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Sunak and Truss clash over tax
plans ahead of debate

Qatar calls for avoiding
escalation in Taiwan
QNA
DOHA

Qatar said on Thursday it is
monitoring the latest
developments in
Taiwan, calling
on all parties
to avoid escalation and
abide by the
international
legitimacy and
the relevant
United Nations
resolutions.
Qatar stressed
the important and pivotal
roles of the United States
and China to preserve secu-

rity and stability both regionally and internationally.
In a statement on Thursday, the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs stressed Qatar’s firm position
backing the
One China
principle and
the importance of
respecting
the principles of the
international
law, including
the principle of
sovereignty of states
and friendly ties among
them.
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Strong earnings drive Qatari stocks
higher for third week in row

Al Markhiya, Al Wakrah steal show as QNB
Stars League Week 1 sees gripping start

FM, Blinken review developments
in nuclear deal talks, Afghanistan
Qatar is a partner to
deal with so many of
urgent challenges: US
Secretary of State
QNA
PHNOM PENH

DEPUTY Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign Affairs HE Sheikh Mohammed bin Abdulrahman Al Thani
on Thursday met with US Secretary of
State Antony Blinken on the sidelines
of the Association of Southeast Asian
Nations (ASEAN) Foreign Ministers’
meeting, in Phnom Penh, Cambodia.
During the meeting, they reviewed
bilateral cooperation relations, the
latest developments in the nuclear
agreement talks, and the situation in
Afghanistan, in addition to a number

Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign Affairs HE Sheikh Mohammed bin Abdulrahman Al Thani meets with US Secretary of State Antony Blinken in Phnom Penh,
Cambodia, on Thursday.

of regional and international issues of
common interest.
In a tweet, the FM said, “Pleased
to meet my colleague @SecBlinken,
US Secretary of State, today in #Cambodia, on the sidelines of the #ASEAN
meetings, where we discussed ways
to develop bilateral relations. We also
discussed latest developments in the
nuclear deal talks & the situation in Afghanistan.”
For his part, the US Secretary
of State said, “Qatar is a partner to
deal with so many of the most urgent
challenges that we face around the
world. This is a partnership, a relationship the United States values tremendously.”
He added, “Our discussions are
evidence of the very close partnership
between Qatar and the US. We also
had discussions on regional and international affairs including Afghanistan,
Iran and other.”

Monkeypox does not pose a threat
to people in Qatar: Dr Al Maslamani
TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK

China launches major
war drill around Taiwan
after Nancy Pelosi visit
DPA
BEIJING

THE Chinese military held
major air and sea drills in the
waters surrounding Taiwan
on Thursday, shortly after US
House Speaker Nancy Pelosi
ended a visit to the island
which has drawn Beijing’s ire.
China’s eastern military
command said that at about
1 pm units of the People’s
Liberation Army (PLA) “implemented long-range fire live
firing training in the Taiwan
Strait and conducted precise

strikes on specific areas
in the eastern part of the
Taiwan Strait,” which separates mainland china from
the island.
“Precision strikes” were
also made in the east for
practice, Chinese state television reported.
The Taiwanese Defence
Ministry said shortly after
3 pm that the PLA had fired
“several Tongfeng-class
guided missiles” into waters
north-east and south-west of
Taiwan on Thursday afternoon. PAGE 3

DOHA

MONKEYPOX does not pose a danger to
individuals in Qatar unless they travel to
one of the countries where the disease is
spreading and there was contact between
them and those infected with monkeypox, according to Dr Muna Al Maslamani, Medical Director of the Communicable Disease Center at Hamad Medical
Corporation.
“Monkeypox is less transmissible than
respiratory viruses such as COVID-19 and
seasonal influenza,” Dr Al Maslamani
said in a video posted on the Ministry of
Public Health’s Twitter account.
The ministry has published awareness
videos on its Twitter account about monkeypox.
Dr Al Maslamani touched on how to
treat people with monkeypox, noting that
there is no specific treatment for monkeypox due to the similarity of the monkeypox virus with smallpox viruses, so it is
possible to use medicines and developed
vaccines to prevent and treat monkeypox
virus infection.

Qatar Airways partners with IATA to join
Environmental Assessment Programme
Qatar Aviation Services (QAS),
the subsidiary of Qatar Airways
Group, announced its partnership with International Air
Transport Association (IATA) to
become the first ground handler
globally to join the new expansion of the IATA Environmental
Assessment Programme (IEnvA)
for ground service providers.
The IEnvA programme for
ground service provides a
framework for achieving environmental sustainability across
all ground operations. Taking advantage of the knowledge and experience garnered
from the airline programme, ground service providers can rely on its definitive guidance
to reduce their impact on the environment, and improving health and safety for both
employees and the community, while maintaining operational efficiency.
Qatar Airways Group Chief Executive Akbar Al Baker said, “I am proud to lead the
efforts to create a sustainable aviation industry. Environmental sustainability awareness across the entire organisation is critical to the success of Qatar Airways Group.
Through IEnvA, Qatar Aviation Services will be able to demonstrate the value of environmental compliance and ensure sustainability in its operations.” PAGE 12

Monkeypox is less
transmissible than
respiratory viruses
such as COVID-19 and seasonal
influenza”
— Dr Muna Al Maslamani,
Medical Director of the
Communicable Disease Center

Dr Al Maslamani stressed that the majority of people infected with monkeypox
recover completely within a few weeks.
She said immunocompromised people,
pregnant women and children under 12
years old can develop severe symptoms of
monkeypox virus.
She explained the procedures that
individuals should take to protect themselves from monkeypox infection:
•
Avoid percutaneous contact
with people who have symptoms of monkeypox and any type of rash.
•
Avoid touching objects and materials used for monkeypox, such as sharing eating utensils, bedding and towels
•
Wash hands frequently with
soap and water, using an alcohol-based
hand sanitizer
In another video, Dr Hamad Eid AlRumaihi, Director of Health Protection
and Communicable Diseases Control, said
monkeypox is a zoonotic virus disease,
which is from the same group of smallpox
virus and usually causes symptoms from
mild to moderate severity.
Continued on page 2 

Doha Metro to
give alternative
bus services on
Green Line today
THE Metro service between
Al Riffa Mall of Qatar and Al
Mansoura stations on the Green
Line will stay suspended on Friday (August 5), Doha Metro has
announced. However, replacement buses will shuttle passengers between the stations
by road. The Metrolink feeder
bus service will also operate as
normal.
Replacement buses will run
every 10 minutes between Al
Riffa Mall of Qatar and Al Bidda
stations. The bus on both routes
will stop at all the stations,
except White Palace station.
A replacement bus service
will also run every 10 minutes
between Al Mansoura and Al
Doha Al Jadeda station on the
Red Line. (TNN)

Attempt to smuggle in hashish
in spare parts shipment foiled
INSPECTORS at Postal Consignments Customs Department at the
Air Cargo and Private Airports have
foiled an attempt to smuggle hashish into Qatar.
Hashish weighing 280 grams
has been seized from a consignment of spare parts. The contraband was stuffed inside iron
tubes inside the parts, the General

Authority of Customs said.
In a tweet, the General Authority of Customs said, “The inspectors of the Postal Consignments
Customs Department at the Air
Cargo and Private Airports Customs
administration thwarted the smuggling of 280 gms of narcotic hashish inside the tubes for a shipment
of iron spare parts.” (TNN)

NPT an effective
tool for collective
security, says
Sheikha Alya
QNA
NEW YORK

Qatar has stressed the
importance of the Treaty
on the Non-Proliferation of
Nuclear Weapons (NPT) as
an effective tool for collective security through the
practical steps taken for the
essential, fair, and balanced
implementation of NPT’s
three core pillars, calling for
joint action towards achieving the entire goals of the
treaty.
This came during the
statement of Qatar delivered by Permanent Representative of the State of
Qatar to the United Nations
HE Sheikha Alya Ahmed bin
Saif Al Thani in the Tenth
Review Conference of the
Parties to the NPT being
held in UN Headquarters in
New York from Aug. 1 to 26,
2022.
Sheikha Alya indicated
that the review conference
is being convened in a
very complicated situation
as nuclear weapons still
pose a profound threat to
mankind and the nonproliferation regime is exposed
to numerous challenges,
where the consecutive
international crises and the
global economic imbalances
are adversely affecting the
expansion and enhancement of the peaceful
utilization of atomic energy,
especially in the developing
countries that suffer from
the decline of the opportunities of sustainable development. page 4
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CAMBODIA KING RECEIVES FOREIGN MINISTER

DEPUTY PRIME MINISTER AND MINISTER OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS
MEETS UK MINISTER OF STATE FOR ASIA AND MIDDLE EAST:

Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign Affairs HE Sheikh
Mohammed bin Abdulrahman Al-Thani met with Minister of State
for Asia and the Middle East at the United Kingdom’s Foreign,
Commonwealth and Development Office, Amanda Melling, on the
sidelines of the 55th ASEAN (the Association of Southeast Asian
Nations) Foreign Ministers’ Meeting held in Phnom Penh, Cambodia. During the meeting, both parties reviewed bilateral cooperation and a number of regional and international issues of common
interest. (QNA)

FM sends message to Sudanese
counterpart
HE Ali Al-Sadiq received a written message from Deputy Prime
Minister and Minister of Foreign Affairs HE Sheikh Mohammed
bin Abdulrahman Al Thani on Thursday, pertaining to bilateral
relations and ways to support and develop them.
THE message was handed over by HE Ambassador of the State
of Qatar to Sudan Abdulrahman bin Ali Al Kubaisi during a
meeting today with HE the Sudanese Acting Minister of Foreign
Affairs. (QNA)

Qatar Media ’s CEO
stresses value of media
in terms of message
and content delivery
QNA
DOHA

THE CEO of Qatar Media
Corporation, Sheikh Abdulaziz bin Thani Al Thani,
has stressed the importance
of media as a message and
content, as well as its role in
promoting and advancing
developed communities. He
made these remarks at an introductory meeting for those
interested in working on television under the theme of
evolving media. The meeting
was hosted by Qatar Media
Corporation, represented by
Qatar Television Corporation,
and was attended by a diverse
range of dignitaries, media
professionals, and youth.
Sheikh Abdulaziz bin Thani Al-Thani also stated that
the corporation is committed
to media innovation through
broadcasting that meets the
needs of society and by supplementing the industry with
young blood that builds on
what has come before them.
He stated that the corporation seeks to ensure media
sustainability by adopting an
open-door policy for national
cadres who believe in their
ability to work professionally
and become a good reflection
on local and Arab media.
Interim head of Qatar TV
Ali Saleh Al Sada confirmed
to Qatar News Agency (QNA)
that there is an effective program dedicated to attracting
and selecting anchors, correspondents, and programme
presenters that will be tested
further. He stated that more
than 400 people have applied
for the positions since the enrollment initiative began last
month, and that an effective
and enriching training program will be organised for
them that essentially keeps
pace with the state-of-the-art
technologies used, including
the high professional media
capabilities that achieve the

Sheikh Abdulaziz bin Thani Al
Thani
Qatar Media Corporation’s directives and objectives, as well
as the audience’s aspirations,
since Qatar TV will undergo
decommissioning.
Regarding the Qatar TV
administration’s preparations
to conduct media coverage
for the upcoming FIFA World
Cup Qatar 2022, he said that
there will be an enjoyable
coverage for this historic and
exclusive tournament, noting
that many studios will be deployed in Katara Cultural Village and across the state of Qatar, including in recreational
areas and in FIFA Club World
Cup Fan Zone that FIFA has
determined. He stated that
the exclusive media coverages
required for the promotion of
events and cultural and tourist attractions landmarks in
Qatar will begin on October
1, 2022, and will last until the
end of the World Cup.
It’s worth noting that
Thursday’s event was held
at the Sheraton Doha, and
it was attended by a slew of
VIPs, media personalities, and
young people. The highlight of
today’s event was a panel discussion on the importance of
media, which featured President of the Qatar Press Center
Saad bin Mohammed Al Rumaihi and Abdullah Faraj Al
Marzouqi, who oversees training programs for young media
professionals at Qatar TV.

HM King of the Kingdom of Cambodia Norodom Sihamoni received Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign Affairs HE Sheikh Mohammed bin Abdulrahman Al Thani in
Phnom Penh on Thursday. During their meeting, the Minister of Foreign Affairs conveyed the greetings of the Amir HH Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani to HM King of Cambodia, and His Highness’ wishes of good health and happiness to His Majesty, and for the people and government of Cambodia continued progress, and prosperity. For his part,
HM King of Cambodia entrusted the Deputy PM with his greetings to HH the Amir, wishing His Highness good health and happiness, and the State of Qatar continued progress,
development, and prosperity. They discussed bilateral cooperation relations between the two countries and the ways to strengthen and develop them. (QNA)

Lebanese minister praises Qatar’s
continued support to his country
The minister went on to say that Qatar’s
support demonstrates the country’s commitment to Lebanon’s stability and its people’s ability to overcome any challenges
QNA
DOHA

MINISTER of Education and
Higher Education of the Lebanese Republic, Abbas Halabi, has praised Qatar for its
continued support to Lebanon and its people, especially
during crises.
Speaking exclusively to
Qatar News Agency (QNA),
he said that Qatar’s support
is appreciated by the people of Lebanon. He added
that it confirms the strength
of bilateral ties, which he
described as fraternal and
strong.
His Excellency discussed
areas of Qatari support for
Lebanon whether in the
health, educational, econom-

ic, and humanitarian and
other sectors. He made special mention of Qatar’s support for Lebanon following
the explosions at the Port of
Beirut in August 2020, and financing provided by it for the
restoration of 122 educational facilities in the areas of the
explosion under the supervision of UNESCO. He also
praised Doha’s support for
the Lebanese army, Qatar’s
role in the reconstruction of
cities, villages and homes after the Israeli aggression in
2006, and its sponsorship
of the Doha Agreement that
ended the Lebanese crisis in
2008. He added that Qatar’s
support affirms the country’s
commitment to the stability of Lebanon and its people

Minister of Education and Higher Education of the Lebanese Republic
Abbas Halab
in overcoming any circumstances they face.
He highlighted his meeting with of HE Qatar’s Minister of Education and Higher
Education Buthaina bint Ali
Al Jabr Al Nuaimi, adding
that both sides reviewed bilateral ties in the educational
field, as well as the scope for

enhancing them. He added
that the two sides also discussed the challenges facing the sector in light of the
current economic crisis the
country faces. He also said
that he met with DirectorGeneral of the Qatar Fund
for Development Khalifa bin
Jassim Al Kuwari.

DI welcomes international students
to residence programme in Arabic
TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

THE Language Center at the
Doha Institute for Graduate
Studies (DI) has received students of ‘The Doha Residence
Programme in Arabic and Social Studies’, which will be held
during the fall semester after
two years of the launch of its
remote version. Students from
Germany, China, the Netherlands and Turkey will participate in an intensive language
programme based on a language immersion approach in
the advanced level of Arabic,
along with a range of unique
activities that characterise the
Residence Programme.
The activities will include
the Language Partnership Initiative in which students have
a unique opportunity to experience cultural exchange with
Arab students from DI who
speak different dialects; cultural trips such as visiting National Museum of Qatar, Museum of Modern Art, Museum
of Islamic Art, Qatar National
Library, cooking classes, yoga,
among others.

