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STAGE LUSAIL SUPER CUP ON SEPT 9

Amir sends
condolences
to president
of Philippines

Agreement aims to
contribute to cover
part of the demand
for electricity in
southern Iraq

QNA
DOHA

HIS Highness the Amir
of State of Qatar Sheikh
Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani
on Monday sent a cable of
condolences to President of
the Republic of the Philippines Ferdinand Marcos on
the death of former Philippine President Fidel Valdez
Ramos.

Amir greets
Swiss prez
QNA
DOHA

HIS Highness the Amir
of State of Qatar Sheikh
Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani
on Monday sent a cable of
congratulations to President
of the Swiss Confederation Ignazio Cassis on the
occasion of his country’s
National Day.

QFFD signs pact
to connect Gulf
power grid to Iraq
QNA

QATAR’S biggest stadium and the stage for this year’s FIFA World Cup final will host a special
event on September 9. The 80,000-capacity Lusail Stadium will stage the Lusail Super Cup
between the Saudi Pro League champions and Egyptian Premier League winners, followed by a
concert from a famous singer. Ticket details for the event will be announced soon. Hassan Al
Thawadi, Secretary General of the Supreme Committee for Delivery & Legacy (SC), said: “Showcasing Lusail Stadium is the final milestone in our journey ahead of the big kick-off on November
21. This incredible venue forms the centrepiece of our tournament and will be the focus of the
world’s attention when it hosts the FIFA World Cup final on December 18, which is also Qatar
National Day. I am proud this venue will play a major role during the tournament and also deliver
a lasting legacy for the people of Lusail and the wider community.” (TNN) PAGE 12

SC offers chance to show artistic
talent at Qatar 2022 World Cup
THE Supreme Committee for Delivery and Legacy
(SC) has announced opportunities for people to participate in the cultural and artistic performances of
the FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022. In a tweet, the SC
said, “Share your talent with the world and be part
of the cultural and artistic performances in the Qatar
World Cup 2022.”
The committee provided a link to register on its
website to attract talent: http://q2022.qa/register
The committee said, “As Qatar springs to life, we
are opening the doors to a world of wonder and unforgettable, one-of-a-kind events for a diverse and immersive fan experience. This is your chance to showcase your talent to the world, maximise your exposure
and build your network – inspiring new and exciting
opportunities and future collaborations.” (TNN)

Qatar’s embassy
delivers aid to
South Africa (PG 4)

DOHA

QATAR Fund for Development (QFFD) is cooperating
with the Gulf Cooperation
Council Interconnection Authority (GCCIA) to develop the
Gulf electricity interconnection system and connect it to
the southern Iraq network.
This agreement aims to
contribute to cover part of the
demand for electricity and
fulfilling its need, as well as
improving the performance
and stability of the electricity network in the southern
region of Iraq.
By constructing a new
transformer substation with
a capacity of about 400 KV in
the Wafra area in Kuwait and
connecting it to the Gulf electricity interconnection system
to the Iraqi electricity network
through Al-Faw electricity
transformer station in southern Iraq.
QFFD Director General
Khalifa bin Jassim Al Kuwari
said, “Together, in partnership with the Gulf Cooperation Council Interconnection
Authority, we seek to extend
electricity to our brothers in
southern Iraq. As electricity support will play a fun-

Over 2,700 narcotic
pills seized at HIA
THE General Authority of Customs has
foiled an attempt to
smuggle huge quantities of narcotic
pills into the country
at the Hamad
International Airport
(HIA). As many as
2,716 narcotic pills
hidden inside a passenger’s bag were
sized at HIA. The
seized pills were
handed over to the
competent authorities. (TNN)

Qatar’s population reached
2.65 million by July-end
TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

THE population of Qatar at
the end of July 2022 reached
2,658,000, according to the
Planning and Statistics Au-

thority.
In a tweet, PSA said the
population of Qatar in July
saw a monthly increase of 0.4
percent from last June and an
annual increase of 11.7 percent
from July 2021.

Officials at the agreement signing ceremony.
damental and pivotal role in
strengthening the vital basic
sectors and supporting them
to complete its work, such as
the health sector, which will
in turn provide health services
to a large number of patients,
in addition to strengthening
the educational sector such as
schools and universities. This
initiative will play a pivotal
role in the economic contribution and infrastructure development.”
CEO of the Gulf Electricity Interconnection Authority
Eng Ahmed bin Ali Al Ibrahim
said the electrical connection
has achieved economic savings for the GCC countries of
nearly $3 billion since the full
operation of the project, while
avoiding any major interruptions in the Gulf networks
since the start of operation in

2009, which has a significant
impact on the continuity of
electricity and its impact on
society and the economic and
industrial sectors in the GCC
countries.
The project is being implemented by the GCC Electricity Interconnection Authority,
which owns and manages the
Gulf electrical interconnection
network, and it is one of the
most important infrastructure
link projects approved by the
Gulf Cooperation Council.
Among the benefits achieved
by the project are reducing the
required reserve in each country, mutual coverage in case of
emergency, benefiting from the
surplus, and reducing the cost of
producing electric power among
the GCC countries.
Continued on page 2 

Vehicle impounded for
drifting in residential area

First shipment of Ukrainian
grain leaves port of Odessa
A SHIP carrying grain has left the
Ukrainian port of Odessa for the first
time since the start of the war, broadcaster CNN Türk reported on Monday
citing the Turkish Defence Ministry.
Following an agreement to end
the grain blockade, the cargo ship
Razoni, loaded with 26,000 tonnes
of maize and sailing under the flag of
Sierra Leone, left the Ukrainian port
for Lebanon.
Ukraine and Russia have signed
a deal along with the UN and Turkey
to export the grain from three Ukrain-

ian Black Sea ports. Both countries
were key suppliers of foodstuffs
around the world before Russia
launched its invasion in February. In
the aftermath, many countries began
boycotting Russian goods, while
Ukrainian goods became inaccessible because of Russian control of the
Black Sea.
Ukraine, Russia, NATO and the
European Union all welcomed the
ship’s departure, hailing it as an important step towards improving food
security. (DPA) PAGE 7

THE General Directorate of Traffic (GDT)
has impounded a pickup truck for drifting in a residential neighbourhood.
The GDT swung into action after a
video showing the driver of a pickup car
drifting and making disturbing noise in
a residential area started circulating on
social media.
Pictures uploaded by the directorate
on Twitter shows a red Nissan Frontier
pickup smoking tyres and being carried
away in a tow truck. “With reference to
the video clip showing the driver of a
vehicle drifting in a residential neigh-

bourhood, the vehicle was seized and
legal measures are being taken for this
violation,” GDT said. (TNN)
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HAMMADI MEETS AMBASSADOR OF NEPAL

Quick read
Amir sends greetings to president of
Benin

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

THE Amir His Highness Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani on
Monday sent a cable of congratulations to President of the
Republic of Benin Patrice Talon on the anniversary of his country’s
Independence Day. (QNA)

Deputy Amir congratulates president of
Switzerland
THE Deputy Amir His Highness Sheikh Abdullah bin Hamad Al
Thani on Monday sent a cable of congratulations to President of
Switzerland Ignazio Cassis on his country’s National Day. (QNA)

Deputy Amir congratulates president of
Benin
THE Deputy Amir His Highness Sheikh Abdullah bin Hamad Al
Thani sent on Monday a cable of congratulations to President of
the Republic of Benin Patrice Talon on his country’s Independence
Day. (QNA)

Deputy Amir sends condolences to
Philippines president
THE Deputy Amir His Highness Sheikh Abdullah bin Hamad Al
Thani on Monday sent a cable of condolences to President of the
Philippines Ferdinand Marcos on the death of former Philippine
President Fidel Valdez Ramos. (QNA)

PM congratulates Swiss federal
chancellor
PRIME Minister and Minister of Interior HE Sheikh Khalid bin
Khalifa bin Abdulaziz Al Thani on Monday sent a cable of congratulations to Federal Chancellor of Switzerland Walter Thurnherr on
his country’s National Day. (QNA)

PM congratulates president of Benin
PRIME Minister and Minister of Interior HE Sheikh Khalid bin
Khalifa bin Abdulaziz Al Thani sent on Monday a cable of congratulations to President of the Republic of Benin Patrice Talon on his
country’s Independence Day. (QNA)

PM sends condolences to president of
Philippines
PRIME Minister and Minister of Interior HE Sheikh Khalid bin
Khalifa bin Abdulaziz Al Thani on Monday sent a cable of condolences to President of the Philippines Ferdinand Marcos on the
death of former Philippine President Fidel Valdez Ramos. (QNA)

‘Gulf Electricity Interconnection
Project one of the most strategic
initiatives of the GCC countries’
Continued from page 1 

THE GCCIA was established
in 2001, and the interconnection project was completed in
2009. The same year (2009)
the interconnection network
began operating. The authority considers the signing of
the interconnection agreement with the electricity network in southern Iraq, which
coincided recently with the
Jeddah Summit for Security
and Development on July 15,
2022, as one of the most important strategic projects in
the GCC countries, which will
start implementation work
during the month of August,

hoping to operate the connection with the summer of
2024.
The Gulf Electricity Interconnection Project achieved
its most important strategic objectives of enhancing
energy security and raising
the level of reliability and
safety for the Gulf electrical systems. It succeeded in
avoiding the GCC electricity
networks for any partial or
total interruption by 100% by
providing instant support by
transferring the required energy through the network.
More than 2,500 support
cases have been supported
since its operation.

Al Jazeera demands immediate
release of journalists by Egypt

Secretary General of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs HE Ahmad bin Hassan Al Hammadi met with Ambassador of Nepal to Qatar HE Naresh Bikram Dhakal on Monday. During the meeting, they reviewed
bilateral cooperation between the two countries. (QNA)

AL Jazeera has deplored decision by Egyptian authorities to renew the detention
of Al Jazeera Mubasher
journalist Rabie Elsheikh
by 45 days, and holding him
without trial or charges for a
year.
Elsheikh was initially detained on August 1, 2021 at the
Cairo International Airport,
when he arrived to join his
wife and children for a family
holiday. Continuous extension
of his detention throughout
the year in solitary confinement at the notorious Tora
Prison has severely impacted
and resulted in deterioration
of his physical and mental
health.

Al Jazeera views the detention of the journalist as an
attack on press freedom and
holds Egyptian authorities accountable for the safety and security of Elsheikh and all other
journalists detained and imprisoned for merely carrying
out their duties as journalists.
Al Jazeera Media Network has demanded that the
Egyptian authorities release
Rabie Elsheikh and his three
colleagues, Hisham Abdel
Aziz, Bahauddin Ibrahim and
Ahmed Al Najdi, who are being held in detention without
trial nor charges. The Network
has called on all international
press freedom and human
rights organisations to condemn their arbitrary arrest
and demand their immediate
release.

QRCS-EAA Hamad bin Khalifa
Hospital in Mauritania extends
medical care to 55,894 patients
TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

THE Hamad bin Khalifa Hospital in
Boutilimit, Mauritania, has issued its
semi-annual report of the medical activities and services offered during the
first half of 2022 to improve the health
conditions of the local communities of
Boutilimit and neighbouring regions,
with a total of 55,894 beneficiaries.
Operated and managed by Qatar
Red Crescent Society (QRCS), under a
memorandum of understanding (MoU)
with Education Above All (EAA), the
hospital relies on its own resources and
infrastructure, with a workforce of 78
specialist physicians, nurses, assistants,
social workers, and administrative staff.
The overall budget of the hospital for 2022 is $1,359,758. It has four
medical divisions: outpatient, inpatient,
technical, and emergency. There are six
outpatient clinics of internal medicine,
obstetrics and gynaecology, dermatology, general surgery, orthopaedics, and
dental medicine.
From 1 January to 30 June 2022,
the 8-bed emergency department received 8,921 patients, including 6,374
multiple emergencies, 2,413 Ob-Gyn
emergencies, and 134 road traffic injuries. Performance indicators show that
the hospital managed to achieve a main
goal of reducing referrals to major hospitals in Nouakchott – no more than 47
referrals.
With its six rooms, the outpatient
department offers GP services during
weekdays, while other specialties are
available on a basis of three clinics per

week. Year-to-date, the department
has served 25,389 patients, including
9,988 children, 5,524 men, and 9,877
women. They are divided as follows: GP
(16,384), general surgery (385), paediatrics (1,550), Ob-Gyn (417), dental
(1,296), orthopaedics (695), prenatal
care (801), dermatology (2,023), internal medicine (1,127), and ophthalmology (713).
Currently, the hospital has a capacity of 62 beds in four recovery departments (internal, paediatrics, Ob-Gyn,
and general surgery). The reported period saw 1,871 inpatients, with a total of
4,822 stay days. The bed occupancy rate
was 45.31%, with an average of 2.71 stay
days per patient.
As the hospital pays great attention
to maternal and child health, the ObGyn department supervised 469 births,
including 86 C-sections, with a surgical
intervention percentage of 18 percent,
which is much less than national figures, reflecting the improved perfor-

mance of the department.
In the department of biotechnology,
which consists of three fully equipped
operating rooms, lab, and medical imaging unit, it has conducted 411 surgeries in the specialties of Ob-Gyn, orthopaedics, and general surgery. Also,
there were made 15,440 lab tests (average: 85 per day) and 2,294 medical images (average: 15 per day).
The hospital continued to provide training for the students of public
health schools, such as the schools of
public health in Nouakchott, Rosso,
and Kiffa. Over the past few months, a
new batch of 31 trainees was received.
To ensure sustainability of professional
capacity-building, the hospital took part
in many training courses with other organisations and organised internship
and field training programs for nurses.
Social Services
In relation to social care, the Social
Affairs Department assisted 251 poor
patients to get access to vital health ser-

vices. Under a partnership agreement
with the National Reproductive Health
Program, health care was given to 817
pregnant women across Boutilimit.
Since the beginning of 2022, the
hospital has been engaged under the
national health initiative to combat viral inflammations, by developing an
automatic mechanism to vaccinate all
newborns prior to discharge. Over six
months, the new mechanism had a coverage rate of 100%.
There were public awareness interventions to promote preventive health
practices in the face of COVID-19. To
protect the health workers, informative
courses were held on the basic rules of
prevention and what to do when dealing
with a positive case. Also, tips and educational posters were put everywhere in
the hospital’s premises.
The Hamad bin Khalifa Hospital was
established in 2007 under the patronage of H.E. Sheikha Moza bint Nasser,
through the Qatari-Mauritanian Social
Development Foundation. It is supervised by EAA, which seeks to change
the world by providing education opportunities for children, believing that
education is the best way out of poverty,
towards just and peaceful communities
that unleash the full potential of every
child and youth. Also, education is a fundamental right for all children and one
of the key pillars of the United Nations
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs).
It pursues the strategic goal of providing high-quality health care at affordable prices for the poor, to avoid the
need to travel for treatment in Nouakchott or abroad.

Kenyan Embassy, group honour expats for service to community
CATHERINE W GICHUKI
DOHA

(Photo by Francis Kuria)

THE Embassy of Kenya in Qatar,
in association with Kenyan Community in Qatar, has recognised a
number of Kenyans who have volunteered to render their services
to other Kenyans in Qatar.
About fifteen Kenyans from
various
Kenyan
community
groups received a certificate of
appreciation from the Kenyan
Embassy Chargé d’affaires Ambassador Washington Oloo, who
commended the recipients for
providing support for other Kenyans.
The men and women who
were appreciated represented
various groups such as men and

women football groups, cultural
groups, domestic workers, distress
team, food distribution, feed a
friend volunteer and many others
who engage in humanitarian work
in the Kenyan community.
Ambassador Oloo thanked
them for their efforts in supporting others voluntarily.
“We are grateful for the good
work that you have been doing,
especially with the community
leaders. I have realised that the
community leaders manage to
solve the small issues. When I
look at the issues that are coming
to the embassy, compared to what
used to happen before, they have
drastically gone down. I attribute
it to the good leadership and the
effort that all of you are putting in

and making sure all Kenyans are
reached,” he said.
Ambassador Oloo reiterated
that without the support from the
community, the embassy would
not be able to reach out to all Kenyans residing in Qatar.
For his part, Chairman of Kenyan Community in Qatar Omar
Farah said, “Your presence, contribution, effort, dedication, human
nature and mission have considerably lifted the name of Kenya and
hence deserves recognition. For
those who helped this to become a
reality, I say thank you; the smiles,
the encouraging words, the volunteerism spirit that you shared and
the hope you bring to the Kenyan
society deserve our appreciation.
Service to others is service to God.

Let the love and light of the community radiate through you until
all who look upon you shall be illuminated by its reflection. You have
been stars for us, brilliant and
sparkling in the loftiness of your
heavenly station.”
Farah added that this was a
start for this initiative in partnership with the embassy and hoped
that the event will be bigger in the
future. “Each group which has a
unique focus that adds up to lifting the Kenyans’ matters to the
committee and the mission never
get tired at all as we pray for you to
have good health, wisdom, abundance and mindfulness all through
your life. We love you, love what
you do and feel privileged to associate with you,” he added.
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HBKU’s College of Islamic Studies takes part in
3rd International Model OIC High School Summit
Summit attracted
224 delegates
from 56 OIC
member states
TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

Alina Zaman, research assistant at Hamad Bin Khalifa
University (HBKU), represented the College of Islamic
Studies (CIS) as an official
delegate at the 3rd International Model Organization
of Islamic Cooperation (OIC)
High School Summit in Istanbul, Turkey. Safa Shahzad
and Shakira Abdi, both
high school students from
Dukhan English School,
joined Zaman.
The summit, held under the theme ‘Establishing

Global Peace for a Fairer
World’, drew 224 delegates
from 56 OIC member
states. During the panel
discussions,
participants
reflected on their own history and culture in order to
gain a better understanding
of the world before tackling
global issues.
The high school students
participated in a four-day
academic simulation of the
OIC designed to familiarize
them with current developments in international relations, theory, and practice.
Delegates were given the
role of a member state representative in the simulation. They were required to
contribute to the creation
of resolutions to key issues
that the OIC is facing based
on the policies they represented at the summit. In the
simulation, delegates were

assigned the roles of Jordan
and Morocco.
The Islamic Cooperation
Youth Forum created Model
OIC (ICYF). ICYF collaborates with various universities and high schools in OIC
member states to design
Model OIC experiences by
providing technical and organizational assistance. ICYF
and HBKU signed a Memorandum of Understanding
in 2020. As a result, a delegation from the CIS’ Maker
Majlis was invited to the
summit. Maker Majlis is a
platform for young leaders
to help the United Nations
achieve the Sustainable Development Goals.
Another key partner of
the summit was Beyoğlu
Education and Culture Foundation. Under its umbrella,
the Beyoğlu Anatolian Imam
Hatip High School Model OIC

Club was established at the
beginning of the 2017-2018
academic year in line with
the protocol signed between
ICYF and Beyoğlu Education
and Culture Foundation to
jointly organize a Model OIC
High School Summit.
The Model OIC is one of
14 youth actions adopted by
the Islamic Conference of
Youth and Sports Ministers at
its third session in Istanbul in
October 2016. It was mandated to the ICYF to carry out approved projects in OIC member states in order to improve
the intellectual capacities of
the young generation and to
raise awareness and promote
the OIC as a leading international institution among the
young community.
For more information on
the College of Islamic Studies’ programs, please visit cis.
hbku.edu.qa.

Doha Institute faculty hosts Orientation
Day for dual degree master programme
Tribune News Network
Doha

Shafallah Center
wins 6 awards at
Cairo Int’l Biennale
of Children’s Art
QNA
Cairo

Shafallah Center has won
six awards at the second edition of the Cairo International
Biennale of Children’s Art,
which is under way until August 18.
Shafallah Center took part
with 10 artworks created by
the centre’s gifted affiliates
who won six prizes out of nine
dedicated to children with disabilities.
Egyptian Minister of Culture Enas Abdel Dayem hand-

ed over the prizes in appreciation of the support provided
for children with disabilities
in the field of arts, stressing
that a gallery of the winning
artworks will be established at
the Egyptian Academy of Arts
in Rome.
The biennale, which is held
under the slogan of ‘A Photo
from My Country’, witnessed
the participation of around
688 children from 25 countries. This is Qatar’s first-ever
participation in the biennale
since it was first launched in
2019.

