
SATYENDRA PATHAK
DOHA

AMENDMENTS to law regulat-
ing tenders and auctions are aimed 
at supporting economic activities 
in the non-oil sectors of the coun-
try, the Ministry of Finance said on 
Tuesday.

Addressing a press conference 
on the occasion of Cabinet Decision 
No.11 of 2022 amending some pro-
visions of the Executive Regulations 
of the Law No. 24 of 2015, an offi-
cial of the Ministry of Finance said 
the amendments include the addi-
tion of regulations that fall under 
three main areas of incorporating 
in-country value, supporting small-
and-medium-sized companies and 
enhancing governance and procure-
ment processes. The most promi-
nent of these amendments is incor-
porating in-country value into the 
overall procurement and purchasing 
processes, particularly the financial 
assessment, the official said.

“In-Country Value is defined as 
the total expenses incurred by the 
contractor, supplier, or service pro-
vider within the country to develop 
national businesses, services or hu-
man resources to stimulate produc-

tivity in the local economy,” he said.
Providing various privileges and 

exemptions to local micro, small- 
and medium-sized companies, the 
official said, the amendments will 
ensure opportunities that allow na-
tional micro, small- and medium-
sized companies to grow, increase 
the number of tenders available to 
them and facilitate their cooperation 
with the public sector.

The amendments will ensure 
that national micro companies are 
exempted from providing primary 

and final insurance, and from pay-
ing for tender documents valued at 
less than QR1 million

The amendments will also en-
sure that micro and small-sized 
companies are exempted from half 
the value of the fee prescribed for 
classification and permitted par-
ticipation in tenders valued at less 
than QR5 million to micro, small or 
medium-sized companies.

The amendments also included 
the development and acceleration of 
procurement in government agen-
cies by introducing a specific time-
frame to organise transactions and 
complete them within 60 working 
days, setting a deadline of 20 work-
ing days from the date of submitting 
the final insurance to sign the con-
tract and a deadline of 90 working 
days to start the execution of the 
contract after signing.

The ministry indicated that re-
stricting the duration of the proce-
dures stipulated in the regulation 
aims to speed up the procedures and 
raise the efficiency of tenders and 
that the companies will not incur 
any losses caused by the length of 
the previous procedures period.

Qatar amends law 
regulating tenders 
and auctions to 
boost non-oil sector
The amendments will provide various privileges and exemptions 
to local micro, small- and medium-sized companies

What’s in store?
● The most prominent of these 
amendments is incorporating 
in-country value into the overall  
procurement and purchasing 
processes, particularly the 
financial assessment.

● The amendments will ensure 
that national micro companies 
are exempted from providing 
primary and final insurance, and 
from paying for tender 
documents valued at less than 
QR1 million

QNA
DOHA

TWO Qatari students suc-
ceeded in manufacturing a 
battery using silver grafted 
titanium carbide MXene na-
nocomposites in lithium-ion 
batteries, within the frame-
work of the National Science 
Promotion Program (NSPP), 
which is one of university 
programmes to encourage 
research among students and 

adolescents in the university 
and secondary schools in the 
country.

The winning project was 
“Silver grafted Ti3C2-MXene 
Nanocomposite as Novel An-
ode Materials for Lithium-
Ion-Battery” by Dr Abdul 
Shakoor, Research Assistant 
Professor at Centre for Ad-
vanced Materials - Qatar Uni-
versity.

The two high school stu-
dents who got the opportuni-

ty to work on the project were 
Saqer Hamad Al Rumaihi and 

Essa Ahmad Al Mohannadi 
from Jassim Bin Hamad sec-

ondary school for boys.
The NSPP aims to pro-

mote research culture and 
increase the research capac-
ity by endorsing tools such 
as “Learning by Doing” and 
“Hands-On experience.” By 
using such tools in the high 
school education system, 
students will be encouraged 
to do research and benefit 
Qatar. Through this process, 
students will get an opportu-
nity to experience research 
under faculty mentors’ su-
pervision from the universi-

ty. Simultaneously, the NSPP 
grant will provide training to 
prepare the students to join 
the university.

Discussing about the top-
ic of the research, Dr Abdul 
Shakoor said, “Our proposal 
was about silver grafted tita-
nium carbide MXene nano-
composites, as a novel anode 
material for lithium-ion bat-
teries.

Two Qatari students develop high-efficiency battery in QU competition

Saqer Hamad Al Rumaihi and Essa Ahmad Al Mohannadi from Jassim Bin Hamad Secondary School for 
Boys are the students behind the winning project.

A retail outlet in Msheireb 
faced action for selling coun-
terfeit products and goods of 
international brands on social 
media platforms, the Ministry of 
Commerce and Industry said on 
Tuesday. The outlet operators 
were held accountable for violat-
ing Article 6 of Law No. 8 of 
2008 on Consumer Protection. 
The violation was caught during 
a joint inspection being carried 
out by MoCI and the Ministry of 
Interior.  (TNN)

Retail outlet in 
Msheireb faces action 
for selling counterfeits 

Foreign minister begins Asia tour 
DEPUTY Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign Affairs HE Sheikh Mo-
hammed bin Abdulrahman Al Thani on Tuesday started an Asia tour that 
includes Singapore, Malaysia, Vietnam and Korea. He will meet with his 
counterparts and several high-ranking officials and businessmen in these 
countries.

In a statement to Qatar News Agency (QNA), the Advisor to the Sheikh 
Mohammed and MoFA Spokesperson Dr Majed bin Mohammed Al Ansari 
said the tour would focus on strengthening bilateral relations with the 
countries of the Asian continent in various vital fields such as investment, 
trade, and energy. Several regional and international issues would be 
addressed, and ways of cooperation would be discussed to enhance joint 
action to solve them, he added.

The foreign minister also headed Qatar’s delegation to the opening of 
the 55th ASEAN meeting in Cambodian capital Phnom Penh, where the 
State of Qatar joined the Treaty of Amity and Cooperation with ASEAN. 
 (QNA)

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

SNAP Inc. has signed a Memoran-
dum of Understanding (MoU) with 
Qatar’s Government Communica-
tions Office (GCO) to open a new of-
fice in Doha, expanding its footprint 
in the MENA region.

This move is part of Snap’s ef-
forts to support and create oppor-
tunities for its highly engaged com-
munity in Qatar, as well as work 
closely with local partners and busi-
nesses, ultimately contributing to 
Qatar’s growing and vibrant digital 
landscape.

The creator’s economy in Qatar 
has witnessed a significant growth 
over the last two years with the dis-
covery of several local creators and 
Arab expats. Snap is building on 
this progress and sees a clear op-
portunity to elevate the voices of 
Qatar’s creator ecosystem, amplify 
their stories and support their con-
tinued innovation.

Hussein Freijeh, General Man-
ager of Snap Inc. in the Middle 
East said, “Snapchat has a highly 
engaged community in Qatar and 
we are delighted to announce our 
expanding presence in MENA with 
the opening of a new office in Doha, 
which reflects our support to Qa-
tar’s growing and vibrant digital 

landscape. This will also allow us 
to better serve our local commu-
nity of Snapchatters, creators and 
businesses, and invest in developer 
partnerships to create even more 
opportunities for digital transfor-
mation in Qatar.”

Sheikh Jassim bin Mansour bin 
Jabor Al Thani, Director of the Gov-
ernment Communications Office, 
said, “We are pleased to welcome 
Snap Inc to Qatar and look for-
ward to seeing the Snap community 

grow. This new office and strategic 
partnership will help them reach 
one of the most vibrant and digi-
tally enabled knowledge economies 
in the region and will allow our citi-
zens to continue to engage with dy-
namic technology for creative and 
commercial uses.”

Snap Inc’s leadership in 
MENA will be overseeing the of-
fice management and is planning 
to hire a team to run the operations  
locally.

Snap plans to open office in 
Qatar, signs MoU with GCO

AMIR RECEIVES ARAB TOURISM NECKLACE OF EXCELLENT CLASS
HIS Highness the Amir 
of the State of Qatar 
Sheikh Tamim bin 
Hamad Al Thani  
received on Tuesday 
the Arab Tourism 
Necklace of Excellent 
Class from the Arab 
Tourism Organization, 
in appreciation of HH 
the Amir’s pioneering 
efforts in promoting 
and developing joint 
Arab action in various 
sectors, especially 
tourism, and the prom-
inent role of  Qatar in 
this sector.

The honour was 
bestowed upon the 
Amir when he met with 
President of the Arab 
Tourism Organization 
Dr Bandar bin Fahd Al 
Fahid and an  accom-
panying delegation 
at the Amiri Diwan 
on Tuesday morning. 
(QNA)

MORE ON PAGE 4  

Prime Minister and Minister of Interior HE Sheikh Khalid bin Khalifa bin Abdulaziz 
Al Thani met with representatives of Snap, prior to the signing of the MoU with 
the Government Communications Office.

MORE ON PAGE 8  
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Amir holds phone call with president of 
Egypt

THE Amir His Highness Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani held 
a telephone conversation with President of Egypt Abdel Fat-
tah El-Sisi on Tuesday. The phone call reviewed the bilateral 
relations between the two brotherly countries and the ways of 
enhancing them, in addition to the latest regional and interna-
tional developments, especially the situation in Gaza. (QNA)

Amir sends greetings to president of 
Singapore
THE Amir His Highness Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani sent 
on Tuesday a cable of congratulations to President of Singa-
pore Halimah Yacob on her country’s National Day. (QNA)

Deputy Amir congratulates president of 
Singapore
THE Deputy Amir His Highness Sheikh Abdullah bin Hamad Al 
Thani on Tuesday sent a cable of congratulations to President 
of Singapore Halimah Yacob on her country’s National Day. 
(QNA)

Prime minister congratulates Singapo-
rean counterpart
PRIME Minister and Minister of Interior HE Sheikh Khalid bin 
Khalifa bin Abdulaziz Al Thani on Tuesday sent a cable of con-
gratulations to Prime Minister of Singapore Lee Hsien Loong 
on his country’s National Day. (QNA)

Qatar participates in Colombian 
president inauguration ceremony 
QATAR participated in the inauguration ceremony of President 
Gustavo Francisco Petro of Colombia on Tuesday. Qatar was 
represented at the inauguration ceremony by Ambassador of 
Qatar (non-resident) to Colombia HE Ahmed bin Mohammed Al 
Dehaimi. (QNA)

President of Transitional Military Council 
of Chad leaves Doha
PRESIDENT of the Transitional Military Council of Chad Lieuten-
ant-Geneneral Mahamat Idriss Deby Itno left Doha on Tuesday 
after a visit to the country. The president and his accompany-
ing delegation were seen off at Doha International Airport 
by Secretary-General of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs HE Dr 
Ahmed bin Hassan Al Hammadi and Ambassador of Chad to 
Qatar HE Dr Ali Susal Ibrahim. (QNA)

Quick read

The Amir His Highness Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani met Chairperson of the African Union Commission (AUC) Moussa Faki Mahamat at the Amiri Diwan office on Tuesday. 
During the meeting, they reviewed relations between Qatar and the African Union in various fields. Mahamat expressed his thanks and appreciation to HH the Amir for Qatar’s 
efforts in hosting the Chadian peace negotiations. He also hailed the success of the negotiations and the signing of the Doha Peace Agreement, stressing that it represents an 
important step towards achieving peace in Chad through the anticipated inclusive national dialogue. (QNA)

AMIR MEETS AFRICAN UNION COMMISSION CHAIRPERSON

FM begins Asian tour of Singapore, Malaysia, 
Vietnam & South Korea: MoFA spokesperson

QNA 
DOHA

DEPUTY Prime Minister and Minister 
of Foreign Affairs HE Sheikh Moham-
med bin Abdulrahman Al Thani on 
Tuesday started an Asian tour that in-
cludes Singapore, Malaysia, Vietnam 
and Korea, where he will meet with 
his counterparts and several high-
ranking officials and businessmen.

In a statement to Qatar News 
Agency (QNA), Advisor to the Deputy 
Prime Minister and Minister of For-

eign Affairs and Spokesperson for the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs (MoFA) Dr 
Majed bin Mohammed Al Ansari said 
the tour would focus on strengthening 
bilateral relations with the countries 
of the Asian continent in various fields 
such as investment, trade and energy. 

He added that several regional 
and international issues would be ad-
dressed, and the ways to boost coop-
eration would be discussed to enhance 
joint action to solve the issues.

The minister of foreign affairs led 
the delegation of Qatar to the open-

ing of the 55th meeting of the Asso-
ciation of Southeast Asian Nations 
(ASEAN) in the Cambodian capital, 
Phnom Penh, where Qatar joined the 
Treaty of Amity and Cooperation with 
ASEAN.

Ansari pointed out that the tour 
and its discussions and agreements 
reflect Asia’s strategic position in Qa-
tar’s foreign policy and the common 
desire to strengthen bilateral rela-
tions, especially since the Asian con-
tinent is Qatar’s first partner in the 
energy market.

QRCS launches $1.1mn humanitarian response to Gaza war
TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK

DOHA

QATAR Red Crescent Society 
(QRCS) has launched an emer-
gency humanitarian response 
to the recent war on Gaza, 
which took a heavy toll, killing 
41 people, including women 
and children, and wounding 
311 people, according to the 
latest Palestinian Ministry of 
Health (MoH) data.

Immediately as the war 
erupted, QRCS activated its 
Disaster Information Manage-
ment Center (DIMC) in Doha 
to keep updated about the 
humanitarian situation and 
needs there. Its representation 
office in Gaza is closely coor-
dinating with humanitarian 
partners, mainly Palestine Red 
Crescent Society (PRCS) and 
the International Federation 
of Red Cross and Red Crescent 
Societies (IFRC).

QRCS allocated $1.1 mil-
lion (around QR 4.2 million) 
for emergency response, by 
meeting the key needs of 
60,250 civilian beneficiaries 
most affected by the war. The 
action plan involves the follow-
ing components:

1. Food parcels for 
30,000 people at a cost of 
QR1,400,894.

2. Urgent support for 
Gaza hospitals to serve up to 
20,000 people, at a cost of 
QR1,530,904.

3. Rehabilitation of dam-
aged water and sewage sys-
tems/facilities for the benefit 
of 10,000 people, at a cost of 
QR570,556.

4. Rehabilitation of dam-
aged household homes, with a 
total of 250 beneficiaries and a 
cost of QR732,236.

QRCS issued an official 
statement strongly denounc-
ing the bombing of residential 

districts and civilian buildings, 
which left behind dozens of 
casualties, destroyed homes, 
and lost livelihoods. This is one 
more episode of crackdown on 
the already suffering blockade.

In light of this blatant ag-
gression against peaceful civil-
ians at their homes, QRCS, a 
humanitarian member of the 
International Red Cross and 
Red Crescent Movement that 
is concerned with protecting 
vulnerable lives and alleviat-
ing human suffering, strongly 
condemns this shameful act, 
which represents a flagrant 
violation of all principles of 
international humanitarian 
law and human rights. It con-
tradicts all international, ethi-
cal, and religious instruments 
and conventions. The common 
Article 3 of the four Geneva 
Conventions of 1949 and their 
Additional Protocols gives 
civilians protection at times 

of war and prohibits attacks 
against the lives and physical 
safety of those not directly en-
gaged in hostilities.

Failure to comply with 
these provisions, QRCS warns, 
will be a grave violation of the 
legal and ethical obligation to 
respect and protect human life. 
It reiterates its absolute de-
nunciation of any hostile acts 
against civilians and/or relief/
medical personnel. At the same 
time, it expresses sincere con-
dolences to the families of vic-
tims and calls upon everyone 
to respect the provisions of 
the four Geneva Conventions 
and international humanitar-
ian law, and to ensure humane 
treatment of civilians in con-
flict zones.

QRCS’ office in Gaza was 
created early in 2008 to pro-
vide relief and development 
assistance for the people of 
Gaza, seeking to alleviate the 

suffering and meet the social 
and humanitarian needs of the 
Palestinian people. This has 
translated into some 80 pro-
jects, worth over $107 million, 
which greatly helped the peo-
ple of Palestine to survive and 
live better. 

To support the Palestinians 
in this plight, one can donate 
via QRCS’ website (www.qrcs.
qa/pal); through SMS to 92552 
(QR 250), 92869 (QR 350), 
92092 (QR 500), or 92246 (QR 
1,000); by calling the home col-
lection service (33998898) or 
the donor service (66666364); 
call centre (44027777), or 
bank transfer via Dukhan 
Bank (IBAN: QA37BR 
W A 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 0 0 0 0 0 
094340), Qatar National 
Bank (IBAN: QA48QN-
B A 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 8 5 0 0 2 
0196061) or QIIB (IBAN: 
Q A 6 6 Q I I B 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
01111126666003).

Kenyans in Qatar cast their ballots in presidential election
IKOLI VICTOR

DOHA

DIASPORA voting among ex-
patriate communities in Qatar 
is becoming more popular and 
Kenyans in Qatar have joined 
the list of countries whose citi-
zens have voted in Qatar. 

About 13.7 percent of the to-
tal number of registered voters 
in the Kenya diaspora lives in 
Qatar, and on Tuesday, a diverse 
group of Kenyans gathered at 
the Embassy of Kenya in Doha 
to vote for the first time in the 

country’s presidential election.
The Independent Electoral 

and Boundaries Commission 
(IEBC) held diaspora voting in 
12 countries, including Burundi, 
Tanzania, Rwanda, Uganda, 
South Africa, the United King-
dom, Canada, the United States 
of America, South Sudan, the 
United Arab Emirates and Ger-
many. 

According to the report, 
there are approximately 10,443 
Kenyans in the Diaspora who 
have registered to vote, with Qa-
tar accounting for 1,437 of them.

David Mwaure of the Agano 
Party, George Wajackoyah of 
the Roots Party, Raila Odinga 
of Azimio la Umoja-One Ken-
ya, and William Ruto of Kenya 
Kwanza have all entered the 
presidential race.

According to some Kenyans 
who voted in the election, vot-
ing at the embassy began at 6am 
Qatar time and was declared 
free and fair.

Mary, a Kenyan lady, said: “I 
am excited to have participated 
in the exercise and I hope the 
best candidate emerges to make 

Kenya better so that some of 
us in the diaspora may return 
home.”

She praised the exercise’s 

organisation and thanked offi-
cials for providing some servic-
es, such as transportation.

“The IEBC team was well 
coordinated and voters did not 
spend a long time standing in 
line,” said another voter, Eric 
Moses. 

The Embassy of Kenya in 
Doha polling station was divid-
ed into three streams, allowing 
voters to spend less than five 
minutes in line.

“The process was fast and ef-
ficient,” tweeted a voter named 
King Edwin. “Qatar has the 

most registered voters in this 
election.”

With an estimated popula-
tion of more than 20,000 in 
Qatar, many Kenyans were un-
able to register and thus missed 
out on the exercise because their 
tight work schedule did not per-
mit them to enrol when regis-
tration opened.  A Doha Metro 
employee who did not want to 
be identified said she was aware 
when registration opened, but 
her work schedule did not give 
her chance to register. However, 
she added that some of her co-

workers had voted in the elec-
tion.

There was provision for an 
air-conditioned tent outside to 
beat the summer heat, and some 
voters praised the officials for 
providing bus and van transpor-
tation to bring them to the em-
bassy and then take them back 
to their destinations.

The counting of ballots be-
gan immediately after voting 
concluded at 5pm local time.

The elections agency has 
seven days (August 16) to de-
clare the winner of the election.

MoCI clamps down on retail outlet
in Msheireb for selling counterfeit
products on social media platforms

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

THE Ministry of Commerce 
and Industry (MoCI), in co-
operation with the Ministry 
of Interior, carried out a joint 
inspection campaign on a re-
tail outlet operating without a 
commercial licence in a house 
in Msheireb in violation of Ar-
ticle No 6 of Law No 8 of 2008 
on Consumer Protection.

The inspection campaign 
resulted in issuing a violation 
against the retail outlet for 
displaying and selling coun-
terfeit products and goods 
bearing international marks 
on social media platforms, as 
well as for practising the com-
mercial activity without ob-
taining the necessary licence. 
The due legal measures were 

taken against the violators.   
These inspection cam-

paigns are part of the min-
istry’s efforts to monitor 
markets and commercial ac-
tivities across Qatar, and con-
trol prices, as well as detect 
abuses and commodities that 
are falsified, counterfeit or 
non-conforming to standard 
specifications.

Violating Law No 8 of 
2008 on Consumer Protec-
tion exposes perpetrators to 
penalties ranging from ad-
ministrative closure to finan-
cial fines between QR3,000 
and QR1 million.

The ministry vowed not 
to tolerate any negligence in 
terms of meeting obligations 
stipulated in law No 8 of 2008 
on Consumer Protection and 
its executive bylaws. 
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TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

MOWASALAT (Karwa) has 
signed a cooperation agreement 
with Qatar Charity (QC) to sup-
port QC’s projects and to benefit 
from its expertise in providing 
qualified volunteers to work in 
Karwa within the company’s 
corporate social responsibility 
framework.

The agreement aims to es-
tablish the strategic partnership 
between the parties to serve 
community and humanitarian 
works, in addition to encourag-
ing voluntary work.

The agreement was signed 
by Karwa COO Ahmad Hassan 
Al Obaidly and CEO’s Assistant 
for Programme and Community 
Development Sector at Qatar 
Charity Faisal Rashid AlFehai-
da. 

The signing of the agree-
ment is the culmination of many 
cooperation initiatives between 
Karwa and Qatar Charity over 
the past years. It marks the be-
ginning of a new phase of in-

creased collaboration.
Commenting on the agree-

ment, Karwa CEO Fahad Saad 

Al-Qahtani said, “This coopera-
tion will be very beneficial for 
a number of joint initiatives to 

serve the community. We highly 
value Qatar Charity expertise in 
selecting the best volunteers to 
form a work team for supporting 
Mowasalat (Karwa) during the 
upcoming mega sports events in 
the country. We will join forces 
to maintain and build on Qatar’s 
welcoming image worldwide.”

Qatar Charity CEO Yousef 
bin Ahmed Al Kuwari expressed 
his delight with the agreement 
signed with Karwa, noting that 
the agreement is an extension 
of the continuous cooperation 
between the two parties. 

