
TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

SCHOOLS and kindergar-
tens across Qatar will reopen 
on Tuesday as hundreds of 
thousands of children are set 
to return to their classrooms, 
most of them to start a new 
academic year.

Although the threat of 
COVID-19 resurgence has 
been significantly lowered, 
some form of precautions is 
still in place. Students, teach-
ers and other employees are 
required to turn up with a 
negative rapid antigen test, 
taken at least 48 hours ago. 
While the staff members re-
quire a green-colour code on 
COVID-19 contact-tracing 
app Ehteraz to gain entry, eve-
ryone on campus are expected 
to wear masks.

“My daughter is thrilled 
to go back to school after the 
two-month summer vacation. 
She is really looking forward 
to meeting her friends and 
teachers,” said Indian expatri-
ate Hanan M Ali. Her daugh-

ter Amreen is set to resume 
her Grade Two classes at an 
Indian school, many of which 
began their academic year in 
April.

“For students, perhaps the 
biggest draw of going back 
to the school this year would 
be the reopening of the can-
teens,” Hanan added. 

The Ministry of Educa-
tion and Higher Education 
launched a “Back To School” 

campaign three days ago un-
der the slogan “With Educa-
tion, We Build Qatar”. 

The campaign, which will 
go on until August 20, targets 
all kindergarten and primary 
school students and includes 
a range of various education-
al, artistic, entertainment and 
electronic events, in addition 
to showing awareness films 
containing general tips and 
guidelines in schools, guide-
lines for riding the school 
bus safely, and adherence to 
sitting instructions and eti-
quette.

The “Back to School” cam-
paign is one of the most im-
portant events organized by 
the Ministry of Education and 
Higher Education for school 
students, their parents, and 
relatives, and aims to renew 
communication between the 
student and their school and 
prepare them psychologi-
cally and mentally to return 
to school in a positive way, 
bringing them joy and pleas-
ure during their journey to-
wards knowledge.

VIETNAMESE PM MEETS WITH QATAR’S FM

Six more years in 
jail for Myanmar’s  
Aung Suu Kyi (PG 5 )

Lusail Stadium gets 
5-star sustainability 
rating (PG 13)

Minister unveils 4-pronged strategy 
to develop education in Qatar

QNA
DOHA

MINISTER of Education and Higher Edu-
cation HE Buthaina bint Ali Al Jabr Al Nu-
aimi unveiled a four-pronged strategy to 
develop the educational system in Qatar on 
Monday. It will be implemented over the 
next eight years as part of the Qatar Vision 
2030. She also announced four initiatives 
for the academic year 2022-2023, based on 
the four axes.

The first axis is to nurture students who 
aspire to be lifelong science students, the sec-
ond is develop teachers as role models, the 
third is to turn schools into beacons of edu-

cational excellence and the fourth is to create 
centres that spur innovations and enhance 
capabilities.     

In her speech at the first educational meet-
ing organized by the Ministry on Monday, the 
minister shed light into the new initiatives — 
“Good Start”, “My School is My Community”, 
“Towards Excellence” and “School Change 
Leaders”.

The minister reiterated that these initia-
tives were designed under the leadership of 
experts and specialists in the ministry, and 
with the participation of representatives from 
the field, including teachers, school principals 
and students. She congratulated everyone on 
the start of the new academic year.

PRIME Minister of Viet-
nam Pham Minh Chinh 
on Monday met with 
Qatar’s Deputy Prime 
Minister and Minister 
of Foreign Affairs HE 
Sheikh Mohammed bin 
Abdulrahman Al Thani, 
who is currently visiting 
Vietnam as part of an 
Asia tour.

During the meeting, 
they reviewed bilateral 
cooperation, especially 
in the fields of invest-
ment, economy, agri-
culture and tourism, in 
addition to a number 
of issues of common 
interest.

Sheikh Mohammed 
began his Asia tour 
on Tuesday. He visited 
Singapore and Malaysia 
before Vietnam and is 
slated to visit Korea 
before concluding the 
tour.

Precautions
● Students, teachers and 
other employees are 
required to turn up with a 
negative rapid antigen test, 
taken at least 48 hours ago

● Staff members require a 
green-colour code on 
COVID-19 contact-tracing 
app Ehteraz to gain entry

● Everyone on campus are 
expected to wear masks.

Happy Tuesday! 
Schools all set 
to reopen today
Some COVID-19 precautions still in place as pupils return to classes
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BEIN Media Group and 
its flagship channel beIN 
SPORTS, the official broad-
caster of the FIFA World Cup 
Qatar 2022 across the Mid-
dle East and North Africa 
(MENA), has partnered with 
Twitter to share bespoke con-

tent throughout the world’s 
biggest football event, which 
kicks off in Qatar on Novem-
ber 20.

beIN SPORTS will be 
sharing content for region-
al audiences across Twit-
ter, highlighting the biggest 
moments throughout the 
tournament and providing 
brands and marketers with 

association opportunities via 
Twitter Amplify sponsorship. 
Each match will be highlight-
ed through content clips, one 
match recap and an in-studio 
analysis, aired through the 
beIN SPORTS official han-
dle, @beINSPORTS for a to-
tal of 320 videos.

“Football is one of the 
biggest conversations in this 
region. We’ve witnessed a 
74% spike in average month-
ly football conversations in 
comparison to the previous 
12 months. From Saudi Ara-
bia alone, we’ve seen more 
than 53 million Tweets about 

football so far this year,” said 
Kinda Ibrahim, Director – 
Global Partnerships, MEA 
and Turkey, Twitter.

“When Twitter talks 
sports, the world listens. 
From firing up fan excite-

ment to meeting fans on their 
home turf, Twitter is the best 
place to connect to the mo-
ments that get the world 
talking — right where it’s 
happening. By working with 
the region’s biggest sports 
broadcaster, we are excited 
to provide near real time 
match highlights to diehard 
fans who drive the intensity 
and build community around 
one of the most watched 
global sporting events,” con-
tinued Kinda Ibrahim.

Commentating on the 
partnership with Twitter, 
Faisal Mahmoud Al-Raisi, 

Director of Digital, beIN 
MENA, said: “As one of the 
leading official broadcasters 
of the FIFA World Cup Qatar 
2022TM in the 24-country 
MENA region, our talented 
teams will be working night-
and-day to deliver the best 
content and insight – using 
the latest cutting-edge tech-
nology, so that every fan’s 
experience is incredible. We 
are delighted to partner with 
Twitter for this historic event 
to do everything we can for 
our millions of followers 
across MENA to make mem-
ories for a lifetime.” 

Twitter partnered with 
GWI to conduct on-the-
ground research to under-
stand the overall sentiment 
in relation to the FIFA 
World Cup Qatar 2022, talk-
ing to over 12,000 people 
across 12 markets including  
MENA. 

Over 261 million people 
on Twitter follow at least 
one major football content 
contributor or speaker and 
more than 72% of people on 
Twitter find sports highlights 
clips appealing reflecting the 
value of engaging football 
content on the platform.

beIN SPORTS, Twitter join hands ahead of FIFA World Cup
 Twitter secures official content from 
every match to share with MENA-based 
fans throughout the tournament
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THE Supreme Committee 
for Delivery and Legacy (SC) 
has announced that the fans 
attending the FIFA World 
Cup Qatar 2022 using the 
Match Day Shuttle service 
can now apply for the manda-
tory Hayya Card to attend the 
matches.

The Match Day Shuttle, 
announced in May, allows fans 
who are not staying in Qatar 
to fly to the country, watch a 

game of their choice and re-
turn to their point of origin 
within 24 hours. The services 
are being offered by Qatar Air-
ways and a host of carriers in 
the region, including Saudia, 
flydubai, Air Arabia, Kuwait 
Airways and Oman Air.

The Match Day Hayya 

Card will provide its holders 
a number of benefits, includ-
ing entry to the State of Qatar, 
entry to stadiums (with a valid 
match ticket) and access to 
free public transport.

The Hayya Card website 
and mobile app can now ac-
cept applications from fans 

using Match Day Shuttle ser-
vices. Fans will simply need to 
provide their travel details in 
order to receive their Hayya 
Card.

Submitting applications 
for the Hayya card is manda-
tory for all fans who hold tick-
ets for the 2022 World Cup 
matches, including fans who 
are residents of Qatar.

Ticket sales closes today
The current round of 

World Cup ticket sales is set 
to close on Tuesday. FIFA 
hasn’t released any recent 
sales figure but said it sold 
more than 1.2 million tickets 
as of June 29, after the first 
round of sales. The second 
round of sales started on July 
5, on a first-come first-serve 
basis.

Daytrip WC fans can apply for Hayya Card

Our objective is to prepare referees  
to use tech only as a support: Collina 
FIFA has held three seminars 
to prepare 36 referees, 69 
assistant referees and 24 
video match officials chosen to 
officiate at the upcoming FIFA 
World Cup Qatar 2022. 

 “Our objective is to 
prepare the referee as best as 

possible to avoid using tech-
nology, but technology is there 
to reduce the possibility of 
human mistake that can affect 
the outcome of a match,” said 
Chairman of the FIFA Referees 
Committee Pierluigi Collina. 
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Fans in the Gulf 
can travel to Qatar, 
attend games and 
return within 24 hrs

TUESDAY
AUGUST 16, 2022
MUHARRAM 18, 1444

VOL.15  NO. 5650    QR 2

Fajr: 3:46 am   Dhuhr:  11:38 am
Asr:  3:07 pm    Maghrib: 6:10 pm 
Isha:  7:40 pm

SLIGHT RAIN

HIGH : 42°C
LOW : 32°C

World 7
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Qatar’s gold-winning handball team 
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Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign Affairs HE Sheikh Mohammed bin Abdulrahman Al Thani 
met with Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Socialist Republic of Vietnam Bui Thanh Son in Vietnam on 
Monday. During the meeting, they reviewed bilateral relations between the two countries, especially in 
the fields of investment, economy and agriculture, in addition to a number of regional and international 
issues of common interest. After the meeting, an agreement was signed on the exemption of holders 
of diplomatic and special passports from entry visa. (QNA)

FM, VIETNAM COUNTERPART DISCUSS TIES

Amir congratulates Indian president 
THE Amir His Highness Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani sent on 
Monday a cable of congratulations to President of India Droupadi 
Murmu on her country’s Independence Day. (QNA)

Amir congratulates president of Korea
THE Amir His Highness Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani sent on 
Monday a cable of congratulations to President of Korea Yoon Suk-
yeol on his country’s Liberation Day. (QNA)

Amir sends greetings to president of Congo
THE Amir His Highness Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani sent on 
Monday a cable of congratulations to President of Congo (Brazza-
ville) Denis Sassou Nguesso on his country’s National Day. (QNA)

Amir congratulates Prince of Liechtenstein
THE Amir His Highness Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani sent on 
Monday a cable of congratulations to Prince of the Principality of 
Liechtenstein Hans-Adam II on his country’s National Day. (QNA)

Deputy Amir congratulates Indian president
THE Deputy Amir His Highness Sheikh Abdullah bin Hamad Al 
Thani sent on Monday a cable of congratulations to President of 
India Droupadi Murmu on her country’s Independence Day. (QNA)

Deputy Amir sends greetings to president 
of Korea
THE Deputy Amir His Highness Sheikh Abdullah bin Hamad Al 
Thani sent on Monday a cable of congratulations to President of 
Korea Yoon Suk-yeol on his country’s Liberation Day. (QNA)

Deputy Amir congratulates president of 
Congo
THE Deputy Amir His Highness Sheikh Abdullah bin Hamad Al 
Thani sent on Monday a cable of congratulations to President 
of Congo (Brazzaville) Denis Sassou Nguesso on his country’s 
National Day. (QNA)

Deputy Amir congratulates Prince of 
Liechtenstein
THE Deputy Amir His Highness Sheikh Abdullah bin Hamad Al 
Thani sent on Monday a cable of congratulations to Prince of the 
Principality of Liechtenstein Hans-Adam II on his country’s National 
Day. (QNA)

PM congratulates Indian counterpart
PRIME Minister and Minister of Interior HE Sheikh Khalid bin 
Khalifa bin Abdulaziz Al Thani sent on Monday a cable of congratu-
lations to Prime Minister of India Narendra Modi on his country’s 
Independence Day. (QNA)

PM sends greetings to Korean counterpart
PRIME Minister and Minister of Interior HE Sheikh Khalid bin 
Khalifa bin Abdulaziz Al Thani sent on Monday a cable of congratu-
lations to Prime Minister of Korea Han Duck-soo on his country’s 
Liberation Day. (QNA)

Prime minister congratulates Congolese 
counterpart
PRIME Minister and Minister of Interior HE Sheikh Khalid bin 
Khalifa bin Abdulaziz Al Thani sent on Monday a cable of congratu-
lations to Prime Minister of Congo (Brazzaville) Anatole Collinet 
Makosso on his country’s National Day. (QNA)

PM congratulates Liechtenstein PM  
PRIME Minister and Minister of Interior HE Sheikh Khalid bin 
Khalifa bin Abdulaziz Al Thani sent on Monday a cable of congratu-
lations to Prime Minister of the Principality of Liechtenstein Dr 
Daniel Risch on his country’s National Day. (QNA)

Ministry to intensify 
its surveillance on 
radioactive materials

QNA 
DOHA

THE Ministry of Environ-
ment and Climate Change 
has announced plans to in-
tensify surveillance on ra-
dioactive materials and the 
devices utilised in all peace-
ful fields of nuclear energy 
in medicine, agriculture, re-
search and others, in addi-
tion to promoting the field of 
nuclear energy.

The Ministry of Envi-
ronment, represented by 
the Radiation and Chemical 
Protection Department, con-
ducted a training programme 
for a broad range of staff 
members who have been 
recruited recently within its 

concerted efforts to enhanc-
ing surveillance on the ra-
diological activities in Qatar, 
including the issuance of the 
essential clearances after car-
rying out inspection, vetting 
and investigation in accord-
ance with Law No 31 of 2002 
on radiation protection.

In addition, the Minis-
try of Environment has con-
ducted multiple workshops, 
training sessions and semi-
nars with respect to radioac-
tive and nuclear safety that 
are related to radiological 
applications and the peaceful 
uses of nuclear energy, which 
are intended to enhance 
surveillance of radiological 
applications in the State of 
Qatar.

MoI & QRCS boost cooperation 
in rehabilitation, in-prison care

QNA 
DOHA

THE Ministry of Interior (MoI), 
represented by the Penal & Cor-
rectional Institutions Depart-
ment (PCID), on Monday signed 
an agreement with Qatar Red 
Crescent Society (QRCS) to boost 
cooperation in in-prison care and 
rehabilitation programmes.

The agreement was signed by 
PCID Manager Brigadier-Gener-
al Mohamed Saud Al Otaibi and 
QRCS Secretary-General Ambas-
sador Ali bin Hassan Al Ham-
madi.

Under the agreement, in-
mates will be provided with need-
ed training and rehabilitation as 
well as an exchange of experi-
ences in humanitarian, scientific 
and technical fields. They will 
also attend workshops, activities 
and outside events. On the side-
lines of the signing ceremony, 
a digital manufacturing labora-
tory was inaugurated to train in-
mates. The lab was implemented 
and adopted by the Qatar Scien-
tific Club with the support of the 
QRCS.

Brigadier-General Otaibi 
hailed the great efforts exerted by 
the Ministry of Interior and the 
the Qatar Red Crescent Society 
that led to the aspired outcomes 
during the previous partnership.

He added that the previous 
partnership programme allowed 
training courses for several in-
mates to supply them with need-

ed experiences and qualifications 
to get a relevant job after being 
released and enable them to par-
ticipate in the country’s develop-
ment as good individuals, which 
had a positive impact on their 
behaviours. 

He added that the renewal 
of this agreement confirms the 
continuation of the partnership 
with QRCS.

Otaibi stressed the impor-
tance of cooperation between 
state institutions and civil society 
institutions interested in social 
work, in a way that serves the 
various segments of society, ex-
pressing his gratefulness for the 
Qatar Scientific Club, Qatar De-
velopment Bank and other enti-
ties that support the aftercare 
programme.

For his part, Hammadi 

stressed the benefits male and 
female inmates got through 
courses on skills development 
and health education, and the 
aftercare programme in the field 

of vocational rehabilitation.
Hammadi pointed out that 

these courses encourage inmates 
to start a new life full of hope, 
work and ambition, as they al-

low them to have a source of live-
lihood, stressing the keenness to 
constantly develop the project’s 
programmes to be in line with 
the nature and requirements of 
the labour market.

Executive Director of the 
Qatar Scientific Club Rashid Al 
Rahimi said that the digital lab 
is ready to provide courses and 
workshops for inmates. 

He pointed out that t he lab, 
which was completed according 
to the highest standards, accom-
modates about 16 trainees at one 
patch.

The trainees are given cer-
tificates for passing the courses, 
and upon completion of the 
entire training programme, a 
certified certificate in digital fab-
rication will be presented by the 
Qatar Science Club.

QRCS supplies life-saving medical aid to 
Gaza hospitals’ emergency departments
QATAR Red Crescent Society (QRCS) on Mon-
day announced the continuation of its efforts to 
support the health sector in the Gaza strip, where 
seven hospitals of the Palestinian Ministry of 
Health benefited from aid that included medical 
consumables within the project of the surgical 
operations for the poor patients supported and 
implemented by QRCS in partnership with the 
Palestinian Ministry of Health to save the lives of 
a number of injured people during the recent ag-
gression on the strip.

Emergency and Disaster Medicine Consult-
ant at the Palestinian Ministry of Health Dr Mo-
hammed Al Attar said that supplying medical 
consumables by QRCS to handle the cases at the 
emergency sections of hospitals had supported 
offset the deficiency of some vital medical sup-
plies, including bougie and glucose test strips, in 
addition to capitalising on the Quicktrach tool for 
the first time in Gaza hospitals which performs an 
emergency airway puncture (Cricothyrotomy), 
used by the medical staff during the recent aggres-

sion to swiftly rescue a number of critical injuries.
He pointed out that QRCS had already sup-

ported the training of at least 60 physicians and 
the supporting medical practitioners operating in 
medicine and emergency services to further en-
hance their capabilities to operate during crisis 
times and subsequently determine the priorities, 
which had a positive impact during the aggression 
on Gaza through responding swiftly to the emer-
gency cases. (QNA)

QCS, Suhail Industrial Holding Group join
hands to raise awareness of blood cancer

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

SUHAIL Industrial Holding 
Group, as part of its longstand-
ing partnership with Qatar 
Cancer Society (QCS), partici-
pated in several initiatives on 
the Blood Cancer Awareness 
Month.

The Blood Cancer Aware-
ness Month aims to raise com-
munity awareness of blood 
cancers and disorders, and the 
incredible second chance at life 
that blood stem-cell donors give 
those in need.

On August 15, the QCS was 
thrilled to provide a presenta-
tion and workshop at Suhail In-
dustrial Holding Group, raising 

health awareness about blood 
cancer. Participating members 
of the Suhail Industrial Holding 
group gathered at their Mush-
ereib Headquarters to learn 
about this valuable tailored and 
practical information for em-
ployees.

The QCS hosted an inter-
active cancer awareness work-
shop that focused on how to live 
healthier lives and the impor-
tance of spotting cancer early. 
Empowering employees within 
the group to take positive action 
for their health, raising aware-

ness of how they can reduce 
their risk of cancer, and the 
importance of spotting cancer 
early, the workshop was warmly 
welcomed by Suhail’s staff and 
leadership alike. 

Ziya Essa, CEO of Suhail 
Industrial Holding Group, ex-
plained, “We are thrilled to have 
a longstanding partnership with 
the Qatar Cancer Society. This 
blood cancer awareness work-
shop is just one out of hundreds 
of the vast community initia-
tives that the society provides 
to the people of Qatar. Suhail’s 
leadership is honoured to be 
able to help make the signifi-
cant, valuable and important 
work of Qatar Cancer Society 
possible!”

PCID Manager Brigadier-General Mohamed Saud Al Otaibi and QRCS 
Secretary-General Ambassador Ali bin Hassan Al Hammadi sign the 
agreement.

Quick read
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Secretary-General of the Min-
istry of Foreign Affairs (MoFA) 
HE Dr Ahmed bin Hassan Al 
Hammadi met with Ambas-
sador of Sudan to Qatar 
HE Ahmed Abdel-Rahman 
Mohamed Hassan Siwar Al 
Dahab on Monday. During 
the meeting, they reviewed 
bilateral cooperation between 
the two countries. (QNA)

MOFA SECRETARY-GENERAL MEETS SUDAN’S ENVOY

talabat & Qatar Post 
to deliver groceries
in refrigerated vans
TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK

DOHA

TALABAT, the region’s leading 
local tech platform, delivering 
food and q-commerce solutions, 
has announced its partnership 
with Qatar Post to use refriger-
ated vans to deliver groceries 
across Doha in peak hours dur-
ing the summer season.

Following Qatar’s Ministry 
of Labour’s decision on food 
delivery service providers to 
stop deliveries by motorcycle 
from 10am to 3:30pm, from 
July 1 until September 15, 
2022, talabat launched this 
new service which will ben-
efit both riders and custom-
ers. Riders using the talabat 
app will deliver in refrigerated 
vans orders from talabat mart 
as well as orders placed from 
other grocery stores listed on 
the application.

Hamad Al Fahida, act-
ing general manager of Qatar 
Post, said: “As the nation’s 
postal service provider, Qatar 

Post has been going through 
a major transformation of its 
products and services over 
the past few years, reaping 
extraordinary results for our 
customers. Having moved 
into the groceries home de-
livery space some four years 
ago already and having grown 
exponentially after acquiring 
some major hypermarkets 
as clients operating in Qatar, 
this latest collaboration with 
talabat in Qatar aims at guar-
anteeing consumers’ conveni-
ence during the current hot 
season. The service also comes 

as a wonderful addition to our 
portfolio of high-value clients, 
testament of Qatar Post’s ex-
perience and excellent levels 
of service.”

