
OVER 13,600km and 
30 years separate the 
Argentinian city of Ra-
faela and Jor, nestled 
on the north coast of 

Qatar, in Gustavo Alfaro’s life 
story. After calling time on a 
fleeting career in the heart of 
Atletico de Rafaela’s midfield, 
Alfaro took his first steps in 
management in 1992 at his 
hometown club with one thing 
on his mind: to fulfil a series of 
pending dreams. Three dec-
ades on and after having ac-
complished all of his targets, 
the Santa Fe native is set to sa-
vour a moment as he prepares 
to lead Ecuador as coach at 
a FIFA World Cup. With 98 
days to go until he makes his 
debut on football’s biggest 
stage, Alfaro sat down with 
FIFA+ to discuss the build-up 
to his Qatari adventure.

Excerpts: 
When you started out in coach-
ing, over 30 years ago now, 
your dream was to take charge 
of a club in Argentina’s top 
flight. Back then, could you 
ever have imagined you’d go 
on to coach a team at the FIFA 
World Cup?
That was indeed very much a 
distant hope. I began on the 
very bottom rung in Rafaela, a 
city where there’s more passion 
for motor racing than football. 
My first task was to prove that 
I was capable of managing 
my hometown club and then 
working hard to try and do that 
in the top flight. That was my 
ultimate dream. I went on to 
work as a commentator for a 
Colombian TV channel at four 

editions of the World Cup. My 
first tournament was in Ger-
many in 2006. That’s when the 
idea of coaching at a World Cup 
came to mind, but a voice in 
my head was telling me to just 
focus on coaching in Argentina 
and establishing myself in the 
top tier. My head and my heart 
were locked in a battle. That’s 
when I started to search without 
really searching, just like the 
Buddhists: you’re not looking 
for something, but that feeling 
of hope means that you end up 
playing around with an idea in 
your head.

In the first World Cup you 
worked at, in which areas did 
you feel you were lacking in 
terms of actually coaching a 
team in the competition?
I needed to go on and com-
plete my coaching badges and 
establish myself. I didn’t have a 
coach to guide me. Everything 
was an uphill struggle for me. 
Although I was coaching at 
Quilmes Atletico Club at the 
age of 34, I had to do it all on 
my own. I met up with coaches 
and sought the magic formula 
that guarantees success and 
that’s how I shaped myself as 
a coach. I still had to establish 
my working methods and had 
to prepare myself for more 
demanding challenges. Although 
football is the same game wher-
ever you go, the level of respon-
sibility differs from one level to 
the next and the higher up the 
pyramid you go, the greater the 
pressure. 

After over two decades in club 
management, you were given 

the chance to coach Ecuador. 
Did you have to weigh up?
It came in the middle of the 
pandemic and at a very tough 
time. I had left Boca Juniors 
and was seeking a challenge. 
There weren’t many teams in 
South America that could offer 
me that. Coaching Ecuador 
offered me something differ-
ent and involved me becoming 
a national-team coach just 30 
days before our opening World 
Cup qualifier. I believed that 
the challenge involved similar 
demands to those I was under 
at Boca, given the magnitude of 
the World Cup. It was all about 
getting our teeth into the chal-
lenge and making our mark on 
the project without altering the 
essence of Ecuadorian football, 
while at the same time introduc-
ing new elements to try and re-
verse the dynamic that resulted 
in Ecuador failing to qualify for 
the 2018 edition in Russia.

Was it at that stage that you 

decided you needed to oversee 
a generational shift within the 
squad?
The first thing we did was to 
analyse the team’s performanc-
es in the previous qualifier, the 
2019 Copa America in Brazil, 
and the friendlies, as well as 
looking at the youngsters who 
were coming through. We felt 
that the team had reached the 
end of a cycle. Although there 
were a number of talented 
players and some good perfor-
mances at the U-20 World Cup, 
many of those boys weren’t at 
big clubs or competing in major 
leagues. On the one hand, 
there was a certain level of 
uncertainty about assembling 
a new team but, at the same 
time, there was an excitement 
at the prospect of starting from 
scratch. 

Many players didn’t want to 
play for the national team.  
How do you go about persuad-
ing them?

What you’ve mentioned was 
actually the cornerstone of the 
process. When I was appointed 
as Ecuador coach, I had 30 days 
to put a team together for our 
game against Argentina. I start-
ed to contact the players and 
found myself up against some 
who didn’t want to play for the 
national team. They didn’t feel 
part of things. That’s when the 
scale of the problem really hit 
home. No matter how good or 
bad your players are, you’ve got 
a real problem when those guys 
have lost all interest. There was 
no sense of belonging, which 
is the greatest feeling you can 
have as a footballer. That meant 
that we had to adopt a different 
process. It was all about putting 
a squad together, creating a 
group and then making them 
into a team. We needed some-
thing special to bring us togeth-
er, something that was above 
the individual players and that 
was linked to representing the 
flag, crest and national anthem. 
We needed a greater cause to 
fight for. We needed to build a 
dream that was big enough to 
accommodate all 17 million 
Ecuadorians and get them to 
buy into it. When I was unveiled 
as national-team coach, I was 
told: “We’re placing the hopes of 
17 million people in your hands, 
coach.” However, it wasn’t about 
their hopes, I’d been given the 
responsibility not to let a whole 
nation down.

