MONDAY, AUGUST 15, 2022

Smt. Droupadi Murmu

This day marks a new
milestone in India’s
journey of 75 years
since Independence.
We are entering Amrit
Kaal (the golden era) that paves the way for
New India and a journey towards the Centennial
Celebrations in 25 years.

President of India

O

N the occasion of the 75th Anniversary of the
Independence of India, I congratulate and
extend warm greetings to all my fellow Indians living in Qatar.
I take this opportunity to also express
our gratitude to His Highness the Amir of the State
of Qatar Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani, His
Highness the Father Amir Sheikh Hamad bin Khalifa Al Thani and all Members of the Royal Family, the
Government of the State of Qatar for their continued
patronage and support to the Indian community in
Qatar.
This day marks a new milestone in India’s journey of 75 years since Independence. We are entering Amrit Kaal (the golden era) that paves the way
for New India and a journey towards the Centennial
Celebrations in 25 years.
At this historic juncture, all Indians, especially
those born in free and Independent India, remember and pay homage to our brave freedom fighters and the unsung heroes of our freedom struggle
whose supreme sacrifices ensured that today 1.4 billion people are living lives with pride and dignity.
We remember great leaders like Father of the Nation Mahatma Gandhi, Netaji Subash Bose, Pandit
Jawaharlal Nehru, Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel and
Baba Saheb Ambedkar who laid the foundations of
Modern India.
Every Indian is proud of 75 years’ journey of
Independent India. There is a lot to celebrate. This
includes - unity in diversity – Ek Bharat Shrestha
Bharat; freedoms and equal opportunities guaranteed in our Constitution to all citizens irrespective
of caste, colour, creed, sex, race, religion, or region;
democracy that ensured inclusive and participative
governance and withstood the test of times.
It is no mean achievement that in the 75th year,
the people of India have made history by electing the
second woman President and the first ever from a tribal background. It is a befitting testimony to the core
values enshrined in the Constitutions through which
the state has been striving to attain socio-economic
equality for the past many decades. Every Indian can
be proud of the fact that India has emerged from being a low-income country to be among the top five
economies globally; India has made strides in science
and technology, including space and nuclear sciences;
India is one of the leading centres of innovation and
Information Technology globally; India is Pharmacy
of the World; India has world-class production and
manufacturing capabilities; India is a leading global
partner to address new age challenges facing the humanity, be it climate change or building resilient and
reliable supply chains to ensure food and health security. India continues to contribute in keeping with our
ethos of ‘Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam’ or the ‘World is
One Family’.
Today, we celebrate our Tiranga (the Tricolour
National flag) through the Har Ghar Tiranga movement. It is a symbol of our diversity, unity, and Independence. I am glad that the Indian community
in Qatar has been actively celebrating the Amrit Mahotsav. I thank the friendly people and the Government of Qatar for sharing the joy of the Indian community in Qatar and being part of this Mahotsav.
It goes without saying that Qatar is a natural
partner to New India. We enjoy a historical relationship based on the strong foundations of peopleto-people contacts. Qatar has been a valuable and

Ambassador’s Message
reliable partner in India’s developmental journey of sports, business, welfare, environmental and other
events. It is a matter of great joy that India is a partIndia.
We enjoy very strong political relations and ner in Qatar-MENASA Year of Culture 2022, thus
maintained the momentum of high-level exchanges. further expanding the scope of #IndiaAt75 celebraOur leadership have maintained regular communi- tions. The grandeur of the Indian Community Fescations. The Vice President of India paid first ever tival “Passage to India” held in March 2022 which
visit to the State of Qatar in June 2022. It marked attracted huge crowds, stands as a testimony to the
a new milestone and opened a new chapter in bilat- strong cultural connection. The name of Qatar once
eral relations. External Affairs Minister of India has again entered the Guinness World Record when Invisited Qatar on a few occasions and along with the dian Sports Centre successfully conducted a yoga
Deputy PM and Deputy Prime Minister and Min- session for the maximum number of nationalities.
India-Qatar collaboration
ister of Foreign Affairs HE
in education is already well
Sheikh Mohammed bin Abknown with 20 Indian schools
dulrahman Al Thani laid the
running in Qatar and QIA’s
foundation stone for the new
investment in the EdTech
Indian chancery building
company BYJU’s. The openin Qatar in February 2022.
ing of the first Indian univerMinister of State for External
sity – Savithribhai Phule Uniand Parliamentary Affairs V
versity – last year, in Qatar,
Muraleedharan visited Qatar
is paving way for more such
in May 2022.
collaborations in the field of
These high-level exchangeducation.
es have naturally deepened
Nevertheless, I strongly
the multifaceted bilateral
believe that the current level
ties in trade, investment, enof bilateral relations is only the
ergy, defence, education, cultip of the iceberg, as India has a
ture, health, and technology and
Ambassador of India to Qatar
lot more to offer and both counopened new windows of opportunities. Bilateral trade and investment partnerships tries can do wonders together.
India is the world’s 3rd largest in terms of purcontinue to grow. Last year, bilateral trade crossed
$15 billion, recording 63 percent increase year on chasing power parity. It grew at 8.7 percent in 2021year. India is the fourth largest export destination for 22 while Foreign Direct Investment (FDI) inflow hit
Qatar and the third largest with respect to its imports. an all-time high of $83.57 billion in 2021-22, indiQatar’s investments in India have increased five- cating a 22 percent increase post-COVID-19, from
fold over the past two years. In February 2022, QIA March 2020. This was made possible through a series
committed $1.5 billion to financially support Bodhi of measures, the utmost importance of which was
tree, an investment platform jointly formed by Lupa the largest vaccination drive in the world, which sucSystems and Star India. India’s edtech major Byju’s cessfully administered over 2 billion doses, ensuring
signed an MoU with QIA to open an R&D centre that 90 percent of the adult population are fully vacin Doha. It is also amazing that Byju’s is one of the cinated. This would not have been possible at such a
sponsors to FIFA. Qatar Financial Centre had signed large scale in such a short span, without indigenous
an MoU with the Institute of Chartered Accountants vaccines. A production-linked incentive scheme anof India (ICAI) to promote entrepreneurship and fa- nounced by India for 13 priority sectors in April 2020,
cilitate the set up of Indian firms in Qatar through started bearing its fruits as currently, India is one
collaborative initiatives. Along similar lines, an of the fastest growing mobile manufacturers in the
MoU was signed between International Financial world and the second largest volume-wise. India has
Services Centre Authority (IFSCA) and the Qatar Fi- one of the largest networks of higher education instinancial Centre Authority (QFCA) in January 2022. tutions in the world, which was estimated to be worth
The launch of ‘India-Qatar Startup Bridge’ aims to $117 billion in 2020-21 and is expected to reach $225
link the innovation ecosystems of the two countries. billion by 2025-26.
At the same time, it is not a secret that even after
Bilateral defence and security cooperation between India and Qatar continues to make meaning- 75 years of independence and tremendous achieveful progress with continuous engagement at all lev- ments in various fields, the rural-urban divide
els. A high-level delegation headed by Vice Admiral across various sectors still remains huge. Yet, New
Ajendra Bahadur Singh, Commanding in Chief of India sees this as an opportunity for improvement
Indian Navy’s Western Naval Command participat- and aims to bridge this divide during the Amrit Kaal.
ed in Doha International Maritime Defence Exhibi- Already, a series of measures were put in place to
tion (DIMDEX) in March 2022. INS Kolkata was double the income of farmers and widen their finandeputed on the occasion. Qatari Emiri Naval Force cial security net; expand agricultural production and
participated as Observers in the Biennial multilater- promote agri-exports and provision of roads and
al Naval exercise MILAN 2022 hosted by the Indian electricity to villages. This is a great opportunity for
bilateral cooperation which serves mutual interests
Navy in Visakhapatnam.
These age-old ties still continue to feed the cur- – food security for Qatar and investments in India.
A related field to food and agri-industry, is the
rent people-to-people contacts be it -cultural, business, trade or other ties. The diverse Indian Commu- shipping and ports development one, again which
nity in Qatar epitomizes the fact that both cultures can be a potential area for mutual collaboration.
are intertwined and integrated. It represents India India allows up to 100 percent FDI under the autoin a microcosm. They have been actively celebrating matic route for projects related to the construction
Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav through various cultural, and maintenance of ports and harbours.

