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QNB Stars League set for thrilling start as  
Al Sadd take on Al Markhiya in opener

VINAY NAYUDU
DOHA

WITH the world’s attention on 
Qatar with preparations afoot 
for football’s global showpiece 
which is just over three months 
away, the Qatar Stars League is 
all set for a distinguished start 
for a new season this year. The 
teams having re-jigged their 
strategies, signed professional 
foreign players and coaches, 
trained overseas and played 
friendlies, it is now time for the 
pre-cursor to the mega show to 
unfold. 

Defending champions Al 
Sadd, depleted by the absence 
of their top stars (who would be 
with the Qatar national team 
preparing for the FIFA World 
Cup), take on the promoted 
Al Markhiya in the opening 
match of the new QNB Stars 
League for the 2022-2023 sea-
son on Monday.

The two sides will lock 
horns at the air-cooled Khalifa 
International Stadium with 
the kick off set at 5:35pm. 
And there is a big enthusiasm 
and expectations among fans 
who have been waiting for the 
league to kick off.

Al Sadd start as favourites 
while Al Markhiya, coached by 
former Qatari player Abdul-
lah Mubarak, are keen on a 
motivational win. They would 
also realise that this would be 
perhaps be the best chance to 
overpower the Wolves, who 
need to find new combinations 
at play.

Al Sadd enter the inaugural 
match under the guidance of 
their new Spanish coach Juan 
Manuel Lillo “Juanma”, and 
amid the absence of more than 
15 players. Al Sadd have main-
tained their strength of foreign 
professional players who will 
have a big role in helping the 
side achieve victories in the 
absence of their international 
stars namely Santi Cazorla, 
Jung Woo-young, Guilherme 
Torres, Andre Ayew and Bagh-
dad Bounedjah.

Newcomers Al Markhiya 
rely on their several distin-
guished players namely Alge-
rians Jugurtha Hamroun and 
Ayoub Ezzi, and Oman’s Jameel 
Al Yahmadi besides several ris-
ing local players and on par with 
the foreign professionals.

Al Markhiya have con-
tracted Moroccan Idris Ftouhi, 
a former Al Sailiya player, 
considered as one of the most 
prominent names on which 
the team would rely a lot, and 
Iraqi striker Aymen Hussein, 
having arrived from Umm 

Salal.
Al Sadd, with Juanma, will 

be keen to make a strong start 
despite the absence of their 
star players hoping for the new 
professional stars to excel.

“It’s a great opportunity 
for the new players to step 
and excel,” said Juanma while 
speaking to the media on the 
eve of the match. “the absence 
of our international stars can 
be seen as an opportunity. We 
can look at it as a problem, but 
we can also consider it as an 
opportunity. We don’t have a 
lot of players but we have the 
opportunity to give time to 

compete to the players that are 
there. They are with us now 
and they have all done well 
in the training camp during 
the pre-season phase,” he ex-
plained.

On the team’s preparations, 
he said, “The training camp in 
Austria was very good, which 
gave us the opportunity to get to 
know the players, now we have 
our first official match against 
Al Markhiya and it will be use-
ful for us to learn more about 
the league championship.

“We have watched some 
Al Markhiya matches from the 
last season and we have also 

watched some of their friendly 
matches before this season.”

Al Sadd player Bahaa Al 
Laithi said the match would be 
even and played with a lot of 
enthusiasm. 

“It will be difficult and en-
thusiastic at the same just as 
opening matches are of the 
league. Our final prepara-
tion at the camp in Austria 
was excellent. We got to more 
and got acquainted with our 
coach’s plans which will help 
us at the beginning of our 
journey. The team is now fully 
prepared to go into the league 
championship and provide its 

best,” Al Laithi said.
Coach Mubarak has been 

leading Al Markhiya’s training 
and will be aiming for his team 
to rise to the challenge.

“I congratulate ourselves 
on the rise of Al Markhiya, its 
participation in the QNB Stars 
League, and its playing at the 
Khalifa International Stadium. 
Al Markhiya, like other teams, 
had an overseas training camp 
and played six friendly match-

es both in Doha and during 
the camp. All players are now 
ready for the match. We have 
a tough match against defend-
ing champions Al Sadd and a 
team which is not likely to be 
affected by the absence of their 
star players,” he said.

Al Markhiya player, Talal 

Ali, said: “Our preparations 
to face Al Sadd have been 
very good and the confidence 
among the players ahead of 
the first round is high and we 
aim to perform well. We aim 
to do well and perform at a 
level worthy of a team being in 
the QNB Stars League.”

Al Sadd’s star players train with the team during a training session on Sunday. Al Sadd would be missing 15 of their top players in the QNB 
Stars League this season as they are with the Qatar national team and will be preparing for the FIFA World Cup 2022.

Al Markhiya players in action while training ahead of their opening 
QNB Stars League match against defending champions Al Sadd.

Young Al Sadd fans pose with the QSL trophy during a promotional event in Doha on Sunday.

Al Markhiya coach Abdullah Mubarak speaks to the media on the eve 
of their 2022-23 season QNB Stars League match against Al Sadd.

Al Sadd’s new Spanish coach 
Juan Manuel Lillo “Juanma” dur-
ing the team’s training on Sunday.

Battle of equals: Umm Salal and Al Ahli seek winning start
TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK

DOHA

IN what will be a battle of 
equals, Umm Salal will meet 
Al Ahli in their opening match 
of the QNB Stars League 2022-
23 at 7.45pm at the Jassim Bin 
Hamad Stadium on Monday.

The two teams enter the 
new season of the league with 
hopes and ambitions to win and 
prove themselves. An opening 
win will provide for a great mo-
tivation for more victories. Both 
sides have new strength with 
the addition of new players and 
long preparations leading up to 
the new season.

Umm Salal during their 
training camp in the Turk-
ish city of Izmit played three 
friendly matches as part of the 
team’s preparations. In the first 
of their matches, the Falcons 
beat Darıca Genclerbirligi club 

3-2. In their second friendly, 
Umm Salal beat Turkish side 
Adana Demirspor 2-0 while in 
the third match, they lost 1-0 
to Iranian team Foolad Khuz-
estan. And, in a friendly match 
in Doha against Al Markhiya, 
the two teams were tied with 
one goal each.