In that first press conference, 
you even spoke about the geo-
graphic and cultural divide in 
Ecuador and said that everyone 
had to get behind the team.
I was asked where I’d be based 
and I replied that I’d be based 
in Ecuador. Because if I’d have 
said the mountains, the plains 
or in Cuenca, it’d have been 
synonymous with a particular 
stance. It was a case of uniting 
the country and not just convinc-
ing the players. We had a bigger 
task on our hands. The first 
time I spoke to the players, I 
showed them the national-team 
shirt and asked them what it 
was. They told me that it was 
the national-team shirt. I then 

asked them where the crest 
was and they told me that it was 
on the front of the shirt, on the 
left side. ‘On the front or back 
of the shirt?’ ‘On the front.’ 
‘On which side?’ ‘On the left.’ 
‘Where’s your heart?’ ‘On the 
left.’ ‘So if the crest is on the 
front of the shirt and on the left 
it means that it’s on the same 
side as your emotions.’ ‘What 
about your name, where is it?’ 
‘On the back of the shirt.’ ‘What 
does that mean? The player 
who pulls this shirt on never 
comes before those emotions. 
If you’re able to understand 
what this shirt means, you’ll 
understand what the national 
team means.’ That was our 
starting point.

In what ways have you, the 
group and the players ma-
tured?
The journey was the key to 
everything. It was all about put-
ting a squad together, creating 
a group and making us into a 
team. We made changes to 
the way we did things, but our 
beliefs and principles remained 
the same. We mustn’t forget 
the journey: the good times, 
the highs, the uncertainty, the 
tension and the lows, because 
everything we experienced along 
the way contributed to the out-
come. We have to try and keep 
the flame burning and our chal-
lenge is to keep the momentum 
going beyond Qatar.

What are your thoughts on 
each of your opponents?
There are similarities between 
three of us. Qatar have some 
young players, but they’re not 
used to performing on the 
world stage and don’t have the 
experience of competing at 
this level, and the same can 
be said of both Ecuador and 
Senegal. Senegal are a very 
powerful and tough side, they’re 
the reigning African champions, 
but they don’t have a strong 
World Cup pedigree either. As 
for the Netherlands, they’ve got 
a very young squad with a lot of 
quality, but they’re a very young 
side. They’ve contested World 
Cup finals in the past, but have 

always fallen at the final hurdle 
and this new generation is aim-
ing to put that right.
Of the four teams, Qatar will 
head into the tournament in the 
best shape because they’ll have 
had more time to work together. 
They’re currently training togeth-
er and playing friendlies. I cer-
tainly don’t expect to see a lack 
of chemistry from Qatar and 
they’ve got an advantage in that 
regard. The Netherlands are a 
different prospect because they 
seek to impose themselves 
through their possession-based 
game. However, I’ve told my 
players that we’ve already come 
up against Argentina and Brazil, 
who are both European-style 
teams with South American tal-
ent, and performed well against 
them. Who’s to say we aren’t 
capable of reproducing that 
level of performance against 
the Dutch? As for Senegal, it’s 
like looking in the mirror for 
us. They’re a powerful, quick, 
strong side who play as a tight 
unit and have attacking players 
who can make all the difference 
and bring something different 
to the table, but playing against 
Senegal is just like facing 
ourselves. 

How’d it be  to be in the dugout 
after having watched the last 
four World Cup opening games 
from the commentary box?
When I saw Ecuador versus Qa-
tar come out of the draw, I said 
to myself, ‘Wow, the whole world 
will be watching that one’ and 
it’s a massive privilege. I told 
the boys that there’s a reason 
why it’s worked out as it has 
and we’re involved in the open-
ing game after so many sacrific-
es and lots of suffering. It’s our 
reward, and that’s how we’ve 
got to treat the game and just 
go out and enjoy the privilege 
of being involved in the opening 
match at the World Cup. Having 
said that, it’ll be like a cup final 
for us because it’ll have a big 
bearing, both for ourselves and 
Qatar, on how the group pans 
out. We’ve got to take that level 
of enjoyment into the game, but 
also approach it with a sense of 
responsibility.

Opening match vs Qatar will be like 
a final for Ecuador: Coach Alfaro

Former footballer Gustavo Alfaro worked as a commentator at last 
four FIFA World Cups before becoming Ecuador’s national coach

Qatar and Ecuador will play the opening match of the FIFA World Cup 2022 at the Al Bayt Stadium on November 20.

