
QATAR Development Bank 
(QDB) and Qatar Research 
Development and Innovation 
(QRDI) Council have signed 
a Memorandum of Under-
standing (MoU) to enhance 
their strategic cooperation 
and support the national 
entrepreneurial ecosystem.

The agreement aims to 
open up new opportunities 
for entrepreneurs, in addi-
tion to supporting research, 
development and innovation 
in emerging ventures, QDB 
said in a release on Sunday. 
With a focus on empowering 
start-ups in the country, the 
two parties will inaugurate 
their cooperation by launch-
ing an SME Product Man-
agement Bootcamp.  
 — PAGE 2

QDB-QRDI deal 
to open up more 
opportunities for 
entrepreneurs

QATAR’S National Cyber Se-
curity Agency (NCSA) checks 
and evaluates all technical 
designs, programs and apps 
linked to the FIFA World Cup 
2022 to safeguard the tour-
nament from cyber attacks, 
its President Abdulrahman 
bin Ali Al Farahid Al Malki 
has said.

The agency will ensure 
that all cyber security pre-
conditions are met before 
the kick off, he said while 
addressing local media in 
Doha on Sunday

Malki said the agency 
was prepared to offer 
“optimum cyber security 
systems” nationwide during 
World Cup.  — PAGE 2

Cybersecurity 
beefed up ahead 
of World Cup

Ministry of Labour launches new e- services
TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK

DOHA

THE Ministry of Labour has 
launched of a new set of e-ser-
vices on its digital platform as 
part of its Digital Transforma-
tion plan to achieve operational 
excellence and enhance end-
user satisfaction. 

This includes services to 
make requests to modify the 
location of recruitment office 
and to extend a general work 
license (extension of QID valid-
ity date).

The request to extend a gen-
eral work license allows an es-
tablishment to extend employ-

ee work permits (QIDs) with 
the ministry online, without 
the need to submit documents 
manually or make in-person 
visits to offices. The approval 
will be granted online, and the 
requesting establishment and 
employee will be notified elec-
tronically as well.

The request to modify the 
location of recruitment of-
fice allows an establishment 
to request for their recruit-
ment office to be moved from 
its current location to another 
location of choice, subject to 
venue verification. The request 
can be submitted, reviewed, 
and approved by the Ministry 

online, with the requesting es-
tablishment notified automati-
cally about the decision.

The launch of these new 
e-services package, the third 
of its kind, is part of the minis-
try’s plan to provide all services 
in an electronic and paperless 
manner, relying on modern 
digital solutions to achieve this 

objective. The ministry’s Digital 
Transformation Management 
Unit is working on developing, 
updating and offering nearly 80 
electronic services and transac-
tions during the coming pe-
riod, as the transaction will be 
completed without the need to 
visit the ministry’s building or 
service offices or submit paper 
documents.

The Digital Transformation 
Management Unit has adopted 
the “Agile solution delivery” 
framework, making the Min-
istry of Labour one of the first 
governmental organizations 
in Qatar to adopt such move, 
enabling to launch new services 

and updates frequently. This 
will allow the beneficiaries to 
access new digitally enabled 
services every 6 to 8 weeks.

The Ministry of Labour is 
working on developing a com-
prehensive digital platform to 
host all e-services it provides 
and is coordinating with the 
various authorities involved to 
ensure appropriate integrations 
and optimized delivery to en-
hance the quality of services and 
improve end user satisfaction.

It should be noted that the 
Ministry of Labour currently 
provides more than 50 digital 
services through its website 
mol.gov.qa.

More US lawmakers visit 
Taiwan days after Pelosi trip

AGENCIES

A US delegation of lawmak-
ers has arrived in Taiwan for 
a two-day visit during which 
they will meet President Tsai 
Ing-wen – the second high-
level group to come amid 
continued military tensions 
with the island’s giant neigh-
bour, China.

Beijing, which claims 
democratically governed 
Taiwan as its own territory, 
has held major military ma-
noeuvres around the island 

to express its anger at this 
month’s visit to Taipei by 
United States House Speaker 
Nancy Pelosi.

The de facto US embassy 
in Taipei on Sunday said the 
delegation is being led by 
Senator Ed Markey, who is 
accompanied by four other 
lawmakers on what it de-
scribed as part of a larger vis-
it to the Asia-Pacific region.

Taiwan’s presidential 
office said the group would 
meet Tsai on Monday  
morning.  — PAGE 5

QNA
DOHA

FIFTY hotels will open in Qa-
tar in the next few months as 
the country prepares for an 
unprecedented influx of tour-
ists for the FIFA World Cup 
2022.

Qatar Tourism said this 
augurs well for the country’s 
hospitality industry, which is 
already on the road to recov-
ery. The occupancy rates of 
hotels in the first half of 2022 
were virtually back to the pre-
pandemic levels — 3.1 million 
hotel nights have been sold in 
the first six months of 2022, 
compared to 3.2 million hotel 
nights in the same period of 
2019. So far this year, Qatar 
has received 729,000 visitors, 
19 percent more than the ar-
rivals in all of 2021.

Qatar Tourism said a com-
bination of factors contributed 
to increasing the number of 
visitors to the country, espe-
cially various exhibitions and 
sporting events such as the 
Doha Jewellery and Watches 
Exhibition, the Formula 1 Qa-
tar Grand Prix and the FIFA 
Arab Cup 2021 Qatar.

Qatar Tourism confirmed 
to Qatar News Agency (QNA) 
that the football’s showcase 
event would indubitably en-
hance the country’s position 
as a tourist destination glob-
ally, especially since the Mid-
dle East is hosting the compe-
tition for the first time ever. 

It added that expectations 
for the 2022 edition to be the 
biggest World Cup ever have 
prompted Qatar Tourism to 
continue working with its 
partners to develop its ser-
vices, tourist experiences, and 
recreational activities to fulfil 
the visitors’ expectations , es-
pecially since they can become 
tourist ambassadors for the 
destination by sharing their 
journey to Qatar with their 
friends and families during 
this tournament.

The accomplishments 
made by Qatar in this regard 
were suitably acknowledged 
when His Highness the Amir 
of the State of Qatar Sheikh 
Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani 
was awarded the Arab Tour-
ism Necklace of Excellent 
Class from Arab Tourism.

Experts and economists 
confirmed that Qatar’s host-
ing of the World Cup would 
evidently enhance the position 
of the country on the global 
tourism map as the country 
embraces mega projects and 
infrastructure.

Qatar Tourism also re-
viewed with (QNA) the tour-
ism strategy set by Qatar, 
which intends to increase the 
number of visitors to six mil-
lion annually by 2030. It also 
explained the methodology 
of achieving this objective by 
adopting a multi-faceted ap-
proach to further promote the 
tourist destination, in addition 
to boosting cooperation with 
the partners both in public 
and private sectors.

50 hotels to open 
as Qatar gears up 
for tourist influx
‘WC to boost Qatar’s profile as a global tourist destination’

IMF expects Qatar’s budget 
surplus to grow 57.6% in 2023

QNA
DOHA

THE International Monetary 
Fund (IMF) expects Qatar’s 
budget surplus to grow 57.6 per-
cent in 2023 to QR70.3 billion, 
compared to QR44.6 billion fore-
cast for 2022.

The IMF’s staff reports esti-
mated Qatar’s expenditures for 
2023 would be relatively stable 
at QR236 billion, compared to 
QR235.4 billion in 2022. Qatar’s 
fiscal budget set the price of oil at 
an average price of $55 a barrel. 
Expenditures were set at QR204 billion compared to revenues of QR196 billion, a deficit of 
QR8 billion.

The IMF forecast the country’s revenues to rise 9.4 percent to QR306.3 billion, compared 
with QR280 billion forecast for 2022. The increase was driven primarily by growth in invest-
ment income from public enterprises from QR82.3 billion expected in 2022 to QR121.4 billion 
next year. IMF also expects Qatar to generate QR54 billion from oil and QR73.3 billion from 
LNG in revenues in 2023.

The state’s budget recorded a surplus of QR 13.6 billion, thanks to growth in the oil sector.

Nubian heritage festival in Katara
THE Cultural Village Founda-
tion (Katara) will host the 
Nubian heritage festival on 
Monday, in collaboration with 
the Sudanese embassy in 
Qatar.

The two-day festival intends 
to highlight the Nubian herit-
age in the arts, music, song, 

fashion, and poetry, particularly 
because the Nubian heritage 
is considered a vital integral 
part of the heritage of several 
Arab and African peoples due 
to its unique cultural charac-
teristics. The first day of the 
festival will include a series of 
programmes.  — PAGE 4
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AMIR HONOURS OUTGOING SERBIAN ENVOY

HIS Highness the Amir of the State of Qatar 
Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani met with 
outgoing Serbian Ambassador HE Jasminko 
Pozderac, in Amiri Diwan on Sunday morn-
ing.  

The Amir granted the Serbian ambas-
sador Al Wajbah Decoration in appreciation 
of his role in enhancing bilateral relations 

between Qatar and Serbia. The Amir wished 
him success on his future tasks, and the 
bilateral relations between the two countries 
further progress and prosperity.

The envoy expressed his gratitude and 
appreciation to the Amir and Qatari officials 
for their cooperation that contributed to the 
success of his work in the country. (QNA)

This includes services to 
make requests to modify 
the location of recruitment 
office and to extend a gen-
eral work license (exten-
sion of QID validity date)
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The Amir His Highness Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani met with Ambassador of Sweden to Qatar HE Anders Bengtcen, who called on HH the Amir on the occasion of the 
end of his tenure in the country at his Amiri Diwan office on Sunday. HH the Amir wished the ambassador success in his future missions and further progress in the relations 
between the two countries. For his part, the ambassador thanked HH the Amir and the State’s officials for the cooperation he received that contributed to the success of his 
work in the country. (QNA)

AMIR MEETS AMBASSADOR OF SWEDEN

National Cyber Security Agency reviews 
efforts to keep Qatar’s cyberspace safe

QNA 
DOHA

PRESIDENT of the National Cy-
ber Security Agency (NCSA) Ab-
dulrahman bin Ali Al Farahid Al 
Malki on Sunday said the agency 
continues its efforts to ensure the 
optimum cyber security systems 
nationwide during the forthcom-
ing FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022.

During a meeting with repre-
sentatives of local media outlets, 
Maliki said the agency’s teams 
are working around the clock to 
guarantee the promotion and 
strengthening of cyber security 
across the country depending on 
the best world-class practices.

Speaking about his agency’s 
roles during the competition, 
which is set to kick off in Novem-
ber, Maliki explained that there 
was a plan to put a number of 
procedures in force, including ac-
tivating plans linked with sport-
ing events in order to respond to 
incidents and the effective treat-
ment with possible cyber threats 

and hackings as well as activating 
operational capabilities includ-
ing watching, finding out about 
cyber-attacks and the effective 
responses to cyber incidents.

He added that part of the 
agency’s preparations for the 
competition were the testing of 
the systems through simulating 
the hacking of programmes, ap-
plications and networks of the 
institutions operating during 
the tournament and the testing 
of these institutions’ abilities to 

face hacking attempts through 
periodic scanning and testing 
the stadiums’ networks as well 
as evaluating potential and dan-
gers of cyber security for more 
than 100 vital facilities across the 
country.

The agency checks and eval-
uates all technical designs, pro-
grammes and apps linked with 
the championship before its kick 
off to ascertain all cyber security 
preconditions are met, Maliki 
said, reiterating that the agency 

was safeguarding all facilities 
that provide indirect services 
for the championship as well as 
providing cyber security-related 
technical consultations.

The agency’s representatives 
will be present at all champi-
onship-related facilities to im-
mediately and directly respond, 
monitor and verify any electronic 
attacks against computers and 
networks, he added, noting that 
the agency had previous live ex-
periences in a variety of tourna-
ments including the 2021 FIFA 
Arab Cup which helped the agen-
cy boost strategies and capabili-
ties to confront any hacking at-
tempts against sporting facilities.

Commenting on the agency’s 
approaches to raise awareness, 
Maliki highlighted the relentless 
efforts to raise the awareness of 
governmental, non-governmen-
tal organisations as well as the 
society individuals to better pro-
tect personal networks and data 
as partners in the promotion of 
cyber security across the country.

Maliki said that the agency 
has a large number of pro-
grammes and training courses 
aimed at boosting capabilities 
of individuals and institutions 
in securing data, in addition to 
frequently launched media cam-
paigns on the social media and 
newspapers regarding aware-
ness of cyber security. 

He also said that the agency 
works on promoting the indi-
viduals’ culture of self-protection 
against getting hacked. 

He called on individuals to 
obtain information from official 
and trusted organisations and 
wean themselves from rumors 
and misleading information.

Recently, the NCSA es-
tablished partnerships with a 
number of state agencies. It also 
provided training to 25,000 em-
ployees in different sectors since 
March 2021, with plans to fur-
ther this number in the future to 
better preserve and protect infor-
mation for the sake of achieving a 
secure cyber environment.

‘This World Cup means so much to Tunisia and Arab world’
TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK

DOHA

QATAR’S hosting of the FIFA 
World Cup will be a special mo-
ment for football lovers across 
the region – especially Tunisia 
fan Aymen Sassi, who has lived 
in Doha for the past seven years.

The 33-year-old engineer 
is an active member of Qatar’s 
Tunisian community and can-
not wait to follow the Eagles 
of Carthage during the tour-
nament, which will take place 
from November 20 to 18 De-
cember. Sassi, who is originally 
from the Tunisian coastal town 
of Nabeul, is confident the first 
FIFA World Cup in the Middle 
East and Arab world will show-
case the region in a positive 
light to billions of visitors and 
viewers across the globe. 

As a Tunisian, how does it 
feel to have the FIFA World 
Cup™ being hosted in this 
region for the first time? 

It really means a lot because 
Tunisia is an Arab country and 
we are really proud of Qatar 
because they succeeded in 
being able to host this World 
Cup. When they won the bid 
in 2010, we celebrated just 
as enthusiastically as they 
did. We know the Arab world 
won’t host another World Cup 
for a while, so we are full of 

anticipation for this tourna-
ment. 

How would you describe 
Tunisia’s passion for 
football? 

We are proud to support one 
of the most established Arab 
countries from a World Cup 
point of view. We have one of 
the oldest ‘ultras’ fan groups 
in the Arab world and Africa. 
Football is the number one 
sport in Tunisia and our sta-
diums are always full. People 
love to support their favourite 
clubs and the national team. 
Huge ‘tifo’ flags are really popu-
lar among Tunisian fans and we 
are preparing to bring two tifos 
for the match against France, as 
there is a historical relationship 
between the two countries. It 
will be like a derby match when 

we play France. 

Will you be organising some 
Tunisian fan events during 
the FIFA World Cup? 

We will have some different 
events for our fans to enjoy. 
Some will be cultural, where we 
plan to have Tunisian singers, 
while other events will involve 
local Tunisian players who are 
not in the national team. We 
have also connected with Guin-
ness World Records to try and 
set the record for the number of 
Tunisians gathered in one place 
wearing traditional dress. We 
have started the marketing and 
promotion of that event.

How excited are you for the 
Tunisian games?

We can’t wait to get to the sta-
dium for these games! I have 
good memories of Education 

City Stadium, as Tunisia beat 
Oman there in the FIFA Arab 
Cup quarter-finals. It’s a great 
venue, where the fans are close 
to the pitch. The atmosphere is 
brilliant. We will make sure we 
prepare some special chants to 
welcome the Tunisia team at 
both stadiums. 

What do you make of Tuni-
sia’s chances in the tourna-
ment?

The game against France is 
key for us. If we can win or draw, 
we will have a strong chance of 
making it to the next round. This 
World Cup is very special to Tu-
nisia for two reasons. First, the 
team has the resources to win. 
Second, we have more than 
55,000 Tunisians living in Qa-
tar, so we can guarantee the 
stadiums for our games will be 
full and feel like a home match 
for us. This will give our players 
extra motivation to win.

Amir sends condolences to president of 
Egypt

THE Amir His Highness Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani sent 
a cable of condolences to President of Egypt Abdel Fattah El-Sisi 
on the victims of the fire at the ‘Abu Sifin’ church in Giza Gover-
norate, wishing the injured a speedy recovery. (QNA)

Amir sends greetings to president of 
Pakistan
THE Amir His Highness Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani on 
Sunday sent a cable of congratulations to President of Pakistan 
Dr Arif ur Rehman Alvi on his country’s Independence Day. (QNA)

Deputy Amir sends condolences to 
president of Egypt
THE Deputy Amir His Highness Sheikh Abdullah bin Hamad Al 
Thani sent a cable of condolences to President of Egypt Abdel 
Fattah El-Sisi on the victims of the fire at the ‘Abu Sifin’ church 
in Giza Governorate, wishing the injured a speedy recovery. QNA)

Deputy Amir sends greetings to president 
of Pakistan
THE Deputy Amir His Highness Sheikh Abdullah bin Hamad Al 
Thani sent on Sunday a cable of congratulations to President of 
Pakistan Dr Arif ur Rehman Alvi on his country’s Independence 
Day. (QNA)

PM sends condolences to Egyptian 
counterpart
PRIME Minister and Minister of Interior HE Sheikh Khalid bin 
Khalifa bin Abdulaziz Al Thani sent a cable of condolences to 
Prime Minister of Egypt Dr Mostafa Madbouly on the victims of 
the fire at the ‘Abu Sifin’ church in Giza Governorate, wishing the 
injured a speedy recovery. (QNA)

PM congratulates Pakistani counterpart
PRIME Minister and Minister of Interior HE Sheikh Khalid bin 
Khalifa bin Abdulaziz Al Thani on Sunday sent a cable of con-
gratulations to Prime Minister of Pakistan Shehbaz Sharif on his 
country’s Independence Day. (QNA)

Ministry of Culture hosts workshop to 
encourage children to read and write
THE Qatari Publishers and Distributors Forum, on behalf of the 
Ministry of Culture, organised a workshop to encourage young 
girls to read and write. Asma Al Kuwari, manager of the Chil-
dren’s Literature Center, and Amna Abu Qarja, events officer at 
the Qatari Publishers and Distributors Forum, presented the 
workshop as part of the ‘Reading is Life’ programme.  Amna 
Abu Qarja said that the workshop’s goal is to encourage girls 
to read and write, and that it will run until August 16, when the 
‘Reading is Life’ programme concludes. The workshop is one of 
many programmes and projects supported by the Ministry of Cul-
ture with the goal of encouraging girls to read and highlighting 
their potential role in shaping the future. (QNA)

Quick read

‘3 million tourists to visit 
Qatar by end of 2022’
CHAIRMAN of the Board of 
Directors of Tourist travel 
company, Ahmed Hussein 
said the significant surge 
in the number of visitors to 
Qatar can be attributed to a 
number of reasons — Qatar’s 
ability to reign in the COV-
ID-19 pandemic; the develop-
ment of the country’s com-
prehensive infrastructure in 
the tourism sector, and the 
establishment of new hospi-
tality, shopping, cultural and 
educational facilities. 

