
WITH the kick-off to the 
global showpiece FIFA 
World Cup Qatar 2022 

fast approaching, here is a look 
at one key player from each of 
the six Asian teams who have 
qualified for Qatar 2022. 

AARON MOOY (AUSTRALIA) 
Age: 31; Position: Central 
Midfielder; Caps: 52; Goals: 8; 
Club: Glasgow Celtic (SCO)
Goals may not be Aaron Mooy’s 
forte but there is no denying the 
quality and diff erence he brings 
to Australia. Having joined Glas-
gow Celtic just before the new 
season kicked off , Australia 
will be hoping Mooy gets regular 
game time with the Scottish 
champions in the buildup to 
Qatar 2022, with the Socceroos 
having been drawn in a tough 
Group D alongside defending 
champions France, Tunisia and 
Denmark. Mooy was a key figure 
for Australia in the AFC Asian 
Qualifiers and subsequent play-
off matches against UAE and 

Peru and barring the unexpect-
ed, will surely be in the starting 
lineup when the Socceroos open 
their campaign against France 
on November 22.

ALMOEZ ALI (QATAR) 
Age: 26; Position: Forward; 
Caps: 64; Goals: 30; Club: Al 
Duhail (QAT)
Almoez Ali lit up the AFC Asian 
Cup UAE 2019 with a record-
breaking 9 goals and the Al Duhail 
SC captain will be expected to 
play a pivotal role in Qatar’s FIFA 
World Cup debut. Ali has contin-
ued to grow since UAE 2019 and 
has relished the opportunities 
presented as Qatar have trot-
ted the globe to prepare for the 
FIFA World Cup on home soil. He 
marked his appearances in the 
2019 Copa America, 2021 Con-
cacaf Gold Cup and the UEFA FIFA 
World Cup 2022 Qualifi ers with 
goals and will be counted on to 
fi nd the back of the net against 
Ecuador, Senega and Netherlands 
in Group A of Qatar 2022.

JUNYA ITO (JAPAN) 
Age: 29; Position: Right Winger; 
Caps: 36; Goals: 9; Club: Stade 
de Reims (FRA) 
In a squad brimming with talent, 
Junya Ito’s crucial goals helped 
Japan bounce back following 
a diffi cult start to their AFC 
Asian Qualifi ers - Road to Qatar 
campaign. The right winger, who 
has recently joined French side 
Stade de Reims, scored in the 
wins against Vietnam, Oman, 
China PR and Saudi Arabia as 
Japan sealed a seventh suc-
cessive appearance at the FIFA 
World Cup Finals. Having seen 
their Russia 2018 campaign 
end in the Round of 16, Japan 
will need Ito to be at his best 
with former champions Germany 
and Spain as well as Costa Rica 
their Group E opponents.

SARDAR AZMOUN (IRAN) 
Age: 27; Position: Forward; 
Caps: 62; Goals: 40; Club: 
Bayer Leverkusen (GER)
If there is one thing that Iran 

are flush with, it has to be their 
array of attacking talent but 
there is no disputing the extra 
that Sardar Azmoun brings to 
the side. He has been at the 
forefront of Iran’s challenge in 
recent years and playing in Eu-
rope has seen Azmoun improve 
with every passing season. Now 
with German club Bayer Lev-
erkusen after a hugely success-
ful five seasons with Russian 
champions Zenit St Petersburg, 
Azmoun will be a key player in 
Iran’s bid to advance from Group 
B with England, Wales and the 
United States in their way.

SON HEUNG-MIN (S KOREA) 
Age: 30; Position: Forward; 
Caps: 104; Goals: 33; Club: 
Tottenham Hotspur (ENG) 
The talisman of the South Korea 
team, Son Heung-min will carry 
a huge burden on his shoulders 
in his third FIFA World Cup ap-
pearance. The captain of the 
squad, Son will be determined 
to reproduce the form which 

saw him emerge top scorer in 
the 2021-22 English Premier 
League, the fi rst Asian player 
to do so. South Korea will be 
equally hopeful that Son can 
power the team past Uruguay, 
Ghana and Portugal into the 
knockout stage, having last 
made the Round of 16 in 2010.