 Of the four teams (In Group A - Qatar, Ecuador, 
Senegal, Netherlands), Qatar will head into the 
tournament in the best shape because they’ll have had 
more time to work together. I certainly don’t expect to 
see a lack of chemistry from Qatar and they’ve got an 
advantage in that regard. 

Ecuador coach Gustavo Alfaro

98 Days to go

I will tell my grandchildren bedtime stories about 
when I won the CL, hopefully when I won the 
World Cup, but most of all, I will tell them that their 
grandfather used to play with Messi.  – Angel Di MariaSUNDAY, AUGUST 14, 2022

Ecuador coach Gustavo Alfaro with a player during a match.

FIFA WORLD CUP QATAR 2022: EXCITEMENT BUILDS 

Football aficionados during the “activations” organised by the Supreme Committee for Delivery and Legacy at Mall of Qatar on Saturday as part of the “100 days to go for FIFA World Cup” campaign.
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ISLAMIC SOLIDARITY GAMES: QATAR BEAT IRAN TO STORM INTO HANDBALL FINAL AT KONYA 2021 

Asian champions Qatar defeated Iran 24-23 in a thrilling handball semi-final to book a final meeting with hosts Turkiye at the 5th Islamic Solidarity Games in Konya on Saturday. Qatar won the first half 14-11, Iran, however, made a brilliant comeback  
in the second half and managed to threaten Qatar, but Al Annabi held their edge. The final will be played on Sunday. Meanwhile, Qatar’s men’s volleyball team beat Pakistan 3-2 to secure their second group win at Konya 2021. The Qatar men’s 3x3  
basketball team also won, overcoming Palestine 21-12. The 5th Islamic Games at Konya in Turkey have 56 nations participating with over 5,000 athletes. The Games continue till August 18, 2022. (TNN)

Mbappe desperate  
for Ballon d’Or,  

names Benzema and 
Mane as rivals

STATS PERFORM/DPA
BERLIN 

KYLIAN Mbappe claimed it 
is a “big lie” to say players do 
not care about winning the 
Ballon d’Or as he named 
Karim Benzema and Sadio 
Mane as his main rivals for 
this year’s award.

Mbappe was named on a 
30-man shortlist to be named 
the best player in the world 
on Friday, having scored 39 
goals in all competitions as 
Paris Saint-Germain won the 
Ligue 1 title last season.

No player across the 
top five European leagues 
matched Mbappe’s total of 60 
goal contributions across the 
2021-22 campaign, although 
his France team-mate Ben-
zema is the clear favourite af-
ter helping Real Madrid to the 
Champions League and La-
Liga trophies.  In an interview 
with France Football, Mbap-
pe, who has previously backed 
Benzema to win the award, ac-
knowledged he was desperate 
to be named the world’s best.

“I’ve always wanted to do 
it early, without limiting my 
dreams. I want to win it and 
I don’t mind admitting it,” 
he said.

“I am convinced that lift-

ing the first one is the most 
complicated.

Once you have officially 
entered that select group, it 
will be easier to revalidate it.

“It is a big lie that a foot-
baller is not interested in the 
Ballon d’Or. It is hypocritical 
to say that.  

“We all think about that. 
We talk about a team, and a 
collective, because in some 
way it serves to camouflage 
our ambition, but it is honest 
to admit that we care.  “For 
two years I have been a more 
real candidate for the award.

Before, I was content to 
be in the top 10. Now, on the 
other hand, I am among the 
four or five most regular.

“We don’t talk about the 
Ballon d’Or in January, but 
we make comments when 
the lists appear. Later, as 
the ceremony draws near, 
it’s obviously a topic of con-
versation in the group. We 
make our bets, we debate our 
opinions.” Asked for his own 
top three, the striker said: “I 
think Benzema, Mane and 
me.” Mbappe’s first Ballon 
d’Or nomination came in 
2017, when then-Real Ma-
drid forward Cristiano Ron-
aldo beat Lionel Messi and 
Neymar to the award.

Paris Saint-Germain’s French forward Kylian Mbappe heads the 
ball during a training session at the ‘Camp des Loges’, French L1 
Paris Saint-Germain football club’s training ground in Saint-Ger-
main-en-Laye, west of Paris on Thursday. (AFP)

Brentford sting Man Utd in  
Premier League humiliation

STATS PERFORM/DPA
BERLIN 

MANCHESTER United suf-
fered one of their worst defeats 
in Premier League history as 
Erik ten Hag’s side barely laid 
a glove on Brentford in a 4-0 
defeat on Saturday.

Ten Hag was looking for 
a response to last weekend’s 
2-1 home loss to Brighton and 
Hove Albion and was able 
to hand Cristiano Ronaldo a 
start, but all United got was a 
humiliation.