Hussein also highlighted 
the increase in the number 
of airlines operating in Qatar 
and the return of Gulf visitors 
as well as the close connec-
tion between the rise in the 
number of tourists, and the 
FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022, 
stressing that Qatar’s hosting 
of the World Cup will put the 
country on the world tourism 
map.

Hussein said he expects 
more than 3 million tourists 
to visit Qatar by the end of 
2022, noting that many visi-
tors will attend to watch the 
events related to the World 
Cup, not just the champion-

ship itself, especially with 
Qatar granting visa-free entry 
for visitors of 80 countries.

Chairman of the Board 
of Directors of Just real es-
tate company, Nasser Hassan 
Al Ansari, ascribed the rise 
in the number of visitors to 
Qatar to the fact that Doha 
has become one of the most 
famous and fastest grow-
ing tourist destinations for 
its excellent tourist infra-
structure, hotel systems with 
world-class brands, vari-
ous museums, heritage and 
modern markets, as well as a 
distinguished road network, 
a modern airport that is the 
best in the Middle East, and a 
5-star airline.

Speaking to QNA, Al An-
sari added that Qatar’s im-
minent hosting of the FIFA 
World Cup will play a major 
role from now in increasing 
the number of tourists to the 
country, especially with pro-
motional campaigns for tour-
ism in Qatar closely associat-
ed with the forthcoming huge 
sporting event. He further 
noted that Qatar’s prestig-
ious global position in vari-
ous political, economic and 
security fields has made it a 

capital of peace and security 
and a global tourist destina-
tion, especially with its focus 
on boosting Arab heritage and 
identity, consolidating Islamic 
customs and values, and pro-
moting the concept of history 
through Museums and many 
other destinations.

The number of visitors 
and tourists to Qatar will dou-
ble with the approach of the 
World Cup Championship, he 
noted. He stressed that Qatar 
could transform into a global 
regional destination that ap-
peals to tourists, especially in 
the post-World Cup era.

FIFA President said earlier 
that just shy of 3 billion peo-
ple would watch the World 
Cup, which leads Al Ansari 
to believe that about 40 mil-
lion people could seek to visit 
Qatar again after the end of 
the global football event. Al 
Ansari added expected that 
3 million tourists would visit 
Qatar in 2023, pointing out 
Qatar’s focus on family tour-
ism, conference tourism, 
medical and sports tourism, 
will constitute an important 
addition to the Qatari econ-
omy and create many invest-
ment opportunities.

Continued from page 1 
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ASSISTANT FM MEETS IRANIAN DEPUTY FM
Assistant Foreign Minister for Re-
gional Affairs HE Dr Mohammed bin 
Abdulaziz bin Saleh Al Khulaifi met 
with Deputy Foreign Minister for Po-
litical Affairs of Iran Dr Ali Bagheri in 
Tehran on Sunday. During the meet-
ing, they reviewed bilateral relations 
and the latest developments at the 
regional and international levels, 
especially the latest developments 
in the negotiations on the nuclear 
agreement. (QNA)

Children of Qatar Charity staff get
chance to experience working life

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

QATAR Charity (QC) dedi-
cated the last Thursday to al-
low its staff’s children to learn 
about working life through the 
‘Little Employee’, an initiative 
launched by Qatar Career De-
velopment Center (QCDC), a 
member of Qatar Foundation. 

Qatar Charity, under the su-
pervision of its Al Khor Centre 
for Community Development, 
organised an interactive day, as 
part of the ‘Little Employee’. 

The activities held under the 
initiative allowed the children to 
put the puzzle together to make 
Qatar Charity’s logo. According-

ly, they came to know about the 
various type of humanitarian 
work carried out by QC. 

QCDC’s initiative offers stu-
dents aged nine to 15 a hands-
on experience to learn what 
working life is actually like. The 
programme requires students to 
help their parents or relatives at 
their workplace for one day.

The children spent working 
hours with their parents, learn-
ing about the value of work and 
the basic concepts of a profes-
sional life. 

“Qatar Charity welcomed 
this initiative, the first of its kind 
in the Arab world,” said Abdul 
Rahman Al Hajri, director of 
Programmes and Community 

Development Department at 
Qatar Charity. 

He added that QC support-
ed the initiative because of its 
belief in the important role of 
the child in shaping the future, 
in addition to helping them plan 
their future careers and get ac-
quainted with the nature of the 
work of their parents within Qa-
tar Charity.

Dr Rania Sawalhi, senior 
career development specialist 
at QCDC, said that the idea of 
the initiative was developed this 
year, and the first Arabic version 
was launched in Qatar, as well as 
in many other countries. 

Dr Rania added that Qatar 
Charity’s participation in the 

initiative was very important to 
QCDC to make students aware 
that work is not only done for 
money, but it also has humani-
tarian dimensions.  She also 
thanked Qatar Charity for the 
significant support.

The children and parents 
also welcomed the ‘Little Em-
ployee’, that allowed the partici-
pants to know the nature of their 
parents’ work. 

“I involved my son in per-
forming my daily tasks and 
overcoming work-related diffi-
culties,” said Dr Abdul Majeed 
Hamidi, health expert at Qatar 
Charity, indicating that it was an 
opportunity for the child to un-
derstand the reality of work.

Qatar Charity signs deal
to drill 50 wells in Albania

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

QATAR Charity (QC) has 
signed an agreement to drill 50 
wells for the benefit of 10,000 
people in the Albanian munici-
pality of Fieri.

The agreement is part of Qa-
tar Charity’s efforts to help the 
country’s water, sanitation, and 
hygiene (WASH) sector.

Qatar’s ambassador to Alba-
nia HE Ali bin Hamad Al Marri; 
Nada Abdulrahman Al Sayed, 
Counselor; Armando Subashi, 
Mayor of the Municipality of 
Fieri; Enkelejda Peshkpia, Dep-
uty Mayor of the Municipality 
of Fieri; and Mahmoud Abbas 
Shaker, Director of Qatar Char-
ity Albania office, attended the 
signing ceremony.

Qatar’s ambassador to Alba-
nia, spoke at the ceremony and 
praised the strength of relations 
between Qatar and Albania and 
their people, stating that Qatar 
places a high value on strength-
ening relations and improving 
cooperation with Albania in a 
variety of fields.

He also stated that these 
projects are a gift from the 
people of Qatar to the peo-
ple of Albania through Qatar 
Charity. He emphasized Qa-
tar’s previous support for Al-
bania and its people, particu-
larly in times of crisis.

Armando Subashi, Mayor 

of Fieri, praised Qatar’s efforts 
and ongoing assistance to Al-
bania and its people. He also 
praised Qatar Charity’s role in 
implementing quality projects, 
expressing his delight at the 
signing of the agreement.

He went on to say that this 
agreement will help to alleviate 
the hardships that the people of 
the municipality face, and that 
he hopes to expand cooperation 
between Qatar Charity and the 
municipality.

During the ceremony, HE 
Ali bin Hamad Al Marri and Ar-
mando Subashi distributed 500 
school uniforms to orphans and 
students sponsored by Qatar 
Charity.

At the conclusion of the cer-
emony, the mayor of the mu-
nicipality presented the Qatari 
ambassador with a gift in recog-

nition of his efforts and the role 
of Qatar Charity in providing 
services in Albania.

It is worth noting that Qa-
tar Charity has been working in 
many fields, including social wel-
fare, education, relief, and com-
munity service, in addition to 
implementing seasonal projects, 
since its establishment in the Al-
banian capital Tirana in 1994.

Qatar Charity sponsors 
6,000 people, including or-
phans, people with special 
needs, low-income families, and 
students. It has a model school 
with over 400 students, as well 
as a training center that pro-
vides computer and language 
training to over 1,500 students 
each year. More than 500 wells 
have been drilled by Qatar Char-
ity in schools, hospitals, and 
other locations.
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Qatar University Alumni Association forms new board team
Tribune news neTwork

Doha

The Board of Directors of 
Qatar University Alumni As-
sociation held a meeting to 
form a new board to manage 
the body. The meeting was at-
tended by President of Qatar 
University Dr hassan Rashid 
Al Derham and several mem-
bers of the association, who 
currently occupy positions in 
ministries and institutions.

The meeting paid tribute 
to the members of the asso-
ciation whose terms of office 
has expired, in appreciation of 
their efforts during their peri-
od of work in the association. 

Dr Derham honoured the 
former members of the asso-
ciation, who are: Dr Moham-
med Bin Saleh Al-Sada, the 
former chairman of the Asso-

ciation’s Board of Directors; 
Abdullah hamid Al Mulla, 
secretary of the Association; 
Dr Sultan bin hassan Al Do-
sari, chairman of the Profes-

sional Committee; Jassim Al 
Nama, hassan Al Saei and 
hassan Al Baker.

The formation of a new 
board of directors was an-

nounced as follows: Minister 
of environment and Climate 
Change his excellency Sheikh 
Dr Faleh bin Nasser Al Thani 
as chairman of the Associa-
tion, Khalifa bin Jassim Al 

Kuwari as vice-chairman and 
Fatima Sultan Al Kuwari as 
secretary. Sabah Al haidos 
was appointed as the head of 
the professional committee, 
Khalifa bin Jassim Al Kuwari 

as the head of the finance 
committee, Aisha Al Mudahka 
as the head of the marketing 
committee and Fatima Sul-
tan Al Kuwari as the head of 
the branches committee. The 

mission of the Qatar Univer-
sity Alumni Association is to 
be a pioneer in the region in 
the field of alumni relations 
and to enable the university’s 
graduates to establish sus-
tainable relations with their 
university. 

The Qatar University 
Alumni Association is also 
working to revive the interac-
tion between alumni and their 
university through various 
programmes and events of-
fered by the various branches 
of the association.

The branches of the Alum-
ni Association aim to bring 
together people with speciali-
sations or common interests 
in order to enrich their per-
sonal experiences and provide 
mutual support between them 
and the university in various 
aspects and fields.

Reyada Medical Centre and AMUAAQ
organise free medical camp for expats
Tribune news neTwork

Doha

A free-of-cost medical camp 
was organised by Reyada 
Medical Centre in association 
with Aligarh Muslim Univer-
sity Alumni Association Qa-
tar (AMUAAQ) on August 12 
as part of the celebrations for 
the 75th Year of India’s Inde-
pendence. The camp was in-
augurated by Ambassador of 
India to Qatar he Dr Deepak 
Mittal. 

More than 100 expatriates 
benefitted from medical ser-
vices, including a wide range 
of blood tests to detect life-
style diseases like hyperten-
sion, diabetes, kidney and liv-
er functions. The participants 
also underwent an eCG, a vi-
sion test and consulted with 
specialist doctors after they 
received their blood reports. 

Speaking on the occasion, 
Dr Deepak Mittal praised the 
joint efforts of Reyada Medi-
cal Centre and AMUAAQ in 
organising a free medical 

camp and said the Indian 
embassy is keen to support 

the initiatives that help low-
income workers. he congrat-

ulated Reyada Medical Centre 
on its entry into the health-

care sector in Qatar.
Jamsheer hamza, manag-

ing director of Reyada health-
care, in his presidential ad-
dress, said, “We are honoured 
to have he Dr Deepak Mittal 
inaugurate this free medical 
camp. Initiatives like these 
are in line with Reyada Medi-
cal Centre’s vision and mis-
sion to provide accessible, 
affordable and quality health 
care.”

Dr Abdul Kalam, executive 
director of Reyada health-
care, said, “I congratulate 
AMU Alumni Association for 
taking this initiative and Rey-
ada Medical Centre will be ex-
tremely keen to organise and 
participate in health camps 
that would help inspire better 
health in the community.”

Dr Nadeem Jilani, presi-
dent of AMUAAQ, said his 
organisation is always looking 
to conduct medical camps, 
blood donation drives and 
other such activities that can 
benefit the community at 
large.

HBKU College of Law discusses legal 
ramifications of FIFA World Cup 2022

Tribune news neTwork
Doha

hAMAD Bin Khalifa Univer-
sity (hBKU)’s College of Law 
recently organised a seminar 
examining the legal framework 
and key issues associated with 
Qatar’s hosting of the 2022 
FIFA World Cup. 

Chaired by Dr Zachary 
Calo, professor at the College 
of Law, the discussion brought 
together a panel of influential 
legal experts working toward 
the success of the mega-event. 

The panellists included 
Aarij S. Wasti, legal director 
of the FIFA World Cup Qatar 
2022; Salman Al Ansari, part-
ner at Al-Ansari and Associ-
ates; and Khadeja Al Zarraa, 
senior associate at Al-Ansari 
and Associates, as well as Dr 
Despina Mavromati, attorney 
at SportLegis Lausanne, a spe-
cialised sport law and arbitra-
tion practice. 

Reviewing the pivotal leg-
islative mechanism, Law No 
10 of 2021, which constitutes 
an enabling framework for Qa-
tar’s commitments to host the 
FIFA World Cup, the speak-
ers discussed the key national 
laws that have been enacted to 
support the event. They also re-
flected on Qatar’s achievements 
in implementing international 
best practices to settle sports-
related disputes, and ultimate-
ly, the nature of the event’s legal 
legacy.   

Dean Susan L Karamanian, 
College of Law, said: “The ses-
sion provided unique insights 
into Qatar’s legal obligations as 
set out in the original bid docu-
ments and follow on agree-
ments and how the country 
engaged key stakeholders to es-
tablish a comprehensive frame-
work to meet the obligations, as 
well as those likely to arise due 
to the games. 

“The FIFA World Cup is ex-
ceptional, both in its scale and 
the substantial investments 
by Qatar and its private sec-
tor. The key lesson from the 
session is that the FIFA World 
Cup 2022 has markedly trans-
formed Qatar’s legal system 
well beyond sports, particularly 
as to infrastructure, procure-
ment, labour, transparency and 

sustainability.” 
Dr Calo, who teaches sports 

law at hBKU, including a course 
titled ‘Navigating Legal and 
Commercial Aspects of Sports’ 
through the edX platform, said: 
“The seminar presented an op-
portunity to exchange expertise 
on how the FIFA World Cup is 
set to shape sports law and the 
law in general, in the coming 

years, from both an academic 
and practitioner point of view. 
We thank our speakers and 
participants for their insights, 
which highlighted important 
areas relevant to Qatar’s cur-
rent preparations, as well as its 
readiness to play a role in inter-
national sports law beyond the 
World Cup – in terms of busi-
ness and arbitration.”

BPS organises get-together of 
management and staff teams

Tribune news neTwork
Doha

BIRLA Public School (BPS) 
hosted a get-together of mem-
bers of the Management and 
Leadership teams as well as 
academic and non-academic 
staff on August14. 

The event marked the end 
of four days of CPD sessions 
organised on the main school 
campus. The welcome address 
was delivered by Academic 
Director-Principal harish 
Sanduja, which was followed 
by an address by Chairman 
Gope Shahani. he congratu-
lated the teachers on the ster-

ling results and conveyed best 
wishes to all.

Director Dr Mohan Thom-
as addressed the assembly 
and presented a short summa-
ry of the Board Results. While 
congratulating the teachers, 
he advised them to work sin-
cerely to maintain the high 
standards of education of the 
school.

In his address, Director C 
V Rappai noted the different 
basic qualities required by a 
teacher and how to implement 
them in classrooms for the ul-
timate benefit of the students.

Director Lukose K Chacko 
said everyone should strive 

together to achieve more. This 
was followed by the sharing of 
highlights of the CPD sessions 
held from August 10 to 14 by 
edna Fernandez, Vice Princi-
pal-Academics, and Josephine 
Fernandes, hM-Kindergarten.

Prizes were distributed to 
the winners of the Ice Breaking 
Session, Games and Activities.  
Scoo News had awarded BPS 
in the Global educators Fest 
2022. The award was handed 
over to the Management team 
by the principal. 

The programme concluded 
with words of gratitude con-
veyed by Rajesh Pillai, Vice 
Principal – Co- Scholastic.

Former chairman of QU Alumni Association’s Board of Directors Dr. 
Mohammed Bin Saleh Al-Sada (right) with Qatar University president

Qatar University President Dr Hassan Rashid Al Derham with QU Alumni Association board members.

Panellists at the HBKU seminar on Qatar FIFA World Cup 2022.

Ambassafor of India to Qatar HE Dr Deepak Mittal inaugurates the medical camp organised by Reyada 
Medical Centre in association with AMUAAQ.

Katara set to host festival of 
Nubian heritage from today
The Cultural Village Founda-
tion (Katara) will host the Nubi-
an heritage festival on Monday, 
in collaboration with the Suda-
nese embassy in Qatar.

The two-day festival intends 
to highlight the Nubian heritage 
in the arts, music, song, fashion, 
and poetry, particularly because 
the Nubian heritage is consid-
ered a vital integral part of the 
heritage of several Arab and Af-
rican peoples due to its unique 
cultural characteristics.

The first day of the festi-
val will include a series of pro-
grammes, including poetry and 

honouring outstanding stu-
dents, as well as a concert per-
formed by a Nubian band, while 
Katara audiences should keep 
an eye out for a package of vari-
ous activities in building No. 15 
the following evening, begin-
ning with a lecture on Nubian 
heritage, followed by a Nubian 
theme and concert associated 
with an exhibition on Nubian 
heritage.

The festival is part of the 
foundation’s effort to build a 
bridge of communication and 
openness across a wide range of 
cultural windows. (QNA)



DPA
Cairo

At least 41 people have died 
in a fire at a Coptic church in 
Giza near Cairo, the Health 
Ministry said on Sunday.

the fatalities were due to 
thick smoke and a stampede 
triggered by the blaze, Health 
Minister Khalid Abdul Ghafar 
said in a statement.

Fourteen others were in-
jured in the fire at the Abo Se-
fein Church in the city of Giza.

twelve are still in hospi-
tals, while two others have 
been discharged. 

the priest of the church 
was among the dead, Egyptian 
media reported.

the Coptic Church said a 
large blaze broke out during 
a morning mass service on 
Sunday. the fire was due to a 
faulty electric circuit caused 
by an air conditioner in the 
church building, the Interior 

Ministry said.
the blaze was later 

brought under control, the 
ministry added in a statement. 
Five civil defence personnel 

were injured in the incident.
Witnesses said windows 

caught fire on the four-floor 
building that houses a nursery.

“Fire extended from the 

door of the fourth floor to its 
window,” a rescue volunteer 
said.

“When I went down to 
get water from the third floor 

where there was a nursery, I 
found children trapped. I car-
ried them one by one down-
stairs. Other locals were en-
couraged and walked in to 
help in rescue,” the young 
man told Egyptian newspaper 
al-Masry al-Youm.

Images in the Egyptian 
media showed the facade of 
the church partially black-
ened out due to the fire that 
gutted parts of the building’s 
interior.

