
AMIR AWARDED CHADIAN NATIONAL ORDER OF MERIT

Taliban break up 
rare protest by 
Afghan women in 
Kabul (PG 5 )

ASIAN champions Qatar 
defeated Iran in a thrilling 
semi-final to book a final 
meeting against hosts 
Turkiye in the 5th Islamic 
Solidarity Games in Konya, 
on Saturday. Qatar won 
24-23 at the Selecku Hall in 
Konya.  PAGE 13

Konya Games: 
Qatar beat Iran, 
storm into 
Handball final

Raise awareness on Qatar’s efforts 
to protect wild animals: Minister

QNA
DOHA

THE Wild Animal Breeding 
Centre in Al Shahaniya can be 
developed as an educational 
centre to raise awareness of 
Qatar’s efforts to preserve its 
wildlife, the Minister of Envi-
ronment and Climate Change 
has said.

HE Sheikh Dr Faleh bin 
Nasser bin Ahmed bin Ali Al 
Thani on Saturday visited the 
centre, where he was briefed 
on the proposal to breed rare and endangered 
wild animals in captivity.

Hailing the progress made by the cen-

tre in this regard, the minister 
stressed the centre’s potential 
in helping visitors, researchers 
and students learn about Qa-
tar’s wildlife and its preserva-
tion efforts.  

He affirmed the ministry’s 
keenness to develop a compre-
hensive strategy to preserve 
Qatar’s biodiversity and protect 
wild animals from extinction.

He also called for de-
veloping a mechanism to 
preserve endangered wild 
animals from extinction 

and to exert more efforts to increase their 
numbers and address the dangers they  
face.

Sheikh Hamad Hospital renews hope for Palestinian amputees (PG 4)

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

VISITORS will need a “Hayya 
Card” to enter Qatar from 
November 1, 2022, a senior 
official has confirmed with-
out specifying how long the 
requirement will be in effect. 
However, he said a Hayya 
Card would ensure a permis-
sion to stay in Qatar until Jan-
uary 23, 2023.

Citizens and residents, 
however, are free to travel in 
and out of the country as usual 
and they don’t require a Hayya 
card to gain entry, Al Sharq 

newspaper quoted Saeed Al 
Kuwari, the executive director 
of the Hayya platform, as say-
ing on Al-Kass TV.

Qatar is hosting the FIFA 

World Cup 2022 between No-
vember 21 and December 18. 
The Arab world’s first-ever 
FIFA World Cup is expected 
to bring more than 1.7 million 

visitors to Qatar. 
“Starting from the begin-

ning of (November), the Hayya 
card will be a prerequisite for 
entering the country, and one 
of the most important condi-
tions for applying for it is ob-
taining a ticket for the World 
Cup matches.”

According to Kuwari, fans 
from outside the country will 
need to purchase FIFA tickets 
and secure accommodation in 
order to apply for the Hayya 
card.

Regarding fans from 
neighbouring countries who 
wish to attend and return 
on the same day, Kuwari ex-
plained that there is an option 
to stay for one day, which will 
be available through the plat-
form, and that service cen-
tres will be launched and an-
nounced soon, during which 
Hayya cards will be printed.

Visitors will need Hayya card to 
enter Qatar from November 1

Qatar is hosting the FIFA World Cup 2022 between November 21 and 
December 18. The Arab world’s first-ever FIFA World Cup is expected 
to bring more than 1.7 million people to Qatar. 

HE Sheikh Dr Faleh bin Nasser 
bin Ahmed bin Ali Al Thani

QNA
N’DJAMENA

HIS Highness the 
Amir of the State of 
Qatar Sheikh Tamim 
bin Hamad Al Thani 
was awarded the Na-
tional Order of Merit 
of Chad by President 
of the Transitional 
Military Council Lt. 
Gen. Mahamat Id-
riss Deby Itno, in 
appreciation of the 
Amir’s role and ef-
forts of Qatar in 
making the Chadian 
Peace Negotiations a  
success. 

The Chadian 
Peace Agreement, 
which was signed 
in Doha, is being 
viewed as an impor-
tant step in achiev-
ing the sovereign, 
inclusive national 
dialogue in Chad for 
establishing a new phase of 
security, peace and stabil-
ity.

On behalf of the Amir, 
the Order of Merit was re-
ceived by Charge d’Affaires 

at the Embassy of the State 
of Qatar in Chad HE Abdul 
Sattar Saleh Al Ansari when 

he was received by the Presi-
dent of the Transitional Mil-
itary Council.

QNA
DOHA

QATAR’S Strategic Food Secu-
rity Facilities (SFSF) Terminal, 
which is key to Qatar’s food 
security and is being built to 
facilitate the storage of grains 
and oils to feed up to three 
million people for two years, 
has received its first vessel on 
Saturday.

The vessel was loaded with 
two LHM 280 mobile harbour 
cranes and their accessories 
manufactured by German 
company Liebherr.

The arrival of the ship sig-
nals the countdown to the op-
eration of the SFSF terminal at 
the Hamad Port. 

The QR1.6 bn project is 
more than 93 percent com-
plete, said Minister of Trans-
port HE Jassim bin Saif Ahmed 
Al Sulaiti. His ministry is in 
charge of overseeing the con-
struction of the terminal.   “In 
addition, the documentations 
for the facilities operator have 
been prepared in cooperation 
with an international consult-
ing firm in accordance with the 

best practices in this field, and 
in conjunction with the Com-
mittee for following up the 
Implementation of Food Secu-
rity Policies in the Government 
and Private Sectors,” he added.

Sulaiti said he was proud 
of such a high percentage of 
work being accomplished de-
spite the repercussions asso-
ciated with the Coronavirus 
COVID-19 pandemic, which 
affected several economies 
around the world directly and 

indirectly, as well as contrac-
tors of mega projects and sup-
pliers.

He said the construction 
of the country’s SFSF has fol-
lowed best global standards 
and manufacturing practices 
and deployed latest technolo-
gies to raise the capabilities of 
storage, packing, transporta-
tion and handling operations.

For his part, Minister of 
Commerce and Industry HE 
Sheikh Mohammed bin Ham-
ad bin Qassim Al Thani said, 
“This vital project comes in 
line with the Qatar National 
Food Security Strategy, and 
will contribute to enhancing 
the States reserve capabilities, 
as well as securing, strength-
ening and developing the stra-
tegic stock system for food, 
consumer, and catering goods. 
This feat would further con-
solidate Qatar’s position as a 
regional leader in the area of 
strategic stock sufficiency, and 
reaffirm its ability to achieve 
food security and meet its peo-
ple’s needs.” 

Qatar’s Strategic 
Food Security  
Facilities Terminal 
receives 1st vessel
QR1.6 bn project is at centre of country’s self-sufficiency plans 

However, this does 
not apply to citizens 
and residents  
entering Qatar

Milestone
● The arrival of the ship 
signals the countdown to 
the operation of the SFSF 
terminal at the Hamad 
Port.

● The vessel was loaded 
with two LHM 280 mobile 
harbour cranes and their 
accessories manufactured 
by German company 
Liebherr.

A poster of 
Qatar’s national 
football team 
captain Hassan 
Al Haydos is 
seen on a  
building in Doha 
on Saturday. 
Huge posters 
bearing FIFA 
World Cup 
2022-related 
imagery now 
adorn facades of 
buildings in Qatar 
as the country 
gets set to host 
the Arab World’s 
first-ever FIFA 
World Cup from 
November 20 to 
December 18.

DOHA KITS OUT FOR WC

Please find a 24-page 
Pakistan I-Day  

supplement with 
today’s edition

Continued on page 2 
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Ministry to hold meeting tomorrow 
to discuss upcoming academic year

QNA
DOHA

THE Ministry of Education 
and Higher Education will hold 
an educational meeting on 
Monday as part of the orienta-
tion week, which begins tomor-
row, with the goal of preparing 
new teachers at the Training 
and Educational Development 
Center, and coincides with the 
first day of teaching and ad-
ministrative staff returning to 
schools.

During the meeting to be 
addressed to the educational community, Minister of Edu-

cation and Higher Education 
HE Buthaina bint Ali Al Jabr Al 
Nuaimi will deliver a speech re-
viewing the vision, ambitions, 
priorities, initiatives, and gen-
eral directions of the ministry’s 
plans and activities for the new 
academic year, which were for-
mulated based on an in-depth 
study of the national priorities 
and goals of education in the 
State of Qatar.

The orientation week aims 
to arouse the enthusiasm of all 
parties involved in the educa-
tional process and its partners, 
inspire them, and shed light 

on the activities of the start 
of the new school year and its 
requirements, including re-
viewing the achievements and 
preparations required to pre-
pare the school environment 
to welcome the students on 
August 21 and the start of the 
school year.

The educational meet-
ing programme will include a 
seminar featuring speeches by 
the Ministry of Education and 
Higher Education’s assistant 
undersecretaries, who will also 
answer questions from the ed-
ucational community.

Municipality conducts 245 food business inspections, removes 637 abandoned cars in Industrial Area
TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK

DOHA 

THE Ministry of Municipality, represented by 
Doha Municipality’s Municipal Control De-
partment, carried out an extensive inspection 
campaign on 245 food establishments in In-
dustrial Area from June 26 to July 28, 2022. 
This resulted in closure of a warehouse in vio-
lation of the Food Law, removal of 637 aban-
doned cars, inspection of 81 facilities, and issu-
ance of 14 seizure reports in accordance with 
the Building Regulations Law.

The campaign aimed to spread regulatory 
awareness among establishments and users of 
plots in the Industrial Area and to raise aware-
ness of maintaining adherence to the laws of 
the municipality, and making the Industrial 
Area a clean and ideal city. 

During the campaign, notifications were 
distributed to plots and facilities for the imple-
mentation and application of municipal laws 
and decisions, and a comprehensive inventory 
of facilities and plots was made in the Indus-

trial Area with the aim of creating a database 
and an accurate information network.

The areas of work of the General Oversight 
Department within the expanded campaign 
included the application of Law No 18 of 2017 
regarding public cleanliness, and Law No 1 of 
2012 regarding organising and controlling the 
placement of advertisements, monitoring and 
removing abandoned vehicles in coordination 
with the joint committee to remove abandoned 

cars, and raising awareness of workshops own-
ers. 

The areas of work of the Health Control 
Department included the application of Law 
No 8 for the year 1990 regarding monitoring 
the regulation of human food. 

During the campaign, the team monitored 
the extent to which food establishments and 
stores were committed to applying the stand-
ard specifications of the required health re-

quirements, as well as ensuring the extent of 
the commitment of workers to follow the rules 
of food safety during their handling of food.

As for the areas of work of the Technical 
Control Department, they included the appli-
cation of Law No 4 of 1985 regarding the or-
ganisation of buildings and its amendments, 
and Law No 10 of 1987 regarding public and 
private state properties.

Mansour Ajran Al Buainain, director of 

Doha Municipality, had issued an administra-
tive circular to form a supervisory work team in 
the Industrial Area headed by Abdullah Nasser 
Al Qahtani, assistant director of the Munici-
pal Control Department, and including Jaber 
Khalaf Jassim, head of the Support Services 
Department, as vice-president, and member-
ship of representatives of the departments of 
general control, health control and technical 
control of the Municipal Control Department.

QATAR has launched several 
initiatives aimed at imple-
menting integrated mecha-
nisms that would enhance and 
raise its strategic stock, and 
support its food security poli-
cies, especially since the latter 
is key to the State’s security 
and economic independence, 
he added.

The LHM 280 is designed 
for rapid, versatile and effi-
cient cargo handling up to a 
maximum lifting capacity of 84 
tonnes and 40 metre maximum 
radius for multitasks and neces-
sary usage in operations.

Eng. Nabil AlKhaldi, execu-
tive director of Hamad Port Pro-
ject, said the LHM 280 makes 
the right solution for all cargo 
rapid handling needs for food 
products, i.e., containers, gen-
eral cargo, bulk materials or 
heavy lifts. It also features spe-
cial multi-axle undercarriage 
system, superior cruciform sup-
porting base, Liebherr Litronic 
crane control and management 
system, ergonomically design 
operators tower cabin and 
unique Liebherr anti-corrosion 
treatment. Further, each crane 
is equipped with headset tel-
ephone system, a generator, a 
central lubrication system, video 
monitoring system, anti-colli-
sion system for the jib, lightning 
rod and aircraft warning lights.

The SFSF project at Hamad 
Port, on an area of approximate-
ly 53 hectares at an estimated 
cost of QR 1.6 billion, supports 
the country’s self-sufficiency 
plans, aiming to create sustain-

able development for the com-
ing generations. It is also a new 
addition to Hamad Ports record 
of achievements, thus boosting 
its huge potential capabilities, 
modern facilities and advanced 
systems for increasing Qatar’s 
trade with the world.

The set plans to complete 
the development and readi-
ness stages of the States SFSF 
at Hamad Port have taken into 
account the latest and most 
advanced methodologies. The 
facilities constitute an inde-
pendent terminal with a dock-
ing berth of 575 metres (quay 
wall) in length and 12.5 meters 
in depth; standalone and fully 
functional for unloading, stor-

ing, loading, transporting, pro-
cessing, refining, and packing 
preparation of three main food 
commodities; sugar, rice, and 
edible oils; and including a pro-
duction line for animal feed in-
gredients.

In addition, this project is 
unique within the region with a 
storage capacity for a period of 
2 years for the three main com-
modities, as it contains silos 
for long-term storage and huge 
warehouses with infrastruc-
ture and exceptional equip-
ment to maintain such storage 
capacity to meet the needs of 3 
million people, in accordance 
with relevant international 
standards.

Grains for 3 mn poeple: SFSF 
project is unique in the region

Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Islamic Republic of Iran HE Dr. Hossein Amir-Abdollahi-
an received a written message from Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign Af-
fairs HE Sheikh Mohammed bin Abdulrahman Al-Thani, pertaining to bilateral relations 
between the two countries and ways to support and develop them. The message was 
delivered by Assistant Foreign Minister for Regional Affairs Dr. Mohammed bin Ab-
dulaziz bin Saleh Al Khulaifi during his meeting on Saturday in Tehran with the Iranian 
Minister of Foreign Affairs. (QNA)

ASSISTANT FOREIGN MINISTER MEETS IRANIAN DEPUTY FOREIGN MINISTER: 
Assistant Foreign Minister for Regional Affairs HE Dr. Mohammed bin Abdulaziz 
bin Saleh Al Khulaifi met in Tehran on Saturday with Deputy Foreign Minister for 
Political Affairs of the Islamic Republic of Iran Dr. Ali Bagheri. During the meeting, 
they reviewed bilateral cooperation relations and the latest developments at the 
regional and international levels, especially the latest developments in the negotia-
tions on the nuclear agreement. (QNA)

MINISTER OF SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT AND FAMILY MEETS 
EGYPTIAN MINISTER OF SOCIAL SOLIDARITY:  Minister of Social 
Development and Family HE Maryam bint Ali bin Nasser Al Misnad 
met with Minister of Social Solidarity in the sisterly Arab Repub-
lic of Egypt Dr. Nevin Riyad Al Kabbaj, during her visit to Cairo 
on Friday. They reviewed aspects and opportunities for bilateral 
cooperation and ways to enhance and develop them, in addition to 
discussing joint international initiatives and a number of issues of 
common interest. (QNA)

HE Buthaina bint Ali Al Jabr Al 
Nuaimi 

FM SENDS MESSAGE TO IRANIAN COUNTERPART

Annual ‘Back to School’ campaign kicks off
QNA
DOHA

THE Ministry of Education 
and Higher Education’s an-
nual ‘Back to School’ campaign 
kicked off Saturday with the slo-
gan ‘With Education, We Build 
Qatar’.

The ‘Back to School’ cam-
paign for the academic year 
2022-2023 is being organised 
in collaboration with the trans-
portation company Mowasalat 
(Karwa) and Doha Festival City, 
which is hosting the campaign’s 
activities until next Saturday.

The campaign’s launch saw 
a large turnout of children and 
parents eager to participate 
in the reactionary educational 
programmes.

Commenting on the occa-
sion, CEO of Mowasalat (Kar-

wa) Fahad Saad Al Qahtani 
stressed the keenness on the 
children’s safety as a priority, 
saying: “Adhering to our com-
mitment to provide a daily safe 
school transportation, we are 
glad to organize the ‘Back to 
School” activities with our part-
ners - the Ministry of Educa-
tion and Higher Education and 
Doha Festival City.” 

Al Qahtani added that the 
campaign aims to encourage 
students to welcome the new 
school year, educate them on 
safety rules in school buses in 
an innovative and interesting 
way, and highlight the benefits 
of mass transportation (school 
transportation) and its role in 
preserving a sustainable envi-
ronment.

According to Robert Hull, 
General Manager of Doha Fes-
tival City, the campaign part-
ners planned to celebrate the 
students’ return to school in or-
der to prepare them to continue 
their educational journey.

Omar Al Yafei, Director 
of the Ministry of Education 
and Higher Education’s Public 
Relations and Communica-
tion Department, who opened 
the event pavilion with Faisal 
Al Nuaimi, Director of Karwa 
Driving School, emphasised 
the Ministry’s commitment to 
assisting children and new stu-
dents in psychologically prepar-
ing them to return to school, as 
well as educating them about 
their safety while riding buses 
and promoting the values of 
cooperation and working to-
gether.

Continued from page 1 
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Qatar is above global average for active
and nascent entrepreneurs, says report

Tribune news neTwork
Doha

Qatar is above the regional 
and global average in its share 
of active and nascent entrepre-
neurs. this has been revealed 
by the GUESSS 2021 National 
report of Qatar. the report 
has been authored by HEC 
Paris in Qatar research asso-
ciate allan-Villegas Mateos; 
Prof Mahmoud M abdellatif, 
director of the Center of En-
trepreneurship at Qatar Uni-
versity; and Mokter Hossain, 
assistant professor at Qatar 
University. 

the report shows that be-
coming an entrepreneur is a 
preferred career path for stu-

dents immediately after grad-
uating even though 87 percent 
of the students surveyed are 
not being offered a compul-
sory entrepreneurship course, 
and 37 percent have not at-
tended a related programme. 

the report offers insights 
into university students’ entre-
preneurial career intentions 
and underlying motivations, 
comparing students in Qatar 
with those in 58 countries. It is 
aimed at understanding the role 
of universities in fostering entre-
preneurial activities in Qatar’s 
national entrepreneurial ecosys-
tem, as the country transitions 
to a knowledge-based economy. 

However, the report re-
veals that students signifi-

cantly lose their entrepreneur-
ial intent within five years of 
graduation despite 89 percent 
of them being aware of busi-
ness incubation and accelera-
tor programmes. 

the report suggests three 
reasons why students are not 
pursuing entrepreneurial ca-
reers:

 the absence of a strong en-
trepreneurship culture among 
younger generations. 
 Motivations and attitudes 
being influenced by family ex-
pectations and backgrounds. 
 alignment with proven 
theory that entrepreneurship 
is a process of developing the 
appropriate mindset, skills, 
and leadership empowerment 
through curricular and co-cur-
ricular programs.

In alignment with the 
proven theory that entre-
preneurship is a process of 
developing the appropriate 
mindset, skills and leader-
ship empowerment through 
curricular and co-curricular 
programs, the report goes on 
to suggest four recommenda-
tions to aid the development of 
a successful, sustainable uni-
versity-based entrepreneurial 
ecosystem. they are:  

 Offering mandatory en-
trepreneurship courses at all 
educational levels. 
 Increased stakeholder effort 
to reach student communities, 
including communication, en-
gaging more faculty members, 

joint programs, hosting, and 
sponsoring entrepreneurship 
activities, and ensuring access 
to infrastructure. 
the development of a robust 
and effective organizational 
infrastructure including the 

training of faculty involved in 
teaching, research, and cur-
riculum development, ad-
vancing, and managing en-
trepreneurship initiatives tied 
to research incentives and 
rewards, and outreach using 
business incubators, technol-
ogy parks, knowledge trans-
fer offices, co-working spaces, 
and other infrastructure. 
Ensuring that ecosystem 
leaders, sponsors, and cham-
pions readily have the finan-
cial and non-financial resourc-
es needed. 

“Entrepreneurial transfor-
mation of the ecosystem will 
be achieved by infusing an en-
trepreneurial culture, building 
entrepreneurial competency, 
accelerating the creation of 
ventures, and commercial out-
puts and impacting the Qatar 
National Vision 2030,” con-
cluded allan-Villegas Mateos.

Allan-Villegas Mateos

Ooredoo leadership visits Microsoft HQ for talks on future of telco industry
Tribune news neTwork

Doha

OOrEdOO, Qatar’s leading ICt 
provider, has announced that its 
executive leadership team vis-
ited Microsoft’s Executive Brief-
ing Center and Industry Expe-
rience Center in Seattle, USa, 
as part of a high-level visit to its 
long-standing partner.

the tour was part of Oore-
doo and Microsoft’s joint col-
laboration, which was founded 
on a shared commitment to en-
visioning the future of a modern 
digital economy and the role of 
intelligent telecommunications 
networks.

In the two-day seminar held 
at Microsoft’s Executive Briefing 

Center, senior executives from 
both companies collaborated to 
discuss strategies and industry 
best practices in areas of cor-
porate culture transformation; 
the metaverse; Industry 4.0; 
edge computing; consumer ex-
perience; smart cities; critical 
infrastructure; and digital cloud 
services for governments and 
private enterprises. 