The students will also have
the opportunity to participate
in student clubs, attend courses in Humanities and Social
Sciences, and attend the rich
events held by the Doha Institute and the Arab Center for
Research and Policy Studies.
Speaking on the occasion
of the special orientation day
of the Residence Programme,
Prof Alaa Elgibali, director of
the Language Center, said:
“This programme is a special
platform for academic and
cultural exchange between the
Institute’s
Arabic-speaking
students and professors, who

come from different Arab
countries, and their non-Arabic-speaking colleagues and
heritage peers, who specialise in Arabic or Islamic studies or the like. The Residence
Programme is an important
part of the DI’s mission to establish, maintain and nurture
intellectual links and two-way
dialogues between its students,
faculty and the international
learning and research communities.”
Student Shukhui Chen
from Beijing University said
that she chose the Residence
Programme because it provides

the opportunity for a joint study
with graduate students from all
Arab countries, and this is an
advantage at Doha Institute
that is not available in other
language programmes.
Maxim Rosen, a student
from the Free University of
Berlin, said that he joined the
programme based on what his
fellow former students said
about the rich intellectual life at
the institute, which stimulates
the exchange of knowledge
between those coming from
Europe and Arab students, in
addition to the intensive language lessons that help nonArabic speaking learners to
make significant progress in
their language level within one
semester.
Through the Residence
Programme, the Language
Center is concerned with implementing the institute’s linguistic mission and contributing to
strengthening communication
between the institute and international academic institutions to enhance efficiency in
using Arabic as a language of
knowledge and implement the
official policy of Qatar.

The Lebanese Minister of
Education and Higher education praised the education
process in Qatar, saying it
was an example to follow. He
also stressed that the strong
education system in Qatar
was behind the country’s
many successes locally and
internationally. He expressed
hope that Qatari tourists and
investors would be back in
Lebanon soon.
During his visit of the
Lebanese School of Qatar, he
expressed satisfaction with
the school’s performance
and praised the cooperation
between the school’s board
and the Lebanese embassy in
Qatar. He stressed that the
Lebanese Ministry is ready to
support the school continue
its progress.
HE the Minister concluded his remarks to QNA
by saying that Lebanon is
an integral part of the Arab
world that is keen on staying
on good terms with all Arab
countries, particularly in the
GCC.

‘Monkeypox is
now spreading
uncommonly’
Continued from page 1 

DR Al Rumaihi added that monkeypox is spreading mainly in
central and western Africa, but
it has begun to spread uncommonly around the world outside
the countries where the disease
is endemic in recent months,
noting that the World Health
Organization has recently announced that the current spread
of the disease is a public health
emergency that raises an international concern, which is the
highest level of preparedness,
which requires international
cooperation and coordination
to limit the spread of the disease
and protect the groups most vulnerable to infection.
Dr Al Rumaihi said monkeypox is transmitted to humans
through close contact, such as
skin-to-skin contact with an infected person or animal, or by
touching materials contaminated
with the virus such as clothing
and bedding. He added that a
person infected with monkeypox
transmits the disease to others as
soon as symptoms appear until
the rash is completely treated,
and a new and clean layer of skin
is formed, as the disease usually
lasts from two to three weeks.
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China holds major military drills
around Taiwan after Pelosi visit
A confrontation between China and Taiwan due to miscalculations by forces on either side could draw US into the conflict
dpa
Beijing

The Chinese military held
major air and sea drills in the
waters surrounding Taiwan
on Thursday, shortly after US
House Speaker Nancy Pelosi
ended a visit to the island which
has drawn Beijing’s ire.
China’s eastern military
command said that at about
1 pm (0500 GMT) units of
the People’s Liberation Army
(PLA) “implemented
longrange fire live firing training
in the Taiwan Strait and conducted precise strikes on specific areas in the eastern part of
the Taiwan Strait,” which separates mainland China from the
island.
“Precision strikes” were
also made in the east for practice, Chinese state television
reported.
The Taiwanese Defence
Ministry said shortly after 3 pm
that the PLA had fired “several
Tongfeng-class guided missiles” into waters north-east
and south-west of Taiwan on
Thursday afternoon.
A ministry spokesperson in
Taipei said that Taiwan’s armed
forces had tracked the firings
in real time. The ministry condemned what it called “this
irrational action that is undermining regional peace.” Taiwan’s Defence Ministry earlier
said that Taipei’s armed forces
were on combat readiness,
monitoring all six manoeuvre
areas around the democratic island republic as well as islands
further offshore.
The ministry noted that
Taiwan is prepared for conflict,

News
in brief
Ship carrying
stolen Ukraine
grain leaves
Lebanon for Syria
Beirut: A ship that Ukraine
says is carrying grain stolen
by Russian forces left
Lebanon on Thursday for
neighbouring Syria.
“I allowed the ship to
leave Lebanon towards
Syria after judicial authorities and all probes were
done in accordance with the
Lebanese rules that preserve our country’s integrity
and sovereignty,” Lebanese
Transport Minister Ali Hamiyeh told dpa.
The Syrian-flagged
Laodicea had docked at
Lebanon’s Tripoli port on
July 27 with some 5,000
tonnes of barley and 5,000
tonnes of flour on board.
The Ukrainian Foreign Ministry says the goods were
pilfered from its territory.
According to the shiptracking website MarineTraffic, it headed for the Mediterranean port of Tartus in
Syria on Thursday. (dpa)

Heavy rainfall
causes major
flooding in Japan
Tokyo: Heavy rainfall has
struck parts of northern and
central Japan, causing major flooding in some areas,
with hundreds of thousands
of people warned by authorities to seek safety, according to local media.
The national meteorological authority issued the
highest warning level for the
prefectures of Yamagata
and Niigata, which were particularly hard hit. In Yamagata, the Mogami River
overflowed its banks in
several places. Roads, cars
and houses were flooded,
and landslides occurred in
places. Several people were
initially considered missing,
local media reported. (dpa)

Invasion
Chinese state media cited
China’s military and various
experts as saying that the
manoeuvres were practice for
imposing an aerial and
maritime blockade of the
self-governing island, and even
for a potential invasion

Chinese military helicopters fly past Pingtan island, one of mainland China’s closest point from Taiwan, in Fujian province on Thursday. (AFP)
but is not seeking it - but will
defend national sovereignty
and territorial integrity.
The live-fire exercises,
which began on Tuesday, started in full at six locations surrounding Taiwan, coming as
close as 9 nautical miles (16.7
kilometres) from its two major
sea ports in Keelung and Kaohsiung. For the first time, the
declared areas where the exercises are being held partly cross
into Taiwan’s territorial waters.
The exercises were set to
end on Sunday.

Chinese state media cited
China’s military and various
experts as saying that the manoeuvres were practice for imposing an aerial and maritime
blockade of the self-governing
island, and even for a potential
invasion.
Chinese military representatives have not ruled out that
the PLA could fire missiles over
Taiwan for the first time.
The drills are apparent retaliation for the visit by Pelosi,
the third-highest ranking official in Washington.

Pelosi’s visit fuelled tensions between Beijing and
Washington over Taiwan,
which Beijing’s ruling Communist Party views as part of its
territory, claiming that reunification is inevitable.
According to Chinese
sources, the early announcement of the manoeuvres on
Tuesday evening - immediately
after Pelosi’s arrival in Taiwan
- was intended to give civilian
vessels and aircraft sufficient
time to reroute to avoid the area
around the island.

A confrontation between
China and Taiwan due to miscalculations by forces on either
side could draw the US into the
conflict. The United States officially recognizes the so-called
One China policy but is also
committed to Taiwan’s defence,
which so far has meant supplying weapons.
“We oppose any unilateral
changes to the status quo from
either side; we do not support
Taiwan independence; and
we expect cross-Strait differences to be resolved by peaceful

Further grain silos collapse in Beirut
as city remembers deadly explosion
dpa
Beirut

More of Beirut’s iconic grain
silos collapsed at the port on
Thursday, as the city marked
the second anniversary of the
deadly explosion in the same
area that caused extensive destruction.
Two silos in the northern
part of the port collapsed on
Thursday, civil defence volunteers on the scene said, after
two columns crumbled on
Sunday.
The silos fell after a fire
had burned through the
structures for several weeks,
scattering tons of grains amid
hot weather.
Authorities have not stated what caused the blaze.
The collapse of the silos
has left the port area full of
smoke and dust.
The damage for many
recalled the fire that triggered the explosion of tons of
improperly stored ammoni-

An aerial view shows the Beirut port silos, after a partial collapse due
to an ongoing fire since the beginning of last month, on Thursday. (afp)
um nitrate in 2020 and came
as dozens of families of those
who died in the disaster gathered near the port area.
More than 190 people
were killed and 6,000 more

were injured in the explosion on August 4, 2020, that
destroyed large parts of Beirut
and displaced some 300,000
people.
On Thursday, some of

the victims’ families shouted: “We want justice for our
children.” The crowd carried
empty white empty coffins
and demanded an investigation, with no results released
so far. “This is an open
wound,” read one placard at
the protest.
Experts have said that
the silos in the area absorbed
much of the impact of the
blast two years ago, sparing
the city even worse damage.
The families and activists
have called on the government to preserve the silos to
remind people of Lebanon’s
worst peacetime tragedy.
Their pleas followed a
decision by the Lebanese authorities in April to tear down
the silos. “They killed our
children twice. Once when
the blast occurred and now
as these silos fall while the investigation has not even been
completed,” said Ibrahim Hoteit whose brother was killed
in the blast.

means,” the US State Department says on its website in a
fact sheet on Taiwan relations
updated at the end of May.
However, US President
Joe Biden has made reference
to the obligation the US has to
defend Taiwan in the event of a
Chinese attack.
Meanwhile Chinese Foreign
Minister Wang Yi cancelled a
planned meeting with his Japanese counterpart Yoshimasa
Hayashi, a spokeswoman for
the Foreign Ministry confirmed
in Beijing on Thursday.
Wang was due to meet
Hayashi on the sidelines of
a meeting of the Association
of South-East Asian Nations
(ASEAN) in the Cambodian
capital Phnom Penh.
Chinese Foreign Ministry
spokeswoman Hua Chunying
justified the cancellation with
China’s anger at Japan’s position on the escalation around
Taiwan, together with the United States and the EU within
the framework of the Group of
Seven (G7) leading industrialized countries.

Taliban warns
US over killing
of Zawahiri in
Afghanistan
dpa
Berlin

After al-Qaeda leader Ayman
al-Zawahiri was killed in Afghanistan in a targeted US airstrike, the Taliban have warned
Washington against conducting further such operations.
In a statement released
by the militants on Thursday,
the Taliban accused the US of
breaking its peace agreement
with the group, which took full
control of the country last year.
In the event of a repetition
of such an operation, the US
government would be responsible for any consequences, it
said.
Nearly a year ago, the US
pulled all troops from Afghanistan in a chaotic withdrawal
that put an end to international military operations in the
country after almost 20 years.
The Taliban and the US had negotiated the withdrawal under
the condition that the Islamists would not allow al-Qaeda
members to use Afghanistan as
a hideout.
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Iranian
nuclear
talks open
in Vienna
dpa
Vienna

Talks aimed at reviving the
international nuclear deal with
Iran resumed in Vienna on
Thursday.
After months of deadlock
among the sides, the fresh negotiations are an effort to salvage
the 2015 agreement, officially
called the Joint Comprehensive
Plan of Action (JCPOA).
EU chief negotiator Enrique Mora is coordinating the
negotiations.
Western diplomats see only
a brief window of opportunity
of a few weeks to potentially
salvage the pact, whose aim has
always been to keep Iran from
building nuclear weapons.
There were no immediate signs of a breakthrough in
Thursday’s talks.
The delegations — including diplomats from Germany,
France, Britain, Russia and
China — are discussing a draft
proposal made back in March
which has been modified slightly recently.
The Iran nuclear agreement, when fully implemented,
aims to curb Iran’s nuclear programme, in exchange for sanctions relief.
But talks between Iran
and the six other parties to the
agreement — China, Germany,
France, Britain, Russia and the
United States — have faltering
for months.
DPA has learned that the
new version being discussed
should take into account nuclear advances that Tehran has
made in recent months, some
of which would be needed to be
walked back.
In that time, Iran has proceeded with uranium enrichment to the level of 60%, well
above the 3.6% permitted under UN resolutions.
On Monday, Iran’s nuclear
chief Mohammed Eslami again
claimed that his country could
already build a nuclear bomb
but does not want to.
Another point of contention is the issue of lifting USimposed sanctions and the
status of Iran’s Revolutionary
Guard (IRGC), which the United States has listed as a terrorist
organization.
“The Onus is on those who
breached the deal & have failed
to distance from ominous legacy,” the leader of the the Iranian delegation, Kani Bagheri,
tweeted.
“The US must seize the opportunity offered by the JCPOA
partners’ generosity; ball is in
their court to show maturity &
act responsibly,” he added.
The US special envoy for
Iran, Robert Malley, tweeted
that Washington’s “expectations are in check, but the US
welcomes EU efforts and is prepared for a good faith attempt
to reach a deal. It will shortly be
clear if Iran is prepared for the
same.”
Iranian President Ebrahim
Raisi has called for the lifting of
all the sanctions imposed by the
US following its unilateral withdrawal in 2018 from the nuclear deal during the presidency of
Donald Trump.

Iceland remains calm as lava flow continues after volcanic eruption
dpa
Reykjavik

Glowing red lava was still
flowing on Thursday after a
volcanic eruption on Iceland’s
Reykjanes peninsula, about
30 kilometres south-west of
the capital Reykjavik, a “relatively small” one according
to the North Atlantic island’s
government.
Live images broadcast
on Icelandic television
showed molten lava coming from a fissure several
hundred metres long in the
rugged landscape.
White smoke rose continuously from the molten
rock. According to initial
measurements, the eruption

was much more powerful in
the early hours than at the
beginning of a similar one in
2021.
A series of earthquakes
that heralded the eruption
also continued: On Thursday
morning, a quake with a magnitude of 4.6 was measured
on the peninsula, according
to data from the Icelandic
Meteorological Authority.
The number of tremors,
however, has decreased
noticeably since the eruption,
according to the authority.
The eruption started on
Wednesday afternoon near
the mountain Fagradalsfjall.
Scientists expected one due
to earthquakes and associated
underground magma move-

People visit the scene of the newly-erupted volcano taking place in
Meradalir valley, near mount Fagradalsfjall, Iceland, on Thursday. (Afp)
ments. There is no major
danger to people or the surrounding area, according to

findings so far.
The island state’s government also remained calm,

with Prime Minister Katrín
Jakobsdóttir speaking of a
“relatively small” eruption.
“We’ve been expecting an
eruption somewhere in this
area since the series of earthquakes started last weekend,” Iceland’s premier was
cited as saying in a statement
on Thursday.
“What we know so far is
that the eruption does not
pose any risk to populated areas or critical infrastructure,”
she added.
It is still unclear how long
the eruption will last. An
eruption on the same peninsula last year saw lava fountains shooting upwards for
months. The natural spectacle
attracted countless volcanolo-

gists, hikers and travellers.
This time, too, curious
onlookers have made their
way to the eruption site, with
media reports speaking of
thousands of people.
A helicopter pilot told
broadcaster RÚV that the
number of requests for
helicopter tours has skyrocketed. So far, however, the
airspace over the volcano is
still closed.
The government also advised hikers to stay of the area
due to the gas development.
Iceland’s chief police officer
Vídir Reynisson, in comments
to RÚV, said that the kilometre-long route to the eruption
site was only suitable for
experienced hikers.
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Biden’s Border Qatar Confirms Importance
Fiasco Is
Of NPT As Effective Tool
Expanding
For Collective Security

F

rom Day One, President Joe
Biden’s immigration policy
has been largely incoherent.
It’s now verging on a crisis.
In June, authorities recorded
191,898 apprehensions at the border, following more than 222,000
the previous month. Would-be
migrants have been processed
after crossing the southwestern
border more than 1.7 million
times so far this year, already exceeding last year’s record-setting
tally. Distinctive catastrophes —
such as the deaths of 53 migrants
in an abandoned tractor-trailer in
San Antonio in June — have only
punctuated these grim figures.
With this influx has come a
host of related problems. Human trafficking has surged. Huge
amounts of illegal weapons and
drugs — in particular, fentanyl
— have turned up at the border.
So far this year, 56 migrants have
been flagged by the Terrorist
Screening Database, up from 15
last year. More than 15,000 unaccompanied children were picked
up in June alone. Border-state
governors have been sending busloads of asylum seekers to Washington, where social-safety nets
are fraying as a result.
These trends are very unlikely
to improve without bold action.
During his four years in office, President Donald Trump attempted to reduce migrant flows
using two programs. The first,
known as Remain in Mexico, required most asylum seekers to
remain south of the border while
their cases were processed. In response to legal challenges and the
start of the pandemic, that policy
was set aside in favor of another
measure, Title 42, which allowed
for widespread expulsions on
public-health grounds. Though
implemented haphazardly — in
keeping with Trump’s generally
cruel and incompetent approach
to the border — both policies had
the effect of significantly slowing
unauthorized entries.
As for Biden? He’s been trying to shut down both programs
since the start of his presidency,
without specifying plausible alternatives. He has proposed a
funding cut for border apprehen-

sions and removals. He published
an ill-conceived reform structure
that seemed to act as an invitation for further migration without
laying the necessary groundwork.
Vice President Kamala Harris —
deputized by Biden to head up a
response to the crisis — has spent
just three days in Latin America
over 16 months.
Such inattention has allowed
obvious problems at the border
to fester, while giving unauthorized migrants the false hope that
they’ll be allowed entry to the US.
The bottom line is that all
asylum seekers have a right to
have their claims heard in court,
yet the US must ensure the system doesn’t get completely overwhelmed. Of the imperfect options available, Remain in Mexico
(formally, the Migrant Protection
Protocols) makes the most sense.
The Biden administration has
been begrudgingly working with
the Mexican government to improve this program, including by
expanding the hiring of immigration judges to speed case reviews
and providing migrants with
more lawyers. It should also work
to ensure they have safe housing
and job opportunities and to reduce the distances they have to
travel for court appearances. With
such improvements in place, and
buy-in from Mexico, the policy
should help restore order to the
asylum process while addressing
humanitarian concerns.
Longer-term, the US needs
comprehensive reforms that
would pair increased funding for
law enforcement and immigration courts with an expanded
guest-worker program, which
would relieve pressure on the
border and ease labor shortages
in the agriculture and food-producing industries. Meanwhile,
added investment, public and private, in northern Central America
could help stem the violence and
poverty that have caused so many
to flee in the first place.
The problems at the southern
border are complex but not unsolvable. They should never have
reached this point of near-crisis.
What’s most needed now is leadership.