Egyptian President Abdel-
Fattah al-Sissi offered condo-
lences to the Coptic Pope ta-
wadros II, the presidency said.

Al-Sissi said in a Facebook 
post he had directed state 
agencies to take all measures to 
handle aftermath of the “pain-
ful incident.” Later Sunday, 
Prime Minister Mustafa Mad-
bouly and other senior govern-
ment officials inspected the 
church, state media reported.

He said the government 
would embark on restoring the 
building, state-run newspaper 
al-Ahram reported online.

Egypt has the largest 
Christian community in the 
Middle East, accounting for 
around 10% of the country’s 
mostly Muslim population of 
more than 100 million.

At least 41 dead in Coptic 
church blaze in Egypt

A picture shows the damage at the Abu Sifin church located in the densely populated Imbaba neighbour-
hood west of the Nile river, part of Giza governorate, on Sunday, after more than 41 people were killed 
when a fire ripped through a Coptic Christian church during Sunday mass. (aFP)

DPA
Jerusalem 

At least eight people were in-
jured, two of them seriously, 
in shooting incidents near Je-
rusalem’s Western Wall, the 
Magen David Adom (MDA) 
rescue service announced on 
twitter early on Sunday.

the suspect, a Palestin-
ian, was arrested after turning 
himself in several hours fol-
lowing the attacks, according 
to police.

the shots targeted a bus 
in the Old City, as well as a car 
park near David’s tomb on 
Mount Zion, according to Is-
raeli media.

the attack was reported 
at 1:24 am on Sunday (22:24 
GMt on Saturday), the MDA 
said.

the bus was transporting 
worshippers into the city from 
the Western Wall, a holy Jew-
ish prayer site, according to a 
paramedic.

“According to a passerby, a 
terrorist began to shoot indis-
criminately toward the bus,” 
MDA paramedic Shimi Gross-
man said, adding that he ar-
rived to a scene of panic.

One of the wounded was 
a heavily pregnant woman 
who underwent an emergency 

Caesarian, the Jerusalem Post 
newspaper reported. the baby 
was reportedly in a serious but 
stable condition, it added.

“All those who seek our 
harm should know that they 
will pay a price for any harm to 
our civilians,” Prime Minister 
Yair Lapid said following the 
attack.

Hamas spokesperson 
Fawzi Barhoum called the at-

tack a “natural reaction to the 
arrogance of the occupation 
soldiers and the Zionist set-
tlers and their daily crimes 
against our people, our land 
and our Islamic and Christian 
holy sites, and their continu-
ous incursions into the blessed 
Al-Aqsa Mosque.”

the European Union con-
demned the shootings “in the 
strongest way,” top EU dip-

lomat Josep Borell wrote on 
twitter on Sunday.

the bloc’s foreign policy 
chief said in the tweet that “Is-
rael’s security is of paramount 
importance to the EU.” 

Borrell also wished a 
“speedy recovery to all the vic-
tims” of the shootings.

the Noble Sanctuary, or 
al-Haram al-Sharif, with the 
Dome of the Rock and the 
al-Aqsa Mosque, is the third 
holiest site in Islam. to the 
Jews it is known as the temple 
Mount, where Jerusalem’s two 
ancient temples stood until 
their destruction.

It is the site of recurrent 
tensions between the two 
sides. Israel has occupied the 
West Bank and East Jerusa-
lem, among other territories, 
since the Six-Day War in 1967. 
the Palestinians claim the ter-
ritory as part of a future state 
of their own.

At least eight injured in shootings 
near Jerusalem’s Western Wall

World

Israeli security personnel inspect a bus after an attack outside Jeru-
salem’s Old City, on Sunday. Israeli police said they had arrested a 
suspect in a pre-dawn gun attack on a bus in central Jerusalem that 
wounded eight people according to an updated casualty toll. (aFP)

DPA
islamabad

tHE taliban have declared 
Monday a public holiday in 
Afghanistan to mark one 
year since the militant group 
conquered Kabul during the 
chaotic withdrawal of US-led 
NAtO forces.

“August 15 is the first an-
niversary of the victory of the 
Afghans’ Jihad, led by the Is-
lamic Emirate of Afghanistan, 
against the American and its 
allies’ occupation,” the Labour 
and Social Affairs Ministry 
said in a statement.

taliban fighters entered 
Kabul without a fight last year 
before gradually re-imposing 
their rule. Security forces of 
the former Afghan republic 
dispersed and the country’s 
president fled the country with 
two military helicopters.

tens of thousands of Af-
ghans rushed to Kabul Inter-
national Airport in an attempt 

to flee the country.
Since then, arbitrary ar-

rests, extra-judicial killings 
of former Afghan officials, 
Islamic State attacks against 
religious minorities and 
general economic hardships 
have become the order of the 
day.

Recently, US President Joe 
Biden announced that a US 
airstrike had killed al-Qaeda 
leader Ayman al-Zawahiri in 
Kabul’s diplomatic enclave.

the taliban condemned 
the attack, saying they had not 
been aware of al-Zawahiri’s 
presence in Kabul.

Five US lawmakers 
in Taiwan days after 
Nancy Pelosi’s visit

DPA
TaiPei

FIvE US lawmakers arrived 
in taipei for a surprise visit 
on Sunday amid escalated 
tensions across the taiwan 
Strait, following a trip earlier 
this month by Nancy Pelosi, 
the speaker of the US House of 
Representatives.

According to the Ameri-
can Institute in taiwan (AIt), 
which acts as the de facto US 
embassy, the two-day visit is 
part of a larger trip to the Indo-
Pacific region. Discussions are 
to focus on regional security, 
trade and investment, among 
other issues.

taiwan’s foreign ministry 
welcomed the visit, saying that 

the delegation will meet with 
President tsai Ing-wen and 
Foreign Minister Joseph Wu.

the visiting lawmakers, 
from both Republican and 
Democratic parties, are Sena-
tor Ed Markey and Represent-
atives John Garamendi, Alan 
Lowenthal, Don Beyer and Au-
mua Amata Coleman Radewa-
gen. China increased pressure 
on taiwan both militarily and 
economically after a 19-hour 
visit to taipei by Pelosi on Au-
gust 2-3.

taiwan has had an inde-
pendent government since 
1949, but China considers the 
island part of its territory. In 
1979, Washington formally cut 
diplomatic ties with taipei and 
built relations with Beijing.

Fatalities caused 
by smoke and 
stampede  
triggered by fire

Taliban announces public holiday 
to mark anniversary of takeover
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Afghanistan’s Prime Minister Mohammad Hassan Akhund (centre) 
and Minister for Promotion of Virtue and Prevention of Vice Sheikh 
Mohammad Khalid (left) attend a gathering at the former presidential 
palace in Kabul on Saturday.  (aFP)

Flash Floods leave 
91 dead in Yemen 
rebel-held areas

DPA
sana’a

YEMENI rebels have said 91 
people have been killed by 
recent flash floods, triggered 
by heavy rains, in areas under 
their control in the north of 
the war-devastated country.

At least 140 buildings col-
lapsed and 5,699 others were 
damaged due to flooding, ta-
laat al-Sharjabi, a spokesman 
for a rebel-linked humanitar-
ian council, said late on Sat-
urday.

At least 24,624 families 
have also been affected by 
floods in different provinces, 
the official added without 
elaborating, according to the 

rebel mouthpiece al-Masirah 
television. the annual rainy 
season in Yemen usually runs 
until August.

Yemen has been embroiled 
in a disastrous power struggle 
since 2014 between govern-
ment forces, supported by a 
Saudi Arabia-led coalition, and 
Iran-linked Houthi rebels.

the United Nations consid-
ers Yemen’s conflict a humani-
tarian disaster that has pushed 
the country to the brink of fam-
ine. the war has taken a heavy 
toll on infrastructures in the 
impoverished country. Earlier 
this month, Yemen’s warring 
sides agreed for the third time 
to renew a UN-brokered truce, 
for two more months.

People inspect a collapsed UNESCO-listed building in the old city of 
the Yemeni capital Sanaa recently following heavy rains. (aFP)

This handout picture from Taiwan’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs shows 
(left to right) US Representatives Alan Lowenthal, John Garamendi, 
Don Beyer and Aumua Amata Coleman Radewagen posing with 
Taiwanese diplomat Douglas Yu-tien Hsu (centre) after arriving at 
Sungshan Airport in Taipei on Sunday.  (aFP)

One year on,  
EU slams 
Taliban over 
abuse of 
Afghan women 
and girls

DPA
brussels

tHE taliban have “severely 
violated and abused the rights 
of Afghan women and girls” in 
Afghanistan, an EU spokes-
person said on Sunday ahead 
of the first anniversary of tali-
ban rule. “the taliban have 
failed to establish an inclusive 
political system, thereby de-
nying the aspirations of the 
Afghan people,” EU foreign 
affairs spokesperson Nabila 
Massrali said in a statement.

On Monday, Afghanistan 
is to mark one year since the 
taliban takeover last August, 
with basic women’s rights sup-
pressed, media freedom cur-
tailed and large swathes of the 
country plunged into poverty.

No country has recognized 
the taliban’s de facto govern-
ment and women have taken 
to the streets in Afghanistan to 
denounce the restrictions on 
their rights to education, work 
and freedom of movement.

On Saturday, a peaceful 

protest by dozens of wom-
en who were marching in 
the streets of Kabul chant-
ing “Food, work, and free-
dom” was again attacked and 
stopped by taliban forces, like 
previous demonstrations.

the European Union also 
condemned the treatment 
of the Hazaras and the Shia 
population in Afghanistan and 
the “systemic abuse of their 
economic, social, cultural, civil 
and political rights.” Reaffirm-
ing its commitment to the Af-
ghan people, the EU called on 
the taliban - “Afghanistan’s de 
facto authorities” - to repeal 
policies violating the country’s 
human rights obligations.

“Afghanistan must not re-
main a safe haven for terror-
ists, nor a threat to interna-
tional security,” the statement 
added. the taliban seized 
back power in Kabul on Au-
gust 15, 2021, after the United 
State’s decision to withdraw.

China registers highest Covid-19 
rate in more than three months

DPA
beiJing

CHINA has reported its high-
est Covid-19 infection figures 
in more than three months, 
with more than 2,400 reg-
istered cases in one day, the 
National Health Commission 
announced on Sunday.

this is the highest figure 
since May 12. A quarter of 
those infected are showing no 
symptoms, according to the 
health authority.

China is pursuing a strict 
zero-Covid policy, imposing 
sweeping lockdowns and mass 
testing on any outbreak.

the measures have kept 

the virus under control since 
the second half of 2020, al-
lowing the country to recover 
quickly. But the strategy is 
being pushed to its limits by 
the highly infections Omicron 
variant.

Regular lockdowns are 
crippling the world’s second 
largest economy and have 

caused domestic tourism in 
particular to plummet.

tens of thousands of tour-
ists are stranded on the south-
ern Chinese resort island of 
Hainan, which currently has 
the country’s highest number 
of Covid infections, after local 
authorities ordered a compre-
hensive lockdown.

This photo taken last week shows a health worker conducting a swab 
test on a child for the Covid-19 coronavirus in Xiamen, in China’s 
eastern Fujian province. (aFP)

The European Union also 
condemned the treatment 
of the Hazaras and the 
Shia population in 
Afghanistan and the “sys-
temic abuse of their eco-
nomic, social, cultural, 
civil and political rights.

This is the highest figure 
since May 12. A quarter of 
those infected are show-
ing no symptoms, accord-
ing to the health authority.
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● The gun shots targeted 
a bus in the old City, as 
well as a car park near 
david’s Tomb on mount 
Zion, according to israeli 
media.



By Firas sleiman

D
ata is the new oil. Just one look at the 
market capitalisation list for the high-
est valued companies on the planet, and 
you quickly notice the common denom-
inator: they are data companies at the 

core. 
What is a cryptocurrency? It’s data. In par-

ticular, monetised data, where a marketplace 
has been created to trade several bytes of data, 
which have been deemed “valuable” as a com-
modity. What is a transaction history, or a pa-
tient record, or an automated delivery route, or 
a demographic profile? they are all intangible 
strings of binary data, something you could put 
on a memory stick or send in an email or post 
to a website. 

Data is now so valuable that it is outstrip-
ping every other form of corporate asset to be-
come the primary resource of the digital econo-
my. Data is not just information: it is the growth 
driver for today’s most dynamic companies. 

this is a reality that has taken shape very 
quickly, and many businesses have not yet 
caught up with the pace of change. Only 20 
years ago we were still talking in terms of 
kilobytes of data. But in every decade since, 
we have seen the amount of data being gener-
ated on a daily basis exponentially grow, go-
ing from kilobytes to gigabytes to terabytes to 
petabytes. 

Big Data is born – massive amounts of 
structured and unstructured data, some organ-
ised, some correlated, and others completely 
random and waiting for a purpose. the focus 
of corporate competition moves from building 
tangible products to managing intangible as-
sets, and generating value from insights, analy-
ses and patterns. For many companies, the 
data that is becoming the core of their business 
is something they already have – but may not 
know how to benefit from. 

Unlocking the value of data
Companies that do understand their data 

and how to exploit it are among the world’s 
most valuable. Just think of apple – it is no 
longer primarily about selling devices, it is 
about your music, your movies, your photos 
and filters, your apps. Google is about maps, 
knowledge, self-organisation, and advertising 
based on knowing who you are. Microsoft is 
about your office, your intellectual property, 
your work. Facebook is about your habits, your 
sentiments, your identity, your connections 
and your messages. Even tesla is becoming as 
much about road mapping, usage patterns and 
understanding your driving as it is about elec-
tric motors and batteries. Uber is about your 
location, your rating, and matching the nearest 
GPS location of your driver to get you to your 
destination faster. all of these companies run 
on a single fuel: data. 

We think there are four key steps that com-
panies need to take to gain control of their data 
and harness its value.

● Liberate. ask, where is your data? It 
may be trapped in applications like your ERP 
system, your customer accounts, or your prod-
uct documentation repositories. Don’t think 
of those applications as storage, think of them 
as jails for your data. Invest in liberating data 
from the different jails, and invest in consoli-
dating it, and then you can begin to work on 
releasing its true value. 

● Understand. When we work with com-
panies we talk about correlating data, which 
means understanding how seemingly disparate 
data items can actually point to the same real-
ity. You may find you have five or ten different 
types of data that all refer to the same person 
or entity, so we can add metadata that unifies 
many data points around a common subject. 
and suddenly that jumble of data is clarified, 
and becomes understandable hence valuable. 

● Analyse. Now we have data with struc-
ture, which means artificial intelligence (aI) 
can get to work on it. are there correlations 
within the data? are there oddities, singulari-
ties or patterns that point to opportunities, 
like opportunities to improve efficiency, or 
find untapped markets, or discover which in-
vestments are working and which are wasting 
money? a company doesn’t even have to know 
exactly what it is looking for: using ‘bottom up 
analysis’ it is possible to find answers to ques-

tions you were not even thinking of. 

● Monetise. the final step is the biggest 
one, because it involves a leap of creativity. It is 
no accident that this is where companies often 
use the help of advisors and consultants to turn 
all their data work into growth and new profits. 
the challenge is to find new revenue streams 
that are data-driven – but once you begin the 
opportunities are endless. Some companies 
generate so much data that once it is structured 
it is immediately monetizable. If insights have 
been extracted they too are marketable, but 
they can also be put to work in better under-
standing what customers want and how trans-
actions can be bundled, or in applying predic-
tive techniques to operations and markets to 
cut costs or anticipate new customers. 

these are the steps that real-world compa-
nies are following. already a third of all busi-
nesses are commercialising or sharing data for 
revenue. these are the fastest growing com-
panies in the world – it is forecasted that the 
data monetisation market will be worth at least 
$278 billion globally by 2026, up from $185 
billion in 2019, and at a CaGR of 6% yearly . 

this is the size of the data opportunity, and 
it is growing fast. Put simply, the data oppor-
tunity is already too big to ignore. this is the 
economy of the future, and companies that im-
plement a structured data strategy today will 
seal their success story of tomorrow.

Opinion

THE VIEWS EXPRESSED ON THE OPINION AND ANALYSIS PAGES ARE THE AUTHORS’ OWN. QATAR TRIBUNE BEARS NO RESPONSIBILITY.

Data – The  
Game-Changing Asset

Data is the business buzzword of the era. But how do companies locate it, analyse it, 
shape it, and use it to drive growth and profitability? Firas Sleiman, leader of PwC’s 

Qatar technology, digital and cyber practices, has four key recommendations.
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L
aSt week, the English ver-
sion of the book: Post Eco-
nomic Development themes: 
Development as Freedom- 
Mahmoud Mohamed taha 

and amartya Kumar Sen (a Com-
parative approach), written by Dr. 
abdalla Elfakki Elbashir,  Political 
Expert, Ministry of Foreign af-
fairs, Doha, Qatar, was released 
and available as paperback in am-
azon store. 

the book is a comparison be-
tween the work of the propound-
er of the New Understanding 
of Islam, the Sudanese human-
ist thinker Mahmoud Mohamed 
taha, who was executed in the Su-
danese capital Khartoum, on Jan-
uary 18, 1985, and the work of the 
Indian economist and philosopher 
amartya Kumar Sen, the 1998 No-
bel laureate in economics, and the 
professor of economics and phi-
losophy at Harvard University in 
the United States. 

the comparison centres on 

their mutual visions of develop-
ment. Sen presented his vision in 
his book: Development as Free-
dom (1999). For Sen, freedom is 
the essential means and the ulti-
mate end of development, which 
he views as essentially a process 
of expanding true freedoms that 
should be enjoyed by the human 
being who is its center and goal. 
according to Sen, it is a develop-
ment that can only be achieved by 
combining increased income and 
advanced capability. advancing 
capabilities expand opportunities 
for freedom of choice and control 
of one’s own life, as poverty can-
not be measured merely by using 
income as conventionally under-
stood. Sen’s book has been widely 
praised as the first book in the his-
tory of human thought that com-
bines development and freedom.

 this book presents the find-
ings that Sen’s ideas are in many 
respects nearly identical to those 
proposed earlier by taha in many 

of his books and lectures during the 
period beginning in the early 1950s 
and continuing into the 1970s. For 
taha, the ultimate goal and pur-
pose of any development is the 
free human being. He states that it 
is necessary to put the individuals 
and their freedom at the forefront, 
otherwise economic development 
will be doomed, defeated, and is 
certain to suffer failure, because 

people are the true wealth that de-
serves attention. He believes that 
“in order to ensure the success of 
development... it is necessary to 
have freedom,” and this is what Sen 
has expressed by saying: “Freedom 
is central to the process of develop-
ment.” Sen’s saying “Responsibil-
ity requires freedom,” is similar to 
taha’s statement “Freedom  is re-
sponsibility.” Sen also argues that: 

“Individual freedom is quintes-
sentially a social product,” which is 
exactly what taha meant, when he 
said, “Society is an instrument for 
individual freedom.” the similar-
ity is also evident in their vision on 
education and its role in increasing 
productivity and advancing capa-
bility. It is, according to Sen, capa-
bility enhancement, while taha de-
fined education as “the acquisition 

of capability by a living being”. In 
comparing the thought of these two 
intellectuals, this book provides 
numerous examples of similarities 
and intersections between their 
ideas, despite the difference be-
tween them in terms of intellectual 
and cultural reference, premise, 
and approach. While taha starts 
from the Qur’an, at the level of the 
verses of the origins (the Meccan 
verses), Sen describes himself as 
“non-religious”. the book consid-
ers the compatibility between them 
as a meeting between great minds, 
which provides an opportunity 
for the acquaintance of cultures, 
conciliation of ideas, and build-
ing human partnerships, in ad-
dition to opening the door to the 
question about the science of the 
Qur’an, which was put forward by 
Mahmoud Muhammad taha.

the book consists of eight chap-
ters, an introduction, and a conclu-
sion, as well as a list of sources, ref-
erences and media indexes.