David de Gea was at fault 
twice as Josh Dasilva and 
Mathias Jensen put Brent-
ford two up inside 18 minutes, 
before Ben Mee and Bryan 
Mbeumo ensured Brentford 
became only the third side to 
put four past United in the 
first half of a Premier League 
game.

While the Bees could not 
inflict further misery on Ten 
Hag and United, it mattered 
little as the damage was al-
ready done.

United gave Thomas 
Frank’s men a helping hand 
for the opener as De Gea inex-
plicably let Dasilva’s 25-yard 
effort squeeze into the bottom-
right corner after Ronaldo had 
been robbed.

The floodgates then 
opened.

Shortly after United es-
caped a similar situation, 
Christian Eriksen was dis-
possessed inside his own box 
following an ill-advised pass 
from De Gea, and Jensen ap-
plied a disguised finish with 18 
minutes played.

The off-balance Mee nod-
ded in at the back post as 
United failed to cope with 
the hosts’ physicality, and 
by the 35th minute it was 
4-0 – Dasilva racing onto a 
clearance to play an exqui-
site pass into the box where 
Mbeumo held off Luke Shaw 
to score.

Ten Hag made three 
changes at the break and that 
at least helped stem the flow of 
goal concessions.

United improved as an 
attacking threat, with Ronal-
do presented with a couple of 
half-chances and Eriksen test-
ing David Raya with a header.

But still Brentford eased to 
a famous victory.

English Premier League  
Saturday Results
Aston Villa 2 Everton 1;  
Brighton & Hove Albion 0 
Newcastle United 0; Arsenal 4 
Leicester City 2; Southampton 
2 Leeds United 2; Manchester 
City 4 Bournemouth 0; Wolver-
hampton 0 Fulham 0;
Manchester United 0 
Brentford 4.

Manchester United fans react to their players after the English Premier League football match between Brentford and Manchester United at 
Gtech Community Stadium in London on Saturday.  Bentford won the game 4-0. (AFP)

Brentford’s players celebrate on the pitch after the English Premier League football match between Brent-
ford and Manchester United at Gtech Community Stadium in London on Saturday. (AFP) 

Gabriel stars on Arsenal home 
debut to beat Leicester

STATS PERFORM/DPA
LONDON

GABRIEL Jesus scored twice 
and set up another two goals 
as Arsenal made it two wins to 
start the Premier League season 
by beating Leicester City 4-2.

Jesus impressed without 
getting on the scoresheet in 
his competitive Gunners debut 
against Crystal Palace, but the 
former Manchester City striker 
delivered the goods on Satur-
day to make up for some ques-
tionable Arsenal defending.

The Brazil international’s 
double put Arsenal into a com-

manding first-half lead, and 
he capped off a brilliant dis-
play with two second-half as-
sists after Arsenal twice gifted 
Leicester some hope.

Granit Xhaka netted Ar-
senal’s third following Wil-
liam Saliba’s own goal, and 
after James Maddison struck 
through Aaron Ramsdale’s 
legs to make it 3-2, Jesus set up 
Gabriel Martinelli to complete 
the scoring. The post came to 
Leicester’s rescue in the 20th 
minute when Xhaka headed 
against the upright, but their 
good fortune ran out when Je-
sus’ deflected effort curled in 

over Danny Ward.
Ir was 2-0 in the 35th min-

ute, Jesus doubling his tally 
by nodding in unmarked from 
a corner. With Jesus hav-
ing twice come close to a 
third, Leicester thought they 
had a lifeline when Jamie 
Vardy went down under pres-
sure from Ramsdale, yet refer-
ee Darren England overturned 
his decision to award a spot-
kick after a VAR check showed 
there was little contact.

Saliba’s blunder - an inad-
vertent header beyond Rams-
dale – gave Leicester a route 
back into the match, but they 

conceded again just 106 seconds 
later. Ward spilled what should 
have been a simple catch, and 
Xhaka was on hand to sweep 
home from Jesus’ lay-off.

Maddison’s crisp shot and 
poor goalkeeping from Rams-
dale dragged Leicester back 
into it with 16 minutes re-
maining, yet Arsenal hit back 
swiftly again - Martinelli drill-
ing in from the edge of the box.

Jesus struck the post with 
the goal gaping as a hat-trick 
chance went begging, but his 
key contribution on his home 
Premier League debut for the 
Gunners sealed all three points.