SALEM AL DAWSARI  
(SAUDI ARABIA) 
Age: 31; Caps: 53; Goals: 14; 
Club: Al Hilal SFC (KSA) 
Scorer of the winner in the 
2-1 victory over Egypt in the 
2018 FIFA World Cup, Salem Al 
Dawsari’s importance to Saudi 
Arabia is immeasurable. The Al 
Hilal star brings calmness and 
steel to an exciting Saudi Arabia 
side who will be aiming to carry 
their Asian qualifi ers into the 
FIFA World Cup. With Argentina, 
Poland and Mexico waiting for 
the Green Falcons in Group C, 
Al Dawsari will be counted on 
to steer them into the knockout 
stage. (the-afc.com)

97 Days to go

You have to show up in the World Cup, 
and in the World Cup anything can 
happen.  – Lionel MessiMONDAY, AUGUST 15, 2022

QATAR WIN HANDBALL GOLD AT 5TH ISLAMIC SOLIDARITY GAMES 

The Qatari handball team is seen with HE Jassim Rashid Al Buenain, Secretary-General of the Qatar Olympic Committee, posing with their gold medals at the Islamic Solidarity Games in Konya, Turkiye, on Sunday. Qatar defeated hosts Turkey 26-23 to 
clinch handball gold medal. Asian champions Qatar led 14-10 at the half-time. Qatar are the third country to win the handball gold at the Games. Algeria won the gold in 2005 and Saudi Arabia won in 2017.

Who’d emerge as 
the dark horse  
at Qatar 2022?

CROATIA was less than sev-
en years old as independ-
ent nation when France 

’98 kicked off.
The fact that this fledg-

ling and, at the time, war-
ravaged country of just four 
million people was even rep-

resented on the global stage 
was impressive enough. But 
the team in the red-and-white 
chequered shirts had grander 
ambitions than simply taking 
part.

They knew that, in the 
likes of Znonimir Boban, Rob-

ert Prosinecki and Davor Su-
ker, they boasted some of the 
most talented players at the 
tournament. 

They proved it too in 
brushing aside Jamaica, Ja-
pan and Gheorghe Hagi’s Ro-
mania en route to an unfor-
gettable quarter-final meeting 
with Germany.

Few thought them capable 
of challenging the three-time 
champions. No-one foresaw 
the Vatreni inflicting Germa-
ny’s heaviest World Cup de-
feat in four decades by racking 
up three unanswered goals. 
“That,” said Boban, “was the 
match of our lives.”

Edged out by an unlikely 
Lilian Thuram brace in the last 
four, Croatia would nonethe-
less go on to claim bronze by 
beating a star-studded Neth-
erlands side in the play-off for 
third place. 

“We made history,” said 
Suker, who returned home 
with the adidas Golden Boot 
after a six-goal campaign. 
“Coming third was incredible 
for a country with four million 
inhabitants that suffered so 
much in the war.” (FIFA+)

Al Wakrah hope to overcome  
injury worries against Umm Salal
TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK

DOHA

BEING held to a draw after 
their flourishing start to the 
new QNB Stars League season, 
Al Wakrah are now battling in-
jury issues ahead of their third 
round clash against Umm Salal 
to be played at the Al Thumama 
Stadium at 7.35pm on Monday.

The Blue Waves (Al Wak-
rah) are looking to bounce 
back after their 1-1 draw 
against Al Gharafa. Al Wah-
rah had scored over Al Duhail 
4-2 in the first round and have 
four points to their tally and 
are currently second with four 
points in the standings behind 
leaders Al Arabi (6).

Al Wakrah coach Marquez 
Lopez, on the eve of the match, 
said, “After the Al Gharafa 
game, we haven’t had much 
time to prepare. We will be 
without six of our players due 
to injuries while Mohamed Be-
nyettou has registration issues. 
I hope he is ready because he’s 
an influential player.”

Although Umm Salal are 
down the table being ninth, 
they gained a point against Al 
Sadd through their 1-1 draw in 
the second round. 