Sheikha Alya stresses the importance of strengthening the nuclear non-proliferation regime
to ensure that peaceful nuclear activities are not diverted to other purposes
QNA

Q

New York

atar has emphasized the importance of
the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons (NPT) as an effective tool
for collective security through the practical
steps taken for the essential, fair, and balanced implementation of NPT’s three core pillars,
calling for joint action towards achieving the entire goals of the treaty.
This came during the statement of Qatar delivered by Permanent Representative of the State
of Qatar to the United Nations HE Sheikha Alya
Ahmed bin Saif Al Thani in the Tenth Review
Conference of the Parties to the NPT being held
in UN Headquarters in New York from Aug. 1 to
26, 2022.
Sheikha Alya indicated that the review conference is being convened in a very complicated
situation as nuclear weapons still pose a profound
threat to mankind and the nonproliferation regime is exposed to numerous challenges, where
the consecutive international crises and the global
economic imbalances are adversely affecting the
expansion and enhancement of the peaceful utilization of atomic energy, especially in the developing countries that suffer from the decline of the
opportunities of sustainable development.
She pointed out that the conference can further underscore the keenness of upholding the
contractual obligations to the international community and ensure the importance of the treaty
as an effective tool for collective security through
pursuing practical steps for fair and balanced
implementation of its three core pillars, including nonproliferation, disarmament, and peaceful
uses of nuclear energy.
She called for initiating the multi-lateral negotiation context to attain a binding document
that achieves the goal included in the sixth article
of the treaty, emphasizing that pending attainment of that goal, there would be an exigent need
for finding out an international instrument that is
legally binding for all nuclear weapons states to
essentially pledge to provide safeguards to nonnuclear-weapon states parties to the treaty to refrain from using nuclear weapons or threaten to
use them against the states.
Sheikha Alya emphasized the significance of
enhancing NPT’s regime to ensure that peaceful
uses of nuclear energy are not diverted to other
purposes to make sure that IAEA’s safeguards
system, which is essentially formulated with the
additional protocol, constitutes the cornerstone
of verification of nuclear non-proliferation regime

Permanent Representative of the State of Qatar to the United Nations HE Sheikha Alya Ahmed bin
Saif Al Thani.
to achieve the treaty’s goals, pointing out that
IAEA is the international agency which is solely
entrusted to conduct verification that requires all
kinds of support from the entire states to further
undertake that role.
She underscored that the international verification regime will remain deficient unless it is
accompanied by concerted efforts to halt the nuclear arms race, in addition to reducing nuclear
stockpiles, and ultimately attain nuclear disarmament, stressing the importance of exerting the
assiduous efforts for the sake of achieving the
treaty’s universality, calling for the necessary accession of non-nuclear states parties to the treaty
as nonnuclear states.
She stressed that the entitlement for the
peaceful use of atomic energy is an inalienable
right of the states which remains an integral part
of their rights in development and is considered
one of the three pillars of the treaty, expressing
her appreciation and gratitude for IAEA for enhancing and expanding the contribution of atomic energy to peace, health, and prosperity in the
entire world, calling for fostering IAEA’s role in
supporting the peaceful uses of atomic energy,
particularly the technical cooperation program
which is deemed the key tool of IAEA to transfer nuclear technology to the member states for

peaceful uses.
Sheikha Alya also urged advanced states in
the nuclear industry to provide scientific and
technical assistance to the developing countries
which need greater support, including expanded
international cooperation.
In the statement of Qatar, she also tackled the
decision of the 1995 Review Conference concerning the middle east, where she stressed that it is
an integral part of infinite treaty extension deal,
and will remain valid pending accomplishment
of its goals. She added that there is the collective
responsibility of establishing the region imposed
by documents and international resolutions, including UN Security Council’s Resolutions No.
487 of 1981 and 687 of 1991, emphasizing that the
persistent absence of progress toward establishing the region has grave consequences that might
potentially threaten regional and international
peace and security, indicating that the review
conference called for rectifying the track and take
further effective steps to achieve progress in establishing the region.
She called on all treaty member states to reach
an essential consensus in order for the conference
to come out with a final document that advances
the joint action towards the full accomplishment
of the NPT objectives.

‘Fans Will Find Qatar Very Friendly And Hospitable’
England fan Steve Mackie says this year’s FIFA World Cup will create special memories

F

ans who attend this year’s FIFA
World Cup in Qatar will discover a
welcoming and hospitable country according to Englishman Steve Mackie,
who has lived in Doha for 13 years.
The business start-up mentor, podcaster and street soccer enthusiast recently
spoke to qatar2022.qa about Qatar’s massive development over the past decade, the
country’s leading tourist attractions and
what he thinks of England’s chances heading into this year’s tournament, which will
be held in eight state-of-the-art stadiums
from 21 November to 18 December.
The 55-year-old, who has a wife and
four children, believes football’s showpiece
international event will forge new and lasting friendships for those who attend.
Tell us about your Qatar journey
so far.
It began 13 years ago when we launched
a website called ‘Business Start Up Qatar’ –
and from there, we’ve never looked back. I
also host ‘In the Game’ – which was one of
the country’s first podcasts. Here in Qatar,
there are some amazing sportspeople and
we shine a light on these athletes by telling their stories. I also work as the Operations Director for Qatar Street Soccer, which
runs football matches in small areas to give
players a high-cardio workout. It was really

popular before the pandemic – sometimes
we would play until 4 AM.
What has Qatar’s transformation
been like over the past 13 years?
It’s been incredible. The country was
incredible to begin with – but it’s always
improving, always trying to get to the next
level. I’ll never forget the day Qatar was
named as the host for the 2022 World Cup
– the Corniche was gridlocked; you would
have thought Qatar had won the World
Cup. It was amazing to see what it meant
to Qataris. I believe it is well deserved; the
Middle East deserves to host this tournament. It’s been a wonderful journey to experience.
What are your favourite three
things to do in Qatar?
To name just three is very difficult. Souq
Waqif is one of my favourite places. It is
something you have to experience when you
come here. I also love Msheireb and the 3-21 Qatar Olympic and Sports Museum. I love
going back there as there is always something I have missed. What they have done
there is incredible.
What advice would you give to
England fans travelling to Qatar for
the FIFA World Cup?

The first thing to do is offer your hand in
friendship because everybody here will take
that hand. That’s the type of place Qatar is.
The other thing to do is learn about the culture. It is wonderful and hospitable here. As
long as you are polite and courteous, and get
to know the country and people, you will enjoy your experience here.
England’s group stage matches
will be played at Khalifa International, Al Bayt and Ahmad Bin Ali. How
much are you looking forward to experiencing the atmosphere at these

venues?
I’ve been to Al Bayt before and it’s incredible. It seems to be everyone’s favourite stadium. What they are doing there from a legacy
point of view is amazing – there is a surrounding park and other facilities, all for the local
community. For England to be playing there
will be brilliant. I’ve also been to Ahmad Bin
Ali and that was a magical experience. Khalifa
is probably my favourite venue – when you
walk into the stadium, it’s delightful. There’s
so much history behind it.
England are considered one of the

favourites to lift the FIFA World Cup
in Qatar. What do you make of their
chances?
England fans can be critical of our national team. Sometimes, we haven’t reached
people’s expectations, so there has been
frustration in the past. Gareth Southgate
has got us together and is playing a different
style of football. In 2018, we were in touching distance of the final and we lost the Euro
2020 final on penalties. I hope the players
can gel effectively. I think we’ve got a chance
but I’m at an age now where I don’t want to
get too confident.
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Russian court sends NBA star Griner
to 9 years in jail on drugs charges
Olympic champion Griner detained in February in Moscow, days before Russian invasion of Ukraine
DPA
MOSCOW

A Russian court has sentenced
US basketball player Brittney
Griner to nine years at a prison camp for illegal drug possession, the TASS news agency reported from the court in
Khimki near Moscow.
She was also fined 1 million roubles ($16,300), according to media reports.
Olympic champion Griner,
who plays in Russia in the US
off-season, was detained in
February at Moscow Sheremetyevo airport, days before
Russian
troops
invaded
Ukraine.
The basketball star admitted that she had been carrying
cannabis oil, which she was
using as a painkiller in consultation with a doctor, a common practice in the US, she
told the court last week.
Griner was found by the
court to have been in possession of illegal substances and
attempted smuggling. She
pleaded guilty to the charge.
The prosecution had demanded nine years and six
months, close to the maximum
sentence of 10 years. The defence called for her acquittal.
When asked, Griner said
she understood the sentence.
Her defence team said it
would appeal the judge’s decision.
Washington meanwhile
demanded her release.
“Today, American citizen Brittney Griner received
a prison sentence that is one
more reminder of what the
world already knew: Russia is

The basketball star admitted that she had been carrying cannabis oil, which
she was using as a painkiller in consultation with
a doctor, a common practice in the US, she told
the court last week

US Women National Basketball Association’s basketball player Brittney Griner in Khimki outside Moscow,
on Thursday. (AFP)

‘Putin could attack more countries if he wins Ukraine warn’
RUSSIA could attack more
nearby countries if Russian
President Vladimir Putin
succeeds in the Ukraine war,
NATO Secretary General Jens
Stoltenberg warned on Thursday in Norway.
“If Russia wins this war,
[Putin] will have confirmation
that violence works. Then other
neighbouring countries may be
wrongfully detaining Brittney.
It’s unacceptable, and I call on
Russia to release her immediately so she can be with her

next,” Stoltenberg said, referring to the Russian president’s
invasion of Ukraine.
The NATO chief underlined
the importance of supporting Ukraine in a speech at a
summer camp on the island
of Utøya for the youth wing of
Norway’s Labour Party.
“A world where the lesson
for Putin is that he gets what
wife, loved ones, friends, and
teammates,” US President Joe
Biden said in a statement. He
said his administration would

he wants by using military force
is also a more dangerous world
for us,” Stoltenberg said.
As well as supporting
Ukraine, Stoltenberg said
NATO’s second task was to prevent the conflict from spreading. The attack underscored
the importance of the Western
alliance for Europe’s defence,
he said. (DPA)
“continue to work tirelessly
and pursue every possible avenue” to bring her home safely
as soon as possible.

Sunak and Truss clash over
tax plans ahead of debate
PA MEDIA/DPA
LONDON

RISHI Sunak launched a fresh attack on Liz Truss’s plans for tax
cuts ahead of the pair’s next debate
in their quest to become Britain’s
prime minister.
The former chancellor said his
foreign secretary rival in the Conservative leadership race would further drive up interest rates, raising
mortgage payments, with her plans.
His warning came as the Bank of
England was forecast to raise interest rates to the highest level in nearly
three decades on Thursday, from
1.25% to 1.75%.
A Bank of England announcement is scheduled for midday, with
experts warning that inflation could
peak at 15%, adding to the already
painful cost-of-living crisis with spiralling prices.
Meanwhile, the pair are also due
to face off in a head-to-head debate
on Sky News on Thursday evening.
Sunak has faced attacks from
Truss for overseeing rising taxes
while in No 11 during the pandemic,
as she pledges a more radical plan to
slash them. He has insisted he does
want to see taxes come down, but argues it is necessary to bring inflation
under control before making major

Rishi Sunak (AFP)
changes.
The former chancellor stressed
there are “crucial differences” between their plans “because timing
is everything.” “If we rush through
premature tax cuts before we have
gripped inflation all we are doing is
giving with one hand and then taking away with the other,” he said in
a statement.
“That would stoke inflation and
drive up interest rates, adding to
people’s mortgage payments. And
it would mean every pound people

get back in their pockets is nothing
more than a down payment on rising prices.
“A policy prospectus devoid of
hard choices might create a warm
feeling in the short term, but it will
be cold comfort when it lets Labour
into Number 10 and consigns the
Conservative Party to the wilderness of opposition.” Truss countered
by saying “we cannot tax our way
to growth” and insisting her plans
would not drive up prices further.
“My economic plan will get our
economy moving by reforming the
supply side, getting EU regulation
off our statute books, and cutting
taxes,” she said.
“Delivering bold reforms to the
supply side is the way we’ll tackle
inflation in the long run and deliver
sustainable growth. Modest tax cuts
- including scrapping a potentially
ruinous corporation tax rise that
hasn’t even come into force - are not
inflationary.” Thursday’s debate follows a previous head-to-head last
week, held on TalkTV on July 26,
which was halted after presenter
Kate McCann fainted off-camera
while Truss was speaking.
McCann later said she was feeling “a little embarrassed, a little bit
bruised, but glad to be back and totally fine.”

Family confirms final bid to let Britain’s
Archie Battersbee ‘die with dignity’
DPA
LONDON

THE family of 12-year-old Archie Battersbee have filed a last-minute bid
with the High Court in London to have
him moved to die in a hospice “with
dignity” rather than in a hospital.
Doctors treating the schoolboy for
the last four months declared Archie
to be “brain-stem dead,” prompting
a lengthy but ultimately failed legal
battle by his family to continue his life
support treatment in the hope the unconscious boy would recover.
The European Court of Human
Rights (ECHR) refused an application
from the boy’s parents on Wednesday
to delay any changes to his treatment,

which is due to be withdrawn from 11
am (1000 GMT) on Thursday.
The family confirmed they have
now lodged a final application to the
High Court in London to transfer Archie from the Royal London Hospital
to a hospice.
Hollie Dance, the boy’s mother,
said she wanted her son to “spend his
last moments” together with family
privately.
Speaking to Times Radio hours
before her son’s life support is due
to be turned off, Dance said that Archie’s loved ones have not been able
to have privacy at the hospital, saying: “We can’t even have the chance
to be in a room together as a family
without nurses.” She added: “There’s

absolutely no privacy, which is why,
again, the courts keep going on about
this dignified death - why aren’t we
allowed to take our child to a hospice
and spend his last moments, his last
days together privately? “Why is the
hospital obstructing it?” She said: “It’s
going be awful today.
“I woke up absolutely sick to my
stomach. Like I just feel this hospital have so much to answer for and I
don’t really know what else to say today.”
The child has been in a coma since
he was found unconscious at his home
in Southend, Essex, on April 7 and is
being kept alive by a combination of
medical interventions, including ventilation and drug treatments.