Commenting on the an-
nouncement, Francisco Miguel 
de Sousa, managing director 
at talabat in Qatar, said: “We 
are thrilled to launch this new 
service during the summer to 
continue to better serve our 
customers. This comes as part 
of our continuous efforts to 
protect riders’ safety and well-
being, and aims to provide cus-
tomers using the talabat appli-
cation with a great experience 
in Qatar and across the region. 
We look forward to the posi-
tive impact this new service will 
have. We also want to thank 
Qatar Post for their trust and 
this fruitful collaboration which 
helped make this a reality.”

Customers can down-
load the talabat application 
through the iOS App Store, 
Google Playstore and Huawei 
App Gallery.

CMU-Q’s new research project uses AI to
optimise greenhouse operations in Qatar

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

A NEW research project will be 
launched by Carnegie Mellon 
University in Qatar (CMU-Q), a 
Qatar Foundation (QF) partner 
university, to optimise the oper-
ations of greenhouses in Qatar. 
The Qatar National Research 
Fund is funding the project 
through the National Priorities 
Research Program (QNRF).

Gianni Di Caro, the lead 
principal investigator, is an as-
sociate teaching professor of 
computer science at CMU-Q. 
Di Caro, an expert in artificial 
intelligence (AI) and robotics, 
will use machine learning (ML) 
to coordinate a fleet of mobile 
robots to collect visual data 
from Qatar greenhouse plants 
autonomously. The team will 
also use AI and machine learn-
ing to create predictive models 
of the crop’s development sta-
tus, quality, health, and expect-
ed yield.

Di Caro said, “This research 
will empower the management 
of greenhouses with advanced 

tools so they precisely know 
what’s going on and what will 
happen in crop’s development.”

The robots will be equipped 
with RGB and multi-spectral 
cameras that will continuously 
monitor each plant and even 
each individual fruit.

 “By processing this visual 
data using AI, we can detect 
the presence of disease or pests, 
monitor plant development, 
and eventually optimize the 
conditions for growth and har-
vesting,” said Di Caro.

 The project will face sev-
eral challenges, including pro-

gramming the robots to look 
around leaves or other occlu-
sions in order to photograph 
the fruit on the plant, detect-
ing and counting the fruits, and 
developing predictive models 
for crop development. In addi-
tion, the system will generate 
a large amount of visual data. 
Di Caro and his colleagues will 
use machine learning to detect 
visual anomalies that indicate a 
plant’s health.

For this project, CMU-Q 
will collaborate with research-
ers from three other institu-
tions: Ahmed Moustafa of Qa-

tar’s Al Sulaiteen Agricultural 
Research, Study, and Training 
Center, Klaas Dijkstra of the 
Netherlands’ NHL Stenden 
University of Applied Sciences, 
and Antonio Ferrante of Uni-
versita Degli Studi di Milano.

Di Caro hopes that this 
research will aid Qatar’s agri-
culture sector, which has seen 
rapid growth since 2017. “This 
project has a wide range of po-
tential applications, from im-
proving crop health to inform-
ing consumers about the origin 
and quality of the food they 
buy,” he said.

“We titled this project 
Greenhouse 5.0. If you think of 
4.0 technology as a big step for-
ward in innovation generation, 
this project is the step after 
that. We hope to integrate tech-
nologies, using artificial intelli-
gence and automation together 
to make a real impact toward 
Qatar’s food sustainability.”

Undergraduate programs 
at CMU-Q include biological 
sciences, business administra-
tion, computer science, and in-
formation systems.

Following Qatar’s Ministry of 
Labour’s decision on food 
delivery service providers to 
stop deliveries by motorcy-
cle from 10am to 3:30pm, 
from July 1 until September 
15, 2022, talabat launched 
this new service which will 
benefit both riders and cus-
tomersGianni Di Caro
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Indian community celebrates Independence Day with great zeal
SanthoSh Chandran

DOHA

The Indian community celebrated India’s 
75th Independence Day with patriotic zeal 
and enthusiasm at the Indian Cultural Cen-
tre (ICC) in Doha on Monday. 

Indian Ambassador to Qatar he Dr 
Deepak Mittal hoisted the tricolour Na-
tional Flag, followed by the rendition of the 
National Anthem by students from Indian 
schools.

Later, the Indian ambassador read out 
excerpts from President of India Draupadi 
Murmu’s message to the gathering  at Asho-
ka hall of ICC comprising Indian commu-
nity members, officials of the mission and 
Indians from different walks of life.  

In her speech, President Draupadi Mur-
mu said, “Our glorious Freedom Struggle 
was waged bravely across the vast territory 
of our country. Many great freedom fight-
ers did their duty and passed on the torch of 
awakening leaving little trace of their heroic 
deeds. Forgotten for long were many heroes 

and their struggles, especially among the 
peasant and tribal populations.”

Referring to the economic boom of In-
dia, the president said that a series of eco-
nomic reforms and policy initiatives have 
been preparing the ground for a long term, 
stressing that Digital India, for example, is 
creating the bedrock of a knowledge-based 

economy, and the ‘National education Poli-
cy’ is aimed at preparing the future genera-
tion for the next stage of industrial revo-
lution while also reconnecting it with the 
country’s heritage.

In his address, Ambassador Mittal 
thanked the Amir his highness Sheikh 
Tamim bin hamad Al Thani, the Father 

Amir hh Sheikh hamad bin Khalifa Al 
Thani and the Qatar government for their 
support and care.

he congratulated the Indian commu-
nity members and praised them for their 
contribution towards the New India and in 
strengthening India-Qatar relations. 

he especially mentioned the thousands 
of volunteers who prepare to involve in up-
coming Qatar FIFA World Cup.  

The envoy urged the community mem-
bers to be in tune with digital platform like 
mobile app - ‘India in Qatar’ set up by the 
Indian embassy for various consular ser-
vices for 24 hours every day.

Ambassador Mittal added that a toll free 
number in multiple Indian languages will 
also be launched shortly by the Indian em-
bassy to connect with its people. 

The event was attended by ICC Presi-
dent PN Baburajan, President of Indian 
Sports Centre (ISC) Mohan Thomas and 
representatives of different socio-cultural 
organisations, schools and prominent In-
dian community members.

MES School celebrates I-Day 
of India with patriotic fervour

tribune newS network
DOHA

The MeS Indian School cel-
ebrated the 75th Independence 
Day of India with patriotic fer-
vour on Monday at the Confer-
ence hall of the school, which 
was aesthetically decorated 
with colorful festoons and bal-
loons.

Dr Najeeb K.P, president 
officiating, MeS Governing 
Board, unfurled the Indian 
National Flag, followed by the 
singing of India’s National An-
them by the school choir.

The school students com-
prising boys and girls, ren-
dered a special patriotic song 
depicting the glory of the na-
tional movement. 

In his message, Dr Najeeb 
K.P highlighted the impor-
tance of the day and urged the 
students to remember the su-
preme sacrifices of the patriots 
and martyrs, who laid down 
their lives in the freedom strug-
gle.  

he also reminded the stu-
dents of their responsibility to 
ensure the unity and integrity 
of the country.

MeS Indian School Princi-
pal hameeda Kadar urged the 
younger generation to follow 
the ideals taught and lived by 
the freedom fighters and also 
advised the children to work 
towards liberating India from 
the strong hold of social evils 
like poverty, corruption and il-
literacy. 

A thematic programme ti-
tled ‘Azadi ka Amrith’ depicting 
the elixir of energy of India’s 
independence and inspirations 
of the warriors during the free-
dom struggle was presented by 
the students on the occasion.

Rizwa Fathima and Aish-
warya Nair, members of teach-

ing faculty, welcomed the 
gathering and proposed a vote 
of thanks respectively. Fiona 
Mary D’cruz, teacher from the 
Department of english, com-
pered the programme. 

The school’s cultural coor-
dinators choreographed and 

coordinated the event.
Members of the school gov-

erning board, the principal, key 
functionaries of the teaching 
and non-teaching staff, parents 
and students attended the In-
dependence Day celebrations 
of the school.

BPS commemorates India’s 
75th Independence Day with 
spectacular cultural program

tribune newS network
DOHA

BIRLA Public School (BPS) 
celebrated the 75th Independ-
ence Day of India with patri-
otic zeal and fervour on August 
15.

BPS Chairman Gope Sha-
hani and C V Rappai hoisted 
the Indian National Flag on 
the BPS main campus early 
morning. The proceedings of 
the cultural programme in the 
auditorium began by showcas-
ing the recorded flag-hoisting 
ceremony. 

Gope Shahani and man-
agement representative Nev-
ile Lukose were among those 
present on the occasion. On 
behalf of the school, Student 
Cultural Secretary and MC, 
Smrithi haridasan, welcomed 
the gathering.  

Academic Director-Prin-
cipal harish Sanduja, head 
of Non Academics Vinod Ku-
mar KV, vice principals, hMs, 
primary coordinator, hoDs, 
year coordinators, teachers 
and parents were part of the 
audience.  Addressing the 
audience, BPS Principal San-
duja noted that ‘Azadi ka Am-

rit Mahotsav’ celebrates the 
progress of Indian longevity, 
maximum literacy, technologi-
cal advancement, financial 
self-dependability, progress in 
nuclear energy, the biggest de-
mocracy and undoubted great-
ness in future.

BPS Chairman Gope Sa-
hani commented, “The path 
forward may be difficult but it 
is worthwhile to hold on to our 
great past and carve an inspir-
ing future for the next genera-
tion. We are not, ever, alone, 
we stand in gratitude to the 
past and responsible for the 
future.”

Activities showcasing the 
rich culture and heritage of In-
dia included rhythmic perfor-
mances of young dancers and 
singers, and patriotic speeches 
and songs by the faculty and 
students. 

Representing the stu-
dent body, head Boy Vaibhav 
Krishna and head Girl Ishita 
Somayaji inspired the gather-
ing on the special occasion, 
becoming the proud voice of 
all Birlites.

Sreeram Sabade, MC, de-
livered words of gratitude. Stu-
dent Cultural Secretaries Sm-

rithi haridasan and Sreeram 
Sabade, under the guidance of 
teachers Jino Koshy and Stan-

ley eapen, were the MCs who 
coordinated the programme 
with admirable flair.

IIS celebrates Independence Day of India
tribune newS network

DOHA

IDeAL Indian School (IIS) 
celebrated the 75th Inde-
pendence Day of India on its 
premises with great zeal and 
fervour. 

School President Dr has-
san Kunhi M.P unfurled the 

Indian National Flag at 8am 
amidst singing of the national 
anthem ‘Jana gana mana’. 

heads of sections, heads 
of departments, teaching and 
non-teaching staff, students, 
parents and well-wishers 
gathered at the school ground 
to witness the flag hoisting 
ceremony.

In his keynote address, Dr 
Kunhi said, “The Independ-
ence Day is a time to recall 
with gratitude the sacrifices of 
our freedom fighters who gave 
us a country where our dignity 
and individual freedom are 
guaranteed by an enlightened 
constitution.”

Speaking on the occasion, 

IIS Principal Shaik Shamim 
Saheb said, “As Indians, we 
should be proud of being part 
of a vibrant culture where in-
numerable differences co-ex-
ist. The nation is known by the 
people, not by the geographi-
cal boundaries.”

The ceremony was com-
pered by Tanu Madhvi.

Podar Pearl School’s Al 
Meshaf campus celebrated 
India’s Independence Day 
on August 15. The Indian 
tricolor was unfurled by the 
President and the Board 
of Directors. The National 
Anthem was performed by 
Sam Mathew. President of 
Podar Pearl School read 
the message of the Presi-
dent of India. Students, 
faculty, and administration 
and support staff attended 
the programme.

PoDAr PeArl School MArKS InDIA’S I-DAy

Ideal Indian School officials and employees celebrate Indian Inde-
pendence Day with a ceremony on the school’s Doha campus on 
Monday. Today is the first day of the new academic year for students 
at the school.
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CONDOLENCES
Qatar Assistive Technology Center (Mada)

Family
 

expands the heartfelt and deepest condolences 
to the family members 

on the sad pass of our colleague 

ANIRBAN LAHIRI 
on 11th August 2022

  

  

May Allah give fortitude to the bereaved 
family to bear this great loss

DPA
BANGKOK

A court controlled by the military junta in My-
anmar sentenced ousted leader Aung San Suu 
Kyi on Monday to six more years in prison over 
alleged corruption, according to sources famil-
iar with the proceedings.

She is facing 11 corruption charges and 18 
indictments in all. In April, she was sentenced 
to five years in jail in the first corruption case, 
where she was accused of accepting a bribe of 
$600,000 and gold from a former chief min-
ister of Yangon city. This time she was found 
guilty of misusing funds from a health and ed-
ucation foundation, which she set up in mem-
ory of her mother. Journalists and the public 
were again banned from attending the trial. 
She had previously been sentenced to six years 
in prison for the illegal possession of a walkie 
talkie and breaking coronavirus restrictions.

The 1991 Nobel Peace Prize winner could 
face a maximum of 190 years in jail if found 
guilty of all cases, including fraud allegations 
surrounding the 2020 election which interna-
tional observers say she won. The 77-year-old 
has been in solitary confinement in the capital 
Naypyidaw. Human rights activists say Suu 
Kyi’s treatment amounts to a show trial and 
the junta wants to silence her for good.

She was arrested in February last year, 
hours before the army overthrew her and the 
country’s democratically elected civilian lead-
ers, returning Myanmar to military rule. My-
anmar has been plunged into turmoil, with the 
military struggling to contain protests and an 
armed resistance. Rights groups say at least 
1,900 people have been killed and more than 
14,000 arrested since the coup.

Suu Kyi handed 
another six more 
years in prison 
for corruption

DPA
TAIPEI

FIVE US lawmakers visiting 
Taiwan met Taiwan President 
Tsai Ing-wen and other law-
makers in a show of support 
for Taiwan, amid escalated 
tensions across the Taiwan 
Strait, with Beijing holding 
a further military drill on 
Monday. Tsai told the delega-
tion that Russia’s invasion of 
Ukraine has shown that au-
thoritarian states threaten 
world order. She also said Chi-
na’s long-term military drills 
conducted near Taiwan also 
seriously undermine regional 
stability and peace.

Stressing that Taiwan and 
the US share common values of 
democracy and freedom, Tsai 
expressed Taiwan’s hope to co-
operate more closely with the 
US to jointly maintain regional 
stability, strengthen economic 
ties and build safer supply 
chains.  The delegation arrived 
on Sunday for a surprise two-
day visit, which followed a trip 
by Nancy Pelosi, the speaker of 
the US House of Representa-
tives, earlier this month.

The group included Re-
publicans and Democrats and 
is made up of Senator Ed Mar-
key and Representatives John 
Garamendi, Alan Lowenthal, 
Don Beyer and Aumua Amata 
Coleman Radewagen.

Markey called Taiwan an 
important lighthouse for de-
mocracy, human rights and 
free speech, during the meet-
ing. However, to defend such 
values, Taiwan is under threat 
every day, he said.

“We have moral obligation 

to do all we can do to prevent 
an unnecessary conflict,” Mar-
key said, according to Tai-
wan’s presidential office.

Meanwhile China said 
the People’s Liberation Army 
(PLA) conducted a joint mili-
tary patrol and drill near Tai-
wan. Chinese Eastern Theatre 
Command said in a statement 
on Monday that the move was 
taken to deter both Taiwan 
and the US as they “continue 
to play political tricks under-
mining the peace and stability 
of the Taiwan Strait.” “China 
will take resolute and strong 
measures to defend its sover-
eignty and territorial integrity. 
A handful of US politicians 
who do not think of them-
selves and try to challenge 
the one-China principle are 
doomed to fail,” Chinese For-
eign Ministry spokesperson 
Wang Wenbin said.

China’s Defence Ministry 
spokesperson Wu Qian said 

earlier that the US delega-
tion’s visit undermined Chi-
na’s sovereignty and territorial 
integrity. However, Taiwan 
legislator Lo Chih-cheng of the 
ruling Democratic Progressive 
Party (DPP) told reporters that 
the US group’s visit at such a 
sensitive time, coming shortly 
after China’s large-scale drills, 
shows that Beijing cannot pre-
vent leading political figures 
from around the world from 
visiting Taiwan.

“Their arrival also deliv-
ers an important message that 
American people are standing 
with Taiwanese people,” Lo 
said. He said issues discussed 
at a meeting with US lawmak-
ers included future Taiwan-US 
military cooperation.

“In all of these meetings, 
the delegation had an oppor-
tunity to exchange views with 
Taiwan counterparts on a wide 
range of issues of importance 
to both the United States and 

Taiwan,” the American Insti-
tute in Taiwan (AIT), which 
acts as the de facto US embas-
sy, said in a statement issued 
after the visit.

“I’m travelling to Taiwan 
with a bipartisan congres-
sional delegation to reaffirm 
US support for Taiwan and 
encourage stability and peace 
across the Taiwan Strait,” 
Markey said ahead of the trip 
on Twitter. China also put 
greater pressure on Taiwan, in 
military and economic terms, 
after Pelosi’s 19-hour visit to 
Taipei on August 2-3, holding 
large-scale military exercises 
around the self-governing is-
land that were extended be-
yond their initial scope.

Taiwan has had an inde-
pendent government since 
1949, but China considers the 
island part of its territory. Bei-
jing rejects official contacts 
between other countries and 
Taipei.

Angry China holds  new 
drill as Taiwan leader 
meets US lawmakers 

Taiwan President Tsai Ing-wen (centre) poses with US delegation at the Presidential Office in Taipei. (AFP)

AGENCIES
WASHINGTON

EXTENDING wishes to India 
on the occasion of its 75th In-
dependence Day, US President 
Joe Biden said the two coun-
tries are indispensable part-
ners and he is confident that 
the two largest democracies 
will stand together to defend 
rules-based order, advance a 
free and open Indo-Pacific.

“I am confident that in the 
years ahead our two democra-
cies will continue to stand to-
gether to defend rules-based 
order; foster greater peace, 
prosperity and security for 
our people, advance a free & 
open Indo-Pacific and togeth-
er address challenges we face 
around the world,” Biden said 
in a statement. 

“As people around the 
world, including nearly four 
million proud Indian-Amer-
icans, celebrate the 75th an-
niversary of India’s independ-
ence on August 15, the United 
States joins the people of In-
dia to honour its democratic 
journey, guided by Mahatma 
Gandhi’s enduring message of 
truth and nonviolence,” added 

the US President.
He further said that this 

year, India and US also cel-
ebrate the 75th anniversary of 
diplomatic relations. Calling 
India-US indispensable part-
ners, Biden further said that 
their Strategic Partnership is 
grounded in the shared com-
mitment to the rule of law and 
the promotion of human free-
dom and dignity.

“Our partnership is fur-
ther strengthened by the deep 
bonds between our people. 
The vibrant Indian-American 
community in the United 
States has made us a more 
innovative, inclusive, and 
stronger Nation,” he added.

Meanwhile, Secretary of 
State Antony Blinken also ex-
tended warm wishes to the 
people of India on the occa-
sion and called the 75 years of 
diplomatic relations “mean-
ingful”.

“On behalf of the United 
States of America, I extend our 
warmest wishes to the peo-
ple of India as they celebrate 
75 years of independence on 
August 15,” Blinken said in a 
statement.

He further said, “On this 
important day, we reflect on 
the democratic values that we 
share, and we honour the peo-
ple of India who are, together, 
building an even brighter 
future.” Blinken noted that 
their meaningful diplomatic 
relationship has completed 75 
years and its strategic partner-
ship touches everything from 
climate to trade to vibrant 
people-to-people ties.

“I am confident that, as 
two great democracies, our 
partnership will continue to 
contribute to the security and 
prosperity of our peoples and 
the global good. Happy In-
dependence Day, India!,” he 
added.

Indispensable partners, says 
US president Joe Biden on 
India’s Independence Day

US President Joe Biden
(FILE PHOTO)
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INDIAN PM’S 5 PLEDGES FOR PEOPLE  TO FULFIL IN NEXT 25 YEARS

NEW Delhi Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi on Monday called on the people of India to take 
“panch pran” (five pledges) for a developed nation and aim to fulfil the dreams of the freedom fight-
ers by the year 2047- the 100th year of India’s Independence. The Prime Minister while addressing 
the nation on the 76th Independence Day from the ramparts of the Red Fort talked about the five 
pledges the country needs to focus on for the next 25 years. “The first pran is to move forward with 
bigger resolves and resolve of developed India. The second pran is to erase all traces of servitude. 
Even if we see the smallest things of servitude, inside us or nearby us, we have to get rid of them. 
The third is to take pride in our legacy. Four is the strength of unity for our dreams of ‘Ek Bharat 
Shreshtha Bharat’. The fifth pran is the duties of citizens which include the Prime Minister and the 
Chief Ministers also. This is a big pranshakti for fulfilling the dreams of the country in the next 25 
years,” the Prime Minister said. After his arrival at the Red Fort, the PM inspected the inter-services 
and police Guard of Honour at Red Fort. (AGENCIES)

Iran set to deliver answers in N-dispute
DPA

TEHRAN

IRAN’S foreign minister Hussein 
Amirabdollahian was set to provide 
answers to mediators in negotia-
tions to revive the international nu-
clear deal. He was expected to give 
the response by midnight (1930 
GMT).

