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TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

HAMAD International Air-
port (HIA) witnessed a mas-
sive surge in passenger traf-
fic movement in the first half  
(H1) of 2022.

According to statistics 
released by Qatar Civil Avia-
tion Authority (QCAA),  the 
number of passengers who 
arrived, departed or trans-
ited through HIA in the first 
six months of 2022 reached 
15.5 million, an increase of 
164.1 percent compared to 
the same period in 2021. 

In the first half of 2021, 
passenger traffic at HIA 
stood at 5.9 million.

QCAA said aircraft 

movement at Hamad Inter-
national Airport witnessed 
an increase of 33.2 percent 
compared to the same pe-
riod in 2021.

Aircraft movement in the 
first half of 2022 amounted 
to 10,594 as against 75,533 
during the same period in 
2021.

The movement of freight 
and mail witnessed a de-
crease of 9.4 percent com-
pared to the same period in 
2021. 

The number of freight 
and mail in the first half of 
2022 reached 1,183,146, 
compared to 1,306,555 in 
the first half of 2021.

HIA SEES OVER 15.5 MILLION  
PASSENGER FOOTFALL IN H1

SATYENDRA PATHAK
DOHA

MORE than 7,800 micro com-
panies have benefited from the 
decision to regulate the fees 
charged by banks related to 
account opening and the aver-
age monthly balance, the Qatar 
Central Bank (QCB) said in a 
statement on its official Twitter 
account on Sunday.

In another statement on its 
official Twitter account on the 
same day, QCB said that more 
than 2,800 micro companies 
have benefited from the deci-
sion to reduce fees and com-
mission for point-of-sale (POS) 
devices.

The QCB had earlier di-
rected all banks operating 
in the country to reduce and 
standardise fees charged from 
micro-companies, merchants 
distributing food commodities, 
and private fuel stations.

In a circular, the QCB had 
also directed all banks that pro-

vide POS service to provide pay-
ment service using a QR code at 
merchants and to provide the 
necessary usage instructions in 
order to enable non-bank cus-
tomers to pay.

The central bank had noted 
at that time that the initiatives 
were taken within the frame-
work of promoting the smooth-
ness and flexibility of payment 
services for users.

QCB said that its directives 
were aimed at achieving the 
goals of Qatar National Vision 
2030 by improving the effec-
tiveness of electronic payment 
services in the banking sector 
in Qatar.

The QCB said, “The direc-

tives are also aimed at encour-
aging the usage of electronic 
services, which support the 
transition to a non-monetary 
society, support economic in-
tegration and enhance the par-
ticipation of all categories of 
private sector companies.”

Digitisation of financial 
services is a core part of QCB 
strategy as the country’s central 
bank continues to invest in its 
digital technology capabilities 
to seamlessly provide the right 
products to the changing needs 
of the customer and enhance 
customer communication by 
banks to empower customers 
to self-serve without having to 
contact the banks.

Over 7,800 micro 
firms benefitted 
from decision on 
bank fees: QCB
More than 2,800 
micro companies 
benefit from the 
decision to reduce 
point-of-sale fees

The QCB had earlier directed all banks operating in the country to  
reduce and standardise fees charged from micro-companies, mer-
chants distributing food commodities, and private fuel stations.

‘Qatar an international hub for art auctions’
QNA
DOHA

ART investors, collectors, founders 
of auction houses and art galleries in 
Qatar have affirmed the Doha’s dis-
tinguished role as a hub for auctions 
for precious collectibles, in parallel 
with its role as a global capital for 
major cultural, sports and economic 
conferences and events.

They described how that role 
serves the country’s cultural renais-
sance, as well as Doha’s ability to 
attract international auctions and 

art collectors from the region. They 
also stressed that artwork was a sol-
id investment thanks to its ability to 
maintain its value regardless of the 
economic climate.

Tariq Al Jaidah, founder of Ka-
tara Art Center and Eiwan Al Gas-
sar Gallery, said Doha is one of the 
world’s most important capitals in 
terms of hosting regional and in-
ternational events. He highlighted 
hosting the FIFA World Cup Qatar 
2022 as the biggest evidence of that. 

He stressed that arts and culture 
in the country are part of that wider 

movement in the state, which led to 
the establishment of a strong cul-
tural base and growing momentum 
in the local art scene. 

He said all these factors combined 
attracted international auction hous-
es and galleries to take part in that 
growing movement. All these factors 
contributed to attracting Doha to the 
role of global auctions and interna-
tional galleries, and to a large number 
of artists and creators from different 
countries of the world, to be part of 
this accumulated cultural and artistic 
movement. PAGE 16

‘Qatar Host’ tourism training programme launched
TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK

DOHA

QATAR Tourism has launched its 
‘Qatar Host’ tourism training pro-
gramme.  The first online tourism 
training programme in the country 
provides frontline professionals, 
such as hotel concierge staff, mall 
security and restaurant waiters, with 
the relevant skills and knowledge to 
deliver Service Excellence to interna-
tional and domestic visitors.

As part of its Service Excellence 
Academy, Qatar Tourism has worked 
with a consortium of global industry 
experts to develop the ‘Qatar Host’ 
tourism training programme for Qatar. 

An engaging online learning 
platform, it offers users the pos-

sibility to learn at their own pace 
on any device. The platform dem-
onstrates how such frontline staff 

– who engage with visitors – may 
enhance the visitor experience 
and exceed expectations in every 
encounter.

Akbar Al Baker, Chairman of 
Qatar Tourism and Qatar Airways 
Group Chief Executive, said: “We 
are pleased to announce the 
launch of the ‘Qatar Host’ training 
programme. The improvement of 
the visitor experience is intrinsic to 
our tourism strategy, an important 
element of the country’s economic 
diversification plan. This pro-
gramme will help empower frontline 
professionals in Qatar with the 
tools and skills needed to deliver 
best-in-class service and visitor 
experiences that make Qatar a 
leading destination.” PAGE 16

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

The Public Works Authority (Ashghal) has 
extended the 
deadline for 
installing track-
ing devices on 
tankers to enter 
sewage treat-
ment plants 
until October 1, 
2022.

Ashghal clarified, through its official 
Twitter account, that the extension of the 
deadline comes within the framework 
of giving tanker owners (companies or 
individuals) another chance to comply. 
Beyond October 1st, the issuing or renew-
ing tanker permits will not be done without 
providing evidence of an effective tracking 
device already installed, Ashghal added.

In February, Ashghal said it will stop al-
lowing tankers that did not install devices 
to enter the stations as of August 1, 
2022. The new condition, which requires 
the installation of tracking devices, aims 
to follow up the movement of tanks and 
ensure their commitment to unloading at 
designated stations and not to unload ran-
domly in prohibited areas, and to control 
the movement of tanks during the period 
of Qatar’s hosting of the World Cup. 

This new device will contribute to the 
continuous monitoring of the movement of 
tanks, which will help reduce violations of 
environmental laws by tanker owners.

Deadline for installing 
tracking devices on 
tankers extended

QNA
DOHA

HIS Highness the Amir 
of State of Qatar Sheikh 
Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani 
has sent a cable of con-
dolences to the Custodian 
of the Two Holy Mosques 
King Salman bin Abdulaziz 
Al Saud of the Kingdom of 
Saudi Arabia on the death 
of HH Princess Mai bint 
Bandar bin Mohammed bin 
Abdulrahman Al Saud.

Amir sends 
condolences 
to Saudi King

Akbar Al Baker, Chairman of  
Qatar Tourism Fath Al Khair 5 cruise arrives at Port of Cannes

The Fath Al Khair 5 cruise arrived at the port of Cannes in France 
as part of its journey across the European capitals overlooking the 
Mediterranean Sea. Ambassador of Qatar to the French Republic HE 
Sheikh Ali bin Jassim Al Thani welcomed the cruise.  PAGE 16

QATAR Development Bank 
(QDB) will be opening ap-
plications for entrepreneurs 
at all stages of growth to 
participate in the Entrepre-
neurship World Cup (EWC) 
2022, one of the leading 
global startup pitch compe-
titions.  QDB is the national 
organiser of the competition 
in Qatar and is responsible 
for managing the national fi-
nals for startups to advance 
all the way through to the 
EWC global finals. PAGE 8

QDB opens 
applications for 
Entrepreneurship 
World Cup 2022
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Deputy Amir sends condolences to Saudi 
king
The Deputy Amir his highness Sheikh Abdullah bin hamad Al 
Thani sent a cable of condolences to the Custodian of the Two 
holy Mosques King Salman bin Abdulaziz Al Saud of Saudi Ara-
bia on the death of hh Princess Mai bint Bandar bin Moham-
med bin Abdulrahman Al Saud. (QNA)

PM sends condolences to Saudi king
PriMe Minister and Minister of interior he Sheikh Khalid bin 
Khalifa bin Abdulaziz Al Thani sent a cable of condolences 
to the Custodian of the Two holy Mosques King Salman bin 
Abdulaziz Al Saud of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia on the death 
of hh Princess Mai bint Bandar bin Mohammed bin Abdulrah-
man Al Saud. (QNA)

Quick read

Secretary-General of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs HE Ahmad bin Hassan Al Hammadi met with Am-
bassador of Austria to Qatar HE Karin Fichtinger-Grohe on Sunday. During the meeting, they reviewed 
bilateral relations between the two countries. (QNA)

‘Qatar is gateway to a better 
life for Afghan robotics team’

TribuNe News NeTwork
DohA

NiNe members of Afghanistan’s 
only all-girls robotics team have 
been studying at Qatar Founda-
tion’s education City since Au-
gust 2021 after being evacuated 
from their homeland. Now three 
of them, having been accepted 
at universities in North Amer-
ica, are preparing to say their 
farewell to Doha as they start 
their higher education journey. 
“Happy and sad” is the com-
mon theme for the girls as they 
describe how they feel about 
leaving Qatar to go to university. 
“Happy because going to univer-
sity means we are one step closer 
to our dreams,” said 20-year-old 
Somaya Faruqi, who is going to 
the Missouri University of Sci-
ence and Technology to study 
Mechanical engineering. 

“Sad because it means say-
ing goodbye to Qatar – a country 
that became our home in what 
was the most difficult time of our 
lives.” 

Commenting on their aca-
demic journey at Qatar Founda-
tion (QF), Faruqi said their year 
spent at education City has un-
doubtedly been a turning point 
in their educational journey.  
“it allowed us to overcome one 
massive barrier – language,” she 
said. 

“Back home, the only time 
we used english was during our 
language class, whereas here 
everything was taught in eng-
lish. it was a bit overwhelming 
at first, but we quickly caught up. 
We feel so much more confident 
about going to university now 

thanks to the drastic improve-
ment in our english language 
over the past year.”

According to Ayda Haydar-
pour, the girls also received sup-
port beyond school, particularly 
when they were applying for uni-
versity. “Truth is, i didn’t even 
know how to apply to university, 
what forms to fill and where to 
find them,” said the student, 
who will now be pursuing com-
puter science at Virginia Tech. 

“The counsellor at QF’s 
Academic Bridge Programme, 
as well as many others played a 
major role in helping us apply to 
university. if it wasn’t for them, 
i am not sure i would even have 
managed to get into university.”

Faruqi added: “it wouldn’t 
be an exaggeration to say, Qatar 
has been the gateway to a better 
life and future for us.”

Having left Afghanistan 
overnight, the girls were unable 
to bring their school transcripts 
or any other academic docu-
ments, but that did not get in the 

way of their education. 
“Despite not having our tran-

scripts, QF allowed us to enrol in 
their schools while we waited for 
our transcripts and as soon as we 
got them, we were moved to the 
Academic Bridge Programme,” 
said Sadaf Hamidy, who is 
headed to Queens University in 
Canada to study Biology. “We 
will forever be grateful that de-
spite everything, our education 
was never compromised, in fact, 

if anything it was accelerated.”
in their time at educa-

tion City, the girls have made 
many memories and even more 
friends. Living in QF’s student 
housing gave them the unique 
opportunity to form close bonds 
with people from several differ-
ent nationalities and cultures, 
which they say was an incredible 
experience. “it has taught us to 
become more tolerant and re-
spect other cultures and beliefs 

even if they are very different 
from ours,” said Hamidy. 

The girls say they will never 
forget how warmly they were 
welcomed, not just by teach-
ers but also by students as well 
as the education City housing 
community, which helped them 
settle in much faster than they 
expected. 

“We were never made to feel 
like refugees or even referred to 
as refugees,” Haydarpour said. 
“instead, we were ‘scholarship 
holders’. To many this might 
seem like a small thing but for 
us, it helped us stay positive.”

Among their most memo-
rable experiences at education 
City, is participating in The 
FiRST Global Challenge - an an-
nual robotics competition – and 
attending football matches, par-
ticularly one match where they 
met David Beckham.

All three girls have big 
dreams, all of which include 
going back to Afghanistan and 
working on providing better op-
portunities for women. Faruqi 
plans on setting up the coun-
try’s first STeM focused school; 
Hamidy plans on setting up a 
tech company, and Haydarpour 
wants to return with a doctorate 
in medicine so she can contrib-
ute to improving health services 
in the country and eventually 
open up her own hospital. 

Karak and sword dance 
are the two things the girls en-
joyed most about Qatari culture. 
When asked if they will return 
to Qatar, the answer is a unani-
mous “Absolutely!”, followed by 
an important clarification: “But 
only in the winter!”

Qatar’s National Sepsis 
Programme calls for 
poster abstracts for 
upcoming symposium

TribuNe News NeTwork
DohA

THe World Sepsis Day is an 
initiative by the Global Sepsis 
Alliance that was established 
in 2012 to provide global lead-
ership to reduce the worldwide 
burden of sepsis. 

Qatar’s National Sepsis Pro-
gramme is actively engaged in 
providing education and aware-
ness programmes for health-
care professionals and the gen-
eral public to guide the national 
sepsis prevention efforts.

The Qatar National Sepsis 
Symposium is hosted by the Na-
tional Sepsis Programme, led 
by Dr Abdulsalam Saif ibrahim, 
who is also the deputy chair of 
the Critical Care Network and 
Head of Medicine Critical Care 
at HMC. 

This year’s educational 
event will be held in collabo-
ration with Hamad Medical 
Corporation (HMC) and Sidra 
Medicine and endorsed by 
the Ministry of Public Health 
(MoPH). The event organis-
ers are inviting poster abstract 
submissions from healthcare 
professionals across Qatar as 
part of the effort to engage more 
clinicians in the programme.

“i am pleased to introduce 
the 9th Qatar National Sep-
sis Symposium, which will be 
held in Doha, from Septem-
ber 13 to 14, 2022. The theme 
for this two-day symposium is 
‘Advancing The Care of Sepsis’ 
which represents our plan to 
delve deeper into the latest best 
practices in sepsis prevention 
and care,” said Dr Saif ibra-
him. “World Sepsis Day is held 
annually on September 13 and 
represents a global opportunity 
for people to unite in the fight 
against sepsis, which accounts 
for at least one in five deaths 
worldwide annually.” 

“We encourage active par-
ticipation from clinicians across 
the healthcare sector and there-
fore announce an open call for 
poster abstract submissions for 
the symposium. This is an op-
portunity for individuals and 
teams to share their knowledge 
and expertise while also helping 
to spread awareness about this 
serious condition. Approved 
posters will be displayed in 
the poster exhibition area in 
the HMC Medical education 
Center during the symposium, 
as well as online on the sympo-
sium website,” added Dr Saif 
ibrahim.

“We are delighted to partner 
with HMC in continuing our 
national mission of constantly 
improving Sepsis care and out-
comes within the healthcare 
sector in Qatar. This is a critical 
topic and our main aim is to ac-
tively engage scientific and clin-
ical expertise to enhance health-
care professionals’ knowledge 
of early detection and immedi-
ate treatment of Sepsis based 
on global best practices,” said 
Dr Mohammad Janahi, division 
chief of infectious Diseases and 
chair of the Sepsis programme 
at Sidra Medicine.

Sepsis is a serious illness 
caused by an infection like 
pneumonia or diarrheal illness. 
it arises when an infection alters 
the body’s normal response, 
causing injury to tissue and or-
gans. Once contracted, Septic 
shock can quickly lead to the 
failure of several organs, such 
as lungs, kidneys and liver, and 
this can be fatal in some cases. 
However, there is still a serious 
lack of knowledge among peo-
ple in many countries, which 
makes sepsis the number one 
preventable cause of death 
worldwide.

“Similar to adults, sep-
sis can happen to children at 
any age but certain conditions 
such as being younger than 12 
months old or having a chronic 
condition may put the child 
at higher risk. We are fighting 
this life-threatening condition 
by continuously educating the 
healthcare professionals and 
parents about the symptoms. 
By knowing the signs of sepsis, 
parents can get their children 
medical attention early, which 
can help in getting the needed 
treatment fast and reduce the 
chance of having possible life-
long side effect and prevent 
death,” said Dr Rasha Ashour, 
senior attending physician at 
Sidra Medicine, National Pedi-
atric Sepsis Lead.

HAMMADI MEETS AUSTRIAN AMBASSADOR

Three members of Afghanistan’s all-girls robotics team are set to 
further their education in the United States.

Ministry of Public Health, partners mark World Breastfeeding Week
TribuNe News NeTwork

DohA

THe Ministry of Public Health, 
in cooperation with Hamad 
Medical Corporation, Primary 
Health Care Corporation and 
Sidra Medicine, will celebrate 
World Breastfeeding Week, 
from 1-7 August, under the slo-
gan (Step Up for Breastfeeding 
- educate and Support). The 
celebration comes within the 
framework of the Ministry of 
Public Health’s efforts to im-
plement ‘Healthy Children and 
Adolescents’ plans to increase 
breastfeeding rates.

The celebration aims to 
educate community members 
about the importance of their 
support for breastfeeding, en-
courage mothers to make the 
decision to breastfeed as a 
smart choice for the health of 
the child, and focus on the im-

portance of introducing com-
plementary foods at the age 
of 6 months while continuing 
breastfeeding, in addition to 
focus on the side effects of for-
mula milk.

On this occasion, the Min-
istry of Public Health and its 
partners are launching an 
awareness campaign during 
the month of August to pro-
mote breastfeeding in coop-
eration with all hospitals in the 
State of Qatar. 

The campaign includes the 
distribution of educational ma-
terials to mothers’ rooms after 
delivery in all hospitals, as well 
as nursing mothers in healthy 
baby clinics in Primary Health 
Care Corporation health cent-
ers, obstetrics departments, 
outpatient clinics, and neona-
tal intensive care units at the 
Women’s Health and Research 
Center.

Marking the World Breast-
feeding Week, the Ministry of 
Public Health, in cooperation 
with Sidra Medicine, is organis-
ing two discussion sessions on 
misconceptions about breast-
feeding and newborn health, 
during the Maternal & Child 
Health Forum on August 2 and 
3, during which questions will 
be received and participants’ 
inquiries will be answered by 
Sidra Medicine specialists. Ad-
ditionally, there will be a live 
streaming on social media for 
a breastfeeding specialist from 
the Primary Health Care Cor-
poration.

Speaking about the im-
portanceof mother’s milk, Dr 
Salah Al-Yafei, Acting Manager 
of Health Promotion and Non-
communicable Diseases at the 
Ministry of Public Health said: 
“The Ministry, in cooperation 
with its partners in the health 

sector, continues to work to-
wards enhancing society’s 
awareness of the importance 
of breastfeeding, as breastmilk 
is one of the most important 
sources of energy, nutrients 
and immunity enhancement 
for children. it is recommended 
to start breastfeeding the child 
during the first hours of birth 
to help the newborn to build 
his/ her immune system”.

Dr. Salah Al Yafei added: 
“The pertinent international 
organisations also recom-
mend the adoption of exclu-
sive breastfeeding during the 
first six months of a child’s life, 
followed by continuous breast-
feeding with appropriate com-
plementary food until the child 
reaches two years or more, as a 
strong line of defence against 
all forms of childhood malnu-
trition, including weight loss, 
obesity and many infectious 

diseases, as well as strengthen-
ing the relationship between 
mother and child. 

Dr. Sadria Al-Kuhji, Sen-
ior Health Officer for Healthy 
Children and Adolescents at 
the Ministry of Public Health’s 
National Health Strategy and 
Assistant Medical Director for 
Child and Adolescent Health at 
the Primary Health Care Cor-
poration , said: The Ministry of 
Public Health through the Na-
tional Health Strategy is work-
ing to achieve the national goal 
of increasing the level of exclu-
sive breastfeeding over the first 
six months of the infant’s life, 
where breastfeeding is the first 
vaccine for children and helps 
protect them from many com-
mon childhood diseases.

Dr. Sadria Al-Kuhji added: 
Celebrating World Breastfeed-
ing Week contributes to pro-
moting the concept of breast-

feeding among members of 
the community by sharing 
family personal experiences 
and breastfeeding strategies 
with new mothers, thereby en-
hancing the positive impact on 
infant’s feeding options. “The 
health sector in Qatar is con-
tributing significantly to the 
development of the breastfeed-
ing initiative at various levels 
and making great efforts to 
provide the best levels of care 
service, such as Baby-friendly 
hospitals or the Community 
Health Programme,” said Hila 
Sweid Salem, executive Di-
rector of Nursing at Hamad 
Medical Corporation’s Centre 
for Women’s Health and Re-
search. 

“The health sector pro-
motes continuous support, 
education and counselling for 
mothers and families in breast-
feeding through a successful 

natural breastfeeding experi-
ence by delivering customised 
messages via media outlets.

Fetna Saeed Al Nuaimi, Na-
tional Coordinator of the Baby-
Friendly Hospitals initiative at 
the Ministry of Public Health, 
said breastfeeding is one of the 
key factors for enhancing the 
ability of newborns to improve 
their health, as breastfeeding 
promotes children’s health and 
body growth and has a signifi-
cant impact on maternal health. 

World Breastfeeding Week 
is held annually from August 
1st to 7th to encourage women 
to breastfeed and improve in-
fant health around the world. 
The celebration commemo-
rates the innocenti Declaration 
signed in August 1990 by gov-
ernment policy makers, WHO, 
UNiCeF and other organiza-
tions, to protect, encourage, 
and support breastfeeding.

