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BETWEEN 31 May and 22 
June, FIFA held three semi-
nars to thoroughly prepare 
the 36 referees, 69 assistant 
referees and 24 video match 
officials from all six confedera-
tions chosen to officiate at the 
upcoming FIFA World Cup 
Qatar 2022. 

The three-day seminars en-
abled officials from each con-
federation to come together 
in Asuncion, Paraguay (CON-
CACAF/Conmebol), Doha, 
Qatar (AFC/OFC/CAF), and 
Madrid, Spain (UEFA), led by 
Pierluigi Collina, Chairman of 
the FIFA Referees Committee, 
and Massimo Busacca, FIFA’s 
Director of Refereeing.

The match officials were 
put to the test in both theo-
retical classes and on-the-field 
training sessions each day, 
allowing the officials to simu-
late and practice various live-
match situations.

“Our objective is to prepare 
the referee as best as possible 
to avoid using technology, but 
technology is there to reduce 
the possibility of human mis-
take that can affect the out-
come of a match. Even the best 
referee can make a mistake; he 
is a human being, and we know 
that” said Pierluigi Collina.

The successful delivery of 
the seminars on three conti-
nents was especially satisfying, 
considering during the peak of 
the COVID-19 pandemic, FIFA 
Refereeing had to move all ed-
ucation online.

For the selected match offi-
cials, their participation at the 
FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 
is the ultimate realization of 
a professional dream. For 
Danny Makkelie of The Neth-
erlands, one he’d had since 
childhood.

“When I received the invi-
tation and confirmation that 
I had been selected with my 
team, this was an unbeliev-
able feeling. When I started as 
a referee, I was 12 years old, 
and my goal was already that 

I wanted to reach the top, and 
I was dreaming of the World 
Cup,” said the Dutchman, who 
was also a Video Assistant Ref-
eree at the final of the 2018 
FIFA World Cup Russia.

For assistant referee Ka-
ren Diaz (Mexico), she hopes 
being one of six pioneering 
women – alongside referees 
Stéphanie Frappart (France), 
Salima Mukansanga (Rwan-
da), and Yoshimi Yamashita 
(Japan), and assistant referees 
Neuza Back (Brazil) and Kath-

ryn Nesbitt (USA – to partici-
pate in a men’s FIFA World 
Cup, will open up opportuni-
ties for more women.

“I feel very happy, and very 
grateful to all the people that 
have given me this chance,” 
said Diaz. “We have to ensure 
that this time doesn’t become 
the only time that women are 
selected, but the first of many 
to come.”

The 2022 FIFA World 
Cup Qatar is now just over 
100 days away. As Massimo 

Busacca concludes: “It’s like 
a football team; they have to 
prepare everything very well 
for the most important com-
petition we have in the sport. 
I am positive. I expect a great 
World Cup. We know what we 
are doing.

“The sacrifice we are mak-
ing, the seminars; talking and 
talking, is because we want to 
achieve a target. I’m sure the 
referees understand this mes-
sage, and they will perform 
very well.”

FIFA match officials continue 
preparation for Qatar 2022QATAR national football team 

player Abdullah Al Ahraq, who 
suffered a ligament tear, has been 
ruled out for nine months, the 
Qatar Football Association said 
in a tweet on Monday. The Duhail 
star won’t be able to participate in 
the FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 as 
a player. Qatar open the campaign 
against Ecuador on November 20 
at the Al Bayt Stadium in Group A, 
which also has the Netherlands 
and Senegal. Qatar players are cur-
rently training and playing friendly 
matches in Europe.

Injury rules Qatar’s 
Abdullah Al Ahraq 
out of World Cup

Manchester City have been 
criticized by a skin cancer charity 
after fans were told they could 
not take sun cream to the 
Etihad Stadium. City’s supporter 
services team responded to a 
fan’s enquiry on Twitter prior to 
Saturday’s Premier League match 
against Bournemouth, where tem-
peratures reached 31 degrees 
Celsius, by saying: “Sun cream 
will not be permitted on entry 
into the stadium. “We advise 
supporters to apply this before 
coming and to bring a hat and 
water.” Melanoma UK, the coun-
try’s leading melanoma patient 
organisation, branded City’s policy 
“disappointing” and “very worry-
ing”. Many footballers have had 
melanoma. “Your supporter ser-
vices team have got this wrong. 
You cannot expect a stadium full 
of fans (many of them children) 
not to have sunscreen with them. 
“Help protect them - link up with 
someone who can provide the 
sunscreen inside the stadium. 
This is so disappointing.”  
(PA Media/DPA)

Man City’s sunscreen 
ban ‘very worrying’: 
Skin cancer charity

 Quick read

Steven Gerrard’s worst fears 
have been realized with the news 
Diego Carlos ruptured his Achil-
les tendon during Saturday’s 2-1 
victory over Everton. Defender 
Carlos, the club’s big summer 
signing from Sevilla, limped off 
late on at Villa Park. 
“I’m extremely worried about that 
situation,” said Gerrard in his 
post-match press conference. 
“We’re going to send him for 
an MRI scan but it doesn’t look 
good. “I’m extremely happy with 
the win and the performance but, 
if we happen to lose someone 
who’s so important to us, that 
could tarnish the win. “It’s around 
the ankle, Achilles area. He felt 
an awkward mechanism in there. 
You can see by the player and 
the man that he’s not the type to 
go off easy. He looks concerned 
about it and the medical staff 
seem concerned and that’s the 
reason why I’m worried about it.” 
Villa can expect to be without the 
29-year-old Brazil international for 
much of the season.  
(PA Media/DPA)

Injury blow for  
Aston Villa as Carlos 

ruptures Achilles

FIFA organised seminars for 129 match officials, on three continents; Seminars were held in Asunción, Doha, 
and Madrid, in May and June; The objective is to prepare referees to use technology only as a support

Coaches Tuchel and Conte charged by FA following touchline fracas
PA MEDIA/DPA

LONDON 

CHELSEA head coach Thomas 
Tuchel and Tottenham coun-
terpart Antonio Conte have 
been charged by the Football 
Association following their 
touchline fracas during Sun-
day’s Premier League draw.