There are still three points that 
need to be clarified in the nego-
tiations, Amirabdollahian said, ac-
cording to a report Monday by the 

Iranian state news agency Irna. But 
he did not say what these points 
were. A week ago, a round of EU-
mediated talks in Vienna ended, 
and diplomats from the countries 
involved returned to their capitals.

European Union foreign policy 
chief Josep Borrell spoke of a good 
compromise and stressed that the 
text for the agreement was now 
ready. “You now have to say yes or 
no,” the diplomat said last Monday.

In a diplomatic tour de force, 
representatives from the US and 

Iran, as well as other countries, had 
been trying to reach an agreement 
that would result in the removal of 
US sanctions and the reinstatement 
of restrictions on Tehran’s nuclear 
programme.  

These were the original goals of 
the 2015 pact known as the Joint 
Comprehensive Plan of Action, 
which aimed to prevent Tehran 
from building nuclear weapons. In 
2018 the United States, under then-
President Donald Trump, decided 
to unilaterally leave the agreement.

ISLAMABAD At least 32 people have died and 25 more were 
injured during flash floods in Afghanistan’s northern province of 
Parwan, a local official told DPA on Monday. Furthermore, more 
than a hundred houses were partially or completely destroyed, 
while thousands of acres of land, livestock and roads have 
been affected, officials said. More than a hundred people are 
missing after floodwaters rushed through several valleys in the 
Sya Gird and Shinwari districts, provincial director of informa-
tion and culture department Shamsulhaq Sediqi told DPA. 
Other provinces have also been affected by the disastrous 
flooding. (DPA)

Flash floods kill at least 32 people in 
northern Afghanistan province

TEL Aviv/Ramallah A Palestinian man was shot dead during 
an Israeli raid in East Jerusalem after he tried to stab border 
officers, police said on Monday. The Israeli security forces 
were searching for illegal weapons in the Arab neighbourhood 
of Kafr Akab, the statement said. The 21-year-old was shot in 
the head at close range, according to Palestinian sources. The 
incident comes a day after at least eight people were injured, 
two of them seriously, in shooting incidents near Jerusalem’s 
Western Wall. The suspect, a Palestinian, was arrested after 
turning himself in several hours after the attacks, according to 
police. (DPA)

Palestinian man shot dead in East 
Jerusalem after stabbing incident

News 
in brief

DAMASCUS Syrian media reported on Sunday that three 
soldiers were killed and three others injured in an air strike, 
blaming the attack on Israeli forces. Targets near the capital 
Damascus were hit by Israeli missiles, the Syrian state news 
agency Sana reported. At the same time, the Tartus region was 
attacked from the Mediterranean Sea. The Israeli army did not 
comment on the reports. Israel’s air force regularly bombs tar-
gets in neighbouring Syria, parts of which are still in the throes 
of a civil war. Israel’s strategic aim is to prevent its arch-enemy 
Iran and its allied militias from expanding their influence. (DPA)

Three soldiers killed in air strike near 
Damascus, say Syrian media reports 



By Doyle McManus

O
ne year ago, as President 
Joe Biden was withdraw-
ing the last American troops 
from Afghanistan, the Taliban 
swept into Kabul and abruptly 

brought a 20-year, $2.3 trillion U.S. 
war to an ignominious end.

It was Biden’s worst foreign policy 
failure, and prompted warnings that 
more catastrophes would follow: not 
only the tragedy of Taliban rule over 
38 million Afghans, but a resurgence 
of international terrorism and a col-
lapse of U.S. influence around the 
world.

“It is hard to overstate the dam-
age to U.S. credibility wreaked by this 
fiasco,” wrote Kori Schake of the con-
servative American enterprise Insti-
tute. “The disastrous withdrawal will 
make it harder for Washington to put 
together [international] coalitions in 
the future.”

“Biden broke nATO,” the Wall 
Street Journal editorial page pro-
nounced.

“The terrorism risk to the United 
States is going to get dramatically 
worse,” predicted nathan Sales, the 
State Department’s counter-terror-
ism chief under President Donald 
Trump.

Most of those worst-case forecasts 
haven’t come true.

Yes, Taliban rule in Afghanistan 
has been violent, repressive and 
chaotic — an economic and human 
catastrophe for Afghans, especially 
women. That isn’t a surprise.

Beyond the country’s borders, 
though, the consequences of Amer-
ica’s failure have been more limited.

Terrorism? Contrary to pessi-
mists’ fears, the Afghan-based core of 
al-Qaida hasn’t succeeded in rebuild-
ing.

A U.S. drone strike killed al-
Qaida leader Ayman Zawahiri on 
his Kabul balcony last month. That 
served as proof that the Taliban — 
or at least one faction, the Haqqani 
clan — was harboring the group. But 
it also showed that the United States 
can conduct counterterrorism opera-
tions in Afghanistan despite having 
far fewer intelligence assets on the 
ground.

Al-Qaida has loomed large to 
Americans since its Sept. 11, 2001, 
attack on new York and the Penta-
gon. But the group hasn’t pulled off 
a major transnational plot since July 
2005, when it detonated four suicide 
bombs in London’s transit system. In 

2020, a Saudi Air Force cadet influ-
enced by al-Qaida killed three Ameri-
can sailors in Florida, but it isn’t clear 
whether the organization directed the 
attack.

“Al-Qaida still has grand aspi-
rations, but its core is actually very 
weak,” Daniel L. Byman, a terrorism 
scholar at Georgetown University, 
told me recently.

The organization can’t be counted 
out forever, he warned, and might be 
able to launch major attacks again 
someday. But they’re not at that stage 
yet.

As for broader damage to U.S. 
credibility, reports of our demise ap-
pear to have been exaggerated.

Amid the chaos in Kabul last year, 
Biden defended his withdrawal from 
Afghanistan as a way to extricate the 
United States from a war it had long 
been losing and concentrate on bigger 
problems: China and Russia.

“My dad used to have an expres-
sion: If everything is equally impor-
tant to you, nothing is important to 
you,” the president said then. “We 
should be focusing on where the 
threat is the greatest.”

To Biden’s credit, he followed 
through, building international coali-

tions to counter China’s growing pow-
er (the oddly named AUKUS military 
alliance with Britain and Australia 
and the ostensibly nonmilitary Quad 
with Japan, India and Australia), and 
so expansively assuring Taiwan that 
the United States would come to its 
aid that State Department officials 
tried to tone down his remarks.

He also worked to assure nATO 
allies that the withdrawal from Af-
ghanistan, where more than 50 other 
countries also sent troops, would not 
weaken the U.S. commitment to eu-
rope.

Those relationships were test-
ed within months, when Russia’s 
Vladimir Putin threatened to invade 
Ukraine. Biden and his aides took a 
leading role in organizing an allied 
response, including warnings that 
Western countries would impose 
joint economic sanctions on Russia if 
Putin launched an invasion.

To Putin’s apparent surprise, the 
nATO allies were serious.

even more surprisingly, the 
outbreak of war in eastern europe 
prompted Sweden and Finland to 
abandon their long-held status as 
neutral countries and apply hurriedly 
for membership in the U.S.-led alli-

ance.
If Biden’s decision to withdraw 

from Afghanistan “broke nATO,” the 
organization didn’t stay broken for 
long.

none of those well-executed for-
eign policy decisions erases the failure 
of the long U.S. effort in Afghanistan 
or the short-term debacle of its final 
days. none spares Afghans from the 
consequences of the country’s eco-
nomic collapse or protect the coun-
try’s women from repression.

nor do they diminish the violence 
and instability created by regional 
terrorism, including in Pakistan, Af-
ghanistan’s nuclear-armed neighbor, 
where the Taliban victory appears 
to have emboldened homegrown ex-
tremists.

But those effects, lamentable 
though they be, are local, not global.

In that sense, the fall of Kabul in 
2021 looks broadly similar to the fall 
of Saigon in 1975: a stinging defeat for 
the United States, but one whose con-
sequences beyond the immediate re-
gion have been surprisingly modest.

And a year later, Biden’s deci-
sion to withdraw, however disas-
trous appeared at the time, looks 
more defensible.

Opinion
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Kabul’s Fall was a Debacle, but 
Long-Term Impact Hasn’t Been 

as Catastrophic as Feared
If Biden’s decision to withdraw from Afghanistan “broke NATO,”  

the organization didn’t stay broken for long
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What Killed Tonnes of Fish in European River? Mystery Deepens

L
ABORATORY tests follow-
ing a mass die-off of fish in 
the Oder River detected high 
levels of salinity but no mer-
cury poisoning its waters, 

Poland’s environment minister 
said Saturday as the mystery con-
tinued as to what killed tons of fish 
in Central europe.

Anna Moskwa, the minister 
of climate and environment, said 
analyses of river samples taken 
in both Poland and Germany re-
vealed elevated salt levels. Com-
prehensive toxicology studies are 
still underway in Poland, she said.

She said Poland’s state veteri-
nary authority tested seven spe-
cies of the dead fish and ruled out 
mercury as the cause of the die-off 
but was still waiting for results of 
other substances. She said test re-
sults from Germany had also not 
shown a high presence of mercury.

The Oder River runs from 
Czechia to the border between Po-
land and Germany before flowing 
into the Baltic Sea. Some German 
media had suggested that the river 
have been be poisoned with mer-
cury.

Polish Prime Minister Mateusz 
Morawiecki said Friday that “huge 
amounts of chemical waste” were 
probably dumped intentionally 
into his country’s second-longest 
river, causing environmental dam-
age so severe it would take years 
for the waterway to recover.

On Saturday, Morawiecki 
vowed to do everything possible 
to limit the environmental devas-
tation. Poland’s interior minister 
said a reward of 1 million zlotys 
($220,000) would be paid to any-
one who helps track down those 
responsible for polluting the river.

Authorities in the northeastern 

German state of Mecklenburg-
Western Pomerania warned peo-
ple not to fish or use water from 
the Szczecin lagoon, as the river’s 
contaminated water was expected 
to reach the estuary area on Satur-
day evening.

“The extent of the fish die-off 
is shocking. This is a blow to the 
Oder as a waterway of great eco-
logical value, from which it will 
presumably not recover for a long 
time,” said Alex Vogel, the envi-
ronment minister for Germany’s 
Brandenburg state, along which 
the river runs.

The head of Polish waters, 
Poland’s national water manage-
ment authority, said Thursday 
that 10 tons of dead fish had been 
removed from the river. Hundreds 
of volunteers were working to help 
collect dead fish along the German 
side.

German laboratories said they 
detected “atypical” levels of “salts” 
that could be linked to the die-off 
but wouldn’t fully explain them on 
their own.

Morawiecki acknowledged 
that some Polish officials were 
“sluggish” in reacting after huge 
numbers of dead fish were seen 
floating and washing ashore, and 
said two of them were dismissed.

“For me, however, the most 
important thing is to deal with this 
ecological disaster as soon as pos-
sible, because nature is our com-
mon heritage,” Morawiecki said.

His comments were echoed 
by Schwedt Mayor Annekathrin 
Hoppe, whose German town is 
located next to the Lower Oder 
Valley national Park. She called 
the contamination of the river “an 
environmental catastrophe of un-
precedented scale” for the region.

One day, when he wasn’t 
around, a couple of the 
only FBI agents who were 

friends with former President 
Donald Trump raided Attor-
ney General Merrick Garland’s 
office to produce evidence that 
he knew some of his actions 
had been unconstitutional, 
or so goes a made-up tale of 
mine. Hey, you can’t do that, 
screeched other FBI and Secret 
Service agents as they circled 
the credentialed vigilantes, 
causing one of them to reply, 
“nobody is above the law.”

Garland said as much 
about Trump when defending 
the FBI’s raid on Trump’s Mar-
a-Lago home to gather up clas-
sified records while Garland 
himself has too often acted as 
if the law doesn’t matter. In 
this case, facts are still slowly 
being uncovered, but we know 
that former presidents just 
don’t get treated like this, that 
Trump has over and over again 
been infamously and traitor-
ously assaulted by the powers 
that be, and that the shock of 
the moment seems to reside 
a lot more with the FBI than 
him.

Trump, who as president 
could declassify anything he 
wanted, is not the first presi-
dent to take presidential re-
cords home with him along 
with all kinds of personal notes 
and the like. The national Ar-
chives wanted and legally has a 
right to certain records, which 
can be important for future 
presidents and history, and 
Trump at one point returned 
a bunch of them while keeping 
others in a storage room where 
the FBI put up a lock it broke 
during the raid.

Trump’s defenders say 
more negotiations could have 
accomplished the return of 
varied reports while others 
have another thought: The FBI 
is really after evidence show-
ing Trump feloniously guilty 
of inciting the Jan. 6 riot at 
the Capitol. This conviction, 
after all, is what led to the im-
peachment of Trump after he 
was already a private citizen 
and evidence was pretty much 
nonexistent. The Jan. 6 House 
committee, convinced of his 
guilt from the beginning, it-
self remains short of evidence 
even as it proceeds with a TV 
show more nearly prosecuting 
Trump than engaged in due 
process.

Presumably, the whole 
truth about the raid will 
emerge, but what hits some 

of us is how much in tune this 
episode seems to be with the 
unjustified Mueller probe that 
pummeled the administration 
for much of its first two years: 
Get him no matter what.

As for Garland, the current 
story is not finished yet, but 
how about other matters, such 
as his refusal to enforce a law 
calling for the arrest of pro-
testers trying to intimidate a 
Supreme Court justice outside 
his private home? Their free 
speech could be otherwise ex-
ercised, especially considering 
that a self-professed assassin 
was caught near the house of 
Justice Brett Kavanaugh. Gar-
land put security guards at the 
scene, but that’s less protec-
tive.

Garland also parted with 
his duties when he sent out 
FBI agents to keep an eye on 
parents and others whose com-
plaints about school boards 
and teachers were sometimes 
voiced in threatening anger. 
Sorry, but that’s the job of state 
and local policemen with no 
need for FBI communication, 
and for good reason. It’s not 
terrorism and we don’t want a 
big central government polic-
ing our lives.

Interestingly, President 
Trump did send federal agents 
designated to protect fed-
eral courthouses to save one 
from being burned down by 
screeching protesters carrying 
torches in Portland, Oregon, 
and was treated like a dictator. 
Maybe Garland will get him 
for that someday -- anti-arson 
overreach? -- but meanwhile, 
what’s he going to do about 
Hunter Biden?

Back during the 2020 
election campaign, The new 
York Post shared information 
about the FBI having a laptop 
belonging to President Joe 
Biden’s son with all kinds of 
content that could be judged 
as incriminating. The new 
York Times denied it, the Post 
stuck with its version and the 
Times came around about the 
FBI having a laptop belonging 
to Hunter Biden with interest-
ing content and reviewed some 
legal issues he faced.

Our administrative state is 
often partisan and sometimes 
dishonest, with Democrats the 
beneficiaries, and while I do 
not want Donald Trump to be 
president again, I do not want 
that kind of disreputable gov-
ernment.

no one is above the Consti-
tution.

The Mar-a-Lago 
Taid Points to  
Larger Issues  

than Itself

A general view of green zone in Kabul, Afghanistan

Dead fish lie on the banks of the German-Polish border river Oder in Lebus, 
eastern Germanny, Saturday, Aug. 13, 2022. Poland’s environment minister 
says laboratory tests following a mass dying off of fish detected high levels of 
salinity but no mercury in waters of Central Europe’s Oder River.
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Yerevan The death toll 
has risen to six following 
an explosion at a shopping 
centre in Yerevan, while 18 
people are still missing, 
officials said on Monday 
morning.

Some 70 rescue work-
ers were searching the 
rubble, the statement by the 
civil defence authority said, 
after firefighters had largely 
extinguished the blaze 
following the explosion on 
Sunday.

More than 20 people 
are reportedly being treated 
in hospitals after the ac-
cident that occurred at the 
shopping mall outside the 
centre of the capital. (DPA)

Death toll  due to 
Armenian mall 
blast rises to 6, 
18 still missing

London a “next genera-
tion: Covid-19 booster jab 
which is the first to target 
two strains of the virus 
has been approved for use 
in adults in Britain. The 
Medicines and Healthcare 
products regulatory agency 
(MHra) has authorized 
Moderna’s refreshed vac-
cine, which targets both the 
original Covid strain and the 
omicron variant. Known as 
mrna-1273.214, the dose 
is an updated version of the 
Moderna vaccine which is al-
ready in use for first, second 
and booster doses. (DPA)

Britain approves 
Moderna’s Covid 
booster jab that 
targets two strains

London a Scotland law 
against period poverty that 
the country’s government 
touted as the first of its kind 
worldwide came into effect 
on Monday. It requires coun-
cils and education providers 
to make menstrual products 
available free of charge to 
anyone who needs them, the 
Scottish government said in 
a statement. “as the cost-
of-living crisis takes hold, 
the Period Products act is a 
beacon of hope which shows 
what can be achieved when 
politicians come together 
for the good of the people 
we serve,” said lawmaker 
Monica Lennon, who pushed 
for the law that was passed 
in 2020. (DPA)

Scottish law against 
period poverty 
comes into effect

News 
in brief

DPA
MoSCow

Russian President Vladimir 
Putin has reaffirmed the goal of 
completely capturing the Don-
bass region, nearly six months 
after launching his unprovoked 
war on ukraine.

The Kremlin leader told in-
ternational guests at an annual 
military forum near Moscow 
on Monday that the Russian 
army is fulfilling its tasks in 
the so-called “People’s repub-
lics of Donetsk and Luhansk.” 
While ukraine accuses Russia 
of the most serious war crimes 
and a bloody occupation policy, 
Putin once again claimed that 
“the soil of the Donbass is be-
ing liberated step by step” from 
ukrainian nationalists. Putin 
recognised the ukrainian re-
gions of Donetsk and Luhansk 
as independent states in Febru-
ary despite international pro-
tests, and then launched a war.

The forum also featured a 
display of Russian tanks and 
missiles. Putin praised the work 
of Russian arms companies 
in equipping the military with 
“modern weapons that today 

work for victory.” The Kremlin 
leader, also referring to guests 
from what officials say are 70 
countries, said Russia had part-
ners on many continents who 
showed courage and character 
without bowing to the us.

Meanwhile, the Russian 
state arms exporter Rosoboro-
nexport stressed that Western 
sanctions are not affecting the 
export of military equipment.

By the end of 2023, for ex-
ample, five units of the Russian 
s-400 missile defence system 
would be handed over to india 
in accordance with the supply 
contracts, Rosoboronexport 
head alexander Mikheyev 
said. However, the head of the 
Federal service for Military-
Technical Cooperation, Dmitry 
shugaev, admitted that some 
logistical problems had been 
encountered “in connection 
with the political events.” Pu-
tin ordered the invasion of 
ukraine on February 24.

Putin reaffirms 
goal of capturing 
all of Ukraine’s
Donbass region

This handout picture taken and released by Ukrainian State Emergency Service on Monday shows a rescuer examining a crater after a Russian shelling in Kharkiv, amid the Russian 
military invasion of Ukraine. (aFP)

DPA
MoSCow

MosCoW-insTaLLeD of-
ficials have rejected calls for 
Russian forces to withdraw 
from the Zaporizhzhya nu-
clear power plant in southern 
ukraine and instead proposed 
a ceasefire for the embattled 
territory.

“The leadership of the 
united nations and the chief 
diplomat of the eu should not 
be talking about demilitariza-
tion, but about introducing a 
ceasefire,” Vladimir Rogov, a 
representative of the Russian 
occupation authorities, told 
Russia’s state news agency Ria 
novosti on Monday.

For days, Russia has held 
the ukrainian side responsible 
for the attacks on the nuclear 
power plant in the city of en-
erhodar, while the ukrainians 
blamed the Russians.

un secretary General 
antónio Guterres has warned 
of a potential nuclear disaster 
and called for the area to be 
demilitarized.

on sunday, 42 countries 
demanded that Russia, which 
currently occupies the nuclear 
plant, hand it over ukraine. 
The demand was made on be-
half of the united states, eu-
ropean union, Britain, nor-
way, australia, Japan, new 
Zealand, australia and many 
other countries.

“The stationing of Russian 
military personnel and weap-
ons at the nuclear facility is 
unacceptable,” they said in a 
joint statement.

a civilian died and two oth-
ers were injured in the most 
recent shelling on sunday.

Russian authorities said 
“the nationalists of ukraine” 
had hit the area, while the 
ukrainian mayor of the city, 

Dmytro orlov, spoke of a 
“murderous provocation” by 
the Russian side.

experts from the interna-
tional atomic energy agency 
(iaea) are due to inspect the 
site. However, the united na-
tions, Russia and ukraine can-
not agree on the planning for 
the visit.

analysts say that a cease-
fire around the Russian-oc-
cupied nuclear power station, 
europe’s largest, would be 
advantageous for the Russian 
troops in the region, because 
they would then have a safe 
base not far from the front.

Fighting continued on 
Monday, with Russia’s mili-
tary claiming it has killed more 
than 100 “foreign mercenar-
ies” in attacks during the past 
24 hours that also left more 
than 50 wounded in the east-
ern Kharkiv region, according 
to officials.

Those killed included Ger-
mans and Poles, Russian De-
fence Ministry spokesperson 
igor Konashenkov said. The 
figures could not be indepen-
dently verified.

The Russian army attacked 
industrial buildings and in-
frastructure with missiles, 
Kharkiv governor oleh synie-
hubov said, though he made 
no mention of casualties.

Russian spokesman Ko-
nashenkov also said Moscow’s 
forces had attacked Kherson 
in the south and Donetsk in 
the east, killing more than 420 
ukrainian soldiers.

He also said a ukrainian 
command post near Bakhmut, 
a strategically important town 
in Donetsk region, had also 
been shelled.