Al Wakrah and Umm 
Salal’s matches are always 

keenly fought and the last 
season both teams exchanged 
wins in exciting contests.

Umm Salal coach Wesam 
Rizk said: “We showed our 
fighting spirit against Al Sadd 
to snatch a point and are de-
termined to present a strong 
challenge against Wakrah.”

Rizk is counting on the 
group to come good despite 
the absence of Abdullah Khafi-
fi, who received a red card in 
their last match with Al Sadd. 

Qatar SC aim to bounce 
back against Al Sailiya
In the other third round match 

on Monday, Qatar Sports Club 
play Al Sailiya at 5:25pm at the 
Khalifa International Stadium 
on Monday hoping to make 
amends.

Qatar SC lost to Al Arabi 
in the first round 2-0 and also 
saw striker Sebastian Soria be-
ing handed a red card.

In the second round, Qatar 
SC went down to Al Markhi-
ya despite leading by a goal, 
scored off a penalty kick by 
their newcomer Badr Benoun, 
till the final minutes. 

Qatar SC coach Youssef 
Safri stressed that his team 
will fight to bounce back with 
a win against Al Sailiya.

 “I have great confidence in 
the players and their ability to 
make a difference and achieve 
victory over Al Sailiya, espe-
cially since everyone is aware 
of the responsibility and is 
keen to earn winning points,” 
said Safri ahead of the match.

Al Sailiya coach Sami Tra-
belsi, said, “A tough clash 
awaits us against Qatar SC. 

“Against Al Shamal we 
made a comeback after being 
down by a goal and we went on 
to win 2-1 which is a positive 
and lifts the morale in terms of 
team’s fighting spirit and the 
players’ determination to fight 
for a win.”

Mercurial Almoez among six Asian stars to watch out for at Qatar 2022
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Stoppage-time header from Kane 
earns Tottenham point at Chelsea

PA MEDIA/DPA
LONDON 

THOMAS Tuchel and Anto-
nio Conte were both sent off 
at full-time as Harry Kane 
snatched Tottenham a 2-2 
Premier League draw at Chel-
sea on Sunday.

England captain Kane was 
anonymous until burying a 
header from an added-time 
corner, to leave honours even 
in a tempestuous London 
derby at a sweltering Stamford 
Bridge.

Tuchel and Conte were 
both booked after Piere-Emile 
Hojbjerg slotted Spurs’ first 
goal, and the two managers 
were given their marching or-
ders after the final whistle by 
referee Anthony Taylor.

The two bosses twice 
clashed heads, first on the 
touchline then on the field 
at the final whistle, in what 
proved an unwanted post-
script to a high-quality and 
high-octane contest.

Reece James thought he 
had settled the argument with 
a cool finish on a baking west 
London day, slotting home 
after Raheem Sterling’s fine 
pass.

Kalidou Koulibaly con-
jured a thunderous volley 
from Marc Cucurella’s corner 
to hand Chelsea the 1-0 half-
time lead.

Conte confronted Tuchel 
in the aftermath of Hojbjerg’s 
controversial equaliser as ten-
sions and tempers spilled over.

Chelsea were left incensed 
that referee Taylor waved 
away the Blues’ appeals for a 
foul when Rodrigo Bentancur 
tackled Kai Havertz.

Tottenham powered up-
field and scored from the same 
play, but crucially shortly con-
ceded possession.

Jorginho had the chance 
to clear, but was robbed in his 
own box and Hojbjerg angled 
home a neat leveller.

Blues boss Tuchel remon-
strated with fourth official Pe-
ter Bankes as it became clear 
Hojbjerg’s effort would stand.

Former Chelsea manager 
Conte raced in and the pair 
briefly touched heads, and 
then both benches piled in to 
a messy melee.

Tuchel, his assistant 
Zsolt Low and Conte were all 
booked for their aggressions, 
but after all the fuss, the goal 
was awarded.

Chelsea set back to their 
task and James delivered a 
fine goal, only for Kane to pop 
up with his sole meaningful 
contribution of a tough after-
noon.