The pair clashed twice 
at Stamford Bridge, causing 
two melees as tempers flared 
during a fiery London derby 
which saw Spurs snatch a 2-2 
draw with a last-gasp Harry 
Kane goal.

Both managers were 
booked for the first bust-up, 
then sent off at full-time when 

a niggly handshake sparked 
further ugly scenes.

The FA confirmed on Mon-
day that Tuchel and Conte now 
had a charge to answer.

“Thomas Tuchel and An-
tonio Conte have both been 
charged with a breach of FA 
Rule E3, following the Premier 
League fixture between Chelsea 
FC and Tottenham Hotspur FC 
on Sunday 14 August 2022,” 
the FA’s statement read.

“It is alleged that the be-
haviour of both managers was 
improper following the end 
of the fixture. Thomas Tuchel 
and Antonio Conte have until 
Thursday 18 August 2022 to 
provide their respective re-

sponses.” The PA news agency 
understands Tuchel could yet 

face further charges with the 
FA set to investigate the Ger-

man’s post-match comments 
as he claimed “maybe it would 
be better” for Anthony Taylor 
not to referee Chelsea again, 
with the Blues boss incensed 
that both of Spurs’ goals stood.

Kalidou Koulibaly volleyed 
home Marc Cucurella’s corner, 
before Pierre-Emile Hojbjerg 
hit back for Spurs.

Reece James fired home to 
put Chelsea back in front in the 
closing stages, only for Kane to 
nod home in the sixth minute of 
second-half added time.

Tuchel lamented both 
Spurs’ goals being allowed to 
stand, claiming Richarlison was 
offside for Hojbjerg’s effort.

The Blues were then left fu-

rious that Cristian Romero was 
not punished for pulling Cu-
curella’s hair, with a VAR check 
ruling out a red card but then 
not imposing any sanction.

More than 90,000 people 
have signed an online petition 
demanding Taylor be blocked 
from refereeing Chelsea again.

Chelsea supporters have 
long claimed an agenda from 
Taylor against them, and 
Tuchel did not dampen those 
flames when speaking after 
Sunday’s tetchy but compel-
ling draw.

Asked if he thinks Taylor 
should not referee Chelsea 
again, Tuchel replied on Sun-
day: “Maybe it would be bet-

ter, maybe it would be better.
“But honestly we also have 

VAR to help make the right 
decisions. Since when can 
players have their hair pulled, 
since when is that? And if he 
does not see it, I don’t blame 
him - I didn’t see it.

“But we have people at 
VAR who check this, and then 
you see it. And then what? And 
how can this not be a free-kick, 
and then a red card? How? 
And when it was put to him 
that he will most likely face a 
touchline ban for next week-
end’s Premier League trip to 
Leeds, Tuchel said: “So, good! 
I cannot coach but the referee 
can whistle the next game.”

Tottenham Hotspur’s Italian head coach Antonio Conte (R) and Chel-
sea’s German head coach Thomas Tuchel after the English Premier 
League match at Stamford Bridge in London on Sunday. (AFP)

96 Days to go

The first World Cup was in the 1950 when 
I was 9 or 10 years old.  When Brazil lost to 
Uruguay, I saw my father crying.  – PeleTUESDAY, AUGUST 16, 2022

QATAR’S GOLD-WINNING HANDBALL TEAM ARRIVES HOME TO A WARM WELCOME 

Qatar’s men’s handball team which won the gold medal at the Islamic Solidarity Games in Konya, Turkiye, on Sunday, was welcomed on arrival by officials and fans at the Hamad International Airport in Doha on Monday. Qatar beat hosts Turkey 26-23 in 
the final. Qatar are the only third country to win handball gold at the Games. Algeria won the gold in 2005 and Saudi Arabia won in 2017.
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LUSAIL Stadium – the venue 
for the FIFA World Cup final 
on 18 December – has achieved 
a five-star rating under the 
Global Sustainability Assess-
ment System (GSAS), which 
is administered by the Gulf 
Organisation for Research & 
Development (GORD).

The 80,000-capacity ven-
ue boasts a number of sustain-
ability features, including a 
state-of-the-art roof and water 
efficiency systems. The stadi-
um’s design is inspired by the 
interplay of light and shadow, 
based on the ‘fanar’ lantern, 
which illustrates the golden 
age of art and craftsmanship 
in the Arab and Islamic world.

Lusail achieved a five-

star rating for GSAS Design 
& Build and a Class A* rating 
for GSAS Construction Man-
agement. Executives from the 
Supreme Committee for De-
livery & Legacy received the 
certificates during a special 
event on Monday. The SC del-
egation included Eng. Ghanim 
Al Kuwari, Deputy Director 
General, Technical Services, 
Eng. Bodour Al Meer, Sustain-
ability Executive Director, and 
Jassim Al Jaidah, Sustainabil-
ity Communications Manager.

“This recognition from 
GORD is an important part of 
our FIFA World Cup journey,” 
said Al Kuwari. “Sustainability 
has been central to our plans 
from the start as we are deter-
mined to develop venues that 
boost local communities here 
in Qatar long after the tour-

nament. We are very proud to 
receive these awards and pay 
tribute to everyone involved 
in the construction of Lusail 
Stadium – an incredible venue 
that will host the biggest inter-
national football match on the 
planet – the FIFA World Cup 
final – later this year.”