Ooredoo also announced 
plans to launch Microsoft teams 
Calling as a Service during the 
visit. the launch will make the 
ICt leader the first Microsoft 
partner in Qatar to offer this 
one-of-a-kind service: a call-
ing integration with Microsoft’s 
teams platform that enables re-
mote work and frontline worker 

scenarios, which will improve 
service staff’s digital capabili-
ties during the upcoming FIFa 
World Cup Qatar 2022tM.

the successful collaboration 
between Ooredoo and Microsoft 

on Smart Health solutions to be 
implemented in Qatar was also 
discussed as an industry best 
practise, taking into account the 
role modern telecommunica-
tions networks play in accelerat-

ing cloud technology adoption 
across critical industries.

the tour concluded with a 
visit to Microsoft’s Industry Ex-
perience Center, where Micro-
soft partner solutions in health-

care, retail, logistics, sports, and 
the metaverse were showcased 
in a series of live demonstrations 
built on top of Microsoft’s cogni-
tive cloud and edge services.

Sheikh Mohammed Bin ab-
dulla al thani, deputy Group 
CEO and CEO of Ooredoo Qa-
tar, said: “this meeting with 
Microsoft’s executive leader-
ship team, boosted by an on-site 
tour and hands-on encounter 
with cutting-edge technologies, 
served to extend the already 
solid ties between Ooredoo and 
Microsoft. the visit to Microsoft 
HQ further cements our part-
nership and sets the scene for 
future collaboration and work 
towards our shared strategy 
and goals. digital cloud enable-

ment for social and economic 
uplift remains a strategic pri-
ority area for Ooredoo, and we 
will continue to play a decisive 
role along with Microsoft in our 
markets. We have a strategic 
commitment to bringing the 
latest technologies to the Qatar 
in our drive to support progress 
towards achievement of the 
goals of Qatar National Vision 
2030; to ensure the country 
remains at the forefront of tech-
nological innovation; and to 
help drive economic growth for 
our country.” 

the Ooredoo delegation’s 
visit to Microsoft HQ was the 
latest in a series of visits to 
world-leading technology part-
ners in the United States.

Qatar Post releases FIFA World Cup
Qatar 2022 Official Poster stamp set

Tribune news neTwork
Doha

Qatar Postal Services Compa-
ny (Qatar Post) has announced 
the launch of the FIFa World 
Cup Qatar 2022 Official Poster 
stamp set.

this comes as part of the 
agreement with Federation In-
ternational de Football associa-
tion (FIFa) under which Qatar 
Post became the Official Licen-
see for stamps category for the 
tournament that will be hosted 
by Qatar this year. 

Similar to the previous is-
sues, the launch of the Official 
Poster stamp set comes in co-
operation with FIFa the SC, and 
within the Qatar Post’s mandate 
to document all events, celebra-
tions and preparations managed 
by Qatar to host the upcoming 
tournament. through distinctive 
designs, each stamp embodies 
the unique culture of Qatar that 
will host matches for the first 
ever FIFa World Cup played in 

an arab country. 
the stamp issue will be sold 

to the public for Qr15. as a first 
stage 20,000 copies, 3,000 First 

day issue envelopes, 3,000 Post-
cards and 2,000 VIP folders have 
been printed. 

On the occasion, Faleh al 
Naemi, chairman and manag-
ing director of Qatar Post, said, 
“We are pleased to present to 
the world a set of stamps for the 
FIFa World Cup Qatar 2022 Offi-
cial Poster. these distinctive and 
uniquely designed masterpieces 
are inspired by our authentic Qa-
tari heritage and rich culture. We 
continue to be proud to cooper-
ate with FIFa and the Supreme 
Committee for delivery & Legacy 
to launch this series of stamp edi-
tions, which falls within the Qatar 
Post programme to document all 
events, occasions and prepara-
tions related to hosting the most 
anticipated and the biggest foot-
ball tournament in the world.”

Qatar Post has invited its cus-
tomers and philatelic collectors 
in Qatar and around the world to 
enjoy the newly released edition 
as part of the FIFa World Cup 
Qatar 2022.

QU, Metaverse join hands
to provide students with
access to space curricula

Tribune news neTwork
Doha

tHrOUGH a memorandum of under-
standing signed with Metavisionaries, 
Qatar University (QU) made history by 
becoming the first university to join the 
Metaverse, a world of digital space. 

the collaboration aims to give stu-
dents access to space curricula and 
cutting-edge technologies like Web tech-
nology.

In order to tackle current and up-
coming sustainability concerns, Meta-
visionaries is a community of change 
agents, thought leaders and business 
professionals dedicated to granting ac-
cess to the space economy and cutting-
edge technologies.

as part of the collaboration, a video 
of dr Omar al ansari, vice-president for 
academic affairs at Qatar University, 
was sent to the International Space Sta-
tion through Metavisonaries’ partners, 
ICE Cubes and Malleth II Program in 
which he stated, “I am proud to be in-
spiring our next generation with Metavi-
sionaries by bringing space curricula to 
the masses and providing them with im-
mersive learning experiences to prepare 
them to create sustainable future and a 
better world for all.”

Professor rana Sobh, dean of the 
College of Business and Economics 
at Qatar University (QU), entered the 
Metaverse for the first time to deliver 
a keynote speech about the future of 
education during the launching event of 
Metavisionaries. 

the event included space scientists 
such as dr tara ruttley, former asso-
ciate chief scientist NaSa); dr James 
Green, former chief scientist NaSa; 
as well as educators and other global 
change makers. 

during her keynote speech that took 
place in the metaverse spaceship, dean 
Sobh said, “as the national leading uni-
versity in Qatar and top ranked in the 
region, we should take the lead in push-
ing boundaries and keep reinventing our 
purpose, curricula and pedagogies to re-
main relevant and prepare our graduate 
for success in an increasingly turbulent, 
uncertain and challenging environment. 
Web.3 will play an ever-increasing role 
in education in the next few decades. 
When the history of the educational 

metaverse is written, we would like to 
be cited as one of the ground-breaking 
universities.”

dean Sobh added, “the College of 
Business and Economics is partnering 
with Metavisionaries, Ice cubes, Space 
applications and other global partners 
to launch a Global Space Sustainabil-
ity challenge that would bring together 
students from different disciplines and 
universities around the globe in the aim 
to come up with innovative solutions 
that tackle pressing issues related to one 
or more areas of Sustainability devel-
opment Goals. We need to reimagine 
business and should no longer make 
trade-offs between profit and advancing 
sustainability. We can achieve synergies 
between the two and leverage space to 
help achieve that.” 

Wasim ahmed, CEO for Metavision-
aries, said: “the pandemic accelerated 
the rate of technology adoption in the 
education sector. Qatar University show-
cases the university’s determination to 
play a leading role in shaping and ena-
bling the transformation to prepare fu-
ture generations for the future of work.”

Prof Rana Sobh

Waseem Ahmed with Dr Omar Al Ansari

GUESSS 2021 report highlights need for 
dedicated entrepreneurship education

With their smart solution for Hamad Hospital, HBKU 
students emerge winners of CodeCamp hackathon

Tribune news neTwork
Doha

a tEaM of Phd students from the 
College of Science and Engineering 
(CSE) and the College of Islamic 
Studies (CIS) at Hamad Bin Khal-
ifa University (HBKU) won first 
place at CodeCamp, a hackathon 
organised by the digital Incuba-
tion Center, under the patronage 
of the Ministry of Communications 
and Information technology. 

as part of the contest, hack-
athon participants were challenged 
to develop smart solutions that 
solve enterprise challenges. 

the HBKU winning team pre-
sented a predictive machine learn-
ing-based solution to solve patient 
re-admission prediction for Ham-
ad Hospital. 

the solution is capable of 
handling live data, such as previ-
ous health data and records, to 
identify with high accuracy pa-

tients who may be re-admitted in 
the next few days. their innova-
tive solution leverages machine 
learning to address the challenge 

of identifying patients return-
ing to Hamad Hospital within 
30 days of their discharge, which 
otherwise adds to the burden of 
medical insurance and allocation 
of beds. 

the winning team members 
were CSE Phd students ashhadul 
Islam, Mohamed rafiul Biswas 
and Uzair Shah from the division 
of Information and Computing 
technology; Mohamed rakibul 
Hasan, division of Engineering 
Management and decision Sci-
ences; and Muhammad Fazlurrah-
man Syarif, Phd student in Islamic 
Finance and Economy at CIS. 

the team won an offer from 
the digital Incubation Center 
and a chance to commercialise 
the solution in partnership with 
Hamad Hospital.
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Hilton Salwa Beach Resort 
& Villas has launched a curated 
array of activities for its guests 
ranging from captivating adven-
tures to culinary discoveries to 
peaceful relaxation with a view 
to plan their ultimate summer 
escape with friends and family.

Hilton Salwa Beach Resort 
& Villas is an unparalleled des-
tination offering world-class 
facilities and bespoke services 
for today’s leisure travellers. 
Sprawling across 3.5 kilometres 
of prime coastline, Hilton is lo-
cated along the pristine shores of 
the Arabian Gulf, on the south-
western tip of Qatar.

Starting with the debut of the 
new summer sale, the hotel is 
offering a one-of-a-kind oppor-
tunity for guests to experience 
the gentle breeze, warm sand or 
the adrenaline rush from sliding 
down the king cobra, with prices 
starting at QR1,095.

Guests can enjoy a selection 
of authentic flavours from the 
four signature restaurants; the 
league, Dante italiana Cucina, 
levantine and Miss Wong. De-
signed for different occasions, 
the Resorts’ food and beverage 
offerings present a resounding 
and memorable combination of 
gastronomic experiences served 
in immersive and unique spaces. 
one of the places to visit this 
summer is the BBQ nights at 
the league for a menu full of 
fresh salads, sandwiches, burg-
ers and more, alongside fun 
games of billiards, fussball, live 
entertainment and trivia nights.

Another perfect spot to 
spend summer nights is Miss 

Wong, offering Chinese private 
dining experiences with the fam-
ily sharing menu in a welcoming 
atmosphere. to add to the ulti-
mate Summer Escape, the Re-
sort has a range of activities for 
all guests’ wants and needs, be it 

poolside lounging, water sports, 
beach volleyball, kids club or 
weekly yoga sessions, the team 
is highly enthused to keep guests 
entertained. 

Desert Falls Water & Adven-
ture Park is one of the largest 

theme parks in the Middle East, 
and it is included with any room 
booking at Hilton Salwa Beach 
Resort & Villas. it features 18 at-
tractions with 56 rides and slides 
for kids and adults of all ages. 
Families will not only enjoy the 
thrills of the rides and slides but 
be entertained by the mascots 
that go on adventures through-
out the park.

the spa at Hilton Salwa 
Beach Resort is an oasis. the 
essential and escape journey fea-
ture both results oriented and lo-
cally inspired therapies with the 
newly added Hammam treat-
ments. the team is dedicated to 
renewal and restoration through 
packages such as Serenity tues-
day for ladies only and the Spa 
and Afternoon tea package.

these allow guests to im-
merse in the tranquility and an-
cient traditions of eforea spa.

Etienne-Charles Gailliez, 
Country General Manager – 
Qatar, General Manager – Hil-
ton Salwa Beach Resort & Vil-
las, said: “the summer season 
is roaring back and guests are 
looking for a perfect summer 
escapade. We intend to quench 
their thirst with a collection of ac-
tivities and adventures, specially 
designed to excite our guests. 
Ranging from culinary journeys, 
water sports, rides, slides and re-
juvenating spa experiences, our 
guests can immerse in the array 
of experiences at Hilton Salwa 
Beach Resort & Villas. We are 
looking forward to welcoming 
everyone for the ultimate sum-
mer experience, which we fondly 
call the ultimate place for friends 
and family to get together for all 
lasting memories – a place that 
truly feels like nowhere else.”

Hilton Salwa Beach Resort & Villas 
launches Ultimate Summer Escapade

Sheikh Hamad Hospital renews hope for Palestinian amputees
QnA
Gaza

MoHAMMED Suleiman Abu 
Madi, a resident of Khan Yunis 
in the southern Gaza Strip, is 
happy at how a smart electronic 
prosthesis has brought him 
back to life, given him hope, 
and helped him control the grip 
of even the smallest objects, 
return to his normal life, and 
integrate with people without 
shame, after he had been cov-
ering his amputated arm for 
many years.

the Qatar Fund for Devel-
opment-funded Sheikh Hamad 
Bin Khalifa Al-thani Rehabili-
tation and Prosthetics Hospi-
tal in Gaza has given people in 
the Gaza Strip hope after their 
limbs were amputated during 
israeli wars and aggressions. 
After the prosthetics depart-
ment manufactured smart 
electronic limbs and supplied 
them within the framework of 
the first phase of twenty-one 
amputees in the Gaza Strip, 40 
other smart prostheses will be 
installed for urgent cases and 
productive groups within Pales-
tinian society during the second 

phase, which is expected next 
September.

According to the Qatar 
news Agency (QnA), Palestin-
ian citizen Mohammed Sulei-
man Abu Madi was finally able 
to use his right hand after suf-
fering from a motor disabil-
ity due to the amputation of his 
hand for many years. Abu Madi, 
who lost his hand when he was 
five, adds that the loss of his 
hand had a negative impact on 
his psyche and made him feel 
as if something was missing, es-
pecially when he was a child, as 
he used to cover his hand with a 
sock so that the amputated part 
was not visible to those around 
him.

“But today, after i installed 
a smart prosthesis, i feel happy, 
my life has returned to normal, 
and here i am drinking with my 
hand, going to the market and 
carrying shopping items with 
my hand, even a small rose i can 
hold in my hand,”he added.

According to Dr. Ahmed Al-
Absi, head of the Prosthetics de-
partment at HH Sheikh Hamad 
Hospital, Abu Madi and twenty 
other Palestinian amputees 
were able to install an electronic 

prosthetic hand that they can 
use and move through the brain 
control that sends motor sig-
nals to each of the muscles and 
nerves connected to that pros-
thesis, and what distinguishes 
smart limbs is being functional 
and cosmetic at the same time.

Dr. Al-Absi said that the 
prostheses rely on the sensitive 
electrodes inside the electronic 
hand, where it takes the signal 
from the brain and converts it 
into movement, so the patient 
can open and close his hand, 
in addition to handling all the 
tools he wants.

Al-Absi stated that the Pros-
thetics Department is working 
to provide an integrated treat-
ment circle for people who re-
quire prostheses, which is divid-
ed into three stages, including 
psychological and physical 

rehabilitation, production and 
installation of the limb, and fi-
nally training the patient to use 
it, confirming that all of these 
teams dealt with cases where 
an electronic limb was installed 
and worked to help all patients 
accept the idea of an el.

“At the beginning, there 
was a difficulty in accepting the 
smart prosthesis and fears of 
how to deal with it, but today we 
can say that we have 21 success 
stories,” he said.

Dr. nooreddin Salah, Di-
rector General of HH Sheikh 
Hamad bin Khalifa Al-thani 
Hospital for Rehabilitation and 
Prosthetics in the Gaza Strip, 
stated that the hospital’s Pros-
thetics Department is equipped 
with the latest technologies and 
devices and has obtained the 
best limbs from the largest in-

ternational companies, includ-
ing the German firm otto Bock. 
He emphasised that the Ger-
man company provides the best 
prosthetic materials, while the 
limb is entirely made by skilled 
local hands in a workshop af-
filiated with HH Sheikh Hamad 
Hospital in Gaza.

He added that the installa-
tion of prostheses needs mul-
tiple stages, especially for chil-
dren who are going through 
different phases. “in the previ-
ous stages, we used to install 
cosmetic prostheses, as well as 
prostheses for athletes with a 
movable joint. However, the im-
portant precedent and the first 
event at the level of the Middle 
East region was the installation 
of smart electronic upper pros-
theses for Palestinian youth and 
boys, which sets a precedent 
because the upper limbs have 
much higher functional tasks 
than the lower limbs, such as 
drinking water, holding pens 
and papers, and for the doctor, 
holding surgical instruments,” 
he said.

the Director General of 
HH Sheikh Hamad bin Khalifa 
Al-thani Hospital for Reha-

bilitation and Prosthetics in 
Gaza Strip explained that smart 
limbs are being installed to re-
store the functions of upper 
limbs because the installation 
of the limb means restoring the 
patient to his usual lifestyle and 
integrating him into routine life 
as he was in the previous state 
before he was subjected to am-
putation.

He reiterated that the first 
phase included the installation 
of 21 smart upper limbs for both 
young and children. About 40 
other prostheses will be pre-
sented in the second phase, ex-
pected in September.

As for the mechanism 
of limb manufacturing, Dr. 
nooreddin Salah pointed out 
that both types of prostheses, 
whether cosmetic or smart elec-
tronic, are manufactured in a 
workshop affiliated to Hamad 
Hospital by skilled local hands 
trained from international ex-
periences in previous stages. 
He affirmed that the priority in 
the installation of prostheses is 
usually for productive groups 
within the Palestinian society, 
such as teachers, doctors, boys 
and girls, because these cat-

egories constitute productive 
and sensitive segments within 
the Palestinian society. “We are 
interested in restoring these im-
portant parts of society to their 
normal lifestyles and integrat-
ing them into the Palestinian 
society,” he said.

Dr ooreddin thanked the 
Qatar Fund for Development, 
the main financier of the hospi-
tal, confirming at the same time 
that the high financial costs of 
the upper and lower limbs pose 
a dilemma and a great chal-
lenge, and said that the cost of a 
conventional cosmetic prosthe-
sis may reach seven thousand 
dollars, while the cost of a smart 
electronic prosthesis reaches 
more than sixteen thousand 
dollars.

omar Shawa, prosthetics 
and devices specialist at HH 
Sheikh Hamad bin Khalifa Al-
thani Hospital for Rehabilita-
tion and Prosthetics in the Gaza 
Strip, spoke about the stages 
of preparing the prosthesis, 
and said that the patient is first 
shown to an orthopedist for ex-
amination and obtaining pre-
liminary approval to start pre-
paring and installing the limb.

Qatar Scout and Guides celebrates 
end of summer camp for girl guides
The Qatar Scout and Guide as-
sociation marked the conclusion 
of the first summer camp for girl 
guides. The ceremony marked 
the camp’s activities and accom-
plishments, as well as an open 
exhibition of handicrafts created 
by the girl guides during the camp, 
and honoured the outstanding 
participants. Dr. Ibrahim bin Saleh 
al Nuaimi, Undersecretary of the 
Ministry of education and higher 
education and Chairman of the 
Qatar Scout and Guides asso-
ciation, stated that the camp is 
the association’s first of its kind 
since the community overcame 
the coronavirus pandemic; noting 
that the association is working to 
qualify school students to scout 
teams, which reflects on their edu-
cational values and develops their 
own abilities to be distinguished 
elements of their schools and 
communities.

During his speech at the 
ceremony, he stated that scouting 
is one of the first activities that 
develops children’s skills, helps 
them discover their own abilities, 
identifies ways to solve everyday 
problems, and helps them over-

come any challenges they face in 
their lives in general. he confirmed 
that the association will see a new 
beginning in the coming period, 
with the start of the new academic 
year 2022/2023, by organis-
ing many distinguished scout-
ing, educational activities, and 
programmes, which will have a 
significant impact on the students 
affiliated with the association and 
joining scout teams.

Jassim al hardan, Commis-
sioner-General of the Scout and 
Guides association, said that 
more than 70 students aged 6 to 
14 years old attended the camp, 
which included many courses and 
life skills, as well as a religious 
and educational awareness 
programme. The camp aimed 
to discover talents, refine and 
develop skills, enhance self-
confidence, and national belong-
ing through the application of the 
educational curriculum of guiding 
scouting in an educational and en-
tertaining manner suitable for all 
age groups, according to Wadha 
Mubarak al Khayarin, Director of 
the Girl Guides Department at the 
association. (QNA) 

Malabar Gold & Diamonds hosts blood 
donation drive as part of CSR activities

Tribune news neTwork
Doha

MAlABAR Gold & Diamonds, 
one of the largest jewellery re-
tailers in the world with more 
than 285 stores across 10 coun-
tries, conducted a blood dona-
tion drive in Qatar as part of its 
corporate social responsibility 
(CSR) activities. 

the main objective of the 
event, which was organised in 
association with the Blood Do-
nor Center at Hamad Medical 
Corporation, was to replenish 
the available supply of blood for 
the local population and to raise 
awareness about the impor-
tance of blood donation.  

the event, which was con-
ducted at the Malabar Gold & 
Diamonds outlet in Grand Mall, 
witnessed a great turnout. A 
total of 47 donors, including 
members of the general public 
and employees of Malabar Gold 
& Diamonds, generously donat-

ed their blood.  
the donation units, which 

were provided by Hamad Medi-
cal Corporation, included four 
stations where all donors were 
subjected to a preliminary med-
ical test prior to their donation. 

“Donating blood is a worthy 
cause and we hope to set an ex-
ample to the public with our ac-
tions. CSR remains a core value 
at Malabar Gold & Diamonds 
since its inception and i com-
mend all those who participated 
in the blood donation drive, in-

cluding our employees, who led 
from the front,” said Santhosh 
t V, regional head of Malabar 
Gold & Diamonds, Qatar. 

As part of its CSR initiatives, 
Malabar Gold & Diamonds or-
ganises blood donation drive 
periodically in different parts 
of india, GCC, Far-East and 
the USA with the support of 
authorised blood banks. they 
associate with like-minded or-
ganisations and undertake sev-
eral welfare activities in their 
regions of operations, primarily 

in areas such as health, educa-
tion, environment, housing and 
women empowerment.

Malabar Gold & Diamonds 
is the flagship company of Ma-
labar Group, a leading diversi-
fied indian business conglom-
erate. 