The School of Economics,
Administration, and Public
Policy at the Doha Institute for
Graduate Studies concluded
an orientation day on Sunday,
July 31, to welcome the third
cohort of students of the Dual
Executive Master in Business
Administration and Public Administration for the academic
year 2022-2023.
This executive programme
is the first of its kind in the
Middle East, offering two internationally accredited master’s degrees, and comes in
partnership with the European School of Management
and Technology in Berlin, the
first school in Germany and
the ninth in the world, and the
recipient of the most prominent international academic
accreditations in the field of
business administration.
At the beginning of the
meeting, Dr. Abdel Wahab AlAffandi, President of the Doha
Institute for Graduate Studies,
started the day’s sessions, welcoming the attendees and congratulating the students for
their acceptance into the programme. He pointed out the
Arab region’s need to develop
the necessary knowledge and
skills in the field of public administration and business administration, which presents a

challenge to the executive programmes in graduating cadres
and leaders who are competent and able to manage and
lead the region’s institutions
optimally.
Eman Al-Sulaiti, Executive Director of the Administrative and Financial Division
at the Institute, emphasised
the role that executive programmes play. She added
that the dual executive programme seeks to equip the
students with the necessary
cognitive and theoretical
tools they need to succeed. It
also enhances the skills and
capabilities of distinguished
administrative cadres, including officials, executives, and
heads of departments.
The orientation day was

graced by the presence of Professor Zoltan Mockus, Executive Director of the European
School of Management and
Technology in Berlin, who
expressed his happiness at
receiving the third cohort in
the programme, and the European Institute’s keenness
on the sustainability and development of the partnership,
stressing that this partnership
is one with the State of Qatar,
its people and society. The dual
executive programme represents the nature of this partnership. It relies on knowledge
exchange, peer learning, and
applied approaches. He concluded his speech by congratulating the students for joining
the program and calling on
them to work hard to get the

highest possible benefit during
their studies.
Dr. Hamed Ali, Dean of
the Faculty of Economics, Administration and Public Policy
spoke about the programme
saying: “When talking about
business administration, eyes
are directed to Germany, when
talking about quality and institutional effectiveness, Germany is mentioned, as well as
when talking about economy,
Germany comes at the forefront of world’s countries. This
is why our German partner
was chosen to offer this distinguished programme.”
Dr. Hamed emphasised
the quality of the dual executive programme and its commitment to the highest international academic standards,

in addition to the high academic credits obtained by the
program with its two degrees
in Public Administration and
Business Administration.
After
the
welcoming
speeches and the graduates’
speech delivered by Abdullah
Al-Bakri advising and guiding the students and inviting
them to work hard and cooperate to achieve excellence,
an introductory presentation
was given by Mr. Mohamed Al
Iter, Executive Programmes
Admin Supervisor. The presentation answered all the students’ questions and covered
all aspects related to the study
plan, study system, academic
policies, obligations, procedures, and administrative
regulations.

Great experience, say second-place winners at NSPP-2021
Tribune News Network
Doha

A host of experiment execution and result presentation
skills were among their main
takeaways from working on a
National Science Promotion
Programme
(NSPP)–2021
project, says the second place
winners.
The second place winning
project was ‘The Effect of the
Aryl hydrocarbon receptor
Inhibition on the CTLA-4 Immune System in Colon Cancer
Stem Cells’ by Dr Hesham M.
Korashy, professor of Pharmaceutical Sciences at College of
Pharmacy QU.
The two high school students who got the opportunity
to work on the project were
Maha Mohammed Al-Meraghi
and Hajar Abdulla Al-Jumaily
from Al-Arqam Academy for
Girls.
The aim of the “National Science Promotion Programme” (NSPP) is to promote the culture of research
and increase the research
capacity by endorsing tools
such as “Learning by Doing”
and “Hands-On experience.”
By using such tools in the high

school education system, students will be more encouraged
to do research and benefit Qatar. Through this process, students will get an opportunity
to experience research under
faculty mentors’ supervision
from the university. Simultaneously, the NSPP grant will
provide training to prepare the
students to join the university.
Discussing about the topic
of the research, Dr. Hesham
said: “The research aims to investigate the novel molecular
mechanism of the growth and
proliferation of cancer stem
cells in human colon cancer,
which is one of the most common cancers in Qatar. Targeting this type of cancer is one of
the priorities of Qatar’s national vision 2030. The mechanism
is trying to inhibit a particular
cellular pathway known as Aryl
hydrocarbon receptor, which
is an enzyme inside the body
known to play a role in activating carcinogens and activating
the probation and the growth of
the cancer stem cells.”
“Our study hypotheses
that by inhibiting this AhR
pathway we will inhibit the
growth and proliferation of
cancer stem cells by targeting

an immune checkpoint such
as CTLA-4. Hopefully, by the
end of this project, we will be
able to open the gate to a novel
anti-cancer medication that
helps in the treatment of this
cancer,” he added.
Speaking with the two students to ask about their experience, they said, “It is the

first time for us to experience
working in labs of this level.
We have labs at school, and we
do experiments and research
but mostly related to our study
or ‘googling’ and looking for
information. We are familiar
with the research but not realtime experiments. This was
once in a lifetime opportunity

for us during which we enjoyed and learnt a lot.”
While sharing their opinion on National Science Promotion Programme (NSPP),
the students said, “This is a
great programme. This is a
programme of great importance for students because
we gained a lot of experience,

the unique experience that
we won’t get from any other
place except this scientific programme. This type of research
programme is a wonderful option, especially for students
who desire to pursue scientific fields of study. They might
have some research experience
that will help them become
qualified and ready for college.
We benefited from the expertise and experience we earned
in the field of research. I want
to go into engineering, but I
learnt a lot from this research
about how to present and execute it. I didn’t feel comfortable presenting research to an
audience before this endeavour. I now possess the confidence and presenting abilities
necessary to carry it through.”
On this regard Dr. Hesham
said, “That is a wonderful opportunity for high school students to be prepared for the
university. I’m sure my students have learned a lot, as I
mentioned in terms of the very
basic principles of research,
how to think and how to solve
the problem because you
know, research is a problem
and then so it’s not of matter
of generating the data rather

than understanding and tackling the problem of the research. I think this was a very
nice opportunity for them to
learn. They are ready for joining the university because you
know, the university usually
you have a research project
from time to time.”
He also added, “I also liked
a lot the idea of having an undergraduate work with high
school students and RA. This
created a link between the
high school students and the
undergraduates that I have not
seen in other programmes.”
Qatar University National Science Promotion Programme (NSPP) is a national
bridging programme to build
the national capacity and is focused on the smooth transition
of high school students to the
University by engaging them
in excelling towards learning and scientific research. It
is a promising initiation from
Qatar University aligning to
the goals set under the pillar
‘Human Development’ supporting the Qatar National
Vision 2030 and promoting
youth empowerment through
research and innovation programmes.

04

Nation

Tuesday, August 2, 2022

NHRC continues to hold training program in cooperation with HIA
QNA
DOHA

THE National Human Rights
Committee (NHRC) is continuing to hold its training
programme series in cooperation with Hamad International Airport (HIA) and
DCAF-Geneva Centre for
Security Sector Governance.
A number of HIA employees
and representatives from
the Ministry of Interior and
NHRC are attending the programme at Qatar Airways
New Integrated Training
Centre (NITC).
Director of the Programmes and Education
Department at the NHRC,
Hamad Salem Al Hajri, said

operating in HIA’s multiple
fields.
Hamad Salem Al Hajri explained that airports are considered one of the most vital
sovereign border crossings
of countries which entrench
the first impression of the all
visitors on the country and
the nature of its community
and culture. However, such
crossing is subject to border
surveillance controls based
on the measures that essentially regulate entry and departure traffic, he added. He
also pointed out the strategic
partnership between HIA and
NHRC, indicating that there
are a plethora of various joint
events organised by the two
parties that ranged from train-

the training programme
aims to find out an approach
to achieve the flow of security, customs and administrative work in a way that
safeguards human rights
and human dignity. Holding
such training sessions is extremely essential for the sake
of incorporating the security
operations, customs and administrative operations for
the preservation of human
rights, he said. This is one
of the major challenges HIA
has successfully addressed
during COVID-19 pandemic.
The FIFA World Cup Qatar
2022 remains a new challenge that also opens a wide
door to further build the
capacities of those who are

ing sessions to cultural events
organised by HIA.
The Director of the Programmes and Education Department of the NHRC noted
that the recently signed cooperation agreement in all fields
pertaining to human rights
indicated that training is one
of the tools to reinvigorate cooperation.
In addition, training sessions come within the framework of entrenching human
rights principles through good
governance. Moreover, NHRC
has recently wrapped up the
first week of the training sessions for the beneficiaries of
HIA higher management’s
staff and honoured the participants.

Qatar’s embassy hands over
humanitarian aid provided by
Qatar Charity to South Africa
QNA
PRETORIA

Qatar Charity establishes
dental clinic in Bangladesh
TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

QATAR Charity (QC) has installed a complete ‘Dental
Unit’ in Teknaf Upazila Health
Complex in Cox’s Bazar district of Bangladesh that will
benefit some 10,000 vulnerable people, including Rohingya refugees.
The unit has been
equipped with a dental chair,
stool, lighting, hydric box, aspiration, cuspidor and other
elements.
Saidur Rahman, additional secretary of the Ministry of

Health and Family Welfare,
said: “Vulnerable people will
get more benefits from this
dental service in Teknaf Upazila Health Complex. It is a
great support for the community.” He added: “With great
thanks to Qatar Charity, I
hope the charity will continue
its operation in the health sector to fill the urgent gap with
equipment and other essentials.”
Dr Tito Chandra Shil,
Teknaf Upazila Health &
Family Planning officer, said:
“As the health complex is located near Rohingya camps,

referred refugee patients will
get the advantage through
the dental unit, which also
offers paediatric dental procedures.”
The beneficiaries expressed their gratitude and
pleasure in getting dental
treatment from the health
complex.
Chad Mia said: “There
were no modern dental treatment facilities in this health
complex earlier and we had to
go faraway places to get treatment. It’s great news for the
villagers that the treatment is
available now.”

QATAR’S Embassy in South
Africa has delivered humanitarian aid provided by Qatar
Charity to South Africa in response to the donations campaign of the Mookgopong Old
Age Centre in Limpopo during
the activities commemorating
Nelson Mandela International
Day.
Food, health products, agricultural materials to enable
the elderly to cultivate vegetables, and a water tank were
among the humanitarian aid
items.
Deputy Minister of International Relations and Cooperation of South Africa Candith Mashego-Dlamini and
HE Ambassador of the State of
Qatar to South Africa Tariq Ali
Al Ansari were present at the
aid delivery.
On this occasion, South
Africa’s Deputy Minister of
International Relations and
Cooperation expressed her
gratitude and appreciation for
the Qatari donation, praising
the country’s partnership with
Qatar. She also praised the two
countries’ distinguished relations.
Ambassador of the State of
Qatar to South Africa HE Tariq
Al Ansari expressed his great
pleasure in participating in the
celebration of Nelson Mandela
International Day as a global
celebration proclaimed by a
decision of the UN General
Assembly, pointing out that
Qatar, and through the aid offered to this friendly country,
contributes to mitigating the
poverty and suffering that afflict the communities.
HE Tariq Al Ansari
stressed the humanitarian assistance provided by Qatar to
South Africa, including assistance during the recent floods
in KwaZulu-Natal.

Ambassador of the State of Qatar to South Africa HE Tariq Al Ansari

Malabar Gold & Diamonds, Nitol Niloy Group join
hands to expand their operations into Bangladesh
TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

MALABAR Gold & Diamonds,
one of the largest jewellery retailers globally with a strong network of more than 285 outlets
spread across 10 countries, is set
to open a new manufacturing facility in Modonpur, Bangladesh
in partnership with Nitol Niloy
group, a leading diversified
business conglomerate based in
Bangladesh.
The stone laying ceremony
of the facility was held on July
28, 2022 by MD Sirazul Islam,
executive chairman, Bangladesh
Investment Development Authority (BIDA); in the presence
of Abdul Matlub Ahmad, chairman, Nitol Niloy Group; Shamlal Ahamed, MD - International
Operations, Malabar Gold &
Diamonds; Ameer CMC, direc-

tor of Finance, Malabar Gold &
Diamonds; management team
members of both the organisations and well-wishers.
The manufacturing facility,
which is being set up in partnership with Nitol Niloy group,
a diversified business conglomerate in Bangladesh, is the first
venture of Malabar Gold and
Diamonds into the country.
“We are very excited to start
our journey in Bangladesh, a
country offering a wide variety of opportunities, and we are
happy to have Nitol Niloy group
as our partner in this journey.
With our combined experience
and expertise, we hope to replicate our transparent and sustainable business model in the
country and turn Bangladesh
into a jewellery manufacturing hub for the global audience
while contributing positively to

the country, its economy and society,” said Ahamed.
The new facility will have a
production capacity of 6,000
kilograms of gold per year with
high quality and finish, utilising
skilled craftsmen and the latest
technologies like casting, CNC
and CAD-CAM (3D). It is ex-

pected to create approximately
250 jobs. The facility, which
is scheduled to open in October 2022, will include different
departments for production,
including CNC cutting, chains,
anklet, rings, bangles, 22K and
24K coins, as well as diamond
setting.

The initial operations of the
manufacturing unit will focus
on exports and will provide numerous employment opportunities, especially for local artisans.
Commenting on the joint
venture between Malabar Gold
& Diamonds and Nitol Niloy
group, Abdul Matlub Ahmad

said, “Malabar Gold & Diamonds is a household name
among the Bangladeshi community in the GCC and Far-east.
We are very excited to be diversifying our operations into jewellery sector by partnering with
this brand that is synonymous
with trust and quality. Through
this partnership, we look forward to leveraging our business
expertise in the region to add
further value to the economy by
generating jobs and providing
skill training.”
As a testament to the group’s
strong focus on sustainability,
this facility will also be designed
to incorporate various energyefficient and environmentally
friendly features and promote
clean energy. In an effort to
minimise wastewater pollution,
effluent water released from the
plant will be subjected to three

layers of sedimentation treatment and will be released only
after pH levels have been balanced to an adequate extent.
Speaking on the occasion,
MD Sirazul Islam said, “I would
like to congratulate both Malabar Gold & Diamonds and
Nitol Niloy Group on this joint
venture that is expected to boost
Bangladesh’s jewellery exports
to international markets and
contribute positively to the
economy. I pledge my wholehearted support to this project,
including fast-tracking all the
required permissions and we
will also look into export incentives for jewellery export.”
Malabar Gold & Diamonds
currently operates 14 manufacturing units in addition to offices and design centres spread
across India, Middle East, Far
East and the USA.
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Fear and anxiety for civilians
as Yemen truce set to expire
The UN-sponsored truce has been the longest respite Yemen has seen in 7 years of war
Agencies
Fear, anxiety, confusion –
these are the most common
sentiments expressed by civilians in war-ravaged Yemen as
a four-month truce is slated to
expire on Tuesday.
“The ceasefire expiry is a
rebirth of multiple ordeals,”
said Saleh Ahmed, a 50-yearold resident in the capital,
Sanaa, who, like others, fears a
descent into a new cycle of war.
“Fighting will erupt, roads
will be blocked, fuel will be
expensive, the price of basic
goods will jump, and civilian
deaths will mount,” he said.
“These troubles make life bitter
and unbearable.”
The United Nations-sponsored truce has been the longest respite Yemen has seen in
seven years of war, which have
pitted the internationally recognised government, backed
by a Saudi-led military coalition, against the Iran-aligned
Houthi rebels, who control
most of Yemen’s north.
The truce has held, despite
reported violations from both
sides.
As the expiration date approached, the UN’s envoy for
Yemen, Hans Grundberg, as
well as the United States envoy,
Tim Lenderking, intensified
diplomatic efforts to extend it.
Last week, Grundberg visited the southern port city of
Aden, the seat of Yemen’s internationally recognised government, as well as the Saudi
and Omani capitals of Riyadh
and Muscat, respectively.
For his part, Lenderking
flew to Riyadh and Jordan’s
capital, Amman, which, along
with Muscat, have hosted negotiators from Yemen’s warring sides.
Ahmed, a minibus driver,
described the truce as the
“good days”.
“Before the ceasefire, I used
to spend hours and hours waiting at the gas stations to fill up
my vehicle with petrol. Today, I
can fill it anywhere at any time
I want. I can work and make
money to provide for my family. With the truce, my situation
has been better.”

Iran ready
to restart
nuclear talks,
says offcial
dpa
Tehran

Iran is ready to restart talks
on its contested nuclear programme,
Foreign
Office
spokesman Nasser Kanaani
said in Tehran on Monday.
“We have over recent days
received important messages,”
Kanaani said “There will indeed soon be the opportunity
for new negotiations.”
Kanaani said Iran was aiming at a definitive end to the
conflict over its nuclear programme.
Chief nuclear negotiator Ali
Bagheri tweeted: “We are ready
to bring the negotiations to a
conclusion over the short term.”
Talks on reviving the 2015
nuclear deal between Iran and
the six other parties to the
agreement - China, Germany,
France, Britain, Russia and
the United States - have been
deadlocked since March.
The outstanding points of
conflict include lifting US-imposed sanctions and the status
of Iran’s Revolutionary Guard
(IRGC), which is listed by the
US as a terrorist organization.
Iranian President Ebrahim
Raisi has called for the lifting
of all the sanctions imposed by
the US following its unilateral
withdrawal in 2018 from the
nuclear deal during the presidency of Donald Trump.
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News
in brief
Five killed, 35 injured in fuel tanker fire
in southern Libya
Tripoli: Five people were killed and 35 injured after a fuel
tanker caught on fire in Libya’s southern city of Sebha, emergency services spokesman Osama Ali said in a statement on
Monday.
Some of those injured will be moved to the capital Tripoli,
around 750 kilometres north of Sebha, to be treated at a
specialized hospital, he added. Local broadcaster Panorama
Libya said people were gathering around the tanker to get fuel
when the fire took place. Southern Libya suffers from a severe
shortage of fuel, which has led to a price increase on the black
market to five dinars per litre ($1), while the official subsidized
price stands at 0.15 dinars per litre.
Oil-rich Libya has been in turmoil since the overthrow of
Moamer Gaddafi in 2011. (dpa)

Millions at risk of disease after record
rain, flooding in Pakistan
Islamabad: Millions of people including children were at the
risk of waterborne diseases in Pakistan’s flood-hit regions,
officials and medics said on Monday, as the death toll from
several weeks of torrential rains rose beyond 400.
At least a million people, half of them children under the
age of five, were being treated for diarrhoea, typhoid, hepatitis,
gastroenteritis and worm infection in the southern province of
Sindh, provincial health minister Azra Fazal said.
Doctors from the army and several charities had set up
field hospitals in the south-western province of Balochistan
to treat patients with the symptoms of waterborne diseases,
Farah Shah, a spokesman for the provincial government said.
“Patients are coming in flocks. The number could be in the
millions,” Shah said. (dpa)

Yemeni demonstrators protest demanding the end of a years-long blockade of Taez by Yemen’s Houthi rebels in Taez recently (AFP)
According to the UN, the
truce has resulted in improved
humanitarian conditions and
led to a significant decrease in
civilian casualties. It also reduced queues at petrol stations
and allowed Yemenis to travel
more easily across the country.
Fatima Amri, a 24-yearold university student in the
Houthi-held Sanaa, said a failure to extend the truce would
be a disappointing setback to
diplomacy and an assault on
human rights in Yemen.
“If war resumes, we will
instantly lose many rights, including the freedom of movement. The conflict made the
country like a jail. The truce
helped partially open that jail.
It will be shut again once the
ceasefire breaks down,” Amri
told Al Jazeera.
While Yemenis recognise
the truce’s tangible benefits,

many are doubtful the current
break from war can lead to lasting peace and put an end to the
country’s predicament.
“There are no indicators
that the warring sides are ready
to stop the fighting soon,” Mohammed al-Samei, a Yemeni
journalist in Taiz, said.
“The recurring violations
committed since the start of
the truce demonstrate the warprone attitude of the Yemeni
rivals, particularly the Houthi
group.”
And while the truce has
brought immense relief to civilians, it has not helped build robust rapprochement between
the rival sides.
“The level of trust between
the Yemeni government and
the Houthi group has not improved throughout the ceasefire. Therefore, instability will
continue to grip Yemen as both

sides have almost equal military power,” al-Samei said.
A return to full-blown war
cannot entirely be ruled out,
considering the complexity of
the conflict.
Amr al-Bidh, a member
of the Southern Transitional
Council, a nominal ally of the
government which, however,
has been pushing for self-rule
in southern Yemen, told reporters during a visit to London last week that the truce
may be extended.
“But at the same time, the
war is coming. The preparation for war is happening,” he
said. “I think it would be naive
not to prepare for war with the
Houthis.”
For their part, the Houthis have repeatedly expressed
their dissatisfaction with the
way the truce has been implemented, accusing the Saudi-led

coalition and the internationally recognised government of
not fulfilling their obligations.
On Thursday, just days
before the expiration of the
truce, Yemen’s Presidential
Leadership Council, the UNrecognised authority in Yemen,
replaced the country’s defence
minister, a decision that some
observers say could signal a
shift in strategy.
Political analysts also
hailed the truce as a diplomatic
success but cautioned that the
roots of the conflict have not
been fully addressed.
“Without disarming all militias in Yemen and restoring
the legitimate authority, any
truce extension or agreement
will not serve the national interest of the country in the
long-term,” Adel Dashela, a
Yemeni political researcher
and author, told Al Jazeera.

