University (QU), received 
Dr Ashwin fernandez, QS Regional 
Director of the Middle east, north 
Africa and South Asia, who visited 
Qatar University campus recently 
and met with a number of university 
officials and faculty members.

in June, QS Corporation, the 
world’s leading provider of ser-
vices, analysis and insights into 
the global higher education sector, 
revealed the results of its ranking 
of world universities for the year 
2023, announcing that QU ranked 
208 globally, which is a significant 
improvement over the previous 
year. Jumping from 224 in the 2022 
ranking, achieving an increase of 16 

places over last year’s version of the 
same classification.

Commenting on this accom-
plishment Dr Al Derham said: “we 
are proud of Qatar University’s im-
pressive rise in the 2023 world Uni-
versity Rankings. it is wonderful to 
receive worldwide recognition for 
the university’s persistent efforts to 
grow and create a global impact and 
an international research network.”



TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

QATAR Indian Social Forum, 
a socio-cultural organisation 
of Indian expatriate commu-
nity with members from all 
over India, organised a large 
celebration to mark the histor-
ic 100-day countdown to the 
start of the Qatar FIFA World 
Cup-2022.

The celebration brought 
together more than 300 Social 
Forum volunteers from various 
Indian states at Doha’s pictur-

esque Corniche Spot, where the 
FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022  
Official Countdown Clock, 
showed ‘100 Days to Go’. 

The gathering attracted 
a large number of audience, 
football fans and offered a 
taste of the tournament, the 
first of its kind to be held in the 
Middle East and Arab world.

The Social Forum Presi-
dent, Ayyub Ullal, Kerala State 
President Zafer Ahmed, and 
other leaders took part in the 
celebration, which lasted from 
4.30 to 6.30 p.m.

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

THE Indian Sports Centre 
(ISC), which functions under 
the aegis of the Indian em-
bassy, and ‘Manjappada Qa-
tar’, a fan group of the Indian 
expatriates from the southern 
Indian state of Kerala, cele-
brated the 75th year of India’s 
Independence ‘Azadi ka Am-
rit Mahotsav’ and ‘100 days 
to go to World Cup’ with the 
children attending the ‘Young 

Kombans Summer Football 
Coaching Camp’ at Olive In-
ternational School, Doha, on 
August 13. 

Ambassador of India to 
Qatar HE Dr Deepak Mittal 
inaugurated the event and ap-
preciated the ISC and ‘Man-
jappada’ for jointly organising 
and facilitating the free one-
month summer football camp 
and its valuable contribution 
to football. He also felicitated 
the summer camp coaches 
Suneesh Sivan and Suvith 

Vazhappully.
Children from the coach-

ing camp, known as ‘Young 
Kombans’, were awarded with 
certificates and medals by the 
Indian Embassy Defence At-
taché Captain Mohan Alta, 
ISC Vice President Sheji Vali-
yakath and other members of 
the ISC Managing Committee. 
Representative of A1 Engi-
neering, the Title Sponsor of 
the event, Radio partners Ra-
dio Suno and Olive Suno and 
other sponsors were present 
on the occasion. 

A friendly match between 
the ISC and the Radio Part-
ners came to an end with the 
magnificent win by the for-
mer. Prizes were also distrib-
uted to the 75 winners from 
the Radio Suno and Radio 
Olive listeners who won the 
‘Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav 75 
years of Independence Cel-
ebrations On Air Quiz Com-
petition’.

ISC Vice President Sheji, 
Chairman Mohammed Easa 
and Managing Committee 
members Sreenivas, Boban, 
Rajesh, Sippy Jose, Mani-
kandan and Nisha, Manjap-
pada President Deepesh Go-
vindan Kutty, Vice President 
Jose Francis, Secretary Akhil 
Noordeen, were present at the 
event.

Qatar Indian Forum event 
marks 100-day countdown 
of FIFA World Cup in Qatar

ISC and ‘Manjappada Qatar’ 
celebrate I-Day of India and 
‘100 days to go to World Cup’

Nation

MESIS celebrates Independence Day of India Lovedale Kindergarten children 
celebrate Indian Independence 
Day with memorable ceremony

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

MES Indian School, Abu 
Hamour Branch celebrated 
the 75th Independence Day of 
India ‘Azadi ka Amrit Mahot-
sav’ on the school campus. 

MESIS Vice-President A.P 
Khaleel hoisted the Indian flag 
in the school multi-purpose 
hall. 

MES Principal Hameeda 
Kadar felicitated the function. 
Chief guest of the occasion Dr 
Najeeb delivered the presiden-
tial address. 

The joyous occasion 
saw huge cultural presen-
tations from students. The 
Independence Day celebra-
tions started with prayer by 
Fathima Zanha followed by a 
warm welcome to each guest 
in attendance by Master Ak-
shith Saravan. 

Patriotic group dance was 
performed by Sreebadra and 
team. The tiny tots of Grade I 
and II presented a fancy dress 
showcase of prominent histor-
ic personalities amid applause 
of everyone. 

A remarkable speech was 
given by Zeniya to ignite patri-
otism in minds of the students. 

The students of grades 

IV, V and VI presented an 
amazing tableau which was a 
thought-provoking experience 
to everyone in attendance. 

A scintillating group song 
was performed by Nayan and 
team highlighting the patriotic 
moment of all present. Ayesha 
proposed the vote of thanks 
for the event.

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

LOVEDALE International 
Kindergarten celebrated the 
75th Indian Independence 
Day with elegance. 

It was also special for 
Lovedale International Kin-
dergarten as it was the first 
such occasion after the com-
mencement of the kindergar-
ten in April 2022.

The ceremony started at 
8am. Academic Coordina-
tor Daffodil Roy welcomed 
the chief guest Director of 
Lovedale International Kin-
dergarten Chandy George Wil-
liam, Principal Vincy John, 
parents, students, teachers 
and staff on the occasion.

The chief guest hoisted the 
Indian national flag with due 
respect, followed by the ren-
dition of the Indian National 
Anthem.

The tiny tots waved their 
flags with happiness. The chief 
guest, in his message, empha-
sized that the cause of celebra-

tion is not only for all of us but 
also for every supporter of de-
mocracy around the world. 

He exalted the children to 
imbibe the right values and 
become good citizens of this 
world.

Jisha Titus, teacher of the 
Kindergarten, proposed the 
vote of thanks by thanking 
everyone who paid tribute to 
the sacrifices made by the free-
dom fighters.  Later, sweets 
were distributed to all who 
were present on the occasion.
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Olive International School cel-
ebrated 76th Independence 
Day of India on Monday with 
patriotic fervour and zeal. The 
school Vice-Chairman Rony 
Paul and COO Juttus Paul, 
accompanied by the principal 
and staff members, unfurled 
the Tricolour. This was fol-
lowed by the singing of the 
National Anthem, messages 
by the dignitaries and cultural 
programmes. Speaking on 
the occasion, Principal Jacob 
Mathew urged the students to 
cherish coveted the country’s 
freedom and work towards a 
progressive nation. (TNN)

OLIVE INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL MARKS INDIA’S INDEPENDENCE DAY
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With War Nearby, US Shows Support for Poland on Army Holiday

T
he Polish president and 
other officials marked their 
nation’s Armed Forces Day 
holiday Monday alongside 
the U.S. army commander 

in europe and regular American 
troops, a symbolic show of support 
for NATO members on the eastern 
front as Russia wages war nearby 
in Ukraine.

Gen. Darryl Williams, the new 
commanding general of United 
States Army europe and Africa, 
attended the ceremony in front of 
the Tomb of the Unknown Solider 
in downtown Warsaw.

Nearby Polish children climbed 
on top of a U.S. and other other 
NATO tanks, helped by smiling 
American, British and Romanian 
soldiers.

Despite the festive atmosphere, 
Williams told The Associated Press 
that the U.S. presence was meant 
to deliver a message of “strength 
and resilience” “It is about deter-
rence, about being strong, NATO 
is strong, the Polish people are 

strong, and we are standing shoul-
der to shoulder with them,” he 
said.

The holiday commemorates 
Poland’s victory in 1920 over So-
viet Russia in the Battle of War-
saw, which stopped the Bolshevik 
army’s westward advance.

President Andrzej Duda in a 
speech recalled how Soviet com-
manders at the time were sure of 
victory, drawing a obvious paral-
lel to Russian assumptions when 
it launched it full-scale war on 
Ukraine on Feb. 24.

“For 74 years of its existence, 
Soviet Russia lost only one official 
war, and it was that war 102 years 
ago,” he said.

Duda accused Russia breaking 
a taboo in force since World War II 
which held that nations do not at-
tack sovereign nations seeking to 
deprive them of their territory or 
independence.

Among those attending the cer-
emonies was 94-year-old Zbigniew 
Kruszewski, a veteran of the 1944 

Warsaw Uprising against Nazi 
German occupiers. At that time 
Soviet forces, stood by as the Ger-
mans slaughtered Poles.

“We didn’t get help, we were 
abandoned,” Kruszewski, who now 

lives in Texas, told the AP, say-
ing he hopes the presence of U.S. 
troops means Poland would not be 
abandoned again.

Polish Defense Minister Mari-
usz Blaszczak ahead of the cer-

emony told reporters: “Years pass, 
but one thing is constant — when 
Russia tries to rebuild its empire, 
it is always an evil empire. It al-
ways commits war crimes.” Polish 
troops from the different branches 
of the armed forces paraded down 
a street lined with fluttering white-
and-red national Polish flags, and 
Duda promoted new generals.

The military held picnics seek-
ing to recruit volunteers into the 
armed forces amid a new sense of 
threat fueled by Russia’s invasion 
of Ukraine.

American troops have taken 
part before in the Aug. 15 celebra-
tion before but it is the first one 
since President Joe Biden an-
nounced at a NATO summit in 
late June that Washington was 
establishing its first permanent 
U.S. military presence in Poland — 
something Poland has long sought.

The newly named Camp Ko-
sciuszko in Poznan, western Po-
land, is a shared Polish-U.S. base 
that becomes the permanent head-

quarters in Poland for the U.S. Ar-
my’s V Corps, and the easternmost 
U.S. Army base in europe. Many of 
the American troops there, howev-
er, still serve on a rotational basis.

The base is named after Gen. 
Tadeusz Kosciuszko, a hero of 
the American Revolution who 
strengthened the fortifications of 
West Point, and who later returned 
to Poland to fight imperial Russian 
forces.

Maj. Kevin Andersen, a U.S. 
Army public affairs officer, said 
that troops are having trouble say-
ing the name Kosciuszko (roughly 
pronounced koh-ShOOSh’-koh) 
and many have been calling it 
“Camp K” instead.

he said the army has created a 
video helping the soldiers to learn 
to say it as a gesture of respect to 
Poland as it welcomes the Ameri-
cans.

“For now it’s a lot of Camp K., 
but we’re really trying to convince 
the soldiers to pronounce the full 
Camp Kosciuszko,” he said.

A COURT in military-ruled My-
anmar convicted the country’s 
ousted leader, Aung San Suu 

Kyi, on more corruption charges 
on Monday, adding six years to her 
earlier 11-year prison sentence, a le-
gal official said.

The trial was held behind closed 
doors, with no access for media or 
the public, and her lawyers were 
forbidden by a gag order from re-
vealing information about the pro-
ceedings.

In the four corruption cases 
decided Monday, Suu Kyi was al-
leged to have abused her position 
to rent public land at below market 
prices and to have built a residence 
with donations meant for charitable 
purposes. She received sentences 
of three years for each of the four 
counts, but the sentences for three 
of them will be served concurrently, 
giving her a total of six more years 
in prison.

She denied all the charges, and 
her lawyers are expected to appeal.

She already had been sentenced 
to 11 years in prison on sedition, 
corruption and other charges at 
earlier trials after the military oust-
ed her elected government and de-
tained her in February 2021.

Analysts say the numerous 
charges against her and her allies 
are an attempt to legitimize the 
military’s seizure of power while 
eliminating her from politics before 
the military holds an election it has 
promised for next year.

Suu Kyi and her co-defendants 
have denied all the allegations and 
their lawyers are expected to file ap-
peals in the coming days, said the 
legal official, who asked not to be 
identified because he was not au-
thorized to release information and 
feared punishment by the authori-
ties.

Other top members of Suu Kyi’s 
National League for Democracy 
party and her government have also 
been arrested and imprisoned, and 
the authorities have suggested they 
might dissolve the party before the 
next election. The Assistance As-
sociation for Political Prisoners, a 
civil society organization, says more 
than 12,000 people are in detention 
after being seized by the security 
forces.

“The more the terrorist military 
council deliberately imprisons peo-
ple’s leader Daw Aung San Suu Kyi 
with various arbitrary charges, the 
stronger the people’s determination 
to destroy the military dictator be-
comes,” said Tun Myint, a member 
of the underground central working 
committee of Suu Kyi’s party.

The army seized power and 
detained Suu Kyi on Feb. 1, 2021, 
the day when her party would have 
started a second-five year term in 
office after it won a landslide vic-

tory in a November 2020 general 
election. The army said it acted be-
cause there had been massive vot-
ing fraud, but independent election 
observers did not find any major ir-
regularities.

The army’s takeover sparked 
peaceful nationwide street protests 
that security forces quashed with 
lethal force, triggering armed resist-
ance that some U.N. experts now 
characterize as civil war. The mili-
tary government has been accused 
of human rights abuses including 
arbitrary arrests and killings, tor-
ture, and military sweeps that in-
clude air attacks on civilians and 
the burning of entire villages.

The Assistance Association for 
Political Prisoners says it has veri-
fied that 2,191 pro-democracy activ-
ists and other civilians have been 
killed in crackdowns by the mili-
tary, though the actual total is prob-
ably much higher.

Suu Kyi, 77, has been the face of 
opposition to military rule in Myan-
mar for more than three decades. 
She won the 1991 Nobel Peace Prize 
while under house arrest.

her five years as its civilian gov-
ernment leader were marked by 
repression and military dominance 
even though it was Myanmar’s most 
democratic period since a 1962 
coup.

Suu Kyi has been charged with 
a total of 11 counts under the Anti-
Corruption Act, with each count 
punishable by up to 15 years in pris-
on and a fine.

In Monday’s verdicts, the le-
gal official said Suu Kyi received 
a three-year prison sentence for 
building a residence for herself in 
Naypyitaw, allegedly with money 
donated for a charitable foundation 
named after her mother that she 
chaired.

She received a three-year sen-
tence for allegedly taking advantage 
of her position to rent property in 
Yangon, the country’s biggest city, 
for the same foundation, the official 
said.