Dr Abdul Salam Saif 
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The Arab Center for Research and 
Policy Studies has issued ‘Transla-
tion of Oxford handbook of Political 
Institutions’ within the translation 
series, edited by Professor of Politi-
cal Science and Director of the Re-
search School of Social Sciences at 
the Australian National University 
R. A. W. Rhodes, Professor of Po-
litical Science at George Washington 
University Sarah A. Binder and Pro-
fessor and Chair of Political Science 
Department at Purdue University 
Bert A. Rockman.

The 1,360-page handbook in-
cludes bibliographic references and 
a general index. It was translated by 
the Syrian translator Ali Barazi and 
the Moroccan translator Ibtisam Bin 
Khadra.

The handbook includes a com-
prehensive survey of the findings 
of the study of political institutions, 
with the rise of new institutions, 
and contains the contributions of 
about 40 distinguished university 
professors in several fields of po-
litical science from various leading 
international universities, varying 
in terms of the multiple concepts of 
these institutions, in addition to the 

many questions and debates it raises 
regarding the origins of institutions 
and their impacts on political prac-
tice and policies.

The handbook presents several 
theoretical approaches, such as nor-
mative institutionalism, rational 
choice institutionalism, historical 
institutionalism and others.

The handbook also covers the 
traditional interests of political sci-
ence in the field of institutions, fed-
eral systems, government depart-
ments, legislative bodies, courts, 
parties and others, and reflects the 
broad interests of global institutions, 
state institutions and civil society.

Arab Center for Research and Policy Studies publishes 
translation of Oxford Handbook of Political Institutions

TribuNe News NeTwork
Doha

QATAR Charity celebrated the grad-
uation of a group of medical staff 
working at Naseem Al Rabeeh Centre 
for passing an advanced course in Ar-
abic language as part of its ‘Lughati’ 
programme, which deals with teach-
ing Arabic to non-native speakers re-
siding in Qatar.

During the ceremony held on this 
occasion, the participants of the pro-
gramme were handed graduation cer-
tificates. They were also tested to as-
sess the level they have reached after 
the Arabic language training course.

‘Friends Cultural Centre’, one of 
Qatar Charity’s centres for communi-
ty development cooperated with Na-
seem Al Rabeeh Medical Centre for 
the programme. As many as 26medi-
cal centre staff (non-Arabic speakers) 
participated in the programme re-
sulting in remarkable progress in the 
level of their Arabic language skills.

The Arabic Language Teach-
ing Programme Lughati is one of 
the programmes launched by Qatar 
Charity targeting medical personnel 
in various medical institutions (non-
Arabic speakers). Doctors, nurses, 
others and other administrative 
staff are encouraged to use Arabic 
language in their communication 
with patients. Some patients find it 
challenging to deal with english in 
hospitals.

hashem Isha, a beneficiary of 
this course and an administrative 
official at Naseem Al Rabie Centre, 
thanked Qatar Charity for provid-
ing the centre’s medical staff with 
the opportunity to learn the Arabic 
language. he said that learning the 
Arabic language (the language of 
the local community) is critical, and 
we encourage medical personnel to 
learn this language to generalise its 
use in various health centres to fa-

cilitate dealing with patients.
On her part, Maimouna Bibi said 

that most of the centre’s auditors 
speak Arabic, so we must learn this 
language. I learned to read and write, 
and now I have started learning to 
speak Arabic, and this is a good thing 
for me, as it will allow me to deal with 
patients better and with greater ease.

Sango Imsanu confirmed that 
she felt a great improvement in her 
Arabic language after the courses of-
fered by Qatar Charity and said that 
she is now fluent in medical termi-
nology in Arabic. This she said, will 
delight clients on the one hand and 
make it easier for her to use her Ara-

bic language skills in serving patients 
and communicating with them.

Similarly, Sharaf Adwali, the Ar-
abic language teacher in the Lughati 
programme, expressed his thanks 
to all the participating students and 
said: “I was pleased with the extent 
of commitment that I found among 
the participants in the courses, and I 
found that they had a great passion 
for learning the Arabic language. 
Their great desire to learn Arabic 
seemed to facilitate dealing with cli-
ents. It is true that they found it dif-
ficult at first, but over time I noticed 
a noticeable improvement in their 
learning of Arabic.”

Qatar Charity honours 
Lughati Arabic learning 
programme graduates

TribuNe News NeTwork
Doha

QATAR Charity (QC), in partnership 
with OChA and in coordination with 
the Ministry of health, distributed 
medical supplies to eight health cen-
tres and paid incentives to more than 
80 medical workers at these centres 
in hajjah and hodeidah governorates 
in Yemen, benefiting about 121,000 
displaced people and members of the 
host community.

The distribution project in these 
areas comes within the framework 
of QC’s interest in the health field 
and an affirmation of its role in sup-
porting health facilities, to ensure 
the provision of health services in 
overcrowded population areas and 
the host community suffering from 
extreme poverty, given that these 
health centers are in the middle of 
these camps.

Protracted crisis
The project, implemented by QC, 

with joint funding with OChA, at a 
cost of more than $862,000, aims 
to provide life-saving and sustain-
able health services for all age groups, 
males and females, with attention to 
vulnerable groups, among the dis-
placed and host communities, and 
to alleviate the material burdens on 
families, patients and those in need 
in light of the prolonged crisis experi-

enced by the Yemeni people.
The importance of the project lies 

in the fact that the targeted health 
centers in the two governorates con-
tinued to suffer from the lack of medi-
cines and medical supplies and their 
inability to provide health services, 
and they are among the poorest and 
most needy governorates according 
to the standards of the need of the 
Ministry of Public health and Popu-
lation and its offices in hajjah and Al 
hudaydah governorates.

In the middle of the camps
Several local officials praised the 

support provided by humanitarian 
organisations and the efforts of Qa-
tar Charity, especially in the field of 
health and medical assistance.

 Dr Muhammad Qasim hassan, 
director of the Khalifa health Center 
in the Bura District, expressed his 
thanks and gratitude to Qatar Char-
ity for its humanitarian efforts, say-
ing: The project is a breakthrough for 
patients. And motivating the medical 

cadres enhances the guarantee of bet-
ter service with the provision of medi-
cines, which are the most important 
demands of those health centers that 
mediate several camps for the dis-
placed and the residents of the host 
villages.

Dr Yahya hassan Obaid Ghu-
naim, director of Al-Ghanamia Cent-
er, for his part, praised QC’s efforts 
and assistance, particularly in the 
health field, and stated that the in-
centive provided to medical staff and 
health facility workers came at the 
right time, given the interruption in 
salaries, noting that providing this aid 
will improve the medical services pro-
vided to patients in IDP camps and 
neighboring villages.

he stated that the project is a re-
sponse to the urgent needs of health 
centers that lacked therapeutic medi-
cines and basic health supplies, and 
that these medicines will help to in-
crease demand for them after they 
were nearly empty of patients due to a 
lack of capabilities and medicines.

QC provides medical supplies
aid to Yemen’s health centres

Qatar participated in an international forum that highlighted the struggle of Algerian women as an example of the strug-
gle of Arab women in the process of liberating their homelands. The forum was held as part of the activities commemo-
rating the 60th double anniversary of the Independence and Youth in Algeria. Qatar’s delegation was headed by Minister 
of Social Development and Family HE Maryam bint Ali bin Nasser Al Misnad. Speakin at the forum, the minister com-
mended the role of Algerian women in the renaissance of their country and highlighted the efforts of the State of Qatar 
in the advancement of women in various fields, and the achievements made by women. (QNA)

QAtAr pArtiCipAtes iN iNterNAtioNAL forum
 oN womeN’s struggLe iN ALgeriA

About 121,000 displaced 
people and residents of 
host villages benefited 
from the assistance

A participant from Naseem Al Rabeeh Centre receives his certificate after com-
pleting the advanced course in Arabic language learning.

The Centre for empowerment 
and Care of the elderly (ehsan) has 
launched a new ‘Wing of Mercy’ pro-
gramme to ensure the achievement 
of inter-generational solidarity. The 
new wing also seeks to encourage 
inter-generational reactional oppor-
tunities by raising awareness and af-
fording the skills to them to further 
communicate with the elderly in a 
safe environment to advance the cul-
ture of inter-generational solidarity. 
ehsan is considered one of Qatar So-
cial Work Foundation centres.

The programme has seen con-
siderable turnout and reaction that 
reflect the youths’ keenness to par-

ticipate in the events of this pro-
gramme. The programme targets 
male and female sections at youth 
centres in an effort to ensure inter-
generational solidarity by strength-
ening of social bonds and creating 
better coherence among the commu-
nities. It also seeks to reinvigorate 
the spirit of competitiveness and in-
novation through values pertaining 
to the etiquette of dealing with the 
elderly. It also tries to set initiatives 
that essentially aim to strengthen the 
inter-generational exchanges which 
largely focus on the elderly.

The idea of this year’s pro-
gramme came through launching a 

training programme that operates to 
fulfil the requirements of a plethora 
of male and female students by or-
ganising sessions that encourage 
them to participate, enhance the 
academic enrichment programme, 
in addition to offering the global ex-
periences in the field of serving the 
elderly.

The programme targeted ap-
proximately 100 of male and female 
students who are members of the 
youth centres from 10-14 age group, 
as the programme deals with numer-
ous contests and events which are the 
questions normally raised by the el-
derly. (QNA)

Ehsan launches latest ‘Wing of Mercy’ 
programme to strengthen social bonds
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talabat mart emerges as a leading 
player in Qatar q-commerce sector
TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK

DOHA

TALABAT mart is talabat’s 
quick commerce grocery so-
lution to provide customers 
with their grocery essentials 
in a fast and reliable manner, 
exclusively available online 
only through the talabat ap-
plication and delivering orders 
within 30 minutes or less. This 
q-commerce solution allows 
customers to receive their gro-
cery essentials in a shorter pe-
riod of time, by having central-
ised grocery hubs (also known 
as dark stores) that are strate-
gically placed in different ar-
eas and are solely dedicated to 
fulfilling grocery orders.

Since its initial 2020 
launch in Qatar during the 
COVID-19 pandemic, talabat 
mart has significantly expand-
ed its operations, now offer-
ing a selection of more than 
4,500 products delivered from 
seven dark stores to customers 
all over the country. Provid-
ing consumers with a highly 
convenient, yet affordable and 
hassle-free 24/7 experience.

Carla Ferreira, talabat 
mart’s general manager in 
Qatar, said, “We continuously 
aim to provide a great cus-
tomer experience for everyone 
using our application in Qatar, 
by reliably delivering essential 
necessities in 30 minutes or 
less. We would like to thank 

our customers for their loyalty 
and will continue to offer them 
the ultimate convenience from 
the comfort of their homes.”

The talabat mart stores 
are located in several regions 
across Qatar including: West 
Bay, Lusail, Muntazah, Umm 
Salal, Al Rayyan, Wakra and 
Al Khor. talabat mart features 
a wide variety of premium 
quality fruits & vegetables at 
competitive price, and highly 
supports local farms which 
have increased their produc-
tion significantly in the last 
couple of years. More than a 
quarter of orders come from 
fresh produce like fruits, veg-
etables, dairy and many more. 

In addition to offering 
fresh produce and basic gro-
cery daily needs, talabat Mart 

also carries a number of new-
ly introduced special prod-
ucts which include: gluten 
free products, female & male 
grooming products, home & 
linen essentials, kitchen & 
BBQ utensils, kids toys, games 
& swimming accessories, wide 
range of baby products, as well 
as office electronics and small 
appliances.

talabat Mart ensures effi-
cient and reliable delivery by 
using store management tech 
solutions to provide real time 
visibility throughout the pro-
cess. This results in customers 
getting the products they need, 
whenever they want, and with-
out the need for any modifica-
tions or substitutions to items 

in their orders. Additionally, 
optimized inventory man-
agement in each of the stores 
means that talabat Mart offers 
assorted items specifically ca-
tered to the needs of custom-
ers located in the same area as 
the store - ensuring that any 
and all of their necessities are 
available, at any given time.

Furthermore, capitalizing 
on talabat’s innovative tech, 
and making sure stores are 
located in the right place and 
time to have the greatest im-
pact, enables pickers to pre-
pare orders in less than three 
minutes on average. Through 
the massive local investments 
in technology, talabat mart 
has since become a fast and 

reliable option in the market.
Additionally, talabat’s 

grocery dedicated product & 
tech team are constantly in-
novating and testing to find 
new ways to bring customers 
more relevance and help them 
source products faster. By 
utilizing its technology to bet-
ter understand how custom-
ers shop, as well as working 
with global household names 
to retrieve valuable insights, 
talabat Mart helps answer cus-
tomers’ every need.

Customers can order their 
groceries from talabat Mart by 
downloading the talabat ap-
plication through the iOS App 
Store, Google Playstore and 
Huawei App Gallery.

DMIS students record 100 percent pass
in Class XII CBSE Board examinations
TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK

DOHA

STUDENTS of Class XII of 
Doha Modern Indian School 
(DMIS) have recorded a bril-
liant and amazing perfor-
mance in the recent CBSE 
Board Examinations. The 
school secured 100 percent 
results.

In Science stream, the first 
position is shared by Shreshth 
Bhatia, Hamdan Abdul Vahab  
and Anisha Balachander with 
96.6 performance marks, fol-
lowed by Arya Atul Hardas in 
the second position with 96.2 
percent, while the third position 
is shared by Arya Mahesh Garud, 
Deep Amrish Oak and Swathi 
Suresh with 96 percent marks.

In commerce stream, 
Joanna Tabitha Kurian 
achieved the top position with 
97 percent marks, followed by 
Izma Maryam with 92.2 per-
cent and Asmit Patel with 89.2 
percent marks.

The subject toppers are 
Shreshth Bhatia in English 
with 97 marks, Hamdan Ab-
dul Vahab in Physics with 

97 marks, Hamdan Abdul 
Vahab and Swathi Suresh in 
Chemistry with 100 marks, 
Zaina Fatima Anees and Arya 
Mahesh Garud in Biology 
with 98 marks, Deep Amrish 
Oak in Mathematics with 99 
marks, Arya Atul Hardas in 
Informatics Practices with 100 
marks, Anisha Balachander in 
Computer Science with 100 

marks. Joanna Tabitha Kurian 
achieved high honours in all 
three subjects - Business Stud-
ies with 100 marks, Account-
ancy and Economics with 99 
marks.  

The school management, 
principal and staff congratu-
lated all students, parents and 
teachers for the amazing ac-
complishment.

DMIS students
excel in Class 
X CBSE exams
TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK

DOHA

THE students of Class X of 
Doha Modern Indian School 
have achieved superb per-
formance in the recent CBSE 
Board examinations. 

The school has secured 
100 percent results with 13 
out of 44 students scoring 90 
percent and above. 

Ayisha Abdul Hakeem 
achieved the top position se-
curing 96.8 percent followed 
by Suhitha Chalasani with 
94.8 percent while Harshith 
Prakash Mutta secured 94.6 
percent marks. 

The subject toppers are 
Inaaya Fathima in English 
with 99 marks, Harshith 
Prakash Mutta in Mathemat-

ics with 99 marks, Harshith 
Prakash Mutta in Science 
with 97 marks, Ayisha Ab-
dul Hakeem and Radhika 
Mishra in Social Science with 
99 marks, Nidhi Gourang 
Mudbhatkal in Information 
Technology with 95 marks, 
Suhitha Chalasani in Hindi 
with 93 marks, Kailas Sunil 
in Malayalam with 90 marks, 
Mohamed Elmustafa Ehab 
Mohamednour Abdalla in 
Arabic with 99 marks, Cam-
eron Winlin Edwin Raj in 
Tamil with 94 marks and 
Naina Nebu in French with 
97 marks.

The school management, 
principal and staff have con-
gratulated the students, par-
ents and teachers for the 
amazing accomplishment.

Qatar Sniper Association concludes participation 
in Larache International Festival 2022 in Morocco

QNA 
DOHA

THE Qatar Sniper Associa-
tion (Al Gannas) has wrapped 
up its outstanding participa-
tion in the 10th edition of the 
Larache International Festival 
of Culture, Arts and Heritage in 
Morocco, which was organised 
from July 25 to 30, 2022.

Al Gannas was a partner in 
this festival which is considered 
a platform for the convergence 
of Arab, African and Asian peo-
ple’s cultures.

The Qatari delegation to 
this events was headed by Pres-
ident of the Association Ali bin 
Khatam Al Mahshadi, includ-

ing Vice-President of the asso-
ciation Muhammad bin Abdul 
Latif Al Misnad. 

Moreover, Al Gannas had a 
special suite at the festival that 
contained the House of Poetry, 
including the authentic Qatari 
Majlis, in addition to a photo 
gallery of the various events and 
activities of the association. The 
President of Al Gannas crowned 
the winners of the contests su-
pervised by the association, 
such as greyhound racing, ar-
chery, arrows and plastic art.

The association also dis-
tributed gifts for the World 
Cup presented by the Supreme 
Committee for Delivery and 
Legacy.



Agencies

More than a week of 
floods and landslides across 
Iran have left dozens dead 
while search operations 
are under way to find many  
more missing.

At least 69 people have 
died in flooding across the 
country since the beginning 
of the current Iranian month 
of Mordad on July 23, Ne-
jad Jahani, a deputy with 
the country’s Crisis Man-
agement organisation, said  
on Sunday.

Another 22 people, all 
tourists sitting along or with-
in dried-up rivers, died after 
being caught unawares in 
the town of estahban in the 
southern province of Fars 

just before the month started.
Jahani told the state-run 

IrNA news website that 24 of 
Iran’s 31 provinces are deal-
ing with floods that have left 
45 people missing and dam-
aged 20,000 homes. He add-
ed that six Iraqi citizens were 
among the deceased.

A video purportedly re-
corded near the holy city of 
Mashhad – where Iraqi pil-
grims regularly visit – cir-
culated on social media on 
Saturday and showed a van 
being carried along by the 
muddy currents.

other videos posted 
online showed harrowing 
scenes of homes and streets 
being engulfed in mud and 
cars being destroyed due to 
the strong currents.

The flooding and land-
slides have been most deadly 
in the province of Tehran, 
where only in the area of 
Imamzadeh Davoud in the 
foothills of the Alborz moun-
tains, 19 people were killed 
and five are still missing.

The province of 
Mazandaran to the north and 
the central province of Yazd 
have also been hit hard, with 
local authorities reporting 
considerable damage to some 
of the historical parts of the 
city of Yazd, forcing the gov-
ernment offices to close on 
Sunday.

The ancient city of Yazd 
is a United Nations educa-
tional, Scientific and Cultural 
organization (UNeSCo) her-
itage site, with brick-mud 

houses and narrow alleyways 
that increase its vulnerability 
to floods.

The monsoon rains have 
incurred more than 60 tril-
lion rials (about $200m) in 
damages so far in the agri-
culture sector, according to 
agriculture minister Javad 
Sadatinejad.

Tens of thousands of ani-
mals and livestock have also 
perished in the floods, ac-
cording to officials.

In the capital Tehran, two 
water purification facilities 
were taken offline, but offi-
cials said the disruption did 
not affect water distribution 
in the metropolis and the fa-
cilities were restored by the 
end of Saturday.

Authorities have warned 

of more rains in the south-
ern and northern provinces, 
cautioning citizens to refrain 
from gathering along river 
banks and other potentially 
dangerous places.

one upside of the down-
pours has been that dams and 
reservoirs across the coun-
try, especially in dry prov-
inces such as Fars, Kerman 
and Sistan and Balochistan, 
have seen an increase in their 
stored water levels.

This is while Iran has in 
recent years been battling 
droughts that have been un-
precedented in decades. It 
has also experienced floods, 
a product of extreme weather 
events that scientists have 
warned are amplified by cli-
mate change.

Death toll after severe 
storms in Iran rises to 69

Members of a rescue team working at the site of a flash flood in the Emamzadeh Davoud  northwestern part of Tehran recently. (afp)

The flooding and landslides have been most deadly in the province of Tehran

Czech wildfire spreads as situation 
tense on both sides of border

dpA 
prague

GerMANY and the Czech re-
public continued to fight forest 
fires on Sunday, with the situa-
tion tense on both sides of the 
border on Sunday.

The fire burning in the Bo-
hemian Switzerland National 
Park, one of the largest seen 
in Czech history, now spans an 
area of around 1,000 hectares.

The challenging terrain is 
making the fire difficult to con-
tain, a spokesperson for the 
emergency services told Czech 
public broadcaster CT.

The fire broke out last week-
end in the Czech national park 
and spread across the border to 
Germany’s Saxon Switzerland 
National Park on Monday.

Crews keep finding new 
pockets of embers in the park. 

Some 750 firefighters are bat-
tling the flames after additional 
forces were called up from 
throughout the Czech republic.

They are aided by six heli-
copters and five fire-fighting 
aircraft, that set out after the 
early morning fog had lifted.

So far, eight emergency 
workers have been injured dur-
ing the efforts, several of them 
seriously. “This shows that we 
are really moving in a danger-
ous terrain,” the spokesperson 
said.

Some parts of the forest 
area are difficult to access, she 
said, including areas on the 
German-Czech border.

Hikers have now been 
banned from the Czech na-
tional park and police turned 
away three tourists seeking to 
visit one of the sandstone rock 
formations.

Meanwhile across the bor-
der in Germany, there was no 
sign of the situation easing in 
the Saxon Switzerland park, the 
authorities said.

Fresh outbreaks may be 
expected, given the rising tem-
peratures, the spokesperson for 
the region, Thomas Kunz, told 
dpa.

He said teams were try-
ing to block the progress of the 
fires by creating barriers in the 
woodlands.

Forest workers in nearby 
areas were busy removing dead 
trees and wood in a preventive 
measure.

Meanwhile in the state of 
Brandenburg near Berlin, rain-
fall offered emergency workers 
battling wildfires a little help, 
by soaking the ground and 
revealing hidden pockets of  
embers.

dpA 
Washington

THe Speaker of the US House 
of representatives Nancy 
Pelosi has departed on a tour 
of Asia but it remains unclear 
whether she would include a 
visit to Taiwan, despite warn-
ings this would be viewed by 
Beijing as a provocation.

A statement released by 
the speaker’s office on Sunday 
announced stops in Singa-
pore, Malaysia, South Korea 
and Japan.