VIRUS OUTBREAK

India has confirmed its first
monkeypox death, a young
man in the southern state of
Kerala, in what is only the
fourth known death from the
disease in the current outbreak.
The death, reported on
Monday, is the first in Asia.
Last week, Spain reported two
monkeypox-related deaths and
Brazil its first.
The World Health Organization declared the outbreak

a global health emergency on
July 23.
The 22-year-old Indian
man died on Saturday, Kerala’s
revenue minister told reporters, adding that the government had isolated 21 people
who had come in contact with
him.
“The person reached Kerala
on July 21 but visited a hospital
only on July 26 when he displayed fatigue and fever,” Minister K Rajan said, adding that
there was no reason to panic as

Myanmar junta
extends state of
emergency

Tehran: Several members
of a Baha’i religious group
were arrested by the Iranian
secret service on suspicion
of spying for Israel, the secret
service announced in a press
statement to national broadcaster IRIB on Monday. According to the statement, the
group had worked for a “Zionist organization,” collecting
and passing on information,
and tried to convert children
in schools and pre-schools to
their own faith. There were no
further details given regarding
the arrested individuals, but it
is assumed they are Iranians.
Unlike the Jewish and Christian faiths, the Baha’i religion
is not recognized by Iran and
therefore may not be practised. (dpa)

Bangkok: Myanmar’s junta
has extended the state of
emergency in the country for
another six months until February 2023. Military junta chief
Min Aung Hlaing stressed at a
meeting of the Security Council
that the measure was necessary to restore peace and
order, the state-run newspaper
Global New Light of Myanmar
reported on Monday. According
to the newspaper, the military
also held out the prospect of
elections, but did not give a
date. Myanmar has been in political turmoil since February 1,
when ousted leader Aung San
Suu Kyi was arrested, hours
before the military overthrew
the country’s democratically
elected civilian leaders and
returned to military rule. (dpa)

Indonesian tourism
workers strike over $252
Komodo Island entry fee
dpa

India confirms Asia’s first monkeypox death
Agencies

Iran arrests Baha’i
members accused
of spying for Israel

none of the primary contacts
was showing symptoms.Monkeypox Kerala’s health minister,
Veena George, told reporters
on Sunday that the man’s family informed authorities that
he had tested positive in the
United Arab Emirates before
returning to India.
India’s federal health ministry had no comment on the
death, except for saying that
the government had formed a
task force of senior officials to
monitor monkeypox cases in

the country, where local media
have reported at least five infections.
The WHO said late last
month that 78 countries had
reported more than 18,000
cases of monkeypox, the majority in Europe.
It says the monkeypox virus
causes a disease with less severe symptoms than smallpox
and occurs mainly in central
and west Africa. The disease
is transmitted from animals to
humans.

Jakarta

Indonesian tourism operators and workers started a onemonth strike on Monday over
a steep increase to the entry
fee for Komodo Island, home
to the giant lizards known as
Komodo dragons.
Authorities in East Nusa
Tenggara province began imposing an annual fee of 3.75
million rupiah ($252) to enter
Komodo Island on August 1.
Previously, domestic visitors were charged $5 per entry
and foreigners had to pay $10
but the only ticket available
now is the full annual fee. The
government is aiming to limit

visitors as part of conservation
efforts.
The workers are demanding the old fee structure be
restored.
“Many tourists have cancelled their bookings because
of the new fee,” said Eras Tengajo, a member of the Forum
to Save Tourism in Labuan
Bajo, a coastal town on Flores
Island where visitors to Komodo island often stay.
“Twenty-four tourism associations and local people
have agreed to go on a onemonth strike starting today,”
he told dpa.
“All tourism places including hotels are closed and boats
are not operating,” he said.

Lanka protesters divided on leaving camp amid crackdown
Agencies

Anti-government demonstrators shout slogans during a protest in
front of the Fort Railway Station in Colombo recently. (AFP)

The mainly youth-led protest movement in crisis-hit Sri
Lanka is divided on whether
to withdraw from a sea-facing
camp they set up months ago
near the presidential secretariat in capital Colombo.
The GotaGoGama camp,
also called Galle Face Green,
is the epicentre of the protests
in Sri Lanka that started more
than 100 days ago to demand
the removal of the then-government over the country’s
worst economic crisis in seven
decades.
At their peak, the protests
saw tens of thousands of people occupying important government buildings for days,
forcing President Gotabaya
Rajapaksa to flee the country

and resign.
Six-time Prime Minister
Ranil Wickremesinghe was
elected the new president, despite the protesters demanding the entire ruling elite quit.
The debate within the protest movement on wrapping
up the camp was triggered by
a violent crackdown by the
Sri Lankan security forces 10
days ago. Many protest leaders were arrested, their tents
destroyed and the area cordoned off.
Several ministers in the
government have also called
for the removal of protesters
from the camp.
Speaking in Parliament
last week, Urban Development Minister Prasanna Ranatunga said the allocated
protest site should be moved

to another location as Galle
Face is an economic hub.
Following his remarks
and due to continuous arrest
and intimidation of protest
leaders, some protesters have
already moved out, Shabeer
Mohamed, one of the leaders
of the protest movement, told
Al Jazeera.
“Some others who love
GotaGoGama and the groups
backed by certain political
parties are still there,” he
added.
A popular library at the
camp is among some of the
tents that was removed by the
protesters.
Melani Gunathilake, another protest leader, told Al
Jazeera that only the regular
visitors to the camp are leaving and not the “residents of

GotaGoGama”.
“Some people are also
scared due to various threats
but the permanent residents
of GotaGoGama have decided
to stay,” she said.
Vimukthi Dushantha, a
convener of the Black Cap
movement, says his group
decided to leave the village to
launch their next phase of the
struggle, which he said was titled “Aragalaya 4.0” after the
Sinhala word for “struggle”.
“Our main slogan at GotaGoGama was for Gotabya to
leave. Now he is gone,” he told
Al Jazeera.
“We believe the role of GotaGoGama as the centre of the
protest is now over. The next
phase of the protest should
focus on introducing political,
social and economic reforms.”
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Opinion
Biden, Democrats
Are Tempting Fate By
Dragging Their Feet
On Judicial Vacancies

E

ven as Democrats reel from
draconian impact of Republicans’ success at stacking the
US Supreme Court, the Biden administration is in danger of leaving scores of lower-court federal
judgeships vacant by the end of
this year — at which point, a Republican Senate might be in place
to continue pushing the bench far
to the right of America.
The reasons for the delays include hesitancy from the Biden
administration and top Democrats to strain procedural norms
— unwritten rules and standards
of conduct that Republicans have
in fact already torched. This is one
area where the White House and
the slim Democratic Senate majority can and should act unilaterally, and immediately, before it’s
too late.
Under the Constitution, federal judges are nominated by the
president and confirmed or rejected by the Senate. That fairly
simple principle is more complicated in practice, with a process
of Senate-made rules and traditional norms long guiding how
the process is carried out. For
example, presidents traditionally
let senators recommend which
judges should be nominated to
fill vacancies in their home states,
through what’s known as a “blue
slip” process.
But norms in general related
to judicial appointees — like so
many other political norms today — have been so frequently
violated by Republicans that it’s
folly for Democrats to damage
their own agenda out of respect
for them.
The ultimate example, of
course, is Senate Minority Leader

Mitch McConnell’s hypocritical
schemes to stack the Supreme
Court, holding one vacancy open
for the last 11 months of Barack
Obama’s presidency and denying
his right to fill it, then ramming
through confirmation of Donald
Trump’s final nominee shortly
before Trump’s own term ended.
By breaking long-standing norms
(and then breaking even his own
new, made-up standards), McConnell engineered the Supreme
Court conservative supermajority
that is now imposing its ideology
regarding abortion rights, guns,
the environment and more.
What often looks like haplessness from the Biden administration and top Democrats is actually something more admirable:
a desire to adhere to norms and
operate fairly, even in the face of
an opposing party that no longer
does either. This is why, for example, some leading Democrats
continue to resist calls to do away
with the blue-slip process and
take other steps that would allow
the White House and the Democratic Senate to more quickly fill
all remaining vacancies before
Republicans’ expected takeover
in January.
That tradition-busting reluctance should stop, and the party
should do whatever it legally can
to fill every vacancy as soon as
possible. America’s political system is deeply dysfunctional right
now. Balancing out GOP radicalism on the bench with more responsible judges where possible
won’t be a cure-all, but it’s a far
better strategy than allowing the
party that is the source of the dysfunction to inherit those empty
seats.
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US Third Parties Aren’t
Always Pointless
Independent presidential candidates have often had an impact under circumstances
similar to 2024. But the latest effort, unfurled this week, looks pretty feeble

A

Jonathan Bernstein

s third-party launches go, it’s
rare to have one with as little intuitive appeal as that of
the Forward Party, Andrew
Yang’s latest attempt to draw
attention to himself. Yang is joined
by former New Jersey Gov. Christine
Todd Whitman and by David Jolly,
who was a Republican member of
the House of Representatives from
Florida for two terms. Whitman and
Jolly were moderate Republicans
whose party no longer has any use
for moderates; Yang ran for president in 2020 and then for mayor of
New York City last year without making much of a mark. In addition to a
lack of star power, the new party also
features no issue agenda.
It’s hard to figure out just who
exactly the voter pool for this effort
might be.
The 2024 presidential election
may be a good opportunity for an independent campaign. It’s implausible
that such a candidate would win the
presidency, but making enough noise
to be noticed isn’t rare; it happened
during the 20th century in 1912, 1948,
1968, 1980, 1992 and 1996.
All those efforts except the last
one — Ross Perot’s second run — had
one thing in common: They were
all launched against an unpopular
incumbent president who was running for reelection (although in 1968,
President Lyndon Johnson wound
up dropping out of his bid for a second full term). If President Joe Biden
remains unpopular and continues
running for another term well into
2023, that would set up the same circumstance.
There’s no guarantee it will happen; it didn’t, for example, in 2020,
when President Donald Trump was
unpopular and on the ballot. Someone who can capture public attention has to step up. After all, there
are always lots of independent and
third-party candidates running for
president; it’s just that most of them
remain unknown and get very few
votes.
The obvious wild card in the
2024 contest is Trump. Normally,
unpopular incumbents leave room
for independent candidates because
voters who would normally support
the incumbent party aren’t thrilled
about doing so, while voters who
tend to support the out-party have

New York mayoral candidate Andrew Yang speaks to members of the media along Canal Street in Chinatown, New York City.
no particular attachment to the
nominee, and might be inclined to
give an outsider a look. If Trump is
the Republican nominee, that process may not play out as it normally
does, since most voters would begin
the campaign with very strong opinions about the outcome. There’s also
a possibility that Trump could wind
up running as an independent if the
Republican Party refuses to nominate him.
None of the noteworthy thirdparty efforts of the 20th century
generated viable political parties,
and Yang, Whitman and Jolly aren’t
likely to establish anything lasting
even if they find a popular candidate
to run in 2024. Some political scientists will tell you that the structure of
US elections makes viable third parties hopeless, but others argue otherwise and they seem to have plenty
of evidence on their side. Not only
do multiple parties successfully elect
legislators in Canada and the UK, but
the US in the 19th century had similar results.
Generally, however, the best advice for new parties would be to start
locally or regionally, not nationally,
and to organize around policies that
the current two-party system excludes from consideration. Just the
fact that Democrats and Republicans

hold almost all offices is not a promising organizing issue, since it’s hard to
believe that many voters actually care.
Even a well-focused party faces
significant hurdles. Media norms
and, in many locations, election law
is set up to minimize the chances of
third parties. Perhaps a new group
could organize its own party-aligned
media, but the same market and tech
situation that makes it easy to set up
a web page or social media network
or streaming channel (at least compared to how things were in much of
the 20th century) also make it hard to
imagine those start-up efforts yielding a vigorous party.
It’s not just rules and habits. The
major US parties have proven to be
good at absorbing new groups and
new policy ideas (sometimes, to be
sure, pushed along by short-lived
third-party efforts). And that leads
to the argument for the two-party
system, as long as both parties are
functioning well. As long as the
Democrats and the Republicans are
permeable, so that there’s a low bar
for newly activated citizens to have
a voice in party affairs, the need for
multiple parties isn’t strong.
And while that hasn’t always been
the case in US history, it is a fairly
strong tendency. Open nominations
with self-chosen candidates, formal

party organizations that are easy to
join and informal party networks
that welcome the like-minded combine to give new groups the chance
to meaningfully participate. And that
tends to reduce the fuel needed for
new parties.
As for the Forward Party? My favorite part of its rollout was the complaint that Democrats and Republicans are too extreme on questions of
gun safety. Its claim that the “far left”
wants to “confiscate all guns” overlooks the fact that most Democratic
elected officials actually don’t, and
have supported far more moderate
policies. Nor do Republicans line up
uniformly behind what Yang, Whitman and Jolly call the “far right’s
insistence on eliminating gun laws.”
Congress just passed, and Biden just
signed, a compromise gun bill. That
hardly proves that a new party isn’t
needed. But one might think the advocates could at least cite actual examples of irreconcilable extremism.
Oh well. At least they aren’t
complaining that the current parties could never agree to support the
semiconductor industry or fund basic
science research. Yet.
(Jonathan Bernstein is a
Bloomberg Opinion columnist
covering politics and policy. )

Blame Doctors’ Pandemic Policies For Part Of
The Drop In Kids Getting Childhood Vaccines

I

Cynthia M Allen

’m not alone when I confess
that the COVID era wreaked
havoc on my kids’ annual pediatrician visits.
In the early months of the
pandemic, when the virus was still
a big unknown and doctors’ offices
were trying to limit contacts, our
long-scheduled well-check visits
were all canceled by our doctors.
Later, pediatric office policies
that allowed only one parent to accompany one child per visit, made
going to the doctor a nearly impossible task.
It often required a baby sitter
or some other form of hard-to-find
child care, and that typically meant
those appointments also needed to
be rescheduled at least once. And
every parent knows that many of
these visits need to be set many
months in advance. Even three
years later, the insistence by some
medical offices that we wrangle a

screaming toddler into an all-butuseless face covering has made
going to the doctor as daunting
for the parent as the child and understandably something we might
want to delay.
But pandemic-era doctors’ appointments that were missed or
repeatedly delayed often meant
that for many kids, vaccines for ordinary childhood illness were too.
That was predictable and understandable. And vaccination
rates have largely rebounded as
the pandemic has waned. That’s a
good thing.
If there’s any decline or stagnation in the rate of children who
are up-to-date on their normal vaccine schedule, doctors are quick to
blame an increase in vaccine hesitancy driven by misinformation
and questions about the COVID-19
vaccine — which has had remarkably slow uptake for the youngest
kids.
They cast aspersions on igno-

rant parents and social-media misinformation campaigns, But they
seldom acknowledge their own
role in creating an environment
in which parents are increasingly
wary about the accuracy of the information they are receiving from
health care professionals.

They seem to have memoryholed the months of public health
officials telling us things that ended up not being true.
Like the initial claims that the
vaccines prevented infection and
stopped the spread of COVID.
The vaccines prevented serious

illness and hospitalization and
minimized, but did not stop, contagiousness.
Now, they are finally acknowledging that the likelihood of contracting COVID, even after four
shots, is probably inevitable, a
fact punctuated by President Joe
Biden’s recent bouts with illness.
The president, whose age
makes him high-risk (unlike most
children), thankfully appears to
be weathering COVID, even after
a “rebound” infection. But there
is no way of knowing for certain if
that is a function of his many vaccine shots, use of the drug Paxlovid
or the mild nature of the variant he
contracted.
The continued insistence of
public health officials that masking and ever-more boosters are
needed to end the spread of a virus
that most of us have had and survived has a hollowness that rightly
makes people more skeptical of the
medical information we are receiv-

ing.
And that skepticism has understandably trickled down into
the daily medical choices we make,
even things such as traditional
childhood vaccines that never once
gave most of us a second thought.
As the recent revelatory review by University College London
which pushed back on long-held
belief that depression is caused by
a serotonin imbalance in the brain
has demonstrated, medical knowledge is in constant flux.
Science, as they say, is seldom
settled, and doctors and health officials would better serve the public
by regularly saying so.
It would be good for doctors
and parents to have a more open
and honest dialogue about even
routine medical practices and procedures.
It would certainly increase my
confidence in getting our wellcheck appointments back on the
calendar.
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Kosovo postpones planned border rules after rise in tensions
dpa
Pristina

Kosovo has postponed the
introduction of new rules for
its border crossing with Serbia after tensions rose in the
region.
Kosovo’s Prime Minister
Albin Kurti tweeted in the
early hours of Monday that
Pristina had agreed with international partners to suspend
the measures, which had been
due to take effect at the end of
Sunday, for 30 days.
Pristina police earlier said
Serb militants had blocked ac-

cess to two border crossings
in northern Kosovo, which is
predominantly populated by
Serbs, and that unidentified
perpetrators fired shots at
Kosovar officers. No one was
injured.
Kurti said that the rules
on car licence plates and entry-exit documents at border
crossings would be paused
on the condition that all
barricades are removed and
freedom of movement is restored.
Kosovo’s government said
it “forcefully condemns” the
obstruction of roads in the

north and the firing of weapons there, and pointed to Belgrade’s authorities as responsible for “multiple aggressive
acts” perpetrated on Sunday
afternoon and evening.
Kosovar authorities had
planned to stop recognizing
Serbian identity documents
as of Monday, a move it sees
as a reciprocal action. Serbia
already requires Kosovans entering Serbia to obtain provisional documents, as Serbian
authorities do not recognize
Kosovar documents.
The NATO mission in Kosovo, KFOR, said it was moni-

US NATO soldiers serving in Kosovo patrol next to a road barricade set
up by ethnic Serbs near the town of Zubin Potok on Monday. (AFP)
toring the situation closely
and is prepared to intervene
“if stability is jeopardized.”