HE Dr Deepak Mittal

Shri. Narendra Modi
Prime Minister of India

In the last two decades, Indian ports have attracted a cumulative FDI amounting to $1.64 billion. At
the Maritime India Summit in March 2021, in which
Qatar also participated, India announced 400 new
projects in the sector with an investment potential
of $28 billion for the development of the country’s
coastline.
Going further, New India is aiming at a whole lot
of new forward-looking goals including – environmental security which pushed it to take on the ambitious goal of achieving 450 GW by 2030 of which
around 100 GW has been achieved ahead of schedule. A Green Hydrogen policy was unveiled in February this year aiming to bring down the production
cost from $5-$6 per kg to $1 per kg. India’s electric
vehicle industry too is gathering momentum and offers ample opportunities for investors. India’s emphasis on Mission Circular Economy focusing on regeneration and restoration will eventually pave the
way for sustainable economic and environmental
ecosystems. These are also potential areas of bilateral cooperation between India and Qatar wherein
both can jointly make new strides for the betterment
of the region as well as the world at large.
The Indian diaspora has been one of the important pillars of India’s development for the past 75
years and will remain so during the Amrit Kaal and
beyond. I sincerely appreciate the Indian community in Qatar for their contribution to both their motherland, India as well as to their second home, Qatar.
The enthusiasm with which it has been celebrating
Azadi ka Amrit Mahotsav is highly commendable.
The Indian Embassy leaves no stone unturned to
improve the quality of its service to the community.
It strives to reach out to every Indian be it through
regular consular/labour camps, monthly open houses or through various community organisations. To
be available at a click away, a mobile app (India in
Qatar) was launched last year. Through the app,
currently, appointments can be booked, grievances
raised, assistance solicited and remain in touch with
Embassy easily.
The embassy also has a call centre – Pravasi
Bharatiya Sahayta Kendra (PBSK) running from 8
am – 5 pm every day (except Friday) and is available
in English, Hindi and Malayalam languages. A live
chat option is also available on Embassy’s website.
We all are looking forward to the spectacular
FIFA World Cup 2022 to be held in Qatar. I am very
happy that a large number of Indians have registered
as volunteers and cultural events are planned in the
run-up to the mega event. The 100 days countdown
to the games has begun. I take this opportunity to
appeal to the Indian resident community to extend
full support for the successful and memorable conduct of the games by Qatar.
I once again extend my warm greetings to my fellow Indians in Qatar as India steps into a new phase
and thank them for their valuable contribution to the
growth and development of Qatar and India. Let us
all rededicate ourselves for a New India that shares
the fruits of development with all and achieve in the
words of our Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi
- Sankalpit Bharat, Sashakt Bharat, Atmarnirbhar
Bharat and Shreshta Bharat. At the same time let us
all continue to consolidate the bonds of friendship
and cooperation between India and Qatar.
Jai Hind
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BILATERAL RELATIONS

Prime Minister and Minister of Interior HE Sheikh Khalid bin Khalifa bin Abdulaziz Al Thani received the then Vice President of India Venkaiah Naidu at the Amiri Diwan in Doha. Both sides held delegation level talks and reviewed bilateral relations including trade, investment, economic and security cooperation.

Prime Minister and Minister of Interior HE Sheikh Khalid bin Khalifa bin Abdulaziz Al Thani met with Vice Admiral
Ajendra Bahadur Singh, Flag Officer Commanding in Chief, Western Naval Command. They reviewed existing bilateral
cooperation and means to further strengthen it.

Minister of State for Foreign Affairs HE Sultan bin Saad Al Muraikhi met with
Minister of State for External Affairs and Parliamentary Affairs of India V
Muraleedharan during his visit to Qatar.

Ambassador of India to Qatar HE Dr Deepak Mittal met with Advisor to Deputy
Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign Affairs and Spokesperson Dr Majed Al
Ansari. They exchanged views on bilateral relations, media cooperation and ways
to further strengthen them.

Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign Affairs HE Sheikh Mohammed bin Abdulrahman Al Thani met with External
Affairs Minister of India Dr S Jaishankar during his visit to Doha on February 9, 2022. They held a bilateral meeting and
jointly unveiled the foundation stone of the Indian Embassy at a new site located at the Diplomatic Enclave in the West Bay
area of Doha.

Minister of Municipality HE Dr Abdulla bin Abdulaziz bin Turki Al Subaie met with
Ambassador of India to Qatar HE Dr Deepak Mittal. They exchanged views on
agriculture, urban planning, fisheries and other related issues. The Indian ambassador also discussed about India’s participation in the 9th AgriteQ and upcoming
Expo 2023 Doha.
Ambassador of
India to Qatar HE
Dr Deepak Mittal
visited the 3-2-1
Qatar Olympic
and Sports Museum at the invitation of Ministry
of Foreign Affairs
Qatar and had
a guided tour
of the museum.
The museum is
quite a unique
one truly offering
an educative and
interactive journey documenting
the significance
of sports. The
ambassador
was glad to see
corners dedicated to Indian
legendary sports
stars like Sachin
Tendulkar, Major
Dhyanchand and
Mary Kom.

Minister of Commerce and Industry HE Sheikh Mohammed bin Hamad bin
Qassim Al Thani met with Ambassador of India to Qatar HE Dr Deepak
Mittal. They discussed measures to strengthen economic partnership
between India and Qatar.

Ambassador of India to Qatar HE Dr Deepak Mittal called on the Undersecretary of the Ministry of Commerce and Industry Sultan bin Rashid Al Khater to
discuss expanding bilateral trade and economic relations.
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BILATERAL RELATIONS
INDIA SHOWCASES NAVAL SHIP KOLKATA AT DIMDEX 2022

Indian Naval Ship Kolkata participated in the reputed Doha International Maritime Defence Exhibition & Conference (DIMDEX 2022) held in March this year. Head of the Indian delegation Vice Admiral Ajendra Bahadur Singh, Flag Officer Commanding in Chief, Western Naval Command hosted a reception on board the ship at Hamad Port to mark the occasion. INS Kolkata is the lead ship of the Kolkata-class stealth guided-missile destroyers of the Indian Navy.

Ambassador of India to Qatar
HE Dr Deepak Mittal delivered
a speech on India and GCC
relations with focus on Qatar to
students of the Gulf Study Centre Qatar University. During his
speech, the Indian ambassador
highlighted the transforming
relationship between India and
Qatar based on a strong historical connection between the two
countries.

IFTAAR MEET: A number of distinguished Qatari guests took part in the Iftaar meet organised by the Embassy of India at the Indian
Cultural Centre in Doha.

AMBEDKAR JAYANTI 2022: ICC Students Forum Doha celebrated

Ambedkar Jayanti 2022 by commemorating Dr Ambedkar’s life and
works. Students remembered his contributions to social reform and
formulation of Indian Constitution as Head of Drafting Committee.
A documentary about his life journey was also displayed on the
occasion.

RABINDRANATH TAGORE JAYANTI 2022: Rabindra Jayanti was

celebrated at the Indian Cultural Centre, Doha. On the occasion,
children recited poems by Gurudev Tagore and performed on Rabindra Sangeet.

Indian community in Qatar held reception for megastar Padma Shri Bharat Mammootty at the
Indian Cultural Centre in Doha. Ambassador of India to Qatar HE Dr Deepak Mittal felicitated the
heartthrob of Malayalam cinema, who has widespread fan following including in Qatar.

The 7th India-Qatar Joint Working Group in the field of Employment was held in New Delhi.

Foreign Secretary of India Harsh Vardhan Shringla inaugurated ‘Passage to
India’ festival organised by Indian Cultural Centre, Doha. The festival was held
at the Museum of Islamic Art (MIA) amidst a huge participation from friends in
Qatar. Diplomatic, Indian and other expatriate communities in Qatar also took
part in the festival in large numbers.

Biennial multilateral Naval exercise MILAN 2022 was hosted by the
Indian Navy in Vishakapatnam from 25-28 February, 2022. Qatar
Emiri Naval Force took part in the exercise as observers.

Qatar sets new Guinness World Record for ‘Most Nationalities in a Yoga Lesson’

Qatar broke the Guinness World Record for ‘Most Nationalities in a Yoga Lesson’ at an official attempt held at the Indoor Football Pitch at Aspire Academy on March 25. The event was organised by the Indian Sports Center (ISC), which
functions under the aegis of the Embassy of India. The previous record, set by the UAE with people from 112 nations, was broken by Qatar with 114 nationalities.
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BILATERAL RELATIONS

Indian community in Qatar hosted a reception in honour of the then vice president of India M Venkaiah Naidu during his visit to Doha in June this year. He interacted with the Indian diaspora and described India as a huge country with a large
population where diverse languages and cultures reside in unity and its people live with peace and harmony.

INTERNATIONAL YOGA
DAY 2022
The 8th Internatonal
Yoga Day was celebrated across Qatar
with enthusiastic participation of hundreds
of people spreading
the message of the
benefits of Yoga in
enhancing not only
physical health but
also mental health.

Members of Indian community participated in a webinar on ‘Converging Care: Series 1- Ergonomics at Workplace and Everyday Life’ held on
March 31 this year.
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India set on course to become
world’s fastest-growing economy

I

N a global landscape marred by fears of
recession and war, the Indian economy
shows resilience, said the RBI.
India’s economy has remained resilient in the face of global headwinds and
with inflation coming off its recent peak is
expected to stay on course to become the
world’s fastest-growing economy, the Reserve Bank of India has said.
The recent revival of the southwest monsoon and renewed planting raised expectations that rural demand will soon catch up
with urban spending and consolidate a recovery, the RBI said in a bulletin.
“Knock-on effects of geopolitical spillovers are visible in several sectors, tapering
the pace of recovery,” the central bank said.
“In spite of this overwhelming shock,
there are sparks in the wind that ignite the
innate strength of the economy and set it
on course to becoming the fastest growing
economy in the world, though besieged it
might be by fears of recession.”
It did not give a time frame.
RBI said if the commodity price moderation witnessed in recent weeks endures
alongside the easing of supply chain pressures, the worst of the recent surge in inflation will be over.
India’s annual consumer inflation remained painfully above the 7 percent mark
and beyond the central bank’s tolerance
band for the sixth month in a row, data last
week showed.
“There is some evidence now that supply-chain pressures are peaking globally
and in India, so that a major source of upward inflation pressures may be ebbing,”
the bank said.
Referring to the impact of high global
crude prices on India’s current account deficit (CAD), RBI said the CAD could widen to
2.3 percent of GDP in 2022/23 if oil prices
average $105 per barrel. It would widen to
2.8 percent if oil averages $120 per barrel
but still remain “within the sustainable limit
of 3 percent”.
CAD stood at 1.2 percent of GDP in
2021/22, data released in June showed.