Tuchel and Conte shook 
hands walking in opposite 
directions at the final whistle, 
and when neither man re-
fused to let go another clash 
ensued.

Taylor dismissed both men 
to add an ugly postscript on a 
relentless, engrossing contest.

Tottenham Hotspur’s English striker Harry Kane (C) heads home their late second goal during the English Premier League match against Chel-
sea at Stamford Bridge in London on Sunday. The match ended in a 2-2 draw. (AFP)

Tottenham Hotspur’s Italian head coach Antonio Conte (R) and Chelsea’s German head coach Thomas 
Tuchel (L) shake hands then clash after the match at Stamford Bridge in London on Sunday. (AFP)

Nottingham Forest’s English goalkeeper Dean Henderson (R) reacts 
having saved a penalty kick from West Ham United’s English midfield-
er Declan Rice (L) during the English Premier League football match 
between Nottingham Forest and West Ham United at The City Ground 
in Nottingham, central England, on Sunday. (AFP)

Nottingham Forest 
score over West Ham, 
their first EPL home 

win in 23 years
PA MEDIA/DPA

LONDON 

NOTTINGHAM Forest won 
their first Premier League 
home game for 23 years with 
a 1-0 success over West Ham 
on Sunday.

The City Ground had not 
hosted a top-flight match since 
1999 and Taiwo Awoniyi en-
sured it was a winning home-
coming for Forest with his 
first-half goal.

The striker, who un-
til Saturday night was the 
club’s record signing this 
summer, bundled home 
from close range to become 
the first Forest player to 
score a Premier League goal 

since Chris Bart-Williams 
all those years ago.

It got them up and running 
after defeat at Newcastle on 
the opening weekend and, on 
this evidence, Steve Cooper’s 
men are going to be a welcome 
addition to the top-flight.

However, they did have 
goalkeeper Dean Henderson 
to thank for keeping the three 
points as he saved Declan 
Rice’s second-half penalty.

He also made several other 
saves while Pablo Fornals and 
Said Benrahma both hit the 
underside of the crossbar for 
the luckless Hammers, with 
the latter also seeing an open-
ing goal ruled out by VAR in 
the first half.

Forest fans celebrate their opening goal during the English Premier 
League match against West Ham United at The City Ground in Not-
tingham, central England, on Sunday. (AFP)

De Gea vows to get Manchester United 
back on track after horror start

PA MEDIA/DPA
LONDON 

DAVID De Gea insists Man-
chester United’s players are 
working hard to put their hor-
ror start to the season behind 
them.

The Red Devils slumped to 
the foot of the Premier League 
for the first time in 30 years 
after the embarrassing 4-0 de-
feat at Brentford.

Even new manager Erik 
Ten Hag questioned his 
players’ hunger as he sifted 
through the wreckage of back-
to-back losses.

As a result it is understood 
a planned day off for the play-
ers - who do not play again un-
til a week on Monday at home 
to arch-rivals Liverpool - was 
cancelled on Sunday.

Goalkeeper De Gea front-
ed up to the TV cameras to 
apologize for his role in Brent-
ford’s first two goals.

He later spoke to the club 
website and vowed that the 
players would “put our lives” 
on turning things around - 
starting with a visit from Liv-
erpool a week on Monday.

“It’s difficult to be hon-
est,” said the Spaniard. “It’s 

still tough moments. I say this 
many times, but I know the 
lads, and everyone is working 
hard.

“I’m working hard, the 
manager’s working really 
hard, so that’s the beginning.

“We made a big change so 
these are just the first games. 
We need to improve a lot, 
listen to what the manager 
wants and of course start to 
win games.

“It doesn’t matter who we 
play against. We need to pre-
pare for the game very well. 
We have a long week.

“It’s going to be tough of 

course, after this defeat. But 
let’s put our lives in training, 
put our lives on the games, 
and let’s play for the badge 
and our pride.” 

De Gea let Josh Dasil-
va’s long-range shot squirm 
through his hands for the 
opener and his ill-advised 
pass to Christian Eriksen gift-
ed Mathias Jensen number 
two.