The KFOR mission is focused
on the daily implementation
of its UN mandate to ensure a

Widespread relief

First ship carrying Ukrainian
grain leaves port of Odessa
dpa
Istanbul

A ship carrying grain has left
the Ukrainian port of Odessa
for the first time since the start
of the war, prompting a sigh of
relief from the West and the
countries that brokered the
deal to end the blockade.
The cargo ship Razoni,
loaded with 26,000 tons of
maize and sailing under the
flag of Sierra Leone, left the
Ukrainian port 48 minutes later than scheduled on Monday
morning.
The Razoni is the first ship
to leave the port of Odessa since
Russia invaded Ukraine on
February 24. It is to continue to
Lebanon after inspection in Istanbul, a blueprint that authorities in those countries hope will
also work for future shipments.
Ukraine and Russia signed
a deal along with the UN and
Turkey to export the grain
from three Ukrainian Black Sea
ports. Both countries were key
suppliers of foodstuffs around
the world before the war.
In the aftermath, many
countries began boycotting
Russian goods, while Ukrainian
goods became inaccessible because of Russian control of the
Black Sea.
The vessel is heading for
Lebanon, but must first navigate a special sea corridor near
the Ukrainian coast that could
contain mines. It is expected
to reach the Bosporus Strait on
Tuesday, where it is scheduled
to undergo an inspection by
representatives of the parties
that brokered the deal.
Turkish Foreign Minister
Mevlüt Çavusoglu wrote on
Twitter that he hoped exports

The Sierra Leone-flagged dry cargo ship Razoni, carrying a cargo of 26,000 tonnes of corn, departs from the Black Sea port of Odessa on
Monday. (afp)
would now continue without
interruptions or problems and
that “the agreement will lead to
a ceasefire and lasting peace.”
Ukraine, Russia, NATO and the
European Union all welcomed
the ship’s departure, hailing it
as an important step towards
improving food security worldwide.
“Today, Ukraine, together
with partners, is taking another
step towards preventing hunger
in the world,” Ukrainian Infrastructure Minister Oleksandr
Kubrakov announced on Facebook on Monday.
“This is a good opportunity
for testing the effectiveness of
the functioning of mechanisms

that were agreed during the negotiations in Istanbul,” Kremlin
spokesman Dmitri Peskov said,
according to the Interfax news
agency.
“We hope that the agreements will be fulfilled by all
sides and that the mechanisms
function effectively,” Peskov
said.
Russia has been accused of
blocking the exports and weaponizing hunger amid a looming
food crisis. Moscow denies it
is responsible for soaring food
prices, instead blaming Western sanctions on Russia.
NATO Secretary General
Jens Stoltenberg thanked Turkey for its “pivotal role” in the

Hundreds of firefighters battle
blazes in Czech park, France
dpa
Prague

The number of firefighters
battling to contain a forest fire
in the Czech Republic’s Bohemian Switzerland National
Park has increased from 150 to
900, while 670 firefighters are
engaged in fighting a wildfire in
southern France.
The Bohemian Switzerland
National Park in the west of the
Czech Republic is near the border to Germany, where forest
fires are also burning.
“Our goal is to reduce the
affected area as much as possible,” a spokesman told public
television CT of the fire, which
currently covers about 1,000
hectares of land.
The fire is still not under
control a week after it broke
out. Problematic areas included
the so-called Deep Valley and
the cliffs above the border town
of Hrensko, the spokesperson
said.
On the Czech side, about
250 fire-fighting vehicles as
well as six helicopters and five
fire-fighting planes were on
standby.
There was good news for the
almost 100 residents of the mu-

A child cools off at a water fountain in downtown Nîmes in southern
France as a heat wave hits France on Monday. (AFP)
nicipality of Vysoka Lipa, who
were brought to safety from the
approaching flames. They were
able to return to their homes.
Concerns are growing in
Hrensko that the summer tourism season may be lost. Normally, around 400,000 people
take part in trips on the Kamnitz
through the Edmundsklamm, a
rocky gorge, every year.
Meanwhile in Aubais in
southern France, a fire erupted
suddenly on Sunday and quickly spread to an area of 370 hectares, fire brigade spokesperson
William Borelly told the broadcaster Franceinfo.
The fire caused the A9 freeway to be closed for three hours

and destroyed two storage
sheds and a mobile home.
The fire had been brought
under control by Monday
morning and, thanks to the efforts of the firefighters, no other
houses were destroyed.
Extinguishing all the pockets of embers completely will
still take days, Borelly said.
Nine firefighters suffered
injuries in the course of the
operation, with one seriously
injured.
A further fire near Marseilles has also been brought
under control, according to
Franceinfo, but traffic on the
nearby A7 freeway was still affected on Monday.

safe and secure environment
and freedom of movement for
everyone in Kosovo, it said in a
statement.
EU foreign affairs chief
Josep Borrell and US ambassador to Kosovo Jeff Hovenier
earlier expressed support for
delaying the measures.
Borrell welcomed the
move, tweeting that all blockades were expected to be removed immediately. He said
outstanding issues should be
resolve through EU-mediated
dialogue.
Normalizing relations between Kosovo and Serbia is es-

sential for their EU integration
paths, he said.
Russia, considered an ally
of Serbia, meanwhile accused
Kosovo of “provocations.”
Russian Foreign Ministry
spokeswoman Maria Zakharova said Sunday evening that
the events were proof of the
failure of the EU’s mediation
efforts.
Russia has repeatedly accused EU states of failing in
its years of mediation over
Ukraine and framed it as a
justification for Moscow’s
invasion of its neighbour in
February.

Biden urges Russia
to resume work
on nuclear arms
control with US
dpa
Beijing

President Joe Biden has
called on Russia to demonstrate that it is ready to resume work on nuclear arms
control with the United
States.
Biden made this call in
a statement issued ahead of
the 10th Review Conference
of the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons New York will host the
Review Conference to be held
from Monday to August 26.
The Conference was postponed from 2020 due to Covid-19 restrictions.
In their first meeting in
Geneva in June last year, with
the aim of reducing the risk
of armed conflicts and the
threat of nuclear war, Biden
and his Russian counterpart
Vladimir Putin agreed to begin an integrated bilateral
Strategic Stability Dialogue
in the near future.
Biden said that his administration, which has prioritized reducing the role
of nuclear weapons in its
national security strategy,
renews its commitment to
the world to be a responsible
steward of its nuclear arsenal, and to continue working
toward the ultimate goal of a
world without nuclear weapons, at this Conference.
Biden made it clear that
his Administration is ready
to expeditiously negotiate a
new arms control framework
to replace New START when
it expires in 2026.
“But negotiation requires
a willing partner operating in
good faith.
And Russia’s brutal and
unprovoked aggression in

Ukraine has shattered peace
in Europe and constitutes an
attack on fundamental tenets
of international order,” he
added.Biden reminded China
that it also has a responsibility as an NPT nuclear weapons state and a member of
the P5 to engage in talks that
will reduce the risk of miscalculation and address destabilizing military dynamics.
In an unprecedented
move earlier this year, five
powerful nuclear-weapon nations had pledged not to fight

Joe Biden (AFP)
a nuclear war, and agreed
that a further spread of nuclear arms should be avoided.
The five countries, China,
France, Russia, Britain and
the United States, are known
as the P5.
Biden revealed that a
proposal has been developed
to secure a mutual return to
full implementation of the
Joint Comprehensive Plan
of Action to ensure that Iran
does not acquire a nuclear
weapon.
Washington is working
closely with the International
Atomic Energy Agency to ensure the AUKUS partnership
among Australia, the United
Kingdom, and the United
States meets the highest nonproliferation standards.

negotiations. “I welcome the
first shipment of Ukrainian
grain from Odessa under the
UN-brokered deal. I thank our
ally Turkey for its pivotal role,”
Stoltenberg tweeted.
“NATO allies strongly support the full implementation of
the deal to ease the global food
crisis caused by Russia’s war in
Ukraine,” he added.
An EU spokesman said
it was the “first step towards
mitigating the global food crisis.” “We look forward to the
implementation of the whole
deal and resumption of Ukrainian exports to the customers
all around the world,” EU foreign affairs spokesperson Peter

Stano said.
More than 20 million tons
of grain from last year’s harvest
are still awaiting export, according data from Ukraine.
Food from Ukraine is urgently needed on the world market
- especially in Asia, Africa and
the Middle East
The United Nations recently warned of the greatest
famine in decade There has
been gradual progress on implementing the agreement so
far, with a control centre for
the grain exports opened in
Istanbul last week. The centre
will be staffed by representatives from Ukraine, Russia, the
UN and Turkey.

Trial for murder
of 9-yr-old girl
begins in UK

Britain records over 3,600
migrant crossings in July

PA Media/dpa

dpa

London

London

A man accused of murdering a
9-year-old girl who was found
stabbed in the street has been
remanded into custody by a
district judge in the eastern
English town of Boston in the
county of Lincolnshire.
Deividas Skebas was arrested on Saturday after a CCTV
appeal following the death of
Lilia Valutyte on Thursday.
The 22-year-old appeared
at Lincoln Magistrates’ Court
on Monday where he spoke
only to confirm his name, address and date of birth during
a two-minute hearing.
Skebas, who was wearing a
grey tracksuit, was told by District Judge Peter Deits that the
offence he is facing “is the most
serious offence anyone can face
in court.”
Lilia died after suffering
what is believed to be a stab
wound in Fountain Lane, Boston, at about 6:20 pm (1720
GMT).
Lincolnshire Police previously said Lilia’s parents are
being supported by specially
trained officers.

More than 3,600 migrants
crossed the English Channel to
arrive in Britain in the month of
July, the highest monthly total
this year.
Some 3,683 made the
crossing on 90 boats in the 31day period, with journeys taking place on 20 of those days,
according to PA news agency
analysis of government figures.
It comes as crossings resumed on Monday amid reports the Home Secretary
could
announce
another
multimillion-pound deal with
France in a bid to curb Channel
crossings.
British Home Secretary
Priti Patel is intending to pay
the French government tens
of millions of pounds for more
beach patrols and surveillance
equipment, in addition to more
than £80 million ($98 milion)
already provided over the last
few years, according to newspaper The Times.
It is more than three months
since Patel unveiled plans to
send migrants to Rwanda to try
to deter people from making

the crossing to Britain.
Since then, 11,131 people
have reached Britain via the
Channel crossing.
Several hundred migrants,
including young children, are
estimated to have been brought
ashore in Ramsgate on Monday.
Large groups of people, including some wrapped in blankets, were seen leaving the Kent
port on a double decker bus.
No arrivals were recorded
on Sunday but on Saturday 460
people made the crossing in 12
boats, the highest daily figure
since 445 were recorded on
July 11, making it the sixth time
this year the figure has topped
400.
April 13 remains the highest
figure so far in 2022 (651).
Of the 16,389 people who
have made the journey so far
this year, the second highest
month for crossings was 3,139
in June and the third highest
was 3,074 in March, according
to official Home Office figures
for the first quarter of the year
and subsequent provisional
data collected by the Ministry
of Defence (MoD).
Using small boats such as

dinghies to navigate the narrow, but dangerous stretch of
water, 2,884 made the crossing
in May 2, 143 in April 1, 322 in
January and 144 in February.
The highest month on record since 2018 is November
2021 when 6,971 crossings took
place.
On April 14 Patel signed
what she described as a “worldfirst” agreement with Rwanda
under which the east African
nation will receive migrants
deemed by the UK to have arrived “illegally”, and who are
therefore inadmissible under
new immigration rules.
But the first deportation
flight - due to take off on June
14 - was grounded amid legal
challenges.
Several asylum seekers, the
Public and Commercial Services union and charities Care4Calais, Detention Action and
Asylum Aid are challenging the
legality of the Home Office policy, with the next court hearings
due in September and October.
Migrant arrivals have
been diverted from Dover to
Ramsgate since Thursday while
heavy traffic on the roads and at
sea was anticipated.

AAB workshop for Toyota
commercial vehicles
promises quick
turnaround time PAGE 10
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Strong H1 results
continue to lift
QSE index higher
SATYENDRA PATHAK
DOHA

QATAR’S stock market gained
for the second day this trading week thanks to strong local fundamentals and company earnings in in the first
half 2022.
The general index of the
Qatar Stock Exchange (QSE)
recorded an increase of 99.08
points, or 0.74 percent, to
reach 13,469.110 points on
Monday.
During
today’s
session, 390.121 million shares
were traded, with a value of
QR999.856 million as a result
of implementing 24,521 deals
in all sectors.
In the session, the shares
of 27 companies rose, while
the prices of 15 companies
decreased, and three companies maintained their previous
closing price.
At the end of the trading
session, the market capitalization reached QR743.013 billion compared to the last trading session, which amounted
to QR734.94 billion.
The gain was mainly led by
Qatar National Bank (QNB),
the Gulf region’s biggest lender, rising 1.4 percent for the
day.

The market capitalization of QSE reached QR743.013 billion at the
end of the trading session on Monday.

Qatar Cinema net profit rises 22% in H1
Net profit of Qatar Cinema & Film Distribution Company rose by
22 percent in the first half of 2022 to reach QR1.819 million
in comparison to a net profit of QR1.489 million for the same
period of the previous year.
The earnings per share (EPS) amounted to QR0.029 as of
June 30, 2022, against Earnings per share (EPS) of QR 0.024
for the same period in 2021. Qatar Cinema was established in
1970 with a capital of QR 62.807 million.
Out of the seven sector
indices, four indices closed in
the positive territory. The real
estate sector, which gained
almost 2 percent on the back
of an almost 10 percent rise
in Ezdan Real Estate, was the
best performing sector index
for the day.
The day saw Estithmar
Holding announcing the signing of a liquidity provision

agreement with QNB Financial Services, starting August
1, 2022.
Meanwhile, GCC stock
markets moved mostly positively thanks to strong local
fundamentals and earnings.
Markets in the region could,
however, feel some pressure
from falling energy prices and
deteriorating global economic
conditions.

Qatar First Bank Holds its
Extraordinary General Meeting
Q
atar First Bank LLC (Public)
(“QFB” or the “Bank”), held its
Extraordinary General Meeting
(EGM) on Monday, 01 August 2022 and
approved all agenda items.
The EGM, chaired by QFB’s Vice
Chairman Mr. Mohammed Yousef Al
Mana, was held virtually via Zoom. In
attendance were members of QFB’s
board of directors (the “Board”), shareholders, and the Bank’s senior management team.
The EGM ratified all agenda items,
including the change of the name of the
Bank to “Lesha Bank” and authorized
the Chairman of the Board to take all
necessary actions related to the Bank’s
new name to make any necessary adjustments to the new name, logo, trademark, domain, website, or emails of the
Bank, as well as the names of the Bank’s
subsidiaries. The shareholders also authorized the Chairman of the Board
to sign any agreements, applications,
amendments, adjustments, authorizations, or any other documents required
by any authority or private institution
for the purpose of adopting the Bank’s
new name, subsidiaries’ names, logo,
trademark, domain, email modifications
and website.
Attendees at the EGM also discussed
and approved, subject to obtaining all
relevant regulatory approvals, the proposed changes to the Bank’s articles of
association (“AOA”).
The shareholders authorized the
Chairman to sign the amended AOA of
the Bank’s subsidiaries to reflect the new
subsidiaries’ names and make necessary
amendments if requested by the regulators as well as perform all acts required

QFB Chairman Sheikh Faisal bin Thani Al Thani

QFB Vice Chairman Mohammed Yousef Al Mana

to register all of the amended AOA with
the relevant authorities including, but
not limited to the Qatar Financial Center (QFC) and the Qatar Financial Markets Authority (QFMA).
The EGM also authorized the Board
to explore and enter new investment opportunities in the health sector or any
other sectors resulting in potential acquisitions of shares in other companies
through the Bank’s subsidiaries and approve any transactions in this sector or
any other sector. Chairman is further authorized to amend the AOA of the Bank
to reflect the above authorization as
part of the powers granted to the Board
in the AOA and make any necessary
amendments if requested by the regulators and perform all acts for the purpose
of the registration of the amended AOA
with the relevant authorities including
but not limited to QFC and the QFMA.

QFB Chairman H.E. Sheikh Faisal
bin Thani Al Thani commented: “EGM
has been concluded after successfully
approving all items of the agenda including the decision to rebrand which
will support the Bank’s future growth.
Over the past years, QFB continued
its way forward with the new business
strategy, achieving remarkable results
which boosted the Bank’s position in
Qatar. QFB registered a turnaround financial performance, as well as a more
diversified investment portfolio and stable income, leading the Bank to a profitable position during the critical shift to
our new strategic direction.”
Qatar First Bank LLC (Public) is
the first independent Shari’a compliant bank authorized by the QFC Regulatory Authority (QFCRA) and a listed
entity on the Qatar Stock Exchange
(QSE: QFBQ).
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Japan gov’t panel to propose another record minimum-wage hike
Agencies
A Japanese government panel
is expected to propose raising
the average minimum wage
for fiscal 2022 by a record
¥30 or more from ¥930 ($7)
an hour, sources familiar with
the plan said Monday, as the
country battles accelerating
inflation.
The focal point of discussion at the panel is how much
the recent rise in inflation
should be taken into account,
with representatives from labor and management failing
to reach an agreement at the
previous round of discussions

late July.
The labor side is calling
for a big increase in minimum
pay as the cost of living is rising while the management
side, which is struggling with
surging costs, has stressed the
need for careful consideration.
The subcommittee of
the labor ministry’s Central
Minimum Wages Council is
scheduled to meet again later
Monday to decide on the exact
amount of increase.
Last year, the council proposed the minimum wage for
all workers, including parttimers and contract workers,

Autonomous snack
car now testing in
Japan’s Chiba City
Agencies
Japan certainly is a country full of vending machines. In fact, there is said
to be one vending machine
for every 34 people living
here.
Kyocera Communication Systems is now working on an unmanned vending machine on wheels so to
speak. The as yet unnamed
machine is about the size of
a very small car, 2.5 meters
in length, 1.3 meters wide,
and up to two meters tall.
Without any driver it
will cruise a predetermined
route on city streets, especially around areas that
might need it like public
parks or apartment complexes. After getting stocked
with hot or cold beverages
and temperature sensitive
snacks like chocolate and
jelly, it will move at about 15
kilometers per hour and sell
its goods via the attached
touch panel and a smartphone payment system.
With the cooperation
of Chiba City and approval
by the Kanto Transport

Bureau, this little car will
putt around the Wakaba
3-Chome district of Chiba,
five days a week including weekends, between the
hours of 10 a.m. and 6 p.m.
First it will scoot around
the perimeter of the Aeon
Style Makuhari Bay Park
shopping center, then do a
lap around the cigar-shaped
Wakaba 3-Chome Park
while also swinging by large
condominium complexes
located on each side of it.
However, since this is a
trial run, service times will
be irregular and trips will
be called off during inclement weather or if the car requires maintenance. Also,
even though the vehicle is
autonomous, it will be constantly monitored and immediately overridden in the
event it is about to have an
accident or be hijacked by
snack-marauders.
Nevertheless, for the
time it’s active, Kyocera’s
snack and drink car will certainly bring an added touch
of high-tech convenience to
an already very convenient
country.

India facing no risk of recession
or stagflation, says Sitharaman
Agencies
India is facing no risk of recession or stagflation as macroeconomic
fundamentals
of the economy are strong,
Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman
said
on
Monday.
Replying to a debate on
price rise in the Lok Sabha,
she said the GST collection
and Purchasing Managers’ Index (PMI) are indicating that
the Indian economy is getting
more robust.
The GST collection rose 28
per cent to touch the secondhighest level of Rs 1.49 lakh
crore in July. GST, introduced
in July 2017, touched a record
high of Rs 1.68 lakh crore in
April 2022.
This is the sixth time that
the monthly GST collection
crossed the Rs 1.40-lakhcrore mark since the inception of Goods and Services
Tax and the fifth month at a
stretch since March 2022, she
said.
She also said that the
banking sector in the country
is also healthy compared to
other countries.
Gross NPAs of scheduled commercial banks have

be raised by a record ¥28 to
¥930.
Japan has seen wages
grow but the pace of increase
is seen as tepid. Meanwhile,
Russia’s war in Ukraine since
late February has sent energy,
raw material and food prices
rising globally and core consumer inflation in Japan has
topped 2 percent in recent
months, pressuring households.
Once the advisory panel
sets a national target, local
panels will decide on their
minimum wage amounts,
which will then be adopted
around October.

