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Qatari ports register 30%
growth in vehicle handling
Amir sends
condolences to
US president
QNA
DOHA

HIS Highness the Amir
of State of Qatar Sheikh
Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani
on Tuesday sent a cable of
condolences to President
of the United States of
America Joe Biden on the
victims of the floods that
swept the state of Kentucky,
wishing the injured a speedy
recovery.

Qatar Collegiate
Sports Federation
established
QNA
DOHA

QATAR Olympic Committee
(QOC) officially announced
the establishment of Qatar
Collegiate Sports Federation
(QCSF), at a press conference
held on Tuesday.
During the press conference, QOC explained that the
establishment of QCSF aims at
promoting sports among male
and female students in higher
educational institutions. This
is being done by developing its
activities and events in accordance with the best international
standards and following them
up in the field.
The other objectives, QOC
noted, include hosting, coordination and implementation of
sports projects, programmes
and activities among its members.
It also aims at developing
sports competitions, and discovering talented athletes to
raise the level of college sports
in the country locally, globally
and regionally.
The Board of Directors of
the new federation in its first
session (2021-2024) includes
Dr Ibrahim bin Saleh Al Nuaimi
as president and Rashid Saeed
Adiba as secretary-general. The
board members include Dr. Salem Nasser Al Naimi, Sheikh
Khalifa bin Khaled Al-Thani,
Rashid Ali Al Tamimi, Asmaa
Mohammed Al Naimi, Hassan Muftah Al Kuwari, Hamad
Saleh Al Shaibah, and Safiya
Saleh Al Sheeb. PAGE 14

241 ships with over 65,000 tonnes of cargo called at Qatari ports in July
SATYENDRA PATHAK
DOHA

QATAR witnessed a growth of
30 percent in the number of automobile units it received in July
2022 compared to the same
month in the previous year,
Qatar Ports Management Company (Mwani Qatar) has stated.
Indicating brisk activity, especially in automobiles
(RORO), Mwani Qatar informed that the number of
ships calling on Qatar’s three
ports – Hamad Port, Doha
Port and Ruwais Port – stood
at 241, while cars and equipment recorded 7,179 units in
July 2022, which was 30 percent higher compared to June
2021.
Container
handling
through the three ports stood
at 117,317 TEUs (twenty-foot
equivalent units) and 65,172

tonnes of general cargo in
July, registering a growth rate
of 1 percent year on year.

The three ports handled
14,627 livestock in July 2022.
The ports handled a total

99,268 heads during the January-June period this year.
Building materials traffic
through the three ports amounted to 28,634 tonnes in June this
year. A total of 260,749 tonnes
of building materials were handled by these ports in the first
half of 2022.
While the three ports handled 7,179 vehicles (RORO) in
July 2022, they together handled as many as 38,063 vehicles during January-June 2022.
Hamad Port alone handled
6,447 units in June this year.
“Qatar’s maritime sector
is expected to witness another
year of strong growth in light
of the efforts taken by the concerned authorities to boost
goods traffic at the ports, with
expectations of supply chains
improving during the next few
periods,” Mwani Qatar stated
in its latest annual report.

Qatar’s gateway to the
world, Hamad Port, is fast becoming a hub of regional trade
as it handled transhipment of
200,000 twenty-foot equivalent units (TEUs) in the first
half of the current year.
Hamad Port is currently
handling more than 24 direct
services of all the major global
shipping lines every week.
These direct mainline services have opened various new
trade routes and opportunities
to bolster the growth of trade
and industry in Qatar.
“In the first half of 2022,
Mwani Qatar ports handled a
total of 700,000 TEUs including transhipment of 200,000
TEUs through Hamad Port, in
addition to more than 850,000
tonnes of general cargo and
above 260,000 tonnes of building materials,” Mwani announced in a recent tweet.

Significant rise
in new driving
licences in June
TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

Pelosi arrives in Taiwan in
defiance of Chinese warnings
US House of Representatives Speaker Nancy
Pelosi arrived in Taiwan late on Tuesday, despite stern warnings from Beijing, making her
the highest-level US official to visit the island
in 25 years.
Pelosi’s US Air Force-operated Boeing C-40C
landed at Taipei’s Songshan Airport late Tuesday, marking the start of the third – and most
controversial -- leg of her five-country Asia tour.
Pelosi and her delegation of Democratic
Party lawmakers were met by Taiwan Foreign
Minister Joseph Wu and Sandra Oudkirk, the director of the American Institute in Taiwan, which
serves as Washington’s de facto embassy.

The trip has drawn outrage from Beijing,
which views the self-governing island as a
breakaway territory that will one day be reunited
with the mainland.
Pelosi is the third-highest ranking official in
the US government, behind President Joseph
Biden and Vice President Kamala Harris.
For days, she has declined to confirm news
reports that she would visit and Taiwan was not
on her official itinerary.
The flight path avoided the contested South
China Sea and was escorted by eight US Air
Force fighter jets as well as Taiwan Air Force
fighter aircraft. (AGENCIES) PAGE 5

QATAR registered a significant rise in new driving licences in June, 44.9 percent
(compared to May 2022), at
an annual increase of 136.8
percent (compared to
June 2021), according to the Planning
and Statistics Authority (PSA) report.
The issuing of
new licences for
non-Qatari males recorded the highest
percentage increase
by 82 percent, with
a monthly change of
39.8 percent (compared to May 2022),
and an annual change
of 155.4 percent
(compared to June 2021).
The total number of registered new vehicles during
June 2022 reached 8,011. This
figure reflected a monthly increase of 22.6 percent, and an
annual increase of 53.1 percent.

Road accident cases — excluding non-injury accidents
— totaled 746 in June 2022,
showing a monthly decrease
of 9.2 percent and an annual
increase of 36.1 percent.
Light injuries accounted
for 92 percent of road traf-

Qatar emerges
as international
investment
hub, says GCO
TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

Qatar has established
itself as a global hub for
trade and investment
as part of its strategy to
diversify its economy into a
range of knowledge-based
industries, the Government
Communications Office
(GCO) Qatar has said.
In a statement through
its official Twitter account
on Tuesday, the GCO
pointed out that Qatar has
achieved this by adopting
significant measures to
attract foreign direct investment and establishing links
with global markets through
infrastructure development
projects.
Launching the single
window platform for entrepreneurs and investors,
establishing Qatar Investment Promotion Agency
and the Qatar Free Zone
Authority and amending
laws to allow 100 percent
foreign business ownership in Qatar were other
initiatives that led Qatar to
become a global hub for
trade and investment, the
GCO said.
“This year, Qatar saw
a noticeable increase in
foreign investments flowing
into various projects in the
country following these
incentives,” the GCO said.

Israeli forces
kill Palestinian
teenager

fic accidents during the same
month, followed by severe injuries, which accounted for 6
percent of accidents.
A total of 14 deaths were
recorded during this time,
equivalent to only 2 percent of
total road accident cases.

THE Israeli army has shot
dead a Palestinian teenager
during a raid on the Jenin
refugee camp in the north of
the occupied West Bank. The
youth, identified as 17-yearold Dirar Al Kafrini, was killed
late on Monday when the
shooting broke out between
the Israeli army and Palestinian fighters in the camp. The
Palestinian health ministry
said Al Kafrini was dead
when he was brought to the
hospital. PAGE 4

489 abandoned vehicles removed in July Al Qaeda leader Al Zawahiri killed by US in Afghanistan
THE Al Rayyan
Municipality, in
cooperation with
the Mechanical Equipment
Department,
removed 489
abandoned vehicles in July, in
implementation
of Law No 18 of
2017 on Public
Hygiene and related ministerial
decisions. (TNN)

AL QAEDA leader Ayman Al Zawahiri has
been killed in Afghanistan in a successful
US operation with no civilian casualties, US
President Joe Biden said on Monday.
“On Saturday, at my direction, the United
States successfully concluded an air strike
in Kabul, Afghanistan, that killed Al-Qaeda
leader Ayman Al Zawahiri,” Biden said.
Al Zawahiri, 71, was “deeply involved”
in the planning of the September 11 terror
attacks, which resulted in nearly 3,000
deaths, and “for decades... was the mastermind behind attacks against Americans,”
the US president said.

Al Zawahiri, an Egyptian surgeon-turnedterrorist, was named the head of Al-Qaeda
in 2011 after Osama bin Laden was killed
by US special forces at his hideout in
Pakistan.
The US State Department had offered
a reward of up to $25 million for information leading directly to the capture of Al
Zawahiri. Biden said that, after “relentlessly
seeking” Al Zawahiri for years, US intelligence earlier in 2022 located the Al Qaeda
chief in downtown Kabul, where he moved
to reunite with members of his immediate
family. (DPA) PAGE 4
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News in brief
Deputy Amir sends condolences to US
president

Minister of Social Development & Family meets
with ministers at global conference in Algeria
QNA
ALGIERS

THE Deputy Amir His Highness Sheikh Abdullah bin Hamad Al
Thani sent on Tuesday a cable of condolences to US President
Joe Biden on the victims of the floods that swept the state of
Kentucky, wishing the injured a speedy recovery. (QNA)

MINISTER of Social Development
and Family HE Maryam bint Ali bin
Nasser Al Misnad met with a number
of ministers responsible for social
development, family, and women
affairs, on the sidelines of her participation in an international conference that highlights the role of Algerian women as an example of Arab
women in liberating homelands. The
conference was held as part of the
activities commemorating Algeria’s
60th anniversary of independence
and youth.
HE Maryam met separate-

Prime minister sends condolences to US
president
PRIME Minister and Minister of Interior HE Sheikh Khalid bin
Khalifa bin Abdulaziz Al Thani on Tuesday sent a cable of condolences to US President Joe Biden on the victims of the floods
that swept the state of Kentucky, wishing the injured a speedy
recovery. (QNA)

ly with the Algerian Republic’s
Minister of National Solidarity,
Family, and Women’s Issues, Kawthar Kriko, Minister of Mujahideen and Algerian Rights Holders,
Laid Rebigua, Minister of Women’s
Affairs in the State of Palestine,
Dr. Amal Hamad, Minister of Social Affairs in the State of Libya,
Dr. Wafa Al-Kilani, and head of the
South.
In addition to the topics on the
conference agenda, opportunities
for joint cooperation in the fields of
social affairs, family, and women,
as well as ways to enhance and develop them, were also reviewed during the meetings.

Qatar population Awqaf & ministry sign agreement to attract
hits 2.66 million Qataris for imams and preachers positions
in June: PSA
TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

THE total population of Qatar has increased from 2.50
million in June 2021 to 2.66
million by the end of June
2022, the monthly bulletin
issued by the Planning and
Statistics Authority (PSA) has
revealed.
According to the bulletin,
a total of 2,029 live births
were registered in June 2022,
with an increase in total Qatari live births by 4.1 percent
compared to the previous
month. On the other hand,
178 deaths were recorded during the same period, showing

a decrease of 12.7 percent
compared to May 2022.
Moreover, there has been
a monthly increase in marriage contracts and divorce
certificates by 8.4 percent and
21.9 percent respectively, during June 2022 when the total
number of marriage contracts
was 373 and the total number
of divorces was 267 cases.
In the month of June,
QR79 million was spent on
social security for 14,436
beneficiaries within Qatar,
recording a monthly decrease
of 0.2 percent in the value of
social security and a monthly
decrease of 0.1 percent in the
number of beneficiaries.

THE Ministry of Endowment
(Awqaf) and Islamic Affairs on
Tuesday signed a cooperation
agreement with the Ministry of
Defence (MoD) to recruit those
assigned to the National Service
Academy in Miqdam camp to
join the profession of imam,
caller to prayer and preachers
in the Ministry of Awqaf and Islamic Affairs.
The agreement is an embodiment of the visions and goals of
the wise leadership in supplying the country’s mosques with
Qatari preachers and imams to
lead worshipers and make the
call to prayer as they are the
most capable to understand the
issues of society and know its
needs and aspirations.
The Ministry of Awqaf and
Islamic Affairs was represented
by Muhammad Hamad Al Kuwari, director of the Department
of Mosques, while the Ministry
of Defence was represented by
Brigadier-General Saud Ali Al
Hanzab, director of Staff of the
National Service Academy.
The signing of the agreement between the two parties
comes within the framework of
the keenness of the Ministry of
Endowments and Islamic Affairs to strengthen the societal
partnership with state institutions and to achieve its strategy of attracting and qualifying
Qatari imams and muezzins to
work in the country’s mosques

with the Belief in their active
role in upgrading the values and
morals of members of society
and strengthening the aspects of
faith and fraternal ties that the
true Sharia promotes.
The three-year agreement,
which becomes effective from
the date of its signing, will be
automatically renewed for a
similar period or periods. The
Ministry of Defence will receive
applications for those wishing
to join the training courses for
imams and preachers through
Moral Guidance at the Academy,
provided that the selection of the
applicants is in accordance with
the terms and conditions set by
the Ministry of Endowments
and Islamic Affairs.
The agreement also stipulates that the Ministry of Endowments and Islamic Affairs will
train and qualify the enrolled
participants in the imam and
oratory through a selection by
teachers and preachers specialised in this field, along with the
provision of books and materials necessary to enable teachers

to carry out their training tasks,
while the Ministry of Defence
will provide a well-equipped
place for the course at the National Service Academy camp
‘Miqdam’.
The Ministry of Awqaf and
Islamic Affairs will test the trainees participating in the courses
to ensure their comprehension
of the subjects taught through a
written examination that must
be successfully passed, in addition to an oral test in memorisation of three parts of the Noble
Qur’an.The two parties will then
coordinate to hold a ceremony
to honour the successful candidates to motivate other recruits
at the National Service Academy
to participate in the subsequent
courses.
The Ministry of Awqaf
and Islamic Affairs will assign
the imams who have qualified
for the courses to work in the
country’s mosques to lead the
worshipers, call to prayer in all
prayers and Tarawih and Tahajjud prayers during the Holy
Month of Ramadan.

Pelosi’s visit to Taiwan will harm China-US
Venezuelan media delegation
discusses cooperation with AJMI relations, says Chinese Embassy statement
TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

SENIOR delegates from the
Venezuelan embassy in Doha
accompanied a delegation
from RedRadiove to the Al Jazeera Media Institute (AJMI)
to discuss ways to collaborate
and how to utilize the Institute’s expertise in training
and media development for
their national media platform,
which broadcasts on various
social media platforms in addition to traditional media.
In the presence of officials
from the institute, Eman Al
Amri welcomed the delegation
and expressed her joy over the
institute’s partnership with
the well-known media outlet
in Venezuela.
Al Amri has identified areas in which the AJMI can help
staff members advance their
technical and media skills.

She has also touched on technological development and its
important influence on media
progress.
RedRadiove’s Editor-inChief Fidel Alejandro Madronero expressed his joy about
the visit and his fascination
with Qatar’s cultural and urban development. He emphasized the media’s important

role in the advancement of
people and civilizations.
He also expressed his admiration for the architecture
of the Al Jazeera studios and
the top-tier technologies employed in broadcasting and
studio operations, and he
looked forward to working
with the AJMI in the near future.

THE visit of Speaker of the United States
House of Representatives Nancy Pelosi to
Taiwan is a serious provocation against
China and will cause harm to China-US relations, according to a statement released by
the Chinese Embassy in Qatar.
Nancy Pelosi arrived in Taipei on Tuesday evening despite threats from Beijing. She
kicked off her tour to Asian countries from
Singapore on Monday, having a short stay
in Malaysia before landing in Taiwan on her
way to South Korea and Japan.
The statement from the Chinese embassy said there is only one China in the world
and Taiwan region is an indispensable part
of China’s territory, stressing that the ‘One
China’ principle has become the consensus of
the international community, a fundamental
basis for international relations, and also
the premises and basis for China-US relations. “The China-US Joint Communiqué on
the Establishment of Diplomatic Relations
in 1979 clearly stipulates that ‘The United
States of America recognises the Government of the People’s Republic of China as the
sole legal Government of China. Within this
context, the people of the United States will

maintain cultural, commercial and other unofficial relations with the people of Taiwan’,”
the statement read.
It added, “Despite its claim to uphold the
One China principle, the US has in reality
gone backwards in its actions, and even intentionally sabotages this principle, forcing
pressures and provocations against China.
The history and reality of the Taiwan question is crystal clear, the truth that people
across the strait belong to the same China
stands without any doubt. We will never
allow anyone to cross this red line and will
firmly oppose any separatist move towards
Taiwan Independence and any interference
by external forces.”
Statement further said that Chinese
President Xi Jijnping stressed, during his
latest call with President Biden, that the Chinese Government and people’s position on
Taiwan question is consistent and clear. It is
the firm determination of 1.4 billion Chinese
people to defend the sovereignty and territorial integrity of the motherland.
“The will of the people must be respected.
If the US insists on making the visit, China
will take firm and strong measures to safe-

guard its national sovereignty and territorial
integrity, and the US has to bear all the serious
consequences arising thereof. The Chinese
people say it and mean it,” the statement said.
Chinese Embassy lauded the clear stand
of Qatar on the issue as Qatar has always
adhered to the One China principle and has
always supported China’s position on the
Taiwan question. “In February this year,
when the Amir His Highness Sheikh Tamim
bin Hamad Al Thani met with President Xi
Jinping in Beijing he stressed that Qatar will
continue to support China in safeguarding
its sovereignty and security. Many Qatari officials have also emphasised when meeting
with our embassy official that Qatar’s position
to the One China principle will never change.
China highly appreciates Qatar’s support,” the
statement added. China calls on the international community, including Qatar, to stand
with China to speak up for safeguarding peace
and respecting sovereignty, and to oppose
unilateral acts that trample on international
law and basic norms governing international
relations, as well as activities that violate the
sovereignty and territorial integrity of other
countries. (TNN)
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kosovo pm, fm meet qatar ambassador

Prime Minister of Kosovo Albin Kurti met with non-resident Ambassador of Qatar to Kosovo HE Ali bin Hamad Al Marri in Pristina on Tuesday. Minister of Foreign Affairs and Diaspora of Kosovo Donika Gervalla-Schwarz also met with the Qatari ambassador. During the meetings,
they reviewed bilateral relations between the two countries. (QNA)

Malabar Gold & Diamonds campaign has one winner: Mrs. Thulasi Haridas and family,

one of the 10 lucky winners of Malabar Gold & Diamonds’ ‘Win 10 Golden Balls campaign,’ receive a
100gram Golden Ball from Raju T Johny, deputy branch head, Malabar Gold & Diamonds, in the presence of Malabar Gold & Diamonds team members at their outlet in Al Watan Center, Doha.

Turkish Airlines introduces new
program to fight climate change

Crowell & Moring Doha
publishes free guide on
doing business in Qatar
Tribune News Network
Doha

Turkish Airlines Chairman of the Board and Executive Committee Prof Ahmet Bolat
Tribune News Network
Doha

Aiming to offset the carbon
emissions caused by flights,
Turkish Airlines has launched
a new programme called Co2mission.
The programme aims to
balance the emissions caused
by all business trips of the
company’s personnel. As for
the guests, they will be able to
fly more environmentally conscious on a voluntary basis.
With this programme, the
Turkish national flag carrier
will ensure carbon offset becomes achievable and practical for anyone with environmental awareness.
Starting its operations
on August 1, turkishairlines.
co2mission.com/ page offers
numerous portfolio options
of carbon offset with environmental and communal benefits such as renewable energy
and forestation.

Passengers aiming to offset the emission of their flight
can do so by contributing their
desired amount to project
portfolio of their choice, thus
purchasing emission reduction certification accredited
by United Nations. Contribution of the passengers will be
used to support the projects
accredited by VCS and Gold
Standard and finished their
third-party evaluation and
reviews without any cuts by
Turkish Airlines.
Sharing his thoughts on
the voluntary carbon offset
project ‘Co2mission’, Turkish Airlines Chairman of the
Board and Executive Committee Prof Ahmet Bolat said,
“We are continuing to take the
initiative to combat the climate change which stands at
the forefront of today’s global
problems. Soon we will add
another to our sustainability focused projects which are
proving themselves with suc-

Starting its operations on
August 1, turkishairlines.
co2mission.com/page
offers numerous portfolio
options of carbon offset
with environmental and
communal benefits such
as renewable energy and
forestation.
cessful results.
“The projects supported
by the carbon offset programme will also show our
heartfelt commitment to
United Nations Sustainable
Development Goals. The decision to implement this programme is the result of our
desire to conduct all our operations responsibly. I am sure
that our passengers will also
show great interest in the programme with the knowledge
that all of us are responsible
for this beautiful world we
share.”