Established in 1993 in the 
indian state of Kerala, Malabar 
Gold & Diamonds today has a 
strong retail network of over 
285 outlets spread across 10 
countries in addition to mul-
tiple offices, design centers, 
wholesale units and factories 
spread across india, Middle 
East, Far East & USA. With an 
annual turnover of $4.51 billion, 
the company currently ranks 
one among the largest jewellery 
retailers globally.

With 14 manufacturing 
units in india and GCC – the 
company currently has 12 ex-
clusive jewellery brands to cater 
to the discerning needs of cus-
tomers. With headquarters in 

Kerala and branches across in-
dia, Middle East, Far East and 
USA, Malabar Group is best 
known for its activities in the 
field of gold, diamonds, silver 
and lifestyle articles.

Malabar Group also oper-
ates MGD – lifestyle Jewellery, 
a retail concept offering trendy 
and light weight jewellery that 
represents the independent and 
the modern woman through its 
designs and collections.

the group, owned by over 
4,000 shareholders excels in 
quality products and services, 
has more than 14,000 profes-
sionals from over 26 countries 
working for its continued suc-
cess.

Malabar Gold & Diamonds 
also features an online store 
www.malabargoldanddia-
monds.com providing custom-
ers the opportunity to purchase 
their favorite jewellery at any 
time and on any day from the 
comfort of their homes.

Doha resident wins Haut Monde’s 
Mrs India Worldwide 2022 contest
WElnA o’Connor Khera, a 
resident of Qatar, won the 
‘Mrs india Worldwide’ 2022 
competition organised by 
Haut Monde. the wonderful 
event was attended by more 
than 250 people, including 

international guests and par-
ticipants. out of the 15,000 
entries, 110 finalists were 
selected from which 25 were 
scrutinized based on their 
instagram pages. A total of 
15 contestants were selected 

by the jury based on question 
and answer session. Welna 
expressed her gratitude to 
the organisers and gave the 
credit to her husband and 
family for their continuous 
support. (TNN)
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IndIan-born british author 
Salman rushdie is reportedly 
on a ventilator and may lose 
an eye after he was stabbed on 
stage in new York state.

The 75-year-old sustained 
nerve damage to his arm and 
damage to his liver, according 
to the new York Times (nYT).

new York state police have 
named the suspected attacker 
as Hadi Matar, 24, of Fairview, 
new Jersey, who was taken 
into custody following the in-
cident.

Matar has been transport-
ed to Chautauqua County Jail 
and will be arraigned later.

a statement on the new 
York state police website said: 
“on august 12, 2022, the bu-
reau of Criminal Investiga-
tion arrested Hadi Matar, 24 
of Fairview, nJ for attempted 
Murder 2nd degree (b Felony) 
and assault 2nd degree.

“Matar was processed at SP 
Jamestown and transported to 
Chautauqua County Jail and 
will be arraigned in central-
ised arraignment on august 13, 
2022.” 

rushdie, whose writing led 
to death threats from Iran in 
the 1980s, was about to deliver 
a lecture at the Chautauqua In-
stitution, in Chautauqua some 
65 miles south-west of buffalo, 
when the incident occurred.

He was stabbed at least 
once in the neck and once in 
the abdomen, according to 
police officials, before he was 

taken to hospital.
according to the nYT, 

rushdie’s agent andrew Wylie 
said he is on a ventilator and 
unable to speak.

Wylie added the news was 
“not good” and the author will 
“likely lose one eye.” He said 
the nerves in rushdie’s arm 
were severed in the attack and 
his liver was “stabbed and 
damaged.” 

Major Eugene Staniszweski 
of new York State Police said 
late on Friday: “Earlier today at 
approximately 10:47 am (1447 
GMT), guest speaker Salman 
rushdie, aged 75, and ralph 
Henry reese, age 73, had just 
arrived on stage at the institu-
tion.

“Shortly thereafter, the 
suspect jumped on to the stage 
and attacked Mr rushdie, stab-

bing him at least once in the 
neck and at least once in the 
abdomen.

“Several members of the 
staff at the institution and audi-
ence members rushed the sus-
pect and took him to the ground, 
and shortly thereafter, a trooper 
who was at the institution took 
the suspect into custody with 
the assistance of a Chautauqua 
County Sheriff’s deputy.

“Mr rushdie was provided 
medical treatment by a doctor 
who was in the audience until 
EMS arrived on scene.

“Mr rushdie was airlifted 
to a local trauma centre and is 
still currently undergoing sur-
gery.” His book “The Satanic 
Verses” has been banned in 
Iran since 1988, as many Mus-
lims view it as blasphemous, 
and its publication prompted 

Iran’s then-leader ayatollah 
Khomeini to issue a fatwa call-
ing for his death.

reese, from the City of asy-
lum organization, a residency 
programme for writers living 
in exile under threat of perse-
cution, suffered a minor head 
injury.

They were due to discuss 
the role of the US as an asylum 
for writers and other artists in 
exile and as a home for free-
dom of creative expression.

new York governor Kathy 
Hochul told a press conference 
that a state police officer saved 
rushdie’s life.

She added: “He is alive, he 
has been airlifted to safety. but 
here is an individual who has 
spent decades speaking truth 
to power, someone who’s been 
out there unafraid, despite the 

threats that have followed him 
his entire adult life.” The Chau-
tauqua Institution, which was 
hosting the lecture, tweeted 
about the incident, writing: 
“We ask for your prayers for 
Salman rushdie and Henry 
reese, and patience as we fully 
focus on co-ordinating with po-
lice officials following a tragic 
incident at the amphitheatre 
today.” Its president Michael 
Hill said: “What we experi-
enced at Chautauqua today is 
an incident unlike anything in 
our nearly 150-year history.

“We were founded to bring 
people together and commu-
nity to learn and in doing so, 
to create solutions through ac-
tion, to develop empathy and to 
take on intractable problems.

“Today now we’re called to 
take on fear and the worst of 
all human traits: hate.” Jeremy 
Genovese, 68, from beach-
wood, ohio, a retired academic 
from Cleveland State Univer-
sity, told the Pa news agency 
he arrived at the amphitheatre 
as it was being evacuated and 
people were “streaming out.” 
He said: “People were in shock, 
many people in tears. Chautau-
qua has always prided itself as 
a place where people can en-
gage in civil dialogue.

“The amphitheatre is a 
large outdoor venue where 
people have given lectures 
since the late 1800s. You need 
a pass to access the grounds 
but it is not too difficult to get 
in.” rushdie’s publisher Pen-
guin random House said they 
are “deeply shocked and ap-
palled” by the incident.

Chief executive Markus 
dohle said in a statement to 
Pa: “We are deeply shocked 
and appalled to hear of the at-
tack on Salman rushdie while 
he was speaking at the Chau-
tauqua Institution in new 
York.

Salman Rushdie on ventilator 
after attack, ‘could lose eye’

In this frame grab from a video courtesy of Horatio Gates recorded on Friday, Salman Rushdie is seen 
being loaded onto a medical evacuation helicopter near the Chautauqua Institution after being stabbed in 
the neck while speaking on stage in Chautauqua, New York. (AFP)
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a  protest by dozens of wom-
en who were marching in the 
streets of Kabul on Saturday 
chanting “Food, work, and free-
dom” was stopped by Taliban 
forces. Social media images 
showed Taliban forces firing 
warning shots and physically 
assaulting the women to dis-
perse their gathering in the 
heart of the city.

another video clip showed a 
small group of women cornered 
by the Taliban in a closed place.

“We are inside a drug store, 
they have imprisoned us here,” 
an activist said in one of the vid-
eos. Three foreign journalists 
and one afghan worker were 
briefly detained by the Taliban 
for covering the protest while 
another two local journalists 
were slightly wounded, accord-
ing to the afghan Independent 
Journalists association (aIJa).

Hujatullah Mujadidi, a 
senior member of the Kabul-
based aIJa, told dPa that the 
foreign journalists detained 
were from Germany, denmark 
and norway. afghanistan’s 
leading broadcaster Tolonews 

confirmed in its news bulletin 
that one of its journalists was 
detained for nearly 5 hours and 
their camera was confiscated 
by the Taliban. as the one-year 
anniversary of the Taliban re-
gime gets closer, women are 
once again on the streets to 
denounce the restrictions im-
posed by the Taliban on their 
rights to education, work and 
freedom of movement.

The protesters also chanted 
that they were tired of discrimi-
nation against women.  Since 

returning to power in august 
2021, the Taliban have cur-
tailed basic women’s rights and 
those who have protested have 
been suppressed. no country 
has recognized the Taliban’s 
de facto government. Speak-
ing at a televised event in the 
presidential palace, the Tali-
ban’s minister of Propagation 
of Virtue and Prevention of 
Vice whose ministry imposed 
the new rules said their duty is 
to implement Islamic ideology 
in society.

“If it is the right that an al-
ien man and woman should sit 
on the same bench and they 
call this women’s and human 
rights, then our culture, tradi-
tion, faith, religion, allah and 
his messenger, none of them al-
low us to do this,” Mohammad 
Khalid Hanafi said.

Meanwhile, an year after 
the Taliban returned to power 
in afghanistan, many media 
outlets in the countries have 
been shut down, reporters 
Without borders (rSF) has 
said. numerous media outlets 
have ceased their work and 
hundreds of journalists have 
lost their jobs, the organisation 
announced. “Journalism in af-
ghanis an is bleeding to death,” 
said rSF director Christian 
Mihr, according to a statement 
from Friday. “The Taliban have 
enacted numerous laws that re-
strict freedom of the press and 
encourage the persecution and 
intimidation of media and jour-
nalists,” he added. according to 
rSF, a good third of 550 media 
outlets that had been active as 
of august 15, 2021 - the day the 
Taliban took over control again 
after more than 20 years - have 
been shut down.

Women’s rally in dispersed in
Kabul with warning shots

World

Afghan women hold placards as they march and shout slogans 
“Bread, work, freedom” during a womens’ rights protest in Kabul on 
Saturday. (AFP)
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IT has been 75 years since the 
british announced the parti-
tion of what was british India 
in their colonial empire, creat-
ing two independent nations 
- Hindu-majority India and 
Muslim-majority Pakistan. 
but the joy of independence 
was marred by the carnage of 
partition.

Unprecedented chaos 
marked the days after the 
birth of the two states as ha-

tred flared between religious 
groups. Millions of Muslims 
made their way to Pakistan 
and Hindus and Sikhs jour-
neyed in the opposite direc-
tion. Many suffered terrible 
atrocities along the way, often 
never reaching their destina-
tion.

Pritam Khan, a Muslim 
who lives in Ludhiana district 
of India, barely survived when 
a mob invaded his village but 
he lost his family.

“I was playing near the 
house at the time when a riot-

ing mob came,” said Khan, 86, 
in an interview with dPa.

His father and older broth-
ers ran away while he hid in 
maize fields and his mother hid 
in a well. Later, when he went 
to find her, she did not come 
out.

Like Pritam Khan’s mother 
rehmi, at least 1 million peo-
ple died in riots and massacres 
in 1947. as many as 15 mil-
lion people were displaced or 
forced to flee.

People lost their property 
due to the relocation, which 

further inflamed the unrest. 
The traumas of that time re-
main in the collective memory 
to this day, shaping politics and 
exacerbating the bitter rivalry 
between the two countries.

Pritam Khan doesn’t know 
exactly what happened after 
his mother’s death. He said he 
wandered around, then stayed 
with other villagers until the 
violence ebbed.

He grew up in an Indian 
village near his home village 
and worked for a farmer, never 
attending school.

Some seven years after the 
partition, his family in Pakistan 
found out that Pritam was still 
alive, after a distant relative 
travelled to India to search for 
his lost son. In 1983, his neph-
ew Shahbaz Khan started writ-
ing him letters and they remain 
in touch to this day.

While Khan and other fam-
ilies count 75 years since the 
tragedies that divided them, 
the two nations are celebrat-
ing their independence as a tri-
umph, with Pakistan marking 
the day on august 14 and India 

a day later.
Khan will not be celebrat-

ing. Instead he says he will sit 
outside on his charpai, a bed-
stead traditional in the region, 
and think of his lost family as 
he often does nowadays.

“The events at the time of 
partition are as painful today as 
they were 75 years ago,” Shah-
baz Khan, 54, Pritam Khan’s 
nephew, told dpa while sitting 
beneath a Pakistan flag, the 
only item decorating the wall 
of his modest drawing room in 
Faisalabad.

Taiwan slams China 
over curbs on 
Lithuanian official

DPA
TAIPeI

TaIWan on Saturday con-
demned China for sanctioning 
Lithuania’s deputy minister of 
transport over a Taipei visit, 
saying such a bullying action is 
groundless.

agne Vaiciukeviciute ar-
rived in Taipei on august 7 for 
a five-day visit to promote fu-
ture cooperation. beijing said 
on Friday that Vaiciukeviciute 
had undermined China’s sov-
ereignty and territorial integ-
rity. Taiwan has had an in-
dependent government since 
1949, but China considers the 
self-governing democratic is-
land part of its territory.

Taiwan’s Foreign Ministry 
said that beijing’s announce-
ment from Friday exposes 
China’s bullying actions which 
disregard the rules-based in-
ternational order.

The ministry said the Chi-
nese government’s retalia-
tion over Vaiciukeviciute was 
“groundless” and defied nor-
mal exchanges conducted by 
sovereign states.

Lithuania’s Ministry of 
Transport and Communica-
tions expressed its regret late 
Friday over China’s sanctioning 

of Vaiciukeviciute “to suspend 
relations with Lithuania in 
the field of international road 
transport.” on Thursday, be-
fore wrapping up her visit, Vai-
ciukeviciute said her delegation 
had met representatives from 
Taiwan’s transportation agen-
cies and leading electric bus 
manufacturers to pave the way 
for future collaboration in the 
field of electric buses and green 
transportation technologies.

“Lithuania chooses to co-
operate with countries willing 
to cooperate with us,” Vaiciuk-
eviciute told a news conference 
in Taipei, stressing that the 
trip was planned for months.

In response to media ques-
tions about China’s increas-
ing pressure on Taiwan both 
militarily and economically 
after a 19-hour visit to Taipei 
by Speaker of the US House of 
representatives nancy Pelosi 
on august 3, Vaiciukeviciute 
stressed her country “support-
ed the G7 statement which was 
announced last week.” The G7 
statement called on China “not 
to unilaterally change the sta-
tus quo by force in the region” 
while reaffirming a “shared 
and steadfast commitment to 
maintaining peace and stabil-
ity across the Taiwan Strait.”

Suspect sent to 
jail; to be charged 
with assault and 
attempted murder 

75 years on, India-Pakistan partition pains linger for families
The British left the Indian subcontinent in 1947 but the 
joy of independence was marred by the carnage of par-
tition when millions were uprooted. The frosty relations 
between the nuclear-armed neighbours mean families’ 
hopes of being reuinited are fading.
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A general view shows the headquarters of the Ministry of National 
Defence in Taipei on Friday. (AFP)

Several injured 
in Kabul blast

DPA
IsLAmAbAd

aT least two civilians were 
wounded in an explosion in 
the western part of Kabul city, 
police said on Saturday.

Home-made devices were 
placed close to the office of the 
national Id card distribution 
centre in police district 13 in 
the dasht-e-barchi area of the 
city, police spokesman Khalid 
Zadran told dPa.

Zadran said the security 
forces in the area were inves-
tigating the incident.

a security official in the 
area has told local broadcaster 
ToLonews that four people, 
including two Taliban security 
force members, were wounded 
in the blast that was caused by 
a motorcycle bomb.

There was no immediate 
claim of responsibility for the 
incident. during the initial 
moment of the blast, social 
media images recorded a black 
plume of smoke rising in the 
sky from the area.

The west of Kabul, a Shia-
Hazara populated neigh-
bourhood, has witnessed the 
most deadly attacks claimed 
by the Islamic State terror-
ist group during the past few 
years.

XIAmen, China shanghai has extended its coronavirus mass 
testing rule until the end of september, requiring all citizens in 
the eastern Chinese port city to take a PCr test at least once 
a week. 

According to an official statement, all residents who don’t 
comply with the measure will have their so-called health code 
set from green to yellow. 

The code determines whether citizens can enter public 
buildings, including shopping centres and offices. If it’s yellow, 
they are not allowed in. while health authorities in China’s 
financial hub only recorded one case of coronavirus on satur-
day, the extension is in line with the country’s strict zero-Covid 
policy, imposing sweeping lockdowns and mass testing on any 
outbreak. (DPA)

Shanghai extends Covid mass testing rule

IsLAmAbAd Pakistani journal-
ists on saturday warned the 
authorities of countrywide 
protests against the revoca-
tion of the operating licence 
of a leading television news 
channel for airing a segment 
about the armed forces 
deemed a threat to national 
security.

“we demand immediate 
restoration of the channel 
otherwise we will stage coun-
trywide protests,” the presi-
dent of the Pakistan Federal 
Union of Journalists (PFUJ), 
Afzal butt,  said. (DPA)

Pakistani journalists 
vow to resist ban

CoLombo sri Lanka has giv-
en permission for a Chinese 
research ship to dock at one 
of its ports despite security 
concerns raised by India.

The Yuan wang 5 was 
initially due to arrive in a 
port in hambantota on the 
southern coast of sri Lanka 
on August 11, but will now 
arrive on Tuesday, the For-
eign ministry said.

The statement said the 
vessel will only stock up on 
supplies and will not carry 
out any scientific research in 
sri Lankan waters. (DPA)

Sri Lanka allows 
China ship to dock

News 
in brief
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QATAR is set to welcome football 
fans from all over the world to 
the first World Cup taking place 
in an Arab country and the Mid-
dle-East, giving them a chance 

to get to know the country and the re-
gion’s Arab culture.

This edition of the FIFA World Cup 
Qatar 2022 will be transformative for 
Qatar and the entire region. The tour-
nament will deliver a legacy that sets 
the standard for future mega-event 
hosts.

For HE Secretary General of the 
Supreme Committee for Delivery & 
Legacy (SC) Hassan Al Thawadi the 
final at Lusail Stadium on Qatar Na-
tional Day will be the culmination of a 
12-year journey, after the country won 
the hosting rights in 2010.

“We have come such a long way in 
a relatively short space of time,” said 
Al Thawadi. “Hosting the World Cup 
has accelerated the development of 
our great country in line with Qatar 
National Vision 2030. We have built 
incredible infrastructure, developed a 
world-class sports and events indus-
try, and delivered human and social 
projects to benefit people in Qatar and 
around the world,” he said.

Al Thawadi continued: “From day 
one, we have said that hosting the 
World Cup is about much more than 
football. It is about inspiring a genera-
tion and showing young people across 
Qatar and the Arab world what is pos-
sible. Few of us ever dreamed that Qa-
tar would host a tournament of this 
magnitude but look at us now.” For 
his part, SC Director-General Eng. Ya-
sir Al Jamal has also been involved in 
Qatars preparations from the start. He 
has played a major role in the delivery 
of tournament infrastructure, includ-
ing the seven stadiums the country has 
built from scratch, plus the redevelop-
ment of Khalifa International.

“Everyone at the SC along with our 
many stakeholders can be very proud 
of the projects we have worked so hard 
to deliver,” said Al Jamal. “It is amaz-
ing to think that at the start of this jour-
ney we simply had a vision and ideas 
now we have infrastructure and venues 
that communities across the country 

are using every single day. We see the 
legacy of this World Cup making a dif-
ference to peoples lives long before the 
big kick-off,” he said.

CEO, FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 
LLC Nasser Al Khater has also played 
a prominent role in tournament prep-
arations since the bid. He says fans 
should expect a once-in-a-lifetime 
experience when they arrive in Qatar 
later this year.

“When fans arrive in Qatar, they 
will experience our warm hospitality 
and our passion for football,” said Al 
Khater. “If you love football, this will 
be the place to be and thanks to our 
compact nature, youll be able to attend 
more matches than ever before. Even 
away from the action on the pitch, 
there will be so much to do, with tour-
ist attractions and many entertainment 
options. I encourage everyone to buy 
their tickets and experience a World 
Cup like no other in history,” he said.

The opening match of the World 
Cup will take place on Nov. 20 between 
Qatar and Ecuador. It will conclude on 
Dec. 18 at 80000-seat Lusail stadium.

Entertainment attractions
Qatar will host a vast array of cul-

tural and entertainment options for the 

whole family during this year’s FIFA 
World Cup, which will be held from 20 
November to 18 December.

In remarks, Khalid Al Mawlawi, 
Deputy Director General, Marketing, 
Communications & Event Experi-
ence, Supreme Committee for Deliv-
ery & Legacy, said: “Fans from across 
the globe should expect an incredible 
experience when they arrive in Qatar 
for the biggest mega-event ever to be 
held in our country and region. Thanks 
to close collaboration with our many 
stakeholders, we will deliver a variety 
of entertainment activities for both lo-
cals and visitors, as we aim to deliver 
the most exciting edition of the FIFA 
World Cup in history.” The country-
wide festival will include more than 
90 special events set to take place on 
the sidelines of the tournament, which 
marked its 100-day countdown today. 
The major events will feature match 
viewing areas, music festivals, cultural 
displays and street performances.

The country’s centrepiece enter-
tainment offering during the FIFA 
World Cup will be the Corniche, which 
will have a carnival atmosphere along 
its 6km route, stretching from the 
Sheraton Hotel to the Museum of Is-
lamic Art Park. It will feature roving 

performances, cultural activities, food 
and beverage stalls, and retail outlets. 
More than 120,000 people will be able 
to visit the Corniche at peak time.

Fans who attend matches will ex-
perience a host of entertainment in 
the vicinity of all eight stadiums. The 
Last-Mile Cultural Activation will fea-
ture more than 6,000 performances 
in 21 locations. Special highlights will 
include visual arts, crafts and heritage, 
fashion and design, performance art, 
music and film screenings.