Umm Salal, who finished 
sixth the last season, will be 
keen to cross the first hurdle 
against Al Ahli, which finished 
seventh on the table. 

The Falcons are aim-
ing to make it to the top four 
this season having chosen to 
continue with Qatari coach 
Wissam Rizk. The team has 
a comprehensive change to 
its list having contracted five 
foreign professional stars in 
Ivorian Jonathan Kodjia, Uz-
bek Sardor Rashidov Ikhti-
yorovich, Moroccan Abdellah 
Khafifi, Dutch Driess Saddiki, 

and Portuguese Joao Carlos 
Teixeira.

Umm Salal coach Wis-
sam Rizk, said, “We are look-
ing forward to the start. Our 
preparations for the Al Ahli 
match have reached the high-

est level and the players are 
ready and in their best physi-
cal and technical condition. 
There is great discipline and 
high concentration in the team 
in order to achieve a positive 
result. In any tournament, our 

focus should be high and we 
also know that we face a re-
spectable opponent. We have 
studied their strengths and 
weaknesses. Our players will 
be most ready to win,” he said.

“The team went through 

a useful camp in Turkey and 
benefited from the friendly 
matches. There are no injuries 
in the team and I have great 
confidence in the abilities of 
our players to present a dis-
tinguished show and achieve 
a positive result against our ri-
vals. Our ambition is to reach 
the best position possible in 
the league table this season,” 
stressed Rizk. 

In contrast, Al Ahli continu-
ing with their coach Nebojsa Jo-
vovic also have had a successful 
conditioning camp in Austria 
where they also played a friendly 
against Hungarian football club 
Gyirmot which ended 1-2.

Jovovic has strong belief 
in his team’s players namely: 
Iranian Shojae Khalilzadeh, 
Algerian Sofiane Hanni, and 
Montenegrin Nikola Vukcevic. 
Along with Jordanian goal-
keeper Yazan Naim and Irani-

an defender Hossein Kanaani-
zadegan. These are supported 
by Qatari players Nasser Khal-
fan and Abdalaziz Al Hasia.

Al Ahli’s Montenegrin 
coach Jovovic said his team 
has prepared for a gradual 
progression and that his team 
aims to advance step by step in 
the new season.

“I have great confidence in 
the abilities of the players to 
give their best technical and 
physical effort for a distin-
guished start. 

“While we have made 
many changes to the team, it 
still retains its spirit of oneness 
and that will give Al Ahli an in-
centive to produce their best. 
As a coach I always aspire for 
players to give their maximum 
possible effort on the field, the 
outcome then will be a distinc-
tive for the team and make Al 
Ahli fans proud,” he added.

Al Ahli coach Nebojsa Jovovic. Umm Salal players during their training camp in Izmir, Turkey.
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MINISTER OF SPORTS AND YOUTH HONOURS QATARI ARCH TO ARC TRIATHLON CHAMPIONS
QNA
DOHA

HE Minister of Sports and 
Youth Salah bin Ghanim Al Ali 
honoured Qatari champions 
of the Arch to Arc Triathlon, 
the world’s longest triathlon 
race that connects London 
and Paris, and which was held 
from July 12 to 19. The felici-
tation ceremony was attended 
by Advisor to HE the Minister 
of Sports and Youth and Presi-
dent of the Sports for All Fed-
eration Abdulrahman Musal-
lam Al Dosari.

HE the Minister of Sports 
and Youth praised the efforts 
made by the Qatari team in 
their successful mission in the 
challenge, which embodies the 
extent of development reached 
by the Qatari sports, and high-
lights the outstanding capa-
bilities of the Qatari youth and 
their ability to represent their 
country and reflect an honor-
able image of the Qatari sports 
in various sports forums and 
at all levels.

For their part, the mem-
bers of the team participating 
in the race, consisting of Talal 
Al Emadi, Fahad Al Buain-
ain and Abdulaziz Al Abdul-
lah, praised the attention and 
care accorded by the Ministry 
of Sports and Youth to their 
historical participation in this 
global challenge, represented 
by the Qatar Sports for All 
Federation; stressing that the 
support provided to them to 
make their participation in 
the challenge successful rep-
resents a great incentive for 
them to participate in such 
global challenges and raise the 
name of Qatar in international 
sports forums. 

The Qatari team was able 
to complete the Arch to Arc 
Triathlon, which has a total 
distance of 491 kilometers, in 
a record time of 69 hours and 
20 minutes. 

The journey includes by 
running, swimming and cy-
cling starting from the “Mar-
ble Arch” in London, to the 
“Arc de Triomphe” in Paris. 

Toone and Kelly strike as super subs 
clinch England Euro 2022 glory

STATS PERFORM/DPA 
LONDON

CHLOE Kelly and Ella Toone 
wrote themselves into Eng-
lish football history as Sarina 
Wiegman’s brilliant Lionesses 
beat Germany 2-1 after extra-
time in a tension-packed Euro 
2022 final.

Toone put England in front 
at Wembley with a classy fin-
ish in the 62nd minute, but 
Germany stung the hosts when 
Lina Magull equalized with 11 
minutes left of normal time.

It became the first Wom-
en’s Euros final since 2001 
to go to extra-time. Germany 
beat Sweden with a late goal 
21 years ago, scooping their 
fifth title, and they have since 
added three more.

But Kelly ensured there 
would not be a ninth at Eng-
land’s national stadium, pok-
ing in a 110th-minute win-
ner, tearing off her shirt and 
sprinting away in celebration.

England had never won 
a senior European Champi-
onship, but after the men’s 
team went agonizingly close 
last year, the women, led by 
skipper Leah Williamson, 
have gone one better.

Germany suffered a dev-
astating blow moments be-
fore kick-off when captain and 
six-goal top scorer Alexandra 
Popp was ruled out by a mus-
cle injury, but they were ro-
bust without her.