One of Lusail Stadium’s 
most notable sustainability 
features is the roof, which is 
made from PTFE – a material 
that protects the stadium from 
warm wind, keeps out dust and 
allows in enough light for the 
pitch to grow while providing 
shade to reduce the burden on 
the stadium’s air conditioning.

“Achieving these top rat-
ings is testament to the hard 
work of the project team, which 
prioritised sustainability fea-
tures from the design phase all 
the way through to construc-
tion and operation,” said Al 
Meer. “In addition to the roof, 
the project site has conserved 
40% more water than conven-

tional stadium developments 
thanks to efficient fixtures and 
leak detection systems.”

Al Jaidah added: “We 
thank all our contractors and 
stakeholders for helping us to 
achieve this valuable award, 
which is yet another proud 
moment in our FIFA World 
Cup sustainability journey.”

After Qatar 2022, Lusail 
Stadium is set to host a num-
ber of civic facilities for the 
local community. Any seats 
removed from the venue could 
be donated to countries that 
lack sporting infrastructure.

Eight stadiums will host 
matches during Qatar 2022, 
which will take place from 20 
November to 18 December. 
Each venue has achieved a 
minimum four-star rating un-
der GSAS, which was adopted 
as a sustainability rating sys-
tem by FIFA and will ensure 
all tournament-related infra-
structure meets stringent en-
vironmental standards.
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Lusail Stadium earns five-star sustainability rating

The engineering marvel – Lusail Stadium – recently hosted the QNB Stars League derby between Al Arabi 
and Al Rayyan on August 11.

Lusail achieved a five-star rating for GSAS Design & Build and a Class A* rating for GSAS Construction Management. Executives from the Supreme Committee for Delivery & Legacy received the certificates during a special event on Monday. The Supreme 
Committee delegation included Eng. Ghanim Al Kuwari, Deputy Director General, Technical Services, Eng. Bodour Al Meer, Sustainability Executive Director, and Jassim Al Jaidah, Sustainability Communications Manager.

The 80,000-capacity venue will host 
FIFA World Cup final on Dec 18th

Wakrah beat Umm Salal 4-0 to go top
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AL Wakrah scored a thumping 
4-0 win over Umm Salal to go 
to of the QNB Stars League at 
the Al Thumama Stadium on 
Monday. The Blue Waves now 
have seven points from three 
matches.

The goals for Al Wakrah 
came in the fifth minute (Mo-
hamed Benyettou), 19th min-
ute (Ali Mohamed, own goal), 
and in the 28th and 58th min-
utes (Jacinto Dala).

Umm Salal, who had held 
Al Sadd to a 1-1 draw in their 
previous encounter, were 
done in by two big lapses in 
the defence in the early part of 
the first half from where they 
just could not recover.

Defender Ali Bazmande-
gan was at the receiving end as 
Al Wakrah made a telling start. 
In the first, Ali tried to deflect 
back an Al Wakrah cross to his 
goalkeeper Samy Beldi, but the 
ball bounced from his hands 
and a waiting Benyettou seized 
the chance to score.

The second goal was a re-
sult of Ali being caught off 
guard inside the box by Beny-
ettou whose powerful kick de-
flected off Ali’s foot and beat a 
stretched goalkeeper to his left.

The thrilling action for 
Al Wakrah continued with 
Mohamed Hassan heading 
a cross which too bounced 
out of the goalkeeper’s hands 
and this time a lurching Dala 
scored delightfully to make it 
3-0. Umm Salal made efforts 
to make amends in the second 
half, but did not succeed in 
making a breakthrough.

In the 55th minute, a long 
curling Umm Salal kick landed 

on top of the net of Al Wak-
rah’s goal. Minutes later, the 
action was back on the other 
side, with Benyettou and Dala 
working superbly in tandem by 
passing to each other through 
Umm Salal players inside the 
box before Dala did the need-
ful to score his second goal.

The biggest moment of the 
match for Umm Salal was in the 

20th minute of the match when 
their Uzbek star Sardor Rashi-
dov took a free-kick which had 
great power and precision mov-
ing into the top right corner of 
the net, but it was cut off equally 
well by Al Wakrah goalkeeper 
Saoud al-Khater. 

Qatar SC edge Sailiya 
Earlier, Qatar SC edged 

past Al Sailiya 2-1 at the Khali-
fa International Stadium.

Qatar SC star Sebastian 
Soria was involved in both 
goals, first assisting Anthony 
Okpotu to score (38th min-
ute), and later scoring off a 
penalty himself (54th minute).

The penalty was awarded 
when Sailiya’s Bilal Saidani 
handled the ball while tack-
ling a charging Badr Benoun 
inside the box. Sailiya pulled 
one back with an exciting play 
with their star winger Giannis 
Fetfatzidis making a brilliant 
backflip for Mohammed Mud-
dather to score with a fine fin-
ish (68th minute).

This was Qatar SC’s first 
three valuable points after 
having gone down to Al Arabi 
and scoring a draw against Al 
Markhiya in the first two games. 
Al Sailiya have finished on the 
other side of the result in two of 
their three games so far. But un-
like what the scoreline against 
Qatar SC would suggest, Al Sail-
iya fought hard especially in the 

final minutes of the match but 
were unlucky not to score.

In 90+1st minute, Saeed 
Eisa made a header which hit 
the ground only to rebound 
and fly past a flying goalkeep-
er Sataa al-Abassi to hit the 
right post and away. Another 
chance came Ahmed Men-
hali’s way through a long pass 
sailing into the box, but he 
failed to make good of it.

In the 82nd minute, Al 
Sailiya’s Carlos Strandberg’s 
header just missed the target 
past the left goal post. While 
both sides had equal posses-
sion, Qatar SC had more at-
tempts on target.