Prime Minister Fumio
Kishida is calling for more
investment in people as he focuses on redistribution under
his slogan of creating a “new
capitalism.” The government
is aiming to increase the minimum wage across the nation
to 1,000 yen as soon as possible.
“We’d like to see an increase that would be appropriate for the era of a new capitalism,” Deputy Chief Cabinet
Secretary Seiji Kihara told a
press briefing.
The government will accelerate efforts to create an
environment for companies

to raise the minimum wage
through such steps as assisting small and midsized companies in restructuring and
boosting productivity.
Japan’s minimum wage
has been at low levels compared with other major economies, while there have also
been gaps between urban and
rural areas. In fiscal 2021, the
highest minimum wage was
¥1,041 in Tokyo while the lowest was ¥820 in Kochi and Okinawa prefectures.
Weak wage growth is a
major reason why the Bank of
Japan sees the need to maintain its ultralow rate policy.

China’s foreign firms try to
replace expats in zero-Covid
Agencies
Foreign
businesspeople,
having struggled throughout
the pandemic to cope with
China’s draconian lockdown
measures, are holding out
hope that leaders in Beijing
will allow for more leeway to
address the nation’s economic
hardships after this autumn’s
critically important 20th Party Congress, according to an
SCMP report.
Doing so would serve to
help bring more expatriates
back to China, they say, according to representatives of
foreign business chambers operating in the country.
And some also say Hong
Kong should take the lead in
relaxing its quarantine policy
– shifting it away from mandatory hotel quarantines.
Such compulsory precautions remain a hindrance to
some business operations in
the international business hub
where 94 per cent of the population has received at least two
vaccinations against the coronavirus.
Henry Cheung, chairman
of the board of directors at
the Finnish Chamber of Commerce in Hong Kong, said that
forcing people to stay at a hotel “is a cost” for many companies, especially small and medium-sized ones, because they
may be saddled with the bill.
“There’s a tradition in Europe that staff take long holidays in July or August,” added
Cheung, who is also the managing director at Finnish engineering giant KONE Elevator
(Hong Kong). “The quarantine
measures [also] imply that
they have to shorten their vacation, which is not something
they want.”
The feeling of “being
locked up” at a quarantine
hotel that they dislike is the
primary reason cited by staff
who “tentatively don’t want
to come back”, according to
Cheung, especially if they have

Even in cities without major coronavirus lockdowns, ‘trust issues’ are rife among foreigners, and many do not intend to return until zero-Covid
restrictions are eased.
not been infected with the coronavirus.
Meanwhile,
business
chamber representatives added that the widely reported
departure of expatriates from
mainland China and Hong
Kong has been mainly based
on “anecdotal examples”,
without official counting or
formal numbers reflecting the
so-called exodus trend that
has dominated headlines in
recent months.
Still, the mainland’s stringent zero-Covid policy, not
seen in the vast majority of the
world, is undeniably keeping
some foreigners away. But at
the same time, they are still
trying to maintain their business presence and operations
in the country, according to
the international business

community.
And that same community now expects Hong Kong
– long considered an essential bridge between mainland
China and the rest of the world
– to reinforce that designation
by once again being an open
city, as well as a pioneer in advancing policy changes for the
whole country.
“The expat community
is declining,” said Johannes
Hack, president of the German Chamber of Commerce
Hong Kong. “For China, many
people who choose to leave are
in Shanghai. There’s a trust issue, even though Shanghai relaxed its lockdown measures.”
Hack added that “they
can’t tie a person to a chair”
when dealing with the Omicron outbreak, and that there’s

“an anxiety issue” among foreigners, especially those with
kids.
Officials in Shanghai rolled
out a testing blitz in 13 of the
city’s 16 districts – affecting
around 22 million people – in
the middle of July.
The financial centre, which
had endured a bruising twomonth lockdown during April
and May, was not taking any
chances amid the recent wave
of infections, though the situation was less dire than it was in
the spring.
Middle and senior management groups are among
those deciding to leave or delay their return, according to
business chambers, and one of
their primary concerns is their
children’s education.
Meanwhile, luring out-

side talent to Hong Kong and
mainland China has also become difficult. Hack explained
how major German corporations with a Chinese presence
must rely more heavily on local labour pools.
“In the past, it was a mix
of expats and local talent,” he
added. “Now, there are more
local talent, which is presumably what the Chinese government encourages.”
But Hack, who is also
the managing director at DZ
Bank in Hong Kong, pointed
out that “a mixed approach”
of staff has its advantages for
multinationals, because companies get more “cultural ambassadors”, and “it’s always
good to have people moving
around and being exposed to
different situations”.

Dogs and cats get wearable fans to beat scorching summer
Agencies

India’s Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman
reached a six-year low of 5.9
per cent, she said, adding that
government debt to GDP ratio
has come down to 56.29 per
cent in FY22.
Efforts are being made
to bring down retail inflation
below 7 per cent, the minister
said.
Prices of edible oils have
corrected sharply following
steps taken by the government, she added.
Not happy with the reply
of the Finance Minister on the
price rise, Congress members
walked out of the House.

A Tokyo clothing maker has
teamed up with veterinarians
to create a wearable fan for
pets, hoping to attract the anxious owners of dogs - or cats that can’t shed their fur coats
in Japan’s blistering summer
weather.
The device consists of a
battery-operated,
80-gram
fan that is attached to a mesh
outfit and blows air around an
animal’s body.
Rei Uzawa, president of
maternity clothing maker
Sweet Mommy, says she was
motivated to create it after
seeing her own pet chihuahua exhausted every time it
was taken out for a walk in the
scorching summer heat.
“There was almost no
rainy season this year, so the
hot days came early, and in
that sense, I think we developed a product that is right for
the market,” she said.
After the rainy season in

A 5-y-o Scottish Fold cat named Sun wears a battery-powered fan outfit for pets, developed by Japanese maternity clothing maker “Sweet
Mommy”, during the copmany’s promotional event in Tokyo, Japan.

Pet dogs Moco and Purin are seen with wearable batterypowered ‘air
conditioner’ for pets in Tokyo, Japan

Tokyo ended in late June, the
Japanese capital suffered the
longest heatwave on record
with temperatures up to 35 degrees Celsius (95 Fahrenheit)

Mami Kumamoto, 48, owner
of a miniature poodle named
Pudding and a terrier named
Maco.
The device debuted in ear-

for nine days.
“I usually use dry ice packs
(to keep the dog cool). But I
think it’s easier to walk my
dog if we have this fan,” said

ly July and Sweet Mommy has
received around 100 orders
for the product, Uzawa said.
It comes in five different sizes
and is priced at ¥9,900.
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US begins court
battle against
merger of
publishing giants
AGENCIES
THE
government
and
publishing titan Penguin
Random House are set to
exchange opening salvos
in a federal antitrust trial
Monday as the U.S. seeks to
block the biggest U.S. book
publisher from absorbing
rival Simon & Schuster. The
case comes as a key test of
the Biden administration’s
antitrust policy.
The Justice Department
has sued to block the $2.2
billion merger, which would
reduce the Big Five U.S.
publishers to four.
In an unusual move,
the government’s star witness will be Stephen King,
the renowned author whose
works are published by Simon & Schuster. King is
expected to testify during
the weekslong trial in U.S.
District Court in Washington, D.C.
The government contends that it would hurt
authors and, ultimately,
readers if German media
titan Bertelsmann, of which
Penguin Random House is
a division, is allowed to buy
Simon & Schuster from U.S.
media and entertainment
company Paramount Global. It says the deal would
thwart competition and give
Penguin Random House gigantic influence over which
books are published in the
U.S., likely reducing how
much authors are paid and
giving consumers fewer
books to choose from.
The publishers counter that the merger would
strengthen
competition
among publishers to find
and sell the hottest books,
by enabling the combined
company to offer bigger advance payments and marketing support to authors.
It would benefit readers,
booksellers and authors,
they say.
Opposing attorneys for
the two sides will present
their cases before U.S. District Judge Florence Pan.
The two New Yorkbased publishers have impressive stables of blockbuster authors, who’ve sold
multiple millions of copies

and have scored multimillion-dollar deals. Within
Penguin Random House’s
constellation are Barack
and Michelle Obama, whose
package deal for their memoirs totaled an estimated
$65 million, Bill Clinton,
who received $15 million
for his memoir, Toni Morrison, John Grisham and Dan
Brown.
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Germany argues over nuclear
shutdown amid gas supply woes
The main opposition Union bloc has demanded an extension of the nuclear plants’ lives

Star witness
In an unusual move, the
government’s star witness
will be Stephen King, the
renowned author whose
works are published by
Simon & Schuster. King is
expected to testify during
the weekslong trial in U.S.
District Court in
Washington, D.C.
Simon
&
Schuster
counts Hillary Clinton, who
received $8 million for her
memoir, Bob Woodward
and Walter Isaacson. And
King. Bruce Springsteen
splits the difference: His
“Renegades: Born in the
USA,” with Barack Obama,
was published by Penguin
Random House; his memoir, by Simon & Schuster.
The Justice Department
contends that as things now
stand, No. 1 Penguin Random House and No. 4 Simon
& Schuster, by total sales,
compete fiercely to acquire
the rights to publish the
anticipated hottest-selling
books. If they are allowed to
merge, the combined company would control nearly
50% of the market for those
books, it says, hurting competition by reducing advances paid to authors and
diminishing output, creativity and diversity.
The Big Five — the other
three are Hachette, HarperCollins and Macmillan —
dominate U.S. publishing.
They make up 90% of the
market for anticipated topselling books, the government says.

The nuclear power plant (NPP) Isar 2 is pictured in Essenbach, Germany, Thursday, March 3, 2022.
AGENCIES
RISING concern over the impact of a potential Russian gas
cutoff is fueling the debate in
Germany over whether the
country should switch off its
last three nuclear power plants
as planned at the end of this
year.
The door to some kind of
extension appeared to open a
crack after the Economy Ministry in mid-July announced a
new “stress test” on the security of electricity supplies. It’s
supposed to take into account
a tougher scenario than a previous test, concluded in May,
that found supplies were assured.
Since then, Russia has
reduced natural gas supplies
through the Nord Stream 1
pipeline to Germany to 20%
of capacity amid tensions over
the war in Ukraine. It cited
technical issues that Germany
says are only an excuse for a
political power play. Russia
recently has accounted for
about a third of Germany’s
gas supply, and there are concerns it could turn off the tap
altogether.

The main opposition Union bloc has made increasingly frequent demands for
an extension of the nuclear
plants’ lives. Similar calls are
coming from the smallest party in Chancellor Olaf Scholz’s
coalition government, the
pro-business Free Democrats.
“A lot speaks for not
switching off the safe and climate-friendly nuclear power
plants, but if necessary using
them until 2024,” Finance
Minister Christian Lindner,
the Free Democrats’ leader,
told Sunday’s Bild am Sonntag newspaper. He called for
Economy Minister Robert
Habeck, who is responsible
for energy, to stop the use of
gas to generate electricity.
Calls for extending the use
of nuclear power are awkward
for the other two governing
parties, Scholz’s center-left
Social Democrats and, particularly, Habeck’s environmentalist Greens. Opposition
to nuclear power is a cornerstone of the Greens’ identity;
a Social Democrat-Green government launched Germany’s
exit from nuclear power two
decades ago.

A lot speaks for not
switching off the safe and
climate-friendly nuclear
power plants, but if
necessary using them until
2024.
Finance Minister Christian
Lindner
A government made up
of then-Chancellor Angela
Merkel’s center-right Union and the Free Democrats
set the nuclear exit’s current
form in 2011, shortly after the
Fukushima nuclear disaster
in Japan. It calls for the three
still-operational reactors to
go offline at the end of December.
Habeck has long argued
that keeping those reactors
running would be legally and
technically complex and do
little to address the problems
caused by a shortfall of gas,
arguing that natural gas isn’t
so much a factor in generating
electricity as in fueling industrial processes and providing

heating.
“We have a heating problem or an industry problem,
but not an electricity problem — at least not generally
throughout the country,” he
said in early July.
In this year’s first quarter,
nuclear plants accounted for
6% of Germany’s electricity
generation and gas for 13%.
Lindner said “we must work
to ensure that an electricity
crisis doesn’t come on top of
the gas crisis.” Some Greens
have indicated a degree of
openness in recent days to allowing one or more reactors
to keep running for a short
period with their existing fuel
rods, if the country faces a
power supply emergency —
though not to a longer extension.
Others aren’t impressed
by the idea. That “is also a
lifetime extension” for the
reactors that would require
a change to the existing law,
“and we won’t touch that,”
prominent Green lawmaker
Juergen Trittin — Germany’s
environment minister when
the nuclear phaseout was first
drawn up — told Saturday’s

Tagesspiegel newspaper.
Critics say that isn’t
enough anyway. Opposition leader Friedrich Merz
has urged the government to
order new fuel rods for the
remaining reactors immediately. Senior opposition lawmaker Alexander Dobrindt
called for three already-shut
reactors to be reactivated
and told the Welt am Sonntag newspaper that “in this
situation, lifetime extensions
for nuclear energy of at least
five more years are conceivable.” And Scholz’s position?
Government spokeswoman
Christiane Hoffmann said
last week that he is waiting
for the results of the “stress
test,” which are expected in
the coming weeks.
The government has already given the green light for
utility companies to fire up
10 dormant coal-fired power
plants and six that are oilfueled, and plans also to clear
the way for dormant lignitefired plants to be reactivated.
Another 11 coal-fired power
plants scheduled to be shut
down in November will be allowed to keep operating.

AAB workshop for Toyota commercial vehicles promises quick turnaround time
TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

ABDULLAH Abdulghani &
Bros. Co. (AAB), the distributor of Toyota and Lexus vehicles in Qatar, has said that it
would continue its investment
and leadership in after-sales
sector.
By understanding that
quick turnaround time is of
utmost importance to its customers, AAB opened a dedicated commercial vehicles workshop last year. The workshop
is located in Building Number
33, opposite to the Main Service Center on Street 6.
AAB’s dedicated commercial vehicles workshop is
spread over an area of 3,000
square metres. The workshop
is equipped with the state-ofthe-art diagnostic tools, Toyota genuine parts and certified
Toyota-trained technicians to
meet the demand of prioritised service for the commercial vehicles such as buses,
vans and pick-ups. Also, customers can carry-out their periodic maintenance as well as
major repair at this workshop.
“AAB always believes in
customer’s voice and this
Commercial Vehicles workshop is the result of their requests for an exclusive service
center to cater to Commercial Vehicles. AAB supports
their customers by providing
them with alternate vehicles
as per ministry of commerce
and industrial guidelines and

recommendations. AAB Commercial Workshop is expanding further by adding more
working bays and washing
facility inside the same premises to introduce the Express
Lube plus service for commercial vehicle customers,” the
company said.
“AAB has always been a
pioneer in providing maintenance packages to our valued
customers. Maintenance contracts are a source of guaranteed pricing for the customers
as they will not be affected due
to fluctuation in pricing over
the period of time. Companies
going for 3 years maintenance
contract can save up to 35% in
their maintenance expenses.”
The training of service

advisors and technicians is
the most important factor for
the success of the after-sales
service sector. AAB has a special training department that
follows a consistent methodology according to the foundations set by Toyota Motor
Corporation. All AAB’s service advisors and technicians
are trained by professional
Toyota trainers through regular routine training at AAB to
further hone their skills. This
helps the service team to keep
them updated with the latest
technologies and skills.
The customer satisfaction
has always been the focus of
work for AAB, and the customer always continue to receive excellent services.
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Inflation begins to strain finances
of young, low-income Americans
Agencies
New York

As high inflation forces Americans to spend
more on gas and bills, young and low-income consumers are starting to feel financial pressure.
Generation Z consumers and those with
low credit scores are falling behind on credit
card and auto loan bills and accumulating
credit card debt at a pace not seen since before the pandemic.
For instance, credit card balances for
people ages 25 and younger rose by 30 percent in the second quarter from a year earlier, compared with an increase of just 11
percent among the broader population, according to a random sampling of 12.5 million
US credit files compiled by credit score company VantageScore. Balances for non-prime
borrowers, or people with credit scores below 660, rose by nearly 25 percent over the
same period.
For months, things have been looking
good for US consumers, their bank accounts
padded by government stimulus, student
loan forbearance and pandemic-era savings.
Bank executives have consistently said consumers have healthy financial cushions and
are spending money despite high inflation
and the slowing economy.
Now there are signs that some Americans have overextended their finances from
traveling and dining out while paying down
less debt on their credit cards, said Silvio Tavares, head of VantageScore. That contrasts
with consumers’ tendencies to pay off loans
and be more frugal during the first year of
the pandemic, according to Fed data.
“The consumer is strong, their balance
sheets are strong, and their repayment history on debt is strong relative to historical
averages,” Tavares said.
“However, there are areas of concern.
Number one among them is consumers are
adding leverage.” Federal Reserve Chairman
Jerome Powell has said the clock is running
out to bring down inflation, which is hovering at levels not seen since the 1980s.
Data out on Thursday showed US consumer spending grew at its slowest pace in
two years, as the economy unexpectedly contracted in the second quarter.
Those surging prices are causing consumers to cut back on discretionary spending, according to retail and consumer companies like Walmart and Tide-maker Procter
& Gamble, which lowered sales growth forecasts over the past week.
Rapidly accelerating prices could exacerbate financial strains among young people
and borrowers with low credit scores, Tavares said. Among non-prime borrowers, the

Surging prices are causing US consumers to cut back on discretionary spending, according to retail and consumer companies like Walmart and Tide-maker Procter & Gamble, which lowered sales growth
forecasts over the past week.
percentage of credit card and auto loans that
were more than 30 days past due also rose,
VantageScore found. Credit card delinquency rates are now back to their pre-pandemic
levels for young people and non-prime borrowers, the data showed.
“While the delinquency rates are not yet
a cause for concern, it’s definitely something
to watch,” Tavares said.
“You can get a bit of a canary in a coal
mine effect. If it happens with one group,
sometimes it can spread to another group.”
TransUnion, one of the big three consumer credit ratings agencies, estimates
credit card delinquency rates could rise to
8.4 percent in the first quarter of 2023, up
from 8 percent in the first quarter this year,

if inflation remains high.
The average debt held by a non-prime
customer was $22,988 in the first quarter
of 2022, excluding mortgages, according
to TransUnion. That is up from $22,461 a
year earlier, and $22,970 in the first quarter
of 2020, before the pandemic began in the
United States.
Auto loans make up a significant chunk
of that debt, as demand for vehicles soared
in 2021 in the United States, pushing up the
price and duration of loans for cars.
An executive at one large US-based auto
lender that works with many non-prime
consumers said that demand has upended
the maxim that a car loses value as soon as it
leaves the dealer.

Customers who become 90-days delinquent are more frequently paying off their
loan in full, said the executive, who asked
not to be named discussing non-public information. That indicates borrowers are taking advantage of high car values to sell their
car, rather than see it get repossessed.
For now, delinquencies on auto loans are
still lower than before the pandemic, the executive said.
“We think things are going to get back to
normal--we all expected that--but will they
get worse than normal? That’s the question.”
Another idiosyncrasy of the current US
economy is that the average credit score has
risen over the pandemic, a result of consumers spending less and paying down debt.

VantageScore’s average score was 697
at the end of June, 13 points higher than in
January 2020.
Bank of America, the second-largest US
bank by assets, recently said the average
credit score of its customers was 771.
For the youngest and lowest-income
consumers who more quickly feel the impacts of price shocks from inflation, those
credit gains may be tenuous if they continue
accumulating credit card debt, experts said.
“Any new customers--or customers new
to credit--are riskier,” said Moshe Orenbuch, an analyst at Credit Suisse who studies
banks’ loan portfolios. “A lot of that growth
(in debt) is replacing balances people paid
down in the early part of COVID.”