Flight date information
along with arrival-departure
stations are enough to take
part in the carbon offset
process. Guests are able to
complete their carbon offset
process whenever they want
regardless of which airline
they travelled with.
With the Co2mission platform, it is possible to calculate
the carbon offset amount with

International Civil Aviation
Organization (ICAO) methodology which considers route
length, aircraft type, fuel consumption and numerous other factors.
The platform is reachable
through Turkish Airlines website during ticket purchases or
directly through turkishairlines.co2mission.com/ web
page.

Crowell & Moring Doha,
one of the largest international law firms in the country, has launched a complimentary guide to doing
business in Qatar which provides a general introduction
to business activities in the
country.
Available to download
from the firm’s website, the
15-page guide provides insights from Crowell’s team
of legal experts in Doha and
addresses some of the principal elements of doing business, including advice for
those looking to establish a
corporate presence in Qatar.
“The guide is designed as
an overview of the various
options available to conduct
business activities in Qatar,
but it is worth noting that
this is a highly dynamic market and the rules and procedures for doing business in
the country are constantly
evolving,” explained Charbel
Maakaron, managing partner.
“Due to this changing
landscape, it is essential
to seek professional advice
when evaluating the market.”
The guide offers an overview of Qatar’s economic
environment – one of the
world’s
fastest-growing
economies – and outlines
the legal requirements for
foreign direct investment as
well as a information on the
country’s Proxy law and the
various avenues open to investors under the Companies
Law.
The guide additionally
provides a summary of the
requirements for setting up
businesses in the Qatar Free
Zone Authority, the Qatar Fi-

Charbel Maakaron, managing
partner, Crowell & Moring (Qatar)

Doing Business in Qatar Cover
nancial Centre and Qatar Science & Technology Park.
The guide also examines the legal requirements
of establishing commercial
agency relationships, franchise agreements as well
as the country’s taxation
environment, immigration
regime, labour law, mandatory health insurance,
data privacy regulations as
well as dispute resolution
and enforcement of foreign
judgments and arbitration
awards.

‘You are Important’ initiative, QC mark conclusion of first summer gathering
Tribune News Network
Doha

‘You are Important’ initiative, in cooperation with Qatar Charity (QC) and other
stakeholders, marked the
conclusion of the first summer gathering titled ‘Security
and safety’.
QC hosted the closing ceremony at its headquarters,
during which the supporting
and cooperating bodies and
the participating students
were honoured with certificates of appreciation and memorial shields.
The gathering was organized with the cooperation of
several official bodies in the
country.
The first summer gathering contributed to investing
the time of the participating
children who attended it during the summer vacation.
The participants unanimously agreed that the lectures, workshops, visits and
sports activities that were
presented to them have added
a lot of information, skills and

knowledge in the field of security and safety procedures in
stadiums and reinforced the
values of sportsmanship.
In his speech at the closing ceremony, Abdul Rahman Muhammad Al-Hajri,
director of Programmes and
Community Development Department at QC, said: “We are
pleased with the participation
of the future leaders in this
summer gathering, through
which we are keen to build
confidence of the orphans,
integrate them into society

and provide comprehensive
care for them to help them
gain life skills and abilities
through various activities and
events.”
Al-Hajri added: “Because
we at Qatar Charity support
volunteer work and youth initiatives that serve the community, we extend our hands for
cooperation and effective partnerships with all parties and
groups in society, including the
‘You are Important’ initiative.
We hope this cooperation will
be extended and strengthened

in the future.”
Captain Saeed Juma AlHatmi, the supervisor of the
‘You are Important’ initiative,
said: “During the programme,
which lasted for 10 days, 40
participating children were
introduced to various topics,
such as humanitarian work,
national heritage and how to
preserve it, and how to promote development in the soci-

ety, among other topics.”
The first summer gathering targeted children in the age
group of 10-14 years and included courses in civil defence,
first aid and swimming, in addition to religious awareness
lectures, sports activities, and
visits to Aspire Academy, the
shooting range in Lusail, the
South Stadium and the Olympic Museum.
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Al Qaeda leader Al Zawahiri killed
by US strike in Afghanistan: Biden

A White House handout photo released on Tuesday shows US President Biden meeting his national security team members on July 1, 2022 to
discuss the counterterrorism operation to take out Ayman Al Zawahiri. (AFP)
dpa
Washington

Al Qaeda leader Ayman Al
Zawahiri has been killed in
Afghanistan in a successful
US operation with no civilian
casualties, US President Joe
Biden said Monday.
“On Saturday, at my direction, the United States successfully concluded an air strike in
Kabul, Afghanistan, that killed
the emir of Al Qaeda, Ayman
Al Zawahiri,” Biden said.
Al Zawahiri, 71, was “deeply involved” in the planning
of the September 11 terror attacks, which resulted in nearly

3,000 deaths, and “for decades... was the mastermind
behind attacks against Americans,” the US president said.
Al Zawahiri, an Egyptian
surgeon-turned-terrorist, was
named the head of Al Qaeda
in 2011 after Osama bin Laden
was killed by US special forces
at his hideout in Pakistan.
The US State Department
had offered a reward of up to
$25 million for information
leading directly to the capture
of Al-Zawahiri. Biden said
that, after “relentlessly seeking” Al Zawahiri for years, US
intelligence earlier in 2022
located the Al Qaeda chief in

downtown Kabul, where he
moved to reunite with members of his immediate family.
“After carefully considering the clear and convincing
evidence of his location, I authorized a precision strike that
would remove him from the
battlefield once and for all,”
Biden said, adding that no
members of Al Zawahiri’s family were hurt and that there
were no civilian casualties.
Biden said he hoped the
operation would “bring one
more measure of closure” to
the family and friends of those
who died in the September 11
attacks.

The strike was carried out
on a residential house in
the Sherpur area of Kabul,
a diplomatic enclave
where many Taliban leaders reside now, Taliban
chief spokesperson
Zabihullah Mujahid has
said
Al Zawahiri’s last public
appearance was in a video released on the 20th anniversary
of the September 11 attacks, in
what appeared to be an effort to
refute rumours about his death.
The Taliban issued a state-

A still file image from a video released by Al Qaeda’s media arm as-Sahab and obtained on June 8, 2011
courtesy of the Site Intelligence Group shows Ayman Al Zawahiri. (AFP)
ment condemning the operation, saying it considers it to
be a clear violation of international principles and the Doha
Agreement, the 2020 pact
signed by the Taliban and the
US that facilitated the withdrawal of international forces
from Afghanistan.
The strike was carried out
on a residential house in the
Sherpur area of Kabul, a diplomatic enclave where many
Taliban leaders reside now,
Taliban chief spokesperson
Zabihullah Mujahid said in the
statement.
“Such actions are a repetition of the failed experiences

Israeli forces kill Palestinian teen in raid on Jenin camp

T

he Israeli army has
shot dead a Palestinian
teenager during a raid
on the Jenin refugee camp in
the north of the occupied West
Bank.
The youth, identified as
17-year-old Dirar Al Kafrini,
was killed late on Monday
when the shooting broke out
between the Israeli army and
Palestinian fighters in the
camp. The ministry reported
that another Palestinian was
shot with live ammunition in
the leg and was hospitalised in
moderate condition.
A funeral procession for
Al Kafrini took place on the
streets of the Jenin camp
shortly after the killing.
During the raid, Israeli
forces arrested one of the most
senior leaders in the Palestinian Islamic Jihad movement
(PIJ) in the West Bank, Bassam Al Saadi.
They also arrested his sonin-law, Ashraf Al Jada, while
he was visiting Al Saadi’s
home in the camp.

Videos and images shared
on social media showed traces of blood on the floor of Al
Saadi’s home following the
arrest. The family and the
Palestinian Prisoners’ Society
said the army had assaulted Al
Saadi and his wife during the
arrest. Al Saadi’s wife, Nawal,
was hospitalised due to the injuries she sustained.
In a statement on Monday
night, the PIJ’s armed wing Al
Quds Brigades, announced “a
state of alertness and readiness among its fighters and
active combat units” which it
said comes “in response to its
duty towards the treacherous
aggression that the great leader, the sheikh Bassam Al Saadi
and his family were exposed to
in Jenin”.
The Israeli army said in a
statement it “arrested two suspects who were transferred to
the general security services
for questioning” on Monday
night. It also said its soldiers
were met with live fire in the
camp, and they fired back.

PIJ fighters march as men carry the body of Dhurar Al-Kafrini, reportedly killed during clashes with Israeli forces in the Jenin refugee
camp, during his funeral a the camp in the occupied West Bank, on
Tuesday. (AFP)
Al Saadi is a former prisoner who spent many years in
and out of Israeli jails. He was
last arrested in 2018 following
a five-year effort by the Israeli
army to locate him, and was
released in 2020. Two of his
sons were killed during Israel’s large-scale invasion of the
Jenin refugee camp in 2002.

The Palestinian Authority’s Commission for Prisoners
Affairs condemned Al-Saadi’s
“barbaric arrest”.
Head of the commission
Qadri Abu Bakr said they
“hold the occupation’s government fully responsible for the
life of the captive Al-Saadi and
for the execution of the martyr

Dirar Al-Kafrini”, adding that
the “occupation does not stop
targeting Jenin camp and its
residents”.
Israel’s raid on Jenin
comes as part of months-long
efforts to quash rising armed
resistance in the city’s refugee
camp, where the armed wings
of the PIJ and the ruling Fatah
party are active.
On May 11, Israeli forces
shot dead veteran Al Jazeera
journalist Shireen Abu Akleh,
51, while she was reporting on
a raid in Jenin.
At least 60 Palestinians
have been killed by the Israeli
army since the start of the
year, about a third of them
were from Jenin.
The Israeli army raids
Palestinian cities and villages
in the West Bank on a nearnightly basis, often resulting
in the killing or wounding of
Palestinians.
On Sunday night, Israeli
forces arrested some 43 Palestinians from across the West
Bank. (Agencies)

Al Sadr followers told to withdraw from Iraq parliament

Supporters of the Iraqi cleric Moqtada Al Sadr gather inside the
parliament in the capital Baghdad’s high-security Green Zone, as
they continue their sit-in to protest a rival bloc’s nomination for prime
minister, on Tuesday. (AFP)

Agencies
Followers of an influential
Shiite cleric camped out inside
the Iraqi parliament building
for a fourth straight day were
instructed Tuesday to leave
the building but maintain
their protest outside.
In a tweet, a representative of cleric Muqtada Al Sadr
told the hundreds of loyalists
to leave the parliament building in the capital of Baghdad
within 72 hours.
They were told to move
their protest outside its premises but to remain inside the
Green Zone, which houses
Iraq’s government buildings
and foreign embassies. The
sit-in was in its fourth day
Tuesday.
Al Sadr and his party were
winners in the October par-

liamentary elections but were
unable to muster a majority
of support to form a government. His followers stormed
the parliament Saturday at his
command to prevent the Iranbacked Coordination Framework alliance from voting in
a new government after they
named Mohamed Al Sudani as
candidate for prime minister.
Tuesday’s move is a deescalation on Al Sadr’s part
but far from a disbanding of
the protests. It comes a day
after his rivals in the Framework alliance staged a protest
that many feared would lead to
street battles between loyalists
of the rival Shiite factions. The
protesters withdrew on orders
from Qais Al Khazali, a leading
member of the Framework.
Shiite officials told The As-

sociated Press the Framework
had offered Al-Sadr a proposal
to withdraw from the parliament building. In return, the
parliament building would remain closed to lawmakers.
Al Sadr’s followers have
been camped out inside the
parliament building in the
heavily fortified Green Zone
since thousands stormed
the building on Saturday,
demanding reforms and denouncing the Iran-backed alliance. Al Sadr’s representatives
have called on supporters in
Iraqi provinces to protest in
their cities and towns in support of the parliament sit-in.
Al Sadr’s followers were
also instructed to hold mass
prayers Friday at the Victory
Arch, a monument also located inside the district.

of the past 20 years and are
against the interests of the US,
Afghanistan and the region,”
Mujahid said.
US Secretary of State Antony Blinken meanwhile accused the Taliban of “hosting
and sheltering” Al Qaeda’s
leader in Kabul, in what he
said was a gross violation of
the Doha agreement and of
“repeated assurances to the
world that they would not allow Afghan territory to be used
by terrorists to threaten the
security of other countries.”
“The world is a safer place following the death of Zawahiri,”
Blinken went on to say.

Nearly a year ago, the US
pulled all troops from Afghanistan in a chaotic withdrawal
that put an end to international military operations in the
country after almost 20 years.
With the withdrawal, the
previous Afghan government
collapsed and the Taliban took
full control of the country and
began reimposing their hardline views on the nation.
Biden’s government has
faced massive criticism over
the circumstances of the US
withdrawal, and the US president pledged not to give up the
fight against terrorism in the
region.

News
in brief
Ex-Al-Shabab leader appointed religious
affairs minister in Somalia’s new cabinet
A former deputy leader and spokesperson of Somali militant
group Al Shabab has been appointed as a government minister. Mukhtar Robow has been chosen as the religious affairs
minister in Somalia’s new cabinet. He had been under house
arrest for four years after being detained during the term of
the previous president for organising a militia group. He was
also accused of not abandoning extremism. More than 20
people were killed when violence erupted after his arrest. He
had split from Al-Shabab in 2015 citing ideological differences
and formed his own militant group. At one time, the US had his
name on its list of people wanted for acts of terror. It offered
$5m for his capture, but that was dropped in 2017. His appointment as religious affairs minister could mean a declaration of an ideological war against Al-Shabab. But others see
it as a way to cover up crimes committed while he was part
of the Al-Qaida affiliated group. Al-Shabab, which is opposed
to the internationally backed federal government, carries out
frequent attacks in Somalia. It has also targeted neighbouring
countries. (Agencies)

Pakistani man killed by gangs of
migrants in Greece
Athens Gangs of migrants have launched attacks on other
migrants in northern Greece in recent days, Greek police
reported on Tuesday. A 23-year-old man from Pakistan was
beaten to death and a pregnant woman from Lebanon lost her
child in the attacks. The victims were on their way to central
Europe, according to the police, and the suspected attackers
have been arrested. According to news agency ANA, gangs
of migrants from Syria, Pakistan, and Afghanistan have been
threatening and robbing other migrants along the train line to
North Macedonia. Some of the attackers were people smugglers, depriving their victims of any last cash reserves. Many
migrants hope to reach central Europe via routes through
North Macedonia, even though the border crossing into
Greece’s northern neighbour is not easy. Much of the border is
secured by large fences, forcing migrants to resort to smugglers to help them across. (DPA)

Generals among six Pakistani army
officers killed in helicopter crash
Islamabad A helicopter carrying Pakistani army officers to
the flood-hit south-western region of the country crashed,
killing all six on board including two generals, military said
on Tuesday. The crash occurred when the officers were on a
mission to assess the damages that the flooding and several weeks of torrential rains had caused in the province of
Balochistan, a military statement said. The preliminary investigations suggested bad weather had caused the crash, the
statement said, quelling speculation that the helicopter might
have been targeted by rebels in one of the volatile regions.
A general commanding the military in the country’s southern
region and another one heading the coastguard forces were
among the dead. (DPA)

World

Foreign soldiers
told to leave airport
in Mali’s capital
dpa
Dakar

Mali’s military-led government has banned foreign
troops from a section of the
capital’s airport that houses a
UN base, adding further confusion about the state of an
international
peacekeeping
mission in the troubled West
African country.
The Ministry of Transport
said in a statement on Tuesday
that the ban covers the “reception and accommodation” of
foreign soldiers and specifically pertains to the company
Sahel Aviation Service.
The UN peacekeeping mission MINUSMA is based on
the premises of Sahel Aviation
Service at the Bamako airport.
All foreign soldiers will
have to leave the premises of
the company within 72 hours,
the statement continued, citing violations of contractual
agreements that endangered
the security of Mali.
The immediate implications for the personnel on the
UN base were not clear.
The United Nations Multidimensional
Integrated
Stabilization Mission in Mali
(MINUSMA) is a peacekeeping force established to boost
security in Mali after the Tuareg Rebellion of 2012, an early
stage of the ongoing armed

conflict in the country.
Mali, with a population of
around 20 million, has experienced three military coups
since 2012 and is considered
extremely unstable.
Islamist terrorist groups
are also active in parts of the
country.
Germany is among the
countries that has deployed
troops under the MINUSMA
peacekeeping banner.
However, Western powers have been reassessing
their commitments to Mali
amid hostility from the military rulers. France and other
European countries recently
withdrew troops involved in
counter-terrorism operations
there.
A spokesperson for the Defence Ministry in Berlin said
the government was aware of
the decision issued by Mali’s
Transport Ministry and was
examining its implications.
Ties between Berlin and
Bamako have deteriorated, especially after the junta recently declared that it would not
permit any personnel changes
to the international forces for
the time being.
Last month, eight members of the German Armed
Forces were prevented from
boarding a civilian flight by
Malian authorities in an act
Berlin called “harassment.”

Nearly 700 migrants
arrived in Britain by
boat on a single day
dpa
London

Almost
700
migrants
crossed the English Channel to
reach British shores in a single
day, a record for the year so
far.
Some 696 made the journey in 14 boats on Monday,
the Ministry of Defence (MoD)
said.
This is the highest number on a single day so far this
year, and only the second time
in 2022 the daily figure has
topped 600.
The previous highest number was 651 recorded on April
13. The latest crossings saw
large groups of people, including young children, brought
ashore in Ramsgate before
leaving the Kent port on double-decker buses.
The data suggests there
was an average of around 50
on each boat that day.
More than 17,000 people
have arrived in the UK af-

ter navigating busy shipping
lanes from France in small
boats such as dinghies so far
in 2022, according to government figures.
Some 3,683 migrants
made the crossing on 90 boats
in July, the highest monthly
total this year, PA news agency
analysis of the figures shows.
Journeys took place on 20
out of 31 days.
It is more than three
months since British Home
Secretary Priti Patel unveiled
plans to send migrants to
Rwanda to try to deter people
from crossing the Channel.
Since then, 11,827 have arrived in the UK after making
the journey.
On April 14 Patel signed
what she described as a
“world-first” agreement with
Rwanda under which the east
African nation will receive migrants deemed by the UK to
have arrived “illegally” and are
therefore inadmissible under
new immigration rules.
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BEIJING OUTRAGED

Speaker of the US House of Representatives Nancy Pelosi (centre) in Taipei on Tuesday. (afp)

Nancy Pelosi arrives in
Taiwan amid heightened
US-China tensions
dpa
Taipei

House Speaker Nancy Pelosi
has arrived in Taiwan, despite
stern warnings from Beijing,
making her the highest-level
US official to visit the island in
25 years.
Pelosi’s US Air Force-operated Boeing C-40C landed at
Taipei’s Songshan Airport late
Tuesday, marking the start of
the third - and most controversial - leg of her five-country
Asia tour.
Pelosi and her delegation
of Democratic Party lawmakers were met by Taiwan Foreign Minister Joseph Wu and
Sandra Oudkirk, the director
of the American Institute in
Taiwan, which serves as Washington’s de facto embassy.
The trip has drawn outrage from Beijing, which views
the self-governing island as a
breakaway territory that will
one day be reunited with the
mainland.
The Chinese Foreign Ministry called the visit “very dangerous” and like “playing with

fire.” China will “take all necessary measures to resolutely
defend national sovereignty
and territorial integrity,” said
the ministry’s statement,
which was issued shortly after
she landed in Taiwan.
“Those who play with fire
will burn themselves,” it continued.
Pelosi is the third-highest
ranking official in the US government, behind President Joseph Biden and Vice President
Kamala Harris.
Furthermore, China announced a number of military
exercises that will take place
in six areas in the waters that
encircle Taiwan from Tuesday
to Sunday.
A spokesperson for the
ministry told broadcaster
CCTV that “the Chinese People’s Liberation Army (PLA) is
on high alert and will launch a
series of targeted military operations,” also citing the aim
of dfending “national sovereignty and territorial integrity.” Chinese SU-35 fighter
jets flew into the narrow Taiwan Strait, which separates

the island from the mainland,
shortly ahead of Pelosi’s arrival, Chinese state television
reported.
For days, Pelosi had declined to confirm news reports
that she would visit and Taiwan was not on her official
itinerary.
People around the world
monitored the progress of her
flight on Tuesday, watching on
flight tracking websites as her
plane made its way from Kuala
Lumpur toward Taipei.
The flight path avoided
the contested South China Sea
and was escorted by eight US
Air Force fighter jets as well as
Taiwan Air Force fighter aircraft.
An editorial by Pelosi was
published in the Washington
Post minutes after she arrived
in Taipei.
“We cannot stand by as the
CCP (the Chinese Communist
Party) proceeds to threaten
Taiwan - and democracy itself,” she wrote.
“Indeed, we take this trip at
a time when the world faces a
choice between autocracy and

democracy. As Russia wages
its premeditated, illegal war
against Ukraine, killing thousands of innocents - even children - it is essential that America and our allies make clear
that we never give in to autocrats.” “By traveling to Taiwan,
we honor our commitment to
democracy: reaffirming that
the freedoms of Taiwan - and
all democracies - must be respected,” Pelosi wrote.
However, the White House
did emphasize that the visit
did not signify a shift in the
One-China-Policy of the US.
National Security Council coordinator of communications
John Kirby told broadcaster
CNN that there was no reason
for China to turn the visit into
a conflict.
China’s leadership regards
Taiwan as part of the People’s
Republic and rejects official
contacts between its diplomatic partners and the government in Taipei.
Taiwan, which has 23 million inhabitants, has long considered itself independent.
The Russian invasion of

Ukraine has heightened fears
that China could annex the
democratic island republic by
force. Tensions over Taiwan
have not been as high since
the 1990s.
Pelosi’s delegation is expected to stay overnight in
Taipei City`s Grand Hyatt
Hotel, where protestors from
the far-right and pro-China
Alliance to Promote Chinese
Unification had gathered.
They were countered by the
Taiwan State-Building Party,
whose members held placards
proclaiming
“Democracies
Strong Together.” The capital
city’s landmark Taipei 101 skyscraper, located near the fivestar hotel, blazed “Welcome
to Taiwan.” Pelosi is expected
to visit Taiwan’s parliament
on Wednesday and meet with
Yu Shyi-kun, the legislature’s
leader, before holding talks
with President Tsai Ing-wen.
Also on her schedule are
meetings with Chinese, Hong
Kong and Taiwanese human
rights activists. She is expected to depart for Seoul, South
Korea in the early evening.