WEEKS after followers of an in-
fluential cleric stormed par-
liament, Iraq’s political crisis 

shows no signs of abating, despite 
rising public anger over a debilitat-
ing gridlock that has further weak-
ened the country’s caretaker gov-
ernment and its ability to provide 
basic services.

Iraq’s two rival Shia political 
camps remain locked in a zero-sum 
competition, and the lone voice po-
tentially able to end the rift — the re-
vered Grand ayatollah ali al-Sistani 
— has been conspicuously silent.

For now, hundreds of support-
ers of Muqtada al-Sadr, a firebrand 
Shia cleric, are still camped outside 
the legislative building in Baghdad, 
ready to escalate if their demands 
are not met.

al-Sadr has called for early elec-
tions, the dissolution of parliament 
and constitutional amendments. 
He has given the judiciary an end-
of-the-week deadline to dissolve the 
legislature.

His Shiite rivals in the Iran-
backed camp have conditions of 
their own. they accused him of vio-
lating the constitution, prompting 
counter-protests that have spurred 
fears of bloodshed.

On Sunday, Iraq’s top judicial 
body said it doesn’t have the au-
thority to dissolve the country’s 
parliament. the Supreme Judicial 
Council said in a statement after a 
meeting that political groups in the 
country should not get the judiciary 
involved in their “rivalries and po-
litical competition.”

Neither faction seems willing to 
compromise to end the 10-month-
old political crisis, the longest since 
the 2003 U.S. invasion reset the 
political order. the caretaker Cabi-
net — unable to pass laws or issue 
a budget — grows more feeble by 
the day, while the public lashes out 
in protest against poor services, 
including power cuts during the 
scorching summer heat.

When al-Sadr commanded 
thousands of followers to storm 
Baghdad’s heavily fortified govern-
ment zone on July 30, he paralyzed 
state institutions and prevented his 
political rivals from proceeding with 
the formation of a government.

al-Sadr might have felt embold-
ened by the silence of the 92-year-
old al-Sistani, a revered spiritual 
figure whose word holds enormous 
sway among leaders and ordinary 
Iraqis.

three officials at al-Sistani’s 
seminary in the holy city of Najaf 
said he has not used his influence 
because he did not want to appear to 
take sides in the most acute internal 
Shia crisis since 2003. they spoke 
on condition of anonymity because 
they were not authorized to brief the 
media.

“the Marjaiya is watching the 
situation with concern,” said one of 
the officials, referring to the ayatol-

lah. He said al-Sistani “will not in-
terfere at the present time. His entry 
may be perceived as benefiting one 
party over another.”

al-Sistani has seldom inter-
vened in political matters, but when 
he has, it has altered the course of 
Iraqi politics.

In 2019, his sermon led to the 
resignation of then-Prime Minister 
adil abdul Mahdi amid mass anti-
government protests, the largest 
in Iraq’s modern history. Mustafa 
al-Kadhimi’s administration was 
sworn in with the goal of holding 
early elections, which took place in 
October.

the ayatollah has grown weary 
of current Iraqi political dynamics, 
the official in Najaf said. He has not 
resumed his usual Friday sermons, 
which were suspended during the 
pandemic. His doors remain closed 
to Iraq’s political elites, a sign that 
he disapproves of them.

the seminary in Najaf is also 
divided over al-Sadr. Some fear 
his audacity is deepening the Shia 
divide, while others agree with his 
anti-corruption and reformist rhet-
oric. Dozens of students from the 
seminary recently joined the pro-
tests.

al-Sistani does have red lines 
that, if crossed, would compel him 
to intervene, the officials said. they 
include bloodshed and attempts to 
erode what are seen as Iraq’s demo-
cratic foundations.

“Muqtada knows these red lines 
and will not cross them,” one official 
said.

Even if the Shia rivals were to 
agree to hold elections, fundamen-
tal differences remain about elector-
al rules. there’s no legal precedent 
to guide decision-makers.

al-Sadr has hinted he will es-
calate protests if the judiciary does 
not dissolve parliament by the end 
of the week. the judiciary reiterated 
on Sunday it does not have the pow-
er to disband the legislature.

His rivals in the Coordination 
Framework alliance, made up of 
largely Iran-backed Shiite parties, 
claim al-Sadr’s pressure on the judi-
ciary is unconstitutional. they don’t 
object to new elections, provided 
there is a national consensus on 
how the vote will be conducted.

Such a consensus seems unat-
tainable.

al-Sadr wants to use the same 
rules as in the October election, 
when Iraq was divided into 83 elec-
toral districts. the current law ben-
efits parties with a strong grassroots 
base like al-Sadr’s, who grew his 
seat tally from 54 to 73, while the 
Iran-backed parties saw a decrease 
from 48 to 16.

the Framework wants the law 
to be amended. However, the par-
liament building is closed, with 
hundreds of al-Sadr’s followers 
camped outside preventing MPs 
from entering.

Political Deadlock 
in Iraq

Mutual Visions of Development of Amartya Sen and Mahmoud Taha

Mahmoud Mohamed TahaAmartya Kumar Sen
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KIEV/Moscow/ warsaw

Artillery shells again 
struck the Ukrainian city of 
enerhodar on Sunday, near 
the russian-occupied nuclear 
power plant at Zaporizhzhya.

Both sides blamed the oth-
er for the shelling, and both 
sides reported that one civilian 
had been killed. russian au-
thorities said “the nationalists 
of Ukraine” had hit the area, 
while the Ukrainian mayor of 
the city, Dmytro Orlov, spoke 
of a “murderous provocation” 
by the russian side.

there was no independent 
confirmation of the incident. 
the international community 
is concerned about the secu-
rity situation at europe’s larg-
est nuclear power plant, which 
has been occupied by russian 
troops since March. experts 
from the international Atomic 
energy Agency (iAeA) are due 
to inspect the site. However, 
the United Nations, russia 
and Ukraine cannot agree on 
the planning for the visit.

 russia says it has hit tar-
gets in dozens of places in 
eastern Ukraine with missiles 
and artillery.

the attacks were concen-
trated in the Donetsk region, 
the russian Defence Ministry 
said on Sunday. in the neigh-

bouring Kharkiv region the 
village of Udy was captured, 
Moscow said. the russian 
military also said that it had 
destroyed a fuel depot near 
Sloviansk.

the Ukrainian general 
staff in Kiev reported intense 
attacks in the east and south 
of the country. in the Donetsk 
region, an attempt by russian 
forces to break through to Slo-
viansk had been repelled, it 
said.

Overall, Kiev said the situ-
ation was largely unchanged.

the information from the 
front line could not be inde-
pendently verified.

Meanwhile, the leader-
ship in the russian republic 
of Chechnya said that it was 
sending new troops as well 
as “volunteers” to fight in 
Ukraine.

in a video purporting to be 
from the airport of the Chech-
en capital Grozny, uniformed 

men were ordered to carry out 
the “destruction” of Ukrainian 
nationalists.

Following the example of 
estonia and latvia, Poland is 
considering restricting access 
to visas for russian citizens.

“Poland is working on de-
veloping a concept that will 
make it possible not to issue 
visas to russians,” Deputy 
Foreign Minister Piotr Wawr-
zyk told the PAP news agency 
on Sunday.

the deputy foreign min-
ister said his country was in 
favour of the european Union 
imposing further sanctions 
against russia because of the 
ukraine war. this would also 
include the suspension of a 
visa regime for russian citi-
zens.

“However, the large mem-
ber states, including Germany, 
France and the Netherlands, 
oppose this,” he said. Ger-
many and the european Com-
mission reject a fundamental 
suspension of tourist visas for 
russians. last week, estonia 
decided that russian citizens 
would no longer be allowed to 
enter the country on Schengen 
visas issued by estonia as of 
August 18.

russians whose home 
country is estonia or who have 
their permanent residence 
there are exempt from the 
regulation. Other exceptions 
apply, such as for family vis-
its. russian citizens with visas 
issued by other eU members 
may also continue to enter the 
country. latvia has further re-
stricted the issuance of visas 
for russians for an indefinite 
period. the latvian embassy 
in Moscow now only accepts 
visa applications from russian 
citizens who wish to attend the 
funeral of a close relative in 
latvia.

Russia carries out further missile, artillery attacks in east Ukraine

Shelling hits Ukrainian 
city near nuclear plant
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One killed, 20 injured in blast 
at mall in Armenian capital

DPA
YErEVan

At least one person was killed 
and 20 others were injured 
in an explosion at a shopping 
mall Sunday in the Armenian 
capital yerevan, according to 
witnesses. 

the mall is located outside 
the city centre, a reporter at 
the scene told DPA.

He said the “massive” blast 
on Sunday afternoon was likely 
caused by improperly stored 

fireworks that ignited. 
According to rescue work-

ers, there could still be people 
under the rubble. 

Several buildings collapsed 

or were damaged.  the blaze 
created a large cloud of smoke 
that spread over the city. Dust 
and debris settled over cars.

At least seven people had 
to be hospitalized for treat-
ment, the Civil Defence Min-
istry said. 

Many people ran report-
edly ran for their lives. the 
former Soviet republic of Ar-
menia in the South Caucasus 
is one of the world’s poorest 
countries. Violations of safety 
regulations are common.

Rescue workers operate on the site of a retail market in the Armenian capital Yerevan on Sunday, after an 
explosion sparked a fire, killing one person and injuring 51, according to the emergency situations minis-
try. (aFP)

Channel crossings 
to Britain exceed 
20,000 for the year

DPA
London 

MOre than 20,000 people 
have been detected cross-
ing the english Channel from 
France in small boats so far 
this year, government figures 
show. Some 607 were detected 
on Saturday - the third time 
the total has topped 600 since 
the start of 2022.

it takes the provisional to-
tal for the year to 20,017. there 
were 28,526 crossings detect-
ed in 2021. By this point last 
year, just over 11,300 crossings 
had been made. there have 
been 3,618 crossings detected 
in August so far, with 1,694 in 
the past week, according to the 
Ministry of Defence.

the highest daily total for 
2022 to date was recorded on 
August 1, when 696 people 
made the crossing in 14 boats.

Saturday’s 607 crossings 
also involved 14 boats - the 
equivalent of around 43 peo-
ple per vessel. A record 1,185 
people made the crossing to 
the UK on November 11 2021 
- the highest number recorded 
since the start of 2020.

the number of people 
reaching the UK in small boats 
from France after navigat-
ing busy shipping lanes has 
increased steadily in recent 
years. Some 299 were detect-
ed in 2018, followed by 1,843 
in 2019, 8,466 in 2020 and 
28,526 last year, official fig-
ures show.

Communal service workers work in a crater following a missile strike on the second largest Ukrainian city 
of Kharkiv on Saturday, amid the Russian military invasion of Ukraine. (aFP)

Ukraine call for curbs on Russian N-sectorRussia asks UN to intervene 
for safety of nuclear plant DPA

KIEV

UKrAiNiAN President Vo-
lodymyr Zelensky has called 
on the West to impose sanc-
tions against russia’s nuclear 
industry in the wake of the 
fighting over the Zaporizhzhya 
nuclear power plant.

russia is using the nu-
clear power plant in southern 
Ukraine to frighten people 
and to blackmail the Ukrain-
ian leadership and the whole 
world, Zelensky said in a video 
address broadcast on Satur-
day evening. russia, a nuclear 
power in terms of weaponry, is 
building nuclear power plants 
in several countries.

Kiev and Moscow have 
been accusing each other for 
days of being responsible for 

the shelling of the largest nu-
clear power plant in europe. 
Zelensky has accused russian 
troops of using the russian-
occupied site as a fortress 
from which to fire on the small 
towns of Nikopol and Marhan-
ez, which lie on the other bank 
of the Dnipro reservoir.

He warned that the de-
ployment of russian troops on 
the site of the nuclear power 
plant “increases the radioac-
tive threat to europe to a level 
that did not exist even at the 
most difficult moments of con-
frontation in the times of the 
Cold War.” Zelensky called for 
“a tough reaction” in the video.

On Saturday, Ukraine 
called on Western states for 
help to prosecute russian war 
crimes committed during the 
invasion of the country.

DPA
Moscow

rUSSiAN diplomat Mikhail 
Ulyanov has called on the 
United Nations to intervene 
to ensure the safety of the 
Ukrainian nuclear power plant 
Zaporizhzhya, which has been 
subject to shelling for several 
weeks. it is the task of the UN 
Secretariat to “give the green 
light for a visit to the nuclear 
power plant by experts from 
the international Atomic en-
ergy Agency (iAeA),” Ulyanov 
told the russian state news 
agency tass in an interview 
published on Sunday.

the diplomat represents 
russia at international organi-
zations in Vienna. the iAeA 

could then take care of the 
“modalities of the trip to the 
troubled region,” Ulyanov said. 
According to reports, the UN 
has so far not allowed iAeA 
chief rafael Grossi to travel, 
not only for security reasons, 
but also because of a dispute 
over the itinerary.

Grossi could travel under 
russian protection via the 
Black Sea peninsula of Crimea, 
which was annexed by Mos-
cow in 2014, but this would 
be perceived as an affront by 
Kiev. “We worked very closely 
with the organization in May/
July and prepared the visit. 
the UN Secretariat blocked it 
at the last moment without ex-
plaining the reasons,” Ulyanov 
said.

DPA
London

AUtHOr Salman rushdie has 
been taken off his ventilator 
and is talking as he recovers 
from being stabbed in the Unit-
ed States. British-American 
writer Aatish taseer said, in a 
since-deleted tweet, that the 
75-year-old was “off the venti-
lator and talking (and joking),” 
which was then confirmed by 
his agent Andrew Wylie.

Wylie had earlier said 
rushdie was using the ventila-
tor and could lose an eye after 
he sustained injuries to his 
arm and liver in the attack.

the indian-born Briton, 
whose novel The Satanic Vers-
es led to death threats from 
iran in the 1980s, was about to 
deliver a lecture at the Chau-
tauqua institution, 65 miles 
from Buffalo in New york 
state, when he was attacked.

the man accused of stab-
bing him pleaded not guilty 
on Saturday to charges of at-
tempted murder and assault, 
in what a prosecutor called a 
“pre-planned” crime.

A lawyer for Hadi Matar, 
24, entered the plea on his be-
half during a formal hearing at 
a court in western New york.
Matar appeared in court wear-
ing a black and white jumpsuit 
and a white face mask, with his 
hands cuffed in front of him.

A judge ordered him to be 
held without bail after district 
attorney Jason Schmidt told 
her Matar took steps to pur-
posely put himself in a position 
to harm rushdie, getting an ad-
vance pass to the event where 
the author was speaking and 
arriving a day early with a fake 
iD. “this was a targeted, un-
provoked, pre-planned attack 
on Mr rushdie,” Schmidt said.

Public defender Nathaniel 
Barone said the authorities 
had taken too long to get Ma-
tar in front of a judge, while 
leaving him “hooked up to a 
bench at the state police bar-
racks.” “He has that constitu-
tional right of presumed inno-
cence,” Barone added.

rushdie was stabbed at 
least once in the neck and once 
in the abdomen, according to 
police, before he was taken to 
hospital. His publisher Pen-
guin random House said they 
were “deeply shocked and ap-
palled” by the incident.

Prime Minister Boris 
Johnson said he was “appalled 
that Sir Salman rushdie has 
been stabbed while exercising 
a right we should never cease 
to defend.” He added: “right 
now my thoughts are with his 
loved ones. We are all hop-
ing he is okay.” labour Party 
leader Sir Keir Starmer said: 
“Salman rushdie has long em-
bodied the struggle for liberty 
and freedom against those 
who seek to destroy them.

“this cowardly attack on 
him yesterday is an attack on 
those values. the whole la-
bour Party is praying for his 
full recovery.” US national 
security adviser Jake Sullivan 
said: “today, the country and 
the world witnessed a repre-
hensible attack against the 
writer Salman rushdie. this 
act of violence is appalling.” 
“All of us in the Biden-Harris 
administration are praying for 
his speedy recovery. We are 
thankful to good citizens and 
first responders for helping 
Mr rushdie so quickly after 

the attack and to law enforce-
ment for its swift and effec-
tive work, which is ongoing.” 
the author lived in hiding for 
many years in london under a 
British government protection 
programme after the fatwa.

in 1998, the iranian gov-
ernment withdrew its support 
for the death sentence and 
rushdie gradually returned to 
public life, even appearing as 
himself in the 2001 film Bridget 
Jones’s Diary. the index on 
Censorship, an organisation 
promoting free expression, said 
money was raised to boost the 
reward for Sir Salman’s killing 
as recently as 2016, underscor-
ing that the fatwa still stands. 
He was knighted in 2008 and 
earlier this year was made a 
member of the Order of the 
Companions of Honour as 
part of the Queen’s Birthday 
Honours.

Rushdie now off 
ventilator, able to 
talk amid recovery  
from stab wounds

A general view of the hospital 
where novelist Salman Rushdie 
is being treated. (aFP)

Ukrainian Volodymyr Zelensky

Several buildings col-
lapsed or were damaged. 
The blaze created a large 
cloud of smoke that 
spread over the city. Dust 
and debris settled over 
cars.