Their captain Soria was al-
most central to the big action 
and a big chance went abeg-
ging in the 56th minute when 
he had only the goalkeeper to 
beat but Soria could not reach 
the ball to connect for a header.

Soon, in the 59th minute, 
Soria’s header did not have 
enough power and went straight 
to the rival goalkeeper. Qatar 
SC had swung into big action 
straightaway in the fourth min-
ute of play when fed with a super 
cross, but Eisa Ahmad Palangi 
could not get a good hold on the 
ball when in front of the goal.

Two minutes later, Soria 
had his first shy on the goal but 
his kick went too far right of 
the goal post. In the 13th min-
ute, Al Sailiya’s Saad Al Sowan 
had a good chance but lost his 
foothold resulting in a feeble 
shot straight to the goalkeeper.

A minute later, Fetfa 
shaped threateningly inside the 
box, but the danger was averted 
by Qatar SC defenders. Mid-
way through the first half, Soria 
moved the ball centre of the box 
brilliantly but his left foot kick 
was well held by the goalie.

In the 26th minute, Qa-
tar SC’s Nasir Baksh made 
a strong run down the right 
to make a superb cross into 
the box, but Palangi failed to 
connect.

QNB STARS LEAGUE

Al Wakrah stars Mohamed Benyettou (left) and Gelson Dala celebrate their 4-0 win over Umm Salal at the 
Al Thumama Stadium on Monday. 

Qatar SC captain Sebatian Soria (centre) celebrates one of their two 
goals against Al Sailiya at the Khalifa International Stadium on Monday.

Qatar SC edge  
Al Sailiya 2-1  
for first win

Al Duhail’s Rabeh Yahya joined the team during a training session on 
Monday having completed his rehab.

Al Duhail, Al Rayyan 
in Week 3 clash today
TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
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AL Duhail and Al Rayyan will 
be aiming for their first win 
when they clash at the Ahmad 
Bin Ali Stadium on Tuesday. 

Al Duhail and Al Rayyan 
are languishing in 10th and 
12th positions respectively af-
ter below-par performance in 
the first two matches. 

Duhail suffered a 2-4 de-
feat against Al Wakrah in the 
opening match, before be-
ing held by Al Ahli last week.  
Rayyan’s have lost both their 
match against Al Shamal and 
Al Arabi, the Lions’ squad 
missing many player including 
injured James Rodrigues. 

Going into the match, 
Duhail are the favourites but 
coach Hernan Crespo is wart 
of Rayyan. “Despite their 
loss in the first two matches, 
they’re a dangerous team. But 
we’re on the right path and if 
we keep working hard, wins 
will follow,” he said.

Rayyan coach Nicolas Cor-
dova was hoping for the first 

win. “In the past two matches, 
we weren’t lucky enough to 
win the points we deserved. 
Against Arabi, some small de-
tails made the difference. Our 
goal is now to win against Du-
hail,” he said.

In the other match of the 
day, leaders Al Arabi (six 
points), the only team to have 
won both their matches so far, 
take on Al Markhiya (four) at 
the Education City Stadium.

Off the field, the match 
would also be a battle between 
the national coaches Abdullah 
Mubarak of Al Markhiya, who 
is well known for his experience 
and for guiding the local players, 
and Al Arabi’s Younes Ali, who 
has proven to everyone with his 
abilities as a distinguished and 
talented coach having earlier ex-
celled as a player.

Both sides, however, will 
need to strengthen their ranks 
in the absence of top players. 
Al Arabi’s Mohamed Bader 
Sayyar has received a red card 
while Al Markhiya’s Ayoub 
Azzi suffered a similar conse-
quence against Qatar SC.



ANI
KINGSTON (JAMAICA)

A blistering 102-run 
opening wicket stand be-
tween Brandon King and 
Shamarh Brook guided West 
Indies to a win against New 
Zealand by eight wickets in 
the third T20I to prevent a 
sweep in the three-match se-
ries on Sunday.

Despite suffering a de-
feat against West Indies by 8 
wickets in the third and final 
match New Zealand clinched 

the T20I series 2-1. 
Chasing 146, right-hand-

er Brandon King (53) got 
the hosts off to a flyer on his 
return from injury, while fel-
low opener Shamarh Brooks 
(56*) played a more cautious 
role as the hosts put on 102 
for the opening wicket to 
leave New Zealand requiring 
a miracle.

Rovman Powell (27*) 
came in to guide the run 
chase home, with the stand-
in West Indies captain 
smashing Jimmy Neesham 

for six on the final delivery of 
the penultimate over to seal 
the contest.

Earlier opting to bat first, 
the New Zealand top-order 
made double-digit figures 
during their respective in-
nings, but only one batter 
scored more than 24 as the 
hosts’ excellent bowling re-
stricted visitors from scoring 
runs.

Glenn Phillips looked 
the best of the New Zealand 
batters, smashing 41 from 
just 26 balls to help the visi-
tors post a below-par score 
of 145/7 from their allotted 
20 overs. While New Zea-
land opener Martin Gup-
till only scored 15 before he 
was bowled by Akeal Ho-

sein, the veteran did enough  
to become the leading run-
scorer in the history of men’s 
T20I.

The decision by the West 
Indies to play two spinners 
proved crucial in the match, 
with Hosein bagging two 
wickets conceding 18 runs 
and Hayden Walsh (1/16) 
creating difficulties for bat-
ters to play big shots and 
pacer Odean Smith (3/29) 
reaping the rewards with 
career-best figures.

Scores: New Zealand 
145/7 (Glenn Phillips 41, 
Kane Williamson 24; Odean 
Smith 3-29) vs West Indies 
150/2 (Shamarh Brooks 56*, 
Brandon King 53; Ish Sodhi 
1-36).