He also hoped that this 
agreement will deepen coop-
eration in the future, adding 
that the partnership is in line 
with Qatar Charity’s interests in 
spreading the culture of volun-
tary work and involve members 
of the society in the community 
services in particular and hu-
manitarian work in general. 

Kuwari indicated that the 
agreement is part of Qatar Char-
ity’s efforts to cooperate and 
partner with all entities within 
the country.

Karwa, Qatar Charity ink deal 
to promote community service

Amiri Guard Commander 
Lieutenant-General Hazza bin 
Khalil Al Shahwani met with 
Military Attache at the Em-
bassy of Oman in Qatar Staff 
Colonel (Air) Yousef Rashid 
Saif Al Jahouri in Doha on 
Tuesday. During the meeting, 
they discussed several issues 
of mutual interest and the 
ways to support and enhance 
them. (QNA)

AMIRI GUARD COMMANDER MEETS OMANI MILITARY ATTACHE

Indian expatriate receives Toastmaster 
International Presidential Citation Award

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

SONNY Varghese from Qatar has 
received Toastmaster Internation-
al’s Presidential Citation Award for 
2022. Each year at the Toastmasters 
International Convention, the Inter-
national President announces recip-
ients for a Presidential Citation. This 
citation is presented to members 
who have shown continual support 
and dedication to the organisation. 

Sonny Varghese was one of the 
Toastmasters programme found-
ers in Qatar in 1996. A founder member of Doha 
Toastmasters, he was District Governor in 2006, 
the first Region 11 Advisor in 2010, Brand Ambas-
sador in 2011, Member of the International Lead-

ership Committee, and currently in Region Advi-
sor Council. 

As Toastmasters District 79 Governor, he was 
awarded President’s Distinguished 
District Award, Presidents 20+1 
Award, Presidents Extension Award 
and President’s Excellence in Leader-
ship Award. 

The criteria for the award are 
broadly based on contributions to 
organisational growth by participat-
ing in the growth, contributions to 
organisational excellence by way of 
significant, long-term contributions at 
the district or international levels, and 

how the person notably and publicly exemplified 
Toastmasters International’s core values. Another 
area is the type of significant public contributions 
outside of Toastmasters.

Sidra Medicine set to host Precision 
Medicine symposium from Sept 23

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

SIDRA Medicine will host its 
eighth annual Precision Medi-
cine Functional Genomics 
(PMFG) Symposium from Sep-
tember 23 to 26, 2022. 

The event, which will be 
held at Hamad Bin Khalifa 
University, will be preceded by 
a Biotech Forum on September 
22, 2022.

Dr Khalid Fakhro, chief 
research officer at Sidra Medi-
cine, said: “As part of its Na-
tional Vision 2030, Qatar 
is committed to building a 
knowledge-based economy in 
the biomedical and health sci-
ences. Sidra Medicine is proud 
to play a key role in supporting 
this goal. With the return to a 
physical event for our eighth 
annual PMFG symposium, we 
continue to draw clinical and 
scientific expertise at all levels 
to showcase the latest advanc-
es in Precision Medicine, and 
demonstrate Qatar’s leader-

ship of this field in the region.”
PMFG 2022 will feature 

the following themes: Day 1: 
Worldwide National Programs 
and Clinical Trials of Precision 
Medicine; Day 2 - Technolo-
gies and Clinical Approaches 
Advancing Precision Medicine 
and Pediatric Cancer Immuno-
therapy; Day 3 - Technologies 
and Experimental Approach-
es Advancing Translational 
Genomics; and Day 4 - Large 
Scale Genomes and Precision 
Medicine Initiatives in Qatar 
and the MENA Region.

International speakers at 

PMFG 2022 include Dr Pat-
rick Tan, Precision Health Re-
search Singapore; Dr Matthew 
Porteus, Stanford University, 
USA; Dr Eleftheria Zeggini, 
Helmholtz Munich, Germany; 
and Dr Ali Gharavi, Columbia 
University, USA.

PMFG 2022 Chairs Dr 
Chiara Cugno, director of Ad-
vanced Cell Therapy Core; and 
Dr Luis Saraiva, principal in-
vestigator, said: “PMFG 2022 
will bring together research-
ers, healthcare professionals, 
policymakers and community 
members to explore the latest 
developments and innovations 
in biomedical research and 
how they translate into preci-
sion medicine solutions. Join 
us to discover how Personal-
ised Medicine can move from 
vision to practice and to draft 
with us the roadmap for a per-
sonalized health data ecosys-
tem.”

Registrations for PMFG 
2022 are now open at www.
sidra.org/pmfg

Dr Khalid Fakhro
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NSPP winners share their experience
Tribune news neTwork

Doha

The first place winners at Na-
tional Science Promotion Pro-
gram (NSPP)-2021 expressed 
and shared their experience. 

The winning project was 
‘Silver grafted Ti3C2-MXene 
Nanocomposite as Novel An-
ode Materials for Lithium-
Ion-Battery’ by Dr Abdul 
Shakoor, research assistant 
professor at Centre for Ad-
vanced Materials, Qatar Uni-
versity. 

The two high school stu-
dents who got the opportunity 
to work on the project were 
Saqer hamad e S Al Rumaihi 
and essa Ahmad e A Al Mo-
hannadi from Jassim Bin ham-
ad Secondary School for Boys.

The aim of the ‘National 
Science Promotion Pro-
gramme’ (NSPP) is to promote 
research culture and enhance 
the research capacity by en-
dorsing tools such as ‘Learn-
ing by Doing’ and ‘hands-on 
experience’.

By using such tools in the 
high school education system, 
students are encouraged to 
pursue research and benefit 
Qatar. Through this process, 
students get an opportunity 
to experience research under 
faculty mentors’ supervision 
from the university. 

Simultaneously, the NSPP 
grant will provide training to 
prepare the students to join 
the university.

Discussing the topic of the 
research, Dr Abdul Shakoor 
said, “Our proposal was about 
silver grafted titanium carbide 
MXene nanocomposites, as a 
novel anode material for lith-
ium-ion batteries. In the en-
ergy storage field, the batter-
ies are composed of cathode, 
anode and electrolyte. 

“every compartment of the 

battery is important and that 
is why people are researching 
new anode materials. MXene 
has proven to be a fascinating 
material with its numerous ap-
plications. Thus, we used MX-
ene and silver to make a new 
anode material for lithium-ion 
batteries. The new materials 
worked very well for the bat-
tery performance.”

Speaking about the tech-
nical skills they have gained 
while working on the project, 
Dr Abdul Shakoor said, “This 

programme has provided the 
student with a unique experi-
ence of working in the univer-
sity laboratory in the field of 
nanomaterials, energy storage 
devices, and electrochemistry. 
We started with the basic elec-
trochemistry, which is taught 
at the school level. Then we 
guided them to learn about 
the synthesis of materials and 
characterisation of the devel-
oped materials. 

“The student analysed the 
developed materials through 

XRD, a scanning electron mi-
croscope. They also evaluated 
the performance of the new 
materials. Thus, we aimed at 
providing the students with 
all the required knowledge 
regarding material synthe-
sis, material characterisation, 
nanotechnology and electro-
chemistry.”

Talking about their experi-
ence, the students said, “We 
learnt the working of many so-
phisticated laboratory instru-
ments, using and preparing 

many different chemicals, ma-
terials synthesis techniques, 
sample characterisations us-
ing XRD, scanning electron 
microscopes and etc.”

Sharing their opinion on 
National Science Promotion 
Programme (NSPP), the stu-
dents said, “We think the pro-
gramme is very beneficial to 
high school students. Students 
get a lot of things and learn 
a lot of things about experi-
ence and collaboration with 
many departments. We had 

a wonderful experience with 
supervisors and teachers. The 
programme was really very 
helpful and we think every stu-
dent should endeavour to get 
into this kind of programme.”

Dr Abdul Shakoor said, 
“It is a nice addition to Qa-
tar University’s ongoing re-
search programme. It is a very 
unique and wonderful oppor-
tunity for high school students 
to come to the university and 
interact with experts and re-
searchers. They get a unique 
opportunity to work with 
dedicated researchers who are 
internationally recognized. 
Moreover, they come to inter-
act and learn about the fasci-
nating facility of material syn-
thesis and characterisation at 
Qatar University. So, it is re-
ally a wonderful and exciting 
opening for students. Thus, I 
strongly recommend continu-
ing the programme for the 
benefit of high school students 
and undergraduates.”

Qatar University Nation-
al Science Promotion Pro-
gramme (NSPP) is a national 
bridging programme to build 
the national capacity and is 
focused on the smooth tran-
sition of high school students 
to the university by engag-
ing them in excelling towards 
learning and scientific re-
search.

PISQ bags top five positions
among all Pakistani schools
in Doha in SSC-II examination

Tribune news neTwork
Doha

STUDeNTS of Pakistan Interna-
tional School, Qatar (PISQ) have 
made their mark with top perfor-
mance among all Doha-based Pa-
kistani schools in the Secondary 
School Certificate (SSC) Annual 
examination 2022 of the Fed-
eral Board of Intermediate and 
Secondary education (FBISe), 
Islamabad. 

The students of PISQ se-
cured top five positions in Doha. 
As many as 26 students of PISQ 
crossed the 1,000-marks thresh-
old. The result was announced by 
FBISe on Wednesday, August 3, 
2022.

Maryam Mubeen stood first 
with record highest score of 1,068 
marks out of 1100 marks among 
all Doha-based Pakistani schools 
in the science group. Maheen 
Fatima secured second position 
with 1,062 marks while habib 
Khan came third position in the 
school by securing 1,059 marks in 

the science group.
In the humanities group 

the examination, PISQ students 
Amna Ghulam Rahim stood first 
with 1,007 marks, Zainab Mo-
hammad Ijaz secured second 
position with 1,003 marks and 
Salwa Nooram Khan took third 
position with 1,002 marks in all 
Doha-based Pakistani Schools. 

This year, a total of 113 stu-
dents of PISQ sat for the SSC-II 
examination out of which 110 
passed with 99.09 percent result. 
The school made an impressive 
show of academic excellence by 
scoring 60 ‘A1’, 21 ‘A’ and the rest 
passed with ‘B’ and ‘C’ grades. 

PISQ Principal Nargis Raza 
Otho praised the students and 
teachers for the outstanding re-
sults. 

She said, “Academic success, 
just like in other fields, is actually 
a product of consistent, dedicated 
and honest efforts of a team. It is 
achieved when every stakeholder 
realises and performs his role in 
the best possible way. Our stu-

dents are an asset and the team 
of teachers at PISQ is their custo-
dian whose prime intention and 
practice is to make the asset more 
valuable and useful for tomor-
row.” 

She also congratulated the 
parents and thanked them for 
their trust in PISQ that will al-
ways be there as an alma mater 
they can be proud of.

Ambassador of Pakistan to 
Qatar he Syed Ahsan Raza Shah 
commended the students and 
teachers for producing the mar-
vellous academic result. 

he said PISQ is a manifesta-
tion of academic care and love 
for the students who are in safe 
hands when it comes to the up-
ward academic journey. 

he also applauded the princi-
pal for ensuring the smooth aca-
demic progress despite the chal-
lenges caused by COVID-19 and 
congratulated the parents whose 
trust in PISQ is a source of energy 
for the institution.

Following students crossed 

the 1,000-marks threshold:
Maryam Mubeen (1,068 

marks), Maheen Fatima (1,062 
marks), habib Khan (1,059 
marks), Saleha Khattak (1,056 
marks), Shanza Fatima Naqvi 
(1,055 marks), Muhammad has-
san elahi (1,045 marks), Mu-
hammad Asjad Kamran (1,041 
marks), Muhammad Affan (1,040 
marks), Aesha (1,032 marks), 
Malika hashim (1,032 marks), 
Fatima Khan (1,029 marks), Sai-
ma Khan (1,029 marks), Muham-
mad Musa (1,028 marks), Mus-
kan Bibi (1,028 marks), Abdullah 
Ahsan (1,026 marks), Zuha Im-
ran (1,026 marks), eman Shakil 
(1,021 marks), Muhammad Musa 
(1,020 marks), hajira Ahmad 
Walid (1,013 marks), elsa haider 
(1,012 marks), Maryam Najam 
(1,011 marks), Amna Ghulam 
Rahim (1,007 marks), Muham-
mad Danish Nafees Rana (1,006 
marks), Momina Kaleem (1,004 
marks), Zainab Mohammad Ijaz 
(1,003 marks), Salwa Nooram 
Khan (1,002 marks).

Maimoona Mohammad `

Khola Babar Nisar Hfsa Sajid 

Bushra Qazi 

Maryam Nasser Khan 

Huzaifah Ahmed 

PISQ students shine
with dazzling results
in SSC Part-I Annual
Examinations 2022

Tribune news neTwork
Doha

STUDeNTS of Pakistan International 
School Qatar (PISQ) have made their 
mark with record-breaking perfor-
mance in the Secondary School Certifi-
cate (SSC-I) Annual examination 2022 
of the Federal Board of Intermediate 
and Secondary education (FBISe), Is-
lamabad. Two students of PISQ were 
among the toppers in Doha with 500 
and 498 marks respectively. The result 
was announced by FBISe on August 5, 
2022.

Maimoona Mohammad Luqman 
Khan stood first with the highest score 
of 500 marks while huzaifah Ahmed 
scored 498 marks to secure second posi-
tion in all Doha-based Pakistani schools 
in the Science group. hifsa Sajid got the 
third position in the school by securing 
493 marks in the Science group.

In the humanities group of SSC-I, 
PISQ students Bushra Qazi stood first 
with 462 marks, Maryam secured sec-
ond position with 435 and Khola took 
third position with 431 in all Doha-
based Pakistani schools. 

This year 143 students of PISQ took 
the exam and out of them 132 students 
passed with 38 ‘A1’ and 36 ‘A’ grades. 
The overall pass percentage remained 
92.30 percent.

Nargis Raza Otho, the principal, 
lauded the students for their brilliant 
results in the exams. She said that fo-
cused and sincere efforts never go 
waste, and always return magnified. 
Praising the PISQ teachers, she called 
them an invaluable source of guidance 
and inspiration for the students and the 

backbone of the school. She thanked 
and urged them to keep extending the 
best of their efforts for the students. 
She congratulated the parents and ex-
pressed her thanks for upholding their 
integrity and believing in the school.

Ambassador of Pakistan to Qatar 
he Syed Ahsan Raza Shah congratulat-
ed the students and their parents on the 
remarkable result. “The students in to-
day’s world are supposed to be dynamic 
and proactive. For this, they need to 
embrace knowledge, in their respective 
fields of study, sincerely and then there 
is no stopping to their development and 
growth,” he said.

he praised the principal for being a 
supporting leader in the school for the 
dedicated team of teachers who are the 
true agents of change.

The students in today’s world are 
supposed to be dynamic and 
proactive. For this, they need to 
embrace knowledge, in their 
respective fields of study, sincerely 
and then there is no stopping to their 
development and growt
HE Syed Ahsan Raza Shah

This year 143 students of PISQ took 
the exam and out of them 132 
passed with 38 ‘A1’ and 36 ‘A’ 
grades. The overall pass percentage 
remained 92.30 percent.

Muhammad Danish Nafees
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Muhammad Hasaan Elahi

Maryam Mubeen  

Elsa Haider

Hajira Ahmed

Muhammad Musa Abid

Amna
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Muhammad Musa Asif

Maryam Najam

Habib Khan

Saleha Khattak

Shanza Fatima Naqvi

Saima Khan

Aesha Saeed Ur Rehman

Muhammad Asjad Kamran

Maheen Fatima
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Abdullah Ahsan BashirSalwa
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DPA
Nairobi

Kenyans voted on Tuesday to 
elect a president and a new parlia-
ment, with around 22 million peo-
ple eligible to cast their ballots in a 
closely fought election.

Pre-election polling put opposi-
tion leader and former prime min-
ister Raila Odinga slightly ahead of 
William Ruto, who served as vice 
president to the outgoing Uhuru 
Kenyatta, who has been president 
of the east african country for the 
past 10 years. Odinga is seeking the 
presidency for the fifth time and has 
campaigned on an anti-corruption 
ticket. Ruto has pledged far-reaching 
economic reforms to improve the lot 
of small businesses and farms.

Rising food and fuel prices have 
added to tensions in the large coun-
try, which is home to a wide range of 
ethnic groups. Past elections have of-
ten been characterized by outbreaks 

of violence Kenya is nevertheless 
seen as a relatively stable country on 
the continent, and the two main can-
didates have indicated they intend to 
accept the election result. They have 
also said they plan to continue close 
relations with the United states and 
the european Union.

Under the constitution, results 
must be published within seven 

days. With four candidates running, 
and a close result expected, a run-
off election may well be necessary.

The election in the country of 
some 56 million inhabitants is the 
fifth presidential election since in-
dependence from Britain in 1963. 
Members of the national assembly 
and senate were also been chosen 
on Tuesday.

DPA
islamabad

a suicide bomber killed four Pakistani 
soldiers within hours of the death of a 
top Taliban commander in a bombing, 
putting at risk a fragile ceasefire be-
tween Islamabad and the home-grown 
Islamist militia.

The convoy of soldiers was targeted 
in the region of north Waziristan near 
the afghan border overnight, the mili-
tary said in a statement on Tuesday.

The rare suicide attack in recent 
months occurred hours after a top 
commander of the Pakistani Taliban 
was killed by a roadside bomb in the 
afghan province of Paktika on sunday.

The Pakistani Taliban are operat-
ing from their bases in afghanistan 
since they were driven out from their 
strongholds in the border regions in 
a series of military offensives from 
2014.

They are different from the afghan 
Taliban, though both follow the same 
hard-line interpretation of sunni Is-
lam.  no group has claimed the attack 
so far, but the Taliban have carried out 

suicide bombings targeting the securi-
ty forces in the region previously.

a fragile ceasefire continued to 
hold between Islamabad and the mili-
tants to carry forward peace talks bro-
kered by the Haqqani network of the 
afghan Taliban, a group thought to be 
close to the Pakistani spy agency.

The death of the Taliban com-
mander, which militia sources blamed 
on the Pakistani spy agency, and the 
suicide bombing were signals the 
ceasefire was over, intelligence offi-
cials in Islamabad said. also on Mon-
day, the Pakistani military announced 
it was transferring a commander who 
was spearheading the nascent peace 
talks, in another indication that nego-
tiations were not working.

The Pakistani Taliban have killed 
around 80,000 Pakistanis in nearly 
two decades of violence, according to 
official statistics.

Kenyans vote for new president and 
parliament in a close election

Suicide bomber leaves 4 
Pakistani soldiers dead

DPA
ramallah/Tel aviv 

IsRael killed a leading mem-
ber of the al-aqsa Brigades 
during a military operation in 
the West Bank.

Ibrahim al-nablusi was al-
legedly  responsible for a series 
of attacks on Israeli soldiers in 
the area, the Israeli domestic 
intelligence service shin Bet 
and the military announced on 
Tuesday.

During the attempted ar-
rest, explosive devices and oth-
er weapons were found.

The Palestinian Ministry 
of Health confirmed the death 
of al-nablusi and two other 
people. about 40 people were 
injured by gunshots during the 
operation. nablus area hospi-
tals spoke of 69 people injured.

The al-aqsa Brigades, the 
military arm of Palestinian 
President Mahmoud abbas’ 
Fatah movement, issued a 
statement threatening retalia-
tion.

It is a loose network with-
out a clear hierarchy, however, 
and local groups often act on 
their own.

according to Palestinian 
sources, clashes broke out at 
several Israeli army check-
points in the West Bank after 
the incidents in nablus.

Fatah called for businesses 
to be boycotted in several plac-
es in protest. shops remained 
closed in many places and 
events were cancelled.

a ceasefire between Israel 
and the Palestinian Islamic 
Jihad organisation in the Gaza 
strip had come into effect on 
sunday after three days of 
fighting sunday.

The Israeli military had 
launched the military opera-
tion dubbed “Breaking Dawn” 
with airstrikes targeting Is-
lamic Jihad in the Gaza strip 
on Friday. Two jihadi military 
chiefs were killed during the 
operation.

since Friday, Palestinian 
militants have fired more than 
1,000 rockets at Israeli settle-
ments, according to military 
sources. Two hundred of them 
hit the Gaza strip.

The operation against Is-
lamic Jihad in the Gaza strip 

was a continuation of a cam-
paign in the West Bank that 
has been going on for months.

since a wave of terror in Is-
rael in the spring, the army has 
been carrying out more anti-
terrorist operations there.

In Brussels, the eU Com-
mission said The european 
Union it will send ?261 million 
($267 million) in funding to a 
United nations aid agency for 
Palestinian refugees.

eU funding for the Un 
Relief and Works agency for 
Palestine refugees in the near 
east (UnRWa) worth ?246 
million is to be distributed 
over the next three years, an 
eU commission statement said 
on Tuesday.

The funds are “to secure 
predictable financial resources 
to the agency for the provision 
of essential services to Pales-
tine refugees,” the commission 
statement said.

3 killed in Israeli army 
action in West Bank

Mourners carry the body of Palestinian commander of the Al-Aqsa Martyrs’ Brigade Ibrahim Al-Nabulsi, 
who was killed in an Israeli raid, during his funeral procession in Nablus on Tuesday. (aFP)

Ibrahim Nablusi, Al-Aqsa Brigades leading member among those killed in raid
DPA
TaiPei

TaIWan started scheduled 
live-fire artillery exercises on 
Tuesday amid China’s ongoing 
military manoeuvres around 
the island. The live ammuni-
tion artillery exercise known 
as the Tien lei drill was an-
nounced in late July, before 
the visit of Us House speaker 
nancy Pelosi to Taiwan last 
week drew Beijing’s ire.

The drill was designed to 
simulate Taiwan’s defence 
against an attack by China’s 
People’s liberation army.

It is taking place on Tues-
day and Thursday this week 
and was planned as part of 
Taiwan’s annual Han Kuang 
exercises, but comes amid 
heightened tensions and just 
after China said it would ex-
tend large-scale air and sea 
drills to the north, south-west 
and east of Taiwan that had 

been due to end on sunday.
no new formal end date 

has been announced for Chi-
na’s drills, and China’s defence 
ministry confirmed its combat 
exercises were continuing 
around Taiwan on Tuesday.

Taiwanese television 
meanwhile reported that 
flares were fired in coastal ar-
eas during Taipei’s military 
exercise in Pingtung County in 
the island’s south, near a zone 
previously designated by the 
Chinese army for its own drill.