England’s Ellen White 
and Germany’s Sara Daebritz 
threatened in the early stages, 
before the hosts had their best 
chance of a physical first half 
in the 38th minute when Beth 
Mead’s cutback from the right 
was fired just over the bar by 
White.

Germany substitute Tabea 
Wassmuth, on from the start 
of the second half, drew a save 
from Mary Earps with a shot 
from a difficult angle.

Magull then speared nar-
rowly wide as England’s defence 
looked increasingly jittery.

Yet then came a break-
through, with manager Wieg-
man having sacrificed the 
experienced White and Fran 
Kirby for young guns Toone 
and Alessia Russo. 

Both had hit crucial goals 
coming off the bench to help 
England reach the final, and 

this time it was Toone with the 
heroics.

Keira Walsh looked up to 
see Toone on the charge and 

threaded a terrific pass be-
yond the German backline, 
Toone keeping her cool to lob 
Frohms from the edge of the 
penalty area.

Germany almost struck 
back when Magull, coming in 
from the right, crashed a shot 
against the right post, while 
England lost Mead to injury, 
meaning she and Popp shared 
the Golden Boot.

The warning signs had 
been there, and Magull lev-
elled in the 79th minute when 
she tucked home Wassmuth’s 
low cross from the right.

In extra-time, tension and 
tiredness took over, each team 
desperate for just one chance. 
And in the 110th minute, one 
fell to Kelly.

Lauren Hemp’s inswinging 
corner from the right caused 
chaos, and Kelly prodded in 
from close range. England 
briefly thought it had been 
disallowed, but it was fine, and 
Wembley roared. This time it 
was coming home.

England’s players celebrate with the trophy after their win in the UEFA Women’s Euro 2022 final against Germany at the Wembley stadium in 
London on Sunday. England won a major women’s tournament for the first time securing a 2-1 victory over Germany at a sold out Wembley. (AFP)

Germany’s players react after their defeat in the UEFA Women’s Euro 2022 final at the Wembley. (AFP) 

Queen hails England’s win as ‘inspiration for girls and women’
THE Queen has hailed the 
English team’s historic Euro 
2022 win as “an inspiration for 
girls and women” across the 
nation.
England won the European 
Women’s Football Champion-
ships as they were cheered on 
by the Duke of Cambridge and 
an 87,000-strong crowd at Wem-
bley Stadium on Sunday.
The team beat Germany 2-1 
after extra time, securing the 
first major tournament title for 

any England team since 1966.
Following their triumph, the 
Queen praised the team, 
saying their “success goes far 
beyond the trophy”.
She said in a statement: “My 
warmest congratulations, and 
those of my family, go to you 
all on winning the European 
Women’s Football Champion-
ships. 
“It is a significant achievement 
for the entire team, including 
your support staff.

“The Championships and your 
performance in them have 
rightly won praise.
“However, your success goes 
far beyond the trophy you have 
so deservedly earned.
“You have all set an example 
that will be an inspiration for 
girls and women today, and for 
future generations.
“It is my hope that you will be 
as proud of the impact you 
have had on your sport as you 
are of the result today.” Eng-

land are also expected to have 
made history with the biggest 
home TV audience on record 
for a women’s football match.
The record of nine million was 
set during England’s semi-final 
defeat by the US in the 2019 
World Cup, according to ratings 
organisation Barb.
Those in the crowd at Wembley 
included the Duke of Cam-
bridge and Tory leadership 
hopeful Liz Truss.
Prime Minister Boris Johnson, 

who watched the match from 
home with his children Wilfred 
and Romy, praised the team on 
their “stunning” victory.
He said in a tweet: “Football 
has come home! A stunning 
victory by the @Lionesses. 
“Huge congratulations to Sa-
rina, Leah and the whole team.
“Football pitches across the 
country will be filled as never 
before by girls and women 
inspired by your triumph.” 
(PA Media/DPA)

Xavi encouraged by  
Lewandowski, 99%  

sure on Barca squad
STATS PERFORM/DPA

BERLIN 

Barcelona coach Xavi is confi-
dent Robert Lewandowski will 
soon find his rhythm at the 
club, having failed to find the 
net in pre-season.

The Poland international 
is one of Barcelona’s marquee 
additions for the 2022-23 
season, joining from Bayern 
Munich, and arrives with an 
established reputation as one 
of Europe’s deadliest finishers.

Goals have not come in 
preparation for the new season, 
but Xavi is not concerned and 
believes there have been some 
encouraging signs already.

“The positive is that he has 
had all those opportunities, I 
am sure he will mark them,” 
he said following Barcelona’s 
win against the New York Red 
Bulls on Saturday.

“In training, they go in; to-
day, they have not gone in. I am 
convinced that they will go in, 
I trust him.  “It happened with 
Luis Suarez, Ferran [Torres] last 
year. He’s going to have chances 

to score; tonight he’s had them, 
that’s the positive part.” 

There could yet be further 
transfer business at Camp 
Nou, as Frenkie de Jong con-
tinues to be of interest to Man-
chester United.

Xavi has insisted playing De 
Jong at centre-back in a previ-
ous friendly was not a “signal” 
he was to leave, although the 
coach has almost finalised 
plans for his first-team squad.

“I don’t know if there will 
be more [signings], it all de-
pends on the financial fair play 
and the finances,” Xavi said. 
“There will be exits, and I’ve 
been clear about that.

“I think I’m 99 per cent 
sure about [the final squad list], 
and most players know, too. 
We have spoken to the players 
whose future we’ve decided.”

German Cup: Freiburg and 
Hoffenheim survive scares 

with extra-time wins
DPA

BERLIN 

A late equalizer from Roland 
Sallai and a brilliant free-
kick in extra-time spared 
Freiburg’s blushes away to 
Kaiserslautern in the first 
round of the German Cup on 
Sunday while Hoffenheim 
also limped beyond minnows 
Rödinghausen.