Despite suffering a defeat against West Indies 
by 8 wickets in the third and final match New 
Zealand clinched the T20I series 2-1. 

Brandon King (L) and Sharmarh Brooks of West Indies during the third and final T20I against New Zealand at Sabina Park in Kingston, Jamaica, 
on Sunday. (AFP)

King, Brook partnership guides 
Windies to win against NZ

ANI
JOHANNESBURG

SOUTH African batter Faf 
Du Plessis will lead Johan-
nesburg Super Kings in the 
inaugural T20 League by 
Cricket South Africa (CSA) 
set to start from next year 
onwards.

As per ESPNCricinfo, the 
franchise has picked up Du 
Plessis as one of its five direct 
signings for US$375,000. 
The franchise is owned by 
Chennai Super Kings Sports 
Limited, the owners of the 
Indian Premier League (IPL) 
franchise Chennai Super 
Kings. The side has also ac-
quired the services of Moeen 
Ali (for $400,000). Du Ples-
sis has represented CSK in 
100 matches in two stints, 
first from 2011-15 then 2018-
21. Moeen had also joined 
CSK in 2021.

The Johannesburg fran-
chise has also picked up 
another CSK 2022 player, 
Maheesh Theekshana (for 
$200,000), a Sri Lankan off-
spinner. It has also picked 
up West Indies allrounder 
Romario Shepherd (for 
$175,000) and South African 
pacer Gerald Coetzee (for 
$50,000), with the pacer be-
ing a development player.

The coaching staff of 
the franchise also involves 
old men from CSK. Stephen 
Fleming will serve as its head 
coach, with Eric Simons as 
his assistant coach.

The franchise is also 
on verge of signing former 
South African all-rounder 
Albie Morkel, who repre-
sented CSK from 2008-2013.

England players are dom-
inating the marquee players 

list, with stars Jos Buttler 
and Liam Livingstone stand-
ing to earn up half a million 
dollars each. Moeen is the 
third most expensive on the 
list. He has signed up for 
UAE’s International League 
T20 as well. There is no clar-
ity if he will feature in CSA’s 
league or that of UAE as both 
will run more or less concur-
rently in January-February 
2023.

The six franchises are al-
lowed direct signing from a 
list of 30 marquee players 
which CSA finalised recent-
ly. They are allowed to have a 
squad strength of 17 players. 

They will pick the re-
maining twelve players at 
auctions scheduled for Sep-
tember 20 this year. All fran-
chises have been given an 
auction purse of $2 million, 
but the maximum salary de-
ducted as per the rules will 
be $250,000. Players get-
ting more than this amount 
will be paid in full but the 
amount exceeding $250,000 
will be counted as a market-
ing cost.

Faf du Plessis and Stephen 
Fleming having been at Chennai 
Super Kings for a long time.

Du Plessis to lead 
Johannesburg 
Super Kings, 
Fleming to serve 
as head coach

Ian Chappell 
calls time on 
commentary 
career

ANI
MELBOURNE 

AUSTRALIAN cricket legend 
Ian Chappell has decided to 
end his 45-year-long stunning 
commentary career.

The 78-year-old former 
Australia skipper is globally 
known for his intelligent views 
on the game and his straight-
forward manner of telling 
about them. Chappell became 
a part of a distinctive voices 
team that backgrounded 
broadcasts of Australian crick-
et for more than three decades, 

alongside Richie Benaud, Bill 
Lawry and Tony Greig.

“I remember the day when 
I knew I’d had enough of play-
ing cricket. I looked at the 
clock and it was five past 11 
on a day of play and I thought, 
‘S**t, if you’re clock-watching 
at that time, I have to go,’ ESP-
Ncricinfo quoted Ian Chappell 
as saying.

“So when it comes to com-
mentary, I’ve been thinking 
about it. I had a minor stroke 
a few years back and I got off 
lucky. But it just makes eve-
rything harder. And I just 
thought with all the travel and, 
you know, walking upstairs 
and things like that, it’s all just 
going to get harder” he added.

“Then I read what Rab-
bits [legendary rugby league 
commentator Ray Warren] 
said with retirement and it re-
ally struck home when I read 
the bit where he said, ‘you’re 
always one sentence closer to 
making a mistake,” Chappell 
further added.

ANI
HARARE

INDIA held its first practice 
session in Harare ahead of 
their three-match ODI series 
against Zimbabwe, which 
will start from August 18 on-
wards. Players like Shubman 
Gill, Deepak Chahar, Prasidh 
Krishna, Mohammed Siraj 
were seen sweating it out in 
the nets. “Hello from Harare 
#TeamIndia | #ZIMvIND,” 
tweeted BCCI.

The series is set to start 
from August 18 onwards and 
will go on till August 22.

The All-India Senior Se-
lection Committee has ap-
pointed KL Rahul as the cap-
tain of the side and named 
Shikhar Dhawan as his dep-
uty.

Earlier, Shikhar Dhawan 
was supposed to lead the side 

touring Zimbabwe. But after 
KL Rahul has been cleared, 
the right-hander has been 
made the captain and Dha-
wan as his deputy.

Earlier on July 30, the 
Indian squad touring Zimba-
bwe for a three-match ODI 
series was announced.

Senior players like Virat 
Kohli, Rishabh Pant and Jas-
prit Bumrah were not includ-
ed in the squad.

Rahul Tripathi, who rep-
resents Sunrisers Hyderabad 
in Indian Premier League, 
was included in the ODI 
squad after his solid perfor-
mance in the 2022 edition. In 
14 games, he scored 413 runs 
at an average of 37.55 and 
hit three fifties. He was the 
second-highest run-getter for 
his side.