The US has slammed the
trial as politically motivated,
coming amid Russia’s war on
neighbouring Ukraine.
Biden had promised Griner’s wife Cherelle Griner his
help and support, in a call in
early July.
US Secretary of State Antony Blinken and his Russian
counterpart Sergei Lavrov also
discussed the possibility of a
prisoner exchange that could
potentially bring about Griner’s
release, along with that of Paul
Whelan, another US citizen detained in Moscow.
Whelan has been imprisoned for alleged espionage
since his arrest in 2018.
Griner, a twice Olympic champion and star of the
Phoenix Mercury WNBA
team, plays in Russia in the
US off-season, as many other
professional players do.
Seen as one of the best
players in the WNBA, she has
played for the UMMC Ekaterinburg team since 2015, helping the club win the Euroleague
four times. Griner won two gold
medals at the Olympics, playing for the US women’s team in
2016 and 2020, as well as world
championships with the US national team.
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News
in brief
US, Italy approve Sweden and
Finland joining NATO
WASHINGTON/ROME: The US Senate voted overwhelmingly
to approve the accession of Sweden and Finland to NATO
on Wednesday, with the resolution gaining the support of 95
senators.
The single dissenting vote came from Republican Senator
Josh Hawley of Missouri, who argued that there should be less
focus on security in Europe and much more on the threat from
China. US President Joe Biden has strongly backed the accession of Finland and Sweden to NATO, and referred the matter
to the Senate for consideration in July. Sweden and Finland
applied to join the Western defence alliance in the wake of the
Russian invasion of Ukraine. Until now, the two countries have
been close partners, but not members, of NATO. (DPA)

Killing of jailed Corsican separatist
continues to unsettle France
PARIS: More than four months after the death of imprisoned
Corsican separatist Yvan Colonna, the case continues to
cause a stir in France.
The 61-year-old, who was in prison for the murder of top
Corsican official Claude Érignac in 1998, was attacked by
another inmate and died in March.
As a result, disciplinary proceedings were recently opened
against a warden at the prison in Arles, on the southern French
mainland.
That has stoked anger among the prison staff, who argue
that investigators are trying to make the warden a scapegoat
for the fiasco.
In protest, about 100 guards blocked access to the prison
on Thursday, according to media reports. (DPA)

Fire spreads in Berlin forest after
explosion at police blasting site
BERLIN: After an explosion at a police blasting site in Berlin’s
Grunewald forest, a fire has broken out in the adjacent forest
and is spreading, the fire brigade said on Thursday.
An area of roughly 1.5 hectares was affected and further
explosions have occurred. Residential areas are not in danger,
however, according to firefighters.
“We will prevent that,” a spokesman said.
Though there have been no casualties, Berliners are being
told to avoid the area as far as possible.
It is assumed that the extreme dryness in the area will
influence the further course of the fire. The extreme heat
expected on Thursday will be especially hard on the emergency
services. Due to further explosions and flying debris, the fire
brigade said it had not yet started extinguishing the fire, and
the emergency services had initially withdrawn to about 1,000
metres away. (DPA)

Bank of England predicts
recession at end of year
PAGE 8
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Strong earnings drive
Qatari stocks higher
for third week in row
Foreign institutions bought Qatari stocks worth $3.64 bn since the start of this financial year
SATYENDRA PATHAK
DOHA

QATARI stocks maintained upward momentum for the third
consecutive week as the Qatar
Stock Exchange (QSE) general
index gained 254.59 points, or
1.94 percent, during the week
to close at 13,376.64 points.
The bull run throughout
the week resulted in QSE market capitalisation increasing by
2.9 percent to reach QR743.3
billion compared with QR722.1
billion at the end of the previous trading week.
The gains were mainly led
by foreign institutions that
remained bullish, closing
the week with net buying of
QR285.6 million against net
buying of QR93.6 million in
the previous week.
Foreign retail investors,
however, closed the week with
net selling of QR49.7 million
against net selling of QR26
million in the previous week.
According to an estimate
by QNB Financial Services
(QNBFS), foreign institutions were net buyers of Qatari stocks worth $3.64 billion
since the start of this financial
year.
The week saw Qatari institutions turn bearish with
net selling of QR106.2 million
against net buying of QR93.4
million in the week before.
Qatari retail investors also remained bearish with net selling of QR129.7 million against
net selling of QR161.1 million
the week before.
Trading value during the
week increased 40 percent
to QR3,666.7 million from
QR2,618.4 million in the previous trading week.
Estithmar
Holding
(IGRD) was the top valued

The QSE market capitalisation increased by 2.9 percent to reach QR743.3 billion compared with QR722.1 billion at the end of the previous
trading week.
traded stock during the week
with a total traded value of
QR532.6 million.
Traded volume surged
up 57.9 percent to 1,423.7
million shares against 901.7
million shares in the previous trading week. Estithmar
Holding was the top volume
traded stock during the week
with a total traded volume of
246.1 million shares.
The number of transactions went up by 13.1 percent
to 99,182 against 87,659 in the
previous week.
QNB Group, Masraf Al
Rayan and Qatar Islamic Bank
(QIB) were the primary contributors to the weekly index
gain. QNB Group and Masraf

Al Rayan added 97.60 and
48.61 points to the index, respectively. Further, QIB added
another 23.79 points to the
index.
Ezdan Holding was the
best performing stock for the
week rising 17.3 percent. On
the other hand, Qatar Navigation was the worst performing
stock for the week, declining
4.2 percent.
The week saw five of the
seven sector indices close in
the positive territory. The
banks and financial services
index, which gained 3.38 percent on the back of almost six
percent rise in its main constituent QNB, was the best
performing sector index for

the week.
The real estate index,
which gained almost 3 percent
led by gains of over 17 percent
in Ezdan Holding, was the second best performing sector index for the week.
Of the 46 traded companies during the week, 36
stocks closed the week higher,
while 10 closed in the negative
territory.
The QSE index had carried
its strong performance so far
this year into the first week of
August, benefiting from strong
earnings reports.
Financial analyst Zakariya Abdulaziz said a number
of factors helped the index’s
gains, although he noted that

SENSEX

-9.57 PTS

there was some profit-taking.
He told QNA that the
country’s
macroeconomic
picture was one of the biggest
catalysts for the gains, with
the Qatari economy forecast
to grow 3.4 percent this year
thanks to the oil sector and
growing foreign reserves, in
addition to hosting the World
Cup later in the year which will
boost economic activity.
He noted that news of the
first Ukrainian grain shipment
had a positive impact on investor sentiment, which drove
local and foreign funds to start
buying. He highlighted that
the strong earnings results
from the listed companies also
drove the stock prices higher.
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Investors dump
Chinese stocks,
bonds amid
recession fears
AGENCIES
LONDON

FOREIGN investors continued to cut holdings in Chinese
bonds in July and dumped equities for the first time in four
months, according to a report
by the Institute of International Finance (IIF).
Emerging markets (EM)
posted a fifth straight month
of portfolio outflows, setting
the longest such streak in records going back to 2005, as
global recession risk, inflation
and a strong dollar drew away
cash, the report released on
Wednesday showed.
Chinese debt witnessed
outflows of about $3 billion
last month, while $6 billion exited other EM, IIF estimated.
If confirmed by official
data, it would be the sixth consecutive month of foreign outflows from China’s $20 trillion
bond market.
During the same period,
China’s stock market witnessed $3.5 billion of foreign
outflows, compared with marginal inflows of $2.5 billion in
other EM, the global financial
services trade group added.
The benchmark CSI 300
Index dropped 7 percent,
down every week in July, as
domestic COVID-19 flare-ups,
property woes and global recession risks weighed on the

market.
“China’s A-shares saw a
range-bound, generally weaker trend since July under both
domestic and overseas influences,” China International
Capital Corporation (CICC)
said in a note.
Data showed the world’s
second-largest
economy
slowed sharply in the second quarter, missing market
expectations with only a 0.4
percent increase from a year
earlier.
With the fallout of the
Ukraine war continuing, Sino-US tensions over Taiwan
mounted as US House of Representatives Speaker Nancy
Pelosi visited the self-ruled island claimed by Beijing.
“For the coming months,
several factors will influence
flows dynamics, among these
the timing of inflation peaking and the outlook for the
Chinese economy will be in
focus,” IIF said.
Overseas investors have
been reducing holdings of Chinese bonds since February, as
diverging monetary policies
kept Chinese yields pinned below their US counterparts.
The People’s Bank of China has been easing policy to
aid a COVID-hit economy,
while the US Federal Reserve
has been hiking rates to fight
soaring inflation.

Overseas investors have been reducing holdings of Chinese stocks for
the last six months.

India aims to reduce emissions without affecting economic growth
AGENCIES
NEW DELHI

INDIA has increased its commitments to reduce emissions and increase the use of
green energy beyond the levels promised under the Paris
Agreement in 2015.
The country is one of the
fastest growing global economies and the third largest
contributor of greenhouse
gases after China and the
United States.
The revisions to India’s
Nationally Determined Contributions (NDCs) to the UN
Framework Convention on
Climate Change were announced by the Environment
Ministry on Wednesday.
Instead of aiming far a
33-35 percent reduction in
emissions intensity — defined
as the amount of greenhouse
gas emitted for every unit of
GDP — by 2030, India while
now try to bring this down by
45 per cent, the ministry said.
At the same time, New
Delhi will act to source about
50 percent of it installed pow-

er capacity from non-fossil
fuel-based energy resources.
The ministry said the new
targets were an extension
of Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s vision of “sustainable
lifestyles and climate justice
to protect the poor and vulnerable from adverse impacts
of climate change”.
“The decision on enhanced NDCs demonstrates
India’s commitment at the
highest level for decoupling
of economic growth from
greenhouse gas emissions,”
it said.
“India’s updated NDC
also reaffirms our commitment to work towards a low
carbon emission pathway,
while simultaneously endeavouring to achieve sustainable
development goals.”
The Paris Agreement
of 2015 is a legally binding
international treaty on climate change, seeking to limit
global warming to below 2
degrees Celsius, compared to
pre-industrial levels.
India, the world’s second most populous country,

India is one of the fastest growing global economies and the third largest contributor of greenhouse
gases after China and the United States.
is under pressure to balance
emissions reduction and in-

vestment in clean energy
while striving to upgrade and

expand infrastructure to meet
the needs of 1.3 billion people.

Since 2015, India has installed 66 gigawatts of solar
and wind capacity and can
currently generate 110GW of
electricity from these sources.
Similarly, India has cut
23 million tonnes of carbon
dioxide emissions by promoting the use of energy-efficient
LED bulbs.
At the COP26 climate
talks held in Glasgow, Scotland, last November, Modi
announced that India would
make a one billion-tonne reduction in projected emissions until 2030, and strive
for net-zero emissions by
2070.
Indian Railways, one of
the biggest rail networks in
the world, will achieve a netzero target by 2030, reducing
60 million tonnes of emissions annually, the Environment Ministry said.
India is investing in nonfossil resources to generate 50
per cent generation of its total
energy requirements — 500
gigawatts — by the end of this
decade.
The ministry said tax con-

cessions and incentives for
the adoption of renewable energy in industries would lead
to an overall increase in green
jobs.
It also plans to increase
forest cover to create an additional carbon sink of 2.5 to
3 billion tonnes of carbon dioxide equivalent.
Avantika Goswami, climate change programme
manager at the Centre for
Science and Environment,
a Delhi-based not-for-profit
research and advocacy think
tank, said the new commitments showed India’s intention to work towards climate
change goals.
“From a global standpoint, this is a step up in ambition for India, considering
that it has a very small contribution to historical greenhouse gas emissions. It shows
that India is committed to cooperating and decarbonising
its economy, despite having to
balance major developmental
goals like poverty reduction,”
Goswami told a regional
newspaper.
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Alibaba revenue
beats expectations
despite contraction
Agencies
Chinese
e-commerce
firm Alibaba Group Holding on Thursday beat market expectations for revenue in its quarter ended
June, even as revenue was
nearly flat and the company continues to grapple
with the fallout from increased regulatory scrutiny and slowing economy
growth.
Alibaba reported revenues of 205.6 billion
($30.4 billion) for its quarter ended June, a 0.1% decrease from the same time
last year. It was the first
time that the company reported a contraction in
sales. That was still better
than the average analyst
estimate of $30.09 billion,
according to FactSet.
Net income plunged
50% to 22.7 billion yuan
($3.4 billion). Excluding
one-time charges, adjusted
earnings per ADS totaled
$1.75, topping the average
analyst estimate of $1.60
per share.
Its U.S.-listed shares
rose 5% in early trading
Thursday.
Alibaba had been hit
hard in the last quarter as
China locked down various
cities around the country
to stem the spread of the
coronavirus.
The decline in revenue
was “mainly due to impacts from COVID-19 resurgence and restrictions
that resulted in supply
chain and logistics disruptions in April and most of
May,” the company said in
its earnings release.
Customers in the bus-
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Toyota profit declines as chips
crunch has customers waiting
Agencies

Alibaba reported revenues of
205.6 billion ($30.4 billion) for
its quarter ended June.
tling, cosmopolitan city
of Shanghai, for example,
were unable to shop online
or even order food delivery
during its two-month lockdown.
The Hangzhou-headquartered firm has also in
recent years been scrutinized heavily by regulators,
and has faced anti-monopoly fines. Its cloud business
has also been linked to China’s largest cybersecurity
breach, when a hacker online attempted to sell over
a billion personal records
purportedly from a Shanghai police database.
Alibaba is also facing
fierce competition from
rivals such as Pinduoduo,
which has reported an increase in user numbers, as
well as rival JD.com.
Last week, the U.S.
Securities and Exchange
Commission added Alibaba to a growing list of companies that could face delisting from the U.S. stock
exchanges unless they give
U.S. regulators unfettered
access to their auditing
processes and financial
books.

Toyota’s profit fell nearly
18% in the April-June quarter from the year before, as a
semiconductor shortage that
has slammed the auto industry
dented production at Japan’s
top automaker.
Toyota Motor Corp. reported Thursday a quarterly profit
of 736.8 billion yen ($5.5 billion), down from 897.8 billion
yen the previous year.
Quarterly sales rose 7% to
8.49 trillion yen ($63 billion).
Toyota officials apologized
to customers who have been
waiting for their cars after
putting in orders. Some have
waited so long the vehicle went
through a model change in the
meantime.
Various problems apart
from the chips shortage have
hurt production, such as flooding in South Africa and pandemic lockdowns in Shanghai,
according to the manufacturer
based in Toyota City, central
Japan. Electric vehicles, which
need many chips, have been
the worst hit by the global chips
crunch. Rising material costs
also hurt Toyota’s bottom line.
The negatives offset the
perks of a weaker Japanese
yen. A cheap yen benefits Japanese exporters like Toyota
by boosting the value of their
overseas earnings when they
are converted into yen.
The favorable foreign exchange rate increased Toyota’s
operating income for the quarter by 195 billion yen ($1.5 billion), the company said.
Toyota sold about 2 million
vehicles during the quarter,
down from 2.1 million vehicles
in the same period last year.
But it kept unchanged its
full fiscal year forecast to pro-

A man walks past a Toyota dealer in Tokyo on May 11, 2022. Toyota Motor Corp. reported Thursday, Aug. 4, 2022 a quarterly profit of 736.8
billion yen ($5.5 billion), down from 897.8 billion yen the previous year.
duce 9.7 million vehicles, saying output will pick up in the
months ahead.
Toyota posted record
earnings in the last fiscal year
through March, racking up a
2.85 trillion yen ($21 billion)
profit, up nearly 27% on year.
For the fiscal year through
March 2023, it’s forecasting a
profit of 2.36 trillion yen ($17.6

billion). The projection was
revised upward from an earlier estimate of 2.26 trillion yen
($16.9 billion).
Toyota said it did not include numbers from its group
truck maker Hino Motors because Hino hadn’t released
a forecast. Earlier this week,
Hino acknowledged it had
been falsifying emission and

mileage data for 20 years and
apologized for betraying its
customers’ trust. It has promised to prevent a recurrence.
Toyota, which makes the
Prius hybrid, Lexus luxury
models and Camry sedan, has
been boosting electric vehicle
sales as the world’s interest in
sustainability grows. At times
it has been accused of lagging

in electric vehicles, partly because it’s done well with hybrid
vehicles, like the Prius, which
includes a gasoline engine and
an electric motor.
The company expects to
sell 10.7 million vehicles worldwide in the fiscal year through
March 2023, up from nearly
10.4 million vehicles in the previous fiscal year.