Away from the stadiums, football 
fans will flock to the FIFA Fan Festi-
val at Al Bidda Park, which will show 
every match live and feature stage per-
formances, food and beverage outlets, 
cultural activities and sponsor activa-
tions. The FIFA Fan Festival will open 
on 20 November and have the capacity 
to host up to 40,000 visitors. In addi-
tion, fan zones will be hosted in the In-
dustrial Area and Al Khor. More details 
will be announced soon.

Fans will be able to enjoy theme 
park rides and other attractions at Al 
Maha Island Lusail, including ice skat-
ing and circus performances. There will 
also be a beach club and a range of food 
and beverage options, including both 
high-end and casual dining. Al Maha 
Island Lusail will also host a range of 
concerts and performances for people 
of all ages.

Music fans will also be very well 
catered for during the tournament. 
The Arcadia Spectacular dance music 
festival will be held near Ras Bu Fon-
tas metro station and host up to 15,000 
fans, while another music event, hosted 
by MDLBEAST, will take place in Al 
Wakrah and is set to attract 5,000 fans.

Another tourist hotspot will be 
the 974 Beach Club - located close to 
Stadium 974 - which will offer music, 
activities, food and beverage options, 
and retail stalls for up to 10,000 guests. 
In addition, Lusail Boulevard - located 
close to the stadium that will host the 
FIFA World Cup final - will stage street 
performances for around 50,000 peo-
ple every day.

In addition, a variety of cultural 
and entertainment activities will be 
available for fans across key tourist 
destinations in the country, including 
museums, Souq Waqif, Katara Cultural 
Village and Msheireb Downtown Doha.

Opinion
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World Cup will be 
Transformative for 
Qatar and Region

The FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 is poised to deliver a legacy that will set  
the standard for future mega-event hosts
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A 
MAJOR economic bill 
headed to the president has 
“game-changing” incentives 
for the nuclear energy indus-
try, experts say, and those tax 

credits are even more substantial if 
a facility is sited in a community 
where a coal plant is closing.

The transformative bill provides 
the most spending to fight climate 
change by any one nation ever in 
a single push. Among the many 
things it could do nuclear energy 
experts say is spur more projects 
like one Bill Gates is planning in 
Kemmerer, Wyoming. Gates’ com-
pany, TerraPower, plans to build an 
advanced, nontraditional nuclear 
reactor and employ workers from a 
local coal-fired power plant sched-
uled to close soon.

Companies designing and 
building the next generation of nu-
clear reactors could pick one of two 
new tax credits available to carbon-
free electricity generators, such as 
wind and solar. To ensure coal com-
munities have a place in the energy 
transition, both tax credits include 

a 10-percentage point bonus for fa-
cilities sited where residents have 
relied on fossil fuel plants or min-
ing— a “sizeable incentive” to locate 
them there, according to Matt Cro-
zat, senior director for strategy and 
policy development at the Nuclear 
Energy Institute.

That could include towns in 
coal-dependent West Virginia, 
since the state eliminated a ban 
on nuclear power plants this year. 
Or in Maryland, where the state 
announced a partnership in June 
to look at repurposing a fossil fuel 
site for a small nuclear reactor. Or 
in Montana, where lawmakers are 
looking at advanced nuclear reac-
tors as a possible replacement for 
coal boilers.

Staffan Qvist, an expert in ener-
gy systems analysis and decarboni-
zation strategies, has extensively 
researched the feasibility of replac-
ing coal plants with emissions-free 
alternatives in China and Poland. 
He found that coal plants often 
make ideal sites for advanced, high-
temperature nuclear reactors.

“It’s a growing trend,” Qvist 
said, “now it’s being talked about 
everywhere.” Qvist is also founder 
of Qvist Consulting Limited in the 
United Kingdom. “You have a site, 
you have a grid connection. You 
have equipment that can remain in 
use, and you have a workforce that 
could be retrained.” A design by 

NuScale Power is the first to be fully 
certified in the United States and 
the company is planning to begin 
operating a small modular reactor 
in 2029 at the Idaho National Lab-
oratory. The company’s chief finan-
cial officer, Chris Colbert, said for-
mer coal plants are ideal locations 
for advanced nuclear technology, in 

part because transmission lines are 
already in place.

Colbert also said he thinks po-
tential customers will be more in-
terested in the company’s small 
advanced reactors because of the 
incentives in the bill.

There are nearly $375 billion 
in climate incentives in the Infla-
tion Reduction Act. Among them, 
there’s a new tax credit available 
to any carbon-free electricity gen-
erator. That includes new advanced 
nuclear reactors that begin con-
struction in 2025 or later. Existing 
nuclear plants that expand their 
output could get credit for that ad-
ditional electricity production. The 
credit is worth at least $25 per meg-
awatt-hour for the first decade the 
plant operates, according to NEI, 
the industry’s trade association.

Or, owners of a new carbon-free 
electricity generator could take ad-
vantage of an investment tax credit, 
worth 30% of the amount they paid 
to build the facility.

The bill also has $700 million 
to produce the uranium fuel in the 

United States that many advanced 
reactors need. And there’s a tax 
credit for existing nuclear plants 
worth up to $15 per megawatt hour 
from 2024 to 2032. That’s enough 
of a boost that it’s highly likely no 
nuclear plants will close during 
that period for economic reasons, 
Crozat said. There are expanded 
options for how the credit can be 
used, with direct payments for 
certain owners, such as municipal 
utilities.

The incentives are a game 
changer for the nuclear energy in-
dustry, said Jacopo Buongiorno, 
professor of nuclear science and en-
gineering at the Massachusetts In-
stitute of Technology. Buongiorno 
has studied the future of nuclear en-
ergy in a carbon-constrained world.

“This is really substantial,” he 
said as he read the list of tax cred-
its. “This should move the needle 
in terms of making these technolo-
gies economically viable right off 
the bat.” Buongiorno liked that the 
credits are available to many car-
bon-free technologies.

KENYANS went to the polls 
on Tuesday to vote in a 
highly anticipated presiden-

tial election, as well as dozens 
of contests for governors, sena-
tors, and other positions across 
the country. The outcome won’t 
just matter to Kenyans either. 
The fraught East African region 
looks to Kenya as a source of sta-
bility, so its neighbors are eager 
to see peaceful results too.

Kenyan elections have a trou-
bled history, but with democracy 
declining across so much of the 
globe, Kenya this year stands out 
as a possible ray of hope.

Local and international me-
dia have presented voter turn-
out as a bad news story because 
it’s down this year from the last 
election’s impressive 80%. This 
reportedly reflects a disenchant-
ed electorate. But the final tally, 
according to Kenya’s independ-
ent election commission, still 
exceeded 65%. For context, that 
nearly equals the high-water 
mark that U.S. turnout reached 
in 2020. Kenya’s least interested 
electorate is as engaged as Amer-
ica’s most eager. No one in Kenya 
takes democracy for granted.

The process has also been 
peaceful so far. This could 
change as results are announced, 
but the atmosphere doesn’t seem 
as charged as it’s been before.

The country’s recent past 
has been marred by election vio-
lence stoked by political leaders 
in contests traditionally decided 
along ethnic lines. More than 
1,200 people were killed in the 
aftermath of the 2007 elections. 
The last election in 2017 saw far 
less turmoil, but it still included 
the murder of an election official 
days before the vote and dozens 
of people killed in violence in the 
aftermath.

During that election, I was 
living in Naivasha, a town in the 
Rift Valley that saw significant 
violence after the 2007 polls. It 
became eerily quiet before elec-
tion day as many people stayed 
home or fled to other parts of the 
country in expectation of unrest.

While the fear was palpable, 
so was a sense then that people 
were tired of the violence and 
impatient with politicians who 
spurred it on. Kenyans who 
wanted to get on with their lives 
turned out to be less susceptible 
to the bait. Fewer people felt the 
need to flee their homes this year, 
and it seems the politicians now 
know better than to rile things up 
(at least so far).

Another sign that democracy 
is working is the element of sur-
prise. Races up and down the bal-
lot were highly competitive, all 
the way to the presidency. No re-
sults were preordained, and who 
will win the top post remains un-
certain as the independent elec-
tion commission proceeds with 
its tallying process.

One cannot say the same 
of many other countries across 
the continent. Take Uganda or 
Cameroon, where unfree elec-
tions merely cement the power 
of presidents for life, or Mozam-
bique, where a single ruling party 
has dictated leadership since in-
dependence. The voters of Kenya 
will have their say, and, if the 
outcome is accepted (or contest-
ed peacefully in accordance with 
the constitution), the system will 
have worked as intended.

Also notable is that voters 
this year are deciding based on 
issues, not ethnicity. It helps that 
this is the first time in 20 years 
that a member of Kenya’s largest 
ethnic group, the Kikuyu, is not 
on the ballot for the top position. 
But Kenyans are also reacting to 
a skyrocketing cost of living and 
unemployment crisis. They’re 
voting for who they think will 
best address the national econo-
my rather than who is more like-
ly to look out for their tribe. This 
shift could be changing politics in 
a way that makes them less risky 
or prone to violence.

The irony that U.S. elections 
are getting more tribal with in-
creased fear of violence at the 
same time is hard to ignore.

Kenya and its elections are far 
from perfect. Politics are domi-
nated by dynastic political fami-
lies and the ultrawealthy class, 
and the country’s independent 
election commission has a con-
troversial past. This election is 
not yet over either. Results are 
still being tabulated, and plenty 
of time remains for disaffected 
politicians to wreak havoc in the 
days and weeks ahead. Who-
ever prevails, the next president 
will also face tough challenges, 
as Kenyans struggle with high 
prices, destructive drought and 
endemic corruption. Any one of 
these issues could prompt vio-
lence or other instability under 
the right cocktail of conditions.

But if politicians and the 
public can avoid doing anything 
more newsworthy in the elec-
tion’s aftermath, Kenyans have 
reason to be optimistic about the 
country’s democratic progress.

Cautious 
Optimism in 

Kenya

Climate Bill: Could Coal Communities Shift to Nuclear?

Carbon dioxide and other pollutants billows from stacks at the Naughton 
Power Plant on Jan. 12, 2022, in Kemmerer, Wyoming.

06 Sunday, August 14, 2022



DPA
Berlin

German environment min-
ister Steffi Lemke is visiting 
the Oder river on the border 
between Germany and Poland 
as investigations continue into 
a mass fish die-off in the wa-
terway.

She plans to talk to emer-
gency workers in the city of 
Frankfurt an der Oder on Sat-
urday evening, the ministry 
announced. Volunteers in the 
city have recovered tons of 
dead fish from the banks.

Lemke - from the Greens, 
who are the second-largest 
party in Germany’s coalition 
government - has warned of 
an impending environmental 
catastrophe due to the indus-
trial pollution in the river.

according to the ministry, 

she agreed on a close exchange 
of information with her Polish 
counterpart on Friday.

The ministry had com-
plained that the Polish author-
ities had not raised a warning 
about the fish deaths soon 
enough.

German authorities in the 
state of mecklenburg-Vor-
pommern said late on Friday 
that the pollution was likely to 
affect marine life as far as the 
Baltic Sea.

Depending on wind and 
current conditions, the pollu-
tion is expected to reach the 
mouth of the Oder river near 
the port city of Szczecin in 
Poland as early as this even-
ing, the regional environment 
ministry wrote in a statement.

The ministry called on res-
idents to refrain from fishing 
in the river and using its water 

for any purpose.
Scientists have spent days 

trying to determine the cause 
of the mass die-off after the 
Polish water authority said 10 
tons of dead fish were recov-
ered from the river along the 

border.
elevated mercury levels 

were not to blame, the Polish 
government said on Saturday.

Poland’s environment 
minister anna moskwa wrote 
on Twitter that state laborato-

ries had tested seven species of 
fish and ruled out mercury as 
the cause of the fish deaths.

The results of tests for oth-
er pollutants are yet to come.

German officials had said 
earlier this week that mercury 
poisoning may have been a 
reason for the fish deaths.

Polish Prime minister ma-
teusz morawiecki, meanwhile, 
said that the incident was like-
ly triggered by chemical waste 
being dumped into the river.

On Friday, he dismissed 
two top officials - the head of 
the water authority and the 
head of the environmental au-
thority - for allegedly respond-
ing too slowly to the crisis.

meanwhile, the country 
has offered a high reward for 
information leading to the 
capture of those responsible 
for the pollution.

DPA
Kiev

Ukraine is again calling 
on Western states for help to 
prosecute russian war crimes 
committed during the inva-
sion of the country.

kiev needed experts on 
military law and specialists 
in investigating war crimes 
to punish the russian attack-
ers, Ukrainian Defence minis-
ter Oleksii reznikov said in a 

lengthy statement published 
on Facebook on Saturday.

The minister said had sent 
a corresponding request via 
the Foreign ministry to the 
Ukraine Contact Group, which 
includes countries like the US, 
Britain and Germany and co-
ordinates arms deliveries for 
the Ukrainian armed forces.

reznikov also called for 
the establishment of “inter-
national groups that will help 
with the work on specific cas-

es of russian war crimes in 
Ukraine.” The defence minis-
ter stressed in particular the 
fate of Ukrainian prisoners of 
war, saying they were being 
tortured and killed on a large 
scale in russian captivity.

“i have no doubt that after 
Ukraine’s victory in this war 
we will, one way or another, 
catch all those involved in 
these barbaric killings and tor-
tures,” reznikov wrote, asking 
that not only the perpetrators 

themselves but those giving 
orders and those who “justify 
those crimes” be prosecuted.

He also called for interna-
tional experts to be granted 
access to a prison in Olenivka 
near the city of Donetsk where 
dozens of Ukrainian prison-
ers of war (POWs) were killed 
in an attack in late July. “This 
crime, apart from the reaction 
of such institutions as the in-
ternational Criminal Court, the 
international Court of Justice 

and the european Court of Hu-
man rights, requires a decisive 
reaction of the Un,” he said.

“it is the Un that must 
force russia to allow red 
Cross representatives to visit 
Ukrainian POWs in Olenivka.” 
moscow and kiev have each 
blamed the other for the attack 
on the Olenivka prison.

Since russia began its in-
vasion of Ukraine in February, 
a number of serious crimes 
against civilians have been 

made public for which kiev, 
and most of the international 
community, blame moscow.

among the most shocking 
incidents was the discovery 
of hundreds of corpses in the 
kiev suburb of Bucha.

The international Crimi-
nal Court (iCC) in The Hague, 
in an unusually swift move, al-
ready launched nvestigations 
as early as march and sent its 
largest team of experts to date 
to the war zone. 

Clamp down on Russia war crimes: Ukraine’s call to West

DPA
Madrid 

aCCOrDinG to media re-
ports, one person was killed 
by a storm at a music festi-
val on the Spanish mediter-
ranean coast near Valencia. 
Dozens  were injured, with 
three sustaining serious in-
juries, when violent gusts 
of wind tore off parts of the 
stage, the regional rescue 
service said on Twitter on 
Saturday.

according to the region-
al health authority, 32 peo-
ple are being treated in hos-
pitals, three of whom were 
hospitalised. Video footage 
on the internet showed visi-
tors of the medusa Festival 
2022 for electronic dance 
music on the beach of Cul-

lera, south of Valencia, try-
ing to get to safety from the 
sudden storm.

Parts of the huge stage 
set were torn loose and flew 
through the air, but a sand-
storm obstructed the view. 
Police and ambulances were 
at the scene. The festival, 
which had attracted tens of 
thousands of visitors mainly 
from Spain, was called off 
following the storm.

according to Spain’s 
meteorological service, the 
storm was a relatively rare 
phenomenon and difficult 
to predict. air masses de-
scend from high altitudes 
at great speed and heat up 
strongly in the process. 
as soon as the air hits the 
earth’s surface, it spreads 
out in all directions.

One dead, dozens injured 
at music festival in Spain

DPA
Washington

FBi agents removed 11 sets of 
classified documents - includ-
ing some marked top secret 
and meant to only be available 
in special government facili-
ties - from former President 
Donald Trump’s mar-a-Lago 
estate in Florida on monday.

The list of items taken from 
the property, was released 
Friday at the Department of 
Justice’s request along with 
the accompanying warrant. it-
includes one set of documents 
marked as “Various classified/
TS/SCi documents,” which is 
an abbreviation that refers to 
top-secret/sensitive compart-
mented information. it also 
says agents recovered four sets 
of top secret documents, three 
sets of secret documents and 
three sets of confidential docu-
ments. The list, released along 
with the text of the warrant, 
does not include details on the 
subject matter of the docu-
ments.

according to the search 
warrant, the alleged crimes 
under investigation are vio-
lations of the espionage act, 
which outlaws the unauthor-
ised retention of national se-
curity information that could 
harm the United States or aid 
a foreign adversary; a federal 
law that makes it a crime to 
destroy or conceal a document 
in order to obstruct a govern-
ment investigation; and an-
other statute associated with 
unlawful removal of govern-
ment materials. Punishment 
and fines upon conviction are 
assessed depending on the 
number of concealed or de-
stroyed documents.

attorney General merrick 
Garland announced that the 
Department of Justice would 
seek to unseal the warrant 
and itemised receipt of what 
was removed after Trump dis-
closed the search and his law-
yers provided reporters with 
details about what the FBi 
was looking for. reinhart gave 
the Justice Department until 
3 p.m. eastern time to con-
fer with Trump’s lawyers and 
inform the court whether he 
planned to contest unsealing 
the documents. Trump said on 
his Truth Social network late 
Thursday that he supporting 
unsealing the warrant.

FBI removes 
classified 
documents 
from Trump 
property; 
probe on

DPA
Washington

DemOCraT lawmakers in the 
US House on Friday passed a 
sweeping health care, tax and 
climate change bill. The vote 
was 220-207, with all Demo-
crats voting in favour and all 
republicans opposing.

With the midterm elec-
tions quickly approaching, 
congressional Democrats have 
had a series of legislative victo-
ries in recent weeks - expand-
ing naTO, securing health 
care and benefits for veterans 
exposed to toxic burn pits, in-
vesting nearly $53 billion into 
the U.S. semiconductor indus-
try and passing bipartisan gun 
safety legislation.

That momentum has cul-
minated into passage of the 
inflation reduction act, an 
offshoot of the many versions 
of President Joe Biden’s failed 
Build Back Better act.

The ira, which the Sen-
ate advanced Sunday with 
Vice President kamala Harris 
breaking a tie, now heads to 
Biden’s desk for his signature.

With Biden poised to sign 
the bill in the coming days, 
House Democrats say their fo-
cus should now shift to touting 
its benefits to americans.

They readily admit they 
failed to adequately commu-
nicate to the american people 
how previous massive legisla-
tion that passed this Congress 
would improve their lives, in-
cluding last year’s $1 trillion 
infrastructure package.

representative ro khanna 
said Democrats need an “all-
hands-on-deck approach” that 

gets beyond the media and 
the beltway, and directly into 
communities.

Forty-one percent of 
americans are familiar with 
the inflation reduction act, 
according to a reuters/ipsos 
poll released this week.

more than a quarter of 

respondents, however, said 
they’ve never heard of the leg-
islation, while nearly a third 
acknowledged having heard of 
it but not knowing more about 
it.

The bill will allow medi-
care to negotiate some pre-
scription drug prices, cap 

out-of-pocket drug expenses 
for medicare beneficiaries at 
$2,000 per year and cap drug-
makers’ price increases.

On climate, it will reduce 
emissions by about 40% by 
2030, proponents say.

The measure will also im-
pose new taxes on wealthy cor-

porations and their stock buy-
back programs, and provide 
funding to beef up the internal 
revenue Service’s taxpayer 
services and enforcement.

it includes $4 billion to ad-
dress the water crisis along the 
Colorado river.

Speaker nancy Pelosi 

framed the legislation as a 
“kitchen table issue” at a news 
conference hours ahead of the 
vote.

“if you are sitting at your 
kitchen table and wonder how 
you’re going to pay the bills 
- your health care bills, your 
prescription drug bills - this 
bill’s for you,” Pelosi said.

House GOP leadership 
mocked the bill as the “infla-
tion, recession, and irS army 
act” in a message sent to all 
House republicans’ offices.

in a lengthy floor speech, 
House minority Leader kevin 
mcCarthy panned the legisla-
tion as a “misguided, tone-
deaf bill” that will raise taxes 
and hand “out tax credits like 
candy with no accountability.” 
Progressives cheered the leg-
islation while acknowledging 
they would have preferred it 
had gone further to fight cli-
mate change and bolster the 
nation’s social-safety net.

House Democrats applaud after Speaker of the House Nancy Pelosi signed the Inflation Reduction Act during a bill enrollment ceremony after 
the House passed the legislation at the U.S. Capitol on Friday in Washington, DC. (aFP)

Polls 220 votes for and 207 against; all Democrats support, all Republicans oppose legislation

US House passes sweeping 
health care, tax, climate bill

What next
the ira, which the senate 
advanced sunday with vice 
President Kamala harris 
breaking a tie, now heads to 
Biden’s desk for his signature. 
With Biden poised to sign the 
bill in the coming days, house 
democrats say their focus 
should now shift to touting its 
benefits to americans.

DPA
london

FOLLOWinG a controversial 
report accusing kiev’s military 
of endangering civilians with 
its fighting tactics that sparked 
widespread criticism, human 
rights organisation amnesty 
international wants to reap-
praise its study.

external experts will thor-
oughly review the process, 
according to a Saturday state-

ment by the organization seen 
by DPa.