All-rounder Washington 
Sundar and bowler Deepak 

Chahar have also made a re-
turn to the side after battling 
injuries.

The coaching staff for 
India’s tour of Zimbabwe, 
which consists of three ODIs, 

has been revealed. India leg-
end and current head of the 
National Cricket Academy 
(NCA) VVS Laxman will as-
sume the role of the head 
coach for the tour of Zimba-

bwe.
Rahul Dravid has been 

given a break ahead of Asia 
Cup which commences on 
August 27. India’s campaign 
begins with the much-antic-

ipated clash against Pakistan 
on August 28.

India’s batting coach 
Vikram Rathour and bowling 
coach Paras Mhambrey will 
be on a break, with Hrishi-
kesh Kanitkar and Sairaj Ba-
hutule filling in for them.

Zimbabwe has also an-
nounced its squad for the 
series. The original captain 
of Zimbabwe Craig Ervine is 
still out of the squad due to 
a hamstring injury and will 
miss the ODI series against 
India with Regis Chakabva, 
who lead Zimbabwe to a 2-1 
ODI series triumph against 
Bangladesh, continuing to 
lead the side.

Fast bowlers Blessing Mu-
zarabani and Tendai Chatara 
continue to remain on the 
sidelines in the series against 
India too. The left-arm spin-
ner Wellington Masakadza 

will miss the series due to a 
shoulder injury.

India squad for 3 ODIs: 
KL Rahul (captain) Shikhar 
Dhawan (vice-captain), Ru-
turaj Gaikwad, Shubman 
Gill, Deepak Hooda, Rahul 
Tripathi, Ishan Kishan (wick-
et-keeper), Sanju Samson 
(wicket-keeper), Washington 
Sundar, Shardul Thakur, Kul-
deep Yadav, Axar Patel, Avesh 
Khan, Prasidh Krishna, Mohd 
Siraj, Deepak Chahar.

Zimbabwe ODI squad: Re-
gis Chakabva (c), Tanaka Chi-
vanga, Bradley Evans, Luke 
Jongwe, Ryan Burl, Innocent 
Kaia, Kaitano Takudzwa-
nashe, Clive Madande, Wes-
ley Madhevere, Tadiwanashe 
Marumani, John Masara, 
Tony Munyonga, Richard 
Ngarava, Victor Nyauchi, Si-
kandar Raza, Milton Shumba 
and Donald Tiripano.

India sweat it out at nets ahead of first ODI against Zimbabwe

Indian cricket team players at the Harare Sports Club in Zimbabwe. (PIC: BCCI)

 Ian Chappell

SA captain Elgar puts forward a challenge for England batters

ANI
LONDON

SOUTH Africa Test skipper 
Dean Elgar has played down 
the hype around England’s 
new batting approach in the 
format under head coach 
Brendon McCullum.

Elgar has stressed that 
he has “absolutely no inter-
est” in the way England have 
reformed their Test batting 
ahead of the Test series be-
tween the sides in an interview 
with a leading UK newspaper. 
England, whose batting has 
undergone an astonishing 
metamorphosis with McCul-

lum taking over the coaching 
role, is set to host South Africa 
for three Tests this summer, 
with the first Test to be played 
at Lord’s on August 17.

They come off the back of 
a 3-0 drubbing of New Zea-
land and a victory in the one-
off Test against India - a con-
tinuation of the series played 
in 2021 - in the last couple of 
months.

However, Elgar is unper-
turbed by the talk around 
Bazball, the reformed bat-
ting mantra, and has in fact 
thrown an open challenge for 
England’s batters.

“I think it can go one of two 
ways for them and it can go 
south very quickly. Their own 
coach doesn’t even like the slo-
gan they’ve come up with. I’d 
like to see them do it against 
our seamers, “ Elgar said.

South Africa, however, 

have issues in the fast bowl-
ing department with Duanne 
Olivier ruled out with a muscle 
tear and Kagiso Rabada still 
recovering from injuries to 
ligaments in his left ankle dur-
ing the T20Is against England.

Olivier was the pick of 
South Africa’s quicks in the 
pre-series warm-up match 
against England Lions, which 
South Africa lost by an innings 
and 56 runs.

The upcoming Test series 
is a part of the ICC World Test 
Championship, where South 
Africa are currently the top-
per with a win percentage of 
71.43%.

England, meanwhile, have 
won just five of their 16 Test 
matches this cycle and are sev-
enth in the points table. But 
four of those five wins have 
come in the last four Tests 
they played.

South Africa’s captain Dean Elgar takes part in a practice session at Lord’s cricket ground in London on Monday ahead of South Africa’s first 
Test against England. (AFP)

England-SA first 
Test at Lord’s 
from Wednesday

Sports14 Tuesday, August 16, 2022



Sports 15Tuesday, August 16, 2022

SHEER DELIGHT

Pablo Carreno Busta of Spain jumps up in the air as he celebrates his victory against Hubert Hurkacz of Poland in the final round during Day 9 of the National Bank Open at Stade 
IGA in Montreal, Canada, on Sunday. Pablo Carreno Busta defeated Hubert Hurkacz 3-6, 6-3, 6-3. (GETTY IMAGES/AFP)

Carreno-Busta mounts comeback to 
stun Hurkacz in Canadian Open final

AGENCIES/ATP
MONTREAL

PABLO Carreno-Busta came 
back from a set down to mount 
a superb comeback against 
Hubert Hurkacz and win the 
first ATP 1000 event of his ca-
reer on Sunday.

The Spaniard became the 
first unseeded player to win 
the tournament since Guilher-
mo Canas in 2002 after weath-
ering an early storm to shock 
the eighth seed 3-6, 6-3, 6-3.