Huawei MateBook X Pro represents a new aesthetic benchmark
Tribune News Network
Doha

When the topic of flagship
laptops is brought up, some
of the things that might cross
your mind are probable jawdropping design, outstanding
performance, visionary capabilities, right? Essentially, a
flagship laptop should stand
out in every aspect with highend specifications and features that enhance the overall
user experience. This is what
Huawei did with its newly
released Huawei MateBook
X Pro: It comes with a new,
unique and minimalist design
highlighted by a 3.1K Real Colour FullView Display and an
ultra-slim magnesium alloy
body. Its robust performance
has been boosted thanks to the
EvoTM certified 12th Gen Intel Core processor in addition
to the futuristic Super Device
features which re-define the
smart flagship laptop experience, allowing the Huawei
MateBook X Pro to set itself
as the new benchmark in that
segment.
The Huawei MateBook
X Pro also represents a new
aesthetic benchmark debuting with new colourways of
Ink Blue and the signature
Space Gray to cater to the
needs of different consumers. The Ultimate Elegant
High-Performance Flagship
laptop Huawei MateBook X
Pro will be available in Qatar
on August 11 with pre-orders
starting on July 28 at a price
starting at QR6,399 with gifts
worth QR1,296 from Huawei’s
online platforms as well as certified retailers.
The new Huawei MateBook X Pro features a 14.2inch screen with 3.1K (3120
x 2080) high resolution and
264 PPI. The screen does
not show graininess when
viewed from a normal reading distance. The new Huawei
MateBook X Pro features a
14.2-inch Huawei Real Colour
FullView Display that supports precision 10-point highsampling-rate touch control.

It maintains Huawei’s advantages in the display field in
four dimensions, being clear,
smooth, authentic and comfortable. Huawei has introduced more industry-leading
breakthroughs including Universal Colour Consistency and
professional anti-reflection,
making Huawei’s professional display a benchmark
in the industry. In addition to
a refresh rate of up-to 90 Hz
browsing files, glancing popup comments in videos, playing games and more will all
look and feel smooth. A laptop
with excellent colour gamut
performance will be important
for professionals who need
accurate colour reproduction
during retouching and colour
correction. The new Huawei
MateBook X Pro supports
the film-grade P3 wide colour gamut. P3 now exhibits
a 20% larger colour gamut
than sRGB for the commonly
used red and green. The new
Huawei MateBook X Pro has
reached the colour accuracy
of ΔE&lt;1 in the P3 colour
gamut and sRGB colour gamut. It has also passed the TÜV
Rheinland Pro-level Colour
Accuracy with Dual-Colour
Gamut Certification , the most
professional screen colour
certification standard of TÜV
Rheinland. Huawei MateBook
X Pro managed to achieve a
92.5% screen-to-body ratio
with the top bezel being just
6 mm wide, meaning Huawei
lead the industry in this regard. The laptop weighs just
1.26 kg , making it highly portable. The surface of the cover
has a unique matte finish that
delivers a warm and comfortable touch. Together with the
all-new Ink Blue colour (the
Premium Edition), it offers a
new sensory experience, and
reveals the exceptional taste of
its users. Huawei introduced
the laptop with a Skin-soothing metallic body, delivering
a unique matte surface. Such
surface design has a skinfriendly feel and offers a comfortable grip. What’s more, the
innovative Micro-arc Oxida-

tion Coating process is applied
to the magnesium alloy airy
body, which not only improves
the hardness and wear resistance of the product body, but
also makes the production
process more environmentally
friendly. Huawei also innovatively applied a Skin-soothing
Metallic paint process on the
surface of the cover, which
gives the body a matte finish.
Performance
Huawei MateBook X Pro
features a powerful 12th Gen
Intel® Core™ processor in
a lightweight body, powered
by the advanced Intel 7 process and Core™ i7-1260P.
More importantly, a new
performance hybrid architecture is adopted for the new
processor. It consists of four
Performance-cores and eight
Efficient-cores, which add up
to 12 cores and 16 threads.
The multi-core performance
is improved by 60% compared with previous generation products . By pressing the
Fn + P key, users can enable
the 30W Performance Mode
, supporting them in working
more efficiently and handling
complex tasks simultaneously
including video conferencing, file review and web page
browsing, with great ease. The
Intel® Iris® Xe graphics card

is used to provide outstanding graphics processing performance, making complex
graphics processing effortless
and smooth. All versions of
the Huawei MateBook X Pro
have been certified by Intel®
Evo™, delivering exceptional
responsiveness and ensuring a
great video conferencing experience. The new laptop comes
with 16 GB LPDDR5 5200
MHz dual-channel high-speed
memory and supports up to 1
TB NVMe PCIe SSD (512 GB
is available for you to choose
from) for more efficient read,
storage, and compression
of large files and smoother
switchover across multiple
tasks.
In addition, the upgraded
Super Turbo technology facilitates in-depth optimisation at
the system level for a quicker
and smoother response. This
contributes to a better experience, especially in video
conferencing and heavy office
scenarios.
Super Device Features
The Huawei MateBook
X Pro take multi-device collaboration to a whole new
level, thanks to Super Device
, bringing super productivity
with a cohesive multi-device
experience. It lets you effortlessly connect to other Huawei

devices nearby and collaborate
between them all. Simply place
your Huawei FreeBuds Pro 2,
mice, keyboards, speakers and
printers close to the Huawei
MateBook X Pro, and the laptop will automatically discover
them and provide a prompt for
quick and easy pairing .
In addition, with smartphones like the newly
launched Huawei Mate Xs 2
and tablets like the new Huawei MatePad Pro, it is even
more useful. Once you have
wirelessly connected your
phone, you will see its UI (User
Interface) appear on your laptop screen, so you can operate
it as if your smartphone and
laptop are one device. You can
access and edit your files, use
and manage up to three phone
app windows simultaneously,
take video or audio calls from
your phone through your
MateBook, and even use your
mouse and keyboard to control your smartphone. In Mirror Mode, the laptop screen is
projected onto the tablet, with
both devices showing the same
content: the tablet can benefit
from the laptop’s incredible
performance; while the laptop
can access the tablet’s stylus,
making drawing even easier.
With Extend Mode, the laptop
display is extended to the tablet, allowing the tablet to serve

as an external monitor so you
can scroll and browse easily
between the two – perfect for
making notes during a class or
meeting. Finally, Collaborate
Mode lets you share content
between the devices via a simple drag and drop, so anything
left on one can easily be transferred to the other.
The Huawei MateBook
X Pro can also connect to a
Huawei MateView monitor, so
you can see your work on an
even larger screen. The laptop
also supports multi-device file
management and AI search;
the former enables users to
easily search across their connected devices, bringing a collaborative experience between
laptops and other connected
devices, while the latter supports quick search of files and
images on the PC, the Internet, and other interconnected
devices for greater flexibility.
Free Touch
The new Huawei MateBook X Pro’s is also equipped
with a force sensor to detect
pressure. The touchpad responds to your tap instantly –
no matter where you tap. The
unique touchpad design greatly enlarges the control area of
the multi-gesture touchpad,
bringing a wider touchpad
area for free and unrestrained
experience, improving accuracy, and avoiding accidental
touch. Even without a mouse,
users can unleash their inspiration freely with the laptop.
AI Camera
As hybrid work has become our new normal, AI
Camera helps users handle
various video conferences
and online classes with great
ease and comfort. The Huawei
MateBook X Pro comes with
a HD camera on the top narrow bezel, which integrates
the AI Camera features to
support the video effects of
Beauty, Virtual Background,
FollowCam, and Eye Contact.
It supports any video software.
Users can select and apply the
video effects by going to the

Control Centre at any time.
SuperCharge
The Huawei MateBook X
Pro features a 60Wh (rated capacity) super large battery and
a compact 90W charger supporting SuperCharge. It can
be used to charge computers,
phones, and tablets, making
it a perfect companion during
a trip. The laptop is equipped
with a 3.5 mm earphone jack
and two Thunderbolt™ 4
ports on the left side.
Four Mics
The Huawei MateBook X
Pro features a quad-mic setup
that is placed along the edges
of the laptop. Together, they
support voice pick-up from
sources up to five meters away
from the device. In addition,
during a call, even if the device of the other party does not
support noise reduction, the
Receive signal AI noise reduction algorithm can also perform noise reduction on the
voice of the other party.
Huawei
SOUND®
6
speakers for an outstanding
playback sound quality
The Huawei MateBook X
Pro is equipped with six speakers. The four woofers feature a
back-to-back design to create
stunning bass and clear trebles without increasing thickness. The sound system, in
combination with Huawei’s
Targeted Sound Field technology, brings impressive stereo
sound with clear sound layers
and sense of direction.
Verdict
If you are looking to get a
truly no-compromise flagship
laptop, you would be hardpressed to find a better option
than the Huawei MateBook X
Pro. The dazzling display, alluring lightweight magnesium
alloy body, commanding performance, visionary Super Device features together with the
rest of the appealing specifications truly make the Huawei
MateBook X Pro the Ultimate
Elegant
High-Performance
Flagship Laptop.
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US job market shows
signs of cooling amid
interest rate hikes
Agencies
The US employment market appears to have lost
some of its sizzle, a development that could influence Federal Reserve policy
and further raise concerns
about an economic recession among investors.
Job openings have been
edging lower since April as
rising inflation tightened
its grip on businesses and
crimped consumer spending. In June, openings fell
to 10.7 million, their lowest levels since September.
Openings are still at an historically high level, having
never exceeded 8 million in
a month prior to a year ago.
On Friday, the Labor
Department issues its report on hiring for July.
Economists expect the report to show employers
hired 250,000 workers last
month. That would be down
from 372,000 jobs created
in June and the smallest increase this year. The unemployment rate is expected to
hold steady at 3.6%.
The Fed has been aggressively raising interest
rates in an effort to slow
the economy and cool the
hottest inflation in four decades. The central bank has
raised its key short-term
interest rate to the highest
level since 2018.
A key concern from Wall
Street is that the Fed’s rate
hikes could be too aggressive and push the economy
into a recession. Such concerns weighed on stocks for
the first half of the year, but
the market rallied in July as
investors bet the Fed could

soon ease up on the pace of
the rate increases.
The labor market has
remained strong despite inflation’s grip on the broader
economy, with job openings far outpacing people
seeking employment. A
tighter job market could be
a signal that the economy
is slowing enough for the
Fed to be less aggressive.
It would also be a sign that
inflation itself, particularly
with wages, could be easing
up.
“We need fewer job
openings, which reduces
the chances of bidding wars
for talent and we’re starting
to see that,” said ” Jeff Buchbinder, equity strategist
for LPL Financial.
It has been a strong
jobs market, though, which
helped counter worries that
the economy is already in a
recession. The economy has
contracted for two straight
quarters, which is a longheld informal definition of
a recession, as spending
eases. Economists and analysts have said that strong
employment has helped
shield the broader economy
from slipping into a recession, or at least getting
mired in a long recession
with a deep impact.
“What we have right
now doesn’t seem like (a
recession),” said Fed chair
Jerome Powell, after the
central bank’s most recent
policy meeting in July.
“And the real reason is that
the labor market is just
sending such a signal of
economic strength that it
makes you really question
the GDP data.”

Traders work on the floor at the New York Stock Exchange in
New York, July 1, 2022. The employment market appears to
have lost some of its sizzle, a development that could influence
Federal Reserve policy and further raise concerns about an
economic recession.
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Bank of England predicts
recession at end of year
The rate hike of three-quarters of a point pushes the bank’s key interest rate to 1.75 percent

People wait at the Bank of England in London, Thursday, Aug. 4, 2022.
Agencies
The Bank of England projected Thursday that the United
Kingdom’s economy will enter
a recession at the end of the
year as it hiked interest rates
by the largest amount in more
than 27 years, pushing to tame
accelerating inflation driven
by the fallout from Russia’s
war in Ukraine.
The rate hike of threequarters of a point pushes
the bank’s key interest rate to
1.75%, the highest since the
depths of the global financial
crisis in December 2008. The
move looks to draw down galloping consumer prices driven
by soaring energy costs as
Russia restricts natural gas to
Europe and further cuts are
a risk, Bank of England Gov.
Andrew Bailey said.
“There is an economic cost
to the war,” Bailey said at a
news conference. “But I have
to be clear, it will not deflect us
from setting monetary policy
to bring inflation back to the
2% target.” The bleak outlook
in the world’s fifth-largest
economy shows the ripple effect of the war, with people

mired in a cost-of-living crisis
that has surged the cost of everything from groceries to utility bills. And it lays bare the
difficult position that central
banks worldwide are facing:
how to control surging inflation without tipping economies into recession that were
just beginning to recover from
the coronavirus pandemic.
In the U.K., inflation will
accelerate to over 13% in the
final three months of the year
and remain “very elevated” for
much of 2023, the bank said.
The forecast reflects a sharp
increase from the 40-year high
of 9.4% recorded in June.
The bank’s forecasters
say inflation will hit its highest point for more than 42
years amid the doubling of
wholesale natural gas prices
tied to the war. Those energy
prices will push the economy
into a five-quarter recession
— with gross domestic product shrinking each quarter in
2023.
“Growth thereafter is very
weak by historical standards,”
the bank said.
Central banks around the
world are making borrowing

Inflation to
accelerate
● In the UK, inflation will
accelerate to over 13% in
the final three months of
the year and remain “very
elevated” for much of
2023, says BoE
● The forecast reflects a
sharp increase from the
40-year high of 9.4%
recorded in June.
costs higher for consumers,
businesses and the government, which tends to reduce
spending and ease rising
prices. But such moves are
also likely to slow economic
growth.
The U.S. Federal Reserve
has moved aggressively, increasing its key rate by threequarters of a point in each of
the past two months to a range
of 2.25% to 2.5%. The U.S.
economy shrank from April
through June for a second
straight quarter, raising fears

that the nation may be approaching a recession.
Recession is also a growing
concern in Europe as shrinking flows of natural gas from
Russia drive inflation and
threaten to force factories to
ration this winter. Targeting
persistently high inflation, the
European Central Bank’s first
rate increase in 11 years was
a larger-than-expected halfpoint hike last month.
“The Bank of England has
become the latest in a string
of international central banks
to deliver historically large
rate hikes,” said Luke Bartholomew, senior economist at
abrdn. “The bank’s forecasts
make clear just how difficult
the UK’s economic picture is
compared with other major
countries.” The International
Monetary Fund last week cut
its outlook for global economic growth, citing higher-thanexpected inflation, continuing
COVID-19 outbreaks in China
and further effects from the
war in Ukraine.
The landscape is especially
complicated for central banks
because many of the factors
driving inflation are beyond

their control, particularly food
and energy prices that have
soared due to uncertainty surrounding Russia’s invasion.
External pressures are becoming embedded in the U.K.
economy, with public- and private-sector workers demanding wage increases to prevent
inflation from eroding their
living standards.
“With gas prices continuing to reach record levels, both
households and businesses
will see large increases in their
energy bills throughout the
winter and into 2023,” said
Jack Leslie, senior economist
at the Resolution Foundation,
a think tank focused on the
living standards of low- and
middle-income families.
The last time the U.K. approved a similar interest rate
increase was December 1994,
when those decisions were
still made by the government’s
treasury chief in consultation
with the central bank governor.
Dean Turner, an economist at UBS Global Wealth
Management, said he did not
envy the Bank of England’s
position.