The ukrainian general 
staff said ukrainian fight-
ers repelled Russian attacks 
on the towns of soledar and 

Bakhmut.
The generals said Kiev’s 

forces also fought off attacks 
north of the city of sloviansk 
and near Vuhledar. The infor-
mation could not be indepen-
dently verified.

The situation was particu-
larly tense in the Kherson re-
gion and in Zaporizhzhya re-
gion, where Kiev’s troops are 
trying to recapture towns, the 
ukrainian General staff said.

in London, British defence 
analysts said Russian planning 
for referenda in the Donetsk 
region of eastern ukraine is at 
an advanced stage.

in the Donetsk region, “it 
is likely that Russia is in the 
advanced planning stages to 
hold a referendum, though it 
is unclear if the final decision 
to go ahead with a vote has yet 
been taken,” the Defence Min-
istry in London said in its daily 
update.

Russia’s claims killing more than 100 ‘foreign mercenaries’ as fighting continues unabated

Moscow ally rebuffs Zaporizhzhya 
N-plant exit call, moots ceasefire

Scar of war

DPA
SeouL

Russian President Vladimir 
Putin and north Korean leader 
Kim Jong un are planning to 
deepen their diplomatic ties, 
according to reports on Mon-
day. Putin sent his greetings 
to Kim as Monday marks the 
day of Korea’s liberation from 
Japanese colonial rule, writ-
ing that the two nations share 
a tradition of bilateral friend-
ship and cooperation, north 
Korean state media reported.

it is in the interest of the 
people of both countries to ex-
pand relations, which would 
also help “strengthen security 
and stability on the Korean 
Peninsula and in the whole 
northeast asian region,” Putin 

was reported as saying.
Largely isolated north Ko-

rea has pledged its support for 
Russia since Moscow invaded 
ukraine in February, a move 
that has largely triggered out-
rage in the West.Pyongyang 
followed Russia and syria in 
recognising the Donetsk and 
Luhansk regions as independ-
ent republics in July, a step 
most countries have refused, 
prompting ukraine to sever 
diplomatic relations with 
north Korea.

Russia recognized Donetsk 
and Luhansk as independent 
on February 24, the day it in-
vaded ukraine. 

according to reports from 
north Korea, Kim also sent a 
message of greetings to the 
Russian president.

Russia, North Korea 
planning closer ties
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Fish deaths in river between Germany 
and Poland baffling experts

DPA 
BerLIn

GeRMany and Poland are 
setting up a joint taskforce to 
tackle a massive fish die-off in 
the oder river between their 
two countries, as one expert 
estimated that as many as 100 
tons of fish could have died.

The German environment 
Ministry announced the task 
force on Monday after a meet-
ing in szczecin in north-west 
Poland on sunday evening 
that was attended by envi-
ronment ministers from both 
countries.

“The experts are working 
at full speed on the analyses 
to find out as quickly as pos-
sible which substances and 
causes led to the mass death of 
the fish and the damage to the 
oder river,” German environ-
ment Minister steffi Lemke 
said.

so far, there are no conclu-
sions on what exactly caused 
tons of fish to wash up on the 
banks of the river. Heavy met-
al poisoning has been all but 
ruled out, and tests are con-
tinuing for hundreds of other 
toxic substances.

identifying the cause of the 
fish deaths is one step to find-
ing out who is responsible, and 
whether it was from the Ger-
man or Polish side.

an expert from the Ger-
man BunD environmental 

group estimated that there 
could be as many as 100 tons 
of dead fish in the river in to-
tal. sascha Meier made the es-
timate based on reports from 
individual groups collecting 
carcasses at many locations 
along a 500-kilometre stretch 
of the oder.

Meier suggested that 
someone on the Polish side 
had emptied chemicals ille-
gally into the waterway.

The incident has also pro-
voked complaints from the 

German side that Warsaw did 
not pass on information about 
the fish deaths quickly enough. 
The first reports from fisher-
men reached German authori-
ties on august 9, but Warsaw 
has said it first knew of the 
deaths at the end of July.

Despite warnings of en-
vironmental damage further 
downstream, no fish carcasses 
have yet been sighted in the 
state of Mecklenburg-Vor-
pommern on the German Bal-
tic coast, officials said.

German Minister for the Environment, Nature Conservation, Nuclear 
Safety and Consumer Protection Steffi Lemke (centre), Poland’s 
Minister of Climate and Environment Anna Moskwa (left) and Poland’s 
Minister of Infrastructure Andrzej Adamczyk (right) address a press 
conference in Szczecin, Poland on Sunday, following a meeting after 
thousands of fish were washed up dead on the Oder river running 
through Germany and Poland. (aFP)

Spain continues to battle forest fires
DPA

MadrId

FiReFiGHTinG teams in 
spain continued to battle a 
number of forest fires on Mon-
day. a fire about 60 kilometres 
north-east of alicante has de-
stroyed about 3,500 hectares 
of forest since saturday, ac-
cording to the state TV station 
RTVe.

around 1000 people in the 
area of the town of Pego had 

to leave their homes as a pre-
caution. in the autonomous 
community of Valencia there 
were two more smaller-scale 
wildfires.

another large forest fire 
raged around the town of 
añón de Moncayo, about 70 
kilometres west of the city of 
Zaragoza in aragon. about 
1500 people had to leave their 
homes there at the weekend.

The fire is not yet under 
control and has so far de-

stroyed about 8000 hectares. 
Meanwhile, the situation 
eased somewhat near Murcia 
in the south, after a fire which 
the spanish broadcaster RTVe 
said had been caused by a 
lightning strike.

The most devastating for-
est fire since the beginning of 
the year in spain near Zamora 
- about 270 kilometres north-
west of Madrid close to the 
border with Portugal - was 
brought under control at the 

weekend, according to the re-
ports.

since July 17, 31,500 hec-
tares of forest and scrubland 
have been destroyed in the fire 
in the autonomous commu-
nity of Castilla y León.

a drought that has lasted 
for months, great heat - which 
experts attribute to climate 
change - and very dry air, 
have combined to cause new 
fires to break out across the 
country.

First UN-chartered freighter leaves 
Ukraine with grain for Africa
BerLIn The first grain freighter chartered by the united nations 
left the southern ukrainian port of Pivdennyi on Sunday with wheat 
for africa, according to the governor of the odessa region, Maksym 
Marchenko. The un world Food Programme (wFP) had chartered 
the freighter Brave Commander, which the un said was carrying 
23,000 tons of wheat destined for ethiopia. The un and Turkey had 
brokered agreements at the end of July to allow ukraine to resume 
exporting grain through its Black Sea ports despite the war with 
russia. (DPA)

Russian President Vladimir Putin

World



QNA
DOHA

THE combined net profit 
of all Qatar Stock Exchange 
listed companies amounted to 
QR27.19 billion in the first half of 
2022 compared to QR21.04 bil-
lion for the same period last year, 
an increase of 29.24 percent. 

Data issued by the QSE re-
vealed that the telecommunica-
tions sector topped the financial 
results of the listed companies 
in the first half of 2022.

In fact, the telecommu-
nications sector managed to 
triple its profits rising by 305 
percent, to reach QR 1.691 
billion, driven by the profits 
achieved by Ooredoo, amount-
ing to QR 1.474 billion, fol-
lowed by the industrial sector, 
which recorded a growth rate 
of 43.97 percent, reaching to 
about QR 8.602 billion profits, 
supported by the results of In-
dustries Qatar standing at QR 
5.432 billion.

Moreover, the same fig-
ures also indicated that the 
transportation sector ranked 
third in terms of net profits 
in the first half of 2022, with 

a growth rate of 25.74 percent, 
reaching QR 1.485 billion 
thanks to the results achieved 
by Qatar Gas Transport Com-
pany Ltd. (Nakilat), amount-
ing to QR 729.641 million.

The real estate sector fin-
ished fourth, with a growth of 
16.76 percent, to settle the net 
profit in this sector at the level 
of QR 987.309 million, driven 
by the results achieved by 
Barwa Real Estate Company, 
whose profits amounted to QR 
536,872 million.

In turn, the insurance sec-
tor followed by a growth rate 
of 7.48 percent, led by the prof-

its of Qatar Insurance Com-
pany (QIC) amounting to QR 
393.742 million.

In addition, the growth 
rate of net profits in the bank-
ing and financial services sec-
tor, on the other hand, hit 4.54 
percent in the first half of 2022 
to reach QR 12.923 billion, 
benefiting from the results 
achieved by Qatar National 
Bank Group (QNB) standing 
at QR 7.018 billion.

In contrast, the net profit 
of the services and consumer 
goods sector declined by 4.09 
percent in the first half of 2022 
to reach QR 882.733 million.

Net profit of QSE firms rise 
29% to QR27.19 billion in H1

LuLu Group launches ‘India Utsav’ 
to promote Indian brands in Qatar

SATYENDRA PATHAK 
DOHA 

IN a bid to promote Indian brands 
and make Indian products more 
popular in Qatar, LuLu Group 
launched ‘India Utsav’ at its outlets 
across Qatar on Monday.

The ‘India Utsav’, which marked 
the 75th Anniversary of India’s Inde-
pendence, was launched at the same 
time across all Lulu stores in the 
GCC countries. It was the first ever 
simultaneous region-wide launch of 
Lulu Group’s celebration of the 75th 
Indian Independence Day under the 
tagline ‘India Utsav 2022’.

The festival in the Qatar region 
was inaugurated by the Ambassador 
of India to Qatar HE Dr Deepak Mit-
tal at the Ain Khaled branch of Lulu 
Hypermarket. A number of Qatari 
dignitaries including Qatar Chamber 
First Vice Chairman Mohamed bin 
Ahmed Twar Al Kuwari, Sheikh Mo-
hamed bin Ahmed MA Al Thani, Ab-
dulla Al Kuwari and Ibrahim Almalki. 

Lulu Group International Direc-
tor Dr Mohamed Althaf and a host 
of important guests from the Royal 
family, ministries, the Indian em-
bassy, Indian community organisa-
tions, officials from the Lulu chain 
and a large gathering of ethnic and 
expatriate communities were also 
present on the occasion.

Speaking on the occasion, the 
Indian ambassador expressed his 
happiness over the initiative of Lulu 
Hypermarket in organising the In-
dian festival across all Lulu outlets 
in Qatar and other GCC counties.

“It is a very special moment for 
every Indian citizen to be celebrat-
ing the 75th Anniversary of India’s 
Independence. Lulu has been play-
ing important role in promoting In-
dian brands in the GCC. I am very 
happy to be here for inaugurating 
the festival,” said the ambassador.

He said that Lulu has been play-
ing a major role in promoting food 
security in Qatar even during chal-
lenging times in the past few years.

“The festival is showcasing so 
many varieties of products which 
have been imported exclusively 
from different parts of India includ-
ing Jammu and Kashmir to north-
east and southeast of India,” the In-

dian envoy said.
He said that the festival offers 

various food items including fruits, 
organic vegetables, millets and oth-
er plant-based protein vegans.

Qatar Chamber (QC) First Vice-
Chairman Mohamed bin Ahmed bin 
Twar Al Kuwari said that Lulu Hy-
permarket is offering a big range of 
Indian food items during the festival 

including fruits, vegetables among 
others in very nice packs.

“Lulu Hypermarket is very fa-
mous for its promotion and offers 
products at competitive prices. It 
always offers something new to its 
customers. We are grateful to Lulu 
for supporting our local market,” 
Kuwari said.

Talking to the media on the side-

lines of the festival, Althaf said, “Be-
ing a major player in Qatar-India 
relationship, Lulu Hypermarket 
is taking this opportunity not only 
to promote Indian products to en-
hance trade relations between two 
countries but other ties as well like 
cultural and cuisines.”

He said that the diplomatic rela-
tions between Qatar and India are 

going to mark 50 years bringing the 
two countries closer.

“Many new shipping routes were 
opened during the past five years. 
Now we have direct trade relation-
ship between Qatar and India which 
enhances further trade ties between 
two countries,” said Althaf.

Regarding food security, he said 
that India has got a very major role 

to play in Qatar by exporting food 
items in a large quantity which is be-
ing recognised by people including 
Indian expatriates, Qatari citizens 
and residents of other countries.

“This is one of the major events 
we are hosting in this new branch 
of Lulu Hypermarket. The festival-
related offers are made available at 
all the 18 stores in the country,” said 
Althaf.

Lulu has been conducting the 
festival on the same theme for the 
last two decades aligning with In-
dian Independence Day to celebrate 
to highlight the unique quality and 
richness of the food products from 
India.

“India Utsav” is a retail festival 
that brings alive the 3Cs of the In-
dian experience at LuLu: Culture, 
Commerce and Cuisine. It showcas-
es the close commercial ties Qatar 
enjoys with India.

Every year, Lulu Group organ-
izes special events to showcase the 
beauty and diversity of Indian cul-
ture through festivals like ‘India 
Utsav’ as customary to their hy-
permarket’s brand identity. It has 
exerted great efforts to introduce a 
new range of products, from its own 
sourcing offices across India. Af-
ter two years of challenging times, 
the shopping industry is making a 
strong come back and they want to 
make sure that shoppers get every-
thing they need for the festive sea-
son at the most affordable prices.

LuLu has flown in many ex-
clusive Indian products for the 
shopping festival. LuLu chefs have 
created a huge range of authentic 
specialities, desserts, and street food 
delicacies in the hot food section.

To complete the Indian culture 
experience, trendy high-street fash-
ion, as well as a curated collection of 
designer wear for festivals, is made 
available.

This year LuLu highlights over 
3,500 products in different cat-
egories, which are flown in straight 
from India for this promotion—
from fruits and vegetables to meat, 
packaged food products, kitchen 
essentials, and traditional wear like 
sarees, churidars and others. A wide 
range of hot food dishes is also being 
freshly prepared daily. 

The headquarters of Qatar Stock Exchange in Doha.

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA 

COMMERCIAL Bank Finan-
cial Services, a fully owned sub-
sidiary company of Commer-
cial Bank Group, has received 
the “Most Innovative Mobile 
Trading Application” award in 
Qatar, for the year 2022, from 
the London-based global finan-
cial publication, International 
Finance Magazine, for the sec-
ond consecutive year.

This award comes as an 
affirmation that CBFS is the 
number one brokerage of 
choice in Qatar and the ser-
vices CBFS provide are suited 
and tailored to fulfill custom-
ers’ needs.

Commenting on this rec-
ognition, Mohd Arar, Deputy 
General Manager, Head of 
CBFS Business said, “Commer-
cial Bank Financial Services 
strives to present customers 
with the most innovative finan-
cial services that are reflected 
in the award-winning mobile 
trading application, which con-
tinues to create a positive im-
pact since it has been launched. 

CBFS Mobile Trading Applica-
tion allows our customers to 
navigate through a new era of 
trading.”

On the other hand, CBFS 

Senior Product Manager Subah 
Saeed Al Kuwari said, “Achiev-
ing this award for the second 
consecutive year simple shows 
our commitment to our cus-

tomers through our continu-
ous updates on our innovative 
Trading App. We always look 
forward to presenting CBFS 
customers with the latest tech-
nology with the most conveni-
ent services that exceed their 
expectations.”

CBFS two-time award-win-
ning Mobile Trading Applica-
tion is just the starting point 
of greater innovations. CBFS 
team will soon present cus-
tomers with a state-of-the-art 
platform, coupled with unique 
and innovative trading features 
to provide an outstanding cus-
tomer experience. Many addi-
tional features will be brought 
in to make the life of a trader as 
simple, seamless, and conveni-
ent as it can be.

CBFS gets ‘Most Innovative Mobile 
Trading Application in Qatar’ award

Ambassador of India to Qatar HE Dr Deepak Mittal inaugurates the ‘India Utsav’ at the Ain Khaled branch of Lulu Hypermarket in Doha. Below: Indian products at the branch.  

This award comes as an 
affirmation that CBFS is 
the number one brokerage 
of choice in Qatar and the 
services CBFS provide are 
suited and tailored to               
fulfill customers’ needs.
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Qatar Insurance Company 
(QIC), the largest insurance 
company in the MENa region, 
has received the “Domestic 
General Insurer of the Year” 
& “auto Insurance Initiative of 
the Year” in Qatar awards at 
Insurance asia awards 2022, 
the company announced in a 
statment Monday.

QIC’s newest recognition 
reflects the company’s suc-
cess in leading the change of 
general insurance in Qatar 
through introducing innova-
tive products and services that 
best respond to the needs of 
customers in Qatar over the 
past 12 months. 

the two prestigious acco-
lades also reflect QIC’s excel-
lence in enhancing its digital 
insurance offerings, namely 
with the launch of an all-new 
version of its insurance online 
portal (qic.online), offering 
the fastest digital solution to 
buy and renew insurance poli-
cies in Qatar.

Developed with an inno-
vative customer-centric ap-
proach, the all-inclusive online 
portal has allowed custom-
ers in Qatar for the first time 
to buy their car, motorcycle, 
travel, home contents, boat & 
yacht, and personal accident 
policies in just 2 minutes, 
without any need to scan and 
submit paperwork, or to call or 
visit a QIC branch to complete 
the onboarding journey.

For motor customers, qic.
online offers instant car insur-
ance covers comparison, al-
lowing them to get complete 
information on policy types, 
in addition to product recom-
mendation to help them better 
identify the right insurance 
covers that suit their driving 
needs. the portal also allows 
drivers to compare policy pric-
es and select their preferred 

payment plans, including pay-
ing their insurance premiums 
in monthly installments.

Commenting on this rec-
ognition, ahmed al Jarboey, 
QIC’s Chief Operating Officer - 

Qatar operations, said: “QIC’s 
recognition with the ‘Domestic 
General Insurer of the Year’ & 
‘auto Insurance Initiative of 
the Year’ in Qatar is another 
strong testament to our suc-

cess in taking the insurance 
industry in Qatar to another 
level through innovation and 
customer centricity. We are 
proud that our innovative so-
lutions continue to be the pre-
ferred ones by local customers, 
and recognized by industry 
experts at local, regional, and 
global levels.”

Jarboey added: “thanks 
to our dedication to innova-
tion and our relentless invest-
ments in the digitization of our 
products and services, we have 
cemented our position as the 
insurer of choice in Qatar and 
beyond, and we will continue 
designing and introducing fur-
ther solutions that will allow 
our customers to have the best 
insurance experiences.”

Insurance asia Maga-
zine is a biannual publication 

headquartered in Singapore 
and specialized in insurance 
and its related industries. the 
magazine provides in-depth 
coverage of major debates 
in the industry across East, 
Southeast, South and West-
ern asia, with a diversified 
outlook on the key insurance 
trends through news, inter-
views and analytical reports 
to an audience of senior in-
surance professionals and 
decision makers in asia and 
beyond.

Qatar Insurance Company 
(QIC) is a publicly listed com-
posite insurer with a consist-
ent performance history of 
over 50 years and a global un-
derwriting footprint. Founded 
in 1964, QIC was the first do-
mestic insurance company in 
the State of Qatar. 

today, QIC is the market 
leader in Qatar and a domi-
nant insurer in the GCC and 
MENa regions. QIC is one of 
the highest rated insurers in 
the Gulf region with a rating 
of a/Stable from Standard & 
Poor’s and a (Excellent) from 
a.M. Best. 

QIC is also the first & best 
digital insurance company in 
Qatar and the largest insur-
ance company in the MENa 
region by gross written pre-
mium, profitability and total 
assets. It is listed on the Qa-
tar Stock Exchange and has a 
market capitalisation in excess 
of Qr7.8 billion.

QIC named ‘Domestic General 
Insurer’ & ‘Auto Insurance  
Initiative’ of The Year in Qatar

British fashion retailer Joules hires Jonathan Brown as next chief
dpa 

LonDon

BrItISh fashion retailer 
Joules has hired former Com-
pare the Market chief Jona-
thon Brown as its next boss. 
the fashion and lifestyle re-
tailer will take over the role 
from Nick Jones, who re-
vealed plans to leave the busi-
ness in May.

Jones said he would step 
down after a torrid start to 
the year, with profit warnings 

following a surge in cost infla-
tion and pressure on consum-
er confidence.

the company’s shares 
have dropped by more than 
80% over the past 12 months.

Joules also confirmed last 
week that it is currently in 
talks to sell a minority stake 
to retail rival Next in a move 
which could raise around £ 15 
million.

the new chief executive 
officer will initially join the 
business on September 7 for 

a handover period before tak-
ing the reins fully on Septem-
ber 30.

Brown was most recently 
chief executive officer of Com-
pare the Market, part of BGL 
Group, but had previously 
held leadership roles across a 
number of UK retailers.

he was previously chief 
executive officer of MandM 
Direct, where he led a turna-
round of the firm’s opera-
tions.

the boss also previously 

held director roles at B&Q 
owner Kingfisher and depart-
ment store giant John Lewis.

“I am delighted to have 
been selected to lead Joules at 
such an important time in its 
development,” Brown said.

“Joules is a very strong 
brand, with a highly relevant 
purpose and product proposi-
tion.

“Whilst there have been 
some headwinds in the 
past year, I am very excit-
ed by the business’ future  

opportunities.
“the group is making 

strong progress against its 
clear plans to improve prof-
itability by simplifying the 
business and optimising the 
cost base.” 

Ian Filby, non-executive 
chairman of Joules, added: 
“the board was in unanimous 
agreement that, amongst 
some very high calibre can-
didates, Jonathan was the 
standout choice to be our  
new CEO.