Global thematic funds see big outflows as growth stocks falter
Agencies
New York

Global thematic funds are
facing heavy outflows this
year as investors’ fascination
fade with such assets, most of
which are closely correlated
with economic growth.
Investors had piled into
such funds over the past couple of years as they allocated
money to high-growth sectors
and stocks tied to trending
themes such as work-fromhome, climate change and
artificial intelligence.
However, growth stocks
have slumped this year, due
to a rapid rise in interest rates
around the world, and that
has reduced the demand for
thematic funds.
According to Morningstar, thematic funds witnessed a record outflow of
$6.3 billion in the first half of
this year, compared with an
inflow of $142.9 billion in the
same period last year.
Their net assets also
dropped to $616.9 billion at
the end of June, a 24% drop
over the past year.
These declines have
prompted fund houses to
launch just 65 thematic funds
in the first half of this year,
compared with a record 234
in the same period last year.
“Thematic funds are
known to be among the
most risky categories of mutual funds, in part because
it restricts the opportunities

available. It prohibits the
fund from investing in stocks
that are not related to the
theme,” said Richard Gardner, chief executive officer at
financial services firm Modulus Global.
“In a bear market, investors tend to be incredibly risk
averse. So, it is only natural
that thematic funds would
see lessened interest.”
The ETF All-Stars Thematic Composite index,
which consists of stocks that
align with popular themes
such as fintech, sustainability
and healthcare innovation,
has declined 28.76 percent
this year, compared with the
MSCI World index’s fall of 15
percent.
The Global Robotics
Automation index ETF has
slumped 26.84 percent this
year, after delivering an average return of 30 percent in
the last three years.
Global cannabis stocks
tracker MJ ETF has fallen
46.8 percent this year.
The Morningstar data
showed robotics and automation funds faced $1.6 billion
worth of outflows in the first
half of this year, while fintech
and digital economy funds
had net sales of about $1.3
billion each.
The net assets of cannabis
funds declined to $1.3 billion
at the end of June, a 68 percent drop over last year, while
the assets of fintech funds
dropped to $8.6 billion, a 60

Traders work on the floor of the New York Stock Exchange. Thematic funds witnessed a record outflow of $6.3
billion in the first half of this year, compared with an inflow of $142.9 billion in the same period last year.
percent decline.
Though thematic funds
are lucrative investments,
investors often tend to pile
into them after their initial
big run-ups, exiting at losses,
some analysts said.
“Since every theme focuses on different aspects,
it is possible that some have
already lived their time,”
said Kunal Sawhney, CEO at
independent research firm
Kalkine.
A Morningstar report
showed that over the past 10

years, nearly 60 percent of
US thematic funds had shuttered, and just 22 percent
survived and outperformed
the broader global markets
index.
“In 2021, more than two
thirds of thematic funds underperformed the Morningstar Global Markets Index,”
Morningstar said. “This is a
sharp reversal from their stellar showing in 2020, highlighting the volatility that
goes hand in hand with thematic investing.”

According to an earlier report, thematic funds have tripled their share of the global
investment market to 2.7
percent of all equity funds in
the past decade, as investors
increased bets on trends from
artificial intelligence to Generation Z.
More than $800 billion
is now invested worldwide in
equity-based thematic funds
following “dramatic” growth
since the onset of the Covid-19 pandemic, according to
Morningstar. This compares

with just $71 billion at the
end of 2011, equivalent to 0.8
per cent of all equity funds at
the time.
The stellar growth comes
despite research suggesting
US-listed thematic exchange
traded funds often launch at
or near the top of the market
for their theme.
As a result, they have on
average
underperformed
the wider stock market on a
risk-adjusted basis by about
4 percentage points a year for
the first five years of their existence, according to a recent
paper.
“Some have delivered
phenomenal performance,
others have been duds [but]
most thematic funds don’t
beat global equities over
longer periods,” said Kenneth
Lamont, senior fund analyst for passive strategies at
Morningstar.
Analysis by Morningstar found that “many thematic funds have chalked
up impressive returns” since
the start of the pandemic
in March 2020. More than
half of thematic funds outperformed the Morningstar
Global Markets index in the
three years to the end of 2021,
it said.
However, the longer-term
record “isn’t nearly as compelling,” Lamont said, with
only 39 per cent of thematic
funds beating the index over
five years. In the past 15 years,
more than three-quarters of

thematic funds have closed,
while just one in 10 survived
and outperformed.
Ben Johnson, director
of global ETF research at
Morningstar, said “the issues
plaguing thematic funds are
by no means unique to them”,
with survivorship and outperformance rates tending to
be low for all types of active
strategies.
Lamont said the lacklustre long-term performance
of thematic funds was in part
a product of them tending to
have higher fees than nonthematic vehicles, creating
a larger drag on returns. He
also pointed to the weaknesses in a “hallmark of thematic funds” — an “on-the-fly
tweaking of funds’ investment strategies as themes
evolve”.
For example, the first
thematic fund, according
to Morningstar’s definition,
was The Television Fund,
launched in 1948 by Chicago-based Television Shares
Management. It was designed to benefit from rapid
growth in the industry, at a
time when there were just
1mn TV sets in the US and
colour TV was unheard of.
The fund expanded its
scope in 1950 to become the
Television-Electronics Fund
and in 1970 broadened out
further as the Kemper Technology Fund under a new
owner, before eventually
closing down.

Two-time
F1 world
champion
Alonso to
join Aston
Martin
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Qatar’s World Cup final venue to stage Lusail Super Cup on Sept 9
TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

QATAR’S biggest stadium and
the stage for this year’s FIFA
World Cup final will host a
special event on Friday 9 September. The 80,000-capacity
Lusail Stadium will stage the
Lusail Super Cup between the
Saudi Pro League champions
and Egyptian Premier League
winners, followed by a concert
from a famous singer. Ticket
details for the event will be announced soon.
The stunning venue, which
is located in the pioneering
Lusail City, 15km north of central Doha, will host matches
during every stage of Qatar
2022, starting with the Group
C clash between Argentina and
Saudi Arabia on 22 November.
The stadium’s design is inspired by the interplay of light
and shadow that characterises
the fanar lantern.
Its shape and golden façade
echo the intricate decorative
motifs on bowls, vessels and
other art pieces found across
the Arab and Islamic world
during the rise of civilisation in
the region.
H.E. Hassan Al Thawadi,
Secretary General of the Supreme Committee for Delivery
& Legacy (SC), said: “Show-

Lusail stadium’s design is inspired by the interplay of light and shadow that characterises the fanar
lantern. Its shape and golden façade echo the intricate decorative motifs on bowls, vessels and other art
pieces found across the Arab and Islamic world during the rise of civilisation in the region.

Inside view of the Lusail Stadium.
casing Lusail Stadium is the
final milestone in our journey
ahead of the big kick-off on
21 November. This incredible

Qatar Sports Club coach Youssef Safri (left) and Al Arabi coach
Younes Ali address the media on eve of their teams’ QNB Stars
League match on Tuesday.

Eager Al Arabi take on Qatar
Sports Club at Education
City Stadium today
TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

AL Arabi coach Younes Ali is
more determined than ever
to kick off the QSL season
against Qatar Sports Club at
the Education City Stadium on
Tuesday.
Coming off a successful
last season, Ali stressed the
importance of a good start
ahead of their opening match.
“Early matches are difficult. We don’t know what to
expect but we are keen to gain
three points that’ll give us the
advantage in the long league,”
Younes said on Monday at the
pre-match press conference.
Al Arabi finished fourth
last season, behind champions Al Sadd, Al Duhail and Al
Wakrah. It was their best finish in recent years.
While talking about their
preparations, Younes said: “I’m
satisfied with what the players
presented during our camp.
The atmosphere was positive
and we need to bring that positivity to the games now.”
Qatar SC, ninth last season,
will also be keen to register success early on in the league.
“Our preparations went off
well and everyone at the management level and the players
did their best to make the training period a success both during
the camp in Spain and in Doha,”
Qatar SC coach Yousef Safri
said.
The signing of Moroccan
Badr Benoun has strengthened
their team, but he is a doubtful
starter for today’s match.
“The preparation period
for the new season was strong
and positive. During our training camp in Spain we played
good friendly matches and
gained great benefit. We then
completed our preparations in

Doha with increased pace and
are ready for our first match
in the new season of the QNB
Stars League. We aim to make a
good result for a positive start,”
Qatar SC player Mohammed
Salem said.
Al Gharafa take on Al Sailiya

In the second match of the
day, Al Gharafa take on Al
Sailiya at the Khalifa International Stadium. Gharafa coach
Andrea Stramacceoni said the
team was dealing with a few
injuries, notably to Abdullah
Al Saei and Othman Al Yahri.
However, the Cheetahs
have Algerian star Yacine Brahimi in their ranks and the
Italian is very happy with that.
“I’m happy to have Yacine
Brahimi with us. Another experienced player, Uzbek Islom
Tukhtakhujaev, joined us recently. We hope the new additions lead us to wins,” he said.
Al Sailiya, who escaped
relegation last time, will be
aiming for an improved performance this season.
“Matches against Gharafa
are always competitive. We
need to be fully focused so
that we can utilise all our
capabilities and achieve victory,” said Sailiya coach Sami
Trabelsi.
Al Gharafa are one of the
most prominent clubs which
gives opportunities to young
players from the age groups,
and is banking on them this
season to provide with the best
and lead the team towards
competing for the title.
Al Sailiya have Senegalese
Serigne ‘Kara’ Mbodji, and the
team has signed Argentinian
defender Sergio Javier Vittor
and Greek Giannis Fetfatzidis
(from Al Khor), in addition to
the return of Iraqi Mohanad
Ali and Tunisian Bilal Saidani.

venue forms the centrepiece
of our tournament and will
be the focus of the world’s attention when it hosts the FIFA

World Cup final on 18 December, which is also Qatar
National Day. I am proud this
venue will play a major role
during the tournament and
also deliver a lasting legacy for
the people of Lusail and the
wider community.”
Eng. Yasir Al Jamal, Director General of the SC, said:

“Lusail Stadium is an incredible feat of engineering. Dedication and commitment from
our project teams, along with
outstanding
collaboration
with stakeholders across Qatar, have helped to deliver a
venue the whole country and
region can be proud of. I would
like to pay tribute to everyone

who worked so hard to deliver
this stadium and prepare it for
the biggest show on Earth.”
Nasser Al Khater, CEO,
FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022,
said: “Lusail Stadium will provide a magnificent stage for
this year’s FIFA World Cup
final – the biggest and most
prestigious football match on

the planet. As far as preparations for the FIFA World Cup
are concerned, this is the final
piece of the jigsaw.
Fans can expect a memorable and welcoming experience when they arrive in Qatar
for the first FIFA World Cup
in the Middle East and Arab
world.
Hosting this prestigious
match at Lusail Stadium will
give us a great opportunity to
test the venue’s readiness and
the many operational plans we
have put in place.”
Sustainable building practices were used throughout
the construction of Lusail Stadium.
Recycled water was used
to irrigate plants around the
stadium, while water efficient
fixtures and leak detection systems are operational.
The construction site conserved 40% more fresh water
than conventional stadium developments. The arena’s roof
has been designed with sustainability in mind.
A state-of-the-art material called PTFE protects the
stadium from warm wind,
keeps out dust and allows
enough light for the pitch to
grow while providing shade to
reduce the burden on the stadium’s air conditioning.

Al Markhiya make rocking
start, shock Al Sadd 4-3
IKOLI VICTOR
DOHA

IN a shocking upset defending champions Al Sadd were
handed a 4-3 defeat by the
newly-promoted Al Markhiya
on the first day of the QNB
Stars League 2022-23 season
on Monday at the magnificent
Al Khalifa International Stadium, one of the FIFA World
Cup Qatar 2022 venues.
Iraqi international Aymen
Hussein scored twice, while
former Wolves player Algerian Hamroun Jugurtha was
Man-of-the-Match with two
assists and a goal on the stroke
of halftime to cancel out Al
Sadd’s two-goal lead, which
was scored by Rodrigo Tabata and Baghdad Bounedjah.
With eleven minutes remaining, Qatar’s Ali Said secured
the three points for Markhiya,
while veteran Spanish player
Santi Cazorza scored a consolation goal in the second minute of added time.
In the absence of more
than 15 players in Qatar’s national team camp preparing
for the FIFA World Cup Qatar
in November and December
2022, Al Sadd entered the
match under Spanish coach
Juan Manuel Lillo ‘Juanma.’
After being knocked out earlier in the AFC Champions
League, the league champions
knew they had to be competitive to retain their title, and
Rodrigo Tabata opened the
scoring in the fifth minute.
The former Qatari international beat goalkeeper Louay
Sherif with a trademark free
kick from 19 metres. The goal
was the Brazilian’s 140th in
the league, and his thirty-third
for the Wolves after previous
stint with Al Rayyan.
Al Sadd’s lead was extended after Bounedjah took advantage of a defense splitting
pass from Ahmad Al Saeed to
slot the ball past the rushing
Sherif. That was all it took for
Markhiya, led by former Qatari player Abdullah Mubarak,
to up their game. Jugurtha, a
former Al Sadd player, cut the

Al Markhiya players celebrate with ‘Man-of-the-Match’ Hamroun Jugurtha (2nd left) after he scored the first goal against Al Sadd in the opening
clash of the new QNB Stars League season 2022-23 at the Khalifa International Stadium on Monday.

Action from the Al Ahli-Umm Salal match played at Jassim Bin
Hamad Stadium on Monday. Al Ahli won 1-0.
Action from the Al Sadd vs Al Markhiya match with the Al Rihla ball.
deficit in half after receiving a
pass from Aymen and chesting
the ball down to strike the ball
past goalkeeper Jehad Mohammad from outside the box.
The Wolves goalkeeper’s blunder cost his team the lead just
five minutes into the second
half when he failed to clear a
loose ball, allowing rushing
Iraqi striker Aymen to pounce
and tie the game at 2-2.
With the game tied, both

teams threw men forward in
search of the game-winning
goal, but it was Markhiya and
former Al Sadd player Jugurtha who did the damage with a
fine cross from the right flank
that allowed Aymen to nod the
ball into the space between
two defenders to make it 3-2.
Al Sadd’s woes were compounded a minute later, just as
they resumed play, as Ali Said
was on hand to score his side’s

fourth goal of the game with a
calm finish following a through
pass from Jugurtha. Sultan Al
Kuwari replaced the Algerian in
stoppage time after his heroics.
The former Arsenal man
cut the deficit thanks to Ghanaian international Andre
Ayew’s deft touch pass.
Al Sadd Coach ‘Juanma,’
who had hoped that some of
his new wards would take advantage of the opportunity to
play more games, will reconsider as they prepare for their
next game against Umm Salal.

It’s a dream start in the
league for coach Mubarak and
Markhiya, and they’ll want to
maintain ahead of their next
match against Qatar SC.
Al Ahli edge Umm Salal 1-0

Al Ahli scored a late goal to edge
Umm Salal 1-0 at the Jassim
Bin Hamad Stadium for a winning start to the season. Yazan
Abdallah Alnaimat scored the
winner in 82nd minute after
connecting a fine cross from
Abdulrasheed Umaru to seal
three points for Al Ahi.
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Asia’s pathway to FIFA World Cup 2026 and AFC Asian Cup 2027 revealed
Eight World Cup
spots for Asia – How
Asian teams can
qualify for 2026
FIFA World Cup
AFC
KUALA LUMPUR

THE Asian Football Confederation (AFC) Executive Committee has approved the qualification format for Asia’s Road to
the FIFA World Cup 2026 as
well as the AFC Asian Cup 2027
in preparation of the eight direct spots and single Intercontinental Playoff slot allocated to
the AFC by FIFA following the
expansion of the FIFA World
Cup 2026 to 48 teams.
The new qualification format has been established after
several consultation and dialogue sessions with the AFC
Member Associations (MAs),
briefings with the AFC Competitions Committee, as well
as the Confederation’s key
stakeholders. It was decided
that the FIFA World Cup 2026
qualification tournament will
comprise four rounds:

Qatar are current Asian Cup champions having won the title in 2019.
Preliminary Joint Qualification
Round 1: 22 teams, ranked 26
to 47, will be drawn to face off
in a home and away format,
where the 11 winners will progress to the Preliminary Joint
Qualification Round 2.
Preliminary Joint Qualification
Round 2: 36 teams – teams
ranked from 1 to 25 as well
as the 11 winners from the
first round – will be divided
into nine groups of four teams
each, who will each compete
in a round robin, home and
away format, where the top two
teams from each group – 18 in

total – will advance to the AFC
Asian Qualifiers.
AFC Asian Qualifiers: Subsequently, the 18 teams, who also
qualify automatically for the AFC
Asian Cup 2027, will be divided
into three groups of six teams
each, competing in a round robin,
home and away format, with the
top two teams from each group –
six in total – qualifying directly to
the FIFA World Cup 2026.
Asian Playoff: The final round
will consist of the third and
fourth placed teams from all

groups of the AFC Asian Qualifiers – six teams in total. The
six teams will be drawn into two
groups of three teams each,
competing in a single round
robin format. The two first
placed teams from the Asian
Playoff groups will advance to
the FIFA World Cup 2026. The
second-placed teams from both
groups will compete in a playoff
match to determine the side
that will represent the AFC in
the Intercontinental Playoff.

The AFC Asian Cup 2027
Qualifiers will continue from
the Preliminary Joint Qualification Round 1 and Round 2, in
parallel with the FIFA World Cup
2026 qualification competition:
AFC Asian Cup Qualifiers Playoff: The 10 losing teams from
the Preliminary Joint Qualification Round 1 will be drawn to
compete in a home and away
format, where the five winners
will advance to the AFC Asian
Cup Qualifiers Final Round.
AFC Asian Cup Qualifiers Final

Round: 24 teams in total – 1
best ranked losing team from
the Preliminary Joint Qualification Round 1, 18 third and
fourth placed teams from each
group of the Preliminary Joint
Qualification Round 2 and the
five winners from the AFC Asian
Cup Qualifiers Playoff – will be
divided into six groups of four
teams each, where only the first
placed team of each group will
qualify to the AFC Asian Cup
2027.
The format above is based

on the entry of all 47 Member
Associations and is subject to
change depending on the final
number of entries.
Additionally, the AFC Executive Committee also approved the proposal of the
competitions’ (national teams,
futsal and beach soccer) calendar for 2023/2024 which is
tabled below and at the same
time, provided the Administration with the mandate to
alter the Match Days (MD)
where necessary.