Ben Mee headed in the 
third after United failed to 
deal with a corner and Bryan 
Mbeumo hit a slick fourth 
from Ivan Toney’s ball, all in 
the first 35 minutes.

Manchester United’s Spanish goalkeeper David de Gea (R) reacts as Brentford’s Danish midfielder Mathias Jensen (L) shoots to score their 
second goal during the English Premier League match at Brentford Community Stadium in London on Saturday. (AFP)

Paris Saint-Germain’s French head coach Christophe Galtier (2nd R) reacts during the French L1 football 
match between Paris-Saint Germain (PSG) and Montpellier Herault SC at The Parc des Princes Stadium in 
Paris on Saturday. PSG won 5-2. (AFP)

Neymar scores twice as Galtier 
maintains PSG’s winning start
STATS PERFORM/DPA

BERLIN 

NEYMAR scored twice as Par-
is Saint-Germain made it con-
secutive wins to start the Ligue 
1 season with an emphatic 5-2 
victory over Montpellier at the 
Parc des Princes on Saturday.

The champions started 
their title defence with a 5-0 
win against Clermont last 
weekend in Christophe Galti-
er’s first league game in charge, 
and they followed that up with 
a ninth success in their past 10 
league games against Mont-
pellier, despite a penalty miss 
from Kylian Mbappe midway 
through the first half.

The France international 
made amends soon after when 
his cross was turned into his 

own net by Falaye Sacko, before 
Neymar doubled the hosts’ ad-
vantage from a second penalty 
of the game.

Neymar and Mbappe scored 
either side of Wahbi Khazri’s 
goal for the visitors, while there 
were late efforts from debutant 
Renato Sanches and Montpel-
lier’s Enzo Tchato Mbiayi.  PSG 
squandered a golden chance to 
take a 23rd-minute lead as Jo-
nas Omlin pawed away Mbap-
pe’s penalty after Jordan Ferri 
had handled in the area.

Omlin twice denied Lionel 
Messi soon after, but he was 
beaten six minutes before the 
interval when Sacko diverted 
Mbappe’s low cross into his 
own net. Neymar made it 2-0 
four minutes later with a cool 
spot-kick following another 

handball in the area, this time 
from the hapless Sacko.

A second arrived for Ney-
mar in the 51st minute, the 
Brazil international sneaking in 
ahead of Omlin to head home 
Achraf Hakimi’s deflected cross.

Montpellier pulled one 
back seven minutes later when 
Khazri slotted in after Gianluigi 
Donnarumma had pushed Sepe 
Elye Wahi’s effort into his path.

Mbappe opened his account 
for the season with an instinc-
tive effort at the back post, be-
fore Sanches, who joined from 
Lille earlier this month, bundled 
into the net a minute after com-
ing off the bench. Tchato rifled 
past Donnarumma with almost 
the last kick of the game, but it 
scarcely mattered to a PSG side 
who look in fine shape.
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Halep battles past Maia to claim Toronto title
WTA

TORONTO

SIMONA Halep prevailed over 
first-time WTA 1000 finalist 
Beatriz Haddad Maia to win 
her third National Bank Open 
title, and the 24th Hologic 
WTA Tour singles title of her 
career.

Former World No.1 Ha-
lep stamped her return to the 
Top 10 with authority, as the 
Romanian claimed the title at 
the National Bank Open pre-
sented by Rogers for the third 
time in her career on Sunday.

The 2016 and 2018 cham-
pion Halep ended the run of 
first-time WTA 1000 finalist 
Beatriz Haddad Maia of Brazil 
in the championship match, 
prevailing 6-3, 2-6, 6-3 af-
ter an intense 2 hours and 16 
minutes to capture her 24th 
career Hologic WTA Tour sin-
gles title.

With her latest victory in 
Canada, Halep has won a tour-
nament three times for the 
first time in her career. How-
ever, this is Halep’s first tri-
umph in Toronto – her previ-
ous National Bank Open titles 
came at the Montreal site.

WTA 1000 expert: Ha-
lep has 185 match-wins at 
WTA 1000 tournaments, more 
than any other player. She has 
reached 18 WTA 1000 finals, 
tied with Serena Williams for 
the most finals since this level 
was introduced in 2009.