India’s exports are exhibiting a strong buoyancy, and economic sentiment has
been supported by a robust pipeline of infrastructure projects as well as the
government’s pragmatic policies, such as the production-linked incentives schemes

“External debt remains modest as a proportion to GDP and has actually declined
between March 2021 and March 2022,”
RBI said.
Meanwhile Aditya Birla Group Chairman Kumar Mangalam Birla has said that
India is set to be the fastest-growing major
economy and an engine of growth globally
despite facing global obstacles. A sharp recovery to pre-pandemic levels has been
witnessed by India due to the swift and
widespread rollout of the vaccination pro-

gramme.
In the latest annual report of UltraTech
Cement, Birla said “A strong digital ecosystem, fiscal and monetary policy and various government schemes helped small and
medium enterprises and the worst affected
sections of the population to survive while
reviving demand and bringing the economy
back on track.”
While addressing shareholders of UltraTech, the industrialist said the global
economy had recovered from the pandemic

shock in 2022 on the back of supportive fiscal and monetary policies and mass vaccination programme.
At the end of FY22, however, Russia’s
invasion of Ukraine and the subsequent
sanctions imposed on the Putin-led country
came in as a huge shock. “It disrupted energy markets and supply chains and added to
the already evolving inflationary pressures
and concerns over consumer demand,” he
said.
The Indian economy has not remained

unscathed by these global developments,
he added. Partly on account of the elevated
commodity prices in global markets, India’s
inflation pushed higher than the target of
the Reserve Bank of India (RBI). To control
inflationary risks, and reduce the pressure
on the rupee, RBI has been selling reserves
and unwinding the extraordinary liquidity
support provided by it during the pandemic.
“On the positive side, economic activity
in India has witnessed a sharp recovery to
pre-pandemic levels on the back of a rapid
and widespread rollout of the vaccination
programme,” Birla said.
Even as the global headwinds are being
felt, India’s growth recovery is progressing well, and most estimates peg economic
growth at around 7 per cent in FY23, noted
the Aditya Birla Group chairman. “India,
therefore, is poised to be the fastest-growing
major economy in the world and an engine
of global growth,” he added.
India’s exports are exhibiting a strong
buoyancy, and economic sentiment has
been supported by a robust pipeline of infrastructure projects as well as the government’s pragmatic policies, such as the production-linked incentives schemes, he said.
“Many industries have witnessed fresh project investment announcements. Foreign direct investment flows have remained strong.
The burden of non-performing assets in the
banking sector seems to have peaked out
and is easing,” Birla added.
Besides, dynamism in India’s digital
ecosystem, diversification of global supply
chains away from China and the greater emphasis of investors on sustainable finance
offer new opportunities for India. These
“trends lend confidence to a robust economic narrative” for India in the medium term,
which augurs well for the corporate sector
as well, Birla added.
On the world economy, Birla said growth
forecasts have been slashed. “The International Monetary Fund (IMF) now expects
the world economy to grow by 3.6 per cent
in CY22, which is 0.8 percentage points lower than its pre-war projections,” said Birla.
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Neeraj Chopra wins silver
at World Athletics Championships
Chopra’s throw of 88.13 meters was not enough to beat Grenadian Anderson Peters’ effort of 90.54m
but it was enough to end India’s 19-year wait for another medal at the World Championships.

O

LYMPIC champion Neeraj Chopra scripted yet
another history as he became only the second Indian and first male track and field athlete to win a
medal in the World Championships by clinching
silver in the javelin throw final here.
Chopra’s throw of 88.13 meters was not enough to
beat Grenadian Anderson Peters’ effort of 90.54m but
it was enough to end India’s 19-year wait for another
medal at the World Championships.
Defending champion Anderson Peters of
Grenada won gold with a best throw of
90.54m while Olympic silver winner
Jakub Vadlejch of Czech Republic
took the bronze with 88.09m.
Chopra had topped the
Group A qualification round
and qualified for the final at
second place behind Peters by
sending his spear to 88.39m
for his third career-best
throw. Peters had topped
Group B with an effort of
89.91m.
The other Indian in
the fray, Rohit Yadav
finished at 10th with a
best throw of 78.72m.
Rohit had finished
11th overall in the
qualification round
with a best throw of
80.42m.
Chopra
had
won Indian athletics’ maiden gold in
the Tokyo Olympics last
year. He is only the second
Indian to have won an individual gold in the Olympics, after shooter Abhinav Bindra, who
clinched the yellow metal in 2008
Beijing Games.
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
congratulated Olympic champion Neeraj

Chopra for winning the silver medal at the World Championships in the javelin throw final, and described the
feat as a special moment for Indian sports.
Chopra scripted history as he became only the second Indian and first male track and field athlete to win a
medal in the World Championships by clinching silver in
the javelin throw final in Eugene, US.
“A great accomplishment by one of our most distinguished athletes! Congratulations to @Neeraj_chopra1
on winning a historic Silver medal at the #WorldChampionships,” Modi said in a tweet.
“This is a special moment for Indian sports. Best
wishes to Neeraj for his upcoming endeavours,” the
Prime Minister said.
Anju Bobby George took bronze in the women’s long
jump in Paris in 2003 to win India’s first medal.
“I feel very good after winning a silver for India,”
Chopra said in a video shared by the Sports Authority of
India (SAI). “Next year we have another World Championships, and I’ll try to do better there.”
Chopra, who became the first Indian to win an individual athletics gold at the Olympics in Tokyo last year,
had delivered a “historic moment”, George told Reuters.
“I’m really happy and excited that after a long wait of
19 years, we have won our second World Championships

medal,” she said.
“This is continuing on from Neeraj’s performance
at the Olympics, where he was able to produce his best
on a stage like this. It was a tough competition, a tough
field, and he was able to manage the pressure and take
the medal.
“He’s very young, and he’s in his rhythm, and he can
achieve something at the next World Championships in
Budapest as well.”
George, now the senior vice president of the Athletics Federation of India (AFI), added that Chopra’s success was a sign of the country’s wider improvement in
athletics. “This year there were seven finalists from India, which was historic in itself, and we won one medal,”
George said. “We’re improving a lot. Our athletes are getting support and the results are now showing up.”
Shooter Abhinav Bindra, who won India’s first individual Olympic gold in Beijing in 2008, also heaped
praise on the 24-year-old javelin thrower.
“Many congratulations for your silver at the worlds!
You make us proud,” Bindra wrote on Twitter.
PT Usha, who came fourth in the women’s 400m
hurdles at the 1984 Los Angeles Olympics, tweeted:
“Your best efforts have made our country proud in the
world”.
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India touches 2 billion COVID-19
vaccine doses milestone

I

N a historic feat, India has administered
a mammoth number of 2 billion doses of
COVID-19 vaccines. According to the official information shared by the Ministry
of Health and Family Welfare on the CoWIN platform, India has successfully administered over 2,00,00,92,900 doses and
counting as of 12.30 PM on July 17.
“India has set a new record by completing the target of 200 crore vaccinations in
just 18 months. Heartiest congratulations
to all the countrymen on this achievement,” health minister Dr Mansukh Mandaviya said in a video address.
He added, “It’s a matter of pride for us
that India has crossed 2 billion doses of
COVID-19 vaccine administered so far. I
congratulate the healthcare workers and
the citizens on this achievement.”
The first 500 million doses were administered in 202 days after the world’s
second most populous country started its
vaccination drive on January 16, 2021.
The second and third 500-million doses
were achieved in quick succession of 76
and 79 days, respectively, as India
battled through second and
third waves led by the Delta
and Omicron variants.
The journey from 1.5
billion to 2 billion
doses was rather
a slow one as
India inched
towards the
flag post in
191 days.
O v e r
two-thirds
of India’s
population above
15-years
is
fully
vaccinated. The next
ambitious target
is to vaccinate everyone with a precautionary dose or
a third shot.