Tensions between the 
Washington and Beijing are 

running high, fuelled partly 
by the possibility of the visit, 
reported in some media.

Beijing sees visits by for-
eign politicians to Taiwan as a 
provocation.

Taiwan is a self-ruling de-
mocracy that has had an in-
dependent government since 
1949, but it is viewed in Bei-
jing as a breakaway province 
that will eventually be reunit-
ed with the mainland.

“Today, our Congressional 
delegation travels to the Indo-
Pacific to reaffirm America’s 
strong and unshakeable com-
mitment to our allies and 

friends in the region,” Pelosi 
said.

Her trip is due to focus on 
“mutual security, economic 
partnership and democratic 
governance in the Indo-Pa-
cific region,” the statement 
said.

The statement came a day 

after China announced a mili-
tary manoeuvre near Taiwan, 
in a possible warning to the 
United States. The Chinese 
navy conducted an exercise 
blocking areas of the sea be-
tween mainland China and 
Taiwan on Saturday.

China’s air force also car-
ried out patrols near Taiwan, 
said People’s Liberation Army 
Air Force spokesperson on 
Sunday in the Chinese Peo-
ple’s Daily newspaper, adding 
that the air force has “a firm 
will, full confidence and suffi-
cient capability to defend Chi-
na’s national sovereignty and 

territory integrity.” The US 
had sent the aircraft carrier 
USS Donald reagan into the 
South China Sea last week, 
although the US military said 
this had been planned long in 
advance and was only a rou-
tine exercise.

Concerns have been grow-
ing that the russian invasion 
of Ukraine may embolden 
China to undertake a similar 
step.

Chinese President Xi Jin-
ping had warned US Presi-
dent Joe Biden against a Tai-
wan visit by Pelosi in a call 
last week.

Pelosi leaves possible Taiwan stop open as she starts Asia tour

World

Former Philippine president Ramos dies at 94
dpA 

Manila 

ForMer Philippine presi-
dent Fidel ramos, credited 
for lifting what was known as 
Asia’s basket-case economy to 
“tiger cub” status in the 1990s, 
died at 94 on Sunday, his fam-
ily said.  

The cause of death was 
not immediately known, and 
the family asked for privacy 
for “time to grieve together,” 
according to a statement an-
nouncing the former leader’s 
passing.

President Ferdinand Mar-
cos Jr expressed his deepest 
condolences to the family, 
adding, “our family shares the 
Filipino people’s grief on this 
sad day.” 

“We did not only lose a 
good leader, but also a mem-
ber of the family,” he said. 
“The legacy of his presidency 

will always be cherished and 
will be forever enshrined in 
the hearts of our grateful na-
tion.” 

ramos was president of 
the Philippines from 1992 to 
1998. He was credited for lur-
ing investments to the country 
by breaking up monopolies, 

ending the country’s long stint 
as the “sick man of Asia.” 

A graduate of the US Mili-
tary Academy at West Point, 
ramos rose to head the na-
tional police under late dicta-
tor Ferdinand Marcos, and 
implemented martial law.

In 1986, he broke away 

from the Marcos regime and 
joined then defence secretary 
Juan Ponce enrile in leading 
a popular uprising to over-
throw the 20-year dictatorship 
and bring Corazon Aquino to 
power.

During the Aquino years, 
he helped suppress six coup 
attempts and one secessionist 
insurrection mounted by Mar-
cos loyalists and disgruntled 
junior officers.

ramos’ popularity as a 
hero of the 1986 revolt and his 
image as a defender of democ-
racy encouraged him to train 
his sights on the presidency. 
He won a narrow victory over 
six rivals in 1992.

Mogadishu: the islamist terrorist group al-shabaab executed 
seven people in somalia, it said on sunday via the andalus 
radio station, the group’s main propaganda platform.

the group claimed that six of those killed were spies 
working for the secret services of the us and somalia so 
were responsible for the deaths of high-ranking members of 
al-shabaab. 

the executions took place in the southern region of Bay, 
near Mogadishu. a member of the government of the Bay 
region, Mohamed ahmed, and the information minister of the 
south-west of somalia, ilyas said, confirmed the reports to 
dpa. dozens of civilians were forced to witness the executions 
by the terrorists, ahmed said. 

somalia, with around 16 million people and situated on the 
horn of africa, has been plagued by violence at the hands of 
al-shabaab for years. the terrorist group, which controls vast 
swathes of land in the south and central regions, frequently 
attacks security forces and civilians. (dpa)

Islamist terror group executes seven 
people in Somalia

neW York: a Chinese rocked 
has re-entered the us atmos-
phere over the indian ocean, 
reported us space Command 
on saturday.

the division said the long 
March 5B rocket was spotted 
around 1645 gMt. 

nasa administrator Bill 
nelson noted in a press re-
lease that China did not share 
trajectory information, noting 
that it was “best practices” 
to do so, so that others could 
make “reliable predictions of potential debris impact risk.”

experts have said they think the chances of the rocket 
striking a civilized area are remote. 

nonetheless, nasa has levied criticism against China for 
not making sure that the rocket broke up more in the atmos-
phere, so that only small pieces of debris re-entered, as is the 
international standard.

the rocket was used by China last week to bring a new 
module into space for China’s under-construction space sta-
tion, the tiangong, or palace in the sky. (dpa)

US warns of risks as Chinese rocket 
debris re-enters atmosphere

islaMaBad: an armed stand-off has taken place between 
the taliban and iranian border forces on the border between 
afghanistan and iran, local authorities in kabul and tehran 
confirmed on sunday.

the clashes started at midday and iranian officials report-
ed said they were ongoing. 

habib elham, a local taliban spokesperson in afghanistan’s 
southern province of nimruz, claimed the iranian border forces 
had opened fire on a patrol of taliban border forces in kang 
district, killing one and injuring another. 

Meanwhile, the official news agency of iran irna cited an 
iranian border official confirming the clashes, without giving 
further information. 

since the taliban’s return to power, the border forces of the 
neighboring countries have clashed several times. (dpa)

Taliban and Iranian border forces engage 
in clashes, officials say

News 
in brief

File photo of Fidel Ramos. (afp)

Ramos was president of 
the Philippines from 1992 
to 1998. He was credited 
for luring investments to 
the country
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A statement released by the 
speaker’s office on Sunday 
announced stops in 
Singapore, Malaysia, South 
Korea and Japan

US Speaker of the House Nancy Pelosi in Washington recently. (afp)



AnnA HAnks

F
or the last 2.5 years, I man-
aged to avoid the coronavirus. 
I stayed home. I skipped fam-
ily Christmas twice. But after 
snagging my second Moderna 

shot last year, I warily ventured 
forth. I boarded at least 25 flights. I 
cut a distinctive airport figure, wear-
ing an N95, my ski goggles, a hide-
ous muumuu and a bad, bad hat, in 
an effort to encourage strangers not 
to get too close. I covered the Austin 
City Limits Music Festival and South 
by Southwest with an N95 over my 
sweaty face. I’ve been cautious, but 
not a shut-in.

My winning streak ended when I 
went to Barcelona, Spain, in June for 
the Primavera Sound music festival 
with a British friend and his many, 
many, many British friends. 

Vaccine boosters in England are 
only for those over 70, so our crowd 
was unboosted.

Every day I learned of more and 
more people in our group laid low 
by the current plague. Nearly all 
our gang who had met up at Hem-
ingway’s favorite absinthe bar were 
struck down with CoVID-19. This in-
spired me to freestyle off both the ti-
tle of Hemingway’s 1940 masterpiece 
For Whom the Bell Tolls and John 
Donne’s 1623-ish poem of the same 
name, “Ask not whom the CoVID 
test tolls for, it tolls for thee.”

My first clue that the jig was up 
was my having a hard time staying 
awake as saucy independent film-
maker and author John Waters was 
interviewed by Spanish transvestite 
singer/model Samantha Hudson. 
Waters, director of Pink Flamingos, 
is a hoot. (Waters noted that if CoV-
ID-19 had happened in the musical 
climate of the 1950s and ‘60s, there 
would have already been a CoVID-
themed hit song and accompanying 
dance!) If I could fall asleep during 
that riot, something was definitely 
amiss.

The day after seeing John Wa-
ters, my “I don’t want to be the one 
who spreads the plague” routine 
home test turned positive and I went 
back to bed.

Luckily I had gotten my booster 
a month before. Given that I have a 
tendency to get dramatically sick, I 
wanted to get Paxlovid, the Pfizer pill 
which can prevent the disease from 
becoming severe if given early in the 

course of the disease. It’s on the mar-
ket in Spain.

I hauled myself to Barcelona’s 
Hospital del Mar, which has a long 
history in fighting infectious diseas-
es. The website explains it’s situated 
on what was the 16th century Health 
House, “a quarantine centre for pos-
sibly contaminated persons from 
overseas.” Perfect.

“The epidemics of cholera and 
yellow fever that struck Barcelona 
… forced the City Council to build 
an isolation hospital in 1905. This 
is how … the Hospital of Infectious 
Diseases was built ... to combat the 
infectious diseases that continually 
afflicted the city.”

At the Er, I asked about getting 
either Paxlovid or monoclonal anti-
bodies, both of which are best given 
early in the disease before potentially 
catastrophic symptoms of the coro-
navirus develop. I was told, repeat-
edly, that zero treatments existed for 
the early stages of the coronavirus. I 
was instructed to go home, rest and 
drink lots of fluids — and come back 
when I was really sick and needed 
hospital services.

It was like I had stepped into a 
wormhole to early 2020, where early 
treatment of the coronavirus focused 
on the healing properties of chicken 
soup. This in a European Union hos-
pital that claims to be up with mod-
ern times!

The Hospital del Mar is “a mod-
ern general and university hospital, 
active and with research activity, 
which treats pathologies of medium 
and high complexity,” said their web-
site. I disagree.

Maybe early coronavirus treat-
ments aren’t big in the European 
Union? When I casually mentioned 
the possibility of early-stage CoVID 
treatments to Latvian friends work-
ing in the arts over lunch this sum-
mer, they looked at me as if I had 
grown a third ear or was eating my 
french fries with my fingers.

Here in the US, the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention al-
ready estimates that some 65% of 
current coronavirus cases are the 
new superduper contagious omicron 
variant of BA.5. No word if President 
Joe Biden’s current infection is from 
this newest variant.

My experience in Spain, coupled 
with the recent dropping of the re-
quirement for a negative CoVID test 
to enter the US, means there will like-
ly be more people entering with even 
more new CoVID-19 variants, or un-
pleasant viral remixes of BA.5. I know 
multiple people who have recently re-
turned to the US with the coronavirus 
as an unwelcome souvenir.

Given the lack of treatment op-
tions in Spain, I watched Spanish 
television, ate gazpacho and tested 
negative before flying back. When I 

tested again in Texas before spend-
ing time with my 85-year-old moth-
er, my home tests were again posi-
tive. So was my PCr (polymerase 
chain reaction) test at Austin Public 
Health.

The nice coronavirus researcher 
who lives next door told me that, ac-
cording to the respectable podcast 
This Week in Virology, my testing 
positive/negative/positive in quick 
succession has been called the Pax-
lovid effect. And it’s even possible if 
you haven’t taken Paxlovid!

According to the clinical trial data 
referenced on the podcast, 1% to 2% 
of both the people who had taken 
Paxlovid and the placebo group had 
symptom rebound. My neighbor-
hood coronavirus researcher sus-
pected that I had had one long in-
fection, not two different ones. He 
thought it unlikely that I would have 
contracted a different variant so soon 
after an original first infection be-
cause my immune system would still 
have been all fired up to fight off new 
virus varmints.

Act II of my time with CoVID-19 
involved a theatrically bad cough, 
a telemedicine visit with my Austin 
doctor, 10 days of antibiotics and a 
follow-up chat with someone from 
Austin Public Health, who told me I 
was the second person that week she 
had seen who had a positive test after 
visiting Barcelona.

We’re at peak summer travel 
season. If you factor in the difficulty 
of getting early-stage coronavirus 
treatments abroad, the total disap-
pearance of mask usage in places 
like Latvia and the recent decision to 
drop the requirement for a negative 
CoVID-19 test for people entering 
the US, it’s time to be very, very wary.

With BA.5 in the mix, hospital 
admissions for CoVID-19 have been 
trending up. The Centers for Disease 
Control is expecting the current wave 
to crest with 13,800 new confirmed 
CoVID-19 hospital admissions likely 
to be reported on Aug. 12.

Given my Barcelona Er experi-
ence, I suggest doing everything you 
can to avoid getting CoVID while 
traveling. Squeeze some N95 masks 
and free government tests in between 
the bathing suits and beach books!

After being on holiday with Mr 
Covid, I cannot recommend the ex-
perience.

(Anna Hanks is a writer in 
Austin.)
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The Federal American Data Privacy And 
Protection Act Protects Everybody’s Data

DAviD BroDy

W
HEN a business signals “whites 
only,” it does not matter if it is writ-
ten in ink or pixels, words or code. 
The discrimination is the same. 
The harm is the same. And the le-

gal consequences should be the same.
Yet our laws and courts often treat dis-

crimination on the internet differently. 
Because there is no comprehensive online 
federal privacy law, online entities can col-
lect, use, buy and sell data about our iden-
tities and then discriminate against us. Bi-
partisan legislation working its way through 
Congress right now can change this.

Everyday life — including finding a job, 
buying a house, starting a business and 
shopping — now occurs online. Civil rights 
in online commerce are just as important as 
equal opportunity in person.

Existing anti-discrimination laws of-
ten cannot help because they were written 
before the internet was created. Some, in-
cluding the Civil rights Act of 1964, do not 
cover shops or have unresolved questions 
as to how they may apply to online busi-
nesses. others apply only to specific sectors, 
like housing and employment, but may not 
cover new types of algorithmic services that 

match individuals to these opportunities, or 
new forms of commerce such as influencers 
or gaming. Some federal laws do not apply 
to discrimination on the basis of sex or re-
ligion.

Under current federal law, it is legal for 
an online retailer to charge higher prices to 
women or to refuse to sell products to Chris-
tians. Algorithms used for targeting adver-
tisements and decision-making frequently 
produce unequal outcomes in housing, em-
ployment, credit, healthcare, education and 
other businesses. And individuals have little 
recourse against algorithms and artificial 
intelligence models that reinforce the biases 
and racism that pervade our society as a leg-
acy from historical segregation. Consistent-
ly, Black and brown individuals have been 
shown to be disproportionately affected by 
discriminatory uses of personal data.

Facebook-owner Meta, for example, re-
cently settled a civil rights lawsuit brought 
by the Justice Department and agreed to 
change practices that delivered housing ads 
in a manner that discriminated against peo-
ple of color. Academic research has shown 
that facial recognition technology dispro-
portionately discriminates against Black 
and brown people, and especially misiden-
tifies Black women. Amazon at one time 

consulted a hiring algorithm that penalized 
resumes for including the word “women’s” 
and gave lower priority to applicants from 
two all-women’s colleges.

All of that could be remedied by the 
American Data Privacy and Protection Act, 
a bipartisan and bicameral effort to safe-
guard data privacy and civil rights online. 
The legislation is one of the most significant 
developments in federal internet policy in 
decades. It would build out our civil rights 
infrastructure to fight discrimination in a 
data-driven economy. It recently advanced 
out of committee with overwhelming sup-
port: a 53-2 vote.

The American Data Privacy and Pro-
tection Act protects civil rights online. It 
prohibits discriminatory uses of personal 
data; requires bias testing for algorithms 
that determine access to and eligibility for 
essential economic opportunities; requires 
companies to collect, use or share only as 
much data as is necessary to provide ser-
vices consumers expect; and provides for 
reasonable enforcement. Importantly, the 
bill allows individuals to sue companies that 
violate their rights. The Federal Trade Com-
mission, state attorneys general and state 
privacy agencies would also be able to en-
force the law.

There are ways in which the legislation 
could be improved, such as adding a re-
quirement that companies use independent 
auditors to test their algorithms. But in all, 
the law is a crucial step toward ensuring that 
all Americans have equal opportunity on 
the internet, meaningful privacy rights and 
equal access to online goods and services.

Like any bipartisan bill, compromise 
is necessary for enactment. The American 
Data Privacy and Protection Act would 
block some state laws that address the same 
issues, while preserving others such as civil 
rights or consumer protection laws.

California has better privacy laws com-

pared with other states, but that does not 
mean they are actually and objectively 
strong. Some in California don’t want to see 
its laws superseded. But state laws cannot 
extend outside the states in question. Con-
sumers in other states should not be left vul-
nerable; the price to achieve protections for 
everyone is a uniform federal standard. The 
price is steep, but worth it.

Moreover, according to an analysis by 
privacy advocates, the proposed federal law 
is stronger than any of the state data protec-
tion laws, including California’s.

For example, unlike the federal legisla-
tion, the state data laws do not expressly 
prohibit discriminatory uses of information 
collected online. They don’t require that 
algorithms are tested for bias or that com-
panies provide consumers with privacy by 
design. And they don’t provide the right to 
sue.

The analysis shows that the federal bill 
also has stronger provisions for guarding 
kids’ data, location tracking, health infor-
mation and for regulating data brokers.

Privacy rights are civil rights. Data priva-
cy laws should ensure that who we are can-
not be used against us unfairly. Lawmakers 
need to protect all Americans by passing the 
American Data Privacy and Protection Act.

IT’S only natural to scour Gov 
Gavin Newsom’s proposed CArE 
Courts plan for enough redeem-

ing features to make it worthwhile. 
Californians are desperate for solu-
tions to help people struggling with 
debilitating mental illness because 
the state has failed utterly to pro-
vide sufficient mental health care. 
Cities have tried criminalizing the 
homelessness that can be a result 
of severe mental illness, and some 
lawmakers have tried to more eas-
ily compel mentally ill people into 
treatment — anything but make 
the necessary investment in hous-
ing, treatment and care.

But the Community Assistance 
recovery and Empowerment 
Court, and the accompanying 
Senate Bill 1338, merely create a 
new legal framework for the same 
failed approach, making mental 
illness tantamount to a crime. A 
veneer of voluntariness — civil 
courts instead of criminal, “sup-
ported decision-making” before 
outright compulsion — is meant 
to make the program more palat-
able. But the only real step forward 
is Newsom’s separate but related 
commitment to fund thousands of 
affordable housing units, some of 
which counties could use to bol-
ster their slim stock of supportive 
housing. California needs much 
more of that — plus many more 
dedicated permanent supportive 
housing units — and fewer policy 
mirages.

Under the CArE Court pro-
posal, a person with specified se-
rious mental disorders such as 
schizophrenia could petition a 
court for entry into a county care 
program. But it is presumed that 
few patients will choose to act on 
their own behalf and that most en-
tries will be initiated by people the 
new law would authorize to act, 
supposedly on their behalf. Those 
people include police officers, re-
gardless of whether the subjects 
of their petitions are suspected of 
committing any crime (counties, 
care providers and family mem-
bers are also among those who 
could petition).

Police participation in mental 
health petitions is deeply alarm-
ing. There is a growing movement 
nationwide to remove police from 
dealing with mental health chal-
lenges because they are particu-
larly unsuited to the task. It’s esti-
mated that 25% of police shootings 
involve mentally ill people, accord-
ing to multiple studies, including a 
2015 Washington Post investiga-

tion. Earlier this month, the nation 
launched the 988 crisis number as 
an alternative to 911, and although 
the new number is best known as 
a suicide hotline, the broader vi-
sion is to use it as a dispatch line 
to send trained mental health cli-
nicians and counselors to respond 
to patients whose problems are 
best handled outside the criminal 
system.

The CArE Courts program 
pushes in the opposite direction, 
centering police as front-line men-
tal health responders.

The program makes additional 
funding available to state superior 
courts to take on the new tasks. 
Judges would consider each peti-
tion and determine whether the 
person’s condition meets the legal 
criteria. If so, the court would or-
der the county to provide a care 
program which could last up to two 
years. Failure to improve in that 
time could result in the court im-
posing conservatorships, although 
one purpose of the program is os-
tensibly to avoid conservatorships.

The person would be asked 
to volunteer to participate in the 
CArE program, but if he or she de-
clines, the judge could compel par-
ticipation. That’s reminiscent of a 
famous line from “Casablanca,” 
after a couple asks the prefect of 
police whether he is ordering them 
to appear at the station the next 
morning.

“Let us say that it is my re-
quest,” the prefect, Captain re-
nault, answers. “That is a much 
more pleasant word.”

Disabled people and their car-
egivers are beginning to embrace 
a practice known as supported 
decision-making, in which a per-
son who recognizes that his or her 
capacity for making key decisions 
about care is compromised and 
selects one or more trusted fam-
ily members, friends or agents to 
discuss options and make recom-
mendations. The patient ultimate-
ly retains final decision-making 
power. The CArE Courts program 
includes a feature that uses the 
term “supported decision-making” 
while undermining the concept by 
depriving patients the power to 
choose their own support system 
and ultimately make their own de-
cisions.

That’s an important flaw, be-
cause experience demonstrates 
that people battling mental illness 
do better, for longer, when they 
retain as much of their personal 
autonomy as their situation allows.

The False Promise Of 
Gov Gavin Newsom’s 

CARE Courts
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FIGHT FOR REFORM

dpa
Baghdad

Iraq’s influential cleric Mo-
qtada al-sadr on sunday 
praised his supporters who are 
currently staging a sit-in pro-
test in parliament in Baghdad, 
and called on Iraqis not to miss 
what he termed a “golden op-
portunity” for reform in the 
country.

On saturday, thousands 
of al-sadr loyalists broke into 
the parliament building for the 
second time this week, in an es-
calation of months of political 
deadlock in Iraq.

They announced a sit-in 
protest inside the assembly 
after they were able to en-
ter Baghdad’s highly fortified 
Green Zone, which houses the 
parliament, government build-
ings and foreign missions in-
cluding the Us embassy.

In his first comment on the 
unrest, al-sadr called his fol-
lowers’ actions a “spontaneous, 
peaceful revolution that liber-
ated” the Green Zone.

“This is a great opportunity 
to introduce radical change in 
the political system,” he said on 
Twitter.

al-sadr rallied for wider 
support from Iraqis including 
tribes, security forces and the 
powerful pro-state militia, the 
Popular Mobilization Units.