The two other cases decided 
Monday involved parcels of land 
in Naypyitaw for which she alleg-
edly abused her authority to rent at 
below market prices for the foun-
dation. She received a sentence of 
three years for each of those cases.

The three cases pertaining to 
offenses in Naypyitaw are to be 
served concurrently.

The former mayor of Naypyi-
taw, Myo Aung, was a co-defendant 
in both cases relating to granting 
permits to rent the land. Ye Min 
Oo, the former vice mayor, is a co-
defendant in one case and Min Thu, 
a former member of the Naypyitaw 
Development Committee, in the 
other. each received sentences of 
three years.

Suu Kyi Sentence: 
Attempt to Legitimise 

Power Grab

QNA
Doha

QATAR TV celebrated 
Monday the 52nd an-
niversary of the launch 
of its official broadcast 
which falls on Aug. 15, 

1970, around two years after the 
launch of Qatar Radio broadcast-
ing in 1968.

On that day, Arab viewers were 
on time with a new Arabic screen 
that would join the list of Arabic 
and international channels to con-
vey an integrated and honest image 
of Qatar to its viewers. In addition 
to conveying the aspirations and 
ambitions of its citizens, their past, 
present, culture, and heritage of 
their ancestors.

This date represents a proud 
memory for every citizen and me-
dia person in Qatar. It is also a dear 
and precious occasion in the hearts 
of everyone who lives in Qatar, es-
pecially those who witnessed the 
launch of the Qatari screen and its 
broadcast to the Arab viewer for 
the first time, in a journey that is 
more than five decades now, of giv-
ing, loyalty, brilliance, and success.

The launch of Qatar TV came 
with the increasing importance of 
the media and its emergence as a 
means, message, and content, as 
well as its role in promoting so-
cieties by connecting them with 
sound, image, and word to various 
events, and developments in all 
parts of the earth.

Since that day, 52 years ago, 
Qatar TV has become a permanent 
guest in every home across the 
country through its news bulletins 
and political, economic, religious, 
cultural, sports, scientific and med-
ical programs. In addition to Arab 
and foreign series and films that 
made Qatar TV a leading and dis-
tinguished channel on the region’s 
screens.

Through its various programs 
and events, Qatar TV has contribut-
ed to promoting loyalty and belong-
ing principles, as well as preserving 
Arab and Islamic identity and the 
social and cultural values of Qatari 
society. Also, Qatar TV formed a 
station for media and journalism 
students who wish to enter the 
arenas of video broadcasting and 
provide them with experiences and 
training that increase their profes-
sional competencies. In addition, 
Qatar TV represented an active 
media arena to encourage national 
cadres and produce dramatic and 

artistic works and various media 
programs.

The beginning of Qatar TV 
was in 1970 when Qatar State TV 
was established. Qatar TV began 
its broadcast in black and white, 
while the first color broadcast was 
in 1974.

In 1982, Qatar TV launched 
channel 37 in english broadcast, 
through which American and In-
dian series were broadcasted as 
well as documentary and comedy 
programs.

Qatar TV channel 37 used to 
broadcast sports matches and sig-
nificant events on air and stopped 
broadcasting on July 27, 2014. in 
1981, Studio 4 for the television 
business was opened on Qatar Tv 
which was closed after 20 years 
and became part of the beIN Sports 
building.

In 1998, the satellite transmis-
sion for Qatar TV channel 1 started 
through Arabsat, Nilesat, and hot-
bird satellites.

Qatar TV, like other national 
media, has received the full spon-
sorship of hh the Amir Sheikh 
Tamim bin hamad Al-Thani and 
all officials in charge of the Qatar 
Media Corporation, to carry out its 
mission efficiently, and to continue 
its path and develop its programs 
and services provided to viewers.

Qatar TV went through many 
phases of development. The first 
development was in 2001, when 
the shape of the television changed 
in terms of the logo, program pat-
tern, breaks, advertisements, etc., 
to keep pace with the satellite 
broadcast. It started producing 
historical dramas annually during 
the month of Ramadan, such as 
the series Omar. In mid-2011, the 
establishment of a new studio for 
programs near the TV building was 
announced, and the first program 
to broadcast from it before its offi-
cial opening was the Al Liwan com-

petition program in 2011 during 
the month of Ramadan, after which 
work was stopped until it was fully 
equipped and officially opened and 
was handed over to the television 
support and development commit-
tee.

The second development for 
Qatar TV was in 2011, as a compre-
hensive new development of Qatar 
TV was announced under the aus-
pices of the television support and 
development committee, chaired 
by Talal Al Attiyah. Accordingly, a 
new building for Qatar TV was con-
structed adjacent to the program 
studio that was built at the time, 
and it was equipped with the latest 
international broadcasting equip-
ment.

Qatar TV is one of the first Arab 
channels to include fully modern 
devices and equipment. Another 
studio was built inside the new 
building, dedicated to broadcasting 
news bulletins.

The new launch of Qatar TV 
was at 3:30 Doha time on Sunday 
December 16, 2012. The channel 
stopped broadcasting from the old 
building after the news bulletin.

Then, by 7:30 of the same day, 
the new version of the TV channel 
went on air for the first time, with 
the channels third and new logo, 
graphics, content, and with new 
faces behind the screen. Qatar TV 
now broadcasted using a FULL hD 
1080i system, making it the first 
Gulf and Arab channel to utilize 
this technology, without being en-
cryption.

Qatar TV had three different 
logos over its history, with the Fal-
con being the first, designed by the 
Qatar TV Designer at that time, and 
the designer of the State of Qatars 
Coat of Arms, egyptian Fouad Mo-
hammad Ahmad Al Shibiny.

The first logo was adopted since 
the TVs establishment until the end 
of the year 2000. The logos design 

was distinguished by its compound 
design including a falcon; being the 
most prominent expression of Arab 
heritage, the transmission tower-
still in existence- in the center of 
the logo, with vintage film reels 
right at the bottom of the logo, 
which were in use in the past by tel-
evisions prior to digital tapes.

The second logo on the other 
hand was of an Al Dana pearl, de-
signed by the Qatari Visual Art-
ist Mohammed Ali Abdullah. This 
logo was in use starting early 2001, 
until December 16, 2012.

The logos design was distin-
guished by the creative merging 
of elements together, namely: the 
circular arched shape, inspired by 
the traditional motifs used to deco-
rate doors and windows, and the Al 
Dana -the largest and most expen-
sive type of pearls- in the center of 
the logo.

Adorning the circular arched 
shape and surrounding the Al Dana 
pearl were the nine triangles in-
spired by the Qatari flag. Finally the 
Arabic letter (qaf); the first letter in 
the name of Qatar in Arabic, shown 
as a result of the space between the 
circular arched shape, Al Dana, and 
using two of the nine triangles.

Put together, the design sym-
bolizes the profession of pearl div-
ing practiced by the forefathers in 
Qatar and the Gulf in general.

As for the third and current 
Qatar TV logo, it was adopted on 
December 16, 2012 with the new 
launch of the TV channel. What 
distinguishes it is its extremely 
simple design, where it consists of 
the word Qatar in Arabic in bold, 
with Qatar in english underneath it 
in a small font.

Furthermore, the channel con-
tinues to strive in keeping with the 
latest updates and innovations in 
the domain, to ensure the Arab 
viewer with the best and most 
creative.

Qatar TV: 52 Years of  
Giving and Creativity

The beginning of Qatar TV was in 1970 with the establishment of the Qatar State TV. Qatar 
TV began its broadcast in black and white, while the first color broadcast was in 1974.

Gen. Darryl Williams, the new commanding general of United States Army 
Europe and Africa, second right, greets with US soldier during a picnic marking 
the Polish Army Day in Warsaw, Poland, Monday.
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Nairobi Deputy President William ruto was de-
clared the winner of Kenya’s presidential election on 
Monday, securing 50.49% of the vote to narrowly beat 
long-time opposition leader and former prime minis-
ter raila odinga.

ruto, 55, will take over from President Uhuru Ken-
yatta, who has led the country for more than 10 years.

Electoral commission 
chairman Wafula Chebukati 
said ruto had won almost 
7.18 million votes in the au-
gust 9 election, against 6.94 
million (48.85%) for his rival, 
77-year-old odinga.

before going to the polls, 
both ruto and odinga had 
declared that they would not 
contest the election if they 
lost. but a tense, days-long 
vote count raised fears of post-
election violence in the East 
african country.

odinga had sought the presidency for the fifth time 
and campaigned on an anti-corruption ticket. ruto 
pledged far-reaching economic reforms to improve the 
lot of small businesses and farms. rising food and fuel 
prices have added to tensions in the country of some 56 
million inhabitants, which is home to a wide range of 
ethnic groups. Past elections have often been charac-
terized by outbreaks of violence. (DPA)

LoNDoN roads in parts of the UK have flooded as 
heavy rain and thunderstorms sweep across the country 
for the second day running.

The Meteorological office issued a yellow thunder-
storm alert for England and Wales on Tuesday, warning 
of more flash flooding as well as transport disruption 
and power cuts.

The weather warning will stay in place on Wednes-
day for southern England, where communities could be 
cut off by flooded roads, and the chance of fast-flowing 
or deep floodwater could cause danger to life.

The Environment agency has put out 19 flood alerts 
in areas of the Midlands and south-east England.

it comes amid an abrupt end to last week’s heat-
wave and follows weeks of little rain, which has caused 
drought and left land parched.  (DPA)

William Ruto narrowly 
defeats rival to win 
Kenya’s presidency

Roads flooded as heavy 
rain and thunderstorms 
lash parts of UK

DPA
Moscow

aN ammunition depot ex-
ploded in Crimea on Tuesday 
morning, triggering an evacu-
ation, according to an official, 
in further blasts to rock the 
russian-occupied peninsula.

Videos posted on social 
media showed a large fire and a 
cloud of smoke rising from the 
site of the blast in the north-
ern part of Crimea. Two peo-
ple in the Dzhankoi area were 
injured, according to Crimea’s 
russia-appointed leader Ser-
gei aksyonov. “an evacuation 
is underway, a five-kilometre 
security zone is being formed 
for the safety of residents,” ak-
syonov said in a video message 
posted on Telegram.

He said forces from the 
Ministry of Defence, the Na-
tional Guard and the Civil De-
fence were being deployed.

The explosion occurred 
in the village of Maiskoye, at 
a former farm that is now be-
ing used by russian forces 
as an ammunition depot, ac-
cording to the authorities. a 
power supply substation also 
caught fire, they said. rus-
sian defence ministry officials 
called the fresh Crimean blast 
an “act of sabotage,” interfax 
news agency reported. by ear-
ly afternoon, 3,000 people had 
been evacuated from the area.

repairs are under way and 
there were no serious injuries, 
the ministry said. it remain 
unclear what caused the explo-
sion. The blast has also caused 
restrictions to rail traffic with 

trains from Moscow only able 
to reach Vladyslavivka, an in-
convenience for russians trav-
elling to the popular holiday 
area during their summer.

russia annexed Crimea 
from Ukraine in 2014 and 
launched a wider invasion of 
the country in February. The 
latest blast comes a week af-
ter powerful explosions tore 
through the Saki military air-
field in Crimea, with one per-
son killed and 14 injured. That 
blast considerably weakened 
the naval aviation of russia’s 
black Sea Fleet, according to a 

recent assessment by the brit-
ish Ministry of Defence.

analysts have said that 
Ukraine struck the base, with 
several fighter jets destroyed 
in the blast, although Kiev has 
not officially confirmed the at-
tack. Moscow however attrib-
uted last week’s attack to a fire 
safety violation. a Ukrainian 
drone struck the russian black 
Sea Fleet in the port city of Sev-
astopol, also in Crimea, on July 
31, according to the authori-
ties, also causing casualties. as 
the war continues, Ukrainian 
fighters are seeking to prevent 

russia from seizing the eastern 
Donbass region, and also parts 
of the south of the country that 
have come under heavy attack. 
Kiev is also trying to regain 
control of Crimea.

russia accused the West 
of being deeply involved in 
Ukrainian counter-offensives. 
“Not only are the coordinates 
of attack targets provided by 
Western intelligence services, 
but the input of this data into 
weapons systems is done un-
der the full control of Western 
specialists,” Defence Minister 
Sergei Shoigu said

Evacuation after blast 
at Crimea arms depot; 
sabotage says Russia

An armoured vehicle painted with the letter (Z) which has become a symbol of support for Russian military 
action in Ukraine, is seen at the parking place of the Army-2022 International Military-Technical Forum at 
the Russian Armed Forces’ Patriot Park in Kubinka, outside Moscow, on Tuesday. (AFP)

DPA
Brussels

THE European Union and other 
countries involved in the interna-
tional nuclear deal with iran are 
currently assessing iran’s response 
to a compromise proposal, Nabila 
Massrali, a spokesperson for the 
EU’s foreign policy chief said on 
Tuesday.

“For the moment we are study-
ing it and we are consulting with 
the other [Joint Comprehensive 
Plan of action] participants and the 
US on the way forward,” Massrali 
told journalists in brussels.

The Joint Comprehensive Plan 
of action aimed to prevent Tehran 
from building nuclear weapons 
came first into effect in 2015.

in a diplomatic tour de force, 

representatives from the US and 
iran, as well as other countries, had 
been trying to reach an agreement 
that would result in the removal of 
US sanctions and the reinstatement 
of restrictions on Tehran’s nuclear 
programme.

These were the original goals of 
the 2015 pact known as the Joint 
Comprehensive Plan of action, 
which aimed to prevent Tehran 
from building nuclear weapons.

in 2018 the United States, un-
der then-President Donald Trump, 
decided to unilaterally leave the 
agreement.

in a diplomatic tour de force, 
representatives from the US and 
iran, as well as other countries, had 
been trying to revive the agreement 
in recent months.

a potential deal would result 

in the removal of US sanctions and 
the reinstatement of restrictions on 
Tehran’s nuclear programme simi-
lar to the 2015 deal.

Earlier on Tuesday the EU 
Commission confirmed the receipt 
of iran’s answers to the compro-
mise proposal which was finalised 
by the EU at the beginning of last 
week.

an EU official spoke of a “very 
good compromise.” “What can be 
negotiated has been negotiated, 
and it’s now in a final text,” Josep 
borrell, the EU’s top diplomat, 
tweeted on august 8th.

borrell added that “if these an-
swers are positive, then we can sign 
this deal.” borrell’s spokesperson 
on Tuesday did not provide further 
details, such as the content of the 
response or a possible timetable.

EU is ‘studying’ Iran’s answers to 
a bid to revive nuclear deal
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ulM, Germany German police are investigating a fatal road 
accident involving an autonomous vehicle that left one person 
dead and nine injured.