Milaha opens first Hino trucks showroom in Qatar
Tribune news neTwork 

Doha 

MILaha, the exclusive author-
ised distributor of the Japanese-
assembled hino trucks in Qatar, 
celebrated the opening of the first 
hino showroom in Qatar that 
features different truck models 
including light, medium and 
heavy-duty trucks, the company 
said in a statement on Saturday.

the opening was held in the 
presence of ali Mohamed al Ku-
wari, VP - Marine and Industrial 
Equipment at Milaha, and Satoshi 
Matsumoto, Managing Director at 
hino Motors Middle East, along 
with a number of Milaha ex-
ecutives and hino regional office 
representatives.

the launching ceremony un-
veiled the hINO 300 series, the 
only light-duty truck with a true 
automatic transmission, offering 
enhanced levels of quality, dura-
bility, fuel economy and innova-

tive technologies that demon-
strate a greater comparative value 
than its competitors.

Commenting on this occasion, 
Kuwari said: “We are proud to 
launch the first hino showroom 
in Qatar, featuring the prestig-
ious Japanese-assembled trucks, 
which represents a step forward 
in our expansion strategy in the 
Qatari market and an opportunity 
to provide value-added services 
and products to our customers.”.

“this new showroom reflects 
our commitment to offering 
high-quality services and reliable 
solutions that meet the various 
needs of our customers and serve 
different major sectors such as 
construction, transportation, 
retail and FMCG”, he added.

Matsumoto said, “We are 
pleased to witness the opening of 
the first hino showroom in Qatar, 
which reflects the brand’s strong 
market position and increases 
ownership demand for various 

hino truck models that cater for 
our customers’ different needs 
and offer them the highest level of 
performance and cost efficiency.” 

Matsumoto also expressed 
his sincere gratitude to Milaha 
Group, hino’s only authorised 
distributor in Qatar, for their 
commitment to achieving stra-
tegic goals of promoting the 
hino brand, increasing sales and 
providing reliable after-sales 
services.

the new 500 sqm showroom, 
strategically located on the East 
Industrial Street in Umm al 
Saneem area, features a modern 
design and digital screens that re-
flect the Japanese brand identity. 

It includes spacious display 
areas for various hino models, 
in addition to a welcoming re-
ception area, waiting area and 
private customer service desks, 
all providing comprehensive and 
distinguished services to hino 
customers in Qatar.

Ali Mohamed al Kuwari, VP - Marine and Industrial Equipment at Milaha, and Satoshi Matsumoto (right), Managing Direc-
tor at Hino Motors Middle East at an event in Doha on Monday.

Tribune news neTwork 
Doha 

thE Oil and Gas holding 
Company (nogaholding) 
and the arab Petroleum 
Investments Corporation 
(aPICOrP) has signed a 
memorandum of under-
standing (MoU) to promote 
collaboration between the 
two entities, a statement 
said on Monday.

 Under the MoU, noga-
holding will leverage aPI-
COrP’s experience as a 
partner to the arab energy 
sector to support the com-
pany’s strategic initiatives 
and projects that will be cru-
cial to the future of the King-
dom of Bahrain’s energy 
sector. this includes sharing 
knowledge and best practic-
es on Environment, Social 
and Governance (ESG) as-
pects, sustainability initia-
tives, and green financing.

 the MoU was signed 
by aPICOrP Chief Execu-
tive Officer, Khalid ali al-
ruwaigh and nogaholding 
Group Chief Executive Of-
ficer, Mark thomas.

the signing ceremony 
was attended by Moham-
med bin Mubarak bin 
Daina, Minister of Oil and 
Environment, Special En-
voy for Climate affairs, and 
nogaholding Board Member 
and the Deputy Minister 
of Energy, Chairman of the 
Board - aPICOrP, aabed 
al-Saadoun, alongside a 
number of other officials 
from both parties.

 Commenting on the 
MoU, Daina said, “We are 
delighted to witness this 
partnership between two 
entities focusing on the de-
velopment of the arab en-
ergy sector and exchanging 
knowledge for the benefit of 
communities. 

“the Kingdom has taken 
massive strides in the de-
velopment of the oil and 
gas sector while responsibly 
working on meeting the de-
carbonization mandates as 
pledged by his royal high-
ness Prince Salman bin 
hamad al Khalifa, the Crown 
Prince and Prime Minister of 

the Kingdom of Bahrain at 
COP26, as well as the United 
Nations Sustainable Devel-
opment Goals. With aPI-
COrP’s experience, we can 
expect this partnership to ac-
celerate the energy transition 
and adoption of ESG princi-
ples in Bahrain.” 

Saadoun said: “Our mis-
sion is to contribute to the 
development and transfor-
mation of the arab hydro-
carbon and energy industries 
through equity, debt financ-
ing and advisory services and 
provide the arab energy sec-
tor with financial solutions 
for the energy of tomorrow. 

“the MoU with noga-
holding is a testament to 
our focus on our goals in 
supporting the arab energy 
sector in a balanced energy 
transition that enables so-
cioeconomic growth and 
workforce empowerment.” 

ruwaigh said: “Being 
the region’s only multi-
lateral financial institution 
with established experience 
in financial services and so-
lutions for sustainable en-
ergy, aPICOrP is delighted 
to partner with nogaholding 
and support its commend-
able strategic initiatives that 
aim to improve the Bahraini 
energy sector. 

“We will work close-
ly with nogaholding to 
strengthen corporate sus-
tainability and ESG prac-
tices, provide financial ad-
visory on sustainable energy 
projects and support on ef-
fective structuring and ar-
ranging of financing. this 
partnership will help aPI-
COrP to cement its legacy of 
providing financial services 
for impact.” 

thomas added: “We 
are proud to be signing this 
MoU with an esteemed com-
pany like aPICOrP. the 
knowledge-sharing aspect of 
this partnership will provide 
nogaholding with opportu-
nities that will help bolster 
the future of Bahrain’s en-
ergy sector, enabling us to 
take on additional projects, 
in line with the Kingdom of 
Bahrain’s Vision 2030.” 

Apicorp to support 
nogaholding across 
ESG and green  
financial solutions

Ahmed al Jarboey, QIC’s Chief Operating Officer - Qatar operations

Senior officials of Apicorp and nogaholding.

Insurance asIa awards 2022

QIC’s newest recognition 
reflects the company’s 
success in leading the 
change of general  
insurance in Qatar through 
introducing innovative 
products and services that 
best respond to the needs 
of customers over the past 
12 months
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FACTORY OUTPUT GROWTH SLOWS

Agency 

TribuTes have poured in 
for indian billionaire rakesh 
Jhunjhunwala, who has died 
at the age of 62.

Jhunjhunwala, who made 
a fortune from the stock mar-
ket, died on sunday at a hospi-
tal in Mumbai city.

The hospital said that the 
cause of death was a “sudden 
cardiac arrest”.

Often called india’s War-
ren buffett, Jhunjhunwala 
had an estimated net worth of 
around $5.8bn, according to 
Forbes magazine.

He was part of a genera-
tion of investors who ben-
efitted from the historic 1991 
reforms, which opened up in-
dia’s economy.

Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi led the tributes to Jhun-
jhunwala, who was stead-

fastly bullish on indian stock  
markets.

“He was very good at read-
ing businesses and had con-
viction, passion and very blunt 
opinions about things,” said 
businessman Motilal Oswal, 
who set up one of india’s lead-
ing brokerages.

Jhunjhunwala had recent-
ly backed Akasa Air, india’s 
newest budget airline, which 
began operations earlier in 
August. While the Covid pan-
demic had ravaged domes-
tic air travel for the past two 
years, passenger traffic has 
risen sharply this year.

The son of an income tax 
officer, Jhunjhunwala has said 
that he became fascinated with 
stocks as a child after watching 
his father balance his market 
investments.

Jhunjhunwala began in-
vesting in the stock market in 

1985, when he was 25 years 
old - he started off with $100 
that he had borrowed from a 
relative, reports say. He later 
set up rare enterprises - the 
name was coined from the first 
two letters of his name and 
that of his wife rekha.

He had the reputation of 
being a risk-taker in his invest-
ments, many of which paid off 
spectacularly.

in a 2021 profile, Forbes 
wrote that while Jhunjhunwa-
la “acquired his legendary Mi-
das touch by picking winning 
stocks”, he has also recently 
started seeing his private eq-
uity investments pay off.

A decade ago, he told reu-
ters in an interview that he 
didn’t like being called “india’s 
Warren buffett”, adding that 
the berkshire Hathaway CeO 
was “far, far ahead” of him.

“i’m not a clone of any-

body. i’m rakesh Jhunjhun-
wala,” he had said.

Market veteran Ajay bagga 
says that Jhunjhunwala “per-

sonified the india story”.
“[He was] a young middle-

class boy rising up the ranks 
to build such a vast fortune, 

and setting the stage for the 
growth momentum in the 
indian financial markets,”  
he said.

bagga added that Jhun-
jhunwala had an infectious 
“optimism for india”. That 
optimism was reflected in 
Jhunjhunwala’s other famous 
nickname - the big bull of Da-
lal street, a reference to the 
address of the bombay stock 
exchange.

Jhunjhunwala remained 
optimistic till the end - a week 
before his death, he told news 
channel CNbC-TV18 that re-

gardless of global economic 
conditions, he believed that 
indian markets would grow, 
“but at a slower pace”.

He was also a strong advo-
cate for indian businesses do-
ing philanthropy.

“rakesh was keen to make 
a positive social difference to 
india - and willing to invest 
significantly in india’s social 
and educational development. 
He once told me that the rea-
son for his success was that his 
father had encouraged him to 
be curious as a child.” ramji 
raghavan, founder of the 
Agastya international Foun-
dation, told the bbC.

Jhunjhunwala was an 
early investor in Agastya, do-
nating 500 million rupees 
($6.3m; £5.1m) to the founda-
tion’s mission to inculcate sci-
entific thought and curiosity in 
children.

Rakesh Jhunjhunwala: Tributes for India’s ‘stock market king’ who died at 62

Agencies 

CHiNA’s central bank trimmed 
a key interest rate Monday to 
shore up sagging economic 
growth at a politically sensitive 
time when President Xi Jin-
ping is trying to extend his hold 
on power.

The decision suggested 
beijing is temporarily setting 
aside worries over high debt to 
act to head off a slump before 
Xi is expected to try to award 
himself a third five-year term 
as Communist Party leader at a 
meeting this fall.

The ruling party has ef-
fectively acknowledged it can-
not hit this year’s official 5.5% 
growth target after anti-virus 
curbs disrupted trade, manu-
facturing and consumer spend-
ing. A crackdown on excessive 
borrowing in China’s vast real 
estate industry triggered a 
plunge in home sales and con-
struction.

“The momentum of eco-
nomic recovery has slowed,” 
a government spokesman, Fu 
Linghui, said at a news confer-
ence. “More efforts are needed 
to consolidate the foundation 
of economic recovery.” 

The People’s bank of China 
cut its rate on a one-year loan 
to 2.75% from 2.85% and in-
jected an extra 400 billion 
yuan ($60 billion) into lending 
markets after growth in factory 
output and retail sales weak-
ened in July and home sales fell 
by double digits.

The central bank “seems to 
have decided it now has a more 
pressing problem,” Julian ev-
ans-Pritchard of Capital eco-
nomics said in a report.

The slowdown adds to po-
litical headwinds for Xi, Chi-
na’s most powerful leader since 
at least the 1980s. He still is 
widely expected to succeed, but 
some analysts say he might be 
forced to compromise by shar-
ing more of his sweeping pow-
ers with other party leaders.

Despite downward pres-

sure on growth, party leaders 
affirmed their commitment to 
the severe “zero-COViD” strat-
egy in a July 29 statement. it 
dropped previous references to 
growth targets after the econ-
omy grew by just 2.5% over a 
year earlier in the first half of 
2022.

Growth in factory output in 
July slowed to 3.8% over a year 
ago, down 0.1 percentage point 
from the previous month, ac-
cording to the National bureau 
of statistics. Growth in con-
sumer spending fell to 2.7%, 
down 0.4 percentage points 
from June.

sales of housing and other 
commercial real estate fell 
28.8% from a year earlier.

beijing is forcing develop-

ers to reduce debt levels, which 
caused economic growth to 
plunge in mid-2021, disrupting 
a recovery from the coronavi-
rus pandemic. 

The crackdown has bank-
rupted smaller developers and 
fueled fears of a default by the 

biggest, evergrande Group, 
which owes $310 billion to 
banks and bondholders.

The “downward trend” in 
real estate has a “great impact 
on economic growth,” said Fu, 
the government spokesman.

The rate cut and extra mon-
ey for lending are small com-
pared with China’s $17 trillion-
a-year economy, the world’s 
second-largest. instead, such 
changes are widely seen as a 
signal to the state-owned bank-
ing industry to lend more and 
cut charges for commercial 
borrowers.

The ruling party is strug-
gling to revive activity after 
shanghai, the country’s busi-
ness capital, and other in-
dustrial centers were shut for 

weeks starting in late March to 
fight virus outbreaks.

Managers of the shanghai 
port, the world’s busiest, say 
shipping is back to normal, 
but economists say it might 
be months before the flow of 
smartphones, home applianc-
es, consumer electronics and 
other goods through complex 
supply lines fully recovers.

A survey of manufacturers 
released earlier showed activity 
in July contracted. indicators 
of new orders, exports and em-
ployment declined.

retails sales were off 0.7% 
from a year earlier in the first 
half after plunging 11% in April 
following the temporary shut-
down of shanghai and other 
cities.

China cuts interest rate to 
shore up sagging economy

Agencies 

JAPAN’s economy grew at 
an annual rate of 2.2% in the 
April-June quarter, the gov-
ernment said Monday, as con-
sumer spending rebounded 
with the gradual lifting of pan-
demic precautions.

After keeping its bor-
ders closed to most travelers 
throughout the pandemic, Ja-
pan has slowly begun reopen-
ing to tourism, as meanwhile 
business has returned more 
or less to normal after various 
voluntary restrictions were 
eased.

That means families are 
venturing out and spending 
more, even as coronavirus in-
fection rates have soared with 
the spread of the omicron vari-
ant of COViD-19.

A revised estimate put 
growth for the world’s third-
largest economy as flat in the 
first quarter of the year, up-
graded from an earlier reading 
of a 0.5% contraction. 

The reading for the last 
quarter was below forecasts 
for 2.5% annual growth. in 
quarterly terms, the economy 
expanded 0.5%, surpassing its 
pre-pandemic size but slightly 
weaker than analysts had ex-
pected.

“Nevertheless, it suggests 
that pent-up demand from 
COViD-19 reopening could 
continue to underpin growth 
ahead,” Jun rong Yeap of iG 
said in a commentary.

Private consumption 
jumped at an annual rate of 
4.6% but appeared to be con-
strained by surging prices.

After decades of fighting 
deflation, or weakening prices 
and wages, soaring global costs 
for energy and other commod-
ities are hitting Japanese pock-
etbooks and balance sheets.  
Japan imports nearly all of its 
oil, gas and coal as well as food 
and industrial components 
used in manufacturing.

The inflation rate remains 
relatively low.  The bank of Ja-

pan’s most recent estimate for 
the fiscal year through March 
2023 is for 2.3% consumer in-
flation, way below the recent 
four-decade high levels of 8%-
9% in the us that now show 
signs of easing.

but the Japanese yen also 
has weakened, to two-decade 
lows against the dollar, mak-
ing imports relatively more 
expensive. On Monday, the 
dollar was trading at about 
133 yen. it recently surged to 
nearly 140 yen.

experts attribute the dra-
matic surge in COViD-19 cas-
es in recent weeks to record 
highs to a greater availability 
of tests, more transmissible 
variants and many Japanese 
being under-vaccinated even 
if shots are readily available.

it has added to uncertainty 

over the outlook. some ana-
lysts think Japan’s economic 
growth will drop again in the 
July-september period.

“After a much brighter 
spring, we think the economy 
will slow again this quarter on 
the back of weaker consumer 
spending due to rising COV-
iD-19 infections,” said Takay-
uki Toji, an economist at suMi 
TrusT, said in a report.

Much depends on what 
happens elsewhere, especially 
in China, a huge source of de-
mand for Japanese exports. 
efforts by Chinese authori-
ties to stamp out COViD-19 
by shutting down businesses, 
neighborhoods and some-
times whole cities, have 
dented growth and caused 
disruptions to manufacturing 
throughout the region.

Japan economy grows 2.2% in Q2 on revived consumer spending

Sale signs are displayed in the window of a shop in an underground 
shopping mall in Tokyo on Monday. (AFP)
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Australia’s Qantas to 
boost freight fleet on  
online shopping boom

Agencies 

AusTrALiA’s Qantas Air-
ways has unveiled plans to add 
six Airbus converted freight-
ers to its domestic fleet to re-
place five ageing boeing 737s 
and expand capacity to meet a 
surge in demand from online 
shopping.

The A321 freighters will be 
sourced from the open market 
and converted from carrying 
passengers to cargo subject to 
commercial negotiations, the 
airline said on Monday, add-
ing the planes were expected 
to arrive between early 2024 
and mid-2026.

The freighters will join an-
other three A321s already in 
the airline’s domestic cargo 
fleet and expand carrying ca-
pacity given the A321s can car-
ry 23 tonnes of cargo, 9 tonnes 
more than the 737s.

Qantas Chief executive 
Alan Joyce said the airline’s 
freight division, which re-
ported record first-half earn-
ings, was one of the group’s 
standout performers during 
the pandemic as Australians 

shifted to online shopping.
“While some of that shift is 

temporary, demand remains 
well-above pre-pandemic 
levels even with the lifting of 
almost all COViD-related re-
strictions,” he said in a state-
ment.

singapore Technologies 
engineering Ltd, a major 
converter of A321 passenger 
planes to freighters, said last 
week that conversion demand 
remained strong, with orders 
for the model booked through 
2025.

The shortage of passenger 
plane cargo-carrying capac-
ity during the pandemic sent 
freight rates soaring, delayed 
retirements of older models 
like MD-11s and had lessors 
rushing to convert older un-
wanted passenger planes into 
carrying freight.

However, the strong cargo 
demand that helped passen-
ger-deprived airlines stay 
afloat during the pandemic 
is showing signs of softening 
amid growing economic un-
certainty, in part, fuelled by 
high inflation.

The Bank of Japan’s most 
recent estimate for the fis-
cal year through March 
2023 is for 2.3% consumer 
inflation, way below the 
recent four-decade high lev-
els of 8%-9% in the US that 
now show signs of easing

The People’s Bank of 
China cut its rate on a 
one-year loan to 2.75% 
from 2.85% and injected 
an extra 400 billion yuan 
($60 billion) into lending 
markets after growth in 
factory output and retail 
sales weakened in July 
and home sales fell by 
double digits

Rakesh Jhunjhunwala

Often called India’s Warren 
Buffett, Jhunjhunwala had 
an estimated net worth of 
around $5.8 bn, according 
to Forbes magazine
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Employees work on a smartphone assembly line at the Oppo factory in Dongguan, China’s southern Guangdong province recently. (AFP)
US housing market index unexpectedly 
drops to two-year low in August
WAshington: A report released by the national Association of 
home Builders on Monday unexpectedly showed a continued dete-
rioration in Us homebuilder confidence in the month of August.

the report showed the nAhB/Wells Fargo housing Market index 
dropped to 49 in August from 55 in July. Economists had expected 
the index to come in unchanged.

With the unexpected decrease, the housing market index fell 
below the key break-even measure of 50 for the first time since 
May 2020.

“tighter monetary policy from the Federal Reserve and per-
sistently elevated construction costs have brought on a housing 
recession,” said nAhB Chief Economist Robert Dietz. “the total 
volume of single-family starts will post a decline in 2022, the first 
such decrease since 2011.” 

he added, “however, as signs grow that the rate of inflation 
is near peaking, long-term interest rates have stabilized, which 
will provide some stability for the demand-side of the market in 
the coming months.” the unexpected decrease by the headline 
index came as the current sales conditions index tumbled to 57 in 
August from 64 in July. the traffic of prospective buyers index also 
slumped to 32 in August from 37 in July, while the sales expecta-
tions in the next six months index dipped to 47 from 49.  (dpa) 
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US move to negotiate drug prices 
a rare defeat for Big Pharma

Agencies 
WASHINGTON

Big Pharma spent more than any 
other industry to lobby Congress 
and federal agencies this year, a 
Reuters analysis shows, but still 
suffered a major defeat after fail-
ing to stop a bill that allows the 
government to negotiate prices on                     
select drugs.

Despite the pharmaceutical 
industry’s spending at least $142 
million on lobbying efforts, the 
$430 billion inflation Reduction 
Act to change climate, health and 
tax policies will become law. it 
cleared its largest hurdle last week 
with passage in the Senate, with-
out any Republicans joining Dem-
ocrats in voting for the bill, fol-
lowed by passage by the US House 
of Representatives on Friday. 

The bill’s imminent enactment 
represents a rare legislative defeat 
for the pharmaceutical industry 
and sets a precedent for curbing 
drug prices in the world’s most 
lucrative market for medicines, 
according to congressional and in-
dustry officials.

“This is a major first step for-
ward,” Democratic Senator Patty 
Murray, chair of the Senate’s health 
committee, told Reuters. “it is the 
first time we’ve been able to make 
this kind of step to lower prices on 
pharmaceuticals ... which will set 
the stage for us to do more.”

Health policy experts say the 
bill reflects the pharma industry’s 
weakening influence on the Demo-
cratic Party and that its main ar-
gument against price negotiation 
-- that it stifles innovation -- is no 
longer persuasive for the public.

A Kaiser Family Foundation 
poll in October found that 83 per-
cent of Americans, including 95 
percent of Democrats and 71 per-
cent of Republicans, want the fed-
eral Medicare health plan for sen-
iors to negotiate prices, a provision 
of the bill.