Second division Kaiser-
slautern led through Marlon 
Ritter’s inspired strike from 
just inside the Freiburg half 
to lead at the break but Sallai 
forced home a corner seven 
minutes from time to prevent 
embarrassment.

And Ritsu Doan’s curled 
shot over the wall deep into 
the extra period took Christian 
Streich’s men into the second 
round.

Hoffenheim were 
held goalless by fifth-tier 
Rödinghausen on Andre 
Breitenreiter’s debut on the 
bench but Ozan Kabak and 
Grischa Prömel struck in the 
last five minutes – though in 
between the hosts had a po-
tential equalizer ruled out for 
offside.

Schalke tuned up for their 
Bundesliga return next week 
with a 5-0 cruise away to 
Bremer SV on Sunday.

A Dominick Drexler dou-
ble came between the opener 
from Rodrigo Zalazar Mar-
tinez and an own goal from 
Sebastian Kmiec effectively 
settled matters before half-
time for the second division 

champions.
Striker Sebastian Polter 

had a penalty saved by Malte 
Seemann before the break and 
with only Marcin Kaminski 
adding to the scoring late on, 
the fourth-tier hosts easily im-
proved on their 12-0 losing ef-
fort to Bayern Munich in last 
season’s first round.

A clever free-kick from 
Arne Maier ended fourth-tier’s 
Blau-Weiss Lohne’s resistance 
as Augsburg won 4-0 while 
Borussia Mönchengladbach 
thrashed fifth-level Oberarch-
en 9-1, marginally falling short 
of the 10 scored by Paderborn 
on Saturday.

Marcus Thuram bagged a 
hat-trick for Gladbach while 
the home side could celebrate 
Nico Huber’s consolation.

Second division sides 
Arminia Bielefeld, Hanover 
and Sandhausen all had wins 
as well.

Hertha Berlin visit Eintra-
cht Braunschweig among the 
late kick-offs.

All cup games this week-
end are beginning with a one 
minute delay in a campaign 
to highlight climate change, 
while there are also tributes 
for late Germany icon Uwe 
Seeler.

German Cup holders RB 
Leipzig and Bundesliga cham-
pions Bayern Munich met in 
Saturday’s Super Cup, so their 
first-round games against Ot-
tensen and Viktoria Cologne 
take place at the end of Au-
gust. The second-round draw 
is in September.

Robert Lewandowski goals 
have not come in pre-sea-
son, but Xavi believes 
there have been some 
encouraging signs already.
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Verstappen wins from 10th on 
grid amid more Ferrari misery

DPA
BUDAPEST 

WORLD champion Max Ver-
stappen won the Hungarian 
Formula One Grand Prix in 
sensational fashion from 10th 
on the grid on Sunday while 
Ferrari rival Charles Leclerc 
suffered another setback after 
struggling with his tyres.

Red Bull’s Verstappen won 
the 13th season race, despite a 
mid-race spin, from the Mer-
cedes duo of Lewis Hamilton 
and surprise pole sitter George 
Russell with rain threatening 
all the time but never falling 
heavily on a cool afternoon.

It was the same podium 
order as eight days ago in 
France.

Ferrari had appeared set 
to cut the gap in the title race 
after qualifying second and 
third from Carlos Sainz and 
Leclerc while Verstappen and 
his team-mate Sergio Perez 
started 10th and 11th.

But instead, a big struggle 
on hard tyres which resulted 
in an additional third pit stop 
saw Leclerc finish a meagre 
sixth, a week after crashing 
out in leading position in Le 
Castellet.

Sainz also failed to make 
the podium in fourth while 
Verstappen was the big winner 
of the race that after qualifying 
had appeared to be only dam-
age limitation for him.

The Dutchman extended his 
championship lead by another 
17 points as he enters a four-
week summer break 80 points 

clear of Leclerc at the top.
“Amazing result, who 

would have thought when we 
woke up we are going to win 
the race?” the elated Verstap-
pen said via team radio before 
adding later: “It was a crazy 
race and I’m of course very 
happy that we won it.

“We were always pitting 
at the right time, I thought we 
had some good out laps, and at 
the end - even with the 360 - 
we won the race.” 

Russell said: “Amazing 
job by the team, pole position 
yesterday, double podium - 
we’re definitely making pro-

gress.” Russell won the start 
from pole, keeping Sainz and 
Leclerc at bay while Hamilton 
rose two to fifth and Verstap-
pen also two to eighth by the 
end of the opening lap.

Russell and Verstappen 
were first into the pits in lap 
17 for fresh rubber and Leclerc 
the last of the top drivers five 
laps later which helped him 
past Sainz into second while 
Verstappen rose to fourth by 
this point.

Leclerc hunted down Rus-
sell, passed him on the out-
side into turn one and soon 
pulled away.

Verstappen started the 
second round of stops, with 
Russell and Leclerc following 
soon after but Verstappen then 
passed Leclerc on the inside 
into turn one as Leclerc strug-
gled with his new hard tyres.

Verstappen dramatically 
had a full spin shortly after 
having lost the rear. That al-
lowed Leclerc to pass but 
Ferrari’s joy was short-lived 
because Verstappen moved 
ahead effortlessly again.

That meant the race lead 
once Sainz and Hamilton had 
eventually also made their sec-
ond stops with 19 laps left.

Leclerc’s agony eventually 
ended when he was fitted soft 
tyres for the last 15 laps.

Hamilton meanwhile 
passed Sainz and Russell for 
his sixth straight podium and 
a late virtual safety car ce-
mented the order as Verstap-
pen won for the first time in 
Hungary and eighth time in 
the season.

Perez was fifth and four-
time world champion Se-
bastian Vettel, who had an-
nounced his retirement after 
the season on Thursday, was 
also in the points in 10th for 
Aston Martin.