It is not clear whether the autonomous vehicle, which was 
carrying five people including the 43-year-old driver, was being 
steered by computer or the driver at the time of the accident.

The electric test vehicle was driving on a bend in the B28 
road near römerstein, south-east of stuttgart, on Monday when 
it crossed for unknown reasons into the opposite lane and 
struck an oncoming car. (DPA)

Fatal road accident involving autonomous 
vehicle in Germany

IslAMABAd Gunmen shot and killed two police officers de-
ployed to guard medics administering the polio vaccine in 
north-western Pakistan on Tuesday.

The policemen were killed in the Tank district of Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa province during a door-to-door vaccination drive, 
Qudrat ullah, a local police officer, said.

He said the gunmen, who were riding a motorcycle, had fled 
the scene. No group has claimed responsibility for the attack.

on Monday, the provincial government launched the vac-
cination drive to jab more than a million children up to the age 
of 5. (DPA)

Gunmen kill police officers guarding 
polio vaccine medics in Pakistan

News 
in brief

los Angeles The oscars Academy says it will host an evening 
of “conversation, healing and performances” hosted by Na-
tive American activist and actress sacheen littlefeather. The 
event will feature a formal apology to the actress who suffered 
decades of abuse within the industry following her appearance 
at the 1973 oscars. littlefeather famously took to the stage to 
decline Marlon Brando’s best actor award for The Godfather, at 
his request. (DPA)

YerevAN The number of people who have died after a blast 
at a shopping mall outside Yerevan has risen to 16. rescue 
workers pulled more bodies out of the rubble of the collapsed 
buildings, Armenia’s civil defence agency said on Tuesday. A 
pregnant woman and a small child were among the dead, of-
ficials said. emergency crews are still looking for those who are 
missing. Many people are still receiving hospital treatment after 
the blast which left more than 60 people injured, many of them 
children. (DPA)

Oscars to apologise to Native American 
actress Sacheen Littlefeather

Death toll from Armenia shopping centre 
blast reaches 16

Taipei slams 
Chinese curbs 
on Taiwan 
politicians after 
US visits

DPA
TAIPeI

CHiNa on Tuesday said it is 
imposing sanctions on seven 
Taiwanese political figures who 
it described as “independence 
diehards,” further pressing the 
self-ruled democracy amid in-
creased tensions following a US 
official visit to Taipei.

The seven Taiwan politi-
cians and their family members 
will not be allowed to enter 
mainland China, Hong Kong 
and Macau. Those affected will 
be also forbidden from doing 
business or forging cooperation 
with Chinese organisations and 
individuals, China’s state news 
agency Xinhua reported.

The sanctions came after 
recent visits of U.S. House 
Speaker Nancy Pelosi and a 
congressional delegation led 
by Senator Ed Markey to Tai-
pei this month, which caused 
China’s ire. Taiwan has had 
an independent government 
since 1949, but China consid-
ers the island part of its ter-
ritory. Those affected by the 
retaliatory sanctions include 
Taiwan’s top U.S. diplomat 
Hsiao bi-khim, Deputy Legis-
lative speaker Tsai Chi-chang, 
the ruling Democratic Pro-
gressive Party’s leading fig-
ures, such as Ker Chien-Ming 
and Lin Fei-fan, as well as 
others.in November, Taiwan 
Premier Su Tseng-chang, Leg-
islative speaker You Si-kun 
and foreign minister Jaushieh 
Joseph Wu were put on the 
sanctions list. Taiwan’s ruling 
Democratic Progressive Party 
(DPP) called beijing’s impos-
ing sanctions on Taiwanese 
people meaningless, saying it 
aims to create chilling effects 
in Taiwan.

Kenya’s defeated presi-
dential candidate Raila 
Odinga
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DOHA Bank, one of the largest com-
mercial banks in Qatar, on Tuesday an-
nounced that the bank has brought its 
customers Apple Pay, a safer, more secure 
and private way to pay that helps custom-
ers avoid handing their payment card to 
someone else, touching physical buttons 
or exchanging cash — and uses the power 
of iPhone to protect every transaction.

Customers simply hold their iPhone 
or Apple Watch near a payment termi-
nal to make a contactless payment. Every 
Apple Pay purchase is secure because it 
is authenticated with Face ID, Touch ID, 
or device passcode, as well as a one-time 
unique dynamic security code.

Apple Pay is accepted in grocery 
stores, pharmacies, taxis, restaurants, 
coffee shops, retail stores, and many                                
more places.

Customers can also use Apple Pay on 
iPhone, iPad, and Mac to make faster and 
more convenient purchases in apps or on 
the web in Safari without having to create 
accounts or repeatedly type in shipping 
and billing information. Apple Pay makes 
it easier to pay for food and grocery de-
liveries, online shopping, transportation, 
and parking, among other things. Apple 

Pay can also be used to make payments in 
apps on Apple Watch.

Security and privacy are at the core of 
Apple Pay. When customers use a credit or 
debit card with Apple Pay, the actual card 
numbers are not stored on the device, nor 
on Apple servers. Instead, a unique Device 
Account Number is assigned, encrypted, 
and securely stored in the Secure Element, 
an industry-standard, certified chip de-
signed to store the payment information 
safely on the device.

Apple Pay is easy to set up. On iPhone, 
simply open the Wallet app, tap +, and fol-
low the steps to add Doha Bank’s credit or 
debit cards. Once a customer adds a card 
to iPhone, Apple Watch, iPad, and Mac, 
they can start using Apple Pay on that de-
vice right away. Customers will continue 
to receive all of the rewards and benefits 
offered by Doha Bank’s cards.

Doha Bank brings Apple 
Pay for its customers

Carrefour Qatar opens its newest 
store in Doha’s Lagoona Mall

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

CARREFOUR Qatar has unveiled its 
newest addition, the 10th store in its 
collection of successful retail hyper-
markets and supermarkets in Qatar. 
The newest store is in Lagoona Mall, 
a well-appointed and dynamic shop-
ping destination, situated between 
the iconic Zig Zag towers on Doha’s 
elegant waterfront.

In close proximity to Katara, 
Doha’s cultural district; The Pearl, 
Doha’s stylish residential and yacht-
ing development, Carrefour’s new-
est store is situated minutes away 
from Legtaifiya subway station, and 
is located on the ground floor of La-
goona Mall, and occupies the second 
largest space among more than 180 
stores in  the mall.

With a total shopping floor of 
more than 2700 square meters, 
the eagerly awaited Carrefour store 
represents a high degree of sus-
tainability all the way from plan-
ning to execution. Examples in-
clude a full LED lighting system, 
energy-saving refrigerator doors 
and water reducer faucets, just to 
mention a few. In addition, the 
store features all modern comforts 
to give customers a pleasant shop-
ping experience in good time with 
the Back-to-School season.

Carrefour Regional Director Lau-
rent Hausknecht said, “We welcome 
the newest Carrefour Qatar store. 
With an exceptionally dedicated 
team; a great location in a modern 
and rapidly growing area in Doha; ex-
cellent accessibility; and an enlarged 
product assortment, we are confident 
that the new store will become an-
other story of success in our journey.”

The newest store in Qatar comes 
with a team of more than 100 col-
leagues and will offer customers a 
wide range of quality merchandise, 
services, and speciality departments 
such as fresh foods, butchery and 
fishery.

With hundreds of parking spots 
and shopping carts, as well as wide 
aisles and a vast product range, Car-
refour Qatar’s newest store aims to 
provide the surrounding community 
with an elevated retail experience and 

incredible value. The latest Carrefour 
store is open from 8 am to 12 am, Sat-
urday to Thursday, and on Fridays 

from 8 am to 11 am, and from 12:30 
pm to 12 am.

In addition to its in-store shop-

ping, Carrefour Qatar offers conveni-
ent shopping experiences such as self-
checkout and home delivery through 

its AI-enabled e-commerce app. With 
two delivery options, express delivery 
in less than 60 minutes, and a stand-

ard same-day delivery option, usually 
within a few hours from placing the                 
order online.

With a total shopping floor of more than 2,700 square meters, the Carrefour store in Lagoona Mall represents a high degree of sustainability all the way from planning to execution. 

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
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QATAR Chamber and Qatari Diar Real 
Estate Investment Company recently 
signed a sponsorship agreement, through 
which the Qatari Diar will be the platinum 
sponsor of the ‘Qatar Economic and Com-
mercial Activity Guide’.

The agreement was signed by the 
Qatar Chamber Public Relations Depart-
ment Acting Director Ahmed Abu Nahya 
and Qatari Diar Director of the CEO office 
and Public Relations Department Ahmed 
Mohamed Al Sada in the presence of the 
director of public relations and corporate 
events Abdulla Abdelhadi Al Fuhaid.

The guide will be issued by the cham-
ber and coincides with the staging of the 
FIFA World Cup 2022, which is expected 
to attract hundreds of thousands of visi-
tors and fans to attend the global tourna-
ment that is held for the first time ever in 
the region.

The issue aims to highlight the com-
prehensive renaissance witnessed by Qa-
tar and promote the Qatari economy and 
the country’s investment climate to shed 
light on commercial and industrial activi-
ties in its various sectors.

It further highlights Qatar’s attractive 
investment environment and consoli-
dates its position as an international busi-
ness and investment hub.

The guide, which will be issued in Oc-

tober, covers all commercial and econom-
ic activities in the country and provides 
all data about doing business in Qatar, as 
well as the incentives offered by the state 
to investors.

It will be issued in the Arabic and Eng-
lish languages and will be distributed to 

ministries, embassies, diplomatic mis-
sions to Qatar, and Qatar’s embassies 
abroad, as well as to local and interna-
tional fairs and forums.

Also, the guide will be available on the 
chamber’s website to provide easy access 
for investors and businessmen.

Qatari Diar to be platinum sponsor of ‘Qatar 
Economic and Commercial Activity Guide’

The agreement was signed by the Qatar Chamber Public Relations Department Acting 
Director Ahmed Abu Nahya and Qatari Diar Director of the CEO office and Public Relations 
Department Ahmed Mohamed Al Sada in the presence of the director of public relations and 
corporate events Abdulla Abdelhadi Al Fuhaid.
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A new environmental, social 
and governance (ESG) in-
telligence report, produced 
by Oxford Business Group 
(OBG) in partnership with 
Lulu Group International, 
maps out how policymak-
ers are addressing local and 
global environmental and so-
cial challenges as the interna-
tional spotlight shines on the 
country as host of the 2022 
FIFA World Cup.

Titled “Qatar’s sustaina-
ble economic transition”, the 
report charts the whole-of-
society approach being tak-
en towards creating a more 
sustainable economic model 
in the country, in an easy-to-
navigate and accessible for-
mat, supported by data and 
infographics.

The report looks at how 

the National Environment 
and Climate Change Strategy 
released in 2021 is guiding 
progress towards responsible 
consumption and the more 
sustainable use of natural re-
sources. 

With Qatar particularly 
vulnerable to climate change 
due to its geographic posi-
tion, the report shows how 
food production in Qatar is 
being made more sustainable, 
both through the use of inno-
vative production techniques 
and also by the strategies of 
food producers and retailers 
in bringing food to market.

Elsewhere, the report dis-
cusses Qatar’s shift towards a 
circular economy, highlight-
ing the importance of effec-
tive waste management and 
recycling, as well as progress 
and targets, such as reduc-
ing the domestic waste gen-
eration ratio below 1.6 kg per 
capita/day and the recycling 
15% of all solid waste by the 

end of 2022.
The report also looks at 

Qatar’s efforts to host the first 
ever carbon-neutral FIFA 
World Cup in November and 
December this year, with 
Hassan Al Thawadi, Secre-
tary-General of the Supreme 
Committee for Delivery and 
Legacy. 

In an interview included 
in the report, Thawadi said 
that the tournament is not 
just about delivering a sus-
tainable event, but a blue-
print for the sustainable fu-
ture of the country.

On social issues, the re-
port examines human capital 
development efforts in Qatar 
and the importance of food 
security to social stability, 
with a special focus on the 
progress that the country has 
made in improving self-suffi-
ciency in key food products.

The report also highlights 
the positive social legacy of 
the 2022 FIFA World Cup, 

with a focus on efforts be-
ing made to improve public 
health and wellbeing, sport-
ing and community facili-
ties, and sports participation 
across all segments of society.

Qatar’s progress in im-
proving transparency and 
accountability in the busi-
ness and legal environment, 
as well as in strengthening 

anti-corruption measures, 
are among the key topics ana-
lysed in the Governance sec-
tion of the report. 

Here, the report also 
provides details on the im-
portance of data protection 
in the FMCG sector and how 
the growth of e-commerce re-
quires enhanced data security 
for customers and retailers.

The report details the ef-
forts made by Lulu Group 
International on its ESG jour-
ney, as it seeks to become a 
carbon-neutral company by 
2050. 

Notable corporate pro-
gress is documented in reduc-
ing and recycling waste, en-
hancing energy-efficiency at 
outlets, providing customers 
with sustainable packaging 
and bag options and expand-
ing access to affordable and 
nutritious food. Lulu’s works 
in supporting national efforts 
to overcome the challenges of 
the pandemic and improve 

national food security are 
also covered.

The ESG Intelligence re-
port includes an interview 
with Mohamed Althaf, the Di-
rector of Lulu Group Interna-
tional, in which he talks about 
the importance for corporate 
leaders to adopt an ESG strat-
egy that is appropriate for the 
national and sectoral context.

“It is important to make 
sure that ESG goals are 
aligned with the company’s 
wider business targets. As 
such, it is necessary to imple-
ment an ESG framework that 
complements and strength-
ens existing business units. 
Corporate strategists must 
consider how ESG goals can 
be adapted to meet the re-
quirements of the local mar-
ket and dovetail with the 
national economic develop-
ment plans of the countries 
in which they operate, such 
as Qatar Vision 2030,” Althaf 
said.

Jana Treeck, OBG’s Man-
aging Director for the Middle 
East, said that Qatar’s con-
certed efforts build a more 
sustainable economic model 
were generating new oppor-
tunities for business and in-
vestment in emerging indus-
tries.

“The hosting of the first 
ever carbon-neutral FIFA 
World Cup in Qatar this year 
provides the country with an 
international platform upon 
which to showcase the pro-
gress it is making in sustain-
able economic development,” 
she said. 

“National strategies and 
policy directives are gener-
ating opportunities in envi-
ronmentally sustainable and 
socially impactful business 
areas, such as clean energy, 
waste management and ag-
ricultural technology. Such 
opportunities are mutually 
beneficial for investors and 
society.”