On Thursday, amnesty 
international accused the 
Ukrainian army of putting ci-
vilians in danger by setting up 
military bases in residential 
areas as it fends off russia’s 
war, launched by moscow in 
February.

at the same time, amnesty 
stressed that “such violations 
in no way justify russia’s in-
discriminate attacks, which 

have killed and injured count-
less civilians.” While the report 
was widely covered by russian 
media loyal to kremlin, it was 
slammed by kiev. Ukrainian 
presidential adviser mykhailo 
Podolyak said it was a shame 
that amnesty was participat-
ing in a russian propaganda 
and disinformation campaign 
aimed at stopping Western 
arms supplies.

Ukrainian President Vo-
lodymyr Zelensky accused 

amnesty of victim blaming in 
his Thursday evening video 
address, adding that anyone 
involved in such efforts “can-
not but realize that it helps the 
terrorists.” 

The organization contin-
ued to defend its report but 
said it was regretting the “pain 
and anger” it had caused.

amnesty international’s 
German branch criticized that 
the results had “not been com-
municated with the sensitivity 

and precision” that should be 
expected from the organiza-
tion. 

Details on the process 
of the audit are to be deter-
mined by the amnesty board 
next week, after the various 
national organisations have 
had a chance to give their in-
put - including the Ukrainian 
branch, whose head Oksana 
Pokalchuk resigned in pro-
test after the report was pub-
lished.

Amnesty to review report on Ukrainian military practices

German Minister for the Environment, Nature Conservation, Nuclear 
Safety and Consumer Protection Steffi Lemke (right) with German 
Chancellor Olaf Scholz in Berlin recently. (aFP)

Mass Oder River fish die-off prompts investigation

World 07Sunday, August 14, 2022



AGENCIES 
NEW YORK 

OIL prices settled lower on 
Friday but posted weekly 
gains, as investors weighed 
continued supply disruptions 
amid the Russia-Ukraine cri-
sis against an improved de-
mand outlook, driven by use 
of oil for power generation.

Brent, the global bench-
mark for two-thirds of the 
world’s oil, settled 1.46 per 
cent lower at $98.15 per barrel 
at the close of trading on Fri-
day. West Texas Intermediate 
(WTI), the gauge that tracks 
US crude, slid 2.38 percent at 
$92.09 a barrel.

Brent climbed 3.4 percent 
for the week, following last 
week’s 14 per cent fall, its big-
gest weekly decline since April 
2020 on recession fears and 
its impact on fuel demand. 
WTI rose about 3.5 percent.

 “The IEA [International 
Energy Agency] says that the 
soaring gas prices boosted the 
use of oil-power generation 
and that the ‘substantial’ gas-
to-oil switching is, in return, 
set to boost crude consump-
tion for the rest of the year, 
even as demand growth from 
other parts of the economy 
slows, due to higher price 
pressures, and slowing eco-
nomic activity,” Ipek Ozkard-
eskaya, an analyst at Swiss-
quote Bank, said.

The Paris-based agen-
cy in its monthly report on 
Thursday said global oil de-

mand growth would jump by 
380,000 barrels per day to 2.1 
million bpd this year.

The agency estimates to-
tal world oil demand to reach 
99.7 million bpd in 2022 and 
surpass pre-Covid levels of 
101.8 million bpd next year.

From the technical per-
spective, oil prices have com-
pleted an ABCD pattern, 
which could be a bullish en-
courage a “bullish breakout” 
that could support a rebound 
towards the $100 per barrel 
level in the short to medium 
run”, Ozkardeskaya said.

Oil prices have remained 
volatile this year. Brent 
touched about $140 barrel in 
March following Russia’s inva-
sion of Ukraine and the subse-
quent sanctions by the US and 
the UK on the import of Mos-
cow’s crude.

AGENCIES 
NEW DELHI 

AN Indian government source 
has said that India is likely to 
be the fastest growing econo-
my in the world this year, ac-
cording to news agency PTI.

The PTI source also re-
vealed that the government 
is taking constant measures 
and is monitoring and engag-
ing with the Reserve Bank of 
India (RBI) to bring down in-
flation.

The inflation number has 
remained above RBI’s com-
fort zone for over six months. 
However, the economy has 
continued on its recovery 
path, supported by pent-up 
demand for services and high-
er industrial output.

There is no chance of 
growth slowing and India will 
be the fastest growing econo-
my this year and the next, the 
source added.

On swelling trade deficit, 
the source said the current 
account deficit (CAD) should 
steady going forward.

The government is contin-
uously monitoring borrowing 
cost, the source said.

Regarding cryptocur-
rency, the source said caution 
is necessary and the recent 
WazirX episode has exposed 
many darker sides of crypto 
transactions.

On GST, the source said a 
group of ministers from the 
states is likely to submit to the 
Finance Minister its report on 
taxing casinos.

India likely to be 
fastest growing 
economy, says 
government source

QDB, MoCI start receiving 
applications for ‘Land and 
Industrial Loan’ initiative

QNA
DOHA

QATAR Development Bank 
(QDB) has announced the 
start of receiving applications 
for ‘Land and Industrial Loan’, 
its joint initiative with the 
Ministry of Commerce and In-
dustry (MoCI). 

QDB said in a statement 
on Saturday that the initiative 
contributes to the efforts of 
the continuous improvement 
to facilitate doing business 
and the creation of a stimulat-
ing environment for entrepre-
neurs and owners of small and 
medium-sized enterprises, 
with the aim of the integrated 
development of the national 
entrepreneurship system.

The statement explained 
that the initiative helps entre-
preneurs in the industrial sec-
tor in all its fields to overcome 
the challenges they may face in 
their journey to develop their 
businesses, as a new mecha-
nism has been worked on to 
submit applications through 
one integrated application 
through a single window for 
industrial projects, and to 
complete the bank’s financing 
procedures through the same 
application, saving time and 
effort for everyone.

Assistant Undersecretary 
for Industry Affairs at the 
Ministry of Commerce and 
Industry Mohammed Has-
san Al Malki said, “The series 

of improvements made to the 
“Land and Industrial Loan” 
initiative, which the ministry 
worked on in cooperation with 
Qatar Development Bank, 
comes as a complement to the 
ministry’s efforts to support 
entrepreneurs and contribute 
to facilitating procedures and 
facilitating the delivery of ser-
vices provided to them.”

Pointing in this regard to 
the many initiatives launched 
by the ministry, Malki said, 
“They contributed to sup-
porting the entrepreneur-
ship sector in the country 
and providing a stimulating 
business environment and 
investment opportunities for 

entrepreneurs.”
He noted that the minis-

try has worked to provide an 
attractive legislative environ-
ment by updating laws and 
legislations that support the 
local entrepreneurship sec-
tor and contribute to its ad-
vancement in order to serve 
the goals and directions of the 
State in this regard.

In the same context, Qa-
tar Development Bank Acting 
CEO Abdulrahman bin Hish-
am Al Suwaidi praised the ini-
tiative and what it will provide 
to entrepreneurs, pointing to 
the joint cooperation with the 
MoCI and the qualitative leap 
it will provide to the “Land 

and Industrial Loan” initiative 
at several levels, especially the 
procedural level, and the im-
pact of this on the journey of 
entrepreneurs when applying 
for land and industrial loan, 
and its impact on the efforts to 
develop the national economy 
and diversify its tributaries in 
the coming years.

Qatar Development Bank 
has worked with the Ministry 
of Commerce and industry on 
a series of improvements that 
contribute to facilitating the 
process in technical and pro-
cedural terms, in addition to 
updating the overall mecha-
nism of evaluating applica-
tions and facilitating access to 

the necessary requirements, 
and holding future training 
workshops on how to apply to 
ensure the success of the ap-
plication journey.

The entrepreneur’s jour-
ney begins with submitting the 
application through a single 
platform to be reviewed after 
that to ensure the completion 
of the required documents. 
The next step is followed by 
evaluating all the required 
documents from a full feasi-
bility study, engineering blue-
prints, and audited financial 
statements (for existing facto-
ries only).

Finally, the technical 
team at the MoCI and QDB 
reviews the application and 
the recommendations then 
to be approved, after which 
the entrepreneur is contact-
ed and informed of the status 
of his application, and then 
the ministry will work to al-
locate land for the project for 
approved applications and 
guide the owners towards 
completing the financing 
procedures by QDB.

The ‘Land and Industrial 
Loan’ initiative serves the ef-
forts of the MoCI and QDB to 
facilitate the entrepreneurial 
journey of small and medi-
um-sized enterprises owners, 
which will positively reflect on 
the national business system 
and initiatives to diversify the 
economy and strengthen the 
position of the private sector.

India is expected to be the fastest growing economy this year and 
the next.

SATYENDRA PATHAK 
DOHA 

QATAR Islamic Bank (QIB) remains 
one of the most cost-efficient banks 
in the GCC and continues to generate 
positive JAWs, QNB Financial Services 
(QNBFS) has said in a company report 
released recently.

According to the report, net in-
terest margin (NIM) expansion, cost 
containment and a drop in provisions 
and impairments led to double-digit 
growth in QIB’s earnings for the first 
half of 2022.

After the first half of 2022, the re-
port said, “We maintain our earnings 
CAGR of 11.5 percent (2021-26e). As 
such, we maintain our PT of QR24.176 
per share. Since our last upgrade, QIB 
stock has rallied 36 percent, just 5 per-
cent shy of its 52-week high of QR28 
per share. The stock is up an impressive 
46 percent YTD. Moreover, the stock is 
trading close to its 5-year high. Hence, 
we revise our rating on the name from 
Accumulate to Market Perform.” 

“Our thesis stays unchanged as 
QIB’s fundamentals continue to remain 
robust with strong RoE generation. 
Moreover, the bank is cost-efficient, 
has a strong Tier-1 position and has a 
superior asset quality profile against its 
peers. As such, we believe the stock war-
rants a premium. QIB is still expected 
to generate superior RoE against peers 
in the medium-term,” it said.

Commenting on the first half re-
sults, the report said, “QIB reported 
1H2022 net profit in line with esti-
mates. QIB reported a net profit of 
QR1.81 billion in 1H2022, in-line with 
our estimate of QR1.78 billion. Net 
profit gained by 13.8 percent YoY.”

“Total revenue increased by 5.1 
percent YoY due to weak non-funded 

income as net interest and investment 
income gained by 8.1 percent YoY. 
However, flattish opex YoY led to a 6 
percent growth in net operating in-
come. As such, an 8.5 percent drop in 
provisions and impairments lead to a 
13.8 percent increase in the earnings. 
Fees displayed healthy growth of 5.9 
percent driven by investment banking 
income and should further grow in the 
fourth quarter, driven by the World 
Cup,” it said.

As per the report, QIB boasts one of 
the highest RoEs and RoRWAs among 
its domestic and regional peers. The 
bank’s RoE jumped from 15.2 percent 

in 2016 to 18.2 percent in 2021, de-
spite the large amounts of provisions 
booked during the COVID-19 pandem-
ic era. We expect RoEs of 17.3 percent 
in 2022 and 17.5 percent in 2023. QIB 
also has superior RoRWAs, which are 
well above 2 percent. QIB generated 
RoRWAs of 2.6 percent in 2021 and 
we still expect this metric to increase to 
3.2 percent by 2026. 

“The bank’s C/I ratio dropped from 
30.8 percent in 2015 to 18.1 percent in 
2021. Moreover, QIB generated robust 
JAWs of 10.7 percent on average dur-
ing the 2015-2021 period. We model 
C/I ratios of 17.4 percent/17.6 per-

cent in 2022/2023 and 17.1 percent in 
2024,” the report said.

“Loans growth remained muted 
in the first half of 2022 against 2021. 
We lower our loan growth forecast 
from 7.8 percent to 6.9 percent over 
2021-26e. The decline in loans is due 
to public sector repayments. On the 
other hand, deposits expanded by 5.1 
percent sequentially to QR129.5 bil-
lion,” it said.

“CoR to remain elevated given 
management’s conservative risk man-
agement nature. We increase our esti-
mate of CoR from 97bps to 100bps for 
2022. However, we maintain 80bps 
for 2023e. We expect CoR to normal-
ise at 60bps by 2026e. A decent chunk 
of CoR is coming from Stage 1 loans 
as management is upping its buffers. 
As much as 55 percent of allowance 
for loan losses is attributed to Stage 1 
loans,” it said. 

“Asset quality of QIB remains 
healthy and we still do not expect ma-
jor impairments going forward. NPL 
ratio improved from 2021’s 1.8 percent 
to 1.5 percent in the first half of 2022. 
During the same time, NPL forma-
tion was negative, which is a positive. 
Coverage of stage 3 loans was a strong 
95 percent. We expect the NPL ratio 
to further improve over the coming 
years,” it said.

“Capitalisation of the bank remains 
strong. QIB ended the first half of 2022 
with robust CET1 and Tier-1 ratios at 
14.4 percent and 17.4 percent respec-
tively. We still expect management to 
maintain these levels going forward,” 
it said.

In light of the stock’s impressive 
YTD rally, the report said, “For QIB 
shares to move up further, we need to 
see better-than-expected earnings per-
formance and dividend upside.”

QIB up 46% YTD as fundamentals 
continue to remain robust: QNBFS

Net interest margin expansion, cost containment and a drop in provisions and                             
impairments led to double-digit growth in QIB’s earnings for the first half of 2022.

Brent climbed 3.4 percent for 
the week, following last week’s 
14 percent fall. 

Oil prices settle 
lower but post 
weekly gain as 
demand improves

The headquarters of QDB in Doha. 
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Dukhan Bank 
names August 
draw winners of 
Thara’a savings
Tribune news neTwork

Doha

Dukhan Bank has an-
nounced the names of the 
most recent round of draw 
winners for Thara’a, its 
Shariah compliant savings 
account, at the bank’s head-
quarters, the bank said in a 
statment on Saturday.

as the draw results 
showed, the bank clients 
adel Bazuhair and ali al-
Malki each won a cash prize 
of QR10,000.

also, a cash prize worth 
QR5,000 was awarded to 
Ibrahim al-ansari, Sorna-
moopanar kumar, hafiz 
Jabr, alan Leung, Shan-
mugam Sugumaran, hussain 
al-Jaber, Osama alghanem, 
Jassim Fakhroo, Mushreq 
ayesh, abdul Rahiman Ban-
gara, Muneera al-Fadala, 
aisha al-Mohannadi, hanna 
hirylovich, Mohammed ab-
duzzahar, noof al-Subaey, 
Fahed alzoubi, Lolwa al-
naemi, Carol Bernes, abdul-
lah al-Malki, Yehya Taher, 
Jannette Serrano, Ghada al-
kawari, Mubarak al-naimi, 
Omran al-kawari, Ibrahim 
al kawari, Sabeeka al Man-
nai, hamad al-athbi, najla 
Doud, Jassim almohamadi, 
aldana Fikri, Faisal al-Sid-
diqi, Mohammed al-Moftah, 
Elafraa Mohammed, Munira 
al-Mesned, Shabeena Moi-
deen, Turki al-Turki, Juma-
na hammo, Omer khalid, 
ali almarri, Mezal al-Enazi, 
asia al-Yazeedi, Baskara-
raj Raj, ahmad al-kuwari, 
Dwha al-ajmi, Sahar ka-
roui, khaled alsallal, Fatima 
Shaikhi, Saif al-kuwari, Mo-
hamad Wahoud, El khadher 
Dhahri, Mishal Shanny, Bas-

sel Daoud, ali al-Obaidly, 
Emma katherine, noora 
Gul, humood al-Shamari, 
Jameela Darwish, abdulla 
al-kaabi and Mohamed El-
gamudi. 

The draw was conducted 
under the supervision of a 
representative of the quali-
tative license and market 

control department at the 
Ministry of Commerce and 
Industry.

On a monthly basis, there 
are 59 winners per draw for 
the cash prize of QR5,000 
each, as well as two winners 
per draw for the cash prize 
of QR10,000. additionally, 
quarterly there are two win-
ners per draw for the cash 
prize of QR25,000 each, 
two winners per draw for 
the cash prize of QR50,000 
each, and yearly there is one 
winner of the grand prize of 
QR1 million. 

In total, 501 winners are 
rewarded with cash prizes up 
to QR3.79 million. 

Coupled with cash priz-
es and a reward scheme, 
Thara’a is a product full of 
value-added benefits and 
services. Thara’a offers ac-
count holders access to 
Dukhan Bank’s innovative 
banking channels.

Kalyan Jewellers celebrates 75th year of  
India’s independence with bumper discounts

Tribune news neTwork
Doha

kaLYan Jewellers, one of the 
most trusted and leading jew-
ellery brands, has announced 
bumper discounts to mark 
the 75th year of India’s Inde-
pendence. The exciting offers 
will allow patrons to register 
instant benefits on their jew-
ellery purchases from kalyan 
Jewellers.

as part of the Indian Inde-
pendence Day Offer, the jew-
ellery brand has announced 

up to 75% off on making 
charges for gold jewellery 
purchases (conditions apply), 
while patrons can avail upto 
75% off on diamond jewel-
lery purchases (conditions 
apply) adding further delight 
to the shopping experience. 
These one-of-its-kind offers 
run across kalyan Jewellers’ 
showrooms in the region 
from august 11 to 15.

Talking about the an-
nouncement, Ramesh 
kalyanaraman, Executive Di-
rector, kalyan Jewellers said, 

“at kalyan Jewellers, it gives 
us immense pride and joy as 
India is about to complete 75 
years of Independence on au-
gust 15. as a global jewellery 
brand, that was born in India, 
we wanted to mark the occa-
sion by offering a distinctive 
shopping experience to the 
brand’s patrons in the region. 
Since the company’s incep-
tion, we have been pioneers in 
empowering consumers by in-
troducing revolutionary cus-
tomer-centric programmes. 
We aspire to continue taking 

major strides in that direc-
tion. With the launch of the 
special Independence Day Of-
fer campaign, we aim to take 
another step in that direc-
tion, enabling customers to 
maximize benefits from their 
jewellery purchases on this 
momentous occasion.”

The jewellery retailed at 
kalyan Jewellers go through 
multiple purity tests and pa-
trons also receive the kalyan 
Jewellers 4-Level assurance 
Certificate which guarantees 
purity, free lifetime mainte-
nance of ornaments, detailed 
product information and 
transparent exchange and 
buy-back policies. The certi-
fication is part of the brand’s 
commitment towards offering 
the very best to its loyalists.  

kalyan Jewellers’ show-
rooms stock popular house 
brands such as Tejasvi (Polki 
jewellery), Mudhra (hand-
crafted antique jewellery), 
nimah (Temple jewellery) 
and Glo (dancing diamonds). 
Other sections at the show-
room include Ziah (Solitaire-
like diamond jewellery), 
anokhi (uncut diamonds), 
antara (wedding diamonds), 
hera (daily wear diamonds) 
and Rang (precious stones 
jewellery).

EXCITING OFFERS

British economy shrinks as 
outlook on recession darkens

Agencies 

ThE uk economy shrank be-
tween april and June as ex-
perts forecast a gloomy outlook 
with recession on the horizon.

The economy contracted 
by 0.1% in the second quarter 
of the year, the Office for na-
tional Statistics (OnS) said.

This was partly due to 
Covid schemes like Test and 
Trace ending, retail sales fall-
ing and the Queen’s Platinum 
Jubilee bank holiday in June, 
it said.

The Bank of England has 
forecast the uk will fall into 
recession towards the end of 
the year as energy costs soar.

Despite shrinking between 
april and June, the uk econo-
my avoided recession because 
gross domestic product (GDP) 
grew by 0.8% in the first three 
months of this year.

a recession is defined as 
the economy getting smaller 
for two consecutive three-
month periods.

up until now most econo-
mists - and the Bank of Eng-
land - did not expect a reces-
sion to begin until the final 
three months of 2022.

Many expected a small 
rebound in economic growth 
between July and September. 
But the latest figures from the 
OnS have prompted some ex-
perts to warn that recession 
could come sooner than they 
had initially thought.

The national Institute 
of Economic and Social Re-
search said it expected the uk 
economy to continue falling 
over the next three quarters.

Capital Economics said 
there was now a greater risk 
that the economy will shrink 
by 0.2% between July and 
September before worsening.

But investment bank 
Goldman Sachs still predicted 
growth of 0.4% in the third 

quarter of 2022. a spokesper-
son said: “We had previously 
assumed a sharp bounce back 
in July but now expect a more 
muted rebound.” hSBC’s 
forecast was more positive, it 
said: “If the uk is going into 
recession, then we don’t think 
this is the start of it.” “We still 
expect a bounce back in July 
- the reversal of the bank holi-
day effect - to set the uk up 
for a positive Q3, as does the 
Bank of England,” it added.

The uk is facing the worst 
rate of price rises - or inflation 
- in 40 years as energy costs 
continue to soar.

Commenting on the 0.1% 
contraction between april and 
June, the OnS said that the 
biggest contributor was from 

“human health and social 
work activities” as Covid test 
and trace and vaccination pro-
grammes were wound down. 
There was also a fall in retail 
sales volumes.

however, it said areas 
such as tourism, bars and en-
tertainment showed strong 
growth.

“health was the biggest 
reason the economy contract-
ed as both the test and trace 
and vaccine programmes were 
wound down, while many re-
tailers also had a tough quar-
ter,” said Darren Morgan, di-
rector of economic statistics at 
the OnS.

“These were partially off-
set by growth in hotels, bars, 
hairdressers and outdoor 

events across the quarter, 
partly as a result of people 
celebrating the Platinum Ju-
bilee.” This included rises in 
mobile food stands and takea-
way food shops.

The OnS said that in June 
alone the economy shrank by 
0.6% in June due to the extra 
bank holiday to celebrate the 
Queen’s Platinum Jubilee.

however, that figure was 
much better than the 1.3% fall 
predicted by economists. The 
OnS said that while the bank 
holiday impacted on monthly 
GDP, it had “little impact” on 
the quarterly figure.