New crypto oversight legislation arrives as industry shakes
Agencies
After 13 years, at least three
crashes, dozens of scams and
Ponzi schemes and hundreds
of billions of dollars made and
evaporated, cryptocurrencies
finally have the full attention
of Congress, whose lawmakers and lobbyists have papered
Capitol Hill with proposals on
how to regulate the industry.
The latest bipartisan proposal came Wednesday from
Sens. Debbie Stabenow, DMich., and John Boozman, RArk. It would hand the regulatory authority over Bitcoin
and Ether to the Commodities
Futures Trading Commission.
Stabenow and Boozman lead
the Senate Agriculture Committee, which has authority
over CTFC.
Bills proposed by other
members of Congress and
consumer advocates have suggested giving the authority to
the Securities and Exchange
Commission.
This year, crypto investors have seen prices plunge
and companies crater with
fortunes and jobs disappearing overnight, and some firms
have been accused by federal
regulators of running an illegal
securities exchange. Bitcoin,
the largest digital asset, trades
at a fraction of its all-time
high, down from more than
$68,000 in November 2021

to about $23,000 on Wednesday.
While
cryptocurrencies
have had crashes before, most
recently in 2018, this crash
has been broader and more
systemic. A major hedge fund
filed for bankruptcy earlier
this summer, which in turn
has caused other cryptocurrency brokers to collapse as
well. Some crypto brokers
have falsely claimed that
their customers’ deposits are
backed by deposit insurance,
like banks are.
Lawmakers, who have run
out of patience with the cryptocurrency industry’s attempts
to live out an unregulated
Libertarian, bank-free world,
are now desperate to implement stringent oversight. The
industry spent $9 million in
2021 on lobbying fees, according to a report by Public Citizen, a figure that is certain to
be higher with all the Congressional proposals this year.
The Stabenow-Boozman
bill would be a win for the
cryptocurrency
industry,
which sees the CFTC as more
industry-friendly
regulator than the SEC. The CFTC,
which had a budget last year of
$304 million with roughly 666
employees, is a fraction of the
size of the SEC, which had a
budget of nearly $2 billion and
4,500 full-time employees.
“(The cryptocurrency in-

The Bitcoin logo appears on the display screen of a cryptocurrency ATM in Salem, N.H., Feb. 9, 2021. A
bipartisan group of senators has proposed a bill to regulate cryptocurrencies. It’s the latest attempt by
Congress to formulate ideas on how to oversee a multibillion-dollar industry that has been racked recently
by collapsing prices and lenders halting operations.
dustry is) trying to get anyone
other than the SEC to regulate them,” said Cory Klippsten, CEO of Swan Bitcoin.
While an advocate for Bitcoin,
Klippsten is deeply skeptical
of much of broader crypto industry, which has produced
a myriad of tokens and other
coins that he considers to be
nothing more than scams.
Cryptocurrency billionaire

Sam Bankman-Fried, who has
donated millions of dollars to
mostly
Democratic-leaning
candidates and super PACs,
tweeted his support for the
Stabenow-Boozman bill.
Boozman, in a call with
reporters, said the industry’s
preferred choice to regulate
crypto is the CFTC.
“They are fairly united on
this,” he said.

In a press conference,
Stabenow and Boozman both
acknowledged that while they
have faith that the CFTC is
up to the task of regulating
cryptocurrencies, the agency
would need support. The
CFTC already oversees futures
contracts for Bitcoin and Etherium, and the bill attempts to
alleviate issues about staffing
by imposing user fees on the

crypto industry. Those funds
in turn would fund more robust supervision of the industry by the CFTC. The bill would
leave crypto-like products, like
tokens or non-fungible tokens
(NFTs), for the SEC to potentially assert its regulative authority.
“Obviously if the CTFC is
to move aggressively in this
area, they are going to need
more resources,” Stabenow
said.
Marlon Cumberbatch, who
conducts consumer research
on cryptocurrency and other
digital assets for the National
Research Group, says despite
the crashes, consumers are
still interested in putting their
money in digital assets. “Some
people believe this is the beginning of the end” for crypto,
Cumberbatch said, “but we
believe this is the end of the
beginning” in terms of investment interest.
There has been a growing
list of proposals out of Congress this year that in various
ways are trying to address the
problems in the cryptocurrency industry. Sen. Pat Toomey,
R-Pa., in April introduced legislation, called the Stablecoin
TRUST Act, that would create a framework to regulate
stablecoins, which have seen
massive losses this year. Stablecoins are a type of cryptocurrency pegged to a specific

value, usually the U.S. dollar,
another currency or gold.
In June, Sens. Kirsten Gillibrand, D-N.Y., and Cynthia
Lummis, R-Wyo., proposed
a wide-ranging bill called the
Responsible Financial Innovation Act. That bill proposed legal definitions of digital assets
and virtual currencies; would
require the IRS to adopt guidance on merchant acceptance
of digital assets and charitable contributions; and would
make a distinction between
digital assets that are commodities and those that are
securities, which has not been
done.
Sens. Cory Booker, D-N.J.,
and John Thune, R-S.D., are
also co-sponsors of the Stabenow-Boozman bill. Along
with the Toomey legislation
and the Lummis-Gillibrand
legislation, a proposal is being worked out in the House
Financial Services Committee, though those negotiations
have stalled. Committee chair
Maxine Waters, D-Calif., said
last month that while she, top
Republican member Patrick
McHenry of North Carolina
and Treasury Secretary Janet
Yellen had made considerable
progress toward an agreement
on the legislation, “we are unfortunately not there yet, and
will therefore continue our
negotiations over the August
recess.”

Dovizioso
to retire from
MotoGP after
home race
in San
Marino
PAGE 11
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Al Markhiya, Al Wakrah steal show as QNB
Stars League Week 1 sees gripping start
TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

THE curtains came down on
the competitions of Week 1 of
the 2022-2023 season QNB
Stars League, held over three
days - August 1, 2, and 3, 2022,
having witnessed exciting competition between teams to win
and collect the three points.
The following were the results: Al Markhiya bt Al Sadd
4-3; Al Ahli bt Umm Salal 1-0;
Al Arabi bt Qatar SC 2-0; Al
Gharafa bt Al Sailiya 2-1; Al
Wakrah bt Al Duhail 4-2; Al
Shamal bt Al Rayyan 1-0.
The first round witnessed
six wins and no draws, with 20
goals being scored.
The biggest upsets were Al
Wakrah’s 4-2 victory over Al
Duhail and Al Markhiya’s 4-3
victory over Al Sadd.
Al Ahli, Al Arabi and Al
Shamal also registered wins
and the first round witnessed
one player being shown the
red card - Qatar SC striker Sebastian Soria.
Al Sadd, the defending
champions, suffered their first
loss in the QNB Stars League

Jacinto Dala of Al Wakrah scores as Al Duhail players look on during their match at the Education City Stadium on Tuesday. Al Wakrah won 4-2.
Dala along with Al Markhiya’s Ayman Hussein is the leading scorer with two goals. Second week action starts Tuesday.
in two seasons and after 47
consecutive matches. This reversal came against Al Markhiya (3-4) in the opening QNB
Stars League.
Al Ahli came up with a

strong show and succeeded in
overcoming Umm Salal 1-0.
The fourth-placed team
last season, Al Arabi, continued their distinguished performance by surpassing Qatar SC

with two goals to nil.
Al Gharafa scored an exciting 2-1 win over Al Sailiya
while Al Wakrah beat last
season’s runners-up Al Duhail 4-2 in a thrilling match,

before the opening week of the
league concluded with a creditable win for Al Shamal over
Al Rayyan.
In the very first match of
the new season, Al Markhiya,

proved their credentials straight
up winning by four goals against
three against Al Sadd.
The match witnessed a lot
of excitement and fierce competition before Al Markhiya prevailed over their fancied rivals to
claim their first three points.
The Umm Salal and Al Ahli
clash was closely fought till the
very last before Yazan Al Naimat struck the winning goal
for Al Ahli to collect the three
important points.
The league’s third match
saw Al Arabi maintain their
stature, having finished in the
top four last season, as they
beat a challenging Qatar SC
2-0. The match saw Qatar Soria being red-carded.
Al Gharafa prevailed 2-1
over Al Sailiya in a match that
witnessed exciting moments, especially with Al Gharafa making
good of their chances. Al Sailiya
performed well in the second
half but could not succeed in exploiting the opportunities they
got in front of the goal.
The top of the round matches ended with Al Wakrah’s 4-2
triumph over Al Duhail. The
match saw fortunes fluctuate

with Al Duhail holding an upper hand at the start before Al
Wakrah rallied strongly to turn
the tide in their favour thanks
to the brilliance of their Angolan striker Jacinto Dala, who
scored a brace.
The opening week was
rounded-off by Al Shamal
edging Al Rayyan 1-0 with the
match-winning goal coming
came in the final minutes from
substitute Mohamed El Sayed.
The win showed that the Al
Shamal team is ready to fire.
In the scorers’ race, the duo
of Al Markhiya striker Ayman
Hussein and Al Wakrah’s Jacinto Dala emerged on top with two
goals apiece against Al Sadd and
Al Duhail respectively.
The QNB Stars League
2022-23 season’s second week
action will continue on Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday
9, 10 and 11 August, 2022 as
follows: Tuesday, 9th August
2022: Umm Salal vs Al Sadd,
Qatar SC vs Al Markhiya;
Wednesday, 10 August 2022:
Al Gharafa vs Al Wakrah, Al
Sailiya vs Al Shamal; Thursday
11 August 2022: Al Ahli vs Al
Duhail; Al Arabi vs Al Rayyan.

ENGLAND PREMIER LEAGUE STARTS TODAY

‘Switch to five substitutes has saved football’
Liverpool’s
Asst Manager
Pep Lijnders
thanks new rule
PA MEDIA/DPA
LONDON

Gabriel Jesus.

Arteta backs new
signing Jesus to be
a success at Arsenal
Striker Jesus will make his
Premier League debut for
the Gunners at Crystal
Palace on Friday night
after moving from
champ Manchester City
PA MEDIA/DPA
LONDON

MANAGER Mikel Arteta has
backed the contagious mentality of Gabriel Jesus to help Arsenal have a successful season.
Striker Jesus will make his
Premier League debut for the
Gunners at Crystal Palace on
Friday night after moving from
champions Manchester City.
The Brazilian has already
scored seven goals in preseason to whet the appetite of
Gunners fans, and their manager.
“When you bring top players from top clubs and they’ve
been extremely successful
over the years, there is expectation,” said Arteta.
“The role that Gabi has
here is going to be very different to the role that Gabi had in
his previous club.
“That needs some adaptation and time and we are all
surprised with how quickly
he’s done it, but we have to
share that responsibility.
“He’s a tremendous talent
with a mentality that is so contagious and he’s going to give
us a lot, but it’s a team at the
end of the day.
“We are all enthusiastic.

We had the pre-season we
wanted, it was well organised,
we had good results, good
preparation and good performances.
“But now the ball starts
to roll tomorrow evening in a
completely different context
and against a Premier League
team and we know what to expect there.
“It’s true we have a high
level of energy and ambition
to have a successful season
and we have to show that on
the pitch tomorrow night.”
The enthusiasm surrounding the Gunners is a far cry
from the start of last season,
where a Friday night defeat
elsewhere in the capital, at
newly-promoted Brentford,
was the start of three straight
losses.
But Arteta added: “It is different. Everything that happened before that game was
pretty strange and unique.
The preparation, the preseason that we had, different
contexts.
“We are really excited,
looking forward to the new
season and will try to start in
the best way and this is how we
do our preparation.” Oleksandr Zinchenko and Marquinhos
could also make their Arsenal
debuts at Selhurst Park.
But fellow summer signing
Fabio Vieira did not play at all
in pre-season and will be lacking match fitness.
Midfielder Emile Smith
Rowe also looks set to miss out
with a groin problem.

LIVERPOOL assistant manager Pep Lijnders believes the
introduction of five substitutes
in the Premier League this
season has “saved football”.
The number of substitutions was temporarily increased from three when
football resumed amid the
coronavirus pandemic in the
summer of 2020.
The International Football
Association Board agreed to
permanently keep that rule in
place last October but the Premier League reverted back to
three changes per game for the
past two seasons.
However, top-flight clubs
agreed earlier this year to allow five substitutes from the
start of the 2022-23 campaign
- news welcomed by Liverpool
assistant Lijnders.
“The big thing this season
and I think the most decisive
aspect of this season will be
how teams use the five subs
because that will change massively the Premier League,” he
told the PA news agency.
“We’re really happy with
that because it means that we
can play intense from minute
one until minute 95 – (then it
is) how to use the squad, how to
deal that we play every 3 days.
“I think the rule saved foot-

Manchester City’s Norwegian striker Erling Haaland (centre) along with teammates during a training session on Thursday. Reigning Premier
League champions Manchester City will open their new season campaign against West Ham on Sunday.
ball, in my opinion, because if
you want to play every three
days, this was one of the musts
to have. I’m really happy that
the Premier League saw that,
that the clubs saw it but I think
as well it is a weapon.”
Liverpool boss Jurgen
Klopp and Manchester City
manager Pep Guardiola were

both critics of not adopting the
changes for the last domestic
league campaign when it was
allowed in European competitions as well as for England’s
domestic cup fixtures.
The changes come into
place for a season unlike any
other, with the World Cup
slotted midway through the

campaign in Qatar.
It is a challenging dynamic
that Lijnders wrote about in
his new book ‘Intensity’ - the
inside story of how Liverpool’s
2021-22 campaign unfolded.
“In the book, it will explain
really well how busy we were
three quarters of a year ago,
how we were already planning

this season in terms of where
do we go, what do we want,”
the Reds assistant said.
“We decided to go to
Dubai. It’s close (to Qatar) so
players can come quickly back,
so they can prepare quick with
the team again, and it gives
us real time to prepare for the
second sprint of the season.”

Quick read
Chelsea complete Carney Chukwuemeka signing from Aston Villa
LONDON: Chelsea have confirmed the signing of Carney
Chukwuemeka from Premier
League rivals Aston Villa for an
undisclosed fee.
The 18-year-old midfielder, who
was part of the England side
that won the Under-19 European
Championship this summer,
moves to Stamford Bridge having decided against signing an

extension to his Villa contract,
which was due to expire next
summer.
Villa boss Steven Gerrard left the
midfielder out of the club’s preseason tour of Australia and he
had been training with the under23s. Gerrard was understood to
have put a £20 million ($24.3
million) price tag on the player.
Chukwuemeka, who turns 19

in October, made his first-team
debut in May 2021 and last
season made 14 appearances
but just two of them were Premier League starts.
He said of his switch to Stamford Bridge: “It’s been quite
hectic but I couldn’t get Chelsea
out of my head the last few
days so I’m just happy and
relieved that it’s all done.