Red Bull Racing’s Dutch driver Max Verstappen crosses the finish line to win the Formula One Hungarian Grand Prix at the Hungaroring in Mogy-
orod near Budapest, Hungary, on Sunday. (AFP)

Red Bull Racing’s Dutch driver 
Max Verstappen celebrates after 
winning the Formula One Hungar-
ian Grand Prix at the Hungaror-
ing in Mogyorod in Budapest on 
Sunday.. (AFP)

1. Max Verstappen (NED/Red Bull) 1hr 39min 35.912sec, 2. Lewis Hamilton (GBR/Mercedes) at 
7.834sec, 3. George Russell (GBR/Mercedes) 12.337, 4. Carlos Sainz (ESP/Ferrari) 14.579, 5. Sergio 
Perez (MEX/Red Bull) 15.688, 6. Charles Leclerc (MON/Ferrari) 16.047, 7. Lando Norris (GBR/McLaren-
Mercedes) 1:18.300, 8. Fernando Alonso (ESP/Alpine-Renault) 1 lap, 9. Esteban Ocon (FRA/Alpine-
Renault) 1 lap, 10. Sebastian Vettel (GER/Aston Martin-Mercedes) 1 lap, 11. Lance Stroll (CAN/Aston 
Martin-Mercedes) 1 lap, 12. Pierre Gasly (FRA/AlphaTauri-Red Bull) 1 lap, 13. Zhou Guanyu (CHN/Alfa 
Romeo) 1 lap, 14. Mick Schumacher (GER/Haas-Ferrari) 1 lap, 15. Daniel Ricciardo (AUS/McLaren-
Mercedes) 1 lap, 16. Kevin Magnussen (DEN/Haas-Ferrari) 1 lap, 17. Alexander Albon (THA/Williams-
Mercedes) 1 lap, 18. Nicholas Latifi (CAN/Williams-Mercedes) 1 lap, 19. Yuki Tsunoda (JPN/AlphaTauri-
Red Bull) 2 laps, 20. Valtteri Bottas (FIN/Alfa Romeo) 5 laps
Fastest lap: Lewis Hamilton (GBR/Mercedes) 1:21.386 on 57th lap (average speed: 260.580 km/h)
Did not finish: Valtteri Bottas (FIN/Alfa Romeo)

World championship standings (after 13 races)
Drivers
1. Max Verstappen (NED) 258pts, 2. Charles Leclerc (MON) 178, 3. Sergio Perez (MEX) 173, 4. George 
Russell (GBR) 158, 5. Carlos Sainz (ESP) 156, 6. Lewis Hamilton (GBR) 146, 7. Lando Norris (GBR) 76, 
8. Esteban Ocon (FRA) 58, 9. Valtteri Bottas (FIN) 46, 10. Fernando Alonso (ESP) 41, 11. Kevin 
Magnussen (DEN) 22, 12. Daniel Ricciardo (AUS) 19, 13. Pierre Gasly (FRA) 16, 14. Sebastian Vettel 
(GER) 16, 15. Mick Schumacher (GER) 12, 16. Yuki Tsunoda (JPN) 11, 17. Zhou Guanyu (CHN) 5, 18. 
Lance Stroll (CAN) 4, 19. Alexander Albon (THA) 3, 20. Nicholas Latifi (CAN) 0, 21. Nico Hülkenberg 
(GER) 0
Constructors: 1. Red Bull 431pts, 2. Ferrari 334, 3. Mercedes 304, 4. Alpine-Renault 99, 5. McLaren-
Mercedes 95, 6. Alfa Romeo 51, 7. Haas-Ferrari 34, 8. AlphaTauri-Red Bull 27, 9. Aston Martin-Mercedes 
20, 10. Williams-Mercedes 3.

Results & Standings

Ferrari’s Monegasque driver Charles Leclerc stops in the pits during 
the Formula One Hungarian Grand Prix at the Hungaroring in Mogy-
orod near Budapest, Hungary, on Sunday. (AFP)

Leclerc left baffled by  
Ferrari strategy that ‘lost’

STATS PERFORM/DPA
BERLIN 

CHARLES Leclerc has ques-
tioned Ferrari’s strategy for 
the Hungarian Grand Prix af-
ter dubbing his sixth-place fin-
ish as a “disaster.” A decision 
to put on the hard-compound 
tyre brought an abrupt end 
to Leclerc’s hopes of winning 
the race, conceding position 
to Red Bull’s Max Verstappen 
- who now sits 80-points clear 
in the championship stand-
ings after another victory.

Performances from others 
on the grid had already shown 
that the hard compound tyre 
was not competitive in Sun-
day’s race but Ferrari, having 
used the medium compound 
twice, elected to take the hard 
rather than push out a longer 
stint before taking the softs.

That decision proved to be 
the undoing of Ferrari’s hopes in 
what was an afternoon to forget, 
with neither driver finishing in 
the podium spots despite start-
ing second and third on the grid.

Leclerc, who took full re-
sponsibility for his crash in the 
French Grand Prix a week ago, 
was asked whether he could 
explain the team strategy and 
says questions will be asked 
during a debrief.

“We need to speak with 
the team and understand the 
thought behind putting on the 
hard because I felt very strong 
on the medium, everything 
was under control,” he told 
Sky Sports.

“For some reason, I don’t 
know what, we needed to go 
on the hards. I said on the ra-
dio that I was very comfortable 

on the medium and I wanted 
to go for as long as possible on 
those tyres because the feeling 
was good.

“I don’t know why we took 
we took a different decision. 
Honestly, the pace on my side 
I was pretty happy with.

“The only thing is that ob-
viously everyone will remem-
ber the last part of the race 
which was a disaster for me, 
especially the hard, that’s why 
I lost the race.

“I lost 20 seconds with the 
pit, another maybe six seconds 
on five laps on the hard be-
cause I was all over the place 
with this tyre and yeah, that’s 
where we lost our race.” 

Leclerc’s team-mate Carlos 
Sainz was equally disappoint-
ed and says he simply did not 
have a car capable of mount-
ing a challenge.

“We clearly struggled as a 
team. Today, we’re a bit puz-
zled because we expected to 
have good race pace coming 
from Friday, but it’s clear that 
these lower temperatures, the 
track condition changes, there 
was something going on with 
the car and the tyres,” he told 
Sky Sports.