UK leadership favourite Truss stumbles over plan to slash pay
Agencies
British Foreign Secretary
Liz Truss, front-runner in the
race to succeed Prime Minister Boris Johnson, was forced
into a policy U-turn Tuesday,
dropping a proposal to cut
some public sector salaries after the idea drew scorn from
fellow Conservatives.
The blow came hours after
Truss’s campaign was boosted by a valuable endorsement
from a former rival for the
party leadership.
Truss, who is running
against ex-Treasury chief Rishi Sunak for the Conservative Party leadership, said
Monday that she would reduce salaries for civil servants living outside London, in
cheaper parts of the country,
as part of a “war” on public
sector “waste.”
She said the move could
save taxpayers up to 8.8 billion pounds ($10.8 billion) a
year, but critics said it would
mean cutting people’s pay at a
time when prices for food and
fuel are soaring.

Ben Houchen, the Conservative mayor of the poverty-scarred Tees Valley region
of northeast England, said it
was a “horrifically bad” idea.
“There is simply no way
you can do this without a
massive pay cut for 5.5m people including nurses, police
officers and our armed forces
outside London. So much that
we’ve worked for in places like
Teesside would be undone,”
he wrote on Twitter.
Before noon, Truss had
abandoned the plan, with her
campaign saying “current levels of public sector pay will
absolutely be maintained”
and there would be no regional variations.
Truss and Sunak are vying to replace Johnson, who
resigned as Tory leader last
month after months of ethics
scandals.
Truss appears to have
more momentum, winning
the endorsement of influential
Conservative figures including well-regarded Defense
Secretary Ben Wallace and
lawmaker Tom Tugendhat,
who was a leadership candi-

British Foreign Secretary Liz Truss in London recently. (afp)
date before being knocked out
of the contest last month.
Truss got another boost
when former rival Penny
Mordaunt backed her on
Monday. Trade minister
Mordaunt, a rising star of the
party who got down to the
final three contenders in the
leadership race, said Truss
was “the hope candidate” and

had the “bold economic plan
that our nation needs.”
The vast majority of Britain’s 67 million people have
no say in selecting their
next prime minister. About
180,000 Conservative members across the U.K. will vote
in the next few weeks in a
party leadership contest.
The winner will be an-

nounced on September 5
and will automatically become prime minister. The
new leader won’t have to face
voters until the next general
election, due to be held by
2024.
The candidates are making sweeping policy proposals in a bid to win party votes,
and their promises are drawing increasing scrutiny as the
summer-long election goes
on.
Truss has promised to cut
taxes within weeks of taking
office, to “unleash” British
farming by slashing regulations and to stand up to the
European Union by pressing
on with controversial plans
to breach the legally binding withdrawal agreement
the U.K. signed with the bloc
when it left in 2020.
Truss has angered Scottish nationalists by saying she
would refuse to allow a new
referendum on Scottish independence. That’s in line with
the current government’s
policy, but Truss went further
by calling pro-independence
Scottish First Minister Nicola

Sturgeon “an attention-seeker” who should be ignored.
Deputy First Minister
John Swinney said people
in Scotland would be “concerned, and in many cases,
insulted” by the comments.
Sunak has also been accused of offering vacuous talking points designed to appeal
to the party’s right-wing base,
such as a vow to end “woke
nonsense,” in a press release
that mentioned debates over
historical statues, trans rights
and freedom of speech on
university campuses.

On the economy, Sunak
is running as an experienced
minster who can guide the
country through the economic turbulence caused by
the pandemic and the war in
Ukraine.
He accuses Truss of peddling “fairy tales” with her
tax-cutting plans.
Sunak argues it is vital to
get inflation under control
first, but has been accused
of doing a U-turn of his own
by promising to cut the basic
rate of income tax from 20%
to 16% by 2029.
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Ukrainian Grain Export
Pact Lowers Food Prices
Globally, Reduces Hunger

US, World
Face Economic
Turmoil

W

HETHER America is in a recession or not has yet
to be officially determined. But unofficially, US
consumers may already believe that a downturn
has begun and may be accelerating after a week of consequential economic news and months of rising prices.
Thursday’s announcement from the Commerce Department that the US economy contracted 0.9% in the
second quarter of 2022 — following a 1.6% decline in the
first quarter — meets a standard definition of a recession: two consecutive quarters of negative growth.
A National Bureau of Economic Research panel will
eventually decide. Although that official declaration
will be meaningful, what matters most is how consumers feel and behave in the face of higher prices on many
goods and services.
The rate at which inflation is increasing is at fourdecade high following years of stable prices. Most paychecks have not kept up with the increased cost of living,
leaving many consumers — especially those with low
incomes — feeling worse off.
On Wednesday, as was expected, the Federal Reserve again raised a key interest rate — this time at threequarters of a point — to curb inflation.
The painfully necessary increase is meant to decrease
economic demand and thus prices. “We need growth to
slow,” Fed Chair Jerome Powell said. “We don’t want
this to be bigger than it needs to be, but ultimately, if you
think about the medium- to longer-term, price stability
is what makes the whole economy work.”
So do jobs, and in this aspect the US and Minnesota,
in particular, are in a better position than in previous
downturns. The overall US unemployment rate is a relatively low 3.6%, and Minnesota just announced its lowest unemployment rate ever, at 1.8%. Yet if the economy
cools further, so could job growth.
The Fed’s previous positions of years of relatively low
interest rates may have contributed to the need to raise
them so quickly. But it’s important to remember that the
central bank, like federal, state and local governments,
was trying to respond to an anemic pandemic economy.
It’s also critical to note that the policy responses have
an international context. The economy is interconnected
and in fact genuinely global, and the unrelenting COVID-19 crisis and war in Ukraine, which both exacerbated
the worldwide supply-chain problem, have had a hand
in rising prices, too. Higher rates of inflation, slowing
growth and rising interest rates are being seen in other
developed economies in Europe and elsewhere, and the
developing world faces a potentially more acute, even
existential, food crisis due to the disruption from Russia’s invasion.
The globalisation of economic headwinds led the
International Monetary Fund to warn on Tuesday of a
global recession. In a blog post timed with the release of
the IMF’s report, titled “Gloomy and More Uncertain,”
the IMF’s chief economist wrote, “The world may soon
be teetering on the edge of a global recession, only two
years after the last one.”
Whatever one calls it — and predictably, the Biden
administration doesn’t want to use the term “recession,”
while Republicans do — economic conditions have
worsened. Whether the Fed can produce a “soft landing”
of lower inflation without more serious damage to the
economy remains to be seen.
But overall, the US is in a better position than most
major economies, Timothy Kehoe, a University of
Minnesota professor of economics and adviser to the
Federal Reserve Bank of Minneapolis, told an editorial writer. “The world is in a time of unprecedented
amounts of economic uncertainty with the continuing
COVID-19 pandemic, not as brutally here as in some
other countries, and the war in Ukraine,” Kehoe said.
“The United States is doing the best of any major country in the world right now.”
That’s a credit to US citizens and policymakers, but no one can say with certainty if that relative
strength will continue.
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The first ship loaded with food grains sailed from the Ukrainian port of Odessa in
implementation of the Istanbul agreement
QNA

T

Doha

he first ship loaded with
food grains sailed on Monday from the Ukrainian
port of Odessa in implementation of the Istanbul
agreement, in which Turkish
and UN mediation succeeded in
persuading Russia and Ukraine
to sign an agreement to reopen
the ports of Ukraine and ship
grain through the Black Sea.
Experts expected that the
Ukrainian grain export agreement will positively reflect on
calming food prices globally,
and on countries suffering from
food crises in the region in particular, in addition to achieving
a win-win equation, as Ukraine
will reap the financial returns it
needs, and Russia will achieve
economic and political gains
regarding the exclusion of its
agricultural products and fertilizers from Western sanctions.
The experts’ expectations
were also affected by Russia’s
confirmation in regard to its
denial of blockading Ukrainian
ports to prevent export, while
Turkey has diplomatically succeeded in crowning an agreement that contributes globally
to reducing hunger, which enhances the chances of its success as an effective mediator
in settling the war in Ukraine,
as the benefit extends to all
Ukrainian food buyers over the
globe.
On July 27, Turkey opened
a joint coordination centre in
Istanbul to monitor the implementation of the suspended
grain shipment from Ukrainian ports, with the participation of Russian and Ukrainian
military representatives and in
the presence of representatives
from the United Nations, with
the aim of securing the output
of millions of tons of Ukrainian
grain to world markets.
The agreement is valid for
an expendable period of 120
days, and allows the export
of 20-25 million tons of grain
from three ports in the Odessa
province of southern Ukraine.
Agricultural expert and Executive Director of Agrico Farm
Nasser Ahmed Al Khalaf said
that the success of the agreement deal in calming food

prices and reducing hunger depends on the method of implementation, noting that if a clear
program that includes receiving
stocks, packing and controlling
ships, export destinations, distribution methods to countries
and selling prices were to be developed, the announced quantity will be reflected positively
on calming food prices and can
contribute, among other factors, to reducing the global food
crisis.
In a statement to Qatar
News Agency, Al Khalaf added
that the military operation in
Ukraine has cast more repercussions on the global food sector, especially since Russia and
Ukraine are considered major
food producers and exporters in
the world, which is why any settlement of the war or addressing of the situation to allow the
export of grain would create a
good impact on reducing food
prices and reaching the poorest countries, especially since
the amount intended for export
ranges from 20 to 25 million

tons, which is a large amount in
weight at the global food level.
Al Khalaf asked whether agricultural products from cereals and oils will be distributed
fairly among the countries of
the world, pointing out that in
case it was done fairly in a way
where poor and developing
countries get their share, this
will undoubtedly have a significant impact on calming food
prices and reducing hunger.
If the amount is acquired by
rich countries with money and
influence, and proceed with the
same ways of getting COVID-19
vaccine, the needed results in
the level of prices will not be
achieved, he added, indicating
that it will also put the international community in an ethical
test to confirm its capabilities
to distribute grains fairly, and
the motives of the agreement
came mainly from the need for
food products in poor, starving
countries.
On July 22, Turkey, Russia, Ukraine and the United
Nations signed an agreement

on the ‘Initiative on the Safe
Transportation of Grain and
Foodstuffs from Ukrainian
ports’, as the signing ceremony
of which took place in Istanbul.
The agreement guarantees the
security of grain exports stuck
in Ukrainian ports on the Black
Sea to the world.
In turn, Businessperson
and former Vice President of
Qatar Chamber Abdulaziz Al
Emadi likened the impact of
the agreement and pressure at
least partially on food prices,
pointing out that wheat prices
dropped by about 5% after the
signing of the Ukrainian grain
export agreement, and that
the needed effect on prices will
be achieved if the export process proceeded successfully as
planned.
In a statement, Al Emadi
told QNA that Arab countries
will be among the beneficiaries of the export of Ukrainian grain, especially in case
Ukraine commits to deal with
its partners before the war, noting that many countries in the

region rely mainly on Ukraine
and Russia for their food imports of wheat and oils and are
therefore candidates for their
share of the agreement.
Ukrainian Foreign Minister
Dmytro Kuleba stressed that
the resumption of Ukrainian
grain exports for the first time
constitutes a “breakthrough for
the world.” In a post on Twitter
Kuleba said: “it is a day of relief
for the world, especially for our
friends in the Middle East, Asia
and Africa,” adding “Ukraine
has always been a reliable partner and will remain one should
Russia respects its part of the
deal.” The World Food Program
(WFP) expressed its optimism
about the deal to export food
products and reopen Ukrainian
ports, warning that the agreement alone would not solve the
global food crisis, even if it was
effectively implemented.
Ukraine is one of the
world’s food suppliers, as it is
the fourth largest wheat exporter in the world and produces
about 9% of world production,
in addition to about 16% of corn
production, and about 42% of
World sunflower oil production, according to the Food and
Agriculture Organization of the
United Nations (FAO).
Ukraine’s exports are of
great importance for foodscarce countries in Africa, Asia
and some countries in the Middle East.
UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres welcomed the
sailing of the first ship loaded
with tons of grain since Feb.
26, expressing the hope that
this will be the first of many
commercial ships moving in
line with the initiative that was
signed, and that this will bring
much-needed stability and relief to global food security, especially in the most fragile humanitarian contexts. Guterres
noted that ensuring the transportation of available grain and
foodstuffs to global markets is a
“humanitarian duty.” The European Union also welcomed
the move, considering it a
“welcome first step” to alleviate the food crisis caused by the
Russian military operation in
Ukraine, while looking forward
to the “full implementation of
the agreement.”

At Last, A Simple Strategy For COVID Booster Shots
FDA has made a smart choice to delay the next vaccines for people under 50. Now, Congress needs to support the campaign by paying for them

T

Lisa Jarvis

HE Food and Drug Administration
(FDA) reportedly has a new strategy
for rolling out new booster shots that
should bring needed clarity to COVID
vaccination in the US. Going forward,
most Americans will get the same advice
about when to get their next shots.
Currently, second boosters are available
only to people who are either over the age
of 50 or have compromised immunity. The
agency had been considering offering boosters to people of all ages this summer.
Instead, health officials will accelerate
the availability of next-generation vaccines
that are tailored to the highly contagious
BA.4 and BA.5 omicron variants, and offer these shots to everyone at once in September. Moderna and Pfizer are reportedly
ready to meet that ambitious timeline.
This move makes sense both scientifically and practically.

Scientists have worried that the longer
the FDA waited to approve a second booster
for people under 50, the harder it would be
to time the rollout of updated shots.
If people were to get second boosters
in August, they would want to wait two to
three months — until October or November — to let their immune response mature
before getting a new variant-specific shot.
It’s easier to have the new vaccine be the
next shot for this group.
On a practical level, speeding up the
next-generation shots also simplifies public-health advice on when people should get
the new vaccines. Although media reports
about details of the rollout differ, the likely
scenario is that the shots will be offered to
everyone 12 and over. That will make uniform what has previously been patchwork
guidance for different age groups.
Unfortunately, it will remain as difficult
as ever to convince people that more COVID
shots are needed. While the vaccines have

protected most people from serious illness,
their ability to prevent infection — never the
intended purpose of the shots, but certainly
key to getting society fully back to normal —
has grown weaker with each new variant.
All of this has led to excruciatingly slow
uptake of available shots, and that has been

especially worrisome for the most vulnerable
groups. Hospitalisation rates for people over
70, for example, are now near the peak last
seen when the delta variant was circulating.
But offering updated shots to all Americans in September could help bring people on board by streamlining the process.
Americans are accustomed to rolling up a
sleeve for a flu shot each fall. Now, the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention can
suggest they simply get a COVID shot at the
same time. Assuming there are no more major variant surprises, this could be the beginning of putting the COVID vaccine on an
annual schedule, as Peter Marks, director of
the FDA’s Center for Biologics Evaluation
and Research, recently suggested to me.
Of course, it’s essential that Congress
now invest in the fall vaccine plan. The
US Department of Health and Human
Services has said it signed a new contract
with Moderna to buy 66 million doses of
an mRNA booster against BA.4 and BA.5.

That adds to the roughly 105 million doses
of Pfizer’s updated booster the agency previously agreed to buy.
It doesn’t take a mathematician to realize that won’t be enough shots for the entire US population. Yet month after month,
Congress continues to ignore White House
requests for additional COVID funding.
HHS said it took $10 billion from other pandemic efforts to pay for these vaccines.
What message do lawmakers send
about the importance of vaccination if they
can’t ensure there will be enough shots to go
around?
The FDA has struck upon a sensible
plan. To avoid yet another tough winter
with COVID, Congress should work quickly
to ensure it gets the support it needs.
(Lisa Jarvis is a Bloomberg
Opinion columnist covering biotech,
healthcare and the pharmaceutical
industry.)
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Politicians warn of heightened
threat at nuclear conference
German foreign minister slams Russia and North Korea for using nuclear weapons as threats
dpa
New York

Politicians from around
the world gathered in New
York on Monday for the 10th
Review Conference of the
Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons
(NPT) amid heightened tensions over nuclear arms in
Russia and Iran.
The United Nations describes the NPT as a landmark
international treaty to prevent
the spread of nuclear weapons
and to promote cooperation
in the peaceful use of nuclear
energy.
It is subject to review every
five years, and this the 10th
review was originally planned
to take place in 2020 but postponed on account of the coronavirus pandemic.
The delayed review is now
taking place amid stalling negotiations over the Iran nuclear deal and Russia’s war in
Ukraine.
US Secretary of State Antony Blinken accused Russia
of using its nuclear weapons to
intimidate and threaten by engaging in “reckless, dangerous
nuclear sabre rattling.”
Blinken said there is no
place in the world for “nuclear
deterrence based on force and
intimidation or blackmail.”
“We have to stand together in
rejecting this,” Blinken said.
Ukraine’s Deputy Foreign
Minister Mykola Tochytskyi
fiercely criticized Russia for
indirect threats to use nuclear
weapons in its war on Ukraine.
“The world witnesses how
nuclear terrorism, sponsored

Concerns over
heatwave
as wildfires
continue to flare
up in Germany
dpa
Leipzig

Rain is necessary to ease the
forest fire in Germany’s Saxon Switzerland national park
that started more than a week
ago, the local authority said
Tuesday, while the wildfire in
Brandenburg was finally extinguished.
In the eastern German national park, pockets of embers
and fire in the ground keep
reigniting, aided by rising temperatures and drought, said
Thomas Kunz, the district’s
spokesman.
“For the situation to ease,
we need rain,” he said.
The wind can also cause
embers to spread quickly, he
noted. Barriers are being erected in the ground between the
Winterberg and Zschand areas.
Some 300 firefighters were
deployed on Tuesday morning,
with 550 expected throughout
the day. Water cannon are also
being used to distribute water
on the edge of paths to reduce
the spread of embers.
The fire had first started
in the Bohemian Switzerland
park in neighbouring Czech
Republic and then spread
across the border to the Saxon
Switzerland park. Authorities
said on Monday that the Bohemian Switzerland fire was under control.
In the eastern state of
Brandenburg, a large forest
fire has been extinguished after
burning for more than a week,
the deputy chief of the district
fire brigade, Martin Neumann,
announced on Tuesday.
Returning supervision of
the area where the fire had
burned to its owners is the next
challenge, Neumann said. The
district will continue to supervise the area for any signs of
fires re-kindling on Wednesday, but after that, the responsibility will be passed back to
the owners of the land.