Taiwan’s foreign ministry 
condemned China’s continu-
ation of military manoeuvres 
and said Beijing’s activities 
show it is determined to link 
the east and south China seas 
through the Taiwan strait and 
make the entire area its inter-
nal waters. “China’s real in-
tention behind these military 
exercises is to alter the status 
quo in the Taiwan strait and 
the entire region,” Taiwan’s 

foreign minister Joseph Wu 
told a news conference on 
Tuesday in Taipei.

Wu said China’s large-
scale military exercises, mis-
sile launches and cyberattacks 
were all part of Beijing’s “mili-
tary playbook to prepare for the 
invasion of Taiwan.” He said 
they were strategies to “weaken 
public morale” on the island. 
Beijing could try to make such 
military action routine after its 
drills conclude, Wu said, echo-
ing some Chinese media com-
mentators who said the mili-
tary exercises could become a 
regular occurance.

Taiwan is a self-govern-
ing democratic island off the 
south-east coast of China, 
which claims it as a province 
and which it has threatened 
to take by force if it makes any 
moves towards formal inde-
pendence. Beijing rejects of-
ficial contact between Taipei 
and other countries.

Taiwan begins live-fire 
artillery exercise amid 
Chinese manoeuvres
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A Palestinian protester adds a tyre to a burning pile during clashes 
with Israeli security forces after a raid in the old town of Nablus, in 
the occupied West Bank, on Tuesday. (aFP)

Taiwan military soldiers fire the 155-inch howitzers during a live fire anti landing drill in the Pingtung 
county, southern Taiwan on Tuesday. (aFP)

Independent Electoral and Boundaries Commission (IEBC) officials break the seal 
of ballot boxes before counting during Kenya’s general elections at a polling sta-
tion in Kisumu on Tuesday. (aFP)

News channel 
goes off the air 
in Pakistan

DPA
islamabad

PaKIsTanI authorities have 
suspended transmission of a 
leading television news chan-
nel after a segment was aired 
about the armed forces that 
was deemed a threat to na-
tional security.

aRy news, which is seen 
as sympathetic towards for-
mer premier Imran Khan, was 
taken off air late Monday by 
the Pakistan electronic Media 
Regulatory authority (PeM-
Ra), the channel’s manage-
ment said.

The channel had aired a 
segment on Monday wherein 
an advisor to Khan alleged the 
ruling party of being behind a 
smear campaign against the 
army. The report also suggest-
ed that army officers should 
not follow “illegal and uncon-
stitutional orders” from their 
higher ups.

The convoy of soldiers was target-
ed in the region of North 
Waziristan near the Afghan bor-
der overnight, the military said
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T
he international and Arab media outlets 
were interested in the Chadian parties who 
signed the Doha Peace Agreement in Doha 
and the participation of political-military 
movements in the Comprehensive National 

Dialogue in Chad under the auspices of the State 
of Qatar, which came as a result of the negotia-
tions hosted by Qatar during the past five months 
with regional and international participation.

The different media coverage focused on the 
importance of Doha talks in ending the decade-
long state of war in Chad, pointing out the Qatari 
mediation role in reaching this agreement.

The National Chad TV quoted the coordina-
tor of civil society coalition for human rights in 
Chad Mahamat Degambi as saying that the entire 
Chadian people are happy with the outcomes of 
Doha talks, which ended with the signing of a 
peace agreement between the Chadian authori-
ties and the political-military movements, espe-
cially since the eyes of the world were focused on 
Doha and the talks.

Degambi added that this agreement repre-
sented a major event for Chad and for the history 
of the entire nation. For the first time, the armed 
movements responded to peace efforts, deciding 
to give up arms, participate in the development of 
the country, and play an important political role, 
given that the Doha talks came to end the state of 
war that the country has lived in for decades.

In an interview for the National Chad TV, di-
rector of the alliance of civil society associations 
for the service of citizens Abdelkader haroun 
praised the Doha Peace Agreement and said that 
all segments of civil society appreciate that bless-
ed step that brought all Chadian parties together 
in Doha. Those parties decided to abandon their 
differences and move towards peace and the prin-
ciples of coexistence that Chadian people have 
dreamt of for many years.

haroun said that thanks to the good inten-
tions of the Chadian authorities and the Qatari 
mediation, this dream, which the Chadian people 
aspired to in order to live in security, peace and 
stability, has been realized.

On the international side, Reuters News 
Agency said in a lengthy report that the hall where 
the delegations attended the signing ceremony in 
Doha erupted in applause when the Chadian op-
position parties agreed to cease fire and partici-
pate in a national dialogue. Chadian officials said 
that the national dialogue might pave the way for 
elections, pointing out that Qatar - which is an 
ally of the US in the gulf - facilitated the negotia-
tions.

Reuters quoted he Minister of Foreign Af-
fairs, African Integration, International Coop-
eration and Chadians Abroad of the Republic of 
Chad Mahamat Zene Cherif as saying in a press 
release that he believes the agreement will lead to 
a lasting peace in Chad.

For its part, France News Agency (AFP) re-
ported the signing of the agreement and pointed 
out that UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres 
described the agreement - which is supposed to 
lead the way for the return of the civilian authori-
ties - as a key historical moment for Chadian peo-
ple in a video broadcasted after the signing cer-
emony.

AFP reported he African Union Commis-
sion Chairperson Moussa Faki praising the talks 
which he described as arduous and finally led to 
overcoming divisions.

AFP also reported one of the lead parties of 
Chadian negotiations saying that this large num-
ber of signatory groups constitutes a good start 
to the national dialogue, referring to he Deputy 
Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign Affairs 
Sheikh Mohammed bin Abdulrahman Al-Thani’s 
announcement that this agreement aims to bring 
peace that would be an alternative for war that 
lasted for many years.

For its part, German Press Agency DPA said 
in its coverage that the Chadian parties signed the 
Doha Peace Agreement with participation of po-
litical-military movements in the Comprehensive 
National Dialogue in Chad under the auspices of 
the State of Qatar, which comes as a result of the 
negotiations hosted by Qatar during the past five 
months with regional and international participa-
tion.

DPA said that the Doha Peace Agreement 
paves the way for establishing an inclusive Com-
prehensive National Dialogue in N’Djamena, 
which aims to achieve comprehensive national 
reconciliation.

DPA focused on the statements of he Deputy 
Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign Affairs, 
during Qatar’s speech at the signing ceremony of 
the agreement, highlighting his call on all Chad-
ian parties to transcend the past and its pains and 
focus of the future and its hopes.

Meanwhile, the Turkish Anadolu Agency said 
in its coverage that Doha’s sponsorship of the 
signing of the Chadian parties comes from its ac-
tive regional and international role.

The Turkish agency said in a lengthy report 
that the Chad peace agreement is a new suc-
cess for Qatar in its mediation diplomacy. The 
agency added that Qatar is emerging as a center 
for resolving regional and international conflicts 
through mediation diplomacy by bringing the 
parties to the negotiating table, overcoming ob-
stacles, and signing agreements that pave the way 
for ending conflicts and establishing peace and 
stability in the service of development.

Anadolu Agency considered the signing of 
Chadian military government and opposition par-
ties on Doha Peace Agreement paves the way for 
comprehensive national reconciliation. Anadolu 
considered the peace agreement the latest episode 
of a series of successful Qatari mediation on sev-
eral files, including relations between Somalia and 
Kenya, the Somali elections, the talks between the 
US and the Taliban, the Afghan-Afghan dialogue, 
the Darfur Agreement, Palestinian reconciliation, 
Djibouti and eritrea relations, and Lebanon.

Within the context of the Arab and interna-
tional media outlets’ interest in the signing of the 
‘Doha Peace Agreement’ between the Chadian 
parties in Doha, under the auspices of the State 
of Qatar, Radio France International (RFI) pub-
lished a report on the signing of the agreement, 
stating that after five months of negotiations su-
pervised by Qatar, a peace agreement was signed 
between the authorities and the political-military 
groups. The report indicated that the signing of 
the agreement would pave the way to a new stage, 
as the goal of the Transitional Military Council 
is to start a comprehensive national dialogue on 
Aug. 20 with the political and military forces that 
signed it, in addition to the political class and civil 
society organizations.

The New York Times reported that Chad’s 
military government and more than 40 opposing 
groups signed a cease-fire agreement on Monday 
in Qatar, after five months of negotiations, not-
ing that the signing of the peace agreement would 
pave the way for reconciliation talks later this 
month, as Chad is seeking a way out of a troubled 
political transition.

As for the Arab world, the Saudi Press Agency 
(SPA) has shown interest in the news of the agree-
ment, noting that the signing of the ‘Doha Peace 
Agreement’ between the Chadian parties in Doha, 
with the participation of political and military 
movements in the comprehensive and sovereign 
national dialogue in Chad, under the auspices of 

the State of Qatar, came as a culmination of the 
negotiations it hosted during the past five months 
with regional and international participation, and 
aimed at achieving comprehensive national rec-
onciliation.

The agency also reported that United Nations 
Secretary-General Antonio Guterres welcomed 
the signing of the ‘Doha Peace Agreement’ by 
the transitional authorities and political-military 
groups in Chad.

In other news outlet, SPA also reported that 
the Spokesperson of the european Union exter-
nal Action in Brussels affirmed that the ‘Doha 
Peace Agreement’ is an important step for the 
transition.

In turn, the Omani News Agency (OMA) 
quoted the confirmation of the Spokesperson of 
the european Union external Action in Brussels, 
as saying that the ‘Doha Peace Agreement’ signed 
in Doha is an important step in the transitioning 
process, pointing out that the european Union 
congratulated all signatories and encouraged all 
the political-military groups that have not yet ad-
hered to the agreement to do so.

As for the Algerian News Agency, it stated that 
the signing of the peace agreement in Doha be-
tween the Chadian authorities and the opposition 
parties has been widely applauded at the internal 
and international levels, with hopes that the path 
of reconciliation would culminate in achieving 
the aspired permanent and final security and sta-
bility in the country.

The agency referred to the statements of hh 
the Amir Sheikh Tamim bin hamad Al-Thani 
during his meeting on Monday morning with he 
President of the Transitional Military Council of 
the Republic of Chad Lt. Gen. Mahamat Idriss 
Deby and representatives of several Chadian 
opposition parties, where his highness has de-
scribed this agreement as the first step that paves 
the way for a comprehensive national reconcilia-
tion dialogue in Chad.

The Moroccan News Agency covered the news 
of the Chadian parties’ signing of the Doha Peace 
Agreement, quoting he Deputy Prime Minister 
and Minister of Foreign Affairs Sheikh Moham-
med bin Abdulrahman Al-Thani, as he called on 
the international community to intensify regional 
and international efforts to avail itself of this his-
toric opportunity to make the national dialogue a 
success with a view to achieving the desired peace 
for the Chadian people.

Al-Quds Al-Arabi newspaper said that, by 
signing the ‘Doha Peace Agreement’, the State 
of Qatar has achieved a breakthrough for one of 
the most difficult political crises in Africa and 
the world, paving the way for peace in the coun-
try that has faced political turmoil for decades, 
stressing that Qatari diplomacy played a vital role 
behind the scenes to bring the views of the con-
flicting parties, the ruling authorities and groups 
from the Chadian opposition.

Opinion
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Wide Arab, International Media 
Interest in Signing of Chadian 

Peace Agreement in Doha
The different media coverage focused on the importance of Doha talks in ending  

the decade-long state of war in Chad
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A ShIP bringing corn to Lebanon’s northern port of Tripoli nor-
mally would not cause a stir. But it’s getting attention because 
of where it came from: Ukraine’s Black Sea port of Odesa.
The Razoni, loaded with more than 26,000 tons of corn for 

chicken feed, is emerging from the edges of a Russian war that 
has threatened food supplies in countries like Lebanon, which 
has the world’s highest rate of food inflation — a staggering 122% 
— and depends on the Black Sea region for nearly all of its wheat.

The fighting has trapped 20 million tons of grains inside 
Ukraine, and the Razoni’s departure Monday marked a first ma-
jor step toward extracting those food supplies and getting them 
to farms and bakeries to feed millions of impoverished people 
who are going hungry in Africa, the Middle east and parts of Asia.

“Actually seeing the shipment move is a big deal,” said Jona-
than haines, senior analyst at data and analytics firm Gro Intel-
ligence. “This 26,000 tons in the scale of the 20 million tons that 
are locked up is nothing, absolutely nothing... but if we start see-
ing this, every shipment that goes is going to increase confidence.” 
The small scale means the initial shipments leaving the world’s 
breadbasket will not draw down food prices or ease a global food 
crisis anytime soon. Plus, most of the trapped grain is for animal 
feed, not for people to eat, experts say. That will extend the war’s 
ripple effects for the world’s most vulnerable people thousands 
of miles away in countries like Somalia and Afghanistan, where 
hunger could soon turn to famine and where inflation has pushed 
the cost of food and energy out of reach for many.

To farmers in Lebanon, the shipment expected this weekend 
is a sign that grains might become more available again, even if at 
a higher price, said Ibrahim Tarchichi, head of the Bekaa Farm-
ers Association.

But he said it won’t make a dent in his country, where years of 
endemic corruption and political divides have upended life. Since 
2019, the economy has contracted by at least 58%, with the cur-
rency depreciating so severely that nearly three-quarters of the 
population now lives in poverty.

“I think the crisis will continue as long as operating costs con-
tinue to soar and purchasing power falls,” Tarchichi said.

The strife was on sharp display this week when a section of 
Beirut’s massive port grain silos collapsed in a huge cloud of dust, 
two years after an explosion killed more than 200 people and 
wounded thousands more.

While symbolic, the shipments have done little to ease market 
concerns. Drought and high fertilizer costs have kept grain prices 
more than 50% higher than early 2020, before the COVID-19 
pandemic. And while Ukraine is a top supplier of wheat, barley, 
corn and sunflower oil to developing countries, it represents just 
10% of the international wheat trade.

There’s also little to suggest that the world’s poorest who rely 
on Ukrainian wheat distributed through U.N. agencies like the 
World Food Program will be able to access them anytime soon. 
Before the war, half of the grain the WFP purchased for distribu-
tion came from Ukraine.

The Razoni’s safe passage was guaranteed by a four-month-
long deal that the U.N. and Turkey brokered with Ukraine and 
Russia two weeks ago. The grain corridor through the Black Sea 
is 111 nautical miles long and 3 nautical miles wide, with waters 
strewn with drifting explosive mines, slowing the work.

Three more ships departed Friday, heading to Turkey, Ireland 
and the United Kingdom. All the ships that have departed so far 
had been stuck there since the war began nearly six months ago.

Under the deal, some — not all — of the food exported will 
go to countries experiencing food insecurity. That means it could 
take weeks for people in Africa to see grain from the new ship-
ments and even longer to see the effects on high food prices, said 
Shaun Ferris, a Kenya-based adviser on agriculture and markets 
for Catholic Relief Services, a partner in World Food Program 
distributions.

In east Africa, thousands of people have died as Somalia and 
neighboring ethiopia and Kenya face the worst drought in four 
decades. Survivors have described burying their children as they 
fled to camps where little assistance could be found.

After Russia invaded Ukraine, Somalia and other African 
countries turned to non-traditional grain partners like India, 
Turkey and Brazil, but at higher prices. Prices of critical foods 
could start to go down in two or three months as markets for im-
ported food adjust and local harvests progress, Ferris said.

Who is first in line for the grain from Ukraine could be af-
fected by humanitarian needs but also comes down to existing 
business arrangements and commercial interests, including who 
is willing to pay the most, Ferris said.

Ukraine Grain 
Shipments Offer 
Hope, Not Fix to 

Food Crisis
While Ukraine is a top supplier of 

wheat, barley, corn and sunflower oil to 
developing countries, it represents just 
10% of the international wheat trade.

Russian, Ukrainian, Turkish and U.N. officials arrive to the cargo ship 
Razoni for inspection while it is anchored at the entrance of the Bos-
phorus Strait in Istanbul, Turkey on August 3, 2022.
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Athens Police on Crete 
stopped a total of 22 
migrants last week who 
attempted to leave the 
Greek island using forged 
foreign passports, local 
police said tuesday. they 
were attempting to use the 
fake travel documents to fly 
to switzerland, spain, Italy, 
Belgium and Germany from 
heraklion Airport. eighteen 
men and four women were 
arrested and accused of 
forging passports, the 
police said in a statement. 
Greek police have been 
aware of the problem for 
some time. -DPA

MosCow Russia launched 
a total of 17 probes into 
space on tuesday, with the 
largest of them a monitor-
ing satellite for Iran that 
Moscow will initially use 
for its own war purposes, 
reports said. Iran’s Khayyam 
military surveillance satel-
lite and the rest of the 
probes were sent up on 
a soyuz rocket from the 
Baikonur Cosmodrome in 
Kazakhstan, the Interfax 
news agency reported. 
Russia built the satellite - 
which is named in honour of 
Persian mathematician and 
astronomer omar Khayyam - 
on behalf of Iran.  (DPA)

BRussels the european 
union is to send $267 
million in funding to a 
united nations aid agency 
for Palestinian refugees. 
eu funding for the united 
nations Relief and works 
Agency for Palestine 
refugees in the near east 
(unRwA) worth euro 246 
million  is to be distributed 
over the next three years, 
an european union com-
mission statement said on 
tuesday. the funds are “to 
secure predictable financial 
resources to the agency 
for the provision of essen-
tial services to Palestine 
refugees,” the commission 
statement said. (DPA)

Migrants attempt 
to leave Crete 
using forged 
travel documents

Russia launches 
new Iranian 
surveillance 
satellite

EU to send $267 
million to UN 
agency for 
Palestinian aid

News 
in brief

DPA
MosCow

An ammunition depot located 
on an airbase in Russian-oc-
cupied Crimea has exploded, 
according to the Russian De-
fence Ministry and local re-
ports on Tuesday.

Videos shared online that 
were said to have been re-
corded near novofedorivka 
showed explosions and large 
clouds of smoke. Tourists fled 
from the area. There were no 
casualties, the Russian De-
fence Ministry said.

Crimea’s pro-Russian 
leader Sergei Aksyonov an-
nounced that an area within a 
radius of 5 kilometres around 
the base would be cordoned 
off, but made no comment on 
what had caused the blast.

It is assumed to have been 
an act of sabotage as Ukrain-
ian troops are more than 200 
kilometres away. Reports 
in the past suggest that the 
Ukrainian army does not have 
missiles with such a range.

Russia annexed Crimea in 
2014 and ever since the war 
began in February, Moscow 
has repeatedly demanded that 
the peninsula be recognized as 
Russian territory; Kiev is re-
fusing to give up Crimea, how-
ever, insisting that the area 
with its population of 2 million 
is still Ukrainian territory.

Ammunition 
depot blown 
up in Crimea,
says Russia

DPA
MosCow

UKRAInIAn President Vo-
lodymyr Zelensky’s demand 
for an international travel ban 
on all Russians has triggered 
heavy criticism in Moscow but 
found support in Baltic coun-
tries.

Zelensky’s appeal was re-
ceived “extremely negatively,” 
Kremlin spokesman Dmitry 
Peskov said on Tuesday, ac-
cording to the Interfax agency.

“The irrationality of the 
thought process exceeds every 
measure,” he said.

Zelensky told the Wash-
ington Post in an interview 
published on Monday that 
“the most important sanctions 
are to close the borders - be-
cause the Russians are taking 
away someone else’s land.” 
In reply to Zelensky’s travel 
sanctions suggestion, former 
Russian president Dmitry 
Medvedev on Tuesday called 
him “the greatest Ukrainian 
clown” on Twitter - and even 
compared him to nazi dictator 
Adolf Hitler.

Since the start of Rus-
sia’s invasion, Medvedev has 
repeatedly hurled insults at 
Ukraine, a country he recently 
suggested may soon not even 

“exist on the world map.” 
Moscow frequently justifies its 
war by saying it is carrying out 
the the “de-nazification” of 
Ukraine, a phrase that causes 
particular outrage because 
Zelensky is of Jewish descent.

EU countries neighbour-
ing Russia have become more 
vocal recently on the issue of 
tourist visas for Russians.

The Finnish Foreign Min-
istry raised concerns that Fin-
land is being used as a transit 

country by some Russian tour-
ists to enter the EU before 
travelling on to their final des-
tination within the bloc.

Tourist visa for countries 
that are part of the so-called 
Schengen area, which is made 
up of 22 EU countries as well 
as Iceland, norway, Switzer-
land and Lichtenstein, allow 
tourists to travel freely be-
tween the countries.

The Finnish Foreign 
Ministry is now considering 

whether to stop issuing new 
visas to people who have used 
Finland as a transit hub in the 
past, according to a report by 
the Finnish public broadcaster 
Yle.

“It’s not right that at the 
same time as Russia is wag-
ing an aggressive, brutal war 
of aggression in Europe, Rus-
sians can live a normal life, 
travel in Europe, be tourists,” 
Finnish Prime Minister Sanna 
Marin told Yle in an interview.

“My personal position is 
that tourism should be re-
stricted,” she added.

Marin said she had dis-
cussed the issue of Schengen 
tourist visas for Russian na-
tionals at summit meeting 
with other EU leaders before 
the summer and is expecting 
more talks. Finland’s call to 
sanction tourist visas is ech-
oed by EU countries Estonia 
and Latvia who also share a 
land border with Russia.

“Stop issuing tourist visas 
to Russians,” Estonian Prime 
Minister Kaja Kallas wrote on 
Twitter on Tuesday, adding 
that travelling to Europa “is a 
privilege, not a human right.” 
Kallas stated in her tweet that 
since air travel from Russia to 
the European Union was halt-
ed following Russia’s invasion 
of Ukraine, EU countries with 
a land border to Russia “carry 
the burden” as the “sole access 
points” to the bloc.

Estonian Foreign Minister 
Urmas Reinsalu raised the is-
sue last Friday when visiting 
his Polish counterpart in War-
saw.  “We will continue mak-
ing proposals for more severe 
and efficient sanctions. The 
time to act is now. The sev-
enth sanctions package is not 
enough,” Reinsalu said.