“I’m so excited and just can’t wait
to get on the pitch, meet all the
players and try to win games and
trophies with Chelsea.” Chairman
Todd Boehly added on the club’s
official website: “Carney is one of
the most exciting young players
in Europe so we are really looking
forward to seeing him in action at
Stamford Bridge.
“We are delighted to be able to

bring him to Chelsea and add
such a talented young individual
to our squad for the new season
and beyond.” A brief Villa statement read: “Aston Villa can
confirm Carney Chukwuemeka
has completed his transfer to
Chelsea. “Everyone at the club
would like to wish Carney all the
very best for the future.”
(PA MEDIA/DPA)
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PSG look for Mbappe, Messi and Neymar to click
STATS PERFORM/DPA
BERLIN

CHRISTOPHE Galtier has told
Paris Saint-Germain’s superstars that a team that defends
together can win big together.
New head coach Galtier believes squad spirit is contagious,
and that such togetherness
holds the key to getting the best
out of Kylian Mbappe, Neymar
and Lionel Messi this season.
The man now at the helm
at Parc des Princes watched
the PSG trio from afar last
term, while bossing Nice. They
spluttered at times as a combination when they were widely
expected to take French and
European football by storm.
Rarely have such a starry
trio belonged to the same club
at the same time, and they
will be expected to better last
season’s performance as PSG
again go after their holy grail:
Champions League glory.
In Ligue 1 last season,
Mbappe rattled in 28 goals in
35 games, but Neymar again
missed chunks of the campaign and finished with 13
goals in 22 outings in the competition, while former Barcelona captain Messi hit the back
of the net just six times in 26
league appearances.
Mbappe
was
absent
through suspension for the
4-0 Trophee des Champions

Paris Saint-Germain’s (PSG) French head coach Christophe Galtier looks on during a press conference at the
Camp des Loges, the club’s training ground in Saint-Germain-en-Laye, on the outskirts of Paris on Thursday. (AFP)
thrashing of Nantes last weekend. Messi opened the scoring, Neymar added a double,
and Sergio Ramos completed
the rout as Galtier, who took
over from the sacked Mauricio
Pochettino in July, picked up
early silverware.
When the Parisians head to
Clermont for their league opener on Saturday, Mbappe will be
available once more, and that
means in all likelihood the front

three will be reunited.
“It’s a pleasure to have Kylian Mbappe back for the first
league game,” said Galtier.
“He’s been involved in our
pre-season.”
Galtier was asked directly
about what the key would be
to getting the best out of the
front three, but the coach took
a tangential path to offering
his view, and in doing so indicated he perhaps expects extra

effort from Mbappe, Messi
and Neymar when it comes to
contributing all over the pitch.
“In terms of our defensive
set-up we have a collective desire and responsibility. Also, as
individuals. There can be periods in matches where it is very
tight and the team hasn’t yet
got on top of the opposition in
terms of the scoreline or finding spaces,” Galtier said.
“We want to be very fo-

Paris Saint-Germain’s Brazilian forward Neymar (C) attends a training session at the Camp des Loges, Paris SaintGermain football club’s training ground in Saint-Germain-en-Laye, on the outskirts of Paris on Thursday. (AFP)
cused on not letting the opposition affect our style of play.
We have a priority as a team
and as individuals.
“When you have teammates making a big effort, of
course, that is contagious, and
it means the players around
them want to make the same
effort. So we need to make
sure this is what happens.”
Galtier said he and PSG
would benefit from the expe-

rience of former Real Madrid
captain Ramos, who spent the
majority of his first season
with the club on the sidelines
due to injury woes.
“It is always good to have
players like him, and they can
bring their experience,” said
Galtier. “Professionalism.
That is what they bring to their
team-mates, and to me they
also have experiences that I
haven’t had, so I can learn

from that, and they might also
have answers to questions that
I am asking myself.”
This will be PSG’s 50th
season in Ligue 1, and it brings
them an opportunity to land
an 11th league title, which
would take them ahead of
Saint-Etienne to become the
outright most successful team
in the competition’s history.
Anything less would be considered a failure.

A documentary on Spain’s South Africa 2010 triumph is now available on FIFA+

Scoring the winner and paying tribute
to Dani was magical: Andreas Iniesta

F

FIFA

ORGET Seve Ballesteros
putting his tee shot into
a car park, somehow
recovering to make a
birdie and becoming the
first man from continental Europe in 72 years to win a golfing major at Royal Lytham
& St Annes G in 1979. Forget Miguel Indurain cycling
through 500,000 rapturous
spectators en route to becoming the only person to win five
successive Tour de France
races at the Champs-Elysees
in 1995.
Forget Fernando Alonso
becoming the youngest world
champion in Formula One history at Interlagos in 2005. Forget the Pau Gasol-propelled
FIBA World Championship
conquest in Saitama in 2006.
Forget Fernando Torres dinking Spain into delirium in the
UEFA EURO 2008 final. Forget Rafa Nadal’s earth-shaking
victory over Roger Federer in
the mother of Wimbledon finals seven days later.
Spain’s sporting zenith indubitably came at Soccer City
in 2010. Its superhero’s cape
wasn’t an oversized collar under a v-neck jumper, a synthetic-fabrics yellow jersey,
striking blue-and-yellow overalls, a wicking-fabric vest, a
red No9 jersey or an all-white,
headband-decorated ensemble. It was a curious dark-blue
shirt. Andres Iniesta later admitted he came very close to
watching that FIFA World Cup
in beach shorts and flip-flops
on his Catalonian couch.
He would later describe
the year leading up to the
FIFA World Cup™ as “hell –
both mentally and physically”.
“I saw him suffering in the
Barça dressing room, in the
national team, often racking
his brains,” said Xavi in The
Secrets of La Roja, a fascinating documentary on Spain’s
2010 campaign you can watch
for free on FIFA+.
Off the pitch, the sudden
death of his close friend Dani
Jarque, from a heart attack
at the age of 26, had devastated Iniesta. “We had a lovely
friendship,” said the Fuentealbilla native. “I realised that
the mind is delicate and that
sometimes it’s not easy to fight

Spain’s Andreas Iniesta with the FIFA World Cup trophy, won by Spain in 2010. (Pic courtesy: Goal.com)
against it. There are times
when so many things build
up.”
On grass, Iniesta had been
plagued by injuries, starting only 20 of Barcelona’s 59
games in 2009/10. Alarmingly, he suffered a total rupture of the right femoral biceps
muscle in mid-April.
“The injury is in a very,
very, very, very dangerous
spot,” warned his coach Pep
Guardiola at the time. “I don’t
know whether he’ll be able to
go [to the World Cup].”
Iniesta didn’t play again
before Vicente Del Bosque
named his 23-man squad for
the tournament. The mercurial playmaker admits to feeling
petrified at the genuine possibility of being left at home.
The moment of truth came
on 20 May. “Midfielders,” Del
Bosque announced to a bus-

tling press conference. “Iniesta…” “The coach believed in
me,” said Iniesta, the gratitude
palpable in his introverted
tone.
That was not, however, the
end of Iniesta’s injury nightmare. If Spain being stunned
1-0 by Switzerland in their
curtain-raiser wasn’t devastating enough, the No6 hitting
the Moses Mabhida Stadium
turf in agony, after a ferocious
Stephan Lichtsteiner challenge, heightened the blow.
“I could have stayed there
in the hopelessness of the
moment,” recalled Iniesta.
“That’s the truth. I didn’t want
to do any tests in the following
days because something surely
would have shown up and they
would have ruled me out. It
was like I didn’t want to face
reality.”
A premature return to

Barcelona almost became a
reality. Iniesta missed the 2-0
win over Honduras and had all
but accepted his tournament
was over until Spain’s physical therapist scored a fundamental goal in their quest for
global glory.
“At one point I was working on that spot and while I
did, it loosened up,” explained
Raul Martinez. Iniesta added:
“He pressed the button and
it was immediate. I felt the
muscle had loosened. I moved
and ran freely, which I had not
done in a long time. Thanks to
him I was back playing like I
wanted.”
Requiring victory over a
formidable Chile side in their
final Group H game to make
sure of a place in the knockout phase, Iniesta’s winner secured it for La Roja.
David Villa, Iker Casillas

and Carles Puyol emerged as
the heroes of Spain advancing
from the Round of 16, quarterfinals and last four respectively. On 11 July 2010, Inieista
walked out to start the biggest
game of his life: a World Cup
final against the Netherlands.
“In that moment, all sorts
of things go through your
head,” he said. “Everything
you’ve been through on a personal level. The really tough
moments.
“And right before going
out to warm up, I remembered
– or it kind of came to me – I
told [a member of the Spain
delegation] to make me an undershirt with the message for
Dani. I wanted to play tribute
to him at some point.”
Inieista couldn’t have
dreamed of paying homage
to his late friend in such perfect fashion. After 116 goalless minutes, the left-lying
playmaker
uncharacteristically appeared in a right-sided
position a striker would usually take up. “You wondered,
‘What is he doing?’ said Xavi
laughing.
“I knew exactly how I had
to shoot and, at the same
time, I knew I had to be really quick,” said Iniesta. “Fate
made that ball go where it had
to.”
That was into the bottom
corner of a Soccer City net to
crown Spain world champions for the first time. The habitually low-key Iniesta ripped
off his shirt, showcasing a tshirt with the message, ‘Dani
Jarque siempre com nosotros’
(Dani Jarque always with us),
and screamed hysterically.
“That moment was magical,” said Iniesta, wiping away
a tear. “To win the World Cup
and have the chance to score
the winning goal, there’s no
way to describe it. To finish it
the way I did was a dream. It
was history.”
The documentary ends
with Iniesta and Iker Casillas
sitting down together to recall
their South Africa 2010 experiences, with the Real Madrid
legend expressing a giant ‘gracias’ to his former Barcelona
rival – not for winning Spain
football’s most prestigious
prize, but for making sure brag
machine David Villa wasn’t
the triumph’s hero!

Renato Sanches with the PSG shirt after his signing.

Coach hails ‘explosive’
Sanches as PSG
sign up Lille star
STATS PERFORM/DPA
BERLIN

PARIS Saint-Germain are
poised to complete the signing
of Renato Sanches, with coach
Christophe Galtier hailing the
“explosive qualities” of the
Lille midfielder.
Speaking in a news conference on Thursday, Galtier said
Sanches would give him fresh
options in midfield, believing
the 24-year-old Portugal international will bring added
dynamism.
Italian champions Milan
were also keen on Sanches, but
a deal with PSG appears to be
all but over the line.
It will mean the former
Benfica, Bayern Munich and
Swansea City player comes
in as PSG look set to offload
Georginio Wijnaldum to Roma
and Idrissa Gueye to Everton.
Head coach Galtier said:
“Renato Sanches is a player
with qualities that others
do not have, particularly if
I compare him with Marco
Verratti and Vitinha.

“He is an explosive player
who makes a difference on the
pitch with his runs.”
Galtier said PSG were
pleased to have observed the
availability of Sanches and
“taken that opportunity” to go
in for him.
The PSG boss worked with
Sanches at Lille previously,
collaborating in the club’s
2020-21 title-winning season.
“He is arriving quite late
on. I don’t think he has played
much in his preparation
games because he was expecting to move clubs, so he will be
a bit behind the others,” Galtier said.
“He is a completely different player in terms of his
explosive qualities and his
ability to break the lines in
the midfield, and he can also
make a big impact defensively.”
Reigning French champions PSG travel to face Clermont in their Ligue 1 opener
on Saturday, as they begin
their pursuit of what would be
a record 11th Ligue 1 title.

Bournemouth’s Solanke signs contract extension
BOURNEMOUTH striker Dominic Solanke has signed a contract extension until the summer of 2026. The 24-year-old hit 29 goals last
season to help the Cherries win promotion to the Premier League
as Championship runners-up. Solanke, who was capped by England
in 2017, joined the south coast club from Liverpool for a reported
£19 million in January 2019, having begun his career with Chelsea.
Bournemouth chief executive Neill Blake told the club website:
Dom was pivotal to our success last year and to secure his future
with us is a significant signal of intent from the club.” (DPA)
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LEBRON AND GALAN SURVIVE SCARE, MAKE MADRID PREMIER PADEL P1 SEMIS

Qatar’s Youssef Muhammad Al Mutawa at the Chess Olympiad in
Mahabalipuram, near Chennai, on Thursday.

Qatar beat Djibouti
at Chess Olympiad
TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

QATAR’S national team on
Thursday posted their third
victory at the Chess Olympiad
in Chennai.
Qatar
beat
Djibouti,
ranked No. 177 in the world,
with a score of 0-4.
Al Annabi were represented by Husain Aziz, Ghanem Al
Sulaiti, Youssef Mohamed Al
Mutawa and Rayan Irfan.
Ali Gomaa, Abdullah Husain, Mohamed Dima and Mohamed Joumana represented
Djibouti in the sixth-round
clash in Indian city of Chennai.
Earlier in the tournament,
Qatar beat Papua New Guinea and Bolivia while losing
against Denmark, Finland and
Iraq.
Qatar will now play against

the 87th-ranked South Korean team today in the seventh
round.
“Qatar’s goal will be to
achieve their fourth victory,”
Al Mutawa said.
“The team has been able
to achieve great results during
this edition of the Chess Olympaid especially as we faced top
teams,” Al Mutawa said.
Around 185 teams representing 180 countries are taking part in the tournament.
“Qatar players will continue to look for better performances in the future events after we are done with this high
profile tournament.
“Good results are key to
player development. We also
want our players to improve
their rankings. We have come
here to learn and improve and
I am happy to say we are doing
exactly that,” Al Mutawa said.

Champions and top-seeded
Spanish pair of Juan Lebron and
Alejandro Galan survived a scare
against Argentinains Federico
Chingotto and Juan Tello on their
way to the semi-finals of the
Madrid Premier Padel P1 tournament in Madrid on Thursday.
Treating a vociferous crowd to
great thrills, the Spaniards rallied
from being a set down to overcome their opponents 2-6, 6-4,
6-4. Down 0-2 in the second set,
Lebron and Galan fought gallantly and showed patience including
when a VAR review of a shot
that was though to be a double
from Lebron was cleared in their
favour, much to the delight of the
home crowd. Levelling scores at
3-3, the Spaniards went on to
claim the set and eventaully the
match with a lucky service point
that bounced over the net. The
other quarter-finals were on at
the time of going to the press.
(TNN)

Badosa and Jabeur in quarter-finals
STATS PERFORM/DPA
BERLIN

SECOND and third seeds
Paula Badosa and Ons Jabeur
eased into the Silicon Valley Classic quarter-finals on
Wednesday, while Simona
Halep and Jessica Pegula were
bundled out of the Citi Open.
Last month’s Wimbledon
finalist Jabeur proved too
good for American Madison
Keys 7-5, 6-1, winning in one
hour and 22 minutes.
Jabeur, playing for the first
time since Wimbledon, converted six of nine break points
for the match, dominating the
second set where she won 90.9
per cent first serve points.
Second seed Badosa survived a scare to win over qualifier Elizabeth Mandlik 6-2,
5-7, 7-6 (7-5) in two hours and
31 minutes.
Eighth seed Karolina
Pliskova was knocked out by
American Amanda Anisimova
3-6, 7-5, 6-1, while last year’s
runner-up Daria Kasatkina
beat Taylor Townsend 6-4, 6-0
at the San Jose event.

Ons Jabeur of Tunisia returns a shot against Madison Keys during the Mubadala Silicon Valley Classic, part
of the Hologic WTA Tour, at Spartan Tennis Complex in San Jose, California, on Wednesday. (Getty/AFP)
Two-time major winner
Halep was forced to retire due
to illness and top seed Jessica
Pegula was bundled out by
Daria Saville at the Citi Open

in Washington.
In warm conditions, the
30-year-old Romanian battled throughout the match but
eventually retired down 7-5,

2-0 to Anna Kalinskaya after
one hour and six minutes.
Halep had fought back
from a 4-0 deficit in the first
set to square it up at 5-5, be-

fore losing the first set.
However, the former world
number one succumbed to illness early in the second set,
handing Kalinskaya her passage into the quarter-finals.
On a dramatic day for
the Citi Open favourites,
world number seven Pegula
was eliminated by Saville in
straight sets in one hour and
38 minutes, 7-5, 6-4.
Pegula was not helped by a
first-serve percentage of 44.8
per cent, while she struggled
to convert break points, with
the Australian saving nine of
10 for the match.
Saville’s win means she is
3-3 against top 20 opponents
this year, progressing into the
last eight where she will face
Canadian qualifier Rebecca Marino. Marino, who beat Venus
Williams in her return to singles
in the first round on Monday,
knocked off Germany’s Andrea
Petkovic 6-3, 3-6, 6-1.
Estonian sixth seed Kaia
Kanepi progressed into the
quarters where she will face
Kalinskaya after beating China’s Zhu Lin 4-6, 6-4, 6-4.

Andrea Dovizioso.