Arsenal’s Brazilian striker Gabriel Jesus celebrates after scoring their second goal during the English  
Premier League match against Leicester City at the Emirates Stadium in London on Saturday. (AFP)
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 SERIE A

MILAN recovered from conceding just two minutes into their Serie A title defence to beat Udinese 4-2 at San Siro on Saturday. The opening game of the season in the Italian top-
flight for the Rossoneri saw a penalty from Theo Hernandez, two goals from Ante Rebic and another from Brahim Diaz guide them to three points, despite conceding twice to the 
visitors through Rodrigo Becao and Adam Masina. New signings Charles de Ketelaere and Divock Origi were named on the bench for Stefano Pioli’s side, with the former intro-
duced for the final 20 minutes and the latter for the final seven in front of their new fans.  It was a losing start for new Udinese head coach Andrea Sottil, though he will have been 
buoyed by his team’s ability to keep Milan honest in a game that was more open in the first half than Pioli would have liked. It was far from an ideal start for the hosts as Udinese 
took the lead in just the second minute when Becao headed a Gerard Deulofeu corner in at the near post. That advantage did not last long though as a VAR check led to a Milan 
penalty being awarded on 10 minutes after Brandon Soppy was judged to have fouled Davide Calabria, with Hernandez calmly dispatching the spot kick. The champions were in 
front just four minutes later when neat play from Diaz gave Calabria the chance to cross to Rebic, who swept the ball past Marco Silvestri. (STATS Perform/DPA)

Champions Milan recover from early setback to seal opening day win over Udinese

Romanian teenage star David Popovici broke César Cielo’s long-standing world record in winning the men’s 
100-metre freestyle at the European Championships in Rome on Saturday. The 17-year-old Popovici took 
gold in 46.86 seconds, lowering Cielo’s best-mark from the 2009 world championships - which also took 
place in Rome – by 5 hundredths of a second. Popovici was hailed by fans for his swim in the Foro Italico 
after notching the first world record of the championships. Hungarian butterfly specialist Kristof Milak took 
silver in 47.47 seconds with Italy’s Alessandro Miressi earning a home bronze. (DPA/Pic: AFP)

De Bruyne steers Man City to 
easy win over Bournemouth

STATS PERFORM/DPA

KEVIN De Bruyne pulled the 
strings for Manchester City 
in the Premier League on Sat-
urday as he guided the cham-
pions to a 4-0 victory over 
Bournemouth.

The Belgium international 
bagged one goal and assisted 
another as Pep Guardiola’s 
hosts delivered an imperiously 
composed performance at the 
Etihad Stadium in their first 
home match of the season.

Phil Foden matched the 
playmaker’s involvement with 
a double goal contribution of 
his own, while Ilkay Gundogan 
also got in on the act against an 
outclassed Cherries side, who 
helped City out with an own 
goal to complete the scoring.

Scott Parker’s men got 
their first season back in the 
top flight off to a winning start 
against Aston Villa last week-
end, but this represented a sig-
nificant step up.

A relentless start from 
City forced goalkeeper Mark 
Travers into a clutch of close-

range stops, but Gundogan 
broke through when he played 
a superb one-two with Erling 
Haaland to cut into the box 
and fire a low finish home.

De Bruyne doubled the 
home side’s lead just after the 
half-hour mark, taking on the 
Bournemouth defence before 
shaping a fine effort off the 
outside of his boot into the far 
corner.

And two soon became 
three as Foden’s shot evaded 
Travers following some neat 
work down the left from De 
Bruyne.

The half-time whistle 
brought much-needed respite 
for the visitors, but they con-
tinued to struggle to get to 
grips with the might of City, 
who dominated possession 
throughout.

In scorching conditions, 
Guardiola’s men turned in a 
more leisurely display after 
the interval, although a fourth 
goal eventually followed when 
the irrepressible Joao Cancelo 
saw a square ball diverted into 
the net by Jefferson Lerma.

Manchester City’s Belgian midfielder Kevin De Bruyne celebrates after scoring his team second goal during the 
English Premier League match against Bournemouth at the Etihad Stadium in Manchester on Saturday. (AFP)

PSG PREVAIL OVER MONTPELLIER 5-1

Paris Saint-Germain’s (PSG) French forward Kylian Mbappe (R) celebrates with teammates after scoring his team’s fourth goal 
during the French L1 match against Montpellier Herault SC at The Parc des Princes Stadium in Paris on Saturday. (AFP)

Paris Saint-Germain’s Brazilian forward Neymar celebrates after scoring his team’s second goal during the French L1 match 
against Montpellier Herault SC at The Parc des Princes Stadium in Paris on Saturday. (AFP)

Leipzig’s German forward Timo Werner. (AFP)

Werner scores on 
return but Leipzig 
held by Cologne

DPA 
BERLIN 

GERMANY striker Timo Wer-
ner scored on his return to the 
Bundesliga on Saturday but his 
10-man RB Leipzig were held to 
a second draw of the season as 
an own goal allowed Cologne to 
share the points 2-2.

Werner, aided by a goal-
keeper error, opened the scor-
ing 37 minutes into his second 
stint at Leipzig having rejoined 
from Premier League Chelsea 
this week.

Cologne first levelled 
through Florian Dietz and the 
game appeared to have turned 
in their favour when Dominik 
Szoboszlai saw red on the 
stroke of half-time.

But they needed a helping 
hand through Josko Gvardiol 
bundling a corner into his own 
net after Christopher Nkunku 
grabbed what looked like the 
winner after the break.