New esg intelligence report on Qatar 
shows how the country is addressing  
environment and social challenges
Oxford Business Group and Lulu Group International team up to produce latest research tool on Qatar’s sustainable economic transition

Qatar’s progress in improving transparency and accountability in the business and legal environment, as well as in strengthening anti-corruption measures, are among the key topics analysed in the Governance section of the report. 

Ryanair boosts flights from Stansted 
airport due to Heathrow passenger cap

dpa 
LonDon 

RyANAIR said it will add 
more than 500 flights serving 
London Stansted during the 
October half-term school holi-
day after Heathrow extended 
its cap on passenger numbers.

The Dublin-based airline 
said the extra flights at the Es-
sex airport will have capacity 
for 100,000 passengers.

Heathrow announced 
on Monday that the limit of 
100,000 daily departing pas-
sengers it introduced in July 
due to staff shortages will con-
tinue until the end of October.

That will disrupt the holi-
day plans of many families 

hoping to get away during 
half-term.

Ryanair chief executive 
Michael O’Leary said: “While 
hopeless Heathrow continues 
to cut flights and raise fares 
for families, Ryanair and Lon-
don Stansted continue to add 
flights, and offer thousands of 
low-fare seats for the autumn 
mid-term break.

“With over 500 additional 
flights, more than 100,000 ad-
ditional seats and prices start-
ing from just £25.29, Ryanair 
looks forward to welcoming 
thousands of additional fami-
lies during the autumn mid-
term break on its low-fare 
flights to/from London Stan-
sted Airport.

“While hopeless Heathrow 
continues to mismanage air 
travel, Ryanair and London 
Stansted will continue to grow 
and deliver for London fami-
lies, the way we have through 
all of summer 2022.” 

Ryanair insisted that it and 
Stansted have “more than suf-
ficient staff to handle these ad-
ditional flights.” Heathrow has 
repeatedly criticised airlines 
for a shortage of ground han-
dlers at the airport, which has 
resulted in thousands of items 
of baggage not being put on to 
their owners’ flights this sum-
mer.

In response to the exten-
sion of the cap, a Virgin Atlan-
tic spokeswoman said: “We are 

disappointed that Heathrow 
Airport has already decided to 
extend the passenger capacity 
cap until the end of October, 
as additional resources come 
on line every week and the air-
port experience improves.

“Airline customers have a 
right to expect their bookings 
will be honoured and we’re do-
ing everything in our power to 
minimise disruption, getting 
our customers to where they 
need to be smoothly.

We want to remove the cap 
as soon as possible, but we can 
only do so when we are confi-
dent that everyone operating 
at the airport has the resourc-
es to deliver the service our 
passengers deserve “We urge 

Heathrow to provide a com-
prehensive plan for returning 
to normal operations as soon 
as possible.” Heathrow chief 
commercial officer Ross Baker 
said: “Our primary concern is 
ensuring we give our passen-
gers a reliable service when 
they travel.

“That’s why we introduced 
temporary capacity limits in 
July which have already im-
proved journeys during the 
summer getaway.

“We want to remove the 
cap as soon as possible, but 
we can only do so when we are 
confident that everyone op-
erating at the airport has the 
resources to deliver the service 
our passengers deserve.”

British pharma company 
GlaxoSmithKline  
completes Affinivax buy

dpa 
LonDon

BRITISH pharmaceutical 
company GlaxoSmithKline 
(GSK) has completed the 
acquisition of clinical-stage 
biopharmaceutical company 
Affinivax, the company said 
on Tuesday.

The definitive deal was 
announced by GSK in May 
this year. The acquisition 
involved $2.1 billion upfront 
payment and up to $1.2 bil-
lion in potential development 
milestones.

Affinivax is developing a 
novel class of vaccines, the 
most advanced of which are 

next-generation pneumococ-
cal vaccines. 

Affinivax’s next-genera-
tion 24-valent pneumococcal 
vaccine candidate AFX3772 
based on the company’s 
Multiple Antigen Present-
ing System (MAPS) platform 
technology, is in Phase 2 
study.

“Affinivax’s exciting 
pneumococcal vaccine 
candidates, the potentially 
disruptive MAPs technology 
and their fantastic scientific 
talent, further strengthen our 
pipeline of novel vaccines and 
presence in the Boston area,” 
said Tony Wood, GlaxoSmith-
Kline’s Chief Scientific Officer.

With Qatar particularly 
vulnerable to climate 
change due to its  
geographic position, the 
report shows how food 
production in Qatar is 
being made more  
sustainable, both through 
the use of innovative  
production techniques 
and also by the strategies 
of food producers and  
retailers in bringing food 
to market
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Indonesian President Joko Widodo gestures during his annual speech at the parliament in Jakarta on Tuesday. (AFP)

Agencies 

IndonesIa stands at the 
“pinnacle” of international 
leadership and its economy 
is strong enough to withstand 
global headwinds, Indone-
sian President Joko “Jokowi” 
Widodo has said in an annual 
address to parliament.

striking an optimistic tone 
ahead of Indonesia’s 77th in-
dependence day on august 17, 
Widodo said on Tuesday that 
the country’s economic funda-
mentals remain strong “in the 
midst of global economic tur-
bulence” and as “crisis after 
crisis haunts the world”.

addressing the issue of 
rising prices, the Indone-
sian leader said inflation 
had reached 4.9 percent in 
July, compared with 7 per-
cent across the association 
of southeast asian nations 
(asean) and 9 percent in de-
veloped countries.

Widodo said the southeast 
asian nation has also seen its 
stature grow on the interna-
tional stage as a result of its 
ongoing presidency of the G20 

and next year’s chairmanship 
of asean.

“It indicates that we [are 
at the] pinnacle of global lead-
ership,” said Widodo, who 
sported a traditional moss 
green and gold Paksian outfit 
from the Bangka Belitung is-
lands.

deni Friawan, an econom-
ic researcher at the Centre for 
strategic and International 
studies (CsIs), described the 
speech as “very optimistic and 
confident”.

“This optimism is good for 
inviting public participation, 
but it can also be dangerous 
and there is a fear of over-
confidence,” Friawan told al 
Jazeera.

Friawan said that while 
Indonesia’s economic funda-
mentals appear to be strong 
compared with some other 
countries, the picture has 
been distorted by government 
interventions to control steep 
rises in commodity prices.

“Inflation and exchange 
rates are maintained at this 
time, but the cost of doing so 
is also expensive,” he said. 

“Inflation is low because we 
don’t make adjustments to 
the price of fuel but energy 
subsidies have risen to IdR 
502 trillion ($34bn).” Like 
much of the globe, Indonesia 
has faced supply chain issues 

caused by a combination of 
factors including the Ukraine 
war and high consumer de-
mand following the CoVId-19 
pandemic.

In his speech, Widodo said 
Indonesia’s rising interna-
tional status extended to grow-
ing interest in its downstream 
industries, which involve the 
processing of abundant raw 

materials such as crude oil and 
nickel to allow the export of 
more expensive finished prod-
ucts.

Widodo said the Indone-
sian economy grew 5.44 per-
cent in the second quarter of 
2022, with a surplus of about 
IdR 364 trillion ($24bn).

steel exports reached IdR 
306 trillion ($20.7bn) in 2021, 
an 18-fold increase compared 
with 2016, and are projected to 
reach IdR 440 trillion ($27bn) 
by the end of 2022, the Indone-
sian leader said.

Friawan, the CsIs re-
searcher, said the govern-
ment’s focus on downstream-
ing has had debatable results.

“The president only sees 
the success of downstream 
nickel from the point of view 
of increasing investment and 
steel exports, but not from 
carefully calculating the added 
value that Indonesia actually 
gets,” he said.

“Keep in mind, having a 
lot of natural resources does 
not mean that Indonesia can 
be competitive for industrial 
and manufacturing production 

from the input of natural re-
sources. In order to be compet-
itive, you also need supporting 
technology, skills, capacity and 
economy of scale.” Widodo 
also referenced his legacy pro-
ject of nusantara, Indonesia’s 
proposed new capital city in 
Borneo. The project, which 
aims to raise 80 percent of its 
funding from private concerns, 
has been controversial, with 
some critics saying it will lead 
to the displacement of Indig-
enous peoples and could cen-
tralise power in ways that may 
be unconstitutional.

“What is interesting in my 
opinion is that Jokowi remains 
committed to carrying out this 
large project amidst the uncer-
tainty of the economic situa-
tion, both inside and outside,” 
siwage dharma negara, senior 
fellow at Iseas-Yusof Ishak In-
stitute, told al Jazeera.

“The president remains 
optimistic about our economic 
ability to rise from the pan-
demic while still advising that 
we need to be vigilant and 
careful regarding conditions 
that are very uncertain.”

Indonesia’s Widodo hails ‘strong’ 
economy, rising global profile

British grocery 
bills soar at 
fastest rate 
since 2008

DPA
London 

BRITIsh shoppers have 
witnessed their grocery 
bills surge at the fastest rate 
since 2008 following spikes 
in the price of butter, milk 
and chicken, according to                      
new data.

Research firm Kantar 
has revealed grocery price 
inflation jumped to 11.6 
percent for the four weeks 
to august 7, compared with 
9.9 percent in the previous 
month.

It said this equates to a 
£533 annual increase in the 
average UK household’s gro-
cery bill.

as a result, it reported 
sales of own-label value 
products increased by al-
most a fifth - 19.7 percent  - 
as shoppers sought to make 
savings.

Fraser McKevitt, head 
of retail and consumer in-
sight at Kantar, said: “as 
predicted, we’ve now hit a 
new peak in grocery price 
inflation, with products like 
butter, milk and poultry in 
particular seeing some of the 
biggest jumps.

“This rise means that 
the average annual shop is 
set to increase by a stagger-
ing £533, or £10.25 every 
week, if consumers buy the 
same products as they did 
last year.

“It’s not surprising that 
we’re seeing shoppers make 
lifestyle changes to deal with 
the extra demands on their 
household budgets.” It came 
as overall supermarket sales 

rose by 2.2 percent in the 12 
weeks to august 7.

experts said that con-
sumers are now shopping 
around more and switching 
supermarkets in response to 
the cost-of-living crunch.

Lidl was once again the 
fastest growing supermarket 
chain, with sales up by 17.9 
percent over the latest 12 
weeks.

Rival German discounter 
aldi also performed strong-
ly, reporting 14.4% growth, 
as customers were attracted 
to the two firms’ cheaper 
product lines.

Tesco was the strongest 
performer among the UK’s 
biggest grocers, reporting 1 
percent growth.

Meanwhile, asda saw 
sales increase by 0.2 percent 
and sainsbury’s recorded a 
0.1 percent dip.

The worst performer of 
the big four was Morrisons, 
which saw sales decline by 
4.9 percent .

Recent hot weather also 
resulted in a surge in sales 
of soft drinks, ice cream and 
summer clothes, according 
to the report.

McKevitt added: “as the 
mercury climbs, shoppers 
have turned to mineral wa-
ter and soft drinks to cool 
off. “sales of both products 
are up by 23 percent and 10 
percent respectively in the 
latest four weeks.

“Unsurprisingly, ice 
creams are also popular 
with 18 percent year on year 
growth, up by four percent-
age points on the previous 
month.”

Agencies 
new York

WaLMaRT slightly raised 
its annual profit forecast on 
Tuesday, partially reversing 
a significant decrease from 
less than a month earlier, as 
discounts to remove excess 
inventory and reduced petrol 
prices helped the mega-retail-
er surpass quarterly sales pro-
jections.

The stock increased 5.2 
percent when the new York 
stock exchange opened Tues-
day morning. shares of com-
peting retailers Target, Cost-
co, and Best Buy rose, as well.

Last month, Walmart 
shares dropped nearly 9 per-
cent after the company cut its 
profit outlook for the second 
quarter and the full year, un-
derscoring that rising prices 
for food and petrol are forcing 
shoppers to cut back on items 
such as clothing that carry 
higher profit margins.

Walmart had recently 
made steep price cuts on items 
such as apparel to try to re-
duce more than $61bn worth 
of inventory it had at the end 
of the first quarter.

other major Us retailers 
such as Target and Best Buy 
have also reported finding 
challenges in moving excess 
merchandise.

Walmart reported inven-
tories of $59.92bn at the end 
of the second quarter on July 
31. That was 25 percent above 
last year’s levels.

“I think it’s going to take 
another quarter, maybe get 
into the fourth quarter a lit-
tle bit, to get back to where 
we want to be from an over-
all inventory perspective,” 
Walmart’s chief financial of-
ficer John david Rainey said.

The Bentonville, arkan-
sas-based retailer’s consum-
ers are continuing their pur-
chasing patterns of buying 
less expensive food over gen-
eral merchandise, despite an 
easing in gas prices, Rainey 
added.

“Instead of buying maybe 
deli meats or beef, they’re 
trading down to things like 
canned tuna, chicken and, 
even, beans. We’re seeing the 
same thing in the quantity, 
where they’re trading down 
for smaller pack sizes that are 
more affordable. so instead 

of buying 12 items to buy six 
items in a pack,” he said.

Walmart has fallen more 

than a consumer-staples index 
this year home, electronics 
and apparel are still “problem-

atic” categories, Rainey said.
Back-to-school shopping 

gave Walmart’s sales a boost 

at the end of last month. But 
many parents chose to buy 
school supplies rather than 

clothing, Rainey said, add-
ing that he believed that 
back-to-school apparel sales 
should get a boost in the next                         
few weeks.

Prices consumers pay for 
goods and services have also 
shown signs of easing in re-
cent weeks. The consumer 
price index rose 8.5 percent in 
July, less than the 9.1 percent 
reading in June, due largely to 
a steep drop in petrol prices.

The drop in prices has 
helped to drive a 6.5 percent 
rise in sales at Walmart’s 
stores in the United states 
that have been open for at 
least a year, beating its prior 
forecast for a 6 percent gain.

Total revenue rose 8.4 
percent to $152.86bn in the 
second quarter. But discounts 
on discretionary products, 
slowing demand for items 
such as appliances, electron-
ics and clothes, and the ris-
ing cost of labour led to a 6.8 
percent drop in the company’s 
quarterly operating income to 
$6.85 billion.

same-store sales for 
Walmart Us are expect-
ed to rise 3 percent, the                                    
company said.

Boost to Walmart earnings as discounts draw inflation-hit shoppers

Addressing the issue of 
rising prices, the 
Indonesian leader said 
inflation had reached 4.9 
percent in July, compared 
with 7 percent across the 
Association of Southeast 
Asian Nations (ASEAN) 
and 9 percent in  
developed countries

UK hit a new peak in grocery price inflation, with products like 
butter, milk and poultry in particular seeing some of the big-
gest jumps.