“Dear people, rise up to de-
mand reform ... I call on every-
one to support the pro-reform 
revolutionaries,” the firebrand 
cleric said.

Earlier sunday, protesters 
claimed that more supporters 
of al-sadr  joined the sit-in in-
side parliament.

The protesters are in con-
trol of Iraq’s parliamentary 
building and authorities are 

cautious not to provoke them. 
according to protesters, securi-
ty forces maintain order inside 
parliament without weapons, 
apparently to avoid any further 
unrest.

Hundreds of al-sadrists 

flocked to parliament on sun-
day, from mainly shiite ar-
eas across Iraq including the 
holy cities of Karbala and Najaf, 
protesters said.

There has been no official 
comment on the increase so far.

Parliament has suspended 
its sessions until further notice 
due to the unrest.

The rival Coordination 
Framework, a shiite alliance of 
pro-Iran political groups, late 
saturday said it had postponed 
protests called earlier “until 
further notice” to allow time for 
a political solution to the cur-
rent stand-off.

On Wednesday, a large 
number of demonstrators 
stormed the Green Zone and 
parliament, protesting the 
Coordination Framework’s 
nomination of ex-government 
minister Mohammed shia al-
sudani for the prime minister 
post.  The protesters later left, 
in response to a call from al-
sadr.

a bloc linked to al-sadr se-
cured 73 seats in the 329-strong 
parliament in legislative elec-
tions held in October last year.

Al-Sadr praises supporters occupying parliament
US president Biden 
COVID positive again

dpa
Washington

Us President Joe Biden tested 
positive for the coronavirus on 
saturday, just days after being 
given a clean bill of health fol-
lowing a coronavirus infection 
earlier this month.

Biden’s physician, Kevin 
O’Connor, said in a statement 
that rebound infections are 
not unheard of in patients like 
Biden, who were treated with 
Paxlovid, an antiviral medi-
cation. Biden has returned to 
“strict isolation procedures,” 
to be on the safe side.

“The president has ex-
perienced no reemergence 
of symptoms, and continues 
to feel quite well. This being 
the case, there is no reason 
to reinitiate treatment at this 
time, but we will obviously 
continue close observation,” 
read a statement by O’Connor.

Biden tweeted later, ap-
parently attempting to indi-
cate that the new positive re-
sult was fairly routine.

“I’ve got no symptoms, 
but I am going to isolate for 
the safety of everyone around 
me,” he tweeted. “I’m still at 
work, and will be back on the 

road soon.” Biden’s reinfec-
tion was caught with an anti-
gen test on saturday.

Biden initially tested posi-
tive for the coronavirus on 
July 21. He isolated, but never 
reported serious symptoms. 
He had his second negative 
test on Tuesday, which quali-
fied him as recovered. How-
ever, he kept on testing in the 
subsequent days because re-
bound infections are a possi-
bility with “a small percentage 
of” Paxlovid patients.

Until Biden returned to 
the Oval Office on Wednes-
day, he had been conducting 
most of his business via vide-
oconference or by phone. He 
said he had only suffered mild 
symptoms and was able to 
work the whole time he was in 
quarantine. He had also, since 
Tuesday, been declared fever-
free, with almost all symptoms 
gone.

O’Connor said the presi-
dent had been “conscientious” 
to make sure any of the people 
who would normally comes 
into contact with him - such 
as White House staff or secret 
service members - were kept a 
safe distance from him while 
he was contagious.

dpa
MoscoW

sIx people were injured in an 
attack by Ukrainian troops on 
the Black sea Fleet in Crimea, 
while two Ukrainians, includ-
ing a prominent grain trader, 
were killed by russian shelling 
in southern Ukraine.

The russian governor 
of sevastopol Mikhail raz-
vozhayev reported the Ukrain-
ian attack on Telegram on sun-
day, as the area cancelled 
celebrations to mark russia’s 
Navy Day.

a drone had hit a courtyard 
of the staff headquarters in the 
city of sevastopol in the south 
of Crimea, a region controlled 
by Moscow since russia an-
nexed the Ukrainian peninsula 
in 2014.

“Early this morning, 
Ukrainian nationalists decided 
to spoil our Navy Day,” raz-
vozhayev said. Celebrations 
to mark the event are planned 
in many regions in russia but 
have been cancelled for sevas-
topol.

razvozhayev said no one 
had died but that staff mem-
bers of the russian Black sea 
Fleet had been injured. “I ask 
that you remain calm and, if 
possible, stay at home,” he said.

The FsB domestic intel-
ligence service is investigating 
the attack, he said.

In the same night, a promi-
nent Ukrainian grain trader 
was killed by russian shelling 
along with his wife in the south-
ern Ukrainian city of Mykolay-
iv, described by the city’s major 
as some of the heaviest in the 
war so far.

“During the night, the hero 
of Ukraine and general director 
of Nibulon, Olexiy Vadatursky, 
and his wife rajissa tragically 
died as a result of shelling,” the 
regional governor, Vitaliy Kim, 
wrote on Telegram.

Vadatursky was said to be 

worth more than $408 million.
as the war in Ukraine drags 

on and russia makes uneven 
progress, russian President 
Vladimir Putin used the occa-
sion of Navy Day for a show of 
force and to declare a new na-
val doctrine.

Putin declared that rus-
sia would protect its maritime 
borders by all means necessary 
at a parade of warships, aircraft 
and thousands of soldiers in st 
Petersburg.

Furthermore, Putin an-

nounced that Zirkon, a new 
hypersonic cruise missile, will 
also enter service soon, with 
the admiral Gorshkov frigate 

to be the first to be equipped 
with them.

russia’s new doctrine 
states that the United states’ 
bid for dominance of the 
world’s oceans is a “challenge 
to russia’s national security.” 
The document also provides 
for the expansion of the mili-
tary infrastructure on the an-
nexed Black sea peninsula of 
Crimea and foresees the con-
struction of modern aircraft 
carriers.

as Putin appeared in front 

of thousands, he did not direct-
ly mention the war on Ukraine 
but thanked the navy for its 
missions and praised its high 
level of defence readiness.

Parades honouring rus-
sia’s naval forces are planned 
in several regions of russia, 
with 40 warships, including 
submarines, due to take part.

russia is also planning 
to hold a naval parade in the 
Mediterranean, in the port of 
the syrian city of Tartus, ac-
cording to the Kremlin.

Ukraine targets Black Sea 
Fleet in Crimea on Navy Day

Russian Navy members patrol in front of a headquarter of Russia’s Black Sea Fleet in Sevastopol, in Crimea on Sunday. (aFP)

 Ukraine grain tycoon Olexiy Vadatursky, and his wife Rajissa tragically die as a result of Russian shelling

dpa
London

IN Britain, Prime Minister Bo-
ris Johnson and his wife Car-
rie celebrated their wedding at 
the grand Cotswolds estate of a 
major Tory donor with guests 
including staunch loyalists Ja-
cob rees-Mogg and Nadine 
Dorries.

The outgoing Prime Min-
ister and his wife hosted fam-
ily and friends at 18th-century 
Daylesford House to celebrate 
their nuptials in a wider cir-
cle, after the pandemic forced 
them to scale back festivities 
last year.

The thrice-wed groom’s 
81-year-old father stanley 
Johnson and sister rachel 

Johnson were there to mark his 
latest marriage, while australi-
an actor Holly Valance was also 
seen pulling into the estate.

Political allies who were 
also pictured arriving included 
Conservative Lord Zac Gold-
smith and Tory MP John Whit-
tingdale, as well as Cabinet col-
leagues Mr rees-Mogg and Ms 
Dorries.

There were questions over 
whether defectors from Mr 
Johnson’s Government would 
be culled from the guest list, 
with former health secretary 
sajid Javid one of those nota-
bly not spotted arriving.

The party is currently pre-
paring to choose a replacement 
for Johnson who was forced to 
resign after dozens of members 

of government quit in protest 
over his handling of a series of 
scandals.

Former chancellor rishi 
sunak and current Foreign 
secretary Liz Truss missed the 

party as they were on the cam-
paign trail in a bid to replace 
the Prime Minister.

a likely less welcome guest 
was anti-Brexit protester steve 
Bray, who pitched up on a road 
near the wedding venue with a 
giant banner reading “corrupt 
Tory government”.

Ms Truss, at a campaign 
visit in Bromley, defended Mr 
Johnson for holding the lav-
ish celebrations at a time when 
millions are struggling with 
ballooning bills.

asked whether the Prime 
Minister should concentrate on 
such crises facing the country 
instead of partying, she told 
reporters: “I think he’s entitled 
to enjoy his wedding day, and I 
wish the best to him and Carrie 

and all the family.” The event 
was being held in a huge white 
marquee on the expansive 
landscaped grounds of Dayles-
ford House in Gloucestershire.

The Grade I-listed man-
sion is owned by Lord Bam-
ford, chairman of construction 
equipment manufacturer JCB, 
who has donated millions to 
the Conservatives. staff were 
this week seen going in and 
out of the bunting-topped tent 
amid apparent party prepara-
tions.

Guests were able to re-
lax on hay bales and benches 
placed outside the marquee 
and eat and drink at casks and 
small tables as they enjoyed 
views across vast meadows and 
orchards.

British PM holds wedding party at Tory donor’s estate

Boris Johnson
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Washington at least 25 people died in devastating floods 
in the Us state of Kentucky, governor andy Beshear said on 
saturday.

“We’ve got some tough news to share out of Eastern Ken-
tucky today, where we are still in the search and rescue phase. 
our death toll has risen to 25 lost, and that number is likely to 
increase,” Beshear tweeted.

according to current knowledge, four children are among 
the dead. authorities said that it could be weeks before all the 
victims are found and that it was unclear how many people 
were missing since there is no mobile reception in large parts 
of the disaster zone.

Flash floods and landslides followed heavy rains in Ken-
tucky and in the neighbouring states of Virginia and West 
Virginia. Many people were surprised by the floods on thursday 
night. hundreds of people had already been rescued by boat 
and helicopter.

Us President Joe Biden approved a request for a major 
disaster declaration in Kentucky, unlocking federal funding to 
aid the recovery efforts.

in december, more than 70 people died amid devastating 
tornadoes in the state. (dpa)

Kentucky floods death toll rises to 25

RoME after waiting for roughly a week the private humanitarian 
organization sos Méditerranée has been granted permission 
to bring 380 refugees rescued from the Mediterranean to italy, 
it announced on twitter on sunday.

the ocean Viking will be allowed to make port at salerno, 
just south of naples, after having saved various groups of 
refugees in distress at sea.

the ship geo Barents from the humanitarian organization 
doctors without Borders, carrying 660 refugees, is still waiting 
to be granted permission to land. according to the organiza-
tion, more than 150 of the migrants are minors.

Meanwhile, the german organization sea-Watch brought 
440 refugees to safety in the southern italian city of taranto 
on saturday. (dpa)

Ocean Viking brings 380 rescued sea 
migrants to Italy

BEiRUt one of the grain silos affected by a blaze at the Beirut 
port collapsed on sunday, witnesses said, triggering memories 
of a massive blast that rocked the port in august 2020.

the silos have been on fire for the past two weeks, scatter-
ing tons of grain amid hot weather.

the fire and the hot weather have now caused two col-
umns of one silo to collapse, civil defence officials said. Fur-
ther collapse is expected.

authorities have not stated what caused the blaze.
Videos showed a massive cloud of dust spreading across 

the area after the collapse.
Residents near the port were staying indoors and wear-

ing masks to protect themselves. sunday’s collapse reminds 
many of the fire that triggered the explosion of tons of improp-
erly stored ammonium nitrate on august 4, 2020.

More than 190 people were killed and 6,000 more were 
injured in the explosion that destroyed large parts of Beirut 
and displaced some 300,000 people. (dpa)

Grain silo partially collapses at Beirut 
port two years after blast

News 
in brief

Challenge
Russia’s new doctrine 
states that the United 
states’ bid for dominance 
of the world’s oceans is a 
“challenge to Russia’s 
national security” 

Supporters of Iraq’s powerful Shiite preacher Moqtada Sadr -- opposed 
to a rival bloc’s nomination for prime minister -- walk freely in and out 
of Iraq’s parliament building in Baghdad’s high-security Green Zone, 
on Sunday. (aFP)



SATYENDRA PATHAK
DOHA

COMPLETION of its pur-
chase of the remaining 40 
percent share capital in Ne-
bras Power by the Qatar 
Electricity and Water Com-
pany will help fuel increases 
in the company’s earnings 
estimates, QNB Financial 
Services (QNBFS) has said in 
a report released on Sunday.

Given that Nebras has be-
come a 100 percent-owned 
subsidiary of QEWC, the 
report said, “Nebras’ opera-
tions should be consolidated 
going forward.”

“QEWC’s wholly-owned 
subsidiary ‘Ras Laffan Op-
erating Company’ complet-
ed this purchase from Qa-
tar Holding. The final deal 
terms appear consistent with 
the initial announcement on 
January 4, 2022, as high-
lighted in our previous re-
port,” QNBFS said.

QEWC has funded the 
transaction using a $550 
million bank loan. The 40 
percent stake was worth 
roughly $584 million in book 
value (BV) as of the second 
quarter of 2022. So the pur-
chase price is at a moderate 
discount to BV.

The report said, “Ne-
bras’ earnings declined from 
QR355.8 million in 2019 to 
QR284.9 million in 2020 
and then again to QR206.3 
million in 2021. While Ne-
bras’ 2021 earnings declined, 
to a large extent, as Paiton 
in Indonesia did not benefit 
from a COVID-related tax 
reduction as was the case in 
2020, we note Nebras’ earn-
ings remain depressed in the 

first half of 2022 primarily 
on account of a QR113 mil-
lion net impairment loss on 
five solar plants located in 
Ukraine in the second quar-
ter of 2022.

“However, we are hopeful 
that the company can benefit 
from earnings growth going 
forward if we strip out these 
one-offs.”

“We believe this deal to 
be financed by a $550 million 
bank loan could be slightly 

accretive (around 3 percent 
over 2022-2026e) and will 
update our estimates short-
ly,” it said.

“We continue to like 
QEWC as a long-term play 
with a relatively defensive 
business model. The near-
term impact of the COV-
ID-19 pandemic was muted 
on QEWC’s business model 
as the company is paid based 
on power and water avail-
ability and is relatively unaf-
fected by the vagaries of end 
demand. We have already 
incorporated the Nebras ac-
quisition into our DCF-based 
valuation model. 2022 earn-
ings should benefit from 
improved power and water 
offtake, especially during the 
second half of 2022, given 
the FIFA World Cup Qatar 
2022,” the report said.

‘Nebras purchase 
to drive QEWC’s 
earnings growth’

QDB opens applications for 
Entrepreneurship World Cup
TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK

DOHA

QATAR Development Bank 
(QDB) will be opening appli-
cations for entrepreneurs at 
all stages of growth to partici-
pate in the Entrepreneurship 
World Cup (EWC) 2022, one 
of the leading global startup 
pitch competitions. 

QDB is the national organ-
iser of the competition in Qa-
tar and is responsible for man-
aging the national finals for 
startups to advance all the way 
through to the EWC global fi-
nals. On a local level, the top 
three winners from the Qatar 
competition will receive prize 
money of $100,000.

The international compe-
tition features entrepreneurs 
from over 200 countries, of-
fering winners over $1 million 
in cash prizes and support for 
startups to grow their busi-
nesses. The competition kicks 
off with nation-level rounds, 
after which the winners will 
qualify for the EWC finals 
where top entrepreneurs from 
around the world will com-
pete. This year the global finals 
will be held in Riyadh, Saudi 
Arabia, in November 2022.

On this occasion, QDB 
Acting CEO Abdulrahman 
Hesham Al Sowaidi said, “The 
EWC is one of many key ini-
tiatives that QDB deploys to 
support entrepreneurs and in-
troduce them to international 
forums that cater to innova-
tion and creativity. In addi-
tion, this initiative empowers 
the competitive entrepreneur-
ial ecosystem, not only at the 
national level but also at the 

global one too, which eventu-
ally strengthens our endeav-
ours in supporting SMEs and 
their ambitions nationally and 
internationally. Thus, we en-
courage innovative business 
minds & pioneers to apply 
and earn the chance to repre-
sent Qatar on an international 
level.”

Qatar is participating in 
the fourth edition of the EWC, 
which was launched in 2019. 
In the last two editions of the 
competition, enterprises from 
Asia grabbed first place (To-

doc of South Korea in 2021 
and Singapore’s TurtleTree 
Labs the year before).

The EWC is considered the 
most diverse of its kind, as it 
welcomes enterprises from 
all stages whether they are 
in the idea stage, early stage, 
or growth stage. The eligibil-
ity criteria are not restrictive, 
but the company must be less 
than 7 years old at the date of 
the global finals and must be 
licensed and registered in the 
country in which it operates.

The most notable advan-

tages of participation in the 
EWC include gaining an op-
portunity to showcase the 
business in the international 
arena and benefit from the 
knowledge networks that the 
competition offers, as well as 
the educational resources that 
enterprises will receive upon 
registration. All participants 
will have access to EWC Accel-
erates, a virtual training pro-
gram that will boost entrepre-
neurs’ chances to win in the 
national finals to advance to 
the next rounds. The top 100 

global finalists will also receive 
a combined $100,000 worth 
of in-kind support.

Entrepreneurs who are 
interested to participate can 
apply via the EWC platform, 
starting from July 28 until Au-
gust 28, 2022. QDB will over-
see the national finals in Qa-
tar under the supervision of a 
specialised jury, representing 
some of QDB’s national part-
ners. After that, the top three 
winners from Qatar will move 
on to the global finals in the 
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia.

QDB is the national organiser of the competition in Qatar and is responsible for managing the national finals for startups to advance all the way 
through to the EWC global finals. 

200 countries are taking part in the international competition, which offers $1 mn in cash prizes

The QEWC plant in Ras Abu Fontas.   

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

CONTINUING its gain-
ing trend for the last two 
weeks in a row, Qatari stocks 
opened the new week on a                                          
positive note on Sunday.

The general index of 
the Qatar Stock Exchange 
(QSE) recorded an increase 
of 247.98 points, or 1.89 
percent, to reach the level of 
13,370,030 points.

During today’s ses-
sion, 181.799 million shares 
were traded with a value 
of QR506.543 million as a 
result of the implementa-
tion of 14,151 transactions in                                 
all sectors.

During the session, the 
shares of 37 companies rose, 
the prices of six other com-
panies decreased, while two 
companies maintained their 
previous closing price.

The market capitalisa-
tion, at the end of the trad-
ing session, amounted to 
QR734.94 billion compared 
to QR722.145 billion in the 
previous session.

The day saw six out of the 
seven sector indices close in 
the posititve territory. The in-
dustrial sector,which gained 
2.36 percent on the back of 
over 2.5 percent, was the best 
performing sector index for 
the week.   

QSE jumps 
248 points 
as bull run 
continues

US small caps tempt investors with cheap valuations
REUTERS 
NEW YORK

SHARES of smaller US com-
panies are outpacing a rally in 
the broader equity market as 
they draw investors looking 
to scoop up cheaply valued 
stocks and those betting the 
group has already priced in 
an economic slowdown.

The small-cap Russell 
jumped 10.4 percent in July 
against a 9.1 percent gain for 
the benchmark S&P 500, its 
biggest percentage-point out-
performance on a monthly 
basis since February.

Small caps tend to be 
more domestically oriented, 
less profitable and carry a 
heavier debt load than their 
larger counterparts, often 
putting them in the firing line 
when worries over the econ-
omy take hold and markets 
become volatile.

This year was no exception: 
the Russell 2000 has fallen 16 
percent in 2022 despite July’s 
rebound, compared with the 
S&P 500’s 13.3 percent drop, 
as the Federal Reserve tight-
ened monetary policy faster 
than expected to fight red-hot 
inflation and sapped appetite 
for risk across markets.

The small-cap index is now 
at its cheapest versus the large- 
cap Russell 1000 since March 
2020, according to Jefferies 
data, catching the eye of some 
bargain-hunting investors.

“There was an enormous 

amount of damage in the 
small-cap space,” said Francis 
Gannon, co-chief investment 
officer at Royce Investment 
Partners. “This is among the 
cheapest segments of the US 
market.”

Gannon has been in-
creasing positions in small 
caps, focusing on industri-
als, materials and technology 
companies in the space.

Some investors also be-
lieve that prices for small 
caps - which are viewed as 
more attuned to the econo-

my’s fluctuations - may al-
ready be reflecting a poten-
tial recession, limiting their 
downside if predictions of 
one come to pass.

Data this week showed US 
gross domestic product con-
tracted for a second straight 
quarter, fulfilling an often-
cited definition of a reces-
sion. read more However, the 
National Bureau of Economic 
Research, which is the official 
arbiter of business cycles, has 
yet to declare a recession and 
Fed Chair Jerome Powell said 

this week it was unlikely the 
economy was in one, citing a 
strong employment backdrop.

“Small caps appear to be 
baking in a lot of economic 
pain already,” RBC Capital 
Markets analysts said in re-
port earlier in July.

“Recessions have tended 
to be good buying opportuni-
ties for Small Caps,” they add-
ed. The bank also noted that 
the Russell 2000’s forward 
price-to-earnings ratio has 
been trading in the 11-13 times 
range, “which tends to mark 

its bottom.”
Citi US equity strategists 

earlier this week wrote “stocks 
down the market cap spec-
trum appear closer to pricing 
in recession than their Large 
Cap peers.”

Not everyone is convinced 
it is time to buy small caps. 
Appetite for shares of smaller 
companies could quickly sour 
if inflation remains persistent 
and the Fed is forced to raise 
rates more aggressively than 
expected, inflicting more pain 
on the economy.

The central bank hiked 
interest rates by 2.25 percent-
age points already this year as 
it fights the worst inflation in 
four decades, but Powell of-
fered little specific guidance 
about what to expect next 
during his news conference 
following Wednesday’s Fed 
meeting. 

“There might be some 
more disappointing economic 
news to come even though the 
market is (already) pricing 
in somewhat of a mild reces-
sion,” said Angelo Kourkafas, 
an investment strategist at 
Edward Jones, which recom-
mends clients “underweight” 
small caps for now.