Reckless
US Secretary of State Antony
Blinken accused Russia of
using its nuclear weapons to
intimidate and threaten by
engaging in ‘reckless,
dangerous nuclear sabre
rattling’

US Secretary of State Antony Blinken in New York on Monday. (afp)
by the nuclear-weapon state,
is arising in reality,” he said,
according to a transcript.
“The robust joint actions
are needed to prevent nuclear
disaster at global scale. We ask
to close the sky over the nuclear power plants in Ukraine. To
provide air defence systems,”
he said.
He called for action to
prove that Russia cannot remain unpunished for its inva-

sion of Ukraine because it possesses nuclear arms.
UN Secretary General
António Guterres said that
the climate crisis, inequality,
violent conflicts around the
world, and the COVID-19 pandemic have placed the world
under huge stress “at a time of
nuclear danger not seen since
the height of the Cold War.”
“Humanity is in danger of
forgetting the lessons forged

in the terrifying fires of Hiroshima and Nagasaki,” Guterres warned.
German Foreign Minister
Annalena Baerbock also criticized Russia and North Korea
for using nuclear weapons as
threats, and Iran for continuing to expand its nuclear programme.
While calling for nuclear
disarmament, she also said
that Russia’s invasion of

Ukraine has thrown the reality
of nuclear weapons into sharp
focus.
“Efforts for nuclear disarmament and nuclear deterrence are not mutually exclusive in these times,” she said.
Russian
President
Vladimir Putin wrote a greeting statement to the conference, which he is not attending
in person.
“We assume that there can
be no winners in a nuclear war,
and therefore one can never be
allowed to start,” Putin said in
the statement.
He further gave assurances
that Russia would fulfil its duties as a founding nation of the
NPT.
Concerns that Russia was
considering the use of nuclear
weapons were fuelled by the
fact that Putin placed Russian
nuclear forces on high alert
shortly after the beginning of
the invasion of Ukraine.
Almost 13,000 nuclear
weapons exist across the
world. Even before the war in
Ukraine, efforts at disarmament had been stalling.

Kentucky floods: Death toll rises
to 37, hundreds still missing
Agencies
At least 37 people have now
died in flash floods in eastern
Kentucky, as the region braces
for more rainfall.
At least six children - including four siblings, aged one
to eight, who were reportedly
swept from their parents’ grip
- are among the dead.
Kentucky Governor Andy
Beshear said the death toll
would continue to rise as
“hundreds” remained unaccounted for.
More than 12,000 households remained without power, and hundreds of homes and
businesses have been flooded.
The damage to roads,
bridges and other infrastructure will cost millions to repair, the governor said on
Monday.
Beshear, who toured some
of the hardest-hit neighbourhoods over the weekend, said
he had seen “houses swept
away” and “schools ruined”.
This is the worst flash
flooding the region has seen in

A Perry County school bus, along with other debris, sits in a creek
near Jackson, Kentucky, recently. (AFP)
decades.
Beshear called the deluge
“the deadliest and the most
devastating of my lifetime”,
adding: “If things weren’t
hard enough on the people
of this region, they’re getting
rain right now.” Displaced locals have taken refuge in state
parks, churches and mobile
homes brought in by the state.

Around 300 people are in
shelters, officials say.
Many people “only have
the clothes on their backs”,
Beshear said. “Everything is
ruined.” Overnight curfews
have been declared in two devastated counties amid reports
of “excessive looting”.
“I hate to have to impose
a curfew, but looting will ab-

solutely not be tolerated,” an
official for Breathitt County
wrote on Facebook on Sunday
evening.
“Our friends and neighbours have lost so much - we
cannot stand by and allow
them to lose what they have
left.” One of those dead was
Eva Nicole Slone, 50, who had
ventured out in the storm in
Knott County on Thursday to
check on an elderly neighbour.
Slone’s body was recovered
the next day near her home,
her daughter told the Lexington Herald Leader newspaper.
Four children - age two,
four, six and eight - died in
Knott County after their trailer
home was swept away.
“They were holding on to
them,” the children’s aunt told
CNN, describing the moment
they were torn from their parents’ arms.
“The water got so strong it
just washed them away.” President Joe Biden has declared
the floods “a major disaster”
and ordered federal aid to help
local rescuers.
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News
in brief
First Ukrainian grain shipment
expected in Turkey for inspections
Istanbul: The first cargo ship loaded with Ukrainian grain
since Russia’s invasion is expected to arrive at the entrance
of Istanbul’s Bosphorus Strait later on Tuesday, the Turkish
Defence Ministry says.
The Razoni cargo ship, which left the Ukrainian port of
Odessa on Monday, is expected at 9 pm (1800 GMT) at the
Black Sea entrance of the Bosphorus, the ministry said.
The strait connects the Black Sea and the Mediterranean.
A coordination centre in Istanbul is responsible for inspection of grain shipments from three Ukrainian ports to world
markets, part of a recent deal struck between Ukraine and
Russia along with the United Nations and Turkey. The ship is
scheduled to undergo an inspection on Wednesday morning by
a joint control team, the Turkish side added. (dpa)

Russian Supreme Court declares
Ukraine Azov regiment terrorist group
Moscow: Russia’s Supreme Court has declared the Ukrainian
Azov regiment, which defended the port city of Mariupol that
fell to Russian troops in mid-May, a “terrorist organisation.”
The court granted a corresponding request by the prosecutor
general’s office in Moscow on Tuesday.
The classification is important because members of the
Azov regiment are Russian prisoners of war and could thus be
sentenced under Russian law.
But it is also possible that the Azov fighters and other captured Ukrainians will be tried by the self-proclaimed authorities
in the eastern Ukrainian separatist region of Donetsk. Moscowbacked authorities there have reintroduced the death penalty.
One of the reasons Moscow has given for its invasion of
Ukraine is its desire to “liberate” Ukraine from what it calls a
fascist regime. (dpa)

Ukraine accuses EU countries, including
Germany, of blocking funds
Kiev: Ukraine on Tuesday accused Germany and other member
states of the European Union of blocking the release of funds
approved earlier by the bloc as the country faces a financial
crisis caused by its war with Russia.
“We are expecting ?8 billion ($8.2 billion), but unfortunately
certain EU states, including Germany, are blocking verification
of this issue,” Ihor Zhovka, deputy chief of staff in the presidential office, told local media.
President Volodomyr Zelensky was conducting “active talks”
on the matter, Zhovka said.
Kiev had received 1 billion euros of the 9 billion in financial
aid pledged by the EU in May, Zhovka said.
Guarantees from member states may be needed for the
remaining funds, according to the European Commission, as securing them through the EU budget is not possible on account
of a lack of resources. (dpa)

Moldova to cut Russian
gas use in response
to energy crisis
dpa
Moscow

Moldova is to reduce its
reliance on Russian gas in anticipation of cutbacks in supply by Russian energy company Gazprom, Deputy Prime
Minister Andrei Spinu said on
Tuesday, according to reports
by Moldovan media.
The impoverished former
Soviet Republic on Ukraine’s
western border is heavily reliant on Gazprom for its gas
supplies and on Moscow for its
financing.
“We have to learn how to
save. We believe that Moldova
can save 15% of its gas consumption, much like the countries of the European Union,”
Spinu said. He added that the
government in Chisinau was
making preparations for various scenarios, including a complete shutdown in gas supplies.
Moldova has declared itself
neutral in the conflict between
Russia and Ukraine and has
not imposed sanctions on Russia. But political leaders are

seeking closer ties to the European Union, and the country was given candidate status
in June at the same time as
Ukraine.

The impoverished former
Soviet Republic on
Ukraine’s western border
is heavily reliant on
Gazprom for its gas
supplies and on Moscow
for its financing
The government concluded
a five-year gas supply contract
with Gazprom on November
1 last year, with the condition
that the annual quantity to be
supplied should be agreed two
months before the end of the
contractual year, effectively at
the end of August.
Moldova has not as yet
received any response from
Gazprom.
Spinu
insisted
the country would have gas
through the winter, if not from
Gazprom, then from other suppliers.

State of emergency in California Spain imposes limits on heating,
over monkeypox outbreak
cooling & lighting to save energy
dpa
Sacramento, California

Governor Gavin Newsom
on Monday declared a state of
emergency in California due to
the spread of the monkeypox
virus in order to “bolster the
state’s vaccination efforts.”
“California is working urgently across all levels of government to slow the spread
of monkeypox, leveraging our
robust testing, contact tracing
and community partnerships
strengthened during the pandemic to ensure that those most
at risk are our focus for vaccines, treatment and outreach,”

Newsom said in statement.
Nearly 800 cases of monkeypox had been confirmed
in California, according to
the most recent data released
Thursday by the California Department of Public Health.
The state reported that
98.3% of those cases were
confirmed in men, the majority of whom identify as part
of the LGBTQ [Lesbian, gay,
bisexual, transgender, queer]
community. The virus is largely spreading among men who
have sex with men as well as
transgender and nonbinary
people.
The proclamation makes

it easier for the state to coordinate its response to the outbreak and allows EMS workers
to administer vaccines.
Newsom’s office said California has distributed more
than 25,000 doses of the vaccine out of a total of 61,000
doses received to date.
The Jynneos vaccine in
particular remains in short
supply across the nation.
The governor’s office said
more than 30 facilities and
providers across the state are
offering treatment for monkeypox, though access to the
antiviral prescription drug tecovirimat is also limited.

dpa
Madrid

Spain’s minority leftist government has agreed to impose
“urgent measures” to save energy amid Russia’s invasion of
Ukraine and the ensuing energy crisis looming over Europe.
All public sector buildings
and shopping malls, cinemas,
workplaces, hotels, stations
and airports will not be allowed to set thermostats to
lower than 27 degrees Celsius
in summer or higher than 19
degrees in winter.
The measures were decided late Monday in a weekly

Cabinet session in Madrid and were met with immediate
criticism by the conservative
opposition.
Teresa Ribera, minister for
ecological transition, said the
measures outlined in a royal
decree must be imposed by the
end of a one-week transitional
period after they are published
in the official gazette.
They will remain in place
until November 1, 2023.
Ribera said the measures
mark an initial package that
is necessary in a “critical situation.” Europe needs Spain’s
help, she said.
“It is time for solidarity,”

she said.
The decree include rules
for shops and businesses to
keep their doors closed using
an automatic system that must
be installed by September 30.
The aim of this is to avoid hot
or cold air escaping.
Lighting in unused offices,
shop windows and monuments must be switched off after 10 pm and energy efficiency
checks in particular buildings
will be brought forward.
Ribera called on the private sector to increase working
from home. But the conservative opposition is fighting the
measures.
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Doha Bank signs deal with Estithmar
to sponsor Lusail Winter Wonderland
More than 1.5 million people are expected to visit the world-class theme park, which will be managed and operated by IMG
TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

DOHA Bank has signed an
agreement with Estithmar
Holding through its subsidiary, Estithmar Ventures Real
Estate Development, whereby
Doha Bank will be one of the
main sponsors of Lusail Winter
Wonderland.
The sponsorship agreement was signed by Reem Saad
Al Mohannadi, head of real
estate at Doha Bank, and Estithmar Holding Group CEO
Henrik Christiansen in the
presence of Doha Bank Deputy
CEO Sheikh Abdulrahman bin
Fahad bin Faisal Thani and
Estithmar Holding Vice Chairman Ramez Al Khayyat. A
group of executives from the
two companies were also present on the occasion.
With more than 1.5 million
people expected to visit Lusail
Winter Wonderland annually,
the world-class theme park is
one of the region’s most important attractions that will contribute significantly to attracting
regional tourists and improving
the tourism and entertainment
experience in Qatar.
Lusail Winter Wonderland
will be managed and operated by IMG, a global leader in
events and media. IMG is the
producer and operator of London’s famous Hyde Park Winter Wonderland among many
other major global events.

The sponsorship agreement was signed by Reem Saad Al Mohannadi, head of real estate at Doha Bank, and Estithmar Holding Group CEO Henrik Christiansen in the presence of Doha Bank Deputy CEO Sheikh Abdulrahman
bin Fahad bin Faisal Thani and Estithmar Holding Vice Chairman Ramez Al Khayyat. A group of executives from the two companies were also present on the occasion.
Commenting on the sponsorship, Reem Saad Al Mohannadi said, “We are delighted to
be a sponsor of Lusail Winter

Wonderland, a world-class entertainment destination operated by reputable international
companies in support of the

national strategy for tourism
within Qatar Vision 2030 and
we trust that Doha Bank will
have considerable and impact-

ful exposure among tourists
from the region and the world.”
Henrik Christiansen said,
“We are pleased to have Doha

Bank as a sponsor of Lusail
Winter Wonderland. Ultimately, our aim is to contribute to a lasting legacy that

extends beyond the World
Cup, and to support the state
of Qatar in delivering its 2030
National Vision.”

OPEC’s Gulf nations boost oil
output to relieve tight market

QCB issues
Treasury
Bills worth
QR600 mn
for August

AGENCIES

Compared to June 2021, the value of sold properties in Qatar increased
39.6 percent in June this year.

Value of sold
properties in
Qatar rises 110%
in June: PSA
TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

THE total value of sold properties increased by 109.6 percent
in June this year compared to
May 2022, with an average
annual increase of 39.6 percent compared to June 2021,
the Planning and Statistics
Authority (PSA) has said in
its monthly report released on
Tuesday.
According to the “Qatar:
Monthly Statistics” bulletin,
which highlights the most
important statistical changes
that occurred within the country during June 2022, the
most notable change is the
increase in total deposits and
other credit facilities of commercial banks at a monthly
rate of 1.7 percent and 0.7
percent, respectively compared to May 2022, and an

annual increase of 2.4 percent
and 1.4 percent, respectively
compared to June 2021.
As for the banking sector, total Broad Money Supply
(M2) recorded about QR675.1
billion during June 2022, an
annual increase of 9.3 percent
compared to June 2021.
On the other hand, the
report said, cash equivalents
including commercial bank deposits reached QR984 billion
in June 2022. This figure has
recorded an annual increase of
2.4 percent compared to June
2021, when deposits totalled
approximately QR960.6 billion.
Regarding the data of
building permits issued, the
total number of permits has
reached 755 permits during June 2022, recording a
monthly increase of 17.1 percent and an annual increase of
2.9 percent.

CRUDE production by Organization of Petroleum Exporting Countries (OPEC) rose to
a two-year high last month
as Gulf members followed
through on a pledge to relieve
tight global markets.
OPEC added 270,000 barrels a day in July, with group
leader Saudi Arabia accounting for about two-thirds of
the increase, according to a
Bloomberg survey.
OPEC and its partners
have agreed to accelerate the
return of the last of the supplies halted during the COVID-19 pandemic, as peak summer demand and global output
disruptions push fuel prices to
levels that threaten the global
economy. The alliance meets
on Wednesday to consider its
next move.
While US President Joe
Biden said he expected “further steps” from the Saudis
after visiting the kingdom
last month, Riyadh has been
circumspect about its plans.
Several OPEC+ delegates said
the group may keep production steady when it calibrates
September levels this week,
conserving spare capacity in
case it’s needed later.
The survey indicates that
Middle East members have
done what they can to help
so far.
Saudi Arabia bolstered
output by 180,000 barrels day
to 10.78 million barrels a day
in July, the highest since April
2020, and a level rarely seen
in the kingdom’s decades as

QNA
DOHA

OPEC added 270,000 barrels a day in July with Saudi Arabia accounting for about two-thirds of the increase,
an oil exporter.
The United Arab Emirates and Kuwait also added
substantial volumes, the survey showed. Abu Dhabi raised
output to 3.24 million barrels
a day, or 113,000 a day more
than permitted under the
OPEC+ deal. Libya appeared
to be on a tentative path to recovery following an agreement
to reopen its ports.
The extra slug of crude
from the Gulf helped compensate for setbacks elsewhere.
The total 270,000-barrela-day hike represents about
two-thirds of the increase
OPEC should have made, ac-

cording to its deal to fast-track
the restart of offline supplies.
Hobbled by inadequate investment, political instability and
sanctions, most OPEC+ nations are lagging far behind
their targets.
Angola and Nigeria -- two
members suffering the most
acute supply shortfalls -- saw
their output decline again in
July, as did Iran, which remains locked in stalled nuclear talks to ease US sanctions
on its energy trade.
Whether the Persian Gulf
heavyweights are prepared
to do more to compensate for
their struggling counterparts

is unclear.
Delegates remain concerned by the threat to oil
demand from a potential recession in the US, and the
lingering impact of COVID-19
lockdowns in China. Holding
output steady would also avoid
a rupture with Russia, a critical member of the OPEC+ alliance, which faces oil sanctions
over its invasion of Ukraine.
Bloomberg’s survey is
based on ship-tracking data,
information from officials and
estimates from consultants
including Rystad Energy AS,
Kpler and Rapidan Energy
Group.

QATAR Central Bank (QCB)
on Tuesday issued treasury
bills for August, for three, six
and nine months, with a value of QR 600 million.
In a statement on its
website, Qatar Central Bank
said that the treasury bills
were distributed as follows:
QR300 million for three
months at an interest rate of
0.59 percent, QR 200 million
for six months at an interest
rate of 1.97 percent, and QR
100 million for nine months at
an interest rate of 2.24 percent.
This issuance comes within the framework of Qatar
Central Bank’s endeavour to
develop the monetary policy
in the State of Qatar, increase
its effectiveness, contribute
to the strength of the banking
and financial system, activate
the open market tools as one
of the monetary policy tools,
and implement the coordination mechanism between fiscal and monetary policies.
The issuance is also part
of a series of issues executed
by Qatar Central Bank on behalf of the Government of the
State of Qatar, according to
the schedule previously prepared by QCB, and in coordination with the Ministry of
Finance.
Treasury bills are issued
through auction for banks
operating in Qatar.

Economy & Business

US job openings
decline to 10.7
million in June
Agencies
American employers posted
fewer job openings in June as
the economy contends with
raging inflation and rising interest rates.
Job openings fell to a stillhigh 10.7 million in June from
11.3 million in May, the Labor
Department said Tuesday.
Job openings, which never
exceeded 8 million in a month
before last year, had topped
11 million every month from
December through May before
dipping in June.
In its monthly Job Openings and Labor Turnover Survey, the Labor Department
said that the number of Americans quitting their jobs fell
slightly but remained high at
4.2 million in June while layoffs fell to 1.3 million from 1.4
million in May.
The job market has been
resilient so far this year, and
companies have complained
that it is hard to fill open positions: Employers have added
an average of 457,000 a jobs
a month in 2022; and unemployment is near a 50-year
low. That is one reason many
economists believe the economy is not yet in an recession
even though gross domestic

product, the broadest measure of economic output, has
contracted for two quarters in
a row — one rule of thumb for
the onset of a downturn.
“If the economy is rolling
over, the labor market had apparently not gotten the memo
yet as of the end of June,″ said
Stephen Stanley, chief economist at Amherst Pierpont Securities. “A case could be made
for slight moderation from an
egregiously overheated state,
but that is about as far as I
would go in assessing labor
market conditions.″
The Labor Department’s
jobs report for July, out Friday, is expected to show that
employers tacked on another
250,000 jobs last month,
which would be a healthy
number in normal times but
would be the lowest since December 2020, when the global
economy was being ravaged
by the pandemic. Economists
also expect that unemployment stayed at 3.6% for the
fifth straight month, according to a survey by the data
firm FactSet. The economy is
under pressure as the Federal
Reserves raises interest rates
to combat inflation that is running at the fastest pace in four
decades.