The Chancellor, nadhim 
Zahawi, told the BBC that 
these are “challenging times”.

“What the numbers show 

today is that the contraction is 
partly because of some of the 
Covid activities reducing but 
also real resilience in the pri-
vate sector which actually in 
many ways bodes well... But 
nevertheless these are chal-
lenging times,” he said.

But Labour accused the 
Conservatives of “losing con-
trol of the economy”.

Shadow Chancellor Ra-
chel Reeves said: “With the 
Bank of England forecasting 
a recession lasting the whole 
of next year, the Conservative 
leadership contenders need to 
stop playing to the gallery and 
start coming up with a serious 
plan to get Britain’s economy 
back on track.” a big part of 
the drop in Gross Domestic 
Product in June was because 
of the Platinum Jubilee - 
which meant two fewer work-
ing days of producing goods 
and services, in contrast to 
May, which had one addition-
al working day.

It was always expected 
that that would magnify the 
downswing from May to June 
and economists expected a 
sharper drop in activity.

The 0.1% drop over the 
three months from april to 
June was only half as bad as 
some economists thought.

nevertheless, given 
the backdrop of the global 
squeeze on incomes due to 
soaring energy prices, no-one 
can say this drop in activity 
is just a blip. The squeeze on 
the hard-pressed consumer is 
tightening its grip, with activ-
ity in consumer-facing servic-
es down by 4.9% compared to 
before the pandemic.

and with France, Italy and 
Canada seeing growth, no-one 
can say this is a stellar eco-
nomic performance.  all in all, 
it’s not yet the recession the 
Bank of England has forecast: 
more a precursor.

Upto 75% off on making 
charges for gold  
jewellery purchases, 
allowing customers to 
register instant gains

Announces upto 75% off 
on diamond jewellery 
purchases

Britain’s Prime Minister Boris Johnson (third left) visits the division manufacturing the wings for the A350 
during a tour of the Broughton Airbus plant, in Chester, north of Wales, on Friday. (aFP)

Coupled with cash prizes 
and a reward scheme, 
Thara’a is a product full 
of value-added benefits 
and services. Thara’a 
offers account holders 
access to Dukhan Bank’s 
innovative banking  
channels
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Singapore’S economy is 
booming and there are some 
indicators that suggest it may 
be even overheating. after 
having lifted most of the pan-
demic related restrictions, the 
first half of the year has been 
strong as the reopening boost-
ed the domestic recovery and 
led to a rebound in household 
spending. 

This strength has pushed 
inflation to a 10 year high of 
5.6 percent in May, unemploy-
ment down to 2.2 percent in 
Q1, and property prices up by 
10 percent year-on-year (y-o-
y). 

This week, we take stock of 
Singapore’s economic outlook, 
focusing on gDp and inflation, 
before considering the impli-
cations for monetary policy.

in 2021, Singapore experi-
enced a robust recovery, with 
gDp growing at 7.6 percent, 
the fastest rate in more than a 
decade, following the deep re-
cession triggered by the pan-
demic in 2020. a key driver of 
this was Singapore’s manufac-
turing sector, which benefited 
from the surge of demand for 
electronics and other goods.

 indeed, Singapore’s recov-
ery has been so strong that it 
has taken gDp above the trend 
growth rate, of 3.2  percent 
over the past decade (Chart 1).

However, we can’t simply 
extrapolate this strong growth 
into the future.  growth drivers 
will continue to rotate towards 
services from manufacturing 
as the economy reopens. 

indeed, the manufactur-
ing pMi, at 50.4 in May 2022, 
indicates only modest growth, 
whereas mobility has recov-
ered to around 10 percent 
below pre-pandemic level in 
early June. on the other hand, 
there are global headwinds. 

oil prices are likely to re-
main well above $100 per 
barrel for the rest of the year, 
which combined with other 
price pressures will weigh on 
the outlook for domestic de-
mand. 

Similarly, the deteriorat-
ing external environment has 
weakened the outlook for ex-
ports and the manufacturing 
sector.  

as noted earlier, headline 
consumer price inflation rose 
further to 5.6 percent y-o-

y in May. importantly, core 
consumer price inflation, a 
typically more stable metric, 
which excludes the more vola-
tile prices for food, transporta-

tion and accommodation, rose 
to 3.6 percent during the same 
period (Chart 2). 

indeed, core inflation is 
now nearly double the two 

percent target of the Monetary 
authority of Singapore (MaS). 
Meanwhile, the tightness in 
the labour market is feeding 
through to wages, up by 7.8 
percent y-o-y in Q1.

Those indicators point to 
a possible overheating of the 
economy over the medium-
term. it is therefore important 
to understand the direction 
and guidance of MaS in regu-
lating monetary policy to miti-
gate such risk.

MaS sets its monetary pol-
icy by intervening in currency 
markets to keep the Singapore 
dollar nominal effective ex-
change rate (neer) within a 
set policy band. 

MaS’s policy decisions de-
fine the slope, width and cen-
tre of the policy band, which 
are calibrated to be consistent 
with medium-term price sta-
bility, currently “just below 2 
percent”. 

going forward, we expect 
the MaS to increase the slope 
by a further 0.5ppts to 2 per-
cent, with a move possible 
even before the next policy 
meeting in october (Chart 3). 

This will signal to the pub-
lic that the MaS is willing to 
double down on its tighten-
ing path, adjusting to a more 
restrictive stance quicker if 
necessary. 

Such move is important 
to stabilize inflation expecta-
tions, preventing prices to get 
out of control. 

To conclude. Singapore’s 
economy benefited from the 
surge in external demand for 
manufactured goods before 
domestic demand rebound-
ed strongly as the economy  
reopened. 

This, in turn, led to a surge 
in employment, wages, do-
mestically generated inflation 
and property prices. MaS has 
responded by tightening poli-
cy twice already this year, with 
another round of tightening 
expected in, or before, octo-
ber.  

Together, global head-
winds and policy tightening 
are expected to cause Singa-
pore’s gDp growth to mod-
erate to around 3 percent in 
2022, before easing further to 
2 percent in 2023. 

This would take gDp 
growth back below trend and 
would hence refrain from 
overheating in the medium 
term.

S’pore’s overheating 
economy requires 
further tightening

Geely Tugella, available now at Skyline Automotive showroom on Salwa Road
Tribune news neTwork

doha

Skyline automotive, the of-
ficial distributor of geely in 
Qatar presents Tugella, the 
high-performance SUV by 
geely and a true masterpiece. 

This model boasts out-
standing competitive advan-
tages in its chassis, power-
train, and other areas thanks 
to its world-class CMa archi-
tecture (Compact Modular 
architecture). 

in addition to being 
strong, it can react fast and 
give the driver accurate in-
formation about the state of 
the road. it does fairly well 
in terms of fuel consumption 
too. 

Tugella is the first high-
performance SUV model 
crafted by geely’s CMa archi-
tecture. 

The co-developed archi-
tecture, by geely and Volvo, 
is a fore-runner of the “global 
industrial revolution 4.0” 
and the “new Four Mod-
ernizations”. it has also the 

automotive technology meg-
atrends, which indicates that 
cars are more autonomous, 
linked, shared, and electri-
fied. 

it is the latest r&D 
achievement of more than 
2,000 world-class automotive 
engineers. it has established 
new international standards 
for safety, reliability and 
quality and has a clear edge in 

terms of chassis and power. 
The technology is compatible 
with Toyota’s Tnga architec-
ture. 

Tugella was created using 
the CMa and is born with a 
strong bone. in terms of pow-
er, Tugella is equipped with 
a 2.0TD engine and an aisin 
8aT gearbox. 

This perfect power combi-
nation can supply maximum 

power of 175 kW with a peak 
torque of 350n·m. 

it only takes 6.9 seconds 
to accelerate from 0 km/h to 
100km/h. its powerful per-
formance is compatible with 
vehicles of luxury brands. if 
you’re one of those anxious 
drivers and you see a car in 
the fast lane creeping along 
at an unpleasant speed, all 
you have to do is press the gas 

pedal to unleash Tugella’s ul-
timate power. 

The accelerator’s feed-
back is quick and smooth, 
making it easy to overtake.

Tugella 4-wheel-drive 
model is equipped with Borg-
Warner fifth generation (gen 
V) electro-hydraulic 4-wheel 
drive system, imported from 
Sweden. it can better handle 
a variety of driving situations 
and has a strong ability to bail 
out. 

Before its mass produc-

tion, Tugella was subject to 9 
types of vehicle tests and 57 
kinds of environmental tests 
in different driving conditions 
in gothenburg, Sweden, Tur-
pan, China, and South africa, 
etc. it has a top-tier chassis 
design and offers an excellent 
handling experience. outdoor 
travel is significantly more 
fun due to Tugella’s 5 built-in 
driving modes: sporty, snow, 
off-road, comfortable, and 
economy. 

you can easily travel down 

new trails and discover un-
charted terrain via unpaved, 
muddy roads and sand. if you 
enjoy mountains’ drives, you 
can also switch to off-road 
mode to get over obstacles 
and ascend steep slopes.

Tugella is a tempting 
choice for those who want 
a powerful car but fear the 
surge in cost of fuel consump-
tion as “ultimate power” and 
“low fuel consumption” are 
now compatible within the 
vehicle. its 2.0TD engine and 
advanced inside-cylinder di-
rect injection system, allow 
improved gasoline combus-
tion. 

The light structure of 
BorgWarner gen V electro-
hydraulic 4WD system, to-
gether with its CMa archi-
tecture, selection of body 
materials, and chassis design 
contributes to its lower fuel 
consumption. 

Data show Tugella uses 
0.5–1 liters less fuel per 100 
km than the majority of its 
competitors, saving 60–120 
USD for every 10,000 km.

Tribune news neTwork
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Oil prices fell around 2 percent on 
Friday, on expectations that supply 
disruptions in the US gulf of Mexico 
would be short-term, while recession 
fears clouded the demand outlook. 

Brent crude futures fell $1.45, to settle at 
$98.15 a barrel, while US West 
Texas intermediate (WTi) 
crude fell $2.25, to settle at 
$92.09 a barrel. For the week, 
Brent gained 3.4 percent, while 
WTi rose 3.5 percent.

 on Thursday, top US gulf 
of Mexico oil producer Shell 
said it stopped production at 
three deep-water platforms 
in the region after a pipeline 
leak. The three platforms are designed to 
produce up to 410,000 barrels of oil per day 
combined. The damaged oil pipeline was re-
paired late Friday, with producers moving to 
reactivate some of the halted production. 

last week, the market also absorbed 
contrasting demand views from the organi-
zation of the petroleum exporting Countries 
(opeC) and the international energy agen-
cy (iea). opeC cut its forecast for growth in 
world oil demand in 2022 by 260,000 bar-
rels per day (bpd). it now expects demand to 
rise by 3.1 million bpd this year. 

The iea, meanwhile, raised its demand 
growth forecast to 2.1 million bpd, citing 
gas-to-oil switching in power generation.

 

Asia spot LNG prices rise 

asian spot lng prices climbed to near 
record levels last week as asian buyers 
sought to secure supply ahead of winter, 
narrowing the price spread with europe 
where russian gas flows remain curtailed. 
The average lng price for September de-
livery into northeast asia was estimated at 

$48 per mmBtu, up $3, or 6.7 
percent, from the previous week, 
industry sources said. 

prices continue to be elevat-
ed in asia, with Japan and korea 
propping levels up with recent 
tenders, while there is still some 
apprehension about when China 
will come back. 

Meanwhile, most of the avail-
able lng is heading towards eu-

rope as it is still paying more for lng than 
asian buyers. it is unclear however whether 
this will remain when the summer is over 
and when the heating season starts. Such 
uncertainties will continue to drive lng and 
gas prices in the coming months. 

More gas is being used for power gen-
eration in europe than expected due to dif-
ficulties securing alternative energy sources, 
posing additional challenges for already 
tight gas markets. 

in the US, natural gas futures slid about 
1 percent on Friday on forecasts for cooler 
weather and lower demand next week than 
previously expected. For the week, US gas 
futures gained about 9 percent.

Oil prices fall on 
hopes that US supply 
disruption will ease

Weekly energy Market revieW

a poWerful MaSterpiece

QnB Weekly econoMic report

10 Sunday, August 14, 2022 economy & Business



Economy & Business

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

M
G Qatar launched the exciting “Drive the 
Road of Success” campaign, which marks 
the “back to school” season giving parents 
a unique opportunity to buy one of the best 
MG SUVs.

New buyers can leverage the offer upon visit-
ing the showroom of Auto Class Cars, the author-
ised distributor of MG in Qatar, on Slawa Road. 
The campaign offers attractive deals on the award-
winning MG RX8 and RX5 to make the car-buying 
experience a pocket-friendly affair.

MG’s ‘Drive the Road of Success’ campaign 
allows customers to buy a new MG RX8 or MG 
RX5 that delivers comfort, safety and premium 
features at a starting price of QR62,000 and ben-
efit from a package of added features including 
one-year free car registration and comprehensive 
insurance with the longest warranty period avail-
able in the market of six years warranty / 200,000 
KMs (whichever comes first), with the ability of 
trade-in with one of the two models. Both vehicles 
and the full range of MG models can be purchased 
with the option of in-house financing with spe-
cial rate interest through NBK Financial Services 
(terms and conditions apply).

Commenting on the ‘Drive the Road of Success’, 
Auto Class Cars General Manager Frank Zauner 
said, “With the beginning of the new academic 
year, MG Qatar and Auto Class Cars are pleased to 
launch this special offer on our amazing MG RX8 
and RX5 vehicles to offer our customers an even 
more appealing opportunity to buy their own MG. 
MG enthusiasts can now buy their favourite car at 
a very special price and leverage from a wide range 
of benefits for a comfortable, safe and pleasing ride 
for their children.”

MG RX8
A robust and spacious SUV – with the largest 

wheelbase in its segment - the new seven-seater 
introduces MG Motor to a segment it has previ-
ously never been present in. The MG RX8 is a fully 
equipped 4x4 with six different driving modes. Its 
strong truck chassis frame is capable of handling 
the toughest off-road terrains and is powered by an 
efficient 220HP 2.0-litre turbo engine.

Its spacious modular interior features adjust-
able rear seats and the largest third-row space in 
its segment. An array of premium materials includ-
ing wood grain and soft-touch trim gives the RX8 
a high-class feel. And, modern features such as a 
10-inch touch screen in-car entertainment system, 
ventilated seats and wireless mobile device charg-
ing capabilities make the RX8 the perfect partner 
for an active family.

MG RX5
The MG RX5 appeals to a range of custom-

ers in Qatar, especially younger buyers looking for 
value for money in a stylish, technologically-ad-
vanced package that allows them to stand out from 
the crowd. Equipped with a 1.5T petrol engine or 
2.0L and 7-speed automatic gearbox the MG RX5 
is available as entry-level standard or mid-range 
COM models. The more powerful 2.0T power plant 
is mated to a 6-speed automatic gearbox and is of-
fered for either COM or top-of-the-range LUX trim 
levels, with the latter featuring All-Wheel Drive

The MG RX5 boasts an attractive, futuristic de-
sign that is instantly recognisable, notably at the 
front where the stylish square LED headlamps, im-
posing wing-shaped grille and innovative foglamps 
endow it with real on-the-road presence.

For more information on the “Back to School” 
offers, customers should check the website at www.
mg-qa.com or visit Auto Class Cars showroom on 
Salwa Road

MG is a British-born automotive brand es-
tablished in 1924, known for its historic models, 
awards and achievements throughout the past 96 
years. MG was founded by William Morris and 
Cecil Kimbers and has the oldest car club in the 
automotive industry. Best known for its two-seat 
open sports cars, MG also produced saloons and 
coupes. Since its acquisition of MG, SAIC MOTOR, 
as a Global Top 500 company, has opened a new 
chapter for this British icon. MG will explore new 
avenues in the future.

MG Qatar launches exciting  
‘Drive the Road of Success’ campaign 

to mark back-to-school season

Attractive deals 
New buyers can leverage the offer 
upon visiting the showroom of Auto 
Class Cars, the authorised distribu-
tor of MG in Qatar, on Slawa Road. 
The campaign offers attractive deals 
on the award-winning MG RX8 and 
RX5 to make the car-buying 
experience a pocket-friendly affair.
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OVER 13,600km and 
30 years separate the 
Argentinian city of Ra-
faela and Jor, nestled 
on the north coast of 

Qatar, in Gustavo Alfaro’s life 
story. After calling time on a 
fleeting career in the heart of 
Atletico de Rafaela’s midfield, 
Alfaro took his first steps in 
management in 1992 at his 
hometown club with one thing 
on his mind: to fulfil a series of 
pending dreams. Three dec-
ades on and after having ac-
complished all of his targets, 
the Santa Fe native is set to sa-
vour a moment as he prepares 
to lead Ecuador as coach at 
a FIFA World Cup. With 98 
days to go until he makes his 
debut on football’s biggest 
stage, Alfaro sat down with 
FIFA+ to discuss the build-up 
to his Qatari adventure.

Excerpts: 
When you started out in coach-
ing, over 30 years ago now, 
your dream was to take charge 
of a club in Argentina’s top 
flight. Back then, could you 
ever have imagined you’d go 
on to coach a team at the FIFA 
World Cup?
That was indeed very much a 
distant hope. I began on the 
very bottom rung in Rafaela, a 
city where there’s more passion 
for motor racing than football. 
My first task was to prove that 
I was capable of managing 
my hometown club and then 
working hard to try and do that 
in the top flight. That was my 
ultimate dream. I went on to 
work as a commentator for a 
Colombian TV channel at four 

editions of the World Cup. My 
first tournament was in Ger-
many in 2006. That’s when the 
idea of coaching at a World Cup 
came to mind, but a voice in 
my head was telling me to just 
focus on coaching in Argentina 
and establishing myself in the 
top tier. My head and my heart 
were locked in a battle. That’s 
when I started to search without 
really searching, just like the 
Buddhists: you’re not looking 
for something, but that feeling 
of hope means that you end up 
playing around with an idea in 
your head.

In the first World Cup you 
worked at, in which areas did 
you feel you were lacking in 
terms of actually coaching a 
team in the competition?
I needed to go on and com-
plete my coaching badges and 
establish myself. I didn’t have a 
coach to guide me. Everything 
was an uphill struggle for me. 
Although I was coaching at 
Quilmes Atletico Club at the 
age of 34, I had to do it all on 
my own. I met up with coaches 
and sought the magic formula 
that guarantees success and 
that’s how I shaped myself as 
a coach. I still had to establish 
my working methods and had 
to prepare myself for more 
demanding challenges. Although 
football is the same game wher-
ever you go, the level of respon-
sibility differs from one level to 
the next and the higher up the 
pyramid you go, the greater the 
pressure. 

After over two decades in club 
management, you were given 

the chance to coach Ecuador. 
Did you have to weigh up?
It came in the middle of the 
pandemic and at a very tough 
time. I had left Boca Juniors 
and was seeking a challenge. 
There weren’t many teams in 
South America that could offer 
me that. Coaching Ecuador 
offered me something differ-
ent and involved me becoming 
a national-team coach just 30 
days before our opening World 
Cup qualifier. I believed that 
the challenge involved similar 
demands to those I was under 
at Boca, given the magnitude of 
the World Cup. It was all about 
getting our teeth into the chal-
lenge and making our mark on 
the project without altering the 
essence of Ecuadorian football, 
while at the same time introduc-
ing new elements to try and re-
verse the dynamic that resulted 
in Ecuador failing to qualify for 
the 2018 edition in Russia.

Was it at that stage that you 

decided you needed to oversee 
a generational shift within the 
squad?
The first thing we did was to 
analyse the team’s performanc-
es in the previous qualifier, the 
2019 Copa America in Brazil, 
and the friendlies, as well as 
looking at the youngsters who 
were coming through. We felt 
that the team had reached the 
end of a cycle. Although there 
were a number of talented 
players and some good perfor-
mances at the U-20 World Cup, 
many of those boys weren’t at 
big clubs or competing in major 
leagues. On the one hand, 
there was a certain level of 
uncertainty about assembling 
a new team but, at the same 
time, there was an excitement 
at the prospect of starting from 
scratch. 

Many players didn’t want to 
play for the national team.  
How do you go about persuad-
ing them?

What you’ve mentioned was 
actually the cornerstone of the 
process. When I was appointed 
as Ecuador coach, I had 30 days 
to put a team together for our 
game against Argentina. I start-
ed to contact the players and 
found myself up against some 
who didn’t want to play for the 
national team. They didn’t feel 
part of things. That’s when the 
scale of the problem really hit 
home. No matter how good or 
bad your players are, you’ve got 
a real problem when those guys 
have lost all interest. There was 
no sense of belonging, which 
is the greatest feeling you can 
have as a footballer. That meant 
that we had to adopt a different 
process. It was all about putting 
a squad together, creating a 
group and then making them 
into a team. We needed some-
thing special to bring us togeth-
er, something that was above 
the individual players and that 
was linked to representing the 
flag, crest and national anthem. 
We needed a greater cause to 
fight for. We needed to build a 
dream that was big enough to 
accommodate all 17 million 
Ecuadorians and get them to 
buy into it. When I was unveiled 
as national-team coach, I was 
told: “We’re placing the hopes of 
17 million people in your hands, 
coach.” However, it wasn’t about 
their hopes, I’d been given the 
responsibility not to let a whole 
nation down.