Werner scored 91 Bun-
desliga goals before mov-
ing to England and his 92nd 
came courtesy of Cologne 
keeper Marvin Schwäbe, who 
fumbled his speculative long-
range effort into the net.

“Very emotional, it was 
something special for me 
to come back here after two 
years,” Werner, who moved for 
an initial 20 million euros (20.4 
million dollars), told Sky.

“We didn’t really know 
what his condition is, although 
he did the full pre-season with 
Chelsea,” said coach Domeni-
co Tedesco. “We had very lit-
tle data about him so a game 
is very helpful to see where he 
is.” Werner played a modest 
67 minutes, not touching the 
ball in the opposing box ac-
cording to Sky stats, but said 

apart from the result he was 
broadly happy with his per-
formance while acknowleding 
“luck” with his goal.

“When you play so long a 
man down 2-2 is acceptable 
but it’s not enough for the tar-
gets we have,” Werner added.

Leipzig’s first lead van-
ished as Dietz turned in an in-
viting cross before Szoboszlai 
was dismissed for aiming an 
elbow at Florian Kainz despite 
minimal contact being made.

Nkunku, who received his 
player of the year award for 
2021/22 prior to kick-off, put 
the 10-men in front in the 56th 
minute but a corner deflected 
in off Gvardiol to earn Cologne 
a deserved point.

Leverkusen lost narrowly 
to Borussia Dortmund last 
week and started poorly as 
Fredrik Jensen put visiting 
Augsburg in front. Charles 
Aranguiz levelled before the 
break and a string of fine saves 
from Rafal Gikiewicz kept 
Augsburg in it during the sec-
ond period.

Andre Hahn then drilled a 
late winner against the run of 
play to give Augsburg a first-
ever Bundesliga victory over 
Leverkusen.

Hertha Berlin and Europa 
League winners Eintracht 
Frankfurt took their first sea-
son points in a 1-1 draw while 
Werder Bremen rescued an 
injury-time 2-2 draw at home 
to VfB Stuttgart.

Hoffenheim overcame an 
early deficit to beat Bochum 
3-2 despite a missed penalty.

Dortmund top the table 
having won 3-1 at Freiburg on 
Friday while champions Bayern 
Munich conclude the weekend 
Sunday at home to Wolfsburg 
after Mainz v Union Berlin.

ROMANIAN TEEN POPOVICI SWIMS  
TO 100M WORLD RECORD 

Willian leaves 
Corinthians after 

death threats
STATS PERFORM/DPA

BERLIN 

WILLIAN has said “I did not 
come to Brazil to get threat-
ened” after leaving Corinthi-
ans just under a year after 
joining his boyhood club.

The midfielder returned 
to his homeland last August 
after his Arsenal contract was 
terminated.

Willian will be on the 
move again after revealing he 
has been subjected to death 
threats from fans and his fam-
ily have also been targeted.

“I did not come to Brazil 
to get threatened,” the former 
Brazil international told the 
Globo Esporte. “Whenever Cor-

inthians lost and if sometimes I 
was not doing well in the game, 
my family received threats, and 
curses on social media.

“My wife, my daughters, 
after a while [they] also start-
ed attacking my father, and 
my sister.” Corinthians said 
in a statement: “Corinthians 
accepted the dismissal of the 
athlete, the anticipation of the 
end of the contract.

“Willian alleged private 
and family problems and the 
desire to leave Brazil. Corin-
thians is sorry, but respects 
the player’s decision.” 

The 34-year-old has been 
linked with another spell in 
London with Premier League 
new boys Fulham.

In this file photo taken on June 28, 2022 Brazil’s Corinthians Willian 
(L) and Argentina’s Boca Juniors Guillermo Fernandez vie for the ball 
during their Copa Libertadores round of sixteen first leg match, at the 
Corinthians Arena in Sao Paulo, Brazil. (AFP)
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MENDOZA PREMIER PADEL P1  SEES RECORD CROWD IN ARGENTINA 

A record number of spectators in Argentina, over 10,000 attended the Premier Padel matches at the Aconcagua Arena stadium, which has a capacity of 11,000 spectators, on Friday.  The Mendoza Premier Padel P1 also saw big upset with the victory 
of Spaniards Jeronimo (Momo) Gonzalez (ES) and Alejandro Ruiz (ES) over the seeded Alejandro Galan (ES) and Juan Lebron (ES) in the quarter-finals. Fernando Belasteguin (ARG) and Arturo Coello (ES) defeated Sanyo Gutiérrez (ARG) and Agustín Tapia 
(ARG) and luck was also on the side of Martin Di Nenno (ARG) and Francisco Navarro (ESP), who eliminated Juan Cruz Belluati (ARG) and Agustin Gomez Silingo (ARG). Pablo Lima (BRA) and Franco Stupaczuk (ARG) are also semi-finalists of the tourna-
ment, after winning their quarter-final match against Argentinians Federico Chingotto (ARG) and Juan Tello (ARG). (TNN)

Phillips, Mitchell shine as New Zealand 
clinch T20I series against West Indies

ANI
KINGSTON (JAMAICA)

TOP knocks from Glenn Phil-
lips and Daryl Mitchell saw 
New Zealand register a 90-
run win against West Indies in 
the second T20I of the three-
match series here at the Sa-
bina Park on Friday.