A ‘help wanted’ sign is seen at an Allstate insurance office in Elgin, Ill.,
March 19, 2022.
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Apicorp posts net income of
$52 mn for first half of 2022
Tribune News Network
Doha

The Arab Petroleum Investments Corporation (Apicorp),
a multilateral financial institution, has announced its financial results for the first six
months of the year ending on
June 30, 2022.
Apicorp continued its
post-pandemic growth with
major financial and operational achievements against
a backdrop of market volatility and inflation concerns that
have sparked significant rates
hikes and asset pricing fluctuations globally. At the end of
the first half of 2022, Apicorp
recorded a net income of USD
52mn, a 67 percent y-o-y increase. The Corporation’s balance sheet marginally grew by
3 percent y-o-y to USD8.26bn.
Net income from operations
grew significantly to USD 97.9
million in H1 2022 from USD
40.7mn in H1 2021
Apicorp’s Treasury assets
reached USD 2.9bn, representing an increase of USD
712mn or 32 percent y-o-y
rise. This was attributed to
good opportunity available
in money market placements
and lower cost of funding for
short-term borrowings.
Moreover, Treasury income grew by USD 31.6mn
mainly due to restructuring of
Treasury investment book and
higher gross interest earnings
and capital gains from sale of
fixed income securities as average price of LIBOR reached
100 bps compared to 18 bps in
H1 2021.
Dr. Aabed Al-Saadoun,
Chairman of the Apicorp
Board, said: “Apicorp has continued to deliver robust and
consistent results in the first
half of 2022, despite growing
market volatility and infla-

Apicorp CEO Khalid Ali Al-Ruwaigh

Apicorp Chairman Dr Aabed Al Saadoun
tion concerns. Our structural
and strategic resilience has
facilitated exceptional performance in all our business
segments as we continue to
showcase our economic and
community impact and cement our legacy of financing
for impact.”
Khalid Ali Al-Ruwaigh,
Chief Executive Officer of Apicorp, said: “Even as the global
and regional financial markets
are facing economic headwinds, Apicorp recorded an
increase in balance sheet and
income y-o-y during the first
six months of 2022. All business units continued to deliver
growth showcasing alignment
with our growth strategy. The
Treasury business unit in particular showcased growth led
by better money market performance of our investments.
Our goals continue to define
our ongoing operational and
financial performance as we
work towards achieving a balanced energy transition and
providing financial services

Highlights
● Total assets grew by 3% y-o-y during 2022 to reach USD
8.26bn
● Net income from operations grew from USD 40.7mn in H1
2021 to USD 97.9mn in H1 2022
● Treasury assets increased by 32% to reach USD 2.9bn
and solutions for the energy of
tomorrow.”
The treasury and capital markets portfolio had an
exceptional first half due to
lucrative opportunities available in money market placements. The unit was the best
performer increasing in size
in the first six months of 2022
to USD 2.9bn and beating
budgeted returns to record a
gross income of USD 21.9mn.
The net income of the Corporation’s equity investment
portfolio rose by 41 percent
to reach USD 30mn in the
first half of 2022, buoyed by
higher dividend income. In-

vestment assets increased by
USD 25.5mn due to upward
revaluation of certain investments.
Corporate banking unit’s
assets slipped by 10 percent
to USD 4.1 bn due to net repayment including secondary
market sales. While the gross
income rose by 22 percent yo-y reaching USD 74.7mn in
H1 2022.
Earlier this year, Apicorp
successfully launched the first
A/B loans program in the region leveraging its preferred
creditor status to encourage
international debt financing for projects in the region.

The A/B loan facility is a significant addition to Apicorp’s
extensive range of innovative
financial solutions as it continues to support the sustainable development of the region’s energy sector. In April,
Apicorp received ‘A2’ Sustainability rating as it became
the first financial institution
in the region to receive a solicited Sustainability rating
from Moody’s, reflecting the
corporation’s successful integration of ESG factors into its
strategy, operations and risk
management.
Apicorp received ‘AA‘ credit rating with ‘stable’
outlook from S&P Global in
March, reflecting its robust
financial performance and
risk profile. In June, Fitch affirmed Apicorp’s rating at ‘AA’
with outlook revised to ‘positive’ on the back of its steady
improvement in key solvency
and liquidity metrics, making it one of the highest-rated
financial institutions in the
MENA region.

Flagship

Huawei MateBook X Pro: An elegant, high-performance laptop
Tribune News Network
Doha

Flagship laptops are for those
who want a laptop that doesn’t
compromise on anything. What
separates the flagship laptop from
other good laptops is how it balances
performance, efficiency, portability,
and comfort. Its display should be
easy on the eyes, bright, and sharp
enough that you aren’t distracted
by jagged edges and visible pixels. It
should be powerful for the heaviest
tasks from intensive video editing to
advanced gaming. It should be easy
to carry around from place to place,
and it should be able to last all day
without needing to be plugged in.
So if a company its laptop with the
flagship title, it must have the best
of everything be it design, screen
resolution, performance, etc.
As a disruptive force in the
conventional PC industry, Huawei
is dedicated to building premium
and smart flagship laptops, represented by the MateBook X Pro,
for business people who have high
requirements. Here’s why we think
the Huawei MateBook X Pro is the
most elegant high-performance
flagship laptop of 2022.
A screen like no other with a
3.1K Real Color FullView Display
and an ultra-slim magnesium alloy
body
The importance of having a
good screen on a laptop cannot be
overstated. It is the number one
thing to look for in a premium
high-end laptop. But the display on
Huawei MateBook Pro is not just
good; it exceeds expectations. The
14.2-inch OLED Huawei Real Colour FullView Display with 3.1K high
resolution just makes everything
look stunning. It also has a high
refresh rate of 90Hz, making every
interaction feel buttery smooth and
nimble. But that’s not all; the colour
accuracy of ΔE &lt; 1 with support
for both the P3 and sRGB dual colour gamut means that this display
is also suitable for colour-sensitive
tasks like photo and video editing.
Furthermore, the Magnetically-

controlled Nano Optical
AR Layer available on the
Premium Edition effectively reduces reflection
for greater clarity, even in
extremely bright environments. Huawei MateBook
X Pro has received TÜV
Rheinland low blue light
(Hardware Solution)
certification because of
its innovative luminous
material that reduces the
amount of blue light that is
harmful to your eyes
Also, Huawei MateBook X Pro is a beauty
to behold. It sports a
skin-soothing metallic
body, delivering a unique
matte surface and offering
a comfortable grip. The
Premium Edition of the
Huawei MateBook X Pro’s
body is made
of lightweight
and durable
magnesium alloy. It has undergone
a Micro-arc Oxidation Coating
process, which not only increases
the hardness and wear-resistance
of the product body but also makes
it environmentally friendly. The
surface of the cover has a unique
matte finish that delivers a warm
and comfortable touch. The laptop weighs just 1.26 kg, making it
highly portable. You can choose
from the two brand-new colours of
the Premium Edition, Ink Blue and
White, as well as the Space Grey of
the other edition.
Performance is front and
centre
Huawei MateBook X Pro is
designed to give you the best
and most ultimate performance
to help you breeze through your
workload. It has the powerful 12th
Gen Intel® Core™ processor in
its lightweight and stylish chassis
and is powered by the advanced
Intel Core™ i7-1260P. The latest
generation processor uses a hybrid
architecture that efficiently handles complex tasks. Moreover, the

laptop allows you to switch to the
30W Performance Mode when you
need the extra boost by pressing the
Fn + P key. This mode allows you
to smoothly run multiple complex
tasks at the same time. The Intel®
Iris® Xe graphics card provides
outstanding graphics processing
performance, making complex
graphics processing effortless and
smooth. The laptop comes with 16
GB LPDDR5 5200 MHz dual-channel high-speed memory and supports up to 1 TB NVMe PCIe SSD.
In addition, the upgraded Super
Turbo technology facilitates indepth optimisation at the system
level for a quicker and smoother
response. This contributes to a
better experience, especially in
video conferencing and heavy office
scenarios
Take it to the next level with
Super Device features
The Huawei MateBook X Pro
take multi-device collaboration to
a whole new level, thanks to the
Super Device extraordinary features. It lets you effortlessly connect

to other Huawei devices nearby and
collaborate between them all. Simply place your Huawei FreeBuds
Pro 2, mouse, keyboard, speakers
and printers close to the Huawei
MateBook X Pro, and the laptop
will automatically discover them
and provide a prompt for quick and
easy pairing .
In addition, with smartphones
like the newly launched Huawei
Mate Xs 2 and tablets like the new
Huawei MatePad Pro, it is even
more useful. Once you have wirelessly connected your phone, you
will see its UI (User Interface) appear on your laptop screen, so you
can operate it as if your smartphone
and laptop are one device. You can
access and edit your files, use and
manage up to three phone app
windows simultaneously, take video
or audio calls from your phone
through the Huawei MateBook X
Pro, and even use your mouse and
keyboard to control your smartphone.
In Mirror Mode, the laptop
screen is projected onto the tablet,
with both devices showing the same

content: the tablet can
benefit from the laptop’s
incredible performance;
while the laptop can access
the tablet’s stylus, making drawing even easier.
With Extend Mode, the
laptop display is extended
to the tablet, allowing the
tablet to serve as an external monitor so you can
scroll and browse easily
between the two – perfect
for making notes during a
class or meeting. Finally,
Collaborate Mode lets you
share content between the
devices via a simple drag
and drop, so anything left
on one can easily be transferred to the other.
The Huawei MateBook
X Pro can also connect to a
Huawei MateView monitor,
so you can see
your work on
an even larger
screen. The laptop also supports
multi-device file management
and AI search; the former enables
users to easily search across their
connected devices, while the latter
supports quick search of files and
images on the PC, the Internet, and
other interconnected devices for
greater flexibility.
A touchpad of perfection
With Huawei MateBook X Pro,
Huawei has ensured a premium
experience in every aspect of the
laptop, including the touchpad as
it responds to your taps instantly.
This laptop also enlarges the multigesture touchpad’s control area
improving accuracy, avoiding accidental touch, and giving you more
freedom. You don’t need another
mouse with this to unleash your
creativity.
Smart video conferencing
with AI Camera
The Huawei MateBook X Pro
comes with an HD camera on the
top narrow bezel, which integrates
the AI Camera features to support

the video effects of Beauty, Virtual
Background, FollowCam, and Eye
Contact. It supports any video
software.
Huawei SuperCharge makes
it a powerhouse
Huawei MateBook X Pro
features a 60Wh (rated capacity)
super large battery and a compact
90W charger supporting Huawei
SuperCharge. There is plenty of
ports, too. The laptop has a 3.5
mm earphone jack and two Thunderbolt™ 4 ports on the left. On
the right side, it is equipped with 2
full-function USB-C ports.
What you say matters
To pick up your voice the
best way possible, Huawei MateBook X Pro features a quad-mic
setup placed along the laptop’s
edges. Combined with the Huaweideveloped algorithms to provide
outstanding sound pick-up and
playback effects, it provides a
Pro-level conference equipment
experience.
Uncompromising sound quality with Huawei Sound
The Huawei MateBook X Pro
is equipped with six speakers. The
four woofers feature a back-to-back
design to create stunning bass
and clear trebles without increasing thickness. The sound system,
in combination with Huawei’s
Targeted Sound Field technology,
brings impressive stereo sound
with clear sound layers and a sense
of direction.
Coolest laptop
The new Huawei MateBook
X Pro can top out at up to 30W
(Thermal Design Power, TDP) output under Performance Mode, running stably for a long time, achieving the perfect balance between the
lightweight, thin body and powerful performance. This is made possible by the advanced Shark Fin fan
cooling system, which keeps the
surface temperature of the laptop
surprisingly low.
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BP boosts dividend after second Japan giant to replace HQ with timber high-rise
quarter profit touches 14-year high
AGENCIES

AGENCIES
BP’S second quarter profit
soared to $8.45 billion, its
highest in 14 years, as strong
refining margins and trading
prompted it to boost its dividend and spending on new oil
and gas production.
The strong performance
caps a blowout quarter for the
top Western oil and gas companies on the back of soaring
energy prices that have increased pressure on governments to impose new taxes on
the sector to help consumers.
“The company is running well and it continues to
strengthen. We have real strategic momentum,” Chief Executive Officer Bernard Looney
told Reuters.
BP shares were up 4.3%
by 1315 GMT, hitting their
highest levels since June and
strongly outperforming the
European energy index which

was up 0.7%. BP shares have
gained 23% this year but are
still some 10% below pre-pandemic levels.
Looney, who took office
in 2020 with a vow to rapidly
shift BP away from fossil fuels to renewables, said that
the company will increase its
spending on new oil and gas
by $500 million in response to
the global supply crunch.
“We will direct more investment towards hydrocarbons to help with energy security in the near term,” Looney
said. “We’ll probably direct
about a half a billion dollars
for hydrocarbons.”
BP plans to maintain its
overall capital expenditure
this year in a range of $14 billion to $15 billion.
BP increased its dividend
by 10% to 6.006 cents per
share, more than its previous
guidance of a 4% annual increase. It halved its dividend

QIB requests
S&P to withdraw
‘A-/A-2’ ratings
QNA
DOHA

QATAR Islamic Bank (QIB)
requested S&P Global
Ratings to withdraw its
‘A-/A-2’ long and shortterm credit ratings on
QIB.
In a statement released
Tuesday on Qatar Stock
Exchange website, QIB announced the continuation
of approaches to get ratings

from Moody’s Investor Services, Fitch Ratings Inc. and
Capital Intelligence Ratings
Ltd.
Moody’s Investor Services affirmed in May QIB’s
long term deposits ratings
at ‘A1’, and Fitch Ratings
Inc affirmed in April 2022
the bank’s ratings at ‘A-’,
while Capital Intelligence
Ratings Ltd affirmed the
bank’s long term foreign
currency ratings at ‘A+’.

Britain establishes
ownership register
for property held by
foreign companies
AGENCIES
BRITAIN will now require foreign companies holding UK
property to identify their true
owners in an official register,
the government said on Monday, as part of a crackdown on
Russian oligarchs and corrupt
elites laundering illicit wealth.
The “Register of Overseas
Entities”, which became active from Monday, is part of a
wider economic crime law enacted this year in an effort to
stop the flow of illicit Russian
cash into London following
Moscow’s invasion of Ukraine.
It will seek to ensure
criminals cannot hide behind
secretive chains of shell companies, and support government efforts to root out Russian oligarchs using property
in Britain to hide dirty money,
the business ministry said in a
statement.
“To ensure we are free of
corrupt elites with suspicious
wealth, we need to know who
owns what,” junior business

minister Martin Callanan said.
“We are lifting the curtain and cracking down on
those criminals attempting
to hide their illicitly obtained
wealth.” Foreign entities that
already own land in the UK
that is within the scope of the
register will have six months
to comply by identifying their
beneficial owner to Companies House.
The register will apply to
property bought since January 1999 in England and
Wales, and since December
2014 in Scotland.
Those not complying with
the new rules could face sanctions including fines of up to
2,500 pounds ($3,043) per
day or five years in prison.
The register has been described as a significant provision of the economic crime
law, with a Transparency International official in March
calling the step a “seismic
change” that will force foreign
property ownership into the
open.

to 5.25 cents in July 2020 for
the first time in a decade in the
wake of the pandemic.
The company also increased its share repurchases
plan for the current quarter
to $3.5 billion after it bought
$4.1 billion in the first half of
the year.
“The fact it produced its
highest quarterly profit in 14
years, even though oil prices
were higher during that period
than they are now, suggests
BP is a more efficient machine
than it was previously,” AJ
Bell investment director Russ
Mould said. The company
said it expected crude oil and
gas prices as well as refining
margins to remain “elevated”
in the third quarter and said it
would stick to its target of using 60% of its surplus cash on
share buybacks.
The surge in revenue also
allowed BP to sharply reduce
its debt to $22.8 billion.

JAPANESE insurance giant Tokio Marine Holdings
Inc. said Monday it will begin preparations this year to
replace its current head office with a high-rise building
largely made of timber.
The new building, which
will be in central Tokyo and
also house the new headquarters of its subsidiary Tokio Marine & Nichido Fire Insurance
Co., will be one of the world’s
largest using timber and will
be completed in fiscal 2028,
the firm and its subsidiary said
in a press release.
The building will be 100
meters tall and incorporate
domestically sourced timber
into its pillars, flooring and
other areas such as a rooftop
garden, they said.
Recent technological advances have made it possible
to construct timber high-rise
buildings, such as the one envisioned for Tokio Marine and
its unit that will be sufficiently

Tokio Marine Holdings current company headquarters in Tokyo.
sturdy and fire resistant.
The firms said they also
hope to support the local timber industry, given that a large
portion of the materials for
construction will be homegrown timber.
Tokio Marine and its subsidiary have temporarily relocated their head offices as

demolition of the current site
is set to start in October, with
construction of the new building to begin in December 2024
and completion scheduled for
fiscal 2028.
The building meant to resemble a large tree has been
designed by architecture firm
Renzo Piano Building Work-

shop, headed by Italian architect Renzo Piano.
His firm is also behind international projects such as
The Shard skyscraper in London, Britain, as well as Kansai
International Airport Terminal in the western Japan city
of Osaka.
The envisaged high-rise
building will have 20 floors
as well as three underground
floors, and will replace the
current Tokio Marine offices
that sit on an avenue leading
from Tokyo Station, a major
transport hub, to the Imperial
Palace.
According to the Ministry
of Agriculture, Forestry and
Fisheries, as of April there
are 29 planned or already
constructed timber buildings
over six stories tall in Japan,
including the Tokio Marine
tower. Also among them is a
17-floor building being constructed by Mitsui Fudosan
Co. in Tokyo’s Nihombashi
district and set to be completed in 2025.

Uber’s stock surges on positive
trends despite searing Q2 loss
AGENCIES
UBER’S effort to meld its pioneering ride-hailing service
with food and freight delivery
showed progress during the
past quarter even though the
company sustained a huge
loss stemming from a sharp
decline in its outside investments.
Looking past Uber’s second-quarter loss of $2.6 billion announced Tuesday, Wall
Street celebrated a significant
milestone that raised hopes
that Uber is on the verge of becoming a self-sustaining business.
The good news arrived
Tuesday in the form of a key
metric known as free cash flow.
Uber generated $382 million
in cash during the April-June
period, the first quarter in the
company’s 13-year history that
it did not haemorrhage money.
Uber has now been profitable for four consecutive quarters under a financial yardstick
called EBIDA, or “adjusted
earnings before interest, taxes,
depreciation and amortization.”
By that measure, Uber
earned $364 million during
the second quarter, breezing
past industry analyst projections of $277 million, according to FactSet Research.
Uber still sustained a massive loss that translated into
$1.33 per share primarily
caused by declines in Uber’s
stake in Aurora, a self-driving
car company, and a Singapore
transportation service called
Grab.
CEO Dara Khosrowshahi
said Tuesday that he is confident the company will build
upon its momentum and possibly surpass a previously set
goal of generating $1 billion in
free cash flow annually.
Khosrowshahi said he now
believes Uber is in its strongest
position since he was hired as
the company’s top executive
nearly five years ago. Khosrowshahi took over after cofounder Travis Kalanick was

Uber generated $382 million in cash during the April-June period, the first quarter in the company’s 13-year history that it did not haemorrhage
money.
pushed out amid a series of
scandals, from sexual harassment claims and cover-ups,
to allegations of stealing selfdriving car technology.
Shares of Uber Technologies Inc., based in San Francisco, jumped nearly 17% to
around $28.70 Tuesday. The
stock is still down by more
than 30% this year, and far
below its peak of about $64
reached early last year.
The downturn largely reflects ongoing skepticism
about whether Uber will be
able to keep charging high
enough prices for rides and
food delivery to consistently
make money over the long
term. Through most of its his-

tory, Uber had been able to
lure customers to its services
with low prices that were subsidized by the billions of dollars that it raised from venture
capitalists and other investors
before becoming a publicly
traded company in 2019.
Less than a year later, the
pandemic hit and demand
evaporated as government
lockdowns corralled millions
at home and people stopped
driving.
Uber’s ride-hailing service
has now surpassed its prepandemic levels, even though
Khosrowshahi told analysts
Tuesday that demand remains
suppressed in several major
U.S. cities such as San Fran-

cisco, Los Angeles and Seattle
where large numbers of people
continue to work remotely.
Elsewhere, passengers are
returning to Uber in droves
and appear willing to pay for
the higher fares that the service is charging even in the face
of soaring inflation.
Passengers took a total of
1.87 billion trips on Uber during the spring and early summer, a 24% increase compared
with the same time last year.
That’s about 21 million trips
per day, on average. The volume also surpassed the 1.68
billion passenger trips that
Uber provided during the second quarter of 2019 before the
pandemic upended everything.

Wedbush Securities analyst Daniel Ives said the second quarter suggests Uber can
“produce profits while navigating inflationary pressures and
pockets of driver shortages
that still linger in some cities.”
The surge in ridership
helped Uber more than double
its revenue from the same time
last year to nearly $8.1 billion.
Uber’s higher fares and
other incentives are making
driving for the service a more
attractive option, too. Drivers
who work exclusively for the
ride-hailing service are now
making about $37 per hour
while those that also spend
some of the time on the food
delivery side.