It took India 548 days
to administer 2 billion
COVID-19 vaccine doses
to its population of 1.39
billion. As India touched
the 2-billion milestone, it
became the only country in
the world to do so.
India has a
long way to go
before it comes
within shouting
distance
of achieving
100 per cent
booster dose
coverage.
Only 3.9
percent
of India’s
eligible
population
has
received
a booster dose,
compared to 77.6
per cent in Singapore, or 37.7
per cent in the
US.
Centre’s latest campaign
– Azadi Ka
Amrit
Mahotsav
to
celebrate the
75th anniversary
of India’s Independence – is showing results.
On day 1 of the free boosters
for all adults, India administered 2 million doses, of

which 1.49 million shots were precautionary doses – a jump of 95 per cent over the
previous day.
With the government’s free booster
dose campaign, the offtake in the 18-59
years age group is picking up ahead of the
festival season. The move is expected to
liquidate the inventory of vaccines nearing the end of shelf life.
Experts say regular boosting is not
practical or feasible
Shahid Jameel, senior research fellow at Green Templeton College, Oxford
University, told Business Standard that
2 billion doses is a big achievement, even
though our large population limits the
percentage coverage. “It’s just a number,
and the strategy does not change,” Jameel
said, adding that India needs to continue
its focus on increasing second dose and
booster dose coverage.
He also emphasised that continued
surveillance, especially of sewage water,

Dream Property: A trusted real
estate agency in Qatar
“Wherever I go, firstly I’m
known as an Indian or an Indian
Businessman & that’s my pride”
Mohamed Shafeek,

CEO of Dream Property

M

OHAMED Shafeek is an Indian business person based in Doha and having operations in
UAE and South India, mainly in the real estate
sector.
Dream Property is a real estate agency founded
by Shafeek in 2018 that helps value-seeking investors, landlords, and tenants to achieve superior results by offering guidance based on integrity and
solid market fundamentals. The firm has grown into
a trusted real estate agency, which offers a full spectrum of innovative and customizable property solutions and property management services in Qatar.
As per the CEO’s vision, the Real Estate industry stands on three basic fundamentals, Reliability,
Resources & Efficiency. Therefore, consistent efforts
and budgets are spent to enhance the customer experience and the work environment for its employees.
The firm has a diverse work environment
which enables the opportunity for its employees to
discover their potential with guidance and train-

Dream Property - Luxury Villa Project

Dream Property CEO Mohamed Shafeek
ing to help build their long-term careers. Dream
Property also aims to do its part in environmental
sustainability. Currently, research is under process, which will be officially announced in the first
quarter of 2023.

genomic sequencing to learn about new
variants, is critical.
“One needs to continue to keep an eye
on hospital admissions and capacity and
also communicate clearly that the pandemic is not over so any non pharmaceutical interventions should be continued voluntarily. A future with regular boosting is
neither feasible nor practical.
A drug is needed for severe infections.
Paxlovid shows some use, though not as
much as initially reported. The need is to
clinically test other potential drugs,” Jameel said.
Experts also suggest that it’s time to
move away from homologous boosting –
the third shot is of the same vaccine as the
first two. “Use global (including Indian)
evidence to move away from homologous
boosting. It’s not the best use of vaccines,”
Jameel added.
Gagandeep Kang, microbiologist and
professor at Christian Medical College,

Vellore agreed.
“We probably need boosters for the elderly and co-morbid, but which boosters
and when is not clear. Homologous boosting does not seem to make sense based
on available data for any vaccine other
than mRNA. Even for mRNA vaccines,
we should evaluate whether boosting with
other vaccines and at different intervals
gives longer and broader protection,” she
pointed out.
The experts said that it’s time to shift
focus on other communicable diseases.
Anish T S, associate professor of community medicine at Government Medical
College, Manjeri in Kerala, said: “We have
to shift our focus from COVID-19 to other
burning health issues. Vaccination may
be continued for elderly and people with
comorbidities for the booster dose. Epidemiological and virological surveillance
for Covid should also be continued. But
the system should focus more on ‘what it
learnt from the pandemic’.”
The professor added that the health
system has to be equipped to fight against
new communicable diseases, chronic diseases and sequence of post-Covid morbidities.
Road to 2 billion
n More than 470,000 Gov CVCs and
22,000 Pvt CVCs operationalised
n 260,000 vaccinators and 470,000
vaccinators team members
n 13,626 Ice Lined Refrigerators
(ILRs) and 12,461 Deep Freezers (DFs)
made available in 2021-22
n 437 Solar Direct Drives, 93 WalkIn Coolers, 52 Walk-In Freezers, 33,479
Cold Boxes, 544,121 Vaccine Carriers,
2,166,732 Ice packs were used for safe
storage & transfer
n 2.13 billion syringes were mobilised
for national Covid-19 vaccination
n 71 percent CVCs in rural areas, 29
percent in urban
n 51.1 percent recipients were male,
while 48.9 percent were females and 0.02
percent were ‘others’.
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India set for 5G rollout in early October,
to be fastest among many geographies

T

HE 5G telecom services will be made
available in India from October 2022
onwards and the industry would decide on the pricing structure, Union
Communications Minister Ashwini
Vaishnaw said recently.
“We expect that the rollout will happen
starting in October, and within a year or so,
we should have a good rollout of 5G in the
country,” he said at a press conference after
addressing an investors’ summit.
Stating that the 5G rollout all over the
world has been slow, he said, “We believe
that we will probably buck the trend of having a much faster rollout of 5G compared
to many other geographies since our other
costs are significantly under control.”
He said in case of high pricing for 5G services, the government would intervene and
state-owned BSNL, which will roll out 5G
“very rapidly”, will act as a market balancer.
“As regards pricing of 5G services, on
an average in the world, the cost of telecom
services is ₹2,400 [per month] while it is
around ₹200 per month in India, data cost
is lowest in India in the world,” he said
without giving any specific number.
Meanwhile, India’s biggest ever spectrum auction ended with bids upwards of
Rs 1.5 lakh crore coming in after seven days
of bidding spread over 40 rounds, belying
initial expectations that the auction process would be wrapped up in under three
days. Reliance Jio emerged as the largest
spender in the 5G spectrum auction, acquiring almost half of all the airwaves sold
for more than Rs 88,000 crore, and was
also the only one (among four applicants)
to have acquired spectrum in the premium
700 MHz band.
A total of 51.2 GHz of spectrum was
sold, of the total 72 GHz that was up for
grabs – close to 71%. Union Minister of
Communications Ashwini Vaishnaw said
the total spectrum sold was “good enough”
for covering all circles in the country, estimating “good coverage” of 5G in the next
two-three years. The expected total first
annual installment that the government
will garner from the bidders has been
pegged at Rs 13,365 crore.
“The 5G spectrum auction did well and
shows that the industry is taking off, the
results are very good,” he said.
“Industry has come out of the old
phase, entering a sunrise stage, where new
infusion of capital investment can happen,” Vaishnaw added.
Answering a question that the telecom
market is heading for a duopoly considering the precarious financial health of Vodafone India Limited (VIL), in which the government has recently acquired around 33
percent stake, he said it wouldn’t happen.
“Duopoly will not happen. The September reforms [in the telecom sector] have
resulted in good stability in the industry.
We are looking at new players to enter
the segment. There is going to be good
healthy competition in the sector. BSNL
will emerge as a good market balancer,”
he said.
To a question on the government’s
strategy for VIL, Vaishnaw said, “We don’t
want to be on the board of any company.
The equity coming to the government will
be kept in an entity which does not have
any day-to-day relationship with the management of the company. The company
will remain a professionally managed one.”
“We believe there will be fresh investment coming in Vodafone Idea. The very
fact that they are participating in the 5G
auction shows that the company should be

Rs 1.5 lakh crore
We expect that the 5G rollout
in India will start happening in
October, and within a year or so,
we should have a good rollout
of 5G in the country. As regards
pricing of 5G services, on an
average in the world, the cost of
telecom services is ₹2,400 [per
month] while it is around ₹200
per month in India, data cost is
lowest in India in the world

India’s biggest ever spectrum auction ended with
bids upwards of Rs 1.5 lakh
crore coming in after seven
days of bidding spread over
40 rounds

51.2 GHz

A total of 51.2 GHz of
spectrum was sold of the
total 72 GHz. Reliance
Jio emerged as the largest spender in the 5G
spectrum auction

— Union Communications
Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw

able to get on to a growth path. We believe
that it will be a growth phase for the entire
industry,” he said.
Vaishnaw said that since the volumes
are huge in the telecom industry, it has
been able to sustain a higher level of debt.
He said most of the issues, such as liabilities on the balance sheets arising out of adjusted gross revenue (AGR) and spectrum
issues, had been addressed by the reforms
of 2021.
“If something else needs to be done to
make the industry healthy, we will do it, so
that we are able to reach remote places too,
in far-flung villages as well,” he said.
He said the PLI (production linked in-

centive) scheme for the telecom sector had
fetched very good response. “Close to 31
companies had received permission under PLI, close to 1 lakh crore incremental
production is going on under the scheme,”
Vaishnaw said.
“Over the next two-three years, we
hope to achieve similar success in telecom equipment manufacturing, like our
success in electronics manufacturing. We
hope that many of these firms will become
exporters and make their mark in the
world,” he added.
The Minister said that a new legal
structure for the telecom sector was being put in place towards ease of doing

business. “A legal structure should be in
tune with the times. This kind of industry
needs a very stable and forward-looking,
futuristic and born-digital kind of law.
That is what will spur the next round of
growth,” he said, adding that the three
archaic laws that currently govern the industry will go.
“We are changing the entire legal structure. We are still governed by an 1885 law,
an 1933 law and a 1950 law. The PM has
abolished around 1,500 laws. We are going
to clean up the telecom legal framework so
that there is no disruption to the industry,”
he said, adding that a new legal framework
would be applicable from August 2023.