Having come through a 
gruelling semi-final encounter 
with Dan Evans to reach his 
first ATP 1000 final in singles, 
the Tokyo 2020 bronze med-
allist struggled to deal with his 

opponent’s impressive slew of 
aces in the first set, and saw 
his serve broken in the sixth 
game.

But a ruthless start to the 
second set saw Carreno-Busta 
break early, racing out to a 3-0 
lead and holding his nerve to 
keep the gap to his Polish op-
ponent, who was chasing a 
second ATP 1000 crown.

World number 10 Hurkacz 
attempted to rally with a fine 
start to the third set, but an-
other loss of serve effectively 
stalled his momentum and 
Carreno-Busta was able to 
take the victory.

The result marks a much-
needed boost for Carreno-Bus-
ta, who suffered first-round 

exits at the French Open and 
Wimbledon after making the 
last-16 in Australia, with the 
U.S. Open set to start later this 
month.

“It’s an amazing feeling to 
be a Masters 1000 winner,” he 
said post-match. “It’s the best 
title of my career for sure and I 
don’t know how I’m feeling in 
this moment.

“I know that during all the 
week we worked very hard, 
also the weeks before. It’s very 
important to be very positive 
all the time. It’s not my best 
season this year. I lost some 
matches that probably other 
seasons I didn’t lose, but I just 
tried to continue believing in 
my team, in myself and in my 

game.”
The 31-year-old worked his 

way into the final by dialling 
up his aggression and lock-
ing in on return to control the 
last two sets. After being gifted 
a momentum-shifting break 
early in the second set, Car-
reno Busta earned his break-
through in the third game of 
set three as he closed in on the 
milestone win. 

He sealed victory in style, 
converting on his third break 
point of the match at the Na-
tional Bank Open Presented 
by Rogers.

“I lost the first set, just one 
break, but you know when you 
play against these kinds of 
players who have a really good 

serve it’s really tough to be 
there,” he assessed. “But I just 
continued believing because I 
know that I was playing better 
and better. I tried to be aggres-
sive with my serves and I could 
make two breaks, enough to be 
a winner.”

The title is a reward for a 
stellar week for the former 
World No. 10 which included 
straight-sets upsets against 
Matteo Berrettini and Jannik 
Sinner before his final victory 
against the eighth seed. With 
six wins this week, Carreno 
Busta improved to 28-17 on 
the season as he claimed his 
first title of the season. He is 
the sixth Spaniard to win an 
ATP Tour title this year.

Simona Halep of Romania celebrates her victory over Beatriz Haddad 
Maia of Brazil following the singles final of the National Bank Open, 
part of the Hologic WTA Tour, at Sobeys Stadium in Toronto, Ontario, 
Canada, on Sunday. (Getty Images/AFP) 

Halep gets all 
A’s in return  

to Top 10

WTA

AT the start of the 2022 sea-
son, Romanian Simona Halep 
confessed she had one foot out 
the door toward retirement 
after her bad-luck campaign 
in 2021, where injuries ended 
her 373-week run in the Top 
10. But she felt reinvigor-
ated after pairing with Patrick 
Mouratoglou in the spring and 
the results, while not immedi-
ate, were strong. It was clear 
Halep was building something 
big. 

Before Toronto, Halep 
had already made the semi-
finals or better at six tourna-
ments, including Wimbledon 
last month. The stars finally 
aligned in Toronto, where she 
scored two strong back-to-
back wins against Coco Gauff 
and Jessica Pegula to make 
her second final of the season. 
Halep then used her experi-
ence to grind down Beatriz 
Haddad Maia in the final. 

The Canadian Open is now 
Halep’s most successful tour-
nament. It’s the only one she 
has won three times. She has 
now won it in both host cit-
ies, in Montreal and Toronto. 
But perhaps most meaningful 
for Halep, 30, is the boost into 
the Top 10 on Monday, nearly 
a year since she fell out. Halep 
is now firmly positioned her-
self for a qualifying run to the 
WTA Finals, rising to No.4 in 
the Porsche Race.

Haddad Maia’s run to a 
WTA 1000 final didn’t come 
out of nowhere. She was argu-

ably the most successful player 
during the grass-court season, 
winning her first two WTA ti-
tles in back-to-back fashion, in 
Nottingham and Birmingham, 
and following it up with a run 
to the Eastbourne semifinals. 
Since the start of June, only 
Caroline Garcia has won more 
matches than she has. 

But it was the way Haddad 
Maia asserted herself in To-
ronto that inspired belief the 
26-year-old Brazilian is here 
to stay. En route to the biggest 
final of her career, Haddad 
Maia defeated French Open 
semifinalist Martina Tre-
visan, US Open finalist Ley-
lah Fernandez, World No.1 
Iga Swiatek, reigning Olympic 
champion Belinda Bencic and 
former No.1 Karolina Pliskova.
Women Singles Top Ten: 1. Iga 
Swiatek (POL), 2. Anett Kon-
taveit (EST), 3. Maria Sakkari 
(GRE), 4. Paula Badosa (ESP), 
5. Ons Jabeur (TUN), 6. Si-
mona Halep (ROM), 7. Aryna 
Sabalenka (BLR), 8. Jessica 
Pegula (USA), 9. Garbine Mugu-
ruza (ESP), 10. Daria Kasatkina 
(RUS).

Notable Numbers
185: Wins for Simona Halep at 
the WTA 1000 level, the most 
by active players on tour. 
18: Number of WTA 1000 finals 
Halep has contested, tying her 
with Serena Williams for the 
most on tour.
38: Match-wins for Halep in 
2022, the second most on tour. 
Only No.1 Iga Swiatek has tal-
lied more (48).