News 
in brief

More than 1,500 people flee from forest 
fires in north-eastern part of Spain

Many Germans show little interest in 
getting new Covid-19 vaccine

Earthquake of magnitude 4.8 shakes 
Greek holiday island

MadrId about 1,500 people in several towns in north-east-
ern spain have had to flee their homes because of an out-of-
control forest fire. The flames in the region around the town 
of añón de Moncayo, about 70 kilometres west of the city of 
Zaragoza, were fanned by strong gusts of wind, a firefighter 
told the spanish state television station rTVE on sunday.
a constantly shifting wind direction was also making the fire 
difficult to control. about 300 professional firefighters were 
helping residents beat back the flames. Further south, in 
Jumilla near Murcia, firefighters were also battling a forest 
fire in strong winds. (DPA)

BErLIn Many Germans appear uninterested in a new, adapt-
ed covid-19 vaccine expected to be available in the coming 
months, according to a survey commissioned by dPa. asked 
if they planned to get the new jab, tailored to protect against 
the omicron variant, 34% of respondents said “no” and 22% 
said “maybe,” in the survey by pollsters YouGov. an overall 
38% responded “yes,” while 6% gave no reply or answered 
“don’t know.” on Friday, Health Minister Karl Lauterbach said 
he expected the European approvals for vaccines against the 
omicron Ba.1 and Ba.5 variants to be granted on september 
1 and 27 respectively. (DPA)

aTHEns a 4.8-magnitude earthquake shook the Greek holiday 
island of samos on sunday morning. The centre of the quake 
was around 12 kilometres below the seabed in the strait be-
tween samos and the Turkish aegean coast near Kusadasi, 
according to the Geodynamic Institute in athens. “There have 
been no injuries or significant damage,” the mayor of the 
main village, Giorgos stantzos, said. (DPA)
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QATAR Islamic Bank (QIB) 
is pleased to announce the 
third millionaire winner of 
its highly anticipated Misk 
Account draw.

The draw was held in the 
presence of official repre-
sentatives from the Ministry 
of Commerce and Industry 
as well as QIB officials. Ah-
mad Abdulla Al Malki was 
randomly selected, making 
him the lucky third million-
aire of this edition.

QIB is awarding four 
millionaires throughout the 
year, and offering QR10,000 
to 15 winners every week, in 
addition to QR50,000 to two 
lucky winners every month 
in its fifth edition of the Misk 
Account. This brings the to-
tal number of winners to 
808 receiving QAR 13 Mil-
lion dedicated for this edi-
tion, the largest prize pool in 
Qatar awarded to date.

With the annual grand 
prize announcement, QIB 
will conclude its fifth edi-

tion of Misk Account in 
November of this year. In 
this year’s edition, QIB has 
awarded three lucky win-
ners with QR1 million each 
with the fourth and final 
millionaire to be announced 
in November.

Commenting on winning 
the grand prize, Malki said, “I 
would like to sincerely thank 
QIB for such a valuable re-
ward, it was a big surprise 

to me. I am very proud to 
be a QIB customer and truly 
grateful for opening my Misk 
Account. I highly encourage 
everyone to take part in this 
great opportunity.”

QIB General Manager – 
Personal Banking Group D 
Anand said, “I would like to 
congratulate the third mil-
lionaire of the highly-an-
ticipated fifth edition of the 
Misk Account draw, Ahmad 

Abdulla Al Malki. The Misk 
Account is a unique savings 
account that is open to all 
citizens and residents in Qa-
tar. It provides exceptional 
features and seamless saving 
solutions to all our customers 
while rewarding them with 
valuable prizes.”

Since the launch of the 
fifth edition of the Misk Ac-
count Millionaire Draw, 570 
weekly winners were award-

ed prizes worth QR5,700,000 
and 10 monthly winners with 
prizes worth QR500,000 as 
well as three winners receiv-
ing QR1 million each in the 
quarterly draw.

Existing and new QIB 
customers can open a Misk 
Account easily through the 
QIB Mobile App. Customers 
will receive a free debit card, 
become eligible to request 
a free first-year credit card 
against their Misk Account 
balance, receive profits on 
their savings and have the 
chance to frequently win 
cash prizes.

To be eligible for the 
weekly draws, custom-
ers must maintain a mini-
mum monthly balance of 
QR10,000 to be eligible for 
the weekly draws. To qualify 
for the grand prize draws, the 
customer must open the ac-
count three months prior to 
the draw and maintain a min-
imum of QR10,000 for each 
of those months. For every 
additional QR10,000 saved, 
the customer has one addi-
tional chance in the draws.

QIB announces third Misk account millionaire

QDB, QRDI ink agreement 
for supporting Qatar’s 
entrepreneurial ecosystem
TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK

DOHA 

QATAR Development Bank 
(QDB) and Qatar Research 
Development and Innovation 
(QRDI) Council have signed a 
memorandum of understand-
ing (MoU) to enhance their 
strategic cooperation and sup-
port the national entrepre-
neurial ecosystem.

The agreement aims to 
open up new opportunities 
for entrepreneurs, in addi-
tion to supporting research, 
development, and innovation 
in emerging ventures.

With a focus on empower-
ing start-ups in the country, 
the two parties will inaugurate 
their cooperation by launch-
ing an SME Product Manage-
ment Bootcamp. In addition, 
both parties will cooperate 
in formulating policy recom-
mendations that promote the 
innovation ecosystem.

The MoU paves the way 
for programmes to enhance 
the skills of entrepreneurs 
and provide them with the 
tools required for success at 
both the national and inter-
national levels. The agree-
ment creates opportunities to 
exchange experiences that are 
beneficial for both parties and 
all members of the national 
entrepreneurial ecosystem.

QDB Acting Chief Ex-
ecutive Officer Abdulrahman 
Hesham Al Sowaidi stressed 
the significance of this initia-
tive and the positive impact it 
will have on entrepreneurs. 
He said, “We are pleased to 
partner with a leading mem-
ber of the national business 
ecosystem. The MoU with 
QRDI Council will boost 
QDB’s endeavours that aim to 
empower entrepreneurs and 
SME owners. The agreement 
also places innovation and 

capability development at the 
heart of our work, which will 
positively influence the local 
economy at large.”

Meanwhile, QRDI Council 
Secretary-General Engineer 
Omar Ali Al Ansari said, “The 
Council strives to implement 
the Qatar Research, Develop-
ment and Innovation Strat-
egy 2030 (QRDI 2030), which 
acts as a roadmap to develop 
the national innovation eco-
system. QRDI 2030 encour-
ages fruitful cooperation with 

local and global institutions. 
Thus, we are proud to enter 
this partnership with QDB 
and build a positive growth 
environment for SMEs. It 
also helps bolster innovation 
activities in leading national 
companies and international 
enterprises.”

QDB and QRDI will or-
ganize their first joint training 
programme in August 2022. 
The programme targets SME 
owners and will train them in 
the “managing the product” 

strategy in order to improve 
corporate capabilities. The 
program will also assist train-
ees in leading technological 
development in the country 
while equipping them with 
the knowledge and necessary 
tools to lead creative projects. 
The initiative is a vital step in 
building a national ecosystem 
that compromises local pro-
duction leaders.

The council aims to pro-
mote the position of Qatar as 
a regional oasis of opportunity 

and stability by strengthening 
research, development, and 
innovation. This entails fac-
ing challenges with new op-
portunities and international 
relations, as well as building 
the competencies of nationals 
and attracting international 
talents. 

These are in line with 
QDB’s strategy as a financial 
institution responsible for 
developing the private sec-
tor through access to finance,                
capability and markets.

The agreement between QDB and QRDI aims to open up new opportunities for entrepreneurs, in addition to supporting research, development, 
and innovation in emerging ventures.

Ahmad Abdulla Al Malki is the third millionaire winner in this latest edition of Misk Account Draw

GIS likely to see 
revenue rising 
in 2022: QNBFS

SATYENDRA PATHAK 
DOHA 

GULF International Services 
(GIS) is expected to contin-
ue improving its revenue in 
2022 as the drilling segment 
is achieving profitability or 
near-profitability, QNB Fi-
nancial Services (QNBFS) has 
said in a company report pub-
lished on Sunday.

The report said, “We con-
tinue to envision acceleration 
in momentum in the drilling 
segment in 2022 and onward. 
Other segments of GIS should 
also contribute positively, 
while continued progress in 
cost reduction should help 
boost earnings.” 

GIS posted a net profit of 
QR84.5 million in the second 
quarter of 2022 against QR4.8 
million in the second quarter of 
2021 and QR83.3 million in the 
first quarter of 2022. 

“Reported earnings for the 
second quarter of 2022 exceed-
ed our forecast of QR60.8 mil-
lion given better-than-expected 
top-line performance from ca-
tering, aviation and insurance, 
along with higher-than-antic-
ipated gross profits from in-
surance and aviation. Drilling, 
however, posted lower-than-ex-
pected revenue and gross profit 
against our model,” it said.

“Overall revenue of 
QR903.5 million in the sec-
ond quarter of 2022 was 7.2 
percent ahead of our forecast 
of QR843 million. The drill-
ing revenue of QR311.1 million 
in the second quarter of 2022 
was 4 percent lower than our 
estimate of QR324 million. As 
expected, the significant YoY 
top-line growth in the first half 
of 2022 was driven by new 
higher day rates becoming ef-
fective for GDI’s offshore fleet 
from July 2021, along with the 
resumption of two onshore rigs 
from the third quarter of 2021,” 
the report said.

“Moreover, all five offshore 
rigs under the GulfDrill in the 
NFE project are operating 

with the third quarter of 2021 
being the first full quarter of 
contribution, which boosted 
management fees and thus 
revenue. New contracts for 
lifeboats in the KSA and Mal-
dives also helped boost the top 
line. Finally, in the first quarter 
of 2021, GDI successfully re-
newed contracts for some off-
shore rigs with extended terms 
ranging from 2-5 years, aiding 
YoY growth. On a QoQ basis, 
a largescale overhaul of an off-
shore rig impacted top-line and 

bottom-line performance caus-
ing the miss vs. our model,” the 
report said.

“Aviation revenue of 
QR234.9 million was 11.6 per-
cent ahead of our estimate of 
QR210.5 million,” it said. 

“We stay longer-term 
positive on GIS and continue 
to expect improving financial 
performance to drive stock 
price performance over the 
next 12 months. Moreover, we 
believe the progress made in 
cost reduction thus far should 
dovetail with improving mar-
ket fundamentals as we move 
forward. Favourable updates 
on debt restructuring, which 
was put on the back burner 
due to COVID-19, could also 
please equity investors,” the 
report said.

GIS expected to see accelera-
tion in momentum in the drilling              
segment in 2022 and onward. 

European gas prices 
soar as flows from 
Russia stay low

AGENCIES 
LONDON 

EUROPEAN gas prices have 
soared as flows from Russia 
through the Nord Stream 1 
pipeline stay low, exacerbat-
ing the region’s energy woes, 
a report by Rystad Energy 
showed.

Norwegian exports to 
the UK also slipped due to 
a breakdown at the Sleipner 
export hub, which further 
put pressure on prices.

The European Title 
Transfer Facility — a virtual 
trading point for natural gas 
in the Netherlands — front-
month prices remained high 
at about $61.59 per million 
British thermal Units (MMB-
tu) on Thursday, as Europe 
revised its temperature fore-
casts, the report said.

Russian gas company 
Gazprom cut shipments on 
the Nordstream pipeline to 
Germany to 20 per cent of 
capacity last month, citing is-
sues with turbines. The move 

sent gas prices to the highest 
levels since March.

 “TTF prices will contin-
ue at high levels so long as 
gas supply from Russia ap-
pears to remain tight in the 
foreseeable future,” Rystad 
analyst Lu Ming Pang said in                
a note.

“The Nord Stream 1 pipe-
line continues to export gas 
from Russia into Europe at 
20 per cent capacity, which is 
roughly 33 million cubic me-
tres per day [MMcmd].”

Gazprom claimed that 
Nord Stream 1 is only capa-
ble of operating at 20 per 
cent capacity as only one out 
of five compressors is in op-
eration at the moment.

The ongoing compres-
sor transfer situation be-
tween Siemens and Gazprom 
has not yet been resolved, 
with Siemens claiming that 
Gazprom is still not facilitat-
ing receipt of the compressor 
into Russia despite all the 
relevant customs documents 
being in place.
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The Planning and Statistics 
Authority (PSA) has released 
the Consumer Price Index 
(CPI) for the month of July 
2022. The CPI of July reached 
103.65 points showing an in-
crease of 0.49 percent when 
compared to CPI of June 2022.

On year-on-year (Y-o-Y) 
basis, an increase of 4.98 per-
cent has been recorded in the 
general index (CPI).

When comparing the main 
components of CPI for the 
month of July 2022, with the 
previous month of June 2022, 
there was an increase in sev-
en groups, decrease in three 

groups, while two groups re-
mained unchanged.

The following groups in-
creased: “Clothing and Foot-
wear” by 2.56 percent, “Rec-
reation and Culture” by 2.54 
percent, “Restaurants and ho-
tels” by 1.68 percent, “hous-
ing, Water, electricity and oth-
er Fuel” by 0.62 percent, and 
“Transport” by 0.17 percent, 
a slight increase was noticed 
in “Furniture and household 
equipment” and “Food and 
Beverages” by 0.04 percent, 
0.02 percent respectively.

A decrease has been re-
corded on three main groups 
namely: “Communication” by 
2.13 percent, “Miscellaneous 
Goods and Services” by 1.43 

percent, and “health” by 0.21 
percent. “Tobacco” and “edu-
cation” remained flat at the 
last month’s price level.

A comparison of the CPI 
of July 2022 with the CPI of 
July 2021 (annual change), 
an increase has been recorded 
in the general index (CPI), by 
4.98 percent. This [Y-o-Y] 
price increase was primarily 
due to rise in prices in eight 
groups namely: “Recreation 
and Culture” by 32.38 percent, 
followed by “housing, Water, 
electricity and other Fuel” by 6 
percent, “Food and Beverages” 
by 4.24 percent, “Restaurants 
and hotels” by 2.16 percent, 
“Furniture and household 
equipment” by 1.48 percent, 

“Clothing and Footwear” by 
0.56 percent, “education” by 
0.28 percent. “Miscellaneous 
Goods and Services” by 0.12 
percent.

A decrease has been no-
ticed in price levels in “health” 
by 3.38 percent, “Communi-
cation” by 1.48 percent, and 
“Transport” by 0.08 percent. 
There were no changes in “To-
bacco” group.

The CPI of July 2022 ex-
cluding “housing, Water, 
electricity and other Fuel” 
group stands at 103.63 points, 
an increase by 0.46 percent, 
compared to the index of June 
2022. Compared with counter-
part in 2021, the CPI of July in-
dex increased by 4.76 percent.

July consumer price 
index up 4.9% y-o-y

The CPI of July reached 103.65 points showing an increase of 0.49 percent when compared to CPI of June 2022.

Agencies 

BOeInG Co’s 787 Dreamliner 
has returned to the world mar-
ket for newly delivered aircraft 
at a time when demand for 
wide-body jetliners is finally 
stirring to life after a pro-
longed slump.

The U.S. planemaker de-
livered its first Dreamliner 
since May 2021 on Wednes-
day, in a significant milestone 
for the manufacturer after 
production problems with its 
wide-body jet.

Boeing must now wade 
through painstaking regu-
latory checks to get further 
787s delivered while chipping 
away at a backlog of about 
120 stored planes outside its 
plants.

But analysts say there is 
increasingly talk of demand 
for such jets after years of a 
market glut.

From east Asia to the Gulf, 
several airlines are renewing 
wide-body fleets.

Saudi Arabia is discussing 
a potentially significant order 
for wide-body jets, three in-
dustry sources said, though 
talks have fluctuated over sev-
eral years without a deal being 
announced and the timing of a 
decision may be some way off.

But with Riyadh investing 
in tourism and aviation as part 

of its Vision 2030 blueprint 
to diversify the economy, one 
person following the matter 
predicted a decision “sooner 
rather than later,” with Boeing 
787 and 777X seen potentially 
among the mix.

Taiwan’s government-
backed China Airlines is 
weighing options to renew a 
fleet of 22 Airbus A330 jets in 
a competition between the 787 

and Airbus A330neo.
Malaysia Airlines is poised 

to announce on Monday a 
deal to acquire 20 A330neo 
wide-body jets, roughly half 
of which would be bought di-
rectly from Airbus.

“I firmly believe that as 
borders fully reopen, we will 
see the same rebound in in-
ternational travel that we saw 
in the domestic markets,” 

Aengus Kelly, chief executive 
of AerCap, the world’s largest 
leasing firm, said on Thursday.

“Given the level of inquiry 
and demand we are seeing for 
wide-body aircraft, it is clear 
that the airlines are also con-
vinced of this.” International 
traffic has accelerated since 
the start of the year, though 
the International Air Trans-
port Association says it has a 

long way to run before regain-
ing pre-pandemic levels.

“What we’re seeing right 
now is definitely a recovery 
that’s taking hold in certain in-
ternational markets,” Ihssane 
Mounir, Boeing’s senior vice-
president of commercial sales 
and marketing, said after last 
month’s Farnborough Air-
show.

DeMAnD ReBOUnD 

“The transatlantic is live and 
doing well,” Mounir told re-
porters. “You’re seeing very ro-
bust demand between europe 
and the U.S. and ... between 
the Middle east and europe 
and U.S. So folks are sticking 
their heads above water again 
and ... making plans.” Part of 
the surge of interest stems 
from delays caused by manu-
facturers themselves as well as 
increased regulatory scrutiny 
following the recent Boeing 
737 MAX safety crisis.

Boeing’s large twin-en-
gined 777X has been pushed 
back to 2025, five years later 
than originally planned, and 
the 787 has had a one-year 
pause in deliveries.

“There is a real rebound in 
demand for wide-bodies, but 
availability is short because 
of manufacturing and devel-
opment delays. Therefore it is 
not yet back to pre-COVID lev-
els,” said independent aviation 
adviser Bertrand Grabowski.

“The 777X is late and the 
programme has its own prob-
lems and the 787 availability 
has been patchy,” he added.

Adding to the squeeze, Air-
bus faces supply-chain prob-
lems.

“The jury is out on whether 
Airbus will manage to reach 
their delivery target for the 
A350,” Grabowski added.

Still keeping markets 
guessing, and perhaps the big-
gest part of the demand puz-
zle, is China, industry execu-
tives said.

Many had seen the door as 
being left ajar to a significant 
Boeing wide-body order after 
the last big Chinese order in 
July, which focused purely on 
smaller narrow-body models, 
went to Airbus.

In September, U.S. Com-
merce Secretary Gina Rai-
mondo said the Chinese gov-
ernment was preventing its 
domestic airlines from buying 
“tens of billions of dollars” of 
Boeing airplanes. China tends 
to balance jet purchases over 
time but has effectively been 
off the market for five years, 
with demand hampered first 
by trade tensions and then by 
the pandemic, analysts said.

now, potential trade with 
emblematic U.S. companies 
has been thrust into the fu-
rore surrounding U.S. house 
of Representatives Speaker 
nancy Pelosi’s visit to Taiwan 
as well as Chinese military 
exercises around the China-
claimed self-ruled island.

Reduced air traffic as mil-
lions remain under lockdown 
are also a drag on demand, 
Greg Waldron, Asia managing 
editor of FlightGlobal, said last 
week.