Appeal received ‘extremely negatively,’ says Kremlin spokesman Dmitry Peskov

Kremlin blasts Zelensky’s 
call to shut out Russians

DPA
ColoMBo

DEMonSTRATIonS planned 
by Sri Lankan opposition par-
ties and trade unions on Tues-
day fizzled out, with smaller 
crowds turning up to mark the 
fourth month of an anti-gov-
ernment protest campaign.

In contrast to the tens of 
thousands who turned up for 
previous protests, less than 
2,000 were at one of the main 
rally sites in Colombo on Tues-
day, police said.

At a demonstration near 
the president’s office, where 
people have been camped for 
the past four months, only 
about 150 people arrived.“The 
crackdown by the government 
and the arrest of anti-govern-
ment protesters may have de-
terred people coming-out to 
show their dissent,” one of the 
protesters said.

President Ranil Wickrem-
esinghe has also taken the 
wind out of the protesters’ 
sails by addressing shortages 
of gas and fuel, and restoring 
some sense of political stabili-
ty, although Sri Lanka remains 
under a state of emergency.

Wickremesinghe was 
elected to the post by a parlia-
mentary vote on July 20 after 
former resident Gotabaya Ra-
japaksa fled the country.

More than 100 protesters 
- including those who stormed 
the residences and offices of 
Sri Lanka’s top leaders - have 
been arrested so far. An un-
precedented economic crisis 
led to unrest amid fuel, gas 
and food shortages. Protest-
ers began camping outside the 
president’s office on April 9.

on May 9, former prime 
minister Mahinda Rajapaksa 
stepped down and on June 
9 finance minister Basil Ra-
japaksa resigned. Protesters 
stormed the former presi-
dent’s official residence on 
July 9, forcing him to quit. The 
three Rajapaksas are brothers.

Four months on, 
anti-government 
protests fizzle 
out in Sri Lanka

07Wednesday, August 10, 2022

Britain braces for heatwave as 
millions face hosepipe ban

DPA
london

BRITAIn is braced for days of 
extreme temperatures in the 
latest heatwave, as millions 
more people face a hosepipe 
ban in the coming weeks.

The Met office has issued 
a four-day amber warning for 
extreme heat in parts of Eng-
land and Wales for Thursday 
to Sunday, with temperatures 
set to climb to 35C or even 36C 
in some places. The vulner-
able are likely to experience 
adverse health effects and the 
wider population could also 
be affected, delays to travel 
are possible and there is an in-
creased risk of water accidents 
and fires as more people head 
to tourist spots.

The UK Health Security 
Agency has extended its level 
three heat health alert covering 
southern and central England 
from noon on Tuesday until 
11pm on Sunday, with experts 
advising people to look out for 
those who are older or with 
existing health conditions, as 
well as young children. Tem-
peratures are not set to be 
as extreme as those in July 
which smashed records when 
the thermometer climbed to 
above 40C in some areas in the 
UK for the first time.

Climate change is mak-
ing heatwaves more intense, 
frequent and likely, with last 

month’s record temperatures 
made at least 10 times more 
likely because of global warm-
ing and “virtually impossible” 
without it, research shows.
Scientists also warn the like-
lihood of droughts occurring 
is becoming higher due to cli-
mate change, driven by green-
house gas emissions from 
burning fossil fuels and other 
human activities.

Thames Water, which sup-
plies water to 15 million cus-
tomers across London and the 
Thames Valley, became the lat-
est water company to signal it 
will bring in a hosepipe ban in 
the face of the hot, dry summer.

The water company said: 
“Given the long-term forecast 
of dry weather and another 

forecast of very hot tempera-
tures coming this week, we 
are planning to announce a 
temporary use ban in the com-
ing weeks.” It urged custom-
ers to only use what they need 
for their essential use. South 
East Water and Southern Wa-
ter have already announced 
hosepipe bans - after the dri-
est first half of the year since 
1976 saw south east England 
clocking up 144 days with little 
or no rain so far in 2022. The 
dry conditions, combined with 
last month’s record-breaking 
heatwave, have depleted riv-
ers, reservoirs and aquifers 
and dried up soils, hitting ag-
riculture, water supplies and 
wildlife and raising the risk of 
wildfires.

A picture taken on Saturday shows tourists walking next to a meltwa-
ter stream flowing from the Tsanfleuron Glacier above Les Diablerets, 
Switzerland. Following several heatwaves across Europe blamed by 
scientists on climate change, Switzerland is seeing its alpine glaciers 
melting at an increasingly rapid rate. (AFP)

Landmark semiconductor 
bill gets Biden approval

TCA/DPA
wAshInGton

US PRESIDEnT Joe Biden signed a broad competition bill into 
law on Tuesday that will direct $52.7 billion toward domestic 
semiconductor research and development as part of an effort to 
make the U.S. less dependent on China and other Asian nations. 
Industry CEos who attended the signing ceremony at the White 
House announced roughly $50 billion in new investments, lend-
ing additional significance to the first of several victories the ad-
ministration plans to celebrate this week. 

Micron Technology Inc. is leading the charge with a $40 
billion investment in memory chip manufacturing, a move the 
White House said would create 40,000 new jobs.Biden, speak-
ing before he signed the legislation into law on the South Lawn 
of the White House, called the bill “a once in a generation invest-
ment in America itself” that comes during a moment of global 
upheaval and amid a still unsettled battle between the world’s 
democracies and autocracies.“We know there are those ... who 
seek division instead of strength and unity, who tear down rath-
er than build up,” Biden declared. “Today is the day for builders. 
Today America is delivering.” Two days removed from a second 
period of isolation due to his rebound case of CoVID-19, Biden 
fought a persistent cough as he delivered his remarks, pausing 
for several sips of water between triumphant declarations. “We 
are better positioned than any other nation in the world to win 
the competition for the 21st century,” he said.

Russia’s President Vladimir Putin speaks with acting governor of Kirov region via a video call at the Krem-
lin in Moscow on Tuesday. (AFP)

My Florida home raided by FBI, says 
former US president Donald Trump

TCA/DPA 
wAshInGton 

FoRMER US President Don-
ald Trump said in a state-
ment Monday that the FBI 
was searching his Mar-a-Lago 
estate in Florida, in what he 
described as a “raid.” It was 
not immediately clear why 
agents were present at his 
Palm Beach summer home, 
but Trump said the property 
was “under siege, raided, and 
occupied by a large group of 
FBI agents.” He added that the 
agents broke open his safe.

“After working and coop-
erating with the relevant gov-
ernment agencies, this unan-
nounced raid on my home was 
not necessary or appropriate,” 
he said. Executing a search re-

quires the signoff of a federal 
judge, who issues a warrant 
based upon evidence of a po-
tential crime.

It is unlikely that such a 
high-profile warrant to search 
the personal residence of a for-
mer president would be sought 

without top Justice Depart-
ment officials reviewing the 
evidence and approving the 
request. Trump was not at his 
Palm Beach estate during the 
search and was in the new York 
City area, according to a person 
familiar with the situation.

In his statement, Trump 
called the search an attempt 
to influence the midterm elec-
tions in november and com-
pared it to the nixon campaign 
bugging the Democratic na-
tional Committee during the 
Watergate scandal.

Several former Trump 
administration officials have 
testified before a grand jury 
recently as part of the Justice 
Department investigation into 
the events around the Janu-
ary 6, 2021, insurrection, but 
it was not immediately clear 
whether the search is connect-
ed to that or to other Trump-
related investigations, includ-
ing the potential destruction 
and removal of presidential 
records that took place when 
he left office.

DPA
london

THE UK government has sub-
mitted its argument in a case 
that could allow the Scottish 
parliament to legislate for an-
other independence referen-
dum. Scottish Lord Advocate 
Dorothy Bain QC referred a 
prospective referendum bill to 
the Supreme Court last month 
to ascertain if it was within 
Scottish parliament’s powers.

oral arguments are due to 
be heard in the case in octo-
ber, but the Advocate General 
for Scotland Lord Stewart QC 
submitted the case against the 
bill being within the legislative 
competence of the parliament 
at Holyrood on Tuesday.

It is understood the UK 

government has asked for the 
court’s permission to publish 
the submission. A spokes-
woman for the UK government 
said: “People across Scotland 
want both their governments 
to be working together on the 
issues that matter to them 
and their families, not talking 
about another independence 
referendum.

“We have today submit-
ted our written case to the 
Supreme Court, in accordance 
with its timetable. “on the 
question of legislative compe-
tence, the UK government’s 
clear view remains that a bill 
legislating for a referendum 
on independence would be 
outside the legislative compe-
tence of the Scottish parlia-
ment.” 

London’s written argument 
in Scottish independence 
poll case submitted in court

A law enforcement officer in front of the home of former President 
Donald Trump at Mar-A-Lago in Palm Beach, Florida on Tuesday. (AFP)

World
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LONDON

OIL prices remained volatile 
on Tuesday despite supply 
concerns as Russia suspended 
oil exports to Europe through 
a major pipeline amid Mos-
cow’s military offensive in 
Ukraine.

Ukraine halted flows 
through the Druzhba pipe to-
wards Hungary, the Czech Re-
public and Slovakia on August 
4 as sanctions prevented Mos-
cow’s transit payments to Kyiv, 
Bloomberg reported. It cited a 
statement from Russian pipe-
line operator Transneft.

Brent, the global bench-
mark for two-thirds of the 
world’s oil, rose to nearly $98 
a barrel on the news, before 
dropping again. It was down 
0.92 per cent to $95.76 per 
barrel at 8.58pm on Tuesday. 
West Texas Intermediate, the 
gauge that tracks US crude, 
was down 1.01 per cent at 
$89.84 a barrel.

“Crude prices surged after 
Russian oil supplies were halt-
ed to Eastern Europe,” said 
Edward Moya, senior market 
analyst at Oanda.

“A simple disruption that 
stemmed from western sanc-
tions that do not allow accept-
ing transit fees from Moscow 
reminded us of how quick the 
oil market can tighten.

“Whatever crude demand 
destruction that occurs from 
a weakening global economy, 
won’t be able to drag down 
oil prices much lower given 
how low the supply outlook 
remains.”

Oil prices have remained 
volatile this year. Brent 

touched about $140 barrel in 
March following Russia’s inva-
sion of Ukraine and the subse-
quent sanctions by the US and 
the UK on the import of Mos-
cow’s crude.

However, oil fell in the last 
few months as concerns grew 
over the possibility of a loom-
ing recession hitting fuel de-
mand globally.

In July, the International 
Monetary Fund lowered its 
growth forecast for the global 
economy to 3.2 per cent this 
year, from its previous fore-
cast of 3.6 per cent in April 
amid Russia’s war in Ukraine, 
high inflation and the Cov-
id-19 pandemic.

The 23-member Opec+ 
super-group of oil produc-
ers last week agreed to boost 
output modestly by 100,000 
barrels per day next month 
amid a slowdown in the global 
economy.

Biden can push for more 
oil during Middle East trip 
but there’s little capacity to 
spare Opec+ agrees to boost 
September crude supply by 
100,000 bpd amid shifting 
market dynamics An agree-
ment on the Iran nuclear deal 
could ease pressure on oil sup-
ply, Moya said.

Nuclear deal talks in Vi-
enna have concluded, with the 
EU suggesting a final text will 

now be put forward for the US 
and Iran to either agree on or 
reject the deal.

Oil demand is now expect-
ed to expand 1.7 million bpd 
in 2022 (down slightly from 
the IEA’s forecast of 1.8 mil-
lion bpd in June) and 2.1 mil-
lion bpd in 2023 (compared 
with the 2.2 million bpd June 
forecast), to reach 99.2 million 
bpd and 101.3 million bpd, re-
spectively, the IEA said in its 
Oil Market Report last month.

“Crude prices should even-
tually find a home above the 
$100 level, especially in the 
winter when the SPR release 
stops and if China demand 
roars back,” he said.

Oil prices fluctuate as Russia halts 
exports through pipeline to Europe

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

VODAFONE Qatar on Tues-
day announced its consoli-
dated financial results for 
the first six months with im-
provement across all key per-
formance indicators.

The company reported 
its half-yearly net profit of 
QR216 million, representing 
an increase of 61.3 percent 
year-on-year, mainly driven 
by higher EBITDA.

Total Revenue increased 
by 23.5 percent year-on-year 
to reach QR1.44 billion led by 
growth in the company’s post-
paid, prepaid, fixed broad-
band services (GigaHome), 
IoT, managed services and 
projects revenue.

Service revenue grew by 
14.1 percent to reach QR1.23 
billion.

EBITDA for the period in-
creased by 25.2 percent year-
on-year to QR 590 million 
led by higher service revenue 
and the continued effective-

ness in implementing the 
company’s cost optimisation 
programme. EBITDA margin 
further expanded 0.5 percent-
age points to reach 41.1 per-
cent. Vodafone Qatar is now 
serving more than 2 million 
mobile customers represent-
ing an increase of 17.6 percent 
year on year.

Vodafone Qatar provides 
a comprehensive range of ser-
vices including voice, messag-
ing, data, fixed communica-
tions, IoT and ICT managed 
services in Qatar, for both 
consumers and businesses 
alike. 

The Company commenced 
commercial operations in 
2009 and has more than 2 
million mobile customers as 
of 30 June 2022. Its state-of-
the-art network infrastruc-
ture is expanding to cover key 
locations in the country with 
fibre connectivity and 5G, 
along with an extensive digi-
tal ecosystem, which will con-
tribute to Qatar’s continued 
growth and prosperity. 

Vodafone Qatar 
net profit rises 
61% to QR 216 
mn in H1 2022

Amendments to tenders, auctions law 
aimed at boosting non-oil sector: MoF

SATYENDRA PATHAK
DOHA

AMENDMENTS to law regu-
lating tenders and auctions 
come within Qatar’s continu-
ous efforts to support eco-
nomic activities in the non-oil 
sectors with an increase in the 
trend towards strengthening 
the role of the private sector in 
implementing a wide range of 
development projects through 
in-country value, the Min-
istry of Finance (MoF) said                            
on Tuesday.

Addressing a press confer-
ence to highlight the amend-
ments, an official of the Min-
istry of Finance said that they 
are within the framework of 
the comprehensive economic 
development that the country 

has been witnessing for sever-
al years, and to provide oppor-
tunities to the private sector by 
supporting the participation 
of small, medium and micro 
companies effectively through 
legislative amendments.

Perhaps one of the most 
important additions to the 
regulation is to add a defini-
tion of the local value, which 
means the total amounts 
spent by the contractor or 
the supplier or service pro-
vider within the country to 
develop national business, 
services or human resources 
to stimulate productivity in 
the country

The local economy and 
the local value are determined 
through a certificate of previ-
ously executed contracts or the 

plan presented by the tenderer
During the press confer-

ence, the official stated that 
one of the most prominent of 
these amendments is the addi-
tion of a definition of in-coun-
try value, defining it as the 
total expenses incurred by the 
contractor, supplier, or service 
provider within the country to 
develop national businesses, 
services or human resources 
to stimulate productivity in 
the local economy.

The in-country value is de-
termined through a certificate 
on previously executed con-
tracts, or the plan presented 
by the tenderer within his bid 
showing the target amount 
of the in-country value of the 
contract value, it pointed out.

The official indicated 

that the in-country value was 
adopted as a measurement 
tool in the process of differ-
entiation when awarding ten-
ders to companies, as it moved 
from a mere project or initia-
tive with a specific space to a 
reality whose features became 
clear through these amend-
ments to the regulation, which 
is considered the most impor-
tant projects adopted by the 
state to apply it to state pur-
chases, as it aims to maintain 
the economic value within 
Qatar by creating new invest-
ment opportunities and pro-
viding new high-level business 
in the private sector.

The in-country value will 
also provide valuable busi-
ness opportunities for local 
business owners or attract in-

vestors who are planning to 
set up their businesses in the 
country, he said.

The official said that the 
aforementioned amendments 
to the executive regulations 
added more support to small, 
medium, and micro compa-
nies by exempting micro-
companies in tenders with a 
value of less than QR 1 mil-
lion from providing primary 
and final insurance, exempt-
ing micro, small and medium 
companies from paying ten-
der documents valued at less 
than QR 1 million, exempting 
micro and small-sized com-
panies from half the value of 
the fee prescribed for classi-
fication and permitting par-
ticipation in tenders valued at 
less than QR5 million to mi-
cro, small- or medium-sized 

companies.
The amendments also in-

cluded the development and 
acceleration of procurement 
in government agencies by 
introducing a specific time-
frame to organize transactions 
and complete them within 60 
working days, setting a dead-
line of 20 working days from 
the date of submitting the final 
insurance to sign the contract 
and setting a deadline of 90 
working days to start the ex-
ecution of the contract after 
signing.

The ministry indicated 
that restricting the duration 
of the procedures stipulated 
in the regulation aims to speed 
up the procedures and raise 
the efficiency of tenders and 
that the companies will not 
incur any losses caused by the 

length of the previous proce-
dures period.

In 2021, the Ministry of 
Finance launched the “stimu-
lus” programme, which in-
cluded three main pillars: 
the Qatar In-Country Value 
(QICV) Program, the pro-
motion of the development 
of small and medium-sized 
enterprises (SMEs), and the 
environmental, social, and 
general governance for the 
financial sector (ESG) to 
achieve Qatar Vision 2030.

The “stimulus” programme 
targets the development of the 
private sector and its impor-
tant role in economic growth, 
and its contribution to a sus-
tainable economy through 
production, job creation, in-
dustrialisation, increased ex-
ports, and GDP.

Officials of Ministry of Finance address a press conference to highlight amendments to the law regulating tenders and auctions in Doha on Tuesday.   

QNA
DOHA

DOHA Bank, a Qatari public 
shareholding company, has 
announced that the bank’s 
non-Qatari Investor Own-
ership Limit threshold has 
been increased to 100 after 
having earned all necessary                               
approvals. 

The change has been made 
at the Qatar Central Securities 
Depository with immediate ef-
fect, the bank said in a state-
ment posted on the Qatar Ex-
change website.

Doha Bank was incorpo-
rated in 1979. It has a capital 
of QR 3.1 billion.

Doha Bank provides do-
mestic and international 
banking services for individu-
als and corporates which in-
cludes wholesale banking, 
retail banking, international 
banking, as well as treasury & 
investments.

Doha Bank’s 
non-Qatari 
investor 
ownership limit 
raised to 100%

The headquarters of Doha Bank 
in West Bay. 

Oil prices have fallen in the last few months as concerns grew over the possibility of a looming recession 
hitting fuel demand globally.
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London

The two lawmakers vying 
to replace British Prime 
Minister Boris Johnson 
have clashed anew over the 
cost-of-living crisis.

Liz Truss or Rishi Sunak 
will be elected as Conserva-
tive Party leader on Septem-
ber 5, the day the Commons 
returns from its summer 
recess, and therefore also 
become prime minister. 
Johnson continues to serve 
in a caretaker capacity in 
the meantime, after resign-
ing earlier this year.

Allies of Truss have in-
sisted she is committed 
to helping families strug-
gling with soaring bills as 
the leadership contenders 
clashed again over the cost-
of-living crisis.

Rishi Sunak launched a 
fresh attack on Truss’s plan 
for tax cuts in an emergency 
budget describing it as a 
“big bung” for large busi-
nesses and the better off 
which would do little to help 
those most in need over the 
coming winter.

however, Northern 
Ireland Secretary Bran-
don Lewis - who is backing 
Foreign Secretary Truss - 
said they would look to do 
“whatever we can” to help 
people under pressure from 
rising inflation.

Truss’s team was forced 
on the defensive after she 
suggested at the weekend 
that there would be no 
“handouts” if she won the 
race for No 10, as the seat of 
government is known, and 
that her priority was reduc-
ing the tax burden.

her supporters insisted 
that her comments had 
been misinterpreted and 
that she was not ruling out 
further direct support for 
families struggling with 
mounting energy bills.

But Sunak said her plans 
to scrap the national insur-
ance hike, which he brought 
in as chancellor to fund the 
NhS and social care, would 
leave someone on the na-
tional living wage less than 
£60 a year better off while 
pensioners would not get a 
penny.

Writing in The Sun, he 
said that her proposed cut 
in corporation tax would do 
nothing to help small busi-
nesses and would simply 
put money back in the cof-
fers of the biggest compa-
nies with the largest profits.

With the Bank of eng-
land forecasting inflation is 
set to hit 13% - with aver-
age household energy bills 
predicted to reached almost 
£4,000 - Mr Sunak said 
his rival’s measures “won’t 
touch the sides”.

“Families are facing a 
long, hard winter with ris-
ing bills. Yet Liz’s plan to 
deal with that is to give a 
big bung to large business-
es and the well-off, leaving 
those who most need help 
out in the cold,” he said.

“These tax cuts simply 
won’t touch the sides. We 
need clear-eyed realism, 
not starry-eyed boosterism. 
That means bolder action 
to protect people from the 
worst of the winter.” 

Former Conservative 
party co-chairman Oliver 
Dowden, who is backing 
Sunak, said that while Truss 

was putting her empha-
sis on tax cuts, the former 
chancellor accepted the 
need for “bold, big interven-
tions”.

“We need to be realis-
tic and honest with people 
about the scale of the chal-
lenge that we’re facing,” he 
told Sky News.

“Both with the scale 
of inflation that’s coming 
down the line, something 
we haven’t seen for almost 
40 years and with the fact 
that energy bills are going 
to go up, possibly towards 
£4,000.

“There is no doubt that 
we do need an intervention 
of a considerable scale to 
deal with this.” however, 
Mr Lewis defended Ms 
Truss’s approach, insisting 
she wants to put more mon-
ey in people’s pockets.

“We will look to do what-
ever we can to help people 
- that’s what an emergency 
budget is about,” he told 
the BBC Radio 4 Today pro-
gramme.

“She’s willing to do more 
to help people but her focus 
is around doing it in a way 
that puts more money in 
people’s pockets, creating a 
high-growth economy with 
higher wages, more people 
in work.

“So rather than hav-
ing handouts, what we do 
is have a low-tax economy 
that’s driving growth and 
therefore with people hav-
ing more money in their 
pockets, they’re better 
placed to deal with some of 
the challenges that we see.” 
Lewis said it was still pos-
sible deliver tax cuts while 
dealing with inflation.

Tribune news neTwork 
doha 

BeDAYA Center for entre-
preneurship and Career De-
velopment (Bedaya Center), 
a joint initiative by Qatar De-
velopment Bank and Silatech, 
resumed its activities for the 
month of July by organising 
the ‘Bedaya summer camp 
2022’ for the age group be-
tween 14 to 18 years old. The 
camp was held from 24 July to 
28 July.