The economy’s strength 
faces a key test next week, 
when the monthly US jobs re-
port for July is released. Eco-
nomic data is expected to be 
especially important for mar-
ket sentiment in the next two 
months to give cues for the 
Fed’s next moves.

Analysts at the Wells Far-
go Investment Institute said 
smaller companies will be 
challenged to maintain profit-
ability and healthy cash posi-
tions as the economy slows. 
The firm projects the US 
economy will be in a recession 
in the second half of 2022 and 
into early 2023.

“We don’t think this move 
in small caps has legs,” said 
Sameer Samana, senior global 
market strategist at the Wells 
institute.

The small-cap index in the US is now at its cheapest versus the large- cap Russell 1000 since March 2020. 
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‘A new level of excellence’: All-new GS8 launched in Qatar
Tribune news neTwork

Doha

The second generation of all-new 
GS8, a seven-seater smart and 
high-tech SUV, was launched in 
Qatar at the luxury court of Doha 
Festival City Mall. Fans of GAC 
Motor in Qatar can finally see one 
of its most successful models in the 
country. 

A new level of excellence 
The All New GS8 underwent 

comprehensive upgrades com-
pared to the previous generation to 
bring prestige to premium buyers. 
It’s armed with an upgraded design 
and brand-new technology, the all 
New GS8 is now better positioned 
to offer an experience of prestige 
and comfort to premium custom-
ers.

The GS8’s signature four-bulb 
one-of-a-kind “eye of the Conquer-
or” LeD headlamps come perfectly 
together with a powerful V-shaped 
chrome grille arranged in a sym-
metrical layout for an aggressive 
and bold stance. 

Inside, a smart interactive cab-
in fits 8-way adjustable seats and 
features a memory seat function 
wrapped in finely crafted leather 
for the ultimate luxury experience. 

The model is equipped with 
GAC MOTOR’s latest cutting-edge 
technology, including a wide array 
of driving assistance capabilities 
and an AVDC Shadow Driver sys-
tem to guarantee the most suitable 
driving mode in any road condi-
tions. 

A 2.0T GDI engine, which pro-
vides an upgraded hP of 252 and 
torque of 400 Nm, is paired with a 
megastar chassis and Third Gener-
ation 8AT transmission for smooth 
and balanced power.

“Qatar has developed into 
one of the key markets for GAC 
MOTOR in recent years. It has 
achieved great success in a short 
span of time. Demand for signa-
ture models like this All New GS8 
remains high in Qatar. The all new 
GS8 is designed with a modern 
Chinese style combining tradition-
al elements and modern technolo-
gies that flaunts Chinese craftman-
ship.” Said Mr. Jonathan Pollock, 
Regional Managing Director, Do-
masco, an Al-Futtaim Group com-
pany.

Exterior 
The All new GS8 has a power-

ful front face with a shinning dia-
monds design language. The wide 
and powerful front face with a V-
shaped chrome grille is arranged in 
a symmetrical layout with the “eyes 
of the Conqueror” headlight. The 
‘Ruby Diamond’ taillight in a verti-
cal layout is beautiful yet practical 
with a diamond texture. The exclu-
sive welcome carpet light is warm 

yet soft to light your way. 

Interior
The interior of the All new GS8 

feels relaxed and free. Luxury is 
weaved into every detail and eve-
rywhere you touch. The ultra-thin 
7” wide dashboard screen and 
14.6” wide central control screen 
has a vivid UI with full coverage. 
The 32-color ambient lights can 
be found on the dashboard, front 
doors & rear doors that sync with 
the music giving the cabin a luxuri-
ous and futuristic touch. The light 
color highlights can also be manu-
ally changed as per the user’s pref-
erence. 

The all-new GS8 comes with 
NVh Noise Control Technology 
that has noise absorbing material 
used in 42 places. Noise isolation 
design is applied to 32 important 
places. This results in an ultralow 
idle speed noise of 36 DB.

The seating in the all-new GS8 
is luxurious, spacious, and flexible. 
The perforated genuine leather 

captain seat has a diamond-shape 
quilting and logo embroidery that 
embodies exquisiteness and power 
at the same time. The 8-way adjust-
able second row seats guarantee a 
comfortable and luxurious experi-
ence. The wide 131-degree adjust-
ment range can turn the seats in 
to a super cozy bed. Furthermore, 
this spacious 7-seater provides flex-
ible use of space. The 3-row power 
seats fold & unfold with the push of 
a button to give either the biggest 
passenger space or the biggest lug-
gage space. Accessing the 3rd row 
is also easy with just one push. 

Technology
Cutting edge technology has re-

defined interactive experience and 
unleashed unlimited possibilities. 
The all new GS8 with Automatic 
parking has smart sensors that can 
detect and analyze data of the park-
ing space to form a 2D or 3D vision 
to easily park the vehicle into dif-
ferent types of parking spaces. 

By using technologies like AR 

navigation and driver assistance 
an augmented image based on the 
real road conditions is displayed in 
front of the driver to make the nav-
igation instructions and alerts eas-
ier to view. The all new GS8 comes 
with 540-degree holographic pro-
jection which means the field of 
view is increased from the previous 
360 degrees to help better see the 
surroundings and avoid dangers 
and scratches to the chassis. 

The Megastar chassis helps re-
alize the ultimate balance between 
handling and comfort. You can 
enjoy comfortable driving, stable 
handling, easy steering, and reli-
able braking. 

The all new GS8 is powered by 
a 2.0T GDI engine that excels with 
10 essential technologies. The en-
gines torque has been upgraded 
from 390NM to 400NM. With the 
8AT Transmission reaction time 
has been reduced by 20%, car fol-
lowing reaction delay has been 
reduced by 12.5%, hard braking 
smoothness has improved by 50%. 

Additionally, the AVDC shadow 
driver is a dynamic system that 
controls features like eMS, TCU, 
eSP, 4WD, engine monitor, trans-
mission to ensure that the car is 
always driven in the most suitable 
mode.  

The all-new GS8 is available 
in Ink Seal Green, Speed Silver, 
Moonlight Grey, elegant Black and 
Crystal Pearl colors.

GAC Motor is distributed in 
Qatar by Doha Marketing Services 
Company (DOMASCO), a leading 
multi-brand company in Qatar and 
an Al-Futtaim Group company. It 
has a diversified portfolio of pas-
senger cars, motor bikes, commer-
cial vehicles, marine and power 
products, watches, and electronics 
representing some of the world’s 
most visible and award-winning 
brands.  Al-Futtaim Automotive 
is one of five divisions within the 
Al-Futtaim Group which provides 
quality products and services that 
enrich people’s lives and aspira-
tions each and every day.

Richer nations fall short 
on climate finance pledge

Agencies

RICheR countries failed to 
keep a $100 billion-a-year 
pledge to developing nations 
to help them achieve their 
climate goals, according to an 
analysis by the Organisation 
for economic Cooperation 
and Development or OeCD.

USD 83.3 billion in cli-
mate financing was given to 
poorer countries in 2020, a 
4% increase from the pre-
vious year, but still short 
of the proposed goal. The 
United Nations-backed pay-
ment plan was first agreed in 
2009 to help poorer nations 
adapt to the effects of climate 
change and reduce emis-
sions.

The pledge, which was 
originally set up as an annual 
commitment from its incep-
tion until 2020, has never 
been fulfilled.

“We know that more 
needs to be done” to ad-

dress the shortfall,” admit-
ted OeCD Secretary-General 
Mathias Cormann.

Who pays for tackling and 
adapting to climate change 
has been a key sticking point 
between richer nations and 
poorer ones since interna-
tional climate negotiations 
began 30 years ago.

harsen Nyambe, who 
heads the African Union cli-
mate change and environ-
ment division, told the As-
sociated Press the continent 
will continue to put pres-
sure on richer nations to en-
sure the $100 billion-a-year 
agreement is fulfilled. he 
added that the funds will give 
the continent better access 
to required technology and 
will help nations transition to 
green energy in a fair way.

But others believe that af-
ter decades of unmet prom-
ises, it’s unlikely that richer 
countries will start to step up.

“They do not have the 

money. They are over-com-
mitted with issues such as 
Ukrainian crisis and that is 
why they have been unable 
to meet any of their pledges,” 
said Godwell Nhamo, a cli-
mate research professor at 
the University of South Af-
rica.

Africa should move on 
and find other sources of 
funding, he added.

A report released by the 
British charity Oxfam in 
2020 warned that the recent 
increase in funding came in 
the form of loans, not grants, 
with climate-related loans 
increasing from $13.5 bil-
lion in 2015 to $24 billion 
in 2018. The charity said at 
the time that reaching the 
$100 billion goal in this way 
would be cause for concern, 
not celebration. It’s unclear 
whether the latest year-on-
year increase in climate fund-
ing came in the form of loans 
or grants.

China backs away from 
economic growth goal

Agencies

ChINA’S leaders effectively 
acknowledged the struggling 
economy won’t hit its official 
5.5% growth target this year 
and said they will try to prop 
up sagging consumer demand 
but will stick to strict anti-
COVID-19 tactics that disrupt-
ed manufacturing and trade.

The announcement after 
a Communist Party planning 
meeting reflected the high cost 
President Xi Jinping’s govern-
ment has been willing to incur 
to stop the virus in a politically 
sensitive year when Xi is wide-
ly expected to try to extend his 
term in power.

The party promised to 
“strive to achieve the best re-
sults” in the second half. It 
didn’t directly address the 
growth goal but dropped ref-
erences in earlier statements 
about targets, effectively ac-
knowledging the economy will 
fall short after growing just 
2.5% over a year ago in the 
first half.

“Policymakers implicitly 
walked back from the origi-
nal growth target,” said Larry 
hu of Macquarie Group in a 
report. “It means that they no 
longer view 5.5%, or even 5%, 
as achievable for this year.”

Party leaders promised 
to “actively act in expanding 
demand” and to make up for 
lack of consumer and business 
spending.

Retails sales, a major driv-
er of growth, were off 0.7% 
from a year earlier in the first 
half after plunging 11% in April 
following the temporary shut-
down of Shanghai and some 
other major cities to fight virus 
outbreaks.

Thursday’s statement af-
firmed support for the anti-
COVID-19 strategy despite its 
rising economic cost and so-
cial disruption.

“We should resolutely and 
conscientiously implement 
the policies and measures for 
the prevention and control 
of COVID-19,” the statement 
said. “We should do a good job 
in tracking virus mutations 

and developing new vaccines 
and drugs.”

Forecasters don’t expect 
Beijing to ease anti-virus 
controls until at least after a 
ruling party congress in Octo-
ber or November, when Xi is 
expected to try to break with 
tradition and award himself a 
third five-year term as party 
leader.

China rebounded quickly 
from the pandemic in 2020, 
but activity weakened as the 
government tightened con-
trols on use of debt by its vast 
real estate industry, which 
supports millions of jobs. 
economic growth slid due to 
a slump in construction and 
housing sales.

Repeated shutdowns and 
uncertainty about business 
conditions have devastated 
entrepreneurs who generate 

most of China’s new wealth 
and jobs. Small retailers and 
restaurants have closed. Oth-
ers say they are struggling to 
stay afloat.

Chinese manufacturing’s 
recovery from anti-virus shut-
downs faltered in July as ac-
tivity sank, a survey showed 
Sunday, adding to pressure 
on the struggling economy 
in a politically sensitive year 
when President Xi Jinping is 
expected to try to extend his 
time in power.

Factory activity was de-
pressed by weak global de-
mand and anti-virus controls 
that are weighing on domestic 
consumer spending, accord-
ing to the national statistics 
agency and an official industry 
group, the China Federation 
of Logistics & Purchasing.

A monthly purchasing 
managers’ index issued by the 
Federation and the National 
Bureau of Statistics retreated 
to 49 from June’s 50.2 on 
a 100-point scale on which 
numbers below 50 indicate 
activity declining. Sub-meas-
ures of new orders, exports 
and employment declined.

“Downward pressure is 
great,” said economist Zhang 
Liqun in a statement issued 
by the Federation. “The im-
pact of the epidemic is still on 
the rise.” The ruling Commu-
nist Party has stopped talking 
about this year’s official eco-
nomic growth target of 5.5% 
after output shrank in the 
three months ending in June 
compared with the previous 
quarter.

Chinese factory activity sinks, weighing on weak economy.

China’s economy 
contracted in 
the three months 
ending in June
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Agencies

Meta Platforms says it will 
no longer pay U.S. news or-
ganizations to have their 
material appear in Face-
book’s News tab as it reallo-
cates resources in the face of 
the economic downturn and 
changing user behaviour.

the company said 
thursday that most people 
“do not come to Facebook 
for news, and as a business 
it doesn’t make sense to over 
invest in areas that don’t 
align with user preferences.”

Meta, then called Fa-
cebook, launched the 
partnerships in 2019. the 
“News tab” section in the 
Facebook mobile app only 
displays headlines — and 
nothing else — from the 
Wall Street Journal, the 
Washington Post, BuzzFeed 
News, Business Insider, 
NBC, USa today and the 
Los angeles times, among 
others. the company did 
not say how much it was 
paying the news organiza-
tions, but reports put it in 
the millions of dollars for 

large outlets such as the 
Wall Street Journal.

the associated Press 
did not participate in the in-
itiative. at the time the pro-
gram launched, CeO Mark 
Zuckerberg told the aP that 
he saw “an opportunity to 
set up new long-term, sta-
ble financial relationships 
with publishers.”

But Meta, which is based 
in Menlo Park, California, 
said in a statement thurs-
day that a “lot has changed 
since we signed deals three 
years ago to test bringing 
additional news links to Fa-

cebook News in the U.S.”
On Wednesday, Meta 

Platforms Inc. posted its 
first revenue decline in its 
history and forecast weak 
results for the current quar-
ter as well.

Meta does not pay for 
news content that outlets 
post on its platform. the 
News tab deals, the compa-
ny said thursday, were for 
“incremental content, e.g., 
ensuring that we had access 
to more of their article links 
and that we were includ-
ing a range of topic areas at 
launch.”

Facebook ends funding for 
US news partnerships

Is Danish king who gave name to 
Bluetooth buried in Poland?

Agencies

MOre than 1,000 years after 
his death in what is now Po-
land, a european king whose 
nickname lives on through 
wireless technology is at the 
center of an archaeological dis-
pute.

Chronicles from the Mid-
dle ages say King Harald 
“Bluetooth” Gormsson of Den-
mark acquired his nickname 
courtesy of a tooth, probably 
dead, that looked bluish. One 
chronicle from the time also 
says the Viking king was bur-
ied in roskilde, in Denmark, in 
the late 10th century.

But a Swedish archaeolo-
gist and a Polish researcher 
recently claimed in separate 
publications that they have 
pinpointed his most probable 
burial site in the village of Wie-
jkowo, in an area of northwest-
ern Poland that had ties to the 
Vikings in Harald’s times.

Marek Kryda, author of 
the book “Viking Poland,” 
told the associated Press that 
a “pagan mound” which he 
claims he has located beneath 
Wiejkowo’s 19th-century ro-
man Catholic church prob-
ably holds the king’s remains. 
Kryda said geological satellite 
images available on a Polish 
government portal revealed a 
rotund shape that looked like a 
Viking burial mound.

But Swedish archaeologist 
Sven rosborn, says Kryda is 
wrong because Harald, who 
converted from paganism 
to Christianity and founded 
churches in the area, must have 
received an appropriate grave 
somewhere in the churchyard. 
Wiejkowo’s Church of the Im-
maculate Conception of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary stands 
atop a small round knoll.

Historians at the Danish 
National Museum in Copenha-
gen say they are familiar with 
the “suggestion” that Wie-
jkowo is Harald’s burial place.

rosborn detailed his re-
search in the 2021 book ”the 

Viking King’s Golden treas-
ure” and Kryda challenged 
some of the Swede’s findings 
in his own book published this 
year.

Harald, who died in 985, 
probably in Jomsborg — which 
is believed to be the Polish 
town of Wolin now — was one 
of the last Viking kings to rule 
over what is now Denmark, 
northern Germany, and parts 
of Sweden and Norway. He 
spread Christianity in his king-
dom.

Swedish telecommuni-
cations company ericsson 
named its Bluetooth wireless 
link technology after the king, 
reflecting how he united much 
of Scandinavia during his life-
time. the logo for the technol-
ogy is designed from the Scan-
dinavian runic letters for the 
king’s initials, HB.

rosborn, the former direc-
tor of Sweden’s Malmo City 
Museum, was spurred on his 

quest in 2014 when an 11-year-
old girl sought his opinion 
about a small, soiled coin-like 
object with old-looking text 
that had been in her family’s 
possession for decades.

experts have determined 
that the cast gold disc that 
sparked Maja Sielski’s curios-
ity dated from the 10th cen-
tury. the Latin inscription 
on what is now known as the 
“Curmsun disc” says: “Harald 
Gormsson (Curmsun in Latin) 
king of Danes, Scania, Joms-
borg, town aldinburg.” Siel-
ski’s family, who moved to 
Sweden from Poland in 1986, 
said the disc came from a trove 
found in 1841 in a tomb under-
neath the Wiejkowo church, 
which replaced a medieval 
chapel.

the Sielski family came 
into the possession of the disc, 
along with the Wiejkowo par-
ish archives that contained 
medieval parchment chroni-

cles in Latin, in 1945 as the 
former German area was be-
coming part of Poland as a re-
sult of World War II.

a family member who 
knew Latin understood the 
value of the chronicles — 
which dated as far back as the 
10th century — and translated 
some of them into Polish. they 
mention Harald, another fact 
linking the Wiejkowo church 
to him.

the nearby Baltic Sea is-
land and town of Wolin culti-
vates the region’s Viking his-
tory: it has a runic stone in 
honor of Harald Bluetooth and 
holds annual festivals of Slavs 
and Vikings.

Kryda says the Curmsun 
disc is “phenomenal” with its 
meaningful inscription and 
insists that it would be worth 
it to examine Wiejkowo as 
Harald’s burial place, but 
there are no current plans for 
any excavations.

A view of a 2014 stone with runic inscription in memory of Danish 10th century King Harald “Bluetooth” 
Gormsson, in Wolin, Poland, on Saturday.

Cedars-Sinai ranked No. 2 hospital 
in the US, No. 1 in California

Tribune news neTwork
Doha

CeDarS-SINaI Medical Center, a lead-
ing US healthcare provider, has been 
ranked the No. 2 hospital in the United 
States and No. 1 hospital in California, 
according to US News & World report’s 
“Best Hospitals 2022-2023” rankings. 

the ratings are based on patient out-
comes and experience, technology, repu-
tation according to surveyed physicians 
across the US, and a variety of other 
health-related measures. 

Cedars-Sinai will be entering an af-
filiation agreement with the View Hos-
pital, operated by elegancia Health-
care, a subsidiary of estithmar Holding 
Q.P.S.C., which is located in Legtaifiya 
area. the hospital will provide health-
care under the supervision of first-class 
specialists in cooperation with the Ce-
dars-Sinai team to raise the standard 
of healthcare services in Qatar’s private 
sector. 

“estithmar Holding is proud to part-
ner with California’s leading healthcare 
provider and looks forward to working 
with the Cedars-Sinai team to create a 
state-of-the-art hospital that meets the 
highest international quality standards,” 
the company said. 

the View Hospital will open soon 
featuring 244 beds, 71 luxurious treat-
ment suites, 6 laboratories, delivery and 
recovery rooms, 11 newborn intensive 
care units, 8 critical care units, 12 inten-
sive care units and 10 operating rooms. 

the hospital also will provide a 
range of medical specialties using the 
latest medical equipment and technol-
ogy. In a first-of-its-kind initiative in 
Qatar, the View Hospital will boast a 
healing garden designed and developed 
with the highest standards and luxury 
features to speed patients’ recovery pro-
cess in a calm and natural environment. 

the View Hospital will be the pre-
mier provider of all-inclusive health-
care and wellness in Qatar and the Gulf  
region.

QatarEnergy 
announces 
fuel prices 
for August
aLL fuel grades remained at 
the same pricing as in July 
as Qatarenergy announced 
the fuel prices for august on 
Sunday.

Premium-grade gasoline 
will cost Qr1.90 per litre and 
the super-grade gasoline will 
retail at Qr2.10 per litre. Die-
sel is priced at Qr2.05.

Economy & Business10 Monday, August 1, 2022



Economy & Business
11Monday, August 1, 2022

Ride-sharing apps rise in Venezuela  
as public transit decays

Ride-sharing apps like Uber, 
DiDi and Lyft may have driven 
across much of the globe, but 
they haven’t yet rolled into Ven-
ezuela, where U.S. sanctions and 

years of hyperinflation and other woes made 
it difficult to operate.

So a handful of local entrepreneurs have 
started their own ride-sharing apps — and 
appear to be finding a welcome from cus-
tomers frustrated by scarce taxis, aging bus-
es and a decrepit subway system.

Department store buyer Maria Arreaza, 
39, had long depended on public transpor-
tation to reach her downtown office and was 
intrigued by advertisements for the new 
Ridery app, though initially skeptical.

“I said, ‘Well, I’m going to do a test.’ I 
made a request for a service and the applica-
tion seemed super friendly. I kept trying, I 
asked for more services ... (and) so I became 
a high-frequency user.”

So much so that when her mother spent 
almost two months hospitalized due to 
COVID-19, she requested at least four rides 
a day to the hospital and then home or to 
work.

Ridery is one of at least three Venezuelan 
ride-sharing apps that launched during the 
pandemic — and which have taken advan-
tage of a de facto switch of currencies from 
the Venezuelan bolivar to the U.S. dollar 
that has helped rein in years of skyrocketing 
inflation. The new services set their prices 
in dollars and allow riders to pay with bank 
cards or transfer services rather than bills.

Public transportation across the country 
is a mix of public and private ventures, all of 
which have been on the decline. Some of the 
buses around Caracas are so old they have 
earned nicknames like “The Immortal,” 
while others have proven all too mortal due 
to a lack of parts or maintenance.

Portions of the city’s subway system are 
often out of service. Meanwhile, fewer taxi 
stands operate around the city after years of 
hyperinflation and outward migration oblit-
erated much of the middle class that patron-
ized them.

Pickpocketing, sweat and noxious fumes 
are common at the street-level and under-
ground transportation.