A cashier scans items at a Walmart store in Burbank, California.
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Federal Reserve  faces balance sheet 
dilemma as US economy slows

Agencies
New York 

With the recent slowdown in in-
flation, the Federal Reserve is faced 
with a conundrum ahead of a plan 
next month to double the rate at 
which it is shrinking its massive $8.9 
trillion balance sheet.

the move to accelerate quan-
titative tightening (Qt), as it’s re-
ferred to, is meant to further drain 
pandemic-era stimulus from the 
financial system and increase bor-
rowing rates for long-dated assets to 
weaken inflation. But that is taking 
place as the US central bank push-
es ahead with interest rate hikes 
to tame stubbornly high inflation, 
which is currently running at more 
than three times the Fed’s 2 percent 
target.

the double tightening, how-
ever, makes it harder for the Fed to 
achieve a “soft landing” in which the 
economy slows but avoids a reces-
sion.With some investors believing 
the economy is already in a reces-
sion, speculation has grown that if 
something has to give, it could be 
the pace at which Qt unfolds. the 
odds, however, remain long that 
the Fed would change its plan in the 
near term, some bond investors say.

“there is some latitude for the 
Fed to either eventually go on a slow 
trajectory on quantitative tightening 
or even end earlier than expected. 
But it is hard to know (as to how) 
the Fed balances things out,” said 
Yung-Yu Ma, chief investment strat-
egist at BMO Wealth Management 
in Dallas.

“At what point does the Fed view 
that financial conditions have tight-
ened enough? that’s nebulous ... 
and you don’t really know until after 
the fact if you have gone                      too 
far.”

the US economy contracted in 
the first and second quarters, ampli-
fying an ongoing debate over wheth-
er the country is, or will soon be, in 
recession. 

Along with the contractions, two 
reports last week that suggested 
inflation had likely peaked in July 
took some pressure off the Fed to 
deliver another oversized rate hike 
at its September 20-21 policy meet-
ing. the annual US consumer price 
index rose by a weaker-than-expect-
ed 8.5 percent last month, following 
a 9.1 percent rise in June, while US 
producer prices also unexpectedly 
fell 0.5 percent on a monthly basis 
in July. 

traders of futures tied to the 
federal funds rate, the central bank’s 
policy rate, are now pricing in a 63.5 
percent chance of a 50-basis-point 
hike at the September meeting. 

“We really think the Fed slows 
down sooner rather than later. the 
data is starting to adjust and we’re 
seeing a slower economy,” said 

Kathy Jones, chief fixed income 
strategist at the Schwab Center for 
Financial Research in New York.

Still, her base case is for the Fed 
to run Qt as is, but use that as a le-
ver that can be adjusted in conjunc-
tion with rate hikes.

“if the rate hikes go fast and furi-
ous and they reverse, then they have 
to stop Qt,” Jones said. “if the rate 
hikes slow and level off, they can 
continue Qt for a longer time period 
and tighten policy through the back 
door instead of the front door.”

Following the tamer CPi read-
ing, several Fed officials said it was 
too early to declare victory on the 
inflation front. 

“inflation remains far, far above 
anything that could be considered 
price stability. it remains a very long 
journey back towards acceptable 

levels of inflation,” said Jamie Dan-
nhauser, an economist at London-
based asset manager Ruffer LLP.

Dannhauser does not believe 
falling inflation numbers will affect 
the Fed’s Qt plan.

he added that more unexpected 
good news on inflation, to the extent 
that it alters the baseline view for 
monetary policy, will be reflected in 
the downward shift in Fed forecasts 
for the central bank’s policy rate.

the Fed’s balance sheet was at 
nearly $9 trillion as of last week. its 
holdings of treasuries and mort-
gage-backed securities have not de-
clined significantly since June when 
the Fed started Qt, but should come 
down over time, although it won’t 
occur in a straight line.

“the effects of Qt are very small 
at the moment,” said thomas Si-

mons, an economist at Jefferies in 
New York.

But bank reserves held at the 
Fed have fallen to $3.3 trillion, down 
about $1 trillion from a high of $4.3 
trillion in December 2021. Analysts 
said the contraction in reserves has 
been faster than many anticipated. 
in the Fed’s previous Qt, $1.3 tril-
lion in liquidity was withdrawn over 
five years. read more

the Fed has not announced a 
target size for its balance sheet. Gen-
nadiy Goldberg, senior rates strate-
gist at tD Securities, thinks the Fed’s 
ultimate goal would be to reduce the 
balance sheet to a point where bank 
reserves reach around 9 percent 
of GDP, which is where they stood 
prior to the September 2019 liquid-
ity crunch. 

Slowing down Qt would be an 

option if it creates a shortage of bank 
reserves that starts to limit bank ac-
tivities such as lending or market-
making, analysts said.

Jay hatfield, chief investment 
officer at infrastructure Capital 
Management in New York, thinks 
the Fed should slow the pace of 
Qt, as the market doesn’t need an-
other $1 trillion reduction in bank                        
reserves.

“that would be catastrophic for 
bonds and stocks,” hatfield said. 
“Unfortunately, the Fed almost uni-
versally ignores liquidity and money 
supply. that’s why the Fed is perpet-
ually behind the curve in controlling 
inflation and anticipating deflation.”

Meanwhile, strong earnings 
from Walmart and home De-
pot helped drive gains in the Dow 
Jones and the S&P 500 indexes on                    

tuesday.
Walmart shares rose 5.9 percent 

after the world’s largest retailer also 
forecast a smaller drop in full-year 
profit than previously projected. 

home Depot added 5.4 percent 
as it surpassed estimates for quar-
terly sales on steady demand from 
builders as well as price hikes. 

the two heavyweight stocks con-
tributed to the S&P 500 retail sec-
tor’s 2.1 percent gain.

“these companies are beating 
reduced or at least modestly reduced 
expectations,” said Jason Pride, CiO 
for private wealth at Glenmede.

“Arguably, it is unexpected to 
some degree to see the magnitude of 
EPS strength being seen this quarter 
and even the prior quarter in the face 
of the difficulty that consumers are 
facing on the inflation in the rising 
rate environment.”

So far, 77.6 percent of the S&P 
500 companies that have reported 
results as of Friday have topped ana-
lysts’ estimates, according to Refini-
tiv data.

Better-than-expected earnings 
from corporate America are helping 
US equities recoup losses from a re-
cent inflation-induced rout, with the 
tech-heavy Nasdaq index bouncing 
nearly 24 percent off its mid-June 
lows.

Meanwhile, the 10-year treas-
ury yield recovered to 2.84 percent 
as encouraging data from US retail 
giants suggested that the Federal 
Reserve has room to further tight-
en financial conditions as it battles 
four-decade high inflation.

traders are now seeing a 60 per-
cent chance of a 50 basis-point hike 
by the US central bank in September 
and a 40 percent chance of a 75 ba-
sis-point hike. 

that rise in yields weighed on 
high-growth stocks such as Apple 
and Alphabet.

“the back and forth in market is 
heavily driven by changing expecta-
tions for rate hikes, which impacts 
stock prices,” Pride added.

investor sentiment is still bear-
ish, but no longer “apocalyptically” 
so, according to BofA’s monthly sur-
vey of global fund managers in Au-
gust. 

Focus will be on retail earnings 
and retail sales data this week for 
more clues on the impact of inflation 
on consumer behaviour.

Zoom Video Communications 
fell 4.2 percent after Citigroup cut 
its rating on the pandemic darling’s 
stock to “sell”.

Advancing issues outnumbered 
decliners by a 1.06-to-1 ratio on the 
NYSE. Declining issues outnum-
bered advancers for a 1.28-to-1 ratio 
on the Nasdaq.

the S&P index recorded eight 
new 52-week highs and 29 new lows, 
while the Nasdaq recorded 67 new 
highs and 30 new lows.

Bank reserves held at the Fed have fallen to $3.3 trillion, down about $1 trillion from a high of $4.3 trillion in December 2021. 

Agencies 
LoNdoN 

OiL prices fell on tuesday, 
caused by a weak demand 
outlook amid the economic 
slowdown and the possibil-
ity of supply increasing if 
iranian oil resumes entering 
global markets.

Brent, the global bench-
mark for two-thirds of the 
world’s oil, was trading 0.91 
percent lower at $94.23 
per barrel at 10.48am Qa-
tar time on tuesday. West 
texas intermediate, the 
gauge that tracks US crude, 
was down 0.69 per cent at 
$88.79 a barrel.

Prices fell roughly 5 per 
cent on Monday, reaching 
close to six-month lows.

“Oil prices collapsed like 
a house of cards on Mon-
day as China’s growth fears 
and prospects of rising sup-
ply empowered bears,” said 
Lukman Otunuga, senior re-
search analyst at FXtM.

“Given how Libya is 
pumping more oil and iran 

is moving closer to restor-
ing a nuclear deal, this 
could result in higher flows 
at a time when demand re-
mains shaky. Both Wti and 
Brent remain under pressure 
on the daily charts with a 
stronger dollar seen enforc-
ing downside pressures.”

Both benchmarks have 
shed about 6 per cent this 
month, with the current fun-
damental drivers opening 
the doors to further losses 
this week, Otunuga said.

ipek Ozkardeskaya, an 
analyst at Swissquote Bank, 
said: “the growing prospect 
of iranian oil is playing in 
favour of the downside, as 
the latest news revealed that 
iran responded to the EU’s 
proposal for reviving the 
2015 nuclear deal between 
the US and iran, and Euro-
pean politicians now push 
the US to adopt a ‘realistic 
approach and flexibility’ to 
resolve a couple of remain-
ing issues.”

iran, an Opec member, 
late on Monday sent its re-

sponse to the EU’s final draft 
text to save the 2015 nuclear 
deal, an official from the bloc 
said, as tehran called on the 
US to show flexibility to re-
solve three remaining issues.

the current draft of the 

deal has taken 16 months of 
indirect US-iran talks, with 
the EU mediating between 
the parties.

the US has said it is ready 
to quickly seal a deal to re-
store the 2015 accord on the 

basis of the EU proposals, but 
iranian negotiators said teh-
ran’s “additional views and 
considerations” to the text 
would be conveyed later.

 “A nuclear deal between 
the US and iran should un-

lock up to four million bar-
rels of iranian oil per day and 
help ease the supply crisis,” 
Ozkardeskaya, said.

the UK, the world’s fifth-
largest economy, will enter 
five consecutive quarters of 
recession, with gross domes-
tic product falling as much as 
2.1 percent, the Bank of Eng-
land said earlier this month.

Opec also lowered its 
global oil demand forecast 
for this year because of the 
Ukraine war, coronavirus 
pandemic-related move-
ment restrictions and high                                     
inflation.

Oil demand is expected 
to rise by 3.1 million bpd in 
2022, down 260,000 bpd 
from the previous forecast, 
the group said in its monthly 
market report last week.

Oil prices are also being 
weighed down by a weaker 
global macroeconomic out-
look owing to poor data from 
China.

“While recession fears 
might still dampen the mar-
ket mood, the fundamentals 

point to constrained con-
sumption even without glob-
al growth taking a hit,” said 
Norbert Ruecker, head of 
economics and next-genera-
tion research at Julius Baer.

“Weak Chinese data and 
the prospect of iranian crude 
returning to global markets 
weighed heavily on commod-
ity markets yesterday as con-
cerns rose about the strength 
of the economic recovery 
and the potential slowdown 
in demand growth being 
compounded by a sharp in-
crease in available barrels,” 
according to Emirates NBD’s 
head of research and chief 
economist Khatija haque, 
and Mena economist Daniel 
Richards.

China, the world’s second-
largest economy and a major 
importer of oil, cut lending 
rates on Monday to revive de-
mand as the economy slowed 
unexpectedly in July, with 
factory and retail activity 
slumping under Beijing’s zero 
covid policy to control the 
spread of the pandemic.

Oil prices slide amid weak demand outlook

Oil demand is expected to rise by 3.1 million bpd in 2022, down 260,000 bpd from the previous forecast. 
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AL Arabi were back as the 
QNB Stars League new season 
leaders with a 2-0 win over 
Al Markhiya in their Week 3 
match played at the Education 
City Stadium on Tuesday.

The star of the match for 
Al Arabi, who moved to the 
top of the standings with nine 
points, was their international 
Youssef Msakni. 

The Tunisian was instru-
mental in both the goals.

Msakni first was involved 
with an assist in the 49th 
minute for Omar Al Somah to 
score, while in the 73rd min-
ute, Msakni himself delivered 
a successful header.

Following a goalless open-
ing half, Al Arabi struck soon 
in the second session and 

held sway for most part of the 
match. 

Msakni was involved in 
most of Al Arabi’s attacking 
action against Al Markhiya. 
His hard efforts were reward-
ed when Al Arabi set up an 
attack from top the box and 
Msakni who was on the left 
inside the danger area beat a 
charging goalkeeper by mak-
ing a fine pass on the right to 
an unmarked Al Somah, who 
gleefully put the ball in an 
empty net.

Later, Msakni made the 
most of a perfect long pass 
from Ibrahim Kalla by head-
ing over his left shoulder for 
his first and his team’s second 
goal.

The strike dampened Al 
Markhiya’s hopes of a come-
back. But Al Arabi clearly were 
the dominating side on the 

day, raiding the rival goal sev-
eral times.

The league leaders, and 
last season’s quarter-finalists, 
could have ended with more 
goals had it not been for some 
close missed chances.

Abdulaziz Al Ansari’s left 
kick just missed the goal post 
by inches on the right in the 
67th minute while Al Somah’s 
shot wide with none to beat in 
the 88th minute.

Al Markhiya had their fair 
share of chances in the first 
half with Hamroun Jugurtha 
and Driss Fettouhi making at-
tempts. 

In the 25th minute, Al 
Arabi’s goalkeeper Mahmoud 
Abunada had a forceful fall on 
his back while trying to collect 
an Al Markhiya corner kick. 
Thankfully, the goalie was 
back on his feet soon.

Msakni puts Al Arabi 
back atop standings

FIFA agrees to cancel Brazil vs 
Argentina World Cup qualifier

STATS PERFORM/DPA
BERLIN 

FIFA has agreed to cancel the 
World Cup qualifier between 
Brazil and Argentina.

The fixture in September 
was stopped shortly after kick-
off when Brazilian health of-
ficials entered the field claim-
ing four Argentina players had 
broken COVID-19 protocols.

FIFA was pushing for 
the clash to be rescheduled 
for next month, despite the 
fact the game was essentially 
meaningless with both teams 

having already qualified for 
the World Cup in Qatar later 
this year.