Wide-body jet demand humming again as Boeing 787 rejoins the fray

Nordex posts losses in first half, on track to hit full-year targets
dpA 

hamburg

GeRMAn wind turbine manu-
facturer nordex has confirmed 
its forecast for the year despite a 
decline in sales and earnings in 

the first half of this year. 
From January to June, sales 

fell by about a fifth to €2.10 bil-
lion ($2.14 billion) as a result of 
a smaller number of installa-
tions, the company announced 
in hamburg on Sunday. Adjust-

ed for the realignment costs, 
earnings before interest, taxes, 
depreciation and amortization 
(eBITDA) slipped significantly 
into the red. nordex posted a 
loss of €143.7 million here, af-
ter €68.4 million in the same 

period of the previous year. In 
addition to the lower number 
of installations outside europe 
and Latin America, the compa-
ny said business was indirectly 
affected by the pandemic and 
the Ukraine war.

DATA is the busi-
ness buzzword of 
the era. But how do 
companies locate it, 
analyse it, shape it, 

and use it to drive growth 
and profitability? Firas  
Sleiman, leader of PwC’s 
Qatar technology, digital and 
cyber practices, has four key 
recommendations.

Data is the new oil. Just 
one look at the market capi-
talisation list for the high-
est valued companies on the 
planet, and you quickly no-
tice the common denomina-
tor: they are data companies 
at the core.

What is a cryptocur-
rency? It’s data. In particu-
lar, monetised data, where a 
marketplace has been created 
to trade several bytes of data, 
which have been deemed 
“valuable” as a commodity. 
What is a transaction histo-
ry, or a patient record, or an 
automated delivery route, or 
a demographic profile? They 
are all intangible strings of 
binary data, something you 
could put on a memory stick 
or send in an email or post to 
a website.

Data is now so valuable 
that it is outstripping every 
other form of corporate as-
set to become the primary 
resource of the digital econo-
my. Data is not just informa-
tion: it is the growth driver 
for today’s most dynamic 
companies.

This is a reality that has 
taken shape very quickly, and 
many businesses have not 
yet caught up with the pace 
of change. Only 20 years ago 
we were still talking in terms 
of kilobytes of data. But in 
every decade since, we have 
seen the amount of data be-
ing generated on a daily ba-
sis exponentially grow, going 
from kilobytes to gigabytes to 
terabytes to petabytes.

Big Data is born – mas-
sive amounts of structured 
and unstructured data, some 
organised, some correlated, 
and others completely ran-
dom and waiting for a pur-
pose. The focus of corporate 
competition moves from 
building tangible products to 
managing intangible assets, 
and generating value from 
insights, analyses and pat-
terns. For many companies, 
the data that is becoming 

the core of their business is 
something they already have 
– but may not know how to 
benefit from.

Unlocking the value of 
data Companies that do un-
derstand their data and how 
to exploit it are among the 
world’s most valuable. Just 
think of Apple – it is no long-
er primarily about selling de-
vices, it is about your music, 
your movies, your photos 
and filters, your apps. Google 
is about maps, knowledge, 
self-organisation, and adver-
tising based on knowing who 
you are. Microsoft is about 
your office, your intellectual 
property, your work. 

Facebook is about your 
habits, your sentiments, your 
identity, your connections 
and your messages. even 
Tesla is becoming as much 
about road mapping, usage 
patterns and understanding 
your driving as it is about 
electric motors and batter-
ies. Uber is about your loca-
tion, your rating, and match-
ing the nearest GPS location 
of your driver to get you to 
your destination faster. All 
of these companies run on a 
single fuel: data.

We think there are four 
key steps that companies 
need to take to gain control 
of their data and harness its 
value.

* Liberate. Ask, where is 
your data? It may be trapped 
in applications like your 
eRP system, your customer 
accounts, or your product 
documentation repositories. 
Don’t think of those appli-
cations as storage, think of 
them as jails for your data. 
Invest in liberating data from 
the different jails, and invest 
in consolidating it, and then 
you can begin to work on re-
leasing its true value.

* Understand. When we 
work with companies we 
talk about correlating data, 
which means understand-
ing how seemingly disparate 
data items can actually point 
to the same reality. You may 
find you have five or ten dif-
ferent types of data that all 
refer to the same person or 
entity, so we can add meta-
data that unifies many data 
points around a common 
subject. And suddenly that 
jumble of data is clarified, 
and becomes understand-

able hence valuable.
* Analyse. now we have 

data with structure, which 
means artificial intelligence 
(AI) can get to work on it. 
Are there correlations within 
the data? Are there oddities, 
singularities or patterns that 
point to opportunities, like 
opportunities to improve ef-
ficiency, or find untapped 
markets, or discover which 
investments are working and 
which are wasting money? A 
company doesn’t even have 
to know exactly what it is 
looking for: using ‘bottom up 
analysis’ it is possible to find 
answers to questions you 
were not even thinking of.

* Monetise. The final step 
is the biggest one, because it 
involves a leap of creativity. 
It is no accident that this is 
where companies often use 
the help of advisors and con-
sultants to turn all their data 
work into growth and new 
profits. 

The challenge is to find 
new revenue streams that 
are data-driven – but once 
you begin the opportunities 
are endless. Some compa-
nies generate so much data 
that once it is structured it is 
immediately monetizable. If 
insights have been extracted 
they too are marketable, but 
they can also be put to work 
in better understanding what 
customers want and how 
transactions can be bundled, 
or in applying predictive 
techniques to operations and 
markets to cut costs or an-
ticipate new customers.

These are the steps that 
real-world companies are 
following. Already a third 
of all businesses are com-
mercialising or sharing data 
for revenue. These are the 
fastest growing companies 
in the world – it is forecast-
ed that the data monetisa-
tion market will be worth at 
least $278 billion globally by 
2026, up from $185 billion in 
2019, and at a CAGR of 6% 
yearly .

This is the size of the 
data opportunity, and it is 
growing fast. Put simply, the 
data opportunity is already 
too big to ignore. This is the 
economy of the future, and 
companies that implement 
a structured data strategy 
today will seal their success 
story of tomorrow.

Data: The  
game-changing 

asset

A Boeing 787-8 aircraft departs Boeing in Charleston, South Carolina to be delivered to American Airlines in Fort Worth, Texas recently. (afp)
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Anshu Jain, a former co-
CEO of Deutsche Bank, has 
died, his family said in a state-
ment saturday. he was 59.

Jain died after a battle 
with duodenal cancer, which 
he was diagnosed with in 2017.

Jain was Co-CEO of 
Deutsche Bank from 2012 to 
2015, where he helped build 
the firm’s global capital mar-
kets business.

 As Co-CEO along with Jür-
gen Fitschen, he was the first 
ever non-European to lead the 
German bank. Before that, he 
was appointed to Deutsche 
Bank’s Management Board in 
2009 and ran the corporate 
and investment bank division 

from 2010.
“Anshu Jain played a key 

role in expanding Deutsche 
Bank’s position in our global 
business with companies and 
institutional investors,” said 
Alexander Wynaendts, Chair-
man of the supervisory Board 
of Deutsche Bank.

 “Today, this is of strate-
gic importance not just for 
Deutsche Bank, but for Europe 
as a financial center.” After 
leaving Deutsche Bank, Jain 
served as president of new 
York-based financial services 
company Cantor Fitzgerald 
from 2017 until his death.

Cantor Fitzgerald CEO 
howard Lutnick said Jain 
“was the consummate profes-
sional who brought a wealth of 

experience and wisdom to his 
role as president.” 

he began his career as an 
analyst in derivatives research 
at Kidder, Peabody & Co., then 
moved to Merrill Lynch, where 
he spent seven years setting up 
and then running the firm’s 
global hedge fund coverage 
group.

Jain was born in Jaipur, 
India, in January 1963. he 
received an MBA at the uni-
versity of Massachusetts, 
Amherst. he was a lifelong 
vegetarian and loved wild-
life photography, cricket and 
golf, according to his family’s  
statement.

he is survived by his wife, 
Geetika, his mother, and two 
children.

German public buildings to be heated 
to 19 degrees max to save energy
German economy minister robert Habeck announced new regula-
tions to save energy on Friday amid fears of shortages as a result 
of a stand-off with russia over the war in Ukraine.

Public buildings will only be allowed to be heated to a maximum 
of 19 degrees Celsius, buildings and monuments will no longer be 
illuminated at night and advertising installations will not be illumi-
nated, Habeck told the newspaper Süddeutsche Zeitung.

“more savings are also needed in the world of work,” he said, 
without giving further details. He said this was being discussed 
with the Labour ministry. In July, Habeck presented a new energy 
security package against the backdrop of a sharp decrease in 
russian gas supplies. It stated that it was important to reduce 
gas consumption in companies, office buildings and private house-
holds. The goal is not to heat rooms where people are not regularly 
present, such as corridors, large halls, foyers or technical rooms - 
unless it has to be done for safety reasons.

The economy ministry is now planning additional energy and 
efficiency measures in close coordination with other departments 
of the government.

an initial period of six months is planned for these measures. 
also the debate about sharply rising energy prices continued, with 
the government expected to announce next week how much of the 
price increases will be passed on to consumers. (dpa)

Agencies 

sAuDI energy company 
Aramco said sunday its 
profits jumped 90% in 
the second quarter com-
pared to the same time 
last year, helping its half-
year earnings reach nearly  
$88 billion. 

The increase is a boon 
for the kingdom and the 
crown prince’s spending 
power as people around 
the world pay higher gas 
prices at the pump while 
energy companies rake in 
top earnings.

Major oil companies 
had a strong quarter with 
Exxon Mobil booking an 
unprecedented $17.85 bil-
lion profit while Chevron 
made a record $11.62 bil-
lion. The u.K.’s shell shat-
tered its own profit record.

Aramco’s net profits 
were helped by second-
quarter earnings ending in 
June that hit $48.4 billion 
— a figure higher than all 
of the first six months of 
2021, when profits reached 
just $47 billion. It sets a 
new quarterly earnings re-
cord for Aramco since it 
first floated around 5% of 
the company on the saudi 
stock market in late 2019.

Its earnings for just 
this past quarter are al-
most what Aramco’s full-
year profits were in 2020, 
when demand for oil 
crashed during pandemic 
lockdowns. Its half-year 
earnings of $87.9 billion 
put Aramco on track to far 
surpass the full-year earn-
ings of 2019, prior to the 
pandemic, when profits hit 
$88 billion.

The company credited 
the jump to higher crude oil 
prices and volumes sold, as 
well as higher refining mar-
gins. saudi Arabia’s vast 
oil reserves are among the 
cheapest to produce in the 
world.

Aramco’s finances are 
crucial to the kingdom’s 
stability; when its margins 
are high, saudi Arabia’s 
economic growth reflects 
that. As countries around 
the world grapple with in-
flation and recession, the 
International Monetary 
Fund projects the saudi 
economy will grow by more 
than 7.6% this year, the 
highest globally.

Despite years of efforts 
by Crown Prince Moham-
med bin salman to diver-
sify the economy, and some 
success in increasing non-
oil revenue, saudi Arabia 
continues to rely heavily on 
crude exports that pay for 
public sector salaries, gen-
erous benefits to citizens 
and defense spending. Ara-
mco’s earnings also help 
the prince carry out his 
Vision 2030 infrastructure 
goals.

The company will pay 
a dividend of $18.8 bil-

lion for the second quarter 
to shareholders, as it has 
promised to do since its 
debut on the stock market. 
The higher profits bode 
well for the saudi govern-
ment, which is the main 
shareholder of Aramco.

Aramco is seen as the 
key to overhauling the sau-
di economy. Its proceeds 
from the IPO were trans-
ferred to the country’s sov-
ereign wealth fund to invest 
in projects to spur new sec-
tors and generate new jobs 
for saudi youth.

Brent crude has been 
trading at around $100 a 
barrel, even as OPEC, led 
by saudi Arabia, and non-
OPEC producers, led by 
Russia, have been steadily 
increasing production lev-
els that had been cut during 
the height of the pandemic. 

The price of oil rose 
sharply after Russia in-
vaded ukraine in Febru-
ary. Prices have dipped be-
low the $100 mark in past 
weeks amid slowed-down 
economic growth in China 
and the u.s.

Aramco President CEO 
Amin nasser said he expects 
oil demand to continue to 
grow for the rest of the dec-
ade, despite current down-
ward economic pressures. 
OPEC has said it expects 
world oil demand to rise by 
around 3 million barrels per 
day this year with total oil 
demand to average 100 mil-
lion barrels a day.

nasser said Aramco’s 
financial results so far 
this year reflect this in-
creased demand for oil, 
even as countries around 
the world, including saudi 
Arabia, pledge to cut their 
carbon emissions to avert 
catastrophic global warm-
ing levels.

“The world is calling 
out for affordable, reliable 
energy and we are answer-
ing that call,” he said, urg-
ing greater investments in 
oil and gas.

“At a time when the 
world is worrying about 
energy security, you are in-
vesting in the future of our 
business. Our customers 
know that whatever hap-
pens, Aramco will always 
deliver,” nasser said in a 
short video released with 
the financial results.

saudi Arabia is current-
ly producing around 10.5 
million barrels per day, 
with much of that exported 
to Asia and its largest cus-
tomer, China. 

The crown prince has 
said the kingdom’s maxi-
mum production capac-
ity is 13 million barrels per 
day. Aramco says it is work-
ing to one day reach that 
ceiling.

Aramco produces all of 
saudi Arabia’s oil and gas 
with its production lim-
its dictated by the energy  
ministry.

High oil prices 
help Aramco 
earn $88 billion 
in first half

Agencies 

WITh inflation raging near its 
highest level in four decades, 
the house on Friday gave fi-
nal approval to President Joe 
Biden’s landmark Inflation 
Reduction Act. Its title raises 
a tantalizing question: Will 
the measure actually tame 
the price spikes that have in-
flicted hardships on American 
households? Economic analy-
ses of the proposal suggest 
that the answer is likely no — 
not anytime soon, anyway.

The legislation, which 
the senate passed earlier this 
week and now heads to the 
White house for Biden’s sig-
nature, won’t directly address 
some of the main drivers of 
surging prices — from gas and 
food to rents and restaurant 
meals.

still, the law could save 
money for some Americans 
by lessening the cost of pre-
scription drugs for the elderly, 
extending health insurance 
subsidies and reducing energy 
prices. It would also modestly 
cut the government’s budget 
deficit, which might slightly 
lower inflation by the end of 
this decade.

The nonpartisan Congres-
sional Budget Office conclud-
ed last week that the changes 
would have a “negligible” im-
pact on inflation this year and 

next. And the university of 
Pennsylvania’s Penn Wharton 
Budget Model concluded that, 
over the next decade, “the im-
pact on inflation is statistically 
indistinguishable from zero.” 
such forecasts also undercut 
the arguments that some Re-
publicans, such as house Mi-
nority Leader Kevin McCarthy 
have made, that the bill would 
“cause inflation,” as McCarthy 
said in a speech on the house 
floor last month.

Biden himself, in speaking 
of the legislation’s effect on in-
flation, has cautiously referred 
to potentially lower prices in 
individual categories rather 
than to lower inflation as a 
whole. This week, the presi-
dent said the bill would “bring 
down the cost of prescription 
drugs, health insurance pre-
miums and energy costs.” 

At the same time, the 
White house has trumpeted 
a letter signed by more than 
120 economists, including 
several novel Prize winners 
and former Treasury secretar-
ies, that asserts that the law’s 
reduction in the government’s 
budget deficit — by an esti-
mated $300 billion over the 
next decade, according to the 
CBO — would put “downward 
pressure on inflation.” 

In theory, lower deficits 
can reduce inflation. That’s 
because lower government 

spending or higher taxes, 
which help shrink the deficit, 
reduce demand in the econo-
my, thereby easing pressure 
on companies to raise prices.

Jason Furman, a harvard 
economist who served as a 
top economic adviser in the 
Obama administration, wrote 
in an opinion column for The 
Wall street Journal: “Deficit 
reduction is almost always 
inflation-reducing.” 

Yet Douglas holtz-Eakin, 
who was a top economic ad-
viser to President George W. 
Bush and later a director of 
the CBO, noted that the lower 
deficits won’t kick in until five 
years from now and won’t be 
very large over the next dec-
ade considering the size of the 
economy.

“$30 billion a year in a $21 
trillion economy isn’t going 
to move the needle,” holtz-
Eakin said, referring to the es-

timated amount of deficit re-
duction spread over 10 years.

he also noted that Con-
gress has recently passed 
other legislation to subsidize 
semiconductor production in 
the u.s. and expand veterans’ 
health care, and suggested 
that those laws will spend 
more than the Inflation Re-
duction Act will save.

In addition, Kent smet-
ters, director of the Penn 
Wharton Budget Model, said 
the law’s health care subsidies 
could send inflation up. The 
legislation would spend $70 
billion over a decade to extend 
tax credits to help 13 million 
Americans pay for health in-
surance under the Affordable 
Care Act.

Those subsidies would free 
up money for recipients to 
spend elsewhere, potentially 
increasing inflation, although 
smetters said he thought the 
effect would likely be very 
small.

While the act could have 
the benefit of increasing the 
savings of millions of house-
holds on pharmaceutical and 
energy costs, it’s unlikely to 
have much effect on overall 
inflation. Prescription drugs 
account for only 1% of the 
spending in the u.s. con-
sumer price index; spending 
on electricity and natural gas 
makes up just 3.6%.

starting in 2025, the act 
will cap the amount Medicare 
recipients would pay for their 
prescription drugs at $2,000 
a year. It will authorize Medi-
care to negotiate the cost of 
some high-priced pharma-
ceuticals — a long-sought goal 
that President Donald Trump 
had also floated. It would also 
limit Medicare recipients’ 
out-of-pocket costs for insu-
lin at $35 a month. Insulin 
prescriptions averaged $54 in 
2020, according to the Kaiser 
Family Foundation.

“This is a historic change,” 
said Leigh Purvis, director of 
health care costs at the AARP 
Public Policy Institute. “This 
is allowing Medicare to pro-
tect beneficiaries from high 
drug prices in a way that was 
not there before.” 

A study by Kaiser found 
that in 2019, 1.2 million 
Medicare recipients spent 
an average of $3,216 on drug 
prescriptions. Purvis said re-
cipients who use the most 
expensive drugs can spend as 
much as $10,000 or $15,000 
a year.

The legislation authorizes 
Medicare to negotiate prices 
of 10 expensive pharmaceu-
ticals, starting next year, 
though the results won’t take 
effect until 2026. up to 60 
drugs could be subject to ne-
gotiation by 2029.