“The pharma guys upped the 
ante in throwing everything but the 
kitchen sink against this,” said Sen-
ator Ron Wyden, a Democrat who 
chairs the finance committee.

The industry’s powerful trade 
association, Pharmaceutical Re-
search and Manufacturers of 
America (PhRMA), urged senators 
in a public letter to reject the bill. 
its president, Stephen Ubl, told Po-
litico that lawmakers who vote for 
it would not “get a free pass.”

“Few associations have all the 
tools of modern political advocacy 
at their disposal in the way that 
PhRMA does,” he said.

A PhRMA spokesperson said the 
group would continue to work with 
all lawmakers. He did not address 
Ubl’s comments about holding law-

makers accountable.
“We may not agree on every 

issue, but we believe engagement 
and dialogue is important to pro-
moting a policy environment that 
supports innovation, a highly-
skilled workforce and access to 
life-saving medicines for patients,” 
said spokesperson Brian Newell in 
an email.

A Reuters analysis of lobbying 
and campaign contribution data 
from OpenSecrets shows that the 
pharmaceutical industry spent at 
least $142.6 million on lobbying 
Congress and federal agencies in 
the first half of 2022, more than any 
industry, and at least $16.1 million 
on campaign contributions during 
the current mid-term election cycle 
that started in January 2021.

Almost two-thirds of the money 
spent on lobbying, around $93 mil-
lion, came from PhRMA and its 
member companies.

The pharma campaign argued 
that prescription drugs do not con-
tribute to inflation, citing an average 
2.5 percent rise in drug prices in the 
past year compared with a 17 per-
cent rise in health insurance prices.

Critics say the figures combine 
high-priced brand name drugs with 
much lower-cost generics, mask-
ing the impact on patients’ costs. A 
KFF study estimated that prices in-
creased faster than inflation for half 
of all drugs covered by Medicare                  
in 2020.

The industry has long warned 
that price curbs in the US market 
would hamper companies’ ability to 

invest in developing new drugs.
With help from Democrats 

backed by the industry, the bill’s 
provision for drug price negotia-
tions was scaled back in November, 
allowing Medicare to focus on an 
annual maximum of 20 of the costli-
est medicines by 2029, instead of an 
initial proposal to help reduce prices 
for 250 treatments.

Opponents to the more dramatic 
curbs included Senator Kyrsten 
Sinema and Representative Scott 
Peters, two of the biggest recipients 
of industry donations, at more than 
$201,000 and $320,000, respec-
tively, according to OpenSecrets 
data.

“We created a good space for 
investors to be able to recoup their 
investment which continuously has 

set out to develop new drugs,” Pe-
ters told Reuters.

“i still think they came out okay 
on this.”

Democratic staffers, industry ex-
ecutives and policy experts said that 
the bill’s broad popularity, com-
bined with pressure on Democrats 
to pass meaningful legislation ahead 
of midterm elections in November, 
helped overcome the pharma indus-
try campaigning.

“With this vote i would imagine 
Pharma realizes they do not have a 
lot of friends left among Democrats,” 
said Larry Levitt, vice president for 
health policy at KFF. “Pharma sees 
this as the camel’s nose under the 
tent, and it probably is.”

The industry will likely try 
to mitigate the effects of the 

bill as much as possible, policy                                                
experts said.

“They will prosecute this through 
the courts. And they will, i suspect, 
try and alter the legislation” in the 
future, said Mark Miller, a former 
government health policy official 
who is now executive vice president 
of healthcare at Arnold Ventures.

The extent to which the bill 
might stoke fear for investors re-
mains to be seen, given that many 
view pharmaceutical stocks as 
among the safer bets during an eco-
nomic downturn.

“Sentiment is at a multi-year 
high for the US Pharma and we do 
not view the iRA drug reform as 
significantly changing investor po-
sitioning,” a note from JPMorgan 
analysts said.

Agencies
NeW YOrk

gLOBAL travel prices are fore-
cast to continue rising in the 
remaining months of 2022 
and throughout 2023, a report 
released recently said.

Rising fuel prices, labour 
shortages and inflationary 
pressures on raw material 
costs are the main drivers of 
expected price increases, ac-
cording to the global Business 
Travel Forecast 2023.

Prices have risen across all 
regions in most spending cat-
egories, driven by pent-up de-
mand, the desire to build com-
pany culture and an uncertain 
economic outlook.

Air fares have seen a par-
ticularly marked post-pan-
demic upwards shift.

Business travel flight pric-
es fell more than 12 per cent in 
2020 from 2019, followed by 
an additional 26 percent de-
cline in 2021.

Economy ticket prices fell 
more than 24 percent from 
2019 to 2021, while premium 
tickets fell 33 percent. Prices 

are expected to increase by 
48.5 percent in 2022, but even 
with this large increase, prices 
are expected to remain be-
low pre-pandemic levels until 
2023. After a 48.5 percent in-
crease in 2022, prices are ex-
pected to increase by 8.4 per 
cent in 2023.

increased demand and 
continued price increases for 
jet fuel which have seen prices 
more than double in some 
markets to $160 dollars per 
barrel, according to S&P glob-
al, are putting upwards pres-
sure on ticket prices.

The overall cost per at-
tendee for meetings and events 
in 2022 is expected to be about 
25 per cent higher than in 2019 
and is projected to increase by 
a further 7 per cent in 2023.

“Demand for business 
travel and meetings is back 
with a vengeance, there’s ab-
solutely no doubt about that.” 
said Patrick Andersen, chief 
executive of travel manage-
ment firm CWT which contrib-
uted to the report.

“Labour shortages in the 
travel and hospitality industry, 

rising commodity prices and 
greater awareness of respon-
sible travel are all impacting 
services, but forecast prices are 
broadly [in line] with 2019.”

Hotel prices are also on 
the rise after falling 13.3 per 
cent in 2020 from 2019 and 
another 9.5 per cent in 2021. 
The report expects them to rise 
18.5 per cent in 2022, followed 

by an 8.2 per cent increase in 
2023. Hotel prices have al-
ready eclipsed 2019 levels in 
areas such as Europe, Middle 
East and Africa, and North 
America — and are expected to 
do so globally by 2023.

Hotel rate increases were 
initially driven by strong 
leisure travel in 2021, but 
group travel for meetings and 

corporate events is improv-
ing and temporary business 
travel is picking up a healthy 
pace, putting further pressure 
on average daily hotel rates.

An integral part of many 
trips abroad are car rentals, and 
after falling 2.5 per cent in 2020 
before rising 5.1 per cent in 
2021, prices are expected to rise 
7.3 per cent in 2022 and to climb 

a further 6.8 percent in 2023.
With the automotive in-

dustry unable to produce 
cars at the volume it did be-
fore the pandemic — largely 
due to global supply chain 
issues — rental agencies are 
back to buying used vehicles 
to increase fleet size and are 
keeping their vehicles for                                           
longer periods.

Some agencies are also 
buying vehicles from carmak-
ers outside of their histori-
cally supported brands.

Delta Air Lines had ear-
lier said that higher oil prices 
are set to lead to a 10 percent 
increase in air fares, accord-
ing to the boss of one of the 
world’s biggest airlines.

Delta Air Lines head Ed 
Bastian told the BBC the final 
impact “really depends where 
fuel prices settle”.

Oil prices have reached 14-
year highs after Russia’s inva-
sion of Ukraine.

Emirates, Japan Airlines 
and AirAsia are among the big 
carriers to introduce surcharg-
es on their tickets recently 
to cover the higher cost of jet 

fuel. Before the pandemic, in 
2019, 200 million customers 
flew on Delta, making it the 
world’s second biggest airline 
by passenger numbers.

Bastian said that on a do-
mestic US flight the rise in fuel 
prices “is probably about $25 
on a ticket, that could be any-
where between 5 percent to 10 
percent at these high levels of 
oil... and international [flights] 
will be a bit higher than that”.

Delta is planning to intro-
duce fuel surcharges on the 
international flights which ac-
count for about 35 percent of 
its business, and increase US 
ticket prices.

Jet fuel is one of the big-
gest costs for airlines. Michael 
O’Leary, the boss of Europe’s 
biggest carrier Ryanair, said 
recently that the surge in oil 
prices would lead to “materially 
higher” airfares this summer.

Many airlines try to protect 
themselves from these chang-
es by buying fuel in advance. 
Easyjet and British Airways 
both said recently that they 
had done so for 60 percent of 
their fuel needs this year.

Business flight prices set to surge to pre-COVID-19 levels in 2023

Air fares have seen a particularly marked post-pandemic upwards shift.

The US pharmaceutical industry spent at least $142.6 million on lobbying Congress and federal agencies in the first half of 2022, more than any industry. 
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BETWEEN 31 May and 22 
June, FIFA held three semi-
nars to thoroughly prepare 
the 36 referees, 69 assistant 
referees and 24 video match 
officials from all six confedera-
tions chosen to officiate at the 
upcoming FIFA World Cup 
Qatar 2022. 

The three-day seminars en-
abled officials from each con-
federation to come together 
in Asuncion, Paraguay (CON-
CACAF/Conmebol), Doha, 
Qatar (AFC/OFC/CAF), and 
Madrid, Spain (UEFA), led by 
Pierluigi Collina, Chairman of 
the FIFA Referees Committee, 
and Massimo Busacca, FIFA’s 
Director of Refereeing.

The match officials were 
put to the test in both theo-
retical classes and on-the-field 
training sessions each day, 
allowing the officials to simu-
late and practice various live-
match situations.

“Our objective is to prepare 
the referee as best as possible 
to avoid using technology, but 
technology is there to reduce 
the possibility of human mis-
take that can affect the out-
come of a match. Even the best 
referee can make a mistake; he 
is a human being, and we know 
that” said Pierluigi Collina.

The successful delivery of 
the seminars on three conti-
nents was especially satisfying, 
considering during the peak of 
the COVID-19 pandemic, FIFA 
Refereeing had to move all ed-
ucation online.

For the selected match offi-
cials, their participation at the 
FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 
is the ultimate realization of 
a professional dream. For 
Danny Makkelie of The Neth-
erlands, one he’d had since 
childhood.

“When I received the invi-
tation and confirmation that 
I had been selected with my 
team, this was an unbeliev-
able feeling. When I started as 
a referee, I was 12 years old, 
and my goal was already that 

I wanted to reach the top, and 
I was dreaming of the World 
Cup,” said the Dutchman, who 
was also a Video Assistant Ref-
eree at the final of the 2018 
FIFA World Cup Russia.

For assistant referee Ka-
ren Diaz (Mexico), she hopes 
being one of six pioneering 
women – alongside referees 
Stéphanie Frappart (France), 
Salima Mukansanga (Rwan-
da), and Yoshimi Yamashita 
(Japan), and assistant referees 
Neuza Back (Brazil) and Kath-

ryn Nesbitt (USA – to partici-
pate in a men’s FIFA World 
Cup, will open up opportuni-
ties for more women.

“I feel very happy, and very 
grateful to all the people that 
have given me this chance,” 
said Diaz. “We have to ensure 
that this time doesn’t become 
the only time that women are 
selected, but the first of many 
to come.”

The 2022 FIFA World 
Cup Qatar is now just over 
100 days away. As Massimo 

Busacca concludes: “It’s like 
a football team; they have to 
prepare everything very well 
for the most important com-
petition we have in the sport. 
I am positive. I expect a great 
World Cup. We know what we 
are doing.

“The sacrifice we are mak-
ing, the seminars; talking and 
talking, is because we want to 
achieve a target. I’m sure the 
referees understand this mes-
sage, and they will perform 
very well.”

FIFA match officials continue 
preparation for Qatar 2022QATAR national football team 

player Abdullah Al Ahraq, who 
suffered a ligament tear, has been 
ruled out for nine months, the 
Qatar Football Association said 
in a tweet on Monday. The Duhail 
star won’t be able to participate in 
the FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 as 
a player. Qatar open the campaign 
against Ecuador on November 20 
at the Al Bayt Stadium in Group A, 
which also has the Netherlands 
and Senegal. Qatar players are cur-
rently training and playing friendly 
matches in Europe.

Injury rules Qatar’s 
Abdullah Al Ahraq 
out of World Cup

Manchester City have been 
criticized by a skin cancer charity 
after fans were told they could 
not take sun cream to the 
Etihad Stadium. City’s supporter 
services team responded to a 
fan’s enquiry on Twitter prior to 
Saturday’s Premier League match 
against Bournemouth, where tem-
peratures reached 31 degrees 
Celsius, by saying: “Sun cream 
will not be permitted on entry 
into the stadium. “We advise 
supporters to apply this before 
coming and to bring a hat and 
water.” Melanoma UK, the coun-
try’s leading melanoma patient 
organisation, branded City’s policy 
“disappointing” and “very worry-
ing”. Many footballers have had 
melanoma. “Your supporter ser-
vices team have got this wrong. 
You cannot expect a stadium full 
of fans (many of them children) 
not to have sunscreen with them. 
“Help protect them - link up with 
someone who can provide the 
sunscreen inside the stadium. 
This is so disappointing.”  
(PA Media/DPA)

Man City’s sunscreen 
ban ‘very worrying’: 
Skin cancer charity

 Quick read

Steven Gerrard’s worst fears 
have been realized with the news 
Diego Carlos ruptured his Achil-
les tendon during Saturday’s 2-1 
victory over Everton. Defender 
Carlos, the club’s big summer 
signing from Sevilla, limped off 
late on at Villa Park. 
“I’m extremely worried about that 
situation,” said Gerrard in his 
post-match press conference. 
“We’re going to send him for 
an MRI scan but it doesn’t look 
good. “I’m extremely happy with 
the win and the performance but, 
if we happen to lose someone 
who’s so important to us, that 
could tarnish the win. “It’s around 
the ankle, Achilles area. He felt 
an awkward mechanism in there. 
You can see by the player and 
the man that he’s not the type to 
go off easy. He looks concerned 
about it and the medical staff 
seem concerned and that’s the 
reason why I’m worried about it.” 
Villa can expect to be without the 
29-year-old Brazil international for 
much of the season.  
(PA Media/DPA)

Injury blow for  
Aston Villa as Carlos 

ruptures Achilles

FIFA organised seminars for 129 match officials, on three continents; Seminars were held in Asunción, Doha, 
and Madrid, in May and June; The objective is to prepare referees to use technology only as a support

Coaches Tuchel and Conte charged by FA following touchline fracas
PA MEDIA/DPA

LONDON 

CHELSEA head coach Thomas 
Tuchel and Tottenham coun-
terpart Antonio Conte have 
been charged by the Football 
Association following their 
touchline fracas during Sun-
day’s Premier League draw.

The pair clashed twice 
at Stamford Bridge, causing 
two melees as tempers flared 
during a fiery London derby 
which saw Spurs snatch a 2-2 
draw with a last-gasp Harry 
Kane goal.

Both managers were 
booked for the first bust-up, 
then sent off at full-time when 

a niggly handshake sparked 
further ugly scenes.

The FA confirmed on Mon-
day that Tuchel and Conte now 
had a charge to answer.

“Thomas Tuchel and An-
tonio Conte have both been 
charged with a breach of FA 
Rule E3, following the Premier 
League fixture between Chelsea 
FC and Tottenham Hotspur FC 
on Sunday 14 August 2022,” 
the FA’s statement read.

“It is alleged that the be-
haviour of both managers was 
improper following the end 
of the fixture. Thomas Tuchel 
and Antonio Conte have until 
Thursday 18 August 2022 to 
provide their respective re-

sponses.” The PA news agency 
understands Tuchel could yet 

face further charges with the 
FA set to investigate the Ger-

man’s post-match comments 
as he claimed “maybe it would 
be better” for Anthony Taylor 
not to referee Chelsea again, 
with the Blues boss incensed 
that both of Spurs’ goals stood.

Kalidou Koulibaly volleyed 
home Marc Cucurella’s corner, 
before Pierre-Emile Hojbjerg 
hit back for Spurs.

Reece James fired home to 
put Chelsea back in front in the 
closing stages, only for Kane to 
nod home in the sixth minute of 
second-half added time.

Tuchel lamented both 
Spurs’ goals being allowed to 
stand, claiming Richarlison was 
offside for Hojbjerg’s effort.

The Blues were then left fu-

rious that Cristian Romero was 
not punished for pulling Cu-
curella’s hair, with a VAR check 
ruling out a red card but then 
not imposing any sanction.

More than 90,000 people 
have signed an online petition 
demanding Taylor be blocked 
from refereeing Chelsea again.

Chelsea supporters have 
long claimed an agenda from 
Taylor against them, and 
Tuchel did not dampen those 
flames when speaking after 
Sunday’s tetchy but compel-
ling draw.

Asked if he thinks Taylor 
should not referee Chelsea 
again, Tuchel replied on Sun-
day: “Maybe it would be bet-

ter, maybe it would be better.
“But honestly we also have 

VAR to help make the right 
decisions. Since when can 
players have their hair pulled, 
since when is that? And if he 
does not see it, I don’t blame 
him - I didn’t see it.

“But we have people at 
VAR who check this, and then 
you see it. And then what? And 
how can this not be a free-kick, 
and then a red card? How? 
And when it was put to him 
that he will most likely face a 
touchline ban for next week-
end’s Premier League trip to 
Leeds, Tuchel said: “So, good! 
I cannot coach but the referee 
can whistle the next game.”

Tottenham Hotspur’s Italian head coach Antonio Conte (R) and Chel-
sea’s German head coach Thomas Tuchel after the English Premier 
League match at Stamford Bridge in London on Sunday. (AFP)

96 Days to go

The first World Cup was in the 1950 when 
I was 9 or 10 years old.  When Brazil lost to 
Uruguay, I saw my father crying.  – PeleTUESDAY, AUGUST 16, 2022

QATAR’S GOLD-WINNING HANDBALL TEAM ARRIVES HOME TO A WARM WELCOME 

Qatar’s men’s handball team which won the gold medal at the Islamic Solidarity Games in Konya, Turkiye, on Sunday, was welcomed on arrival by officials and fans at the Hamad International Airport in Doha on Monday. Qatar beat hosts Turkey 26-23 in 
the final. Qatar are the only third country to win handball gold at the Games. Algeria won the gold in 2005 and Saudi Arabia won in 2017.
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LUSAIL Stadium – the venue 
for the FIFA World Cup final 
on 18 December – has achieved 
a five-star rating under the 
Global Sustainability Assess-
ment System (GSAS), which 
is administered by the Gulf 
Organisation for Research & 
Development (GORD).

The 80,000-capacity ven-
ue boasts a number of sustain-
ability features, including a 
state-of-the-art roof and water 
efficiency systems. The stadi-
um’s design is inspired by the 
interplay of light and shadow, 
based on the ‘fanar’ lantern, 
which illustrates the golden 
age of art and craftsmanship 
in the Arab and Islamic world.

Lusail achieved a five-

star rating for GSAS Design 
& Build and a Class A* rating 
for GSAS Construction Man-
agement. Executives from the 
Supreme Committee for De-
livery & Legacy received the 
certificates during a special 
event on Monday. The SC del-
egation included Eng. Ghanim 
Al Kuwari, Deputy Director 
General, Technical Services, 
Eng. Bodour Al Meer, Sustain-
ability Executive Director, and 
Jassim Al Jaidah, Sustainabil-
ity Communications Manager.

“This recognition from 
GORD is an important part of 
our FIFA World Cup journey,” 
said Al Kuwari. “Sustainability 
has been central to our plans 
from the start as we are deter-
mined to develop venues that 
boost local communities here 
in Qatar long after the tour-

nament. We are very proud to 
receive these awards and pay 
tribute to everyone involved 
in the construction of Lusail 
Stadium – an incredible venue 
that will host the biggest inter-
national football match on the 
planet – the FIFA World Cup 
final – later this year.”

One of Lusail Stadium’s 
most notable sustainability 
features is the roof, which is 
made from PTFE – a material 
that protects the stadium from 
warm wind, keeps out dust and 
allows in enough light for the 
pitch to grow while providing 
shade to reduce the burden on 
the stadium’s air conditioning.

“Achieving these top rat-
ings is testament to the hard 
work of the project team, which 
prioritised sustainability fea-
tures from the design phase all 
the way through to construc-
tion and operation,” said Al 
Meer. “In addition to the roof, 
the project site has conserved 
40% more water than conven-

tional stadium developments 
thanks to efficient fixtures and 
leak detection systems.”

Al Jaidah added: “We 
thank all our contractors and 
stakeholders for helping us to 
achieve this valuable award, 
which is yet another proud 
moment in our FIFA World 
Cup sustainability journey.”

After Qatar 2022, Lusail 
Stadium is set to host a num-
ber of civic facilities for the 
local community. Any seats 
removed from the venue could 
be donated to countries that 
lack sporting infrastructure.

Eight stadiums will host 
matches during Qatar 2022, 
which will take place from 20 
November to 18 December. 
Each venue has achieved a 
minimum four-star rating un-
der GSAS, which was adopted 
as a sustainability rating sys-
tem by FIFA and will ensure 
all tournament-related infra-
structure meets stringent en-
vironmental standards.

Sports 13Tuesday, August 16, 2022

Lusail Stadium earns five-star sustainability rating

The engineering marvel – Lusail Stadium – recently hosted the QNB Stars League derby between Al Arabi 
and Al Rayyan on August 11.

Lusail achieved a five-star rating for GSAS Design & Build and a Class A* rating for GSAS Construction Management. Executives from the Supreme Committee for Delivery & Legacy received the certificates during a special event on Monday. The Supreme 
Committee delegation included Eng. Ghanim Al Kuwari, Deputy Director General, Technical Services, Eng. Bodour Al Meer, Sustainability Executive Director, and Jassim Al Jaidah, Sustainability Communications Manager.