But this was Halep’s first 

WTA 1000 final since she won 
the 2020 Rome title just under 
two years ago. Despite that 
gap, Halep proved her experi-
ence at that level was second 
to none, holding off the surg-

ing Haddad Maia and improv-
ing to 3-1 against the Brazilian.

Tale of the match: In the 
closely-contested affair, Halep 
had two fewer winners than 
Haddad Maia, but she also 

had four fewer unforced errors 
despite nine double faults. 
Halep gritted out the victory 
after converting five of her 10 
break points; Haddad Maia 
was 4-for-9.

Simona Halep of Romania reacts against Beatriz Haddad Maia of Brazil during the singles final of the Na-
tional Bank Open, part of the Hologic WTA Tour, at Sobeys Stadium in Toronto, Ontario, Canada, on Sunday. 
Halep won 6-3, 2-6, 6-3.  (Getty Images/AFP)

Bayern Munich tame Wolfsburg 
to return to top of Bundesliga

DPA
BERLIN 

FIRST-HALF goals from Ja-
mal Musiala and Thomas Mül-
ler took Bayern Munich back 
to the top of the Bundesliga 
on Sunday thanks to a rou-
tine 2-0 victory over visiting 
Wolfsburg.

Musiala fired home the 
opener in the 33rd minute and 
the alert Müller deflected in a 
second shortly before the in-
terval.

Bayern survived a lucky es-
cape early on when Alphonso 
Davies turned the ball onto his 
own post but soon took con-
trol and were denied further 
goals by the offside flag on 
three separate occasions.

Borussia Dortmund had 
gone top of the table by win-
ning 3-1 at Freiburg on Friday 
but Bayern have now gone 
back above their rivals, the 
only other side with a perfect 
record, on goal difference ear-
ly in their bid for an 11th con-
secutive title.

Wolfsburg, coached by for-
mer Bayern boss Niko Kovac, 
may wonder how things would 
have turned out had Davies’ 
attempted clearance found the 
net rather than the outside of 
the post in just four minutes.

They have one point from 
two games.

Slowly but surely Bayern 
took control and Mane was 
denied a first goal in Munich 

by the flag when he turned in 
from close-range.

The breakthrough was 
merely delayed till Musiala 
took Müller’s pass and though 
fouled regained his footing to 
score from outside the box.

Müller himself doubled the 
advantage in the 43rd minute 
by turning Joshua Kimmich’s 

shot past the wrong-footed 
Koen Casteels.

Dayot Upamecano 
and Mane had celebrations 
cut short by marginal, though 
correct, offside decisions after 
the restart and Casteels saved 
the rest of what was thrown at 
him to keep the score respect-
able.

Elsewhere Mainz and Un-
ion Berlin shared the spoils 
in a low-key 0-0 draw to each 
stay unbeaten in sixth and fifth 
respectively.

Both started with opening 
day wins but largely cancelled 
each other out in a game of few 
clear cut opportunities.

The hosts went closer to 

snatching all three points 
when Lee Jae Sung’s long-
range chip almost caught out 
keeper Frederik Rönnow while 
late on Marlon Mustapha went 
on a fine solo run only to poke 
wide.

Union threatened only 
with half-chances but did 
enough to merit a point.

Bayern Munich’s team reacts after the German first division Bundesliga football match between FC Bayern Munich and VfL Wolfsburg in  
Munich, southern Germany on Sunday. (AFP)

SHIHAN MIRZA GAZANFAR AWARDS DAN AND HIGHER KYU GRADES TO KARATEKAS 

Shotokan Karate Ryu organized grading test of its junior and senior groups on Friday. Official examiner was Shihan Mirza Gazanfar Ali Baig and it was coordinated by Shaista Hussain, Maryam Baig and Henna Jamal. The instructor and examiner of junior 
group was Shabana Riaz and among the participants were: Lamar Joumaa, Rajih Assaf, Jad Assaf, and Matteo Artin they were promoted to (6th kyu orange belt), Taher Kadarsh and Rayyan Assaf were promoted to (7th Kyu Yellow belt). Among senior 
contestants were: AbdulAziz Zaram Shah who was awarded (2nd Dan Black Belt), Mirza Yousef M. Baig, Shabana Riaz and Imran Ismail Dhondne were awarded (1st Kyu Brown Belt), Etakkandy Rafi gained (3rd Kyu purple Belt), Atif Ayub was promoted to 
(5th kyu Green Belt) and Jazeel K. Veettil was promoted to (7th Kyu Yellow belt). There was a stretching challenge among both groups and Lamar Joumaa won the contest, she split her legs 180 degree and got the gold medal.