The summer camp en-
hanced awareness about en-
trepreneurship for the 25 
participating students by 
providing them with the op-
portunity to gain practical 
information in order to reach 
inspiring entrepreneurial ide-
as and benefit from interac-
tive workshops to realize and 
materialize those ideas in the 
future, Bedaya said in a state-
ment on Tuesday.

During the camp, the 
students met with a distin-
guished group of Bedaya 
Center partners and entre-
preneurs with experience in 
various sectors to get a closer 
insight about the mechanism 
of the business progress and 
the practical steps they must 
take to move forward with 
their ideas to turn them into 
tangible projects.

The summer camp wit-
nessed the induction of a se-
ries of interactive workshops 
such as the Creative Think-
ing Workshop, the Five Ba-
sic Introductions to Market-
ing workshop, the Business 
Model Workshop, and a pot-
tery-making workshop held 
in conjunction with MUD. In 
addition, the students had the 
opportunity to visit the per-
fume factory, “Colosseum” 
factory for pizza and pasta, 
and “Papercut” factory. The 
participants also gained im-
mensely from the interactive 
activities conducted in coop-
eration with the Qatar Scien-
tific Club.

On the occasion, hamad 
al Qahtani, General Manager 
of Bedaya Center, said, “We 
are pleased to see a great turn-
out for the “Bedaya Summer 
Camp”, which aims to educate 
students and raise awareness 
about entrepreneurship by 
developing their skills and 
benefiting from their summer 
vacation and urging them to 
learn new facts that would en-
rich their abilities and broad-
en their horizons to start plan-
ning their future projects.

“During this year’s ver-

sion of the Bedaya Summer 
Camp, we provided oppor-
tunity for all participants to 
benefit from the foundations 
of entrepreneurship through 
several interactive and edu-
cational workshops, which 
explained to them the most 
important theoretical and 
practical concepts and how to 
apply work skills in real work-
ing environment, and build a 
clear perception about values, 
rules and standards pursued 
by institutions and companies 
through job shadowing expe-
rience.” 

“The activities conducted 
during the summer camp was 
a real and tangible opportu-
nity for the students to get 
acquainted closely with vari-
ous sectors and activities,” he 
added.

Bedaya wraps up 
2022 ‘Entrepreneurial 

Summer camp’

The summer camp enhanced awareness about entrepreneurship for the 25 participating students.

Crypto sector lobbying expenditures up a third in second quarter
dpa 

Washington

SPeNDING by the cryptocur-
rency lobby hit a record high 
last quarter, as members of 
Congress from both parties 
and chambers proved willing 
to engage with the industry’s 
top priorities.

The industry and its advo-
cates spent at least $6.8 mil-
lion lobbying Congress and 
the federal government from 
April through the end of June, 
up 31% from the previous 
quarter, according to lobby-
ing disclosures. They spent at 
least $12.1 million in the first 
half of this year, up 17% from 
the $10.3 million spent in all 
of 2021, previously the high-
water mark.

Cryptocurrency advocates 
and critics alike point to the 
flood of legislation addressing 
different parts of the ecosys-
tem, including tax reporting, 
stablecoins and regulation of 
markets, as evidence of Wash-
ington’s growing attention to 
the industry.

“To me, the biggest vic-
tory is that we have multiple 
really-thoughtful bills across 
a spectrum of issues that have 
been introduced by biparti-
san groups and members in 
both chambers,” said Kristin 
Smith, executive director of 
the Blockchain Association. 
“We didn’t have that a year 
ago.” 

Smith’s group spent 
$580,000 on lobbying last 
quarter and $1.2 million in the 
first half of this year, accord-
ing to disclosures.

Meanwhile, consumer ad-
vocates warn that the indus-
try’s influence has resulted in 
legislation that would weaken 
oversight of cryptocurrencies 
and potentially harm consum-
ers and undermine financial 
stability.

“The crypto industry 
wants to have the appearance 
of regulation but not the real-
ity of regulation,” said Dennis 
Kelleher, president of Better 
Markets. “The real danger of 
such bills, if they become law, 
is that they provide a false 

comfort to trick the American 
people into thinking that this 
new, highly speculative finan-
cial product and industry is 
being properly regulated when 
it is not.” That lawmakers are 
scrambling to write new laws 
to govern cryptocurrencies at 
all is a result of industry influ-
ence, Kelleher said in an inter-
view.

“The bottom line is, if 
anybody was really serious 
about consumer protection, 
financial stability and market 
structure, they would imme-
diately, significantly increase 
the budgets of the CFTC and 
the SeC to go after the cur-
rent crypto crooks,” he said, 
referring to the Commodity 
Futures Trading Commission 
and the Securities and ex-
change Commission. 

“And yet no one is talking 
about that.” The leader board 
Smith said that over the past 
year the industry has estab-
lished a presence in Washing-
ton, positioning itself well to 
push its legislative agenda on 
hill.

“For a long time, most 
companies in this space had 
no one in Washington. No-
body looking at policy. No-
body working on building re-
lationships with government,” 
she said in an interview. 

“There’s been a pretty 
big increase, both in terms 
of the amounts that existing 
organizations, including the 
Blockchain Association, are 
putting towards lobbying, but 
also new companies that are 
showing up, that are opening 
a Washington office and that 
are here to build relationships 
and engage.” 

Of the 43 companies and 
groups across the cryptocur-
rency sector whose lobbying 
activities CQ Roll Call ana-
lyzed - including exchanges, 
advocates, miners, wallet pro-
viders, investors and software 
developers - Coinbase was 
the biggest spender both last 
quarter and so far this year.

The cryptocurrency ex-
change spent $1.3 million last 
quarter, almost a fifth of all 
lobbying expenditures by the 

industry, with spending on 
its internal lobbying team ac-
counting for $1 million of that.

Coinbase has spent $2.4 
million across its lobbying ef-
forts so far this year, according 
to disclosures.

Cryptocurrency exchanges 
- including Crypto.com, FTX 
US and Binance - and advo-
cacy and policy organizations 
made up eight of the top 10 
industry-linked spenders on 
lobbying efforts so far this 
year.

exchanges collectively 
spent $2.8 million on lobby-
ing in the second quarter and 
$4.4 million so far this year. 
Advocacy groups represent-
ing the entire industry spent 
$2 million last quarter and 
$3.9 million in the first half of 
2022.

Stablecoins and spot mar-
kets That push has helped fos-
ter bipartisan, cross-chamber 
interest in cryptocurrency, 
Smith said.

So far this Congress, mem-
bers have introduced more 
than 100 bills referencing 

cryptocurrency, blockchain, 
stablecoins or a central bank 
digital currency. Many of 
them aligned with cryptocur-
rency industry priorities, in-
cluding establishing the CFTC 
as the primary regulator and 
allowing stablecoin issuers to 
operate outside banking regu-
lations.

In the house, Financial 
Services Chairwoman Maxine 
Waters, D-Calif., and ranking 
member Patrick T. Mchenry, 
R-N.C., said they’ll work over 
August recess to reach a com-
promise on a stablecoin bill.

In the Senate, Agriculture 
Chairwoman Debbie Stabe-
now, D-Mich., and her Repub-
lican counterpart, John Booz-
man of Arkansas, this month 
introduced a bill that would 
give the CFTC jurisdiction 
over “digital commodities” 
and direct brokers, trading 
platforms and other service 
providers to register with the 
agency.

It’s too early to gauge in-
dustry lobbying on those two 
efforts, but they come on the 

heels of another bipartisan 
bill, introduced by Sens. Cyn-
thia Lummis, R-Wyo., and 
Kirsten Gillibrand, D-N.Y., 
that generated a lot of lobby-
ing interest.

Lobbying disclosures are 
an imperfect method for gaug-
ing industry interest on an is-
sue. The filings include a field 
for specific issues that were 
lobbied each quarter, but an-
swers can be as vague as “cryp-
tocurrency” or as detailed as 
specific sections or provisions 
of a bill. When a filing includes 
multiple issues, it’s impossible 
to know how much time or 
money was spent on each one.

Still, when disclosures are 
detailed, they lend insight into 
an industry’s broad policy pri-
orities.

Of the 75 second-quarter 
disclosures reviewed by CQ 
Roll Call, 42 cited specific is-
sues or legislation pursued. 
Of those, at least 14 filings, 
reporting $3 million in ex-
penditures, cited the Lummis-
Gillibrand bill as an area of 
interest.
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Rishi Sunak, Britain’s former chancellor of the Exchequer and a contender to become the country’s 
next Prime Minister and leader of the Conservative party, speaks during a Conservative Party hus-
tings event in Darlington, north east England on Tuesday. (afp)

Rivals vying to lead 
Britain clash over 
cost-of-living crisis
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Agencies 

IndIa seeks to restrict Chi-
nese smartphone makers 
from selling devices cheaper 
than 12,000 rupees ($150) to 
kickstart its faltering domes-
tic industry, dealing a blow 
to brands including Xiaomi 
Corp.

The move is aimed at 
pushing Chinese giants out 
of the lower segment of the 
world’s second-biggest mo-
bile market, according to peo-
ple familiar with the matter. 
It coincides with mounting 
concern about high-volume 
brands like Realme and Trans-
sion undercutting local manu-
facturers, they said, asking not 
to be identified discussing a 
sensitive matter.

Exclusion from India’s 

entry-level market would hurt 
Xiaomi and its peers, which in 
recent years have increasingly 
relied on India to drive growth 
while their home market en-
dures a series of Covid-19 
lockdowns that crippled con-
sumption. 

Smartphones under $150 
contributed to a third of In-
dia’s sales volume for the 
quarter through June 2022, 
with Chinese companies ac-
counting for up to 80% of 
those shipments, according to 
market tracker Counterpoint.

Xiaomi’s shares extended 
losses in the final minutes 
of trading in Hong Kong on 
Monday. It slid 3.6%, extend-
ing their decline this year to 
more than 35%. It’s unclear 
whether Prime Minister nar-
endra Modi’s government will 

announce any policies or use 
informal channels to convey 
its preference to Chinese com-
panies, the people said.

new delhi has already 
subjected Chinese firms oper-
ating in the country, such as 

Xiaomi and rivals Oppo and 
Vivo, to close scrutiny of their 
finances, which has led to tax 
demands and money launder-
ing allegations. 

The government has pre-
viously employed unofficial 

means to ban Huawei Tech-
nologies Co. and ZTE Corp. 
telecom equipment. While 
there’s no official policy pro-
hibiting Chinese networking 
gear, wireless carriers are en-
couraged to purchase alterna-
tives.

The move shouldn’t af-
fect apple or Samsung, which 
price their phones higher. 
Representatives from Xiaomi, 
Realme and Transsion didn’t 

respond to requests for com-
ment. Spokespeople from In-
dia’s technology ministry also 
didn’t respond to Bloomberg 
news inquiries.

India amped up pressure 
on Chinese firms in the sum-
mer of 2020 after more than 
a dozen Indian soldiers died 
following a clash between the 
two nuclear-armed neighbors 
on a disputed Himalayan bor-
der. It has since banned more 
than 300 apps, including Ten-
cent Holdings Ltd.’s WeChat 
and Bytedance Ltd.’s TikTok, 
as relations between the two 
countries fray.

Homegrown companies 
such as Lava and MicroMax 
comprised just under half of 
India’s smartphone sales be-
fore new entrants from the 
neighboring country disrupt-

ed the market with cheap and 
feature-rich devices.

Chinese smartphone play-
ers now sell the vast majority 
of devices in India, but their 
market dominance has not 
been “on the basis of free and 
fair competition,” India’s jun-
ior tech minister told the Busi-
ness Standard newspaper last 
week. Recurring annual losses 
posted by most Chinese hand-
set makers in India, despite 
their leading position, add to 
criticism of unfair competi-
tion.

In private, the government 
continues to ask Chinese ex-
ecutives to build local supply 
chains, distribution networks 
and export from India, sug-
gesting new delhi still very 
much wants their investment, 
the people said.

India aims to restrict sale of Chinese cheap smartphones: Report

Philippine economy expands 7.4% 
in Q2, well short of expectations

dpA 
Manila

THE Philippine economy grew 
well short of expectations in 
the second quarter as high in-
flation weighed on household 
spending and weak global 
demand and higher imports 
dampened net trade.

Gross domestic product 
grew 7.4 percent on a yearly 
basis in the second quarter, 
the Philippine Statistics au-
thority said Tuesday.

This was slower than the 
revised 8.2 percent increase 
in the first quarter and econo-
mists’ forecast of 8.6 percent. 
It also marked the weakest ex-

pansion in three quarters.
On the expenditure-side, 

household spending grew at 
a slower pace of 8.6 percent 
after rising 10 percent per-

cent quarter ago. On the other 
hand, growth in government 
expenditure accelerated to 11.1 
percent from 3.6 percent.

Exports of goods and ser-
vices climbed 4.3 percent, 
while imports grew markedly 
by 13.6 percent.

Quarter-on-quarter, GdP 
fell 0.1 percent, confounding 
expectations for an expansion 
of 0.5 percent.

The economy is facing the 
triple threat of accelerating in-
flation, rising borrowing costs 
and a relatively high debt-to-
GdP ratio, InG economist 
nicholas Mapa said.

Economic growth is set to 
settle at the lower-end of the 
government’s 6.5 percent to 
7.5 percent target.

despite the disappoint-
ing growth report, the central 
bank is likely to maintain its 
hawkish bias for the rest of the 
year, the economist added.

Capital Economics’ econ-

omist Gareth Leather said 
growth is set to remain sub-
dued in the second half of 
2022 as high commodity pric-
es, rising interest rates and 
weaker global demand drag on 
the economy.

In a separate communi-
qué, the statistical office said 
the trade deficit widened to 
$5.84 billion in June from 
$3.33 billion a year ago. In 
May, the trade shortfall was 
$5.55 billion. 

In June, growth in exports 
eased to 1 percent from 6.4 
percent in May. at the same 
time, imports advanced 26 
percent after a 30.2 percent 
rise in May.

Agencies 

THE United States govern-
ment has approved the de-
livery of the first Boeing 787 
dreamliner — nearly two 
years after production defects 
drew scrutiny and halted de-
liveries — clearing the way 
for american airlines to take 
possession, the Reuters news 
agency reported citing people 
briefed on the matter.

american airlines said it 
expects to receive its first Boe-
ing 787 delivery of the year 
as early as Wednesday and 
that the plane will enter com-
mercial service in the coming 
weeks. The plane is its first 
787 delivery since april 2021.

Earlier on Monday, the 
Federal aviation administra-
tion (Faa) said it expected 
Boeing to resume deliveries of 
its 787 in the coming days af-
ter the manufacturer made in-
spection and retrofit changes 
needed to meet certification 
standards.

Boeing shares climbed as 
much as 3.7 percent in new 
York following the announce-
ment before paring the gain. 
The stock has fallen 18 percent 
this year.

Boeing halted deliveries 
in May 2021 after the Faa 
raised concerns about its 
proposed inspection method. 
In September 2020, the Faa 
said it was investigating man-
ufacturing flaws in some 787 
jetliners.

american airlines said on 
a July earnings call it expects 
to receive nine 787s this year, 
including two in early august. 
It has 42 on order, excluding 
the plane it expects to receive 
this week.

Boeing said it continues 
“to work transparently with 
the Faa and our customers 
towards resuming 787 deliver-
ies”.

Last month, the Faa ap-
proved Boeing’s plan for spe-

cific inspections to verify the 
aeroplane meets requirements 
and that all retrofit work has 
been completed.

Boeing has about 120 
dreamliners awaiting deliv-
ery. The Faa said it “will in-
spect each aircraft before an 
airworthiness certificate is is-
sued and cleared for delivery”. 
Typically the Faa delegates 
aeroplane ticketing author-
ity to the manufacturer but in 
some instances, like the 737 
MaX, it has retained respon-
sibility for approving each new 
plane.

In the aftermath of two fa-
tal 737 MaX crashes in 2018 
and 2019, the Faa pledged to 
scrutinize Boeing more closely 
and delegate fewer responsi-

bilities to Boeing for aircraft 
certification.

On Thursday, acting Faa 
administrator Billy nolen met 
with Faa safety inspectors in 
South Carolina as the agency 
mulled whether to allow Boe-
ing to resume 787 deliveries.

Before Boeing suspended 
production, the Faa had pre-
viously issued two airworthi-
ness directives to address pro-
duction issues for in-service 
aircraft. It identified a new is-
sue in July 2021.

The planemaker had re-
sumed deliveries in March 

2021 after a five-month hia-
tus before halting them again. 
The Faa said earlier it wanted 
Boeing to ensure it “has a ro-
bust plan for the re-work that 
it must perform on a large vol-
ume of new 787s in storage” 
and that “Boeing’s delivery 
processes are stable”.

In January, Boeing dis-
closed a $3.5bn charge due to 
787 delivery delays and cus-
tomer concessions, and an-
other $1bn in abnormal pro-
duction costs stemming from 
production flaws and related 
repairs and inspections.

Boeing gets US nod to start 
delivery of 787 Dreamliner

A United Airlines Boeing 787 Dreamliner taxis to a gate at O’Hare International Airport in Chicago, Illinois. (File photo) (aFP)

dpA 
london 

WHaTSaPP is to allow users 
to leave group chats without 
notifying others and control 
who can see when they are 
online as part of a privacy 
update to the messaging app.

as part of the update, 
which is rolling out this 
month, users will also be giv-
en the ability to block people 
from taking screenshots of 
View Once messages, which 
are designed to disappear af-
ter being opened.

The screenshot blocking 
tool is currently being tested, 
Whatsapp said, and would 
be released to users soon.

Currently, when a user 
leaves a group chat a notifi-
cation appears at the bottom 
of the conversation telling 
others in the group who has 
left.

and while users are al-
ready able to turn off a fea-
ture which tells others if they 
have read a message, it has 
not been possible until now 
to hide the fact that a user 
was online and using What-
sapp.

The Meta-owned mes-
saging platform said the new 
features aimed to keep im-
proving the privacy around 
online conversations.

Some campaigners have 
raised concerns about the 
end-to-end encryption used 
on Whatsapp and some 

other platforms to secure 
conversations, arguing that it 
can allow criminals to evade 
detection.

But in a post announcing 
the Whatsapp update, Meta 
boss Mark Zuckerberg said: 
“We’ll keep building new 
ways to protect your messag-
es and keep them as private 
and secure as face-to-face 
conversations.” 

ami Vora, Whatsapp’s 
head of product, said the 
platform was focused on 
building features that “em-
power people to have more 
control and privacy over 
their messages.” 

“Over the years, we’ve 
added interlocking layers of 
protection to help keep their 
conversations secure, and 
the new features is one way 
we continue to deliver on our 
commitment to keep mes-
sages private,” she said.

“no other global messag-
ing service at this scale pro-
vides this level of security for 
their users’ messages, media, 
voice messages, video calls, 
and chat backups.

“We believe Whatsapp is 
the most secure place to have 
a private conversation. and 
to spread the word about 
these new features, we’re 
also kicking off a global cam-
paign, starting with the UK 
and India, to educate people 
about how we work to pro-
tect their private conversa-
tions on Whatsapp.”

WhatsApp unveils 
new privacy  
features to boost 
user security

Holiday Inn owner IHG sees profits 
surge on travel bounceback

dpA 
london 

THE owner of Holiday Inn 
has reported soaring half-year 
profits thanks to the bounce-
back in demand for business 
and leisure travel.

Intercontinental Hotels 
Group (IHG) reported pre-tax 
profits jumping to $299 mil-
lion in the six months to June 
30, up from $67 million a year 
earlier. Group earnings more 
than doubled to $361 million 
from $138 million.

The British market saw 
revenue per available room 
(RevPaR) - a key measure of 
performance for hotel chains 
- edge closer to levels seen 
before the pandemic struck, 

down 2 percent in the second 
quarter versus 2019, against 
a fall of 8 percent for the first 
half as a whole.

It chalked up a strong im-
provement in London sites as 
tourism bounced back, but Rev-
PaR in the capital was still down 
10 percent against 2019, while 
hotels in the regions across the 
United Kingdom were 1 percent 
higher versus 2019.

IHG said owners of its 
hotels worldwide were facing 
surging costs and staff hiring 
difficulties, but added it was 
using its central buying pro-
gramme and group scale to 
help offset this, for example by 
offering ways to change menus 
to make savings.

Some smaller hotel own-

ers in Britain have been able to 
make savings of 7 percent to 15 
percent on food costs and 10 
percent to 15 percent on drink 
costs, it said.

The group announced 
it was resuming its interim 
dividend payout following the 
bumper set of results, at a level 
that is 10 percent higher than 
the last time it was paid out 
in 2019, while it also unveiled 
further shareholder returns 
through a $500-million share 
buyback.

Keith Barr, chief execu-
tive of IHG Hotels and Re-
sorts, said: “We saw continued 
strong trading in the first half 
of 2022 with increased de-
mand for travel in most of our 
markets.

Smartphones under $150 
contributed to a third of 
India’s sales volume for 
the quarter through June 
2022, with Chinese  
companies accounting for 
up to 80% of those  
shipments

Exports of goods and  
services climbed 4.3%, 
while imports grew  
markedly by 13.6%

Boeing halted deliveries in 
May 2021 after the FAA 
raised concerns about its 
proposed inspection  
method. In September 
2020, the FAA said  
it was investigating  
manufacturing flaws in 
some 787 jetliners
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A tax credit of up to $7,500 
could be used to defray the cost 
of an electric vehicle under the 
Inflation Reduction Act now 
moving toward final approval 
in Congress.

But the auto industry is 
warning that the vast majority 
of EV purchases won’t qualify 
for a tax credit that large.

That’s mainly because of 
the bill’s requirement that, to 
qualify for the credit, an electric 
vehicle must contain a battery 
built in North America with 
minerals mined or recycled on 
the continent.

And those rules become 
more stringent over time — to 
the point where, in a few years, 
it’s possible that no EVs would 
qualify for the tax credit, says 
John Bozzella, CEO of the Alli-
ance of Automotive Innovation, 
a key industry trade group. As 
of now, the alliance estimates 
that about 50 of the 72 elec-
tric, hydrogen or plug-in hy-
brid models that are sold in the 
United States wouldn’t meet 
the requirements.