Mercedes team principal 
Toto Wolff defended Ferrari’s 
tyre strategy and believes it 
was the only call they could 
have made.

“I think they had no op-
tion. They had only hard and 
soft left, for the soft it was too 
early, so it was only the hard,” 
he said to Sky Sports.

“The mistake I think hap-
pened on Friday or Satur-
day, not to carry over a new  
medium.”

India’s Lalrinnunga smashes Commonwealth 
Games record to capture weightlifting gold

ANI
BIRMINGHAM (UK)

INDIA’S weightlifter Jeremy 
Lalrinnunga created history by 
capturing a gold medal with a 
record-breaking combined lift 
of 300 kg in men’s 67 kg final 
at the ongoing Commonwealth 
Games 2022 in Birmingham on 
Sunday.

With this, he won the 
country its fifth medal at CWG 
2022 and second gold medal 
at the event. He had achieved 
a record-breaking 140 kg lift in 
the snatch category and 160 kg 
in the Clean and Jerk category, 
which combined to give him 
a lift of 300 kg, a record at the 
Commonwealth Games. Jer-
emy Lalrinnunga successfully 
lifted 136 kg in his first Snatch 
attempt to move to the top of 
the leaderboard. Edidiong Jo-
seph Umoafia was at second 

with 130 kg and Samoa’s Vaipa-
va Ioane at third with 127 kg at 
the time of his first attempt.

Lalrinnunga set up a new 
Commonwealth Games record 
by lifting 140 kg in his second 
Snatch attempt.

He tried to better this re-
cord by going for 143 kg in his 
final attempt but failed to do so. 
He finished the Snatch category 
with 140 kg, at the top of the ta-
ble. Edidiong Joseph Umoafia 
was at second with 130 kg and 
Samoa’s Vaipava Ioane at third 
with 127 kg at the end of the 
Snatch event.

With the Indian at the lead 
position, proceedings moved to 
the Clean and Jerk category.

Ditto Titus Ika of Nauru 
gained an initial lead in the 
Clean and Jerk category and 
overall competition with a 135 
kg C&J lift and combined lift of 
240 kg. Ruben Katoatau of Kir-

ibati took the lead further with 
combined lift of 250 kg, with 
114 kg in Snatch and 136 kg in 
Clean and Jerk. 

The lead crossed 250-plus 
mark when England’s Jaswant 
Singh Shergill lifted 140 kg, tak-
ing his combined lift to 254 kg.

Nigeria’s Umoafia lifted 150 
kg in the first attempt to take his 
combined lift to 280 kg. Jeremy 

now had to lift 154 kg in his first 
attempt to match the Nigerian, 
which he did successfully. With 
this, he set a new CWG record 
and brought himself to the lead 
in the overall competition with 
a combined lift of 294 kg.

In his second C&J attempt, 
Jeremy lifted 160 kg to take the 
lead with a combined lift of 300 
kg. By lifting 300 kg combined, 

he had set another new CWG 
record.

In his final C&J attempt, 
Jeremy decided to lift 165 kg 
but he failed. Nonetheless, his 
combined lift stayed at 300 kg 
and was not matched by any 
other opponent.

Jeremy ended up adding 
the fifth medal to India’s tally 
by capturing a gold medal. It 
was India’s second at 2022 
CWG after Mirabai Chanu’s 
gold in weightlifting women’s 
49 kg category.

Vaipava Ioane of Samoa 
gained the silver medal with a 
combined lift of 293 kg, con-
sisting of 127 kg in Snatch and 
166 kg in C&J. Bronze medal 
went to Nigeria’s Edidiong Jo-
seph Umoafia, who had the 
combined lift of 290 kg. He 
had lifted 130 in the Snatch cat-
egory while he attained a best of 
160 kg in C&J.

India’s Jeremy Lalrinnunga makes a record-breaking combined lift of 300 kg in men’s 67 kg final to win 
gold at the Commonwealth Games 2022 in Birmingham, England, on Sunday. Jeremy Lalrinnunga with his medal on the podium.

Hamilton pleased by  
resurgence as Mercedes 

close gap on Ferrari
STATS PERFORM/DPA

BERLIN 

LEWIS Hamilton is confident 
Mercedes are “closing the gap” 
on their rivals following an-
other impressive drive from 
the Briton at the Hungarian 
Grand Prix.

Hamilton, starting sev-
enth, benefited from a strong 
strategy by his team to work 
his way through the order, 
overtaking Ferrari’s Car-
los Sainz for third and then 
leapfrogging his team-mate 
George Russell.

The result secured back-
to-back podium finishes for 
Hamilton who, surprisingly, 
has achieved more top-three 
finishes this season than title 
hopeful Charles Leclerc, who 
has seen his bid to take Max 
Verstappen’s crown crumble.

Ferrari’s main challenge in 
the final nine races of the sea-
son after the upcoming break 
may now come from Mer-
cedes, who sit just 30 points 
behind in the constructors’ 
championship, and Hamilton 
believes there is a solid plat-
form to build on.

“I was definitely struggling 
at the beginning of the race 
and wasn’t sure if I was going 
to be able to catch the guys up 
but bit by bit, I was more com-
fortable with the balance and 
had a really good start as well,” 
he said on the grid.

“I really want to acknowl-
edge my team who have 
pushed and never given up in 
this tough year so far. To be 
on the podium, for both cars 
to be on the podium twice, it is 
pretty special for us and really 
unlucky for George today.

“The other guys still have 
a bit of an edge but we are 
clearly closing the gap and this 
is just an amazing way to go 
into the break knowing that 
we have this performance.  

“Hopefully we can bring 
some more into the sec-
ond part of the season and 
start fighting with the guys 
up front.” Russell started the 
race in pole position after 
his surprising Q3 session on 
Saturday but was unable to 
stay ahead and admitted he 
thought the race was there to 
win in the early stages.