Glen Phillips smashed 76 
off 41 balls with six sixes and 
four fours guided, while Daryl 
Mitchell played a knock of vi-
tal 48 runs innings. 

Earlier, opted to bat first, 
New Zealand openers gave 
their team a solid platform 
as Martin Guptill and Devon 
Conway smashed West Indies 
bowlers all around the ground.

But the partnership between 
the duo could not stand long as 
Guptill was dismissed by Obed 
McCoy after scoring 20 runs in 
11 deliveries. Blackcaps skipper 
Kane Williamson could not do 
much and departed cheaply.

Later Devon Conway was 
joined by Glenn Phillips who 
smashed Men in Maroon 
bowlers all around the ground 
to keep the momentum going 
in their team’s favour.

After smashing half-centu-
ry, Phillips went on to 76 from 
40 deliveries and led New Zea-
land to 215/5. His blistering 
innings was decorated with six 
sixes and four fours.

Chasing the target of 216, 
West Indies could only man-
age to score 125-9 in reply. 
West Indie’s batter failed to 

stitch up the important much-
needed partnerships against 
New Zealand.

The hosts’ best were stand 
for the seventh wicket of 35 
between Romario Shepherd 

and Rovman Powell. Hayden 
Walsh (10) and Obed McCoy 
(23) put on 38 in an unbroken 
stand for the last wicket. The 
Men in Maroon failed to chase 
down the total and fell short of 

90 runs to hand New Zealand 
the series and match win.

The final T20I of the three-
match ODI series will be 
played at the same venue on 
August 14.

Scores: New Zealand 215/5 
(Glenn Phillips 76, Daryl Mitch-
ell 48; Obed McCoy 3-40) vs 
West Indies 125/9 (Rovman 
Powell 21, Obed McCoy 23*; 
Michael Bracewell 3-15).

Daryl Mitchell and Glenn Phillips of New Zealand knock gloves as the umpire signals a six off Jason Holder of the West Indies during their 2nd 
T20I at Sabina Park in Kingston, Jamaica, on Friday. (AFP)

Indian team has depth to clinch Asia Cup 2022: Ponting
ANI

MELBOURNE

FORMER Australia captain 
Ricky Ponting said on Friday 
that the Indian team has the 
depth to prevail over Pakistan 
in their upcoming high-volt-
age Asia Cup 2022 match and 
also take away the prestigious 
trophy.

India named a 15-member 
squad for the Asia Cup ear-
lier this week. The tournament 
will start from August 27 on-
wards, with India starting its 
campaign with a high-octane 
clash against Pakistan on Au-
gust 28. 

“It is always hard to go past 
India in any tournament, not 
just an Asia Cup, but I think 
every time we talk about the 
T20 World Cup which is com-
ing up, I think that India will 
be right in the thick of it there. 
Their depth is definitely bet-
ter than the other teams and 
I think India will win the Asia 
Cup,” said Ponting on the lat-
est episode of ICC Review.

Pakistan holds an edge 
over India in head-to-head 
meetings overall, but in Asia 

Cup, India has a slight advan-
tage of 7-5 in their 13 matches. 
One produced no result. He 
expects a tight match between 
both sides but feels India have 
the depth to go across the line 
in the match.

“I will stick with India to 
win that clash against Paki-
stan. That is taking nothing 
away from Pakistan because 
they are an incredible cricket 
nation that continues to pre-
sent out-and-out superstar 
players,” he said.

Ponting feels that fans and 
players have been starved of 
this brilliant rivalry between 
two Asian giants.

India and Pakistan have 
not played Test cricket against 
each other since a draw in 
2007 at Bengaluru, in which 
Sourav Ganguly scored a bril-
liant 239.

“To be totally honest it is 
one that we have been starved 
of, have not we ... looking back 
the last 15 or 20 years. As a 
cricket lover like I am and 
a cricket observer, any time 
those sorts of battles come up 
it is almost always nice to sit 
back and watch because eve-

rything just goes up a notch, 
does not it?” he said.

There is still an outside 
chance of both side’s meeting 
for the final of the ICC World 
Test Championship next year 
and Ponting would love it if ri-
valry grows even further with 
some red-ball cricket.

“When I think about rival-

ries, Australia and England 
and Ashes cricket is the pin-
nacle I have always thought 
of for our Test match game. I 
am sure India and Pakistanis 
will say the same about that 
and the actual rivalry would 
be the pinnacle of Test match 
cricket for those two countries 
as well,” he said.