All also struggle with payment methods, 
in part due to the scarcity of bolivars. The 
public system does not accept foreign cur-
rency and private operators cannot easily 
give people change when the fare does not 
round up to amounts matching dollar bills: 
Quarters, dimes and nickels are not in cir-
culation.

And in a country where suspicion and 
distrust abound, the information the apps 
provide on the driver, vehicle, price and 
route has attracted consumers.

“Everyone told us that we were crazy, 
that nobody here was going to get in a car 
with a stranger, and that’s why we launched 
with our own investment ... seeing what was 

going to happen,” said Gerson Gomez, CEO 
and co-founder of Ridery, which launched 
in March 2021.

“Delivery applications were already be-
ginning to scale up in Venezuela. Dollariza-
tion had allowed the common transactional 
means of e-commerce, such as credit cards, 
to be really accepted in Venezuela, and also 
... you’d hear from many people that the city 
is a little safer.”

The app now operates in 12 cities and 
sees 400,00 rides a month with 12,000 
drivers, according to the company.

It’s chief competitor, Yummy, which 
launched in 2020 as a delivery app and later 
expanded into ride-sharing, did not respond 
to an interview request.

The apps services, however, are not 

within everyone’s reach. The country’s 
monthly minimum wage is $30. Average 
monthly salaries in the private sector are 
less than $100. So even a $3 ride of a few 
miles can be a big portion of many budgets.

Gerzon said drivers earn an average of 
more than $700 a month, before expenses 
such as gasoline and maintenance. He add-
ed he thinks ride-share and delivery apps 
help even those who don’t use them.

“If a person who is working at your store 
and earns $50 tells you that he is going to 
leave because he is going to work in deliv-
ery with a motorcycle that a cousin is going 
to lend him and he is going to earn $400 a 
month, you are forced to increase the sal-
ary,” Gerzon said. “I think that these appli-
cations have helped in the cities, where they 

are drive up wages a little.”
Rides on the apps tend to be cheaper 

than taxicab prices, though so far they 
haven’t prompted the sort of large-scale 
protests seen from cab drivers in other 
countries.

And some drivers say they haven’t seen 
the sort of profits they had expected.

After seeing ads on social media, William 
Devia passed the vehicle inspection and in-
terview to become a driver for an app in Oc-
tober. He has been a cab driver for 10 years, 
and since taxis in Caracas are marked only 
by roof lights — no special paint schemes or 
additional signage — he figured he could give 
the app a try.

A few rides in, Devia, 33, determined it 
was not going to work out.

“The customer will always look for the 
cheapest,” Devia said. “Everyone takes care 
of their own wallet. It wasn’t profitable be-
cause they (the apps) demand a lot — that 
the car doesn’t have a single scratch — for 
how little one is going to earn.”

But for Angel Altuve, the 10 rides he 
strives to get every day help him comple-
ment his $30 monthly pension. Altuve was 
laid off from his management-level job after 
20 years because of the country’s crisis.

“It depends on the day because there are 
times when there are only trips with a mini-
mum rate. It’s a random thing,” Alduve, 60, 
said. “So, in those 10 trips I could maybe 
earn $20 with the net profit that I have left. 
But if the services go out to farther, more dis-
tant places, I could make maybe $45-$50.”

A Ridery app employee makes his way through traffic to pick up a customer, in Caracas, Venezuela, Wednesday, May 11, 2022. Ridery is one of at least three Venezuelan ride-sharing apps that launched 
during the pandemic — and which have taken advantage of a de facto switch of currencies from the Venezuelan bolivar to the U.S. dollar.

Agencies

AMAzOn and Apple were a 
relative bright spot in a week 
of otherwise lackluster earn-
ings results for an industry 
reckoning with the end of 
heady pandemic-era growth.

A crowded period of quar-
terly financial releases from 
the world’s biggest tech firms 
has been marred by misses 
and uncertainty -- making it 
clear that the boom triggered 
by COVID-19 restrictions on 
getting about has tipped to-
ward downturn.

As people are freed from 
pandemic lifestyles that had 
them relying on the internet 
for shopping, playing, work-
ing and learning, inflation is 
pushing up prices and COV-
ID-19 is causing temporary 
shutdowns of factories in 
China relied on by tech firms.

Recession fears, a strong 
dollar, shrinking advertising 
budgets and inflation -- head-
winds are coming from every 
direction at the moment.

“When you think about 
the number of challenges in 
the quarter, we feel really 
good about the growth that 
we put up,” Apple chief ex-

ecutive Tim Cook said on an 
earnings call.

For Apple, product sales 
tallied $63.4 billion in a drop 
from the same period a year 
earlier, but the dip was more 
than made up for by servic-
es revenue that climbed to 
$19.6 billion, earnings figures 
showed.

Demand for iPads and 
Mac computers exceeded 
supply in the recently-ended 
quarter, the main cause being 
pandemic restrictions that 
caused “plant closures and 
plants running at less than 
full utilization,” Cook noted.

Apple was also hobbled by 
an ongoing shortage of com-
puter chips, Cook said.

Meanwhile, U.S. chip gi-
ant Intel reported disappoint-
ing earnings battered by its 
own missteps as well as eco-
nomic conditions -- a post-
COVID drop in demand and 
“supply dislocations in China 
and other parts of the supply 
chain,” executives said on an 
earnings call.

Amazon beat sales esti-
mates to reach $121 billion 
in the quarter, and revenue 
climbed at its cloud-com-
puting platform Amazon 

Web Services. The retailer 
has made progress reduc-
ing ranks of employees that 
had been beefed up to handle 
online shopping that surged 
during the pandemic, execu-
tives said.

“Amazon managed 

pretty well through the sec-
ond quarter despite tough 
macro conditions and added 
costs weighing on its bottom 
line,” said analyst Andrew 
Lipsman.

Apple, Microsoft and 
Facebook-owner Meta have 

talked of the strong dollar 
eating into earnings, since 
when America’s currency 
gains too much value, it can 
make products more expen-
sive overseas or eat away at a 
beneficial exchange rate.

Meta pointed to the 

greenback’s role in the firm’s 
first year-on-year revenue 
decline since going public in 
2012.

In addition to the gener-
ally bumpy economic times, 
firms such as netflix and 
Meta are fighting fierce com-
petition from rivals -- and 
both reported losing some 
ground.

Meta lost about two mil-
lion monthly users between 
quarters, and netflix shed 
nearly a million paying cus-
tomers.

Yet netflix stock is up 
about a percent in the past 
five days, with investors po-
tentially hopeful after the 
firm projected a coming re-
bound in subscribers.

Markets seemed similarly 
assuaged despite Google par-
ent Alphabet missing on rev-
enue and profit.

The Silicon Valley giant’s 
bad news was not unexpect-
ed, as the flow of online ad 
dollars that fuels the com-
pany’s fortunes has slowed as 
inflation, war and other trou-
bles vex the overall economy.

“Still, with its tremendous 
market share in search ad-
vertising, Google is relatively 

well positioned to weather the 
rough waters that lie ahead,” 
said analyst Evelyn Mitchell.

As advertisers have tight-
ened their belts, and Apple’s 
privacy changes have bitten 
into firms’ sales of costly but 
highly targeted ads, the dam-
age was uneven.

Meta’s income has taken 
a beating, and with a share 
price that has lost about half 
its value since February, it’s 
clear that investors are still 
wary about the company’s 
future.

“The good news, if we can 
call it that, is that its com-
petitors in digital advertising 
are also experiencing a slow-
down,” said analyst Debra 
Aho Williamson.

Snapchat’s parent firm, 
for example, reported that 
its loss in the recently ended 
quarter nearly tripled to $422 
million, despite revenue in-
creasing 13 percent under 
“more challenging” condi-
tions than expected.

“We are not satisfied with 
the results we are deliver-
ing, regardless of the current 
headwinds,” California-based 
Snap said in a letter to inves-
tors last week.

US tech titans stumble after COVID-19 pandemic boom

Amazon announces expectation-beating results.

In a country where suspicion and distrust abound, information apps provide on driver, vehicle, price and route has attracted consumers
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QNB Stars League set for thrilling start as  
Al Sadd take on Al Markhiya in opener

VINAY NAYUDU
DOHA

WITH the world’s attention on 
Qatar with preparations afoot 
for football’s global showpiece 
which is just over three months 
away, the Qatar Stars League is 
all set for a distinguished start 
for a new season this year. The 
teams having re-jigged their 
strategies, signed professional 
foreign players and coaches, 
trained overseas and played 
friendlies, it is now time for the 
pre-cursor to the mega show to 
unfold. 

Defending champions Al 
Sadd, depleted by the absence 
of their top stars (who would be 
with the Qatar national team 
preparing for the FIFA World 
Cup), take on the promoted 
Al Markhiya in the opening 
match of the new QNB Stars 
League for the 2022-2023 sea-
son on Monday.

The two sides will lock 
horns at the air-cooled Khalifa 
International Stadium with 
the kick off set at 5:35pm. 
And there is a big enthusiasm 
and expectations among fans 
who have been waiting for the 
league to kick off.

Al Sadd start as favourites 
while Al Markhiya, coached by 
former Qatari player Abdul-
lah Mubarak, are keen on a 
motivational win. They would 
also realise that this would be 
perhaps be the best chance to 
overpower the Wolves, who 
need to find new combinations 
at play.

Al Sadd enter the inaugural 
match under the guidance of 
their new Spanish coach Juan 
Manuel Lillo “Juanma”, and 
amid the absence of more than 
15 players. Al Sadd have main-
tained their strength of foreign 
professional players who will 
have a big role in helping the 
side achieve victories in the 
absence of their international 
stars namely Santi Cazorla, 
Jung Woo-young, Guilherme 
Torres, Andre Ayew and Bagh-
dad Bounedjah.

Newcomers Al Markhiya 
rely on their several distin-
guished players namely Alge-
rians Jugurtha Hamroun and 
Ayoub Ezzi, and Oman’s Jameel 
Al Yahmadi besides several ris-
ing local players and on par with 
the foreign professionals.

Al Markhiya have con-
tracted Moroccan Idris Ftouhi, 
a former Al Sailiya player, 
considered as one of the most 
prominent names on which 
the team would rely a lot, and 
Iraqi striker Aymen Hussein, 
having arrived from Umm 

Salal.
Al Sadd, with Juanma, will 

be keen to make a strong start 
despite the absence of their 
star players hoping for the new 
professional stars to excel.

“It’s a great opportunity 
for the new players to step 
and excel,” said Juanma while 
speaking to the media on the 
eve of the match. “the absence 
of our international stars can 
be seen as an opportunity. We 
can look at it as a problem, but 
we can also consider it as an 
opportunity. We don’t have a 
lot of players but we have the 
opportunity to give time to 

compete to the players that are 
there. They are with us now 
and they have all done well 
in the training camp during 
the pre-season phase,” he ex-
plained.

On the team’s preparations, 
he said, “The training camp in 
Austria was very good, which 
gave us the opportunity to get to 
know the players, now we have 
our first official match against 
Al Markhiya and it will be use-
ful for us to learn more about 
the league championship.

“We have watched some 
Al Markhiya matches from the 
last season and we have also 

watched some of their friendly 
matches before this season.”

Al Sadd player Bahaa Al 
Laithi said the match would be 
even and played with a lot of 
enthusiasm. 

“It will be difficult and en-
thusiastic at the same just as 
opening matches are of the 
league. Our final prepara-
tion at the camp in Austria 
was excellent. We got to more 
and got acquainted with our 
coach’s plans which will help 
us at the beginning of our 
journey. The team is now fully 
prepared to go into the league 
championship and provide its 

best,” Al Laithi said.
Coach Mubarak has been 

leading Al Markhiya’s training 
and will be aiming for his team 
to rise to the challenge.

“I congratulate ourselves 
on the rise of Al Markhiya, its 
participation in the QNB Stars 
League, and its playing at the 
Khalifa International Stadium. 
Al Markhiya, like other teams, 
had an overseas training camp 
and played six friendly match-

es both in Doha and during 
the camp. All players are now 
ready for the match. We have 
a tough match against defend-
ing champions Al Sadd and a 
team which is not likely to be 
affected by the absence of their 
star players,” he said.

Al Markhiya player, Talal 

Ali, said: “Our preparations 
to face Al Sadd have been 
very good and the confidence 
among the players ahead of 
the first round is high and we 
aim to perform well. We aim 
to do well and perform at a 
level worthy of a team being in 
the QNB Stars League.”

Al Sadd’s star players train with the team during a training session on Sunday. Al Sadd would be missing 15 of their top players in the QNB 
Stars League this season as they are with the Qatar national team and will be preparing for the FIFA World Cup 2022.

Al Markhiya players in action while training ahead of their opening 
QNB Stars League match against defending champions Al Sadd.

Young Al Sadd fans pose with the QSL trophy during a promotional event in Doha on Sunday.

Al Markhiya coach Abdullah Mubarak speaks to the media on the eve 
of their 2022-23 season QNB Stars League match against Al Sadd.

Al Sadd’s new Spanish coach 
Juan Manuel Lillo “Juanma” dur-
ing the team’s training on Sunday.

Battle of equals: Umm Salal and Al Ahli seek winning start
TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK

DOHA

IN what will be a battle of 
equals, Umm Salal will meet 
Al Ahli in their opening match 
of the QNB Stars League 2022-
23 at 7.45pm at the Jassim Bin 
Hamad Stadium on Monday.

The two teams enter the 
new season of the league with 
hopes and ambitions to win and 
prove themselves. An opening 
win will provide for a great mo-
tivation for more victories. Both 
sides have new strength with 
the addition of new players and 
long preparations leading up to 
the new season.

Umm Salal during their 
training camp in the Turk-
ish city of Izmit played three 
friendly matches as part of the 
team’s preparations. In the first 
of their matches, the Falcons 
beat Darıca Genclerbirligi club 

3-2. In their second friendly, 
Umm Salal beat Turkish side 
Adana Demirspor 2-0 while in 
the third match, they lost 1-0 
to Iranian team Foolad Khuz-
estan. And, in a friendly match 
in Doha against Al Markhiya, 
the two teams were tied with 
one goal each.

Umm Salal, who finished 
sixth the last season, will be 
keen to cross the first hurdle 
against Al Ahli, which finished 
seventh on the table. 

The Falcons are aim-
ing to make it to the top four 
this season having chosen to 
continue with Qatari coach 
Wissam Rizk. The team has 
a comprehensive change to 
its list having contracted five 
foreign professional stars in 
Ivorian Jonathan Kodjia, Uz-
bek Sardor Rashidov Ikhti-
yorovich, Moroccan Abdellah 
Khafifi, Dutch Driess Saddiki, 

and Portuguese Joao Carlos 
Teixeira.

Umm Salal coach Wis-
sam Rizk, said, “We are look-
ing forward to the start. Our 
preparations for the Al Ahli 
match have reached the high-

est level and the players are 
ready and in their best physi-
cal and technical condition. 
There is great discipline and 
high concentration in the team 
in order to achieve a positive 
result. In any tournament, our 

focus should be high and we 
also know that we face a re-
spectable opponent. We have 
studied their strengths and 
weaknesses. Our players will 
be most ready to win,” he said.

“The team went through 

a useful camp in Turkey and 
benefited from the friendly 
matches. There are no injuries 
in the team and I have great 
confidence in the abilities of 
our players to present a dis-
tinguished show and achieve 
a positive result against our ri-
vals. Our ambition is to reach 
the best position possible in 
the league table this season,” 
stressed Rizk. 

In contrast, Al Ahli continu-
ing with their coach Nebojsa Jo-
vovic also have had a successful 
conditioning camp in Austria 
where they also played a friendly 
against Hungarian football club 
Gyirmot which ended 1-2.

Jovovic has strong belief 
in his team’s players namely: 
Iranian Shojae Khalilzadeh, 
Algerian Sofiane Hanni, and 
Montenegrin Nikola Vukcevic. 
Along with Jordanian goal-
keeper Yazan Naim and Irani-

an defender Hossein Kanaani-
zadegan. These are supported 
by Qatari players Nasser Khal-
fan and Abdalaziz Al Hasia.

Al Ahli’s Montenegrin 
coach Jovovic said his team 
has prepared for a gradual 
progression and that his team 
aims to advance step by step in 
the new season.

“I have great confidence in 
the abilities of the players to 
give their best technical and 
physical effort for a distin-
guished start. 

“While we have made 
many changes to the team, it 
still retains its spirit of oneness 
and that will give Al Ahli an in-
centive to produce their best. 
As a coach I always aspire for 
players to give their maximum 
possible effort on the field, the 
outcome then will be a distinc-
tive for the team and make Al 
Ahli fans proud,” he added.

Al Ahli coach Nebojsa Jovovic. Umm Salal players during their training camp in Izmir, Turkey.



Sports

MINISTER OF SPORTS AND YOUTH HONOURS QATARI ARCH TO ARC TRIATHLON CHAMPIONS
QNA
DOHA

HE Minister of Sports and 
Youth Salah bin Ghanim Al Ali 
honoured Qatari champions 
of the Arch to Arc Triathlon, 
the world’s longest triathlon 
race that connects London 
and Paris, and which was held 
from July 12 to 19. The felici-
tation ceremony was attended 
by Advisor to HE the Minister 
of Sports and Youth and Presi-
dent of the Sports for All Fed-
eration Abdulrahman Musal-
lam Al Dosari.

HE the Minister of Sports 
and Youth praised the efforts 
made by the Qatari team in 
their successful mission in the 
challenge, which embodies the 
extent of development reached 
by the Qatari sports, and high-
lights the outstanding capa-
bilities of the Qatari youth and 
their ability to represent their 
country and reflect an honor-
able image of the Qatari sports 
in various sports forums and 
at all levels.

For their part, the mem-
bers of the team participating 
in the race, consisting of Talal 
Al Emadi, Fahad Al Buain-
ain and Abdulaziz Al Abdul-
lah, praised the attention and 
care accorded by the Ministry 
of Sports and Youth to their 
historical participation in this 
global challenge, represented 
by the Qatar Sports for All 
Federation; stressing that the 
support provided to them to 
make their participation in 
the challenge successful rep-
resents a great incentive for 
them to participate in such 
global challenges and raise the 
name of Qatar in international 
sports forums. 

The Qatari team was able 
to complete the Arch to Arc 
Triathlon, which has a total 
distance of 491 kilometers, in 
a record time of 69 hours and 
20 minutes. 

The journey includes by 
running, swimming and cy-
cling starting from the “Mar-
ble Arch” in London, to the 
“Arc de Triomphe” in Paris. 

Toone and Kelly strike as super subs 
clinch England Euro 2022 glory

STATS PERFORM/DPA 
LONDON

CHLOE Kelly and Ella Toone 
wrote themselves into Eng-
lish football history as Sarina 
Wiegman’s brilliant Lionesses 
beat Germany 2-1 after extra-
time in a tension-packed Euro 
2022 final.

Toone put England in front 
at Wembley with a classy fin-
ish in the 62nd minute, but 
Germany stung the hosts when 
Lina Magull equalized with 11 
minutes left of normal time.

It became the first Wom-
en’s Euros final since 2001 
to go to extra-time. Germany 
beat Sweden with a late goal 
21 years ago, scooping their 
fifth title, and they have since 
added three more.

But Kelly ensured there 
would not be a ninth at Eng-
land’s national stadium, pok-
ing in a 110th-minute win-
ner, tearing off her shirt and 
sprinting away in celebration.

England had never won 
a senior European Champi-
onship, but after the men’s 
team went agonizingly close 
last year, the women, led by 
skipper Leah Williamson, 
have gone one better.

Germany suffered a dev-
astating blow moments be-
fore kick-off when captain and 
six-goal top scorer Alexandra 
Popp was ruled out by a mus-
cle injury, but they were ro-
bust without her.

England’s Ellen White 
and Germany’s Sara Daebritz 
threatened in the early stages, 
before the hosts had their best 
chance of a physical first half 
in the 38th minute when Beth 
Mead’s cutback from the right 
was fired just over the bar by 
White.

Germany substitute Tabea 
Wassmuth, on from the start 
of the second half, drew a save 
from Mary Earps with a shot 
from a difficult angle.

Magull then speared nar-
rowly wide as England’s defence 
looked increasingly jittery.

Yet then came a break-
through, with manager Wieg-
man having sacrificed the 
experienced White and Fran 
Kirby for young guns Toone 
and Alessia Russo. 

Both had hit crucial goals 
coming off the bench to help 
England reach the final, and 

this time it was Toone with the 
heroics.

Keira Walsh looked up to 
see Toone on the charge and 

threaded a terrific pass be-
yond the German backline, 
Toone keeping her cool to lob 
Frohms from the edge of the 
penalty area.

Germany almost struck 
back when Magull, coming in 
from the right, crashed a shot 
against the right post, while 
England lost Mead to injury, 
meaning she and Popp shared 
the Golden Boot.

The warning signs had 
been there, and Magull lev-
elled in the 79th minute when 
she tucked home Wassmuth’s 
low cross from the right.

In extra-time, tension and 
tiredness took over, each team 
desperate for just one chance. 
And in the 110th minute, one 
fell to Kelly.

Lauren Hemp’s inswinging 
corner from the right caused 
chaos, and Kelly prodded in 
from close range. England 
briefly thought it had been 
disallowed, but it was fine, and 
Wembley roared. This time it 
was coming home.

England’s players celebrate with the trophy after their win in the UEFA Women’s Euro 2022 final against Germany at the Wembley stadium in 
London on Sunday. England won a major women’s tournament for the first time securing a 2-1 victory over Germany at a sold out Wembley. (AFP)

Germany’s players react after their defeat in the UEFA Women’s Euro 2022 final at the Wembley. (AFP) 

Queen hails England’s win as ‘inspiration for girls and women’
THE Queen has hailed the 
English team’s historic Euro 
2022 win as “an inspiration for 
girls and women” across the 
nation.
England won the European 
Women’s Football Champion-
ships as they were cheered on 
by the Duke of Cambridge and 
an 87,000-strong crowd at Wem-
bley Stadium on Sunday.
The team beat Germany 2-1 
after extra time, securing the 
first major tournament title for 

any England team since 1966.
Following their triumph, the 
Queen praised the team, 
saying their “success goes far 
beyond the trophy”.
She said in a statement: “My 
warmest congratulations, and 
those of my family, go to you 
all on winning the European 
Women’s Football Champion-
ships. 
“It is a significant achievement 
for the entire team, including 
your support staff.