The 80,000-capacity venue will host 
FIFA World Cup final on Dec 18th

Wakrah beat Umm Salal 4-0 to go top

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
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AL Wakrah scored a thumping 
4-0 win over Umm Salal to go 
to of the QNB Stars League at 
the Al Thumama Stadium on 
Monday. The Blue Waves now 
have seven points from three 
matches.

The goals for Al Wakrah 
came in the fifth minute (Mo-
hamed Benyettou), 19th min-
ute (Ali Mohamed, own goal), 
and in the 28th and 58th min-
utes (Jacinto Dala).

Umm Salal, who had held 
Al Sadd to a 1-1 draw in their 
previous encounter, were 
done in by two big lapses in 
the defence in the early part of 
the first half from where they 
just could not recover.

Defender Ali Bazmande-
gan was at the receiving end as 
Al Wakrah made a telling start. 
In the first, Ali tried to deflect 
back an Al Wakrah cross to his 
goalkeeper Samy Beldi, but the 
ball bounced from his hands 
and a waiting Benyettou seized 
the chance to score.

The second goal was a re-
sult of Ali being caught off 
guard inside the box by Beny-
ettou whose powerful kick de-
flected off Ali’s foot and beat a 
stretched goalkeeper to his left.

The thrilling action for 
Al Wakrah continued with 
Mohamed Hassan heading 
a cross which too bounced 
out of the goalkeeper’s hands 
and this time a lurching Dala 
scored delightfully to make it 
3-0. Umm Salal made efforts 
to make amends in the second 
half, but did not succeed in 
making a breakthrough.

In the 55th minute, a long 
curling Umm Salal kick landed 

on top of the net of Al Wak-
rah’s goal. Minutes later, the 
action was back on the other 
side, with Benyettou and Dala 
working superbly in tandem by 
passing to each other through 
Umm Salal players inside the 
box before Dala did the need-
ful to score his second goal.

The biggest moment of the 
match for Umm Salal was in the 

20th minute of the match when 
their Uzbek star Sardor Rashi-
dov took a free-kick which had 
great power and precision mov-
ing into the top right corner of 
the net, but it was cut off equally 
well by Al Wakrah goalkeeper 
Saoud al-Khater. 

Qatar SC edge Sailiya 
Earlier, Qatar SC edged 

past Al Sailiya 2-1 at the Khali-
fa International Stadium.

Qatar SC star Sebastian 
Soria was involved in both 
goals, first assisting Anthony 
Okpotu to score (38th min-
ute), and later scoring off a 
penalty himself (54th minute).

The penalty was awarded 
when Sailiya’s Bilal Saidani 
handled the ball while tack-
ling a charging Badr Benoun 
inside the box. Sailiya pulled 
one back with an exciting play 
with their star winger Giannis 
Fetfatzidis making a brilliant 
backflip for Mohammed Mud-
dather to score with a fine fin-
ish (68th minute).

This was Qatar SC’s first 
three valuable points after 
having gone down to Al Arabi 
and scoring a draw against Al 
Markhiya in the first two games. 
Al Sailiya have finished on the 
other side of the result in two of 
their three games so far. But un-
like what the scoreline against 
Qatar SC would suggest, Al Sail-
iya fought hard especially in the 

final minutes of the match but 
were unlucky not to score.

In 90+1st minute, Saeed 
Eisa made a header which hit 
the ground only to rebound 
and fly past a flying goalkeep-
er Sataa al-Abassi to hit the 
right post and away. Another 
chance came Ahmed Men-
hali’s way through a long pass 
sailing into the box, but he 
failed to make good of it.

In the 82nd minute, Al 
Sailiya’s Carlos Strandberg’s 
header just missed the target 
past the left goal post. While 
both sides had equal posses-
sion, Qatar SC had more at-
tempts on target.

Their captain Soria was al-
most central to the big action 
and a big chance went abeg-
ging in the 56th minute when 
he had only the goalkeeper to 
beat but Soria could not reach 
the ball to connect for a header.

Soon, in the 59th minute, 
Soria’s header did not have 
enough power and went straight 
to the rival goalkeeper. Qatar 
SC had swung into big action 
straightaway in the fourth min-
ute of play when fed with a super 
cross, but Eisa Ahmad Palangi 
could not get a good hold on the 
ball when in front of the goal.

Two minutes later, Soria 
had his first shy on the goal but 
his kick went too far right of 
the goal post. In the 13th min-
ute, Al Sailiya’s Saad Al Sowan 
had a good chance but lost his 
foothold resulting in a feeble 
shot straight to the goalkeeper.

A minute later, Fetfa 
shaped threateningly inside the 
box, but the danger was averted 
by Qatar SC defenders. Mid-
way through the first half, Soria 
moved the ball centre of the box 
brilliantly but his left foot kick 
was well held by the goalie.

In the 26th minute, Qa-
tar SC’s Nasir Baksh made 
a strong run down the right 
to make a superb cross into 
the box, but Palangi failed to 
connect.

QNB STARS LEAGUE

Al Wakrah stars Mohamed Benyettou (left) and Gelson Dala celebrate their 4-0 win over Umm Salal at the 
Al Thumama Stadium on Monday. 

Qatar SC captain Sebatian Soria (centre) celebrates one of their two 
goals against Al Sailiya at the Khalifa International Stadium on Monday.

Qatar SC edge  
Al Sailiya 2-1  
for first win

Al Duhail’s Rabeh Yahya joined the team during a training session on 
Monday having completed his rehab.

Al Duhail, Al Rayyan 
in Week 3 clash today
TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK

DOHA

AL Duhail and Al Rayyan will 
be aiming for their first win 
when they clash at the Ahmad 
Bin Ali Stadium on Tuesday. 

Al Duhail and Al Rayyan 
are languishing in 10th and 
12th positions respectively af-
ter below-par performance in 
the first two matches. 

Duhail suffered a 2-4 de-
feat against Al Wakrah in the 
opening match, before be-
ing held by Al Ahli last week.  
Rayyan’s have lost both their 
match against Al Shamal and 
Al Arabi, the Lions’ squad 
missing many player including 
injured James Rodrigues. 

Going into the match, 
Duhail are the favourites but 
coach Hernan Crespo is wart 
of Rayyan. “Despite their 
loss in the first two matches, 
they’re a dangerous team. But 
we’re on the right path and if 
we keep working hard, wins 
will follow,” he said.

Rayyan coach Nicolas Cor-
dova was hoping for the first 

win. “In the past two matches, 
we weren’t lucky enough to 
win the points we deserved. 
Against Arabi, some small de-
tails made the difference. Our 
goal is now to win against Du-
hail,” he said.

In the other match of the 
day, leaders Al Arabi (six 
points), the only team to have 
won both their matches so far, 
take on Al Markhiya (four) at 
the Education City Stadium.

Off the field, the match 
would also be a battle between 
the national coaches Abdullah 
Mubarak of Al Markhiya, who 
is well known for his experience 
and for guiding the local players, 
and Al Arabi’s Younes Ali, who 
has proven to everyone with his 
abilities as a distinguished and 
talented coach having earlier ex-
celled as a player.

Both sides, however, will 
need to strengthen their ranks 
in the absence of top players. 
Al Arabi’s Mohamed Bader 
Sayyar has received a red card 
while Al Markhiya’s Ayoub 
Azzi suffered a similar conse-
quence against Qatar SC.



ANI
KINGSTON (JAMAICA)

A blistering 102-run 
opening wicket stand be-
tween Brandon King and 
Shamarh Brook guided West 
Indies to a win against New 
Zealand by eight wickets in 
the third T20I to prevent a 
sweep in the three-match se-
ries on Sunday.

Despite suffering a de-
feat against West Indies by 8 
wickets in the third and final 
match New Zealand clinched 

the T20I series 2-1. 
Chasing 146, right-hand-

er Brandon King (53) got 
the hosts off to a flyer on his 
return from injury, while fel-
low opener Shamarh Brooks 
(56*) played a more cautious 
role as the hosts put on 102 
for the opening wicket to 
leave New Zealand requiring 
a miracle.

Rovman Powell (27*) 
came in to guide the run 
chase home, with the stand-
in West Indies captain 
smashing Jimmy Neesham 

for six on the final delivery of 
the penultimate over to seal 
the contest.

Earlier opting to bat first, 
the New Zealand top-order 
made double-digit figures 
during their respective in-
nings, but only one batter 
scored more than 24 as the 
hosts’ excellent bowling re-
stricted visitors from scoring 
runs.

Glenn Phillips looked 
the best of the New Zealand 
batters, smashing 41 from 
just 26 balls to help the visi-
tors post a below-par score 
of 145/7 from their allotted 
20 overs. While New Zea-
land opener Martin Gup-
till only scored 15 before he 
was bowled by Akeal Ho-

sein, the veteran did enough  
to become the leading run-
scorer in the history of men’s 
T20I.

The decision by the West 
Indies to play two spinners 
proved crucial in the match, 
with Hosein bagging two 
wickets conceding 18 runs 
and Hayden Walsh (1/16) 
creating difficulties for bat-
ters to play big shots and 
pacer Odean Smith (3/29) 
reaping the rewards with 
career-best figures.

Scores: New Zealand 
145/7 (Glenn Phillips 41, 
Kane Williamson 24; Odean 
Smith 3-29) vs West Indies 
150/2 (Shamarh Brooks 56*, 
Brandon King 53; Ish Sodhi 
1-36).

Despite suffering a defeat against West Indies 
by 8 wickets in the third and final match New 
Zealand clinched the T20I series 2-1. 

Brandon King (L) and Sharmarh Brooks of West Indies during the third and final T20I against New Zealand at Sabina Park in Kingston, Jamaica, 
on Sunday. (AFP)

King, Brook partnership guides 
Windies to win against NZ

ANI
JOHANNESBURG

SOUTH African batter Faf 
Du Plessis will lead Johan-
nesburg Super Kings in the 
inaugural T20 League by 
Cricket South Africa (CSA) 
set to start from next year 
onwards.

As per ESPNCricinfo, the 
franchise has picked up Du 
Plessis as one of its five direct 
signings for US$375,000. 
The franchise is owned by 
Chennai Super Kings Sports 
Limited, the owners of the 
Indian Premier League (IPL) 
franchise Chennai Super 
Kings. The side has also ac-
quired the services of Moeen 
Ali (for $400,000). Du Ples-
sis has represented CSK in 
100 matches in two stints, 
first from 2011-15 then 2018-
21. Moeen had also joined 
CSK in 2021.

The Johannesburg fran-
chise has also picked up 
another CSK 2022 player, 
Maheesh Theekshana (for 
$200,000), a Sri Lankan off-
spinner. It has also picked 
up West Indies allrounder 
Romario Shepherd (for 
$175,000) and South African 
pacer Gerald Coetzee (for 
$50,000), with the pacer be-
ing a development player.

The coaching staff of 
the franchise also involves 
old men from CSK. Stephen 
Fleming will serve as its head 
coach, with Eric Simons as 
his assistant coach.

The franchise is also 
on verge of signing former 
South African all-rounder 
Albie Morkel, who repre-
sented CSK from 2008-2013.

England players are dom-
inating the marquee players 

list, with stars Jos Buttler 
and Liam Livingstone stand-
ing to earn up half a million 
dollars each. Moeen is the 
third most expensive on the 
list. He has signed up for 
UAE’s International League 
T20 as well. There is no clar-
ity if he will feature in CSA’s 
league or that of UAE as both 
will run more or less concur-
rently in January-February 
2023.

The six franchises are al-
lowed direct signing from a 
list of 30 marquee players 
which CSA finalised recent-
ly. They are allowed to have a 
squad strength of 17 players. 

They will pick the re-
maining twelve players at 
auctions scheduled for Sep-
tember 20 this year. All fran-
chises have been given an 
auction purse of $2 million, 
but the maximum salary de-
ducted as per the rules will 
be $250,000. Players get-
ting more than this amount 
will be paid in full but the 
amount exceeding $250,000 
will be counted as a market-
ing cost.

Faf du Plessis and Stephen 
Fleming having been at Chennai 
Super Kings for a long time.

Du Plessis to lead 
Johannesburg 
Super Kings, 
Fleming to serve 
as head coach

Ian Chappell 
calls time on 
commentary 
career

ANI
MELBOURNE 

AUSTRALIAN cricket legend 
Ian Chappell has decided to 
end his 45-year-long stunning 
commentary career.

The 78-year-old former 
Australia skipper is globally 
known for his intelligent views 
on the game and his straight-
forward manner of telling 
about them. Chappell became 
a part of a distinctive voices 
team that backgrounded 
broadcasts of Australian crick-
et for more than three decades, 

alongside Richie Benaud, Bill 
Lawry and Tony Greig.

“I remember the day when 
I knew I’d had enough of play-
ing cricket. I looked at the 
clock and it was five past 11 
on a day of play and I thought, 
‘S**t, if you’re clock-watching 
at that time, I have to go,’ ESP-
Ncricinfo quoted Ian Chappell 
as saying.

“So when it comes to com-
mentary, I’ve been thinking 
about it. I had a minor stroke 
a few years back and I got off 
lucky. But it just makes eve-
rything harder. And I just 
thought with all the travel and, 
you know, walking upstairs 
and things like that, it’s all just 
going to get harder” he added.

“Then I read what Rab-
bits [legendary rugby league 
commentator Ray Warren] 
said with retirement and it re-
ally struck home when I read 
the bit where he said, ‘you’re 
always one sentence closer to 
making a mistake,” Chappell 
further added.

ANI
HARARE

INDIA held its first practice 
session in Harare ahead of 
their three-match ODI series 
against Zimbabwe, which 
will start from August 18 on-
wards. Players like Shubman 
Gill, Deepak Chahar, Prasidh 
Krishna, Mohammed Siraj 
were seen sweating it out in 
the nets. “Hello from Harare 
#TeamIndia | #ZIMvIND,” 
tweeted BCCI.

The series is set to start 
from August 18 onwards and 
will go on till August 22.

The All-India Senior Se-
lection Committee has ap-
pointed KL Rahul as the cap-
tain of the side and named 
Shikhar Dhawan as his dep-
uty.

Earlier, Shikhar Dhawan 
was supposed to lead the side 

touring Zimbabwe. But after 
KL Rahul has been cleared, 
the right-hander has been 
made the captain and Dha-
wan as his deputy.

Earlier on July 30, the 
Indian squad touring Zimba-
bwe for a three-match ODI 
series was announced.

Senior players like Virat 
Kohli, Rishabh Pant and Jas-
prit Bumrah were not includ-
ed in the squad.

Rahul Tripathi, who rep-
resents Sunrisers Hyderabad 
in Indian Premier League, 
was included in the ODI 
squad after his solid perfor-
mance in the 2022 edition. In 
14 games, he scored 413 runs 
at an average of 37.55 and 
hit three fifties. He was the 
second-highest run-getter for 
his side.

All-rounder Washington 
Sundar and bowler Deepak 

Chahar have also made a re-
turn to the side after battling 
injuries.

The coaching staff for 
India’s tour of Zimbabwe, 
which consists of three ODIs, 

has been revealed. India leg-
end and current head of the 
National Cricket Academy 
(NCA) VVS Laxman will as-
sume the role of the head 
coach for the tour of Zimba-

bwe.
Rahul Dravid has been 

given a break ahead of Asia 
Cup which commences on 
August 27. India’s campaign 
begins with the much-antic-

ipated clash against Pakistan 
on August 28.

India’s batting coach 
Vikram Rathour and bowling 
coach Paras Mhambrey will 
be on a break, with Hrishi-
kesh Kanitkar and Sairaj Ba-
hutule filling in for them.

Zimbabwe has also an-
nounced its squad for the 
series. The original captain 
of Zimbabwe Craig Ervine is 
still out of the squad due to 
a hamstring injury and will 
miss the ODI series against 
India with Regis Chakabva, 
who lead Zimbabwe to a 2-1 
ODI series triumph against 
Bangladesh, continuing to 
lead the side.

Fast bowlers Blessing Mu-
zarabani and Tendai Chatara 
continue to remain on the 
sidelines in the series against 
India too. The left-arm spin-
ner Wellington Masakadza 

will miss the series due to a 
shoulder injury.

India squad for 3 ODIs: 
KL Rahul (captain) Shikhar 
Dhawan (vice-captain), Ru-
turaj Gaikwad, Shubman 
Gill, Deepak Hooda, Rahul 
Tripathi, Ishan Kishan (wick-
et-keeper), Sanju Samson 
(wicket-keeper), Washington 
Sundar, Shardul Thakur, Kul-
deep Yadav, Axar Patel, Avesh 
Khan, Prasidh Krishna, Mohd 
Siraj, Deepak Chahar.

Zimbabwe ODI squad: Re-
gis Chakabva (c), Tanaka Chi-
vanga, Bradley Evans, Luke 
Jongwe, Ryan Burl, Innocent 
Kaia, Kaitano Takudzwa-
nashe, Clive Madande, Wes-
ley Madhevere, Tadiwanashe 
Marumani, John Masara, 
Tony Munyonga, Richard 
Ngarava, Victor Nyauchi, Si-
kandar Raza, Milton Shumba 
and Donald Tiripano.

India sweat it out at nets ahead of first ODI against Zimbabwe

Indian cricket team players at the Harare Sports Club in Zimbabwe. (PIC: BCCI)

 Ian Chappell

SA captain Elgar puts forward a challenge for England batters

ANI
LONDON

SOUTH Africa Test skipper 
Dean Elgar has played down 
the hype around England’s 
new batting approach in the 
format under head coach 
Brendon McCullum.

Elgar has stressed that 
he has “absolutely no inter-
est” in the way England have 
reformed their Test batting 
ahead of the Test series be-
tween the sides in an interview 
with a leading UK newspaper. 
England, whose batting has 
undergone an astonishing 
metamorphosis with McCul-

lum taking over the coaching 
role, is set to host South Africa 
for three Tests this summer, 
with the first Test to be played 
at Lord’s on August 17.

They come off the back of 
a 3-0 drubbing of New Zea-
land and a victory in the one-
off Test against India - a con-
tinuation of the series played 
in 2021 - in the last couple of 
months.

However, Elgar is unper-
turbed by the talk around 
Bazball, the reformed bat-
ting mantra, and has in fact 
thrown an open challenge for 
England’s batters.

“I think it can go one of two 
ways for them and it can go 
south very quickly. Their own 
coach doesn’t even like the slo-
gan they’ve come up with. I’d 
like to see them do it against 
our seamers, “ Elgar said.

South Africa, however, 

have issues in the fast bowl-
ing department with Duanne 
Olivier ruled out with a muscle 
tear and Kagiso Rabada still 
recovering from injuries to 
ligaments in his left ankle dur-
ing the T20Is against England.

Olivier was the pick of 
South Africa’s quicks in the 
pre-series warm-up match 
against England Lions, which 
South Africa lost by an innings 
and 56 runs.

The upcoming Test series 
is a part of the ICC World Test 
Championship, where South 
Africa are currently the top-
per with a win percentage of 
71.43%.

England, meanwhile, have 
won just five of their 16 Test 
matches this cycle and are sev-
enth in the points table. But 
four of those five wins have 
come in the last four Tests 
they played.

South Africa’s captain Dean Elgar takes part in a practice session at Lord’s cricket ground in London on Monday ahead of South Africa’s first 
Test against England. (AFP)

England-SA first 
Test at Lord’s 
from Wednesday
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SHEER DELIGHT

Pablo Carreno Busta of Spain jumps up in the air as he celebrates his victory against Hubert Hurkacz of Poland in the final round during Day 9 of the National Bank Open at Stade 
IGA in Montreal, Canada, on Sunday. Pablo Carreno Busta defeated Hubert Hurkacz 3-6, 6-3, 6-3. (GETTY IMAGES/AFP)

Carreno-Busta mounts comeback to 
stun Hurkacz in Canadian Open final

AGENCIES/ATP
MONTREAL

PABLO Carreno-Busta came 
back from a set down to mount 
a superb comeback against 
Hubert Hurkacz and win the 
first ATP 1000 event of his ca-
reer on Sunday.

The Spaniard became the 
first unseeded player to win 
the tournament since Guilher-
mo Canas in 2002 after weath-
ering an early storm to shock 
the eighth seed 3-6, 6-3, 6-3.

Having come through a 
gruelling semi-final encounter 
with Dan Evans to reach his 
first ATP 1000 final in singles, 
the Tokyo 2020 bronze med-
allist struggled to deal with his 

opponent’s impressive slew of 
aces in the first set, and saw 
his serve broken in the sixth 
game.

But a ruthless start to the 
second set saw Carreno-Busta 
break early, racing out to a 3-0 
lead and holding his nerve to 
keep the gap to his Polish op-
ponent, who was chasing a 
second ATP 1000 crown.

World number 10 Hurkacz 
attempted to rally with a fine 
start to the third set, but an-
other loss of serve effectively 
stalled his momentum and 
Carreno-Busta was able to 
take the victory.

The result marks a much-
needed boost for Carreno-Bus-
ta, who suffered first-round 

exits at the French Open and 
Wimbledon after making the 
last-16 in Australia, with the 
U.S. Open set to start later this 
month.

“It’s an amazing feeling to 
be a Masters 1000 winner,” he 
said post-match. “It’s the best 
title of my career for sure and I 
don’t know how I’m feeling in 
this moment.