“We should ensure that our public
policy ensures continuity of services, even
when the firms may face insolvency; there
should be compounding and decriminalisation if a firm comes forward and admits
fault and levies penalty,” Vaishnaw said.
He said the clear mandate from the
Prime Minister was that “India’s telecom
sector has to be reformed and globally
benchmarked. And now the whole regulatory setup has to become a benchmark for
the world”.
The Indian market is primed for the
launch of 5G—the next generation of mobile broadband—and its rollout will only
help improve India’s overall mobile speed
rankings, said Doug Suttles, CEO and cofounder of Ookla, the company best known
for its Speedtest rankings. Suttles told indianexpress.com over an email interaction
that the 5G era should be one of stability
for Indian mobile operators and the regulator as well.
Currently, India is ranked 115th in
Ookla’s Speedtest Global Index for mobile
broadband. The average mobile download speeds are 14.28 Mbps for May 2022,
which is slightly better than 14.19 Mbps in
April 2022.
“With three large-scale operators,
we’re unlikely to return to the price wars
that occurred during the early 4G tech
cycle, which is important in ensuring adequate investment in networks,” noted
Suttles.
Ookla’s CEO, however, cautioned
that India is still “playing catch-up with
already established 5G markets, it’s not
starting from scratch”. He pointed out that
thanks to the easy affordability of mobile
data, “Indian consumers are some of the
heaviest data users globally,” consuming
on average 17GB per user in 2021 alone,
according to Nokia’s latest India Mobile
Broadband Index.
“Our Speedtest Video data shows
that for the median user, Indian mobile
networks supported an adapted average
bitrate of 3.59 Mbps in Q1 2022. This is
some way short of the bandwidth required
to support full HD content. The Indian
video streaming market is clearly calling
out for the increased bandwidth and lower
latency that 5G will bring,” said Suttles.
Of course, Ookla is already seeing a
large proportion of Indian consumers
running Speedtest using 5G-capable devices, which is not surprising, given that
most brands in the market are introducing 5G-ready options. Research firms such
as Counterpoint Research estimate that by
the end of 2022, 5G smartphones will account for almost 40 percent of all smartphones shipped in India, and according
to Ookla, this will be “a strong base that
operators can target from day one of 5G
launch.”
But Suttles also stressed that 5G is
more of an enterprise play. “Indian operators have been working to formulate their
strategy around 5G enterprise use cases
and bring in an ecosystem of partners to
deliver on that. For instance, Airtel has
also started to roll out 5G-ready network
equipment, and Jio is testing its own 5G
Open RAN solutions in several cities,” he
added.
According to Ookla’s co-founder,
another potential area for internet connectivity in India is satellite internet. It
should be noted that companies such as
Starlink and OneWeb (Airtel is a majority
investor in this) are working on satellite
internet.

DPS Monarch International School:
Education with a difference

E

STABLISHED in the 2019, DPS Monarch International School started its operations in Al
Wukair, Doha. With a humble opening of more
than 500 students, today the school houses over
3,000 young learners. As a school, we have always
ventured into dynamic spaces encouraging children
to explore, experiment, innovate and create.
In consonance with the mission to ensure students
add value to the community, the lessons of work, unity
and integrity are infused into the curriculum and all
teaching-learning experiences. We encourage curiosity, opportunities to learn independently and empower
them to embrace the learning process with a positive attitude. The school has underwent transition to virtual
learning almost seamlessly as part of our vision of being
technology driven. The school follows ‘Bring Your Own
Device’ policy in addition to facilitating our students
with I Pads. Since inception, the use of I Pads has been
tested and has proven to be an essential learning tool
for our students, providing opportunities to research,
innovate, create presentations, communicate via school
email accounts, and build skills through online learning platforms to keep pace with ever-changing requirements for international education. With this provision,
the school undertakes Digital Assessments (Concept
Recap) for all the concepts taught in the school. Performance in these Digital Assessments (Concept Recap)
is shared with the parents through Monthly Progress
Review (MPR). The interactive classrooms open vistas
of self-discovery. All of these would propel each one of
us to an all-important goal - Excellence. At DPS Monarch International School, it is our endeavour to delve
deeper into the true purpose of education by giving our
students opportunities and an environment that is positive, inspiring, challenging and stimulating.
We pride ourselves in knowing every child and in

working with everyone to kindle their passions, and realise their true potential in the classroom, in the laboratory, on the stage, or the playing field. The teaching
styles and techniques are accordingly geared to the wellbeing of the child which leads to his cognitive, affective
and curative development.
The 75th Independence Day was celebrated with
great enthusiasm and fervour in the school premises.
The day started with the hoisting of the National Flag by
the School President – Mr. Hassan Chougule, followed
by the Indian National Anthem and mélange of patriotic activities, which created an atmosphere of national
pride. The School Principal, Ms. Meenal Bakshi, in her
address expressed pride in the rich cultural past of the
country. She urged every student to work with honesty
and dedication so that our nation soars to monumental
heights. The teachers presented a choir performance
which ignited spirit of patriotism. An inspiring poetry
recitation to pay homage to the freedom fighters by a
student soared the patriotic spirit in everyone.
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Podar Pearl School: Imparting holistic
education to the student community

P

Podar Pearl School started
its operations in 2013 from
Al Thumama and Dafna
campuses. In 2021, the
school began operations
in its new state-of-theart building in Al Meshaf.
Currently, the school has
more than 3,000 students
and has Senior Secondary
affiliation with CBSE.

ODAR Pearl School, one of the leading CBSEaffiliated schools in Qatar, has been rendering
outstanding services to the Indian community in Doha.
The school started its operations in
2013 from Al Thumama and Dafna campuses.
In 2021, the school began operations in its new
state-of-the-art building in Al Meshaf. Currently, the school has more than 3,000 students and
has Senior Secondary affiliation with CBSE.
The new purpose-built campus in Al Meshaf has spacious classrooms equipped with the
latest technology, well-equipped laboratories,
a library and sports facilities. One of the hallmarks of the school is the big swimming pool
and excellent underground parking facilities. In
keeping with its vision and mission, the school
believes in imparting holistic education to the
student community.
The collaboration with the renowned Podar
Education Network, which is one of the largest
educational chains of schools, the school now
has access to all the intellectual infrastructure.
Continuous enhancement of pedagogical practices, professional development programmes
for the faculty and collaboration with parents
is one of the best practices in the school. In a
short span of two years the school has achieved
excellent results in the grade X CBSE Secondary
examinations.

The school has also received the ISO 90012015 certification. We are moving forward with
our mission of achieving educational excellence,
holistic development of students and building a
resilient institution that enables the community
to groom global citizens with strong moral values. Podar Pearl School has been entrusted with
the future of many students, their career and
their lives ahead and believes in the opportunity
to nurture them as learners and inculcate in
them important values.
Its mission further envisions building independent, responsible
and global citizens
through

a widely accepted curriculum and practices that
are founded on learner-centric education. Each
day, every year, we scale up new heights, never
standing still.
On the occasion of the 75th Independence
Day celebration, Podar Pearl School stands
committed to its promise of delivering quality
education.
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DPS MIS: Successfully completes two
decades of excellence in education

D

PS Modern Indian School, Doha, Qatar affiliated to the CBSE Board, New Delhi, was established in 2001 with the aim of imparting
quality education in an inclusive learning environment. Primarily catering to the expatriate community of Qatar, the institution is a true microcosm
of the world with a unique representation of students
from 31 nationalities. From a humble beginning with
approximately 200 students, today the school houses
approximately 5,500 students and 300 plus teaching
staff. We have successfully completed the journey of
20 years of excellence in education and are marching ahead with great pride upholding the traditional
values in a modernised learning atmosphere.
We put in unrelenting efforts to help metamorphose the uncut diamonds into DPS-Modern Indian
School gems. Our school has always been among the
top CBSE schools not only in Qatar but the entire
Gulf region. The stupendous results and the constant
high school averages in the Board exams for the past
nine years are the testimony of the resilience, hard
work and dedication of our team of teachers, inspirational leadership and visionary school management.
The virtuosos of DPS-Modern Indian School
make their presence acknowledged and applauded
in every cultural, literary or sports inter-school competitions they participate in at national or international level. We are the reigning champs of Qatar
Debate, proud recipient of Ambassador’s Rolling
Trophy for five consecutive years and champions in
Mangalyaan Science and Technology Competition
etc. Our holistic approach to education helps our
children to explore, experiment, and create. Activity based learning, in the primary school and CBSE
curriculum in the senior school enhances the joy of
learning and imbibe in them 21st century skills: critical thinking, collaboration, and communication. It is

Al Zaman Exchange: A name
synonymous with trust and integrity

E

STABLISHED in 1978, Al Zaman Exchange has been a pioneer in providing foreign currency exchange and remittance
services in Qatar.
Al Zaman Exchange has
emerged as a brand name in the
exchange industry and believes in
providing the utmost quality service
for more than four decades.
With a wide range of products
and services in its forte, Al Zaman
Exchange is committed to bringing
satisfaction to the face of every customer.
Winning the trust of millions by
its services since its formation and
customer-friendly products, Al Zaman Exchange has grown and developed in all dimensions and has
attained perfection in almost every
aspect of this industry. It is wholly
owned and managed by the highly
reputed Al Zaman family. Today,
the name Al Zaman Exchange is
synonymous with trust and integrity throughout Qatar.
Al Zaman Exchange is committed to providing its customers
with the best exchange rates and
the highest quality of services at
the cheapest possible price. Al Zaman Exchange provides services
to thousands of customers every
month across Qatar. Beginning
from one, it has 13 branches located at major locations across
Qatar. Al Zaman Exchange is coming up with many more branches
this year with two branches in the
metro stations and others in the
labour-centred areas.
In the present scenario, people
are getting more and more aware of
the money business, whether it be