“The $7,500 credit might 
exist on paper,” Bozzella said 
in a statement, “but no vehicles 
will qualify for this purchase 
over the next few years.” The 
idea behind the requirement is 
to incentivize domestic manu-
facturing and mining, build a 
robust battery supply chain in 
North America and lessen the 
industry’s dependence on over-
seas supply chains that could be 
subject to disruptions.

Production of lithium and 
other minerals that are used 
to produce EV batteries is now 
dominated by China. And the 
world’s leading producer of co-
balt, another component of the 
EV batteries, is the Democratic 
Republic of Congo.

Though electric vehicles are 
part of a global effort to reduce 
greenhouse gas emissions, 
they require metallic elements 
known as rare earths, found 
in places like Myanmar, where 
an Associated Press investiga-
tion has found that the push for 
green energy has led to envi-
ronmental destruction.

Under the $740 billion eco-
nomic package, which passed 
the Senate over the weekend 
and is nearing approval in the 
House, the tax credits would 

take effect next year. For an 
EV buyer to qualify for the full 
credit, 40% of the metals used 
in a vehicle’s battery must come 
from North America. By 2027, 
that required threshold would 
reach 80%.

If the metals requirement 
isn’t met, the automaker and its 
buyers would be eligible for half 
the tax credit, $3,750.

A separate rule would re-
quire that half the batteries’ 
value must be manufactured 
or assembled in the North 
America. If not, the rest of the 
tax credit would be lost. Those 
requirements also grow stricter 
each year, eventually reaching 
100% in 2029. Still another 
rule would require that the EV 
itself be manufactured in North 
America, thereby excluding 
from the tax credit any vehicles 
made overseas.

Automakers generally 
don’t release where their com-
ponents come from or how 
much they cost. But it’s likely 
that some versions of Tesla’s 
Model Y SUV and Model 3 car, 
the Chevrolet Bolt car and SUV 
and the Ford Mustang Mach 

E would be eligible for at least 
part of the credit. All those ve-
hicles are assembled in North 
America.

The tax credit would be 
available only to couples with 
incomes of $300,000 or less 
or single people with income 
of $150,000 or less. And any 
trucks or SUVs with sticker 
prices above $80,000 or cars 
above $55,000 wouldn’t be 
eligible. There’s also a new 
$4,000 credit for buyers of 
used EVs, a provision that 
could help modest-income 
households go electric.

The industry says the North 
American battery supply chain 
is too small right now to meet 
the battery component require-
ments. It has proposed that 
the measure expand the list of 
countries whose battery mate-
rials would be eligible for the 
tax credit to nations that main-
tain defense agreements with 
the United States, including 
NATO members.

One component of the bill 
would require that after 2024, 
no vehicle would be eligible 
for the tax credit if its battery 

components came from China. 
Most vehicles now have some 
parts sourced in China, the al-
liance said.

Sen. Debbie Stabenow, a 
Michigan Democrat and a lead-
ing ally of Detroit automak-
ers, complained that Sen. Joe 
Manchin of West Virginia, a 
critical Democratic vote, had 
opposed any tax credits for EV 
purchases.

“I went round-and-round 
with Senator Manchin, who 
frankly didn’t support any 
credit of any kind, so this is 
a compromise,” Stabenow 
told reporters Monday. “We’ll 
work through it and make this 
as good as we can for our au-
tomakers.” Manchin, long a 
holdout Democrat who nego-
tiated terms of the deal with 
Senate Majority Leader Chuck 
Schumer, had blocked previ-
ous climate and social spending 
proposals.

Manchin’s office declined 
to comment. He told report-
ers last week that he wants au-
tomakers to “get aggressive and 
make sure that we’re extract-
ing in North America, we’re 

processing in North America 
and we put a line on China. I 
don’t believe that we should be 
building a transportation mode 
on the backs of foreign supply 
chains. I’m not going to do it.” 

Stabenow asserted that 
the bill was written by people 
who don’t understand that 
manufacturers can’t sim-
ply flip a switch and create a 
North American supply chain, 
though they are working on 
it. Numerous automakers, in-
cluding General Motors, Ford, 
Stellantis, Toyota and Hyun-
dai-Kia, have announced plans 
to build EV battery plants in 
the United States.

Katie Sweeney, executive 
vice president of the National 
Mining Association, said that 
industry leaders “like the re-
quirement that minerals for 
batteries be sourced close to 
home rather than from our 
geopolitical rivals.” “Doing 
that,” she said, “directly sup-
ports high-paying jobs here in 
the United States ... secures 
our supply chain and really en-
hances our global competitive-
ness.”

Most electric vehicles won’t 
qualify for federal tax credit

Frankfurt Airport raises 
full-year passenger outlook

DPA 
FRANKFURT

DESPITE the bottlenecks this 
summer, the operator of Frank-
furt Airport has raised its fore-
cast for annual passenger traffic 
at the German travel hub.

Instead of 39 million to 46 
million, 45 million to 50 mil-
lion passengers are expected in 
Frankfurt this year, airport ser-
vices company Fraport said of 
its home base of operations in 
an earnings report on Tuesday.

Thanks to the sale of its 
stake in China’s Xi’an Xianyang 
International Airport, day-to-
day profits, or earnings before 
interest, taxes, depreciation 
and amortization (EBITDA), 
are also expected to be higher 
than previously expected at 
€850 million to €970 million 
($867 million to $989 million), 
up from the previously advised 
€760 million to €880 million.

However, Fraport wrote 
down its stake in St Petersburg 
Airport to zero because of the 

sanctions imposed on Rus-
sia for its war in Ukraine. As a 
result, group profit this year is 
likely to reach only zero to €100 
million instead of €50 million 
to €150 million.

In the second quarter, Fra-
port increased its revenue by a 
surprisingly strong 90 percent 
to €809 million compared 
with the same period last year, 
which was dominated by the 
pandemic.

EBITDA rose by 14 percent 
to just under €338 million, 
which was higher than analysts’ 
average expectations.

However, earnings attrib-
utable to shareholders fell by 
more than 30 percent to just 
over €59 million as a result of 
the Russia writedown.

“The strong and dynamic 
recovery in passenger traffic 
poses some major operational 
challenges for us. Unfortunate-
ly, this also results in recurrent 
delays,” said chief executive 
Schulte, referring to the present 
situation in Frankfurt.

China’s gamers hit pause button amid few releases, tough economy
AGENCIES 

BEFORE China began crack-
ing down on video games, 
Zhang “Yvan” Yifan had no 
shortage of new titles to play.

These days, Zhang and his 
friends struggle to find games 
that grab their interest, after 
authorities implemented a 
nine-month freeze on issuing 
licences amid concerns about 
rising addiction in the world’s 
most populous nation.

So far this year, the Chi-
nese market has released just 
105 new games, compared 
with 755 titles in 2021, and 
more than 9,300 in 2017.

“Most of my friends like 
playing competitive first-per-
son shooter games,” Zhang, a 
university student in Beijing, 
told Al Jazeera. “But we can-
not find a game we all want to 
play these days. Having fewer 
games to choose from is re-
ally sad to me.” Zhang’s frus-
tration is reflected in falling 
sales across the sector.

Video game revenues in 
the first half of 2022 fell for 
the first time since data be-
came available in 2008, de-
clining 1.8 percent to 147.8 
billion yuan ($21.9bn), ac-
cording to industry figures 
published by the China Au-
dio-Video and Digital Pub-
lishing Association and the 
Gaming Industry Research 
Institute of China. Exclud-
ing overseas sales, revenue 
shrank a steeper 4.25 percent.

China’s slowing economy 
under “zero COVID” has com-
pounded the sector’s woes, 
with many young people find-
ing they have less money for 
non-essential purchases such 
as video games.

The world’s second-larg-
est economy barely avoided 
contraction in the last quar-
ter, growing just 0.4 percent, 
as authorities continued to 
roll out harsh lockdowns to 
control the spread of COV-
ID-19.

In June, youth unemploy-
ment hit 19.3 percent, the 
highest level on record.

For Jon, a 29-year-old 
Shanghai resident who often 
plays mobile games such as 
Honor of Kings, the dicey eco-
nomic conditions have meant 
cutting back on his hobby.

“I spend less on games 
now than I used to, even 
though I earn more now than 
in previous years,” Jon, who 
asked to be referred to by his 
English first name, told Al Ja-
zeera.

“That’s because I’m wor-
ried I’ll have to save more 
during these uncertain times, 
because I might be put under 
lockdown or face unemploy-
ment.” Free-to-download 
games have not escaped the 
downturn either. Popular mo-
bile titles such as Fate/Grand 
Order and Azur Lane rely on 
in-game purchases by players 
trying to get a leg up on their 
peers to make money.

“The economy and the job 
market are really bad,” Wang 
Liang, a 22-year-old univer-
sity student in Beijing who 
enjoys first-person shooters, 
told Al Jazeera.

“So most gamers like me 
will inevitably have less dis-
posable income to spend on 
games.” The sector’s current 
difficulties follow an even 
rockier 2021. Under a sweep-
ing regulatory crackdown on 

the sector, Beijing introduced 
time limits for online gam-
ing by minors and real-name 
verification rules to prevent 
anonymous in-game pur-
chases.

Although the end of a 
nine-month freeze on new ti-
tles in April provided a glim-
mer of hope for the industry, 
the number of releases has 
been a trickle compared with 
previous years.

The two biggest domestic 
players, Tencent Holdings 
and NetEase, which together 
account for about 60 percent 
of the market, and foreign 
publishers have yet to have a 
single title approved for re-
lease.

“Although many dozens 
of titles have been approved, 
these resourceful players who 
understand the Chinese gam-
ing market and tastes of the 

players very well have not 
been able to launch new ti-
tles,” Nir Kshetri, an econom-
ics professor at the University 
of North Carolina at Greens-
boro who has researched Chi-
na’s gaming industry, told Al 
Jazeera.

The industry’s declining 
fortunes mark a sharp rever-
sal for the once thriving in-
dustry.

In 2017, China became 

the world’s gaming capital on 
the back of popular smart-
phone titles such as Honor of 
Kings and Fantasy Westward 
Journey, taking almost one-
quarter of the $101.1bn global 
market, according to research 
by venture capital firm Atom-
ico.

Despite the regulatory and 
economic challenges, Chi-
na’s gaming market raked in 
296.5 billion yuan ($46.6bn) 
in sales revenue in 2021 over-
all, up 6.4 percent from the 
previous year, according to 
official government data.

China’s e-sports sector 
the same year was worth an 
estimated $403.1m, making 
it the largest market on earth, 
according to research by Niko 
Partners.

Some industry figures 
see this strong foundation as 
cause to be optimistic about 
the future.

The co-founder and COO 
of a Tencent-owned gaming 
studio, who spoke on con-
dition of anonymity, said 
greater regulation had been 
needed and the easing of the 
licensing freeze was a cause 
for hope.

“There are still many ways 
to stimulate the market,” the 
co-founder told Al Jazeera, 
pointing to in-app purchases 
and advertising, greater ef-
ficiency in production, and 
emerging technologies like 
VR and the metaverse as po-
tential solutions.

QNA
DOHA

BARWA Real Estate Com-
pany on Tuesday announced 
that it registered a 0.73 per-
cent increase in its net prof-
its for the first half of 2022 
to hit QR536.872 million in 
comparison to QR532.961 
million for the same period 
of the previous year.

A statement from the 
company published Tues-

day on the Qatar Stock 
Exchange website said the 
Earnings per share (EPS) 
amounted to QR 0.138 ver-
sus QR 0.137 for the same 
period of 2021.

Founded in 2005 with 
a total capital hovering 
around QR 3.89 billion, 
Barwa established itself as 
one of the pioneering com-
panies operating in the real 
estate sector and invest-
ments in Qatar.

Barwa Real Estate 
net profit up 0.73% 
to QR536.872 mn 
in 2022 first half
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GMC Hummer electric vehicles on the production line at General Motors’ Factory ZERO all-electric vehicle assembly plant in Detroit. (File photo) 

People play online games at an internet cafe in Fuyang, Anhui province, China. (File photo)
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Serena Williams  
announces  
her retirement 
from tennis 
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On behalf of HH the Amir, HE Sheikh Joaan attends 
5th Islamic Solidarity Games’ opening ceremony

QNA
KONYA (TURKEY)

ON behalf of HH the Amir 
Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al 
Thani, HE President of the Qa-
tar Olympic Committee (QOC) 
Sheikh Joaan bin Hamad Al 
Thani attended the inaugural 
ceremony of the 5th edition of 
the Islamic Solidarity Games 
being held in the Turkish city 
of Konya on Tuesday evening 
in the presence of HE Presi-
dent of the Republic of Turkey 
Recep Tayyip Erdogan, a num-
ber of presidents of Islamic 
states, heads of governments 
and guests.

During his attendance at 
the ceremony, HE President of 
the Qatar Olympic Committee 
Sheikh Joaan bin Hamad Al 
Thani conveyed the greetings 
of HH the Amir to HE the Pres-
ident of the sisterly Republic 
of Turkey, and His Highness’s 
wishes to the brotherly Turk-
ish people of further progress 
and prosperity.

For his part, HE the Turk-
ish President entrusted HE 
Sheikh Joaan with his greet-
ings to HH the Amir, wishing 
His Highness good health and 
happiness, and the Qatari peo-
ple further progress, develop-
ment and prosperity.

HE Sheikh Joaan bin 
Hamad Al Thani also attended 
the dinner banquet hosted by 
HE Turkish President Recep 
Tayyip Erdogan in honour 
of the guests of the inaugural 
ceremony of the 5th Islamic 
Solidarity Games.

The State of Qatar is repre-
sented at the Games by 112 male 
and female athletes in 14 group 
and individual disciplines. 

Hemeida wins Qatar’s 
first gold 

Bassem Hemeida clinched 
Qatra’s first gold medal at 
Games in Konya on Tuesday 
as he outperformed home 
hero and former Olympic 
bronze medallist Yasmani 
Copello in the men’s 400m 
hurdles final. 

Hemeida won the gold in 

48.67 seconds at the Konya 
Metropolitan Stadium as 
Copello clocked a time of 

48.86 secs to win the silver. 
Algeria’s Lahoulou Abdelma-
lik came third in 49.15 secs.

HE Sheikh Joaan bin Hamad Al Thani, President, Qatar Olympic  
Committee.

Team Qatar athletes’ contingent during the opening ceremony of the 5th Islamic Solidarity Games at the Konya Metropolitan Stadium in Konya, 
Turkey on Tuesday. 

Qatar’s Bassem Hemeida after winning the men’s 400m hurdles gold 
at the 5th Islamic Solidarity Games in Konya, Turkey.

Qatar’s Bassem Hemeida in action in the men’s 400m hurdles event of the 5th Islamic Solidarity Games in Konya, Turkey on Tuesday. 

The Qatar national flag being raised during the men’s 400m hurdles 
medal ceremony. Qatar’s Bassem Hemeida won the gold.

Boundejah saves Al Sadd the blushes; reigning 
champs held to a draw by 10-man Umm Salal

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

DEFENDING champions Al 
Sadd were saved the blush-
es by their Algerian striker 
Baghdad Bounedjah in their 
1-1 draw against a 10-man 
Umm Salal in their Week 2 of 
the 2022-2023 season QNB 
Stars League at the Khalifa 
International Stadium on 
Tuesday.

Both sides registered their 
first points of the season after 
settling for a stalemate. Umm 
Salal led 1-0 at half time.

Umm Salal shot ahead 
through Joao Teixeira (45+2 
minute) before Baghdad 
Bounedjah scored the equal-
izer for Al Sadd in the 63rd 
minute.

Watched by their star play-
er and the Qatar national team 
captain Hassan Al Haydos 
and others from the stands, 
Al Sadd still remained off-
colour missing many of their 
big names now training with 
the national team ahead of the 
forthcoming FIFA World Cup 
Qatar 2022.

As early as the 14th minute 
of play Umm Salal defender 
Abdullah Khafifi was flashed 
with a red following a VAR de-
cision.

Khafifi was first penalised 
with a yellow by the referee 
Saoud Ali Al Athba for a ‘hand-
ball’ incident when Al Sadd’s 

Andre Ayew was alone and 
charging towards the goal. Al 
Sadd were then to take a free 
kick before the referee again 

had a recheck on the TV moni-
tor only to change his deci-
sion cancelling the yellow and 
showing red.

In the 44th minute, a set 
piece cross saw Bounedjah 
produce a header but it sailed 
over the bar.

Umm Salal hit back two 
minutes later as their skipper 
Jonathan Kodjia made a fine 
move from the right passing the 
ball to a lurching Joao Teixiera 
to head home for the lead.

In the second half, Al Sadd 
made several attempts to 
make amends and Umm Salal 
responded through counter-
attacks by the trio of Teixeira, 
Kodjia and Sardor Rashidov, 
who threatened Al Sadd’s goal 
but with no success.

The equaliser then fol-
lowed much against the run 
of play and in dashing style as 
Bounedjah sent in a 20-yard 
rasping shot taken from out-
side the box and into the far 
corner that beat the goalkeep-
er to his left.

Bounedjah then again 
came close to scoring in the 
65th minute but his header 
again sailed over the top goal 
bar much to their new Span-
iard coach Juan Manuel Lillo’s 
dismay.

A similar action happened 

in the dying minutes for Umm 
Salal when substitute Atef 
Zaghbani’s shot went over.

While Umm Salal had lost 
their opening match 0-1 to 
Al Ahli, reigning champions 
Al Sadd were done in 3-4 by 
Second Division champions 
Al Markhiya in the opening 
match of the new season.

Al Markhiya hold  
Qatar SC 1-1

In the other match of the even-
ing played at the Education 
City Stadium, table toppers Al 
Markhiya held Qatar SC 1-1.

While Badr Benoun put 
Qatar SC ahead in the 45+3’ 
through a penalty, Aymen 
Hussein fetched the equaliser 
for Al Markhiya in the 57th 
minute.

Al Markhiya also suffered 
a red card shown to Ayoub 
Azzi in the final minutes of the 
match.

Both sides collected a point 
each and the newly-promoted 
Al Markhiya currently top 
the points tally with 4 points 
to their credit. Al Wakrah, Al 
Arabi, Al Gharafa, Al Ahli and 
Al Shamal have three points 
each, while Al Sadd, Umm 
Salal and Qatar SC have a 
point each.

Al Sadd’s Baghdad Bounedjah in action during the second round QNB 
Stars League match against Umm Salal on Tuesday. The match ended 
in a 1-1 draw.

Olympic high jump gold medallists Mutaz Barshim of Qatar and Italy’s 
Gianmarco Tamberi during a media conference on Tuesday, the eve  
of the Wanda Diamond League Meeting in Monaco.

Barshim leads the high  
jump field at Monaco

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

QATAR’S world and Olympic 
champion high jump star Mu-
taz Essa Barshim at the Wan-
da Diamond League meet-
ing to be held in Monaco on 
Wednesday.

Barshim heads the field as-
sembled in Monaco – which 
includes the top six from Or-
egon world championships. 
Barshim renews his rivalry 
with fellow Olympic gold 
medallist Italian Gianmarco 
Tamberi and fellow world 
medallists South Korean Woo 
Sanghyeok and Ukrainian An-
driy Protsenko.

Meanwhile in other dis-

ciplines, the Jamaican pair 
of Shelley-Ann Fraser-Pryce 
and Shericka Jackson will 
extend their rivalry in Mo-
naco, fresh from respective 
victories in the 100m and 
200m in Silesia at the week-
end, where world champion 
Fraser-Pryce set a world-
leading time of 10.66 to win 
the short sprint.

Other world champions on 
the track in Monaco include 
two-time Olympic champion 
Shaunae Miller-Uibo, in an in-
triguing match-up with USA’s 
Olympic 200m bronze med-
allist Gabby Thomas and the 
new Commonwealth Games 
champion Sada Williams over 
one lap.
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ISCO is determined to prove 
he is still capable of perform-
ing at an elite level after end-
ing his spell in the Real Madrid 
wilderness by joining Sevilla.

The midfielder, a five-time 
Champions League winner who 
made 353 appearances during 
a nine-year spell with Los Blan-
cos, fell out of favour following 
Carlo Ancelotti’s return to the 
Santiago Bernabeu last year.

He left the Spanish capital 
following the expiration of his 
contract in June, having made 
just three starts during Ma-
drid’s double-winning 2021-
22 campaign, playing just 406 
minutes in all competitions.

Sevilla swooped to sign the 
30-year-old on a free transfer 
on Monday, and Isco hopes the 
move will revitalise his career.

“I want to show the level 
that I have and that I have 
never lost.

It’s normal for there to be 
doubts, but I’ll take care of 
dispelling them,” he told the 
club’s media channels Tuesday 
after signing a two-year deal.

“It has been a difficult 
summer, different. I’ve had 
too many vacations, I’ve tak-
en advantage of them to get 
in shape and now I can’t wait 
to play again, which I haven’t 
done for a while.

“I’m not complaining, I’ve 
been lucky because I’ve played 
for big clubs and I’ve won al-
most everything, but I don’t 
like to think too much about 
the past but about what’s to 
come.” 

Isco’s arrival in Seville will 
see him reunited with a famil-
iar face in Julen Lopetegui, 
who coached him at Madrid 
in 2018 and during a spell as 
Spain boss between 2016 and 
2018.  And the playmaker is 
excited to work with him at 
the Estadio Ramon Sanchez 
Pizjuan, adding: “He has al-
ways trusted me and I like his 

football, what he proposes. It 
is a football that is more suit-
able for my style.

“I thank him for his confi-
dence, which for a footballer is 
paramount.

The confidence he has giv-
en me, it has always been the 
maximum. Now it’s up to me 
to restore his confidence on 
the pitch and show him that 
he’s not wrong.” 

Isco could make his Sevilla 
debut when they begin their 
LaLiga campaign at Osasuna 
on Friday. 

Wijnaldum joins  
Mourinho’s Roma after 
tough first season at PSG
Georginio Wijnaldum has 
joined forces with Jose Mour-
inho at Roma on a season-long 
loan deal after a difficult first 
year at Paris Saint-Germain.

The Serie A club confirmed 
the signing of Wijnaldum on 
Friday, just over a year after he 
moved to PSG from Liverpool 
as a free agent.