 Quick read

AMSTERDAM: The Netherlands on Sunday announced a 15-mem-
ber squad for the upcoming three-match ODI series against Paki-
stan at home.Pakistan arrived in the Netherlands on Saturday and 
will play three ODIs from August 16, 18 and 21. All three matches 
will be played at the Hazelaarweg Stadium in Rotterdam. This 
series forms part of the ICC ODI Super League and the teams will 
have the opportunity to secure points to be one of the top seven 
teams, excluding hosts India, to gain automatic qualification for 
the 2023 ICC Men’s Cricket World Cup. The crucial Super League 
series will commence in Rotterdam on Tuesday, with the Nether-
lands handing a recall to experienced wicketkeeper-batter Wesley 
Barresi at the age of 38. Baressi last represented the Netherlands 
in international cricket in June 2019 but earns a call-up with a host 
of first-choice players away in England participating in The Hundred. 
Netherlands squad: Scott Edwards (c), Musa Ahmad, Shariz Ahmad, 
Wesley Barresi, Logan van Beek, Tom Cooper, Aryan Dutt, Arnav 
Jain, Viv Kingma, Ryan Klein, Bas de Leede, Teja Nidamanuru, Tim 
Pringle, Max O’Dowd and Vikram Singh. (ANI)

Netherlands name 15-member squad  
for ODI series against Pakistan

Laxman appointed India’s 
coach for Zimbabwe Tour

ANI
NEW DELHI 

THE coaching staff for India’s 
tour of Zimbabwe, which con-
sists of three ODIs, has been 
revealed. India legend and 
current head of the National 
Cricket Academy (NCA) VVS 
Laxman will assume the role 
of the head coach for the tour 
of Zimbabwe.

Rahul Dravid has been giv-
en a break ahead of Asia Cup 
which commences on August 
27. India’s campaign begins 
with the much-anticipated 
clash against Pakistan on Au-
gust 28. India’s batting coach 
Vikram Rathour and bowling 
coach Paras Mhambrey will 

be on a break, with Hrishikesh 
Kanitkar and Sairaj Bahutule 
filling in for them.

Laxman acted as the head 
coach during India’s tour of 
Ireland in Dravid’s absence 
followed by one T20I match 
against England in Southamp-
ton and was flanked by Bahutle 
and Sitanshu Kotak. This will 
be Kanitkar’s first internation-
al assignment in a coaching ca-
pacity. He was the head coach 
of the U19 World Cup-winning 
Indian team earlier this year.

India will play three ODIs 
between 18 to 22 August 
against Zimbabwe at the Ha-
rare Sports Club, which will be 
part of the ICC Cricket World 
Cup Super League.

TOP 10 BECKONS: After just over a year outside the Top 10, two-time Grand Slam 
champion Halep is projected to rocket from No.16 to No.6 on Monday’s rankings.  
The return to the topmost echelon is a reward for a stellar 2022, where Halep has 
won 38 matches, second only to World No.1 Iga Swiatek’s 49 match-wins for the year.

NADAL, SERENA HOLD COURT

Right: Rafael Nadal 
of Spain fields ques-
tions from the media 
during the Western 
& Southern Open at 
Lindner Family Ten-
nis Center in Mason, 
Ohio, on Sunday. 
(Getty Images/AFP)

Above: Fans look 
on as Serena 
Williams of the US 
practices during 
the Western & 
Southern Open at 
the Lindner Family 
Tennis Center in 
Mason, Ohio, on 
Sunday. 