Ponting has seen many of 
India’s T20I stars during his 
stint as an IPL coach and has 
his eyes on their preparation 
for the upcoming T20I World 
Cup, which will take place be-
tween October-November this 
year.

India has emerged victo-
rious in 17 of their 21 T20I 

matches this year despite the 
rotation of players by coach 
Rahul Dravid and selectors.

A noticeable absentee 
from Asia Cup 2022 squad is 
Mohammed Shami, who has 
not been part of India’s T20I 
teams since the last T20 World 
Cup.

Acknowledging that the 
shortest format is Shami’s 
weakest, Ponting opines that 
Shami could do his job if he 
makes it to the squad for T20 
WC.

“He has been a very, very 
good bowler for India for a 
long time now. If you look at 
his strengths, his Test cricket 
is probably where he thrives 
the most. I think there are bet-
ter fast bowlers in Indian T20 
cricket than Shami and they 
have only named three (for 
the Asia Cup). So if there are 
potentially four named in the 
squad he might be the fourth 
man in.

“I would think they will 
probably only have the four 
quicks coming to Australia. 
They will still want to bring a 
lot of spin here even though 
the wickets are probably not 

that conducive,” he added.
Coming to the Asia Cup, 

the 15th edition of the tour-
nament will be played in the 
UAE between six teams (main 
event). Defending champions 
India are also the most suc-
cessful team, having won the 
trophy seven times. While the 
last edition of the tournament 
was held in an ODI format, 
this edition will feature the 
T20 format.

The six teams are divided 
into two groups with India, 
Pakistan and a qualifying team 
in Group A; and Sri Lanka, 
Bangladesh and Afghanistan 
forming Group B. Each team 
plays the other once in the 
group stage with the top two 
teams from each group ad-
vancing to the Super 4 round. 
The top 2 teams from Super 4 
will qualify for the final.
India squad for Asia Cup: 
Rohit Sharma (c), KL Rahul, 
Virat Kohli, Suryakumar Yadav, 
Rishabh Pant, Deepak Hooda, 
Dinesh Karthik, Hardik Pandya, 
Ravindra Jadeja, R Ashwin, 
Yuzvendra Chahal, Ravi Bishnoi, 
Bhuvneshwar Kumar, Arshdeep 
Singh, Avesh Khan.

Asia Cup tournament begins August 27 with India starting its campaign with a high-octane clash against 
Pakistan on August 28. 

Shakib Al Hasan to lead 
Bangladesh in Asia Cup

ICC

BANGLADESH named a 
17-member squad for the Asia 
Cup starting later this month 
while also announcing their 
captain for the tournament 
as well as the T20 World Cup 
later this year.

Shakib Al Hasan returns as 
the captain of the Bangladesh 
T20 side and has been named 
the skipper at least until the 
T20 World Cup later this year. 
His first assignment in his fresh 
stint as captain begins with the 
Asia Cup, starting on 27 August.

Nurul Hasan was named 
the captain for the recent tour 
of Zimbabwe after Mahmud 
Ullah was removed as captain 
due to lack of results. However, 
Shakib Al Hasan – who was al-
ready named the Test skipper 
after Mominul Haque stepped 
down – is set to take the reins of 
the team for the upcoming Asia 
Cup, the tri-series in New Zea-
land that also involves Pakistan 
and the T20 World Cup.

Bangladesh also named the 
squad for the T20 Asia Cup. 
Litton Das was the most nota-
ble omission with injury ruling 
him out of the tournament. But 
the squad will be boosted with 

the return of several key play-
ers including captain Shakib, 
Mushfiqur Rahim, Sabbir Rah-
man, Ebadat Hossain and Mo-
hammad Saifuddin.

Saifuddin returns to the 
Bangladesh squad after an ab-
sence of close to 10 months. 
He last featured for the Tigers 
in the T20 World Cup last year 
where his tournament was cut 
short after being ruled out due 
to a back injury. Out-of-favour 
Rahman too finds a place 
in the squad having last ap-
peared for Bangladesh in the 
shortest format in 2019.

Bangladesh find them-
selves in Group B in the Asia 
Cup pitted against Afghanistan 
and Sri Lanka. Their campaign 
begins on 30 August with the 
game against Afghanistan be-
fore they take on the Islanders 
on 1 September.
Squad: Shakib Al Hasan (c), 
Anamul Haque, Mushfiqur 
Rahim, Afif Hossain, Mosaddek 
Hossain, Mahmud Ullah, Mahedi 
Hasan, Mohammad Saifuddin, 
Hasan Mahmud, Mustafizur 
Rahman, Nasum Ahmed, Sabbir 
Rahman, Mehidy Hasan Miraz, 
Ebadot Hossain, Parvez Hos-
sain Emon, Nurul Hasan Sohan, 
Taskin Ahmed.