The confederations of 
Brazil and Argentina both op-
posed FIFA’s demand, with 
the case taken to the Court 
for Arbitration of Sport (CAS) 
where all three parties agreed 
to the deal.

Brazil’s Tite and Argen-

tina’s Lionel Scaloni argued 
the risk of injuries and sus-
pensions were too high for 
the game to be played, which 
would have occurred just two 
months before the World Cup 
is scheduled to begin.

With the agreement, both 
South American teams are free 
to schedule friendlies against 
opponents of their choosing 

for their World Cup prepa-
rations – where they will be 
looking to end Europe’s domi-
nance on the world stage.

Brazil have not won the 
tournament since 2002 and 
were humiliated by Germa-
ny in the semi-finals when 
hosting the tournament in 
2014, where Argentina were 
subsequently beaten in the 
final.

Argentina are alongside 
Mexico, Poland and Saudi 
Arabia in Group C, while Bra-
zil are in Group G with Serbia, 
Switzerland and Cameroon.

THE Brazilian national 
team is full of experi-
enced players who will 
be on the roster for FIFA 
World Cup Qatar 2022, 

which starts on November 20 
and will conclude on Decem-
ber 18.

Brazil have not missed 
any edition of the World Cup, 
and are five-time champions 
– the most by any team in the 
world. A Seleçao will again 
be strong contenders for the 
title at FIFA World Cup Qa-
tar 2022. Brazil have been 
drawn in Group G along with 
Cameroon, Serbia and Swit-
zerland.

The Brazilians admit that 
they are coming to Qatar 
armed with the most out-
standing side and there is no 
need to be surprised by the 
presence of three players who 
form the backbone of their 
defence line, two of whom 

play as the heart of their de-
fence and one as a center 
field specialist in recovering 
balls. This does not mean 
that Brazil will give up on 
their attacking play. The best 
proof of this has been in their 
creative and subtle play and 
the ability to finish moves ac-
curately and successfully.

Brazil has many options 
that any coach would desire 
in the presence of players like 
Philippe Coutinho, Rafinha, 
Richarlison, Gabriel Jesus, 
and Antony.

During the qualifiers for 
the FIFA World Cup Qatar 
2022, Brazil achieved the 
best results, where they fin-
ished first and undefeated 
with 45 points - two points 
more than Argentina.

FIFA confirmed in a re-
port that there are five play-

ers who would play a key role 
for Brazil at FIFA World Cup 
Qatar 2022, the most promi-
nent of whom is the star Ney-
mar, who showed tremendous 
talent at the 2018 World Cup. 

Since the early years of 
the last decade, that is, at the 
beginning of the 2014 World 
Cup qualifiers, this player has 
been the technical reference 
for Brazil and perhaps the be-
ginning of his current season 
with Paris Saint - Germain 
shows that he still is, as Ney-
mar started the 2022-2023 
season amazingly, where he 
scored a double and executed 
an assist from which Messi 
scored a wonderful goal in the 
French Champions Cup final, 
contributing significantly to 
his team’s victory at the ex-
pense of Nantes, enabling the 
Parisian team to win the title 
again. And during the first 
round of the French League, 

Neymar managed to make at 
least three assists and score 
a goal in the match in which 
his teammates beat Clermont 
Foot 5-0.

In Qatar, Neymar will play 
the role of a playmaker with 
the freedom of movement as 
a striker and connect their 
young and energetic attacking 
line, whatever the team com-
position.

Another prominent player 
who will be with Brazil at the 
FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 
is Thiago Silva. One of the 
players who has played in the 
previous two editions of the 
World Cup. At the age of 37, 
Silva remains one of the best 
central defenders in the world, 
with technical skill in getting 
the ball out, physical strength 
and intelligence to reduce 
spaces in the defence area.

With Chelsea, this player 
achieved the Champions 
League title, the European 
Super Cup and the Club 
World Cup, and even became 
such a role model at the club 
that one of his fans is none 
other than John Terry, who 
used to win trophies with the 
Brazil national team. 

International defender 
Marquinhos will also be part 
of the Brazilian at the 2022 
FIFA World Cup Qatar, and 
this 28-year-old veteran de-
fender, who accompanied 
Silva at Paris Saint-Germain, 
is at the top of his game, com-
bining the experience he has 
accumulated at major Euro-
pean tournaments over the 
past nine years.

Marquinhos is character-
ized by flexibility and agility 
to cover large areas, which 
is essential in a team that 
adopts an advanced attack-

ing style. Although he seems 
short for the position he oc-
cupies, he compensates with 
his superior ability to inter-
cept the ball and build attack. 
For a while he has been one 
of the regular players in Bra-
zilian football, where he plays 
the role of captain.

The Brazilian national 
team at the FIFA World Cup 
Qatar 2022 will also include 
Casemiro of the Spanish Real 
Madrid team, who starred 
with the Brazilian national 
team in the young age cat-
egories. Since then he has 
become one of the pillars in 
the Spanish team with five 
Champions League titles and 
three Club World Cups, along 
with other titles.

Casemiro is characterized 
by his ability to get the ball 
out accurately and quickly, 

he is also a necessary player 
in supporting a strong attack-
ing line, both with Real Ma-
drid and Brazil. But it is not 
only his technical qualities 
that guarantee him a place in 
the national team.

In June this year, days 
after his brilliant season with 
Real Madrid in the Champi-
ons League, Casemiro was 
called up for Brazil’s friend-
ly matches in Asia. Due to 
his physical condition and 
professionalism, the team’s 
coach Tite was more flexible 
with him, and said: “At first, 
I wasn’t planning to involve 
someone who had just been 
in the Champions League fi-
nal. But I made an exception 
for Casemiro, having talked 
with him and because of his 
physical condition. He is in 
good shape, he has energy to 
spare and he is taking care of 
himself. That’s why it was an 

exception to the rule and we 
will rely on him at the World 
Cup.”

Brazil also have a player 
who will be influential in 
the tournament. Lucas Pa-
queta, who booked his place 
in the national team, scored 
the goal that booked Brazil’s 
qualification card for the 
FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022, 
during the match against Co-
lombia, played in November 
2021.

Paqueta, who plays with 
Lyon of France, showed great 
understanding with the play-
ers of the Brazilian national 
team, during the World Cup 
qualifiers, especially with 
Neymar, combining effec-
tively in moves that lead to 
the opponent’s penalty area. 

Watch out for this Brazil 
team at Qatar 2022. (QNA)

Favourites Brazil aiming for sixth 
World Cup triumph at Qatar 2022

Neymar (centre), who showed tremendous talent at the 2018 World Cup in Russia, will continue to lead Brazil’s attack at the FIFA World 
Cup Qatar 2022. 

Al Arabi fans celebrate their team’s 2-0 win over Al Markhiya in the third round match of QNB Stars 
League 2022-23 season at the Education City Stadium on Tuesday.

Al Duhail fans during the Red Knights’ third round QNB Stars League match against Al Rayyan at the 
Ahmad Bin Ali Stadium on Tuesday.

Al Duhail escape with 2-1 
win over Al Rayyan

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
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AL Duhail rallied to score a 
2-1 win over Al Rayyan in their 
Week 3 match of the 2022-
2023 season of QNB Stars 
League at the Ahmad Bin Ali 
Stadium on Tuesday.

Goalless at half time, the 
match turned thrilling in the 
second half with Al Rayyan 
ruing an 89th minute missed 
penalty strike by Yohan Boli 
which hit the crossbar deny-
ing them the chance to score 
a draw. 

It was Boli who opened the 
scoring with a wonderful goal 
in the 8th minute before Al 
Duhail came back with goals 
from Youssef Ayman Farahat 

and Khaled Mohammed in 
the 48th and 87th minutes re-
spectively.

The final moments of the 
match saw frenetic action and 
a volley from Boli was stopped 
by hand by Al Duhail’s Diyab 
Haroon Taha earning him a 
red card and a spot kick to Al 
Rayyan. While Boli took the 
kick and hit hard, the ball hit 
the top bar of the goal post and 
flew away.

Earlier, soon in the second 
half, Al Duhail’s an alert Farahat 
chipped in his team’s equaliser 
in a goal-mouth melee following 
a well-directed corner kick from 
Paulo Edmilson.

The goal saw the Red 
Knights gain momentum and 
attack the opponent’s goal on 

several occasions.
They eventually succeeded 

in scoring the second goal when 
Khaled Mohammed picked on 
the ball after a lapse from a rival 
player and made a dash from 
near the centre to beat a hapless 
goalkeeper to his right from the 
top of the box.

Al Duhail seemed heading 
home before Boli’s kick from a 
cross into the goal was stopped 
by Diyab.

Unfortunately for Al Rayy-
an and luckily for Al Duhail 
the penalty could not be con-
verted into a goal.

In the end, a foul against 
Edmilson on the sidelines 
saw tempers flare and Al Du-
hail coach Hernan Crespo was 
flashed with the red.

The confederations of Brazil and Argentina both 
opposed FIFA’s demand, with the case taken to the 
Court for Arbitration of Sport (CAS) where all three  

parties agreed to the deal.

Brazil have not missed any edition of the World Cup, and are five-time champions – the most by any team in 
the world. A Seleçao will again be strong contenders for the title at FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 

95 Days to go

Without a doubt, winning the World Cup is 
the highest prize in football. It’s the peak 
– the maximum that you can reach.  – CafuWEDNESDAY, AUGUST 17, 2022
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JOACHIM Andersen has elected to in-
volve police after he was bombarded 
by death threats and a torrent of abuse 
online following Crystal Palace’s 1-1 
draw at Liverpool.

The Eagles defender was headbut-
ted by Darwin Nunez, who was red-
carded by referee Paul Tierney and 
now faces a three-match ban for vio-
lent conduct.

Andersen was booked in the same 
incident, but took to Instagram to 
share what he said was a sample of 
hundreds of abusive messages he had 
received since the encounter.

“Got maybe 300-400 of these mes-
sages last night,” the Dane posted to 
his Instagram story.

“I understand you support a team 
but have some respect and stop act 
[sic] tough online.

“Hope @instagram and the @pre-
mierleague do something about this.” 
Palace players can choose whether or 
not to engage their club’s police liaison 
officer and the Premier League, who 
have a team set up to investigate, and 
the PA news agency understands that 

Andersen has elected to do so.
A Premier League spokesman con-

firmed the governing body had been in 
touch with Palace this morning to offer 
help. Some of the screenshots called 
for the Palace player’s death, while 
others - many ridden with expletives - 
contained other vile attacks.

Many threatened not just Anders-
en, but his family.

“I will kill you and your family. See 
you You will died [sic],” wrote one user, 
while another said: “I hope you have 
a long life of pain for u and ur family 
@*#%....” A third wrote: “Some tough 
man diving on the floor, hope the plane 

crashes on the way back to London.”
A spokesperson for Instagram’s 

parent company Meta said the organi-
sation were in contact with Andersen’s 
representatives.

The spokesperson said: “We have 
strict rules against bullying and harass-
ment and we are in direct contact with 
Joachim’s team on the issue.

“Because DMs are private spaces, 
we don’t proactively look for hate 
speech or bullying in the same way we 
do in other places, and we need some-
one to report the message in app before 
we can take action.

“No one thing will fix this challenge 
overnight, but we’re continuing our 
work with the industry and Govern-
ment to help keep our community safe 
from abuse.” 

The Online Safety Bill, welcomed 
by both the FA and anti-discrimination 
charity Kick it Out, was due to be dis-
cussed in Parliament in July.

The legislation is designed to im-
pose a greater duty of care on tech 
companies to tackle abuse and hate 
on their platforms, but was postponed 
until the Conservative leadership 
campaign, which determines the next 
UK Prime Minister, concludes.

Sports

Liverpool’s Nunez sees red as Diaz 
rescues point for Crystal Palace

STATS PERFORM/DPA

IT was a mixed night for Liv-
erpool’s South Americans as 
Darwin Nunez was sent off on 
his home debut, but Luis Diaz 
scored a wonder goal to earn a 
point for the 10-man hosts in a 
1-1 draw against Crystal Palace.

A frustrating night for Ju-
rgen Klopp’s team appeared 
to be heading for defeat af-
ter Wilfried Zaha’s first-half 
opener and Nunez’s dismissal 
just before the hour.

Diaz’s superb individual ef-
fort got his team level, though, 
before last season’s Premier 
League runners-up set about 
trying to find a winner but to 
no avail.

It represents another early 
season blow to Liverpool’s 
hopes of running champions 
Manchester City close again 
in the title race, already four 
points behind their rivals, but 
as with their opening draw 
against Fulham, it may feel 
like a point gained for Klopp 
in the circumstances.

Liverpool started brightly 
as they tried to find an early 
opener, with Nunez mishitting 
a volley at the far post, while 
Mohamed Salah also went 
close to scoring from Trent 
Alexander-Arnold’s pull back, 
but the Egyptian’s side-footed 
attempt whizzed just wide of 
the near post.

After absorbing so much 
at the other end, it was Palace 

who took the lead in the 33rd 
minute when Eberechi Eze 
got away from Fabinho before 
playing Zaha in on goal, with 
the Ivory Coast international 
placing his shot past Alisson 
into the bottom-right corner.

Liverpool thought they 
were level just before the break 

as Harvey Elliott’s chip found 
Nunez down the left side of the 
penalty area, but his deflected 
shot came back off the post.

Things went from bad 
to worse for Nunez as the 
Uruguayan reacted to being 
shoved by Joachim Andersen 
by pushing his head into the 

Dane, with referee Paul Tier-
ney immediately producing 
a red card for the Liverpool 
striker.

However, the Anfield at-
mosphere soon improved as 
Diaz dribbled inside several 
Palace defenders before un-
leashing a rocket of a shot past 

Vicente Guaita’s despairing 
dive to his left.

The hosts tried to find a 
winner despite having fewer 
players, though Palace could 
also have won it when Zaha 
missed a great chance at the 
far post, but both were forced 
to settle for a point.

Liverpool’s Colombian midfielder Luis Diaz (C) celebrates after scoring his team first goal during the English Premier League football match 
between Liverpool and Crystal Palace at Anfield stadium, in Liverpool, north west England on Monday. (AFP)

Crystal Palace’s Danish defender Joachim Andersen misses to score during the English 
Premier League match against Liverpool at Anfield stadium in Liverpool on Monday. (AFP)

Andersen goes to police over online death threats

ICSS joins hands with UNOCT, UNICRI, and OAS 
ahead of Santiago 2023 Pan American Games

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
SANTIAGO (CHILE)

THE International Centre 
for Sport Security (ICSS) and 
its partners the United Na-
tions Office of Counter-Ter-
rorism (UNOCT) and the 
United Nations Interregional 
Crime and Justice Research 
Institute (UNICRI) along 
with Organization of Ameri-
can States (OAS) convened a 
kick-off meeting to provide 
technical assistance for Chile 
on sport security.   