“I know that during all the 
week we worked very hard, 
also the weeks before. It’s very 
important to be very positive 
all the time. It’s not my best 
season this year. I lost some 
matches that probably other 
seasons I didn’t lose, but I just 
tried to continue believing in 
my team, in myself and in my 

game.”
The 31-year-old worked his 

way into the final by dialling 
up his aggression and lock-
ing in on return to control the 
last two sets. After being gifted 
a momentum-shifting break 
early in the second set, Car-
reno Busta earned his break-
through in the third game of 
set three as he closed in on the 
milestone win. 

He sealed victory in style, 
converting on his third break 
point of the match at the Na-
tional Bank Open Presented 
by Rogers.

“I lost the first set, just one 
break, but you know when you 
play against these kinds of 
players who have a really good 

serve it’s really tough to be 
there,” he assessed. “But I just 
continued believing because I 
know that I was playing better 
and better. I tried to be aggres-
sive with my serves and I could 
make two breaks, enough to be 
a winner.”

The title is a reward for a 
stellar week for the former 
World No. 10 which included 
straight-sets upsets against 
Matteo Berrettini and Jannik 
Sinner before his final victory 
against the eighth seed. With 
six wins this week, Carreno 
Busta improved to 28-17 on 
the season as he claimed his 
first title of the season. He is 
the sixth Spaniard to win an 
ATP Tour title this year.

Simona Halep of Romania celebrates her victory over Beatriz Haddad 
Maia of Brazil following the singles final of the National Bank Open, 
part of the Hologic WTA Tour, at Sobeys Stadium in Toronto, Ontario, 
Canada, on Sunday. (Getty Images/AFP) 

Halep gets all 
A’s in return  

to Top 10

WTA

AT the start of the 2022 sea-
son, Romanian Simona Halep 
confessed she had one foot out 
the door toward retirement 
after her bad-luck campaign 
in 2021, where injuries ended 
her 373-week run in the Top 
10. But she felt reinvigor-
ated after pairing with Patrick 
Mouratoglou in the spring and 
the results, while not immedi-
ate, were strong. It was clear 
Halep was building something 
big. 

Before Toronto, Halep 
had already made the semi-
finals or better at six tourna-
ments, including Wimbledon 
last month. The stars finally 
aligned in Toronto, where she 
scored two strong back-to-
back wins against Coco Gauff 
and Jessica Pegula to make 
her second final of the season. 
Halep then used her experi-
ence to grind down Beatriz 
Haddad Maia in the final. 

The Canadian Open is now 
Halep’s most successful tour-
nament. It’s the only one she 
has won three times. She has 
now won it in both host cit-
ies, in Montreal and Toronto. 
But perhaps most meaningful 
for Halep, 30, is the boost into 
the Top 10 on Monday, nearly 
a year since she fell out. Halep 
is now firmly positioned her-
self for a qualifying run to the 
WTA Finals, rising to No.4 in 
the Porsche Race.

Haddad Maia’s run to a 
WTA 1000 final didn’t come 
out of nowhere. She was argu-

ably the most successful player 
during the grass-court season, 
winning her first two WTA ti-
tles in back-to-back fashion, in 
Nottingham and Birmingham, 
and following it up with a run 
to the Eastbourne semifinals. 
Since the start of June, only 
Caroline Garcia has won more 
matches than she has. 

But it was the way Haddad 
Maia asserted herself in To-
ronto that inspired belief the 
26-year-old Brazilian is here 
to stay. En route to the biggest 
final of her career, Haddad 
Maia defeated French Open 
semifinalist Martina Tre-
visan, US Open finalist Ley-
lah Fernandez, World No.1 
Iga Swiatek, reigning Olympic 
champion Belinda Bencic and 
former No.1 Karolina Pliskova.
Women Singles Top Ten: 1. Iga 
Swiatek (POL), 2. Anett Kon-
taveit (EST), 3. Maria Sakkari 
(GRE), 4. Paula Badosa (ESP), 
5. Ons Jabeur (TUN), 6. Si-
mona Halep (ROM), 7. Aryna 
Sabalenka (BLR), 8. Jessica 
Pegula (USA), 9. Garbine Mugu-
ruza (ESP), 10. Daria Kasatkina 
(RUS).

Notable Numbers
185: Wins for Simona Halep at 
the WTA 1000 level, the most 
by active players on tour. 
18: Number of WTA 1000 finals 
Halep has contested, tying her 
with Serena Williams for the 
most on tour.
38: Match-wins for Halep in 
2022, the second most on tour. 
Only No.1 Iga Swiatek has tal-
lied more (48).

Simona Halep returns to the Top 10 this week after cap-
turing the Toronto title, her second title of the season. 
With titles in 2016 and 2018, it is the first time Halep 

won three championships at the same tournament

Murray makes British Davis Cup 
squad as Draper misses out

(PA MEDIA/DPA)
LONDON

ANDY Murray has been in-
cluded in Britain’s Davis Cup 
team for the group stage of the 
competition in Glasgow next 
month but there is no place yet 
for rising star Jack Draper.

Murray joins Cameron 
Norrie, Dan Evans and world 
doubles number one Joe 
Salisbury in the line-up for 
Britain’s matches against the 
United States, Kazakhstan and 
the Netherlands at Glasgow’s 
Emirates Arena.

Twenty-year-old Draper 
has surged from outside the 
top 250 to 55 in the rankings 
this season but Murray, who is 
eight places higher, was given 
the nod on Monday to provide 
singles competition to Wim-
bledon semi-finalist Norrie 
and 23rd ranked Evans.

A fifth player will be added 
later, giving Draper further 
chance to stake his claim along 
with doubles specialist Neal 
Skupski, who won his sixth 
title of the season with Dutch 
partner Wesley Koolhof in 
Montreal on Sunday.

Murray will play in the 
competition for the first time 
since 2019 having missed the 
most recent edition last No-
vember, when Britain lost to 
Germany in the quarter-finals.

He is guaranteed a hero’s 
welcome at home, with Britain 
playing their matches on Sep-
tember 14, 16 and 18.

“It’s always special play-

ing in a Davis Cup tie in front 
of a home crowd,” said the 
35-year-old. 

“Some of the best mo-
ments of my career have come 
representing my country in 
the Davis Cup so to be a part 
of the team again means a lot.

“Obviously it’s exciting 

that the competition is return-
ing to Glasgow. 

“We’ve had some brilliant 
results there in the past and 
this is another chance for us 
to create even more history. 
We’ve got a strong team and 
we’ll be giving everything we 
can to get the win for the fans 

and book our place in the fi-
nals.” 

The latest incarnation of 
the historic competition sees 
four cities hosting groups of 
four teams each, with the top 
two in each pool progressing 
to a last-eight shoot-out in 
Malaga in November.

Andy Murray of Great Britain is introduced before his match against Stan Wawrinka of Switzerland during the 
Western & Southern Open at the Lindner Family Tennis Center in Mason, Ohio, on Monday. (Getty Images/AFP) 

Vandeweghe 
defeats Pera  

to clinch  
Concord 125 

crown
ANI

CONCORD (MASSACHUSETTS) 

WILDCARD CoCo Van-
deweghe ended No.2 seed Ber-
narda Pera’s 16-match win-
ning streak in the final of the 
Thoreau Tennis Open to cap-
ture the WTA 125 title.

Vandeweghe produced a 
stunning performance to de-
feat Pera 6-3, 5-7, 6-4. Van-
deweghe landed 12 aces in 
total and was not broken until 
the penultimate game of the 
second set. In the decider, Pera 
twice got back on serve from 
a breakdown, only for Van-
deweghe to inch ahead again.

Vandeweghe clinched the 
title with a break, grasping her 
first championship point with 
a hefty backhand return that 
drew the error from Pera.

Vandeweghe came into 
Concord ranked No.192, with 
her best win in 2022 being a 
quarterfinal run in Charleston.

Her title run also featured 
a victory over No.1 seed Clara 
Tauson 7-5, 3-6, 6-4 in the quar-
terfinals, and a fellow former 
Top 20 player in Wang Qiang 
6-4, 6-3 in the semi-finals.

Nadal, Alcaraz to play in  
US Open charity event

The USTA has announced “The 
Tennis Plays for Peace Exhibi-
tion”, an event to be held on 
Ukraine Independence Day, 24 
August, to benefit the people of 
Ukraine under the Tennis Plays 
for Peace programme.
Stars participating in the event 
include Rafael Nadal, Carlos 
Alcaraz, Felix Auger-Aliassime, 
Taylor Fritz, Matteo Berrettini, 
John McEnroe, Coco Gauff, 
Leylah Fernandez, Iga Swiatek, 
Jessica Pegula and Victoria 
Azarenka. They will play a series 
of singles and mixed doubles 
matches inside Louis Armstrong 
Stadium from 7 to 9 p.m.
Tennis Plays for Peace, which 
is comprised of tennis’ govern-
ing bodies and the Grand Slam 
events, has raised more than 
$1 million in humanitarian aid 
and the USTA expects to raise 
at least $2 million more during 
the US Open.
“The US Open is a stage that 
attracts millions of passionate 
fans, and it is incumbent upon 
us to help guide this passion 
to help those who desperately 
need it,” said USTA Chairman of 

the Board and President Mike 
McNulty. “This is a vitally im-
portant cause, and I’m proud of 
the way in which our sport has 
rallied together to lend a much-
needed hand to our friends in 
Ukraine. I’m likewise proud that 
we are able to use the global 
platform of the US Open to 
enhance the giving effort, and I 
urge everyone to do all they can 
to help us show the people of 
Ukraine that we stand with them 
in their time of need.”
Tickets for “The Tennis Plays 
for Peace Exhibition”, which are 
on sale online with all proceeds 
going to GlobalGiving, the inter-
national non-profit identified by 
Tennis Plays for Peace. 
The event will be hosted by 
ESPN’s Patrick McEnroe, and 
ESPN will make The Tennis 
Plays for Peace Exhibition avail-
able on ESPN+. The official 
domestic broadcaster of the 
US Open also will provide the 
program to the US Open’s world 
feed, and the event will stream 
on USOpen.org.
The main draw of the US Open 
begins on 29 August. (ATP)
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Renowned vaccine experts 
to speak at QF’s WISH 2022

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

SOME of the world’s leading experts 
on vaccines will discuss vaccine in-
novation at this year’s World Innova-
tion Summit for Health, taking place 
in Doha, Qatar, in a hybrid format 
(physical and virtual attendance) from 
October 4 to 6, 2022.

Dr Soumya Swaminathan, Chief 
Scientist at World Health Organiza-
tion (WHO); Dr Jerome Kim, Director 
General of the International Vaccine 
Institute (IVI); and Professor Dame 
Sarah Gilbert, Professor of Vaccinol-
ogy at the University of Oxford and co-
founder of Vaccitech, are among those 
who will take the stage throughout the 
three-day event. 

The panellists will explore the role 
of innovation in developing COVID-19 
vaccines, and the impact this will have 
on the development of vaccines that 
work against new COVID variants, as 
well as other viral infectious diseases.  

Traditionally it takes around 10 
years – from Phase 1 testing to ap-
proval – for a new drug to reach the 
market. The COVID-19 pandemic 
turned this timeline on its head, with 
multiple vaccines receiving emergen-
cy use approval in a fraction of this 
time. Professor Sarah Gilbert was at 
the forefront of this achievement and 
is credited with saving millions of 
lives, having co-developed the Oxford 
AstraZeneca COVID-19 vaccine, one 
of the first vaccines made available for 
use around the world, with more than 
two billion doses having been distrib-
uted to at least 170 countries.

Dr Swaminathan, a paediatrician 
and globally recognized researcher on 
tuberculosis and HIV, has 30 years 
of experience in clinical care and re-

search and has worked throughout 
her career to translate research into 
impactful programmes. At WHO, she 
ensures that the organisation stays 
ahead of the curve and leverages ad-
vances in science and technology for 
public health and clinical care, and is 
able to translate new knowledge into 
meaningful impact on population 
health worldwide.

A medical doctor by training, Dr 
Kim is a recognised leader in HIV re-
search and vaccine development. He 
has been listed among the 50 most 
influential persons in vaccines and 
led the US Army’s RV144 HIV vaccine 
trial in Thailand, the first demonstra-
tion that a HIV vaccine could prevent 
human infection. During his tenure, 
IVI had a hand in the development of 
the oral cholera vaccine. 

“At WISH, we recognize the 
profound negative physical and 
psychological effects on health 
posed by issues such as pandem-
ics, and believe that dialogue be-
tween stakeholders, practitioners 
and policymakers, as well as inno-
vation, are essential in mitigating  
future health emergencies,” said 
Sultana Afdhal, CEO of WISH. 

“Over the past couple of years, we 
have all been reminded of just how vi-

tal vaccine research and development 
is, and why innovation in this area 
is fundamental to safeguarding the 
health of populations. We are honored 
to host the world’s brightest minds 
in vaccine innovation at WISH 2022, 
and we look forward to hearing them 
share their knowledge and learnings 
from responding to the COVID-19 
pandemic.”

Each of the topics discussed at 
WISH 2022 is underpinned by an ev-
idence-based policy report – drafted 
under the direction of a Forum Advi-
sory Group made up of global health 
experts – that offers concrete policy 
recommendations. The WISH Vac-
cine Innovation Forum will release a 
report around the summit to review 
the enablers of pharmaceutical inno-
vation, from advancements in tech-
nology to operational excellence and 
clinical trial design, and provide policy 
recommendations to build on this 
progress for future vaccines.

WISH, Qatar Foundation’s global 
health initiative, is committed to gath-
ering healthcare experts, policymak-
ers and innovators to unite in the 
goal of building a healthier world. For 
more information on WISH and to 
register your interest in attending the 
summit, visit www.wish.org.qa.

Dr Jerome Kim Prof Dame Sarah Gilbert Sultana Afdhal

DFC joins Mowasalat to support education ministry’s ‘Back to School’ campaign 

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

DOHA Festival City (DFC), 
‘Qatar’s one and only choice for 
shopping, dining and entertain-
ment’, has launched an excit-
ing new addition to its Back to 
School Campaign, in coopera-
tion with the Ministry of Edu-
cation and Higher Education 
and Mowasalat (Karwa). Under 
the slogan ‘With knowledge we 
build Qatar’, the Ministry of Ed-
ucation and Higher Education is 
all set to launch its annual cam-
paign “Back to School” for the 
academic year 2022-23.  

DFC General Manager Rob-
ert Hall said: “We are very happy 
to join hands with the Ministry 
of Education and Higher Educa-
tion and Mowasalat to celebrate 
the start of another promising 
school year and ease the transi-
tion back to school. We planned 
our Back to School celebrations 
to build up the excitement and 

readiness for students’ return 
to their educational pursuits. At 
Doha Festival City, we continu-
ously support governmental and 
non-governmental initiatives 
that promote education, health, 
and sustainability in our com-
munity through our #Festival-
Cares programme.”

Omar Al Yafei, director of 
the Public Relations and Com-
munication Department at 

the Ministry of Education and 
Higher Education, stressed the 
ministry’s focus on children 
and new students with the aim 
of supporting them through re-
moving psychological barriers, 
and preparing them to enter 
schools, following the slogan 
of “With Knowledge, We Build 
Qatar”. 

He added that the ministry 
is also educating students about 

their safety while commuting 
on buses and promoting values 
of cooperation and working to-
gether in school activities. He 
extended his appreciation for 
Mowasalat and DFC for their 
cooperation to make this cam-
paign a success.

The ministry’s campaign 
targets kindergarten and school 
students and aims at promoting 
awareness on safe commute to 

school. A special pavilion has 
been set up with a wide range of 
activities such as face painting, 
drawing and colouring, as well 
as a station for video games. In 
addition, there is a widescreen 
displaying tips and general in-
structions on school bus safety 
and etiquette. The campaign is 
being held at the Axis Node near 
South Food Court from August 
13 to 20, from 3 pm to 9 pm.

The Ministry of Education 
and Higher Education’s annual 
“Back to School” event is one of 
the most important campaigns 
organized by the ministry for 
students and their guardians. 
The objective of the campaign 
is to revive the ties between 
students and their schools and 
to prepare students psychologi-
cally and mentally to return to 
school with a positive mindset 

to enjoy a fun and productive 
academic journey. The cam-
paign also plays an important 
role in reducing feelings of 
anxiety and fear in new-coming 
students - especially students at 
the early education stage who 
require continuous support, 
awareness, and encourage-
ment during their first years of 
schooling.

This cooperation builds on 
DFC’s Back to School campaign 
launched on July 24 and going 
on until August 20.  The mall’s 
Back to School campaign fea-
tures two stations designed to 
give parents and schoolchildren 
a taste of the new school year. 
“Festival Academy”, located at 
Centre Court features a wide 
range of edutainment options 
for adults and children; while 
the “Customisation Station” 
located at the Entertainment 
Node allows children to custom-
ise their school supplies to their 
unique tastes.

HBKU Maker Majlis feted for receiving 
Sheikh Hasina Youth Volunteer Award

 TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

MAKER Majlis, a platform within 
the College of Islamic Studies (CIS) 
at Hamad Bin Khalifa University 
(HBKU), was invited to a special 
award ceremony earlier in August 
at the Embassy of Bangladesh to 
formally recognise its impact on the 
lives of youth, for which it received 
the Sheikh Hasina Youth Volunteer 
Award last year.

Maker Majlis won the Middle 
East’s ‘Best Innovative Idea’ cat-
egory, which aimed to “recognise 
individuals and organisations that 
have developed the most innova-
tive and creative voluntary initia-
tives in the fight against the COV-
ID-19 pandemic”.

Ambassador of Bangladesh to 
Qatar HE Mohamed Jashim Uddin 
and Third Secretary Mohamed Na-
shir Uddin presented Maker Majlis 
with a crest and certificate of ap-
preciation on behalf of the Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs, which co-hosted 
the Sheikh Hasina Youth Volun-
teer Awards with the Ministries of 
Youth and Sports and Cultural Af-

fairs. The initiative was organized 
under the auspices of the “Dhaka 
Organization of Islamic Coopera-
tion (OIC) Youth Capital 2020.”

Maker Majlis was specifically 
recognised for the impact it has 
made in the lives of youth by em-
powering them to embody the Sus-
tainable Development Goals (SDGs) 
through various events and activi-
ties. During the pandemic, a robust 
program of virtual initiatives such 
as “Design Post-COVID Human-
ity” and “Schifa” provided youth all 
over the world with an educational 
journey to assist them in creating 
a roadmap for a fairer, more inclu-
sive, and sustainable humanity.

Representing CIS at the Em-
bassy event was Dr M Evren Tok, 
Assistant Dean for Innovation and 
Community Development and 
Founder of Maker Majlis, along 
with Dr Syed Nazim Ali, Director of 
the Research Division and Director 
of the Center for Islamic Econom-
ics and Finance (CIEF), Dr Mustafa 
Osman I Elamin, Professor of Islam 
and Global Affairs, Bayan Khaled, 
Research Fellow, and Alina Zaman, 
Research Assistant.

Dr Ibrahim M Zain, Interim 
Dean of CIS, commented: “We are 
honoured by this recognition for 
Maker Majlis. Amid the challenges 
of COVID-19, youth bore much of 
the impact of social isolation dur-
ing lockdowns. Our virtual pro-
grams sought to keep them con-
nected and to find ways to keep 
channeling their abilities to create 
social change. Through Maker Ma-
jlis, the spirit of the Sheikh Hasina 
Youth Volunteer Award, with its 
aim to recognise the resolve and 
determination of young volunteers 
across the globe, will be carried 
forward.”

Maker Majlis is a space where 
young leaders can get the education 
and tools they need to unleash their 
creativity, innovative ideas, and Is-
lamic values while also contributing 
to the SDGs’ success. Throughout 
the year, workshops, educational 
programs, and events are held in 
collaboration with local, regional, 
and global organizations.

Please visit cis.hbku.edu.qa for 
more information on Maker Majlis 
and the College of Islamic Studies 
programmes.

A wide range of activities available for mall visitors targeting students to help children and parents to usher in the new school year with confidence

Attiyah attends inauguration of Qatari Typhoon aircraft
QNA 

LONDON

DEPUTY Prime Minister and Minister of State for Defence 
Affairs HE Dr Khalid bin Mohammed Al Attiyah and Sec-
retary of State for Defence of the United Kingdom Ben Wal-
lace attended the inauguration ceremony of the Qatari Ty-
phoon aircraft at Warton airbase in the United Kingdom.

The ceremony marked the launch of the Qatari Ty-
phoon aircraft which were received as per the agreed 
schedule. The aircraft will be delivered to Qatar this month 
and will start operation by providing support during the 
FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022.

The inauguration ceremony was attended by Ambas-
sador of Qatar to the United Kingdom HE Fahad bin Mo-
hammed Al Attiyah, Commander of Qatar Amiri Air Force 
Major-General (Pilot) Jassim bin Mohammed Ahmed Al 
Mannai, Qatar’s Military Attache in the United Kingdom 
Brigadier-General Staff Ali Mohamed Al Fadala, Com-
mander of the Air Combat Command of Qatar Amiri Air 
Force Brigadier-General (Pilot) Mohammed Abdullah Al 
Dosari, and senior officers in Qatar Armed Forces. 

The Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of State for 
Defence Affairs Dr. Khalid bin Mohammed Al Attiyah also 
held a meeting with the British Defence Secretary.

During the meeting, they discussed a number of top-
ics of mutual interest and reviewed aspects of the bilateral 
cooperation and the ways to strengthen them. The meet-
ing was attended by Commander of Qatar Amiri Air Force 
Major-General (Pilot) Jassim bin Mohammed Ahmed Al 
Mannai, Ambassador of Qatar to the United Kingdom HE 
Fahad bin Mohammed Al Attiyah, Qatar’s Military Attache 
in the UK Brigadier-General Staff Ali Mohamed Al Fadala 
and a number of senior officers in Qatar Armed Forces.