US president’s Inflation  
Reduction Act may have  
little impact on inflation

House Democrats cheer after Speaker of the House Nancy Pelosi (centre) signed the Inflation Reduction Act in Washington recently. (aFP)

Bill to benefit 
elderly people 
The law could save money 
for some americans by 
lessening the cost of 
prescription drugs for the 
elderly, extending health 
insurance subsidies and 
reducing energy prices

Former Deutsche Bank Co-CEO Anshu Jain dies

Business and Economy

File photo of Anshu Jain. (aFP)
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WITH the kick-off to the 
global showpiece FIFA 
World Cup Qatar 2022 

fast approaching, here is a look 
at one key player from each of 
the six Asian teams who have 
qualified for Qatar 2022. 

AARON MOOY (AUSTRALIA) 
Age: 31; Position: Central 
Midfielder; Caps: 52; Goals: 8; 
Club: Glasgow Celtic (SCO)
Goals may not be Aaron Mooy’s 
forte but there is no denying the 
quality and diff erence he brings 
to Australia. Having joined Glas-
gow Celtic just before the new 
season kicked off , Australia 
will be hoping Mooy gets regular 
game time with the Scottish 
champions in the buildup to 
Qatar 2022, with the Socceroos 
having been drawn in a tough 
Group D alongside defending 
champions France, Tunisia and 
Denmark. Mooy was a key figure 
for Australia in the AFC Asian 
Qualifiers and subsequent play-
off matches against UAE and 

Peru and barring the unexpect-
ed, will surely be in the starting 
lineup when the Socceroos open 
their campaign against France 
on November 22.

ALMOEZ ALI (QATAR) 
Age: 26; Position: Forward; 
Caps: 64; Goals: 30; Club: Al 
Duhail (QAT)
Almoez Ali lit up the AFC Asian 
Cup UAE 2019 with a record-
breaking 9 goals and the Al Duhail 
SC captain will be expected to 
play a pivotal role in Qatar’s FIFA 
World Cup debut. Ali has contin-
ued to grow since UAE 2019 and 
has relished the opportunities 
presented as Qatar have trot-
ted the globe to prepare for the 
FIFA World Cup on home soil. He 
marked his appearances in the 
2019 Copa America, 2021 Con-
cacaf Gold Cup and the UEFA FIFA 
World Cup 2022 Qualifi ers with 
goals and will be counted on to 
fi nd the back of the net against 
Ecuador, Senega and Netherlands 
in Group A of Qatar 2022.

JUNYA ITO (JAPAN) 
Age: 29; Position: Right Winger; 
Caps: 36; Goals: 9; Club: Stade 
de Reims (FRA) 
In a squad brimming with talent, 
Junya Ito’s crucial goals helped 
Japan bounce back following 
a diffi cult start to their AFC 
Asian Qualifi ers - Road to Qatar 
campaign. The right winger, who 
has recently joined French side 
Stade de Reims, scored in the 
wins against Vietnam, Oman, 
China PR and Saudi Arabia as 
Japan sealed a seventh suc-
cessive appearance at the FIFA 
World Cup Finals. Having seen 
their Russia 2018 campaign 
end in the Round of 16, Japan 
will need Ito to be at his best 
with former champions Germany 
and Spain as well as Costa Rica 
their Group E opponents.

SARDAR AZMOUN (IRAN) 
Age: 27; Position: Forward; 
Caps: 62; Goals: 40; Club: 
Bayer Leverkusen (GER)
If there is one thing that Iran 

are flush with, it has to be their 
array of attacking talent but 
there is no disputing the extra 
that Sardar Azmoun brings to 
the side. He has been at the 
forefront of Iran’s challenge in 
recent years and playing in Eu-
rope has seen Azmoun improve 
with every passing season. Now 
with German club Bayer Lev-
erkusen after a hugely success-
ful five seasons with Russian 
champions Zenit St Petersburg, 
Azmoun will be a key player in 
Iran’s bid to advance from Group 
B with England, Wales and the 
United States in their way.

SON HEUNG-MIN (S KOREA) 
Age: 30; Position: Forward; 
Caps: 104; Goals: 33; Club: 
Tottenham Hotspur (ENG) 
The talisman of the South Korea 
team, Son Heung-min will carry 
a huge burden on his shoulders 
in his third FIFA World Cup ap-
pearance. The captain of the 
squad, Son will be determined 
to reproduce the form which 

saw him emerge top scorer in 
the 2021-22 English Premier 
League, the fi rst Asian player 
to do so. South Korea will be 
equally hopeful that Son can 
power the team past Uruguay, 
Ghana and Portugal into the 
knockout stage, having last 
made the Round of 16 in 2010.

SALEM AL DAWSARI  
(SAUDI ARABIA) 
Age: 31; Caps: 53; Goals: 14; 
Club: Al Hilal SFC (KSA) 
Scorer of the winner in the 
2-1 victory over Egypt in the 
2018 FIFA World Cup, Salem Al 
Dawsari’s importance to Saudi 
Arabia is immeasurable. The Al 
Hilal star brings calmness and 
steel to an exciting Saudi Arabia 
side who will be aiming to carry 
their Asian qualifi ers into the 
FIFA World Cup. With Argentina, 
Poland and Mexico waiting for 
the Green Falcons in Group C, 
Al Dawsari will be counted on 
to steer them into the knockout 
stage. (the-afc.com)

97 Days to go

You have to show up in the World Cup, 
and in the World Cup anything can 
happen.  – Lionel MessiMONDAY, AUGUST 15, 2022

QATAR WIN HANDBALL GOLD AT 5TH ISLAMIC SOLIDARITY GAMES 

The Qatari handball team is seen with HE Jassim Rashid Al Buenain, Secretary-General of the Qatar Olympic Committee, posing with their gold medals at the Islamic Solidarity Games in Konya, Turkiye, on Sunday. Qatar defeated hosts Turkey 26-23 to 
clinch handball gold medal. Asian champions Qatar led 14-10 at the half-time. Qatar are the third country to win the handball gold at the Games. Algeria won the gold in 2005 and Saudi Arabia won in 2017.

Who’d emerge as 
the dark horse  
at Qatar 2022?

CROATIA was less than sev-
en years old as independ-
ent nation when France 

’98 kicked off.
The fact that this fledg-

ling and, at the time, war-
ravaged country of just four 
million people was even rep-

resented on the global stage 
was impressive enough. But 
the team in the red-and-white 
chequered shirts had grander 
ambitions than simply taking 
part.

They knew that, in the 
likes of Znonimir Boban, Rob-

ert Prosinecki and Davor Su-
ker, they boasted some of the 
most talented players at the 
tournament. 

They proved it too in 
brushing aside Jamaica, Ja-
pan and Gheorghe Hagi’s Ro-
mania en route to an unfor-
gettable quarter-final meeting 
with Germany.

Few thought them capable 
of challenging the three-time 
champions. No-one foresaw 
the Vatreni inflicting Germa-
ny’s heaviest World Cup de-
feat in four decades by racking 
up three unanswered goals. 
“That,” said Boban, “was the 
match of our lives.”

Edged out by an unlikely 
Lilian Thuram brace in the last 
four, Croatia would nonethe-
less go on to claim bronze by 
beating a star-studded Neth-
erlands side in the play-off for 
third place. 

“We made history,” said 
Suker, who returned home 
with the adidas Golden Boot 
after a six-goal campaign. 
“Coming third was incredible 
for a country with four million 
inhabitants that suffered so 
much in the war.” (FIFA+)

Al Wakrah hope to overcome  
injury worries against Umm Salal
TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK

DOHA

BEING held to a draw after 
their flourishing start to the 
new QNB Stars League season, 
Al Wakrah are now battling in-
jury issues ahead of their third 
round clash against Umm Salal 
to be played at the Al Thumama 
Stadium at 7.35pm on Monday.

The Blue Waves (Al Wak-
rah) are looking to bounce 
back after their 1-1 draw 
against Al Gharafa. Al Wah-
rah had scored over Al Duhail 
4-2 in the first round and have 
four points to their tally and 
are currently second with four 
points in the standings behind 
leaders Al Arabi (6).

Al Wakrah coach Marquez 
Lopez, on the eve of the match, 
said, “After the Al Gharafa 
game, we haven’t had much 
time to prepare. We will be 
without six of our players due 
to injuries while Mohamed Be-
nyettou has registration issues. 
I hope he is ready because he’s 
an influential player.”

Although Umm Salal are 
down the table being ninth, 
they gained a point against Al 
Sadd through their 1-1 draw in 
the second round. 

Al Wakrah and Umm 
Salal’s matches are always 

keenly fought and the last 
season both teams exchanged 
wins in exciting contests.

Umm Salal coach Wesam 
Rizk said: “We showed our 
fighting spirit against Al Sadd 
to snatch a point and are de-
termined to present a strong 
challenge against Wakrah.”

Rizk is counting on the 
group to come good despite 
the absence of Abdullah Khafi-
fi, who received a red card in 
their last match with Al Sadd. 

Qatar SC aim to bounce 
back against Al Sailiya
In the other third round match 

on Monday, Qatar Sports Club 
play Al Sailiya at 5:25pm at the 
Khalifa International Stadium 
on Monday hoping to make 
amends.

Qatar SC lost to Al Arabi 
in the first round 2-0 and also 
saw striker Sebastian Soria be-
ing handed a red card.

In the second round, Qatar 
SC went down to Al Markhi-
ya despite leading by a goal, 
scored off a penalty kick by 
their newcomer Badr Benoun, 
till the final minutes. 

Qatar SC coach Youssef 
Safri stressed that his team 
will fight to bounce back with 
a win against Al Sailiya.

 “I have great confidence in 
the players and their ability to 
make a difference and achieve 
victory over Al Sailiya, espe-
cially since everyone is aware 
of the responsibility and is 
keen to earn winning points,” 
said Safri ahead of the match.

Al Sailiya coach Sami Tra-
belsi, said, “A tough clash 
awaits us against Qatar SC. 

“Against Al Shamal we 
made a comeback after being 
down by a goal and we went on 
to win 2-1 which is a positive 
and lifts the morale in terms of 
team’s fighting spirit and the 
players’ determination to fight 
for a win.”

Mercurial Almoez among six Asian stars to watch out for at Qatar 2022
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Stoppage-time header from Kane 
earns Tottenham point at Chelsea

PA MEDIA/DPA
LONDON 

THOMAS Tuchel and Anto-
nio Conte were both sent off 
at full-time as Harry Kane 
snatched Tottenham a 2-2 
Premier League draw at Chel-
sea on Sunday.

England captain Kane was 
anonymous until burying a 
header from an added-time 
corner, to leave honours even 
in a tempestuous London 
derby at a sweltering Stamford 
Bridge.

Tuchel and Conte were 
both booked after Piere-Emile 
Hojbjerg slotted Spurs’ first 
goal, and the two managers 
were given their marching or-
ders after the final whistle by 
referee Anthony Taylor.

The two bosses twice 
clashed heads, first on the 
touchline then on the field 
at the final whistle, in what 
proved an unwanted post-
script to a high-quality and 
high-octane contest.

Reece James thought he 
had settled the argument with 
a cool finish on a baking west 
London day, slotting home 
after Raheem Sterling’s fine 
pass.

Kalidou Koulibaly con-
jured a thunderous volley 
from Marc Cucurella’s corner 
to hand Chelsea the 1-0 half-
time lead.

Conte confronted Tuchel 
in the aftermath of Hojbjerg’s 
controversial equaliser as ten-
sions and tempers spilled over.

Chelsea were left incensed 
that referee Taylor waved 
away the Blues’ appeals for a 
foul when Rodrigo Bentancur 
tackled Kai Havertz.

Tottenham powered up-
field and scored from the same 
play, but crucially shortly con-
ceded possession.

Jorginho had the chance 
to clear, but was robbed in his 
own box and Hojbjerg angled 
home a neat leveller.

Blues boss Tuchel remon-
strated with fourth official Pe-
ter Bankes as it became clear 
Hojbjerg’s effort would stand.

Former Chelsea manager 
Conte raced in and the pair 
briefly touched heads, and 
then both benches piled in to 
a messy melee.

Tuchel, his assistant 
Zsolt Low and Conte were all 
booked for their aggressions, 
but after all the fuss, the goal 
was awarded.

Chelsea set back to their 
task and James delivered a 
fine goal, only for Kane to pop 
up with his sole meaningful 
contribution of a tough after-
noon.

Tuchel and Conte shook 
hands walking in opposite 
directions at the final whistle, 
and when neither man re-
fused to let go another clash 
ensued.

Taylor dismissed both men 
to add an ugly postscript on a 
relentless, engrossing contest.

Tottenham Hotspur’s English striker Harry Kane (C) heads home their late second goal during the English Premier League match against Chel-
sea at Stamford Bridge in London on Sunday. The match ended in a 2-2 draw. (AFP)

Tottenham Hotspur’s Italian head coach Antonio Conte (R) and Chelsea’s German head coach Thomas 
Tuchel (L) shake hands then clash after the match at Stamford Bridge in London on Sunday. (AFP)

Nottingham Forest’s English goalkeeper Dean Henderson (R) reacts 
having saved a penalty kick from West Ham United’s English midfield-
er Declan Rice (L) during the English Premier League football match 
between Nottingham Forest and West Ham United at The City Ground 
in Nottingham, central England, on Sunday. (AFP)

Nottingham Forest 
score over West Ham, 
their first EPL home 

win in 23 years
PA MEDIA/DPA

LONDON 

NOTTINGHAM Forest won 
their first Premier League 
home game for 23 years with 
a 1-0 success over West Ham 
on Sunday.

The City Ground had not 
hosted a top-flight match since 
1999 and Taiwo Awoniyi en-
sured it was a winning home-
coming for Forest with his 
first-half goal.

The striker, who un-
til Saturday night was the 
club’s record signing this 
summer, bundled home 
from close range to become 
the first Forest player to 
score a Premier League goal 

since Chris Bart-Williams 
all those years ago.

It got them up and running 
after defeat at Newcastle on 
the opening weekend and, on 
this evidence, Steve Cooper’s 
men are going to be a welcome 
addition to the top-flight.

However, they did have 
goalkeeper Dean Henderson 
to thank for keeping the three 
points as he saved Declan 
Rice’s second-half penalty.

He also made several other 
saves while Pablo Fornals and 
Said Benrahma both hit the 
underside of the crossbar for 
the luckless Hammers, with 
the latter also seeing an open-
ing goal ruled out by VAR in 
the first half.

Forest fans celebrate their opening goal during the English Premier 
League match against West Ham United at The City Ground in Not-
tingham, central England, on Sunday. (AFP)

De Gea vows to get Manchester United 
back on track after horror start

PA MEDIA/DPA
LONDON 

DAVID De Gea insists Man-
chester United’s players are 
working hard to put their hor-
ror start to the season behind 
them.

The Red Devils slumped to 
the foot of the Premier League 
for the first time in 30 years 
after the embarrassing 4-0 de-
feat at Brentford.

Even new manager Erik 
Ten Hag questioned his 
players’ hunger as he sifted 
through the wreckage of back-
to-back losses.

As a result it is understood 
a planned day off for the play-
ers - who do not play again un-
til a week on Monday at home 
to arch-rivals Liverpool - was 
cancelled on Sunday.

Goalkeeper De Gea front-
ed up to the TV cameras to 
apologize for his role in Brent-
ford’s first two goals.

He later spoke to the club 
website and vowed that the 
players would “put our lives” 
on turning things around - 
starting with a visit from Liv-
erpool a week on Monday.

“It’s difficult to be hon-
est,” said the Spaniard. “It’s 

still tough moments. I say this 
many times, but I know the 
lads, and everyone is working 
hard.

“I’m working hard, the 
manager’s working really 
hard, so that’s the beginning.

“We made a big change so 
these are just the first games. 
We need to improve a lot, 
listen to what the manager 
wants and of course start to 
win games.

“It doesn’t matter who we 
play against. We need to pre-
pare for the game very well. 
We have a long week.

“It’s going to be tough of 

course, after this defeat. But 
let’s put our lives in training, 
put our lives on the games, 
and let’s play for the badge 
and our pride.” 

De Gea let Josh Dasil-
va’s long-range shot squirm 
through his hands for the 
opener and his ill-advised 
pass to Christian Eriksen gift-
ed Mathias Jensen number 
two.

Ben Mee headed in the 
third after United failed to 
deal with a corner and Bryan 
Mbeumo hit a slick fourth 
from Ivan Toney’s ball, all in 
the first 35 minutes.

Manchester United’s Spanish goalkeeper David de Gea (R) reacts as Brentford’s Danish midfielder Mathias Jensen (L) shoots to score their 
second goal during the English Premier League match at Brentford Community Stadium in London on Saturday. (AFP)

Paris Saint-Germain’s French head coach Christophe Galtier (2nd R) reacts during the French L1 football 
match between Paris-Saint Germain (PSG) and Montpellier Herault SC at The Parc des Princes Stadium in 
Paris on Saturday. PSG won 5-2. (AFP)

Neymar scores twice as Galtier 
maintains PSG’s winning start
STATS PERFORM/DPA

BERLIN 

NEYMAR scored twice as Par-
is Saint-Germain made it con-
secutive wins to start the Ligue 
1 season with an emphatic 5-2 
victory over Montpellier at the 
Parc des Princes on Saturday.

The champions started 
their title defence with a 5-0 
win against Clermont last 
weekend in Christophe Galti-
er’s first league game in charge, 
and they followed that up with 
a ninth success in their past 10 
league games against Mont-
pellier, despite a penalty miss 
from Kylian Mbappe midway 
through the first half.

The France international 
made amends soon after when 
his cross was turned into his 

own net by Falaye Sacko, before 
Neymar doubled the hosts’ ad-
vantage from a second penalty 
of the game.

Neymar and Mbappe scored 
either side of Wahbi Khazri’s 
goal for the visitors, while there 
were late efforts from debutant 
Renato Sanches and Montpel-
lier’s Enzo Tchato Mbiayi.  PSG 
squandered a golden chance to 
take a 23rd-minute lead as Jo-
nas Omlin pawed away Mbap-
pe’s penalty after Jordan Ferri 
had handled in the area.

Omlin twice denied Lionel 
Messi soon after, but he was 
beaten six minutes before the 
interval when Sacko diverted 
Mbappe’s low cross into his 
own net. Neymar made it 2-0 
four minutes later with a cool 
spot-kick following another 

handball in the area, this time 
from the hapless Sacko.

A second arrived for Ney-
mar in the 51st minute, the 
Brazil international sneaking in 
ahead of Omlin to head home 
Achraf Hakimi’s deflected cross.

Montpellier pulled one 
back seven minutes later when 
Khazri slotted in after Gianluigi 
Donnarumma had pushed Sepe 
Elye Wahi’s effort into his path.

Mbappe opened his account 
for the season with an instinc-
tive effort at the back post, be-
fore Sanches, who joined from 
Lille earlier this month, bundled 
into the net a minute after com-
ing off the bench. Tchato rifled 
past Donnarumma with almost 
the last kick of the game, but it 
scarcely mattered to a PSG side 
who look in fine shape.
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Halep battles past Maia to claim Toronto title
WTA

TORONTO

SIMONA Halep prevailed over 
first-time WTA 1000 finalist 
Beatriz Haddad Maia to win 
her third National Bank Open 
title, and the 24th Hologic 
WTA Tour singles title of her 
career.