Dovizioso to retire from MotoGP
after home race in San Marino
STATS PERFORM/DPA
BERLIN

ANDREA Dovizioso has announced that he will end his
illustrious MotoGP career after the San Marino Grand Prix
next month.
Dovizioso has won 24 races and has finished the season
as a runner-up on three occasions in the premier class.
The Italian will not see
the MotoGP season out with
Yamaha, having won only 10

points from 11 rounds this
year.
Dovizioso is 22nd in the
championship standings after
signing a full factory contract
with the Iwata outfit for 2022
and has decided to quit after
his home race at the Misano
World Circuit Marco Simoncelli on September 4.
Yamaha test rider Cal
Crutchlow will replace the
36-year-old for the final six
rounds of the season, starting
at the Aragon GP.

Dortmund want to make a statement
in Bundesliga opener: Terzic

Two Sri Lankans missing
from Commonwealth Games
traced, one missing

Chamila Dilani Marappulige
(white) of Sri Lanka competes
against Ashleigh-Anne Barnikel (blue) of Wales during the
Women’s Judo on day four of
the Birmingham 2022 Commonwealth Games in England on
Monday. (Courtesy: Getty Images)
DPA
COLOMBO

A Sri Lankan athlete and official who went missing during
the Commonwealth Games
in Birmingham have been
traced, but a third remains
missing, a Sports Ministry official said Thursday.
The tracing of the two
members of the contingent has been conveyed to the

Sri Lankan officials by West
Midlands Police overseeing
the area where the Commonwealth Games are being held.
“Both have been spoken to
and are safe and well, so are no
longer being treated as missing people”, a statement by the
West Midlands Police said.
The two persons traced are
a female Judo athlete Chamila
Dilani and a team manager
Asela de Silva who were among
a contingent of 161 sportspersons and officials from Sri Lanka. However a third person,
wrestler Sanith Chathuranga,
still remains missing.
Soon after the disappearance all passports of the entire
contingent had been collected
as a precaution, the official
said.
Sri Lanka has so far won a
silver medal and two bronze
medals at the Games in Birmingham.
Sri Lanka is currently trying to overcome an economic
crisis which led to fuel, gas,
food and medicine shortages.

Dortmund’s headcoach Edin Terzic gives an interview prior to the
German Cup (DFB Pokal) first round football match TSV 1860 Munich v BVB Borussia Dortmund at the Gruenwalder Street Stadium in
Munich, southern Germany on July 29, 2022. (AFP)
DPA
DÜSSELDORF

BORUSSIA Dortmund want
to make a statement in their
Bundesliga opener on Saturday, coach Edin Terzic has said
amid big optimism from club
president Reinhard Rauball.
“We are ready to make a
first statement and are looking
forward to it,” returning Terzic
told reporters on Thursday.
Last season’s runners-up
don’t have an easy task though
because they face fourth-place
finishers Bayer Leverkusen.
Assistant
Terzic
was
named interim coach in December 2020 until the end of
that season, winning the German Cup in his final game. He
then became technical director and is now back as head

coach after Marco Rose had to
go after just one year despite
finishing second behind Bayern Munich.
“I’m really looking forward to [this upcoming home
game]. But it’s not about me,
it’s about the team. It’s going
to be loud, we’re really looking forward to it. We want to
show a good performance on
Saturday.”
Rauball meanwhile told
the Ruhr-Nachrichten paper
that the return of the popular
Terzic and their new summer
arrivals make him very optimistic for the season.
“Edin Terzic rightly carries
the hopes of the fans,” Rauball
said.
“Not only because of sympathy, but because he also
proved with a title as BVB

coach in a very short time that
confidence is appropriate.”
Dortmund lost star striker Erling Haaland in summer but
have also landed Germany
defenders Nico Schlotterbeck
and Niklas Süle for more stability at the back, and young
national team forard Karim
Adeyemi, among others.
“We brought valuable and
necessary reinforcements into
the team. This and the good
last season in the Bundesliga
make me very optimistic,”
Rauball said.
Süle will be missing with a
thigh-muscle injury Saturday
but Terzic said he hopes to
have the former Bayern player
back soon.
“He is pain-free by now.
Hopefully it won’t take too
long,” Terzic said, with Süle
expected to miss two to three
weeks.
Another newcomer, forward Sebastien Haller, is however out for months having
had a malignant testicular tumour removed and now facing
chemotherapy.
“Sebastien Haller’s illness
is primarily a human tragedy.
I’m keeping my fingers crossed
that it will have a happy ending. Of course, such a diagnosis is a blow that is difficult to
take at first,” Rauball said.
“In sporting terms an important piece of the puzzle has
also broken away for us,” he
added.
Dortmund have said they
are looking for a new striker to
fill in for Haller but Terzic did
not want to join any speculation on this issue.
“It is my job to work with
the available players. And I am
convinced that we will play a
decent season with these players,” he said.

Everton’s English striker Dominic Calvert-Lewin (C) fights for the ball
with Dynamo Kiev’splayers during a club friendly at Goodison Park in
Liverpool on July 29, 2022. (AFP)

Calvert-Lewin out for six weeks
in major blow for Everton
PA MEDIA/DPA
LONDON

EVERTON have been dealt a
major blow ahead of the new
Premier League season after
manager Frank Lampard revealed Dominic Calvert-Lewin
will be sidelined for six weeks.
The 25-year-old England
striker sustained what Lampard called a “freak” knee injury in training ahead of Everton’s fixture against Chelsea at
Goodison Park on Saturday.
Calvert-Lewin’s
injury
leaves the Toffees short on
options up front after Richarlison was sold to Tottenham,
while Salomon Rondon is suspended for the visit of Lampard’s former club.
“Losing a player of Dominic’s quality in the week going
into the first game is obviously
going to affect you,” said Lampard.
“We are probably looking
at around six weeks for the injury. It has been assessed over
a couple of days and that is
where we are at.
“It comes with the territory
of having a squad and training

at this level. We will have to
work around it.
“Other players will have
to step up and do the job and
hopefully that six weeks passes relatively quickly and we get
Dominic back.”
Calvert-Lewin missed four
months of last season with a
persistent muscle injury and
was restricted to just 17 Premier League appearances,
scoring five times.
Lampard added: “Dominic
was looking great, really fit, really strong.
“I took him out of one preseason game as a precaution
but through pre-season we
were constantly commenting on how good he looked,
seemed, and we were very
positive.
“It is a knock for everybody, particularly him, because I know the feeling as a
player when you are getting
pumped up and ready for the
new season.
“I feel for him, but we will
support him, as we always do,
and as a team and squad we
just have to look at the games
in front of us.”
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Advisor to Minister of Interior praises large turnout of
students at ‘Police Officers of Tomorrow’ programme
QNA
DOHA

ADVISOR to the Minister of
Interior and Vice President
of the Supreme Council of the
Police College, Major-General
Dr. Abdullah Yousef Al Mal,
has praised the large turnout
of students for ‘Police Officers
of Tomorrow’ programme.
The college has been organising this programme for several years.
In his remarks during the
graduation ceremony of the
second batch of students on
Thursday, Dr Al Mal said the
college has been organising
the programme for several
years, and has used the summer vacation to develop students’ physical skills, in addition to holding recreational
and educational activities for
them.He pointed out that the
programme, which resumed
after the lifting of COVID-19
restrictions, witnessed a large
turnout of students which
shows their keenness to use
their free time in a way that
benefits them in the religious,
educational and physical as-

pects. He also praised the
graduates’ presentations during the ceremony which reflected the advanced level of
the training programme.
Director of the Training
Department at Police College
Major Fahad Saeed Al Subaie
pointed out that the Police
Officers of Tomorrow programme attracts students in
the age group of 9 - 11 years,
aiming at enhancing the values in them and strengthening
their self-confidence, while
developing leadership skills.

He pointed out that the
programme was designed
to employ the capabilities
of its participants and prepare them for the future to
be good citizens, valuable for
themselves and their country through military training,
sports, and suitable educational lectures.
The ceremony featured
various skilful shows by a host
of students which reflected
the sophisticated training
level, including self-defence
skills, handling some security

situations, arrest and control
of fugitives, and marksmanship skills and rifle use.
The ceremony concluded
with by a speech delivered
by the student Saeed Rashid
Al Buraidy, who expressed
his thanks, on behalf of his
colleagues, to the Police College and all its members, who
worked on upgrading their
skills, and transferring their
police and sports experiences.
For their part, the parents
expressed their thanks and
appreciation to the Ministry

of Interior represented in the
Police College which organised a remarkable programme
that enhanced the skill and
capabilities of their sons.
The honoured second
batch included approximately
300 students who received
two weeks of military and athletic field trainings to upgrade
their physical fitness and
learn the core skills of marksmanship, swimming, and selfdefence, in addition to the recreational and athletic contests
and educational lectures.

Qatar Aviation Services joins leading
environmental management system
TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

QATAR Aviation Services (QAS), the
subsidiary of Qatar Airways Group,
announced its partnership with International Air Transport Association
(IATA) to become the first ground
handler globally to join the new expansion of the IATA Environmental
Assessment Programme (IEnvA) for
ground service providers.
The IEnvA programme for ground
service provides a framework for
achieving environmental sustainability across all ground operations. Taking
advantage of the knowledge and experience garnered from the airline programme, ground service providers can
rely on its definitive guidance to reduce
their impact on the environment, and
improving health and safety for both
employees and the community, while
maintaining operational efficiency.
Qatar Airways Group Chief Executive Akbar Al Baker said: “I am proud
to lead the efforts to create a sustainable aviation industry. Environmental
sustainability awareness across the entire organisation is critical to the success of Qatar Airways Group. Through
IEnvA, Qatar Aviation Services will be
able to demonstrate the value of environmental compliance and ensure sustainability in its operations.”
IATA’s Director General Willie Walsh said: “We’re delighted to
count Qatar Aviation Services as the
first ground handler to join the newly
extended IATA’s IEnvA programme.
Sustainability is a critical challenge for
our industry. By taking proactive steps
to measure their impacts and address
them throughout their operations with
IEnvA, QAS and Qatar Airways Group
will back their sustainability achievements with the most comprehensive
global standard environmental certification available in the industry.”
Qatar Aviation Services, led by the
Senior Vice President Mehmet Murat

GU-Q community unites through
a shared passion for footballing
TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

Nursel, is committed to minimising
the environmental impact of its operations, playing an instrumental role in
helping Hamad International Airport
gain its world-class standing as environmental leader amongst airports
globally. Through its participation, it
aims to meet and exceed the highest
environmental standards while preparing for future expansion strategies.
The IEnvA programme is an Environmental Management System
initially offered to airlines, which
demonstrates equivalency to the ISO
14001: 2015 environmental management systems standard. It provides a
structured approach to managing the

environment, as well as reporting and
mitigating environmental impacts. As
a result, organisations are able to more
formally incorporate sustainability
and environmental compliance strategies into their operations.
Qatar Airways first achieved the
highest level of IEnvA accreditation
in 2017, becoming the first airline in
the Middle East to do so. The airline
has since played a key role in contributing to the successful development
of the IEnvA programme. The programme covers all aspects of Qatar
Airways global operations, including
flight and ground operations and corporate activities.

AS the FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022
approaches, a focus on football has
infused the campus community at
the Georgetown University in Qatar (GU-Q) from the classroom to
the pitch.
As the pandemic restriction began to be lifted in Fall 2021, a few
GU-Q students took the initiative to
organise intramural football matches
for teams of students at the HBKU
Student Center and invited the faculty to play in a tournament and to
serve as referees in the final game.
For Dr Yehia Mohamed, associate professor of Arabic, the student
initiative was an unexpected way to
re-engage with students. “My introduction to the men’s football team
began the year before in my role as a
volunteer coach. This intramural initiative was a wonderful way to open
bridges and create connections outside of the classroom with students,
and a reminder of the outstanding
sports resources and facilities we
have access to as part of the Multiversity in Education City.”
“Staff, students, faculty and their
families coming together and shar-

ing a fun evening outside the walls of
the campus greatly boosted the sense
of community,” said Anwaar Malik
(SFS’24), who is also the president of
the GU-Q Football Club.
In Spring 2022 a faculty versus
students match leveled up the competition by including customized
jerseys and an audience of students,
staff, faculty and family members
who cheered on their favourite team
from the sidelines. The student team
dominated, winning against the
faculty team 6-2. “It’s a really nice
feeling to be able to engage with the
professors outside the classroom,
especially in something that we are
all really passionate about,” said International Economics major Hamza
AlSioufy (SFS’24).
The semester of activities culminated in a three-hour long “festival
of football” which saw four teams
composed of students and one member of faculty or staff compete for
the winning title. After six intense
matches, the team captained by Visiting Associate Professor Ramon Cobo
Reyes Cano nabbed the victory, with
the team led by Associate Professor
Omar Khalifah garnering second
place.
Fans cheering on players includ-

ed Dean Clyde Wilcox, and Visiting
Professor and cruciverbalist Leonard
Williams. “I genuinely loved watching my students play football in Education City, and they clearly appreciate faculty and staff who care enough
to join in the fun,” said Dr Williams.
Dr Yehia Mohamed says future
plans include ensuring opportunities
for women’s football competitions
and activities as part of a regular football calendar of events that will bring
the GU-Q community together. The
upcoming World Cup tournament
has also inspired plans for a diverse
array of events and activities to connect the games to the key issues in
international affairs students study
in the classroom.
Enisha Sharma (SFS’24), International Economics major and head
of public relations with the Football
Club, summed up the significance
of the intramural activities that
emerged in response to unprecedented circumstances. “With different
cultures, finding an event that unites
the Georgetown community could be
a challenge. With football, we’ve been
able to overcome that barrier, allowing us to develop a sense of a wellknit community despite the challenges that had kept us apart.”

Fath Al Khair 5 promotes Qatari heritage, FIFA WC Qatar 2022
QNA
DOHA

THEY are 17 Qatari sailors, led by AlNokhadha Muhammad Al Sada. They
have spread their sails to the wind and
launched the Fath Al Khair 5 cruise
that links the past to the bright present.
Their journey, which will last for
a month and a half, set off on July 4
at the port of Grand Hyper Marine in
Malta, and will go through ports in Italy, France and Spain to introduce the
authentic Qatari maritime heritage
to the people and promote the FIFA
World Cup Qatar 2022. The voyage
is within the framework of Katara’s
strategy of documenting the glorious
past through sea voyages that was at
the heart of parents and grandparents
and was their source of livelihood in

the era of pearl diving.
General Manager of the Cultural Village Foundation (Katara) Dr
Khalid bin Ibrahim Al Sulaiti said, in
a statement to Qatar News Agency

(QNA), that Fath Al Khair’s fifth journey achieved more than one goal,
while conveying the authentic Qatari
maritime heritage and the life of its
ancestors. It also promoted the FIFA
World Cup Qatar 2022, he said.
Dr Al Sulaiti pointed out that the
Fath Al Khair journey has opened
wider horizons since its launch in
2012 and remained faithful to its role
in linking the young generations of
Qatar to their ancient past and glorious maritime heritage. It deepened
the cultural ties that bind the Qatari
people to brotherly and friendly peoples, he said.
Mohammed Al Sada, the journey’s
‘nokhadha’, affirmed that the Beaches
Department of Katara is trying hard
to promote all the aspects related to
Qatar’s marine heritage. He stressed
the keenness of Katara to follow the

traditional means in the maintenance
process of the vessels. He pointed out
that the success of the trip can only be
achieved through the concerted efforts of all and overcoming fear.
Mohammed Al Sada added that
the traditional sea attire of the sailors
is what captures the attention of visitors, in addition to the gifts given to
people by the Supreme Committee
for Delivery and Legacy and Katara to
celebrate the FIFA World Cup Qatar
2022. The gifts include the competition’s official ball Al Rihla, in addition
to other gifts.
He added that Fath Al Khair receives warm welcome from Qatar’s
ambassadors, along with ministers,
city mayors, local officials, and the
media at all destinations. He said the
final destination will be Barcelona on
August 12.