“The Championships and your 
performance in them have 
rightly won praise.
“However, your success goes 
far beyond the trophy you have 
so deservedly earned.
“You have all set an example 
that will be an inspiration for 
girls and women today, and for 
future generations.
“It is my hope that you will be 
as proud of the impact you 
have had on your sport as you 
are of the result today.” Eng-

land are also expected to have 
made history with the biggest 
home TV audience on record 
for a women’s football match.
The record of nine million was 
set during England’s semi-final 
defeat by the US in the 2019 
World Cup, according to ratings 
organisation Barb.
Those in the crowd at Wembley 
included the Duke of Cam-
bridge and Tory leadership 
hopeful Liz Truss.
Prime Minister Boris Johnson, 

who watched the match from 
home with his children Wilfred 
and Romy, praised the team on 
their “stunning” victory.
He said in a tweet: “Football 
has come home! A stunning 
victory by the @Lionesses. 
“Huge congratulations to Sa-
rina, Leah and the whole team.
“Football pitches across the 
country will be filled as never 
before by girls and women 
inspired by your triumph.” 
(PA Media/DPA)

Xavi encouraged by  
Lewandowski, 99%  

sure on Barca squad
STATS PERFORM/DPA

BERLIN 

Barcelona coach Xavi is confi-
dent Robert Lewandowski will 
soon find his rhythm at the 
club, having failed to find the 
net in pre-season.

The Poland international 
is one of Barcelona’s marquee 
additions for the 2022-23 
season, joining from Bayern 
Munich, and arrives with an 
established reputation as one 
of Europe’s deadliest finishers.

Goals have not come in 
preparation for the new season, 
but Xavi is not concerned and 
believes there have been some 
encouraging signs already.

“The positive is that he has 
had all those opportunities, I 
am sure he will mark them,” 
he said following Barcelona’s 
win against the New York Red 
Bulls on Saturday.

“In training, they go in; to-
day, they have not gone in. I am 
convinced that they will go in, 
I trust him.  “It happened with 
Luis Suarez, Ferran [Torres] last 
year. He’s going to have chances 

to score; tonight he’s had them, 
that’s the positive part.” 

There could yet be further 
transfer business at Camp 
Nou, as Frenkie de Jong con-
tinues to be of interest to Man-
chester United.

Xavi has insisted playing De 
Jong at centre-back in a previ-
ous friendly was not a “signal” 
he was to leave, although the 
coach has almost finalised 
plans for his first-team squad.

“I don’t know if there will 
be more [signings], it all de-
pends on the financial fair play 
and the finances,” Xavi said. 
“There will be exits, and I’ve 
been clear about that.

“I think I’m 99 per cent 
sure about [the final squad list], 
and most players know, too. 
We have spoken to the players 
whose future we’ve decided.”

German Cup: Freiburg and 
Hoffenheim survive scares 

with extra-time wins
DPA

BERLIN 

A late equalizer from Roland 
Sallai and a brilliant free-
kick in extra-time spared 
Freiburg’s blushes away to 
Kaiserslautern in the first 
round of the German Cup on 
Sunday while Hoffenheim 
also limped beyond minnows 
Rödinghausen.

Second division Kaiser-
slautern led through Marlon 
Ritter’s inspired strike from 
just inside the Freiburg half 
to lead at the break but Sallai 
forced home a corner seven 
minutes from time to prevent 
embarrassment.

And Ritsu Doan’s curled 
shot over the wall deep into 
the extra period took Christian 
Streich’s men into the second 
round.

Hoffenheim were 
held goalless by fifth-tier 
Rödinghausen on Andre 
Breitenreiter’s debut on the 
bench but Ozan Kabak and 
Grischa Prömel struck in the 
last five minutes – though in 
between the hosts had a po-
tential equalizer ruled out for 
offside.

Schalke tuned up for their 
Bundesliga return next week 
with a 5-0 cruise away to 
Bremer SV on Sunday.

A Dominick Drexler dou-
ble came between the opener 
from Rodrigo Zalazar Mar-
tinez and an own goal from 
Sebastian Kmiec effectively 
settled matters before half-
time for the second division 

champions.
Striker Sebastian Polter 

had a penalty saved by Malte 
Seemann before the break and 
with only Marcin Kaminski 
adding to the scoring late on, 
the fourth-tier hosts easily im-
proved on their 12-0 losing ef-
fort to Bayern Munich in last 
season’s first round.

A clever free-kick from 
Arne Maier ended fourth-tier’s 
Blau-Weiss Lohne’s resistance 
as Augsburg won 4-0 while 
Borussia Mönchengladbach 
thrashed fifth-level Oberarch-
en 9-1, marginally falling short 
of the 10 scored by Paderborn 
on Saturday.

Marcus Thuram bagged a 
hat-trick for Gladbach while 
the home side could celebrate 
Nico Huber’s consolation.

Second division sides 
Arminia Bielefeld, Hanover 
and Sandhausen all had wins 
as well.

Hertha Berlin visit Eintra-
cht Braunschweig among the 
late kick-offs.

All cup games this week-
end are beginning with a one 
minute delay in a campaign 
to highlight climate change, 
while there are also tributes 
for late Germany icon Uwe 
Seeler.

German Cup holders RB 
Leipzig and Bundesliga cham-
pions Bayern Munich met in 
Saturday’s Super Cup, so their 
first-round games against Ot-
tensen and Viktoria Cologne 
take place at the end of Au-
gust. The second-round draw 
is in September.

Robert Lewandowski goals 
have not come in pre-sea-
son, but Xavi believes 
there have been some 
encouraging signs already.
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Verstappen wins from 10th on 
grid amid more Ferrari misery

DPA
BUDAPEST 

WORLD champion Max Ver-
stappen won the Hungarian 
Formula One Grand Prix in 
sensational fashion from 10th 
on the grid on Sunday while 
Ferrari rival Charles Leclerc 
suffered another setback after 
struggling with his tyres.

Red Bull’s Verstappen won 
the 13th season race, despite a 
mid-race spin, from the Mer-
cedes duo of Lewis Hamilton 
and surprise pole sitter George 
Russell with rain threatening 
all the time but never falling 
heavily on a cool afternoon.

It was the same podium 
order as eight days ago in 
France.

Ferrari had appeared set 
to cut the gap in the title race 
after qualifying second and 
third from Carlos Sainz and 
Leclerc while Verstappen and 
his team-mate Sergio Perez 
started 10th and 11th.

But instead, a big struggle 
on hard tyres which resulted 
in an additional third pit stop 
saw Leclerc finish a meagre 
sixth, a week after crashing 
out in leading position in Le 
Castellet.

Sainz also failed to make 
the podium in fourth while 
Verstappen was the big winner 
of the race that after qualifying 
had appeared to be only dam-
age limitation for him.

The Dutchman extended his 
championship lead by another 
17 points as he enters a four-
week summer break 80 points 

clear of Leclerc at the top.
“Amazing result, who 

would have thought when we 
woke up we are going to win 
the race?” the elated Verstap-
pen said via team radio before 
adding later: “It was a crazy 
race and I’m of course very 
happy that we won it.

“We were always pitting 
at the right time, I thought we 
had some good out laps, and at 
the end - even with the 360 - 
we won the race.” 

Russell said: “Amazing 
job by the team, pole position 
yesterday, double podium - 
we’re definitely making pro-

gress.” Russell won the start 
from pole, keeping Sainz and 
Leclerc at bay while Hamilton 
rose two to fifth and Verstap-
pen also two to eighth by the 
end of the opening lap.

Russell and Verstappen 
were first into the pits in lap 
17 for fresh rubber and Leclerc 
the last of the top drivers five 
laps later which helped him 
past Sainz into second while 
Verstappen rose to fourth by 
this point.

Leclerc hunted down Rus-
sell, passed him on the out-
side into turn one and soon 
pulled away.

Verstappen started the 
second round of stops, with 
Russell and Leclerc following 
soon after but Verstappen then 
passed Leclerc on the inside 
into turn one as Leclerc strug-
gled with his new hard tyres.

Verstappen dramatically 
had a full spin shortly after 
having lost the rear. That al-
lowed Leclerc to pass but 
Ferrari’s joy was short-lived 
because Verstappen moved 
ahead effortlessly again.

That meant the race lead 
once Sainz and Hamilton had 
eventually also made their sec-
ond stops with 19 laps left.

Leclerc’s agony eventually 
ended when he was fitted soft 
tyres for the last 15 laps.

Hamilton meanwhile 
passed Sainz and Russell for 
his sixth straight podium and 
a late virtual safety car ce-
mented the order as Verstap-
pen won for the first time in 
Hungary and eighth time in 
the season.

Perez was fifth and four-
time world champion Se-
bastian Vettel, who had an-
nounced his retirement after 
the season on Thursday, was 
also in the points in 10th for 
Aston Martin.

Red Bull Racing’s Dutch driver Max Verstappen crosses the finish line to win the Formula One Hungarian Grand Prix at the Hungaroring in Mogy-
orod near Budapest, Hungary, on Sunday. (AFP)

Red Bull Racing’s Dutch driver 
Max Verstappen celebrates after 
winning the Formula One Hungar-
ian Grand Prix at the Hungaror-
ing in Mogyorod in Budapest on 
Sunday.. (AFP)

1. Max Verstappen (NED/Red Bull) 1hr 39min 35.912sec, 2. Lewis Hamilton (GBR/Mercedes) at 
7.834sec, 3. George Russell (GBR/Mercedes) 12.337, 4. Carlos Sainz (ESP/Ferrari) 14.579, 5. Sergio 
Perez (MEX/Red Bull) 15.688, 6. Charles Leclerc (MON/Ferrari) 16.047, 7. Lando Norris (GBR/McLaren-
Mercedes) 1:18.300, 8. Fernando Alonso (ESP/Alpine-Renault) 1 lap, 9. Esteban Ocon (FRA/Alpine-
Renault) 1 lap, 10. Sebastian Vettel (GER/Aston Martin-Mercedes) 1 lap, 11. Lance Stroll (CAN/Aston 
Martin-Mercedes) 1 lap, 12. Pierre Gasly (FRA/AlphaTauri-Red Bull) 1 lap, 13. Zhou Guanyu (CHN/Alfa 
Romeo) 1 lap, 14. Mick Schumacher (GER/Haas-Ferrari) 1 lap, 15. Daniel Ricciardo (AUS/McLaren-
Mercedes) 1 lap, 16. Kevin Magnussen (DEN/Haas-Ferrari) 1 lap, 17. Alexander Albon (THA/Williams-
Mercedes) 1 lap, 18. Nicholas Latifi (CAN/Williams-Mercedes) 1 lap, 19. Yuki Tsunoda (JPN/AlphaTauri-
Red Bull) 2 laps, 20. Valtteri Bottas (FIN/Alfa Romeo) 5 laps
Fastest lap: Lewis Hamilton (GBR/Mercedes) 1:21.386 on 57th lap (average speed: 260.580 km/h)
Did not finish: Valtteri Bottas (FIN/Alfa Romeo)

World championship standings (after 13 races)
Drivers
1. Max Verstappen (NED) 258pts, 2. Charles Leclerc (MON) 178, 3. Sergio Perez (MEX) 173, 4. George 
Russell (GBR) 158, 5. Carlos Sainz (ESP) 156, 6. Lewis Hamilton (GBR) 146, 7. Lando Norris (GBR) 76, 
8. Esteban Ocon (FRA) 58, 9. Valtteri Bottas (FIN) 46, 10. Fernando Alonso (ESP) 41, 11. Kevin 
Magnussen (DEN) 22, 12. Daniel Ricciardo (AUS) 19, 13. Pierre Gasly (FRA) 16, 14. Sebastian Vettel 
(GER) 16, 15. Mick Schumacher (GER) 12, 16. Yuki Tsunoda (JPN) 11, 17. Zhou Guanyu (CHN) 5, 18. 
Lance Stroll (CAN) 4, 19. Alexander Albon (THA) 3, 20. Nicholas Latifi (CAN) 0, 21. Nico Hülkenberg 
(GER) 0
Constructors: 1. Red Bull 431pts, 2. Ferrari 334, 3. Mercedes 304, 4. Alpine-Renault 99, 5. McLaren-
Mercedes 95, 6. Alfa Romeo 51, 7. Haas-Ferrari 34, 8. AlphaTauri-Red Bull 27, 9. Aston Martin-Mercedes 
20, 10. Williams-Mercedes 3.

Results & Standings

Ferrari’s Monegasque driver Charles Leclerc stops in the pits during 
the Formula One Hungarian Grand Prix at the Hungaroring in Mogy-
orod near Budapest, Hungary, on Sunday. (AFP)

Leclerc left baffled by  
Ferrari strategy that ‘lost’

STATS PERFORM/DPA
BERLIN 

CHARLES Leclerc has ques-
tioned Ferrari’s strategy for 
the Hungarian Grand Prix af-
ter dubbing his sixth-place fin-
ish as a “disaster.” A decision 
to put on the hard-compound 
tyre brought an abrupt end 
to Leclerc’s hopes of winning 
the race, conceding position 
to Red Bull’s Max Verstappen 
- who now sits 80-points clear 
in the championship stand-
ings after another victory.

Performances from others 
on the grid had already shown 
that the hard compound tyre 
was not competitive in Sun-
day’s race but Ferrari, having 
used the medium compound 
twice, elected to take the hard 
rather than push out a longer 
stint before taking the softs.

That decision proved to be 
the undoing of Ferrari’s hopes in 
what was an afternoon to forget, 
with neither driver finishing in 
the podium spots despite start-
ing second and third on the grid.

Leclerc, who took full re-
sponsibility for his crash in the 
French Grand Prix a week ago, 
was asked whether he could 
explain the team strategy and 
says questions will be asked 
during a debrief.

“We need to speak with 
the team and understand the 
thought behind putting on the 
hard because I felt very strong 
on the medium, everything 
was under control,” he told 
Sky Sports.

“For some reason, I don’t 
know what, we needed to go 
on the hards. I said on the ra-
dio that I was very comfortable 

on the medium and I wanted 
to go for as long as possible on 
those tyres because the feeling 
was good.

“I don’t know why we took 
we took a different decision. 
Honestly, the pace on my side 
I was pretty happy with.

“The only thing is that ob-
viously everyone will remem-
ber the last part of the race 
which was a disaster for me, 
especially the hard, that’s why 
I lost the race.

“I lost 20 seconds with the 
pit, another maybe six seconds 
on five laps on the hard be-
cause I was all over the place 
with this tyre and yeah, that’s 
where we lost our race.” 

Leclerc’s team-mate Carlos 
Sainz was equally disappoint-
ed and says he simply did not 
have a car capable of mount-
ing a challenge.

“We clearly struggled as a 
team. Today, we’re a bit puz-
zled because we expected to 
have good race pace coming 
from Friday, but it’s clear that 
these lower temperatures, the 
track condition changes, there 
was something going on with 
the car and the tyres,” he told 
Sky Sports.

Mercedes team principal 
Toto Wolff defended Ferrari’s 
tyre strategy and believes it 
was the only call they could 
have made.

“I think they had no op-
tion. They had only hard and 
soft left, for the soft it was too 
early, so it was only the hard,” 
he said to Sky Sports.

“The mistake I think hap-
pened on Friday or Satur-
day, not to carry over a new  
medium.”

India’s Lalrinnunga smashes Commonwealth 
Games record to capture weightlifting gold

ANI
BIRMINGHAM (UK)

INDIA’S weightlifter Jeremy 
Lalrinnunga created history by 
capturing a gold medal with a 
record-breaking combined lift 
of 300 kg in men’s 67 kg final 
at the ongoing Commonwealth 
Games 2022 in Birmingham on 
Sunday.

With this, he won the 
country its fifth medal at CWG 
2022 and second gold medal 
at the event. He had achieved 
a record-breaking 140 kg lift in 
the snatch category and 160 kg 
in the Clean and Jerk category, 
which combined to give him 
a lift of 300 kg, a record at the 
Commonwealth Games. Jer-
emy Lalrinnunga successfully 
lifted 136 kg in his first Snatch 
attempt to move to the top of 
the leaderboard. Edidiong Jo-
seph Umoafia was at second 

with 130 kg and Samoa’s Vaipa-
va Ioane at third with 127 kg at 
the time of his first attempt.

Lalrinnunga set up a new 
Commonwealth Games record 
by lifting 140 kg in his second 
Snatch attempt.

He tried to better this re-
cord by going for 143 kg in his 
final attempt but failed to do so. 
He finished the Snatch category 
with 140 kg, at the top of the ta-
ble. Edidiong Joseph Umoafia 
was at second with 130 kg and 
Samoa’s Vaipava Ioane at third 
with 127 kg at the end of the 
Snatch event.

With the Indian at the lead 
position, proceedings moved to 
the Clean and Jerk category.

Ditto Titus Ika of Nauru 
gained an initial lead in the 
Clean and Jerk category and 
overall competition with a 135 
kg C&J lift and combined lift of 
240 kg. Ruben Katoatau of Kir-

ibati took the lead further with 
combined lift of 250 kg, with 
114 kg in Snatch and 136 kg in 
Clean and Jerk. 

The lead crossed 250-plus 
mark when England’s Jaswant 
Singh Shergill lifted 140 kg, tak-
ing his combined lift to 254 kg.

Nigeria’s Umoafia lifted 150 
kg in the first attempt to take his 
combined lift to 280 kg. Jeremy 

now had to lift 154 kg in his first 
attempt to match the Nigerian, 
which he did successfully. With 
this, he set a new CWG record 
and brought himself to the lead 
in the overall competition with 
a combined lift of 294 kg.

In his second C&J attempt, 
Jeremy lifted 160 kg to take the 
lead with a combined lift of 300 
kg. By lifting 300 kg combined, 

he had set another new CWG 
record.

In his final C&J attempt, 
Jeremy decided to lift 165 kg 
but he failed. Nonetheless, his 
combined lift stayed at 300 kg 
and was not matched by any 
other opponent.

Jeremy ended up adding 
the fifth medal to India’s tally 
by capturing a gold medal. It 
was India’s second at 2022 
CWG after Mirabai Chanu’s 
gold in weightlifting women’s 
49 kg category.

Vaipava Ioane of Samoa 
gained the silver medal with a 
combined lift of 293 kg, con-
sisting of 127 kg in Snatch and 
166 kg in C&J. Bronze medal 
went to Nigeria’s Edidiong Jo-
seph Umoafia, who had the 
combined lift of 290 kg. He 
had lifted 130 in the Snatch cat-
egory while he attained a best of 
160 kg in C&J.

India’s Jeremy Lalrinnunga makes a record-breaking combined lift of 300 kg in men’s 67 kg final to win 
gold at the Commonwealth Games 2022 in Birmingham, England, on Sunday. Jeremy Lalrinnunga with his medal on the podium.

Hamilton pleased by  
resurgence as Mercedes 

close gap on Ferrari
STATS PERFORM/DPA

BERLIN 

LEWIS Hamilton is confident 
Mercedes are “closing the gap” 
on their rivals following an-
other impressive drive from 
the Briton at the Hungarian 
Grand Prix.

Hamilton, starting sev-
enth, benefited from a strong 
strategy by his team to work 
his way through the order, 
overtaking Ferrari’s Car-
los Sainz for third and then 
leapfrogging his team-mate 
George Russell.

The result secured back-
to-back podium finishes for 
Hamilton who, surprisingly, 
has achieved more top-three 
finishes this season than title 
hopeful Charles Leclerc, who 
has seen his bid to take Max 
Verstappen’s crown crumble.

Ferrari’s main challenge in 
the final nine races of the sea-
son after the upcoming break 
may now come from Mer-
cedes, who sit just 30 points 
behind in the constructors’ 
championship, and Hamilton 
believes there is a solid plat-
form to build on.

“I was definitely struggling 
at the beginning of the race 
and wasn’t sure if I was going 
to be able to catch the guys up 
but bit by bit, I was more com-
fortable with the balance and 
had a really good start as well,” 
he said on the grid.

“I really want to acknowl-
edge my team who have 
pushed and never given up in 
this tough year so far. To be 
on the podium, for both cars 
to be on the podium twice, it is 
pretty special for us and really 
unlucky for George today.

“The other guys still have 
a bit of an edge but we are 
clearly closing the gap and this 
is just an amazing way to go 
into the break knowing that 
we have this performance.  

“Hopefully we can bring 
some more into the sec-
ond part of the season and 
start fighting with the guys 
up front.” Russell started the 
race in pole position after 
his surprising Q3 session on 
Saturday but was unable to 
stay ahead and admitted he 
thought the race was there to 
win in the early stages.

“When it started spitting 
and we were on the soft tyres 
at the start I thought we were 
on,” he said.  “Towards the 
end on the mediums with the 
slightly heavier rain I really 
struggled.” Having secured 
back-to-back third-place fin-
ishes, Russell also praised the 
improvements shown by his 
team after what was a poor 
start to the 2022 season.

“Amazing job by the team. 
Pole position yesterday and a 
double podium – we’re defi-
nitely making progress, so re-
ally proud of the work we’ve 
done,” he added.

Mercedes’ British driver Lewis 
Hamilton celebrates on the 
podium on Sunday. (AFP)

Malaysia badminton coach’s gesture wins hearts
During a badminton group match between Malaysia and Jamaica 
at CWG on Sunday, a rare incident took place when Jamaica 
national champion Samuel Rickets damaged his shoe in the 
middle of the men’s singles game against Malaysia’s Ng Tze 
Yong. Since Rickets didn’t had a spare pair, Malaysia’s coach 
Hendrawan offered his shoes which were of same size as the 
Jamaican. While a grateful Rickets accepted the shoes, he  
eventually lost the tie 21-12, 21-16. Wearing the same shoes, 
he then partnered Joel Angus in the doubles. However, the pair 
of Rickets and Angus lost the doubles tie to Malaysian Aaron 
Chia-Soh Wooi Yik 7-21, 11-21.
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QATAR PADDLERS’ MEDAL RUSH AT WEST ASIAN TABLE TENNIS IN JORDAN 

Qatar’s Mohammed Al Sulaiti won gold in the U-13 Cadet Singles under-13 cubs singles to add to his doubles gold at the ongoing West Asian Table Tennis Championship in Amman, Jordan, on Sunday. He beat UAE’s Ali Al Hawai 3-2 in the final. Al Sulaiti 
and Youssef Abdullah also won gold in the U13 doubles. Qatar’s Sultan Al Kuwari claimed gold in the junior singles (U15) while Qatar’s Ahmed Jabbar and Abdullah Abdul-Wahhab won gold in U19 youth doubles. Qatar’s Khaled Al Yafei and Youssef Ali 
won the U17 doubles gold. Earlier, Qatar’s teenager Maryam Ali won a silver medal in the women’s singles competition. (TNN)

Mosaddek five-for, Liton fifty 
as Bangladesh level series

ICC 
HARARE 

BANGLADESH mounted a 
brilliant comeback in the sec-
ond T20I against Zimbabwe 
with a comprehensive sev-
en-wicket win at the Harare 
Sports Club on Sunday to force 
the series into a decider.