The meeting which took 
place in Santiago, Chile on 
9-11 August, brought togeth-
er representatives from the 
Chile Olympic Committee, 
(COCH) the National Police, 
security planners for the Pan 
American Games 2023 and 
other entities.  

 It comes within the on-
going preparations for the 
Santiago 2023 Pan American 
Games, the first Pan Ameri-
can Games ever held in the 
South American nation, tak-
ing place from October 20 to 
November 5 in the capital of 
Santiago. 

During the three-day 
meeting, partners have dis-
cussed International, region-
al and national best practices 
and a joint needs analysis 
was conducted, paving the 
way for future integrated 
workshops and training in 
preparation for the Games. 

This significant step for-
ward is part of the imple-
mentation of the Global Pro-
gramme on Security of Major 
Sporting Events (MSE)and 
the Promotion of Sport and 
its Values to Prevent Violent 

Extremism (PVE) launched 
by UNOCT, ICSS, UNICRI 
and the UN Alliance of Civi-
lizations (UNAOC), and the 
official participation of UN 
Counter-Terrorism Execu-
tive Directorate (CTED) and 

INTERPOL.
The Global Programme is 

aimed at strengthening the 
protection of MSE through 
enhanced international co-
operation and sustainable 
security approaches while 

promoting the values of 
sport as a powerful means to 
counter terrorism and pre-
vent violent extremism.

Dale Sheehan Director, 
Capacity Building and Execu-
tive Education of the ICSS, 

said: “This event is a unique 
and timely opportunity to 
start providing a range of 
technical assistance to Chile, 
the host country of the San-
tiago 2023 Pan American 
Games, through the transfer, 
adaptation, mobilization and 
utilization of skills, knowl-
edge and technology in sport 
security and the use of sport 
to provide violent extremism.

Since its inception in 
February 2020, the Global 
Programme’ s partners pro-
vided assistance in this field 
to several UN member states 
such as Cameroun, Costa 
Rica, El Salvador, and Mal-
dives.

We are committed now 
more than ever to continue 
to collaborate closely to sup-
port our mission.”

International Centre for Sport 
Security to provide technical 

assistance to Chile 

Dale Sheehan Director, Capacity Building and Executive Education of the ICSS.

Santiago 2023 Pan American Games, the first Pan American Games 
ever held in the South American nation, will take place from October 
20 to November 5 in Chile.

FIFA suspends India’s 
football federation

DPA
GENEVA 

FIFA has suspended the gov-
erning body of football in In-
dia with immediate effect due 
to third-party interference, it 
said on Tuesday.

World football govern-
ing body FIFA said its coun-
cil “unanimously decided” to 
suspend the All India Football 
Federation (AIFF), mean-
ing India will not be able to 
host the FIFA U-17 Women’s 
World Cup 2022, which was 
scheduled to take place in the 
country on October 11-30.

“The suspension will be 
lifted once an order to set up 

a committee of administra-
tors to assume the powers of 
the AIFF Executive Commit-
tee has been repealed and the 
AIFF administration regains 
full control of the AIFF’s daily 
affairs,” a FIFA statement said.

The world body said it 
was assessing the issue of the 
under-17s tournament, adding 
that it was having talks with In-
dia’s Ministry of Youth Affairs 
and Sports and was “hopeful 
that a positive outcome to the 
case may still be achieved.” 
India’s top court dissolved the 
AIFF in May and appointed a 
three-member committee to 
amend the federation’s stat-
utes and organize elections.

Osaka suffers first-round 
exit at Cincinnati Masters

PA MEDIA/DPA
LONDON 

NAOMI Osaka suffered a first-
round exit at the Cincinnati 
Masters with a 6-4, 7-5 defeat 
to Zhang Shuai.

Osaka, the 2020 finalist in 
Cincinnati, lost in 75 minutes 
as Zhang levelled the pair’s 
head-to-head record at three 
wins apiece.

Zhang had not defeated a 
major winner since the first 
round of the 2020 Australian 
Open when she beat Sloane 
Stephens in three sets.

Former world number one 
Osaka served well by landing 
10 aces and only lost 10 points 
behind her first delivery.

But the number 44 ranked 

Zhang capitalised on Osaka’s 
29 unforced errors to turn the 
match her way.

Osaka showed flashes of 
her best form to level the sec-
ond set at 5-5, having trailed 
5-3, producing some excellent 
backhands to break Zhang 
for the only time. But Osaka’s 
backhand let her down at 5-5 
and Zhang made no mistake 
when serving for the match a 
second time with a love hold 
sealed by her fourth ace.

Karolina Pliskova, the num-
ber 14 seed and 2016 Cincinnati 
champion, eased into the sec-
ond round with a 7-5, 6-1 vic-
tory over Venus Williams.

The two former world 
number ones were facing off 
for the first time in five years 
and Pliskova scored her third 
win in four attempts against 
Williams. Romania’s Sorana 
Cirstea knocked out number 
12 seed Belinda Bencic 6-2, 6-7 
(3), 6-4 in a contest which last-
ed two hours and 38 minutes.

Belgium’s Elise Mertens 
brushed aside Ukraine’s An-
helina Kalinina 6-1, 6-1 to set 
up a second-round date with 
Pliskova.

Naomi Osaka in Mason, Ohio,  
on Tuesday. (Getty/AFP)

International Centre for Sport Security to 
provide technical assistance to Chile
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Qatar bowling team wins five medals at Arab C’ship in Egypt
QNA
CAIRO

THE Qatari bowling national 
team was crowned with gold, 
silver and bronze medals in 
the singles competitions and 
a silver and bronze in the dou-
bles competition at the 10th 
Arab Bowling Championship 
in Egypt.

Qatar’s fifth medal came 
when the national team 
claimed silver medal in the 
triathlon competition, on 
Tuesday. Jassem Al Muraikhi, 
Mansour Al Hajri and Yousef 
Al-Jaber were part of the team.

Qatar’s Yousef Abdulrah-
man Al Jaber won gold in 
singles scoring 1528 points. 
Al Muraikhi claimed silver 
with 1407 points, while Man-
sour Mesfer Al Awami won 

the bronze medal with 1374 
points.

The duo of Yousef Al Jaber 
and Al Muraikhi won bronze 
medal in doubles finishing 
third in the competition where 
the Saudi team won the gold 
and UAE the silver.

Egypt is hosting the 10th 
Arab Bowling Championship 
for men and the sixth cham-
pionship for women until 
August 19, with the participa-
tion of Qatar, Kuwait, Saudi 
Arabia, Jordan, Bahrain, Iraq, 
the UAE, Oman, Yemen, and 
hosts Egypt.

Qatari Saeed Al Hajri on 
Arab federation board
The General Assembly of the 
Arab Bowling Federation was 
held on the sidelines of the 
Arab championship. 

The meeting saw the elec-
tions of the Federation’s Board 
of Directors for 2022/2026 
session. The elections resulted 
in the victory of Saudi Abdul-
malik Al Shathri as president, 
and Qatari Saeed Al Hajri as 
board member.

Meanwhile, Qatar’s bowl-
ing junior team is participat-
ing in the Asian Junior Bowl-
ing Championship currently 
being held in Bangkok, Thai-
land. 

The Qatari national team’s 
mission to the tournament is 
headed by Secretary-General 
of the Qatar Bowling Federa-
tion Bandar Mubarak Al Shafi 
and includes players Badr 
Khalid Al Sada, Hazeem Al 
Muraikhi, Sultan Abdullah Al 
Qattan and Nasser Rashid Al 
Mansoori.

Qatar won gold, silver and bronze medals in the singles competitions, and a silver and bronze in the doubles at the 10th Arab Bowling Champi-
onship being held in Egypt on Tuesday.

Qatar Boxing Federation (QBF) President Sheikh Fahad bin Khalid Al Thani 
(left) and Yusuf Ali Al Kazim (right), President of Arab Boxing Federation 
and Asst-Secretary of QBF with Abdullah Al Badr, who won a bronze at 
Arab Championship, during a press conference in Doha on Monday.

QBF chief Sheikh Fahad  
applauds Qatar pugilists, 

says boxing league on anvil
TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK

DOHA

PRESIDENT of the Qatar Box-
ing Federation (QBF) Sheikh 
Fahad bin Khalid Al Thani has 
opined that the country has 
a bright future in boxing with 
many youngsters joining the 
sport. 

Sheikh Fahad, Qatar’s only 
professional boxer before his 
retirement last year, was elect-
ed as the president of QBF in 
February this year. Since then 
he has dived into boxing mat-
ters as an administrator by 
conducting an event in Katara 
in March before guiding young 
Qatar boxers to compete in 
events in Kuwait and Egypt.

At a media briefing on 
Monday, Sheikh Fahad, said 
he saw many talented pugilists 
in recent boxing events. “We 
conducted an event at Katara 
in March this year. That was 
the first event after I got elect-
ed as the president of the Qa-
tar Boxing Federation. As you 
know, as a professional before, 
I was not really in contact with 
the boxers before. But it was 
really impressive on the num-
ber of club boxers who partici-
pated. The level of boxers was 
good at the junior, senior and 
in the elite class.”

He stressed that Qatari 
boxers are also doing well at 
international events. “Our 
boxers featured in the Elite 
Men’s Championship held in 
Kuwait in July. We had Abdul-
lah Al Badr and Abdul Hadi 
Al Marri representing Qatar. 
Both did well, especially Abdul 
Hadi Al Marri – a young sen-
ior – who went there and won 
a bronze in Kuwait.” 

“After that, we featured in 
the Arab Youth Boxing Cham-
pionship which was also a 
very important event on our 

calendar.”  
Sheikh Fahad hoped to 

prepare a group of boxers, 
who will win accolades in ma-
jor events.   

“We are keeping a keen 
eye on these boxers because 
this is the generation that 
will be competing at the 2030 
Asian Games in Doha. From 
our perspective, it (the Katara 
event) was key to have a start-
ing point towards that goal of 
the Asian Games in 2030,” he 
said. 

The QBF President said 
the federation is setting sights 
on initiating a boxing league in 
the future.   

“The ambition is to have 
a boxing league in the future. 
It is early days. We are not 
there. We want to build such 
a league along with the clubs 
and the federation and do it on 
a monthly basis. This will keep 
the boxers active. The plan is 
to have a league that runs for 
a few months. That would give 
them (the boxers) something 
to look forward to even when 
they are not competing at in-
ternational level.”

We are keeping a keen eye 
on these boxers because 
this is the generation that 
will be competing at the 
2030 Asian Games in Doha. 
From our perspective, it (the 
Katara event) was key to 
have a starting point 
towards that goal of the 
Asian Games in 2030 
Sheikh Fahad bin Khalid Al 
Thani, President, Qatar  
Boxing Federation 

QATAR’S FENCING TEAM WINS BRONZE AT ISLAMIC SOLIDARITY GAMES 

Qatar’s Khaled Aref and Abdullah Khalifa pose after winning the 
bronze medal in the men’s foil fencing Team competition at the 
Islamic Solidarity Games in Konya, Turkiye, on Tuesday. The Qatar duo 
beat Iran 45-34 in the third-place play off. Uzbekistan won gold while 
Turkiye claimed the silver medal.

Andorra runner says he is ‘not  
a hero’ after helping fallen Dane

DPA
MUNICH 

NAHUEL Carabana of An-
dorra sacrificed his own race 
when he tended to a fallen rival 
in the 3,000 metres steepel-
echase at the European Cham-
pionships on Tuesday but said 
that doesn’t make him a hero.

Denmark’s Axel Vang 
Christensen had fallen at one 
of the obstacles while lead-
ing the first heat in Munich’s 
Olympic Stadium.

Other runners continued 
the race but Carabana who 
was running at the back of 
the pack stopped, tried to 
help Christensen up, and 
when that wasn’t possible he 
moved him out of the way on 

the track before continuing.
“He could have been seri-

ously injured,” said Carabana, 
adding that he also decided to 

help because his form in the 
race was not good and he was 
nowhere near the front.

“I thought maybe I can do 
something good. That’s why I 
decided in this way. I don’t feel 
like a hero. Everyone who is 
here is a hero. Everyone of us 
can do something like that. We 
can help each other,” he said.

Carabana got an ovation 
from the crowd for his sports-
manship once he continued to 
finish last, more than a minute 
behind Italian winner Osama 
Zoghlami, while medical staff 
took care of Christensen.

“That made me very hap-
py and showed me that I did 
something very good,” Cara-
bana said in reference to the 
crowd reaction.

Nahuel Carabana of Andorra sacrificed his own race when he tended 
to a fallen rival in the 3,000 metres steepelechase at the European 
Championships on Tuesday 

Bol starts well in daunting 400m/400m 
hurdles double at the Euro athletics

DPA
MUNICH 

DUTCH star Femke Bol started 
the quest for an unprecedented 
400 metres and 400m hurdles 
double gold at the European 
Championships by reaching 
Wednesday’s 400m final.

Bol clocked 50.60 seconds 
to comfortably win her semi-
final on Tuesday in which Pol-
ish title holder Justyna Swie-
ty-Ersetic only finished fifth to 
crash out.

No woman has ever tried 
the 400m flat and hurdles dou-
ble at one event but hurdles 
world record holder Karsten 
Warholm of Norway attempted 
it on the men’s side at the 2018 
Euros, winning the hurdles but 
coming last in the flat distance.

“I wish you good luck. 
You’re going to need it!” War-
holm told Bol in the run-up.

Bol ran a national 400m 
record 49.75 recently which is 
also the best European time, 
and was a 400m indoor Euro-
pean champion last year.

Her hurdles best 52.03 
from last year’s Olympic bronze 
is a European record and she 

is streaks ahead of all rivals in 
Munich. She won hurdles and 
mixed 4x400m relay silvers 
at the recent world champion-
ships in Eugene Oregon.

Bol has said the Munich 
schedule could work in her 
favour with the 400m coming 

first before the hurdles semi-
finals on Thursday and final 
on Friday.

“It’s quite a challenge, but 
I feel good so I can really push 
for it and try to do it,” she said.

“I’m used to the rhythm 
of the 400m hurdles, with the 

barriers to guide me. In the 
flat 400m I have to feel how I 
am going to run.

Going out of my comfort 
zone to do that event first and 
then returning to the 400m 
hurdles is the best way round 
for me.”

Dutch star Femke Bol during the World Atletics Championships in Eugene, Oregon, USA, recently.