Roma have the option to 
sign the Netherlands midfield-
er on a permanent basis at the 
end of the 2022-23 campaign.

His arrival comes on a day 
fellow midfielder Jordan Vere-
tout left the Giallorossi to join 
Ligue 1 side Marseille.

Wijnaldum was signed by 
PSG in June 2021 after his 
Reds contract expired, with 
the French giants muscling 
in when it had looked like he 
would join long-time admirers 
Barcelona.

Sports

Brahimi boost for Al Wakrah 
ahead of Al Sailiya clash

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

YACINE Brahimi will lead Al 
Gharafa’s line-up when they 
take on Al Wakrah in the sec-
ond round of the QNB Stars 
League 2022-2023 season 
at the Khalifa International 
Stadium on Wednesday at 
5.30pm.

The Algerian star with 66 
international caps joined the 
team from Al Rayyan on a spe-
cial deal. 

Al Gharafa have also made 
a winning start to the league 
beating Al Sailiya 2-1 in the 
first round. 

Both Al Gharafa and Al 
Wakrah, who shocked last 
season’s runners-up Al Du-
hail first up, therefore start on 
an even keel and a strong and 
equal match and certainly one 
of the top attractions of this 
round awaits them.

The Cheetahs’ (Al Gharafa) 
Italian coach coach Andrea 
Stramaccioni, however, feels 
his team needs to do better. “Al 
Wakrah are technically good 
with the presence of their dis-
tinguished coach (Marquez 
Lopez). They have Austral-
ian defender (Trent Sainsbury) 
who is also very good. Current-
ly, I think we are required to do 
better than what we did against 
Al Sailiya in order to achieve a 
positive result. I think it will be 
a high-level match.

“The team depends on 
young players, and we played 
against Al Sailiya with eight 
players under the age of 23 and 
we need some experienced play-
ers to lead the young players. 

“We promise to provide 
our best performance against 
Al Wakrah, and we always play 
the same way, whether against 
Al Sailiya or any team, which 
is 3-4-3.”

For his part, Al Ghara-
fa’s Algerian defender Me-
hdi Taherat, said: “We have a 
great opportunity in the match 
with the participation of Ya-
cine Brahimi, who will help us 
with his great experience.”

Al Wakrah, under Spanish 
coach Marquez Lopez, boast 
of outstanding players, espe-
cially Angolan Jacinto Dala, 
who scored a brace against Al 
Duhail. 

Expect The Blue Waves (Al 
Wakrah) to pose a bigger chal-
lenge to The Cheetahs.

For the record, Al Wakrah 
had finished third on the table 
last season while Al Gharafa 
were fifth.

Al Sailiya face Al Shamal 
in search of first win

In the other clash of the even-

ing, Al Sailiya will meet Al 
Shamal at the Education City 
Stadium at 7.40pm.

While Al Shamal will look 
to build on their good start 
they have had with an open-
ing 1-0 win over Al Rayyan, 
Al Sailiya will aim to log their 
first three points, having lost 
1-2 to Al Gharafa.

Unlike the scoreline would 
suggest, Al Sailiya had a very 
challenging match against 
Al Gharafa in the first round. 
Their star Mohanad Ali made 
a strong impression and along 
with Giannis Fetfatzidis will 
look to make it good against Al 
Shamal.

Al Sailiya coach Sami Tra-
belsi will also be aiming for his 
players to get a positive result 
having begun the hard work.

“The problem we have is 
conceding goals and our de-
fence lacks focus.God-will-

ing, our problems will be less 
than last year and we hope 
to solve them quickly,” said 
Trabelsi.

Al Shamal in contrast will 
be aware of Al Sailiya’s capa-
bilities. Al Shamal coach Hi-
cham Zahid, said, “Our play-
ers know their responsibilities 
and I thank them for their fo-
cus. Also the club’s fans who 
keep supporting the team and 
we await their presence in the 
next game.” .

Al Shamal will have the 
force in Amjad Atwan, Yacine 
Bammou, Salmeen Atiq, Ma-
tias Nani, Loic Landre and 
Majed Mohammed.

Al Sailiya are likely to rely 
on the same line-up that played 
against Al Gharafa, with Abdul-
qadir Ilyas, Sergio Vittor, Saeed 
Al Haj, Carlos Strandberg and 
Kara Mbodji joining forces with 
Mohanad Ali.

Al Gharafa’s Algerian star Yacine Brahimi (centre) with teammates during a training session on Tuesday ahead of their Wednesday QNB Stars 
League clash against Al Wakrah.

Al Wasmiyah Racing’s Al Ghadeer wins 
Al Rayyan Cup; Soko retains Doha Cup

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

THE Deauville racecourse was 
the scene of action for two top 
races for Purebred Arabian 
races sponsored by the Qa-
tar Racing & Equestrian Club 
(QREC) on Tuesday.

In the colours of Al Was-
miyah Racing, Al Ghadeer (Al 
Mourtajez x Gharraa) stormed 
to land Group 1 Purebred Ara-
bian victory at only his second 
time of asking when lifting the 
Al Rayyan Cup (Prix Kesber-
oy) (Gr.1 PA) over 2,000m for 
3YOs, having dominated the 
field by five and half lengths. 

Franccois Rohaut’s trainee 
was ridden to top success by 
Christophe Soumillon. 

Nearly 30 minutes later, in 
the following race, the Royal 
Cavalry of Oman-owned Soko 
(Nieshan x Saka), under Cris-
tian Demuro, managed to 
defend his title and grip the 
Doha Cup (Prix Manganate) 
(Gr.1 PA), over 2,000m for 
4-year-old and older Purebred 
Arabians for the second year 
in a row. 

Hussain Ali Al Fadalah, 
Minister Plenipotentiary 
of the Embassy of Qatar in 
France, was present at Dou-
ville and crowned the winners 
of the two races, in presence of 
Olivier Delloye, Managing Di-
rector of France Galop.

Al Ghadeer Rising Star 
Purchased by Al Wasmiyah 
Racing following his debut 
second place three-weeks-ago, 
Al Ghadeer wasted no time 
in repaying connections and 
romped clear to victory. Trans-
ferred to the stable of François 
Rohaut since his debut effort, 

the talented colt’s success was 
the second leg of double in the 
race for his trainer, who took 
this contest last year with Her 
Excellency Sheikha Reem bint 
Mohammed bin Khalifa Al 
Thani’s Samlla (Assy).

Once out from the gate, the 
April-born colt was settled to-
wards the rear of the five run-
ners through the opening stag-
es. Keen in the backstraight, 
Al Ghadeer ranged up to the 
heels of the leader Monaasib 
(Dahess). Travelling excep-
tionally well into the straight, 
the colt cruised through to 
lead under Soumillon and was 
never in trouble. Reversing 
the placings with Joe Star (Al 

Mourtajez), who has beaten 
Al Ghadeer on debut, the colt 
prevailed by five and a half 
lengths. Monaasib took third, 
an incredible sixteen lengths 
behind the runner-up.

Speaking after the race, 
the winning trainer, said: “He 
is extremely talented. We saw 
last year with Samlla what 
these Arabian horses can do. 
They are becoming more and 
more like thoroughbreds.

This is just the start of things 
to come with him. He has only 
run once before today and we 
are excited for the future.” 

Soko retains Doha Cup 

A superb winner of Doha Cup 
last year and carrying the colours 
of the Royal Cavalry of Oman, 
the five-year-old, retained his 
crown in a thrilling finish of the 
Gr.1 (PA) Doha Cup.

Now trained by Elizabeth 
Bernard, the dual Gr.1 (PA) 
winner has enjoyed an excellent 
start to his domestic campaign 
and was following up on his 
easy Gr.3 (PA) success at La-
Teste-De-Buch a month ago.

A small but select field of 
six went to post for the 2,000m 
contest and it was Soko who set 
the early fractions in his usual, 
enthusiastic style. With lit-
tle change throughout, Soko’s 
jockey, Cristian Demuro asked 

him for an effort at the top of 
the straight. 

Courageous, Soko defend-
ed the lead from the persistent 
challenge of eventual runner-
up, HH Sheikh Abdullah bin 
Khalifa Al Thani’s Abbes (TM 
Fred Texas) and passed the 
post with a half a length to 
spare. The nine-year-old leg-
end of Arabian racing, Ebraz 
(Amer), owned by HE Sheikha 
Reem bint Mohammed bin 
Khalifa Al Thani, made an ex-
cellent stable debut for Fran-
çois Rohaut and took third 
place, just over a length be-
hind Abbes.

Speaking to Equidia after 
the race, the winning trainer 

Elizabeth Bernard said: “Soko 
is the most adorable horse, 
and it is a pleasure to deal with 
daily. He must be a dream ride 
for any jockey and knows ex-
actly what is required. He has 

a fantastic attitude and loves 
a battle. Cristian gave him the 
perfect ride. As a jockey he has 
so many qualities and I love 
the way he listens to all the in-
dications I give him.”

Al Wasmiyah Racing’s Al Ghadeer crosses the winning post to land 
the Group 1 Purebred Arabian victory at only his second time of  
asking at the Deauville Racecourse in France on Tuesday.

Hussain Ali Al Fadalah, Minister Plenipotentiary of the Embassy of Qatar in France, crowned the winners of Al Rayyan Cup at Deauville on Tuesday.

Royal Cavalry of Oman’s Soko won in a thrilling finish to retain his 
crown in the Gr.1 (PA) Doha Cup at the Deauville Racecourse in 
France on Tuesday.

Isco determined 
to prove doubters 
wrong after Sevilla 
move from Real
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Rohit reveals catalyst for India’s 
aggressive approach in T20Is

CAPTAIN Rohit Sharma 
shed light on India’s 
recent change in ap-
proach in T20Is, the 
transition after the T20 

World Cup last year and his re-
lationship with Rahul Dravid.

Ever since Rohit Sharma 
took over as captain of India 
in the shorter format, there 
has been a visible change in 
the style in which they play 
T20Is. The Indian team had 
come under criticism in the 
past for their restrained ap-
proach to the shortest format, 
but the last two series against 
England and West Indies have 
shown that there has been a 
conscious effort to play a more 
attacking brand of cricket.

Ahead of the tournament 
that’s key to preparation for 
the T20 World Cup, the skip-
per while appearing on Star 
Sports show ‘Follow the Blues’ 
spoke about the transition 
since India’s shock exit from 
the Super 12 of the T20 World 
Cup last year.

“I don’t know what next to 
expect but for me particularly, 
it’s just about getting bet-
ter every day as a team,” said 
Rohit. “No matter if you win 
or lose the series, that cannot 
take priority. What should 
take priority is if we are getting 
better as a team.”

“The team’s goal is impor-
tant and then obviously parts 
in it where the individuals 
come into play and play the 
role in the team’s success. But 
whatever the team is trying to 
do, the individuals need to buy 
into that thought process and 
work towards that direction.

“We have made it very 
clear after the T20 World 
Cup in Dubai when we didn’t 
qualify (for the semi-final). 
We felt that there needs to be 
a change in our attitude, in our 
approach to how we play the 
game.

“We had a clear message 
given to the boys and they 
were ready to accept that 
challenge. At the same time, 
we need to remember that 
when you are trying to do new 
things, there will be some fail-
ures. It doesn’t mean that you 
take a step back.”

Since the T20 World Cup 
last year, India have not been 
shy with experimenting with 
their squads. While injury 
and workload management 
have played a part in it, Rohit 
made it clear that he wants to 
create a strong bench that can 
be called to do the job when 
required.

“We play lot of cricket, 
so there will be injuries and 
workload management, so we 
have to rotate players,” added 
Rohit. “But it gives our bench 
strength to go and play the 
game, which is why we could 
try so many other guys who 
are ready to take that interna-

tional stage and perform.
“We want to create our 

bench strength, we want to 
make sure that India’s future 
is in safe hands. That’s the 
planning that we are trying to 
have.”

Apart from the change in 
captaincy, India had a new 
coach since the end of the T20 
World Cup 2021, with Ravi 
Shastri making way for Rahul 
Dravid. The bond between 
the new skipper and coach 
goes way back to Rohit’s ODI 
debut, when Dravid was the 
skipper of India at the time. 

Rohit elaborated on the 
relationship between the two 
and the conversations they 
have had since taking over the 
reins of Indian cricket.

“When he became the 
coach here, we met and sat 
together in a room for a while 
and decided how we want to 
take this team forward,” Rohit 
added. 

“He was pretty much on 
the same thought process as 
me. That made it easier for 
me to give out a clear message 
to the boys because the coach 
and captain always need to be 

on the same page for the team 
to move in the same direction.

“One thing we have de-
cided and have in common 
is we want to send the right 
messages and we don’t want 
to create any confusion in the 
group. 

“That’s something we 
spoke about and of course, 
we wanted to change the style 
of cricket as well. We wanted 
to play in a certain way in all 
three formats and he was 
ready to accept all of that.”

Rohit is now gearing up 
for his first tournament as the 

permanent captain, Asia Cup 
2022. It comes a full circle for 
Rohit, who four years ago led 
India to the same title in 2018 
while filling in for Kohli as 
skipper. 

India will have one eye on 
the T20 World Cup as well, 
a tournament they haven’t 
laid their hands on since the 
inaugural edition in 2007. 
More importantly, Rohit and 
the coach will be keen to end 
the senior men’s team’s ICC 
trophy drought that began in 
2013 when they last won the 
Champions Trophy. (ICC)

India’s Rohit Sharma arrives to bat during a practice session before the fourth T20I match between West Indies and India at the Central  
Broward Regional Park in Lauderhill, Florida, USA, last Friday. (AFP)

NEW DELHI: Former Indian 
skipper and ex-chairman of the 
selection committee Krishna-
machari Srikkanth said that 
had he been the chairman 
of selectors currently, pacer 
Mohammed Shami would have 
been a part of Men in Blue’s 
squad for upcoming Asia Cup 
2022, which will take place 
from August 27 onwards.
The All-India Senior Selec-
tion Committee on Monday 
announced the 14-members 
squad for the upcoming Asia 
Cup. The much-anticipated 
Asia Cup cricket tournament 
will take place from August 
27 this year. “In my team, 
Shami was literally there. If 
I was the Chairman of the 
selection committee, I think 
Shami would have been there 
and probably, I would not have 
gone with Ravi Bishnoi. But 
I still believe that Axar Patel 
was a serious contender in my 
team. It would have been a big 
toss-up between Axar Patel and 
Ashwin,” said Srikkanth during 

the show ‘Follow The Blues’ on 
Star Sports.
Srikkanth opined that the 
squad is good but needs one 
more medium pacer. He also 
felt that Axar Patel should have 
made the squad.
“I am very happy for Deepak 
Hooda - he can bowl a bit, 
he is a good hitter and he’s a 
good striker of the ball. Other-
wise, this squad is a fantastic 
squad, only feel bad for Axar 
Patel. I still believe that he’s a 
good bowling all-rounder, may 
be in Australia conditions. I am 
not going for just the Asia Cup, 
but yes, this must be a blue-
print for the ICC T20 World Cup 
also,” he added.
Former Indian wicketkeeper 
and ex-chief of selectors 
Kiran More also said that the 
event will be special for Virat 
Kohli since he needs to make 
a comeback. “It has been too 
many innings. The other bats-
men also have been performing 
really well. Overall, the squad 
looks good, and well-balanced. 

There are good all-rounders too 
– R Ashwin has been batting 
well. Definitely, Axar Patel has 
been performing well through-
out the year too.
I like the team combination 
and I was really happy with Ravi 
Bishnoi’s selection. It brought 
a variation to the team. This is 
a good team. I am also happy 
for Arshdeep Singh. He has 
been performing well in the IPL 
against West Indies,”  
he added.
Asia Cup will start from August 
27 and end on September 11. 
The much-anticipated match 
between India and Pakistan will 
take place on August 28.
The 15th edition of the tourna-
ment will be played in the UAE 
between six teams (main event). 
Defending champions India are 
also the most successful team, 
having won the trophy seven 
times. While the last edition 
of the tournament was held in 
an ODI format, this edition will 
feature the T20 format.
The six teams are divided into 

two groups with India, Pakistan 
and a qualifying team in Group 
A; and Sri Lanka, Bangladesh 
and Afghanistan forming Group 
B. Each team plays the other 
once in the group stage with 
the top two teams from each 
group advancing to the Super 
4 round. The top 2 teams from 
Super 4 will qualify for the final.
India’s squad for Asia Cup: Ro-
hit Sharma (Captain), KL Ra-
hul (vice-captain), Virat Kohli, 
Suryakumar Yadav, Deepak 
Hooda, Rishabh Pant (wicket-
keeper), Dinesh Karthik 
(wicket-keeper), Hardik 
Pandya, Ravindra Jadeja, R. 
Ashwin, Yuzvendra Chahal, 
Ravi Bishnoi, Bhuvneshwar 
Kumar, Arshdeep Singh and 
Avesh Khan.
Jasprit Bumrah and Harshal 
Patel were not available for se-
lection owing to injuries. They 
are currently undergoing rehab 
at the NCA in Bengaluru.
Shreyas Iyer, Axar Patel and 
Deepak Chahar have been 
named as standbys. (ANI)

We felt that there needs to be a 
change in our attitude, in our 
approach to how we play the 
game. We had a clear message 
given to the boys and they were 
ready to accept that challenge.  
No matter if you win or lose the 
series, that cannot take priority. 
What should take priority is if we 
are getting better as a team. 
India captain Rohit Sharma

Rudi Koertzen: The cricket umpire with the ‘deadly’ finger.

Rudi Koertzen, former 
ICC elite-panel umpire, 

dies in car accident
AGENCIES

RUDI Koertzen, the former 
South African umpire who was 
part of the ICC’s elite panel, 
has died aged 73. He died in 
a car accident while driving 
from Cape Town to Despatch 
in Eastern Cape in South Af-
rica, where he lived with his 
family, reports ESPNCricinfo.

Koertzen’s son, Rudi Ko-
ertzen jr, confirmed the news. 
“He went on a golf tournament 
with some of his friends, and 
they were expected to come 

back on Monday, but it seems 
they decided to play another 
round of golf,” Koertzen Jr 
told Algoa FM News, a South 
African website.

Koertzen was part of the 
ICC’s elite panel of umpires 
for eight years from 2002 and 
officiated in 331 international 
matches, a record at the time 
of his retirement in 2010, 
which has since been bro-
ken by Pakistan’s Aleem Dar. 
Along with Dar and West In-
dies’ Steve Bucknor, Koertzen 
was one of three umpires to 
stand in over 100 Tests.

“It is a very big loss fore-
most for his family and then 
for South Africa and cricket,” 
Dar said of Koertzen’s death. 

“I stood in so many games 
with him. He was not only very 
good as an umpire but also an 
excellent colleague, always 
very cooperative on field and 
also always willing to help off 

the field. Because of the way he 
was, he was also well-respect-
ed by players.”

Fellow South African um-
pire Marais Erasmus said: 
“Rudi was such a strong char-
acter, physically and men-
tally. He paved the way for 
South African umpires to get 
to the world stage. Made us 
all believe it’s possible. A true 
legend. As a young umpire, I 
learnt a lot from him.”

At the age of 43, Koertzen’s 
first international series was 
India’s tour of South Africa 

in 1992-93; his first game was 
the second ODI in Gqeberha 
(then Port Elizabeth). 

He went on to become one 
of the best and most well-re-
spected umpires in the world, 
and won praise in September 
1999 for refusing a bribe to ma-
nipulate a match between West 
Indies and India in Singapore. 

After retiring as an inter-
national umpire in 2010, Ko-
ertzen published a book, Slow 
Death: Memoirs of a Cricket 
Umpire (with Chris Schoe-
man), in which he addressed 
the 2007 World Cup final. 

Koertzen went by the nick-
name “Slow Death” because 
of the amount of time he took 
to raise his finger while giving 
a batter out. The last repre-
sentative game Koertzen stood 
in was in 2011, an IPL match 
between Royal Challenger 
Bangalore and Chennai Super 
Kings in Bengaluru.

Rudi Koertzen with a trophy presented to him after his final Test.  
(Image courtesy ICC/Getty Images)

In an international career spanning 18 years, he offici-
ated in 331 matches, the second-most for an umpire.

SHAMI SHOULD HAVE BEEN IN INDIA’S ASIA CUP SQUAD: SRIKKANTH

Serena announces her retirement from tennis

PA MEDIA/DPA
LONDON 

SERENA Williams has an-
nounced her imminent retire-
ment from tennis.

The 23-time Grand Slam 
champion won her first singles 
match for more than a year at 
the National Bank Open in To-
ronto late Monday but has re-
vealed in a first-person piece for 
Vogue that she has decided to 
end her career.

“I have never liked the word 
‘retirement. Maybe the best 
word to describe what I’m up 
to is ‘evolution.’  I’m here to tell 
you that I’m evolving away from 
tennis, toward other things that 
are important to me,” she wrote.

Williams, who turns 41 next 
month, has 73 career singles ti-
tles, 23 career doubles titles and 
over $94 million in career win-

nings.
Williams is widely hailed as 

one of the greatest athletes of 
all time. She has committed to 
playing at the Western & South-
ern Open in Cincinnati next 
week as well as the US Open 
later this month, and it appears 
that will be her final tourna-
ment.

“Unfortunately I wasn’t 
ready to win Wimbledon this 
year,” she said. “And I don’t 
know if I will be ready to win 

New York. But I’m going to try. 
And the lead-up tournaments 
will be fun.

“I know there’s a fan fantasy 
that I might have tied Margaret 
(Court on 24 slam singles titles) 
that day in London, then maybe 
beat her record in New York, 
and then at the trophy ceremo-
ny say, ‘See ya!’ 

“I get that. It’s a good fanta-
sy. But I’m not looking for some 
ceremonial, final on-court mo-
ment. I’m terrible at goodbyes, 
the world’s worst.” 

Williams revealed her mo-
tivation behind calling it quits 
is the desire to have a second 
child, and that she was trying 
for another baby during her 
absence from tennis for a year 
until Wimbledon this summer.

She returned to the sport 
early in 2018 following the birth 
of daughter Olympia the previ-
ous year having been pregnant 
when she won her last slam title 
at the Australian Open.