In that first press conference, 
you even spoke about the geo-
graphic and cultural divide in 
Ecuador and said that everyone 
had to get behind the team.
I was asked where I’d be based 
and I replied that I’d be based 
in Ecuador. Because if I’d have 
said the mountains, the plains 
or in Cuenca, it’d have been 
synonymous with a particular 
stance. It was a case of uniting 
the country and not just convinc-
ing the players. We had a bigger 
task on our hands. The first 
time I spoke to the players, I 
showed them the national-team 
shirt and asked them what it 
was. They told me that it was 
the national-team shirt. I then 

asked them where the crest 
was and they told me that it was 
on the front of the shirt, on the 
left side. ‘On the front or back 
of the shirt?’ ‘On the front.’ 
‘On which side?’ ‘On the left.’ 
‘Where’s your heart?’ ‘On the 
left.’ ‘So if the crest is on the 
front of the shirt and on the left 
it means that it’s on the same 
side as your emotions.’ ‘What 
about your name, where is it?’ 
‘On the back of the shirt.’ ‘What 
does that mean? The player 
who pulls this shirt on never 
comes before those emotions. 
If you’re able to understand 
what this shirt means, you’ll 
understand what the national 
team means.’ That was our 
starting point.

In what ways have you, the 
group and the players ma-
tured?
The journey was the key to 
everything. It was all about put-
ting a squad together, creating 
a group and making us into a 
team. We made changes to 
the way we did things, but our 
beliefs and principles remained 
the same. We mustn’t forget 
the journey: the good times, 
the highs, the uncertainty, the 
tension and the lows, because 
everything we experienced along 
the way contributed to the out-
come. We have to try and keep 
the flame burning and our chal-
lenge is to keep the momentum 
going beyond Qatar.

What are your thoughts on 
each of your opponents?
There are similarities between 
three of us. Qatar have some 
young players, but they’re not 
used to performing on the 
world stage and don’t have the 
experience of competing at 
this level, and the same can 
be said of both Ecuador and 
Senegal. Senegal are a very 
powerful and tough side, they’re 
the reigning African champions, 
but they don’t have a strong 
World Cup pedigree either. As 
for the Netherlands, they’ve got 
a very young squad with a lot of 
quality, but they’re a very young 
side. They’ve contested World 
Cup finals in the past, but have 

always fallen at the final hurdle 
and this new generation is aim-
ing to put that right.
Of the four teams, Qatar will 
head into the tournament in the 
best shape because they’ll have 
had more time to work together. 
They’re currently training togeth-
er and playing friendlies. I cer-
tainly don’t expect to see a lack 
of chemistry from Qatar and 
they’ve got an advantage in that 
regard. The Netherlands are a 
different prospect because they 
seek to impose themselves 
through their possession-based 
game. However, I’ve told my 
players that we’ve already come 
up against Argentina and Brazil, 
who are both European-style 
teams with South American tal-
ent, and performed well against 
them. Who’s to say we aren’t 
capable of reproducing that 
level of performance against 
the Dutch? As for Senegal, it’s 
like looking in the mirror for 
us. They’re a powerful, quick, 
strong side who play as a tight 
unit and have attacking players 
who can make all the difference 
and bring something different 
to the table, but playing against 
Senegal is just like facing 
ourselves. 

How’d it be  to be in the dugout 
after having watched the last 
four World Cup opening games 
from the commentary box?
When I saw Ecuador versus Qa-
tar come out of the draw, I said 
to myself, ‘Wow, the whole world 
will be watching that one’ and 
it’s a massive privilege. I told 
the boys that there’s a reason 
why it’s worked out as it has 
and we’re involved in the open-
ing game after so many sacrific-
es and lots of suffering. It’s our 
reward, and that’s how we’ve 
got to treat the game and just 
go out and enjoy the privilege 
of being involved in the opening 
match at the World Cup. Having 
said that, it’ll be like a cup final 
for us because it’ll have a big 
bearing, both for ourselves and 
Qatar, on how the group pans 
out. We’ve got to take that level 
of enjoyment into the game, but 
also approach it with a sense of 
responsibility.

Opening match vs Qatar will be like 
a final for Ecuador: Coach Alfaro

Former footballer Gustavo Alfaro worked as a commentator at last 
four FIFA World Cups before becoming Ecuador’s national coach

Qatar and Ecuador will play the opening match of the FIFA World Cup 2022 at the Al Bayt Stadium on November 20.

 Of the four teams (In Group A - Qatar, Ecuador, 
Senegal, Netherlands), Qatar will head into the 
tournament in the best shape because they’ll have had 
more time to work together. I certainly don’t expect to 
see a lack of chemistry from Qatar and they’ve got an 
advantage in that regard. 

Ecuador coach Gustavo Alfaro

98 Days to go

I will tell my grandchildren bedtime stories about 
when I won the CL, hopefully when I won the 
World Cup, but most of all, I will tell them that their 
grandfather used to play with Messi.  – Angel Di MariaSUNDAY, AUGUST 14, 2022

Ecuador coach Gustavo Alfaro with a player during a match.

FIFA WORLD CUP QATAR 2022: EXCITEMENT BUILDS 

Football aficionados during the “activations” organised by the Supreme Committee for Delivery and Legacy at Mall of Qatar on Saturday as part of the “100 days to go for FIFA World Cup” campaign.
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ISLAMIC SOLIDARITY GAMES: QATAR BEAT IRAN TO STORM INTO HANDBALL FINAL AT KONYA 2021 

Asian champions Qatar defeated Iran 24-23 in a thrilling handball semi-final to book a final meeting with hosts Turkiye at the 5th Islamic Solidarity Games in Konya on Saturday. Qatar won the first half 14-11, Iran, however, made a brilliant comeback  
in the second half and managed to threaten Qatar, but Al Annabi held their edge. The final will be played on Sunday. Meanwhile, Qatar’s men’s volleyball team beat Pakistan 3-2 to secure their second group win at Konya 2021. The Qatar men’s 3x3  
basketball team also won, overcoming Palestine 21-12. The 5th Islamic Games at Konya in Turkey have 56 nations participating with over 5,000 athletes. The Games continue till August 18, 2022. (TNN)

Mbappe desperate  
for Ballon d’Or,  

names Benzema and 
Mane as rivals

STATS PERFORM/DPA
BERLIN 

KYLIAN Mbappe claimed it 
is a “big lie” to say players do 
not care about winning the 
Ballon d’Or as he named 
Karim Benzema and Sadio 
Mane as his main rivals for 
this year’s award.

Mbappe was named on a 
30-man shortlist to be named 
the best player in the world 
on Friday, having scored 39 
goals in all competitions as 
Paris Saint-Germain won the 
Ligue 1 title last season.

No player across the 
top five European leagues 
matched Mbappe’s total of 60 
goal contributions across the 
2021-22 campaign, although 
his France team-mate Ben-
zema is the clear favourite af-
ter helping Real Madrid to the 
Champions League and La-
Liga trophies.  In an interview 
with France Football, Mbap-
pe, who has previously backed 
Benzema to win the award, ac-
knowledged he was desperate 
to be named the world’s best.

“I’ve always wanted to do 
it early, without limiting my 
dreams. I want to win it and 
I don’t mind admitting it,” 
he said.

“I am convinced that lift-

ing the first one is the most 
complicated.

Once you have officially 
entered that select group, it 
will be easier to revalidate it.

“It is a big lie that a foot-
baller is not interested in the 
Ballon d’Or. It is hypocritical 
to say that.  

“We all think about that. 
We talk about a team, and a 
collective, because in some 
way it serves to camouflage 
our ambition, but it is honest 
to admit that we care.  “For 
two years I have been a more 
real candidate for the award.

Before, I was content to 
be in the top 10. Now, on the 
other hand, I am among the 
four or five most regular.

“We don’t talk about the 
Ballon d’Or in January, but 
we make comments when 
the lists appear. Later, as 
the ceremony draws near, 
it’s obviously a topic of con-
versation in the group. We 
make our bets, we debate our 
opinions.” Asked for his own 
top three, the striker said: “I 
think Benzema, Mane and 
me.” Mbappe’s first Ballon 
d’Or nomination came in 
2017, when then-Real Ma-
drid forward Cristiano Ron-
aldo beat Lionel Messi and 
Neymar to the award.

Paris Saint-Germain’s French forward Kylian Mbappe heads the 
ball during a training session at the ‘Camp des Loges’, French L1 
Paris Saint-Germain football club’s training ground in Saint-Ger-
main-en-Laye, west of Paris on Thursday. (AFP)

Brentford sting Man Utd in  
Premier League humiliation

STATS PERFORM/DPA
BERLIN 

MANCHESTER United suf-
fered one of their worst defeats 
in Premier League history as 
Erik ten Hag’s side barely laid 
a glove on Brentford in a 4-0 
defeat on Saturday.

Ten Hag was looking for 
a response to last weekend’s 
2-1 home loss to Brighton and 
Hove Albion and was able 
to hand Cristiano Ronaldo a 
start, but all United got was a 
humiliation.

David de Gea was at fault 
twice as Josh Dasilva and 
Mathias Jensen put Brent-
ford two up inside 18 minutes, 
before Ben Mee and Bryan 
Mbeumo ensured Brentford 
became only the third side to 
put four past United in the 
first half of a Premier League 
game.

While the Bees could not 
inflict further misery on Ten 
Hag and United, it mattered 
little as the damage was al-
ready done.

United gave Thomas 
Frank’s men a helping hand 
for the opener as De Gea inex-
plicably let Dasilva’s 25-yard 
effort squeeze into the bottom-
right corner after Ronaldo had 
been robbed.

The floodgates then 
opened.

Shortly after United es-
caped a similar situation, 
Christian Eriksen was dis-
possessed inside his own box 
following an ill-advised pass 
from De Gea, and Jensen ap-
plied a disguised finish with 18 
minutes played.

The off-balance Mee nod-
ded in at the back post as 
United failed to cope with 
the hosts’ physicality, and 
by the 35th minute it was 
4-0 – Dasilva racing onto a 
clearance to play an exqui-
site pass into the box where 
Mbeumo held off Luke Shaw 
to score.

Ten Hag made three 
changes at the break and that 
at least helped stem the flow of 
goal concessions.

United improved as an 
attacking threat, with Ronal-
do presented with a couple of 
half-chances and Eriksen test-
ing David Raya with a header.

But still Brentford eased to 
a famous victory.

English Premier League  
Saturday Results
Aston Villa 2 Everton 1;  
Brighton & Hove Albion 0 
Newcastle United 0; Arsenal 4 
Leicester City 2; Southampton 
2 Leeds United 2; Manchester 
City 4 Bournemouth 0; Wolver-
hampton 0 Fulham 0;
Manchester United 0 
Brentford 4.

Manchester United fans react to their players after the English Premier League football match between Brentford and Manchester United at 
Gtech Community Stadium in London on Saturday.  Bentford won the game 4-0. (AFP)

Brentford’s players celebrate on the pitch after the English Premier League football match between Brent-
ford and Manchester United at Gtech Community Stadium in London on Saturday. (AFP) 

Gabriel stars on Arsenal home 
debut to beat Leicester

STATS PERFORM/DPA
LONDON

GABRIEL Jesus scored twice 
and set up another two goals 
as Arsenal made it two wins to 
start the Premier League season 
by beating Leicester City 4-2.

Jesus impressed without 
getting on the scoresheet in 
his competitive Gunners debut 
against Crystal Palace, but the 
former Manchester City striker 
delivered the goods on Satur-
day to make up for some ques-
tionable Arsenal defending.

The Brazil international’s 
double put Arsenal into a com-

manding first-half lead, and 
he capped off a brilliant dis-
play with two second-half as-
sists after Arsenal twice gifted 
Leicester some hope.

Granit Xhaka netted Ar-
senal’s third following Wil-
liam Saliba’s own goal, and 
after James Maddison struck 
through Aaron Ramsdale’s 
legs to make it 3-2, Jesus set up 
Gabriel Martinelli to complete 
the scoring. The post came to 
Leicester’s rescue in the 20th 
minute when Xhaka headed 
against the upright, but their 
good fortune ran out when Je-
sus’ deflected effort curled in 

over Danny Ward.
Ir was 2-0 in the 35th min-

ute, Jesus doubling his tally 
by nodding in unmarked from 
a corner. With Jesus hav-
ing twice come close to a 
third, Leicester thought they 
had a lifeline when Jamie 
Vardy went down under pres-
sure from Ramsdale, yet refer-
ee Darren England overturned 
his decision to award a spot-
kick after a VAR check showed 
there was little contact.

Saliba’s blunder - an inad-
vertent header beyond Rams-
dale – gave Leicester a route 
back into the match, but they 

conceded again just 106 seconds 
later. Ward spilled what should 
have been a simple catch, and 
Xhaka was on hand to sweep 
home from Jesus’ lay-off.

Maddison’s crisp shot and 
poor goalkeeping from Rams-
dale dragged Leicester back 
into it with 16 minutes re-
maining, yet Arsenal hit back 
swiftly again - Martinelli drill-
ing in from the edge of the box.

Jesus struck the post with 
the goal gaping as a hat-trick 
chance went begging, but his 
key contribution on his home 
Premier League debut for the 
Gunners sealed all three points.

Arsenal’s Brazilian striker Gabriel Jesus celebrates after scoring their second goal during the English  
Premier League match against Leicester City at the Emirates Stadium in London on Saturday. (AFP)
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 SERIE A

MILAN recovered from conceding just two minutes into their Serie A title defence to beat Udinese 4-2 at San Siro on Saturday. The opening game of the season in the Italian top-
flight for the Rossoneri saw a penalty from Theo Hernandez, two goals from Ante Rebic and another from Brahim Diaz guide them to three points, despite conceding twice to the 
visitors through Rodrigo Becao and Adam Masina. New signings Charles de Ketelaere and Divock Origi were named on the bench for Stefano Pioli’s side, with the former intro-
duced for the final 20 minutes and the latter for the final seven in front of their new fans.  It was a losing start for new Udinese head coach Andrea Sottil, though he will have been 
buoyed by his team’s ability to keep Milan honest in a game that was more open in the first half than Pioli would have liked. It was far from an ideal start for the hosts as Udinese 
took the lead in just the second minute when Becao headed a Gerard Deulofeu corner in at the near post. That advantage did not last long though as a VAR check led to a Milan 
penalty being awarded on 10 minutes after Brandon Soppy was judged to have fouled Davide Calabria, with Hernandez calmly dispatching the spot kick. The champions were in 
front just four minutes later when neat play from Diaz gave Calabria the chance to cross to Rebic, who swept the ball past Marco Silvestri. (STATS Perform/DPA)

Champions Milan recover from early setback to seal opening day win over Udinese

Romanian teenage star David Popovici broke César Cielo’s long-standing world record in winning the men’s 
100-metre freestyle at the European Championships in Rome on Saturday. The 17-year-old Popovici took 
gold in 46.86 seconds, lowering Cielo’s best-mark from the 2009 world championships - which also took 
place in Rome – by 5 hundredths of a second. Popovici was hailed by fans for his swim in the Foro Italico 
after notching the first world record of the championships. Hungarian butterfly specialist Kristof Milak took 
silver in 47.47 seconds with Italy’s Alessandro Miressi earning a home bronze. (DPA/Pic: AFP)

De Bruyne steers Man City to 
easy win over Bournemouth

STATS PERFORM/DPA

KEVIN De Bruyne pulled the 
strings for Manchester City 
in the Premier League on Sat-
urday as he guided the cham-
pions to a 4-0 victory over 
Bournemouth.

The Belgium international 
bagged one goal and assisted 
another as Pep Guardiola’s 
hosts delivered an imperiously 
composed performance at the 
Etihad Stadium in their first 
home match of the season.

Phil Foden matched the 
playmaker’s involvement with 
a double goal contribution of 
his own, while Ilkay Gundogan 
also got in on the act against an 
outclassed Cherries side, who 
helped City out with an own 
goal to complete the scoring.

Scott Parker’s men got 
their first season back in the 
top flight off to a winning start 
against Aston Villa last week-
end, but this represented a sig-
nificant step up.

A relentless start from 
City forced goalkeeper Mark 
Travers into a clutch of close-

range stops, but Gundogan 
broke through when he played 
a superb one-two with Erling 
Haaland to cut into the box 
and fire a low finish home.

De Bruyne doubled the 
home side’s lead just after the 
half-hour mark, taking on the 
Bournemouth defence before 
shaping a fine effort off the 
outside of his boot into the far 
corner.

And two soon became 
three as Foden’s shot evaded 
Travers following some neat 
work down the left from De 
Bruyne.

The half-time whistle 
brought much-needed respite 
for the visitors, but they con-
tinued to struggle to get to 
grips with the might of City, 
who dominated possession 
throughout.

In scorching conditions, 
Guardiola’s men turned in a 
more leisurely display after 
the interval, although a fourth 
goal eventually followed when 
the irrepressible Joao Cancelo 
saw a square ball diverted into 
the net by Jefferson Lerma.

Manchester City’s Belgian midfielder Kevin De Bruyne celebrates after scoring his team second goal during the 
English Premier League match against Bournemouth at the Etihad Stadium in Manchester on Saturday. (AFP)

PSG PREVAIL OVER MONTPELLIER 5-1

Paris Saint-Germain’s (PSG) French forward Kylian Mbappe (R) celebrates with teammates after scoring his team’s fourth goal 
during the French L1 match against Montpellier Herault SC at The Parc des Princes Stadium in Paris on Saturday. (AFP)

Paris Saint-Germain’s Brazilian forward Neymar celebrates after scoring his team’s second goal during the French L1 match 
against Montpellier Herault SC at The Parc des Princes Stadium in Paris on Saturday. (AFP)

Leipzig’s German forward Timo Werner. (AFP)

Werner scores on 
return but Leipzig 
held by Cologne

DPA 
BERLIN 

GERMANY striker Timo Wer-
ner scored on his return to the 
Bundesliga on Saturday but his 
10-man RB Leipzig were held to 
a second draw of the season as 
an own goal allowed Cologne to 
share the points 2-2.

Werner, aided by a goal-
keeper error, opened the scor-
ing 37 minutes into his second 
stint at Leipzig having rejoined 
from Premier League Chelsea 
this week.

Cologne first levelled 
through Florian Dietz and the 
game appeared to have turned 
in their favour when Dominik 
Szoboszlai saw red on the 
stroke of half-time.

But they needed a helping 
hand through Josko Gvardiol 
bundling a corner into his own 
net after Christopher Nkunku 
grabbed what looked like the 
winner after the break.

Werner scored 91 Bun-
desliga goals before mov-
ing to England and his 92nd 
came courtesy of Cologne 
keeper Marvin Schwäbe, who 
fumbled his speculative long-
range effort into the net.

“Very emotional, it was 
something special for me 
to come back here after two 
years,” Werner, who moved for 
an initial 20 million euros (20.4 
million dollars), told Sky.

“We didn’t really know 
what his condition is, although 
he did the full pre-season with 
Chelsea,” said coach Domeni-
co Tedesco. “We had very lit-
tle data about him so a game 
is very helpful to see where he 
is.” Werner played a modest 
67 minutes, not touching the 
ball in the opposing box ac-
cording to Sky stats, but said 

apart from the result he was 
broadly happy with his per-
formance while acknowleding 
“luck” with his goal.

“When you play so long a 
man down 2-2 is acceptable 
but it’s not enough for the tar-
gets we have,” Werner added.

Leipzig’s first lead van-
ished as Dietz turned in an in-
viting cross before Szoboszlai 
was dismissed for aiming an 
elbow at Florian Kainz despite 
minimal contact being made.

Nkunku, who received his 
player of the year award for 
2021/22 prior to kick-off, put 
the 10-men in front in the 56th 
minute but a corner deflected 
in off Gvardiol to earn Cologne 
a deserved point.

Leverkusen lost narrowly 
to Borussia Dortmund last 
week and started poorly as 
Fredrik Jensen put visiting 
Augsburg in front. Charles 
Aranguiz levelled before the 
break and a string of fine saves 
from Rafal Gikiewicz kept 
Augsburg in it during the sec-
ond period.

Andre Hahn then drilled a 
late winner against the run of 
play to give Augsburg a first-
ever Bundesliga victory over 
Leverkusen.

Hertha Berlin and Europa 
League winners Eintracht 
Frankfurt took their first sea-
son points in a 1-1 draw while 
Werder Bremen rescued an 
injury-time 2-2 draw at home 
to VfB Stuttgart.

Hoffenheim overcame an 
early deficit to beat Bochum 
3-2 despite a missed penalty.

Dortmund top the table 
having won 3-1 at Freiburg on 
Friday while champions Bayern 
Munich conclude the weekend 
Sunday at home to Wolfsburg 
after Mainz v Union Berlin.

ROMANIAN TEEN POPOVICI SWIMS  
TO 100M WORLD RECORD 

Willian leaves 
Corinthians after 

death threats
STATS PERFORM/DPA

BERLIN 

WILLIAN has said “I did not 
come to Brazil to get threat-
ened” after leaving Corinthi-
ans just under a year after 
joining his boyhood club.

The midfielder returned 
to his homeland last August 
after his Arsenal contract was 
terminated.

Willian will be on the 
move again after revealing he 
has been subjected to death 
threats from fans and his fam-
ily have also been targeted.

“I did not come to Brazil 
to get threatened,” the former 
Brazil international told the 
Globo Esporte. “Whenever Cor-

inthians lost and if sometimes I 
was not doing well in the game, 
my family received threats, and 
curses on social media.

“My wife, my daughters, 
after a while [they] also start-
ed attacking my father, and 
my sister.” Corinthians said 
in a statement: “Corinthians 
accepted the dismissal of the 
athlete, the anticipation of the 
end of the contract.

“Willian alleged private 
and family problems and the 
desire to leave Brazil. Corin-
thians is sorry, but respects 
the player’s decision.” 