No woman has ever tried the 400m flat and hurdles double at one event but hurdles 
world record holder Karsten Warholm of Norway attempted it on the men’s side at the 
2018 Euros, winning the hurdles but coming last in the flat distance.

Qatar players 
for Abu Dhabi 
International 

Chess Festival
TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK

DOHA

QATAR chess players Hussein 
Aziz, Abdullah Al amid, Ray-
an Irfan, Saad Al Sulaiti and 
coach Abdul Rahim Al Mahio 
left for Abu Dhabi on Tuesday 
to participate in the Abu Dhabi 
International Chess Festival. 
The event – which began on 
August 16 – ends August 26. 

The event has attracted 
more than 1,000 players from 
54 countries, under under the 
patronage of Sheikh Nahyan bin 
Zayed Al Nahyan, Chairman of 
the Board of Trustees of Zayed 
bin Sultan Al Nahyan Charitable 
and Humanitarian Foundation, 
Chairman of the Abu Dhabi 
Sports Council, and under the 
supervision of the Abu Dhabi 
Sports Council, and the organi-
sation of the Abu Dhabi Chess 
and Mind Games Club. 

The event offers a total 
prize of 300,000 dirhams in 
11 classes. A group of top in-
ternational players will par-
ticipate including Wang Hao 
from China, Sinan Gugirov, 
Yevgeny Tomashevsky, Al-
exander Predik from Russia, 
Anton Korpov from Ukraine, 
Arjun Irigaysi from India and 
Ray Robson from the US. 

On the other hand, Qatar’s 
Khaled Al Jamaat and Ibra-
him Al Janahi, accompanied 
by Ali Abdel Razek Hashem, 
Asst Secretary, will leave on 
Wednesday for the Blitz Chess 
event for youth (U16).

Mohamed Al Mudahka, 
President of the Qatar Chess 
Federation, said: “I am confi-
dent that Qatari players par-
ticipating in the tournament 
would be able to achieve posi-
tive results despite the presence 
of strong competitors in Abu 
Dhabi. We got good results at 
the Chess Olympiad that was 
held in India. We were able to 
win 4 matches out of 11 rounds 
at Chess Olympiad in Chennai.” 



15Wednesday, August 17, 2022

Pakistan Ambassador HE Syed Ahsan Raza cuts a cake to mark the event.Pakistan Ambassador HE Syed Ahsan Raza addresses community members at the Pakistan embassy.

PEF President Riyaz Bakali presents a Sindhi ajrak (shawl) to Malak Nawar Khan Wazir in 
the presence of Community Welfare Attache Waheedullah Khan, Sales Executive of PIA 
Kabeerudin Siraj and Ch Ajmal.

A large number of community members attended the event hosted by Malak Nawar Khan 
Wazir at Ain Khalid.

Haji Said Badshah cuts a cake to mark the event.

Pakistani community members organise a host of 
events to mark their country’s Independence Day

T
HE Pakistani community in 
Qatar celebrated their coun-
try’s Independence Day with 
traditional fervour and en-
thusiasm.

The celebrations of the day 
kicked-off with a prestigious and 
impressive flag hoisting ceremony 
held at the Pakistan embassy. Pa-
kistan’s Ambassador HE Syed Ah-
san Raza unfurled the white-green 
Pakistani flag to the tune of Paki-
stan’s national anthem.  

The Pakistan Engineers Fo-
rum (PEF) organised a colour-
ful event to celebrate Pakistan’s 
Independence Day at Pistachio 
Restaurant. PEF President Riyaz 
Bakali, Asfandiar Ansari, Hamid 
Rasool, Dr Akmal Rana and Ajmal 
Ch spoke on the occasion and paid 
glowing tributes to the sacrifices of 
the leaders of Pakistan Movement. 

Jamshaid Bajwa presented Dr 
Mohammad Iqbal’s poem on the 
occasion.

A large number of community 
members and representatives of 
different Pakistani forums at-
tended the event hosted by Head 
of Pakistan Community Qatar 
Malak Nawar Khan Wazir at his 
residence in Ain Khalid. Commu-
nity Welfare Attache Waheedul-
lah Khan was the chief guest. 
Nasir Khan Wazir welcomed 
the guests. PEF President Riyaz 
Bakali presented a Sindhi Ajrak 
(shawl) to Wazir. Malik Nawar 
thanked all the guests and urged 
them to work wholeheartedly for 
the development and progress 
of Qatar and Pakistan. He called 
upon his compatriots to respect 
the rules and regulations of Qa-
tar which has provided them ex-
cellent living and working condi-
tions.

Chairman of Souvenir Group 
Haji Said Badshah organised a col-
ourful event at Souvenir General 
Hospital (SGH) located at Dilazak 
Road, Peshawar. A large number 
of community members and chil-
dren took part in the event. The 
group has offices in China, Turkey, 
Qatar, the UAE, Oman, Saudi Ara-
bia, Sudan and Pakistan.

Members of Bangash Ittihad 
Qatar (BIQ) gathered at the resi-
dence of Jangrez Bangash to cel-

ebrate their country’s Independ-
ence Day. A special cake was cut to 
mark the occasion presided over 
by Haji Mohammad Aslam. Mem-

bers of BIQ exchanged Independ-
ence Day greetings and stressed 
on the need to organise events 
on the national days of Pakistan 

and Qatar with regularity and un-
derlined the importance of unity 
among members on the issues re-
lated to Pakistan.

Community members cut a cake at the event organised by PEF at Pistachio Restaurant.

Pakistan Prism
Reports by 
For events and press releases email 
qatar.editor@qatar-tribune.com or 
call (974) 4000 2222

L N Mallick

Souvenir Group Chairman Haji Said Badshah at Souvenir General Hospital (SGH) located at Dilazak Road, Peshawar. Members of Bangash Ittihad Qatar cut a cake to mark the event.

Members of Bangash Ittihad Qatar cut a cake to mark the event.

Prominent Pakistani community members and representatives of different forums attended the event organised by PEF.
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Joyful reception for Fath Al Khair 5 crew at Hamad Int’l Airport

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

THE crew of Fath Al-Khair 5 
on Tuesday arrived at Hamad 
International Airport (HIA), 
returning from a journey that 
began on July 4, which includ-
ed the coasts of Malta, Italy, 
France and Spain, with the 
aim of introducing the Qatari 
maritime heritage and pro-

moting the Qatar World Cup 
2022 to the world.

The crew members were 
received by Director-General 
of the Cultural Village Foun-
dation (Katara) Dr Khalid bin 
Ibrahim Al Sulaiti, Director of 
the Beach Department Ahmed 
Abdullah Al Hitmi and a large 
number of families and media 
professionals.

Dr Sulaiti praised the crew 

members for their high deter-
mination in completing the trip 
and achieving its goals.

He said, “Katara was keen 
to promote the Qatari herit-
age, and one of its most im-
portant goals was to preserve 
and publicise it, and the Fath 
Al Khair 5 journey was an im-
portant step in achieving this 
goal in addition to its mission 
in promoting the FIFA World 

Cup Qatar 2022.”
He stressed that Katara or-

ganised this trip with precision 
and professionalism with the ef-
forts of young Qataris

Muhammad Al Sada Nokh-
dha, a member of the crew, said: 
“We have covered a distance 
of 5,238 kilometres during the 
journey that lasted nearly 40 
days, during which we faced 
many challenges and climatic 

difficulties between changing 
the direction of the air per day 
from four to five times, in ad-
dition to hurricanes between 
regions, especially in the moun-
tains near the coasts. By the 
grace of God Almighty and with 
the determination of the mem-
bers, we were able to overcome 
it and move towards our goal 
with enthusiasm and pleasure.”

He pointed out that the 

public interacted greatly with 
this trip in all the ports where 
they stopped, adding that there 
were some fans who followed 
the course of the trip in more 
than one port.

The 17 members of the trip 
expressed their happiness to 
complete the trip to the fullest. 

Youssef Abdel Rahman, 
one of the members on the 
Fath Al-Khair 5 journey, said: 

“We were all of one heart and 
everyone cooperated. Despite 
the hardship and difficulties, 
we were happy enjoying the 
journey through which we 
highlighted the Qatari mari-
time heritage on the one hand 
and promoted the World Cup 
2022 in our beloved country, 
Qatar, on the other hand.”

Katara had earlier launched 
four Fateh Al-Khair trips.

Entries invited 
for 1st edition of
Mada Innovation 
Award 2022

QNA
DOHA

QATAR Assistive Technology Center (Mada) 
has announced the opening of nominations 
for the first edition of the Mada Innovation 
Award 2022, in preparation for the technical 
evaluation of the solutions provided and the 
beginning of the stages of the competition. 
The nomination facility will remain open 
until August 31

The award, worth QR1,000,000, is the 
first award of its kind aimed to encourage 
and support innovative solutions that en-
hance the accessibility of information and 
communication technology for people with 
disabilities and the elderly. These can be 
hardware, software or even applications on 
smart phones.

A financial grant will be provided to the 
winners to enable them to develop the inno-
vative product or service and establish their 
position in the local market.

The award aims to raise awareness of 
innovators, programmers, technology mak-
ers and mobile application developers of the 
importance of developing innovations that 
keep pace with the requirements and varia-
bles of the Fourth Industrial Revolution, and 
works to integrate persons with disabilities 
into all sectors of society.

The idea of the award came from the 
Mada’s belief in the pioneering role of inno-
vations that are adapted and integrated with 
assistive technology to provide added value 
to people with disabilities around the world. 
This allows users to benefit from services of 
high quality and enables them to discover 
new levels of luxury of life that help build 
capabilities.

Through this award, Mada also seeks to 
urge individuals and institutions to devise 
technical and software solutions that would 
make a real leap in the lives of persons with 
disabilities in line with the global digital 
transformation.

Assistant FM meets French president’s envoy to Libya
QNA 
PARIS

ASSISTANT Foreign Minister for Regional 
Affairs HE Dr Mohammed bin Abdulaziz 
bin Saleh Al Khulaifi met with Special En-
voy of the French President to Libya, Paul 
Soler, in Paris on Tuesday.

During the meeting, they reviewed bi-
lateral relations between the two countries 
and the latest developments in regional is-
sues, especially the situation in Libya.

The assistant foreign minister af-
firmed Qatar’s full support for the politi-
cal track in Libya, the relevant Security 
Council resolutions and all peaceful solu-
tions that preserve Libya’s unity, stability 
and sovereignty to achieve the aspirations 
of the Libyan people for development and 
prosperity.

The meeting was attended by Ambas-
sador of Qatar to France HE Sheikh Ali bin 
Jassim Al Thani.

Qatar Tourism launches education
campaign in partnership with QF

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

QATAR Tourism has launched an 
education campaign in collabora-
tion with Qatar Foundation and 
Qatar University to promote Qa-
tar as a world-class education hub. 
The campaign targets students 
and parents in the region and is 
designed to showcase why they 
should consider studying in Qatar. 

Qatar aims to showcase the 
country’s leading accredited uni-
versity offerings and how it can 
open a world of opportunities for 
students by providing internation-
ally recognised degrees from top-
level universities.

As part of the campaign, CNN, 
one of the most widely distributed 
news channels in the world, vis-
ited Qatar to film its educational 
institutes and interview current 
students - this will be featured in 
30 and 60 second videos on the 
platform. The campaign will also 
include other digital advertise-
ments to ensure maximum reach 
across the region.   

Chief Operating Officer of Qa-
tar Tourism, Berthold Trenkel, 
said: “Qatar has always under-
stood the power of education and 
has therefore heavily invested to 
ensure the educational landscape 
in the country is international, cut-
ting-edge, and diverse. Qatar has 
a dynamic university offering, and 
through this campaign, we will be 
able to highlight what makes Qatar 
the right choice for university edu-
cation. Qatar uniquely combines 
globally renowned education with 
a rich culture, safe environment, 
world-class facilities, social stabil-
ity, and excellent employment op-
portunities.” 

Qatar Foundation (QF) has 
created a globally unique, multi-
disciplinary ecosystem of educa-
tion, with its Education City being 
home to branch campuses of sev-
en of the world’s leading universi-
ties, as well as QF’s homegrown 
Hamad Bin Khalifa University. 

Hend Zainal, Executive Direc-
tor of Strategy, Management, and 
Partnerships at QF’s Higher Edu-
cation division, said: “Qatar Foun-

dation’s unique education ecosys-
tem makes studying in Education 
City an experience that cannot be 
replicated anywhere else in the 
world.

“Education City is a true tes-
tament to Qatar’s national-level 
commitment to education. We be-

lieve that quality education under-
pins the development of nations 
and the realization of individuals 
and communities’ true potential.

“We are proud of our partner-
ship with Qatar Tourism through 
this campaign that will showcase 
the benefits that quality education 
brings to Qatar, the region, and 
the world, and we hope that this 
will position Qatar as a regional 
hub for education.”

Additionally, Qatar Univer-
sity (QU) continues to serve as 
the country’s primary institu-
tion of higher education. QU has 
eleven colleges and 94 differ-
ent programs, and offers quality 
education to more than 25,000 
multinational students at the un-
dergraduate and graduate levels. 
Qatar University has a substan-
tial pool of skilled and in-demand 
graduates, a rising number of 
highly-regarded specialised Mas-
ters and Ph.D. programs and nu-
merous noteworthy research ac-
complishments. 

Dr. Eiman Mustafawi, Vice 
President for Student Affairs at 

Qatar University said: “We con-
tinue to put forth the effort and 
commitment necessary to offer 
a student-centered educational 
experience that supports our stu-
dents’ academic success and per-
sonal development, in alignment 
with Qatar’s higher education 
standards which are as competi-
tive as those of renowned univer-
sities around the world.”

She confirmed that Qatar 
University stands today as an 
icon of academic excellence and 
as the fastest growing university 
in research in the region. Qatar 
University’s graduates are profes-
sional and competent. It is worth 
mentioning that each year Qatar 
University recruits thousands of 
students, including international 
students, who comprise no less 
than 30% of the student popula-
tion at Qatar University.  

Qatar Tourism is working with 
partners to ensure that students 
arriving in Doha discover a vi-
brant, forward-thinking city that 
is filled with world-class attrac-
tions and institutions.

Qatar aims to showcase the 
country’s leading accredited 
university offerings and how 
it can open a world of 
opportunities for students by 
providing internationally rec-
ognised degrees from top-
level universities

The award aims to raise awareness of 
innovators, programmers, technology 
makers and mobile application develop-
ers of the importance of developing inno-
vations that keep pace with the require-
ments of the Fourth Industrial Revolution, 
and works to integrate persons with disa-
bilities into all sectors of society