British Airways pauses short-haul flight sales from Heathrow
AGENCIES
BRITISH Airways said Tuesday that it’s suspending sales
of short-haul flights from
London’s Heathrow Airport,
a response to the airport’s
request to limit bookings to
help ease travel disruptions
caused by booming demand
and staff shortages.
The suspension applies to
new bookings for domestic
U.K. and European destinations departing from Heathrow, Britain’s busiest airport.
British Airways said the move
applies to short-haul flights
only, generally defined as up

to three hours, which would
rule out cities such as Manchester, Paris, Berlin, Madrid
and Zurich.
The airline initially said
the freeze would cover flights
until Monday but later extended it for a week. Flights
from Heathrow to U.K. and
European cities were only
available starting on Aug. 16,
according to searches on the
British Airways website. Passengers, however, can still
book short-haul flights to the
airport.
The airline said it was
taking action after Heathrow
capped daily departing pas-

senger numbers at 100,000
until Sept. 11. The airport
asked airlines to stop selling
tickets and cut flights, stirring criticism.
Amsterdam’s
Schiphol
airport, meanwhile, said it’s
extending its daily passenger
cap into October.
Passenger traffic at European airports has boomed
after two years of pandemic
travel restrictions, but airports and airlines haven’t
been able to keep up because
they laid off many thousands
of staff amid the depths of
COVID-19. Heathrow and
Schiphol have been among

the hardest hit.
“As a result of Heathrow’s
request to limit new bookings, we’ve decided to take
responsible action and limit
the available fares on some
Heathrow services to help
maximize rebooking options
for existing customers, given
the restrictions imposed on
us and the ongoing challenges facing the entire aviation
industry,” British Airways
said in a press statement.
The airline said it was
“dynamically managing the
situation,” including halting sales on some dates so it
didn’t exceed the cap.

Heathrow has been the
frequent scene of travel mayhem this summer, with long
lines for security and technical glitches with the baggage
system that resulted in huge
piles of lost and unclaimed
luggage.
The airport apologized
last month to passengers
whose travels were disrupted
and said service levels had
been unacceptable.
British Airways had initially responded to Heathrow’s passenger cap by
canceling 10,300 flights until
October. The airline’s owner,
International Consolidated

Airlines Group, last week reported quarterly profit of 293
million euros (245 million
pounds), its first profit since
the pandemic began, citing a
strong recovery in demand.
In Amsterdam, Schiphol
said that after consulting
with airlines, daily departing passengers will be capped
at 67,500 in September and
69,500 in October. The caps
would help the airport cope
with “operational changes,”
such as delayed arriving or
departing flights.
The number is lower than
August’s 73,000 daily cap because of the “seasonal effect”

in the fall.
“Travelers use more bins
at security control after the
summer because they wear
more clothes, such as coats,
hiking boots and vests,” the
airport said on its website.
“As a result, it takes a little
longer to check all the hand
baggage and the passengers.” Schiphol also plans to
hire 280 more security staff
by October, saying “virtually
all parties at the airport are
understaffed,” which means
any unexpected changes
could result in a cascade of
delays to the “entire airport
process.”
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OPEC+ walks ‘fine line’
between US and Russia
AGENCIES

The value of highly volatile crypto currencies plummeted -- bitcoin alone has shed over 60 percent since November -- and the firm faced mounting troubles until it froze withdrawals
in mid-June.

THE OPEC+ group of oil exporters are set to hammer out
a new strategy at their meeting
Wednesday, with all eyes on
how they will react to soaring
crude prices.
The 13 core members of
OPEC, led by Saudi Arabia, and
the 10 further states in OPEC+
-- chief among them Russia
-- find themselves at a crossroads.
After the drastic output
cuts they agreed to in spring
2020 in reaction to the plunge
in demand caused by the coronavirus pandemic, the member
states of the alliance are once
again producing at pre-virus
levels -- at least on paper.
In normal times they would
perhaps have stopped at that
but faced with runaway prices
and pressure from Washington, this scenario is viewed as
unlikely.
U.S. President Joe Biden
travelled to Saudi Arabia in
mid-July despite his promise
to make the country a “pariah”
in the wake of the 2018 killing
of journalist Jamal Khashoggi.
Part of the reason for the
controversial trip was to convince Riyadh to continue loosening the production taps to
stabilize the market and curb

rampant inflation.
Wednesday’s meeting will
reveal whether his efforts were
successful.
“The U.S. administration
appears to be anticipating
some good news but it’s hard to
know whether that’s based on
assurances during Biden’s trip
or not,” Craig Erlam, analyst at
Oanda, told AFP.
“It wouldn’t be a surprise to
see the Saudis announce something that Biden could tout as a
win to voters at home,” according to Stephen Innes of SPI Asset Management.
According to the Londonbased research institute Energy Aspects, OPEC+ could
adjust its current agreement
in order to keep raising crude
production volumes.
However, analysts warn
against expecting any drastic
increases.
OPEC+ has to take into account the fact that the interests
of Russia -- a key player in the
alliance -- are diametrically opposed to those of Washington.

Crypto clients beg for cash
economy
back after lender’s crash ‘Indian
better than others’

Hundreds of letters pour in to judge overseeing
Celsius’ multi-billion-dollar bankruptcy
AGENCIES
AN Irishman at risk of losing his farm. An American
having suicidal thoughts. An
84-year-old widow’s lost life
savings: People caught in the
meltdown of crypto lender
Celsius are pleading for their
money back.
Hundreds of letters have
poured in to the judge overseeing the firm’s multi-billion-dollar bankruptcy and
they are heavy with anger,
shame, desperation and, frequently, regret.
“I knew there were risks,”
said a client whose letter
was unsigned. “It seemed a
worthwhile risk.” Celsius and
its CEO Alex Mashinsky had
billed the platform as a safe
place for people to deposit
their crypto currencies in
exchange for high interest,
while the firm lent out and invested those deposits.

But as the value of highly
volatile crypto currencies
plummeted -- bitcoin alone
has shed over 60 percent
since November -- the firm
faced mounting troubles until
it froze withdrawals in midJune.
The company owed $4.7
billion to its users, according
to a court filing earlier this
month, and the endgame is
unclear.
The letters -- posted to a
public online court docket -come from around the world
and recount tragic results of
users’ money being frozen.
“From that hard-working
single mom in Texas struggling with past-due bills, to
the teacher in India with all
his hard-earned money deposited in Celsius -- I believe
I can speak for most of us
when I say I feel betrayed,
ashamed, depressed, angry,”
wrote one client who signed

their letter E.L.
While the letters vary in
their level of sophistication
about the crypto world -from self-confessed novices
to all-in evangelists -- and
the monetary impacts range
from a few hundred dollars to
seven-figure sums, nearly all
agree on one thing.
“I have been a loyal Celsius customer since 2019 and
feel completely lied to by Alex
Mashinsky,” wrote a client
who AFP is not identifying
to protect his privacy. “Alex
would talk about how Celsius
is safer than banks.” Many of
the letters point to the CEO’s
AMA (Ask Mashinsky Anything) online chats as key to
their confidence in him and
the platform, which presented itself as stable until days
before it froze users’ funds.
“Celsius has one of the
best risk management teams
in the world. Our security
team and infrastructure is
second to none,” the firm
wrote on June 7.
“We have made it through
crypto downturns before

(this is our fourth). Celsius is
prepared,” the firm wrote.
The message also said the
company had the reserves to
pay its obligations, and withdrawals were being processed
as normal.
One client, who reported
having $32,000 in crypto
locked up at Celsius, noted
the impact.
“Right up until the end,
the retail investor received
assurance,” the client wrote
to the judge.
But that changed quickly,
and on June 12 Celsius announced the freeze: “We are
taking this action today to put
Celsius in a better position to
honor, over time, its withdrawal obligations.” Some
clients got the news in a message from the company.
“By the time I finished the
email, I had collapsed onto
the floor with my head in
my hands and I fought back
tears,” wrote one man who
had about $50,000 in assets
with Celsius.
The clients who said they
were hardest hit, including

a man who said he placed
$525,000 he got from a government loan on Celsius, disclosed they had considered
killing themselves.
Others reported heavy
stress, lack of sleep and feelings of deep shame for putting their retirement savings
or their children’s college
money into a platform that
was far riskier than they
knew.
“As a private unregulated
company, Celsius does not
come under any requirement
for disclosure,” is how the
Washington Post summarized the situation.
Celsius did not reply to a
request for comment on the
clients’ letters.
For people like one
84-year-old woman, who only
had her roughly $30,000 in
crypto savings on Celsius for
a month, their hope lies in the
bankruptcy proceedings.
“It’s just not unusual for
people to come out of something like this with zero,” said
Don Coker, an expert witness
on banking and finance.

AGENCIES
FINANCE Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman said on Tuesday
that India’s economy was doing much better than that of
many of the neighbouring
and developed countries. “The
government has adopted a
targeted approach, based on
ground-level inputs to tackle
retail inflation which is ruling
at around 7 per cent,” she told
Rajya Sabha.
Sitharaman was replying to
the discussion on price rise in
the upper house. “Our macro
economic fundamentals are
strong,” she said, adding that
countries like Bangladesh, Pakistan and Srilanka had asked
for loans to tide over the economic crisis, while India was
going strong.
The opposition members
had attacked the government
on slowing economy and high
inflation which was hurting
the poor and the middle class.
Many members rued that the
government has brought pack-

aged food items under the
GST.
Responding to their concerns, the minister said that
GST council has members
from all states. As regards to
the 47th meeting of the GST
where tax was recommended
on packaged essential items, it
was a matter of record that all
states agreed to the proposal,
she said. If there are private
conversations with the ministers then it is private, but the
records stand testimony that
no one was opposed it. No one
spoke against it,” the finance
minister said emphatically.
“The concession for the
poor continues as there is no
GST on sale of loose items,”
she said. On the issue of GST
on cheque books, she said it
is applicable only when banks
buy them or get them printed
from outside. The minister
said that there was no GST on
crematoriums or mortuaries.
However, if someone wants to
open a new crematorium, GST
will be imposed.

Stephen King testifies for government in books merger trial
AGENCIES
BESTSELLING author Stephen King gingerly stepped
up to the witness stand Tuesday in a federal antitrust trial.
Tracing his own history, he
laid out a portrait of a publishing industry that has become
increasingly concentrated over
the years while richly rewarding his creative endeavors.
“My name is Stephen King.
I’m a freelance writer,” King
said as he began his testimony
as a witness for the U.S. Justice Department. The government is bidding to convince
a federal judge that the proposed merger of Penguin Random House and rival Simon
& Schuster, two of the world’s
biggest publishers, would
thwart competition and damage the careers of some of the
most popular authors.
King has been published
for years by Simon & Schuster.
Some of his former publishers were acquired by larger
ones. The $2.2 billion merger
of Penguin Random House,
the biggest U.S. publisher, and
fourth-largest Simon & Schuster would reduce the “Big Five”
U.S. publishers to four.
King’s appearance in U.S.
District Court in Washington
— highly unusual for an antitrust trial — brought a narrative of the evolution of book
publishing toward the domi-

nance of the Big Five companies. As government attorney
Mel Schwarz walked King
through his history starting as
a new, unknown author in the
1970s and his relationships
with agents and publishers,
King homed in on a critique of
the industry as it is now.
Wearing all gray — suit,
shoes and tie — King crisply
answered Schwarz’s questions, with some moments
of humor and brief flashes of
gentle outrage, as he testified
during the second day of the
trial expected to last two to
three weeks.
King’s displeasure about
the proposed merger led him
to voluntarily testify for the
government.
“I came because I think
that consolidation is bad for
competition,” King said. The
way the industry has evolved,
he said, “It becomes tougher
and tougher for writers to find
money to live on.” “The Big
Five are pretty entrenched,”
he said.
King expressed skepticism
toward the two publishers’
commitment to continue to
bid for books separately and
competitively after a merger.
“You might as well say
you’re going to have a husband
and wife bidding against each
other for the same house,” he
quipped. “It would be sort of
very gentlemanly and sort of

after you, and after you,” he
said, gesturing with a polite
sweep of the arm.
In another surprising
move, attorney Daniel Petrocelli representing the companies told King he had no questions for him and demurred on
a cross-examination.
Turning out around 60
bestsellers starting from his
first book in 1974, King has
thrived like few other writers.
The author of “Carrie,”
“The Shining” and many other
favorites, King has willingly
— even eagerly — placed himself in opposition to Simon &
Schuster, his longtime publisher. He was not chosen by
the government just for his
fame, but for his public criticism of the $2.2 billion deal
announced in late 2021, joining two of the world’s biggest
publishers into what rival
CEO Michael Pietsch of Hachette Book Group has called
a “gigantically prominent” entity.
“The more the publishers consolidate, the harder it
is for indie publishers to survive,” King tweeted last year.
He may not have the business knowledge of Pietsch,
the Justice Department’s first
witness on Monday, but he
has been a published novelist
for nearly 50 years and knows
well how much the industry
has changed as some former

Author Stephen King arrives at federal court before testifying for the Department of Justice as it bids to
block the proposed merger of two of the world’s biggest publishers, Penguin Random House and Simon &
Schuster, Tuesday, Aug. 2, 2022, in Washington.
publishers were acquired by
larger companies. “Carrie,”
for instance, was published
by Doubleday, which in 2009
merged with Knopf Publishing Group and now is part of
Penguin Random House. Another former King publisher,
Viking Press, was a Penguin
imprint that joined Penguin
Random House when Penguin

and Random House merged
in 2013.
King’s affinity for smaller
publishers is personal. Even
while continuing to publish
with the Simon & Schuster
imprint Scribner, he has written thrillers for the independent Hard Case Crime. Years
ago, the publisher asked him
to contribute a blurb, but

King instead offered to write a
novel for them, “The Colorado
Kid,” released in 2005.
“Inside I was turning cartwheels,” Hard Case co-founder Charles Ardai would remember thinking when King
contacted him.
King himself would likely
benefit from the Penguin Random House-Simon & Schuster

deal, but he has a history of
favoring other priorities beyond his material well-being.
He has long been a critic of tax
cuts for the rich, even as “the
rich” surely includes Stephen
King, and has openly called
for the government to raise
his taxes.
“In America, we should all
have to pay our fair share,” he
wrote for The Daily Beast in
2012.
On Monday, attorneys for
the two sides offered contrasting views of the book industry.
Government attorney John
Read invoked a dangerously
narrow market, ruled tightly
by the Big Five — Penguin
Random House, Simon &
Schuster, HarperCollins Publishing, Macmillan and Hachette — with little chance for
smaller or startup publishers
to break through.
Petrocelli argued for the
defense that the industry was
actually diverse, profitable
and open to newcomers. Publishing means not just the Big
Five, he contended, but also
such medium-size companies
as W.W. Norton & Co. and
Grove Atlantic. He contended
the merger wouldn’t upend
writers’ ambitions for literary
success.
“Every book starts out as
an anticipated bestseller in
the gleam of an author’s or an
editor’s eye,” he said.

Obed McCoy
dedicates
‘Man of the
Match’ award
to his mother
PAGE 14
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Al Arabi prevail over 10-man
Qatar Sports Club 2-0
TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

LAST season’s quarter-finalists Al Arabi made a winning start to their QNB Stars
League 2022-23 season campaign handing 10-man Qatar
Sports Club 2-0 defeat in their
Week 1 clash at the Education
City Stadium on Tuesday.
Qatari Ahmed Fathi (70th
minute) and substitute Ibrahim Nasser Kalla (90th minute) scored the goals for Al
Arabi, fetching them three
valuable points.
Qatar Sports Club suffered a setback when their
captain Sebastian Soria was
shown the red card by referee
Salman Falahi in the 59th
minute of the match. Soria,
while trying to charge with
the ball, had brought down Al
Arabi’s Fatehi who was running alongside.
Soria was earlier cautioned
with a yellow card in the 16th
minute after fouling against rival captain Abdulla Al Marafi.
Al Arabi coach Younes Ali
said his team’s victory of well
deserved. “We played a good
first half and dominated the
game, but we lacked the finishing touch on the goal. In
the second half the situation
improved and the advantage
was with us and opening goal
paved the way for the second.
“The first matches of the
season are always difficult,
and it was important to win.”
After a goalless first half
and Soria’s departure in the
second, Al Arabi who had
failed to make good of a few
chances gained momentum.
Their star winger Youssef
Msakni had a chance to score
in the 67th minute but failed
to get hold of the ball, from
a pass from forward Aaron
Boupendza, when in front of
the goal.
Eventually, Al Arabi scored
the first goal in the 70th minute when Msakni set up a pass
inside the box for Fatehi to
score off a deflection from the
rival goalkeeper Sataa Al Abbasi, who till then had done a
good job under the bar.
An alert Fatehi latched on
to the ball after Aaron’s kick
from the right bounced back
off the goalkeeper’s hands.
The lead for Al Arabi saw
the game slow down somewhat before substitute Kalla
produced a super shot in the
90th minute. It was a thrilling
strike as Kalla running in from

Gharafa celebrate one of their two goals against Al Sailiya in their
opening QNB Stars League match at the Khalifa International Stadium on Tuesday.

Al Gharafa edge
Al Sailiya 2-1 in
exciting contest

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

Al Arabi’s Qatari player Ahmded Fathi celebrates scoring the opening goal against Qatar Sports Club in the Week 1 match of the QNB Stars
League played at the Education City Stadium on Tuesday.

Action from the Al Arabi vs Qatar Sports Club match of the QNB Stars League played at the Education City Stadium on Tuesday.
the right swung into action
straightaway and when inside
the penalty area was given a
superb back heel pass by Al
Marafi. Kalla shot it perfectly
and into the goal.
Earlier in the 24th minute,
Msakni and Qatar SC’s Khaled

Quick read
Rybakina loses first match since
Wimbledon glory; Venus out in return
Elena Rybakina has been bundled out of the first round of the
Silicon Valley Classic by Daria Kasatkina in her first game since her
Wimbledon triumph last month. Rybakina won the first set comfortably before the Russian hit back for a remarkable turnaround win,
1-6, 6-2, 6-0 in one hour and 40 minutes oln Monday.
Seventh seed Kasatkina was the runner-up at last year’s edition of
the San Jose event and found her groove to break her Rybakina six
times in the second and third sets.
Rybakina sent down three of her four aces for the match in the first
set, but Kasatkina adjusted to her serve and won 52.1 per cent
return points for the match.
Eighth seed Karolina Pliskova fought back from a slow start to get
past Katie Boulter 1-6, 7-6 (7-5), 6-3, despite 16 double faults.
American Amanda Anisimova overcame compatriot Ashlyn Krueger
6-2, 7-6 (7-5). US pair Madison Keys and Taylor Townsend were
also winners, while world number 33 Alison Riske was knocked out
by Elizabeth Mandlik 6-3, 6-3. Two-time major winner Halep cruised
past Spanish qualifier Cristina Bucsa 6-3, 7-5 in one hour and 20
minutes. Six-time major champion Venus Williams played her first
singles match in nearly a year but bowed out 4-6, 6-1, 6-4 to Rebecca Marino. (STATS Perform/DPA)

Mahmoudi were involved in
an unfortunate head collision
while going for the ball.
The two players were immediately attended to by the
medical teams for six minutes.
Both players were back in
action despite suffering cuts

go their cheeks.
Al Arabi were the more aggressive of the two sides and
had 10 shots on target as compared to Qatar Sports Club’s 3.
And while Qatar Sports Club
received 4 yellow cards, Al
Arabi had 1.

Al Arabi coach praised
the fighting spirit of his
players and their determination to win.
Looking ahead he said,
“We play Al Rayyan in the next
round and we have to prepare
well for it.”

AL Gharafa staved off a challenging Al Sailiya 2-1 for a
hard fought opening win in the
QNB Stars League clash at the
Khalifa International Stadium
on Tuesday.
The Cheetahs led 1-0 at
half time. Muyad Hassan
(31st minute) and Amro Seraj
(47th minute) scored for the
winners while Mohanad Ali
(Mimi) pulled one back for Al
Sailiya in the 67th minute.
It was a fast-paced contest between the two teams,
played frantically towards the
end. While Qatari goalkeeper
Qasem Burhan stood out with
his performance for Al Gharafa, Iraqi forward Mohanad Ali
excelled for Al Sailiya.
Substituted in the 61st
minute in place of Saied Eisa,
Mimi was in the thick of the
action for over 35 minutes
of the match. It was his brilliant header off a corner kick
that got Al Sailiya their only
goal of the match but instilled
confidence towards getting an
equalizer. The team tried hard
but was done in by some brilliant goalkeeping by Burhan.
Before Mohanad entered
the field, it was Al Gharafa
dominating mostly. Their
first goal was a superb combination between Amro Seraj,
Andri Syahputra and Muyad
Hassan, who made a clean
left-footed finish into the far
corner of the net.
Early in the second half,
Al Gharafa’s lead was consolidated by Seraj whose left-foot
kick from top of the box was
deflected by Al Sailiya’s Mostafa Mohamed and also beat
goalkeeper Lecoumet Kloud
with the ball going into the
right corner.
The introduction of Mimi
saw Al Sailiya make more

Al Gharafa’s Qatari goalkeeper
Qasem Burhan excelled under
the bar.
attacking moves. Soon after their first goal, Mimi and
Greek winger Giannis Fetfatzidis combined effectively but a
header from Mimi off Giannis’
cross was well held by goalkeeper Burhan.
In the 90th minute, Al
Gharafa survived another
scare when Swede Carlos
Strandberg’s shot was stopped
by Burhan who went down in
the process.
The added time of the
match also saw Mohanad Ali
shouldering a cross into the
goal but the goalkeeper stayed
alert to deny Al Sailiya any
hopes of fetching an equaliser.
Al Sailiya coach Sami Trabelsi rued his team’s missed
chances. “The result does not
reflect the way we played and
our level against Al Gharafa,”
he said after the match.
“We made mistakes that
was the reason for us to be at
the receiving end. We conceded the two goals very easily.
In the second half, we played
much better.
“We will learn from our
mistakes,” he added.
Al Gharafa will play Al
Wakrah in their second
round match while Al Sailiya
meet Al Shamal next week,
both matches on August 10
(Wednesday).