“I’m turning 41 (in Septem-
ber), and something’s got to 

give,” she wrote in Vogue.
“In the last year, Alexis and 

I have been trying to have an-
other child, and we recently 
got some information from my 
doctor that put my mind at ease 
and made me feel that, when-
ever we’re ready, we can add 
to our family. “I definitely don’t 
want to be pregnant again as an 
athlete. I need to be two feet into 
tennis or two feet out.” Williams 
admitted the decision to leave 
tennis is a hard one, saying: “It’s 
the hardest thing that I could 
ever imagine. I hate it. I hate 
that I have to be at this cross-
roads. I keep saying to myself, 
‘I wish it could be easy for me’, 
but it’s not.

“I’m torn. I don’t want it to 
be over but, at the same time, 
I’m ready for what’s next.

“I don’t know how I’m going 
to be able to look at this maga-
zine when it comes out, know-
ing that this is it, the end of a 
story that started in Compton, 
California, with a little black girl 
who just wanted to play tennis.”

Serena Williams of the United States hits a shot against Nuria Parrizas Diaz of Spain during the National 
Bank Open, part of the Hologic WTA Tour, at Sobeys Stadium in Toronto, Canada, on Monday. (Getty/AFP)

The 24-time Grand Slam champion 
says she is ‘evolving away from tennis’ 

I’m not looking for  
some ceremonial, final 
on-court moment. I’m 
terrible at goodbyes, the 
world’s worst. 
Serena Willams
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Al-Noukhaza Restaurant offers 
authentic Pakistani cuisine

THE recently inaugurated Al-Nouk-
haza Restaurant at Old Souq in Al 
Wakra is a welcome addition to the 
wide range of restaurants offering 
authentic Pakistani cuisine.

The outlet set in traditional 
Arabic architectural ambiance has 
beautifully-decorated rooms where 
families can enjoy the food in 
complete privacy. Custom-
ers can order dishes 
from a carefully 
prepared menu. 
Special buffet is 
served on Fri-
days.

The restau-
rant is run under 
the supervision of 
three partners -- Abdul 
Salam, Mohammad Ashraf and Mir 
Abdul Rasheed. 

“We opened the restaurant with 
an aim to offer authentic Pakistani 
cuisine. Our concept was to introduce 
unique flavors from different parts 
of Pakistan. We are trying to provide 
food with rich and exotic flavours in a 
very economical way while keep-
ing high standards of hospi-
tality and customer 
care,” remarked 
restaurant chef 
Intikhab Hus-
sian. 

“We assure 
we will not disap-

point them as we have 
a wide-variety 

of menu to 
suit every 
palate. We 
continue 

to work 
with dedica-

tion to meet the expectations of our 
valued customers and provide them 
with the best taste and memorable 
experience,” Hussian added.

The restaurant is an ideal place for 
organising events. You can contact on 
mobile # 39998832 or 30666321 for 
more details.

‘Let’s Start Weaning!’
Mommy influencer 
to launch her book 

WELL-KNOWN Qatar-based 
blogger and mommy influ-
encer Sanya Moiz is all set to 

launch her book ‘Let’s Start Wean-
ing!’ at Centara West Bay Hotel & 
Residences on September 3.

Sanya is a certified architect 
and passionate homemaker who 
moved from Pakistan to Qatar in 
2018. With certification in child 
nutrition and cooking, she is a 
reputed mommy influencer and 
has an Instagram channel named 
‘mom4amdoha’ where she shares 
posts primarily about parenting 
and her baby-led-weaning (BLW) 
journey with her sons Zia and 
Zayd. The success of their BLW 
lifted her spirits and inspired her 
to compile all her BLW recipes into 
a cookbook.

Having an architectural back-
ground, Sanya understands the 
importance of a strong foundation, 
even for a BLW structure. “I hope 
this baby cookbook will offer tre-
mendous help to mommies, dad-
dies, and caregivers and will make 
their BLW journey enjoyable,” said 
Sanya.

The publication is a compre-
hensive source book to satisfy eve-
ry doubt and will guide mommies 
throughout their weaning journey. 

Weekly meal planners have 
been included to prepare ahead of 

time. More than 100 recipes from 
purees to all three meals of the 
day, including tasty snacks and 
treats for children are part of the 
book available on the leading plat-
forms including Amazon.

The book launch ceremony 
will include book signing, a panel 
discussion led by renowned mom 
entrepreneurs and health profes-
sionals, and an interactive Q&As 
session. Those interested to attend 
the event can register their names. 
Please RSVP on the https://
mom4amdoha.com/event/event-
name.

Avanceon partners with Microsoft to bring 
hi-end ‘Octopus Digital’ solutions to clients

A
VANCEON, a leading interna-
tional automation, control sys-
tems and integration company, 
is locally present in Qatar with 
huge state-of-the-art facilities at 

its offices, including a state-of-the-art Stag-
ing and Testing Factory in Ras Abu Fantas. 
Qatar is a regional headquarters for the com-
pany for its Gulf operations and provides 
automation and system integration-based 
large solutions in Qatar including mainte-
nance services and digitalisation products 
and solutions. Avanceon provides solutions 
and support services globally with presence 
in Pakistan, Qatar, the UAE, KSA, Egypt, Ni-
geria and the United States.

Sarmad M Qureshi is the pioneer mem-
ber of Avanceon’s Middle East chapter. He 
is currently serving as the VP of Gulf region 
that includes his key role of heading Avan-
ceon’s Qatar operations. With an extensive 
23 years of solid experience, Sarmad has an 
entrepreneurial mind and an acute business 
acumen. In less than five years, he has driven 
business in the Qatari market from start to 
a notable portfolio of more than 200 Qatari 
customers including all major government, 
semi-government, and private sector com-
panies. Avanceon is a unique addition to the 
Qatari business landscape. In an interview 
with Qatar Tribune, Sarmad spoke about his 
company’s achievements in developmental 
projects in Qatar and his company’s new 
product called ‘Octopus Digital’.

Tell us about your new venture ‘Oc-
topus Digital’ and what it is all about?

Octopus is a digital business entity of 
Avanceon Group, and it works in collabora-
tion with Microsoft Corporation on provid-
ing a digital service platform for the industry. 
The idea of a digital dashboard is to provide 
valuable business, operational and process-
related information in the form of actionable 
intelligence at one place. That information 
can be customers’ wish list, important pa-
rameters, calculations, or information they 
need about utilities, production, OEE, en-
ergy costs, cost of production, informa-
tion about assets, their efficiencies, and 
maintenance.

What is Digital Dashboard? 
Why is it unique compared to 
other solutions?

To understand a Digital Dash-
board in the context of manufac-
turing, let’s take the example of the 
smart phone in your pocket. It is a 
digital extension of your existence 
which includes your contacts and 
different apps that allow you to stay 
updated about your business and 
health. Now imagine the same capa-
bilities for your plant floor. A decision 
support visualization tool that allows 
you to track, analyze, and report on your 
key KPIs and metrics. From the health 
and performance of different assets on 
your plant floor to key business insights for 
management to take informed decisions, 

Octopus Digital helps businesses take con-
trol of their manufacturing and hence bot-
tom line by allowing them to visualize their 
performance via a sophisticated dashboard. 
Every business is unique. So are its KPIs and 
objectives. Our solution’s uniqueness stems 
from its built-in management controls and 
features, automated event flows and predic-
tive and prescriptive insights which allows 
key stakeholders to optimize their plant floor 
operations from top to bottom.  

How much time is needed to devel-
op a dashboard?

It all depends upon the 
customer. We conduct 

a thorough review of 
the plant floor, the 
assets, interview 
plant and execu-
tive management 
to understand 
what KPIs they 
want to zero in on. 

From the first 
kick off meeting 

to handing 
o v e r 

the 

credentials, the entire process can take up to 
4 weeks on average. If the data is ready at a 
centralized place 2 weeks to develop this is 
enough.

Who maintains and services them? 
Is it a one-time cost?

Octopus Digital will. After handing over 
the decision support system or dashboard, 
our data analysts will train the customer on 
how to get the most out of their solution. As 
it is a continually improvement endeavor 
where data from the plant will need to be 
processed and secured, the solution will be 
charged on a monthly subscription basis 
with optional perpetual support. Now you 
may inquire about the subscription cost. 
Well, it all depends upon the number of 
tags or data points the customer wishes to 
incorporate in their decision support sys-
tem. To help better understand our busi-
ness model, allow me to delve into some 

details. Following are some of the ques-
tions that are formulated for clarifica-

tion.  

What will Octopus Digi-
tal sell to industrial enter-
prises? 

To explain;
a) We build Data Lakes of 

OT data without any proprietary 
software or hardware and need for 

skilled resources. Some of Octopus 
Digital’s unique features are as fol-

lows:
• No upfront investment and based on 

monthly subscription model
• No programing or coding skills required
• No proprietary software, hardware, or 

project engineering required
b) We implement Decision Support Sys-

tem (Dashboard) in 2/4 weeks compared to 
over 6 months

c) 100% Cloud Native 
d) We ensure seamless connectivity to 

any database, cloud application and Open-
Source ML and AI tool

What is our right to sell… and why 
channel partner model?

a) Allows access to the diverse markets 
and customers

b) OT data is the natural fit to connec-
tivity. Most market analysis suggests that in 
fact, most Asset Optimization solutions have 
the same synergy. Essentially it is a triangle 
of connectivity, OT data and Optimization. 
Businesses who perform an effective go to 
market utilization with a 360 degrees strat-
egy would come out as winners.

Who will we sell to?
We have defined our proverbial customer 

personas as follows. The sales cycle and nar-
rative for each will be different. It’s up to our 
channel partner to decide which fits their 
profile the best:

a. Machine Builders
b. OEMs
c. Consultants 
d. System Integrators
e. Small End users
f. Clients with fragmented or distributed 

assets
g. Enterprise Level Customers

Where is Octopus located and how 
many people do you have in your digi-
tal team? 

Octopus is a wholly owned subsidiary 
company of Avanceon and we are in Avan-
ceon building at our South East Asia Re-
gional HQ. Our dedicated team consists of 
25-30 personnel and the total inter-com-
pany strength is between 220-350 

personnel. 

How do you ensure that your cus-
tomers’ data is not lost or stolen?

We have partnered with Microsoft Cor-
poration and our digital platform is Micro-
soft’s Azure. The data is safely stored on 
Azure cloud platform, the same way as our 
emails and other sensitive information that 
is securely stored with Microsoft. We follow 
Microsoft’s strict security protocols for data 
privacy, security & protection. They include 
NIST and ISO standards for Cybersecurity, 
information security, data privacy, and prop-
erty protection.

Where is your data centre located 
in and where do you store data? 

Our customers’ data is not stored in our 
office or physically anywhere on-premises. 
That is the security requirement. It is stored 
on Microsoft’s Azure cloud platform, the 
same way as our emails or other sensitive 
information that is securely stored with Mi-
crosoft. 

Would you like to share your com-

pany’s contributions to developmental 
projects in Qatar?

Qatar has always been close to my heart 
for several reasons. I have been coming here 
since 2005 and greatly appreciate the profes-
sional and technical leadership of Qatar. They 
have a sound vision and have progressed 
so well. Avanceon is a specialist technology 
company and avoid run of the mill projects. 
We design and provide the supremacy of 
technology; state of the art solutions and we 
deliver the art of project management to our 
customers. Our vision is to train our Qatari 
customer base and their young engineers so 
that they can be useful for their country in 
future. Our solutions and deliverables are 
Made in and for Qatar. 

What is your project portfolio in 
Qatar?

Well, it’s quite diverse. We are into Wa-
ter/Wastewater segment, Infrastructure/
Transport and Oil & Gas. Our projects foot-
prints are in Qatar Energy, New Doha Port – 
Mawani, Lusail, Msheireb, QAFCO, Q chem, 
Qatar Cool, Qatar Rail, Ashghal, Kahramaa, 
MOI, Naval Port, QAF etc and many more. 
One of the regional largest command and 
control centers of Ashghal both in Water and 
Roads is where Avanceon is actively engaged 
and contributing.

What is unique about Avanceon?
Honestly, I don’t have a specific answer, 

but I think we are responsive, empathetic, 
technologically advanced, and prepared. We 
have proven domain expertise and install 
base in all industrial sectors, internationally 
recognized, have strong partners, certified by 
international project management organiza-
tions, competitive and scalable to any large 
or smaller sized projects, and we have a zero 
delay, zero rework policy internally in our ex-
ecution systems. We calculate our engineers’ 
billable efficiency in minute detail, and they 
are accountable per project and required to 
update their tasks on daily basis. Hence, we 
keep a close eye on the minute hourly activi-
ties. As a result, our customers are the direct 
beneficiaries.

What is Avanceon’s international 
standing? How can Qatar benefit from 
it?

Qatar is already a beneficiary of our 
systems, techniques and processes and our 
customers are satisfied with our CSIA based 
project management techniques like V Life 
Cycle, ABACUS, AutoGEN, SPP, AMS, etc. 
We are a certified member of Control System 
Integrators Association and listed on Control 
Engineering Magazine’s System Integrator 
Hall of Fame. We have been awarded the best 
Industrial System Integrator of the Year in 
US for several years running and recognized 
as the Top 15 among the world’s largest Sys-
tem Integrators by an independent US body. 
We are creating value for our customers and 
transferring our skill set and expertise with 
candor and passion and this is what our mis-
sion is.

Sarmad M Qureshi
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Qatar Tourism to train 200 staff
to enhance visitors’ experience
TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK

DOHA

IN a bid to enhance visitor ex-
perience, Qatar Tourism (QT), 
in collaboration with Al Rayy-
an International University 
College (ARIU), has organised 
training for more than 200 
customer service staff and in-
formation providers across the 
country over the course of the 
next six weeks

This training comes as part 
of a two-part programme de-
signed for staff manning the 
customer service desks and 
information centres found 
at areas of high footfall such 
as malls, museums and tour-
ist attractions. The in-person 
training delivered to service 
providers by specialised in-
structors, professors, and 
tourism experts from ARIU 
follows on three online train-
ing modules in English which 
covered the fundamentals of 
Qatar as a tourist destination, 
Service Excellence and the 
tourism sector in Qatar.

In addition to providing 
comprehensive online and 
in-person training, QT is also 
supporting with the provision 
of the latest resources and 
materials such as event bro-
chures, tourist attraction maps 

and general info pamphlets.
Chief Operating Officer 

of Qatar Tourism Berthold 
Trenkel said, “This initiative is 
designed to complement QT’s 
Service Excellence activities 
aimed at delivering an excep-
tional experience to visitors at 
every touchpoint. We’re par-
ticularly excited to be holding 
this training in person as it 
will bring full circle our efforts 

to emphasis the importance 
of interpersonal interactions 
and empower an ever-growing 
team of visitor-facing profes-
sionals to promote Qatar’s at-
tractions and serve as reliable 
tourism reference points for 
visitors and residents alike.” 

He added, “we are de-
lighted to be working with 
ARIU for the first time to de-
liver this specialised training 

programme and look forward 
to more collaborations for 
the training and continuous 
development of tourist-facing 
service staff in the long term.”

As one of the region’s lead-
ing universities for delivering 
Hospitality & Tourism educa-
tion, ARIU is an important 
part of the tourism sector eco-
system realising Qatar’s tour-
ism strategy, particularly in the 
area of Service Excellence and 
unique experience delivery. 

Dr Ivan Ninov, Executive 
Dean at ARIU, said: “This 
wonderful initiative, organised 
by Qatar Tourism, is aimed at 
significantly improving the 
level of service quality across 
the tertiary sector.   ARIU is 
the premier higher education 
provider of hospitality and 
tourism education in the State 
of Qatar, and as such we are 
fully committed to support 
all governmental initiatives to 
develop and grow this strategi-
cally important economic sec-
tor. We are confident that the 
participants will benefit from 
the acquired knowledge and 
will be able to successfully ap-
ply it in their workplaces and 
enhance the levels of Service 
Excellence across different 
service organisations in the 
country.

Berthold Trenkel

QM expands public art programme with 
over 40 additional works across nation

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA 

AS part of Qatar Creates, the 
year-round national cultural 
movement that curates, pro-
motes and celebrates the di-
versity of cultural activities in 
Qatar, Qatar Museums (QM) 
on Tuesday announced a pro-
gramme of new and commis-
sioned public artworks by cel-
ebrated Qatari, regional and 
international artists that will 
be presented throughout Doha 
and the country. 

From the Qatari desert 
to the bustling Souq Waqif, 
in the coming weeks, the na-
tion’s public spaces will be 
transformed into a vast out-
door art museum experience 
featuring more than 100 pub-
lic artworks, which will be on 
view for locals and the 1.5 mil-
lion visitors who are expected 
to travel to Doha for the FIFA 
World Cup Qatar 2022.

Her Excellency Sheikha 
Al Mayassa bint Hamad bin 
Khalifa Al Thani, chairper-
son of Qatar Museums, said: 
“The addition of 40 new, ma-
jor works of public art this fall 
is a significant milestone for 
Qatar’s public art programme. 

Public art is one of our most 
prominent demonstrations 
of cultural exchange, where 
we present works from art-
ists of all nationalities and 
backgrounds. From the arriv-
als at the best airport in the 
world — Hamad International 
Airport — to every neighbour-
hood in our nation, public art 
is there to make your experi-
ence unique. 

“These works vary in size 
and form, and they encompass 
a wide range of subject mat-
ter, but all further our mission 
to make art more accessible, 
engage our publics, celebrate 
our heritage and embrace the 
cultures of others. More im-

portantly, artists from every 
corner of the world, repre-
senting all continents, have 
been invited to express their 
artistic creativity with our very 
own diverse population. Our 
longstanding commitment to 
public art is visible across Qa-
tar, and we hope these works 
will be welcomed by locals and 
enhance the experiences of the 
millions of visitors we expect 
to welcome to Doha this year.”  

Qatar Museums is working 
with various entities across the 
city on Qatar’s public art pro-
gramme, including the Hamad 
International Airport, the Su-
preme Committee of Delivery 
and Legacy, and the Public 

Works Authority (Ashghal) 
to instal artworks in a variety 
of both highly trafficked and 
unexpected public spaces de-
signed to surprise and delight 
passersby, including parks, 
shopping areas, educational 
and athletic facilities, Hamad 
International Airport and Q-
Rail stations, as well as stadi-
ums that will host the World 
Cup matches. 

Abdulrahman Ahmed Al 
Ishaq, Qatar Museums’ Direc-
tor of Public Art, said: “Doha 
is a vibrant destination, and 
adding more than 40 new 
public art installations will 
further transform the city into 
a dynamic urban canvas that 

serves to spark conversations 
and provide sources of inspi-
ration for all.  Qatar Muse-
ums’ public art programme, 
more than anything else, 
serves as a reminder that art 
is all around us, not confined 
to museums and galleries, and 
can be enjoyed and celebrated 
whether you are going to work 
or school or the desert or the 
beach.”

Qatari and MENA region 
artists whose work will be pre-
sented in the public art pro-
gramme include Adel Abidin, 
Ahmed Al Bahrani, Shouq 
Al Mana, Shua’a Al Muftah, 
Salman Al Malek, Monira Al 
Qadiri, Simone Fattal and 

Faraj Daham. 
Making art a part of every-

day life, Qatar became one of 
the first countries in the Gulf 
to create a comprehensive 
contemporary public art pro-
gramme.  

To date, the programme 
has grown to encompass ap-
proximately 70 works by more 
than 60 artists from Qatar, 
across the MENA region and 
around the world.  

Current highlights include 
Richard Serra’s 7 at MIA Park 
and East/West-West/East  in 
Zekreet, Tom Claassen’s Fal-
con (2021) at Hamad Inter-
national Airport, A Blessing in 
Disguise by Ghada Al Khater 

at the Fire Station, Bruce 
Nauman’s Untitled (Trench, 
Shafts, Pit, Tunnel and Cham-
ber) at M7, Flag of Glory by 
Ahmed Al Bahrani at the Na-
tional Museum of Qatar, Un-
titled (Lamp/Bear) by Urs Fis-
cher at Hamad International 
Airport, Gandhi’s Three Mon-
keys by Subodh Gupta at Kata-
ra Cultural Village, Maman by 
Louise Bourgeois at the Qatar 
National Convention Centre, 
The Miraculous Journey by 
Damien Hirst at Sidra Medi-
cal Centre, Bench by Saloua 
Raouda Choucair at MIA Park, 
Flying Man by Dia al-Azzawi at 
Hamad International Airport, 
and many others.

Ahead of FIFA WC 
2022, Qatar will be 
transformed into an 
outdoor art museum

Qatar Post releases 
Official Poster stamp
set of WC Qatar 2022
TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK

DOHA

THE FIFA World Cup Qatar 
2022 Official Poster stamp 
set has been released by Qatar 
Postal Services Company (Qa-
tar Post).

This is part of an agree-
ment between Qatar Post and 
the Federation Internation-
ale de Football Association 
(FIFA) under which Qatar 
Post became the official licen-
see for the stamps category for 
the tournament that Qatar will 
host this year.

The launch of the Official 
Poster stamp set, like previ-
ous issues, comes in collabo-
ration with FIFA the SC, and 
falls within Qatar Post’s man-
date to document all events, 
celebrations, and preparations 
managed by Qatar to host the 
upcoming tournament. Each 
stamp embodies the distinct 
culture of Qatar, which will 
host the first FIFA World Cup 
to be held in an Arab country, 
through distinctive designs.

The public will be able to 
purchase the stamp issue for 
QAR 15. 20,000 copies, 3,000 

First Day Issue envelopes, 
3,000 Postcards, and 2,000 
VIP folders were printed in the 
first stage.

On the occasion, Faleh Al 
Naemi, Chairman and Manag-
ing Director of Qatar Post said 
“We are pleased to present to 
the world a set of stamps for 
the FIFA World Cup Qatar 
2022 Official Poster. These 
distinctive and uniquely de-
signed masterpieces are in-
spired by our authentic Qatari 
heritage and rich culture. We 
continue to be proud to coop-

erate with FIFA and the Su-
preme Committee for delivery 
& Legacy to launch this series 
of stamp editions, which falls 
within the Qatar Post program 
to document all events, occa-
sions and preparations related 
to hosting the most antici-
pated and the biggest football 
tournament in the world”.

Qatar Post has invited cus-
tomers and philatelic collec-
tors in Qatar and around the 
world to enjoy the newly re-
leased FIFA World Cup Qatar 
2022 edition.