“When it started spitting 
and we were on the soft tyres 
at the start I thought we were 
on,” he said.  “Towards the 
end on the mediums with the 
slightly heavier rain I really 
struggled.” Having secured 
back-to-back third-place fin-
ishes, Russell also praised the 
improvements shown by his 
team after what was a poor 
start to the 2022 season.

“Amazing job by the team. 
Pole position yesterday and a 
double podium – we’re defi-
nitely making progress, so re-
ally proud of the work we’ve 
done,” he added.

Mercedes’ British driver Lewis 
Hamilton celebrates on the 
podium on Sunday. (AFP)

Malaysia badminton coach’s gesture wins hearts
During a badminton group match between Malaysia and Jamaica 
at CWG on Sunday, a rare incident took place when Jamaica 
national champion Samuel Rickets damaged his shoe in the 
middle of the men’s singles game against Malaysia’s Ng Tze 
Yong. Since Rickets didn’t had a spare pair, Malaysia’s coach 
Hendrawan offered his shoes which were of same size as the 
Jamaican. While a grateful Rickets accepted the shoes, he  
eventually lost the tie 21-12, 21-16. Wearing the same shoes, 
he then partnered Joel Angus in the doubles. However, the pair 
of Rickets and Angus lost the doubles tie to Malaysian Aaron 
Chia-Soh Wooi Yik 7-21, 11-21.



Sports

QATAR PADDLERS’ MEDAL RUSH AT WEST ASIAN TABLE TENNIS IN JORDAN 

Qatar’s Mohammed Al Sulaiti won gold in the U-13 Cadet Singles under-13 cubs singles to add to his doubles gold at the ongoing West Asian Table Tennis Championship in Amman, Jordan, on Sunday. He beat UAE’s Ali Al Hawai 3-2 in the final. Al Sulaiti 
and Youssef Abdullah also won gold in the U13 doubles. Qatar’s Sultan Al Kuwari claimed gold in the junior singles (U15) while Qatar’s Ahmed Jabbar and Abdullah Abdul-Wahhab won gold in U19 youth doubles. Qatar’s Khaled Al Yafei and Youssef Ali 
won the U17 doubles gold. Earlier, Qatar’s teenager Maryam Ali won a silver medal in the women’s singles competition. (TNN)

Mosaddek five-for, Liton fifty 
as Bangladesh level series

ICC 
HARARE 

BANGLADESH mounted a 
brilliant comeback in the sec-
ond T20I against Zimbabwe 
with a comprehensive sev-
en-wicket win at the Harare 
Sports Club on Sunday to force 
the series into a decider.

Zimbabwe’s decision to 
bat first after winning the toss 
backfired as Mosaddek Hossain 
spun a web around the batters. 
He scalped Regis Chakabva off 
the very first ball of the match 
and followed it up with the 
wicket of Wesley Madhevere off 
the last ball of the over.

Skipper Craig Ervine tried 
to put the spinner off his game 
by attempting an extravagant 
reverse sweep but the ball only 
travelled to the first slip after 
taking the glove.

He picked yet another 
wicket in the next over with 
a well-judged return catch to 
dismiss Sean Williams. Mo-
saddek had Hasan Mahmud to 
thank for completing his five-
for as the latter took a great 
tumbling catch in the deep to 
bring an end to Milton Shum-
ba’s stay at the crease.

Bowling four overs on the 

trot, Mosaddek finished with 
figures for 5/20, the second 
best for a Bangladesh bowler 
in T20I cricket.

The off-spinner had Zim-
babwe staring down the barrel 
at 32/5 at the end of 7 overs. 

It took a special partnership 
from Sikandar Raza and Ryan 
Burl to pull the hosts out of 
trouble. 

The pair played risk-free 
cricket in the subsequent 
overs and it wasn’t until the 

13th over bowled by Afif Hos-
sain that they took the attack 
to Bangladesh. They accu-
mulated 12 runs off the over, 
which set the stage for the rest 
of the innings.

Raza scored his second fifty 

in as many games. The pair 
added 80 runs for the sixth 
wicket and helped Zimbabwe 
post a competitive target of 136.

Chasing a modest total, 
Bangladesh opener Liton Das 
got the team off to a blazing 
start with the bat to kill any 
chances for Zimbabwe to make 
a comeback. He smashed Tan-
aka Chivanga for two sixes 
and a four in the third over 
to get the ball rolling and the 
onslaught continued even as 
Bangladesh lost Munim Shah-
riar in the Powerplay.

Liton got to his fifty off just 
30 balls in style with a bound-
ary but was trapped in front of 
the stumps by Sean Williams 
in the very next over. Anamul 
Haque was the third wicket to 
fall for the Tigers but the fiery 
start had brought the required 
rate to below run-a-ball.

Afif Hossain and Najmul 
Hossain Shanto batted smart-
ly, mixing caution with aggres-
sion to guide Bangladesh to a 
comfortable win with seven 
wickets and 15 balls to spare.
Scores: Bangladesh 136 for 
3 (Litton 56, Afif 30*) beat 
Zimbabwe 135 for 8 (Raza 
62, Mosaddek 5-20) by seven 
wickets.

Bangladesh captain Quazi Nurul Hasan Sohan (C) lifts his bowler Musaddek Hossain (2nd L) on getting five 
wickets in action during the second T20I against Zimbabwe at the Harare Sports Club on Sunday. (AFP)

Al Athba wins Asian shooting 
silver; QSSA gearing up to 
host World Cup next March

QNA
DOHA

QATAR’S Rashid bin Hamad 
Al Athba won silver in the 
men’s trap event of the 10th 
Asian Shooting Championship 
of Kazakhstan.

The shooter was congratu-
lated by HE Sheikh Joaan bin 
Hamad Al Thani, President, 
Qatar Olympic Committee, in 
a tweet.

Meanwhile, the Qatar 
Shooting & Archery Associa-
tion (QSSA) is preparing to 
host the shooting World Cup 
at its Lusail shooting range 
next March after it was cho-
sen to stage the event at the 

Executive Committee of the 
Asian Shooting Confederation 
in Kazakhstan.