Osaka wants to have fun upon return to tennis in San Jose
STATS PERFORM/DPA
BERLIN

FOUR-TIME major winner
Naomi Osaka wants to simply
get back to having fun upon
her return to tennis at the Silicon Valley Classic in San Jose
this week.
The Japanese 24-year-old
has not played since her firstround loss to Amanda Anisimova at the French Open in
May and sits 41st in the world
rankings. Osaka, who missed
Wimbledon due to a left Achilles issue, parted ways with
coach Wim Fissette last month
after two and a half years.
The injury is one of many
that have plagued Osaka over
the past difficult 15 months,
during which she withdrew
from last year’s French Open
citing “mental health reasons”

after boycotting her mandatory post-match media conferences.
She also announced a hiatus following her third-round
US Open exit last year but appears in a better place now,
with her father, Leonard Francois, stepping in as her coach.
“I just would like to have
fun and I know I say that very
often, basically every tournament for the last year now, but
to genuinely have fun,” Osaka
told reporters.
“I was telling my dad literally this morning when we
were practicing in the rain,
years ago we would have to
fight to practice on public
courts. It was just me and my
sister and my dad alone.
“Now I’ve gotten to the
point where people pay to
watch me play, and for that I

Naomi Osaka of Japan interacts with fans during the Mubadala
Silicon Valley Classic, part of the Hologic WTA Tour, at Spartan Tennis
Complex in San Jose, California, on Monday. (Getty Images/AFP)
am very grateful. I would have
never imagined that as a child.
“Just having fun and being

grateful in the moment and
trying to engage with everyone to the best of my abilities.”

Osaka moved to clarify there
was nothing sinister behind
her split with Fissette, having
won the 2020 US Open and
2021 Australian Open titles
alongside him.
“It was really good times
with Wim and he’s a really
amazing coach,” Osaka said.
“We didn’t part on bad
terms. I just felt I needed different energy, and at the same
time, he’s a very ambitious
guy. I was getting injured and
I’m sure he would have wanted to go to Wimbledon.
“It was two different mindsets, I would say. But he’s a
really cool guy still. So confirming that there were no bad
things happening.”
Osaka is due to face Qinwen Zheng in the first round
at the Silicon Valley Classic
on Tuesday.
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LIV Golf offered Woods up to
$800m, reveals Norman
STATS PERFORM/DPA
BERLIN

Bayern Munich’s Senegalese forward Sadio Mane lifts the trophy after
the German Supercup match between RB Leipzig and FC Bayern
Munich in Leipzig on Sunday. (AFP)

I don’t see myself
as global star at all,
says modest Mane
DPA
MUNICH

New Bayern Munich forward
Sadio Mane does not see himself as a global star despite his
long success run with Liverpool and Africa Cup of Nations
title with Senegal.
Mane told Bayern’s club
magazine in an interview published Tuesday that all that
counts for him is the team
which also shows in Bayern’s
motto Mia san mia (We are
who we are).
“People say that about
me, but I don’t see myself
as a global star at all. I don’t
know where to start with that
phrase,” he said.
“All I care about is being
part of the team. I do everything for that. I want to go to
the limit for my teammates:
score goals, provide assists
and win games. I’m here to
give my absolute best for Bayern Munich.
“Everyone knows Bayern
identity. For me, this ‘Mia
san mia’ means that the team
always comes first. It’s the togetherness that counts, not the

individual. That’s what makes
FC Bayern so special. I can
identify with this philosophy
very easily because I’m firmly
convinced this is the path to
success.”
Mane won every club title
on offer with Liverpool highlighted by the 2019 Champions League and 2020 Premier
League titles. He led Senegal
to the Africa Cup of Nations title this year and was two weeks
ago named African Footballer
of the Year for a second time.
Mane is Bayern’s biggestname summer signing along
with Dutch defender Matthijs
de Ligt, and he scored in Bayern’s 5-3 win over RB Leipzig
in the German Super Cup on
Saturday.
“I want to bring all my experience to the team and help
make it even stronger so that
together we can all achieve our
goals. Nowadays, I’m an experienced player and know how
to deal with this kind of pressure,” he said.
Bayern’s next match is the
Bundesliga opener on Friday
at Europa League winners
Eintracht Frankfurt.

Quick read
Ajax ban signs asking for player shirts in stadium
AMSTERDAM: Dutch champions Ajax Amsterdam have banned fans
from bringing cardboard signs into their stadium asking players for
their shirts after matches. Fan magazine Ajax Life said on Monday
the club told them that a growing number of such signs had appeared
at games at Johan Cruyff Arena, mostly held by children. The report
said there had been too many signs lately, that players who walked by
without handing over a shirt have been criticised as arrogant, and that
Ajax have also deemed the cardboard signs a fire hazard. (DPA)

TIGER Woods was offered a
package worth between $700
million and $800 million to
compete in the LIV Golf Invitational Series, according to
the competition’s chief executive Greg Norman.
Woods, a 15-time major
winner, has been an advocate
for the PGA Tour, which has
been embroiled in a tussle
with the Saudi Arabia-backed
breakaway league.
LIV Golf held its latest
event last weekend in Bedminster, New Jersey, with Henrik
Stenson – who was removed
as Ryder Cup captain after
deciding to join the new tour
– claiming victory in his first
outing.
Norman previously said
that Woods had been offered
a “high nine digits” sum to
join LIV Golf, which has so far
been unable to attract many of
the world’s best, though has
snagged big names such as
Phil Mickelson, Sergio Garcia and Dustin Johnson.
In an interview with Fox
News with Tucker Carlson

that was broadcast on Monday
in the United States, Norman
confirmed that Woods had
been offered in the region of
$700 million to $800 million.
“That number was out
there before I became CEO.
So that number has been out
there, yes,” Norman said.
“And, look, Tiger is a needlemover and of course you have to
look at the best of the best.
“So they had originally
approached Tiger before I became CEO. So, yes, that number was somewhere in that
neighbourhood.”
Two-time major winner
Norman has become a controversial figure within the sport,
and was barred from attending the Celebration of Champions or the Champions’ Dinner prior to The 150th Open
Championship at St Andrews
last month.
Woods failed to make the
cut at that tournament, but
backed the decision to disinvite Norman from the celebrations, saying: “Greg has done
some things that I don’t think
are in the best interest of our
game, and we’re coming back
to probably the most historic

Tiger Woods a 15-time major winner, has been an advocate for the PGA Tour, which has been embroiled in
a tussle with the Saudi Arabia-backed breakaway league.
and traditional place in our
sport. I believe it’s the right
thing.”
Yet the Australian is unperturbed by any possible

damage to his reputation.
“I really don’t care,” said
Norman, who claimed he is
unaware why LIV Golf has
caused such uproar.

Team head Al Madhahka applauds good performance

It’s two-two for Qatar’s team at Chess Olympiad
TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

IT has been mixed fortunes for
Qatar’s chess stars at the 44th
Chess Olympiad in Chennai,
India, thus far.
On Tuesday, Qatar were
upstaged in their battle on the
64 squares board by Finland
in the fourth round. Earlier,
Qatar had defeated Bolivia
ranked No 70 in the world in
the third round of the competition.
Following their loss to the
55th ranked Finnish counterparts, Qatar now have won
two rounds while losing two in
the 185-team event.
Qatar players International Master Husain Aziz, FIDE
master Ghanim Al Sulaiti,
Youssef Mohamed Al Mutawa
and junior player Rayyan Erfan played against Finland’s
Kenanen Toivo, Sibylla Vielka,
Neste Sampsa and Koika Pica.
Qatar’s first win in the
championship was against
Papua New Guinea before they
lost to Denmark in the second
round by 3.5 points to half a
point.
Qatar’s mission to Chennai
is led by head of Qatar Chess
Association Mohammed Al
Madhahka and also includes

A match between Qatar and Finland at the 44th Chess Olympiad being held at Mahabalipuram, near Chennai, India, on Tuesday.
junior player Abdullah Al Hamid and international referee
Youssef Khalil.
Meanwhile, the International Chess Federation
(FIDE) will hold on Sunday
its General Assembly on the
sidelines of the Olympiad. It is
noteworthy that Qatari former
world champion and Grandmaster Zhu Chen has been
serving as the Treasurer of
FIDE after being elected at the
previous General Assembly
which took place in Georgia,

four years ago.
“Qatar is recording good
performances at the Chess
Olympiad. We succeeded in
achieving two victories in a
well-deserved manner over
Papua New Guinea and Bolivia, thanks to our players who
have done really well,” Al Mudahka said.
“International
Master
Hussein Aziz, Ghanem Al Sulaiti, Youssef Mohamed Al
Mutawa and Abdullah Al Hamid are doing well for Qatar.

We also presented a good confrontation against Denmark,
which includes a number of
grandmasters. Denmark are
ranked 27 in the world.
“The Qatari presence in
such a key tournament is very
important for the development of our players.
“The federation is keen
to participate at such events
in order to raise their level of
players and gain experience at
various international events,”
he stressed.

“I just love the game so
much and I want to grow the
game of golf and we at LIV see
that opportunity not just for
the men but for the women.”

Jota proud to sign
new long-term
contract with
Liverpool
LONDON: Liverpool striker Diogo
Jota has signed a new long-term
contract, the Premier League club
said on Tuesday. The 25-year-old,
who joined the Reds in 2020,
has committed his future to the
club until 2027, the PA news
agency understands. Jota has
been a star since arriving from
Wolverhampton Wanderers, scoring 34 goals in 85 appearances,
and was key to last season’s
FA Cup and Carabao Cup double and run to the Champions
League final. He is currently suffering a hamstring injury and will
miss the season-opener against
Fulham on Saturday.
“Really proud, I have to say,”
Jota told Liverpool’s website.
“Since I arrived two years ago I
established myself as an important player in this team - that’s
what I wanted from the beginning. Now, signing a new longterm deal, it’s obviously from the
club’s perspective proof of the
belief in myself as a player. I’ll be
here for a while.” (PA Media/DPA)

Alpine stunned by Alonso’s Aston Martin move, unable to contact him
STATS PERFORM/DPA
BERLIN

ALPINE expected Fernando
Alonso to agree a new contract
with the Formula One team
right up until the moment his
move to Aston Martin was announced, Otmar Szafnauer
has revealed.
And Alpine team principal
Szafnauer’s attempts to subsequently get in touch with Alonso have proved unsuccessful.
Alonso has driven for Alpine since their rebrand ahead
of the 2021 season, returning
to Formula One after two seasons away.
The Spaniard had won
world championships with Renault – the team under their
previous name - back in 2005
and 2006.
Now a midfield runner,
Alonso has secured only a single podium in his second stint
with the French team, but his
switch to Aston Martin on
Monday came as somewhat of
a surprise - not least to Alpine.
Alonso will replace the retiring Sebastian Vettel in 2023,

with his move the first of the
mid-season break after Sunday’s Hungarian Grand Prix.
As of the end of that race,
in which Alonso finished
eighth, Szafnauer thought his
superstar driver was returning
next year.
“[The Aston Martin statement] was the first confirmation I had,” the Alpine chief
told Motorsport.com.
“Obviously, when we’re in
the paddock, there’s all sorts
of rumours, and I had heard
rumours that Aston were interested.
“Once you hear that they’re
interested, there’s probably
discussions that took place,
and there’s some other indications that discussions took
place, like walking out of the
same motorhome at the same
time, all that kind of stuff,
which I saw.
“But I was confident that,
even with the discussions, and
there’s nothing wrong with exploring, we were very close.
“So, yes, the first confirmation I had was the press release. I did ask the question [to

Red Bull and Honda extend F1
assistance aggrement until 2025
Honda will continue their technical assistance for Formula One
top team Red Bull until 2025, Red Bull said on Tuesday.
Honda officially withdrew as engine providers after the 2021
season but agreed to continue assisting Red Bull in an initial
deal two-year until the end of the 2023 season.
The new agreement runs an additional two years until the end of
the current power unit regulations - with new rules to be in place
from 2026 and big speculation that Porsche could then return to
F1 as Red Bull partners.
Red Bull driver Max Verstappen is the world champion and
season leader, and Red Bull are also on course towards their
first constructors’ title since 2013. “Red Bull’s partnership
with Honda has been an incredibly successful one and we are
pleased that this will continue until the end of the current era of
the FIA’s power unit regulations in 2025,” team principal Christian Horner said in a statement. (DPA)

Alpine’s French driver Esteban Ocon (L) and Spanish driver Fernando Alonso during the drivers parade
ahead of the Formula One Hungarian Grand Prix at the Hungaroring in Mogyorod near Budapest, Hungary,
on Sunday. (AFP)
Alonso]. And I was told: ‘No,
no, I haven’t signed anything.’
So, I was a bit surprised.”
Asked if he had since spoken

to Alonso, Szafnauer replied:
“I haven’t talked to him, since
he’s on a boat, I think, in the
Greek Isles somewhere.

“I took this morning to address the staff. And the second
thing I’m doing is talking to
you. And yesterday, I fielded

a bunch of calls from other
potential drivers.” One obvious option is Oscar Piastri, the
Alpine reserve driver who had
appeared set for a year at Williams when Alonso was in line
for a new contract.
However, Szafnauer faces
issues on that front, too, amid
claims Piastri has agreed to
race instead for McLaren -

something Alpine have not
agreed to.
“I’m not privy to whatever pre-arrangements he has
with McLaren, if any at all,”
Szafnauer said, stating Alpine
have “a legal contract” with Piastri for 2023.
He added: “Oscar and his
camp are considering their options, whatever that means.”
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Message, vision, and objectives of Qatar
Collegiate Sports Federation revealed
TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

THE Qatar Collegiate Sports
Federation (QCSF) has announced its message, vision
and objectives and founding
procedures during a press
conference held at the Qatar
Olympic Committee’s headquarters on Tuesday.
The press conference was
attended by the QCSF President Dr. Ibrahim bin Saleh Al
Naimi; QCSF Secretary-General, Rashid Saeed Adiba; QCSF
board members: Dr. Salem Al
Naimi, Asmaa Mohammed Al
Naimi, Hamad Saleh Al Shaibah, Sheikh Khalifa bin Khaled
Al Thani, Safiya Saleh Al
Sheeb, Captain Hassan Muftah
Al Kuwari and Major Rashid
Ali Al Tamimi along with staff
from higher education institutions, sport federations, QOC
family staff and media.
Dr. Al Nuaimi gave the
opening speech at the press
conference with a message of
thanks and gratitude to HH
The Amir Sheikh Tamim bin
Hamad Al Thani for his unlimited support to the country’s
amazing sport movement.
The QCSF President has
also appreciated the constant
effort of HE the Qatar Olympic
Committee (QOC) President
Sheikh Joaan bin Hamad Al
Thani, and QOC Secretary-

Qatar Collegiate Sports Federation (QCSF) President Dr. Ibrahim bin Saleh Al Naimi and QCSF SecretaryGeneral Rashid Saeed Adiba address the media at the Qatar Olympic Committee headquarters on Tuesday.

Qatar Collegiate Sports Federation (QCSF) Board members at the Qatar Olympic Committee headquarters
on Tuesday.

General HE Jassim bin Rashid
Al Buenain to high education
sport activities and their immense help that made the
QCSF’s initiative became true.
Dr. Al Nuaimi said our
message is to build up high
education institutions that will
play a center stage role in the
sports at both regional and
global levels. Our vision is to
build better sport activities for
students of higher education

could significantly strengthen
the sport culture and encourage society individuals and
high education students to
exercise sports day in day out”
said Dr. Al Nuaimi.
“The QCSF is an entity
acts as a complementary level
to the sport activities being
organized at the primary, intermediate and secondary
schools throughout Schools
Olympic Program” added Dr.

“The QCSF is an entity acts as a complementary
level to the sport activities being organized at the
primary, intermediate and secondary schools
throughout Schools Olympic Program”
institutions, namely, Universities, colleges, institutes in
Qatar. We are leaving no stone
unturned to discover the most
talented students and taking
our university sports to a new

level of excellence locally, regionally and internationally.
“Our key objective is to develop the sport and physical
activities at the higher education institutions in a way that

Bowling coach impressed with India
despite loss to WI in second T20I
something happens in future,
we know we have options that
can fill in,” he added.
The five-match T20I series
between West Indies and India is currently level at 1-1.
West Indies made a comeback in the second T20I, dismissing India for just 138.
Hardik Pandya (31), Ravindra Jadeja (27) and Rishabh
Pant (24) played some decent
knocks for India.
Chasing 139, West Indies
were 3/83 in 12.3 overs at one
point but a half-century from
Brandon King (68) and Devon
Thomas (31*) took the hosts to
a series-levelling win.

ANI
BASSETERRE (ST KITTS AND NEVIS)

TEAM India bowling coach
Paras Mhambrey was impressed with the performance
of the bowlers despite the loss
to West Indies in the second
T20I at Saint Kitts and Nevis
on Monday.
A destructive spell from
pacer Obed McCoy (6/17)
and superb half-century from
Brandon King (68) powered
an all-round West Indies to a
five-wicket win over India.
“We did not have many
runs. The idea was to get out
there and pick wickets. Sometimes we give runs and that
is fine. We pretty much came
into the game thanks to our
bowlers, the way we bowled
the spinner Jadeja was good.
Bhuvneshwar Kumar also
bowled well. Everyone did
contribute. Yes, it went down
to the wire. We take a lot of
positives from this game. Especially, the way we have gone
about in the final five overs,”
said Mhambrey at the post
match press conference.

We didn’t apply ourselves:
Skipper Rohit

India bowler Arshdeep Singh celebrates the dismissal of Rovman Powell of West Indies during the second
T20I at Warner Park in Basseterre, Saint Kitts and Nevis, on Monday. (AFP)
The bowling coach was all
praises for the young bowling
attack comprising of the likes
of Avesh Khan and Arshdeep
Singh. “This is a young attack

Obed McCoy of West Indies during the second T20I against India at
Warner Park in Basseterre, Saint Kitts and Nevis, on Monday. (AFP)

McCoy dedicates ‘Man of the
Match’ award to his mother
ANI
BASSETERRE (ST KITTS AND NEVIS)

FOLLOWING his matchwinning spell against India in
the second T20I, West Indies
pacer Obed McCoy dedicated
his Man of the Match award to
his mother.
A destructive spell from
pacer Obed McCoy (6/17)
and superb half-century from
Brandon King (68) powered
an all-round West Indies to a
five-wicket win over India in
the second T20I of five-match
series on Monday.

“This is for my mom. She
is sick and she has motivated
me to be a better player. The
first ball wicket put pressure
on the batsmen. I always look
for wickets in the powerplay.
I went in with a clean mind.
In the previous game I was
overthinking a bit. It gives
me a challenge and I am just
thankful for all the experiences and the challenges,”
said McCoy at the post-match
presentation.
McCoy won the ‘Man of the
Match’ award for his matchwinning spell.

we have right now. I am happy
with the potential they have
shown in the games as of late,
the thought process they have
shown and the ability to bear
pressure as well. We are going to try different things and
players. Bumrah and Shami
are missing out. But I look at
it as an opportunity for others
to prove themselves and give
the captain an option going
ahead,” he said.
Mhambrey said that he
has been following Arshdeep
Singh for a long time since
IPL and was impressed by his
ability to handle pressure and
bowl crucial overs in the powerplay and at death.
“The composure he has

shown is fantastic,” he added.
Mhambrey is happy that
the team has a lot of options in
bowling heading into the T20
World Cup, which will start
in Australia from October onwards.
“The idea is to look at the
different options that we have,
give youngsters an oppurtunity. More options we have going ahead, easier will it be for
us to plan. It is good that we
have a lot of options. We have
seasoned bowlers like Bumrah
and Bhuvneshwar. But we will
have to look for other bowlers,
put them into pressure situations and see how they react.
If we have more options, it
will be better for us. If in case

Indian skipper Rohit Sharma
said that the pitch was playing
nicely but batters did not apply themselves.
“Firstly, there were not
enough runs on the board. We
did not bat well. The pitch was
playing nicely but we did not
apply ourselves. But this can
happen. When you are doing
something as a batting group,
you might not always succeed. But we will learn from
this. It is all about giving opportunities to these guys. [On
the last over] We know what
Bhuvi does for us; he has been
doing it for years. Unless you
give chances to guys like Avesh
and Arshdeep you will never
know,” said the Indian skipper
in a post-match presentation.
“But it is just one game.
They have the skills and the
talent and it is all about backing them. I am really proud of
the bowlers and the team.”