Al Zaman Exchange General Manager
Mohammed Anwar Sadath
saving money in their home country, sending money to their loved
ones or doing currency transactions,
the market is ever expanding. At Al
Zaman Exchange, we understand
this need in the market and we are
committed to providing a one-stop
shop solution to all our customers’
needs. We apply information technology with a human touch to serve
the needs of our customers, thus we
aim at bringing smiles to the face of
our valued customers.
AL Zaman Exchange has introduced its customers with a digital
platform for online remittance services, ‘AL Zaman Mobile Money
Application’ and ‘Al Zaman remit’
online services allowing the customers to remit money in the comfort
of their homes with a 24/7 well sophisticated customer support team
to assist them. We are planning to
introduce more digital products in
the coming years to support cashless transactions.
At Al Zaman Exchange, we
are committed to achieving and

sustaining the reputation for quality in the exchange industry by offering products and services that
exceed the requirements of our
customers. We strive to remain
the exchange of the first choice in
all our products and services. After
the successful completion of the
‘Send & Win 1Kg Gold’ promotion,
Al Zaman Exchange has launched
a new ‘Send & Win 350 gm Gold
Bar’ promotion in partnership with
Transfast from July 16, 2022, for a
period of three months exclusively
for its ‘Mobile App & Online’ customers. Customers sending money
through Al Zaman Mobile App or
Al Zaman Remit online during the
period from July 16, 2022, to October 15, 2022, will be eligible to be a
part of this promotion and will automatically enter for an electronic
draw.
The first five lucky winners will
win pure 20 gm gold each and the
next 25 winners will bag pure 10 gm
gold each. The promotion ends on
October 15, 2022, and the draw will
be held on October 17, 2022, at Al
Zaman Exchange corporate office.

also recognised as the only one school to use Digital
Signage as a teaching tool among 160 Gulf schools.
We provide ample opportunities to our students to
develop their confidence and hone their leadership
skills. The one-of-a-kind student-led event TEDXYOUTH @DPSMIS has completed seven long years of
excellence and has garnered huge appreciation from
the education community in Qatar.
Abiding by its motto SERVICE BEFORE SELF,
the school conducts regular charity events and blood
donation drives that truly reflect the school’s vision
and mission of developing sensitised and responsible global citizens of tomorrow. To celebrate and
commemorate the 75th year of the independence of
the progressive India. Many events including the annual days on the theme ‘Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav’
were conducted throughout the year. This was in line
with the initiative of the Government of India.
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Dahra Global – Events 2022
Dahra Global Technologies & Consultancy Services WLL, a leader in
defence, security and aerospace sectors in Qatar, believes in building a
stress-free environment even beyond the workplace by active participation
of its employees and family members in multifaceted activities organised
round the year. A few glimpses are as follows:

Popular Choice Company Awards 2022: Honoured most popular employees in six different award categories.

Cdr Purnendu Tiwary (Retd), MD (Left) felicitated Mr Abdul
Nassar, a motivational speaker, Mount Everest Summiteer,
an Ironman, post interaction with employees.

Interdepartmental Chess Championship (May 10 to May
25, 2022)

Interdepartmental Cricket Championship 2022 (12 February to 05 March 2022)

MIE-SPPU: All set to change the learning
landscape of higher education in Qatar
MIE-SPPU Institute of Higher Education has
completed one year of its successful launch of
academic operation in Qatar. As India celebrates
75 years of independence (Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav), Pune University’s Doha campus, the first
offshore branch of any Indian University in Qatar,
is now all set to change the learning landscape of
higher education in Qatar.
A model curriculum of four-year’s undergraduate programme, in line with the National Education Policy (NEP-2020 India), was adopted by
the Milestone International Education (MIE) and
Savitribai Phule Pune University (SPPU), the two
collaborative partners. Currently, the first batch
of students of this campus are enrolled in four
different programmes namely, Bachelor of Arts,
Bachelor of Commerce, Bachelor of Business Ad-

ministration and Bachelor of Science.
The small community of students representing
fourteen nationalities, have come from heterogeneous background and constitute a vibrant academic ecosystem.
The students are facilitated with e-resource
centre having remote access to SPPU. In the last
one year, the students and teachers have undertaken several outreach programmes and in-house
co-curricular activities, like panel discussions on
Qatar Vision 2030, beach-clean-up operation,
Yoga-day and others. The patrons and members
of the management of MIE-SPPU have a vision
of making this campus a transformational hub
of higher education, exploring new avenues to
provide local students with all possible futuristic
opportunities.

Monday, August 15, 2022

13

Anjuman Muhiban-e-Urdu Hind
successfully promoting Urdu
language activities in Qatar

A

NJUMAN Muhiban-e-Urdu
Hind Qatar was founded in
2005 by Ibrahim Kamal Khan,
along with Urdu lovers like
Khalid Daad Khan, Aziz Nabeel
and Nadeem Mahir. After the association was founded, it was decided that it would be run under the
patronage of veteran businessman
and well-known social personality
Hasan Abdul K Chougle.
The main objective of the forum
is to promote the Urdu language
amongst the community and provide
a platform to the young poets to get
recognition for their contribution towards Urdu poetry and literature.
Under the patronage Hasan Abdul K Chougle, Khalid Daad Khan
serves as president, Nadeem Mahir
as vice president and Aziz Nabeel as
general secretary.
Anjuman was the first Indian
organisation to receive recognition
from the Qatar’s Ministry of Culture,
thanks to coordinator Hamid Shareef’s dedicated efforts. Since then,
Anjuman has received unflinching
support from the ministry of culture
to ensure successful events.
Since 2007, Anjuman Muhibane-Urdu has been organising all India
international poetry events (mushairas). So far, 12 mushairas have been
organised. Urdu lovers look forward
to listening to poetry from wellknown poets. The Anjuman convened mushairas in which a galaxy of

Rayan Travel & Tours launches
attractive promotions and offers

R

AYAN Travel and Tours is determined to offer best inbound and outbound travel services
for the convenience of its valued customers.
Rayan Travel and Tours has launched attractive special offers on holiday packages, which
includes hotel accommodation, sightseeing, tour
guide and airport transfer for easy visa destinations such as Turkey, Georgia, Serbia, Azerbaijan, Armenia, Sri Lanka, Thailand and Maldives.
Visitors can enjoy from amazing historical monuments, beautiful beaches, waterfalls, shopping to
stunning snow mountains, adventurous ski resorts. In addition to this, the company offers special discount on 15th August 2022 for Indian destinations to mark the Indian Independence Day.
FIFA World Cup countdown has begun!
Every four years the world is mesmerised by
one month of soccer excitement, joy, passion and
beautiful memories. FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022
is going to be the first mega football event to be
held in the Middle East. “Being a resident, it’s a
pride and honour to be present in Qatar,” said Zaheer Yousuf, head of Rayan Travel and Tours. In
view of same, he said, “We at Rayan Travel and
Tours will be looking out for every opportunity
to attract foreign tourists as well as local citizens
and residents by offering special deals on Qatar
inbound tours including City Sightseeing Tours,

Zaheer Yousuf, Head of Rayan Travel and Tours
Dhow Cruise Dinner, Doha City Tour, Helicopter
Ride, Luxury Yacht Tour, Rent a Car, Jet Ski and
Beach Resorts in Doha.
For travel enquiries/reservation, please contact Rayan Travel & Tours on +974 44418587 /
588 / 589 or email zaheer@flyrayan.com

eminent poets participated, including
Prof Muzaffar Hanfi, Dr Ali Javed,
Rahat Indori, Munawar Rana, Prof
Wasim Bareilvy and Nida Fazli.
Anjuman’s contribution to promoting Urdu literature cannot be
ignored when we discuss its contribution in different fields. On Anjuman’s
platform, various book launching

events were organised, such as the
annual international magazine publishing named ‘Dastawaiz’ by Aziz
Nabeel. Ten editions of the magazine
were published between 2000 and
2010, each featuring the contributions of famous Urdu scholars and
poets who passed away during these
years.
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Transforming travel

professionally, meticulously, dynamically!

E

STABLISHED in the year 2009, the Tawfeeq Travel
Group is marching ahead on the mission to enable its
esteemed customers to have a delightfully incredible
travel experience. envisions itself as a partner
in building Qatar into one of the leading leisure
and business destinations. Their vision entails
making travel planning hassle-free, peaceful,
fun, and memorable, by upholding the values
and culture associated with the Group.
A Qatari-owned enterprise, the group is
driven by its core values of Simplicity, Integrity,
Innovation, and Superior Customer Service.
Qatar’s most well-known & sought
after ‘Travel Group’ - Tawfeeq Travel,
offers a bouquet of services which
adds to the customers’ travel experience – domestic & worldwide.
Their service spectrum includes
corporate travel, leisure travel
& cruise ground handling, airline representation, and logistics management. The group’s
360 degrees services, which inRehan Ali Syed
clude flight bookings, holiday
CEO Tawfeeq Travel
packages, travel insurance, car
Group
rental, hotel bookings, visa assistance, baggage drop service, and international driving license, are rendered
holistically.
Their countrywide 18 retail outlets
serve customers professionally & me-

ticulously. A 24x7 IT-enabled call center ensures superior
customer service at all times. With the constantly evolving
travel landscape, the group’s seven key segments manage
exclusive business lines, where a specialist crew handles consulting, products & services, by way of deployment of cutting-edge facilities.
The group is constantly advancing and thriving under the dynamic leadership of the Chairman
Mr. Abdulla Al Mustafawi Al Hashemi. He shares,
“In a short span of 13 years, the group has become
a name to reckon with, on the travel landscape of
Qatar. From humble beginnings in 2009,
today, we have become the biggest
travel management company of Qatar by way of offering an extensive
range of services which come on the
premise of strategic value, innovative technology, and professional
planning & consulting.”
The group is committed to
providing efficient travel management by way of its exclusive
divisions, dedicated teams, stateof-the-art technology, and customer interface which make customers’ association unforgettable.
Their knowledge, passion & professionalism have significantly contributed to the spectacular success
and growth of the group, thus established them as industry leaders.