Zimbabwe’s decision to 
bat first after winning the toss 
backfired as Mosaddek Hossain 
spun a web around the batters. 
He scalped Regis Chakabva off 
the very first ball of the match 
and followed it up with the 
wicket of Wesley Madhevere off 
the last ball of the over.

Skipper Craig Ervine tried 
to put the spinner off his game 
by attempting an extravagant 
reverse sweep but the ball only 
travelled to the first slip after 
taking the glove.

He picked yet another 
wicket in the next over with 
a well-judged return catch to 
dismiss Sean Williams. Mo-
saddek had Hasan Mahmud to 
thank for completing his five-
for as the latter took a great 
tumbling catch in the deep to 
bring an end to Milton Shum-
ba’s stay at the crease.

Bowling four overs on the 

trot, Mosaddek finished with 
figures for 5/20, the second 
best for a Bangladesh bowler 
in T20I cricket.

The off-spinner had Zim-
babwe staring down the barrel 
at 32/5 at the end of 7 overs. 

It took a special partnership 
from Sikandar Raza and Ryan 
Burl to pull the hosts out of 
trouble. 

The pair played risk-free 
cricket in the subsequent 
overs and it wasn’t until the 

13th over bowled by Afif Hos-
sain that they took the attack 
to Bangladesh. They accu-
mulated 12 runs off the over, 
which set the stage for the rest 
of the innings.

Raza scored his second fifty 

in as many games. The pair 
added 80 runs for the sixth 
wicket and helped Zimbabwe 
post a competitive target of 136.

Chasing a modest total, 
Bangladesh opener Liton Das 
got the team off to a blazing 
start with the bat to kill any 
chances for Zimbabwe to make 
a comeback. He smashed Tan-
aka Chivanga for two sixes 
and a four in the third over 
to get the ball rolling and the 
onslaught continued even as 
Bangladesh lost Munim Shah-
riar in the Powerplay.

Liton got to his fifty off just 
30 balls in style with a bound-
ary but was trapped in front of 
the stumps by Sean Williams 
in the very next over. Anamul 
Haque was the third wicket to 
fall for the Tigers but the fiery 
start had brought the required 
rate to below run-a-ball.

Afif Hossain and Najmul 
Hossain Shanto batted smart-
ly, mixing caution with aggres-
sion to guide Bangladesh to a 
comfortable win with seven 
wickets and 15 balls to spare.
Scores: Bangladesh 136 for 
3 (Litton 56, Afif 30*) beat 
Zimbabwe 135 for 8 (Raza 
62, Mosaddek 5-20) by seven 
wickets.

Bangladesh captain Quazi Nurul Hasan Sohan (C) lifts his bowler Musaddek Hossain (2nd L) on getting five 
wickets in action during the second T20I against Zimbabwe at the Harare Sports Club on Sunday. (AFP)

Al Athba wins Asian shooting 
silver; QSSA gearing up to 
host World Cup next March

QNA
DOHA

QATAR’S Rashid bin Hamad 
Al Athba won silver in the 
men’s trap event of the 10th 
Asian Shooting Championship 
of Kazakhstan.

The shooter was congratu-
lated by HE Sheikh Joaan bin 
Hamad Al Thani, President, 
Qatar Olympic Committee, in 
a tweet.

Meanwhile, the Qatar 
Shooting & Archery Associa-
tion (QSSA) is preparing to 
host the shooting World Cup 
at its Lusail shooting range 
next March after it was cho-
sen to stage the event at the 

Executive Committee of the 
Asian Shooting Confederation 
in Kazakhstan.

Abdullah Ali Al Mutawa 
Al Hammadi, Chairman of the 
Technical and Referees Com-
mittee of the Asian Shooting 
Confederation, said in a state-
ment on Sunday that the Qatar 
Shooting and Archery Associa-
tion keeps pace with all global 
updates that contribute to 
the development of the game 
through the application of all 
laws in local and international 
competitions towards prepa-
ration for hosting the World 
Cup in Qatar.

Al Hammadi added that 
QSAA’s plan in the future aims 
to spread the sport of shoot-
ing and its concepts in order to 
achieve the desired gains and 
deliver them to the world.

The  Asian Shooting Con-
federation at its meeting dis-
cussed the latest developments 
in shooting and the results 
achieved during the participa-
tion of Asian teams at the last 
World Championships, and at 
the Olympic Games in Tokyo. 
During the meeting the coun-
tries that will host the upcoming 
tournaments were determined.

Qatar’s Rashid bin Hamad Al 
Athba in the men’s trap event.

CWG: India eves thump Pakistan for first win
ICC

BIRMINGHAM

A solid bowling performance 
followed by a brilliant open-
ing stand between Smriti 
Mandhana and Shafali Ver-
ma helped India to an eight-
wicket win over Pakistan in 
the Commonwealth Games on 
Sunday.

India beat Pakistan by 
eight wickets to register their 
first win in the 2022 Common-
wealth Games in a rain-affect-
ed 18 overs-per-side match.

Pakistan made a steady 
start with the bat despite 
losing an early wicket, but 
things took a downward 
curve after Sneh Rana took 
two wickets in the ninth over 
to send back set batters Bis-
mah Maroof(17) and Munee-
ba Ali(32).

Wickets continued to fall 
regularly, with India piling 
on the pressure with some 
excellent fielding. S Meghana 
pulled off a direct hit at the 
non-striker’s end to dismiss 
Aliya Riaz shortly after Omai-
ma Sohail was also run out.

Shafali Verma would take 
a low, diving return catch in 
the penultimate over, one of 
the highlights of India’s out-
standing fielding display in the 
match.

Bowled out for 99 in the 
rain-shortened 18-over game, 
Pakistan had their task cut out 
with Smriti Mandhana coming 
out all guns blazing. 

The left-handed opener 
thumped Anam Amin for a six 
and a four in the second over 
and added three more bound-
aries in the next over off Diana 
Baig.

Shafali Verma added to 
Pakistan’s woes with a six and 

a four next over. In the last 
over of the Powerplay, Paki-
stan managed to send back 
Verma, but India were already 
61/1 and well on track to ace 
the run chase.

Mandhana soon brought 
up her fifty with a six and 
stood unbeaten as India com-
pleted the run chase with more 
than eight overs to spare.

Scores: India Women 102 for 2 
(Mandhana 63*) beat Pakistan 
Women 99 (Muneeba 32, Rana 
2-15, Radha 2-18) by eight 
wickets.

India’s Meghna Singh (C) exults after dismissing Pakistan’s Iram Javed during their Twenty 20 cricket match 
on day three of the Commonwealth Games at Edgbaston in Birmingham, central England, on Sunday

India supporters during the Twenty 20 cricket match India and Pakistan on day three of the Common-
wealth Games at Edgbaston in Birmingham, central England, on Sunday. (AFP)

A record number of people 
have bought tickets to watch 
the women’s T20 cricket 
competition at Birmingham 
2022.
So far, over 150,000 tickets 
have been sold, beating the 
previous record of 136,549, 
which was set at the ICC 
Women’s T20 World Cup 
2020 in Australia.
Eight more group round 
matches are taking place 
from today (31 July) through 
to Thursday (4 August), with 
England taking on South 
Africa on Tuesday and Aus-
tralia up against Pakistan on 
Wednesday, before the semi-
final matches at 11am and 
6pm on Saturday 6 August.
The Bronze Medal match 
then kicks off at 10am on 
Sunday 7 August, before the 
final Gold Medal Match at 
5pm the same day.

Birmingham 2022 
to set new record 

for women’s cricket 
attendance The Lusail Shooting Range of Qatar Shooting & Archery Association.

Shamsi takes 5-24 as 
SA win T20I series

AGENCIES
SOUTHAMPTON

A dismal batting display saw a 
pitiful England suffer a heavy 
90-run defeat in the deciding 
Twenty20 against South Af-
rica to lose the series 2-1 on 
Sunday, reports BBC.com.

Chasing 192 to win at the 
Ageas Bowl, England were 
blunt with the bat, going 55 
balls without hitting a bound-
ary at one stage, before being 
dismissed for 101 in 16.4 overs.

It is the fourth time in six 
T20s this summer that Eng-
land have been bowled out 
and there was another failure 
for Jason Roy, who made 17 
off 18 balls.

Jonny Bairstow top-scored 
with 27, while South Africa’s 
left-arm wrist spinner Tabraiz 
Shamsi ripped through Eng-
land with career-best figures 
of 5-24.

Defeat means England 
have lost a third successive 
T20 series, after defeats by 
West Indies and India this 
year, for the first time and they 
have failed to win a white-ball 
series in a home summer for 
the first time since 2013.

Reeza Hendricks had ear-
lier made 70 off 50 balls and 
Aiden Markram hit an un-

beaten 51 off 36 as the Proteas 
brilliantly paced their innings 
to post 191-5.

The returning David Wil-
ley was the pick of England’s 
bowlers, taking 3-25, includ-
ing removing Quinton de Kock 
in a wicket maiden at the start 
of the innings.
Scores: South Africa 191-5 
(20 overs) Hendricks 70 (50), 
Markram 51* (36); Willey 3-25 
beat England 101 (16.4 overs) 
Bairstow 27 (30); Shamsi 5-24 
by 90 runs; Win series 2-1.

South Africa’s Tabraiz Shamsi 
celebrates after the dismissal 
of England’s Liam Livingstone 
during the third T20iat The Ageas 
Bowl in Southampton, southern 
England on Sunday. (AFP)
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TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

QATAR Tourism has an-
nounced the launch of its ‘Qa-
tar Host’ tourism training pro-
gramme. 

The first online tourism 
training programme in the 
country provides frontline 
professionals, such as hotel 
concierge staff, mall security 
and restaurant waiters, with 
the relevant skills and knowl-
edge to deliver service excel-

lence to international and do-
mestic visitors. 

As part of its Service Excel-
lence Academy, Qatar Tour-
ism has worked with a consor-
tium of global industry experts 
to develop the ‘Qatar Host’ 
tourism training programme 
for Qatar. An engaging online 
learning platform, it offers us-
ers the possibility to learn at 
their own pace on any device. 
The platform demonstrates 
how such frontline staff – who 
engage with visitors – may en-

hance the visitor experience 
and exceed expectations in 
every encounter.

The initiative is part of 
the Service Excellence Pro-
gramme, which builds on 
Qatar Tourism’s strategy, to 
enhance the visitor experience 
at every touchpoint along their 
journey.

Commenting on this occa-
sion, Akbar Al Baker, Chair-
man of Qatar Tourism and 
Qatar Airways Group Chief Ex-
ecutive, said: “We are pleased 
to announce the launch of 
the ‘Qatar Host’ training pro-
gramme. The improvement 
of the visitor experience is in-
trinsic to our tourism strategy, 
an important element of the 

country’s economic diversifi-
cation plan. This programme 
will help empower frontline 
professionals in Qatar with the 
tools and skills needed to de-
liver best-in-class service and 
visitor experiences that make 
Qatar a leading destination.”

He added: “The pro-
gramme’s aspiration is to in-
troduce a new training concept 
and standardise knowledge. 
It is crucial for visitor-facing 
staff to understand how they 
contribute to the satisfaction 
of visitors. The purpose of the 
job is not only to perform their 
direct tasks but to provide 
pleasant experiences during 
each direct encounter whether 
it is verbal or non-verbal.”

Qatar’s Tourism Service Ex-
cellence Programme involves 
a multi-pronged approach to 
ensure a seamless customer 
journey. In collaboration with 
stakeholders, Qatar Tourism 
evaluates frontline profession-
als across sectors and offers 
training and certifications to 
ensure the highest standard 
of professional service for 
visitors. The programme will 
continue to expand, including 
more stakeholders to enhance 
service quality.

To register for the Qa-
tar Host programme, visit: 
https://www.qatartourism.
com/en/licensing-e-services/
service-excellence-academy/
qatar-host
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Fath Al Khair 5 Cruise arrives 
at port of Cannes in France

QNA 
PARIS

THE Fath Al Khair 5 cruise has 
arrived at the port of Cannes 
in France as part of its journey 
across the European capitals 
overlooking the Mediterrane-
an Sea, with the participation 
of 18 sailors.

Ambassador of Qatar to 
France HE Sheikh Ali bin Jas-
sim Al Thani welcomed the 
Fath Al Khair 5 cruise.

He hailed the measures 
taken by the city of Cannes 
to facilitate this cultural and 
heritage station, pointing out 
that this event reflects the 
depth and richness of the co-
operation between Qatar and 
France.

He described receiving 
the cruise as an affirmation of 
the importance of culture and 
heritage to enhance the inter-
action and civilisational com-
munication between peoples, 
noting the readiness of Qatar 
to host the FIFA World Cup 
Qatar 2022. 

He extended further invi-
tation to French football fans 
to participate in this global 
event.

The ambassador also high-

lighted the French people’s in-
terest in learning about other 
cultures and civilisations.

Receiving the Fath Al 
Khair 5 cruise comes within 

the framework of the cul-
tural celebrations organised 
by the city of Cannes dur-
ing the summer, which hosts 
crowds of French vacationers 

and foreign tourists. It also 
contributes to identifying the 
characteristics and features 
of the journey and seeing the 
authentic Qatari marine her-
itage, which has been part of 
Qatar’ economic life for a long 
time.

On July 4, the Fath Al 
Khair 5 cruise took off from 
the port of Grand Hyper Marin 
in the Maltese capital Valletta 
in a journey which includes 
Italy, France and Spain, and 
stopped at the Italian ports of 
Sisley, Naples, Capri, Rome, 
Portofino, La Spezia, Spiaggia 
di Porto Ferro and Genoa.

Qatar is an international 
hub for art auctions, say 
art investors, collectors

QNA 
DOHA

ART investors, collectors and 
founders of auction houses 
and art galleries in Qatar have 
affirmed Doha’s distinguished 
role as a hub for auctions for 
precious collectibles and as a 
global capital for major cul-
tural, sports and economic 
conferences and events.

They described how that 
role serves the country’s cul-
tural renaissance, as well as 
Doha’s ability to attract inter-
national auctions and art col-
lectors from the region. They 
also stressed that artwork has 
become a solid investment, 
thanks to its ability to main-
tain its value regardless of the 
economic climate.

Tariq Al Jaidah, founder 
of Katara Art Center and Ei-
wan Al Gassar Gallery, said 
Doha is one of the world’s 
most important capitals in 
terms of hosting regional and 
international events. 

He highlighted hosting 
the FIFA World Cup Qatar 
2022 as the biggest evidence 
of that, stressing that arts 
and culture in the country 
are part of that wider move-
ment, which led to the estab-
lishment of a strong cultural 
base and growing momen-
tum in the local art scene. 

He said that all these fac-
tors attracted international 
auction houses and galleries 
to take part in that growing 
movement, adding that these 
factors have also contributed 
to attracting Doha to a large 
number of artists and creators 
from different countries to be 
part of this cultural and artis-
tic development. 

Jaidah added that this 
culminated in the Katara Art 
Center hosting some of Sothe-

by’s auctions in 2014 and 2015.
For his part Abdulsalam 

Abou Eissa, who is an art in-
vestor and founder of AlBa-
hie Auction House, said that 
Doha has become a big hub 
for the Arab and international 
art market thanks to the many 
events and activities the city 
hosts. 

He added that AlBahie 
Auction House plays a ma-
jor role in raising awareness 
about modern and Islamic art.

For her part, founder and 
owner of Anima Gallery Ghada 
Al Sholy confirmed the vitality 
of the art market in Doha and 
how it is keeping up with glob-
al economic and technological 
developments. 

Al Sholy added that Anima 
Gallery is keen on enriching 
this experience through pro-
grammes, exhibitions and 
projects, as well as meeting 
the aspirations of art collec-
tors in Qatar to get in touch 
with art icons from around the 
world and acquire their work, 
in addition to promoting its 
own collection with major 
works of fine art artists and 
visual arts creators.

Al Sholy said investment in 
arts was able to overcome the 
economic downturn caused by 
COVID-19 because artworks 

maintained their material val-
ue and remained a successful 
investment, due to the revival 
of art markets on the Inter-
net, which satisfied health and 
safety requirements whilst 
keeping the interaction and 
investment between collectors 
and artists running. 

For that reason, she said, 
Anima Gallery like other art 
galleries had to adapt and ex-
tend their scope through vir-
tual programmes and events 
on their website such as the 
‘Stone Craftsmanship’ pro-
gramme, which was broad-
casted weekly during the COV-
ID-19 pandemic.

Al Sholy highlighted the 
Anima Gallerys success in 
getting in touch with senior 
artists from around the world 
and building bridges of com-
munication with them via so-
cial media platforms, giving 
those interested in fine and 
visual arts the opportunity to 
follow and listen to the experi-
ences of artists, in addition to 
facilitating in staying up-to-
date with artists’ latest ideas, 
projects and works. 

She added that the gallery 
also managed to gain collec-
tors’ confidence in investing in 
art after the success of artwork 
acquisition over the Internet.

QA sponsors prestigious Qatar Goodwood Festival for fourth time
TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK

DOHA

QATAR Airways, the Official 
Airline Carrier, has sponsored 
the prestigious Qatar Good-
wood Festival in partnership 
with the Qatar Racing and 
Equestrian Club (QREC) for 
the fourth time. The festival wS 
HELD from July 26 to 30 at 
Goodwood Racecourse, West 
Sussex, UK.

With the conclusion of the 
exquisite five-day festival, the 
British flat racing season added 
yet another iconic equine race 
event to its storied history; over 
£5.3 million in prize money 
was collectively offered to this 
year’s winners. The Al Shaqab 
Goodwood Cup, led home by 
Kyprios, was the highlight of 
Day 1. On Day 2 of the Qatar 
Sussex Stakes, the best milers 
squared off, with Baaeed taking 
the ‘Duel on the Downs’ title. 
Other notable races included 
Khaadem’s victory in the high-
ly competitive King George Qa-
tar Stakes.

With the conclusion of the 
exquisite five-day festival, the 
British flat racing season added 
yet another iconic equine race 

event to its storied history; over 
£5.3 million in prize money 
was collectively offered to this 
year’s winners. The Al Shaqab 
Goodwood Cup, led home by 
Kyprios, was the highlight of 
Day 1. On Day 2 of the Qatar 
Sussex Stakes, the best milers 
squared off, with Baaeed taking 
the ‘Duel on the Downs’ title. 
Other notable races included 
Khaadem’s victory in the high-
ly competitive King George Qa-
tar Stakes.

Qatar Airways Group Chief 
Executive, Akbar Al Baker, 
said: “We aim to bring the 

highest levels of service and 
style to everything we do at Qa-
tar Airways, which makes our 
sponsorship of the prestigious 
Qatar Goodwood Festival a 
natural fit. Our support for this 
event highlights the affinity for 
horses we in Qatar share with 
the UK. It also demonstrates 
the UK as an essential destina-
tion in our worldwide network, 
which includes London Heath-
row, London Gatwick, Man-
chester and Edinburgh.”

The Qatari love of horses 
has helped forge strong cultural 
links with equestrian commu-

nities around the world, and it 
celebrates Qatar Airways’ mis-
sion of connecting the world 
and uniting people through the 
power of sport. In 2019, the air-
line renewed its partnership as 
the Official Airline Partner with 
Qatar Racing and Equestrian 
Club to support world-class rac-
ing events throughout the cal-
endar year, including the Qatar 
Prix de l’Arc de Triomphe and 
HH The Amir Sword Festival.

Qatar Airways operates up 
to 11 daily flights from London 
Heathrow, London Gatwick, 
Manchester, and Edinburgh, 

connecting passengers to over 
150 destinations via the World’s 
Best Airport, Hamad Interna-
tional Airport.

Qatar Airways has an ex-
tensive global sports partner-
ship portfolio, including FIFA 
World Cup Qatar 2022TM and 
football-governing bodies such 
as CONCACAF and CONME-
BOL, as part of its goal to bring 
communities together through 
sport. The airline also spon-
sors some of the world’s most 
famous football clubs, includ-
ing PSG, FC Bayern München, 
and Al Sadd SC.

Qatar Airways currently 
flies to more than 150 destina-
tions worldwide, connecting 
through its Doha hub, Hamad 
International Airport, voted 
by Skytrax as the ‘World’s Best 
Airport’ 2022.

A multiple award-winning 
airline, Qatar Airways was an-
nounced as the ‘Airline of the 
Year’ at the 2021 World Airline 
Awards, managed by the inter-
national air transport rating or-
ganisation, Skytrax. It was also 
named ‘World’s Best Business 
Class’, ‘World’s Best Business 
Class Airline Lounge’, ‘World’s 

Best Business Class Airline 
Seat’, ‘World’s Best Business 
Class Onboard Catering’ and 
‘Best Airline in the Middle East’. 
The airline continues to stand 
alone at the top of the industry 
having won the main prize for 
an unprecedented sixth time 
(2011, 2012, 2015, 2017, 2019 
and 2021).

Qatar Airways currently 
flies to more than 150 destina-
tions worldwide, connecting 
through its Doha hub, Hamad 
International Airport, voted 
by Skytrax as the ‘World’s 
Best Airport’.

Qatar Tourism launches ‘Qatar Host’ tourism training programme

 Akbar Al Baker

Tourism professionals are encouraged 
to get ‘Qatar Host’ certification which 
is available to them free of charge