Simona Halep returns to the Top 10 this week after cap-
turing the Toronto title, her second title of the season. 
With titles in 2016 and 2018, it is the first time Halep 

won three championships at the same tournament

Murray makes British Davis Cup 
squad as Draper misses out

(PA MEDIA/DPA)
LONDON

ANDY Murray has been in-
cluded in Britain’s Davis Cup 
team for the group stage of the 
competition in Glasgow next 
month but there is no place yet 
for rising star Jack Draper.

Murray joins Cameron 
Norrie, Dan Evans and world 
doubles number one Joe 
Salisbury in the line-up for 
Britain’s matches against the 
United States, Kazakhstan and 
the Netherlands at Glasgow’s 
Emirates Arena.

Twenty-year-old Draper 
has surged from outside the 
top 250 to 55 in the rankings 
this season but Murray, who is 
eight places higher, was given 
the nod on Monday to provide 
singles competition to Wim-
bledon semi-finalist Norrie 
and 23rd ranked Evans.

A fifth player will be added 
later, giving Draper further 
chance to stake his claim along 
with doubles specialist Neal 
Skupski, who won his sixth 
title of the season with Dutch 
partner Wesley Koolhof in 
Montreal on Sunday.

Murray will play in the 
competition for the first time 
since 2019 having missed the 
most recent edition last No-
vember, when Britain lost to 
Germany in the quarter-finals.

He is guaranteed a hero’s 
welcome at home, with Britain 
playing their matches on Sep-
tember 14, 16 and 18.

“It’s always special play-

ing in a Davis Cup tie in front 
of a home crowd,” said the 
35-year-old. 

“Some of the best mo-
ments of my career have come 
representing my country in 
the Davis Cup so to be a part 
of the team again means a lot.

“Obviously it’s exciting 

that the competition is return-
ing to Glasgow. 

“We’ve had some brilliant 
results there in the past and 
this is another chance for us 
to create even more history. 
We’ve got a strong team and 
we’ll be giving everything we 
can to get the win for the fans 

and book our place in the fi-
nals.” 

The latest incarnation of 
the historic competition sees 
four cities hosting groups of 
four teams each, with the top 
two in each pool progressing 
to a last-eight shoot-out in 
Malaga in November.

Andy Murray of Great Britain is introduced before his match against Stan Wawrinka of Switzerland during the 
Western & Southern Open at the Lindner Family Tennis Center in Mason, Ohio, on Monday. (Getty Images/AFP) 

Vandeweghe 
defeats Pera  

to clinch  
Concord 125 

crown
ANI

CONCORD (MASSACHUSETTS) 

WILDCARD CoCo Van-
deweghe ended No.2 seed Ber-
narda Pera’s 16-match win-
ning streak in the final of the 
Thoreau Tennis Open to cap-
ture the WTA 125 title.

Vandeweghe produced a 
stunning performance to de-
feat Pera 6-3, 5-7, 6-4. Van-
deweghe landed 12 aces in 
total and was not broken until 
the penultimate game of the 
second set. In the decider, Pera 
twice got back on serve from 
a breakdown, only for Van-
deweghe to inch ahead again.

Vandeweghe clinched the 
title with a break, grasping her 
first championship point with 
a hefty backhand return that 
drew the error from Pera.

Vandeweghe came into 
Concord ranked No.192, with 
her best win in 2022 being a 
quarterfinal run in Charleston.

Her title run also featured 
a victory over No.1 seed Clara 
Tauson 7-5, 3-6, 6-4 in the quar-
terfinals, and a fellow former 
Top 20 player in Wang Qiang 
6-4, 6-3 in the semi-finals.

Nadal, Alcaraz to play in  
US Open charity event

The USTA has announced “The 
Tennis Plays for Peace Exhibi-
tion”, an event to be held on 
Ukraine Independence Day, 24 
August, to benefit the people of 
Ukraine under the Tennis Plays 
for Peace programme.
Stars participating in the event 
include Rafael Nadal, Carlos 
Alcaraz, Felix Auger-Aliassime, 
Taylor Fritz, Matteo Berrettini, 
John McEnroe, Coco Gauff, 
Leylah Fernandez, Iga Swiatek, 
Jessica Pegula and Victoria 
Azarenka. They will play a series 
of singles and mixed doubles 
matches inside Louis Armstrong 
Stadium from 7 to 9 p.m.
Tennis Plays for Peace, which 
is comprised of tennis’ govern-
ing bodies and the Grand Slam 
events, has raised more than 
$1 million in humanitarian aid 
and the USTA expects to raise 
at least $2 million more during 
the US Open.
“The US Open is a stage that 
attracts millions of passionate 
fans, and it is incumbent upon 
us to help guide this passion 
to help those who desperately 
need it,” said USTA Chairman of 

the Board and President Mike 
McNulty. “This is a vitally im-
portant cause, and I’m proud of 
the way in which our sport has 
rallied together to lend a much-
needed hand to our friends in 
Ukraine. I’m likewise proud that 
we are able to use the global 
platform of the US Open to 
enhance the giving effort, and I 
urge everyone to do all they can 
to help us show the people of 
Ukraine that we stand with them 
in their time of need.”
Tickets for “The Tennis Plays 
for Peace Exhibition”, which are 
on sale online with all proceeds 
going to GlobalGiving, the inter-
national non-profit identified by 
Tennis Plays for Peace. 
The event will be hosted by 
ESPN’s Patrick McEnroe, and 
ESPN will make The Tennis 
Plays for Peace Exhibition avail-
able on ESPN+. The official 
domestic broadcaster of the 
US Open also will provide the 
program to the US Open’s world 
feed, and the event will stream 
on USOpen.org.
The main draw of the US Open 
begins on 29 August. (ATP)