Former World No.1 Ha-
lep stamped her return to the 
Top 10 with authority, as the 
Romanian claimed the title at 
the National Bank Open pre-
sented by Rogers for the third 
time in her career on Sunday.

The 2016 and 2018 cham-
pion Halep ended the run of 
first-time WTA 1000 finalist 
Beatriz Haddad Maia of Brazil 
in the championship match, 
prevailing 6-3, 2-6, 6-3 af-
ter an intense 2 hours and 16 
minutes to capture her 24th 
career Hologic WTA Tour sin-
gles title.

With her latest victory in 
Canada, Halep has won a tour-
nament three times for the 
first time in her career. How-
ever, this is Halep’s first tri-
umph in Toronto – her previ-
ous National Bank Open titles 
came at the Montreal site.

WTA 1000 expert: Ha-
lep has 185 match-wins at 
WTA 1000 tournaments, more 
than any other player. She has 
reached 18 WTA 1000 finals, 
tied with Serena Williams for 
the most finals since this level 
was introduced in 2009.

But this was Halep’s first 

WTA 1000 final since she won 
the 2020 Rome title just under 
two years ago. Despite that 
gap, Halep proved her experi-
ence at that level was second 
to none, holding off the surg-

ing Haddad Maia and improv-
ing to 3-1 against the Brazilian.

Tale of the match: In the 
closely-contested affair, Halep 
had two fewer winners than 
Haddad Maia, but she also 

had four fewer unforced errors 
despite nine double faults. 
Halep gritted out the victory 
after converting five of her 10 
break points; Haddad Maia 
was 4-for-9.

Simona Halep of Romania reacts against Beatriz Haddad Maia of Brazil during the singles final of the Na-
tional Bank Open, part of the Hologic WTA Tour, at Sobeys Stadium in Toronto, Ontario, Canada, on Sunday. 
Halep won 6-3, 2-6, 6-3.  (Getty Images/AFP)

Bayern Munich tame Wolfsburg 
to return to top of Bundesliga

DPA
BERLIN 

FIRST-HALF goals from Ja-
mal Musiala and Thomas Mül-
ler took Bayern Munich back 
to the top of the Bundesliga 
on Sunday thanks to a rou-
tine 2-0 victory over visiting 
Wolfsburg.

Musiala fired home the 
opener in the 33rd minute and 
the alert Müller deflected in a 
second shortly before the in-
terval.

Bayern survived a lucky es-
cape early on when Alphonso 
Davies turned the ball onto his 
own post but soon took con-
trol and were denied further 
goals by the offside flag on 
three separate occasions.

Borussia Dortmund had 
gone top of the table by win-
ning 3-1 at Freiburg on Friday 
but Bayern have now gone 
back above their rivals, the 
only other side with a perfect 
record, on goal difference ear-
ly in their bid for an 11th con-
secutive title.

Wolfsburg, coached by for-
mer Bayern boss Niko Kovac, 
may wonder how things would 
have turned out had Davies’ 
attempted clearance found the 
net rather than the outside of 
the post in just four minutes.

They have one point from 
two games.

Slowly but surely Bayern 
took control and Mane was 
denied a first goal in Munich 

by the flag when he turned in 
from close-range.

The breakthrough was 
merely delayed till Musiala 
took Müller’s pass and though 
fouled regained his footing to 
score from outside the box.

Müller himself doubled the 
advantage in the 43rd minute 
by turning Joshua Kimmich’s 

shot past the wrong-footed 
Koen Casteels.

Dayot Upamecano 
and Mane had celebrations 
cut short by marginal, though 
correct, offside decisions after 
the restart and Casteels saved 
the rest of what was thrown at 
him to keep the score respect-
able.

Elsewhere Mainz and Un-
ion Berlin shared the spoils 
in a low-key 0-0 draw to each 
stay unbeaten in sixth and fifth 
respectively.

Both started with opening 
day wins but largely cancelled 
each other out in a game of few 
clear cut opportunities.

The hosts went closer to 

snatching all three points 
when Lee Jae Sung’s long-
range chip almost caught out 
keeper Frederik Rönnow while 
late on Marlon Mustapha went 
on a fine solo run only to poke 
wide.

Union threatened only 
with half-chances but did 
enough to merit a point.

Bayern Munich’s team reacts after the German first division Bundesliga football match between FC Bayern Munich and VfL Wolfsburg in  
Munich, southern Germany on Sunday. (AFP)

SHIHAN MIRZA GAZANFAR AWARDS DAN AND HIGHER KYU GRADES TO KARATEKAS 

Shotokan Karate Ryu organized grading test of its junior and senior groups on Friday. Official examiner was Shihan Mirza Gazanfar Ali Baig and it was coordinated by Shaista Hussain, Maryam Baig and Henna Jamal. The instructor and examiner of junior 
group was Shabana Riaz and among the participants were: Lamar Joumaa, Rajih Assaf, Jad Assaf, and Matteo Artin they were promoted to (6th kyu orange belt), Taher Kadarsh and Rayyan Assaf were promoted to (7th Kyu Yellow belt). Among senior 
contestants were: AbdulAziz Zaram Shah who was awarded (2nd Dan Black Belt), Mirza Yousef M. Baig, Shabana Riaz and Imran Ismail Dhondne were awarded (1st Kyu Brown Belt), Etakkandy Rafi gained (3rd Kyu purple Belt), Atif Ayub was promoted to 
(5th kyu Green Belt) and Jazeel K. Veettil was promoted to (7th Kyu Yellow belt). There was a stretching challenge among both groups and Lamar Joumaa won the contest, she split her legs 180 degree and got the gold medal.

 Quick read

AMSTERDAM: The Netherlands on Sunday announced a 15-mem-
ber squad for the upcoming three-match ODI series against Paki-
stan at home.Pakistan arrived in the Netherlands on Saturday and 
will play three ODIs from August 16, 18 and 21. All three matches 
will be played at the Hazelaarweg Stadium in Rotterdam. This 
series forms part of the ICC ODI Super League and the teams will 
have the opportunity to secure points to be one of the top seven 
teams, excluding hosts India, to gain automatic qualification for 
the 2023 ICC Men’s Cricket World Cup. The crucial Super League 
series will commence in Rotterdam on Tuesday, with the Nether-
lands handing a recall to experienced wicketkeeper-batter Wesley 
Barresi at the age of 38. Baressi last represented the Netherlands 
in international cricket in June 2019 but earns a call-up with a host 
of first-choice players away in England participating in The Hundred. 
Netherlands squad: Scott Edwards (c), Musa Ahmad, Shariz Ahmad, 
Wesley Barresi, Logan van Beek, Tom Cooper, Aryan Dutt, Arnav 
Jain, Viv Kingma, Ryan Klein, Bas de Leede, Teja Nidamanuru, Tim 
Pringle, Max O’Dowd and Vikram Singh. (ANI)

Netherlands name 15-member squad  
for ODI series against Pakistan

Laxman appointed India’s 
coach for Zimbabwe Tour

ANI
NEW DELHI 

THE coaching staff for India’s 
tour of Zimbabwe, which con-
sists of three ODIs, has been 
revealed. India legend and 
current head of the National 
Cricket Academy (NCA) VVS 
Laxman will assume the role 
of the head coach for the tour 
of Zimbabwe.

Rahul Dravid has been giv-
en a break ahead of Asia Cup 
which commences on August 
27. India’s campaign begins 
with the much-anticipated 
clash against Pakistan on Au-
gust 28. India’s batting coach 
Vikram Rathour and bowling 
coach Paras Mhambrey will 

be on a break, with Hrishikesh 
Kanitkar and Sairaj Bahutule 
filling in for them.

Laxman acted as the head 
coach during India’s tour of 
Ireland in Dravid’s absence 
followed by one T20I match 
against England in Southamp-
ton and was flanked by Bahutle 
and Sitanshu Kotak. This will 
be Kanitkar’s first internation-
al assignment in a coaching ca-
pacity. He was the head coach 
of the U19 World Cup-winning 
Indian team earlier this year.

India will play three ODIs 
between 18 to 22 August 
against Zimbabwe at the Ha-
rare Sports Club, which will be 
part of the ICC Cricket World 
Cup Super League.

TOP 10 BECKONS: After just over a year outside the Top 10, two-time Grand Slam 
champion Halep is projected to rocket from No.16 to No.6 on Monday’s rankings.  
The return to the topmost echelon is a reward for a stellar 2022, where Halep has 
won 38 matches, second only to World No.1 Iga Swiatek’s 49 match-wins for the year.

NADAL, SERENA HOLD COURT

Right: Rafael Nadal 
of Spain fields ques-
tions from the media 
during the Western 
& Southern Open at 
Lindner Family Ten-
nis Center in Mason, 
Ohio, on Sunday. 
(Getty Images/AFP)

Above: Fans look 
on as Serena 
Williams of the US 
practices during 
the Western & 
Southern Open at 
the Lindner Family 
Tennis Center in 
Mason, Ohio, on 
Sunday. 
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HAMMADI RECEIVES CREDENTIALS OF ARGENTINA, KENYA, GHANA ENVOYS

Secretary-General of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs HE Dr Ahmed bin Hassan Al Hammadi received separately on Sunday copies of the credentials of Ambassador of Argentina HE Guillermo Luis Nicholas, Ambassador of Kenya HE Boniface Nduva 
Mwilu and Ambassador of Ghana HE Mohamed Noureddine Ismail. The secretary-general of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs wished the new ambassadors success in the performance of their duties, assuring them of all support to enhance bilateral 
relations between Qatar and Argentina, Kenya and Ghana to a higher level of cooperation in various fields. (QNA)

TEDinArabic inspires local 
community at Jordan event
TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK

DOHA

WHEN the curtain came down 
on the second regional TEDi-
nArabic event in Jordan re-
cently – an initiative held in 
partnership with Qatar Foun-
dation and TED – the audi-
ence was left contemplating 
many important life lessons. 

TED lectures have a strong 
reputation of inspiring people 
and changing outlook – and 
perhaps entire life courses – in 
sometimes as little as one talk. 
And this is what it felt like to 
Rajaa Shalabi, head of Inclu-
sion, Student Welfare and 
Community Engagement at 
Awsaj Academy, part of Qatar 
Foundation’s (QF) Pre-Uni-
versity Education (PUE). 

Rajaa was part of the audi-
ence, accompanying a group of 
QF school students and alum-
ni. For her, one of the lectures 
of the event related to her di-
rectly – and her experience 
teaching children with learn-
ing difficulties.

“When I listened to 
Sheikha Al Jassasi’s speech 
and her journey with vision 
loss and continuing her edu-
cation, I felt that her words 
spoke about me – about my 
field, the school, the students 
and their future, and the chal-
lenges we and the parents face 
daily,” said Rajaa. 

Awsaj Academy is a spe-
cialised school that addresses 
the needs of students with 
mild to moderate learning 
challenges. And since becom-
ing a teacher in 1996, Ra-
jaa has worked hard to raise 
awareness of learning diffi-
culties and students who did 

not receive the education they 
needed at the time. 

“In the past, these students 
were viewed negatively,” Ra-
jaa said, “They were described 
as lazy with low intelligence 
levels, which often led to them 
dropping out of school. But we 
have been able to change this 
view at Awsaj Academy and at 
our learning centre. We have 
many examples of students 
who have been able to achieve 
success and complete their 
higher education studies.

“I was touched by Sheikha 
Al Jassasi’s lecture. She was 
able to overcome many chal-
lenges and leave her stamp 
on society. Blind people are 
normal people, they just need 
help – a walking stick – to 
find their way, and this is the 
same for those with learning 
difficulties. 

“Many enjoy learning – 
they’re intelligent and have 
many talents. And it is our 
job to provide them with this 
‘stick’ by teaching them ap-
propriate strategies and giv-
ing them the information 
they need through their other 
senses.”

Over the years, Rajaa has 

had an active role in develop-
ing the Arabic language cur-
riculum in Qatar for students 
with learning difficulties – her 
aim was to be able to present it 
in a new format, differing from 
the more outdated techniques 
used in schools. To achieve 
this goal, Rajaa has helped to 
modify strategies, tools and 
educational resources, as well 
as supervise the training of 
many teachers and educators 
in Qatar and abroad. 

Given her great involve-
ment in the Arabic lan-
guage, the TEDinArabic 
platform is of particular im-
portance to Rajaa. 

“We have many initiatives 
and inspiring stories in the 
Arab world. We should not 
withhold these experiences 
from the world just because 
they are not in English or are 
in another language.

Rajaa said, “I am very hap-
py with the TEDinArabic ini-
tiative. This is not something 
new for QF, which has always 
been interested in promoting 
the Arabic language. We re-
alize that this initiative is not 
only about teaching the lan-
guage, but also about sharing 

the ambition, initiatives, and 
innovation of Arabic speak-
ers with the world – showing 
that what we have to say in our 
language is no less important 
than what others have to say 
in theirs.”

According to Rajaa, the 
event in Jordan also positively 
impacted the students and 
alumni in attendance. The ex-
perience has given them the 
opportunity to reflect on their 
own stories, and to share them 
with the world, especially with 
the launch of the ‘TEDinAra-
bic idea search’ - a platform 
through which 16 speakers 
from the Arab speaking world 
will be chosen to propose their 
ideas at an event in March 
2023 in Doha.

Sura Shalabi, a graduate of 
QAD, also part of QF’s PUE, 
and daughter of Rajaa, also at-
tended the event. 

“I am passionate about the 
Arabic language. I was very 
excited to see initiatives and 
ideas proposed by Arab com-
munity,” said Sura. “The event 
has inspired me to improve 
myself – I want to move from 
being in the audience to being 
a speaker.”

17 young leaders selected
to join Doha Debates 2022 
Ambassador Programme

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

SEVENTEEN young peo-
ple studying and working 
in Qatar have been selected 
to participate in the 2022 
Ambassador Programme of-
fered by Qatar Foundation’s 
Doha Debates. They join a 
cohort of 42 aspiring leaders 
from around the world who 
will learn advanced com-
munication skills to engage 
in productive, solutions-
oriented discussions of com-
plex global issues. These am-
bassadors, who are between 
the ages of 17 and 28 years, 
represent 16 countries on 
five continents.

In keeping with Doha De-
bates’ mission to empower 
young people to bridge dif-
ferences and build consensus 
through dialogue and debate, 
the programme will focus on 
honing ambassadors’ discus-
sion and negotiation skills 
as they tackle critical issues 
like climate change, gender 
equality and disability jus-

tice, seeking to find common 
ground with peers who have 
diverse worldviews. 

More than 300 young 
people worldwide applied 
to be part of this year’s pro-
gramme, which will feature 
renowned international 
guest leaders, including con-
flict resolution expert Go-
vinda Clayton and Afghan-
British journalist and Doha 
Debates correspondent Nelu-
far Hedayat. 

Doha Debates’ 2022 Am-
bassador Programme in-
cludes students from Qatar 
University and Qatar Foun-
dation (QF) partner univer-
sities Georgetown University 
in Qatar, Northwestern Uni-
versity in Qatar, and Virginia 
Commonwealth University 
School of the Arts in Qatar, as 
well as a member of the Qatar 
Armed Forces.

Additional cohort mem-
bers hail from the US, Leba-
non, Turkey, Bangladesh, 
Thailand, the Philippines, 
Morocco, India, Pakistan, 
Brazil, Nigeria, Finland, 

France, the UK and Sri Lanka. 
Amjad Atallah, manag-

ing director of Doha Debates, 
said: “After a tremendously 
successful launch last sum-
mer, we’re thrilled to wel-
come a new cohort of the 
Doha Debates Ambassador 
Programme. 

“The Ambassador Pro-
gramme takes Doha Debates’ 
mission to a new level, help-
ing a select group of extraor-
dinary future leaders develop 
the skills they need to bridge 
divides and work together to 
solve urgent problems. We 
salute the new ambassadors 
and thank Qatar Foundation 
for its support of this unique 
initiative.”

The Ambassador Pro-
gramme is facilitated in part-
nership with Shared_Studi-
os, a global, purpose-driven 
startup using innovative tech-
nology to build connections 
and enable collaboration any-
where in the world.

Learn more at dohade-
bates.com/doha-debates-
news/ambassadors-2022/

Pakistan’s embassy marks 75th I-Day of Pakistan with zeal
TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK

DOHA

THE 75th Independence Day 
of Pakistan was observed at 
the Embassy of Pakistan in 
Doha. A flag-hoisting cere-
mony was held at the embas-
sy in the morning. The event 
was held in a festive manner 
and attended by hundreds of 
community members. The 
community, which could not 
attend in Independence Day 
celebrations at the embassy 
during the last two years due 
to COVID-19 pandemic, par-
ticipated with renewed vig-
our and enthusiasm.  

Ambassador HE Syed Ah-
san Raza Shah hoisted Paki-
stan’s National Flag on the 
embassy premises in Doha’s 
Diplomatic Area. The Na-
tional Anthem was recited in 
unison by the assembled au-
dience on the occasion. 

In his message on the 
occasion, the ambassador 
felicitated fellow Pakistanis 
on the landmark occasion of 
the 75th Independence Day 
of Pakistan. He said the day 
refreshes the enthusiasm 
and rejuvenates the resolve 
of the nation to work for 
the progress and prosperity 
of the motherland. The day 
served as a reminder of the 
immense sacrifices rendered 
by our forefathers to achieve 

a sovereign, independent Is-
lamic State, he said, adding 
that the day inspired all Pa-
kistanis to serve the country 
with greater dedication in 
order to carry the national 
flag, which symbolizes na-
tion’s hopes and aspirations 
even higher. 

He praised the Pakistani 
community in Qatar, which 
he said was imbibed with the 
love of the country and filled 
with the zeal to participate in 
Pakistan’s progress and de-
velopment. 

The ambassador ex-

pressed gratitude to the Amir 
His Highness Sheikh Tamim 
bin Hamad Al Thani and the 
leadership of the State of Qa-
tar for hosting the Pakistani 
community in Qatar and pro-
viding them with excellent 
employment opportunities 
and living conditions. 

The ambassador high-
lighted that strong bonds of 
fraternal relations between 
Pakistan and Qatar are 
based on historical bonds of 
a shared faith, heritage and 
culture. He emphasized that 
the current leadership of 

both countries were com-
mitted to taking the broth-
erly relations between the 
two nations from strength to 
strength. 

He assured the commu-
nity that the embassy and its 
personnel would continue to 
serve the Pakistani diaspora 
with utmost dedication and 
zeal, and work for their bet-
terment and welfare with 
commitment and devotion.  
The ceremony concluded 
with prayers for progress, 
prosperity and solidarity of 
Pakistan.

Event empowers young to discuss most complex issues in the world