Abdullah Ali Al Mutawa 
Al Hammadi, Chairman of the 
Technical and Referees Com-
mittee of the Asian Shooting 
Confederation, said in a state-
ment on Sunday that the Qatar 
Shooting and Archery Associa-
tion keeps pace with all global 
updates that contribute to 
the development of the game 
through the application of all 
laws in local and international 
competitions towards prepa-
ration for hosting the World 
Cup in Qatar.

Al Hammadi added that 
QSAA’s plan in the future aims 
to spread the sport of shoot-
ing and its concepts in order to 
achieve the desired gains and 
deliver them to the world.

The  Asian Shooting Con-
federation at its meeting dis-
cussed the latest developments 
in shooting and the results 
achieved during the participa-
tion of Asian teams at the last 
World Championships, and at 
the Olympic Games in Tokyo. 
During the meeting the coun-
tries that will host the upcoming 
tournaments were determined.

Qatar’s Rashid bin Hamad Al 
Athba in the men’s trap event.

CWG: India eves thump Pakistan for first win
ICC

BIRMINGHAM

A solid bowling performance 
followed by a brilliant open-
ing stand between Smriti 
Mandhana and Shafali Ver-
ma helped India to an eight-
wicket win over Pakistan in 
the Commonwealth Games on 
Sunday.

India beat Pakistan by 
eight wickets to register their 
first win in the 2022 Common-
wealth Games in a rain-affect-
ed 18 overs-per-side match.

Pakistan made a steady 
start with the bat despite 
losing an early wicket, but 
things took a downward 
curve after Sneh Rana took 
two wickets in the ninth over 
to send back set batters Bis-
mah Maroof(17) and Munee-
ba Ali(32).

Wickets continued to fall 
regularly, with India piling 
on the pressure with some 
excellent fielding. S Meghana 
pulled off a direct hit at the 
non-striker’s end to dismiss 
Aliya Riaz shortly after Omai-
ma Sohail was also run out.

Shafali Verma would take 
a low, diving return catch in 
the penultimate over, one of 
the highlights of India’s out-
standing fielding display in the 
match.

Bowled out for 99 in the 
rain-shortened 18-over game, 
Pakistan had their task cut out 
with Smriti Mandhana coming 
out all guns blazing. 

The left-handed opener 
thumped Anam Amin for a six 
and a four in the second over 
and added three more bound-
aries in the next over off Diana 
Baig.

Shafali Verma added to 
Pakistan’s woes with a six and 

a four next over. In the last 
over of the Powerplay, Paki-
stan managed to send back 
Verma, but India were already 
61/1 and well on track to ace 
the run chase.

Mandhana soon brought 
up her fifty with a six and 
stood unbeaten as India com-
pleted the run chase with more 
than eight overs to spare.

Scores: India Women 102 for 2 
(Mandhana 63*) beat Pakistan 
Women 99 (Muneeba 32, Rana 
2-15, Radha 2-18) by eight 
wickets.

India’s Meghna Singh (C) exults after dismissing Pakistan’s Iram Javed during their Twenty 20 cricket match 
on day three of the Commonwealth Games at Edgbaston in Birmingham, central England, on Sunday

India supporters during the Twenty 20 cricket match India and Pakistan on day three of the Common-
wealth Games at Edgbaston in Birmingham, central England, on Sunday. (AFP)

A record number of people 
have bought tickets to watch 
the women’s T20 cricket 
competition at Birmingham 
2022.
So far, over 150,000 tickets 
have been sold, beating the 
previous record of 136,549, 
which was set at the ICC 
Women’s T20 World Cup 
2020 in Australia.
Eight more group round 
matches are taking place 
from today (31 July) through 
to Thursday (4 August), with 
England taking on South 
Africa on Tuesday and Aus-
tralia up against Pakistan on 
Wednesday, before the semi-
final matches at 11am and 
6pm on Saturday 6 August.
The Bronze Medal match 
then kicks off at 10am on 
Sunday 7 August, before the 
final Gold Medal Match at 
5pm the same day.

Birmingham 2022 
to set new record 

for women’s cricket 
attendance The Lusail Shooting Range of Qatar Shooting & Archery Association.

Shamsi takes 5-24 as 
SA win T20I series

AGENCIES
SOUTHAMPTON

A dismal batting display saw a 
pitiful England suffer a heavy 
90-run defeat in the deciding 
Twenty20 against South Af-
rica to lose the series 2-1 on 
Sunday, reports BBC.com.

Chasing 192 to win at the 
Ageas Bowl, England were 
blunt with the bat, going 55 
balls without hitting a bound-
ary at one stage, before being 
dismissed for 101 in 16.4 overs.

It is the fourth time in six 
T20s this summer that Eng-
land have been bowled out 
and there was another failure 
for Jason Roy, who made 17 
off 18 balls.

Jonny Bairstow top-scored 
with 27, while South Africa’s 
left-arm wrist spinner Tabraiz 
Shamsi ripped through Eng-
land with career-best figures 
of 5-24.

Defeat means England 
have lost a third successive 
T20 series, after defeats by 
West Indies and India this 
year, for the first time and they 
have failed to win a white-ball 
series in a home summer for 
the first time since 2013.

Reeza Hendricks had ear-
lier made 70 off 50 balls and 
Aiden Markram hit an un-

beaten 51 off 36 as the Proteas 
brilliantly paced their innings 
to post 191-5.

The returning David Wil-
ley was the pick of England’s 
bowlers, taking 3-25, includ-
ing removing Quinton de Kock 
in a wicket maiden at the start 
of the innings.
Scores: South Africa 191-5 
(20 overs) Hendricks 70 (50), 
Markram 51* (36); Willey 3-25 
beat England 101 (16.4 overs) 
Bairstow 27 (30); Shamsi 5-24 
by 90 runs; Win series 2-1.

South Africa’s Tabraiz Shamsi 
celebrates after the dismissal 
of England’s Liam Livingstone 
during the third T20iat The Ageas 
Bowl in Southampton, southern 
England on Sunday. (AFP)
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