Bazm-e-Sadaf plans to organise first
international literary festival soon

S

INCE its inception in 2015, Bazm-eSadaf International has been actively
engaged in literary and cultural activities worldwide.
BSI has achieved several milestones.
It has established independent chapters in
twelve countries and branches in major cities
of India. Its registered office in Patna, India
and International working office in Qatar.
BSI has organised more than 50 literary
festivals, cultural meets, international seminars, panel discussions and mushairas by
different chapter worldwide. It publishes an
international Urdu journal Resala Sadaf. BSI
initiated a non-profitable publishing house
Maktaba-e-Sadaf where more than 100 literary books of eminent authors have been
published so far.
A unique and ambitious project of weekly online Urdu classes for English speaking
children has successfully completed one
year and recruitment for next batch is ongoing. BSI Qatar chapter recently organised first ever Khaleej Urdu Conference and
Mushaira on May 27, 2022 in Doha in which
participants from all Gulf countries took
part. In March 2022, BSI held a three-day
event in Kolkata and Hyderabad celebrating 200 years of Urdu journalism in which
an international seminar, mushaira and an
annual award ceremony was held for the
winners of BSI awards of 2019 and 2020.
Scholars of different countries participated.
BSI plans to organise first international literary festival soon in Doha inviting
members from across the globe to share
their thoughts and perspectives on topics
related to Urdu language and literature.

VISION: Our aim is to provide a platform for advancement of
cultural, social and literary activities to all irrespective of their
colour, religion or geographies and unite them for the cause of
Urdu.
Mission: To promote Urdu Language, literature and culture
across the globe.
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Bazm-e-Urdu Qatar playing a pivotal
role in the promotion of Urdu
language and literature

B

AZM-E-URDU Qatar was established in 1959 by the lovers
of Urdu language in Qatar.
Forum’s initial name was
Bazm-e-Arbabe Sukhan which was
changed to Bazm-e-Urdu Qatar on
April 19, 1979.
The forum has been playing
a pivotal role in the promotion of
Urdu language and literature in Qatar. Bazm organised first poetry session in 1959. The forum celebrated
Silver Jubilee event in 1984 and
famous poets from India, Pakistan
and Bangladesh participated. On
completing 50 years, Bazm organised Grand Golden Jubilee in 2009
where a galaxy of poets came to
Doha from South East Asian countries. Bazm played a leading role in
establishing first Urdu radio in Qatar in 1980.
The forum organises bi-monthly mushaira and symposium and
mushaira annually. Many prominent poets from India and Pakistan
have participated in seminars like
Mir Taqi Mir, Allama Iqbal, Mirza
Ghalib, Afsana, Amir Khusro, Mir
Anis, Akbar Allahbadi, Maulana
Hali, Zouq, Nazir Akbarabadi, Ba-

hadur Shah Zafar, Shibli Naumani,
Nazm, Sir Syed, Jamil Jalibi and
Urdu journalism.
The prominent scholars and
writers who have participated in
the seminars were Professor Gopi
Chand Narang, Dr Salim Akhtar,
Professor Dr Jagannath Azad, Professor Ashghar Saudai, Dr Khaliq
Anjum, Intazar Hussain, Professor
Abdussattar, Professor Jilani Kamran, Dr Mohd Ali Siddiq, Dr Aquil
Rizvi, Dr Abdul Kalam Qasmi, Dr
Asad Areeb, Dr Hilal Naqvi, Sagar
Khayammi, Sarfaraz Shahid, Dr

Tabish Mehdi, Naveed Hashmi,
Shahid Zaki, Khursheed Akbar, Sufia Bedar, Dr Kalim Ajiz, Dr Mahboob Rahi, Liaqat Ali Asim, Anjum
Salimi, Kausar Mazhari, Ibrahim
Ashk, Aazer Shahin, Sawood Usmani, Zahoorul Islam, Jawed, Sagri
Sadaf, Professor Shephar Rasool,
Jazib Qureshi, Irteza Kareem,
Safdar Imam Qadri, Mushtaq
Noori, Kamna Prasad, Minu Bakhshi, Tufail Ahmad, Masood Hassas, Imran Aami, Dr Sarwat Zahra,
Reyaz Shahid, Aisha Sheikh Ashi
and Samia Naz Malik.

A restaurant that caters to the
culinary needs of Doha residents

A

FTER the successful operation at Mughalina for three years, the second branch of the
New Shan-e-Lahore Restaurant was inaugurated in the same area recently.
“In 2018, we decided to
open a restaurant which would
bring authentic taste of Lahore to
mad Iqbal.
the people of Qatar. As the custom“Ever since we opened our new branch, promer-based increased with the passage
inent people continue to visit us to express their
of time, we took a step of opening up
support. It’s an honour and privilege to have rea new branch with an exclusive famceived a successful businessman who not
ily sitting in the same area. I would
only tasted our menu but also gave a
like to extend my gratitude to
number of useful tips to further imall our customers for their
prove our standards as we are encontinuous support, guiddeavouring to offer foodies an exance and feedback. The resciting range of flavours,” remarked
taurant caters to the culiIqbal.
nary needs of residents of
The restaurant is available on
Mughalina and adjacent
major food delivery platforms like
areas at highly competiTalabat, Snoonu, Rafeeq and Wish
tive rates. The ambiance
Box. “We are pleased to inform our
of the restaurant has been
Mohammad
valued customers that road work
designed keeping in mind
Iqbal
in front of our restaurant has been
the rich heritage and culcompleted and now they can enjoy
ture of Lahore. While we
best Lahori cuisine in our executive
offer dishes to suit every
family dining area,” added Iqbal.
palate, our speciality is
For orders, contact GSM 77485017
karahi, biryani, BBQ and a
and GSM 55086777 for any further
wide-variety of naans,” said
information.
restaurant owner Moham-

Wishing all Indians a

Happy Independence Day
2022!
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Story of 365 Adventures
365 Adventures is the go-to choice for visitors to experience Qatar’s unique sightseeing spots

S

PURRED on by dreams of adrenaline and adventure and unable to
sit still in one place, Meraj Quriesh
set out to experience the world.
He explored the majestic sand
dunes, kayaked through the magnificent
mangrove forests, spent nights in the
desert, days in the ocean, and over the
course of his adventures, he discovered
in himself an innate talent to find the
parts of the country that would stir the
souls of anyone who saw it and packaged
them into neat experiences for the public to enjoy. Thus, 365 Adventures was
born.
Qatar is a historic nation with a
proud heritage and diverse culture, but
more than that it’s a country filled with
transformative experiences and 365 Adventures is an initiative by the premier
destination management company Peninsula Compass Tourism to highlight
and promote these experiences available
around the State of Qatar to residents
and tourists alike.
Experiences offered:
Founded in 2016 and licensed by the
Qatar National Tourism Council, 365
Adventures has been the go-to choice for
expatriates and tourists visiting Qatar to
experience the country’s unique sightseeing spots.

In terms of activities, the company is
offering unique activities at these locations for individuals, families, and larger
groups.
On the land, activities such as camel
safari, desert safari, monster bus safari,
guided city tour by bus and luxury cars,
heritage tours, guided tours in the museums and to heritage sites, golf course
experiences, biking tours, walking tours,
food tours along with portable camping
options and RVs are on the list.
Whereas, on the Sea, 365 Adventures will take local adrenaline seekers’
and families’ experiences to the Arabian

Sea coastline of Qatar by offering Island
visits and trips, watercraft cruises including yachts, traditional Qatari dhow
boats, and speedboats, specially organized fishing trips, scuba diving, wakeboarding, snorkeling, stand-up paddleboarding, and kayaking. Additionally for
the extreme adrenaline junkies, there is
jet ski and kite surfin.
Aerial experiences that are on the
offer include joy rides on single-engine
aircraft as well as paratriking. Many experiences can be combined with another
and add-ons can be added to not only
enhance the time but also the quality of
the experiences. Transportation facilities are also available for areas that are
out of Doha city. Groups can be transported in luxury as well as ordinary class
vehicles ranging from options that are 4
to 50 seaters.
Additionally, experiences for larger
groups as per the latest allowance by
the government are also available. From
team building activities and events for
schools to corporate office outings, 365
Adventures caters to all.
For the adventure seekers, families,
and groups of friends who would like to
try something new, yet experience an
adventurous outdoor activity, can contact the 365 Adventures team on WhatsApp or call on 33393323.
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MG Qatar launches exciting
‘Drive the Road of Success’ campaign
to mark back-to-school season
TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK

M

DOHA

G Qatar launched the exciting “Drive the
Road of Success” campaign, which marks
the “back to school” season giving parents
a unique opportunity to buy one of the best
MG SUVs.
New buyers can leverage the offer upon visiting the showroom of Auto Class Cars, the authorised distributor of MG in Qatar, on Slawa Road.
The campaign offers attractive deals on the awardwinning MG RX8 and RX5 to make the car-buying
experience a pocket-friendly affair.
MG’s ‘Drive the Road of Success’ campaign
allows customers to buy a new MG RX8 or MG
RX5 that delivers comfort, safety and premium
features at a starting price of QR62,000 and benefit from a package of added features including
one-year free car registration and comprehensive
insurance with the longest warranty period available in the market of six years warranty / 200,000
KMs (whichever comes first), with the ability of
trade-in with one of the two models. Both vehicles
and the full range of MG models can be purchased
with the option of in-house financing with special rate interest through NBK Financial Services
(terms and conditions apply).
Commenting on the ‘Drive the Road of Success’,
Auto Class Cars General Manager Frank Zauner
said, “With the beginning of the new academic
year, MG Qatar and Auto Class Cars are pleased to
launch this special offer on our amazing MG RX8
and RX5 vehicles to offer our customers an even
more appealing opportunity to buy their own MG.
MG enthusiasts can now buy their favourite car at
a very special price and leverage from a wide range
of benefits for a comfortable, safe and pleasing ride
for their children.”
MG RX8
A robust and spacious SUV – with the largest
wheelbase in its segment - the new seven-seater
introduces MG Motor to a segment it has previously never been present in. The MG RX8 is a fully
equipped 4x4 with six different driving modes. Its
strong truck chassis frame is capable of handling
the toughest off-road terrains and is powered by an
efficient 220HP 2.0-litre turbo engine.
Its spacious modular interior features adjustable rear seats and the largest third-row space in
its segment. An array of premium materials including wood grain and soft-touch trim gives the RX8
a high-class feel. And, modern features such as a
10-inch touch screen in-car entertainment system,
ventilated seats and wireless mobile device charging capabilities make the RX8 the perfect partner
for an active family.
MG RX5
The MG RX5 appeals to a range of customers in Qatar, especially younger buyers looking for
value for money in a stylish, technologically-advanced package that allows them to stand out from
the crowd. Equipped with a 1.5T petrol engine or
2.0L and 7-speed automatic gearbox the MG RX5
is available as entry-level standard or mid-range
COM models. The more powerful 2.0T power plant
is mated to a 6-speed automatic gearbox and is offered for either COM or top-of-the-range LUX trim
levels, with the latter featuring All-Wheel Drive
The MG RX5 boasts an attractive, futuristic design that is instantly recognisable, notably at the
front where the stylish square LED headlamps, imposing wing-shaped grille and innovative foglamps
endow it with real on-the-road presence.
For more information on the “Back to School”
offers, customers should check the website at www.
mg-qa.com or visit Auto Class Cars showroom on
Salwa Road

Prices start from QR62,000 and a package of benefits on MG RX8 and RX5

Attractive deals
New buyers can leverage the offer
upon visiting the showroom of Auto
Class Cars, the authorised distributor of MG in Qatar, on Slawa Road.
The campaign offers attractive deals
on the award-winning MG RX8 and
RX5 to make the car-buying
experience a pocket-friendly affair.
MG is a British-born automotive brand established in 1924, known for its historic models,
awards and achievements throughout the past 96
years. MG was founded by William Morris and
Cecil Kimbers and has the oldest car club in the
automotive industry. Best known for its two-seat
open sports cars, MG also produced saloons and
coupes. Since its acquisition of MG, SAIC MOTOR,
as a Global Top 500 company, has opened a new
chapter for this British icon. MG will explore new
avenues in the future.
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Mitsubishi

L200:

Engineered
Beyond Tough
Available at Qatar Automobiles Company
all parts of the vehicle from corner to corner, giving the it a tough, grounded and sturdy look on the
road.
The solidly reinforced and spacious cargo bed
offers all the storage space a business might need
and makes the L200 the best tool for various transport needs. At 1,470 mm width, 1,520 mm length
and 475 mm height, on the double cabin, and 1,470
mm width, 2,265 mm length and 475 mm height on
the single cabin, the L200 allows for more storage
without compromising on cabin space. Designed
with safety in mind, the rear corners of the cargo
bed are specially reinforced to disperse the force of
impact when cargo shifts in order to prevent deformation.

n Powerful design incorporating Mitsubishi
Motors Corporation’s DYNAMIC SHIELD
front styling
n 4WD system that delivers improved allterrain performance
n Improved use of advanced active safety
technologies
n Newly-developed 2.4L turbodiesel engine
mated to 6-speed manual transmission
n New Chrome power door mirrors, chrome
rear gate handle and Side steps

T

Interior Style
The restyled interior of the L200 expresses a
modern and robust feeling, and echoes the same
attention to detail as the exterior with SUV vehicle
styling, dynamic shapes and high-quality finish.
The centre panel and connecting console feature a
bulky layout that are perfect for a pickup truck.
The luxurious front seats have been designed
to hug the driver’s body with greater side support,
enhanced legroom and wide shoulder rest. Luxury
is further emphasized through high quality soft pad
materials and stitching on the floor console, armrests, and parking brake handle.
To achieve a quieter and more relaxing ride, an
instrument panel has been fitted with sound absorbing material, floor damping has been used to
control vibration on rugged terrain in addition to
dashboard and fender noise insulation.
To enhance convenience, new air circulator for
rear passengers has been installed in the ceiling to
provide passengers in the rear seats relaxing trip at
an ideal temperature.

HE Mitsubishi L200 pickup continues the heritage of renowned toughness, durability and
ability to perform under extreme conditions
and over the roughest terrains. 42 years after
its introduction, this global strategic model has
stood the test of time and will be sold in over 150
countries around the world.
The Mitsubishi L200 pickup is available now at
Qatar Automobiles Company, the authorised distributor of Mitsubishi Motors in Qatar, at its showrooms on Slawa Road and in Al Khor.
Giving total control of power delivery to match
driving conditions, the new L200 features a
6-speed manual transmission coupled with tougher
refreshed styling, SUV-like interior and better core
performance, making it more rugged, fuel efficient,
and overall economical commercial vehicle to own.
Available in single and double cabins, the new
L200 comes in 2.4L and 2.5L petrol and turbocharged DOHC diesel engines, and in 4WD and
2WD choices, with improved ride comfort and
easier drivability, thanks to the class-leading aerodynamics, legendary tough front suspensions and
enhanced rear suspensions that can handle rough
and bumpy road surfaces with ease.
Powerful Engine & Smooth Handling
The reliable petrol and diesel engines have been
developed even further, simultaneously achieving
increased fuel economy and high output. While the
4WD 2.4L diesel engine is available with 6-speed
manual transmission, realizing an output of 100
(136)/3,500 kW (PS)/rpm and a maximum torque
RI  1P NJP USP%RWK
2WD and 4WD 2.5L diesel engines enjoy a 5-speed
manual transmission that deliver a maximum
WRUTXHRI  1P NJP USP
and 94 (128)/4,000 kW (PS)/rpm.
The 2.4L petrol engine both 2WD and 4WD
is also available with a 5-speed
manual transmis-

VLRQZKLFKGHOLYHUV  1P NJP 
rpm of torque and 97 (132)/5,250 kW (PS)/rpm.
The 4WD models of the L200 feature a convenient and new “Easy-Select 4WD” system that simplifies switching between drive modes, to deliver
improved off-road performance. Integrally controlling engine power, transmission and braking when
engaged, the Off-Road mode, which has GRAVEL,
MUD/SNOW, SAND and ROCK settings, regulates
the amount of wheel slip and maximizes allterrain performance and selfextraction in

mud or snow.
“Rock Solid” Design
The front face of the L200 features Mitsubishi
Motors Corporation’s new-generation “Dynamic
Shield” front design concept adding toughness and
style to the distinctive and refreshed new look.
The New L200 features a revitalized design under the concept “Rock Solid” that embodies, both
inside and out, the full essence of the vehicle’s “EnJLQHHUHG %H\RQG 7RXJK´ GHYHORSPHQW NH\SKUDVH
The design language is characterized by the
sculpted lines and bold features that
define a powerful character
connecting

Solid Safety Features
Equipped with a vast array of safety features
that highlight Mitsubishi’s focus on occupant and
SHGHVWULDQSURWHFWLRQ)URP$%6WR656DLUEDJVIRU
the driver and front passenger, the L200 offers a
number of active and passive safety measures. The
YHKLFOHFRPHVHTXLSSHGZLWKK\GUDXOLF%UDNH$VVLVW
V\VWHPDVZHOODV(OHFWURQLF%UDNHIRUFH'LVWULEXWLRQ
(%' WRSURSHUO\SHUIRUPEUDNHIRUFHGLVWULEXWLRQ
between the front and rear wheels according to the
vehicle condition. It also features Active Stability
& Traction Control, which independently regulate
braking force to the wheels during cornering to help
maintain excellent vehicle stability when needed.
Other safety features include pretensioners on
the front seatbelts which automatically tighten the
belts in the event of a frontal collision to help restrain the driver and front passenger and reduce
the force of impact when the front airbags are deployed.