PSG triumph: Neymar insists
Messi has nothing to prove
Schedule for new
AFC club competitions’
seasons confirmed
AFC

KUALA LUMPUR

FOLLOWING the decision
to transition the AFC Club
Competitions from its current Spring-Autumn season
to Autumn-Spring on February 25, 2022, the AFC Executive Committee has today approved the new calendar of the
2023/2024 AFC Champions
League and AFC Cup seasons.
The
AFC
Champions
League 2023/2024 edition is
set to kick off with the Preliminary Stage 1 on August 8, 2023,
while the Group Stage is scheduled to take place from September 18 to December 13, 2023.
The Knockout Stage will
be held from February 12 to
April 24, 2024, before the twolegged Final is staged on May
11 and 18, 2024.
Meanwhile, the AFC Cup

2023/2024 season will commence with the Preliminary
Stage on August 1, 2023, while
the Group Stage is set to be held
from September 18 to December 14, before the Zonal Semifinals take place from February
2024, followed by the single-leg
Final on May 5, 2024.
The recommendation to
eliminate the away goals rule as
a tiebreaker option was also approved and instead, extra time
and, if necessary, kicks from
the penalty mark will be used
to determine the winner of tied
home and away matches.
This will be implemented
in the AFC Club Competitions
from the 2023/2024 season
onwards.
The tentative match dates
for the 2023/2024 AFC Champions League and AFC Cup
seasons are as follows:

STATS PERFORM/DPA
BERLIN

NEYMAR insists team-mate
Lionel Messi has nothing to
prove to his critics in his second season as a Paris SaintGermain player.
Messi had an underwhelming first campaign with
PSG following his move from
Barcelona, scoring 11 goals in
34 games – down on the 38
scored with Barca the previous year.
Messi assisted 14 goals,
though, 10 of which came after the turn of the year – only
Barca’s Ousmane Dembele
(11) has managed more across
Europe’s top five leagues in
2022.
The 35-year-old impressed
in his first competitive outing
of the 2022-23 campaign on
Sunday as he opened the scoring in PSG’s 4-0 Trophee des
Champions win over Nantes.
However, when asked if
that display is a sign of a new
Messi at PSG, Neymar leapt to
the defence of his colleague.
“I don’t think so. I think
people talk too much,” he told
Amazon Prime.
“They don’t know what’s
going on every day, what’s going on inside.
“Leo, it’s Leo. It’s still Leo,
it doesn’t change. No, he continues to make the difference.
He adapts.
“It is obvious that we hope
that everything goes well for
the three of us, for me, for Leo,
for Kylian [Mbappe]. If the

Paris Saint-Germain team players celebrate winning the French Champions’ Trophy (Trophee des Champions) final against FC Nantes, in the at
the Bloomfield Stadium, in Tel Aviv on Sunday. Paris Saint-Germain (PSG) beat Nantes 4-0 to clinch the trophy. (AFP)
three of us are well, I’m sure
it’s good for the team.”
Neymar scored twice after
Messi had opened the scoring
in Tel Aviv and Sergio Ramos
was also on target as PSG won

their first silverware under
Christophe Galtier.
The Parisians have now
won 11 Trophee des Champion
crowns, including nine of the
past 10 editions of the compe-

tition. Neymar, who also created a game-high three chances, is pleased to have started
the new campaign - his sixth
with PSG – in style.
“I’m satisfied. We had

a very good match with the
team,” he said.
“It’s very important to
start winning and it’s a match
that ends in a trophy. Whatever happens, you have to win.”

Messi could end career in Barca shirt despite painful split: Laporta
Kounde details Xavi role in choosing Barca

STATS PERFORM/DPA
BERLIN

BARCELONA’S
infatuation
with Lionel Messi has been underlined after president Joan
Laporta raised the tantalising
idea that the Argentina great
could return to end his career
with the club.
It is coming up to 12
months since Messi tearfully
departed and joined Paris
Saint-Germain, breaking a 21year association with a struggling Barca who could not afford to keep him.
The forward won every
trophy available with the Catalan giants and departed as the
club’s all-time record scorer
with 672 goals from 778 appearances. To give that some
context, next on the goalscoring list is Cesar Rodriguez, who
scored 232 goals for Barcelona.
Laporta spoke in New York
on Thursday evening, as Barce-

(From L) FC Barcelona’s vice-president Rafael Yuste, Barcelona’s Spanish
President Joan Laporta, FC Barcelona’s new french defender Jules Kounde,
FC Barcelona’s sports director Mateu Alemany and Barcelona’s Spanish
sporting advisor Jordi Cruyff pose for pictures during a press conference
as part of Kounde’s presentation ceremony at the Joan Gamper training
ground in Sant Joan Despi, near Barcelona, on Monday. (AFP)
lona’s US tour neared its end,
and addressed the prospect of
Messi one day resuming his career with the Blaugrana.

“Leo’s phase did not end
as we all wanted. It ended up
very conditioned by economic
issues,” said Laporta. “We owe

Jules Kounde has detailed the role Xavi played in bringing the
defender to Barcelona from Sevilla, describing how “important”
it was the coach was pushing for the deal.
The 23-year-old was long courted by Premier League outfit Chelsea, who were widely reported to be set to secure a deal before
Barcelona moved to hijack the agreement.
It was the second time in the window a late Barca move had
frustrated the English side, with the Blaugrana beating them to
the signature of Raphinha from Leeds United, while they also
signed Andreas Christensen on a free transfer from the Blues.
For Kounde, though, the key to his decision was the conversations he had with Xavi. “I had some good conversations with
Xavi, he always expressed desire for me to come here, and that
was important for me,” he told a news conference.
“This is an important moment in my career, and in the conversations, he asked me to continue to do what I was doing in Sevilla,
to continue to be aggressive, bring the ball out from the back,
distribute, those are some of my strengths.
“Barcelona is a great club, very demanding as well, and that’s
something that Xavi talked to me about.” Kounde’s arrival at
Barcelona comes as part of a significant recruitment drive from
Xavi’s side, with Robert Lewandowski, Raphinha, Christensen
and Franck Kessie fellow new arrivals. (STATS Perform/DPA)
him a moral debt in this regard. We would like the end of

his career to be with the Barca
shirt and being applauded in

all stadiums.
“This is an aspiration. There is nothing spoken. I feel jointly responsible
for this ending. I think it is a
provisional end, I think we will
make this aspiration a reality.”
Barca’s financial situation
in August 2021 meant they
could not agree fresh terms
that adhered to La Liga’s salary cap rules.
Messi has another year to
run on his PSG deal, which
will take him through to the
age of 36, though that contract
also contains the option of a
third season in Paris.
Laporta might be pushing the right buttons for those
who dream of a Messi comeback in LaLiga, but whether
his ambitions are realistic remains to be seen.
Barcelona have sold off a
proportion of future TV rights
revenue in order to bolster
their financial resources, al-

lowing them to embark on a
signing spree ahead of the new
La Liga season.
They are suddenly moving
in a positive direction again,
and Laporta will look to make
it sustainable.
Messi was directly involved
in 937 goals for Barcelona,
with his most prolific season
coming in 2011-12 when he
scored 73 in all competitions
and assisted a further 28.
That is in stark contrast
to the 11 goals and 14 assists
managed in 34 games during
his first season with PSG.
Diminishing returns are
setting in, as would only be expected of a player who reached
staggering heights at the peak
of his career.
Yet Laporta is determined
to have Messi back on board,
surely mindful of the commercial opportunities it could
bring, and how such a coup
would reflect on his presidency.
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England’s Euro 2022 triumph will turbo
charge women’s game, says FA chief
PA MEDIA/DPA
LONDON

In this file photo taken on June 30, 2022, Alpine’s Spanish driver Fernando Alonso attends a press conference ahead of the Formula One
British Grand Prix at the Silverstone motor racing circuit in
Silverstone, central England. (AFP)

Two-time F1 world
champion Alonso to
join Aston Martin
DPA
BERLIN

FERNANDO Alonso, a twotime world champion, will join
Aston Martin to replace the departing Sebastian Vettel from
next season, the British Formula One team said Monday.
Germany’s Vettel, who
won four world titles with Red
Bull 2010-2013, announced
his retirement aged 35 ahead
of last weekend’s Hungarian
Grand Prix.
And Aston Martin moved
immediately to secure the services of Spanish 41-year-old
veteran Alonso from Alpine on
a “multi-year contract.”
“This Aston Martin team is
clearly applying the energy and
commitment to win, and it is
therefore one of the most excit-

ing teams in Formula One today,” said Alonso, who won his
titles 2005-2006 with Renault.
“No one in Formula One today is demonstrating a greater
vision and absolute commitment to winning, and that
makes it a really exciting opportunity for me.” Alonso will
partner Canadian driver Lance
Stroll, whose father Lawrence
is a major backer of the team.
“I have known Lawrence
and Lance for many years and
it is very obvious that they
have the ambition and passion
to succeed in Formula One,”
Alonso said. “I have watched
as the team has systematically
attracted great people with
winning pedigrees, and I have
become aware of the huge
commitment to new facilities
and resources at Silverstone.”

Spain’s World Cup star Fabregas
joins Serie B side Comon

FOOTBALL Association chief
executive Mark Bullingham
insists England’s Euro 2022
success will “turbo charge” the
women’s game in this country.
Chloe Kelly’s extra-time
goal sealed a 2-1 victory as the
Lionesses claimed the first major trophy in their history and
the first for a senior England
side since the 1966 World Cup
triumph over West Germany.
“The last few years have
been incredible. We have invested really heavily and the
Lionesses have taken their opportunity and they have produced something incredible.
It’s been an amazing month
and an amazing day yesterday,” Bullingham told the BBC.
“I think it will really turbo
charge everything we have
been doing in the women’s
game.
“There is no reason why we
shouldn’t have the same number of girls playing as boys and
it will inspire a whole new generation of players.”
Bullingham continued:
“We have worked incredibly
hard to make a lot of new opportunities for girls and to
make sure clubs and schools
are embracing opportunities
and schools are using football in the curriculum and
for them to see it as normal
for girls to play football like
boys do.
“We have been preparing for this moment for years.
We have got clubs throughout
the country ready to take girls
on, we have been investing in
schools, we have created opportunities for girls to come
forward and we are ready and
willing to do that.”

England’s players celebrate during a victory party in Trafalgar Square in central London on Monday, a day after they beat Germany 2-1 to win
the Women’s Euro 2022 football tournament. (AFP)
Team celebrates with
Trafalgar Square party
London

England players celebrated
their Euro 2022 success in
front of a packed Trafalgar
Square on Monday.
Sarina Wiegman’s side
beat Germany 2-1 after extratime at a sold-out Wembley on
Sunday to win the first major
trophy in their history and the
first for a senior England side
since the 1966 World Cup.
Celebrations had gone on
throughout the night and continued the next day with a spe-

cial event in central London in
front of thousands of fans.
Former England international and BBC pundit Alex
Scott introduced the players
on to the stage shortly after
and started a rendition of
‘Football’s coming home’.
Fans who could not get into
Trafalgar Square gathered on
the steps of the National Gallery just to get a vantage point.
Manager Wiegman, captain Leah Williamson and
goalscorers Ella Toone and
Chloe Kelly led the squad on
to the stage to raucous cheers.

Asked how she was feeling, Wiegman deadpanned:
“Pretty good. Nice that you’re
all here, thank you for coming,” while Williamson said: “I
think we’ve partied more than
we’ve played football in the last
24 hours!” Williamson said she
hoped the tournament could
lead to lasting change for the
game across the world.
“I think the legacy of the
tournament was already made
before that final game, the
young girls and the women
who can look up and aspire to
be us,” she said.

Germany welcomed by fans after heartbreak
DPA
FRANKFURT

A file photo of April 06, 2021, shows Monaco’s Spanish midfielder Cesc
Fabregas shoot to score in a penalty shoot-out in the French Cup round
of 16 match against FC Metz at Louis II stadium in Monaco. (AFP)
DPA
ROME

CESC Fabregas, a World Cup
winning midfielder with Spain
in 2010, has extended his football career by joining Serie B
side Como 1907, the northern
Italian club said Monday.
Several fans welcomed the
35-year-old to the team stadium upon his arrival.
Fàbregas was last at Ligue
1 side Monaco where he struggled for playing time but was
previously one of the best
players of his generation.

In
addition
to
his
World Cup win, he won the
2008 and 2012 Euros with
Spain along with various domestic titles in stints with Arsenal, Barcelona and Chelsea.
“I come with the same
ambition as always, I want to
play, win and bring Como to
Serie A,” the Gazzetta dello
Sport paper reported Fàbregas
saying.
He added a move to
the North American MLS “was
never in my plans, I wanted to
stay in Europe where the level
is higher.”

Borja Mayoral leaves Real Madrid for
Getafe in permanent transfer
Real Madrid have confirmed
the departure of forward
Borja Mayoral, who has joined
Getafe on a five-year deal. The
25-year-old spent the second
half of last season on loan with
Getafe, scoring six goals in 18
matches, and leaves Madrid after 15 years associated with the
Spanish giants. With Madrid,
Mayoral has won the Champions League, Club World Cup,
Super Cup and Supercopa de
Espana, although he never quite
established himself as a regular

within the first-team squad.
Mayoral made his debut for Madrid in 2015 but subsequently
went on loan to Wolfsburg for
the 2016-17 season, returning
to the Santiago Bernabeu the
following year. A two-year loan
with Levante was followed by
a two-season spell with Roma,
which was cut short in January
with Getafe taking over the deal
for the remainder of the 202122 campaign before securing
his permanent signing.
(STATS Perform/DPA)

THOUSANDS of fans greeted
the Germany team on their return from Euro 2022 on Monday despite the heartbreak of a
2-1 extra-time defeat to England
in the final on Sunday’s final.
“That’s unbelievable and
what we’ve dreamed of,” defender Giulia Gwinn said at
the reception at Frankfurt’s
Römer city hall. “It’s wonderful to experience that the
people are so enthusiastic.”
Germany had won eight previous Euros but with less media exposure than delivered
by the four-week spectacle in
England which ended with a
record crowd of more than
87,000 watching the Wembley
showpiece.
“Of course we suffered a
lot,” said coach Martina VossTecklenburg.
“We actually wanted to be
European champions and not
champions of the heart.
“But if the amazing performance has contributed to us
having played our way into the
hearts of the German people
then we’re happily champions
of the heart.” Federal chancellor Olaf Scholz, interior minister Nancy Feaser and German
football federation boss Bernd
Neuendorf all lauded the team
and said the chance was there
to boost women’s football.
“That was an engaging
tournament and all of Germany is proud of this team,”
Scholz tweeted.
Voss-Tecklenburg
added: “We have promised ourselves that we want to force it
now. Olaf Scholz has promised
me that we will also meet to go
into topics for the future.”

“We’ve changed the game,
hopefully in this country and
across the world.” England
men’s captain Harry Kane had
tweeted to Toone on Sunday:
“Take a bow for that finish”.
Asked about that onstage,
Toone joked: “Yeah, I taught
him that.” Kelly, referencing
her ecstatic celebrations after
her winning goal, said: “The
shirt’s staying on!” Confetti
cannons and giant sparklers
greeted England once again
lifting the trophy, with Wiegman then encouraged to lift it
by herself to more acclaim.

NFL to review
Browns QB
Watson’s
suspension
STATS PERFORM/DPA
BERLIN

Members of the German national women’s football team applaud from the balcony of Frankfurt’s city hall
“Roemer” as supporters welcome them at Roemer square in Frankfurt am Main, Germany, on Monday
after they placed second in the UEFA Women’s Euro 2022 football tournament. (AFP)

Supporters of the German national women’s football team cheer as they welcome players on August 1,
2022 at Roemer square in Frankfurt am Main, western Germany, on Monday. (AFP)

Quick read
Promoted Bremen edge into German Cup second round, Union survive
Goals in either half from Romano Schmid and Mitchell Weiser ensured Werder Bremen progressed to the second round of the German Cup on Monday with a 2-1 win at Energie Cottbus. Bremen secured
promotion back to the Bundesliga at the first time of asking last term and secured a morale-boosting victory in Cottbus over fourth-tier opposition. Schmid slickly finished a pass from Niclas Füllkrug to break
the deadlock two minutes before half-time and Weiser poked home a deflected shot to seal matters in the 73rd minute. Tim Heike did pull one back for Cottbus but the hosts could not find an equalizer despite
late pressure. Chemnitz, another fourth-level outfit, led Bundesliga Union Berlin for 90 seconds in the second half through Tobias Müller’s header but debutant Jordan Siebatcheu equalized immediately to force
extra-time. And substitute Kevin Behrens headed in a corner in the 113th minute to secure a 2-1 win for the capital side, who were semi-finalists last term. Union avoided the fate of city rivals Hertha, who
exited on Sunday to follow fellow Bundesliga sides Bayer Leverkusen and Cologne in crashing out the competition. There is a Berlin derby to open the Bundesliga this coming weekend. (DPA)

THE NFL will review the decision of a former US district
judge to impose a six-game suspension on Cleveland Browns
quarterback Deshaun Watson.
The former Houston Texans star faced 24 civil lawsuits
following sexual assault and
misconduct allegations. He
was not charged by two grand
juries and has strenuously denied any wrongdoing.
The NFL was seeking a
suspension for a breach of
the league’s personal conduct
policy, and retired judge Sue
L Robinson ruled Watson
should be sidelined for six
games with no additional fine.
The league issued a
statement on Monday that
read: “We thank Judge Sue
L Robinson, the independent
disciplinary officer, for her review of the voluminous record
and attention during a threeday hearing that resulted in
her finding multiple violations
of the NFL personal conduct
policy by Deshaun Watson.
“We appreciate Judge
Robinson’s diligence and professionalism throughout this
process. Pursuant to the collective bargaining agreement,
the NFL or the NFLPA [NFL
Players’ Association] on behalf
of Watson may appeal the decision within three days.
“In light of her findings, the
league is reviewing Judge Robinson’s imposition of a six-game
suspension and will make a determination on next steps.”
Despite the NFL stating
the possibility of an appeal, the
NFLPA previously confirmed
it would not oppose any decision taken by Robinson.
“Every player, owner, business partner and stakeholder
deserves to know that our process is legitimate and will not be
tarnished based on the whims
of the league office,” the NFLPA
said in a statement on Sunday.
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Qatar’s table tennis team tops overall
standings at West Asian Championship
QNA
AMMAN

QHA announces national
squad ahead of IHF
World Cup 2023
QNA
DOHA

QATAR Handball Association
(QHA) announced on Monday
the national team’s squad for
the 28th Men’s World Cup to
be held in Poland and Sweden
from Jan. 11 to 29, 2023.
The national squad comprises
23 players as follows: Belal Masoud Mararheh
(Al Ahli), Abdulrahman Tarek
Al Abdullah,
Mustafa Amir
Heiba, Ahmed
Nader Naseem,
Ahmed Mohamed Maddadi,
Rafael De
Costa Kabote,
Belal Lbenka,
Alladine Nabil
Belrashed,
Ali Khaled Hamed (Al Duhail);
Rasheed Yussef, Mohamed
Mahmoud Abdelmajid, Ibrahim Shebl Ebeid (Al Sadd);
Anis Abdulrazaq Zawawi (Al
Arabi); Mahmoud Ahmed Zaki,
Abdelhadi Medhat Rashad (Al
Gharafa), Kamaledine Mallash,
Amin Mowafak Zekkar, Edler
and Ali Emad Al Diry (Al Rayyan);
Yassine Sami Ebrahim and
Ahmed Abdulhamid El Meniawy
(Al Wakrah); Frankis Carol Marzo
(Kuwait’s Al Kuwait) The national
team starts preparations on
Aug. 14 under the leadership of
Spanish coach Valero Rivera.
The Qatari national team
was drawn in Group E along
with Germany, Serbia and
Algeria. Group A includes

Spain, Montenegro, Chile and
Iran, and group B consists of
France, Poland, Saudi Arabia
and Slovenia.
Sweden, Brazil, Cape Verde
and Uruguay were drawn for
group C, and Iceland, Portugal, Hungary and South Korea will compete in group D.
Group F includes Norway,
Macedonia, Argentine and the
Netherlands,
while group G
includes Egypt,
Croatia, Morocco and the
United States.
Group H
consists
of
Denmark, Belgium, Bahrain
and Tunisia.
The
Qatari national
team qualified
for the 2023 World Cup after
leading group A at the group
stage of the 20th Asian Cup
held in January in Saudi Arabia, which saw the Qatari team
being crowned champion for
the fifth consecutive time after
a 29/24 victory over Bahrain
in the final.
The national team’s participation will be the ninth
in the World Cup after previous eight appearances in
Portugal 2003, Tunisia 2005,
Germany 2007, Spain 2013,
Qatar 2015, France 2017,
Germany&Denmark
2019
and Egypt 2021 with the silver medal in Qatar 2015 as the
best achievement in world cup
appearances

Afghanistan begin T20 World
Cup preparation; unveil
squad for Ireland T20Is
ICC
AFGHANISTAN have named
a 16-member squad for the
upcoming five-match T20I
assignment against Ireland,
starting 9 August.
All the five T20Is are slated
to be played in Belfast which
will form a vital part of their
preparation for the Asia Cup
and the ICC Men’s T20 World
Cup in Australia later this
year. Star spinner Mujeeb ur
Rahman is awaiting his visa
and has been named on the
reserve list.
“We have had good results
in our recent tours, the squad
has done well recently and we
are looking forward to having good results again in our
next series against Ireland,”
said ACB Chief Selector Noor
Malikza, “Mujeeb’s visa is not
yet issued and thus he has
been added to reserve players.
Once the problem is resolved,
he will be included back in the

main squad,” he added.
Players making a return to
the T20I mix are Fareed Ahmad, Hashmatullah Shahidi,
Ibrahim Zadran, and Naveenul-Haq. Ibrahim is making a
return to the shortest format
after last representing the side
in 2019 while the others made
their last T20I appearances in
2021.
Noor Ahmad, the 17-yearold left-arm wrist spinner,
who represented Afghanistan
at this year’s ICC U19 Men’s
Cricket World Cup, has retained his spot after an impressive performance in his
debut match for the senior
side. In his only T20I match,
against Zimbabwe in Harare
in June, the spinner returned
a sensational 4/10.
Fixtures:
09 August – 1st T20I, Belfast
11 August – 2nd T20I, Belfast
12 August – 3rd T20I, Belfast
15 August – 4th T20I, Belfast
17 August – 5th T20I, Belfast

THE Qatari national table tennis team topped the general
rankings of the combined West
Asian Championship competitions, which are currently being held in Jordan, and will
continue until the fifth of this
month, with the participation
of 12 countries.
The Qatari team succeeded
in topping the general standings
after winning 15 medals (6 gold,
2 silver, and 7 bronze) after the
conclusion of the singles and
doubles team competitions.
Khalil Ahmed Al Muhannadi, President of the Qatar,
Arab and Asian Federation
and First Vice President of
the International Table Tennis Federation, praised the
distinguished results achieved
by the Qatari team during the
tournament, and said that the
Qatari team’s 15 medals came
after a good performance by
the team players, and that the
results that were achieved did
not come. In a vacuum, it was
the result of great work and
effort from everyone, which
made the Qatari table tennis
achieve successive achievements annually.
Al Mohannadi stressed that
the great support provided by
the Qatar Olympic Committee
to the game and all Qatari sports
contributed to the achievement

of these achievements made by
the Qatar champions in international forums.