The 34-year-old has been 
linked with another spell in 
London with Premier League 
new boys Fulham.

In this file photo taken on June 28, 2022 Brazil’s Corinthians Willian 
(L) and Argentina’s Boca Juniors Guillermo Fernandez vie for the ball 
during their Copa Libertadores round of sixteen first leg match, at the 
Corinthians Arena in Sao Paulo, Brazil. (AFP)
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MENDOZA PREMIER PADEL P1  SEES RECORD CROWD IN ARGENTINA 

A record number of spectators in Argentina, over 10,000 attended the Premier Padel matches at the Aconcagua Arena stadium, which has a capacity of 11,000 spectators, on Friday.  The Mendoza Premier Padel P1 also saw big upset with the victory 
of Spaniards Jeronimo (Momo) Gonzalez (ES) and Alejandro Ruiz (ES) over the seeded Alejandro Galan (ES) and Juan Lebron (ES) in the quarter-finals. Fernando Belasteguin (ARG) and Arturo Coello (ES) defeated Sanyo Gutiérrez (ARG) and Agustín Tapia 
(ARG) and luck was also on the side of Martin Di Nenno (ARG) and Francisco Navarro (ESP), who eliminated Juan Cruz Belluati (ARG) and Agustin Gomez Silingo (ARG). Pablo Lima (BRA) and Franco Stupaczuk (ARG) are also semi-finalists of the tourna-
ment, after winning their quarter-final match against Argentinians Federico Chingotto (ARG) and Juan Tello (ARG). (TNN)

Phillips, Mitchell shine as New Zealand 
clinch T20I series against West Indies

ANI
KINGSTON (JAMAICA)

TOP knocks from Glenn Phil-
lips and Daryl Mitchell saw 
New Zealand register a 90-
run win against West Indies in 
the second T20I of the three-
match series here at the Sa-
bina Park on Friday.

Glen Phillips smashed 76 
off 41 balls with six sixes and 
four fours guided, while Daryl 
Mitchell played a knock of vi-
tal 48 runs innings. 

Earlier, opted to bat first, 
New Zealand openers gave 
their team a solid platform 
as Martin Guptill and Devon 
Conway smashed West Indies 
bowlers all around the ground.

But the partnership between 
the duo could not stand long as 
Guptill was dismissed by Obed 
McCoy after scoring 20 runs in 
11 deliveries. Blackcaps skipper 
Kane Williamson could not do 
much and departed cheaply.

Later Devon Conway was 
joined by Glenn Phillips who 
smashed Men in Maroon 
bowlers all around the ground 
to keep the momentum going 
in their team’s favour.

After smashing half-centu-
ry, Phillips went on to 76 from 
40 deliveries and led New Zea-
land to 215/5. His blistering 
innings was decorated with six 
sixes and four fours.

Chasing the target of 216, 
West Indies could only man-
age to score 125-9 in reply. 
West Indie’s batter failed to 

stitch up the important much-
needed partnerships against 
New Zealand.

The hosts’ best were stand 
for the seventh wicket of 35 
between Romario Shepherd 

and Rovman Powell. Hayden 
Walsh (10) and Obed McCoy 
(23) put on 38 in an unbroken 
stand for the last wicket. The 
Men in Maroon failed to chase 
down the total and fell short of 

90 runs to hand New Zealand 
the series and match win.

The final T20I of the three-
match ODI series will be 
played at the same venue on 
August 14.

Scores: New Zealand 215/5 
(Glenn Phillips 76, Daryl Mitch-
ell 48; Obed McCoy 3-40) vs 
West Indies 125/9 (Rovman 
Powell 21, Obed McCoy 23*; 
Michael Bracewell 3-15).

Daryl Mitchell and Glenn Phillips of New Zealand knock gloves as the umpire signals a six off Jason Holder of the West Indies during their 2nd 
T20I at Sabina Park in Kingston, Jamaica, on Friday. (AFP)

Indian team has depth to clinch Asia Cup 2022: Ponting
ANI

MELBOURNE

FORMER Australia captain 
Ricky Ponting said on Friday 
that the Indian team has the 
depth to prevail over Pakistan 
in their upcoming high-volt-
age Asia Cup 2022 match and 
also take away the prestigious 
trophy.

India named a 15-member 
squad for the Asia Cup ear-
lier this week. The tournament 
will start from August 27 on-
wards, with India starting its 
campaign with a high-octane 
clash against Pakistan on Au-
gust 28. 

“It is always hard to go past 
India in any tournament, not 
just an Asia Cup, but I think 
every time we talk about the 
T20 World Cup which is com-
ing up, I think that India will 
be right in the thick of it there. 
Their depth is definitely bet-
ter than the other teams and 
I think India will win the Asia 
Cup,” said Ponting on the lat-
est episode of ICC Review.

Pakistan holds an edge 
over India in head-to-head 
meetings overall, but in Asia 

Cup, India has a slight advan-
tage of 7-5 in their 13 matches. 
One produced no result. He 
expects a tight match between 
both sides but feels India have 
the depth to go across the line 
in the match.

“I will stick with India to 
win that clash against Paki-
stan. That is taking nothing 
away from Pakistan because 
they are an incredible cricket 
nation that continues to pre-
sent out-and-out superstar 
players,” he said.

Ponting feels that fans and 
players have been starved of 
this brilliant rivalry between 
two Asian giants.

India and Pakistan have 
not played Test cricket against 
each other since a draw in 
2007 at Bengaluru, in which 
Sourav Ganguly scored a bril-
liant 239.

“To be totally honest it is 
one that we have been starved 
of, have not we ... looking back 
the last 15 or 20 years. As a 
cricket lover like I am and 
a cricket observer, any time 
those sorts of battles come up 
it is almost always nice to sit 
back and watch because eve-

rything just goes up a notch, 
does not it?” he said.

There is still an outside 
chance of both side’s meeting 
for the final of the ICC World 
Test Championship next year 
and Ponting would love it if ri-
valry grows even further with 
some red-ball cricket.

“When I think about rival-

ries, Australia and England 
and Ashes cricket is the pin-
nacle I have always thought 
of for our Test match game. I 
am sure India and Pakistanis 
will say the same about that 
and the actual rivalry would 
be the pinnacle of Test match 
cricket for those two countries 
as well,” he said.

Ponting has seen many of 
India’s T20I stars during his 
stint as an IPL coach and has 
his eyes on their preparation 
for the upcoming T20I World 
Cup, which will take place be-
tween October-November this 
year.

India has emerged victo-
rious in 17 of their 21 T20I 

matches this year despite the 
rotation of players by coach 
Rahul Dravid and selectors.

A noticeable absentee 
from Asia Cup 2022 squad is 
Mohammed Shami, who has 
not been part of India’s T20I 
teams since the last T20 World 
Cup.

Acknowledging that the 
shortest format is Shami’s 
weakest, Ponting opines that 
Shami could do his job if he 
makes it to the squad for T20 
WC.

“He has been a very, very 
good bowler for India for a 
long time now. If you look at 
his strengths, his Test cricket 
is probably where he thrives 
the most. I think there are bet-
ter fast bowlers in Indian T20 
cricket than Shami and they 
have only named three (for 
the Asia Cup). So if there are 
potentially four named in the 
squad he might be the fourth 
man in.

“I would think they will 
probably only have the four 
quicks coming to Australia. 
They will still want to bring a 
lot of spin here even though 
the wickets are probably not 

that conducive,” he added.
Coming to the Asia Cup, 

the 15th edition of the tour-
nament will be played in the 
UAE between six teams (main 
event). Defending champions 
India are also the most suc-
cessful team, having won the 
trophy seven times. While the 
last edition of the tournament 
was held in an ODI format, 
this edition will feature the 
T20 format.

The six teams are divided 
into two groups with India, 
Pakistan and a qualifying team 
in Group A; and Sri Lanka, 
Bangladesh and Afghanistan 
forming Group B. Each team 
plays the other once in the 
group stage with the top two 
teams from each group ad-
vancing to the Super 4 round. 
The top 2 teams from Super 4 
will qualify for the final.
India squad for Asia Cup: 
Rohit Sharma (c), KL Rahul, 
Virat Kohli, Suryakumar Yadav, 
Rishabh Pant, Deepak Hooda, 
Dinesh Karthik, Hardik Pandya, 
Ravindra Jadeja, R Ashwin, 
Yuzvendra Chahal, Ravi Bishnoi, 
Bhuvneshwar Kumar, Arshdeep 
Singh, Avesh Khan.

Asia Cup tournament begins August 27 with India starting its campaign with a high-octane clash against 
Pakistan on August 28. 

Shakib Al Hasan to lead 
Bangladesh in Asia Cup

ICC

BANGLADESH named a 
17-member squad for the Asia 
Cup starting later this month 
while also announcing their 
captain for the tournament 
as well as the T20 World Cup 
later this year.

Shakib Al Hasan returns as 
the captain of the Bangladesh 
T20 side and has been named 
the skipper at least until the 
T20 World Cup later this year. 
His first assignment in his fresh 
stint as captain begins with the 
Asia Cup, starting on 27 August.

Nurul Hasan was named 
the captain for the recent tour 
of Zimbabwe after Mahmud 
Ullah was removed as captain 
due to lack of results. However, 
Shakib Al Hasan – who was al-
ready named the Test skipper 
after Mominul Haque stepped 
down – is set to take the reins of 
the team for the upcoming Asia 
Cup, the tri-series in New Zea-
land that also involves Pakistan 
and the T20 World Cup.

Bangladesh also named the 
squad for the T20 Asia Cup. 
Litton Das was the most nota-
ble omission with injury ruling 
him out of the tournament. But 
the squad will be boosted with 

the return of several key play-
ers including captain Shakib, 
Mushfiqur Rahim, Sabbir Rah-
man, Ebadat Hossain and Mo-
hammad Saifuddin.

Saifuddin returns to the 
Bangladesh squad after an ab-
sence of close to 10 months. 
He last featured for the Tigers 
in the T20 World Cup last year 
where his tournament was cut 
short after being ruled out due 
to a back injury. Out-of-favour 
Rahman too finds a place 
in the squad having last ap-
peared for Bangladesh in the 
shortest format in 2019.

Bangladesh find them-
selves in Group B in the Asia 
Cup pitted against Afghanistan 
and Sri Lanka. Their campaign 
begins on 30 August with the 
game against Afghanistan be-
fore they take on the Islanders 
on 1 September.
Squad: Shakib Al Hasan (c), 
Anamul Haque, Mushfiqur 
Rahim, Afif Hossain, Mosaddek 
Hossain, Mahmud Ullah, Mahedi 
Hasan, Mohammad Saifuddin, 
Hasan Mahmud, Mustafizur 
Rahman, Nasum Ahmed, Sabbir 
Rahman, Mehidy Hasan Miraz, 
Ebadot Hossain, Parvez Hos-
sain Emon, Nurul Hasan Sohan, 
Taskin Ahmed.
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Qatar Rail gets ready for WC Qatar 2022
TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK

DOHA

QATAR Railways company 
(Qatar Rail) is intensifying its 
operational preparations for 
the FIFA World Cup 2022 to 
ensure a seamless travel experi-
ence for the tournament’s fans, 
which is now just 100 days 
away. The Doha Metro will play 
an instrumental role in trans-
porting of fans through stadi-
ums and fan activities zones.

As part of its preparations, 
Qatar Rail held its annual 
meeting last month under the 
theme of ‘Transport Manage-
ment for Mega Events’, which 
highlighted the important 

role of Qatar Rail in making 
the tournament successful in 
terms of transporting fans. 
The Readiness Townhall dis-
cussed Qatar Rail’s readiness 

and preparations considering 
the main challenges, intensify-
ing the collaboration between 
all involved parties, in addi-
tion to bringing about the sub-

ject matter expertise to under-
stand the best practices and 
learn from challenges faced by 
previous mega events hosted 
around the world.

The Doha Metro network 
has designed to meet all the 
needs of transporting fans 
during major sports events. 
Football fans will have a seam-

less travel experience with 
Doha Metro thanks to its di-
rect and indirect connections 
to most of the 2022 World Cup 
stadiums, in addition to be a 

great alternative for getting to 
other key destinations inside 
Qatar through its 37 stations.

Since its launch in May 
2019, Doha Metro has played 
an instrumental role in the 
success of 8 major local, re-
gional and international sports 
events, which provided our 
staff with experience in crowd 
management, operations & 
handling various scenarios 
during major sports events. 

Qatar Rail is looking for-
ward to contributing to pre-
sent an exceptional version of 
the 2022 World Cup, as well 
as helping to raise the name of 
Qatar in the field of organizing 
international sports events.

QRCS launches QR10 million
Gaza assistance campaign
TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK

DOHA

QATAR Red Crescent Society 
(QRCS) has launched a QR10 
million fundraising campaign 
under the title #Devotion-
ToGaza, with the aim of im-
plementing a series of early 
recovery projects for 57,896 
people affected by the recent 
war on Gaza.

Ali bin Hassan Al Ham-
madi, secretary-general of 
QRCS, said: “The tragedy of 
Gaza persists, with recurrent 
wars and 15 years of blockade. 
Once again, Israeli occupa-
tion forces have just attacked 
Gaza, causing the Palestin-
ians there even more pain and 
suffering. Incessant airstrikes 
destroyed people’s homes 
and rendered them and their 
wives and children feeling un-
safe.”

“Listening to their implor-
ing voices, Qatar Red Cres-
cent Society (QRCS) extends 
a humanitarian hand from 
the people of Qatar to relieve 
their wounds and support 
them amid such difficult con-
ditions. A QR10 million emer-
gency humanitarian response 
is launched to secure food, 
health, water and sanitation, 
and shelter aid, with a view to 
removing the impact of war, 
fostering Gaza’s resilience 
and enabling recovery from 
this ordeal,” he added.

According to the humani-
tarian intervention plan, 
many life-saving projects will 
be implemented, as follows:

1. Supporting hospitals 
and health centers with medi-
cines, medical devices and 
consumables to treat 8,571 
patients and injured people.

2. Providing pediatric in-
tensive care units (PICUs) 
with medical beds and equip-
ment for the benefit of 250 ill 
children.

3. Providing medical 

equipment and endoscopes 
for three local hospitals to en-
sure high-quality services for 
8,000 patients and injured 
people.

4. Providing support and 
rehabilitation services, in-
cluding physical aids and 
medical consumables, for 475 
children and older persons 
with disabilities.

5. Digging water wells and 
constructing water supply 

systems to provide drinking 
water for 14,000 people.

6. Distributing one-month 
food parcels of local staples 
to 5,000 affected families, or 
25,000 people.

7. Restoring and rehabili-
tating damaged homes and 
providing solar energy for 150 
poor families, or 750 people.

8. Providing one-time 
cash assistance and training 
for 850 poor beneficiaries to 
secure their livelihoods.

To execute these projects, 
QRCS will be working with 
Palestine Red Crescent Society 
(PRCS). Since the opening of 
its representation office in Gaza 
in 2008, QRCS has carried out 
more than 90 projects in health 
care, rehabilitation of hospitals 
and health centers, training of 
medical professionals and dis-
tribution of emergency relief 
aid, with a total value of more 
than $110 million. 

The operations strength-
ened the health system’s abil-
ity to provide high-quality 
services for the population, 

thus helping to improve hu-
manitarian conditions and 
alleviate the impact of the 15-
year blockade on Gaza.

QRCS had already al-
located $1.1 million (QR4.2 
million) as an immediate 
emergency response to the 
humanitarian crisis, by meet-
ing the basic needs in food, 
water and sanitation, shelter 
and health care, for the ben-
efit of 60,250 civilian benefi-
ciaries worst hit by the war.

For those willing to stand 
by the vulnerable people of 
Gaza, QRCS receives their 
donations to the ‘Devotion to 
Gaza’ campaign via its web-
site (www.qrcs.qa/pal) or the 
SMS webpage (https://qrcs.
qa/ p/); sending the symbol 
 to 92552 (QR250), 92869 
(QR350), 92092 (QR500) 
or 92246 (QR1,000); calling 
the home donation collection 
service (33998898), donors 
service (66666364), or call 
centre (44027777); or mak-
ing a bank transfer to  QRCS 
accounts.

QNL concludes summer activity schedule for children and young adults
TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK

DOHA

THE Qatar National Library 
(QNL) has completed the 
third edition of the ‘Young 
Adults Summer Camp’, 
which included exciting ac-
tivities aimed at empower-
ing young people who want 
to develop their skills and 
creativity.

Between July 23 and Au-
gust 11, 2022, seven sessions 
were held to allow young peo-
ple to pursue their interests. 
Science experiments, robot-
ics, engineering, career coun-
selling, and visual design 
were among the activities 
that piqued the interest of 
those interested in research 
and learning.

The ‘Young Adults Sum-
mer Camp’ kicked off with 
a demonstration of science 
experiments, which proved 
popular with the attendees. 
The session provided an op-
portunity to learn about 
chemistry through interactive 

techniques.
In collaboration with the 

Qatar Career Development 
Center, the sessions also in-
cluded a book club on career 
guidance. Students discussed 
popular books that can help 
them plan their future careers.

There were also sessions 
where visitors learned how 
to use the online graphic de-
sign platform Canva, how to 
build robots, the technological 

aspects of engineering, and 
how to express their creativity 
through arts and crafts.

One of the workshops in-
cluded a discussion of the 
book Be Red Tea, which is 
intended to assist young peo-
ple who want to make positive 
changes in their lives.

Commenting on the oc-
casion of the third edition of 
the Young Adults’ Summer 
Camp, Ahmed Yousef Al-

malki, Head of Young Adults 
said: “The third ‘Young 
Adults’ Summer Camp’ was 
a huge success this summer 
and provided a variety of ed-
ucational activities for young 
people such as arts and crafts, 
design, science exploration 
and robotics, in line with the 
Library’s vision to develop 
the skills and talents of young 
people to exploit the existing 
resources available to them.”

“The Children’s and Young 
Adults’ Library will continue 
to provide innovative events 
that keep pace with the new 
and that deliver the right en-
vironment outside the class-
room for children and young 
people to discover, enhance 
and develop their interests, 
talents and skills,” he added.

The Young Adults’ Sum-
mer Camp is one of many 
activities hosted by the Li-

brary for young people to 
participate in. It is in line 
with the Library’s vision that 
promotes learning and dis-
covery, in which young adults 
can take advantage of the Li-
brary’s resources.

The Library will continue 
to host a variety of fun and en-
gaging events throughout Au-
gust 2022, such as the “Little 
Storytellers Workshop” and 
“Chess Club”, for a fun-filled 

summer break. 
As the Library will host 

several in-person events, 
members of the public are re-
minded to adhere to the latest 
COVID-19 guidelines set by 
the Ministry of Public Health 
to ensure the well-being and 
safety of the community. For a 
complete list of events, please 
visit the Events page on the 
Library’s website (www.qnl.
qa/en/events).

QHA discusses cooperation 
work plans with president of 
Arab Tourism Organization

QNA
DOHA

CHAIRMAN of Qatar Hotels 
Association (QHA) Sheikh Fais-
al bin Qassim Al-Thani headed 
a meeting with President of the 
Arab Tourism Organization Dr 
Bandar bin Fahd Al Fahid and 
his accompanying delegation. 
The two sides discussed oppor-
tunities for joint cooperation in 
the hospitality and hotel sectors.

Sheikh Faisal stressed the 
importance of cooperation with 
the Arab Tourism Organization 
in advancing and supporting 
the hospitality sector, develop-
ing hotel services, and keeping 
pace with global changes in the 
tourism industry. He suggested 
the formation of a joint business 
council between Qatar Hotels 
Association and the Arab Tour-
ism Organization with the aim 
of promoting the tourism in-
vestment in the country, and 
analyze and assess the regional 
and sectorial potentials with the 
objective of sustainable regional 
and economic development.

For his part, Dr Al Fahid 
noted that the Arab Tourism 
Organization aims to estab-
lish an entity that regulates the 
Arab and Islamic tourism sec-
tors within the framework of 
the Arab Ministerial Council for 
Tourism of the League of Arab 
States.

He explained that the Or-
ganization aims to enhance 
and develop tourism in Arab 
countries, attract more tourists, 
encourage tourism amongst 
member states, and to reinvig-
orate scientific research, for the 
purpose of training and increas-
ing the competence of the tour-
ism cadres, as well as increasing 
the participation of the private 
sector in developing the tourism 
sector.

Dr. Al Fahid indicated that 
the organization is working in 
cooperation with the Arab Min-
isterial Council for Tourism to 
overcome the difficulties and 
obstacles facing Arab investors 
in the sector.

Furthermore, the organiza-
tion head presented the most 
prominent agreements that 
push for joint action, such as 
the agreement on foreign tour-
ism investment insurance in 

the member states, which was 
signed with the Islamic Devel-
opment Bank Group (ISDB) 
and its affiliated institutions 
(the International Islamic Trade 
Finance Corporation (ITFC), the 
Islamic Corporation for the De-
velopment of the Private Sector 
(ICD), and the Islamic Corpo-
ration for the Insurance invest-
ment and export credit (ICIEC); 
with the aim of creating a safe 
investment climate, as well as 
providing financing for new 
tourism projects, whilst protect-
ing investments within member 
states at the same time.

Members of QHA discussed 
with Dr Al Fahid the opportu-
nities for joint cooperation be-
tween the two parties, in addi-
tion to finding ways for further 
investment in medical and hos-
pital tourism, and the impor-
tance of tourism sustainability as 
an important economic source.

Doha Metro will play an instrumental role in transporting fans through stadiums and fan activities zones throughout the tournament

Ali bin Hassan Al Hammadi