Much-anticipated India-Pak
Asia Cup clash on Aug 28
ANI
NEW DELHI

THE much-anticipated Asia
Cup cricket tournament will
take place from August 27 onwards this year.
The tournament will start
with a match between Sri Lanka and Afghanistan on August
27. The high-octane clash between India and Pakistan will
take place on the following
day. The Super-four phase of
the tournament will start from

September 3.
The final of the event will
take place on September 11
this year.
“The wait is finally over as
the battle for Asian supremacy
commences on 27th August
with the all-important final
on 11th September. The 15th
edition of the Asia Cup will
serve as ideal preparation
ahead of the ICC T20 World
Cup,” tweeted BCCI Secretary
and President of Asian Cricket
Council, Jay Shah.

The Asian Cricket Council
(ACC) announced in late July
that the much-anticipated
Asia Cup 2022 will take place
in UAE instead of Sri Lanka on
account of the prevailing situation in the island nation.
India has not announced its
squad for Asia Cup 2022 yet.
The previous edition of the
tournament was held in 2018
and was won by India, its seventh title. They had defeated
Bangladesh by three wickets
in the final.

Al Nuaimi.
Dr. Al Nuaimi said sport
will continue playing a key
role in Qatar 2030 National
Vision, we aspire to see Qatar
having a leading global sport
status by bringing the world
together throughout sustainable sport development.
“I’m truly proud to see our
beloved country Qatar having
a leading record in hosting the
local, continental, and global

sport events” concluded Dr. Al
Nuaimi.
For his part, the QCSF Secretary-General, Rashid Saed
Mohammed delivered a productive presentation on the
QCSF’s message, vision, objectives. He said that this pioneer
federation will leave spare no
effort to discover the most
talented students who can
support the Qatar’s national
teams and the sport clubs.

Pakistan set to host England
for first time in 17 years
ANI
KARACHI

ENGLAND will play seven T20I
matches against Pakistan at Karachi and Lahore for their first
time in the country in 17 years.
The National Stadium will
host the matches on 20, 22, 23,
and 25 September, before the
action will shift to the cricket
headquarters at the Gaddafi
Stadium where the remaining
three matches will be played
on 28 and 30 September and 2
October. All matches will start at
19:30 PKT.
The seven T20Is will be part
of the first leg of England’s tour
of Pakistan and they will return
after the ICC Men’s T20 World
Cup Australia 2022 for three
Tests in December.
The T20I series against the
second-ranked side will launch
Pakistan’s bumper international
season. Following the September and December matches
against England, Pakistan will
host New Zealand twice - first
for two Tests and three ODIs
in December/January and then
in April for five ODIs and five
T20Is - West Indies for three
T20Is in late January and finally
the 50-over ACC Asia Cup.
Complete schedule of England Test series as well as New
Zealand and the West Indies
series will be announced in due
course.
Apart from five Tests,
eight ODIs and 15 T20Is in the
2022-23 season, Pakistan will
also stage 187 men’s domestic
matches in six senior competitions, 33 HBL Pakistan Super
League 2023 fixtures and 19
Pakistan Junior League 2022
games.
Zakir Khan, PCB Director
International Cricket said in a

statement: “We are absolutely
delighted to confirm hosting
England for seven T20Is in Karachi and Lahore as a curtainraiser to a busy, entertaining
and exciting season of home
internationals. England is one
of the top-ranked T20I teams
and them playing the shortest
format in the lead up to the ICC
Men’s T20 World Cup in Pakistan will not only help the team
management to finalise their
preparations, but will also set
the tone for December’s threeTest series.”
“We demonstrated our
event planning and operational
skills in the highly-successful series against Australia in March/
April and I am confident we will
be able to replicate these when
England visit us for the first time
since 2005. We have been able
to confirm schedule of the T20Is
following a successful tour by
the England and Wales Cricket
Board recce team, which was
pleased and satisfied with all our
arrangements.” “I am confident
that the cricket fans, like they
did in the series against Australia, will turn up in big numbers to
support both the sides and also
make our Diamond Jubilee celebration year an unforgettable
one.”
Rob Key, ECB Managing
Director England Men’s Cricket,
said: “We are looking forward to
returning to Pakistan and playing these seven T20Is as the
team builds up to the ICC Men’s
T20 World Cup. “We have been
liaising closely with the PCB
over arrangements for this visit
and the Tests later in the year,
and will continue to work closely with the PCB, British High
Commission and other relevant
authorities as we continue to
prepare for these tours.”

Wednesday, August 3, 2022
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Pakistan Prism

PEF President and Director of TNG Schools Riyaz Ahmed Bakali presents a shield to Deputy Head of Mission and Minister at the Pakistan Embassy Syed Mustafa Rabbani.

The event, organised by Pakistan Engineers Forum (PEF), was attended
by Deputy Head of Mission and Minister at Pakistan Embassy Syed Mustafa Rabbani and Director, Human Resources at Baladna Food Company,
Nasser Al Maslamani, as the guests of honour

Deputy Head of Mission and Minister at the Pakistan Embassy Syed Mustafa Rabbani presents a shield to
Director HR at Baladna, Nasser Al Maslamani, as Shahid Khan and Badar Sohail Khan look on.

Knowing the difference between purpose and goal
is of paramount importance: Top leadership coach
HERE is a striking difference between a purpose
and a goal as the former
provides the reason for doing something while the
latter is a desired result that a person
wishes to achieve. This was the motivating essence of a talk session presented by Qaiser Abbas at TNG School’s Al
Wakra Campus.
The event, organised by Pakistan Engineers Forum (PEF), was attended by
Deputy Head of Mission and Minister at
Pakistan Embassy Syed Mustafa Rabbani
and Human Resources Director at Balad-

T

Abbas presents his blockbuster book ‘Tick Tick Dollar’ to TNG School Principal Ailia Rizvi as
Mohammad Azimuddin looks on.

Abbas engages the audience in a motivational exercise.

Qaiser Abbas

A large number of community members attended the event.

na Food Company, Nasser Al Maslamani,
as the guests of honour.
Abbas, who is a living example of
overcoming adversity and turning his
dreams into reality, is a business psychologist by education, an award-winning
leadership coach, keynote speaker, and
international bestselling author. He
shot to fame with his blockbuster book
‘Tick Tick Dollar.’ Through his ‘My
First Bike’ movement, he is massively
impacting underprivileged children’s
lives in Pakistan. He is the recipient
of the ‘Brian Tracy International
Excellence Award 2017, held in London.
Besides Tick Tick Dollar, his
books include Made in Crises,
Shabash! Tum Kr Skty Ho, Mein
Ishq Aur Woh, Leadership Insights, Outclass Teams and Power
of Teams.
Abbas, who is now a celebrated motivational speaker with a large fan base,
shared his childhood experiences and
financial difficulties faced by his family. His parents always promised to buy
him a bike in return of his good perfor-

mance in the studies. Now, through his
‘My First Bike’ programme, he is aiming
to gift 100,000 bikes to underprivileged
children.
He holds the view that only passion
with a purpose can lead a person to success. If a person like him can come out
of his hardships and shortcomings and
now not only earns respectful livelihood
but also enjoys all luxuries of the modern
world, why can’t others? This is question
he asked to the highly attentive audience.
Abbas has trained more than 200
coaches, who are now working across four
continents. He also worked with Pakistan’s national cricket team and trained
coaches. He also coached decision makers
and business professionals working in 55
different industries.
The audience exhibited their enthusiasm by passionately indulging in a question and answer session with him.
Earlier, the programme commenced
with the recitation of verses from the Holy
Quran by Asfandiar Ansari.
Mohammad Azimuddin and Iqbal
Ahsan compered the show while Shahid
Khan proposed the vote of thanks.

Punjab Music Group organises ‘Qalandari Night’
in Lahore to pay glowing tributes to late maestros

Q

ATAR-BASED Punjab
Music Group (PMG)
organised a musical
evening titled ‘Qalandari Night’ to pay tributes
to late tabla players Ustad
Barkat Ali Khan and Ustad
Sajjad Ali Khan at Punjabi
Complex, Gaddafi Stadium

in Lahore.
PMG chief organiser
Ustad Nazakat Ali Khan and
his team members Shoaib
Ali and Salman welcomed
the guests upon their arrival
at the venue. A large number
of artists associated with the
music industry of Pakistan

attended the event.
The programme commenced with a naat presented by Anjum Shehzad. Tabla
players Jimmy Khan, Sunny
Khan and Daud Khan paid
glowing tributes to the late
maestros with their sterling
performance.

PMG (Dubai Chapter)
Chairman Hafiz Abdul Rauf
praised the efforts of Ustad
Nazakat for organising an
impressive event in the
memory of the late maestros
who were considered as precious assets of the music industry of Pakistan.

Chief organiser Ustad
Nazakat recently received
Excellence
Performance
Award 2022 at 16th Bolan
Pak Gulf award ceremony
held in Dubai, the UAE for
his efforts in promoting
musical activities. He established PMG a decade ago

with the help of like-minded
people. The group started
its activities by organising
concerts at various locations
where local artistes from different nationalities in Qatar
were invited to perform.
Later the group decided
to broaden the horizon of

its activities by inviting renowned artistes from India
and Pakistan in Qatar.
PMG regularly organises
events to mark national days
of Qatar and Pakistan. Now,
the group has decided to arrange events outside Qatar
as well.
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HBKU’s TII invites research proposals
for its 12th Int’l Translation Conference
The interdisciplinary forum, taking place on March 15 and 16 next year, will explore interconnection between creativity and translation
Tribune News Network
Doha

The Translation and Interpreting Institute (TII), a part
of the College of Humanities
and Social Sciences (CHSS)
at Hamad Bin Khalifa University (HBKU), is accepting
submissions for its 12th International Translation Conference, which will take place on
March 15 and 16, 2023.
Under the theme ‘Translation and Creativity: An Interdisciplinary Encounter’, the
conference invites scholars
who put creativity at the heart
of their work, to share their
experiences and knowledge

across various areas of inquiry and contexts of practice
- both regionally and internationally.
Coinciding with the celebration of its 10th anniversary, TII will convene the
interdisciplinary forum to explore emerging intersections
between translation and creativity with a special emphasis
on the multilayered processes
of mediation and theorization
of creativity across disciplines
and practical contexts.
Among the sub-themes
which scholars are asked to
consider are: creative labour
in the technological environment, theoretical and

methodological approaches
to addressing creativity in
translation, aesthetic and political forms of translation in
digital and non-digital environments, the use of translation in creative research, the
place of creative translation
in copyright policies and in
public domain endeavours,
and others.
Commenting on the focus
of the biennial conference,
Dr Amal Al-Malki, founding
dean, CHSS, said, “Creativity
is indispensable to translation as each language has its
unique beauty and power.
When we translate, we mirror
the artistic features of the text

without neglecting the cultural specifics. Indeed, creativity
exists in various forms and
disciplines, acting as a lighthouse that leads the way for
scholars. In its 12th edition,
our International Translation Conference will highlight
this significant area as well as
the linguistic, cultural, technological, social and political processes involved in the
creation.”
Research proposals (in either Arabic or English) should
be submitted online by September 8, 2022, with notification of acceptance by October
9, 2022. For more information, visit www.tii.qa/12th

QU Young Scientists Centre
announces Youth Research
Forum 2023 theme & topics
Tribune News Network
Doha

WCM-Q course encourages use of
simulations in healthcare education
Tribune News Network
Doha

Weill Cornell Medicine Qatar
(WCM-Q) launched its inaugural
course on designing and debriefing
effective simulations drawing upon
the updated Healthcare Simulation
Standards of Best Practice.
The course directors were Dr
Stella Major, associate professor of
family medicine in clinical medicine,
Joshua Vognsen, simulation education specialist at WCM-Q, and Prof
Michelle Brown, associate professor
and director of the healthcare simulation graduate programme at the
University of Alabama (UAB).
The directors were awardees of
a competitive continuing professional development (CPD) grant in
2021 to develop and deliver a CPD
activity in 2022.
Since 2017, WCM-Q’s division of
medical education has supported the
college’s Clinical Skills and Simulation Lab team to host a simulationbased symposium. The symposium
is directed by Dr Major and supported by members of the Qatar Simulation Consortium.
Dr Major believes that this new
simulation instructor course is a key
milestone in the progress made by
the team to further support the promotion of best practice in simulation-based education for practitioners in Qatar.
Twenty-two participants attended this two-day course, of
whom seven were MDs and 15 allied health professionals and educators employed at various institu-

tions in Qatar.
The course explained the theoretical foundations of healthcare
simulation and demonstrated how
to design simulated scenarios that
will be effective learning tools. The
course also described techniques for
post-session debriefing in ways that
engage learners, promote reflection
and mitigate frustration.
After the techniques had been
described, the participants applied
the theoretical knowledge in guided
practical sessions.
Dr Major said, “We worked hard
to develop a course which would be
both interactive and provide participants with useful resources and
cognitive aids that they could take
back to their home institutions and
immediately apply in practice.”
Joshua Vognsen said, “Often,
healthcare providers can receive
their training in silos. One of the
highlights of this course was chal-

lenging an inter-professional group
of educators to design effective interprofessional simulations for their
learners.”
Participants’ learning was evaluated for knowledge by a pre-post
survey, with a positive change in respondents’ knowledge across all the
domains.
One participant wrote, “Probably
the best educational session I have
ever attended, I was engaged the entire time. I was stimulated - lots of
practical application. I implemented
some of the positive feedback techniques with my students the next
day and was delighted to discover it
worked.”
The course was accredited locally
by the Ministry of Public Health’s
Department of Healthcare Professions – Accreditation Section and
internationally by the Accreditation
Council for Continuing Medical Education (ACCME).

Qatar University (QU) and the
Qatar University Young Scientists
Centre have announced that the
Fifth Youth Research Forum 2023
will be organised under the theme
‘High education institutions and
their role in achieving sustainable
development goals’.
The forum is a hub for a meeting and exchange of experiences for
young researchers from around the
world.
The Centre has invited all undergraduate and postgraduate students
in Qatar, Gulf and international
universities to participate in their
research in line with three forum
topics:
The first topic is “The quality of
higher education as one of the sustainable development goals and a
way to consolidate its concepts”.
This session deals with improving the quality of higher education in
general and privatizing Humanities
as a means to consolidate the concepts of sustainable development.
In this context, researchers are
expected to submit research papers
related to the following topics:
 Higher education quality topics and its achievement in public
universities, especially in developing countries
The role that academic accreditation plays in raising the level of
education
Transparency and ways to obtain
academic accreditation
Digitally Enriched Education in
Humanities and Social Sciences
Learner-centered Education in
Humanities and Social Sciences
Research-informed Education in
Humanities and Social Sciences
Experimental Education in Humanities and Social Sciences
Using primary sources in writing
history and social sciences.
The second topic is “The theme
of legal legislation aimed at consolidating the concepts of sustainable development and achieving its
goals”.
This theme concentrates on the
role of law in consolidating the concepts of sustainable development

and achieving the desired goals. Research papers that achieve the objectives of this theme will be accepted,
in particular papers that deal with
one of the following topics:
Consolidating the principles of
peace and justice and strengthening
and supporting institutions.
Regulatory challenges related to
trade in education services and their
impact on sustainable development
goals (education quality assurance,
access issues and inclusive services...etc.)
 Legal challenges in using artificial
intelligence to achieve sustainable
development goals
 Organizing partnerships to
achieve goals and global cooperation at the international and popular
levels.
 Achieving legal and actual equality in higher education, regardless of
color, gender, religion and national
identity.
Intellectual property protection
legislation.
 Wildlife and marine life protection legislation.
The third topic is “The scientific
research theme as a means to consolidate concepts and achieve the
sustainable development goals”.
Since higher education and scientific research are inseparable, we
learn to research and research to
learn. This axis focuses on the role
of scientific research in higher education to consolidate the concepts
of sustainable development in the
young generations and use it as a
means to achieve those goals.
In this context, researchers are
expected to submit research papers
related to the following topics:
Eliminate poverty and hunger
through scientific research projects
in agriculture to increase food and
water production and reduce pro-

duction costs.
Improve health and health services provided in quality, speed, and
accuracy, and make them available
to those who need them.
Maximize the optimal use of natural resources, especially water and
energy.
Provide new alternatives to increase water and clean energy.
 Support innovation and access to
new solutions, especially in industry
and infrastructure.
Move to sustainable cities
Rationalize production and consumption
Control and mitigate climate
changes
 Protect the environment.
In this regard, the candidates
have been advised to note that the
research title and an abstract of
maximum 300 words should be
submitted by October 16, 2022,
with CVs including communication
information. The researchers will
be informed whether their research
work abstract is accepted or rejected
for inclusion in the research forum
as oral or poster. The full research
report or poster will be submitted by
December 18, 2022, to be evaluated
by the research committee.
It is worth mentioning that
Qatar University Young Scientists
Centre successfully organised the
third and fourth forums in 2021
and 2022 respectively, collaborating with Qatar National Committee
for Education, Culture, and Science. The centre held a key role in
selecting research topics every year
based on important events that the
world is witnessing, which led to a
great and comprehensive shift and
expansion in the areas of research
creativity that young people can
contribute.
Prof. Noora Al-Thani, director
of Qatar University Young Scientists
Centre, said, “Universities have the
largest and most important role in
the movement of scientific research
and development, as they are the
highest educational and research
institutions. Qatar University has
always been a pioneer in achieving
important strategies and aspirations
to ensure the country’s progress and
spread the benefit to the world.”

QM invites local artists to submit proposals for public art open calls
to go and visit across the city. It is also
part of QM’s ongoing commitment to
supporting local talent and promoting
public art.
For more information and to submit a
proposal, visit https://qm.org.qa/en/calendar/jedariart-open-call/ The deadline to
receive proposals is August 15, 2022.

Jedariart, 5/6 initiative and Student Initiative will
see eligible artists activating walls across the city
Tribune News Network
Doha

Qatar Museums (QM) is inviting emerging and established artists based in Qatar
to submit their proposals for its annual
public art open calls. The annual open
calls bring together artists to add vibrancy and meaning to walls across Doha and
form part of QM’s ongoing commitment
to supporting local talent and promoting
public art.
Abdulrahman Al Ishaq, director of
Public Art at QM, said: “The purpose of
our annual open calls is to support local
talent and to provide artists living in Qa-

tar with a valuable opportunity to propose
and create public artworks. Eligible artists
are invited to put forward their proposals
for works that will contribute to Qatar’s
cultural and artistic scene by sparking
thoughtful conversations through creative
mediums.”
Eligible artists in Qatar are invited
to apply to one or more of the following of QM’s public art open calls for a
chance to have their artworks adorn
walls across Doha.
Jedariart

Jedariart brings artists together to
add vibrancy and meaning to the walls

Student Initiative

across Doha through murals and street
art. The aim of the programme is to activate urban areas and promote artistic
intervention in designated districts creating new reference points for people

The Student Initiative invites university students and alumni to propose a temporary or permanent public artwork. For
this year’s Public Art Student Competition,
students and alumni are encouraged to
think about the dialogue they want to spark
through their artwork. The selected artist
will be commissioned to create their proposal with the support of Qatar Museums’
Public Art department.
For more information and to submit

a proposal, visit https://qm.org.qa/en/
calendar/student-initiative/ The deadline to receive proposals is September 5,
2022.
5/6 initiative

The 5/6 initiative open call encourages
artists to propose a permanent public artwork that speaks to the local community.
Artists should consider the relevance of the
piece to the community and the message
they would like to convey through their
artwork, and also take into consideration
weight, dimensions, materials and budget.
Successful applicants will receive a commission contract to execute their proposed
public artwork.
For more information and to submit
a proposal, visit https://qm.org.qa/en/
calendar/56-initiative/ The deadline to receive proposals is September 5, 2022.