For his part, Abdullah
Yousef Al Mulla, a member of
the International Table Tennis

Federation, said: The achievement made by Qatari table
tennis in Jordan is supported

by a large team of players,
coaches and administrators,
and it came after continuous
effort and continuous work by
everyone. He congratulated
the Qatar Federation, headed
by Khalil Al-Mohannadi and
members of the Board of Directors, for winning 15 colored
medals, stressing that this is a
distinguished number that indicates that the game is on the
right track.
Al Mulla thanked and congratulated the Jordanian Federation for the Game, headed
by Tariq Al-Zoubi, for the great
success of the tournament’s
competitions, explaining that
Jordan brought together all
the Arabs during this tournament, and that the tournament achieved great technical
and organizational success.
For his part, Khaled Ali Al
Kuwari, director of the Qatari
national teams for table tennis, expressed his happiness
with what the Qatari team
achieved in the tournament
competitions. He said that the
Qatari team performed well in
the tournament, and succeeded in qualifying to the final 6
times in the male competitions, and succeeded in winning In all matches, he won 6
golds, to get first place in the
male category, and the girls
also won two silver medals despite their absence for a long
time from the competitions.

Windies star Dottin makes snap call on future
ANI

All-rounder Deandra Dottin
cites the current climate
and team environment
as a reason behind her
decision.

ST JOHN’S (ANTIGUA)

STAR West Indies all-rounder
Deandra Dottin called time
on her international cricket
career on Monday, citing the
current climate and team environment as a reason behind
her decision.
“Thanks to all for the love
and support with in my past 14
years of playing cricket for West
Indies! I look forward to be playing domestic cricket around the
world,” tweeted Dottin.
“Please accept this letter as
my formal retirement from the
senior women’s West Indies
team effective 1st July 2022.
This announcement has come
with much contemplation as
cricket has always been a pas-

PGA Tour announces
record prize money
for 2022-23 season
STATS PERFORM/DPA
BERLIN

RECORD prize-money will be
up for grabs on the PGA Tour
next season amid the growing
threat of the breakaway LIV
Golf series.
Dustin Johnson, Brooks
Koepka and Phil Mickelson
are among the big names who
have defected from the PGA
Tour to sign hugely lucrative
deals with the Saudi-backed
LIV Golf. The PGA Tour on
Monday revealed its 2022-23
schedule, which will see prize
money for the 43 tournaments
they run at $428.6million.
Bonus pools will total $145m, including $75m for
the
FedExCup.
There
will
be eight
invitational
events spread throughout the
schedule.
The FedEx
St.
Jude
Championship, BMW Championship and TOUR Championship will be the three FedExCup Playoffs events.
Just 70 players will earn a
spot in the first Playoffs event
in a change to the qualification
criteria.
PGA Tour commissioner
Jay Monahan said: “We’ve
heard from our fans and the
overwhelming sentiment was
that they wanted more consequences for both the FedExCup Regular Season and
the Playoffs, and to further
strengthen events that traditionally feature top players
competing head-to-head.”

Deandra Dottin.
sion of mine. However, when
the fire burns out, one has
to take time to reassess their

commitment,” said Dottin in
a letter.
“There have been many
obstacles during my cricket
career that I have had to overcome however, the current climate and team environment
has been non-conductive to
my ability to thrive and reignite my passion. I am appreciative of the opportunities
afforded to me and I have ruminated on my decision over a
period of time,” she added.
Dottin said that playing for
West Indies has been an hon-

our for her.
“During my 14 years of
playing, I have trained at my
best and grown as a player
physically, mentally and emotionally. It is the combination
of this growth that has assisted me in reflecting on what is
truly important to me. With
much sadness but without
regret, I realize that I am no
longer able to adhere to team
culture and team environment
as it has undermined my ability to perform excellently. I
wish the organization and the
team all the best in the future,”
she concluded.
She has represented West
Indies in over 260 international matches. She has scored
3,727 ODI runs in 143 games at
an average of 30.54 with three

centuries while she has scored
2,681 runs in 124 T20Is at an
average of 26.28 with two centuries. She has also taken 133
international wickets.
Dottin retires as the second highest run-scorer for the
West Indies women’s team in
ODIs and T20Is and fourth on
the list of leading wicket-takers in the T20I format.
The right-hander retires
as the second-highest runscorer for the West Indies
in both women’s ODIs and
T20Is, and fourth on the
wicket-takers list for the side
in the shorter format.
She will however continue
to represent Barbados in CWG
2022, where they will take on
India in a do-or-die match on
Wednesday.

‘I played like a captain’ – Stenson after LIV Bedminster win
STATS PERFORM/DPA
BERLIN

HENRIK Stenson could not
resist taking a dig at his Ryder
Cup predicament after winning his debut event on the
breakaway golf tour at LIV
Golf Bedminster, saying “I
guess we can agree I played
like a captain.”
Stenson – who was sensationally stripped of his Ryder
Cup captaincy after announcing he would leave the PGA
Tour - was a wire-to-wire
winner in the 54-hole event,
shooting a seven-under 64 in
his opening round, before following it with a pair of 69s.
He finished two strokes
ahead of Matthew Wolff and
Dustin Johnson at nine under, with Carlos Ortiz (eight
under) and Patrick Reed (sev-

Henrik Stenson won his debut event on the breakaway golf tour at LIV
Golf Bedminster.
en under) rounding out the
top-five, and a further threestroke buffer to sixth.
Speaking immediately after
sinking his winning putt, Stenson said it was pleasing to per-

form so well after such a hectic
couple of weeks, but only after
taking a shot at those in charge
of his Ryder Cup ban.
“Yeah, I guess we can
agree I played like a captain,”

he said, before acknowledging
Ian Poulter is the captain of
his Majesticks GC team.
“It’s been a busy 10 days,
and I’m extremely proud that
I managed to focus as well
as I did. I was a little wobbly
coming home here - I haven’t
finished the deal in a couple
of years with any wins - so
it’s always a little added pressure when you’re up in contention, but I did well.” For
the win, Stenson pocketed
a $4.375million cheque, as
well as a $375,000 bonus for
his team finishing in secondplace, only trailing Dustin
Johnson’s 4 Aces GC, which
included Pat Perez at five over.
Stenson is understood to
have accepted a signing-on fee
to join LIV Golf in the region
of $50 million, according to
ESPN’s report.

DONALD REPLACES STENSON AS EUROPEAN RYDER CUP CAPTAIN
LONDON: Luke Donald was
named Europe’s Ryder Cup
captain on Monday for next
year’s contest in Rome after
Henrik Stenson was stripped of
the role. Stenson was appointed
captain on March 15, but the
Swede’s tenure lasted just 127
days before he was sacked for
joining the Saudi-backed LIV
Golf series. Donald, who was
on the winning side in all four of
his Ryder Cup appearances as
a player, said: “I am incredibly
proud to be named European
Ryder Cup captain for 2023.
“It is truly one of the greatest
honours that can be bestowed

upon a golfer, to lead a team of
your peers and be an ambassador for an entire continent.
“I feel extremely privileged to
have been given that responsibility and it is a responsibility I
do not take lightly.
“Some of my best experiences
in golf have been in the Ryder
Cup and I would not swap those
for anything. It is an event like
no other and I cannot wait to
create more special memories
in Italy next year.” Donald’s appointment came just hours after
Stenson pocketed 4.375million
US dollars on his LIV debut, the
46-year-old winning the individu-

al event and finishing second in
the team competition at Trump
National Golf Club.
That was described as “the
greatest F/U in the history of
Golf” on Twitter by Donald Trump
Jr, whose father - former US
president Donald Trump - owns
the course in New Jersey.
Donald was on the winning side
in 2004, 2006, 2010 and 2012
and was also a vice-captain to
Thomas Bjorn for the 2018 win
in Paris. The 44-year-old’s first
taste of defeat in the biennial
contest came in the same role
under Padraig Harrington at
Whistling Straits last year, when

the United States stormed to a
record 19-9 victory.
Five members of the European
team have defected to LIV - Sergio Garcia, Lee Westwood, Paul
Casey, Ian Poulter and Bernd
Wiesberger - while Americans
Dustin Johnson, Bryson DeChambeau and Brooks Koepka
have joined the controversial
breakaway. The trio have been
indefinitely suspended from
the PGA Tour and are therefore,
as things stand, ineligible for
the Ryder Cup, while it remains
unclear if the European rebels
will be able to qualify.
(PA Media/DPA)

16

Tuesday, August 2, 2022

The Last Word

NU-Q welcomes Class of
2026 at colourful annual
convocation ceremony

UDST kicks off academic
year with new programs
and over 6,000 students
TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

THE University of Doha
for Science and Technology
(UDST) welcomed back students to campus for the start
of the new academic year.
Close to 6,000 new and returning students joined the
university for the 2022-2023
academic year across four different colleges from Business
Management, Computing and
Information Technology, Engineering and Health Sciences.
This year saw an increase
of 15 percent in the application
rate after announcing 12 new
programmes that the university has made available for this
Fall term.
At UDST both Qatari citizens and children of Qatari
women are exempt from the
payment of tuition fees for
Bachelor’s degree and diploma
programs.
UDST offers applied Bachelor’s and Master’s degree programmes in addition to diplomas and certificates.
The university’s 62 programmes are tailored to the
needs of Qatar’s economy, of
which eight are unique in Qatar: Bachelor of Applied Business Administration in Bank-

ing and Financial Technology;
Bachelor of Applied Science
in Data Science and Artificial
Intelligence; Bachelor of Applied Science in Respiratory
Therapy and Bachelor of Applied Science in Medical Radiography; Bachelor of Applied
Science in Digital Communications and Media Production; Bachelor of Science in
Electrical Engineering - Applied Electrical Power and Renewable Energy; Bachelor of
Engineering in Construction
Engineering; Bachelor of Science in Electrical Engineering
- Applied Automation and System Control Engineering.
Dr Salem Al Naemi, president of UDST, expressed his
confidence that the university
would continue to grow at a
fast pace.
He said, “UDST’s core values of performance, excellence
and achievement are the foundation of our commitment
towards our students and our
nation. Our aim is to help our
community self-develop and
seek innovation that serves society and achieves sustainability under the Qatar National
Vision 2030. We have developed and actioned many strategies in collaboration with our
partners which will result in

the reveal of multiple unique
projects that will benefit our
society and position UDST as
a leading institution in applied
education.
“We are also on the verge
of witnessing a one-of-a-kind
event in Qatar and that is the
much-awaited FIFA World Cup
Qatar 2022. We are all looking
forward to this world event that
will bring together people from
across the globe to celebrate
not only football but the state of
Qatar. I wish everyone a happy
and safe return and we start
this term full of hope and optimism as the university gears
up to equip its students with
the tools to face changes and
achieve new goals.”
Prior to the first day of
classes, students took part in
orientation sessions organised
by the Student Engagement
department.
New joiners were introduced to the many advanced
laboratory and simulation facilities that the campus boasts,
and were able to meet highly
skilled counselors who will be
supporting them through their
study journey. Furthermore,
students had the opportunity
to engage in different activities
and join clubs and a wide variety of sports teams.

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

WELCOMING Northwestern
Qatar’s (NU-Q) 15th incoming class at its annual convocation ceremony, dean Marwan M Kraidy encouraged
the Class of 2026 to use their
years at Northwestern to set
free their imagination and
strive to make a meaningful impact. “Remember that
a university education is not
simply a blueprint to make a
living, but a roadmap to make
a life. As you grapple with
that, seek mentors and experiences that set your imagination on fire,” he said.
Kraidy also highlighted
the distinctions of the incoming class and told them that
in the coming years they will
contribute to enriching the
school. “You were selected
from an impressive pool of
applicants – the largest in the
school’s history, and also the
most selective,” said Kraidy.
“You represent more than
25 nationalities and include
a founder of Incubate Qatar,
a delegate at the European
Youth Parliament, anchor of a
Ministry of Sports and Youth
news show in Qatar, an assistant director of the first Pakistani film to win in Cannes,
writers, content creators …

you will all enliven and enrich
Northwestern Qatar.”
Joining Dean Kraidy in
welcoming the new class as
convocation speaker was
Caroline Faraj, vice president
and editor-in-chief of CNN
Arabic Services, who stressed
the importance of university
education in unlocking possibilities beyond the walls of
the campus. “I would like to
encourage you to remember
that today is a foundation for
lifelong learning,” said Faraj.
“Use your time here to make
friendships that last […] train
to master effective listening
and focus on facts […] respect
the value of time […] appreciate diversity and accept others as they are, […] and learn
to give back and serve in the
line you enjoy.”
Drawing from her experience, she encouraged the class
to use their skills as storytellers to make a difference. “As
storytellers, each one of us has
something to say,” said Faraj,
who went on to underscore to
the students the importance of
mastering the art of humanizing the stories as university
students and later as journalists reporting on different societies and cultures.
Following her remarks,
Faraj stepped out from behind the podium and asked

the students if they had any
questions. In answering one
student’s question on how
to navigate being a journalist in the region, she stressed
the importance of telling the
truth despite the challenges
they may face as they report
on stories. “There is always
a way to tell the truth … I
encourage you to always understand the society you are
dealing with, the message you
have written, and the receivers who are going to receive
your message,” she said.
A leading Arab media figure, Faraj began her career
as a journalist in Jordan,
where she covered the 1990
peace talks between Jordan
and Israel and hosted the
country’s first morning talk
show. In the years after, she
went on to join Jordan Times
as managing editor, became
the regional correspondent
for US Defense News, and
held positions in London for
Dubai TV and in Jordan for
Bahrain TV before joining
CNN and later leading the
launching of its Arabic site
in 2002 and covering major
events in the region.
Khadija Ahmad, president
of the Northwestern Qatar
Student Government, also
spoke at the ceremony. In
her remarks she encouraged

the class to create new possibilities by working together
as a community. “I want you
to know that you can make
the best of your experiences
here through community,”
said Ahmad. “The university
can become a site of radical possibility. You will find
freedom and opportunity in
the margins of the university;
amongst the people and the
spaces they’ve created.”
More than 120 students
join Northwestern Qatar
this fall as part of the Class
of 2026. The incoming class
is one of the most diverse,
competitive, and dynamic in
the school’s history, including students from Qatar, the
U.S., Albania, Austria, Bangladesh, Brazil, Canada, China,
Egypt, India, Iran, Jordan,
Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Latvia, Morocco, Nepal, Oman,
Pakistan, Palestine, Rwanda,
South Korea, Sudan, Taiwan,
Tajikistan and Zimbabwe.
Northwestern
Qatar’s
Convocation is held at the
beginning of each academic
year following a week-long
orientation for the incoming
class, which includes the annual Northwestern ‘March
Through the Arch,’ which
welcomes each new class
and kicks off the new academic year.

DFI invites young film fans for special 10th edition of Ajyal Film Festival 2022
TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

THE Doha Film Institute
(DFI) is accepting juror applications for the 2022 Special 10th edition of the Ajyal
Film Festival, set to take place
from October 1 to 8, 2022
with events and activities taking place both in-person and
online.
The 2022 Special Edition
of the Ajyal Film Festival is
DFI’s tribute to the nation in a
historic year, and will provide
exclusive Jury access to talks,
workshops and Masterclasses
in an innovative format that
will maximise the accessibility and experience of the jurors and the industry guests.
The 2022 Ajyal Jurors
become part of a very special
edition, with the Ajyal Film
Festival being held with an
expanded programme of two
events – one dedicated to the
Jurors in October and the second, an inspiring public event

from November 22 to Decemver 16 that will also coincide
with the world’s most awaited
sporting spectacle being hosted in the country, the FIFA
World Cup 2022 Qatar.
Youth aged eight to 25
are invited to register for the
reputed Ajyal Jury Experience that welcomes over 500
jurors annually, to be part of
an invaluable cultural experi-

ence and explore the exciting
world of cinema through curated film screenings, workshops and discussions.
In a fun and collaborative environment, Ajyal Jury
in three age specific groups
are empowered to find their
creative voice and discover
cinema not just from the perspective of entertainment but
as a medium that can bring

about positive social change.
Fatma Hassan Alremaihi,
chief executive officer of the
Doha Film Institute, said:
“The Ajyal Jury Experience is
truly a one-of-a-kind cultural
initiative that brings together
young people from across the
world for a week-long celebration of film that will not only
enhance their understanding of the world but also help

build their inter-personal and
professional skills. Ajyal over
the years has given the youth
an opportunity to explore
new horizons of creative and
cultural understanding, and
we take great pride in our
global Ajyal community and
its collective belief that art
and film are here to comfort
and inspire each of us.
“This year, as we mark a

special 10th edition to coincide with the extraordinary
global event that Qatar is
hosting, we look forward to
welcoming our vibrant team
of over 500 Ajyal Jurors to
come together across physical
and cultural divides, instilling a sense of empowerment
to build a brighter future and
bringing us closer together as
a global community.”
Registration to the Ajyal
Jury programme is now open
until September 21, 2022 at
https://www.dohafilminstitute.com/filmfestival/ajyaljury.
Participants must be between the ages of eight and
25 to enrol. Applicants can
benefit from an early bird
discounted fee of QR150 for
registrations completed before September 1, 2022. The
standard fee is QR250 with
discounted fees for siblings
and Qatar Museums Culture Pass Members costing
QR200. For any queries, con-

tact ajyaljury@dohafilminstitute.com.
Ajyal Jurors are categorised in three competition
segments – Mohaq (ages
eight to 12), Hilal (ages 13 to
17) and Bader (ages 18 to 25).
They will evaluate a curated
film programme covering feature films and short films appropriate to their age.
Being an Ajyal Juror is a
highly creative learning experience that instils an appreciation of cinema as well as the
values of teamwork, critical
thinking, and leadership.
Last year more, than 500
jurors from 45 nationalities
served as Ajyal Jurors, who
had access to specially curated
workshops, daily film screenings, jury discussions, Ajyal
Talks and opportunities to interact with global filmmakers
in the Spotlight sessions and a
range of events and activities
that inspire creative interaction and stimulate cinematic
dialogue.

